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Catalogue

Hidden Words.

Words of Wisdom and Communes;
from the “Supreme Pen” of
Baha'ollah. 93 pages; paper cover,
10¢: leather, $1.04.

The Seven Valleys.

Revealed by Baha'ollah. 56 pages;
paper cover, 25c; leather, §1.00.

Book of Ighan or Book of Assurance.

By Baha'ollah. 180 pages; cloth, 80c.
Postage 10c¢ additional.

Tablet of Tarazat, Tablet of the Woarld,
Words of Paradise, Etc.

By Baha'ollah. 92 pages. Daper, Ble.

The Tablet of Ishrakat.
By Baha'ollah. 45 pages; paper, 250,

Tl o =

Surat ul Hykl.
By Baha'sllah. 63 pages; paper COVEr,
2he, :

Ten Days in the Light of Acca.

By Julia M. Grundy, from the words
of Abdul Baha. 111 pages; Dpaper
covar, 25e :
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Tahble Talks at Acca.

By Arthur 8 Agnew. 23 pages; Daper
gover, 10e.

Meotes Taken at Acca.

By Mrs. Corinne Troe, 32 pages;
paper cover, 10c

of Books

The Revelation of Baha'ollah.

By Izabella D Brinttingham. 33 pages;
paper cover, 10o.

The Bahai Proofs.
(Higtory and Instruction. )

By Mirza Abdul Fazl 310 pages; eloth,
g2.00, Postage 16e additlonal.

Unity Through Love.

By Howard MacNuit. 31 pages: paper,
104,

Bahai Hymns and Poems.

By Mrs, Louise Spencer Walte, 21
pages; paper, 10e

The Story of the Bahai Movement.

{A Universal Faith.)
By Svdpey Spragus. 23 pages; Dapaer,
B,

A Year With the Bahais in India and
Burmah.

By Sydney Sprague. LS pages; paper,
e,

In Galilee.
By Thornton Chase. 54 DAges; paper,
25,

Bome Answered Guestions.

Collected and translated from the Per-
ajan of Abdul Baha by Laura Clifford
Barnewv,

Address The Bahai Publishing Society

P. O. Box 321 Madison Square

New York City.
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Editorial Department

Our Beloved Abdul Baba wrote us a
few years ago that one of the principal
ways to hasten the appearance of “The
Most Great Peace” was to “increase the
means of inter-conmmmunication.” All the
instrumentalities which bring race and
race, religion and religion, man and man
into cloger amd more sympathetic and
profitable contact, are powerful alds to
the pacification of the world and the
building up of a higher and more God-
like eivilization. Commerce, travel, the
newspapers, are some of such instrumen-
talities, and all of them are necded in the
Bahai World, as well as in the outer
world, fto aid In establishing a more
perfect nnderstanding, a wider sympathy
and more co-operation among the dif-
ferent assemblies and  =ectiong.  The
need of an “infer-Bahal” newspaper kas
lomg been felt. Our brother, Thornton
Chage, in a letter from Detroit, dated
Aungust 20th, 1908, expresses it ng fol-
lows: “I appreciate keenly the need of
some publication fo convey correct news
to the friends everywhere in the Eng-
lish-speaking world and to be o medium
of harmony and nnity.”

Mra, Corinne True writes, “Our good
Bahai brother, Mr. Hutchison, has writ-
ten me regarding a Bahai organ (THE
Burierix ) which will be devoted entirely
to news of the Caunse. This it seems
iz n most admirable thing and a sapply
for a long-felt want. We in the large
cities have no iden what this wonld
mean to the more isolated believers in
gmall towng and villages. I am spend-
ing the summer in one of these villages
where we have a few Bahais, and the
wiatering they get iz in the hot months
when our family is in the cottage. Mo
them a paper coming regularly with
news of the Canse would mean life
itzelf.”

Heretofore Important letters from the
East, even Tablets from Akka, have
been passed from hand to hand, elr-
culated by typewritten copies, or per

haps reproduced on the mimeograph.
The dear ones who have done this work
for no other compensation than the joy
of serviee deserve more praigse than
any appreciate except those who know
the amount of lapor Involved. From
now on such communications can be
promptly spread throughout the entire
Bahai World by means of TaE BuL-
LETIN. We publish such a communica-
tlon in this issue from our brother, Doce-
tor Ameen Ullah Fareed.

It is sincerely hoped that our Be-
lisvers everyvwhere will appreciate the
importance of supporting THE Bun-
LETIN and of contributing to its snecess,
not only by subscribing to it and se-
curing subscriptions for it, but by
sending o the Editors from time fo
time news which in their judgment is
of interest and value to the Cause,

—m O e e Y

The Messﬁge

Time and time again Abdul Baha
hag emphasized the importance of giving
the simple message of the froth, rather
than setting forth our own interpre-
tations of the teachings. Different be-
lievers, however, have different ideas
as to just what constitutes the Message.
For a few numbers we will print the
Message as it is delivered by different
well-known teachers, This month's con-
tribution i from the pen of our brother,
Mr. Thornton Chase.

Spirituality

Spirituality is the possession of n
zood, pure heart. When the heart is
pure the spirit enters and our growth
is natural and assured. Everyone (8
hetter informed of the condition of his
own soul than the soul of others. Ounr

responsibility  to Gadd  increases  with
OUT Fears. ABDTI. BAIA.



The Spiritual Table

The following gems from the Ideal
Mine are seclected from fhe teachings
of our Beloved Abdul Bana as reported
by our brother, Prof. Winterburn, of
Los Angeles, Cal., in 1906 :

“Tive s0 a8 to be at peace with
all vour environment. To be happy is
to serve God and sever yourself from
ihe world. Radinte Love everywhere,
amd von will then become Love. Good-
ness was ever flowing from Christ be-
cnuse He was one with the Father.”

“It iz posgible to overcome the world,
the flesh and all evil by walking con-
stantly In the path of Geod, by burying
all negation, weakness, fear, selfishness
and doubt under a mountain of posi-
tive, intensze, living Truth. Few attain
this atation,”

“The more obstacles one overcomes,
the more difficnlties one meets success-
fully, the stronger will one be. Never
become discouraged. To be weak I8
uot necessarily to be unwilling to be
strong. Rejoice, be glad, if in the Cause
of God youn are made to suffer. To
be misrepresented, to be misunderstood
for the sake of God, s of no conse-
quence. All sincere followers of God
are migjudged—and have been.”

“Coptainly one may belong fo a
church, be a member of a Christian
gociety, and continune to call one's self
a BRahai, because the teachings of
Baha'ollah in no way conflict with the
teachingg of Chrigt. They are in per-
fect harmony. One accepts the frue
tenchings of true disciples of God. It
i not necessary oven to label one's self.
One may call one's self a Bahal ana
in no way live the life. On the other
hand, one may live the life and never
be known as a Bahal, It 18 not so

much BY WHAT NAME YOU ARE
CATLED, but WHAT ARE YOU IN

YOUR HEART? Are you loving and
1-::'~1'1.']1|g God? Love and service are the
rreatest requisites of a good life. En-
deavor in every possible way to do some
favor, some serviee for some one else,
and DO THISR DAILY, no matter how
gmall or frivial the act of kKindness may
be. BEven a sgmlile counts for much.”

“Praver is communion, aspiratlon, sonl
contact with God., Every praver for the
best I8 ETERNALLY ANSWERED ON
GOD'S PART, but nof to us unless
we come into at-one-ment.”

“If our rnling desire bind: us to
God, we shall receive what is God-like.
I link myself THERE and not to duost.
If one prays to be whole, on God's
part the answer is eternally complete.
We must FULFILL THE CONDI-
TIONS, to expect GOD to fulfill His
promisges. To pray Is to lift the soul
into nnison with the Eternal Goodness.
WHOLENESS® iz the NATURAL RE-
SULT of abiding in God."

“ i1l things whatsoever ye pray and
aslk for believe that ye have received
them," ™ :

«“Faith is absoluiely essential. We
must  believe or we will never move.
Doubt and unbelief end in stagnation
and death. Posgitive bellef, even if
mixed with error. leads by degrees to-
ward Truth. Humanity is one. We
must live and love not for ourselves,
but FOR THE BRACE. If we rise, we
help to lift all about us, and If we
fall we drag others down. Our highest
privilege and office is to be echannels
through which the Divine TLife ghall
flow to invigorate and inspire. If the
soul eurrents do not conrze from within
outwards, they sink in a deadly vorfex.
Giving out or ministration is the highesat
and greatest law. Love senf out never
retnrns  vold.”

D T I T T —
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The News From Acca

Haifa, Syria, July 31, 1908.
Dir. Moody and Mrs. Russell,
230 South’ Hoyne Ave,
Chicago.

Allaho ABHA !
Two Dear Sisters In the Kingdom :
Doostani Khalli Azizi Fareed:

Lot me give you, O! friends, the
greatest mews of this day, the most
glorions tidings now current In the Holy
Land. 1 refer to an official proclama-
tion issued in Constantinople by the
will of His Majesty, the Sultan, Abdul
Hamid, that the Crown has granted
the Ottoman Empire a Constitution and
that all the exiles and prisoners in
Acca, as well as other fortresses and
penal towns, are Iree. How incredible
this sounded to the ears of those who
for years have bDeen here! And yet
such was the burden of an official tele-
graphic message sent from Stambool,
or Constantinople, to the Governor, the
Mulasherif of Acea.

How does this seem to you? Yester-
day a few of the old exiles of Acea,
Mohammedan gentlemen, formerly well-
known officinls in the Tuorkish Govern-
ment, and who for their desire for Con-
stitutionalism were in prison, were set
free. They came to Haifa and sailed
for their respective homes. They were
guch a happy group!

The beloved  Abdal-Baha {roohi
fedah!) went to the Rizwan for the
first time after seven years confinement.
My dear father was at Acca yesterday
and he was in the Lord's company.
And such a great joy it was! We are
expecting hopefully the presence of the
Beloved here in a few days,

The last few months of Acea have a
remarkable history. No one who is
away can have had an adequate con-
ception of the status, How dark it
wias! Tt is ever darkest before the
dawm.

Diear Bisters: Give these joyous
tidings to the Bahai friends. Thus may
all rejoice! Please give every one of
the beloved my reverent greetings of
love. I would, if possible, write to
every one Im order to give the good
News.

I have given you all the Information
we have thus far on this important
matter. Any possible further develop-
ment I will also communicate—TInsha-
allah!

In the Love of Baha'e'llah and the
service of Abdul-Baha,

Your obedient servant,

(Signed) AMEEN UrpaH Fareep, M. D.

We have a letter from our brother,
Abmad Esphahani, commenting on the
conditions referred to in the foregoing
letter as follows:

“This is glorlous news for the Bahais
thronghont the world, for it inaugurates
a4 new era in the affairs of the Holy
Land in general, and Acca in particalar.
Henceforth, no more spies, no more
restrictions, no more confinement for
Abdul Baha, and those devoted disciples
who are gathered around Him. The
Door of Hope is now truly opened he-
fore the face of all, and the maching-
tions and conspiracies of the enemies
will fall to the ground. Everywhere
there is rejoicing and great happiness,
for the resultz of thiz great freedom
are far reaching and moat important
for the Cause and for the world.

“To my mind the believers in New
York, Brooklyn and New Jersey should
arrange a Feast of Joy to celebrate
this glorious glad-tidings.”

Of course, the gpies and enemies re-
ferred to by Brother Esphahani are
the mischief makers and jealous ones
who from time to time have spread
false reports and sent false acensations
to Constantinople, for all well-informed
Bahais know that His Majesty, the
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Sultan, and the Turkish Government
have always treated the exiles at Aceca
with the utmost falrness. His Majesty's
recent proclamation iz proof of the cor-
rectness of Abdul Baha's repeated state-
mente that the Sultan’s real intention
has always been to promote justice
and equity.

The Feast of Rejoicing suggested by
Brother Ahmad Esphahanl was ar-
ranged by Mr. Howard MacNutt and
held at No. 9356 Hastern Parkway,
Brooklyn. At the request of TaE
BurreTiy, Mr. MacNutt furnishes us
with the following report:

A splendid evidence of the wvitality
of the Bahai Cause was expressed in
the gathering of Believers at 935 Rast-
ern Parlkway, Brooklyn, on Saturday,
August 30th, to celebrate the “freedom
of Abdul Baha.”

Although this was practically a mid-
aummer meeting, and notifieation of
it Informal and hasty, the house was
filled and the oecasion a memorable
one in Bahai history.

Among the blessings which have Tol-
lowed the recent politieal awakening in
Turkey, news of one event of paramount
importance to the Bahai world has
reached this country by letter,

Whatever may be the conditions nnder
which the freedom of Abdul Baha has
been granted-—whether the liberation is
complete or only partial, safficient evi-
dence is fortheoming to believe that
former conditions have passed away,
and a new era has dawned in which the
Abha Revelation will spread Tts Light
to the world, under less rigld restric-
tion and buman oppression.

The meeting, in celebration of this
great event, was vibrant with rejoicing.
Mr. Hoar reviewed thel_ tacts and his-
tory of Abdul Baha's imprizonment and
exile, from its beginning to the present
crulmination,—speaking from personal
experlences within the walls of the
“most desolate of cities” and in happy
reminiscences of his visit there in 1902,

Mra. Brittingham followed with the
reading of a Inminons Tablet, just re-

ceived by her from Acea, and comment-
ing upon the clrcumstances of her pil-
grimage to the HEast, a few years ago.

Mrs, Grundy expressed the thought
that our most sincere appreciation of
Abdul Baha's liberation from the thrall-
dom of human power will be to spread
the Message of Bahai Trath, which
shall maxe all men spiritually free from
the bonds of Superstition and religious
nncertainty.

Mra, McNutt spoke of Abdul Baha's
words to her, in which he =sald:
“Though my body iz imprisoned, my
spirit Is ever free':

“Once I was in chaing underground
but I was happy, very, very happy.”

Mr. Curnock showed that persecution
and imprigonment served only to in-
crease the fire and glow of the Love
of God in human hearts, and that
Heaven was fo be realized amid the
most difficult and trying conditlons of
earih.

Mr. MacNutt said that as Abdul Baha
had =0 frequently urged us to rejoice
when calamities descended upon him,
how much greater our happiness now
that the conditions in Aeca had been
g0 greatly relaxed and improved—ithat
the Bahai Hevelation is essentially and
under all circumstances a Soul condi-
tion of joy and optimism—that precise-
Iy forty years had elapsed since the
blessed exiles had been sent to Acea,
August 31st, 1868,

Mr. Harris reviewed the wonderful
gignificance and aceomplishment of
these present davs, in which the real
ounteome and froitage of the Manifesta-
tion was becoming more and more ap-
parent—that the conditions of better-
ment and uplift, althongh great and
immeasurable in the West, are still
greater and more significant in the East,
where the races and religions are
grouped.

Mr. Barakatullah made the closing
address, explaining that recent advices
receélved by him from all parts of the
Fn=t, indieated o great infusion of light
amd power into the afiairs of men, and

o
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that the “Dwoor of Hope” had been in-
ileed opened to those fhﬁt git in dark-
ness.

Like every other REahnai gathering,

- this meeting and celebration was unan-

imously considered tha ‘“best yet.,” The
influence of the announcement from the
East enkindled Bahai hearts with new
fire and fervor.

A few strangers present were visibly
moved and affecied by the evidence of
love and spivitual fragrance, manifested
by the people of Baha, toward every-
body, and the words of Professor
Browne, who visited Acca in 15889, came
back to ns all with newer and deaper
significance,

“Persian Muslims will tell you often
that the Bahais bewitch their Fuests,
#0 that these impelled by a fascination
which they cannot resist hecome simi-
larly affected,

The spirit which pervades the Bahals
is such that it can hardly fail to affect
most  powerfully all subjected to ifs
influence.

Let those who have not seen disbe-
lieve me If they will; should that spirit
once reveal itsell to them, they will
experience an emotion which they are
not likely to forget,”

The Message
“The Sun of Trath i the Word of
God upon which depends the training
of the people of the country of thought.
It Is the Bpirit of Reality and the
Water of Life. All things owe their
existence to it.” (Baha'o’llah.)
Man is educated. The animals, birds
and fishes need but little education to
fill the purpose of their lives, Man is
horn helpless and remaing so for a long
time. His faculties are brought into
uge by training. He does not use speech
until tanght to de so0. From birth to
death his life is one period of learning.
Every day he 18 at school, learning the
lessons of life—how to live.
Ar it iz with him materially =0 ig it
spirifually. e has within him spiritual

faculties, latent powers given to him
by his Father, God. They are asleapn
untll awakened by the call of his Father,
That awakening is by means of the
Word of God, the Creative Word by
which all things are made. Just as
physical things are created by the rays
of the sun, so spiritual things are
brought to life by the Word of God.

- Thiz awakening and ecreating Word
comes to mankind through certain men,
chosen and prepared by God fo ex-
press His Word in speech and writing
amd to manifest it in their lives, that
men may learn Hig Will and have
knowledge of Him. From time tc time,
from cyele to cycle, such a Man ap-
pears, declares his mission as God's
Messenger, proclaims the Word of Cod
with anthovity, and departs.

The Word thus revealed ig received
at first by a few, and through them
by more, gradually spreading its sphere
of infloence until it affects muliitudes
of lives, alters the course of nations
and re-creates a great portion of the
world. It founds a “Dispensation” which
lasts for centuries and becomes the mo-
tive power around which are established
the laws and lives of many generations,

The characteristics of these Divine
Words which prove them to be from a
higher source than man, are their direct
appeal to the hearts and lives of men
rathen than to their intellects {the ap-
peal s through the intellect, but not
to it), and their penetrative power to
reach the centers of 1life and regen-
erate them; their creation of new ideas
and ideals and the overthrow of former
conceptions;  thelr resistless advance
dgainst opposing earthly powers and
dominion, raising men to higher morals
and conditions; their Permanency, ont-
lasting kingdoms, dynasties and philos-
ophies. Whenever or wherever ofe ap-
pears, claiming to be a giver of God's
Message, and these results follow his
Word, he may be safely pronounced the
true Messenger of God and worthy of
the deepest honor and love of all man-
kind.
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There have Dbeen several such pro-
clalmers of God’s Word, but we musl
remember that each declared it in the
language and terminologies of his time
and race, and according to the capacity
of his hearers. They also spoke in al-
legory amd parable in order that the
Word might not be desecrated, that the
rejecters might have the shield of ignor-
ance toé proteet them from committing
nupardonable sing, and that every sin-

cere leart might gather from the illus-

trationg the real meanings which satis-
fled his own need. From the time of
Adam and Enoch to that of Moses and
Jesus (who came not to destroy but to
fuldlly, and down to this wonderful
day, such bearers of the Word have
appeared #f3 Divine Teachers {o man-
kind through his years of progress and
evolution from the childhood of the race
to 1t present manhood. Never have the
children of earth been left without In-
giruction  and guidance from  their
Father, God, and all the great religions
of the world had their source and In-
gpiration from Him divectly through His
Chosen Prophets. Yon will find those
who have been born and trained under
the teachings of Zoroaster, Euddha,
AMo=es and Mohammed as loyal to their
Prophet and their lives influenced as
deeply by his feachings as are those
who are born and eduoeated in Christian
lands, who owe their allegiance to
Christ Jesus,

Each of these great ones declared
that his giving of the Word was not
final: that it was indeed complete and
sufficlent for his time and his followers,
but that another should come with
grenters revealing, and that, in the time
of the end, the end of the age, all
things shonld be changed, all pass away,
amd a pew created heaven and earth
ghould fill the place of the old; that
a new Revelation should come from God
with sueh power, such clearness, such
universal adaptation that all the world
wonld receive it, that all nations and
peoples  would come together in the
acknowledgment of One Truth, the wor-

ghip of One God, and into peace and
harmonious brotherhood with all men.

The Bahal Message iz the declaration
of the fulfillment of these. It is that
we are now living in the Day of Ful-
fillment, the Day of Resurrection and
Judgment ; that we are blessed with the
sight of this glorious Revelation, the
first ray of which shone forth from
the declaration of the Bab (the Gate)
in Persia in 18544. He, a young man,
mnschooled, not trained in the wisdom
of men, arose among the great Dwoctors
of the Law who ruoled the people in
splritual darkness and ignorance, and
called upon them fo repent, to change
their lives, to cleanse themselves from
evil, for the end of the times was at
hand, and to prepare to meet “He whom
Fod shall manifest,” who was about fo
appear as the Messenger of the Most
Hich,

Nine - years later Baha'o'llah (The
Glory of God) began the showing forth
of this Messengership, and for forty
years, throngh the most severe perse-
ontions, imprisonment, oppression anmd
trial, He proclaimed the Word of God
hy mouth and pen, ealling upon all the
people of the world, all races and re-
liziong, to come to the Light of Revela-
tion shining throngh that Word.

He taught that the time wag at hand
for the coming of the *“Most Great
Peace,” the cessation of wars, the unity
and harmony of the world, the increase
and diffusion of Eknowledge, and the
worghip by all men of the One and
Eingle God. He declared the -purpose
of the Revelation, the Glory of God, fo
be the abolition of differences between
religlons, the bringing of all into ae-
knowledgment of the One Father and
into the fraternity of the children of
God. Tt proves that God Is no respecter
of persons, but they who zeek Him in
every race and place, poor and rich.
high and low, everywhere, are invited
intfo His Kingdom of Love and IPeace.
Iy savs:

“0 ye discerning ones of the people:
Verily the Words which have descended

R
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lvemt the hedven of the Will of God,
e Lthe source of unity and harmony
for the world. Close your eves to raclal
differences and welcone all with the
light of Oneness. Be the caunse of com-
fort and promotion of humanity, Thig
handful of dust, the world, is one home;
let it be in unity. Forsake pride: it
ig a cause of discord., Follow that which
tends to harmony.”

In 1862, Baha'o'llah departed after ap-
pointing his son, Abdul-Baha Abbas as
the Inferpreter and Exemplar of the
newly given Law of God, and commanded
all believers to turn thelr faces unto
Him. He still lives, showing in word
and life the beauty of Holiness and the
honor of Righteonsness. Hiz mname,
Abdnl-Baha signifles the Servant of God,

amd he claims no higher station or title,
His life is one' of pure. unadulterated
service (0 God and to man. He is the
perfect Man, the model, the exemplar
of righteousness, the Interpreter of tha
Word, the liver of the Law. He calls
all men to come to this Revelation, this
great feast of Knowledge, this Tahble of
God. The essence of the teaching ls
love to God and love to man, It takes
up all the divine threads of the God-
given religions of the past, and weaves
them in the loom of Divine Revelation
into a beantiful garment of love and
service, of holiness and righteousness
for the new man in the new Kingdom
of God, the new Heaven and new earth
of this great Babbath of the ages.
=T, C.

The Assemblies

Yezd Persia

We are indebted to our brother,
Charles E. Sprague, of Chicago, for a
copy of the following letter from the
Zoroastrinn Bahais of Yezd. On the
envelope enclosing the original to Do
Ameen OFllah Fareed Abdnl Baha wrote
these words: *“This ig a letter written
by Parses or Zoroastrian | Bahaig) to
the beloved of God in America. Trans-
late, print and spread it."

Allaho-Abha !

O people of Baha in America: We
offer our life to you!

This is an epistle from - the Parsee
(Bahai) Assembly fo the spiritual As-
semblies and Christian Bahai gather-
ings of Americn. Thiz s 4 flame from
the fire of the love of Abdul-Baha,—
may our spirits be a sacrifice to His
beloved,—which aims to express by pen
and ink the glad-tidings of the Kingdom
and the joys of Heaven. Even so it
proclaims:

(» people of faithfulness, O night-
ingales of the zarden of truthfulness and
CETIPSESE Congider how the Heavenly
Father has fed His children from the

table of the Kingdom. and how He has
animated them and severed them from
the world, that they may hasten to the
arena of sacrifice, dancing and rejoicing,
ready to offer a thonsand lives for the
beloved. ;

They have quaffed His proffered chal-
ice of Omneness and have been fed at
His table of Love, which caused them
to rejoice In remembrince of ome
another. The Westerner has become the
heart companion of the Easterner and
the Oriental spirit and fragrance to the
Oceidental,

Who is this Heavenly Father who has
thus gathered together IMis dispersed
children? Who is He who hag saved man-
kind from discord and is leading the
realm of men to the Kingdom of “The
Most Grent Pence?’ Opposing elements
and quarreling nations iz He nniting.
Beastly creatures are by Him made
angelic and to them that are dead is
He giving a new life. In the heart of
the human tres He has lighted the light
of love. Praise be to Him! Glory be
nnto Him who has created men oqnal!

Therefore, oh ye beloved who are
happy, ol ve lovers who rejoice: How
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can we remain idle inosoch a Day as
this, in such a light as this?  Can we
rest silent. It is the time of joy and the
period of rejoicing, It Iz the Day of call-
ing and the period of summoning to the
Lord. It is the Age of the Covenant.
It i# the Great Feast; the Day of Judg-
ment. It is the hour of gathering the
gems and  the time of giving ont the
pearls of Wisdom. It is the Day of
Revelation. It is the period of Mani-
festation, Tt is the Spring of power
and glorification. It is the Day of great
happiness. It is the Day of Baha.

In thanksgiving for this great bounty
we must engage in resusticating the dead
and in sefting the hearts aglow with
the Love of GO We must pray to
GO fervently and ask Him earnestly
to guide all those who arve led astray,
to the right pathway.

O ye beloved of GOD and our dear
ones in the Kingdom: We think of you
always In our meetings and ever re-
member you with delight, We agk con-
firmation from the Kingdom of Abha in
your behalf., Will you also supplicate
for us the Divine Threshold in the
sacred houare of prayer?

We beg to hear from vou, for it makes
ns# very happy.

Greoting and praise be upon the peo-
ple of Baha who are blessed by His
Grnidance,

i Bigned)

THE PArRSEE BAHAT ASSEMBLY oF YEZD,

Chicago

We have written to a number of the
friends in Chicago for an account of
affpirs in that section, and while we
have promises of articles for the next
number, for thig issne we can only print
the following from Brother G. W. Lesch:

“The Temple project seems to he the
a1l abzorbing topic in Chicago.  You no
doubt have been informed as to our ef-
forts in that direction. A parcel of
ground 100x195 feef hag already been
purchazed. In addition to this we have
about twelve hundred dollare in the
treasury toward the purchase of more

Iand, or to be used for whatever pur-
pose is deemed advigable. Tt seems to
be the desire of Abdul Baha that this
project be completed as early as pos-
gible, as evidenced by recent Tablels
from Him. OF conrse we know that this
cannot - be accomplished until  all  join
inone  harmonious  action of self-sac-
rifice.

Weekly meetings are held every Sun-
day morning in Corinthian Hall, Ma-
gonic Temple, to which all are invited.
Group meetings are also held during the
week  on - different sides of the city.
Bome effort is now being made toward
securing a list of addresses of Bahais,
throughont this country espeelally, which
will !J'E of great value in many ways.
According fo reports from the Bahai
IMublishing Society there has been a very
healthy demand for literature of late.
which we hope will bring forth results.
Trust that what Iz mentioned will be of
S0mMe use to you.”

Kenosha, Wisconsin

As tending to spread the fragrances
of the Kingdom, we print the following
from o letter received from our brother,
Charles K. Sprague, of Chicago:

I have met many beantiful souls
sinee I have been in Chicago, and of
thoze worthy of special mention is that
dear old  patriarch “Pa’  Goodall, who
at present lives in Kenosha, His heart
Is melted with the Love of (God and it
i= a blessing to be in his presence.
Another one is that holy brother, Mr.
B. M. Jacobson, also of Kenosha, a man
who knows not rest day nor night, but
is always working In the Cause. The
Kenosha Assembly is very Spiritual and
the Atmosphere of love which they ex-
hale is not found in many places in
America. By the beauntiful lives of the
Kenosha Assembly and by the Spirit of
love which they show forth and by the
arguments which they produce, they have
been able to win back six or seven of
the believers who had fallen away (you
know what I mean—Nakazeen) in the
lnst year. They have had great perse-
cation and have won great spiritnality.

-~
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Recently the Kenosha Assembly wrote
a letter diffnsing the true Bahai love,
informing other Assemblies and  eitles
of the work: done in Kenosha., It de-
serves wider circalation, and if space
permitted, we should be glad to repro-
duce the Jetter entire. Under the cir-
cumstances the following abstract must
snifice ;

At first our numbers were few. We
met in the homes of the friends, and,
alter passing through many trials and
sethacks, we arose with determination
and zeal to place the banner of Peace
and Coocord and the Caunze of Baha
upon g permanent foundation, both ma-
terially and apiritaally. With this end
in view, we labored diligently and per-
soveringly antil our little band grew to
such an extent that a larger and more
convenient meeting place became nec-
essary.  After various changes we have
now secured full possession of a large
hall in the cenfer of this city where
all meetings for worship and also the
Nineteen day Feasts are held, and,
having established a Board of Consulta-
tion, composed of nine members, all their
deliberations and administrative affairs
are carried on therein,. A School of In-
dusiry has been organized that the ehil-
dren may learn some usefal work, in
accordance with instructions contained
in the Kitab-el-Akdas. And a school for
all the children to learn the ComMmunes
and pravers and simpler teaching of the
Iteligion of GOD, is under way. The
necessity of a place of onr own is evi-
dlent.

Om June 30th, 1907, upon the return
of Mr., and Mrs. Arthur 8 Agnew and
son, Ruhulla, Mrs. Corinne True, Mr.
Thornton Chase, and Mr. Charles Shef-
fler from their pilgrimage to Acca, we
arranged a reception and invited them
{0 Kenosha to fell ug of their experiences
and impressions, A portion of the same
day we nlso set apart for the dedlcation
of the hall as a temporary Bahai Tem-
ple, or Mashrak-el-Azcar,

A number of the friends went to the
depot - and escorted the visitors to the

hall, where a full dinner was prepared
amd  served by the Kenosha o brothers
and sigters.  We have our own stove,
kitchen ntensils, and dishes, these having
been donated to the Assembly by the
friends from time to time,

Such g beantifal gathering it was,
full of the &pirit and Love of GOD!
I1f makes us think of the promise of
Christ wherein He says:  “So they shall
come from the east and west and sit
down in the Kingdom of GOD!"

After partaking of the feast, the hall
wias cleared and preparations made for
the programme of the afternoon.

The meeting was opened by singing
of praises, after which Dr. Amesn Ullah
Fareed chanted a Commune in Persian
and read a Tablet from Abdual-Baha
upon education.  Then Brother B. M,
Jacobsen, of Kenosha, welcomed the pil-
grimg and spoke of the purpose of the
gathering  and  the dedication of  the
place of worship to the Cause of GOD,
and was followed by Brother Charles
Scheffier, of Chicago, who gave a de-
scription of their journey from America
to the presence of Abdul-Baha, the many
happy events upon the trip and various
Maces they visited, giving us a glimpse
of their voyage until greeted by the
“Marhabba ! Marhabba ! of Abdul-Baha
never to be forgotten by those who are
granted this welcome.

Then Brother Thornton Chase gave a
short talk about his impressions of
Abdul-Baha, His Majesty, and yet the
absence of all that itends to earthly
pomp or glory; His complete resignation
to servitude and love, and the over-
powering effect of His presence. (May
we all learn from Him the meaning of
servitude!) Brother Albert R. Win-
dust, of Chicago, sang “The Holy City,”
and then Brother Arthur 8, Agnew gave
us more of the experiences of the pil-
grims in Acca, the sgpiritual center of
the work for ages to come: the broad-
ening effert of the visit upon him per-
gonally and the larger concepiion galned
of what the Revelation of Baha’n'llah
stands for. Afferward PBrother Byron
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8. Lane, of Bangor, Mich,, who was
one of the early teachers here, and who
had come especially for this reunion, ex-
presged  his joy  at being again sur-
rounded by the friends, renewing old
ties and making new ones, and his great
pleasure at seeing the Cause bearing
froit and becoming stronger. DBrother
Albert R. Windost rendered another
song, “The Heavens Resound,” and
Brother B, M, Jacobsen closed the meet-
ing with appropriate words expressing
the hope that ere long a permanent
Mashrak-el-Azkar might be built for all
the people to come and worship in.
Thus was spent one of the grandest
dayvsz in the history of the Kenosha
Agssembly and the Canse of GOD in
America,

Dear brothers and sisters, are there
any of you who, reading these few lines,
can doubt the Spirit of GOD moving
through the world teday? Such mar-
velous results in so sghort a time are
simply miraculons. I is not our Inten-
tlon to comment muoch npon these mat-
ters, but almost every large and promi-
nent city in - Amerlea now has a Bahal
center and ofhers are rapldly being es-
tablicshed  as competent servantg are
arising to go out Into the world and
gpread the glad tidings of the Kingdom
of ABHA. We hope our humble effort
may Inspire you to do likewise, a8 now
the time is ripe and we have Abdul-
Baha with us continually: calling uas to
gervitude In His Path. The need for
Iaborers is great. Through our sincere
love we- - send  forth -this appeal that
other citles;, which have not been pene-
trated by the Great Mesaage, may re-
ceive a share of His Bounry.

