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In the name of Allah
the most

Compassionate and Merciful




-

[ ———— L LSRRl R Ll ki -lﬂlf-n sl K e W T e

;---q ' L

' ] (b ease Wi - )
e [EMATLT {C/NOVURN)

‘ | e s S L —-: - oy - il il BPRA i l-ﬁ e ..—“—n.-rm“ e e
: L--umh P OF DUFRWSE S L LEGENCE HFUHMA* I siv HEVQRT i:;

o e W —— g 1 A el ‘-m“lﬂmm-rﬂ ..“ri..-ul.ll-rit - e B = ac as. o vl e s ) L

1 . St .hq.u-'ll'-h.r 2 TEH n‘ﬂf’ g 1

. CORY LN L WOPQCN S r )

.‘ Cowtitudaten St i L 2 al & ':I-H'El‘l

\ Gaatntl-d eliaessf s 1047+ DB R OripnaroPET T, L kv GE AT S
i_____.“__._ — R Al b e A s a1 i i il S R 3 1 Y Bl oo v s A o i L 4 B g el A
!

b

i, e }tzﬁ.iginn ot Balwism in Toan oonciioues to incraaso nuwerically
“ind evazb I Tluenee ot the policy levels of tiw Governsent, of Lran (Gi1Y .
CMespnnably Ln tee Bohal seot anceludes such pedtonages as L‘ @ Ab-lol Narian
YA, LR pasitsal phy lan o the Shabh of Ivan; LT Penoydoum DIAM

e L amaddy hz lranian Abassador to Spain; the shah's sonts genionr tukor
whooe 3 mernebichng Bahddst and a personal friend and sssociate of LTG
s mt fewsl one Imrecial Ivanian Avmad Forees (I1AF) hivision Comeandex;
£ hosedeval TIaU porscnnal frow mid and lower level to genior staff and Line
S o SRS,
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£

b, Tha curreal qrewvch of Bahaiam app=ar: to be attributed to the
inkloenoe oFf LTC AYADI with the Shah, who apparently has given tacit
crovsvsal o the general worship of Bahaism., 'this allegedly has resulted
diisetly An advinces ottaipned in women's suffraqge, land refoam, and educatisn
Soptasedly thes: prograss reflect doctrines ol Bahaism more closely than
trie: Moelem faitt |

j

i

w. Public ueaetice 6f Balaism is still limited; however, thare y
aslears wo be o lessencoed of Lee stigmae unce attoched Lo such wesbership.) : -
Yol Aty appaeY to ba detemently anti-Moslew and blame the Shiite Moslers
'i'a: pincecing Iran's wmodernigation by ntiiizing the traditicaal minded L

Ll

P paligiovs leaders to edplolt e Llliterate peasant populace.
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¢, Mthough aat oeart iy ddentified outiide of the Hahal communily
Chivaeewe poveral impociant Balal shrines in Iran. This low prefile ds ]
walvtained tw avedd posusible vonflict with “he Moslem populace. ThLe
principal Dabal Lullding js located on Takube Jamshid Avenge in Tulirar and
qelves as an informeitiop ceutew. Approximabely ten-twelve yoears ago Juving
an ovat of cowstsy telp by the Boyal randly, this building wes altacked (2 HI!-
Ty lrandan Eh.du moslesy:, Bahaishs pslieved that, at that tims, the fhan
Jid 5ot havae che fiem wiligucy support which he enjoys today anca as a
Loenult was Sooiwd to saften his suppsst fo1 Drhaisi. Land is Leing
acctatad Ap Teqron far the conasnruction of a permanent and more approjuiises .
place of worjhin.,  Immeliate construction of sach an edifice, however, 1’-
ol wnliliely dae to political and religicoos counsiderations at this Siae. ;
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A. #eporiing Officer E.-htélined the above Anformation from o renior |
ITrentan salitary officer who has pacyunal Knowledue of such lnlenwation.
Tt showld be rored that gource himelf is a robid fullower of Bansiswu andd
nis opindens as =o the dagrse of isiluense Mahaises excrlk on OT nolicy b .
shoulld ke consilered with this noskaround in mind, v -
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viphasizen persoual ethics and has the a.m of attaining universal peace .
thorough econversion to Bahaitm. “%Although very small in numbers, +<he Sahal’
comdunity is will educated and engégdd primarily iy business or tha¥®
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b. Bahgisw originateg during the @iid=iSch canitury in Iran., It - e
yrafessions.
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11650
F R b ] CLASS FICATION
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN CONFIDENTIAL
¢ o tiesz, | ACTION: SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE .
TAGS: ' .
SUBJECT: | ~ONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 11650
ACTION: | E.O. 11652: GDS
AGS : PINS, SHUM, IR
SUBJ; STATUS OF BAHAIS
POL: REF: STATE 296186
2?3 1. BAHAT SITUATION IN IRAN HAS MARGINALLY IMPROVED SINCE
ﬁgﬂ“‘z REESTABLISHMENT OF DEGREE OF ORDER BY NEW MILITARY GOVERN-
5§h MENT. THERE REMAINS MAJOR DEGREE OF HOSTILITY AGAINST
iﬁu BAHAIS, PARTICULARLY ON PART OF ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS OPPOSI-
:;351 TTON, WHICH IS LEADING ELEMENT OF POLITICAL OPPOSITION TO
CRU SHAH AND GOI. GOI HAD RECOGNIZED THIS PRESSURE AND BAHAIS
;ﬁiﬂ ARE STILL BEING DISMISSED FROM GOVERNMENT JOBS. SEVERAL
oLk DOCTORS AT GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS WERE DISMISSED LAST WEEK,

HEEDRDIHET-D PERSIAN FRIEH.DE WHO KNOW THE INDIVIDUALS.
Hm, THERE IS5 NO QPEN STREET HOSTILITY TOWARD BAHAI
SECT BEING MANIFEST AT THE MOMENT. BAHAI TEMPLE HAD
MILITARY GUARD DURING RECENT DIETUREAHCESI BUT AS FAR AS
WE KNOW THERE WERE NO ATTACKS AGAINST IT IN RECENT MONTHS.

2. WE UNDERSTAND BAHAIS ARE LEAVING IRAN, BUT SOME

CAAFTED BY: CRAFTING DATE | TEL. EXT. COMTEMTS ANO CLASSIFICATION APPROVED BY:
. POIT® tenmpel 11/28/78] 1112 MIN :{;‘Hﬁ
r

sEAnaneRs PDL:GELamhrakiE%
ECON:CTaylor (c ibutor)

CONFIDENTIAT, e
CLASIFICATION {Formerly FS-413{H})
January 1978

BO163-11 3 Dapt. of Statd




CONFIDENTIAL =~ 11£50
Classification MRN

r‘PRﬂHINEHT ONES DO REMAIN. LOWER MIDDLE CLASS BAHAIS JT
TELL US HARASSMENT FROM MOSLEM NEIGHBORS f& PROSELYTIZING
MULLAHS INCREASED THROUGH OCTOBER BUT HAS EASED OFF SINCE
GENERAL AZHARI BECAME PRIME MINISTER. NO CONNECTION IS
ALLEGED, BUT SOME SAY THAT MOSLEM QPPOSITION IS NOW
FOCUSING ON CONFRONTATION WITH GOI DURING MOHARRAM
(ADDING THAT IF KHOMEINI "WINS,"™ BAHAI SITUATICN IN
IRAN WILL BECOME INTOLERABLE) .
3. WE BELIEVE DEPTOFFS COHEN AND PRECHT TOOK RIGHT LINE
ON POTENTIAL FOR POSITIVE USG ACTION. SINCE U.S, IS
SEEN AS SUPPORTING GOI, ANY PUBLIC ACTIONS ARE LIKELY TO
ENRAGE PRECISELY THOSE PEQPLE MOST LIKELY TO COMMIT
VIOLENCE AGAINST BAHAIS. WE BELIEVE BEST POSSIBILITY
FOR INFLUENCING SITUATION IN POSITIVE DIRECTION IS CONTINUED
DISCREET DISCUSSION WITH GOI OFFICIALS ON NECESSITY TO
PROTECT MINORITIES, COUPLED WITH REPEATED REITERATION
TO OUR OPPOSITION CONTACTS THAT PERSECUTION/VIOLENCE
AGAINST BAHAIS DOES THEIR CAUSE LITTLE GOOD. WE BELIEVE
THIS REMAINS BEST POLICY FOR USG SPOKESMEN AT HOME AS
WELL.
4. COMFLICATING FACTOR IN SITUATION IS FACT THAT SOME
BAHAIS PARTICIPATED IN WHAT ARE SEEN AS EXCESSES AND
CORRUPTION OF PAST FEW YEARS. PERHAPS THE MOST NOTABLE
BAHAT BUSINESSMAN CASE IS PROMINENT INDUSTRIALIST/FINANCIER

HOJABR YAZDANI, WHO HAS BEEN HELD SINCE AUGUST ON EHHRGﬁ

E FI DEHTI OPTIONAL FORM 162 (H}
T a

Claasgification {Formerly F5-413(H)a)

Januery 1975

Dapt. of Stata

f S0152-201



CONFIDENTIAL 3

Classification P L éni'go

lh_DF FRAUD AND ILLEGAL USE OF GOVERNMENT anns.ﬁﬁﬁﬁuﬂﬂﬂﬂé_l

DISTINCTIONS WILL BE MADE BETWEEN THOSE WHO MAY BE

ARRESTED AND TRIED FOR POSSIBLE CORRUPTION OR OTHER
SPECIFICALLY ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES AND GENERAL PERSECUTION
AGAINST SECT. CONCERNING THE SABET FAMILY WE UNDERSTAND
ALL KEY MEMBERS ARE QUTSIDE IRAN: IRAJ IN SWITZ2ERLAND,
HARMOZ IN THE U.S. AND THE FATHER, HABIB, BETWEEN NEW

YORK AND SWITZERLAND.

