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1. CIvryiag the H d n g  Measage of BPbi'u'llQh to Man- 
kind 

Committee for the Bahd'i House of Worship 
Goal: To proclaim the BahB'i Faith, to work in conjunction 
with BahB'i communities in serving the needs of the House 
of Worship, and to involve greater numbers of people in ac- 
tivities held in the Temple. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Welcomed more than 112,180 visitors from more 
than 40 countries to the House of Worship. (Noted increas- 
ing numbers of visitors from Russia, Pakistan, China and 
Latin American countries.) 
Trained 363 people to guide at the House of Worship. 
Hosted discussions for communities in the area of the 
House of Worship about collaborating on advancing the 
teaching work. 
Initiated a series of three-part fmides, focused on the Cen- 
tral Figures of the Faith and which discussed candidly the 
spiritual significance of the Station of Bahl'u'llBh, aimed 
at individuals who are already familiar with the basic prin- 
ciples of the Faith. 
Initiated monthly Spanish-speaking fvesides. 
Began a bi-monthly program, "The Light Exchange," 
which provides an open fonun for discussing a featured 
topic of interest such as the equality of women and men, 
race unity, and the reality of the soul. 
Established a Children's Program Committee to ensure 
that young people are included in all Holy Day and special 
event day programs and to prepare children for optimum 
participation in such activities. 
Formed an Ushers' Committee comprised of volunteers 
who are responsible to greet and assist individuals attending 
large events at the House of Worship. 
Created an illustrated prayer card for children that is dis- 
tributed by guides. 
Collected and responded to 800 interest cards from visiton 
to the Temple. Added interest cards in French to English 
and Spanish versions which existed already. 
Added two additional teachers to help with the monthly 
series of study classes for those interested in learning about 
the Faith. There is a marked inc ty of 
seekers' questions with the most-c n be- 
ing, "Who is BahB'u'llBh?" 
Began offering a weekly 8:00 3. devotional service pri- 
marily for and coordinated k :1rdtYi National Center 
staff. Continued to offer daily devotional programs at 
noon in addition to the weekly Sunday afternoon program. 
Adjusted the time of the Sunday devotions to 2:15 p.m. 
(from the former 3:00 p.m. time) which has resulted in 
greater attendance at the programs. 
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Martin Luther King Jr. holiday celebrations. Approxi- 
mately 800 youth and adults attended the youth conference 
hosted by the Spiritual Assembly of Roswell. Youth partici- 
pated in direct teaching activities in Marietta and Griffin. 
Bahtl'fs from all over the country took part in King Week 
activities, and 2,000 BahB'is from more than 30 states 
marched in Atlanta. The Atlanta-area BahB'is arranged for 
19 American Indian representatives from more than eight 
tribes to take part in the march. Enrollments in the Atlanta 
area this year total 179. 
Chicago-Noticed that an increase in teaching institutes in 
the Chicago area has had a healthy effect on the teaching 
work resulting in 47 enrollments. 
Mmachusetts-Close involvement of the A m  Board 
has helped to re-direct the efforts of Project Massachusetts. 
The Boston-Cambridge area has been designated a target 
for a focused teaching project. Massachusetts had 33 en- 
rollments this year. 
Sun Jose-Southeast Asian teaching has been the most suc- 
assful aspect of San Jose's Metro 1000 Project. The in- 
crease in such teaching has had a corollary benefit in the in- 
crease in Chinese teaching in the Bay area. The Sacramento 
and Stockton communities have been drawn into this in- 
creased teaching and are counted in the victories associated 
with the project. A Southeast Asian Conference held in 
January provided an important opportunity for the South- 
east Asian BahB'is to gather and consult about the impor- 
tance of the Faith in their lives and the contributions they 
can make to the Faith. There were 52 enrollments this year 
in the San Jose area. 
Identified the following areas as potential centers for large- 
scale growth: 
(a) Lake Okecchobee, Florida: Mass teaching efforts have 
resulted in 126 new believers in the past year. The District 
Teaching Committee has begun coordinating its efforts 
with the Auxiliary Board member for propagation to help 
the core group of 8-10 BahB'is in the West Palm Beach area 
who are carrying out the bulk of the teaching work. 
(b) Phoenix, Arizona: Door-to-door teaching efforts car- 
ried out on a consistent and untiring basis in small towns 
surrounding Phoenix have resulted in 575 enrollments since 
the beginning of the Six Year Plan. Present efforts are fo- 
cused on the cities of Mesa and Avondale to reach the His- 
panic population. Total enrollments in the area this year 
were 130. 
(c) South Carolina: The South Carolina Coordinating 
Committee, with the support of the National Teaching 
Committee, launched a major teaching effort in January 