Believe ns your most huomble servants
and co-laborers In His Name,

Tar KeNosma | WISCONBIN)  ASSEMBELY
OF BAHAIS.

Address all return commnnications 1o
Ar. B. M. Jacobsen, B, F. T 35, Ken-
osha, Wis, or Mr. Lounis Voelz, 431
Adhltamd Ave., Kenosgha, Wis, 5. 8. A,

Montclair Congress of
Religions

The Pasitor of Unity Church (Uni-
tarian), Montclair, N, J., arranged to
have hig pulpit filled during the snmmer
Just past by representatives of varlous
religions, and ealled the =eries of lec-
tures or sermons a “Congress. of  Re-
ligioms,” ~ The pulpit was occupied  one
Sunday by Mizra - All Kull Khan, who
delivered the Mesgage of the Bahai Rev-
elation.  On Sunday, August 16th, Prof.
Barakatullah - delivered a leciture on
“Bufeeism,” at the end of which he =aid
that the true Sufees today are the fol-
lowers of Baha'Ollah., In former days,
he added, it was a privilege fo become
a real Sufee, but today through the grace
of DBaha O'llah, every frue Bahai be-
comes spiritual. These remarks made a
very  favorable Impression on a pretty
large audience. Many of them made
earnest  inguiries about the Revelation
and expressed a desire to attend Bahai
meatings,

Mr, and Mrs. Chas. Edsall, of No. 63
Bonth Fullerton Avenue, Montclair, real-
izing the importance of following up
the work of Brothers Kahn and Barala-
tullah, have arranged for meetings at
their: home every Sunday afterncoon - af
3:45 o'clock; which they have invited
various Bahal teachers to attend. The
first of thege meetings was held Sanday,
September  6th, and was conducted by
Mr. W, H. Hoar, of Fanwood. The
meeting on Sunday, the 13th, iz to be
addressed by Mr. Harris, and on Sun-
day, September 20th, Mr. Howard Mac-
Nutt is to have charge.

All the friends are invited to these
meefings, and the larger attendance, of

conrse, the more offective will he the
work.

Brockville, Ontario, Canada

This summer, Mirzga Enayatallah- and
Prof. M. Barakatullah were the suests
of Mr. Percy Woodeoek at his beautiful
house, situated on- the banks of the
river St Lawrence, at - Brockville, On-
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tario, Canadn. IDaring their stay there,

Mr, Woodceoel invited from time to thnme

several ladies and o gentlemen to intro-
fnee them to-hig gnests. The conversa-
tion invariably drifted to the Bahai
Hevelation.  Tn the beginning, those who
heard it for the first time were naturally
astonished ; but when the dizcourse ad-
vanced o little further fthe spirit of
opposition was softened, and gradually
the attitude of astonighment was
changel  ionte  admiration  before {he
IHEE[iH,L’_" came to an emd. At some IHE_Et-
ings  the whole convergation fook o
gcientific furn and the Bahal Revelation
wag  introduced by the teachings of
geience ; at other times it took the form
of gpirituality, and again, at other
times, the conversation turned on the
prophecies of the Bible. In this way
a little seed has been sown this seaszon
which may grow into a healthy and good
crop, In some cases the sngeestion of
the solation of several knotty problems
of =ociology and also of economic Qif-
culties  throngh  Divine  Revelation,
sirengthened by historical evidence, did
not fall to make a good lmpression upon
men of that tuen of mind.

Prof. Barakatollah had the privilege
of attending the Suanday school in the

FPresbhyterian church in Broekville for

three consecntive Sundays and took part
in a debate on the szubject of the
“Millenninm.”  Althongh the class was
compoged of old men, strictly orthodox,
it was influenced by the citatlon of
facts and figures concerning the Bahai
Revelation, notwithstanding the fact that
the pastor of the church took the view
of the =econd coming of the Christ in
the light of each s=oul’s conversion fo
JEE1E.

It was a rare privilege and a great
pleasure to  hear Mirza Enayaiullah
Esphahani recite the poems, the tablets
aml other writings that proceeded from
the pon of the Blessed Perfection.

Brooklyn

During - the  season  1907-1908, the
Brooklyn - Assembly  reorganized its
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Board of Counsel and appointed an
Aunxiliary Board of Maid-zervants.. Al-
though Brooklyn energies ave to a great
extent devoted to the New York mect-
Ings, yet a greaf deal of local and dls-
tinctive Bahai work hag been accom-
plished dnring the past vear. Brooklvn
in“a unit in Bahai Faith and Love.
There hag never been a ripple upon the
stromg, forceful carrent which flows
from heart to heart and loges itself
in the Great Sea of the Abha Manifes-
tation, This unity and harmony can be
attributed to the fact that the Brook-
Irn bellevers have steadfastly centered
themzelves upon the Word and made
its exposzition the central point and
purpose of their development. Through-
onif the year the regular Nineteen Iay
I'easts bave been held, the attendance
running a8 high as eighty-two. As
these joyful celebrations are held in the
homes of believers, the atimunios and ce-
menting influence ean be readily under-
gtood.

The season ahead of us promises very
great results. The Assembly is full of
workers and the wonderful Spirit of
Onene=s which thrills and animates our
Assembly must inevitably bring forth its
blessed froits. Howarp MacNUTT.

The Cause in and Around

Boston
(From Harlan I, Ober.)

The Boston Bahai Asgembly has been
holding regnlar meetings for approach-
ing two jears, but meetings for the pur-
pose of  fenching were in progress for
a considerable time before the establish-
ment of the Aszsembly.

In the beginning the teachers . were
principally from the New York or Chi-
cngo Assemblies and- also from Montreal.
Now the greater part ls carried on by
the believers in and around Boston with
lectures from time to thne by those
coming from other cities, who give the
resulfz of their stwlies and also bring
the zood news from the varions Assem-
blies, Infhis  way  Boston - has kept
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in ¢lose toneh with the Cause else-
where,

The Boston Assembly is composed of
believers not only from Boston proper,
but also most of the ecities and

towns near by, for

from
the Mesgage has
been given in those places., The meeting
place has been in both Boston and Cam-
bridge, and from the beginning the splrit
of the meetings has been remarkable.

From the fall of 190G till late in the
snmmer of 1007 the numbers who came
to the meetings were large, and the in-
terest manifested was great. The Mes-
sage was given fo hundreds of people
and many
have moved away, are carrying on the
work In other Assembliez that they have
established.

who became believers and

The attendance during the last winter
np il the sommer seazon was not o8
great, on an average, as during the pre-
ceding year, ‘but there was more reg-
ularity atd the work was pul upon a
firmer basis. Affalrs were taken up and
digcuszsed by a Board elected by the As-
sembly, and, following the commands of
Abdul Baha, the Message was given in
places around Boston where 1t had not
before been delivered. God willing, As-
semblies will be established in these
places before very long. Already one
Assembly has been  formed in Beverly,
where apme of the leading teachers In
the country have spoken, and much in-
terest has been shown. Im Topsfeld, a
small town some twenty miles or more
from Boston, many meetings were held
during the last yvear and these were all
well attended. In Leominster, Mass,,
there have been very interesting meet-
ings - held, and at these meetings two
have usually spoken, o man and a
woman, These mestings have heen mose
satisfactory. The command of Baha'Ollab
that two shonld go on these journeys
to give the Message, has been followed
out wherever possible, and the results

have always been well balanced meet-
Ings.

It is estimated that probably five thon-
sand in and aroand Boston-have heard
the Message during the last five years.
It 15 impossible to estimate how many
have indirectly  heard it. The Boston
Agrembly g growing slowly and surely,
seeking unity and singleness of purpose,
rather than numbers, and is trying to
meet the problems that come. by prayver
and consnltation.

There is a complete organization, with
i Board, Executive Committee, and spe-
cinl  committees  on  the Temple, on
Fensts nnd Hospitality, on publication,
ofe. It hag been found that by follow-
ing these mwethods: more can be accom-
plished “in the Cause of God, and there

Arrmore satisgfaction among the believers.

Spirit

“Bpirit ig the highest and supreme de-
velopment of the soul. =oul i=s the ma-
terial ¢cr outer self—the Mind, Mins is
the action of the Sounl's powers. The
body - is the physical covering or medinm
in which Mind acte and fonetions, At
denth everything but Spirit is destroyed
and becomes extinct,”

ABDUL BAHA.

If thoun art a Muasselman, go stay with
the Francks; It thou art a Christian, mix
with the Jews; if thow art a Shuah, mix
with the Schismatics.  Whatever ig thy
religion, asgociate with men of opposgite
persuasions. - If thou canst mix with
them freely. and art not the least an-
zered whilst listening to thelr discourse,
thou hast attained peace, and art a mas-
ter of  creation.—Aralian Scripfures.

To him who on thede pinlong hins risen
and soared away fo the throne of fhe
Highest, all religions arve alike; Chris-
tiang,  Moslems, Guebers, Jews . . all
adore Him' in thelr several way and
form.—Persian A pothegin.



THE BAHAI BULLETIN

Denver

From Denver, Colorade, under date of
Angust 20th, we have the following:

“Yours of recent -date recelved and
I am very much pleased to learn that
the Bahais are at last to have a printed
messenger that will visit the home of
every believer, keeping all in touch with
the current news of the work and also
strengthening the marvelous spirit of
humanity and loving helpfuloess mani-
fested by all of those aceepting the
revelation.

There was at one time, several years
ago, a group of about 20 believers in
Denver, bat It disintegrated, some leav-
ing the city amnd others losing interest,
until the few earnest ones remaining
have not been able to meet regularly.
Mr. Chage, of Chicago, passed through
Drenver recently and talked to a small
tompany of Divine Sclentists, who, by
the way, are giving the movement more
attention than formerly., Although I
cannot report stated meetings 1 know
that some of us here are doing good
work with the nuomerous pamphlets so
kindly furnished us by believers in Chi-
cago and elsewhere,

I hope to be able to report work of
more interest and activity in the future.
With greetings of love and praise to all,
I remain

Very truly yours,
Mes, Fraxces WALDEN,
Care Moffat Road,

723 Majestic Blig.

Washington

The Bahal meetings in Washingion,
ag we learn through Brother Frank J.
Phelps, have been continued during the
snmmer, but have not been very well
attended for the reason that so many
of the friends have been out of the clty
seattered at the varions summer resorts
around Washington, the most important,
from the Bahai viewpoint, being Colon-
inl Beach and Stonyman Camp. A nom-
ber of the friends go to spend the sum-
mer:at-each of these places and Bahai

meetings - are held.  The latter place is
i beautiful spot on the Blue Ridge
Mountains not far from Harper's Ferry,
Virginia,  Here, with the invigorating
alr of the mountains, beautiful scenery,
Al abundance of pure water and spirit-
ual companionship and assoclation, one
rets cloge to the heart of things—oelose
to God. The place iz managed by Mr.
Pollock, the brother of “Assaya,” for-
merly Mizss Pollock, now Mrs. W. P.
Allen. Here, inspired by the example
and enthmsiasm of Mrs. Allen, who is
one of the most active and effective
workers among the maid-servants in this
country, a number of meetings and
feasts have been held during the sum-
mer. One of the most pleaging resuli=
of these has been the raising of a sum
of money for the Temple fund.

Our dear little Mrs. Barnitz is the
presiding genins at Colonial Beach, and
there, too, daring the summer the friends
have gathered, as heretofore, and con-
tinued the work of holding meetings
nnd  teaching, and qulte a handsome
sim has been raized at the Beach for
the Temple fund by renting tents to
campers. Besides the amounts raized at
Stonyman Camp and Colonial Beach
during the summer, the Washington As-
sembly proper also has some money on
hand which has not yet been sent fo
the general fund at Chicago.

THE DAY

A Monthly Magazine for Sin-
cere [Thinkers
Subscription Price, $1.50 Single Copy, 15c.
Sample Copy Upon Application

THE DAY is an open forum for the
free discussion of every phase of sincere
thought, and gives a complete epitome of
the world’s great attainments.

Send for our prospectus.

Roger Brothers

429 Sixth Ave., New York
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‘Announcement of Meetings

NEW YORK.

Regular meetings every Sunday at 11 o'clock, A. M., at Geneological Hall,
No. 226 West 58th Street., September 20th and 27th, Mr. Harris; October 4th, 11th
and 18th, Mr. MaeNuit. Subject to change.

Regzular meetings every Friday evening at & o'clock, at the studio of. Miss
Juliet Thompson, No. 119 East 19th Ety‘er-!t-

Resular meetings every Sunday afternoon at 3:30 o'clock, at the residence
of Mr. Arthur P. Dodge, 261 Wesat 130th Street.

Regular meetings every Sumday evening, at 8 o'clock, at the hm‘ﬂé of Mra.
F. E. Gibbons, No. 83 Madison Avenue,

BROOKLYN.

Regular meetings every Sunday afternoon at 3:30 o'clock, at the residence
of Mr. and Mrs. Howard MacNutt, No, 935 HEastern Parkway.

JERSEY CITY.

Regular meetings will be resumed by the Jersey Assembly, beginning Sun-
day, October 4th, at 8 o'clock P. M., at No. 550 Newark Avenue.  The friends
in New York are eapecially requested to encourage these meetings by theilr
Prasance.
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Hidden Words.

Wnt'ds of Wisdom and Communes;

.- from the “Supreme Pen” of
. Baha'ollah@ 83 pages; paper cover,
10c; leather, $1.00.

The Seven Valieys.
Revealed by Baha'ollah, 56 pages:
paper cover, 26c; leather, $1.00,

Book of Ighan or Book of Assurance.

By Baha'ollah. 180 pages; ecloth, 80c.
Postage 10e¢ additional.

Tablet of Tarazat, Tablet of the World,
Words of Paradise, Etc.

By Baha'ollah. 92 pages; paper, 50c.

The Tablet of Ishrakat.
By Baha'ollah. 45 pages; paper, 26c

Surat ul Hykl.

By Baha'ollah. 63 pages; paper cover,
200

Ten Days in the Light of Acca,

By Julia M. Grundy, from the words
of Abdul Baha. 111 pages; paper
cover, 2be.

Table Talks at Acca.

By Arthur 8. Agnew. 23 pages; paper
cover, 10ec.

MNotes Taken at Acca.

By Mrs. Corinne True. 32 pages:
paper cover, 10c.

Address The Bahai

P. O. Box 321 Madison Square

Catalogue of Books

The Revelation of Baha'ollah.

By Isabella D. Brinttingham. 33 pages;
paper cover, 10,

The Bahal Proofs.
(History and Instruction.)

By Mirza Abdul Fazl. 310 pages; cloth,
$2.00. Postage 15¢ additional.

Unity Through Love.

By uI;:Iuwnrd MacNutt. 31 pages; paper,
10¢. :

Bahai Hymns and Poems.

By Mrs. Louise Spencer Waite, 21
pages; paper, 10ec.

The Story of the Bahai Movement.

(A Tniversal Faith.)
]3:,;i Sydney Spragus. 22 pages; papar,
C.

A Year With the Bahais in India and
Burmah.

B};“E:fdner Sprague. 53 pages; paper,
e

In Galilee.

B};_ Thornton Chase. 84 pages; paper,
De.

Some Answered Questions.

Collected and translated from the Per-
sian of Abdul Baha by Laura Clifford
Barney.

Table Talks With Abdul Baha,
Notes taken by Mr. and Mrs. Geo. T.
Winterburn. 32 pages; paper, 10c,

Publishing Society

New York City.




The Mashrak el Azcar

“I beg of Thee, O Thou, Beloved of the hearts of Thy lovers—by the manifestation of
Thy Commandments, by the depths of Thine Inspiration, by the heirhts of Thine Exaltation,
and by the stores of Thy Wisdom—~forbid me not from visiting Thy Bacred House and Holy

Abgde., Permit me, O my God, the privilege to drink from the fountain of its holy place, to
wander around its courts, and to stand beside its gates: For Thou art He, who is, was and

ever shall be, Powerful and Mighty! Nothing can be hidden from Thy Enowledge! Thoa

art He who has all the Power, the Majesty and the Glory! Pralse be to God, the Lord of

all the worlds!"

Letter from Mrs. Corinne True
#2405 Kenmore Avenue,

Chiecago, Oct. 10, 1005,

o T BaHAl BULLETIN &

How beauntifunl that your first appear-
ance among the beloved of God should
be adorned with the first Mashrak-el
Azcar of the world. God grant that be-
fore long the first Mashrak-el-Azear of
America may adorn your face cover.
Abdul Baha is so desirous of the ac-
complishment of this great work of
unity that He =ays the beloved servants
and maid servants must day and night
gtrive until the Mashrak-el-Azcar be
erected in the utmost solidity and beanty.
He writes concerning it: * "The Mashrak-
el-Azear iz THE MOST IMPORTANT
MATTER and the GREATEST DIVINE
INSTITUTE. Consider how the first in-
stitute of Hiz Holiness Moses, after His
exodug from Egypt, was the “Tent of
Martyrdom™” which He raised and which
wag the traveling Temple. It was a tent
which they pitched in the desert wher-
ever they abode and worshipped in it
Likewise, after His Holiness Christ, may
the spirit of the world be a sacrifice to
Him, the first institnte by the disciples
was a Temple. They planned a Church
in every country. Consider the Gospel
{f. ¢, read it) and the IMPORTANCE
of the Mashrak-el-Azear will become evi-
dent’.”

Some have objected to the idea of a
material edifice : but Abdul Baha says:
% he Maskrak-el-Azcar, though outward-
Iy a material foundation, is POSSESSED
OF SPIRITUAL EFFEQT, and causes
the union of hearts and the gathering
of soulg” * * * “Praise be to God!

Baha ‘o "llah.

The erection of the Maghrak-el-Azcar
has a GREAT EFFECT in ALL
GRADES (or states). It was fested in
the Hast and so evidently and plainly
was it proved good (that) even when in
a village a honse was called the Mash-
rak-el-Awcar, it possessed a different ef-
fect, HOW MUCH MORE its BUILD-
ING and ORGANIZATION.”

When in Acca, in the sacred presence
of the Centre of the Covenant, Abdul
Baha, He requested this humble servant
to live in Chicago becanse He desired her
to work for the Temple, His last in-
junction when leaving Him was for me
to do all in my power for the Temple.
The work has become so a part of me
that I have sought again and again in-
structione from His Holy Pen as to its
organization and loeation, and I enclosg
herewith copies of my two last tablets
from His Holy en containing most vi-
tal instroctlons for Amerien, Will you
kindly print these in your next igsue for
the benefit of the friends who read your
contenta?

Yonr Sister in the Most Holy Cause,
CORINNE TRURE."

The Tablets referred to by Mra. True,
in the foregoing letter, are as follows:

WORDS  OF BAHA'O'LLAH FROM
EKITAB-ETL-AKDAR.

(Translated by Dr. Ameen T. Fareed.)
O CONCOUREE OF CREATION!

O PEOPLE!

Construocet homes {or houses) in the
most beautiful fashion possible in every
city in every land, in the name of the
Lord of Religions. Adorn them with that
which beseemeth them—mnot with pie-




THE BAHAI BULLETIN

tures or paintings. Then commemorate
the Lord, the Mereciful, the Clement, in
Bpirit and fragrance. Verily, by His
mention, by this commemeoration, the
breasts shall be dilated, the eyes illumi-
nated, the hearts gladdened, and thus
. ghall you pray the Orient of praises in

the Mashrak-el-Azear (i e, The Source
of Praises).”

Alzo Baha'o'Hah says: “Teach your
children what  hath been revealed
throngh the Bupreme IPen. Instract
them in what hath descended from the
Heaven of Greatness and IPower, Let
them memorize the Tablets of the Merci-
ful and chant them with the most melo-
dions voices in the gallerles built in the
Temple of the Mashrak-el-Azear., The
prayers of the Lord shall be chanted in
& manner to attract the hearts and sounls,
Bleased iz he who listens thereto-—the
River of Life.”

“To the attracted mald-servant of God,
Mra, True, Chicazo,
O dear servant of God!

Your letter has arrived and the con-
tents have given glad tidings that the
ground Tor the Temple has been bought
and also told about the meefing which
was held concerning the needs for the
Temple. From this news great frag-
rance and joy were produced. Thanks
be to God that yon were helped to estab-
liIsh a meeting for this purpose. I hope
that the members of this meeting will
hecome the receivers of the Divine Be-
nevolence and be alded by the Heavenly
Argistances, But consalt with the House
of Bpirituality of Chicago. Yoo must
all be perfectly united and harmonions
until, through  this harmony, you may
perpetually receive help from the King-
dom of God. -

Concerning the members of this Bpirit-
ual meeting, you suggested that they be
selected from all the Bpiritual meetings
of the other ¢ltles of America. I guite
approve amd am very much pleased with
this plan. This will become the canse
of harmony in the Word in all America,
Therefore, ask every Spivitual meeting

in the other cities that they will each
select one and send him, and from these
gelected ones and with those who are
gelected from the Chicago meetings, es-
tablish a new meeting for the provision
of the needs of the Temple, If this be
established with perfect fragrance and
joy, it will produce great results. In
this new meeting, especially for the es-
tablishment of the Temple, ladies are
also to be members.

Give to all the divine friends the glad
tidings of the boundless, Heavenly
Blesgsinge and tell them that the Glances
of the Hyes of Providence are upon them
and the Perfect Favor and Bounty are
descending npon then.

Give my best and kindllest greetings
to your danghter.

And upon yvou be Baha'o'llah.
{Bigned) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS.

Translated by his danghier Monever
Khanom, Aeca, Byria, June 19, 1803,

Extract from s letter written by Dr.
Ameen Tlilah Fareed, at Mt. Carmel,
July 23, 1908, to Mra. Corinne True:

While Abduol Baha was standing be-
fore the flowers in the little garden of
the heounse, He told me the answer to
your. questions, He aaid in the matter
of . the Temple and in  all charitable,
philanthropic and edueational undertak-
Ings, ladies may take an aecflve part
Such. issues demand their eco-operation.
Again, He gaid, the maild-servanfs are
allowed to be members of the Association
for the bailding and the management of
the Mashrak-cl-Azkar.”

Through Dr. Ameen Tllah Fareed,
To Mrg Corinne True, Chicago,

Upon her be Baha’o'llah-el-ABHA !
HE 18 GOD!
0 thou dear niald-servant of God!

Your  letter, concerning the celebra-
thon ot the annivergary. of the Declara-
tion of His Holiness the Supreme (the
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great Bab)—roohl 1a hol fedah!—({may
my spirit be sacrificed for Him!), which
was held on the land of the Mashrak-el-
Azlkar, was read.

The utmost joy was attained, for—
praise be to God!—the friends of the
Merciful passed some time on that day
jovous and singing in the land of the
Mashrak-el-Azkar and enjoyed in com-
memorating the Lord of the Verses with
the greatest joy.

That melody was heard by the Su-
preme Coneconrse and that rose song of
the mnightingale of faithfalness glad-
dened the people of the Rose-garden of
ABHA.

I am hopeful that, during the coming
Rizwan, a great feast shall be held In
the land of the Mashrak-el-Azkar, &
gpiritunl eelebration prepared and the
melodies of the violin and the mandolin
and hymns in praise and glovifieation of
the Lord of Hosts make all the andience
jovous and ecstatic,

A few days ago an epistle was writ-
ten—therefore, brevity is considered
here,

Treat thy dear danghter, for me, with
the utmost kindnesg and, lkewlse, the
other friends and maid-servants of the
Mereiful.

{Bigned) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS.

Translated by Dr. Ameen U. Fareed,
Acca, Hyria, July 19, 1008,

—_— e

We trust our brothers, The Ilouse of
Spiritnality in Chicago, will immediately
commence the formation of a Natlonal
Assorintion to take charge of the build-
Ing and of all other matters connected
with the Mashrak-el-Azcar. All of the
Agsemnblies should have representotion
in the Association, and the representa-
tives should be chosen by the Assemblies
themselves.  The Association itself
conld then select its Central Administra-
tive Board, and the work go forward in
the way plainly indicated by - Abdul
Balia.

Thiat the bnilding of the Temple iz the
most important of all matters to-day,

means that we must set about its ac-
complishment in a rational and earnest
manner, and the practical and effective
plan has been suggested by Abdul Baha
Himself. A careful reading of the Tab-
let to Mrs. Troe, concerning the forma-
tion of an association to take the matter
of the Temple in hand, reveals the fact
that Abdul Baha has laid the responsi-
bility of taklng the initiative in this mat-
ter upon the Chicage House of Spirit-
nality.—HEorroR,

L

The Bulletin

We at first infended making Tae Bui-
LETIN only a ten to twelve-page monthly
paper; but the frst iggue met with such
general commendation amnd so much ma-
terial I8 fortheoming  that we have
found it necessary to increase Ifs size.
While the funds on hand are suafficient
to cover present expensed, it will be nec-
eEzary to al=o inerease the price in order
to defray the Increased expense, and
beginning with the December issue the
price will be $1.00 a wyear to all new
sibecribers, or ten cents a copy.

Maony communications recoived sxpress
the belief that TEHE BULLETI® will be of
ereat valus o believersg living in onti-
of-the=way places. One dear sister
writés: “THE BULLETIN |8 a great com-
fort——yon feel as if there were believers
when you read of them, and know you
can find some in any place youn may be
by referring to it, and you know what
is going on in the Bahai world.”

Another correspondent suggests that
TaE Bvirerms should conduct a Ques
tlon Bureau. We wonld like to hear
from the friends what they think of
this suggeation. It would mean work,
bt the editor in conducting thiz De-
partment would no doobt receive all the
nasistance he requires from our vari-
ous teachers. Tor BrrLrerim belongs to
the believers and its columns are open
to all who feel they have something
vialuable to say. News from the various
ammemblies g always most welcome,
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The Spiritual Table |

“Thou preparest a table for me in the presence of mine enemies: Thou ancintest my

head with oll ; my cup runneth over.'

Instructions given by Abdul Baha to
Mra. Thornburgh-Cropper.

Abdnl Baha said:

That all prophets are messengers from
God, and all ways lead to Him and all
have borne frait.

That the great gift of unselfishness,
and the loving wish to help others, will
guide us,

That there are seasons in the Hevela-
tion from God as in the natural year,
and just as the Christ had realized the
Spirit of God in the flesh and had helped
the earth in His time, now the Message
of Baha O'llah- was the medicine of
which the world had much need.

That all reverence and gratitude
gshould be given to the propheis of the
past., If truth is rejected, it is a mis-
take for which we must be sorry—not a
gin, and the Mercy of God transcends all
human error. That to accept the Laws
and Message of Baha O°1lah was the
quickest way, but that everything done
in sincerity and with a loving heart was
accepted and that the Merey of God
covers  all. But BEaha ©O'llah has a
larger Message on a greater number of
subjects than any other, just as this is
an age more flited by the great spiritual
advance made in the great kingdom of
knowledge to understand and benefit by
His just Commands.

That whenever we found good or
heard of it, we were to rejoice and ac-
cept it as all religions were of God.

I asked, “How shall we judge, by the
unselfishness of the life? He answered,
“Yes, the loving heart can never be con-
cenled from man or Heaven.”

That He greatly rejoiced in the prac-
tical turn spiritual problems were taking
in the world; that He hoped to see them
improved upon and carried out withont
disgent, In absolute unity, and that He
felt, when the waves of progress swept
the shores of the East their effect would

25rd Faealm.

e immediote, because the Eastern mind
was well grounded In philosophy, and
thought much on these subjects. That
iron-sight was very ordinary in Persia
amongst the Sufis and people who stud- -
ied these questlons. That you ¢ould not
perfect yourself in it exeept by con-
gtantly turning your mind and heart in
a spirit of loving demand that God
would shower His Bounty, and that
illumination was bound to follow. That
each time we turned to God we recelved
and showed forth radiance. That one
does well in not relying too much upon
the teaching of otbers, but {o turn to
the Holy Bpirit for guidance.

That the Christlan Science movement
wans doing great good in America and
in other parts of the world. That dif-
ferent minds needed different experi-
ences, That without splendid health you
were incapable of doing your best and
mogt useful work, while suffering and
adversity had its lessonsg which we must
all learn sooner or latoer.

That we must always have a cheerful
face because of the glad tidings in our
hearts,

“That life and death were the same—
there was litfle change, and as human
beings helped each other on the earthly
plane, they could still continue to show
affection and give support to each other
after the apparent separation.

That the Heavenly Kingdom was in us
now. That if the spirits of the depart-
ed entered the most heavenly Paradise
without eves to see itz beauties and ears
to hear the celestial music, they would
hardly recognize they were there.

That on earth you could elther ascend
or fall; that in Heaven there was no
descent  possible—only  unbroken prog-
ress.

That one shonld constantly turn to the
Heavenly Father for guidance on. all
points.




The Message

“For as the lightning cometh out of the East, and shineth even unto the West; so shall

alan the coming of the Sen of Man be."

“Thy Kingdom Come”

When His Holiness Jesus was on earth
He taught just one prayer. Iis opening
sentence proclaims the Fatherhood of
God and the relation we sustain to Him
—His children. The next teaches us to
pray for the coming of His Kingdom
among us and universal obedience to His
will as King of Kings.

The preaching and teaching of the
Messiah was all about the Kingdom and
the coming of the Son of man (4 €., one
born of human parents), who would es-
tablish that—spiritual—Kingdom or re-
ligion on the earth.

The burden of the Apostles cry was
the same: the “appearance of the Great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ”
{Titus 2:13).

The hope of the church all through
the ages has been that “coming.” Hspe-
cially wasg this true during the period of
the Church’s greatest purity—the first
four centuries.

The yearning and cry of the Church
has ever beem for the “Coming of the
I..rﬂl'ﬂ."

The time set for that coming by the
Holy Spirit, speaking thru the Prophets
in every age was, A. D. 1544 (1280 of
the Hegira). Note Daniel, chap. 12:
BEzekiel 4 : 6.

One fact is certain—God never breaks
a promise, He promised that at that
time He would manifest Himself and set
np His Kingdom on earth; THERE-
FORE He has kept His word. The Holy
One has come. We must seek Him in
that year. Somewhere He must be
fonnd doing His Great Work at the time
appointed, i. e., 1844 A. D., because Gop
appointed that time.

Matt, 24 :2T.

Where shall we look for His Manl-
festation? The parable of the daily sun-
rise to give light and health to the ma-
terial world teaches us to “look to the
East” for the rising of the Sun. 8o
also with the world spiritual, the Sun of
Righteousness rises in the East; in that
rerion where all the Manifestations have
arisen to lighten the darkness of the
jgnorances and superstitions of men and
lead them to The Father.

Our search reveals the fact that at the
time appointed there arose One who an-
nounced Himself as the Manifestation,
who spake with the Master's voice, who
gave the Word of life to all who would
receive it, and who was and is recog-
nized as the Promised One. This claim
cannot be ignored. It is too vital. If
you objeet and deny Him, the burden of
proof is on you and you must produce
the real Manifestation who DOES bear
all the gigns and marks of “He whom
God shall manifest.” Do not say, “He
has not come as I expected He would,
therefore, It is not s0.” Remember, it is
written “My ways are not your ways,
gaith the Lord.”

Bither God has broken faith with man-
kind or He has not. Either His King-
dom has come and is being established,
or He has not kept His promise. Either
this, or WE HAVE FAILED TO REC-
OQGNIZE His Manifestation, The Glory
of the Lord, “El Baha TUllah" (see
Isalah 85:1, 2), just as the Jews falled
to recognize the Messiah—and denied the
Holy One.

WHICH IS THE MORE LIKELY?
THINEK IT OVER.

J. C. 0.

Toronto, October, 1008,

LIVING LETTERS.
Each soul is a letter from God,
Sent out to some other soul ;
Read the line, oh, brother mine,
Writ on a human scroll.
—Laoura Fitzhugh Preston.



A Bible Study

THE SECOND COMING—THE GREAT DAY OF GOD

I. WHO I8 COMING? The “Ancient
of Days” and “one like the Son of Man.”
Dan, 7:9-13, Rev. 4 and 5, Titus 2:18,
Matt, 21:40-41, Mark 12:90, Luke 20:16,
Micah- 5:2. Melchizadek was one of
these “goings forth.” Gen. 14:18, Heh.
w and 7, 8t. John 8 :54-50.

II. WETAT? ~ Rev. 7 and 21, Isa.
Go:17-19 Isa, 36:10, Hab, 2:14, Isa,
225, Hosea 2:18, Isa. 3 and 18, 4-6,
Zeph, 2:11, Ezek, 36:24-38, Mzek. 30 :21-
20, Zeph. 3:15-17, Jer. 23:1-18, Isq. 43:
18, Isa. 11:11, Zeph. 3:9, Isa. 62:2, Isa.
026, Rev. 3:12, Rev. 14:1, Rov, 224,

IIT. HOW? Isa, 9:6, Isa. 40, Isa.
41:25, Isa, 63. In Isalah 54. Israel is
described as a widow because she re-
jects Christ, but she shall accept and
rejoice in the “Ioly One of Israel”

IV. WHERREY Ysa. 65:10, Hosen 2:15,
Joel 3:2, Joel 3712-16, I=a. 85+1-2. Achor
{Joshua 7:24-26) was a place of punish-
ment, 80 I8 Accad.