SULLIVAN
CONFIDENTIAL
Chres s cTRuAL oR e

Annuary 1875

AOYRZ.201 Dwpt. of Siate
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SUBJECT: BRAHAL COMMUNITY SITUATION
REF: ({A) STATE 158779, (B) TEBRAN €421, (C) TEHRAN 6500

1. (5 - ENTIRE TEXT.)

2. EMBOTFS HAVE OBTAINED INDEPENDENT VERIFICATION OF
BASIC POINTS IN INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED BY
REVEREND PRYOR AS REPORTED IN REFTELS. VERIFICATION COMES
FROM FSN SOURCE WHO IS CONSIDERED KNOWLEDGEABLE AND
RELIABLE. SOURCE IS WORKING ON SETTING UP MEETING

BETWEEN EMBOFFS AND BARAI LEADERS.

%. N MOST RECENT DISCUSSION WITH PRYOR ON JUNE 28, HE
SAID TEAT CURRENT SITUATION OF BAHAT COMMUNITY SHOULD
PERFAPS BE MORE APPROPRIATELY GHARACTERIZED AS ONE OF |
FARASSMENT AND DISCRIMINATION" RATHER THAN ~PERSECUTION.
BE THIS AS IT MAY, IT IS ABUNDANTLY CLEAR THAT THE BARAT

. LEADERS ARE EXTREMELY WORRIED AND SEF THEMSELVES FACING

THE WORST CRISIS IN THE HISTORY OF BARAISM. EVERY DAY

BRINGS ALDITIONAL EXAMPLES OF HARASSMENT.

4. THE BABAI LEADERS ARE STILI HOPING THAT VIOLENCE CAN
BE AVOIDED IN SHIRAZ ON JULY 1@. THET RAVE ASKED T0O SEE
PM BAZARGAN REGARDING TEIS. MEANWHILE THEY DO NOT WISE
T0 PUBLICLY EXACERBATE THE ALREADY TENSE SITUATION. THEY
RAVE SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED TEAT THF USG NOT TARE ANY
%ﬂT}g: AT THLIS TIME BECAUSE OF THE POLITICAL SITUATION

N N.

5. TEE BAHAT LEADERS DO WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT INFORMATION
AND TOCUMENTATION IS SAFELY IN PLACE OUTSILE IRAN SO TFAT
THEY CAN 60 PUEBLIC WITH THEIR STORY WHEN AND IF NEEDEL.
THEY WAVE ASKED PRYOR TO GO TO GENEVA ANT 2URICH, AND HE
WILL DO SO AROUND JULY 7, PRYOR WILL REPCRT TO THE WORLD
COUNCII OF CHURCHES® HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION IN ZENEVA AND
LEAVE DOCUMENTATION IN SAPE HEANDS IN SWITZERLAND. HE IS
AFRAID, HOWEVER, TYAT THE SITUATION COULD BECOME SUBSTAN-
TIALLY WORSE BEFORE THEN. :

€. PRYOR PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION (WHICH WE HAVE
NOT YET HAD TIME TO VERIFY FROM OTHER SOURCES) ON JUNE 28:
OF THE ROUGHLY 422,060 BARAIS IN IRAN, ABOUT 75,000 ARE [N
TEHRAN. THE MASTER MEMBERSHIP LIST ¥OR TEHRAN WAS STOLEN
ABOUT SIX WEELS AGO. THEE EAHAIS BELIEVE IT IS IN ISLAMIC
BANDS , BECAUSE A NUMBER OF BAFAIS HAVE BEEN RECEIVING

SECRET
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SECRET TEHRAN 6755/1

LETTERS IN THEIR NAME AT THEIR HOME ALDRESS ®ROM TuE:
15LAMIC PROPAGANDA ORGANIZATION IN Q0M STRONCLY TRGING
TUE™ T0 CONVERT TO ISLAM. SPIRITUAL ASSTMRLY MFETINIS
HAVE BEEEN BROYXEN UP, AND FILES HAVE BEEN DESTROYED.
WMFESAS RELISIOUS MERTINGS NORMALLY WFRT ATTENDED BY 2720
PEMBERS, TEEY ARE NOW LIMITED T0 18~15 PEOPLE SO AS T0
AVOID FARASSMENT.

7. TO DATE, THE PERSONAL BANK ACCOUNTS OF THE TOF 27 BaHAIL
LEADERS WHO MAEKE UP THE NATIONAL COUNCIL HAVE REEN FROZEN
(PUT NOT YRET CONFISCATED). TWO OF THESE LEADERS BAVE REEN
DENIED EXIT PERMITS, OTHERS HAVE NOT ATTEMPTED TCO OBTAIN
ONE. 1IN ADDITION TO BREVIOUSLY REFORTFD CONFISCATIONS OF
BAHAI COMMONITY ASSETS, FOUR OF THE MAIN FIVE ADMINISTRA-
TIVE BUILDINGS OF THE COMMUGNITY EAVE RBEYN CONFISCATED.
THESE BUILDINGS ARE VALUED AT RETWEEN $72-19Q MILLION.

THE NUMBER. OF CIVIL SERVANTS DISMISSED FROM THTIR JORS
SINCE EARLY DECEMBER ON THAE SPECIFIC GROUND TEAT THEY WFRT
PAEAT IS5 ABOUT 9¢, ACCORDING TO INFORMATION (DOCUMENTFD)
PROVITIED TO FRYOR, ’ -

. THE BAHAI LEADERS DO NOT HAVE ANY ERAL ITEA OF HOW MANY
YAHAIS HAVE LEFT 1RAN, BUT ARE UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT
THE EXODUS BAS NDT SO FAR BEEN SIGNIFICANT. THE LEADERS
ARE URGING THEIR MEMBERS TO STAY IN IRAN.

G, UP TO NOW THE ACTIONS HAVE FEEN DIRECTED PRIMARILY
ASAINST THE COMMUNITY AS AN ENTITY, RATHRR THAN AZAINST
IXDIVIDUAL BAWAIS--EXCEPT FOR THE FROZEN PANY ACCOUNTS OF
THE LEADERS, DISMISSAL OF GIVIL SERVANTS, ATTEMPAYS T
PRESSURE INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS TO CONVERT, AND THE HARASSMENT
OF RELIGIOUS MEETINGS. THE BAHAT LEALERS ARE FEARFUL THAT
THE SITUATION FOR INDIVIDUALS WILL CHANGE FOR THE WORSE

SO0N. :
18. NO BAHAIS HAVE BEEN KILLED IN THE POST-REVOLUTION ERA,

AND NONE OF THE MORE THAN THREE HUNDRED PEOPLE WEO HAVE

FEEN EXECUTED WERE BAHAIS (IT IS AGAINST BAHAI RULES FOR
MEMEERS T0O BE ACTIVE IN FOLITILS). BOPERUILY THE SAME CAN
STILL BE SALD AFTER JULY 1@. TBAEAISM STARTED IN SEIRAZ IN
;;44 WITE BAHAULLAH PROCLAIMING HIMSELF AS THEE MISSING
¥E?55 |

NMNNN
SECRET TEHRAN 6755/2

IMAM,

11. A5 FURTHER INFORMATION BFCOMES AVAILABLE THROUGH OTHER
SQURCES, WE wILL UP-DATE REPORTING ON THIS SUBJECT.

LAINGEN

T
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TAGSs Cvls, IR, CE
SUBJr INCREASE IN IRANIAN VISA APPLICANTS 1IN SRI LANKA

l« SINCE E¥D OF AUGUST EMBASSY HAS OBSERVED DEFINITE
INCREASE IN NUMBER OF IRANIAN NON-IMMIGRANT VISA APPLICANTS
APPEARING IN OUR CONSULAR SECTION. NUMBER OF APPLICANTS NOW
AVERAGES FOUR PER WEEK AS CONTRASTED TO ONE EVERY TWO WEEKS
PREVIOUSLY. SIX APPLICANTS CALLED ON CONSUL ON S5/1@.