that was to begin in two or three towns and progress to 
others as each town assumes responsibility for its own 
teaching work. 
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National Committee on Women 
GOPI: To promote the principle of the equality of men and 
women. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Sponsored three events in western New Ydrk 
state including two talks at the Seneca Falls Historical So- 
ciety to an audience comprised mainly of nonBahB'is 
which focused on how the religious teachings and practices 
of the ancient Iroquois Indians of western New York con- 
tributed to the genesis of the women's rights movement in 
the 19th century. Another event was an honors banquet for 
selected women who have served the Iroquois community 
in western New York in which several local dignitaries par- 
ticipated. The final event was an evening of talks on the 
principle of equality, held at the University of Rochester 
and given by members of the BahB'i International Com- 
munity, the National Spiritual Assembly, and the Auxiliary 
Board. 
Researched and disseminated materials concerning the con- 
tribution of the ancient religious teachings of the Iroquois 
Indians to the beginnings of both the 19th century women's 
movement and the impact on the formation of the U.S. 
government. 
Sent a representative to the Young Achiever Award cere- 
mony of the National Council of Women at the United Na- 
tions in New York City. 
Collaborated with the National Assembly's Office of Exter- 
nal Affairs in sponsoring an information booth and an ad- 
vertisement for conference materials at the 35th biennial 
Convention of the American Association of University 
Women (AAUW) in Washington, D.C. 
Met in Denver, Colorado, with representatives of local 
Spiritual Assemblies to consult about equality; took part in 
a public meeting on quality attended by more than 100 
people; and were interviewed on public radio in Boulder, 
Colorado, on the topic of equality and the American Indian 
community. 
Met with representatives of the BahB'i International Com- 
munity, the National Spiritual Assembly, and the National 
Assembly's UN representative to consult about ways to im- 
prove communication, planning, exploitation of opportu- 
nities, and collaboration in women's activities at the UN 
and with such national and international women's groups 
as the National Council of Women. 
Sponsored a consultative session, attended by BahB'is and 
nonBahB'is of both the Navajo and Hopi tribes, on sub- 
stance abuse and its multi-generational effects. The con- 
ference was held on the Navajo Reservation in Tuba City, 
Arizona. 
Co-planned and co-sponsored, with the U.S. BahB'i Refu- 
are nff i~  a hannilet in Oakland Palifnmia hnnnrina 
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who are responsible to greet and assist individuals attending 
large events at the House of Worship. 
Created an illustrated prayer card for children that is dis- 
tributed by guides. 
Collected and responded to 800 interest cards from visitors 
to the Temple. Added interest cards in French to English 
and Spanish versions which existed already. 
Added two additional teachers to help with the monthly 
series of study classes for those interested in learning about 
the Faith. There is a marked increase in the intensity of 
seekers' questions with the most-often asked question b e  
ing, "Who is Bahh'u'lldh?" 
Began offering a weekly 8:00 a. eevotional service pri- 
marily for and coordinated b:, Ynnh'i National Center 
staff. Continued to offer daily devotional programs at 
noon in addition to the weekly Sunday afternoon program. 
Adjusted the time of the Sunday devotions to 2:15 p.m. 
(from the former 3:00 p.m. time) which has resulted in 
greater attendance at the programs. 
Adjusted the seasonal hours of the Temple to take advan- 
tage of peak visitor times. Extended hours (10:00 
a.m.-10:00 p.m.) will occur from May 1 through September 
30. The Temple is open until 10:00 p.m. on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays all year. 
Hosted two weekend-long Special Visit programs compris- 
ed of American and Canadian believers who toured the 
House of Worship and Bahh'i National Center. 
Coordinated 21 weddings of which eight joined two Bahd'i 
partners, three joined couples in which only one was a Ba- 
hh'i, and 10 joined non-Baha'i couples. 
Assisted the teaching and proclamation efforts of local 
Spiritual Assemblies by providing the facilities of the House 
of Worship and refreshments for such events. 
Responded to requests by non-BahA'i peace groups for 
copies of appropriate BahA'i materials for their events. 
Presented a month-long Black History Month exhibit in 
February featuring works by African-American artists, 
prints of African-American contributors to history, and 
photographs and biographies of early and present African- 
American Baha'i contributors to race unity. 
Presented the David Kellum Awards program at which 
Father Michael Pfleger and Father George Clements were 
honored for their contributions as role models for youth 
and for their work in preventing drug abuse. 