V. WHEN? In the day of Auntomo-
biles, Nahuom 2:8-4.

Threshing Machines, Tsa. 41 :15-16.
The Buez Canal, Iesa. 27:12-13.
See also Dan. 8:14, Dan. 12,

Other signe—I=a, 24:23, Isa. 30:26,
Matt. 30:24-20. “Sun and Moon” have
a spiritual significance possibly spiritual
leaders or institutions, “Fir trees” { Na-
hum 2:3) means “established institu-
tions.” The “end of the world” means
“end of the age” or dispensation. Nat-
ural things will go on for ages and
“goings forth” after goings forth (Mich.
5:2) will sueceerd each other in coming
digpensations as they have in the for-
gotfen past, while man s destined to
be perfected through these mighty mani-
festatlons of his God. “Fire” means
“the - conguming  power of  the truth.”
Stody Tsao 30:26-83, Tea. 54:9 Tan. 06:
1916, Dan, 7:100 “For our God 8 a
consuming fire,”. Heh, 12:29,

UHARLES MANNING.

Tablet to Mr. Thornton Chase.

The Jewish people were expecting the
Manifestation of Jesus, and were at the
same - time -attracted to Moses. When
His Holiness, Chrlst, appeared, they (the
Jewlsh people) thonght that Holy Per-
sonality- Intended to take away the eter-
nal ‘hotor of Moges. - Moses, in {lie eye
of Israel, had no egual.. Now they had
never thought that a greater than Him
would appear.  So this way of think-
ing became the cause of their being
kept away from the Light of Christ,
and they were prevented from the pre-
cious things of the Holy Spirit, not-
withstanding the faet that the greatest
friend of Moses was Christ, and Ha
made His Holiness Moses great in the
eye of the world, and made Him to be
glorions in the contingent world, where-
as, even now Iszrael, that is, the Jews,
deny His Holiness, the promised Christ,
and count Him to be an enemy of His
Holiness, Moses, and of Aaron and Da-
vid, and are kept away from the boun-
ties of Christ. They think that no other
great person like Moses could ever come
upon the earth, and if such a person
should be sent (by Gol), He must come
under the shade of His Holiness, Moses,
and promulgate the law of the Torah,

This rnegligence on the part of the
Jews became the cause of keeping away
a multitude from the heavenly bounties
and from the beneficence of the Holy
Spirit for nineteen hundred Fears.

The BUN is ever the same, but the
place where the Sun has appeared has
changed.  Then, at Christ's time, it ap-
peared . In the slgn of Aquarius, but now
it bas manifested itself from the gign
of Cancer: these zipng are only for an
ilHustration.  The sun is the same ST .
no matter from what sign it mMay mani-
fest Mtself or from what gpot it - may
arige. Thou must look at the BUN. Do
not become . veiled by the places from
which the BUN appenrs,

(Slzned) - ABDUL BAIIA ABBAS.

A




The News From Acca

We print the following extracts from letters writien by our dear brother, Dr. Amoen 1.
Fareed from Haifa, , to friends in America.  We would be most happy to print the
in fwll, bat spaece forbids.

Haifa, Syria, Ang. 20, 1908. conngels of God and the commandments
of the Lord, and were sent therefrom to

Fl

Beloved ones in the Alost Great Pence :
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I cannot write more this time. The
Magter asked me fo make two copies of
my translation of His last beautiful and
long Tablet to the East and the West
amd 1 must work on it now. Has the
first copy sent by Him got to America,
I wonder—have you seen 1t?

Love from my dear parents and yours
faithfully

to you and all the beloved.

(signed)
DER. AMEEN ULLAH FAREED.

Haifa, 8yria, Bept. 9, 1008,

He iz the Light of the world!

About 3 P. M. the beloved Abdul-Bahga
told us He was going to the Holy Tomb
of the Bab on Mt Carmel and wea were
to go with Him and feast in His holy
presence. In a little while we were up
on the blessed spot. After prayer and
thanksgiving in the sacred place, the
good friends, like trained soldlers in the
army of Bahail service, marched after
the Servant-General and, by His bidding,
sat facing the blue sea, and, across its
beautiful bay Bt. John d’Acre. The sight
in itself was glorions, but moch more so
in the holy presence of our Gulde to
the Kingdom of ABHA.

As tea was being served the loved
One spoke, the substance thereof being
ag follows:

Pointing to the distant seashore, He
sgaid : “When we were bronght here years
ago, a8 exileg, the steamer touched here
near the coast at Haifa. We landed and
were fold that our destinatlon was across
the bay at Acea. There were no vehicles
on land between Haifa and Acea at that
time; the only way was by the sea. A
cargo row boat was, therefore, appointed
for our party—quite a large party of ex-
iles, By means of spils and oars we were
taken and when we reached Acca, we
were immediately placed in the kishla of
the barracks. As we entered the place
we found the inhabitants of Acca, with-
out exception, sickly looking people of
sallow, yellow complexion, a good many

unable to walk and hence strewn on the
narrow streets. Even the soldiers and
officers, who possessed privileges, looked
1. In fact, a number of the soldlers—
that is, those who were ordered to guard
us, were very sick and I began treating
them at once.  In short, in the course of
the first few days our party, except the
Manifestation, myself and Agha Riza (a
certain Bahai) was likewise afflicted,
Like the leaves of an immense tree; they
all fell upon the earth. I and Agha Riza
acted as cooks and produced a daily
soup which we gave them and, besides
treated each until they recovered. Since
that date eonsgider how the very condi-
tlons, - telluric and  otherwise, have
changed, and how every one of those
who oppresgsed this party of exiles and
endeavored with might and main to sup-
press the spread of this Light, has be-
come lost in the abyss of despair and ob-
livion.™

“They have gone and we are still
here, whereas, from the standpoint of the
world and human reason, it shonld have
been reversed. Everyvbody imagined that
nnder the existing eircumstances all this
would end shortly and naught would be
left of the Bahais. Is not this an evi-
dence of divine protection and provi-
dence?  We have longed for death in
the path of God; we have been ready to
welecome the cup of sacrifice and were
thirsty for the chalice of martyrdom.
The Lord willed that-we stay and serve
Him."

Then he arose and walked to and fro
over the roof of the reservolr and told
us of His design and the beautiful geom-
etry of the future place; iz intended
arrangement and great plans for the
Holy Tomb.,

He turned to the bullding which is in-
tended for the visitors and in a little
while went down and we followed Him
to town.

A certain learned Hebrew Bahal from
Russia, who s here now and enjoved
Abdul Baha's company that day, told me
in whisper tone in my ear: “Every move
iz an actual fulfilment of Biblical phoph-
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ecy. Hvery event to-day reminds of
some line of the good Book.™

The night that followed added another
charming chapter to the heavenly story.
A number of the officials of Haifa, such
a8 the superintendent of the telegraph
office, ete,, came to see Him, native Jews,
Christians and Mohammedans gathered
and He spoke to them.

The next day in the morning the REus-
slan, the French and the Italian consuls
called to see Him and the interview was
of very great Interest, * * *

To my great joy He, Abdul Baha,
called for my diploma from the Univer-
gity of Illinois, looked at it and immedi-
ately penned thereon a glorious Tablet
with His blessed pen, In my homor. I
have committed it to memory and will
give yonu iis translation here below:

“He iz the Helper, the Confirmer, the
Generous!

0 God! Help Thy servant, the trust-
worthy, the unique (el-ameen el-fareed)
in Thy service, in healing the sick and
in treating the aficted and diseased and
the poor of all peaples, tribes, nations,
races, sects and religions. Then confirm
him in Thy healing and in removing the
accidentals from the essentials in Iife.

Verily Thon art the Generous, the Al-
mighty. Verily Thon art the healer, the
Efficient, tha Merciful, the Clement,

{sizned) E E ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS."

Can there be any diploma in the world
greater and more precious than mine?
Abdul Baha's sanction and glorious Tab-
let thereon repay for all the difficulties
and troubles this poor student encoun-
teded while pursuing his course of study
in America. Nay, the reward iz worth
a life time of labor.

Towards evening many friends had
gathered and He said: “We must see
the moonlight this night on Mt. Carmel,
at the Holy Tomb.” Therefore, all went
up and he came in the earriage. We had
a heavenly night—nay, it was verily a
day. “Your places were all empty,” dear
friends.

The third day Abdul Baha and all the
friends were invited to dine at the home
of Mirza Hussine, More than fifty were
invited and af noon appeared. It was a
beautiful day. A long table was get in
the garden and Abdul Baha and all of us
sat aronnd if. Various kinds of Persian
foods, with gsome of which you are famil-
far, were served. Among them was a
stuffed lamb, the contents being Tlce,
pine nuts, raisins, ete. It was delicious.

Abdul Baha discoursed upon the sub-
Jeet of Darwinian evolution. I have no
time fo tell you of this. It needs another
letter,

In the afterncon he left for Acca.

5o ended the three days of Abdul Baha
upon Mt Carmel,

Give all the friends my loving Bahai
regards.

Your brother in the Cause of Baha,

{signed) AMEEN ULLAH FAREED.

Teaching

{(From Table Talke With Abdul Baha,
by Mr. and Mrs. Geo. T. Winterburn.)

“All teaching and knowledge are en-
closed in the soul of man, because his
soul encompaszes everything To study
means to try to bring them to light.
For ingtance: The flowers, froits, and
leaves are contained in the seed; and

with the heat, light, and soil, the fruiis
are manifested. The figure i& contained
in the mirror, but the mirror of itgelf
hag not the power to reflect it. Polisli-
ing Iz necessary in order to give out a
perfect reflection. Rven on this wall
there exists the possibility of a reflee-
tion, but it needs polishing to bring out
the reflection. 8o study Is polishing.”



New York

FIRST IMPRESSION OF THE NEW YORK MEETINGS
By LAURA M. BOOTH

“Last Friday evenlng for the frst
time I experienced the great joy of at-
tending a meeting of the Bahai Assembly
in New York City. (118 East 1'th 8t.)

There ig a small Assembly in Cleve-
land of very earnest souls, but the New
York Assembly is much larger and T was
Tmpressed  with the beautiind spiTit of
Miss Thompson, who presided at the
meeting, - The light shone through the
faces of the believers and there was no
doubt that Abdul Baha was present there
gpirituaily. - What: ‘awonderful power
this iz to unite all nations info one great
Brotherhood !

Sunday I atfended the meeting at
Fifty-eighth. 8treet (Geneological Hall)
and as I entered the Assembly was sing-
ing “Onward Christian Soldiers,” a song
I always loved. It is stirring and inspires
hope and courage. Here I was impresszed
with the wonderful love among the be-
lievers. - What a ¢contrast to the world
of atrife and commotion withouat!

Sunday evening the meeting at Mrs.
Gibbons' was most Inspiring. - The Rev.
Dr. Figsher read from ‘“The Seven Val-
leys,” and explained so beautifully the
first Valley of Search. I feel it a great
privilege to have been led into this Val-
ley, and throngh great trials”

Our Brother, Mr. Percy Woodcock, by
the direction of Abdunl Baha, is making
a4 gpecial effort to hasten the bullding
of “the ‘Mashrak-el-Azear, and -for the
past - month hag been with s in- New
York City. We print herewlth the tab-
let received by Mr. Woodcock concern-
ing his work, translated at Acca on June
19th by Dr. Ameen TUllah Fareed, and re-
ceivied throdgh Mirza Enay-et’ Ullah:

HE T8 GO0

O thon spivitual feiemd!
Thy services are accepted in-the King-
dom of ABHA, mentloned in this Merel-

ful Assemblage, and are the cause of
joy-and gladness of Abdul-Baha.

Thank  GOD, thon art a believer and
an assgred one, firm - and steadfast; a
truthful servant of the DHyine Kingdom
and  an agreeable -lover of Hiz Holl-
neszs Baba'o'Hah, Thowu hast spent thy
time ne spreasling the Weaguanoees of
GOD, nnd thy possession in the Promo-
tion of the Word of GOD.

Rest assured in the great Bounty and
Bestowal: be attracted by the Hra-
grances of the Kingdom of ABHA. ~Fa-
tigue not thyself on account of any dif-
fleulty and give not up because of any
ordeal.  DBe not grieved because of any
trial nor hindered by any hindrance,

Wight and day confine thy time to the
education of the world - of humanity.
Arise to guide the creafures and spend
time in promulgating the Teachings of
His Holiness Baha'o’llah, so that lives
may find glad tidings, hearts gladness,
the souls BEternal Life and the minds
extroordinary advancement.

In respect fo the Mashrak-el-Azkar,
brevity must now be observed-—that is,
ag much ng possible endeavor ghonld be
made so that by the assistance of all the
friends and the sincerity of your inten-
tions, 1t may  become instituted and
built, in Chieago even though it be not
possible to build a most solid, lofty and
ereat (edifice).  Whatever 12 now  pos-
sible should be -erected.

And the guestion of giving the glad
tidings (1. &, teachings of this Religion)
ghould be given moment.  The holy sonls
who are free from the tles of this mortal
world and attain to the confirmation
of the Holy Bpirit, although they live on
earth, yet, verily, they are heavenly, 1l-
himinated, spiritual and diving.  Suach
gonls must  appear, engage with' : gim-
plicity, freedom and. purity: in fraining
the public and In guiding all people. If
gnch sonls arize, the Holy Spirvit will:aid
them, the hosts of the Heavenly Angels
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will render them victorious, the Bounties
of the Kingdom of ABHA will surround
them, the ray of the S8un of Truth will
ghine, the breezes of the Paradise of
ABHA will give apirit, the ocean of fa-
vors will boil and the good scent of the
Froagrances of Holiness will perfume the
nostrils of the inhabitants of the world.

By the Bounty and Grace of the Edu-
cator, T hope thou mayest attain to this
providence and bounty.

Convey greeting of reverence and ut-
most kindness to all thy relations, Mr=.

woodeoek and thy respected daughter
and others and to all the beloved and
tiie maid-servants of the Merciful.

(Bigned)

“J, B ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS.

Our brother is fold “Not to give up
becanse of any ordeal, and not to be
zrieved becanse of any trial nor hindered
by any hindrance” We trust that he
will go forward with a stont heart and
that the most abundant success will
erown his efforts.

The Young Folks

The following lines written by one of
the little Bahai children of Seattle,
Washington, were sent us recently and
we print them, not only because of the
rea]l Bahai thought they contain, but
alsp as an encouragement to the young

people :

Far away in the Hast there lies,

A radiant Light which never dies.

There, cloged in by the walls of Acca,

A place where we turn asg some to Meoca

Je¢ n child of God like Chriat,

Who also is a sacrifice.

He s=till i among us, 50 why close oulr
eyves?

Do not wait till he has passed from our
lives,

But spread the news, like a ringing bell,

And over the wide world let us tell

The joyous newsd, perchance in time

All people will know that each of the
nine

Groat relizions of earth ave nnited in
one,

And the whole world will be ONE in
prayer and peace.

AGNES BUBH,

Seatile, Wash., August 4th, 1008,
And, since we are gpeaking of young
people, we are reminded that recently

Mrz, Charles A. Butler, of Huntington,
Indiana, daughter of Col. and Mra
Archie . Fisk, recently paid a visit of
a few weeks to her parents and friends
in New York, and while here took ad-
vantage of the opportunity to bave her
four little children baptized, Christened,
or named in the ABHA religion. The
service was conducted by Mrs, Isabella
I». Brittingham in accordance with the
instpuctions of the Supreme Pen. We
hope to give a full account of the serv-
ice and to print the mstructions for the
benefit of all in onr next 1ssue.

The Vahid Club

Tee Borierin is asked to mention the
Vahid Club, a ¢lub of young people,
mostly the ehildren of Bahais, organized
nnder the auspices of the Ladies' Aux-
iliar Board of New York City. It is a
literary and social club, which, with a
little care and attention on the part of
the Maid-servants, should -develop into
a most helpful means of interesting the
young people in serions thought., as well
ng affording them the opportunity for
healthy, clean, social enjoyment. The
1ast meeting of the club was held Satur-
day evening, November Sth, at the home
of Mre. L. E. Gibbons. Our good sister,
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Mrs. Gibbons, Is to be commended for
the marked interest she has always taken
in the young folks, and Mr. and Mra.
MacNutt also deserve mention in this

matier, for the Vahid Club owes its
name and birth to the kindly service
they rendered when guch an organization
was first proposed.

Chicago

A letter from Miss Mary Lesch, of No.
1049 West California Avenue, Chicago,
gives us the following Interesting bit of
news :

“We had a most delightful meeting
yesterday in this City, and among those
who worshipped with us and who ad-
dressed us were Mr. Hoar of your City,
and Mr. Ober and Mr. Lunt of Boston,
and a native of India whose name I have
forgotten.”

Miss Lesch refers to Mr, Dass, of Cal-
catta, a member of the Brahmo Somaj,
who attended several of our meetings in
New York and on one occagion delivered

us a short address on the work of (he
Somaj.
Our sister Dr. Susan I. Moody, sends

us the following and requests Its publl-
cation :

DEATH NOTICE.

Mrs. Charles A. Olin, daughter of Mrs.
G. B. Webster of Green Bay, Wis,
pazsged away on October 4th.

The prayer, 0 my God! Thy Name Is
my healing,” efe., (repeated nine times)
was revealed in a precious Tablet by
Abdul Baha for this siater,

Washington

We print the following from Brother
Ahmad Isphahani:

To THE “BUurreriN’:

The good news from Acca continoes to
come in weekly, Now that the people
have received what they have longed for
many years and have celebrated the oc-
caslon with wild ecstacy and joy, they
are settling down calmly. Some are put-
ting all thelr force in the forwarding of
the machinery of freedom, others, being
timid, are keeping themselves aloof and
watching to see how things will 2o, while
a third party, who opposed the inaugura-
tion of this era, are uselessly ploiting in
the dark. For this last party, Abdul
Baha, writing recently to a German be-
Hever in Stuottgart, has the following
short and significant line:

“The hand of Divine Power has taken

away the chain of prison from the
necks of thesge exiled ones, while put-
ting it around the pecks of the oppres-
sors and tyrants”

Likewise He has written to an emi-
nent Bahai teacher in this country re-
garding His freedom :

“Iraise be to God that thou has be-
come - agdjsted  in  the  service of the
Cause and that I also have become as
giated in the visit of the Holy Threshold.
In one day the world became another
world and the chaing and manacles of
prison were forn fo pleces and Abdul
Baha attaiped to the meeting of the
Holy Tomb."

In the old days, when no one knew
what would become of him the next
hour, and the believers were In great
anxiety on account of dangers which
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threatened to destroy everything, Abdul
Baha, in order to console them, wonld
often calmly and smilingly utter these
pregnant words: “In ONE DAY God
shall change all these things” But the
believers could not conceive it possible
that such a vast, tottering fabric of cor-
roption and degeneracy counld be re-
placed by a magnificent and artistie
palace of freedom, brotherhood and
equality. But now we realize that these
prophetic words of Abdul Baha were
more than literally truoe.

One of the signs that the conditions
in Acea are diametrically opposed to
what they wore only a short while ago,
Is the reception of a great many Tablets
for the Bahais and the seekers of truth
in this country and in Europe. For
eight or nine months past, on account
of the troubled conditions, very few
Tablets have been revealed from the
Pen of Abdul Baha: but now every
week a package of these Holy Epistles
iz finding its way to this country and
after translation these are being for-
warded to those fortunate enough to be
honored by this Heavenly favor.

Abdul Baha has at various times and
upon  varlous occasions recommended
the Bahals of America to put themselves
in  cloger communication with their
brothers and sisters in the Orient, and
for this reason He has commanded us
to correspond with them as often as
possible.  For the last three or four
years the Washington Bahal Assembly
has been carrying on a spiritual cor-
respondence with the Bahai Assemblies
in the East and satisfactory resnlts have
been reached and Abdul Baha has quite
often expressed Hizs entire satisfaction
with what has been accomplished,

A general letter was addressed and
forwarded from the Bahal Assembly of
Washington to the Hastern Assemblies
i few months ago, and answers to It
are now pouring in every week. TUp to
this date (Oet. 8th) more than fifty
letters, each overflowing with the warm-
est expressiong of love and devotion
toward their western brothers and sis-

ters have been received from the Orient.
1 see letters on my desk addressed to
the Ameriean believers from all parts
of the world and all religions—Zor-
oastriang, Jews, Mohammedans, ete.,—
letters from India, Egypt, Russia, the
Caucasus, Arabia, and from every town
and city of Persia. These letters, in-
deed, are the greatest proof of the uni-
fying power of the words of Abdul
Baha, who to-day, singly and alone, is
uniting and cementing together all na-
tions and tongues, and capsing them to
drink from the salubrious water of
union and harmongy.

I hope to be able to translate one or
two of these Bahai letters for the next
issue of Tue BULLETIN.

Your brother in the Cause,
AHMAD ESPHAHANI.

A BAHAT DEATH.,

“0 BON OF SPIRIT!

Break the cage, and like unto the
bird of love soar in the atmosphere of
holiness; leave the self, and rest with
heavenly souls upon the sacred Plain of
'G'Ud-.”

1252 Bth 8t., N. W.,

Washington, D. C. Oct. 25th, 1908.

To THE BULLETIN:

A number of the friends here and else-
where have asked Mre. Hannen to send
to you for publication an account of
Mrs. Enobloch’s passing out, and of the
Bahai funeral services. 'This aceount ls
best embodied in a letter to Dr. Moody,
of Chicago,

Falthfully yours I H. N.
JOE. H. HANNEN,

Letter to Dr. Moody.
Washington, D, C., Oct, 4, 1908,
Allalo ABHA'!
My dear Bister in El-Baha :

Your telegram was received just as
we Wwere preparing to come down gtairs
to the Bahal Buorial SBervice to be held
In my sister’s home, at half past nine
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A, M. on Friday, my salntly mother's
last wish before departing this life.
Oh! my dear sister, 1f only the whole
world might have seen the holy. light
gpon my mother's face and heard the
wonderful words of praise and glory to
Baha'o'llah and the heavenly adviees to
#s and to all the people about her duar-
ing her last days, they must have been
deeply affected with the power of the
Bpirit even If they doubted the Truth.
The trained nurse said she had never
heard tell of, nor had she ever wilnessed
guch a glorious death-bed scene. Such
joy and peace as pervaded the house
could never  be fold—it must be
seen - to be understood.  She said my
gigter and I had faces fransfigored when
we nttersed the Greatest Name, which
we were doing with nearly every
breath. The moment we stopped my dear
mother . wounld gasp, “Allah”™ and her
lips moved for the rest though no sound
came forth. Then my sister Fanny or [
wonld say it aloud for her and she
would smile sweetly and slip away
again,  This we did until the very end.
Mhe wished to: llve that I might go
to Acen and she might care for my boy,
but God saw best to fake her, nor did
ghe wish to stay after the Glory of the
Lord had been revenled to her. Every
now and then she would ery out: “L
want ont of here"-—meaning her body.
After her gentle spirit had left the
body, my sister, Dir. Mary Parsons, who
is alzo a Bahai, and I prepared her body
according to the Bahai barial form as
we have it. We bathed the body with
water srented with cedar and camphor
and were praying aloud all the time,
Then wo annointed her with rose water
sent by Abdul-Baha ; then my sister and
I wrapped her In a winding sheet of
crenmy =ilk. No dress was put on, but
nine yards of this sllk, which comes for
the purpose, was wound about her from
head to foot.  Bhe looked as she was, a
gnint!
The sorvice congisted of chanting the
Commuane in unigon. Then Mr. Hemey
read a number of her favorite hidden

words; then the Burial Serviee In which
all took part; then Mirza Ahmad chant-
ed a prayer of Baha'o'llabh’s In Persian.
All were happy and at peace.

The flowers were most beantlful and
the parlor was literally a rose-garden.
Five  carriages took the family and
friends  to  the  cemetery. Here Mr.
Remey read a prayer after which my
little sons dropped  three  roses  each
upon  the casket, one at a time, pro-
nounclong  the Greatest Name,  Then
every one present threw a rose upon the
cagket, It looked so beauntifal, and be-
fore the earth was put in we left. It
was o glorious death and a heavenly
gervice ) even the weather was glorious.

This iz the reason why Mr. Hannen
and I will postpone our frip to Acca.
We had planned to leave the 15th of
Oet., but were wailting for mamma to
be out of dangef before buying the
tickefs. I was nursing her and my
sigter was ill at Atlantic Clty. 1f seems
now to be the Will of God that my
gigter should go on the 15th instead of
Mr. Hannen and 1. It is expedient that
ghe go and at once. God grant that I
mayv look upon the face of my beloved
Abdul-Baha some day. If not, He will
be with me I &know. We have done
what we believe to be the Will of God.
My sister is in a dazed condition and
my sigter In Germany will not take it
guite g0 hard when she hears that she
is to see Fanny ko soon- and together
vigit the Servant of God, Abdul-Baha.

Clould we do otherwise? Can we think
of self at sach & time? My dear sister
had no say in the matter—Mr, Hannen
and I are making all the arrangements
and she must go.

You will hear from me later.

Did I tell vou of the last three days
of ‘my saintly mother's life? The won-
derful messages she gave to us—how
we three, mother, sister and T, had
coffee and cake together, at her request?
We were filled with awe, for the time
had arrived when the medicine or even
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witer refused to trickle down her throat
and to all appearances she was dead.
&till ghe drank half a capoof cofes and
two bites of coffee cake,  When this was
over, she wished to be washed. The
nurse and I bathed her, put on clean
clothes, clean sheets and pillow slips,—
made ber comfortable, Then her gentle
gpirit left the body for a while. Then,
in a loud, clear voiece, she gave the
Message to the nurse; then, one after
another she addressed ug and prayed
over and blessed us, ete. IMd I tell you
all this in detail-—that she talked three
houra after we belleved her dead? It
8 the most wonderful and glorious
gight that any of us had ever witnessed.
The doctor and the narge gaid it was
not death at all, but the possing of a
aaint.

Evervthing good and beautifnl belongs
to God, and if this letter has power to
touch the hearts, then I am fruly thanlk-
ful that He has permlitied me to do even
o emall a service in His Cause.

We can fruly say “there I3 no death,”
for we die daily. Death ig birth. Home
one present at the burlal service said It
was more like awaiting the hirth of a
child than being at a funeral service.
I do not believe any one wonld have
been surprizsed if dear mother had
arlsen in her casket and spoken to us.
It was so peaceful and joyous,

Az to our two dear ones, my slister
Fanny Knobloch and Mre. Finch are
now on the ocean, God grant that they
may return to us full of the Hpirit.

Oct. 18, 1008,

My precions mother's death has had
4 wonderful effect upon the firm ns
well ag the weaker Bahals, They seem
go - much more closely united to each
other -in a stronger bond of love. They
all speak of it and have proven their
love and devotion to mamma. in two
memorial talks., 1 attended one and it
was heavenly, but the Unity Meeting
lagt Friday wag the crowning event of

my gaintly mother's life and death. I
was not present at this meeting, but
my huosband wasg and T have requested
him to give a brief account of it 8o that
yvou may share this last tribute with us.

Affectionately your sister,

(gigned) PATULINE HANNEN,

Pauline has said that I may describe
ag well as possible In a small space
the beautiful memorial portion of Fri-
day evening's Unity Meeting.

The Meeting {or Feast) was under
the direction of Mmes. Geisinger and
Cowles. About fifty wers pregent. The
gpirit of love and unity was: diffused,
a3 you can readily imagine. The audi-
ence wag seated in three rows at each
gide of the hall., In the center were
three tables; one with a samovar amd
cups for fea which was served in Per-
gian fashion; the middle table bore a
great bunch of cosmos blooms, and at
the front of the hall was a table with
ciakes, fruit, ete. At the head of this
latter table were (wo wvacant chairs,
draped in white, and It was explained
that ope of them was for Abdul-Baha
and  the other for Ars. Knobloch, press
ent in spirit with ua.

Mre, Getsinger gave a beautiful eulozy
of our angel soul g0 lately gone home,
paying in affect that tradition had it
that the souls of the departed who are
of the perfect type, partake of the Wine
of God's Love at His Table, and that
surely her portion would be sweel, while
she watched over us in the spot which
she had beld most dear o of all while
with us.  Many words of love from the
Bahais and friends present, spoken in
converge after the meeting had closed,
completed a perfect svmphony of memor-
iam whosa h#irmonies shall not cease
until the notes be blended into the music
of the spheres in infinity.

BROTHER JOSEPH HANNEN.
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THE PRAYER FOR THE DEAD.

{Let the following prayer be read in a suppliant attitude, that is, standing
with both hands stretched upward and toward the face:)

“0, My God! This Is Thy servant and the daughter of Thy Servant, who
has believed in Thee and in Thy Verses, and hath turned unto Thee, while
severed from all else save Thee. Verily, Thou art the Most Merciful Onel

“| beg of Thee, O Thou Forgiver of sins and Concealer of faults, to do unto
her that which behooveth the Heaven of Thy Generosity and the Ocean of Thy
Graces, and cause her to enter the vicinity of Thy Most Mighty Mercy which

hath preceded the Heaven and earth. There is no God but Thee, the Forgiving,
the Beneficent!™

(Then they must magnify God, while saying:)

{Say once.) {Say 19 times.)
God is the Most Mighty! We are all worshippers of God!
God Is the Most Mighty! We all bow down before God!

God iz the Most Mighty!
God is the Most Mighty!
God is the Most Mighty!
God is the most mighty!

We are all invoking God!

We are all commemorating God!

We are all returning thanks to God!
We are all enduring patiently in God!

Denver, Colorado

Letter from Mrs. A. M. Bryant. rection. The celebration held on the

To Tae Baxir PUBLISHING SOCIETY,
New York City.
(For THE Bamar Boonerin.)

Dear Servants of God :

My smmmer sojourn at Woodland
FPark, Colorado, will soon end. I reached
here on the 3rd of July after spending
a week with friends and believers—en
ronte—in Denver, from Chicago, where
I had a most blesged nine weeks com-
munion with the beloved Bahai friends,
and a one week visit in Kenosha:. Every-
whera I found an intense desire to serve.
Kenosgha is on “fire” with the love of
exemplary  gorvitude. The Industrial
school conducted by Sister Jacobson is
a marvel. HEvery service is systematized
to give every one an opporiunity to
sorve, Their Unity of endeavor  is
marked and a week with the friends
there ia good for the goul.

The believers In Chicago are feeling
the importance of their especial respon-
sibllity regarding the building of the
Mashrak-el-Azcar and much work has
already been accomplished in that di-

23rd of May last in honor of the Bab
{May our souls serve in his memory) on
the proposed grounds for the Temple
Building, was an auspicious occasion.
HMister Corinne True had the program in
charge and her inspiring activity to-
gether with numberless servers made a
Feast for mind and body, long to be re-
memhbered,  While In Chieago, this Maid
Bervant attended some ninety gatherings
and found a host of sincere and efficient
servers in the Vineyard. About Novem-
ber 1st our reading room will be open
in Denver and regular assembly gather-
ings begin. I am sending with this en-
clogure a copy of a blessed Tablet to the
Denver Assembly.

Yours in the Service of Baha through
the Center of the Covenant Abdul Baha.
(Slgned) MRS, A, M. BRYANT,

Denver,
Clolorado.
TABLET TO THE DENVER ASSEMBLY.
O ye servants of the True One and the
maid-servants of  the Merciful!
Do not think that ye are forgotten for
one moment !
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Abdul-Baha is at all times remember-
ing you with Infinite Love and Kindness
and supplicates at the Threshold of One-
ness, Assistance and Favor; go that the
Invisible Confirmation may pour down,
the Divine Bounties unveil thelr conn-
tenances, the friends in that region be
ignited like unto the lamps, and the
malid-gervanis of God shine like unto the
stars; in order to illumine that country,
make that clime the Paradise of Perpet-
ual Abode, to suffer the people to drink
from the Wine of Guidance, to Intoxicate
the yearning ones after the Kindom of
Abha, to open spiritual universities, to
be instructed in the Mysteries of the
Love of God by the Heavenly Instructor,
to associate with each other with the
ntmost humility and attain to spiritual
affinity. HEach one must sacrifice his life
and possession to the other, and each
person be loving to all the inhabitants
of the world, to rend assunder the cur-
tain of foreignness and consort with all
the people with union and accord. They
must be rfaithful to the traitors and

benevolent to the fyrant. They must
recognize the enemies as friends, the
unknown as known. These are the ad-
viees and exhortations of God!
O ye friends!
O ye malid-servants of the Mereiful!
In order to thank for this Most Great
Guidance, consort with all the people
with the utmost joy and happiness: so
that ye may become the reciplents of
the Glances of Providence. Become ye
not sad om account of any calamity,
neither be ye broken-hearted by any
frials. Be ye firm snd steadfast in
order that the Beloved of hope become
the Cup-bearer of the assembly and the
greatest desire become realized.
Blessing be upon ye by the Bounty of
your Lord the Mercifyl!
Tpon ye be Baha-El-Abha.

(Bigned) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS.

Translated by M. AHMAD ESPHA-
HANI Oct. 8th, 10 p. m., 1907, Washing-
ton, D. (€., through Charles Mason
Remey and Mrs. A. M. Bryant.