2+« APPLICANTS USUALLY HAVE BEEN MALE STUDENTS IN EARLY
20°S, BUT THEY NOW INCLUDE BUSINESSMEN AND FAMILIES. THE
IRANIANS EXPLAIN THAT SINCE U,S, VISA FACILITIES IN TEHRAN
ARE NO LONGER AVAILABLE, SRI LANXA 15 A CONVENIENT PORT OF
CALL FOR THEM. APPLICANTS SHOW EXTREME TENSION AND ANXIETY,

3. THUS FAR DOCUMENTATION AFPEARS TO BE IN ORDER AND CONSUL
IS ISSUING MAJORITY OF VISAS. APPLICANTS DISPLAYING
GREATEST TENSION CLAIM TO BE MEMBERS OF BAHAI AND
ZOROASTRIAN MINORITY GROUPS AND STATE THEY CANNCT

RETLRN TO IRAN BECAUSE OF PERSECUTION,

4, EMBASSY WILL KEEP DEPARTMENT INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENIS.

ANY GUIDANCE AND INDICATIONS OF IRANIAN APPLICANT TRENDS

EL SEWHERE WOULD BE APPRECIATED,
5 WRIGGINS

#4658
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. 3.0. 12065: GDS, 9/13/85 (ELEHEHT. CARL)

RITIY SEUM, SOEN, IR
"SUBJECT:  RUMORS OF ATTACKS ON BABAIS IN SHIRAZ
|

| REF1 TEERAN 18901
f1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT)

'2. MR, GLENN MITCHEL OF THE® BAHA’I HIGH ASSEMBLY IN THE
-0S (PROTECT), WHOM WE HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT WITH BEFORE,
CALLED NEA/IRN SEPTEMEER 13 TO SAY THAT DESPITE REUTERS
STORY DENTING DESTRUCTION OF THE BAB“S SHRINE IN
SHIRAZ, THE BAEA’IS HAD INCONTROVERTIBLE PROOF OF 1T

AND WOULD TRY 70 GET ACTUAL PHOTOGRAPES TO US.

3. ACCORDING TO MITCHELL, WRECKING CREWS HAVE BREN AT
WORY OVER THE PAST SEVERAL DAYS IN RAZING THE BUILDING
AND ARE PROBABLY STILL DOING S0. WE KENOW THA? THE SHRINE
IS NOT EASY TO LOCATE, BUT WOULD IT NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR
ONE OF THE SHIRAZ CONSULATE NATIONALS TO PRY T0 CHECK

ON THE STATE OF THE SHRINE?

4. MITCEELL ALSO CLAIMED THAT THERE FAS BEEN A GOVERNMENT
ANNOUNCEMENT RECENTLY GIVING THE NAMES OF THIRTY BAHA'IS

WHOAREPROSCRIBED FROM LEAVING TRAN AND WITH WHOM NO ONE
IS ALLOWED TO BAVE ANY DEALINGS. ACCORDING TO MITCEELL,
TEE GOVERNMENT, OR PEOPLE CLOSE 70 GOVERNING RELIGIOUS

CIRCLES, ARE IN THE PROCESS OF FABRICATING EVIDENCE
REGARDING SEXDAL MISCONDUCYT, BUSINESS CHEATING, CORRUPTION,
AND INVOLVEMENT WITH THE PREVIOUS REGIME OF BAHA"IS S0

TRAT THEY CAN TEEN BE TRIED BY REVOLUTIONARY COURTS ON
TEESE GROUNDS R;THER THAN FOR BRING BARA'I.

5, ANY INFORMATION TPAT EMBASSY CAN DEVELOP ON SITUATION
ﬂ; BAHA“IS WILL BE APPRECIATED. VANCE

B
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s
oil _
<heicss  SWUM, SOFN. ik - : ;

(Jﬂ!aﬁthct; STATUS OF BAHA®I SHRINE IN SHIEAZ |
(}ﬁlaqrxi'ts}-srarz 241745, (3) TEHRAN 19201 '

e, (¢ = ENTIRE TEXT.) f

GElo.  COKCRESSTONAL OFFICES EAVS BESN FLOODED WITH TELEURAMS
linn [ETTP®S $ROM EASATIS IN THE U,S. CONCERNING THE REPORTED
_|0:STHUCTION OF T8E ab°S MOUST TN SulxaZ, WHICH IS BEING
O51cr3RACTERIZED AS TilY HOLITST SHRINE OF THZ 3AHA1S,

*J4. WE URGENTLY NE©U ALBITIONAL TWFORMATION ON oyls SU3JECT
O YiRom EMAASSY IN OR:TH TD FROVIDE RESFONSES TO NUMEROYUS
lo0: 2175 PROM CONGHFSC.

O la. SINCE SH1RAZ KELIGIOUS ENDOWMENTS OFFICZ OFFICIALS AL- -
wub " ZUGEDLY FAVE BEEN THVOLYLD IN THE RA2ING OF THE BUILDING,
li! MAY BE APPFOPRIATE TO RAISE MATIER WITH MINACHI AND/OR

O 1va701, EXPRESEING Tdi #IDi=SPREAD CONCERN RERE AND THE
o5 arivy EFFECT HAGASSMENT CF LAHA®IS WOULD NECESSAKILY

. |rAvE o THE AMERICAY PUBLTC’S PEKCLPTION OF THE IRANTAN
W I*FEDLUTIOH. ‘
" {5, FT7, THERE dAV: BEEN SCME RUNELINGS AEOUT & SEKATE
G |7 :0LUTIO ON w415 MATTER. WL <HO¥ THE LiANIAN EMBASSY
;LSO HAS BEEY INUNDATED WITH CALLS AND LETTEAS, END FYT.
Jiruce
OIT :
|uu!|#4594-
Y
nll
O
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CONFIDENTIAL
PR RUQMHR #0284 263 **

4651 SEUM, SOPN, IR
DRJECT; BAHA'IS IN IRAN

(MET1 STATE 246627
¥1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT).

’.ﬂ- 12065: GDS 9/29/85 (SWIFT, ELIZABETH A.) OR-P

&§. FMBASSY RECOGNIZES THAT MOUNTING PRESSURE BY BAHAIS
Im US MAY WELL RESULT IN CONGRESSIONAL ACTION IN FORM

OF RESOLUTIONS AND IN DEMANDS THAT EMBASSY OR STATE
TACL SOME ACTION ON BEEALF OF BAHA’I COMMONITY.

3. OF THE MAJOR RELIGIQUS MINORITIES IN IRAN, THE
'"MAKAIS, AS DEPARTMENT XNOWS, ARE THE ONLY GROUP NOT
“MKCOGNIZED OR GIVEN SOME FORM OF OFFICIAL SANCTION BY
r¢0l. BAHA'IS AS YAZDI EAS TOLD CHARGE ARE CONSIDERED

& POLITICAL GROUPING. MAJORITY SHIITE COMMUNITY IN

INAN REGARDS BAEA"IS AS HERITICS WHO ARE OPENLY DESPISED.
(SOMEWHERE BETWEEN A SNAKE AND A COCEROACE IS5 THE

USUAL DESCRIPTION). BAHA"IS FAVORED POSITION UNDER THE
fHAH MEANS THAT MANY ARE SUSPECT BY THAE PGCI AS WELL

POR CORRUPTION QR OTHER ANTI-REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES.

¢. BAHEA'I COMMUNITY IN IRAN IS PERSECUTED TO EXTENT
thAT TEEIR BUILDINGS EAVE BEEN SEIZED, TEEY ARE FEARFUL
0F MEETING OPENLY AND SOME HAVE PROBABLY LOST JOBS OR
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES BECAUSE OF THEIR RELIGION. SOME
WAYE ALSO BEEN JAILED, PROBABLY MORE BECAUSE OF THEIR
FAST CONNECTIONS TO PHE REGIME THAN THEIR RELIGION.

v% HAVE, HOWEVER, HAD NO REPORTS OF BAHA’I BEIN3? KTLLED
AKCFNTLY, ALTHOUZH IF THERE WAS A MOB ATTACK IN SHIRAZ,
¥¥ICH WE TEND TO DOQUBT, WE WOULD NOT DISCOUNT THIS
POSSIBILITY. '

*, MEMBERS OF JEWISH COMMUNITY HERE DEFINITELY FEEL
THAT INTERNATIONAL PRESSURE ON P30I HAS HELPED TO PROTECT
INANIAN JEWISE COMMUNITY. WE WONDER, FOWEVER, WHAT THE
lrrzg¥ WILL 3B CF SIMILAR PRESSURE ON THE PART OF THE
PAIIA IS,

f. ¥CULD APPRECIATE DRPARTMENT CHEC{INS WITH LEADERS OF

CONFIDENTIAL 17
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2013282 SEP 79 CHRGE:
AMFMBASSY TEHRAN APPRV
SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3881 TRFID:

: CLEAR:

$ONPIDENTI AL TEHRAN 18284 TISTR:

BAKA“] COMMUNITY IN US TO SEE THAT THEIR ACTIONS ARE BRINZ
CARREEL OUT AT KFQUEST OF OR WITH 7ZONSENT OF LEADERS (F
BAKA COMMUNITY HERE. LAINGEN
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CONFILENTIAL TEHRAN 172296
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ZNY cCCcCcC 1IH : CLASS: CONFIDENTIA
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PM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN APPRV: CHARGE:LBLA!
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BT CL&=AR: NONE |
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RF s
E.O0. 12865: GDS 9/28/95 (SWIFT, ELIZABETE A.) OR-P :
TAGS: SEUM, SOPN, IR _
SUBJECT: IRANIAN BARA'IS |

SREF: STATE 146627 ( o
81, (¢ - ENTIRE TEXT). e

S2. EMBOFP TALLED WITH NEW ZEALAND AMBASSADOR AUGUSD 22

SRE BAEA’IS. AMBASSADOR FAD TALKED WITE A MEMBER OF .
§BAEA’I LEADERSHIP COUNCIL GEADDEMI (PHON) TWO DAYS A3O. ;
:GHADDEMI SAIT BASA’IS WERE NOT CERTAIN WHO WAS RESPONSISLE _
IPOR DESTRUCTION OF BAB’S HOUSE. LOCAL MULLLAR ON/ABOUT =
SEPT 6 DEMANDED FROM BAHA'IS IN SHIRAZ AND WAS GIVEN

SKEYS SO EE COULD "PROTECT" HOUSE. ON SEPT 8 ACCORDING

PO GHADDEMI, GROUP OF ABOUT 120 MEN, SOME ARMED,

ATTACKED BOUSE WITH EAMMERS AND SPENT ALL DAY SYSTEMATI-

CALLY DEMOLISEING IT.