Teaching/Consolidation/Proclamation Projects 

National Teaching Committee 
Goal: To work with the four major large-scale teaching 
projects to bring about unprecedented growth in those 
areas and to identify and work with other areas that show 
potential for large-scale growth. 
Status: In progress. 
Activities: Continued to support the teaching efforts in the 
four major teaching project areas: 
Atlanta-Major activities in Atlanta have centered on the 
annual youth conference and a wide involvement with the 

(a) Lake Okeechobce, Florida: Mass teaching efforts have 
resulted in 126 new believers in the past year. The District 
Teaching Committee has begun coordinating its efforts 
with the Auxiliary Board member for propagation to help 
the core group of 8-10 Bahh'is in the West Palm Beach area 
who are carrying out the bulk of the teaching work. 
(b) Phoenix, Arizona: Door-to-door teaching efforts car- 
ried out on a consistent and untiring basis in small towns 
surrounding Phoenix have resulted in 575 enrollments since 
the beginning of the Six Year Plan. Present efforts are fo- 
cused on the cities of Mesa and Avondale to reach the His- 
panic population. Total enrollments in the area this year 
were 130. 
(c) South Carolina: The South Carolina Coordinating 
Committee, with the support of the National Teaching 
Committee, launched a major teaching effort in January 
that was to begin in two or three towns and progress to 
others as each town assumes responsibility for its own 
teaching work. 
(d) El Paso/Southern New Mexico: A teaching project that 
emerged from a teaching institute has targeted the Hispanic 
population in western Texas and southern New Mexico. 
Most of the teaching has been door-to-door, although some 
efforts have been made to use firesides. Since the believers 
involved in the institutes launched themselves into the 
teaching work, the district's enrollments for the year reach- 
ed 54. 
Reported enrollments for the nation as a whole (as of 
March 13) were 1,894. 
Assisted the Native American Bahd'i Institute to move to- 
ward functioning as a center for the deepening of Indian 
believers and the training of Bahd'f teachers. 
Assumed responsibility for the second series of Vision to 
Victory conferences and compiled a conference workbook 
to assist the friends attending the conferences to focus on 
the nature of teaching, on the Fund, and on the significance 
of the Arc on Mount Carmel. The National Teaching Com- 
mittee will continue to work with the communities that 
hosted the conferences and with the Auxiliary Boards to in- 
itiate large-scale teaching projects at each of the sites. 
Encouraged the establishment of teaching institutes and 
published a booklet to help the friends gain a clearer under- 
standing of the process. Indications are that an increase in 
teaching activity has taken place as a direct result of such 
institutes. 