=

Racine, Wisconsin

Our brother, Mr, Jog. Johnson, of 1740
Howe Street, Racine, Wis., sends us a
most Interesting account of conditions
in that eity, aod while the letter was
not sent for publication, we take the
liberty of printing an extract:

“I received your letter and was very
glad to hear from you. To get up a
magazine for the bellevers, as you and
your friends have done i1s a very nice
thing. And the friends here in Racine,
that is those who come steadily to the
meetings are going to take it and I will
see the others and try and get them to
subscribe, for the little magazine will be
4 great help fto them, and may be the
cange of their picking up steadfastness
and agaln coming to the meeting,

There are only a few of us here and

~wa only meet once n week, except on

Feast nights. From what I learn there
must have been some forty here in the

time of Dr. K. but they fell at the
time of the test some of them, and
some ¢f them have moved away: hut
I pray God that those who fell under
testing may come back to the centre of
the Covenant and look to Abdul Baha,
the Great Bervant, who is the True One,
for the commands are plain, only we
must read them with an open heart full
of the love of God, otherwise we wiil
only have our own imaginations and
thoughts. It may be that I can find
their addresses and see some of them.

I send you a tablet which I received
Trom Abdul Baha some time ago.

Remember me to Mr. Wilhelm and tell
him that I often think of him since he
has been here,

I close, sending love to all in your city.
I remain your brother in Hig Name,

(Signed) JOS. JOHNSON.




Announcement of Meetings

NEW YORK,

Regular meetings every Sunday at 11 o'clock, A. M., at Geneological Hall,
No. 226 West 568th Street.

Regular meetings every Friday evening at 8 o'clock, at the studio of Miss
Juliet Thompson, No. 119 Hast 19th Btreet.

Regular meetings every Bunday afternoon at 2:30 o'clock, at the residence
of Mr, Arthur P. Dodge, 261 West 130th Street.

Regular meetings every Sunday evening, at 8 o'clock, at the home of Mrs.
H. E. Gibbons, No. 83 Madison Avenue.

BEROOKLYN.

Regular meetings every Bunday evening at 7:30 o'clock P. M., at the resldence
of Mr. and Mrs. Howard MacNutt, No. 935 Eastern Parkway.

JERSEY CITY.

Regular meetings at 8 o'clock P. M., at No. 60 Newark Avenue. The friends
in. New York are espaecially requested to encourage these meetings by their
presence,
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Catalogue of Books

Hidden Words.

Words of Wisdom and Communes;
from  the  *“Supreme  Pen" of
Baha'ollah. 93 pages; paper COVEr,
10e; leather, $1.00.

The Seven Valjeys.

Revealed by Baha'ollah. 56 pages;
paper cover, 25¢; ‘leather, $1.00.

Book of lghan or Book of Assurance.

By Baha'ollah. 190 pages; cloth, 80c.
Postage 10c additional.

Tahblet of Tarazat, Tablet of the World,
Words of Paradise, Etc.

By Baha'ollah., 92 pages; paper, 50c.

The Tablet of Ishrakat.
Ev Baha'ollah, = 45 pages; paper, 26c.

Surat ul Hykl

By Baha'ollah. 63 pages; paper CcoOver,
2he.

Ten Days in the Light of Acca.

By Julia M. Grundy, from the words
of Abdul Baha. 111 pages; paper
cover, 25,

Table Talks at Acca.

By Arthur 8. Agnew. 23 pages; paper
cover, 10c.

Motes Taken at Acca.

By Mrs.  Corinme True. 32 Dages;
paper cover, 10e.

The Revelation of Baha'cllah.

By Isabella D. Brinttingham. 33 pages;
paper cover, 10c.

i The Bahai Proofs.

(History and Instruction.)

By Mirza Abdul Fazl. 310 pages; cloth,
$2.00. Postage 15¢ additional.

Unity Through Love.

By Howard MacNutt. 31 pages; paper,
10c,

Bahai Hymns and Poems.

By Mrs. Louise Spencer Waite. 31
pages; paper, 1lc.

The Story of the Bahai Movement.
{A Universal Faith.)
By Sydney Spragus, 22 pages; paper,
ae.

A Year With the Bahais in India and
Burmah.
By Sydney Sprague. 53 pages; Daper,
20e.

In Galilee,
By Thornton Chase. 84 pages; paper,
2be,

Some  Answered Guestions.
Collected and translated from the Per-
sian of ‘Abdul Baha by Laura Clifford
Barney.

Table Talks With Abdul Baha.
MNotes taken by Mr, and Mre. Geo. T.
Winterburn. 32 pages; paper, 10c.

Address The Bahai Publishing Society

P. O. Box 321 Madison Square
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Tablet of General Instruction

Translated ].JLI Command of Abdul Babha on August 4th, 1008, at Mt. Carmel, by Dr.

Amesni T, Faree

*“To be read by the friends of God in
the East and the West.
Upon them be Baha'o’llah El1 Abha!
He iz God!

0! Ye people of the Kingdom of Abha!

There are two influences tending to-
ward prosperity and progress which
emanate from the forefront of advance-
ment of the world of humanity. They
remind the negligent, awaken them that
gleep, give sight to the blind, hearing
to the deaf, power of utterance to the
mutes and life to the dead.

One iz the Influence of civilization,
that development of the world of nature
that concerns the material life of man.
It promotes physical advancement and

“ognltlvates the social virtues. The laws

and deductlons of sclence, so indis-
pensable to progress, are the product of
the lofty thoughts of sound minds, the
accnmulated results of the efforts of
ancient and modern scholars. The most
effective power for the promotion and
disgemination of this inflnence is just
government,

The other is the divine influence of
God, the holy and spiritual revelations.
They Iinsure eternal glory, everlasting
happinesg, the illumination of the world,
the appearance of merciful phenomens
in the world of humanity, and perpetual
life. The fundamental basiz thereof is

the teachings and the precepts of the

prophets, the dictates and attractions of
the consclence, which belong to the realm
of morality. Like unto the lamy they
light and brighten the depths and re-
cesges of human realities, The effective
power of this i1s the Word of God.

Bat the advancement of clvilization,
material perfections and human virtues
will bear no fruit or resnlt unless joined
to the sapiritual perfections, merciful
gualities and sound morals, and the
happiness of the human world, which

is the original goal, will not ba at-
talned. For although through the ad-
vancement of civilization and the adorn-
ment and reflnement of the material
world, hapiness is realized, and the
sight of hopes fulfilled in perfect beauty
wing the heart, vet, concomitantly,
great dangers, severs ordeals and awful
catastrophes are Involved.

Now, when ye behold the order and
regularity of countries, cities and vil-
lages; the atteactive adornment, the
delicacy of the blessings, the sultability
of implements, the ease of transporta-
tion and  traveling, the extension of
knowledge of the facts of the world
of natare, the great inventions and gi-
gantle undertakings and the fine and
artistic discoverieg, ¥e £hall say that
civilization I8 the canse of happiness
and the development of the human
world.

Yet agaln, when ye glance over the
inventions of infernal instroments of
destruction, the creation of the forces
of ruin, the discovery of fiery means
which enut at the root of life, It becomes
plainly evident that civilization is twin
with =avagery and a concomitant there-
of, unless material elvilization be ailded
by divine guidance, merciful appearance,
heavenly thoughts, and become  joined
to the spiritual states, the perfections
of the Kingdom, and the divine bounties.

Now consgider how the most civilized
and populous countries of the world
have become  storehouses of infernal
articles (guns, ete.), the dominions of
the world barracks of great war, the
nationg of the world armed hosts, and
the kings thereof commanding generals
of the battlefield. Thus hath the human
world fallen into & great calamity!?

Therefore this civilization and ma-
terial development must be led by the
Great Guidance; the mundane world
mugt be made the place of the appear-

T ]



THE BAHAI BULLETIN.

ance of the bountles of the kingdom;
material advancement must be made
twin with merciful revelation. Thus
may the human world appear as the
representative of the Assembly in the
plane of existence, and the exposition
of divine evidence may reveal itself in
the greatest sweetness and loveliness.
Thus may eternal happiness and glory
find realization.

Praise be to God! TFor centuries and
cycles the banner of civilization has
been raised, the human world has day
by day advanced and developed, the
material world has flourished and out-
ward perfections increased until now
the world of human existence hag at-
tained great capacity for the spiritual
teachings and the divine summons.

To illustrate: when a suckling babe
has passed through the material grades
and has attained physical growth and
development, the body has reached the
grade of maturity and attained capac-
ity for the manifestation of ideal per-
fectlons and intellectunl virtues. Then
the signs of the endowment of percep-
tion, intelligence and Eknowledge, and
the spiritual forces appear.

Likewisge in the general world, when
mankind has made physical develop-
ment, traveled through the grades of
civillzation and - attained the human
wonderg, virtues and endowments in
thelr most consummate form, it has at-
tained capacity for the appearance and
extension of the spiritual divine perfec-
tions and obtained worthiness for hear-
ing the divine snmmons.

Then the ensign of the Kingdom was
raised, spiritoal virtues and perfections
became manifest, the sun of reality
arosze, the light of the Most Great Peace
dawned, the golidarity of the human
world wag realized. We hope that the
day become intensified and these Ideal
radiation of these lights may day by
virtues magnified. Thus may the great
achievement of the human world become
evident and manifest, and the beloved
of the Love of God may become with

the utmost sweetness and beanty the
representatives of the Assemblage.

0, ye friends of God! Know ye verily
that the happiness of the world of hu-
manity is dependent upon the unity and
golidarity of mankind, and that material
and  spiritual progress both rest upon
universal frlendliness and  love among
human individuals.

-Oonsider other living beings: that is
to say the animals that graze, or fly,
and those that are feroclons. The in-
dividual of every ferocious kind is sep-
arated from its kin and the members
of the same species, and lives in loneli-
ness. They exercize the ntmost oppo-
gitlon and ferocity towards each other.
When they chance to meet they im-
mediately engage in contentlon and
fighting and us=e their claws and sharpen
their teeth by ferocity, such as atrocious
liong or bloodthirsty wolves. Thus do
the ferocions animals that live solitarily
and fight for thelr living.

But as to the tame, domestic animals
of good nature and pure temperaments
such ag those that fly and those that
grage, they aseociate with each other
with the untmost love, and company by
company they live together. They spend
their time in the greatest happiness, joy
and gladness, The thankful birds which
are content with a few graing, practice
the ntmost joyousness towards one an-
other and sing myriads of melodies upon
the pleasant plaing, mountaing and val-
leys. Likewise the animals that graze,
like the sheep, deer and rabblf, live in a
gtate of greatest friendliness, and fel-
Jowship with happiness and unity in
the pasturage of the green tablelands.
But the dogs. wolves, tigers and the
bloodthirsty hivenas and other ferocious
animalg shun each other and wander
lonely after their prey. HEven when the
animals that graze and fly come to each
others nest or den, there Is no opposi-
tion and estrangement manifested, nay
rather they treat one another with the
ntmost  friendliness and affection. On
the contrary, when a ferocious animal
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approaches the den of one of itz Kind,
the two engage in contention. HEven if
one passes through the neighborhood of
the other, it is at once attacked and
if possible destroyed.

Therefore It becomes evident that
friendliness and love even in the animal
kingdom are the result of good nature,
pure temperament and gentle behavior;
while digcord and estrangement char-
acterize the Tferocions brutes of the
plains.

The Almighty God bas not created in
man the claws and teeth of the liom,
nay the human existence iz made and
fashioned after the best form and for
the most consummate innate virtuoes.
Therefore it behooves man in homage
for this creation and gratitude for this
bestowal that he should exercise friend-
ahip and love for his kind, nay more,
he should freat all living belngs with
justice and equity.

Again consider that the comfort, joy,
regt and happinegss of mankind come
from love and unity; that contentions
and disputes are the greatest causes of
distress, misery, tribulation and unhap-
piness, But a thousand times alas! that
bumanity i ignorant and negligent con-
cerning these matfers, and every day
becomes metamorphosed into the char-
acter of a savape animal, one day a
ferocious tiger, again a coiling and re-
pulsive serpent.

The sublimity of man is derived from
the qualities and wirtues which char-
acterize the angels of the Supreme
Concourse. Therefore when good quali-
tles and virtuouns attributes appear in
man, he is verily a heavenly personage,
an angel of the Kingdom, a divine
reality, a merciful manifestation. And
when he does contend and  thirst for
blood, he exceeds in ferocity the basest
of brutes, for while the bloodthirsty
wolf will devour one sheep In the night,
In that time man will make away with
one thousand vietims,

For man has two aspectf: one the
sublimity of nature and  intellectual

qualities, and the other the base anlimal-
ity and imperfections of passion.

If you travel through the contlnents
and countries of the world, you will
see on one side, the signs of ruln and
destruction and, on the other, the signs
amd monuments of civilization and con-
straction.  As to the rnin and destruc-
tion, they are the =signs of confention
and discord, of war and batile. But
order and construction are the resuolts
of the virtues of friendliness and con-
cord.

AIf one travel in the central desert of
Asia, he will observe how many eities
a8 great and populous as Parig or Lon-
don have been ruined. From the Cag-
pian Bea fo the River Oxus naught is
to be seen mave forlorn and deserted
prairies and deserts. The Russian Rail-
way (the Trans-Caspian R. R.) takes
two days and two nights to traverse
the ruined citles and destroyed villages
of that desert. There was a time when
that land was very populous and in
the highest state of civilization and de-
velopment ; seience and kEnowledge were
widespread, the arts and professions es-
tablished, commerce and agriculture
were in the nimost state of perfection,
and civil government and politics well
organized. - Now, all this great region is
the habitation of desclation and shelters
only the nomadic Turkoman tribes and
the wandering beasts of prey. The
cities of that land, as Gorgan, Tassa,
Abiavard and Shahrastan, were onee
famous in the world for sciences, knowl-
edge, professzions, wonders, wealth,
greainess, happiness and virtue. Now,
ng voice or murmur is to be heard in
all that land save the roar of ferocious
brutes, and naught to be seen save the
wandering wolves,

This ruin and destroction was occa-
sioned by the battles and murders of
the wars between Iran (Persia) and
Yurkan, which had become different in
costoms and - religion. Their godless
leaders made publie property of the
bleod, the belongings and the privacy
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of each other. This Iz the exposition
of one Instance.

Then, when ye travel through the
world and observe it, ye shall find all
copstroctiveness and progressiveness to
be signs of friendliness and love, and
all destructiveness and rain the results
of hatred and enmity.

Notwithstanding this obvions fact the
human world does not take warning nor
wake up from Iits sleep of negligence.
Men etill engage in discord and conten-
tion; ther organize armed forces and
long to charge on the battlefield.

Agnin, congider organization and de-
composition, existence and non-exist-
ence. Every being is composed of many
different constituents; the existence. of
everything ig the expression of organl-
gation. That is to eay: when by divine
genesis organization of certaln elements
occeurs, a being is produoced.  All o ex-
istent belngs are after thizs fashion.
But when a defect appears in that com-
pound and  decomposition  sets in, the
parts geparate and that belng  disinte-
grates and becomes non-exigtent.  Thus
annibilation of things is an expression
of their decomposition and disintegra-
tion. The affinity and organization of
the  elements makes possible the exist-
ence of death.

To suwm up: the attraction and af-
finity of things are the canse of frocti-
fleation and production, and estrange-
ment and disunion among things the
cange of death and annihilation. By
attraction and affinity all living beings
guch as plants, animals and men are
realized. From digagreement and es-
trangement dissolution resnlis and an-
nihilation follows.  Verily the life of
the human world i8 that which is con-
ducive to unity, attraction and concord
of mankind.

When ye pass a farm and observe a
prosperons  plantation  with  symmetry
and beauty, full of plants and flowers
with an organized community, ye seo
proof of the fact that the farm and
garden are under the care and culti-

el

vation of a skillful farmer; but if ye
geg  confosion and disorder, it is an
evidence that the place is bereft of the
care of the gardenmer and a wild and
uncultivated plantation resulte,

Therefore it is evident that unity and
concord are the result of the education
of the Real Edocator, while separation
and dissension are evidence of savagery
and the lack of the training of God.

If an opponent object, saying: The
nations, peoples, iribes and sects of the
world have different ethics, morals, con-
ducts, tastes and temperaments and
their thoughts and opinions vary, how
then can real unity become realized or
absolute accord among humanity be es-
tablighed ?

We will say that difference (or dis-
agreement) iz of two kinds: one sort
iz the cause of annihllation and that is
like the disagreement of warring na-
tions and fighting fribes who destroy
one another, ruin homes and cause com-
fort and peace to depart, exhibiting
ferocity and bloodthirstiness. The other
difference (or disagreement) is an ex-
presgion of variety, that is itself per-
fection, and the means of manifesting
the graces of the All-Glorious.

Look at the flowers of the gardens.
Although members of different families,
having various colors, different forms
and shapes, yet because they absorb the
gsell same water and grow and thrive
by the same breeze and are reared by
the same heat and light of the one sun,
this difference and variety produces
greater beauty and grace and each ap-
pears more. beautiful by contrast with
the other.

When the complete proof which s
the effectiveness of the Word of God
obtains,  this difference  in  natares,
ethics, habits and thoughts results in
the diversification and adornment of the
human world.  Moreover this difference
and variety is inherent and innate in
the parts and members of man which
afford. the means for revealing perfec-
tions, and since these members and parts
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(of the human organism) are under
the control of the King of the Spirit,
the Spirit interpenetrates the parts and
governs even the velns ‘and arteries.
This difference and variety then is no
barrier to onencss and love governed
by the Bpirit. This plorality iz indeed
the greatest power of unity.

should a garden have it8 trees with
their branches, leaves, blossoms and
frait all of one kind, color, shape and
arrangemment it would have no beauty
and sweetness whatever, But if it pos-
seas various hues, different leaves, blos-
gome and frults, each will intensify the
decorative effect and beauty of  the
other. The gardem will become perfect
and excel In beauty, delicacy, freshness,
aweelness and magnificence

Likkewise the difference and wvariety
of thoughts, opinions, morals and tem-
peraments of the human world when
under the gnidance of the One Power
and the influence of the Word of One-
ness, will shine forth with the utmost
greatness, beauty, sublimity and perfec-
tion.

Today no power save the great power
of the Word of God, which comprehends
the realities of things, can gather to-
gether under the shade of the same tree,
the minds and hearts of the world of
humanity. It is the motive power of
all things; it i= the mover of souls and
the controller and governor of the
human world.

I'raise be to God! Today the light
of the Word of God shines upon all
horizons. From every nation, tribe and
denomination, souls are coming under
the Influnence of the Word (of God) and
have agreed and united with the ntmost
concord and harmony.

Many an assembly shall be organized
whose members will be representatives
of diferent nations, tribes and peoples.
If ‘one attend such a meeting, he will
be surprised and will imagine that those
pregent are of one birth and nation,
one people with the same thoughts and
opinions, when, as a matter of fact, one

I3 an American, another European; one
from Hindustan (India), ancther from
Turkestan; one an  Arab, another
a Tajik; one Persian, another Greek.
Notwithstanding this they consort to-
gether with joy and sing together in
the utmost unity, harmony, love and
golidarity in liberty and wisdom. This
is through the effect of the Word of
God.

If all the powers of the world shonld
agonvene, they could not organize an
aggembly  Ilke unto these assemblies,
Here with such remarkable love, attrac-
tion and zeal, different people unite in
one asgembly and raise thelr voices
In unigon in the center of the world.
They cause the abolishment of war and
murder, and the reallzation (and es-
tablishment) of universal peace, and the
friendliness and unity of the world of
humanity. Can any power withstand
the power of the Word of God? No,
verily, the proof is clear and the evi-
dence complete. If a soul open the eye
of equity, he will become amazed and
surprised and will testify justly that all
the nations and peoples of the world
shonld be grateful and thankful to the
Teachings of  Baha'o'llah: for these
Teachings make tame every ferocious
anlmal, give speed to those that only
move,  transform human  sonls  Into
angelz of heaven and make the world
of humanity the center of the manifes-
tation of mercy. All are compelled
thereby to obey and be loyal to the
government,

Today no kingdom in all the world
iz confllent and at ease, for security
and confidence have disappeared from
humanity, Kings and subjects are alike
In -danger.

The sect today which obeys the gov-
ernment with perfect religions honesty,
and practices the utmost integrity to-
wards the nations is this oppressed
sect. The proof thereof is the follow-
ing: All the tribes in Persla and Tur-
kestan are thinking of their own petty
interests; if they obey the zovernment
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it is either with the hope of favor or
through fear of punishment. Buat the
Bahais are well wishers of and obedlent
to the powers (or governments) and
are loving and kind to all the nations.

This obedience and adherence are en-
joined as duoties upon all by the Beauty
of “Abha (Baha'o'llah} in clear texta.
Therefore in compliance with the com-
mandment of God they practice the
ntmost honesty and good-will toward
the governments. If any man commit
a wrong against the government he
must hold himself responsible before
(od and consider himself a sinner de-
gerving  of punishment. Notwithstand-
ing this it 18 amazing how some of the
ministers of (political) affairs account
all other sects well disposed, but the
Bahals ill disposed.

Praige be to God! (An expression of
wonder when thus used.) In these lat-
ter days when a great general uprising
and commotion fook place In Teheran
and other cities of Iran (Persia), it was
clearly evidenced that not a single
Bahal interfered in these affairs nor
troubled  the populace, and for thia
reason they were blamed and eriticised
by others, for they had obeyed the
Blessed Beauty (Baha'o'llah) and in-
terfered not at all in political matters
nor disturbed any sect. They were oc-
cupied with their own affairs, trades
and professions,

All the friends of God testify that
Abdul  Baha is entirely truoe to, and
exhibits good-will toward the govern-
ments and nations of the world, es-
pecially, the two sublime governments
of the East (Persia and Tarkey), for
theze two countries were respectively
the native land and habitation of His
Holinega, Baha'o’llah. In all the epis-
tlea and writinge He has commended
and praised the two sublime kingdoms,

and has asgked ald for them from the
Threshold of Oneness. The Beauty of
Abha (may my soul be a sacrifice for
His beloved!) prayed in behalf of their
majestles, the two govereigng (the Shah
and -the Saltan). Praise be to God!
Notwithatanding - these decigive argu-
ments, each day an event occurs and
difficulties appear. But we and the be-
lIoved of God must not grow lax in the
least in our honesty and good-will, nay
rather in the utmost devotion and
trustworthiness remain steadfast in our
sincerity and engage in philanthropie
PrAYers.

O ve beloved of God! These days
are the time for firmnesg and the period
for steadfastness and constancy in the
Cause of God.  You must not look upon
the personality of Abldul Baha, for He
will eventually bid ye farewell. Nay,
ve must observe the Word of God. If
the Word of God is in the ascendant,
be ve happy, Joyous and thankfunl, even
if Abdul Baha be under a sword or
beneath fetfers and chains; for impor-
tance i8 in the Holy Temple of the
Cange of God. and not in the physical
monld of Abdul ‘Baha.

The beloved of God mnst be con-
firmed with such a firmness  that if
every moment a - huodred  like Abdul
Baha become the target of arrows, no
change shonld  occur in their declsion
or intention, no transformation in their
zeal or attraction to God, and no abate-
ment in their occupation in the service
of the Qause of God.

Abdul Bahn is the Servant of the
Word of the Blessed Beauty and the
manifestation of absolute servitude in
the threshold of the Lord. He has no
other station, grade, class or power,
This is my wutmost hope, my abiding
paradise, my Magjid El Aksa* (Most
Holy Sanctuary) and my Sadrat El
Montahat (Divine Guidance).

*Masjid I Akea, originally a Christian Church and afterwards turned into a Moham-
medan - Moague by the iph Omar;, attained great Importance” in the devotional estimation

of the Mohammedans.

#8adrat Bl Montha (the furthermost Tree) referred to a treé planted by the Arabs in

ancient times at the end of a
Hons of God on earth.

road, to serve as & guide. It uanally refers to the Manifesta-
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The great Manifestation was fuolfilled
and consummated in the Blessed Beauty
of Abha, and His Holiness the Supreme
{the great Bab) was the Herald of the
Blessed Beauty. (May my spirit be a
sacrifice to them!) Thns was it ended
and for a thousand years all shall re-
celve illumination from Hils lights and

obtain (favor) from the sea of His
favors.

O ye beloved of God! This is my
wish for ye and counsel to ve. Blessed
is he who is alded by God to comply
with what Is written in this leaf.

Upon ye be Baha'e'llah El Abha!

{Bigned) Anpur Bama Appas.”

The Mashrak-el-Azcar

Authorized statement by the Chicago House of Bpirituality concerning the purchass of

the land for the Mashrak-el-gzoar.

Ag there seems to be a general desire
to know the history and the details of
the purchase of the ground for the
Mashrak-el-azear, your servants, the
House of Spirituality, wish to impart
this information to the friends through
the BULLETIN,

When It became known that Abdul
Baha wished a Temple bullt in Chicago,
some of the friends consulted an at-
torney to obtain his advice regarding
the steps necessary to be taken to hold
property legally, He made a sedrch
through the Bahai books and writings
and reported that he found the material
affairs and adminlstrative dutiez were
to be handled by a body of men to be
elected by the Assembly. Being in-
formed that such a body existed in the
House of Spirituality, he gave it as his
opinion that a meeting of the Assembly
should be called and the Honse of
Bpirituality and the members of |t
chosen by the Assembly and  invested
with power to hold property as trustees,
thig proceeding being according to the
law in Illinois.

A meeting after this order was ealled
and the House of Spirituality and the
members thereof were made trustees for
the Assembly in the matter of the pur-
chase of the land.

While this was being done the friends
were busy seeking to locate a suitable
piece of ground. Some land was found
on the South side; near the lake, and

some on the North side, and a friendly
rivalry sprang up, the members of the
House holding themselves as neutral as
possible in the discnssions of the merits
of the various locations.

Meanwhile some money began to
come into the treasury and it was found
we had $2,000 on hand. Then some of
the friends began to urge the House of
Spirituality to purchase some land—to
make a start somewhere—and for sey-
eral weeks a number of the mald-ser-
vants visited the meetinge (which are
held - weekly) and insisted on action,
argning against delay. The House of
Spirituality held off, hoping the friends
would come into unity on some loeation.
Let it be known that all these meetings
and negotiations were conducied with
the sweetest spiritnality - and - utmost
good will.

About this time It was found that one
plece of land, much desired by some of
the friends, was divided into lots and
that two of these lots belonged to a
party who wag anxious to sell and that
be would sell the two lotz for £2,000,
which was considered a low price, as
the lots are large—asg large as  eizght
lots in some parts of the eity.

This was presented to the Assembly
and the friends were asked if they
wished to have the trustees purchuse
this ground and wished to give them
authority a0 to do. Then, in the joy
of realization that we were about to
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purchaze ground on which might be
erected the Mashrak-el-azcar, all dif-
fering opinions and ideas seemed to melt
into one and unity came, and the
trustees were aunthorized to purchase
these two lota.

The Houge of Spirituality, after con-
gnltation, felt it wise to recommend to
the friends the purchase of this land
for various reasons, one of these rea-
gong, perhaps the least of all, being that
in case it should develop that this was
not the chosen land and some other
location be found later which should be
more acceptable, this land could be
readily converted into cash, and that Its
purchase was a #afe Investment.

The Housze of Spiritnality wished fo
be cautious and protect the inferests of
all in the transaction, and to this end
it took title to the property temporarily
in the name of the Treasurer, the trans-
fer being amply safegunarded so that in

case of future transfer, if other prop-
erty be found more suitable, there might
be no cloud upon the title we counld
give,

The matter will be left as it now I8
until the Convention is called and a
larger organlzation formed; and then
whatever this organization shall decide
will be earried out.-All the delibera-
tions of the House of Spiritoality have
been with a hope that some suach or-
ganization of all the Assemblies in
America might be formed to carry this
great undertaking to a glorious consum-
mation.

We hope that the deliberations and
actions of the House of Spirituality will
find favor in fthe hearts of all the
friends, and that the fime will soon
arrive for the meeting of the Conven-
tion and that out of it a most perfect
organization may result.

Hovuse oF SPIRITUALITY.

The Spiritual Table

“Thou preparest a table for me in the presence of mine enemies: Thou anointest my

bead with odl; my cup ronneth over’-—234

The Word of God

*“The Word of GOD 1s the store-
honse of all good, all power and all
wisdom. The lliterate fishers and sav-
age Arabs were thereby enabled to
golve snch problems as were puzzles to
eminent sages all throngh the ages. It
awakens within us that brilliant in-
tnition which makes us Independent of
all toition and endows us with an. all-
embracing power of spiritoal under-
standing. Many a soul, in the ark of
philosophy, after froitless struggles, was
drowned in the sea of conflicting
theorles of cause and effect, while those
on board the ceaft of simplicity reached
the shore of the TUniversal Cause by
the help of fTavorable winds blowing
from the Point of Divine Knowledge.
When man s associnted with that

Pl

Transcendent  Power emanating from
the Word of GOD, the tree of his exist-
ence becomes 20 well-rooted in the soll
of Assurance that it laughs at the vio-
lent hurricanes of skepticism which at-
tempt its eradication. For this associa-
tion of the part with the Whole; en-
dows him with the Whole, and this
fnigon of the particular with the TUni-
vergal makes him all Im all”
ABDUL BAHA ABRAS,

The Greatness of the Day
He is God!

0 we friends of God! Do ye know in
what Ovele ye are created and in what
Age ve Exist?  This ia the Age of the
Blegzed Perfection and this is the Time
of the Greatest Name. This is the Cen-
tury of the Manifestation; the Age of
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the Sun of the Horizons and the bean-
tiful Springtime of His Holiness, the
Eternal Omne. The earth is in motion
and growth; the mountains, hills, plains
and prairies are green and  pleasant;
the Bounty is overiflowing; the Mercy
univergal. The rain is descending from
the cloud of Mercy; the brilliant Sun
ig ghining. The full moon iz ornament-
Ing the horizon of Hither; the great
Ocean Tide is flooding every little
stream. The Gifts are successive; the
Favors are consecutive. The refreshing
Breeze is blowing, wafting the fragrant
perfume of the blossoms. Boundless
Treasare iB in the Hand of the King
of Kings; lift the hem of thy garment
in order to recelve it. If we are not
cheerful and joyous at this season, for
what other season sghall we wait and

what other time shall we expect? It
is the time for growing, the seazon for
joyous gatherings. Take the Cup of the
Testament in thy bhand; leap and dance
with ecstasy In the Triumphal FProces-
sion of the Covenant. Lay your confi-
dence in the EHverlasting Bounty; furn
to the Presence of the Glorious God;
aslt assigtanes from the Kingdom o of
Abha ; seek confirmation from the Bu-
preme World.

Turn thy vislon toward the Horizon
of Eternal Wealth; pray for help from
the Soarce of Mercy. Soon sbhall ye see
the Friends attaining their longed-for
destination and pitehing their fentw,
while we are but In the first day of our
journey. - Baha be upom you!

(Bigned) AsoUL Bama ABpas.

The Message

“Far ag the lightning cometh out of the East, and shineth even unto the West; so shall
alsp the coming of the 8on of Man be."—Matt. 24 :27.

We are living in a great Age, a great
Day, the “Day of God,” in which prophe-
cies are being fulfilled, “Enowledge in-
creased” (Dan. 12), the  “seals”
lposened, the books opened, and the Mes-
sage of God spread throughout all re-
glons. This Message Is to be given to all
nations and religions, so that they may
all know God in Truth, “Know Him as
He shonld be known,” in order that the
Farth may be changed, 4 e., the heart
tirn  to its Creator for guldance and
protection.

In this Day of trials and temptations,
thie door to the Kingdom is open, even
a8 Noah opened the door of the Ark of
knowledge for the protection of the peo-
ple In his day; but only a few desired
to #gceept the Great gift which Noah
offered them, and thus the world was
drowned in the waters of superstitions
and Imaginations.

Then came. Abraham, who offered the
people protection in the form of saeri-

fice, for we needed to learn that sacrifice
is one of the greatest means for attain-
ing what we most earnestly desire.  But
still the people were negligent and de-
gired it not.

Then came Moses to a down-trodden
and ignorant nation, and gave them the
gerpent  knowledge - that overcame  or
swallowed up all other forms of knowl-
edze, revenling to them - laws for their
protection, as well as teaching them to
have faith in the messengers of God.
A few accepted this divine gift; but
later on. thelr guided and  leaders cor-
rupted the message of Moses to sach
a degree that the people were  vidled
from - the beauty of Jesus Christ when
IHe appeared.

Jeansd offered the Jews the love and
protection -of the Holy Spirit, or word
of God, but only a few ignorant fisher-
men believed in Him. Thus they dem-
onstrated that they did not really be-
lieve, or understand, the teachings of

e
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Moses or the prophecies of Isaiah, Jere-
miah, Ezekiel and Daniel, for did not
Jesns fell them that if they had be-
lisved in Moses and the prophets, they
would also have belleved in Him, for
Moges told them of Him?