5. GHADDEMI ALSO TOLD AMBASSADOR HE DID NOT THINX

BAHAIS IN LARGE CITIES WERE IN ANY DAKGER OF LIFE.
SECURITY SITUATION IN RURAL TOWNS FOR BAHA'IS 9¥AS,

HOWEVER, RISL{Y. NO BAEA“IS HAVE BEEN YILLEL RECENTLYS
BAHA'L ﬁkﬂPERTI AND COMPANIES HAVE BEEN CONFISCATED

ANT SOME BAHA®IS HAVE BEEN JAILED ON WdAT CHADDEMI CALLED
TRUMPED UP CHARGES. ABOUT 162 BAHA"IS HAVE BEEN LCISMISSED
FROM GOVERNMENT SERVICE.

4. GHADDEMI APPARENTLY AGREED WITH AMBASSADCR THAT
NEW ZEALAND  EMBASSY INTERVENTION IN TEHRAN MIZHT NOT
BE HELPFUL BUT wAS LEFINITELY INTERESTED IN STIRRING
UP INTERNATIONAL INTEREST IN BAHA'IS. GHADDEMI SAID
BAHA IS EAVE SENT MANY LETTFRS TO PRIME MINISTER
BAZARGAN BOT THEY HAD BREEN IGNORED. TAINGEN

BT

#2286
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
&

Washington, 0.0, 20520 ( | ?-(-’
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\{ i{/) {;15 ¢ ii}?

October 3, 1979

QFFICIAL-INEFORMAL

INFORMAL \
CONFIDENTIAL b(\}\/ ’ \

Ms. Ann Swift
Ppolitical Officer
American Embassy
Tehran, Iran

Dear Ann:

Thanks -- as I leave for NYC meeting =-- for
your letter of September 23. You all have done good
work on the Baha'i question and it has enabled us to
satisfy our many callers from the Hill and within the
American Baha'i community., It is strange that the
press has paid virtually no attention and the Con-
gressional interest has seemed perfunctory =-- compared
to past experiences.

A1l of us here and others around the town are
deeply appreciative for the fine work POL is producing,
It has been a long time since Embassy Tehran had such
a competent political section. (Stop preening and
start sending us memcons.) '

Tell your Farsi cclleagues on the front lines
we stand behind them.

Sincerely,

p=We

Henry Precht

CONFIDENTIAL

GDS 10/3785
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE "7 k 13

washingten, O.C. 20520
R

FFICIAL-INFORMAL
CONFIDENTIAL

October 11, 1979

Ms, Ann Swift
Political Officer
American Embassy
Tehran

Dear Ann:

Henry has already answered your letter on the

Baha'is, but I want to follow-up on it with a few
lines. First of all let me echo Henry's praise
for current reporting by the political section.
I hope that you, toc, will socon have a chance to
do some traveling in Iran and that the section as
a whole will take every opportunity that presents
itself for taking the political pulse of the pro-
vinces.

/ On the Baha'is, I am sending along copies of

some documents that we have received from the Baha'i
National Assembly here. The paper put out in Switzer-
land is in fact one prepared by Reverend Bob Pryor.
He carried it to Switzerland in July after discussions
with Victor and me about the subject. His role should,

of course, be kept quiet.

I note in the New Zealand Ambassador's cable that
you sent us a copy of, that Ghadimi had fully accepted
the suggestion of the New Zealand and British Ambassadors
that a coordinated and well publicized campaign of pro-
test ‘from Baha'i communities around the world could be
useful. While I do not bhelieve that we should get into
the business of suggesting to Ghadimi what to do, we
should continue to make sure that we are fully informed
about the views and plans of the Baha'is in Iran.
Therefore, we would urge you and Victor to keep in
touch with Ghadimi. .

CONFIDENTIAL
GDS 10/11/8%
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CONF IDENTIAL

As a final point, let me alert you that yesterday
the Head of the Assyrian Church had a meeting with the
Vice President. We do not have a report yet on what
transpired, but it would not surprise me if you were
asked to report on the Assyrian situation.

With the very best of regards to all of you,

Sincerely,

PR

Carl Clement
Deputy Directer
Office of Iranian Affairs

Enclosure.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
]
MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS: Iraj Farnoush, Recruiter, Iran Electronics
Industries

Sandra L. Mendyk, Vice Consul, Shiraz

i
NDATE & PLACE: MNovember 2, 1978, Shiraz

SUUBJECT & Religious Intolerance in lIran
NTISTRIBUTION: AMB/DCM INR/RNA/SOA for ORDA/SOA

POL NEA/IRM :

POL/M INR/RENA

ECON

OR Amconsul SHIRAZ 3

SIS Amconsul ISFAHAN

CONS Amconsul TABRIZ

Mr. Farnoush is one of several members of Shiraz's Jewish
community who have recently inguired about immigraticn to
the United States at the Consulate in Shiraz. After nine
years of study in the United States, Mr. Farnoush returned
to Iran to accept what he terms a very gcod j0b at Iran
Electronics Industries. When asked why he wishes to leave
Iran, he replied that as a member of a religious minority
the future here looks grim. He asked if there weren't
some provision of United States immigration law which
permitted members of persecuted religious groups to obtain
immigrant visas more easily than the average applicant.

e stated Shiraz's Jewish population of approximately
10,000 is extremely nervous about recent manifestations of
religions intolerance in Iran by Moslem fundamentalists,

a group he described as volatile and unpredictable. Es-
pecially concerned are older Jews who still remember the

holocaust of the World War II period.

Mr. Farnoush noted that though religious discrimination
is less overt in Shiraz than in certain other cities in
Iran, it still exists. For example, his sister, & nurse
at Nemazi Hospital in Shiraz, has learned that a petition
is being circulated by Moslem fundamentalists demanding
Jewish and Bahai employees of the hospital be fired.

CONFIDENTIAL
23



CONFIDENTIAL

e said some Jews here are talking of emigration to Israel,
while others are looking to the United States as a safe-
haven. He stated a substantial group, however, hasn't this
option because of binding ties in Iran. Those, for example,
whose wealth is tied up in land have found no buyers for
their properties. For them there appears no alternative
but to ride out Iran's present social and political crises

and hope for the best.

SLMendyk; slm; 11/5/78

CONFIDENTIAL
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CTr STATUS OF MIKQRITY GROUPS

') BEST QF EMBASSY®S INOWLELIE THERE HAVE EEFN NO MORE
T SPECIFIC ATTACIS ON BAFAIS OR OTHEIR MINORITIES
AR TO THE LOOTING ANI DESTRUCTION OF BAHAI PROPEERTIES

AF0S] CHRON/15

TCCX PLACT IN SEIRAZ ON TEC 13 (TEHRAN 12342). NCR HAVE

CHNED BAMCS OR SIMILAR INSTITUTIONS BEEN TARZETS OF
FIC ATYACK AS THEY HAT REEIN IN BFZINNING OF TROUBLES .
MONTHS AG0. «E HAVF HEARD NC RECENT STQRIES OF
UCTION OF JEWISH SEOPS OR HOMES IN PROVINCIAL CITIES.

TYERTHELESS, MINCRITIES SAVE NOT BEEN EXEMPTFT FROM

3 TFEIR XNOCKX3 ALONG ¥ITH OTHER FORTIONS OF ?CFULATION,

OR A VARIETY CF REASCNS THEY ARE SCAREIr. SCME (JEWS)
HEARD DARZ TALES OF ECw BAD TFIN3S WZRE BFFORE THE
VIS, CTRERS fPAHAIS) FEAR A XHOMEINI VICTORY WILL:
PCGROMS AIMEL AT PEOPLE LIXE THEMSFIVFS. TEE |
{ANS ARE {EEPING A LOw PROFILE SINCE BFAVINT RECEIVED
FTS THREATING ILTATH T0O PEOPLE WHO COOPERATE WITH

S REGIME. ATTENDAKCE AT CHURCHES HAS DROPPED CONSI-
LY. ZOROASTRIANS ARE ALSO WORRIED. ALL MINORITIES
TEE UNXNOWN IF TEE SHAH IEPARTS ~- ANL MOST SEE HIS
TURE EAND-WRITTEN ON THE WALL.