Other Teaching/Consolidation/Proclamation Projects 

Green Acre Bahd'i School 
Goal: To publish a commemorative booklet highlighting 
the school's history. 
Status: In progress. 
Activities: Compiled, with the help of volunteers, extensive 
research on the history of the school for the book which is 
scheduled to be published in celebration of the 100th anni- 
versary of the Sarah Farmer Inn. 

Met in Denver, Coloraao, wltn represenuiuves or 1oca1 
Spiritual Assemblies to consult about equality; took part in 
a public meeting on equality attended by more than 100 
people; and were interviewed on public radio in Boulder, 
Colorado, on the topic of equality and the American Indian 
community. 
Met with representatives of the Bahh'i International Com- 
munity, the National Spiritual Assembly, and the National 
Assembly's UN representative to consult about ways to im- 
prove communication, planning, exploitation of opportu- 
nities, and collaboration in women's activities at the UN 
and with such national and international women's groups 
as the National Council of Women. 
Sponsored a consultative session, attended by Bahd'is and 
non-BahA'is of both the Navajo and Hopi tribes, on su& 
stance abuse and its multi-generational effects. The con- 
ference was held on the Navajo Reservation in Tuba City, 
Arizona. 
Co-planned and co-sponsored, with the U.S. Bahh'i Refu- 
gee Office, a banquet in Oakland, California, honoring 
selected women of Asian descent. 
Developed deepening materials on the equality principle for 
use by Bahh'i communities. 
Drafted a pamphlet on the equality principle suitable for 
the general public. 

WLGI Radio 
Goal: To bring the Faith and its principles to the attention 
of listeners to Radio Bahd'f WLGI. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Increased on-air broadcast time to 15 hours a 
day from 12. New programs include: the Louis G. Gregory 
BahA'i Institute Sunday Worship S e ~ c e ;  Carolina Radio 
series; Bahd'i Perspectives; Bahd'iDay Book readings; and 
Peace Statement selections. Expanded daily hours should 
further increase the range of such programming. 
Encouraged local Spiritual Assemblies in the area to have 
direct involvement in the station's programming. 
Sponsored a booth at the 12th annual South Carolina 
Cross-Culture Conference in Myrtle Beach. Distributed Ba- 
ha'i pamphlets including 150 each of "The Promise of 
World Peace" and copies of the Bahd'iDay Book. 

International Pioneering/Tmling Teaching 

Office of Pioneering 
God: To increase the number of pioneers and to train 
them, and to increase the number of traveling teachers and 
"year of service" projects in collaboration with other Na- 
tional Spiritual Assemblies in fulfillment of pioneer col- 
laboration assignments. 
Status: Ongoing. In addition to the need to fill pioneer 
posts remaining vacant from the original Six Year Plan call 
for pioneers, the Universal House of Justice, in a letter to 
all National Spiritual Assemblies dated September 7, 1989, 
noted the need for flexibility in meeting the expansion and 
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consolidation goals of national communities and called for 
a range of short-term pioneer projects for the remainder of 
the Six Year Plan. The American Baha'i community has 
been charged with completing 708 months of full-time ser- 
vice to the Cause between now and the end of the Plan. 
Activities: Placed 455 pioneers abroad, completing 50 of 
our 77 long-term goals for the Six Year Plan. 
Completed 13 months of 708 months' service in short-term 
pioneer goals. 
Monitored 472 trips undertaken by 226 traveling teachers to  
70 countries including trips to Eastern Europe, the Soviet 
Union, and the People's Republic of China. 
Monitored the progress of the National Spiritual Assem- 
bly's consolidation goal in the Turks and Caicos Islands 
and noted with pleasure that increased teaching activities 
have resulted in a number of declarations, particularly on 
the island of Providenciales, which brings the goal nearer to 
completion. 
Monitored and supported the activities in the Falkland Is- 
lands, an assigned consolidation goal, and observed in- 
creasing maturity and strength in that community. 
Collaborated with the National Teaching Committee on 
homefront pioneering; identified goal areas and locations 
with concentrations of minorities singled out for special at- 
tention in the Six Year Plan. 