Six hupdred and twenty-two years
after Jesus came Mohammed with a
meszage, teaching the wild and roving
tribes of Arabia the oneness and unity
of God, and telling the Jews and Chris-
tians not to make differences In re-
ligion, for He was Moses and Jesus,
thus offering them love and unity for
their protection. But they refosed it,
while some of those wild and roving
tribes of Arabia believed in Him. Mo-
hammed also revealed many prophecies
concerning the coming of the Glory of
the Lord, which was to take place at
the end of His dispensation, when the
vells of darkness would be removed, the
light of knowledge illumine the world,
mysteries be revealed, and peace, love
and unity exist through the power of
the Word and Revelation of the Baha,
or Glory of God.

The Bahai Revelation, we claim,
therefore, is the fulfilling of all the
prophecies. relating to the time of the
end, the “Latter Days."” or the “Eond of
the Ages,” when God wonld manifest
Himszself with such power of the Word
that Truth, Love, Peace and Unity
would obtain among all nations, tribes
and religions. Baha Ollah has declared
that the “Most Great peace shall come,
that wars shall be no more, and that
the Kingdom of God shall be established
on Harth a8 in Heaven. Christ com-
manded His disciples to pray to Our
Heavenly Father to bring about this
Heavenly condition, and He told them
in the Parable of the Vineyard that the
Lord of the Vineyard Himself would
have to come to establish that EKing-
dom, as the other servants were unegual
to the  task.

Moses and the Prophets of the Old
Testament go declared ; Christ and His
dizciples have sung songs of praise for

that time; and Mohammed has prophe-
gled that the 12th Iman, the Supreme
Lord, wonld herald these glad tidings.

The Bab was that Herald. In 1844
He arose in Shiraz, Persia, and went
to Mecea, where thousands were gath-
ered to pray and worship their Lord.
Here He stood up alone and declared
that the time had come when the God
of the Jews, of the Christfinns, of the
Mobhammedans and of all other re-
ligions, in fact, the God of the whole
universe, had instructed Him to herald
the glad tidings that “He whom God
would Manifest™ was about to appear, to
gladden the hearts of all who wor-
shiped God in 8pirit and in Truath.

What a wonderful statement! What
a great act has been performed! . Whe
can comprehend its greatness? Who
among us ean realize that we are lyving
in that Day when God wounld reveal
Himgelf to mankind? Its greatness is
a ' stumbling block to many which pre-
vents them from believing. They say
that such a thing conld not happen in
this our Day. But, dear friends, for
all that, it is true. Those who have
spiritual eyes can see plain evidence of
its truth in the great changes that are
taking place in the world. We find it
even in the newspapers. Writers of edi-
torials are making wonderful state-
ments.  But do they know from whence
this power of thought comes? Do they
soe the spiritual gigns back of the ma-
terial - being manifested from all quar-
ters? We think not. But the wize will
underatand, - because they have turned
to the Door of Knowledge, 4. e, the
Manifestation of God.

In all the Holy PBooks, those who
have come in the name of God have
prophesied that at the time of the end
God would restore peace and love, and
guide people in the right path. RBaha
Ollah is the Proclaimer and Fulfiller of
all the promises given by the Prophets
of the past. They all, speaking of the
Word, declared that the earth wonld be

. . e
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changed, i. ., the earth of the hearts of
the people.

All the Prophets of the past were as
one reality, for all were dominated by
ope spirit; all spoke one Word,. We
know  that Baha also spoke that same
Word, only more powerfully, even as
the Father is greater and more power-
fol than the Bon., Did not Christ say
that He had many things to say, but as
the people could not bear it or under-
giand it at that time, he referred them
to the time of the Father, saying : “How-
beit when He, the Bpirit of Trnth is
come, He will guide youa into all Troth.”
That mighty “Spirlt of Truth"” was
manifested in Baha Ollah, telling us
what Love i8 what DIeace is, what
Unlty 1s, and how we shall live and
accomplish =0 as to bring about the
Kingdom of (God on Earth.

This iz the message we are giving to
fll while thirsting for the Water of
Life, or hungering for fhe Bread of
Life. This Water and Bread is that
Bpiritual knowledge that Christ gave.
To-day we are getting it more abun-
dantly from the Bupreme Pen of Baha
Ollah, the Glory of God and from the
Pen and spoken word of Abdul Baha,
the Bervant of the Glory.

The earnest seeker shall sorely find.
Ag it is written, “Knock and it shall be
opened note you.”  The blind shall see,
the deaf shall hear and underatand, and
the sick shall be healed.

Every time a FProphet appears on
earth, new laws are made and new com-

cmands. are given. It is a time of re-

newwal. . Souls are awakened out of
their sleep. It is a day of resurrection,
wherein people are made to see and un-
derstand the diference between apiritual
and material things.

ﬂ-. This day in which we are living, we

claim i the Great Day because o

- greater revelation is given to the world.

It iz a day of judgment amd resurreec-
tion.  More light is being shed upon a
darkened world than ever before in Ita
history.  Knowledge iz being increased,

my=teries revealed, and the knowledge
of God made manifest. Man will change
from wrong fo righf, from false fo irue,
from Ignorance to koowledge of God.
He will eever himeself from himeelf,
and become Godly, i. e, show forth the
attributes and qualities of God., A
greater understanding of the Spiritnal
condition will canse him to endeavor all
the more to attain it. Having eves, he
will see with the eyes of God; having
ears, he will hear with the ears of God:
having a tongne, he will nse it only to
commemorate God. We quote from the
45th Aranbie Hidden Word: *“Thy hear-
ing iz My hearing, hear thou with it;
thy eizght 18 My =ight, see thon with It
Thus mayest thou attest within thyself
My Holiness, that I may attest within
myself a place of exaltation for Thee™

The appearance of every prophet is
called the Dawn of a New Day, a New
IMspensation, in which is given forth
the Message of God, His laws and His
commandg. Just before He (the prophet)
departs, He makes a covenant with and
for His people. It is necessary that
someoneg should be appointed fo ecarry
out His plans to instruct the people in
the teachings He has given. Just as
Mozses appointed Joshua as His soe-
ceasor, af  Christ appointed Peter and
as Mohammed appointed Ali, so at this
time the greatest manifestation, Baha
Ollah, has appolnted his eldest =on,
Abbas Effendi, the greatest (Branch)
spoken of in the (1d Testament, as the
ecenter of his covenant. He it is whom
we ¢all Abdul Baha, and He it is to
whom all are commanded to turn their
faces and hearts for guidanee, for teach-
ing, for love, for peace, and for unity,
Abdul Baha iz the living example of
the Peace, Love and Unity that this
revelation gives forth.

Abdul Baha ig the explainer of all the
sacred Pooks of the past as well ag of
the writings of Baha Ollah. His Tab-
lets and instroetions are being sont to
all parts of the world and most of the
believers are blessed with one or more
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of thoge Messages of Love and Advice.
Therefore it behooves us fo do what
we can to serve Him, for this service

tenches ue to be humble, fo have pa-
tience, and to know that every good act
is great in this Great Day of God.

The Bahai Basis

By Mrs. I. D. Brittingham

The sole and only dogma of the Bahals
f1od throogh His Manifestations or Prophets.

js that of a Divine Revelation of the Word of
The following compilation b

¥ Mrs. Brittingham

iz in no senge A ‘creed,” but I8 fntended to present In concise form the basie principles of

the Faith, as she understands them.—Editor.

1. Belief Im GOD, the Infinite Es
sence: the One; the Single; Creator of
all things.

4. Bellef in His Perfect Bpirit, the
Manifestation of Himself, pervading all
thinge.

a3 Pelief in all of His highest Mani-
festations of Himself as have appeared
in all of His prophets.

4, Belief in His latest and greatest
prophet, Baha'o'llah.

5. Obedlence to  the Commands of
Baha'o'llah and firmness in His Cove-
nant.

&, The substance of His Commands is
as follows:

{a) To turn to Hia dearest Son,
Abdul-Baha, for all interpretation of the
Holy Revelation of Baha'o'llah, and to
follow the example of Abdul-Baha.

(b) To antagonize and denounce no
religion or bellef.

{¢) To recognize good in all religions.

{d) To love all nations.

(e} To give the Truth and the Teach-
ingg of GOD without money and without
price.

{(f) To =erve one another, and to
know that all mankind are bhrothers.
“et mot a man glory in thiz that he
loves hiz conntry. Let him rather glory

in this, that he loves the whole world.”

{g) To assist in “taking the battle
out of the earth,” through the estab-
lishing of the Kingdom of GOD upon
the earth.

{h) To destroy the reign of force In
the world and bring to pass the unity
of humanity and the brotherhood of the
world through the active principle, or
reign, of love, which brings the Great
Peace.

{i) To establish work as worship and
to help mankind te kelp iteelf.

() To establish a universal langnage
thronghont the world.

(k) To be sane and practical, as frue
Religion is the essence of ganity and
practicability, and to live above the
world of dust.

(1) To make fo-day better than yes-
terday.

{m) To know, liff, serve, all homan
kind, throngh our nniversal love, pro-
mulgated by deeds.

T The Bahal Revelation Is summed
up in ome word. That word is—LOVE.
“T,ove ig the light of the Kingdom."

“He who hath not this love—(the
Love of GOD)—hath no portion with -
Baha.”

Ancient Persian Scripture

#1 gnnounce to you the Word which
the Increaser has told me and which is
the best to hear. Those that will pay
attention to me and follow me, will

gecure for themselves health and im-
mortality. Such men will be able to

sea Ahura-Mazda through Good Mind.”
ZOROASTER.




Instructions for Holding Meetings

A gelection of

"How to establish and conduct Bahal meetinga,

(1)

“Thon hast written concerning the
meetings and gathering places of the
believers of God. Such assemblies and
gatherings will greatly aid the promo-
tion of the Word, and all the audience,
whether friends or not, will become af-
fected. Put when the friends have the
Intention of entering into these meet-
ings they must disengage the heart from
all other reflectlons, ask the Inexhaust-
ible Divine Confirmation, and with the
ntmost devotion and humility set their
feet in the gathering place. Let them
not Introduce any topic in the meeting
except the mentioning of the True One,
neither must they confusge that merciful
assembly with complex outside ques-
tions. They must either teach or open
thelr tongue in propounding arguments,
elther commune or supplicate and pray
to God, either read Tablets or give out
advices and exhortations.

(Bigned)

TARDUL-BAHA ABBAR”

(2)

“The believers of God must assemble
and assoclate with each other in the
uimost love, joy and fragrance. They
must conduoct themeelves (in the meet-
ings) with the greatest dignity and con-
gideration, chant divine verses, peruse
ingiructive articles, read Tablets of
Abdul-Baha, encourage and inspire each
other with love for the whole huoman
race, invoke God with perfect joy and
fragrance, rend the verses of glorifica-
tion and praises of the Self-Bubsistent
Lord and deliver eloquent speeches.

(Bigned)

“ARDUL-BAEmA Appas.”

(3)
- "You have written concerning the spir-
ltual meetings, The foundation of the
gpiritual meetings must be the teaching

portiens of Tablets from the pen of Abdul Baha eoncerning tha gquestion,
"—Compiled by Abmed Isphahani,

and delivering the Cause of God. 1In
these meetings the believers and maild-
servants of the Merciful must proclaim
the proofs and arguments and explain
the signs of the appearance of the
Beauty of Abha (may my life be a sacrl-
flce to the beloved omes). Meanwhile,
they may read some Tablets and Com-
munes, and at the end of the meetings,
if they desire to sing with the utmost
supplication and meekness, it is aceept-
able. But the fundamental principle of
the establishment of spiritual meetings
is for the sake of teaching and dellver-
Ing the Truth, #o that those sounls who
are present may become informed of the
Divine Evidences and Proofs.
(Signed)
YABDUL-BAnA ABBAS.”

(4)

“But regarding teaching the Truth:
One must teach with wisdom, aminbility,
good-naturedness and kindoess, And
should - anyone  circamscribe conditions
(for teaching the Truth) it will become
THTE.

But concerning the established (or-
ganized) assemblies, altogether ontside
conversation must not be Introduced
therein. Nay, rather conversation must
be confined to the reading of verses, the
peruging of Words and affairs which
pertain to the Cause of God, such as
explaining -proofs and evidences, deliv-
ering clear and irrefutable arguments
and announcing the Blgns of the Beloved
of the Creaturea.

Those souls who are in that assem-
bly before thelr entrance therein must
be adorned with utmost purlty, turn
their faces townrd the Kingdom of Abba
and enter with infinite  humility and
meekness, and when someone reads Tah-
lets they must be silent and attentive.
Should anyone desire to speak, he must
do it with the utmost courtesy and with
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perfect eloguence and fluency by the
congent and permission of the people of
the assembly.
Upon thee be greeting and praise.
(Bigned)
“AppUl-BaHA ABBas.”

(5)

“Thy mission in America for the pres-
ent iz this: Thou must travel as far as
poesible to every part and pass by cltles
and towns, summoning everyone to the
Beanty of Abha, raising the Call of the
Kingdom and proclalming at the top of
thy voice:

“a hundred thousand glad tidings be
apon ye that the Bun of the Reality of
the Beauty of Abha hath shone forth
from the Horizon of the Contingent Be-
ing and hath {llumined the reglons with
the lights of the Most Great Guidance,
The realities of the Old Testament and
the Gospel are already fulfilled and the
Myateries of the Heavenly Books be-
come manifest. This is the ceniury of
the Merciful One and the Period of Joy
and Gladness. O ye heedless ones, be-
come mindful! O ye sleepy ones, be
awakened! O ye blind ones, become gee-
ing! O ye deaf ones, become hearing!
O ye dumb ones, become speakers! O
yve dead ones, become living! O ye de
prived ones, take a portion! This is the
Effulgence of the Mercifol and the mov-
Ing of the depthless sea. This iz the

Outpouring of the wonderful and new
springtime and the falling of the show-
org of the Beauty of the Most Great
T.ord! This is thy mission.
(Bigned )
YARDUL-BARA -ABBAB.”

()

“Theu hast inquired regarding the
Teachings and Instructions of Baha
Ollah! ‘Thou must Instruct the people
of the world in the Love of God, that
they may erase the foundation of war-
fare and strife, be attracted by the Glad
Tidings of the Kingdom of Abha, lay
the basis of love and amity, raise the
melody of affinity, and the oneness of
the Kingdom of huomanity; transmute
tyranny and persecution ioto love and
faithfulness, efface the fraces of blood-
shed, and carnage; construct the edifice
of reconciliation, dispel the darkness of
egtrangement, diffuse the light of unity;
¢hange the polson of animosity into the
honey of sympathetie affection; destroy
the roligious, national and social preju-
dices from the individuals of bumanity;
lve and act, with and toward each
other as though they were from one
race, one conntry, one religion, and one
kind.

{Bigned)

TABDUL-BAHA ABBAR."

(Translated by M. Ahmed Tsphahani,
November, 1908, Washington, D. C.)

The Young Folks

In eiir last issne we sald we hoped to give ‘a full account of the services obacrved by

Mrs. Isabella Db Brittingham upon
of the four little children of

bhelow a Tall aceonnt

I.
Extract of Tablet from Abdul Baha:
“When you wish to name a babe, pre-
pare o meeting therefor, chant verses
and communes, supplicate the Threshold
of Oneness, and beg the attainment of
guidance for the babe; and wish con-
frmed firmness and constancy.  Then

the occaslon of the baptizing, or namin
re. Charles A. Butler, o
wore conducted st the home of Colonel and Mrs. Archis C. Fig

ﬁm the Abha Faith;
on; Indiana, - The services
in the Bronx. We print

Huntin

rive the name and enjoy beverage and
awestment. This is spiritual baptism.”

II.

Let the parents state that in accord
with fhe Word of Abdul Baha the
friends have heen invited to be present
and welcome the little ones into the new
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life, so that they may be known as
Bahais and may know themselves as
Bahais.

I1I1.

Ask the Triends to utter the Greatest
Name In silenee, sapplieating the pres-
ence of the Holy 8pirit and the blesging
of God upon the children.

IV.

Read the following Commune, which
I8 an extract from a Tablet to some
American parents:

“0 God! rear these children in the
bogom of Thy Love, and give them milk
from the breast of Providence. O Lord,
cultivate these fresh plants in the rose-
garden of Thy Love, and nurture them
by showers from the clouds of Provi-
deénce, Make them children of the
Kingdom, and lead them to the Divine
World. Thou art the powerful and
kind: Thou art the generous, the be-
stower, whose blessings precede all else.”

Y.

The following supplleation to Abdual
Baha was signed by the parents and
then by all present, a duplicate one be-
Ing also signed for the parents to keep:

“Ar God has blessed us with the care
of these little children, we will need His
guidance and your prayers; your kind-

ness; your charity; your patience to
guide ug in rearing these children of the
new creation and to carry out the strict
command of God to traln and educate
the children. In this new age, all are
one family. Theee children are yours as
well as ours to educate. May God's
blessing and guidance be upon us all.”

YL
Hupplication.

“0 Unequalled Lord! For these help-
1518—HOPFPER HARIS.. ELEVEN
legs children be a Protector! For these
weak and sinful ones be kind and forgiv-
ing! O Creator! althongh we are but
useless grass, yet we are of your Gar-
den; though we are but young trees bare
of leaves and blogsoms, yot we are of
Thy Orchard; therefore nourish  this
grags with the rain of Thy bounty: re-
fresh and vivify these young, Iangnish-
ing trees with the breeze of Thy spir-
itnal springtime. Awaken us, enlighten
ng, give us eternal life and accept us
into Thy Kingdom.”

VII.

The children were then anointed sith
roge water, frst the eldest and then the
others, with the formula, “In the name
of God I anoint yvon*

A gocial time followed.

Chicago

Chicago, Dec. T, 1905,
To The Bahai Bulletin:

The PBahal friends wlll be glad to
Enow. of the good work that is being
done by our brother Mirga Sinore Mugz-
affar  Raffie, who for several years
past has been a student at the Univer-
gity of Chicago. About a year ago last
month Mirza Raffie and a student from
India founded the Chicago International
Club, which is the ninth chapter of the
Inter-University Association of the Cos-
mopolitan  Clubg of  the United States.

Tt was formed for the purpose of learn-
ing the best that there ig in differsnt
nations, in. all branches of life, ethics
ond religion, and it is now one of the
most popular clubs in the University of
Chicago.

The first quarterly open meeting of
the club was beld at the University of
Chicago on Baturday evening, November
28th, Mirza Raffie, the president of the
club, presiding. Addresses were made
by Prof. Harry Pratt Judson, president
of the Univerzity; Prof. George B. Fos-
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ter, Prof. C. BEdward Merriam, Mr,
Thornton Chase and Countess Aurelia
Bethlen. ‘The addresses were inter-
gpersed with music, instrumental and
vocal, and refreshments were served
after the meeting. It was a delightful
and enthnsiastic occasgion. About two
hundred and fifty persons were present,
most of them stodents at the universlty,
among whom were representatives from
Persia, Japan, Russia, India, China,
gonth America, Turkey, the Philippines,
ote.  Probably fifteen or more natlonali-
ties were represented in this club. Five
Eahais were on the programme. In ad-
dition ~ to the three mentioned above,
namely, Mirga Haffle, Mr. Chase and
Madam Bethlen, vocal solos were beau-
titully rendered by Mr. Albert R. Win-
dust and Miss Bessle Diggett, Mr.
Windust sang “Ring Out, Wild Bells™
{(“Ring Out the Old, Ring in the New").
1t was indeed a happy occasion. Al
though not a religions meeting, vet, as
one expressed it, “The spirit manifested
there wags the true spirit of brotherhood
and  Bahal love. It was a  glorlous
gathering.” Mr. Chase was elected an
honorary member.  Madam Bethlen
made a short, bright, impromptu speech
and ecaptivated the andience. The ad-
dress given by Mr. Chase was fine. That
the addresses of Mr. Chase and Madam
Bethlen were highly appreciated was
gshown by the evident interest and ap-
plausge of the audience,

The next day, at our regular Sunday
morning meeting, which ia held in Cor-
inihian Hall, 17th floor, Masonic Temple,
about twelve or more persons who had
attended the meeting the evening before
¢ame to learn more about the teachings,
and we trust the good seed thus sowWn
will spring up and bear fruit.

Madam Bethlen, who came here from
New York a few weeks ago, has been
warmly welcomed by the friends and is
an earnest worker.

For several weeks the Chicago friends
were happy in the presence of Mr. Har-
lin ¥, Ober and Mr, Alfred E. Lunt, of

- ey

Boston.  They have now returned east
and expressions of regret are often
heard that they could not have stayed
longer in Chicago.

Mrs. Marie L. Hopper and her dear
little danghter Lorraine, formerly of
Paris and now of Dixon, Ill., spent &
few days with us, and the memory of
their visit is indeed a pleasant one. Mr.
Hopper and Mr. Breakwell, who visited
Acea together some years ago, have both
pasged into the realm beyond.

Mr. Perey F. Woodeock, of Brockville,
Canada, gpent a week here and brought
the greetings of the New York Assembly
from whence he had come, Mr. Wood-
cock radiated the spirit of love and de-
livered =ome Instructive addresses on
the inner significance of the Temple.
The appreciation of the friends was
manifested by the enthusiasm displayed
and at the large attendance at the meet-
Ings.

We were pleased to have Mr. Thomas
MacMechan, of the New York Board of
Conngel, with ng on Sunday morning,
December - Gth, Mr, MacMechan
brought the greetings and love of the
New York friends.

We were also happy to have with us
on Sunday morning, December 6Gth, Miss
Cora Bush, of Detroit, Mich.,, who had
spent 4 year in the mountaing of Colo-
rado and was passing throogh Chicago
on her return home.

To look Into the faces of the Bahal
friends, which are bright with the light
of the Kingdom, to see how earnestly
they are striving *to live the life,” to
note the steady growth of that great
love and unity for which Ahdul-Baha
has =0 earnestly longed and prayed, is
to impress one with the truth of His
words that “this is a heavenly society.”

The Bulletin is heartily welcomed by
the Chicago friends. May God bless its
misslon and speed 1t on its way.

Bahal greetings to the friends every-
where.

Sincerely yours,
G. B.

= n e
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New

On Sunday, November 20th, FProf.
Bavmond 8. Perrin began a course of
lectures on “The Philosophical: Bagis of
Relizion™ at Club A" of the People's
Institute on 15th Street. In his opening
lecture he referred most kindly to the
Bahai Canse and spoke In terms of
warmest admiration for Abdul Baha and
the principles of the Religion. He ex-
horted the Bahais, however, to learn to
dlstingnish between personalities and
principles, and sald that from his as-
sociation with them it seemed to him
that they were rather engaged in the
worship of the personality of thelr grent
leader than In gpreading the principles
of hig Cause,

In a Tablet to Miss Juliet Thompson,
translated by Dr. Fareed in Acca on
September 4th, 1908, Abdul Baha refers
to Professor Perrin in the following

Cowords :

“The personage yvou mention is In re-
ality enraptured with the Truth, and
geeks the discovery of the Mysteries of
God. His intention is blessed and his
efforts directed towards the development
of the world of humanity.”

Professor Perrln especially invited the
Bahaiz= to attend his lectures, and

York

frankly asked for eriticiams and ques-
tions. If his philosophienl theorles are
Incorrect, he is willing to be convinced
of the error of his way. Discussion
always follows the Professor's — ad-
dresses, In which all present are
invited to take part, and In these
discussions the Bahals have so far been
repregsented by Messrs. MacNuott, Bar-
akatnllah and Harris. The resnlt has
been that quite 8 number of those at-
tending have evinced great interest in
the Bahai Revelation, and it iz confi-
dently hoped that one of the results of
the Profeszor's friendly criticism of the
Bahai teachingz in America will be to
attract quite a nomber of intelligent,
active, anergetic and thinking peopla to
the Caunse.

We must expect criticism, and even
violent denunciation of our Cause, and
when It comes from one with so kindly
a gpirit as that shown by Profeszor Per-
rin, it iz indeed an easy thing: in fact,
a delightful thing, to obey the command
that we should love those who abuse ugs.

We understand that Professor Per-
rin's lectores will continne through the
winter. He is really conducting a class
in philosophy.

Brooklyn

Brooklyn, Nov. 26th.

. To the Bulletin:

The Brooklyn Board of Counsel re-

guests that announcement be made in
.~ the Bahai Bulletin of the change In

time and place of meetings heretofore
held at 935 Bastern Parkway to the fol-
lowing address:
- Lockwood Academy, 138 South Oxford
Street, near Fulton Streef, at 8 o'clock
every Sunday evening.

All believers and inquirers cordially
weleomed. The Academy may be
reached from New York by Subway to

Atlantic Avenne Btation, and walk north
two blocks,
Very truly yours in the Cause,
C. L. Harr, Secrotary.

The Pulletin ig informed that the
first meeting was held at Lockwood
Academy on November 280th. The at-
tendance was excellent, many inguirers
being present. Mr. Howard MacNuit
delivered the address, and, for the beme-
fit of the inguirers, made hig talk prac-
tieally a first lesson in the Teachings.
The Interest was marked, and our
prooklyn brothers are very much en-
couraged. May the good work con-
tinue.




Announcement of Meetings

NEW YORK.

Regular meetings every Sunday at 11 o'clock, A. 3, at Geneologleal Hall,
No. 226 West 58th Street.

Regular meetings every Friday evening at 8 o'clock, at the studlo of Miss
Juliet Thompson, No, 119 East 10th Street.

Regular meetings every Sunday afternoon at 3:30 o'clock, at the residence
of Mr. Arthur P. Dodge, 261 West 130th Btreet.

Regular meetings every Sunday evening, at 8 o'clock, at the home of Mrs.
E. E. Gibbons, No, 83 Madison Avenue.

BROOKLYN.

Regular meetings every Sunday evening at & o'clock at Lockwood Academy,
138 South Oxford Street (near Fulton Street),

JERSEY CITY.

Regzplar meetings at 8 o'clock P. M., at No. 560 Newark Avenue. The friends
in New York are especially requested to encourage these meetings by their
presence.

BUFFALODO, N. Y.

Regular meetings Sunday and Thursday of each week, 8:30-P. M., at 434
Elmwood Avenue.
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Catalogue of Books

Hidden Words.

Words of Wisdom and Communes:
from the “Supreme Pen" of
Baha'ollah. 93 pages; paper cover,
10e; leather, $1.00.

The Seven Valleys. .

Revealed by Baha'ollah. 56 pages;
paper cover, 2bc; leather, $1.00.

Book of ighan or Book of Assurance.

By Baha'ollah., 150 pages; ecloth, 80c.
Postage 10¢ additional.

Tablet of Tarazat, Tablet of the Waoarld,
Words of Paradise, Etc.

By Baha'ollah. 92 pages; paper, ble.

The Tablet of Ishrakat.

By Baha'ollah. 45 pages; paper, 26e.
Surat ul Hykl.
By Baha'ollah. 62 pages; paper cover,
20e.

-

Ten Days in the Light of Acca.

By Julia M. Grundy, from the words
of Abdul Baha. 111 pages: paper
covear, Z5e.

Table Talks at Acca.

By Arthur 8. Agnew. 23 pagesd; paper
cover, 10ec.

Motes Taken at Acca.

By Mre. Corinne True. 22 pages;
paper cover, 10c.

The Revelation of Baha'ollah.

paper cover, 10c.

The Bahal Proofs.
(History and Instruction.)

By Mirza Abdul Fazl. 310 pages; cloth,
$2.00. Postage 15¢ additional.

Unity Through Love,

By Howard MacNutt. 31 pages; paper,
10,

Bahai Hymns and Poems.

By Mrs, Louise Spencer Waite. 21
pages; paper, 10e,

The Story of the Bahal Movement.

(A Universal Faith.)

B:r;i Sydney Spragus. 22 pages: paper,
.

A Year With the Bahais in India and
Burmah.

B:rﬂﬂﬂfdney Sprague. 53 pages; paper,
c.

In- Galilees.

By Thornton Chase. 84 pages; paper,
2bc,

Some Answered Questions.
Collected and translated from the Per-
sgian of Abdul Baha by Laura Clifford
- Barney.

Table Talks With Abdul Baha.
MNotes taken by Mr., and Mra. Geo. T.
Winterburn. 42 pages; paper, 10c.

Address The Bahai Publishing Society

P. O. Box 321 Madison Square

New York City.

By Isabella D. Brinttingham. 33 pages; j“
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Bahai New Year’s Message

“(d things have passed away:

Each Prophet or Manifestation of
God, when he comes to the world, founds

s a new dispensation, a new time, for his

-

followers, Thus we have had the Mo-
gnic time, the Christian fime, the Mo-
hammedan time, ete. To-day those who
believe in Baha'a'llah, are establishing
the Bahal time. It establishes a new
method of reckoning, by dividing Info
periods of nineteen years, each year
contalning nineteen months of nineteen
daye each. This divigion leaves four In-
tercalary days at the end of each year,
which are devoted to love and charity.
The New Year begins on the twenty-first
of March, In accord with the teachings
of our Hevelator.

There iz a great and glorious truth
underlying the appeinting of March the
21st, the Vernal Equinox, as the time
of New Year rejoicing. The former
New Years Day, Jannary 1si, dedicated
by the Homans to the two-faced warrior
god, Janns;, and celebrated by the an-
clent Jews, and modern Christians, came
in the dead of winter, in the period of
cold and death. The Bahai New York
comes at the very beginning of Spring
gymbolizing the Bpring time of the soul.
It stands for newness of life phygically
and spiritually, and thus we have all the
beantiful ideals of Haster, and of the
New Year, bound together in one grand
whole. It iz the time of new beginnings,
new hopes and new aspirations. It is
time when the heart of man cries out
exultantly: “0 give thanks unto the
Lord, for he ig good. Sing unto Him a
new gong".—for he causeth the desert
to “blossom as the rose”, and the valley
he covers with greenness; out of night
he bringeth day, and out of death the
everlasting Life.

On this, our glad New Year, a new
11ght shines upon the mountaing, for Life
and the Resurrection are proclaimed
forevermore. The bars of winter are

Behold T make all things new."

broken asunder and the iron bands of
death are riven. The lilies lift their
holy white gralls filled with the sun-
shine of God's Love, for bath he not
manifested His love in every flower and
In the uprising of all green things?

“In the beauty of the lilies, Christ was
born across the sea,

With a glory in His bosom, which
transfigures you and me.”

They are the sweet, small interpreters
aof large certainties,  Though winter cuts
them down, with every Spring they comme
again, writing their testimony on the
new page of the book of revelation,
wherein we read that life is an eternal
Genesis,

Thus we can undersiand why Baha-
'n'llah, the Father of Wisdom and TLove,
appointed this blessed =eason for be-
ginning the New Year, The Spring fes-
tival ig as old as the hope of man, call
it by whatever name you will. Be it
the Passover of the Jews, the Easter of
the Christiang, the Meglezian festival of
the Romans, held in honor of the Magna
Mater (Great Mother), and lasting for
six days in early April, the Spring fes-
tival of the early Baxons, in which they
worshipped the goddess of Spring, and
called her Eostre, their feast dayv being
pamed “the Sunday of Joy”, or in this
time the Bahai feast of Nauruz—the
New Day, in all of them we hear the one
great key note in the “Song of Bpring”,
with ite renewal of all nature in beauty
and reloiclng.  “Behold! I make all
things new ! 0h! blesged symbol of a
most joyous spiritual Trath.

Therefore as Bahals, let uva rejoice
Aind sing praises. unto God. For we
know that IIis universe, and all that
therein ig, shapes ftgelf, not unto death
and destruction, but to a yet more glor-
foug development of life, and that it en-

i — — e D

B B E e b T



THE BAHAI BULLETIN

dureth “*from  everlasting  to - everlast-
ing”, and that each New Year shall be
brighter and brighter “unto the perfect
day”. The Father of glory hath come
and hath established His Kingdom “upon
earth as it is in Heaven, a kingdom
which shall embrace all nations. The
winter of =ouls has passed. The Spring
and a New Year has come, and He who
became “the first fruits of them that
slept” iz arisen. Darkness hath fled
from the earth forever, for He, the
Lamb of God, the Center of our Cove-
nant, is the light thereof. Oh! Iift up
your hearts and be joyful, all the nations
of the earth!

New Year Greeting

Welcome, Oh Spring, with royal cheer

We celebrate the glad New Year.

May it be filled with new delight,—

With greater knowledge, falth more
bright,—

New health and strength, a flrmer will,
All other hearts with joy to fill,
Forgetting self, from day to day

To follow in the “Perfect Way" ;—

Now sympathy with others’ ¢reeds,—
New tenderness for others’ needs,—
New prayers for all who live on earth—
New aspirations, and new birth ;—

New laws for men—that strife shall
cease,

For He hath come who bringeth peace,

That all shall serve in bonds of love,

All worshipping One God above.—

New songs of beauty and of praise

To Him who in this day of days,

Hath brought agalin the Inearnate Word,

Through which  a New Creation
gtirred ;—

WNew fires within our breasts aflame,
Now zeal the tidingz to proclalm,
Tidings of joy. of wondrous worth,
Glorious
earth j—

God's Kingdom eome to

New efforts to go forth and bring
The weary ones unte our King,

That He, the Lamb, npon His throne,
In love may claim them for His own.

He calleth to the world: Behold!

