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"It is in the nature of politics, and often also of
politicians, to be nasty. Politicians do not, of
course, admit to their own vindictiveness, under-
handedness, and general readiness to transgress
the moral rules that (they claim) govern their be-
havior; the wrongdoers, always, are their oppo-
nents" (p. 43).

Religion has not been the dominant issue dur-
ing the campaigns, but it has hardly been an irrel-
evant one. Contrary to what may be inferred from
the passage cited above, the current political cli-
mate is far from the primary focus of F. G. Bailey's
impressive study under consideration here. The
volume God-Botherers and Other True-Believers:
Gandhi, Hitler, and the Religious Right adds to a
vast literature engaging with the relationship be-
tween faith and politics, in America and else-
where. The title of Bailey's work is rendered
somewhat banal when compared with the
provocative titles of other recent volumes.[1]
Nonetheless, if one was to adopt the common
theme evidently being developed in these works,
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one might think of Bailey's study as contending
with the "hijacking of reason."

Obviously, drastic changes have taken place
since Clyde Wilcox wrote that "in 1991, New
Christian Right activity is almost invisible in
American politics."[2] However, this major facet
of political culture in the United States is only one
preoccupation of Bailey's study, which also exam-
ines Adolf Hitler and Mohandas Gandhi as major
case studies. Bailey makes it evident from his vol-
ume's opening pages that his focus is not "the
truth of one religion and the falsity of another,
but the consequences of dogmatism, of refusing to
admit that one could ever be wrong, and of termi-
nating inquiry into the natural and social world
by asserting that God is the final cause of every-
thing and that is all one needs to know" (p. 5). In
thematically structured chapters, Bailey develops
his argument throughout three main sections:
"Faith and Politics," "Antagonistic Religions," and
"A Religion of Love."



Part 1 serves to define key terms and set a
conceptual framework through which Bailey ex-
amines his examples. He clarifies his own context,
values, and judgments—-what he terms his work's
"presuppositional foundations" (p. 38)--and char-
acterizes the shunning of rational processes in
blunt terms: "Revealed Truth (God's Truth) is as-
serted without evidence, and to that extent, it is
unauthentic; it has nothing to do with knowledge,
it evades criticism, and it answers only to the
emotional discomfort that accompanies feelings
of uncertainty"; "[T]he intellect threatens faith be-
cause its function is to inquire and to demand evi-
dence, which is ipso facto to put faith into ques-
tion" (pp. 21, 23). Nonetheless, Bailey hastens to
add that reason is necessary but not sufficient; it
is a "methodology" or "tool" that must precede but
cannot itself define nor describe "morality” (p. 25).

The second part of the book reveals the often
destructive impact of a convergence of faith and
politics through the activities of American tele-
vangelists and, in the most extreme case, the "sec-
ular religion" of National Socialism. Cursory atten-
tion is given to the reliance of the G.O.P. not only
on the vote of evangelical Christians, but also
their volunteer work and financial support.[3] It
must be noted that the volume's analysis could at
times have been rendered more succinctly, with
the use of up to twelve block quotations spanning
only two pages, followed shortly afterwards by
thirty-three over seven pages, being somewhat ex-
travagant--particularly when the source of these
passages are the irrational proclamations of
Hitler. Much has already been written on Hitler's
twin reliance on and perversion of Christian
ideas, and at times Bailey might have situated his
discussion within this well-traversed field.[4] On
this and other subjects, Bailey provides an unfor-
tunately limited bibliography, particularly given
the number of publications on the issue of the re-
ligious right in the last several years.[5]

The most interesting section of the volume,
part 3, provides a detailed case study of Gandhi,
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whose "sincerity" provides a strong contrast to the
widespread "hypocrisy" surveyed in preceding
chapters. Bailey surveys the successes and fail-
ures of Gandhi's numerous well-intentioned polit-
ical undertakings, the pervasive influence of his
"human universalism" on his followers, and the
continuous conflict of his ideas with more formal-
ized, institutional religion, a conflict that eventu-
ally resulted in his violent end. The discussion of
Gandhi, whose "ultimate goal" was "not political
power, but moral regeneration” (p. 150), serves to
underline a qualification noted in the volume's
opening page: "Faith--of the appropriate kind--is
not a social carcinoma; indeed, without faith [the]
civilized world would be impossible" (p. 1). None-
theless, Gandhi is not glorified by Bailey, who en-
deavors to point out contradictions between his
religion and need for political action, as well as
any areas of potential ambiguity: "Gandhi some-
times, it seems, had a blind spot for human suffer-
ing if that was the price to be paid for virtue" (p.
182).

Bailey himself concedes that scholars in the
field may find his study unchallenging. Aimed at a
general audience of "ordinary people" (p. 5), the
volume is generally accessible to its intended
readership, communicating its central ideas with
clarity. Utilizing an interesting combination of
scholarly writings and online material from popu-
lar Web sites, Bailey makes a persuasive case for
the problems caused by a rejection of reason: "In
all three examples--the Christian Right, National
Socialists, and Gandhi's creed--the sustaining reli-
gion is not something to be investigated to find
out if it is true or false; it is not open to examina-
tion, and therefore to possible correction” (p. 199).
This informative volume has been made available
at an intriguing time, when events will determine
whether the "patchwork quilt" of American reli-
gion may be about to be re-stitched, or re-sewn.[6]
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