Mass Media Use 

External Affairs' Offic of Public Information 
Goal: To develop the Baha'i Public Information Network 
as a local source of news and background material about 
the Faith, major developments affecting the Baha'i world, 
and the activities of the Baha'i community. 
Status: Ongoing. 862 Public Information representatives 
were appointed this year and 113 Public Information Com- 
mittees were established. 
Activities: Held public information conferences in Atlanta, 
Dallas, Denver and San Jose, and met with the local Spir- 
itual Assemblies of Atlanta and Richardson, Texas, and 
with the San Jose Metro 1000 Task Force to discuss public 
information work. 

Helped the local Spiritual Assembly of Huntsville, Ala- 
bama, in developing a statement about the "Promise of 
Alabama." 
Established contacts with Public Information representa- 
tives in cities hosting the 1989-90 Vision to Victory con- 
ferences to help them take advantage of media opportu- 
nities for the conferences. 
Published a biannual "Public Information Bulletin" for 
Public Information rearesentatives to arovide aractical in- 

"Time," "The National Review," "The Rotarian," 
"Scouting Magazine," "TV Guide," "Lighting Design 
and Application," "Glass" magazine, "Glamour," 
"Ladies' Home Journal," and "Signs of the Times." 
Collected references to the Faith in books published in 1988 
and 1988 include: The Encyclopedia of American Relig- 
ions; Religious Creeds; Another Gospel; Alternative Relig- 
ions and the New Age Movement; Out of the Shadow of 
Night; m e  Closed Circle; Down to the Wire; UPI's Fight 
for Survival; Islam in Practice; Religious Beliefs in a Per- 
sian Village; The Future of Religion; Paved with Good In- 
tentions; The State, Religion and Ethnic Politics; Afghan- 
istan, Iran and Pakistan; and My Friends' Beliefs: A Young 
Reader's Guide to World Religions. 
Coal: To assist the National Spiritual Assembly to expand 
contacts with national and regional communications media 
and similar efforts. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Provided information to universities, libraries, 
organizations and publishers including the following: Uni- 
versity of the District of Columbia; University of Delaware; 
University of New Orleans; New York State Senate Depart- 
ment of Minority Communication; Wisconsin Conference 
of Churches; Great Lakes Naval Training Center; Ecu- 
media News Service; Atlas History of Christianity; "The 
Europa World Year Book 1990"; the "Directory of Ex- 
perts, Authorities and Spokespersons"; "Christian Wom- 
an" magazine; Association of Statisticians of American 
Religious Bodies; Gale Publishers; Governors State Univer- 
sity; Columbia University School of Social Work; Brigham 
Young University; Religious News Service; Ecumenism Re- 
search Agency; World Book Encyclopedia; Compton's 
Electric Encyclopedia; Year Book of American and Cana- 
dian Churches; the Boy Scouts of America; and to the 
writer of "Dear Abby." 
Coordinated visits to the Baha'i House of Worship by the 
Consul-General of India and the wife of the President of 
Guyana. 
Maintained membership in the Religious Public Relations 
Council, attended regional meetings in Chicago, and at- 
tended the Council's National Convention in Washington, 
D.C. 
Attended an organizational meeting of the North American 
Interfaith Network. 

Worked with the Baha'i International Community's Of- 
fice of Public Information to coordinate BahP'i participa- 
tion in the International Religiobs Communications Con- 
gress in Nashville, Tennessee. 
Provided video tape and background information about 
the Faith to the Cable News Network (CNN) series "Future 
Watch" for a program about the future of religion. 
Contacted the Illinois Department of Transportation to in- 
vestigate the possibility of placing a sign on Interstate 
highway 94 in Wilmette to note the historical importance of 
the Baha'i House of Worship. 

Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: The U.S. Baha'i UN representative attended the 
following meetings, briefings and events: 23 UN Depart- 
ment of Public Information briefings; meetings of the Non- 
Governmental Organization/Department of Public Infor- 
mation Executive Committee; five U.S. UN Mission brief- 
ings; Non-Governmental 0rga.lization Committee meet- 
ings; UNA By-Laws Resolution Committee meeting; Inter- 
national Literacy Day and 1 Percent for Peace programs at 
UN headquarters; a meeting of Intercultural Center for 
Youth; The National Council of Women's 100th anniver- 
sary celebration and dinner; a meeting on women with Ba- 
M'i committees and the president of the National Council 
of Women; and the Young Women Achievers Awards pre- 
sentation sponsored by the National Council of Women for 
the United States. 
Maintained memberships in the following: AdvisoryIPlan- 
ning Board of the North American Environmental Sabbath 
Committee; ex-officio member of the Executive Committee 
of Non-Governmental Organizations associated with the 
UN Department of Public Information; and chairman of 
the Executive Committee of the Conference of UN R e p  
resentatives of the UNA/USA. 
Attended the following conferences and seminars: Women 
and World Population; Forum on the Environment; Model 
UN Seminar on Rights of the Child; Second Annual Glester 
Hinds World Service Luncheon (sponsored by the Harlem 
YMCA in connection with the Africa Focus project); the 
Baha'i International Community and Club of Rome Sym- 
posium on Africa; Development and Environment; annual 
Department of Public InformationAVon-Governmental 
Organization Conference at UN headquarters (served as 
rapporteur); Conference on Religion and the Environment; 
Symposium IV for Advocates of African Food Security; 
First National Conference on the United States and the 
United Nations; and a reception given by Turner Broad- 
casting Systems Inc. in celebration of its sponsorship of 
"Waging Peace," a CNN special report broadcast. 
Other activities: Helped plan and served as chairman of the 
UNA-USA Non-Governmental Organization's orientation 
and tea; held a luncheon for Non-Governmental Organiza- 
tion colleagues at the offices of the Baha'i International 
Community; attended a retirement party for the UN 
Department of Public Information (NGO) Section Chief; 
helped prepare the UNA's Eleanor Schnurr Award pro- 
gram; attended a reception honoring Coretta Scott King; 
attended the UNA-USA Awards luncheon in Washington, 
D.C.; hosted a meeting with representatives of UNICEF to 
discuss collaborative activities; responded to more than 200 
requests for UN materials from Baha'i communities and in- 
dividuals; gave two presentations in celebration of United 
Nations Day; presented informal talks on "Baha'is and the 
UN" and distributed UN literature to BahP'i communities; 
sent a U.S./UN Office display to Baha'is in Washington, 
D.C., for use in the BahP'f booth at the first National Con- 
ference on the ~- United ~ States and the United Nations; pre- 
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as a local source of news and background matenal about 
the Faith, major developments affecting the Bahl'i world, 
and the activities of the Bahl'i community. 
Status: Ongoing. 862 Public Information representatives 
were appointed this year and 113 Public Information Com- 
mittees were established. 
Actlvlties: Held public information conferences in Atlanta, 
Dallas, Denver and San Jose, and met with the local Spir- 
itual Assemblies of Atlanta and Richardson, Texas, and 
with the San Jose Metro 1000 Task Force to discuss public 
information work. 

Helped the local Spiritual Assembly of Huntsville, Ala- 
bama, in developing a statement about the "Promise of 
Alabama." 
Established contacts with Public Information representa- 
tives in cities hosting the 1989-90 Vision to Victory con- 
ferences to help them take advantage of media opportu- 
nities for the conferences. 
Published a biannual "Public Information Bulletin" for 
Public Information representatives to provide practical in- 
formation and request specific actions. 
Began recruitment of Public Information representatives as 
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Guyana. 
Maintained membership in the Religious Public Relations 
Council, attended regional meetings in Chicago, and at- 
tended the Council's National Convention in Washington, 
D.C. 
Attended an organizational meeting of the North American 
Interfaith Network. 