All things are new! Passed is the old: ™

Passed is the winter's icy death; G

Life's 8pring 1s here with fragrant
breath,

With leaves and buds, new upturned
S mod,
New understanding of our God,
New Love which casteth out all fear,
New Peace, new Joy, a glad New Year
Lovise R. WAITE

Bahai Callendar

MONTH. NAME. BEGINS,
1. Baba (Splendor) March 21.

2. Jalal (Glory) April 9.

3. Jamal (Beauty) April 28,
4. Agmat (Grandeur) May 17.
5. Noor (Light) June B.

6.  Rahmat {(Mercy) Juone 24.
7. Kalamat (Words) July 13
B Asma (Names) Aug 1.

O, Kamal {Perfection) Aug. 20.
10, Azzat (Might) Sept. 8.

11.  Masheyat (WIill) Sept. 27.
12, Tim (Knowledge) Oct. 16,
13. Eudrat (Power) Nov. 4

14, Kowl (Speech) Nov. 23,

15. Mas=a-El {(Questions) Dec. 12,
16. Sharaf (Honor) Dec. 21.
17. Sultan (Sovereignty) Jan. 19
18, Mulk (Dominion) Feb. 7.
19, Ula {Loftiness) March 2.

The extra days beginning February
26 and including March 1st are inter- -
calary or festival days, which, according
to the Command of the Kitab el Akdas,
are to be spent in celebration, feasting
and glving to the poor. TImmediately
after these days of feasting and rejole-
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Ing, the month of fasting begina March
24 and extends to March 21, Naurug,
the first day of the Bahal New Year, or
the Day and Month of Baha. The Kitab
el Akdas ordains that fasting shall be
from sunrise to sunset each day of the
10th month as mentioned.

Aceording to the Bahai Calendar the
week is completely abolished, but pend-
ing the retention of the week, new

names have been given to the days com-
posing it, as follows—
Sunday Yawma'l Jemal

Monday o Kamnl
Toezday e Fizal
Wednesday * Idal
Thursday o Istijlal
Friday i Istiklal

Saturday o Jalal

The News

Hamra, Jan. 1st, *09.

Through THE BAHAT Bunierin, I wish
to acknowledge the receipt of the many
letters which the good friends have writ-
ten from the various parts of America.
I have translated all the supplications
they have contalned, and those that
have asked me to convey cerfain mes-
gages to Him withont sending supplica-
tions, I have presented myself to that
gacred presence and have delivered
them,

To az many of these letters as I can
I send acknowledge of recelpt and the
information desired. Most of them ask
me fo give the news of the Holy Land.
Thiz I have endeavored to do, at least
for as many as I could, but with my
practise of medicine and translating, ete.,
I cannot comply with all reguests. How-
ever, now that Tae Bamar BULLETIN has
come to my aid and is devoting a section
or department to the news of the Holy
Land, I will obey all the beloved by
gending my monthly installment to the
BULLETIN.

To begin herewlth, I will give you the
following good news: By the will of
Abdul Baha, the Bahai Friends In Acca
" are subseribing to the American Bahal
Temple, “The Mashrak-el-Azecar”. Only
day before yesterday the subscription
book was opened and the amount sub-
gcribed  already amounts to $550.00.
Thoze of us who live in Halfa are

From Aclca

anxiously awaiting the time when the
bool will reach here 8o that we may add
our humble but heart-felt contributions.
Thiz will encouragze the friends every-
where, for the beloved Abdul Baha him-
self hag contribated. .

There 8 much concerning Acca that
I would like to write, but lack of time
forbids. The steamer has just arrived
and I hear that seven Parsee Bahais
have come from Yesd. Praise God, the
doors of “Hope” and of “Meeting” are
open! Blessed are they who come!

Heal Babai Love for all. May this
New Year which i blessed with two
Bahai numbers (19 & 9) set aglow the
hearts with energy for establishing the
Tabernacle of God, The Mashrak-el-
Azcar in America

AvrEN U. Fareep, M. D.

Hamra, Jan, 27, "09.
You will be interested in hearing from
Acea at any time. < At this particolar
season the writer s fortunate in being a
guest in o the Master’s household and
more especially so, as this bappens to be
hig birthday, aund also the anniversary
of the martyrdom of the Blessed Bab.
My journey hither had been particu-
Iarly eventful inasmuch as I had visited
the stricken scenes of the Ifalian earth-
qualoe,
You who have made this pllgrimage
know how the route thither lies along

BN B e S
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the delightful shores of the tideless Med-
iterranean Sea and bhow the prison city,
Acca, lles bagking in tropieal sunshine,
the very first object of observation as
one enters this beautiful bay, Mt. Car-
mel gouth, Acca north. We arrived at
evening and the friends in Haifa gave
us a most cordial and truly Bahal greet-
ing. Next morning the drive of nine
miles from Haifa to Aecca was made in
the most ideal weather, and ag we drove
along our earriage met several of the
believers with whom we exchanged the
famillar greeting. Arriving at Acea, just
before lunch, we soon met the dear Mas-
ter!

The anticipated meeting but faintly
guggested the reality! In His benign
countenance one reads compassionate
love and majestic wisdom! One stands
trangfixed, and a8 he advances with
words of welcome—throws his arms
about youn—salutes you with n kiss—
haolds yon in his embrace—youn feel as
one imagines the parabolic prodigal felt
= sense of perfect love, refuoge, filial
deévotion and serene happiness,

His tender devotion toward you all in
America came spontaneously to His lips
in words of ingquiry, by name, for many
whom He afterwards assured me were
only o few in mind.

We drank our tea together as words
of wisdom and instruction came from
His lip=.

Taking =ome flowers from a boguet
on Hig table He pressed them into my
hand with a tender and loving gesture
as if to may “Thege are for you.”

One does not feel particnlarly em-
barrassed as the interpreter gives His
words to you, for the music and earnest-
vess of his voice is constantly a source
of inspiration nnd comfort.

I know you will wish to know how it
geems here since the Turks have pro-
claimed freedom. I assare you it ig the
game life which has characterized the
Master in this Prison City for over forty
yearg.  The zame spies, the same Bsen-
tinels upon the walls, the same atmos-

T A -

phere of tactful caution s everywhere.
To be sure the Master can go in-and oot
at will. He has repeatedly been urged
to go away and live in some other coun-
try, but Hizs wisdom decides it best to
remain here.

The Canse demands no change in
household mannpers, exercige of appre-
hension or extended privileges.

Were any marked changes to o¢cnr
the Mohammedans would say—also all
government officors—"8ee  how he be-
comes as a heathen, this teacher of re-
ligion the moment he ean do so.”

I came =0 guietly that only by merest
chance can- any one know who, why,
whence or whither.  Thus, you will un-
derstand the Turkigh power which is,
indeed, very uncertain, may descend
again upon the Exiled one at any mo-
ment - upon - ihe =lightest provoceations.
To this end He may not yet act with
perfect fréedom.

My kindest regards to the New York
Assembly,

(Tev.) O, M. FisHER

ACCa, BYRIA, Jan. 20th, 1909,

I am sure you will be greatly pleased
to learn that the beloved Abdul Baha
has remembered - you most kindly, has
read the translation of the contents of
¥your publicatlion, and that he has told
me to write for it This, of course, in-
dicates Hig good pleasure in your Tavor.

A few days ago our dear gister, Mrs.
L. Geteinger and her party of two, as
well asg Mr. Btanwood Cobb, of Robert
College,  Constantinople, were here for
the Holy Vigit. At this writing oor
dear brother, Rev, Dr. Fisher of New
York, is here,

Yegterday morning our beloved Abdul
Baha made us all happy by saying::

“To-day I myself will take you to the ™)
Holy Tomb and to the Rizgwan {the Gar- =

den of Baha'ollah). Aeccordingly He,
Miss Rosenburg, of London, England,
Rev. Dr, Fisher, of New York, and the
writer started on the most sacred vigit
of the Bahais. This Is the first time in

kol Skl sl bl il s 2]

T TLSE _pa——



THE BAHAI BULLETIN

about eight years that Abdul Baha has
accompanied Eunropean and Americn pil-
grims fo the Holy Places. And exceed-
ing great joy it was to us all!

The day was exceptlionally beantiful;
the sunshine, so longed for in the win-

= ter, was abundant: the air was fresh

and life-giving, and last though not least,
were the green prairies decorated so
plentifully with the famous anemones
and Lilies of the Valley. Abdul Baha
Himegelf pointed out the scenes of great-
est beauty. To have been in His com-
pany at such a time was indeed a rare,
Heavenly reality.

When inside the Bacred Tomb, Abdul
Baha In wonderful, deep, resounding
voice chanted the “Tablet of Visitation.”
Oh, how I wish that all might have
been present and have heard it.

Dr. Fisher was desirous of photo-
graphing the sacred places that glorious
morning and hence It was that Abdual
Baha Himself pointed out scenes of spe-
cial interest from the standpoint of the
photographer. One was a general view
from behind the large, spreading pines,
foealizing, wonderfully, the Holy Tomb
and the adjoining buildings.

About noon we returned to Acca. The
pilgrims from Persia, Indla, Russia and
Egypt were waiting at the Gate of Ab-
dul Baha's house, for He had invited
them to the Banquet of Love. They
were longing to brealk bread with their
brothers and slsters from the Occident.

Scon after we were all In the Hall,
where the Table, so familiar to those
who have been in that “Penal Town,”
the “Most Great Prison” of Baha'ollah
was spread. As customary, the Servant
of Baha offered each a napkin and seated
all at the table. While His guests were
feeding  their bodies, he was fesading
their souls with food of the words of
God which were flowing as a river of
“milk and honey™ from His sacred lips.
By his wish I Interpreted his words into
English for the Western friends. The
substance of his Heavenly speech was :

“All the natloms, religions, peoples,
races, denominations and eults are at
warfare with one another. The efforts
of each are directed towards the efface-
ment of the other. Everyone of them
endeavors with might and main to over-
come and do away with the others.
Even the individuals among them are
intent upon overcoming one another.
The one people to-day whose hopes and
agpirations are for the unity of man.
kind and the love of humanity is this
oppressed community of Baha. The duty
of the Bahais is that they should daily
strengthen the bonds  of  love among
themselves so that love many become
their strongest point and  their ‘Re-
serve’ power whereby they shall subdue
the hatred, envy and malice of the na-
tion. By love they must conguer the
realms of hearts and minds.”

ARMEEN T. Fareep, M. D.

Mashrak-el-Azcar
Call for Convention

CHicaco, January 12th, 1909,
Dear Fellow Bervants in the Field of
faod:

In pursuance of the expressed wish of
Abdul-Baha that a convention be held in
the ecity of Chicago, composed of dele-
gates from all spiritual meetings of be-
lHevers in America, for the purpose of

establighing a National Temple Organ-
ization of men and women “for the pro-
viglon of the needs of the Temple,” this
Invitation 18 sent to you.

Abdul-Baba says: “If this be estab-
lished with perfect fragrance and joy, It
will produce great results."

The purpose of this “New Meeting™ of
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representatives of all believers 18 to form
a National Temple Commitiee to man-
age and carry to completion the first
Mashrak-el-Azcar, Bahai Temple of Wor-
ghip, of America.

Your humble servant, the House of

Spirituality, after careful consideration,
has decided upon Saturday, March 20,
1909, as the day for the beginning of
this convention, which is expected to con-
tinue until all the Temple business be-
fore it shall be completed.

You are therefore invited and urgently
requested to notify your Assembly, or
“@piritnal Meetings,” of the coming
Convention and lis date, and also, as
soon as you can, to send us the name or
names of your delegates, who will arrive
here on March 20th. As the time is
ghort, we urge you to let us know within
three weeks, and sooner if possible, how
many delegates your city will send, and
who they are. Your information will be
accepted as credential,

Ag this is the only information of the
determined date sent to your locality,
please spread it thoroughly among all
the believers there, in the spirit of love
and service, that all shall have a volce
and opportunity in this first united,
practical work for the Cause of God,
the effect of which will be powerful, not
only in America but throughout the
world ; not only for this time but for
centuries,

We know that the Canse cannot pros-
per nor grow in this land until there is
evident unity among the believers, and
the wise Hervant of God, our Beloved
Abdul-Baha  has promised that this
Temple shall be the cause of Unity.
Therefore let us all unite in heart and
gonl and mind for the raising of this
Temple of Unity. God willing, it shall
be the Hub of the wheel of Bahal en-
lightenment and advance, which shall
join all the scattered spokes into one-
ness of purpose, work and service.

Brothers, Sisters, in His Name unite,
come together with joy, bear your part
of the labor and be happy in your part

of the gladness in this primal work of
the New Dispensation of Divine Peace
and Love.

We are humbly your servant,
T House OF SPIRITUALITY,

Per George Leach, Sccretary. #&5

Description of Temple at
Eshkabad, Russia

Eshkabad is in Russian Turkestan just
north of the Hlbruz mountains which
geparate the degert plain of western
Turkestan on the north from Persia on
the south. The city itself lies on the
plain a short distance from the moun-
tains which here are guite rugged and
rocky. The town is quite modern In
aspect, being laid off with gardens and
hroad streets which meet at right angles.
Rows of trees along the sldewalks re-
mind one of a4 western city, while the
buildings and the water ways, which
flank the streets and which are fed with
water coming from the nearby moun-
taing, are strikingly Oriental.

Mr. Sprague, with whom I was travel-
ing, and I could hardly believe that this
city had sprung up almost entirely dur-
ing the past half century. It was but
a hyddle of mud huts when Baha'o’llah
first directed some of His followers to
zottle there. Now this is replaced by a
large and prosperous city of buildings of
brick and stone.

The Mashrak-el-Azkar stands in the
center of the eity, surrounded by a large
garden which is bounded by four streets.
It rizes high above the surrounding
buildings and trees, its dome being vis-
ible for miles as the traveler approaches
the ¢lty over the plain, The building in
plan is a regular polygon of nine {9)
gides,  One large doorway and portico,
flanked by turrets, facing the direction
of the Holy City, forms the principal
niotive of the facade, while the dome
dominates the whole composition.
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The walls of the Temple are of brick
covered with a fine and hard stucco
which in that climate resists quite well
the action of the elements, while the
flpors are concrefe supported by irom
beams, In plan the building is com-
poged of three elements, the central ro-
tunda, the aisle of ambulatory which
surrounds it and the loggia which sur-
rounds the entire building.

The interior of the rotunda is five
stories In height. The first or main
floor story consists of nine (9) arches
supported by plers which separate the
ambulatory from the rotunda proper.
The second story consists of a similar
treatment of arches, plers and balus-
trades which separate the triforium gal-
lery (which Is directly above the am-
bulatory) from the well of the rotunda.
The third story is decorated with nine
blank arcades between each of which is
a shield upon which I8 inseribed in
Persian characters, “Ya Bahi-ul-ABHA."
The fourth story contains nine (9)
large windows, while the wall of the
fifth story, which I8 not as high as the
other stories, 1s plerced by eighteen (18)
bullseye windows. Above this is the
dome which iz hemispherical in shape.
The rotunda, from the floor to the top
of the dome, iz elaborately decorated
with fretwork and other designs in re-
llef. We were told the ultimate abm
was that color and gilding should be
added to this decoration.

The inner dome is of iron and con-
crete, while the outer dome or roof is
entirely of metal. The intention iz that
this Iatter shall be gllded.

The main portico of the Temple is
two storles high in the clear, while the
loggias, which surround the building, are
o two floors, the lower being on the
main foor level, while the upper one is
o the Tevel of the triforium gallery.
This upper loggia is reached by itwo
staircagses, one to the right and one fo
the left of the main entrance, and the
triforinm gallery is entered from- this

loggia. On the main floor the principal
entrance is by the large doorway, but
there are also several minor doors which
connect the ambulatory with the loggia.
An  abundance of light s admitted
through the windws in the upper part
of the rotunda as well as through the
windows of the gallery and ambulatory
which open onto the loggias.

The Persian style of architecture has
been unsed in treating the details and
decoration of the buildings.

At present the stucco work is not quite
completed.  The interior of the rotunda
is finighed, but the decoration of the
loggiag and gallery and ambulatory is
ouly done in part.  However, the work
iz eontinuing and 1t will not be long
before all will be completed.

From what I saw and heard in Esh-
kabad, I found that those believers who
superintended the building of the Tem-
ple were competent business men anid
that although they had undertaken a
large enferprise, every possible econoiiy
voag made, vet, at 1he same time, no
expense seemed to have been spared,
when necessary, for the beauty and the
golidity of the building.

The layout of the garden is not yet
complete.  Nine avenues of approach
lead to the Temple. The main avenue
of the nine leading to the entrance por-
tien will be entered from the street by
a monumental gateway, Last July they
woere completing the plans for {this
principal gateway of the grounds. At
the four corners of the garden are four
bnildings, ©Oue iz a school, one is a
house where iraveling Bahais are en-
tertalned, one is to be used as a hos-
pital and the other is for workmen, stor-
age, ete. Mueh of the property in the
immediate vicinity of this enclosure be-
longs to Babais, g0 the Mashrak-el-Azknr
is the center of the community materl-
ally as well as gpiritually.

That which impressed me more than
all else, ag I stood before this Mashrak-
el-Azkar, was the fact that the Bahals
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of the east had all worked with one
accord and had given freely toward I
erection.

The Temple in Ameriea can only be
accomplished as we give up self and
unite In this service. The beloved iIn
the east made their offerings and left
thew with all personal desires upon the
altar of sacrifice. Now we, in this coun-
try, must do likewise. We need some-
thing more than money for the Temple.
It must be bullt of the materia’ of sac-
tifice and cemented together by the
spirit of unity. In the building of the
Temple each nud every one must lay
before God his material offering to-
gether with his ideas, desires and aspir-
ations—give them to the Lord completely
—and then, as we come together to con-
struct the material building, we will find
that we have nmple means for the work
in hand.

Each one of us has sufficiont means,
both material and spiritual, for the work
which God has given us to perform. We
need not trouble thinking that we may
not have enongh menans, but we should
seek to apply to the best advantage the
means which God has given us.

Faithfully your brother in the service
of “Abdul-Baha,

(Bigned) CuaarLes Mason REMEY.

The Spiritual Table

On Sunday, Feb. Tth, 1909, a eertain
Journalist, representing ome of the well
known Arabic newspapers, ealled upon
Abdul Baha. An account of the inter-
view is furnished by Dr. Ameen T,
Fareod.

The Journalist asked:
Pergian ¥

{Abdul Baha): “No.”

(1.} : "Are you a Turk?”

{A. B.): “No.™

“Are vou a

{J4.): “Are you an Arab?”

(A, B.): “No,

{J.}: “What are you then?¥'

(A, B.): “TI am of the Kingdom of
God and I have no nationality.”

{J.) : "Have you no nativity ¥

(A. B.): “Yes, I have nativity.”

(4.} : “Where iz your nativity "

{(A. B.): "It is the City of Baha"

(4.} “Where Is the Qity of Baha
located ¥

(A. B.): “In the Eastern Temperatae
Zone."

(J.): “What kind of a place Is this
City of Baha®"

({A. B.): “Most beauntiful.”

(J.): “How s its climate:"

(A. B.): *Most temperate.”

{L): “How is Ity water?

(A, B.): “Most salubrions.”

(J.): “What is the degree of longl-
tude and latitude?”

{A. B.): “In the Equatorial line.”

(J.): “0b, but you said it was in the
Eastern Temperate Zone before, and now
you gay that it it in the BEqguatorial
line ¥

(A. B.): "Both are one.™

(1.} “Give me the description and
particulars of it?

(A.B.): "It is the City Limitless: no
one has ever found Its boundary. Its
aun never sets; Its moon is ever a full
moon; Its stars are all suns: Ifs sea-
son. I8 ever spring; Its blossoms and
flowers never wither: Its frees are ever
fruitful. The people of that Clty are
unaware of death, and death never
overtakes them.”

Abdul Baha, commenting uwpon this
Interview, remarked that the Journalist
whs quite perplexed.
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Tablet of Abdul Baha

Oh ye friends of God!

Oh ye manifestors of bounties and
favora of the Beauty of Abha!

That illumined Orb (Baha'o’llah)
hath arisen from the horizon of sanctity
and holiness to shed its rave upon the
expanse of the universe and that mys-
terious Beloved hath rent asunder the
veil of concealment and appeared in the
Assemblage of humanity so that the
wooers of his heart captivating Beauty
attained to His Meeting. Torrents of
gpiritnal teachings have descended from
His Holy Lips, that we may hear with
the ears of our spirite; walk in the Path
of the Beloved; see His Attributes and
Manners; behold His Character and
Principles; drink the Cup of bestowal;
taste the sweetness of His Reality, obey
Hiz Religion and emulate Hiz glorious
example.

Oh ye friends!—His gentle natare
wag excellent and His sweet disposition
sublime—He wag in the ntmost humility
and submissgion ; and perfect kindliness
and praise—worthy courtesy adorned
His Being. He was a refuge for every
affrighted one: an asylum for every dis-
comfitted one; a fountain for ‘every
thirsty one; a Highway of Balvation for
every wandering one: a Healing to
every gick one; nod a dressing for
every wounded one. In brief ye have
undonbtedly heard and read His Holy
Instructions. Bunt Alas! We have en-
tirely neglected them and are pursuing
our own - desires, following bur own
opinions, seeking our own Iideas, and
chasing our own shadows! Is it not a
shame to change His Rose Garden into
A bramble patch! His Delectable Par-
adise into a roined abode! To seek fo
eradicate His Foundation and completely
destroy His Structure! To forget the

Divine Instructions and cast behind our
backs the Commanda of God; with our
lips to speak of the waves of the tumul-
tuous Ocean, while inwardly we are
dying of thirst; and while claiming di-
vine wenlth of consciousness, we are 8o
poverty stricken in spirit as to be but
illnsive phantoms—blown about by every
wind.

I declare by the Bounty of the Blessed
Perfection that nothing will produce re-
sults save intense sincerity! Nothing
will be! productive of fruit save com-
plete advancement toward God! Every-
thing is condemned save severance and
every Idea s fruitless and unacecptable
save supplication, communion, prayer
and obedience. We must entirely collect
our seattered thoughts, purify and
anﬂetiﬁ the house of our existence from
every attachment and make the palace
of our hearts the nest and shelter of the
Dove of Holinegs,

" Then and not till then will the sig-
nificance of confirmation and assistance
become evident and known, the power of
the Kingdom become apparent, and the
hests of the Sppreme  Concourse run
awiftly into the arena of heavenly con-
quest, to gain victory over the East and
West of the hearts, and make the North
and South of the s=spirits of men the
fowery regions of the Love of God.

Frajze be to God that the Provinee
of Cancagia—Baknu is a glorious light in
the Lamp of Oneness, i wonderful Efful-
gence from the Sun of Beauty of the
Divine Beloved.  Its believers are sin-
cere and 1ts friends are the favored ones
in the Threshold of Onenesa,

Truly I say this I8 o most great
Bounty and a most Eminent GIft.

Upon ¥e be Baha Kl Abha!

(Sig.) ABDUL BaHa ABBAS,
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The Message
Bahaism : Its Ethical and Social Teachings

By Miss E. J. Rosenberg

*“The Divine Manifestations are sent
and manifested to train the souls of men
in such wise that the divine qualities
may overcome the animal imperfections,
and that the heavenly light may shine
universally.”

These are the words of Abdul Baha,
the eldest son of the great founder of
this faith, Baha'o'llah, to whom was
entrusted the charge of establishing and
carryving on his father's teaching. Baha-
‘w'llah in hig writings puis forward the
great claim to be a Universal Manifes-
tation of God—a universal teacher—ap-
pealing not more especially to the East
than toe the West, but equally to the
whole world of mankind, and Bahaism
possesses for us one unigque peoint of in-
terest in the fact that it is a great world-
religion  which has taken its rise In
our own era; for thiz great move-
ment was started In 1844 when the
young Ali-Mubammad, known as the
Bab on attaining the age of twenty-five,
firat declared his mission to his conntry-
men in Persia, and for a brief period of
gix wears, which ended with his martyr-
dom, devoted his life to teaching the true
meaning of religion, and started that
wonderful movement of living reform,
elaborated and completed by the teach-
ings of Baha'o'llah and his son Abdul
Baha, of which we are now wiinessing
the effect in the wonderful awakening
now taking place in that country. All
Europe Is watching with interest this
movement which was prompted and fore-
seen s0 many years ago by Baha'o'llah.
He even anticipated and foreshadowed
the spiritual and material reform now
taking place among the Western una-
tions. Had the inspiration of this re-
liglons movement been confined to the
teaching of the Bab, it is guite possible

thut it would have affected merely the
country of its birth, or that at most it
would have become a reformation within
the religion of Islam. DBut the Bab's
teachings and prophetic utterances were
largely directed towards the preparation
of the minds of hig hearers for the ad-
vent of a far greater teacher than him-
self who would shortly sueceed him.
These anticipations and predictions were
realized in the declaration of his mis-
sion by Baha'o'llah, nineteen years after
the beginming of the movement inaungu-
rated by the Bab. In his hands the
teaching became world-wide in its ap-
peal. At the present time nearly one-
third of the people of Persia are fol-
lowers of Bahaism. In the United States
of America the movement has taken
great hold, and its adherents may be
connted by thousands; there is scarcely
g clty in the United #tates without its
little commmunity of Bahais, and at Chi-
cago, the site has been purchased, and
the preliminary steps taken for the erec-
tion of the first honse of worship for the
Rahais of America. This is not intended
to:ba g church, ag we understand it, but
a place of meeting which will be used
ag ‘A spiritual and edocational centre.
Actually the first building of this kind
to be erected, is now being completed at
Eshkabad in  Russian  Turkestan. In
the countries of Europe there are
amongst others a group of German Ba-
hais at  Stuttgart,  another eenfre In
Parig, a gmall community in London, .,
&c. When we remember that Baha'o’-
lah annonnced his mission to the world
in 1868, these facts become more re-
markable. I must not omit to mention
that Babalsm is now beginning to spread
amongst the natives of India and Buar-
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mal, where its teachings are enthusias-
tically adopted by its adherents as a
means of establishing real unity and
brotherhood amongst the numerous races
and ereeds of those countries. There is
now o community of, roughly speaking,
five hundred® in Bombay, another of 300
in Mandalay, besides wvarious smaller
groups in Rangoon and other cities.

Moat thinkers acknowledge this pres-
ent time in which we are now living to
be a period of great spiritual unrest, of
deep searching after truth, and of in-
tense desire for a resfatement of the
fundamental realities of religion in terms
harmonizing with the needs and aspir-
ations of our partlenlar age and that
ghall satisfy the deepest longings and
desires of men. DBaha'o'llah claims to
have answered this need, and I wish to
try to indicate as briefly as possible a
few of the ways In which he has done
this.

The long and patient labors of science
have made visible to ug throughout the
whole material world, the universal reign
of Law, and surely the inner world of
the moral and spiriiual life of man 18
also nnder a universal Law; that is,
mental, moral and interior actions, and
mental attitudes if I may 80 exprees it
just as surely produee definite resulis as
ontward actions. As we should there-
fore expect, Baha'o'llah’s teaching is in-
tenzely - practical. He s=says that no
longer will mere words and talk about
religion be aceepted by the divine As-
sayer, but only true and righeous deeds.
He has pointed out to his followers cer-
tain rules of conduct, certain acts that
they must do, if they wish to learn from
Him. He says that work of any kind
done in a faithful spirlt of service 18 ac-
cepted before God as an act of worship,
and that the first duty of a man is
rightly to fulfil his part in the wotld
and to the whole of SBoclety. Therefore
it is enjoined upon all Bahais that they
must have a definite employment; that Is

T g impossible to

an art, trade or profession of some kind,
which they must practice for thei: own
benefit and that of other men. Also, he
teaches that one of the greatest works a
man or woman can Jdo is to bring up a
family of rightly trained and educnted
children fitted to carry on the upward
evolution of the race. To thizs end he
makes it obligatory on all his followers
to provide the best possible education
that can be obtained for their children,
both boys and girls egually. In this
connection he uses these beautiful
words : - “He that educateth a child shall
be to me ag if he educated my own
aon,” and he enacte that special honor
shall be rendered and a special provision
ghall be made for all teachers and edu-
cators.

Baha-o’llah  strietly forbids mendi-
cancy, but at the same time directs that
the ecommunity of believers must pro-
vide work for all who need it.

The care of the sick and disabled not
otherwise provided for, and for chil-
dren and widows who are left without
means of support also falls upon the
general community. The funds for these
purposes are to be supplied by propor-
tionate contributions from all the Bahais
and are to be administered by the
elected councils called Houses of Jus
tice.

It iz directed that each body or com-
munity of believers Is to elect a conn-
cil ealled Beit-ul-Adl or House of Jus-
tice, from among those of its members
who are most respected for their up-
right life, good character and intelli-
gence.  There Is alzo to be established
a General House of Justice for each
nation, ond besides this, a Universal
House of Justlee, consisting of members
elected to represent every nation, which
will ‘form a kind of permanent board
of arbitration and coneiliation, to which
all International disagreements and diffi-
enlties are to be submitted and whose
decisions must be accepted by all Bahais

ve the exaet numbers of the Bahals In various places, as thelr

numbers are constantly belng added to. (E. J. R.}
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a8 final and authoritative. It must also
be remembered in this connection that
Baha'o'llah enjoined that there should
be no special class of priests or clergy,
get apart from the rest of the people
for the purpose of teaching spiritual
truths,  This duty must be undertaken
by those who are pre-eminently fitted
for it by their character and learn-
ing: they are to receive no payment
or salary for religious teaching, but
must earn their own support by some
trade or profession in the same way
as the rest of the Bahais. Alsp the
perfect ¢lvil and religious equality of
women with men is asserted in the
clearest possible manner.

He teaches his followers that the first
necessity for them is to associate with
men of every race and religion in the
spirit of true brotherhood, love and sym-
pathy, and to acknowledge all men as
geelkkers of the One Truth.

The greateat stress I8 laid upon this,
and it may be considered as one of the
fundamental bases of his teaching. So
all prophets and religlous teachers of
the past are to be considered as from
God : but, ag the circumstances of every
age differ from those of previous ages,
therefore it becomes necessary that from
time to time a new teacher or prophet
ghould appear, who can reformulate the

truth- of the One Religion in a way
which suits the needs of that age or
perlod.

There are many other aspects of
Baha'o'llah's  writings which it would
be most interesting to analyze, but I
must confine myself to saying that His
Spiritual teachingg are of the widest
and most universal character and are
not confined merely to directions as to
conduaet and morals. I have purposely
drawn attentlon to those of his teach-
ings—in neceszarily the briefest possible
manner—which seem more particularly
t0 meet the practical and social needs
of our time.

Baha'o'llab’s mission lasted forty
years and during his lifetime he wrote
an immense number of short epistles,
treatises and books, zome of them con-
taining practical advice and directions,
others of a purely mystical and spiritual
nature; several of these have already
been translated into English, French,
Russian, German and Swedish from the
Arable and Persian originals, the Eng-
lish translations being mostly published
in the TUnited States. From some of
them I will quote a few passages, show-
ing far better than any words of mine
can do, the gist and scope of these
writings,

Extracts From Books and Writings of
Baha’o’llah and Abdul Baha

1. "At this time the Supreme Pen ex-
horts the daysprings of power and
dawning-places of authority: to wit,
kinga, rulers, chiefs, princes, learned
men and mystics, and commands them
to hold fast to religion. Religion is
the greatest Instroment for the order
of the world and the tranguillity of all
existing things."

1. From the “Words of Paradize,” B.uah.

2, “Religlon is the necessary connec-
tion which emanates from the reality of
things; and as the T[niversal Manifes-
tations of God are aware of the mys-
teries of beings, therefore they under-
stand this essential connection, and by
thelr knowledge establish the Law .of
God.™

2., From “Bome Answered Questions,’ by Abdul Baha (publ. Eegan Paul).
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3. “In every couniry or government
where any of this community regide,
they must behave towards that govern-
ment with faithfulness, trustfulness, and
truthfulness. It is obligatory and In:
cumbent on the people of the world in
general to assist this most Great Cause
—which has descended from the heaven
of the Will of the King of Pre-existence
—=&0 that perchanee the fire of animos-
ity which iz ablaze in the hearts aof
some of the nations may be quenched
through the water of Divine Wisdom
and Lordly commands and exhortations,
and that the light of union and accord
may irradiate and illuminate the regions
of the world.”

4. “The Ministers (or members) of
the House of Justice must promote *The
most Great Peace' in order that the
world may be freed from onerous ex-
penditure. This matter is obligatory
and indispensable, for warfare and con-
flict are the foundation of trouble and
distress.

“All must adhere to the means which
are conducive fo love and unity.”

3. “We exhbort the members of the
House of Justlee and command them
to guard and protect the servants*
mald-servants, and children. They must
under all circumsatances have regard for
the interests of the servants.* Blessed
iz the prince who succours a captive,
the rich one who favours the needy,
the just man who assures the right of
the wronged one from the oppressor,
and the trustee who performs 'what
he Iz commanded by the Pre-existent
Commander.”

#i. "The light of men iz justice, quench
it not with the contrary winds of op-
pression and tyranny.”