CCORCING TO THE UNOFTFICIAL ISRAELI MISSICN HERE,
2-1¢,0¢¢ JEWS HAVE LEFT THT COUNTRY, LEAVING &
*ITY OF 70,000 OR 50. SPOT CHECIS OF NIV ISSUANCE
"SULATE 1N EARLY NOVEMBER FCUND MINCRITY APPLICANTS
"G AT 3U-40 PERCENT OF TOTAL, WITH JEWS MAXING UP
MAJORITY CF THCSE MINCRITY APPLICANTS. THESY PER-
SES APFEAR TO BE SUESIDING SOMEWHAT IN . JANUARY, AND
=SUMPTION IS THAT MOST QF TH0SE WHO WERE SCARED
7 BY EVENTS LEALING. UP TQ ASHURA TQ GO HAVE ALREADY
AST GCTTEN TEEIR VIfaS. A NUMEER OF JE¥WS WITH
FSSES EERE ARE TRAVELING TO U.S. OR ELSEWHYRE TO
OUT TEF FOSSIRILITIES ON TEE GROUNI RUT RETURNING
"2 TAEIR PUSINESSES FOR THE TIME BEINGZ. MANY QTHESRS
JPSE EAVE NCWHERE TC GC ANL NC MOVABLZ ¥WEALTHE 70
ATE FLSEWHERY WITH. TEZIIR ONLY OPTION IS T0 XEEF
AFADS DOwN.

YI: WEEN A REFREEINTATIVY OF wORLD JEWRT FROM FERANCE
P2 THY AMEASSADPOR ON CUICYZ FACT-FIKDING TRIP A FIW
L3C, TE FVPEASIZET THE EESIEE CF JEWS TC SPAY IN
EEPRISENTATIVYES OF ISRAFTLI MISSION HERT, ON THY
SANT, Eﬁﬂn TC EMPEASIZE IN TA®IR CONVERSATIONS THE
T3 OF TaN3TR #HICE ART LTADING JEWS TC E™IGRATE.
£ LOT OF J5¥S GO FIRST TO ISEBAEL A.D THIN FIND IT
JULT TC GET VISAS FCR TEE U.5. CR GO ELSEVFRERE. WE
. [F TEERE MIZET NOT 3% AN ZLEMENT OF POLICY IANVOLVED

CONFITENTTIA L]
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CONFIDENRTTI AL

IN TEE ISRAELI MISSION'S RELATIYE ALARMISM ABOUT THE
SITUATION HEF:E, THIS IS ZSPECIALLY TRUE IF ONE COMSIDERS

TPAT MCST .CF TYE JEWS WHC MANAGE TC <LEAVE ARE MIITLE~CIASS
PEOPLE WITH S{ILLS AND SOME FINANCIAL MEANS, THE TYPES OF

IMMIGRANTS ISHAEL HAS LONG REFN ATTEMPTING TC ATTRACT. _

END FYI SULLIVAN '
BET
- RO3TE

" KNNN
CONFTITDENTIA,
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$22218Z JAN 79 § 2240 2 §1¢ 00135

Bt CSTATE WASHDC
AHEIMBASSY TEHRAN IHHEDIATE 9777 ACTION;

1 CONS 3
ONFIDENTI AL STATE 017534 ﬂ’s INFO;

B8.,0. 12965 @DS 1/22/85 (PRECHT, HENRY) : 2:3 :
A8 cvis, IR - B - : 5 GAM

SMWJEICT: CONTINUING CONCERN FOR SAFETY OF IRANIAN JEWS
€8) ENTIRE TEXT'

« AROUP OF IRANIAN=-AMERICAN JEWS CALLED TODAY ON NEA/IRN
& 'DISCUSS STEPS THAT WE MIGHT TAKE TO ASSIST IRANIAN JEWS.
€Y IMMEDIATELY AGREED WITH US THAT ANY PUBLIC MOVES

QOULD HAVE THE COUNTEREFFECT OF JEOPARDIZING THE WELL BEING

OF THE COMMUNITY IN IRAN. WE ASSURED VISITORS THAT WE WERE

MAEPING STATUS OF IRANIAN JEWS UNDER CONTINUING REVIEW AND

INAT EMBASSY WAS REPORTING FREQUENTLY. WE GAVE THEM A

::li; RUNDOWN ON LARGE NUMBERS OF ._IEHS WHO WERE HEB:IFIHE
BAG,

,l; WE PROMISED TO muss WITH THE EMBASSY TWO STEPS THAT IT
GHT CONSIDER IN ISSUANCE OF VISAS. FIRST, WE AGREED
IMAT UNLESS EMBASSY OBJECTED I-20 FORMS COULD BE SENT TO
INE CONSULATE DIRECTLY TO CONGEN GOELZ OR VIA NEA/IRN,
CONSULATE WOULD MAINTAIN THESE PAPERS ON FILE UNTIL APPLI-
CANTS CALLED. SECONDLY, WE SAID WE wOULD SUGGEST THAT
MUASSY CONSIDER NOTATIONS IT MADE ON VISAS WHICH I& EFFECT
MECLUDE VISITORS FROM CHANGING THEIR STATUS (FOR EXAMPLE,
JEWISH STUDENTS WHO RECEIVE A B-2 VISA WITH A NOTATION THAT
#TAIUS CANNOT BE CHANGED FIND IT DIFFICULT TO CONTINUE THEIR
\"UDIES HERE AND AT THE SAME TIME FIND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO
RETURN TO IRANY. WE ARE REPORTING THIS CONVERSATION
¥WITHOUT ANY INTENTION OF INTERFERING WITH VISA OPERATIONS.
SUGGEST, HOWEVER, THAT THE EMBASSY REVIEW ITS OPERA=-
JONS TO ASSURE THAT THE CONCERN OF JEWISH GROUPS FOR THE
PETY OF THEIR COMMUNITY IS nFPRnPﬂIATELY REFLECTED IN'
ASSY REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES.

. IN ADDITION, WE ARE WORKING WITH INS WITH A VIEW TO
TAINING FOR IRANIANS THE SAME KIND OF LIBERALIZED -
OCEDURES THAT WERE IN EFFECT FOR LEBANESE DURING THAT
1815. VANCE -
o CONFIDENTIAL ,
1%33a ] T i 2 i
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TO AMEMBASSY TEHRAN IMMEDIATE 2282 NTY.
BT

CONFIDENTI AL STATE 119243
E.O. 12065 GDS, 5/10/85 (GREENE, MYLES)

TAGS: SKUM, IR |

SBJCT3  STATUS OF JEWISH COMMUNITY (C) ENTIRE TEXT

l. PROMINENT MEMBER OF LOS ANGELES JEWISH COMMUNITY,

OSIAS G. GOREN, HAS CALLED ASSISTANT SECRETARY DERIAN ABOUT

FORMER'S UNDERSTANDING OF RAPIDLY DETERIORATING STATUS OF
TEHRAN JEWISH COMMUNITY., LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY HAS REPORT
BY TELEPHONE FROM TEHRAM, FOLLOWING ELGHANIAN EXECUTION,
THAT MANY MEMBERS OF TEHRAN JEWISHK COMMUNITY BEING PICKED
UP AND ENTIRE COMMUNITY IS IN DANGER., APPEAL TO ASSISTANT
SECRETARY WAS FOR IMMEDIATE USG ACTION.

2« IN LATER CONVERSATION, GOREN TOLD DEPOFF HE COULD NOT
DISCLOSE NAME OF THE TEHRAN JEW WHO HAD REPORTED THE MANY
ARRESTS SINCE ELGHANIAN EXECUTION, GOREN DID SAY HE
WOULD HAVE FURTHER TELEPHONE CONTACTS WITH THE TEHRAN
SOURCE AND IT WOULD BE USEFUL IF LATTER COULD CONTACT
SOMEONE [N EMBASSY. DEPOFF GAVE NAME OF JOHN STEMPEL.

3, PENDING ANY CONTACT BETWEEN STEMPEL AND UNNAMED TEHRAN
SOURCE OF THESE REPORTS, APPRECIATE IMMEDIATE REPORT CN
JEWISH COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENTS FOLLOWING ELGHANIAN EXECU-
TION, FOLLOWING IS LIST OF JEWS SAID TO BE IN DEIEHIIQE{

== KHALIL NAHAI = BUSINESSHAN

== MORAD DANIEL-POUR = NEPHEW CF LOTFALLAH HAY, EX-MAJLIS
MEMBER

-- MR, COHEN =CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
WOLLEL BONEH, ISRAELI FIRM

== YUSSUF COHEN

-~ KHAMNBABA SHIRAZI
-- PARVIZ HAY - BELIEVED TO BE PERSON IN GREATEST DANGER

== ALBERT DANIELFPOUR
== RON HABIB (SPELLING)
-= MR, KUKENOUR (SPELLING)

-~ MR. ARGALE (SPELLING)

4, HAVE ADDITIONAL PERSONS BEEN ARRESTED SINCE ELGHANIAN
EXECUTICON? ARE THERE SIGNIFICANT NEW DEVELOPMENTS INVOLV=-
ING OTHER RELIGIOUS MINORITIES? WHAT 15 REACTION OF PGOI
TO FOREIGN OUTCRY OVER ELGHANIAN EXECUTION?

5. WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM WHITE HOUSE, CONGRESS, AND THE
PUBLIC STATEMENTS OF INTENSE CONCERN ABQUT STAIUs OF
IRANIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY. PLEASE SLUG REPLY FOR WHITE
HOUSE AND Ds  VANCE

BT
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| fanrn, SEUM, IR

goNSTrCT!: IRANIAN JEWS | Zig

]

f. (€ = ENTIRE TEXT)

x WE WOULD APPRECIATE TMBASSY’S EfST INFORMATION OR
bYicr ON FOLLOWING QUFSTIONS WHICH HAVE BFEN RAISED BY A

T EMBER OF CONCRESS, |

v STATUS OF YUSSUF COHEN. IT IS QUR UNDERSTANDING THAT
OREX IS A FORMER MAJLIS MEMBER WEO IS PRESENTLY UNDZR
FTENTION, WE HAVE ASYED IRANIAN EMBASSY HERE; THEY WERR
MABLE TO PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION AFTER CONTACT WITF TEE
REIGN MINISTRY. 1IF BE IS UNDER DETENTION, WHAT ARE THE

@PARCES ACAINST FIM AND WHEN WAS HE DETAINED?

. ARv THERE ANY GENERAL OR SPECIFIC RESTRICTIONS WFRICH
Ll PREVENT RELATIVES OF HARIB ELGEANIAN FROM LEAVING
IEEHT SPECIPICALLY WE HAVE 2EEN ASKED AROUT HIS SON,
RIDOUN,~AND DAUGETER IN LAY ELIANI, AND NEPHEW
AREMARZ. WE WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE EMBASSY’S
AMMENDATIONS WEETHER A LETTER FROM MEMBER OF CONGRESS
ING TRAT TEEY BE PERMITTED TO LEAVE IRAN WoULD BE
RFYUL, ONE SUGGESTION IS THAT LETTER BE ADDRESSED TO
EROMEINI AND CONTAIN GENERAL PLTA ON BEHEALF OF IRANIAN

Rl

|
:. ¥F ARE PARTICULARLY GRATEFUL FOR TYCELLENT EMBASSY
.l ORTING ON STATUS OF IRANIAN JEWS, JEWISE LEADERS

' EUBERS OF CONGRESS FAVE BEEN ESPECIALLY APPRE-
TIVE FOR INFORMATION WEICH WE BAVE REGULARLY CONVEYED

90 TRAFM, PLTASE CONTINUE TO REPORT IN FULL DETAIL.  TANCE

s
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&, o UAUT MAD SEYER AL CORVERSATIONS WITH TSRANLI
W ] A0S AT SYITUATIAON OF ATV 1IN TRAN, ALL OF YHICH
Boeroto TUAT THE A0O1 ¥AS VERY LIMITED T14FCRMATION, .
- 1N NRMATIAN TR BLINR OBTAINED FRGY IRAVELLTREY
B or T IRA-CHUNTRY DIFLOMATS, AND TVEN- TRON TELFPHONE
$o00 & tiem anph, ouT SYFRYTHIEG THEEY ARE RECEIVING
%0« T Th REEXTREMELY THETCHY. S b
| Vo
4, ANpRON A%MIT, DEPUTY DIRCCTOR CENERAL NF THE
STty OF ARSORPTIAN, TOLD U5 THAT M!S MINISTRY
SR QT ALl Y KO TMFORMATION OM THE GUREIMT SITUATION
R RAS TR JFHE, EATY BAFAFL KPTLOWITZ, HEAD OF THT
W [ CST IR AND ARSOPPTION DEPARTMEMNT OF TH: JEUVISH
10y, BN ONORAM SHART, OF THT mMFA*S MIDDLT FaST
P10, 'AID THEY WERF VERY wORRIRD, AS #a% THE
Sy PR DY AN EITY TN OIRAM ITSELF.  rOTLOWITZ SaATID THAT
¥ LA AFRATD THAT THE FLOGHANIAY FXICUTION 4waS NOT AN
P D AL CASE AND TUAT OTHER J5wE ART BETHG HELD AS
W TAED.  SHANTy WHO EPENT TWO_YEARS AT _TYC JSRAXLZ
CorInE TN TEHP AN AMD RETURNED HERY aFOUT SIX MORThH.
oo AID TWAT HE FEaP I HOT €0 MucH FUITHE® SXECUTIONS
A ERTRAL NETERIOPATION OF THE POCITIOY OF THE
LN (OMYINTITY,  SHANYT SAID THAT, ALTHOUSH THE SITua-
P 0F THE JFwS 1IN IRAN WAS OUTHARDLY COMFORTARLE
“hop THE Shal, THERE WAS AN UUDERLYTMR RESTNTMUNT,
. ESPFCIALLY M'CNB TH: POCR AND RURAL

wavepn . WRICH DMDER THD PRFESENT CIRCUNSTANCES COULD
A FTY AT TMTA W EYT OARTT ARAATHMET ITWS.
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4. VOTH O ACRERD TdHAT L2048 HOT CN THR ghaly LIST (WHLICH
TYE . AFARD HASZ S MeNY 25 8,301 HFAFELS, 7S AND NON-
JIWCY RRE AZLE TO LEAVS IPAJ, gliT XSTLOWITZ LUTED
THAT SGaLY AFOLT Al AV2xpBE OF 25 A DAY Adc ARADIVIKE
o In ALL TN TL*“HTERT»HEEIDE”T ¢ TGUNIST VISNG.
Y ‘S HAD EbVWEN E“Tiﬁhaﬂ Ta IRsN FReUM "ISRaTL TO LOGK
e FT EEIH PERSORAL ZCQWOMIC INTRESTS, SHAN]

V3T TED THE KLMLFR Qi JIWISH PHISORERE IN IRGN

(T .5t noRE THaN THG, T RUKURE FUT THE NUM3ER £T

favw SURE BETWECEL FOGUR r3D TWO HUNDAED.

.5 gnh”:z ‘I!A = - % e B A © g
IR A 'é JEWISS Ly YR 1CHEHW'3J vl RHEGRE “FH‘“ .
Si0 - OF INDIGHTIoN FUGM OUTSILE wEAIAST IRAYIpN TRET=-
2EANT GF JFWS AND OTHER iIhﬁHITIM-. SEv=h*L OTHERS HAVE
e KESESRVE FeR THE 1IME EFING. KOSTLCGUITZ HIRSELF
Favir.D PROTOSTE ACALLST THE 47 heRAL CIMDUCT GF THE
IRALTIANY COVERNWMENT , To¥a, SUMNERY TRTALS edD ERECUTIONE,
WIT::m ¥ CITING !'ADIVELIAL CAZES, SEaRT THOUGWT THAT
1T INISY Y we TEANERT WHO WERE w01 FORWEALY SUPFORTRERS
LUF T. SHAK, £S5 WELL A" PREZSS CRITICIGEM, hips A FAVORAZLE
L“?‘LHTIUL IﬂPﬂLT U Tz IRANIew RoiGIri. CRITICISK N
SHO,LN 3Z BASED On CURLANT DEVELOFMEANTS AND THL SITUATION

SHO' 1L SE REVIEW:D P:PR TODICALLY.,

e ACH OF O IRTERLGLCUTORE CMPHASIZED GOIS LACK OF
I4F 0 ATION @D EXPRESED THE DESIRE To COAINUE EXCHANGE
AF . ORMATION 1& THE FUTURE. LEVIS
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1. {0 = LNTICY Teir: ASPORTING MeS3ice:

S FUMMARY:  POL Cor«S MED WITE TAHI SUSDFAT AND SON
o il Jumw L AND salLED WITH 4IM QUESTIONS IN WIPTEL.
rn SLMMARY .

. BAGEL SEQOFAT S.0D THAT Ex »¥LI-VEE TiAY CnlY
L LANTANTS Iﬁﬂﬂhlﬂfﬁ FARMTLY Me™r:HS neHaliN IN TRAM.

. LSO SalD raaT vT APLISVES TLAD THEY HAWE BEDRN UNATLE
PRl 6 ?zﬂaﬂ LTHUOUSl HE CLULD HOT CONFLSM TUAT
P 1pD TUFN PRIZL STNO0E HE LA NCT HAD DTRECT CON-
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STLT TG DRTEMIN: RIS ARD WIFR’3 PRECYIST SITLATION,

y 3 .i selb WEAT JF NG HIs FPalaal iﬂULH TxY T2 EsTAHRLIGY

Svro 16D QF INDIRMC] CONTATT, THE EBLGEAXIANS APPARENTLY
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Miint BE MEING JETAIMED BUT COULD NOT CONPIRM 1P, A

Hu#. 2R OF QTHERS INCIUDING A MR, MALAMET WERE WANTED,

BUT APPARENM™,Y RAD FR.UDED ARPRST SO PAK, THEY MAY BAVT

[ EVeN GOTTEN OUT OF IRAN. HT SAID THA™ THERE HAD PREIN NO

/ } RECUNT. AREESTS THAT “% WAS AWARE OP. DAVID SHOOFAT SAID

| THAT PARYVIZ HAL IS YOUNG (ABOUT 25) AND TO THE .BEST OF HIS
KNOYLEDGE THE ONLY MIMBER OF HIS TAMILY STILL IN IRAN.