Worked with the Bahl'i International Community's Of- 
Ace of Public Information to coordinate Bahl'i participa- 
tion in the International Religiobs Communications Con- 
gress in Nashville, Tennessee. 
Provided video tape and background information about 
the Faith to the Cable News Network (CNN) series "Future 
Watch" for a program about the future of religion. 
Contacted the Illinois Department of Transportation to in- 
vestigate the possibility of placing a sign on Interstate 
highway 94 in Wilmette to note the historical importance of 
the Bahl'i House of Worship. 

Dramatic/Musical Presentations 

Louhelen Bahd'r' School 
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"Waging Peace," a CNN special report bro'adcast. 
Other activities: He l~ed  ~ l a n  and served as chairman of the . . 
UNA-USA Non-Governmental Organization's orientation 
and tea; held a luncheon for Non-Governmental Organiza- 
tion colleagues at the offices of the Bahl'i International 
Community; attended a retirement party for the UN 
Department of Public Information (NGO) Section Chief; 
helped prepare the UNA's Eleanor Schnurr Award pro- 
gram; attended a reception honoring Coretta Scott King; 
attended the UNA-USA Awards luncheon in Washington. 
D.C.; hosted a meeting with representatives of UNICEF to 
discuss collaborative activities; responded to more than 200 
requests for UN materials from Bahl'i communities and in- 
dividuals; gave two presentations in celebration of United 
Nations Day; presented informal talks on "Bahl'is and the 
UN" and distributed UN literature to Bahh'i communities; 
sent a U.S./UN Office display to BahB'is in Washington, 
D.C., for use in the Bahl'i booth at the first National Con- 
ference on the United States and the United Nations; pre- 
pared 14 articles for The American Bahd'fand two articles 
for Bahd'f News. 

part-time reporters for The American BahdY 
Updated the followinn ~ u b l i c  information materials: "Na- Goal: To create forums for artistic expression and the L~uhelen Bahrf'f School 
tional Spiritual ~ s s e m b l ~  Fact Sheet," "The Bahl't Faith 
and Its World Community," and "Bahh'f Statistics," and 
published a new fact sheet titled "Bahl'i Funeral Prac- 
tices. " 
Established "NEWSWIRE" on the public information sec- 
tion of the Bahl'i National Center's electronic bulletin 
board which includes news releases from the National Spir- 
itual Assembly, news of major developments that affect the 
Bahl'i world, and facts that can be used by Public Infor- 
mation representatives. 
Issued news releases through the Bahl'i Public Information 
Network about the Congressional resolution on the per- 
secution of Bahl'is in Iran and one news release about the 
establishment of the Bahl'i Chair for World Peace at the 
University of Maryland. 
Goal: To inform the National Spiritual Assembly and its 
committees and agencies and the Public Information Net- 
work about media coverage of the Faith. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Noted significant reference to the Faith on Na- 
tional Public Radio, and that C-SPAN aired coverage of 
the House of Representatives' consideration and vote on a 
resolution regarding the Bahl'is in Iran. Stories based on 
the National Spiritual Assembly's news releases appeared 
on the AP, UP1 and Reuters news wires. Mention of the 
Faith was also made in the following newspapers and mag- 
azines: The New York Times, Boston Globe, Chicago 
Ribune, Chicago Sun-Times, Chrktian Science Monitor, 
Houston Chronicle, Los Angeles Times, National Catholic 
Reporter, The Washington Post, Washington Times, USA 
Today, Iran Times, Lakota Times, Denver Post, The Dal- 
las Morning News, Houston Post, St. Petersburg (Florida) 
Times, "Concrete International," "World Peace News," 
"Inspired," "The Christian Century," "Liberty," 

development of appreciation for diverse cultural expres- 
sion. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Hosted the fourth Robert Hayden Poet-in-Res- 
idence program, at which two public readings and a writers' 
workshop were given. 
Co-sponsored the Robert Hayden Conference and spon- 
sored several events in association with it including: the 
publication of an anthology of work by the four Robert 
Hayden Fellows in residence at the school; a performance, 
"Angle of Ascent," based on Mr. Hayden's works; and 
statewide poetry events for high school students at which 
two Robert Hayden Fellows, who are Bahl'is, led work- 
shops. The Louhelen Bahl'i School and the Association for 
Bahl'i Studies were identified as co-sponsors on all pub- 
licity materials that were sent to all major universities 
throughout Michigan. 
Other activities at Louhelen included a week-long family 
session at which seven artists and musicians conducted 
classes for all ages, and international music, readings and 
dance in three major cultural events held in conjunction 
with Holy Day observances. 