=

From "The Glad T.l;di-ngﬁ,“ B.uh.
From “"The Tablet of the World.”
The “"Words of Paradise,™ B.uh,

=

¥ 5

7. "Bchools must first train the chil-
dren in the prineiples of religion
* * % bput this in such a measure
that it may not injure the children by
leading to fanaticlsm and bigotry.”

8. “Knowledge isg like unto wings for
the being of man and I8 as a ladder
for ascending. To acquire knowledge iz
incumbent upon all, but of those sciences
which may profit the people of the earth,
and not such sclences as begin merely
in words and end in mere words. The
possessors of eciences and arts have a
great right among the people of the
world."

0. “The kings—may God assist them
—or the counsellors of the world, must
consult together, and appoint one of the
existing languages, or a new language,
and Instruet the children therein in all
the schools of the world, and the same
musg be done in respect to writingt
alzo. In such case the earth will be as
one (or nnited).™

1. “It is incumbent on every one of
you to engage in some employment, such
as arts, trades and the like, We have
made this, your occupation, identical
with the worship of God, the Troe God.”

11. ®"Charity is beloved and aceeptable
before God, and is accounted the chief
among all good deeds. Blessed I he
who prefers his brother before himself.

12. “Oh people of Baha; Ye are day-
aprings of love, and dawning-places of
the providence of God. Deflle not the
tongue with cursing or execrating any
one, and guard your eyves against that
which is not worthy. * * * Bo not
the cause of sorrow, much less of sedi-
tion and strife. * * *Yo ape all
leaves of one tree and drops of one sen.”

Hervants of God, 4 e, men and women generally.
the charactera employed must be similar for all languages.

@ and 7. From the “Words of Paradise,”” B.uhb.

E. From the “Tajallivat.”

. From “The Glad Tidings"™ B.uh.

10 and 12, From “The Glad Tidings"
11. From the “"Woarde of Paradige.™
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13. “0Oh friends, it iz the wish of
Abdul Baha that the Friends may es-
tablish general unity. * * * We are
all servantz of one Threshold, waves of
one sea, drops of one stream, and plants
of one garden. * * * The beloved of
God must be friendly even with stran-
gers, To organize sssemblies is praise-
worthy, but these must be established
for certain objects. For example, as-
semblies for teaching the truth, gath-
erings - for the spreading of the Frag-
rance of God, gatherings for the relief
of orphans and for the protection of
the poor, assemblies for the spread of
learning, in a word there must be gath-
erings for matters which concern the
well-being of man, such as the organiza-
tion of a society of commerce, of &o-
cieties for the development of arts or
Industries, and societles for the expan-
glon of agriculture. Such societies are

very -acceptable and praiseworthy and
coucern all (the people) in general.

“I hope all the Friends from the East
and the West will rest in the same as-
gembly and adorn . one gathering, and
appear with all heavenly atiributes and
virtues In the world of humanity.”

It would be possible to compile many
books of similar sayings from the writ-
ings both of Baha'o'llah and of his son,
Abdul Baha; but I think I have guoted
a sufficient number to show the very
practical and helpfal nature of these
works, and also their universal applica-

tion.

I mmnch wish that some one more com-
petent  had been able to deseribe this
great movement, but I can only crave
your indunlgence for this short account
of Bahaism ag it now exists,

ErHEL J. ROSENBERG.

13. From an epistle of Ahdnl Baha, addressed to Be!iweru In Perala, July 4th, 18043,

The Assemblies, Teheran, Persia

TEHERAN, 19/11, 08.
Letter from Mr. 8ydney Spraguoe to Mr.

R. C. Wilhelm:

The Bunierin is certainly a splendid
means of communicating news of the
Canse to all parts of the world and
I shall look forward each month with
pleasure to receiving my copy. If you
wish, I will write sometime for if. At
present I am sending you 4 poem which
you might insert. It has already ap-
peared in the English Theosophical Be-
view.

I suppose you have met Hemey on
his return and he has told you of our
wonderful experiences and how I am
sitnated at present in Teheran? I sent
him recently copies of Tablets which I
hope he will forward to you.

I am so happy to be at work in Persia
and hope, as Abdul Baha says in the
Tablet, that there will be good results.

I found there was a good deal to be
done to - put the school in a flourishing
condition, =0 I helped the believers to
regprganize it more on the -American
gystem.  We also have an elected school
board of which I-am one of the mem-
bers. This board meets once a week to
conault -as. to what is best Tor the
gchool.

There are over 200 boys In the school,
filty of whom are stndying English with
me. I find them very clever and quick
to learn. Many boys have come to us
lately from. other schools, ag it is be-
coming known that we have one of the
best schools in Teheran. Unfortunately
the work we are doing iz not under-
gtood by the American Missionaries here
and dounbtless owing to their lack of
information things have been sald about
me tending to prejudice the Mohamme-
dans against us. However, our help

-
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and trust is in God, and W]lﬂ.tE‘FEl' hap-
pens to the sc-hﬂol or us is good; but

is it not sad that o own conntrymen,
* Christlans, ill advisedly giving currency

_ to statements which may lead ‘to fur-

_ ther persecutlon of an heroic and long

" goffering people! By the missionaries,
the people have been told that there
were no Bahals in America, and that
reports and statements to the contrary
were untrue, and, naturally by being
in Teheran upsets them.

What will they say when the two
mald-servants arrive? I am so locking
forward to having them here. It will
be very pleasant for me to have an
American to talk with ocecasionally,
though the Believers here are such

splendid people, and il-llt’l'm:mﬂ me with
guch care and affection, that 1. can't
gay that I am homesick. However, any
word from America i3 much appreciated
and T hope you will write me sometimes
of yourself and the work in New York.

My Bahai Greetings to all the friends
there and also from all the spiritual
friends here.

If yon get any new books or pamph-
lets, I hope you will send me coples.
The Perslans are always interested to
gee them also..

My specinl greetings to your mother,

Your brother in the Cause of God,

{ Blgned) - EYDHE‘I SPRAGUE,
ofo Mirzn Azizollah Ehan
rue Arbab Jemshed, Teheran.

Washington

WasmingTon, D. C., Feb. 25th, 1904,

- To the BULLETIN @

Every Sunday morning there 18 a Sun-
day &chool for the small children and
a steadily growing claegg of adults. The
children are making wondeérful prog-
ress and their happy inferest is an in-
epiration to see, Among tlie grown-ups
the custom is to take up our bibles and
gtudy some prophecy and then as the
Spirit comes to us to try to straighten
~out whatever may puzgle any heart.
Most of us have grown into a stage
where there seem to be no guestions;
we feel so surely that all we need is
growth and that “Enowledge, Faith and
Love” are everywhere about us.

These meetings are a source of joy.
On Monday evenings Mr. and Mrs.
Woodward have a study class, and on

Friday there is the regular Assembly

and on Saturday Mr, Remey has a class
. for men. On Wednesday at the louse
~of Mrs. Barnitz there is another study
elass, and from every Bahai home there
|5 o widening centre of influence.
Our prayer, sent to Acca by Mr. and
Mrs. Hannen from the Unity Feast given
by Mrs., Glles and Mrs. Wilts, was a

prayer for oneness, that we as an 4ds
sembly might atfract all hearts by the
power of love, and arlse to teach with
wisdom, with beanty, and with power.

‘Already our prayer seems answered and

joy grows in our hearts. Last Sunday
I!-IIES Little and the ‘Misses Shumans
gave a beantiful I.Tmt,} Feast and Miss
Knoblock spoke and many prayers and
Tablet2 were read.

How humble and glad we are that
to us has ecome such joy that our spirita
have felt the Call and  the ‘bounty = of
God has been =0 pﬂure& upon us that
we see and know. May we all pray
for each other in Spirit and in Troth,
even to the uttermost limit of the world
of Existence,

“0 Thou Pure and Holy Lﬂl‘d—-—-ﬂ'iﬂ‘
ug hearing and m’_celngenna that we may
hear and  find, that we may see the
Light of Reality, whieh has arisen in
the Dﬂeut. that we may hear the Di-
vine voice: _frcrm the Kingdom or Sancti-
fication and that we may comprehend
the mystery.” '

L In His Name,

Your Co-worker,
Cravota STUART COLES.




Letter From Mirza Assad’ullah

Hatra, 8yE1a, Jan. 1st, 1909,
To THE Bapar BuLreriw :

With the newest greeting of thls New
Year I greet my Spiritual Brother, who
is spreading the Holy Fragrances of
God—Mr, Hooper Harris.

The other day your letter to Dr,
Fareed, together with your wvaluable
magazine, THE Bapal BULLETIN, were
received Dby him. This periodical is of
great value and utility to the Bahal
friends, for the beloved people of God
will be happy to learn thereby of one
another. It ecan indeed establish the
gtrong bond of love and friendliness
which can monthly draw them nearer
and make them dearer to one another.

When I wag in Chicago a few vears
ago, the Centre of the Covenant—Abdul
Baha (may my life serve His Holy
parposeg to the very end ) —commanded
me to open the gateway of communica-
tlon for the people of Baha In the East
and in the West. And our efforts In
that direction, at that time, opened the
way to a certain extent, but the means
for the attainment of this worthy end
i& the very BULLETIN you are now pub-
lishing, Therefore T ask the assistance
of the Lord for you, Oh Brother, and for
Tre Bamar Buiieris I wish growth
and permanency !

In your epistle to My Son, you have
requested this servant to econtribute to
your publication, Although my time at
presgent iz quite  fully engaged, yet,
owing to my love for youn anl all the
dear Servants of the Kingdom, I desire
to comply with this request and my
heart will send regularly, I hope, its
contributions through my humble pen.

In your traveling in Iindustan, vou
have, of course, ascertained the fact that
maodes of thinking and styles of writing
differ in various lands and among Jif-
ferent nations, and that subjects which
carry great welght in the estimation of

the Oeccidental may not seem important
in the sight of the Oriental, and mat-
ters which appeal to the Eastern mind
may not appeal to the Western. Every
bird has a special food, flight and song!

Publications like the Burrerin, how-
ever, must contain the food of every bird
of thought and the melody of every
nightingale in order that it may be-
come the Solomonic-Allbird Linguoist!
1 will endeavor to write upon subjects
which will appeal to the friends in the
West,

Subjects should be treated in a com-
prehensive manner so that people of
varions degrees of perception may each
and all comprehend the inner signifl-
cance according to their respective ea-
pacities,

You have ohserved how the words of
the Blessed Beaunty (Baha's’llah), ex-
alted in His Statlon! and those of the
Beloved Abdul Baha win the hearts and
attract the souls of various peoples and
nations of the earth and how they set
free the prisoners of self and material-
ity. As soon as they listen to these
Holy Words they throw away the fetters
of the natural life and soar in the at-
mosphere of God and seek the Heavenly,
Spiritual Life!  This is due to the fact
that these words come down from on
High and traverse “the Arc of descent”
in the realm of genesis until they ar-
rive at the material world and  are
“made flesh,”—that is, they cause ma-
terinl creation. Therefore thes: words
bave impressions and effects upon all
gouls according to the degrees of their
attainment, -

On thiz account, I would suggest that
¥ou ask the Beloved One's permission to
print one of His general Tablets in each
monthly issue. If this be done, I am
sure of success for the BULLETIN, pro-
vided, however, that the English trans-
lation of such Holy Tablets iz of the
best and eloquent type. At all events,
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the matter ig the hand of God and He
ia the Helper!

Oh, dear brother, youn know and all
must know for a certainty that there
iz no greater effect-producer in life than

the Word of God. Yerily, the Word of
the Lord is the greatest miracle! As
long as you can procure that, do so
with love and joy, for truly it is the
panacea for the disease of humanity.

A Bahai Mother

Alone within she stood ; the crowd with-
out,

With horrid taunting jeer and mocking
shout,

Were making out of death a ghastly
feast,—

Az homan blood g banguet for the heart.

She knew, alag too well, who was their

prey ;

In one brief hour they had snatched
away

From out her arms, her own, her weall-
beloved,

Ah, for this crime was Heaven itself
not moved!

Why should her boy, a tree of strength
and truath,

Be struck down in the beaunty of his
youth?

Why should the wicked trinmph o'er the
good,

The lamb be given to the wolves for
food?

Yot often, he to her this warning gave:

“Know thon, man cannot sounl and body
BAVE,—

My soul I give to God; if others lust

For Bahal blood, then bravely die I
must."

The woman remembered ; strength came
to her heart;

‘0 God,” she prayed, “grant nnto me
a part

Of this day's sacrifice to Thee. I know
That I, so weak, can litile do to show
My love for Thee, yet willingly I give
My boy, my all; now grant me strength
to lve
Bo from the altar of that mother's love,
Like incense, roge a martyr's soul above,
Just then the crowd drew near with

hideons wyell,

Threw something through the window:
there It fell

Close to her feet. She gazed at it In
dread

And saw, in shapeless mass, her loved
one's head !

Then, by Gods help, she took that head
s0 dear,

A prayer breathed o'er It, kissed it with
a tear—

And back to the blood-hounds hurled it
in her might :

Even their base souls were troubled by
that sight!

Trinmphant rang her volee,—aye, from
the roack,—

“That which to God we give, we take
not back 1™

—8ydney Sprague.
Teheran, Nov., 19th.

This incident occurred In  Zenjan,
Persia, in the Days of the Blessed
Beauty, Baha'o'llah.
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Announcement of Meetings

NEW YORK.

Regular meetings every Sunday at 11 o'clock, A. M., at Geneological Hall,
No. 226 West 558th Btreet.

Regular meetings every Friday evening at 8 o'clock, at the studio of Miss
Juliet Thompson, No. 119 East 1%th Street.

Regular meetings every SBunday afternmoon at 3:30 o'clock, at the residence
of Mr. Arthur P. Dodge, 261 West 139th Street,

Regular meetings every Bunday evening, at 8 o'clock, at the home of Mrs.
H. H. Gibbons, No. 83 Madlson Avenue.

BROOKLYHN.

Regular meetings every Bunday evening at 8§ o'clock at Lockwood Academy,
138 South Oxford Street (near Fulton Street),

BUFFALO, N. Y.

Regular meetings Sunday and Thursday of each week, 8:30 P. M., at 494
Elmwood Avenue.

Al
o
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Catalogue

Hidden Words.

Words of Wisdom and Communes,
from the “Bupreme Pen" of
Baha'ollah. 93 pages; paper cover,
10e: leather, $1.00.

The Seven Valleys.

Revealad by - Baha'ollah. b6 pages;
paper cover, 2bc; leather, $1.00.

Book of Ighan or Book of Assurance,

By Baha'ollah. 190 pages; cloth, 80c.
Postage 10c additional.

Tablet of Tarazat, Tablet of the World,
Words of Paradise, Etc.

By Baha'ollah. 92 pages; paper, 50c.

The Tablet of Ishrakat.
By Baha'ollah. 45 pages; paper, 256c.

Surat ul Hykl.

By Baha'ollah. €3 pages; paper COVer,
4oe.

Ten Days in the Light of Acca.

By Julia M. Grundy, from the words
of Abdul Baha. 111 pages; paper
cover, 2be.

Table Talks at Acca.

By Arthur 8. Apnew. 23 pages; paper
eover; 10e.

Notes Taken at Acca.

By Mra. Corinne True. 32 pages;
paper cover, 10c.

of Books

The Revelation of Baha'ellah.

By Isabella D, Brinttingham. 83 pages;
paper cover, 10c. i

The Bahal Proofs.
(History and Instruction.)

By Mirza Abdul Fazl. 310 pages; cloth,
$2.00. Postage 16c additional.

Unity Through Love.

By Howard MacNutt. 31 pages; paper,
10e,

Bahai Hymns and Poems.

By Mrs. Loulse Spencer Waite. 31
pages; paper, 10c.

The Story of the Bahai Movement.
(A Universal Faith.)
By Sydney Spragus. 22 pages; paper,
beC.

A Year With the Bahais in India and
Burmah.

By Sydney Sprague. 63 pages; paper,
20,

In Galilee.

By Thornton Chase. 84 pages; paper,
2bc.

Some Answered Questions.

Collected and transglated from the Per-
sian of Abdul Baha by Laura Clifford
Barney.

Table Talks With Abdul Baha.
Motes taken by Mr. and Mrs. Geo. T.
Winterburn. 32 pages; paper, 10c. ™,

T

Address The Bahai Publishing Society

P. O. Box 321 Madison Square

il

New York City.
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The Mashrak El Azcar

"1 beg of Thee, O Thou, Beloved of the hearts of Thy lovers—by the manifestation of
Thy Commandments, by the depth of Thine Inspiration, by the heights of Thine Exaltatiom,
and by the stores of Thy Wisdom-—forbid me not from visiting Thy Sacred House and Holy

Abodde,

Permit me, O my God, the privilege to drink from the fountain of its holy place, to

wander around its courts, and to stand beside its gates:  TFor Thou art He, who i8, wan and

ever shall be, Powerful and Mighty!

art He who haz all the Power, the Majesty and the Glory !

all the worlds '™

By Gertrude Buikema.

Before this is read by the friends
throughout America, the delegates to the
First Bahai Temple Unity Convention,
held at Chicago, March 20th to 234, will
have returned to their respective As-
eemblies and the good news of what
transpired at that gathering will have
become known to many. But for those
who have not been privileged to meet
the delegates upon their returm, we glve
& brief outline of this great event In the
Canse of El-ABHA.

The Bpirit present at those never-to-
be-forgotten meetings has been likened
to the Spirit present in the Holy House-
hold at Acea. From the moment of the
opening of the Feast on Baturday night
the Spirit became manifest, continuing
throughout the beautiful sacred service
oo Sunday morning, the visit to the site
of the Temple in the afterncon, the busi-
ness seszions of Monday, the open meet-
ing to the public on Monday evening nnd
the business sessions of Tuesday.

It wag fitting that such an oceasion
ag this should commence with the Feast
of the Naurooz, the New Day, following
upon the 19 day Fast. Saturday night,
the 20th, the residence of Mr. and Mrs.
L. W. Foster, 8502 Lake Avenue, was
crowded with the many delegates and
the Chicago friends to partake of the
material and spiritual Feast. During
the anointing of the friends with rose
water, Mirza Raffle chanted a Tablet in
Persian, Then followed the reading of
Tablets in English by Mr, Albert R.
Winduet, who conducted the services
of the evening. While the many courses
of delicious food were being served by

MNothing can be hidden from” Thy Knowledge!

Thou
Prajse be to God, the Lord of

Baha "o 'llah,

the mald-servants of the Chicago As-
sembly, Mr. Haney, who had justc re-
turned from Acea, spoke with great ear-
nestness and feeling of his visit with
Abdul-Baha in the Holy Household.
Every word carried convietion, visibly
affecting all present. Having with him
notes taken stenographically by Mrs.
Haney while at Acca, the remainder of
the evening was devoted to listening to
them. As these words were read with
eloquence and power, the heart and soul
of Abdul-Baha seemed present and tha
Power of the Presence submerged all
elee,

Sunday, the 21st, wae an ideal opening
epring day. At 10 o’clock the delegates
and friends began to assemble In Co-
rinthian Hall, Masonic Temple, but it
was nearly 11 o'clock before the blaze
of electric lights aonounced the com-
mencing of the meeting, The platform
was decorated with palms and flowers,
and to the left of the hall were banked
the singers of the Chicago Assembly,
who had prepared special musie for the
occcaslon,  The opening chords of the
plano prelude silenced the assemblage
and the limpid tones of a beantiful violin
golo, rendered by Miss Lena Moneak,
quieted the soul.

The assemblage arose and sang with
spirit, “Hiz Glorions Sun Has Risen,” a
Bahai hymn composed by Mrs. L. R.
Walte. Mr. Thornton Chase, who con-
ducted the service, read the “New
Year's" Tablet, revealed by Abdul-Baha
(see pages 38 and 39, “Tablets of Ahdul-
Baha"). Then followed a reeitation, in
unison, of the “Baha alphabet” also
composed by Mrs. Louise R. Waite, by
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the children of the Chicago Assembly
gunday School. Mr. Charles Currier
réad the 24th Pealm, which was fol-
lowed with an excellent rendering
of the anthem, “King of Kings” (Sim-
per), by the singers of the Chicago As-
sembly under the direction of Mr. Al-
bert B. Windust, incidental solo by Miss
Bessie Diggett.

Aftor the reading of the glorious Fes-
tival Commune, revealed by Baha'o'llah,
and a few moments of silence, the sing-
era, quietly, while seated, rendered
“Lovely Appear” (Gounod) as a greet-
ing to the delegates and speakers.

Mr. Haney spoke of the great religious
wave sweeping around the planet, of
which even the secular minds were be-
ginning to take cognizance, and how we
as Bahais knew the centrs of this great
world-wide movement to be In Acca,
coneluding his remarks by reading from
notes recently taken while in the pres-
ence of Abdul-Baha.

Mr. B. M. Jacobsen, of Kenosha, spoke
briefly and effectively. ~Mr. John 8.
Crowley, of Boston, gave testimony to
the virile power of the Bahail Revelation.

Mr. Mountfort Mills, of New TYork,
said: “You can have no conception of
what this meeting has been to me. It is
heyond my own understanding. Confir-
mation sueh as this simply sweeps out
of existence any suggestion of doubt of
thls great movement and the upbuilding
of the Temple of God throughout the
world, T have felt at times that that
confirmation could come only through
a visit to Acca. We have all seen the
resylt in our different friends who have
been to Acca and who have come back
overflowlng with the Bpirit which we
felt that we did not have."”

The assemblage arose and sang heart-
jfly the universal Bahal hymn, “Great
Day of God,” composed by Mrs. Louise
’. Waite.

Mirza Raffie then arose to chant a
Tablet in Persian.  With tears in his
eves he sald: “This is the third time in
my life that I have felt the Spirit very

deeply. The first time was when I first
came into the light of the Message and
T was taken to g meeting of the believ-
ers; the second time when I first met
Abduol-Baha: and the third time this
morning. It Is a glorions morning, the
Feast of Naurooz and a Spiritual Feast.
I do not see how any man counld doubt
after meeing, after listening to the call
of the 8pirit here this morning.”

Mr. Hoar, of New York, recalled his
visit to Abdul-Baha, and all were visibly
affected thereby.

Mr. Charles Mason Remey spoke of
the power of the Bahai Revelation to
unify mankind.

After singing “Tell the Wondrous
8tory,” another Babai hymn, addresses
were made by Mr. D, D, Babeock, of
Qeattle, and Mr. Albert H. Hall, of Min-
neapolis, and the hearts of all present
were moved.

Then Mr. Howard MacNutt, of New
York, swept the heartstrings again and
gave the keynote in speaking of the
descent of the Spirit in these days and
our added responsibility therefrom.

As a closing number the singers sang
“The Prophetic Song” (Parker).

Before the friends dispersed, a large
photograph of the assemblage was taken.

The afternoon was devoted to visiting
the  site selected for the Mashrek-el-
Azkar. As the Chicago friends pointed
otit the land already purchased and that
under congideration, the plans of the
canal adjoining the property, being dug
by the Sanitary District of Chicago, the
view of the lake shore which so closely
resembles  Acea and Mt. Carmel, the
happiness of the friends and delegates
began to find expression, and all were
enthusiastic, talking of the great Feast

of the night before, the beautiful serysw,
vices of the morning, the delightfu._*

weather and the fine location of fthe
Temple site.

Ag to the Conventlon proper, which
was called to order the following morn-
ing in Assembly Hall, Northwestern Uni-
versity Building, Lake and Dearborn
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Streets, the same spirit was manifest.
The reports of these sessions, as well as
those held on Tuesday at the home of
Mrs, Corinne True, 2405 Kenmore Ave-
nue,  are to be published in detail
Therefore, no mention will be made at
this time,

We must mention, however, the excel-
lent dinner provided for the delegates
and friends, served at the Briges
House, Monday afternoon, prepared by
Mr. Lounis Keller, Chef, a member of the
House of Spirituality. The hand of love
and service was evident here as every-
where throughout the Convention.

Monday night the open meeting for the
public, held 1u the game hall, was well
attended and the programme thoroughly
enjoyed, Mr. Thornton Chase conduct-
Ing. Mrs, Corinne Truga read the Tablet
from Abdul-Baha, revealed expressly for
the Convention. Bhort addresses were
made by Miss Annie T. Boylan, Mrs,
Emma Erskine Hahn and Mrs. Howard
MacNutt, of New York City; Mr. Ber-
nard M. Jacobsen, of Kenosha; Mr.
Charles Mason Remey, of Washingfon ;
Mr. John B. Crowley, of Boston, and
Mr. William H. Hoar and Mr. Howard
MacNutt, of New York City. The sing-
ers of the Chicago Assembly were again
assisted by Miss Lena Moneak, a violin-
st of execeptional ability; Miss Bessle
Diggett, who sang “Face to Face," and
Mr. Albert B. Windust, who sang “Fear
Ye Not, O Israel.”

On Tuesday evening Mr, Howard Mae
Nutt gave an intensely interesting and
instructive interpretation of Wagner's
“Parsifal” to tthe Young People’s So-
ciety of the Chicago Assembly and their
friends at Room 210, Masonie Temple,
Abuut two hundred were present.

Althéugh this practically ended the

._Gun‘rEntiun, the spirit of happiness,

unity and good will was manifest up to
the mm:uent of departure of each of the
visiting delegates, a8 in every instance
a party of the friends wag present to
see them off and wish them God-speed

at their respective railroad stations, ex-
pressing to them love, giving flowers and
waving a farewell with the universal
salutation, “Allah'o’'ABHA I"

To the foregoing account of Miss
Buikema may be added, that the work
accomplished by the Convention was the
creation of a permanent organization to
be known as “The Bahia Temple Unity,"”
with “power to purchase and acquire
the site selected and the necessary ad-
ditions thereto, raise funds therefor, de-
termine plans for and proceed to the
erection of the Temple,” .

The Convention nominated and recom-
metided the ruIluwlng delegates to repre-
sent’ the various Assemblies named in
“The Bahai Temple Unity,” subject to
confirmation or electlon of a substitute
by each Assembly:

Mr. Howard MacNutt, New York, N.
Y.; Mr. William H. Hosr, Jersey Cliy
and North Hudson, N. J.: Mr. . AL
Lehmann, Spokane, Wash,; Mrs. Mary
Lesley O'Keefe, Wallg Wa]la Wash. ;
Mr. Thornton Chase, Clyde, Ill.: Dr.
Pauline Barton Peeke, Cleveland, Dhin-
Mrs. Helen Goodall, California and Hon-
olulu; Mr. Charles Mason Remey,
Washington, D. C.; Mr. Andrew J. Nal-
son, Racine, Wis.; Mra. Cora W, Renner,
Sandusky, Ohio: Mr. John Harrison
Mills, Buffalo, N. Y.: Mr. D. B. Sutton,
Portland, Ore.: Mr. A M, Dahl,
Philadelphia, Pa.; Mrs, Anna L. Parmer-
ton, Cineinnatl, Ohlo: Mr. Andrew
Campbell, 8t. Louls, Mo.; Mr. Edward
D. Struven, Baltimore, Md.: Mr. D. D.
Babcock, Seattle, Wash.; Mr. Charles
Ioas, Lawrence and Bangnr, Mich.; Mrs.
Marie A. Watson, Sugar Grove, Pa.: Mr.
Charles H. Greenleaf, New York Mills,
Minn.; Mrs. Charles L. Lincoln, Brook-
Iyn, N. X.; Mr. Bernard M. Jacobsan,
Kenosha,  Wis: Mrs  John Deremo,
Fruitport, Mich.; Mr. C. 8. Hargis, Go-
noa Junetion, Wis.; Mr, John 8. Crow-
ley, Boston, Mass.; Mrs. Corinne True,
Chicago, IIl.; Mrs. A, M. Bryant, Den-
ver, Colo.; m‘.ra. Charlotte Morton, Mil-
waukee, Wis.; Mrs. Marie L. Hopper,
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Dixon, 1114 Mr. Albert H. Hall, Minne-
apolis, Minn.

On motion of Mr. Hall, of Minneapo-
lis, the delegates from New York, Chi-
eago and Washington, Ik ., were re-
quested each to name an additional rep-
resentative. The New York delegation
reported the name of Mr. Roy O. Wil-
helm, the Washington delegation the
name of Mr. H. C. Getsinger, and the
Chicago delegation the name of Mr. Ar-
thur 5. Agnew.

The following were nominated and
recommended by the Conventlon to act
as the Executive Board of The Bahal
Temple Unity:

Mr. Arthur 8. Agnew, Chicago; Mrs.

Corinne True, Chicago; Mr. Bernard M.
Jacobsen, Kenosha; Mr. Albert H. Hall,
Minneapolis; Mrs. Anna L. Parmerton,
Cinelnnati s Mr, Mountfort Mills, New
York: Mr. Charles Mason Remey, Wash-
ington; Mr, Willlam H. Hoar, Jersey
ity; Mrs. Helen 8. Goodall, Oakland.
..... acting
under - the provigion that the mem-
berg of the Bahal Temple Unity were
nominated by the Convention subject to
confirmation or election of a substitute
by the various Assemblies, held a meet-
ing at which the name of Mr. Mountfort
Mills was substituted for that of Mr.
MacNutt ag one of the New York mem-
bers af the New Temple Organization.

A Letter from Sydney Sprague

TEHERAN,
c/0 MiRgA AZIZOLLAH KHAN,
Rue ARpAR JEMSHIEL.
March 21, 1900,
To

I am writing you thisz letter at the
close of a beautiful New Year's Day.
The weather hag been so warm that we
have been able to sit ount of doors. The
fruit trees In our garden are all in
Blogsom and there are many flowers out,
hyacinths, violets and narcissus. 1 don’t
imagine you are enjoying such a spring
day in Chicago. There has been a con-
stant stream of visitors all day long, for
it iz the Perzian custom to make calls on
this day, as it is with us. Every one,
teo, must put on mew clothes as we do
at Faster. They have the nice custom,
‘which we have not, of embracing when
they meet and saying: “May your New
Yesr be blessed.”

1 wonder what there ig in store for
the Persian Bahais this year? Certainly
it has npot begun very auspiciously, for
the country Is in a very bad state at
present.  Business is at a standstill, and
s there 18 mno  money and much
hardship and suffering. Every ome i

fenring that gome terrible calamify will
accur.  Indeed, there is much danger to
life and property at present. The -
lievers are the only ones who have calm,
untroubled minds, for their wonderful
faith sustaing them. They know that
whatever happens is for the glory of
God and His religion. And at such a
time of difficulty they have done a very
wonderful thing. At a time when money
iz =0 searce and it is so difficult to make
both ends meet, they have raised a large
enm of money to send to Chleago for the
Mashrek-el-Azkar; and if you knew how
they have ralsed this money, you in
Ameériea would indeed appreciate it. It
hag been often the widow's mite. Every
one, no matter how poor, wants to give
something—if only a few pennles, Those
who have nothing tey to sell some article
they possess to get money. The women
and even the children want to give. I
think that no sum of money has ever
been collected and given with such de-
gire aod love,  And think of the won-
derful significance of it! For years and
years enormous sums of money have been
collected in Ameriea to send to Persian
and the Orient for thé cause of religlon,

(2

e

—

- p—




] RIS

FO | P

THE BAHAI BULLETIN

but not a penny has gone from the East
to the West. Now a miracle has taken
place and the people of the East are
making sacrifices to help their brothers
in the West. Before the Blessed Mani-
festation appeared in the world could
any one ever have imagined that Persia
would one day stretch out her hands to
help America build a Temple to God?
Burely this glorious act of generosity
and fraternity should spur on the Amer-
ieans to raise funds and finish the Tem-
ple. I think all of Ameriea will be im-
preszed when they know what the Per-
slan Babais have done.

Will you write and tell me about the
progress of the Temple work? Have
You any photograph of the site?

I wae 8o pleased to receive the photos
of you and your daughter Arna. Please

thank her for me. I am sending one of
mine taken in Persian costume. Many
thanks for the books. 1 am sorry to bhe
o long in  acknowledging them, but
really my work in the school takes up
nearly all my time. We are having a
week of holidaya now for the Nauroos.

Will you tell me when Dr. Moody
thinks of coming to Teherani At pres-
ent things are so unsettled here, but I sup-
pose she will be gulded entirely by the
Master. DPlease tell her that T should
like to hear from her some time. There
may be things she would like to koow
that I could tell her.

Kindly wish all the friends in Chicage
a happy New Year for me, and with best
greefings to you and your family,

Yours falthfully in His service,
(Bigpned) SvypNeEy SPRAGUE.

The Message

“For as the lightning cometh out of the Bast, and shineth unto the West ; w0 shall

alsp the coming of the Son of Man be.”

By Charles Mason Remey,

In these latter days when knowledge
Is inecreased and many are running to
and fro in quest of Truth, a Voice from
the Holy Land is heard, calling men
from all regions to Unity in belief, in
falth, and in the love of God.

In the wisdom of the all-pervading
Providence, there is never a need of
mankind which Is not provided for. At
this present time the great universal
need of mankind ls for spiritual en-
lightenment. This need is not confined
to any one or several conditions of men,
but to all conditions of men in all coun-
tries.  Together with thiz world-wide
need has come The Light which man 1s
seeking, It iz the great Latter-day Rev-
elation of Truth which has been foretold
by all Prophets and Seers. That move-
ment which is destined to unite all peo-

ple in the one brotherboud of The Spirit

under the Banner of the Lord. It is the
coming of the Kingdom of God upon the
earth.