HE SAID THA® YOUNG HA! IS SLISHTLY R?TRRDED AND PROLABLY

EAS LITTLE UNDERSTANDING OF Wiia? HE IS CHAAGEL WIYH.

ASTUZ FROM HE AND DANISLFOUR, THT OTHER JEWS EITTYR UNDER

AF...IST OR BEING SOUGET ARE CHARSED JITH ECONOMIC oRIMES

RAY.ER THAN BEING ISiAXLI ACENTS, AS IN TES CASE OF Tu®

FO.-ZR TWO MEN, BOTH SHOOFATS SAID TdAT IT IS DIFFICJLY

TG KOV THE SITUATION OUTSIDE TERRAX. :

F. RABBYI SHOOFAT’S ZSTIMATE OF THE WUMBER OF Jews &40
HAVY DEPARTED IRAN IS CONSIDERABLY LOSER THAN OUR RSTIMATE
07 #2,229 %0 Z5,P20. HBE THOUGHT IT WIGKHT HE KD HIGHEAR

| THah 12,200, ALTHOUSH AGAIN, HE SAID, IT IS DIPPICULT 79
)oY SKNUW BO¥W MANY MICHT EAVE LEFY FROM JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN
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,EI 5. IN 5UM, TEE SHOOFATS® PRIMARY MESSAGE VAS THAT THERE
uil AHY SOME @AYS THR U.S. CAN HILP IRANIAN JEZWS PUT THAT A
“g] PULLICITY CAMPAISN, WHUETHYR IN THE PALSS OR IN TRE U.S.
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| CONFIDENTIAL TIRRAN 7234/1

DE RUQMFR ¢7@34/01 12 %= f
INT CCCCC 724 CLASS: CONPIDTNI IALj

R #8@4587 JUL 79 SH-GE: STATE 7/6/79
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN APPRY: CHAR3F:1LBLAl
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASADC 2483 DRF™D: POL:VLTOMSETS
INPO RUEHTY /AMEMBASSY TFL AVIV @251 CLEAR: TCON/RBASH |
BT PISTR: POL-3 CHG ECi
CONTFIDENTTI AL TERRAN 27834/1 ICA RF CHRON:

E.Q0. 12065: GDpS 7/6/85 {TOMSETH, V.L.) OR-~P
TAGS: PINS, SHUM, S0CI, IR, EFIN
SUBJECT: IRANIAN JEVWS AND ECONOMIC MATTERS

2. SUMMARY: THE POLLOWING INYORMATION WAS DERIVED FROM

CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN EMBOFFS SXUD AND RICHARDSON AND A
SNOMBER OF JEWISH (AND IN ONE INSTANGE AN ARMENIAN) BUSINESS-
ZMEN. THESE CONVERSATIONS REFLECT THE CONTINUING CONCERN OF
£ IRANIAN JEWS AND ALSQ PROVIDE INSIGHTS TO CERTAIN ECONOMIC
%PHEHOHEH& IN TODAY'S IRAN. END SUMMARY.

B
%%, ONE JEWISHE CARPET MERCEANT SX0D TALKEED TO JUNE 29 COM-
%PLLIHED ABOUT YHE SITUATION AS IT AFFECTS HIS COMMUNITY AND
¥MADE A FEW RUDE REMARKS ABOUT XHOMEINI. HE WANTED TO ENOW
IWHEN TEE EMBASSY’S VISA SECTION WwOULD REOPEN. WHEN HE WAS
§TnLn PHAT IT VOULD RE AWHILE YET, HE ASKED IF¥ HE COULD
SAPPLY FOR A VISA IN EUGROPE AND WHAT HIS CHANCES WOULD BE
;nr GETTING ONE IF HE DID.

4, ANOTHER JEWISH CARPET MERCEANT TOLD SEUD TO HURRY BACK
NEXT WEBL IF¥ HE WAS SBRIOUS ABOOT BUYING SOMETEING BECAUSE
HE WOULL BE LEAVING FOR CALIFORNIA WITHIN TWCO ¥WEEXS. BHE
ALSO 5AID TEAT, YEILE PRICES FOR TRIBAL CARPETS WERE
DECLINING, THE PRICES FOR THE FINER 5ILI CARPETS HAD
INCREASED SHARPLY. THE APPARENT REASON FOR THIS WAS THAT
THE CARPETS COULD BE USED AS A MEANS OF EXPATRIATING
CAPITAL IN CONTRAVENTION OF RESTRICTIVE FOREIGN EXCHANGE
CONTROLS.

5. SYUD ALSO TALKED TO A JEWISH MONEY CHANGER. THE BOYING
RATE FOR DOLLARS THAT DAY HAD REACHED A NEW HIGH OF 120
RIALS. THE MONEY CHANGER SAID THAT HE HAD & DAUGHTER IN
ISRAEL AND TWO SCHOOL-AGED SONS IN ALAMENDA, CALIFORNIA.
HE HAD JUST RETURNED FROM AN EARLY MORNING VISIT TO0 TEE
TELEPHONT OFFICE 70 CALL HIS DAUGHTER. HE SAID IT WAS NO
LONGER POSSIBLE TO CALL I[SRAEL FROM PRIVATE PHONES. HE
HAD ENCOUNTERED NO DIFFICULTIES AT THE TELEPHONE QFFICE,
BUT HAD BEEN REQUESTED TQ SPEAZ IN FARSI-——NOT ENGLISE OR
HEBHKEW (PRESUMABLY TO MAKE THE WORK OF ISLAMIC EAVES-
DROPPERS EASIER). ‘

6. THE MONEY CHANGER PROUDLY DISPLAYED A COPY OF AN
ALAMEDA PAPER FEATURING A FRONT PAGE STORY ABOUT KIS TWO
SONS, AGES 13 AND 17 WHO WERE "SEEKING REFUGE FROM A
TRCUBLED IRAN.  AS SOON AS HE CAN SETTLE BIS AFFAIRS IN

IRANG| BE TOLD SXUD, HE, HIS WIFE AND REMAINING DAUGHTER i
PLAM XO VISIT ISRAEL AND THEN MQOVE ON 70 THE U.5. TO :

CONFIDENTI AL TEHRAN 77234/1
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SETTLE.

7. DURING THE CCURST OF SiUD"S CONVERSATION WITH THE
MONEY CHANGER, AN ARMENIAN ACQUAINTANCE CONNECTED WITH

THE BANE OF IRAN AND THE MIDDLE EAST DROPPED IN TO SAY
HELLO. DISCUSSION TURMED TO THE SEYROCKETING VALUE QF

THE DOLLAR. THE ARMENIAN'S WIFE (RESIDENT IN THE 0.S5.)
HAD ASKED HIM TO WITHDRAW HER RIAL DEPOSITS, BUT EXCHANIE
RESTEICTIONS ANI THE HIGH FREE MAREET RATE HAD SO FAR PRE-
VENTED HIM FROM CONVERTING HER RIALS TO DOLLARS.

2., HE SAID THE BANKS HAD BEEN DELUGED BY PEOPLE SEEKING
T0 BUY FOREIGN CURRENCY. REGULATIONS LIMITED SALES FOR
NON~COMMERCIAL PURPOSES TO $3,20¢.0@, AND ONLY PERSONS
BOLTCING VALIL PASSPORTS, EXIT STAMPS AND AIRLINE TICKETS
WERE ELIGIBLE TO BUY. NOT ALL PORCHASERS WERE BONA TFIDE
TRAVELERS, EOWEIVER. THE DIFFERENCE IN THE OFFICIAL SELLING
ERATE sva.ea RIALS) AND THE FREE MARTET BUTING RATE (129
SRIALS) ENCOURAGED BRIBES TO BANY EMPLOYEES TO NEGLECT TO
{STAMP PASSPORTS OF EXCEANGE PURCHASERS, THUS ENABLING THEM
70 WORK THE SCAM AGAIN. THE BANK OFFICIAL SAID THAT THE
YPOSSIBILIPY OF CLOSING THE FREE MARKET DOWN HAD BEEN DIS-—
ScUSSED (RUMORS TO THIS EFFECT SUBSEQUENTLY DROVE THE PRICE
ZOF FOREIGN EXCHANGE ON THE FREE MARZET DOWN SOMEWHAT), BUT
¢ADDED THAT NO ACTION HAD YET BEEN TAXEN. THE MONEY CHANGER
:OPINED TEAT TEZ PGOI WAS ALLOWING TEE RACKET T0 30 ON TO
%x:nr PEOPLE OFF THE STREETS.

