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ittle did I expect that my article on a subject I describe as one of “the most extensively
documented episodes of the Cold War”1 would elicit a review more than a third in
length of the original piece. Nor did I expect a review ending with a plea for yet more

evidence.

I was impressed by the care Marc Trachtenberg took in analyzing the many details of my
article, but also a bit embarrassed by my inability to find my way through his argument—a
problem I have sometimes encountered in reading his Constructed Peace as well.2 More
than half way through the review, I was therefore relieved to read that “each of us
obviously does not see things the same way” —a welcome invitation to agreeing to
disagree though hardly a starting point for fruitful discussion.

Getting “to the bottom of this issue,” according to Trachtenberg, seems to require “some
hard evidence that threw some light on Khrushchev’s motives in shifting the Soviet position
on the test ban treaty in April 1963.” (p. 3). Short of being able to read his mind, we have to
do with the evidence we have which, while incomplete, is quite plentiful—just think with
what amount of “hard evidence” historians of the Middle Ages, not to mention the antiquity,
have to work. What makes good history is not presenting merely an interpretation that

1 In my “The 1963 Nuclear Test Ban Treaty: A Missed Opportunity for Détente?” Journal of Cold War
Studies 10, no. 1 (Winter 2008): 3-25, at p. 4.

2 Marc Trachtenberg, A Constructed Peace: The Making of the European Settlement, 1945-1963
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1999).
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conforms to one particular kind of evidence—a temptation nowhere more present than in
writings on U.S. history, with its overabundance of sources—but rather an interpretation
not contradicted by any evidence we have. This is the interpretation I tried to offer in my
article.

Trachtenberg is struck by “how little we know about Soviet policy during this period,” but
believes that “you can get a feel for what both Soviet and U.S. policy was by looking at the
western sources.” (pp. 6 and 4). I beg to disagree. His having looked at only western
sources is what makes his otherwise admirable magnum opus one-sided and often
unconvincing. It is not only the question of being able to read Russian sources, but also that
of reading more widely what there is in English. A careful reader of William Taubman’s
splendid biography of Khrushchev, for example, can get as good a feel of the man and his
policies as anyone can get short of reading the man’s mind.3

Being able to take other than a narrowly Western perspective can help avoid such
simplistic judgments as assuming that “the problems with China gave the Soviets an
incentive for improving relations with the West.” (p. 5). To see what the communist rivals’
priorities were, read Lorenz Lüthi’s latest book on the Sino-Soviet split or Shen Zhihua’s
writings on the subject.4 As for the linkage Trachtenberg sees between the “similar
situation around Berlin and the Caribbean,” (p. 5), there may have been one in American
but not in Soviet, German, not to mention Cuban minds. To get the flavor of their very
different ways of thinking, read Fursenko and Naftali in English, but also something in
German and in Spanish, such as Michael Lemke and Adolfo Gilly.5

There are no limits to our search for evidence, nor should there be to the widening of our
perspectives.
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3 William Taubman, Khrushchev: The Man and His Era (New York: Norton, 2003).

4 Lorenz M. Lüthi, The Sino-Soviet Split: Cold War in the Communist World (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 2008). See Yafeng Xia, “The Study of Cold War International History in China: A Review of
the Last Twenty Years,” Journal of Cold War Studies 10, no. 1 (2008): 81-115; also on the PHP website,
http://www.php.isn.ethz.ch/collections/coll_china_wapa/Zhiua_engl.cfm?navinfo=16034.

5 Aleksandr Fursenko and Timothy Naftali, “One Hell of a Gamble”: Khrushchev, Castro, and Kennedy, 1958-
1964 (New York: Norton, 1997). Michael Lemke, Die Berlinkrise 1958 bis 1963: Interessen und
Handlungsspielräume der SED im Ost-West-Konflikt (Berlin: Akademie, 1995. Adolfo Gilly, “A la luz de
relámpago: Cuba en octubre,“ in Espejos de la guerra fría: México, América Central y el Caribe, ed. Daniela
Spenser (Mexico City: Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores, 2004), pp. 215-45.
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Castle? An Inside History of the Warsaw Pact, 1955-1991 (2005) and War Plans and
Alliances in the Cold War: Threat Perceptions in the East and West (2006).
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