Each of God's Messengers and Pro-
phets brought peace apd spiritual com-
fort to those souls who received thefr
messages of Trath, but fo the world in
general they brought no peace,  How-
ever, they all foretold the coming of a
great teacher, the Lord of mankind,
who, in the fulness of time, would come
and establish among men the heavenly
reign of universal love and righteous-
Lipss.

In the appearance of Baha'Ollah,
with His Forerunner, The Bab, and His
Brauch, Abdul-Baha, all of the prophe-
cles relative to the coming of the Lord
in the latter days have been fulfilled.
Baha'Ollah is He Who was to come
bringing God's reign of Joy and Peace
to all mankind, '
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In Persia, in 1844, the *Bab appeared
proclaiming the coming of “He Whom
God would Manifest”"—One endowed
with the Divine Spirit, Who with mani-
fest power was soon to arise and estab-
lish The Kingdom in the souls of men.
The miggion of The Bab covered a period
of 8ix years, ending in His martyrdom
by the hand of the Mussulman Clergy.

Not long after The Bab was martyred,
The One whose coming He foretold arose
in the person of PBaha'Ollah. Under
great persecotion, He and the band of
His followers were sent in exile from
Persia to Irak, to Turkey, and finally to
the prison eity of Acre on the Mediter-
ranean in Byria. Here he remained un-
til His earthly mission was ended in
1802, Dwring His ministry, He gave His
Divine Teachings to the world, yet His
Cause was not then unlversally estab-
lished. Im His Writings He designated
His eldest son, Abbas Effendi, as The
One Chosen to establish in the world this
great Canse of Unlty.

Abbas  Effendi calls himself Abdul-
Baha Abbas, which means *Abbas, the
servant of (zod,” and by this name He 18
known to His followers, the Bahais, By
His life of service, He I8 exemplifying
and establishing The Cause of Baha'
(lah, bringing Spiritual Joy and Peace
to all who Enow Him.

By His life, He is opening the door of
bounty to all men, and through Him it is
possible for the world to come into the
knowledge of The Kingdom. He is One
with God and One with man. He iz the
Chogen Channel through which God Is
now reaching and redeeming His people.

Abdul-Baha stands before the world
pre-eminent ag a Bahai. He attributes
all to the Grace and Munificence of The
Father. Outwardly He bears the Name
and inwardly the Bpirit of Baha'Ollah.
Abhdul-Baha appeals to each soul in the
light in which that soul needs Him and
is seeking Him. He is as a Light, giving
light to all in the measure and degree in

which each individual is able to receive,
each receiving according to hls own ca-
pacity. When the door of the soul is
closed, He knocks thereat, making an
impression which the seeker may only
realize years afterwards, when the
Spirit enters into his heart. On the
other hand, when a seeker goes to Abdul-
Baha with his heart open and his soul
unfettered by human imaginations, he
returng filled to overflowing with the
Joy, the Love and the Peace of The
Kingdom which is proceeding from Him,
The Centre of the Covenant. Those who
seek this Divine Guidance, receive that
for which they seek, for in this great
day Abdul-Baha is the unigue source of
the Divine Light of Unity of which
mankind I8 so sorely in need.

The hblersing of personally wvisiting
Abdnl-Baha is great, yet this visit is not
at all necessary n order to see Him spir-
itually. The 8pirit of Abdnl-Baha is the
Spirit of the Blessed Perfection, Baha'-
(Hlah, and this Spirit encompasses all
conditions. It penetrates and enlightens
the wuttermost parts of the universe,
bringing with it the composure and as-
gurnnce of The Kingdom. Those who
are awake to this Light have, In epirit,
met with Abdul-Baha, whether or not
they have seen Him in the flesh. This
Is the greatest of all blessings—to be
spiritually awake and hear the Lord's
call to His people to Unity, In Spirit
and in Truth, and fo respond theretfo,
and arise, as He has commanded, to
gerve In establishing The Kingdom,

One principle in Abdul-Baha’s life im-
pressed one much—it is8 His great love
for all people and His fearless and frank
way of manifesting it by word and by
deed. In this and in all other matters
we must follow Him, if we desire to be-
come His disciples. This is the keynote
of His power and is the only means
through which His followers ean become
the gpiritual conquerors of the world.
We are to love all humanity, and fear-

*"Hab” ig the Persian and Arabic word for door or gate,
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lessly manifest this love through fellow-
ghip and service, in order that the peo-
ple may be attracted thereby, and
brought to see the power and realize the
blessing of the Bahal Faith,

It is a spiritual principle, that that
which ig not manifested tends to remain
dormant and finally to become extinet:
while, on the other hand, that which
finds expression, receives thereby new
vigor, and tends to become more and
more powerful. We sghould therefore
enpprese all sentiments other than those
of love for mankind, and not allow them
to manifest through us, for they are the
powere of darkness from which we must
be freed. Om the contrary, every atom
of love and good-fellowship which we
feel toward mankind should find its full-
eet expreasion in our words and deeds,
for by so doing, this force within us will
be angmented, and will radiate from us,
carrying with It convilctlon, faith and
the love of God to all with whom we
come In contact; thus we will be aceom-
plishing  that wherennto we are called
and commanded.

Often we fear the criticism and ani-
mogity of those who oppose us, and we
ghrink from contaet with them. Ewven
sometimes we anficlpate their attack
and guard ourselves against the same.
‘We should always be armed and guard-
ed, but not according to the wisdom of

this world. Love is our fortress, and
through it we will conguer all mankind.
Fear and love cannot go together, so we
mugt cease fearing the darte of the
enemy.  We muat receive all censure
and slander with an uantroubled spirit
and with a heart full of love. We
will sanffer by so doing, but the fruits
thereof will appear, and will outwelgh
our sacrifice. When not one trace of
fear or rancor remains to be awakened
in our hearts, then, then we will have a
power over men, a God-given power
which iz of The Kingdom,

The frank expresslon in daily life of
our love for mankind dispels all fear on
our part, and enables our love to reach
and to penetrate the heart of every seek-
ing soul. Nothing opens the door of
friendship more widely than frankness,
and nothing closes it more securely than
the fear of being misunderstood.

Let usg all follow Abdul-Baha's exam-
ple of frankly showing the people that
we love them and wish to serve them,
remaining fearless of belng misunder-
stood, and assured that we are following
in the footsteps of Him Whose mission
it i# to guide us, and knowing that only
by following His example will we be

able to accomplish the work of serviee
which God, in His great mercy, has
called us to perform,

: “Reproach not thine own soul, but know thyself;
! Nor hate another’s erime, nor loathe thine own.

£ It is the dark idolatry of self

; Which, when our thoughts and actions once are gone,
: Demands that man should weep and bleed and groan;
Oh, vacant expiation! Be at rest:
The past is Death’s, the future iz thine own:
And love and joy can make the foulest breast
A paradise of flowers, where peace might build her nest.”

—5helley.
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A Letter from the Bahai Assembly of Iskhabad,

Russia, to the Bahai Assembly of
Washington, D. C.

“Happy are the souls who, in these
days of God are endowed with seeing
eves and nnderstanding hearts, have at-
tained to the fruits and results of their
creation and are living in accord, one

with the Divine Commands. It Is hoped ,

that through their praiseworthy endeav-
ore and pure Intentions, the thick and
impenetrable clouds of ignorance may bo
dispelled and the world-wide darkness
be removed, so that the effulgences of
the Tights of Truth may illumine the
world of spirite and minds, the Breeses
of Clelestial Life be wafted over the dead
bodies and smouldering bones, and the
world and the nations be adorned with
the garment of a New Creation.

“Aepording to what one sees in these
days and hears of the news of progres-
sion, arriving from all paris of the
world, a natural desire for advancement
and development is marked in the people
of every country and an involuntary
fmpulse for the well being of huomanity
is poticed in all the cireles of broad-
minded individuals.

“Pherefore the Friends of God, who
through the Infinite merey and bounty
of the Almighty are the victorious lead-
ers, the skillful physicians, the compas-
gionate nurses and the sympathetic ad-
visers of the people of the world, must
undoubtedly heal the sick body of ho-
manity and administer an antidote for
the poizon which infeets the members of
the children of men.”

As the disensgion has reached the
point of true ldealism, it is better for
s to insert here one of the divine tab-
lets, which is revealed by Abdul-Baha,
the Possessor of the Vieible and Invisi-
ble, to the “Afnan” Haji Mirza Mah-
maoud : -

“TpoN HiMm BaHA (OLLAH.
He iz God.

O thon who hast clung to the pure hem
of the Braneh of the Blessed Tree—
Behold thou the world and the inhahbi-
tants thereof with a geeing eye. It I8
the greatest theatre in which bumanity
plays its part. Thou seest hosts of peo-
ple, ronning in the Arena of profit and
logs and the waves of the Bea of mad-
ness are vigible and apparent in many
parts. TUproarious voices are raised, and
clamor, revolution and intense tumult
reaches the ears of the discerning ones.
Bitter guarrels and strife are waged be-
tween capltal and labor, and with
gwords and arrows, spears and dagzgers,
battles are fought between the lowly
and the high. Everywhere the regiments
of the Armies are drawn in battle array
and the infernal and destrpctive artil-
jeries are mounted on every side. The
gleaming brighiness of the swords of
enmity is seen from afar and the in-
tense brillianey of the spears of hatred
48 illuminating the black darkness of the
night and dazzling the eyes. By the
ahove statement iz meant that the im-
plements of  warfare, struggle, battle
and slaughter are prepared and ready
in utmost completeness. On the other
hand thou hearest the voice of music and
harmony, the melody of lutes, harps, or-
gans and songs, and seest the signs of
joy and happiness, mirth and cheerful-
ness. Here thou observest the spectacle

of the attachment of the people to gold
and sgllver, and the display of decora-
tions, tinsels, earthy pageants, pomps,
worldly ambitions and covetonsness are
thie conditions of the ephemeral world.
And thers thou hearest the moans of
helplessness and lamentation, the groan-
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ings of paln and sufferings and the cries
of terror and impotence. The walling of
the weeping ones, the deprecations of
the afflicted ones, the grief of the dis-
tressed ones and the despair of those
drowning in the Sea of Tests are ascend-
Ing toward Heaven, fervently begging
help and suecor. Hither thou beholdest
the burning pangs of separation, the en-
kindlement of the Fire of longing and
the scorching flames of yearning, and
yonder thou seest the agitation and rag-
ing of Kings and heedless ministers, the
contention and rivalry of thoughts and
ideas of senseless leaders and the con-
sultations, tactics, strategies, devices,
constructions and destructions, fame and
notoriety of the Counsellors of King-
doms and Empires. To sum up, when
thou ponderest upon the results, ends,
promises and conclusions of all these
spectacles, thou shalt realize assuredly
that all these are ns fleeting mirages
and Its sweetness followed by bitter
poison, and few days shail pass before
all these conditlons will become non-
existent. But when thou closest thine
eyes to this darkened world and open-
EﬁtﬂlﬁmtﬂthEREﬂlIﬂﬂﬂﬂlghthnu
seest only Lights, and everything imper-
ishable, eternal, everlasting and immor-
tal. There the reality of mysferies is
unveiled to thee. Therefore happy is
the soul who has not attached his heart
to the allurements, sednctions and eage
of this mortal world. Nay, rather, with
purity, freedom and excellence is de-
pendent upon the Eternal World.

Upon thee be Baha,
(Sig.) Ampvr Bama Appas”

0 ye spiritual friends * * * 1 this
Blessed Tablet, Abdul-Baha tells of the
uninterrupted waves of the Sen. of Na-
ture and the inereased conditions of the
Night of Darkness, which have envel-
oped every section and community of the
world, drawing them foward the Valley
of Destruction, the Wilderness of Non-
existence and the Desert of Ruln,
Therefore it i3 possible that some of the

souls, who see that the people are en-
gulfed in the Worlds of Negligence and
Heedlessness and are drowned in the
Beas of Passion of Lust, may unthink-
ingly draw the conclusion that, with
these opposing forces, it will be Impossi-
ble for the River of the Cause of God to
flow, the Light of the Command of God
to appear and the Heaven of Religion
to be cleared. On the contrary, those
who have drunk from the Wine of As-
surance, see with the eye of Reality and
true insight that the all-conquering tor-
rent of the Cause of God shall ere long
sweep away all barriers and flood-gates
of difficulties, and remove entirely, in its
onward flow, every resisting force.

Yoo have written that the friends in
America long to visit Oriental Believ-
ers. We too share this longing in a
gredater degree and with all onr hearia
and souls ask from the Truoe One the
realizntion of this desire. But as mate-
rial impediments bar the way of physi-
cal meeting we thank God that the
Doors of Spiritnal Communion are
opened by the means of affectionate let-
ters,

Man can reflect his thoughts, love ana
aflinity in all their grades of perfection
in written words, and through them be
the caunse of joy to expectant hearts to
such an extent that the readers cap Boe
the Reality of the writer, Although his
body may be invisible and the people of
material sight deny his existence, yet
his spirit 1a in these words, for the sonl
inhabits the world of spirit, not matter,
and i= not bounded by the restrictlons
of time and space. Therefore at all
times and under all clrcumstances, this
kind of meeting is possible everywhere
and depends upon the unfty, affinity,
friendship and sympathy of souls and
realities.

Praise be to God, that through the
Mercy of our Lord the El Abha and tha
teachings and instructions of IHis High-
ness Abdul-Baha this unity is realized
among the friends, this gift and present
ia bestowed upon all and this Heavenly



THE BAHAI BULLETIN

Food is granted to every one. That is,
every one 18 quickened through the same
gpirit, enlivened through the same frag-
rance, stirred into cheerfulness by the
same Breeze, advancing toward the same
Horizon, present at the same Gathering
place, singing the same Song and drink-
ing of the same water. Consequently, O
ye friends of God! ¥e who are freely
goaring in the Heaven of Sanctity; ¥ye
who are the confilants of the Shekinah
of the People of Insight; ye who are
the gympathizers of the Borrows of Hu-
manity, endeavor ye, so that the evils
he removed from the eyes; unlocking the
hearts with the Key of the Most Great
Name: opening the way of Salvation
and Success to every one; leading the
people toward the Goal of their Long-
ing and making them to git aronnd the

Table of Spiritual Peace and Heavenly
Beatitude.

The bellevers of Iskhabad are indeed
rejolced and made happy by the kind-
ness of the American friends; and from
the depths of their hearts send gpiritual
greetings of Allaho Abha fo every indi-
vidual, especially to the one who has
qrisen to spread the fragrance of love,
Mr. Charles Mason Remey, and to the
beloved of the hearts of the servants,
Mirza Ahmad.

We request of these two, to gpread the
copy of the translation of this letter to
other states of America and deliver the
wonderful Abha greeting of the friends
of thils City to all the Bahais In that
Land. IEEHABAD ABSEMBLY,

(per) Bheik Mahmud Ali of Ghain,

Letter from Roy C. Wilhelm

ExeLEwoon, N, J., May 17, "09.

To the BULLETIN

I have just returned from & business
trip during which it has been my great
privilege to meet the friends in many
of the Western Asgemblies. I find every-
where that indescribable something
which marks the followers of GOD in
this Great Day and makes them stand
out clearly from among the peoples of
the earth, I wonder if this is the “white
mark’ which His people were to wear
“in their foreheads"?

1 stopped a few hours in gt, Louis,
where 1 had the pleasure of meeting the
friends on Sunday afternoon. Arriving
in Kansas City the following morning, I
found a letter from Mre. Ford, whom
we mét in Paris on her way to Acca as
we were returning, asking me to come to
her home that afternoon to meet a few
friends and inguirers. As my schedule
gave me but one day there, 1 had to cut
buginess short to accept her invitation.
I met some thirty at bher home, a NG
per of them Bahais—her spiritual chil-

dren—and it was altogether a spiritual
feast.

I did not know of friends in Texas
and  Arizona citles, so dld not again meet
the friends until reaching Los Angeles a
few daye later. To my great surprise I
found some of the Los Angeles friends
awaiting me at the station (I did not
guppose they even knew the train upon
which I would arrive); strange, but we
seemed to know one another at once—
the same experlence we had among the
frienda in the Orlent and with which
you are also dounbtless familiar. That
evening there were some thirty-five gath-
ered together, and the following evening
in Pasadena I met some twenty, who
came notwithstanding a regular deluge
of rain.

Continuing along the Coast, I met the
friends in Oakland, Portland, Seattle
and Spokane, and as I worked eastward
I had the same pleasure in Minneapolis,
gt, Paul, Milwaukee, Eenosha, Chicago,
Washington and Baltimore. In some of
the other cities, Winnipeg, Fargo, Pitts-
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burg, ete, I met inguirers. To me It
eeems that the Cause has made more
real progress during the past year than
during the previous years I have known
of it. Upon all sides one sees a gulet
earnestness and determination that is
doing things.

I continually hear ringing in my ears
His words, “Tell the people what you
have"” and “Spread the Message,” and al-
most daily I had the epportunity of tell-
ing the News fo gsome soul. In one or
two instances it almost seemed that peo-
ple regularly came to me asking what it
was I held. The subjeet was never

forced—rather, the way seemed to nat-
urally open, and my “suspects” ranged
all the way from a missionary returning
te Japan to the colored porter on a
sleeper, this latter a soul ripe for the
Word, He told me he studied the Bible
with his wife, who had been educated
for a missionary, but added that he had
“npset her plans.”

I do not believe that the most skepti-
cal could make this round without be-
coming impressed with the Power of this
Revelation and Its wonderful sccom-
plishment even in this material time and
country. Blessed are those who Enow,

Outline for the Bahai Calendar

Furnished by Mgs, CorisNe TrUE,

The Bahai year begins on March 21st
and is divided into 19 months of 19 daysa
each, plus 4 or 5 (every fourth year)
intercalary days—February 26th to
March 1st, Inclusive.

The firet day of each Bahai month
falls as follows:

January 19th July 13th
February Tth August ist
March 2nd August 20th
Mareh 21st September Sth
April 9th September 27th
April 28th Ovctober 16th
May 17th November 4th
June Hth November 23rd
June 24th December 12th
December 31st

The following Days and Seasons are

P observed by the Bahals:

“The Feagt of Narooz"—The Bahal
New Year—-March 21st,

"The Feast of Rizwan" (Paradise—
commemorating the declaraton of the
Blessed Perfection in the Garden of El
Rizwan, in Baghdad, April 22nd, 1863,
This season of feasting lasts twelve days

—April 22nd to May ard, inclusive. The
first, ninth and twelfth days (April
2Znd, April 30th and May Srd) are spe-
cially eelebrated.

“The Anmiversary of the Declaration
of the Bab,” May 28rd (1844).

“The Anniversary of the Departure of
Baha'w’llah,” May 28th {1892).

“The Anniversary of the Martyrdom
of the Bab," July 9th (1850).

“The Anniversary of the Birth of
Baha'e'llab,” November 1%th (Born in
Nur, Persia, 1817).

“The Feast of thte Appointment of the
Center of the Covenant,” November 26th,

“Intercalary Days”—during  which
hospitalities are extended to friends, the
poor and the needy—February 26th to
March 1st, Inclusive.

“The Month of the Fast"—March 2nd
to 20th, incluslve—during which no man-
ner of food nor drink 1s to be taken be-
tween sunrise and sunset. The nights

dare to be passed awalke. Fasting is en-

Joined upon every one. Children, travel-
ers, gick and infirm people, pregnant
women and those who give suck are free
from this obligation.
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The deliberations of the Assembly were
conducted in the utmost spirit of har-
mony and unity, not a single dissenting
voloe being raised nor a minority vote
cast, The brothers selected to serve on
the Board have all been proven in their
energy and fidelity in the Caunse, and
supported as they are by an absolute
spirit of Oneness, must be a source of
great advancement, and will certainly
receive the confirmation of the Bpirit.

The new Board held its first meeting
April Tth and organized by the election
of the following officers: Chairman, F.
B. Hawkins; Vice-Chairman, Chester L.
Hall ; Treasurer, Howard MacNutt; Sec-
retary, F. K. Osborne; Librarian, Thos.
MacMechan. Mrg. Charles L. Lincoln
was selected Treasurer of the Temple
FMund. ;

Secretary’s address, 575 Dean Bireef,
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Brother William H. Hoar, between
whom and the Brooklyn Assembly exist
inseparable tieg of Love and Unity, was
gnanimously chosen an Honorary Mem-
ber of the Board of Consultation.

At the conclusion of the meeting of
the Board the members thereof Joined
with the Maid SBervants, who had been as-
sombled in another room, in the reading
of tablets and a brief study of the Word.
This program will be followed at all the
meetings of the Board of Consultation
and the Auxiliary Board, which will be
held on the first and third Wednesdays
of each month.

The Sunday evening meetings at
Lockwood Academy, 188 South Oxford
Strest, have been a declded success,
showing a steady growth in attendance
and In Interest, many Inguirers having
received the Teachings and been brought
to & realization of the Glory of the
Blessed Perfection. When this meeting
place was secured, last November, it was
thought sufficiently commodious for the
needs of the Assembly, but with the
steadily lncreasing attendance it seems
probable that by the time of the expira-

tion of the lease on June lst a larger
hall will have to be secured.

Mrs. O, L. Lincoln and Mrs. Howard
MeNutt, delegates to the Temple Con-
vention in Chicago, addressed the meet-
ing on April 3rd, and the hearts of the
beloved in this: city were filled with
reciprocity of the love that was manl-
fested toward the Hastern delegates by
our brothers and sisters of the West.
The gpeakers were overcome with emo-
tion when they attempted to relate their
experiences. “Wonderful! Wonderfual 1"
was their description of the Love and
devotion of these Western Bahais to the
Oanze and to each other. One look at
the shining faces of these returning dele-
gates is assuredly a convineing proof of
the power of the Bahai Spirit. Truly it
is in competent hands that God has
placed the building of the Mashrak-el-
Azcar in America.

Baltimore

By Epwarp D). STRUVEN.

Any report from the Baltimore As-
gembly at this time should be considered
in propertion to our number, which does
not exceed at the limit for the present
more than 19 members

Due to this lack of numbers and the
many duties and family cares and tles
of our brothers and sisters, our regular
Tuesday meetings average between 6 &
9 in attendance, Then because of our
proximity to Washington and principally
for the reason that none of us have
arisen to the actual work of teaching
our progress hag been very slow.

The 10 day Unity feasts are usnally
well attended. All of the friends how-
ever have In one degree or another been
quietly sowing some seed and in due
geason we expect to see the increase.

The Tuesday Evening meetings are
held at the home of our sister Miss I,
Lowndes, 620 W. North Ave, at 8
o'clock, and the Unity feasts meet at the
homes of those friends who may have
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the room and held in rotation as muoch
a8 posalble and practicable.

The writer was given the great priv-
flege of serving this assembly by rep-
regenting them as their delegate at Chi-
cago for the first Natlonal Temple Con-
vention,  Our firm belief Is that from
henceforth the Cause of God in this
land will make great strides and growth
becanse that spirit of unlty which was
manifest at Chicago during the spiritual

meetings and feast of Nayrooz, as waell
as in the deliberations themselves, was
the cementing of the varlous assemblies
into a National Unity; and each delegate
will retorn to his home assembly io-
spired through the love of God to
greater activity and endeavor in the
Cause of God. As one of the friends
there so aptly put it—the real Mashrak-
el-Askar or temple 1s being built in the
hearts of the Bahais.

Racine Assembly—History of

By AxoreEw J. NELSON.

Nine years ago on November B8th,
1899, a few families met at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Peterson, 1019
Grand Ave., for the purpose of organ-
lzing a Branch or Assembly of the Ba-
hai Faith. Mr. B, 8. Lane of Kenosha,
who had given us the Message some time
previons, was invited to come and form
a Branch here; this being done in the
usual manner, Mr. Fred Peterson being
chosen temporarily as Chairman. An-
drew J. Nelson was then elected as See-
retary; John Peterson, Treasurer and
Mrs. Fred Peterson, Custodian of Books
and Tablets.

Headqguarters were established at the
home of Mr. Fred Peterson, 705 Thir-
teenth Street, and from that time regu-
lar meetings have been held twice a
week., Bervices were conducted by the
different believers, each taking turn,
reading the Tablets and passages from
the Bible, opening and closing the mest-
ing by reading a Prayer. Messrs. Fred.
and Peter Peterson taught and gave
the Message in private classes, now and
then assisted by Mr. and Mrs. Lane of
Kenosha, who were always ready and
willing in a true Bahai Bpirit to give
their time and spend their money for
the Cause, and many a time they were
summoned on very short notice, as at
that time in the early days much inter-
est was arounsed, and we experienced a

great deal of bifter antagonism, for we
were classed as heretles and Mohame-
dans, and many of the Churches
preached against us, some in anger be-
cause they lost some of their members,
who realized a clearer or stronger
proof in the Bahai Teaching, They
came to us from the Lutheran, the Bap-
tist, the Methodist Churches, also some
from the other denominations of the
Christian Faith. Several Ministers
wished to debate the guestions with us,
and we accepted their challenges, leay-
ing the subject with them to choose, but
these arguments never bore any frult;
they never will and after all what is
there to argue about? Are we not all
teaching  the same God,  only seen
through - different manifestations? The
newspapers would also print contradie-
tory stories of our belief and ridicule
us. Btill with opposition all around us
We galned many converts. Many took
the teachings out of idle curiosity ; some
because we were more liberal, allowing
them to ask questions concerning the
teachings, and not to accept what we
told them, but we urged them to use
the Talents which God had given them
and to use their reason. Our method of
teaching was so different from that of
the old Orthodox Belief. Of course sue-
ceas is followed by fallure. Every good
thing must stand ite trial and test and

it is through these that we get strong
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or ¢lge break off and die; 2o Inthe course
of a year of so we began to be tested
from within, which ig worse than being
attacked on the ontgide. The old words
in the parable abont the Sower proved
itself,  We had sowed the seeds of a
Faith: some fell in one kind of soil and
gome In another. It was like a lull
in a battle, and when we counted the
gnrvivors the ranks were thinned very
much. Of .course some have moved
away to other citles and places and have
been the means of spreading the Mes-
sage and establishing the Banner of
Faith in those places.

Our meeting place changed many
timea. At one time however we had a
permanent home, a public place; it being
the old Store Building we renfed for
about three years. Thiz was located at
720 Washington Ave., a central point,
but ag it was not a good paying property
to the owner, he sold it and the building
was torn down Since that time we
have not had a permatient meeting place,
but we have met in the homes of zome
of the believers. ~ We usually change
every two months, thereby shifting the
burden. Although the place of meeting
changes often, the meetings are held as
regular as if we had a permanent Tem-
ple. 8o alzo Is our Sunday School which
was established about a year and a half
ago and is attended very regularly by
abont twenty to thirty children, ranging
in ages from five to fourteen years.

Having now given a brief ountline or
history of our Assembly since estab-
lishied, T wish to mentlon the names of
a fow who have done 80 much for ns;
who have assisted and encouraged dur-
ing our stroggles for exlstence as a
body of believers.

First the Pioneers in these parts, Mr.
and Mra. Byron 8. Lane, of Kenosha,
now resldent of Bangor, Mich. They
were the first teachers to deliver the
Mesgage of this great Revelation which
they did at public meetings and in pri-
vate to individuals and classes,

Then our dearly loved spiritual sister,

AMrs. Isabella D. Brittingham of Jolns-
town, New York, made us several ex-
tended visits. She came, not so much
to mike new converts, but to bulld up
the wenker ones — to confirm and
gtrengthen. - The last fime she vigited
Rucine wag to establish the Nineteen
Day or Tnity Feast.

Mr. Arthor 8 Agnew of Chicago, is
almost considered one of our members,
go regularly did he visit us and teach
ns every secomnd or third Sunday for
a year or two. We depended on him as
if he were an elder brother—which he
really wag, in the Spirit. His heart to
heart talks were g0 full of the Bahal
Qpirit, ag was likewize that grand old
teacher who taught us not so much by
word of mouth as by the life he lived,
Mirza Aszszad Ullah; he made his home
with us several times for short periods,
and it was not antil he left ns that we
really realized his spritiual greatness,
a4 a teacher. We have also had the
pleasure of the visits of his loving son,
Mirza Ameen, latér betfer known as
Dr. Ameen Fareed Ullah. There have
been other Oriental brothers here, but
none who have left us so pleasant a
niemory 4% the two I have mentioned.

Then there i a long lst of names
of dear friends who have favored us
with their pleasant vi=its and words of
cheer—I can not name them all, but
gshall mention a few who have left im-
pressions in the hearts of the Believers
here.

Mr, Thorton Chase, Mr, Chas. Bchef-

fler, Mr. Albert B. Winduost, Mr. Geo

Tesch, of Chicago, have been here teach-
ing and have sent ns tablets; may the
blessing of God be showered upon them
abundantly. Then there is the spiritual
maid-servant, Mre. Corrine True and
aleo Mra. Geo, Lesch, Dr. Moody and
Eva Webater Russell.  Yes, there are
many more; I do not wish to omit the
mentioning -of any, but what good i8 it
for me to write their names—thelr deeds
are the Flowers In our Heavenly Gar-
den.
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I must mentlon Mrs. Geo. Olson of
Chieago, better known among the Be-
lievers as “Mother Olson.” 8he 1s the
Mother of our Bunday School, When
in- Racing during the summer of 1907,
she wighed to serve in the Vineyard of
the Lord, so she gathered the children
abont her, teaching them the Communes,
Tablets and Commands of the Master
“Glory be to Him." This, however, was
not her only work; she taught us older
ones; she wrote and translated some of
the tablets, Hidden Words and other
Teachings into the Danish Language and
had them published in book form and
part published in one of the leading
Danish weekly papers “Den Danske Pi-
oneer” of Amerien, She planted a seed
that God will make grow.

For the last couple of years, we have
been assisted considerably by Frienda
negarer to us in miles; by Mr. and Mrs.
B. M. Jacobsen, and Mr. and Mrs. H. L.
Gooddale of Kenosha, Wis.

We always go io Mr. Jacobsen when
we wish to glve a public meeting, as he
hag been favored by God with the power
of digcernment and expression. Last, but
not least, among our benefactors in thiz
Cause In Racioe, and I dare Eay in
America—thongh especially do we re-
alize his services. and although his vigit
here was not more than an hour, and
then he only met three or four of the
Believers, nevertheless there is not a
single Believer or child of the Bellevers
but  knows our generous Brother,
Charles Mason Remey, of Washington,
I ¢, Thig iz the reason, kind friends,

I call him generous and so he has
been with letters, tablets, phampleta and
priunted matter pertaining to the Canse,
He has supplied us so abundantly—may
the Blessing of God be with him and his
work. Now with us this means much,
for we are not learned and have none
Yet in our little Assembly who can
preach, and therefore our services econ-
sigt chiefly in the reading of the Tablets
and the Words of our Lord and Master
—hls teachings and talks, which ape

Heavenly Good. So if we are devoid of
orafory, we ean read, and learn the
words as they come direct from the Pen.

There are others whom I should ke
to mentlon and to extend our heartfelt
thanks to, who have helped our little As-
sembly, who have been the means of
giving us nourishment for the sou] by
sharing with us from the heavenly Ta-
blea spread for them.

The Racine Believers desire to eXpress
their love to all the Believers thronugh-
out the whole world and send their
greeting, and hope that they may be per-
mitted to do so through the colummns of
the Bahal Bulletin, which we consider
to be a source through which much good
and great blessing will come,

Dear Reader, please overlook my mis-
takes in these lines, excuse me for hav-
ing taken so much of your time and
given you nothing in return, but T ean
not help, at this time taking the oppor-
tunity to record the names of these dear
brothers and sisters for what they have
done for the Cause of Bl Abha, in these
parts, in keeplng the Fire kindled, so
that we still exist ag a body of Believ-
ers. We can not thank them enough,
but humbly pray, that He, Who ig the
Great Giver of all things, will confer
upon them glory and honor, and may we
all be strengthened and enkindled with
the Fire of Hiz Love, that we may be-
come united In His Spirit and be as one
Great Family united in peace and har
mony singing praises in His Name, Allah
‘0 Abha,

Sincerely Your Co-Worker
Caunse of El Abha,

in the

Racine Assembly of Bahai,

By AwxprEw J. NELSON.
Address all correspondence for the Ra-
cing Believers to A. J. Nelson, 2041—
Carme] Ave, Racine, Wis, T, 8. A.

o
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Announcement of Meetings

i NEW YORK.

Ragulnr mearunga a*reur Bupday at 11 o'clock, A. M, at Ganeniugiml Hall,
0. 296 West G8th Street.

Regular meetings every un&ar afternoon at 3:30 o'clock, at the residence
of Mr. Arthur P. Dodge, 261 West 139th Btreet.

-

._H-
F : : o

BROOKLYN.

Regular meﬂtlnga every Sunday evening at 8 u’clmk at Lockwood Academy,
133 South Oxford Street (near Fulton Street).

HIJFFAL'D N. Y. &

Regular meetinge Sunday and Thnrminf I:nt each wavak, a.ﬂﬂ P. H., at 404
Elmwood Avenue. B
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