.9. TEE BANE OFFICIAL BRIEFLY DISCUSSED THE RECENT BANK
;NATIONALIZATION. HE SAID THERE SHOULD NO LONGER BE ANY
REAL COMPETITION AND THE ATTITUDE TOWARD CUSTOMERS WOULD
CONSEQUENTLY CHANGE. 1IN THE PAST, EE SAID, BANX EMPLOTEES
HAD BEEN POLITF TO THE PUBLIC AND THE BANKS OFFERED
COMPETITIVE TERMS TO ATTRACT BOSINESS. HE DID NOT EXPECT
THIS TO CONTINUE TO BE THE CASE.

18, A JEWISH ACQUAINTANCE OF RICHARDSON'S, A MEMBER OF THE
EOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE CARPET EIPORTERS ASSOCGIATION
(PROTEGT), RECENTLY TOLD HIM THAT MEMBERSHIP CURRENTLY
CONSTISTED QF FIVE JEWS, ONE AEMENIAN AND 19 MUSLIMS. THESE

. PEOPLE HAD BEEN ELECTED BY THE MEMBERSHIP AT THET LAST

237
#7034

- L CESERTRERVTRTT - T FREEINVRRATET

GENERAL ELECTION {WHICH IS HELD ONCT® EVERY THREE YEARS).
NOT LONG AGO, HOWEVER, & PETITION WAS SUBMITTED TO THE
CEAMBER OF COMMERCE COMPLAINING THAT WHEREAS ONE JR¥ IS

SUFFICIENT FOR PARLIAMENT, THERT ARE FIVE ON THE EXPORTERS
BOARD, AS A RESULT, NEW ELECTIONS ARE 70 BE CALLED, AND
RICEARDSON’S CONTACT EXPECTS JEWISH REPRESENTATION TO FALL
;g A SINGLE MEMBER. LAINZEN

#7034
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- JORLIGN OFFICE NGRDIC AV¥A1#3 OfPICEE VON STASELBERG
¢ UG SONE DaTAILS On SGHATIT'S JULY 12 VISI? TO OSLO
B of BUPPLEMZNY OSLOS REPOSHT (KESTEL).

o LVALBARD, HORLLT SAID TuE SITUATION IN THE NORTH
wr o SUTLL CRITICAL, CAUSIHNG 7%k NORWSGIANS SOME CONCERN.
Wy L1 PROMISHY SCHMIDT THAT RO4WAY WILL DFPLND ITS
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5?'“Iﬂ? REPORYED THAT {WKISYY AND BE:
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- 4%%8 LLP SQP Tk JT

T . TTERATAT DAY APPAFENTLY AGHEED TO DO WHAT EE COULD 70

f. OIL. OPRKGLEANE SAID TAAP SCHMIDT LYPRAECSLD FLS
Lo PPINESS WITH TEE ®HIGH PRICE OF NORWEGIAN OIL.
Woe LD WOTED THAT IT WAS A MATTIE CONCRUING FPRIVATLE
Clo FORATIONS AND TH0 FREE MERXET, £E ADIED, LOWEVXQ
i _E WOULD SES ¥E:T AE CONLD DO TO MODKKATE THE 0L
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gi. (C ~ ENTIRE TRIT)

22+ DEPARTMENT APPRRCIATES BMBASSY’S CANDID VIEWS ON

“ SITUATION IN TRAN, DEPARTMENT CANNOT AGREE, HOWEVER,
WITH EMBASSY SUGGESTION THAT POLICY ENUNCIATED IN STATE
35557 BB RESCINDED IMMEDIATELY. THAT POLICY WAS CARE-
FULLY TORMULATED AND BASED ON PRECEDENTS SET BY POLICIES
APPLIED IN REGARD TO APPLICANTS FROM OTEER TROUBLED AREAS,
SUCH AS LEBANON. AS THE EMBASSY IS5 AVARE, THE POLICY
HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND REAFFIRMED SEVERAL TIMES. WE PLAN
TO REVIEW THE POLICY AGAIN IN OCTOBER AND WILL TAKE
EMBASSY S YIEWS INTO ACCOUNT.

5. IT SHOULD BE EEPT IN MIND THAT THE UNDERLYING BASIS
FOR THE POLICY EAS RELEVANCE NOT ONLY TO BONA PIDES OF
YISA APPLICANTS, BUT ALS0 T0 THR STATUS OF IRANIANS
ALREADY IN THE UNITERD STATES. AT TEE DEPARTMENT’S
RBQUEST, CURRENT INS INSTRGCTIONS CALL FOR BLANKE?T
EXTENSTIONS OF IRANIAN STAYS INK THR U.5. UNTIL JENE 1,
198@. THE NBXIT POLICY REVIEW WILL CONSIDER WHAT PARALLEL
ADJUSTMENTS SHOULD BE MADE IN STATE AND INS POLICIES.
IN TEE CASE OF MINORITY GROUP MEMBERS, THE DEPARTMEN?'S
POSITION IS THAT A DEFPINITIYE TRACK RECORD CONCERNING
THEIR TREATMENT HAS NOT BEEN BSTABLISHED YET.

4, - DEPARTMENT REMAIRS CONVINCED THAT CONDITIONS IN IRAN
ARE OF SUCE A NA AS 10 JUSTIZ?Y THE CONTINUATION OF

TEE CURRENT NIV POLICY FOR THE TIME BEING. THIS IS

R ¥ B Tl

- CERTAINLY THE PERCBPTION OF THE PUBLIC IN THE U.S.,

BASEN) ON MEDIA REPORTS OF CAPRICIOUS JUSTICE AND
S0 Y EXECUTIONS. WHILE WHAT PASSES FYOR PUBLIC ORDER

AND SECURITY AND A SYSTEM OF JUSTICE IN THE IRAN OF
TODAY MAY EAVE COME TO SEEM AS NORMAL FROM EMBASSY S
 VANTAGE POINT, WE YOULD HOPE TEAT THIS IS NOT THE CASE
AND TEAT CONDITIONS WILL STARILIZE WITHE TIME.  VANCE

"
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CONFIDENTTIAL

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MILAN 1393

E0O 12265 NA
TAGS: CVIS SREF IR IT
SUBJECT: IRANIAN NIV APPLICATIONS BY MINORITIES

REF5: A, TEHRAN ©8861, B, STATE 235357

l. SUMMARY3 CONSULAR OFFICER WAS APPROACHED SEP 19
BY REPRESENTATIVE OF JEWISH IRANIAN COMMUNITY IN MILAN
WHO ASKED IF SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO
FOREIGN SERVICE POSTS REGARDING HANDLING OF IRANIAN
NIV APPLICATIONS OF JEWISH AND OTHER MINORITIES,

END SUMMARY,

2« ON SEP 18, MANOUTCHEHR KASHANIAN, LEADER OF

MILAN®S LARGE IRANIAN JEWISH COLONY, VISITED CONSULATE
GENERAL TO INGQUIRE IF WE HAD RECEIVED SPECIAL

INSTRUCTIONS FROM DEPT REGARDING NIV APPLICA~

TIONS FOR IRANIAN MINORITIES, ESPECIALLY FOR

STUDENTS., REFERRING TO THE WORSENING POLITICAL

SITUATION IN IRAN, KASHANIAN SAID HE HAD JUST SPOKEN TO THE

. HEAD RABBI IN TEHRAN, YEDIDIA, WHO TOLD HIM THAT

IRANIAN MINORITY APPLICANTS SEEKING ENTRANCE TO
THE US WOULD BE GIVEN “"SPECIAL TREATMENT™ UNTIL
JUNE 1588, WHEN THEY APPLY AT US EMBASSIES AND
CONSW ATES FOR VISAS.
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$. KASHANIAN ADDED THAT HE ALSO DISCUSSED WITH
WDIDIA, ON SEP 12, HOW TO PRCCESS A LARGE GROUP

OF APPROX. 1,720 IRANIANS WHO WILL

#0ON BE LEAVING THAT COUNTRY TO APPLY TO LONG-TERM
WUDIES IN THE US, HE SAID THAT IRANIAN RABEI

MAD DECIDED TO SEND HALF OF THE GROUP TO LONDON FOR
MOCESSING AND THE OTHER MALF TO ROME SINCE THERE
WYRE NOT “ADEQUATE FACILITIES IN ITALY TO HANDLE

fuF WHOLE GROQUP".

4. CONSULATE MAS TURNED DOWN A NUMBER OF IRANIAN
#iV APPLICANTS UNDER SECTION 214 (B) OF THE ACT IN
M CENT DAYS. WHILE MANY OF THE REFUSED APFLICANTS
mAl) PROPER DOCUMENTATION FOR ADMITTANCE TC US
#CMOLLS, AND ADEQUATE FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO COVER
(:TS OF STUDIES, THEY CLEARLY HAD NO INTENTION OF
M TURNING TO IRAN UNTIL CONDITIONS STABILIZED IN
¥naT COUNTRY,. -

', ACTION REQUESTED: CONSULATE NEEDS DEPT'S
' W IDANCE IMMEDIATELY ON HOW TO RESPOND TO
 WMASHANTAN'S INQUIRY ABOUT SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS ON
IANIAN MINORITIES WHO APPLY AT THIS POST FOR
STUDENT OR TOURIST VISAS TO THE US AND WHO ARE
w)T ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR INTENTION TO RETURN
1o IRAN IN THE NEAR FUTURE.

HARY 00D
11593
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