2. Involvement of the Faith in the Life of Human Society 

Public Relations 

External Affairs' U. S. /UN Representative 
God: To represent the National Spiritual Assembly to U.S. 
non-governmental organizations at  the United Nations; t o  
inform Bahl'is in the U.S. about UN-related issues and the 
work of the Bahl'i International Community; and to en- 
courage American BahP'is to take part in UN activities at 
various levels. 

God: To build relations with local non-Bahl'i organiza- 
tions and the community at large. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Collaborated with the Midwest Regional Com- 
mittee of the Association for Bahh'i Studies and the English 
department at the University of Michigan on a major con- 
ference in February honoring the late poet Robert Hayden. 
Funding for the conference was provided by the Michigan 
Council for the Humanities, the Michigan Council for the 
Arts, Wayne State University, and the University of Mich- 
igan. A room in the Afro-American Center at the Universi- 
ty of Michigan was dedicated in Mr. Hayden's honor. 
Hosted the conferences of 11 local community groups and 
provided facilities for a local chapter of Adult Children of 
Alcoholics. 
Hosted the University of Michigan-Flint's weekly Cultural 
Anthropology class in the fall and began arrangements to 
offer additional classes each semester that students in the 
Louhelen Residential Program and others may attend. 
Rented classrooms to the Davison Montessori Academy 
which schools 130 local children. 
Hosted training sessions and multi-cultural awareness sem- 
inars for bank em~lovees at Genesee Bank. a maior bank in 
the county, at th; school. One of the students -in the resi- 
dential program gave a talk to each group about the Faith 
and about the Louhelen Bahl'i School. 
Arranged for two Elderhostel programs td begin in the 
summer of 1990 in conjunction with the University of 
Michigan. 
Participated in literacy initiatives as follows: the school's 
director served as chairman of the Committee on Occupa- 
tional Literacy for the Michigan State Department of Edu- 
cation and gave presentations on literacy to teachers in 
Michigan and to Bahh'is in South Carolina. 
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Louis G. Gregory Bahd'l Institute 
God: To increase the Institute's participation and involve 
ment in community affairs. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activitks: Provided emergency and long-term relief to vic- 
tims of Hurricane Hugo as attested by the following: 
Furnished shelter at the Institute during and immediately 
following the hurricane; served more than 2,000 people 
over the initial fiveweek period after the storm by supply- 
ing food, water and clothing valued at $35,000-$40,000 that 
was donated by more than 300 Bahl'i communities around 
the country; provided home delivery of food, clothing, fur- 
niture and small appliances to the aged and infirm; supplied 
kerosene space heaters; helped people find the means to r e  
construct or find new housing; helped directly 60 house- 
holds in repairing their roofs, ceilings, walls, floors and 
windows. The success of the relief efforts has made the In- 
stitute eligible for a cash grant of up to $70,000 for which 
the Institute has applied to the state, to help remaining r e  
lief applicants. 
The executive director of the Institute accepted an invita- 
tion to serve on an Inter-Faith Board, which has access to a 
$5 million Hurricane Hugo relief fund, to aid the physical 
and material needs of hurricane victims in South Carolina. 

WLGI Radio 

Go& To increase WLGI's participation and involvement 
in community affairs. 
SfPtlls: Ongoing. 
Activities. Maintained existing community outreach pro- 
grams such as: the Community Calendar, public service an- 
nouncements, and announcements of educational, cultural, 
health-related and religious activities. 
Began in November 1989 to air live broadcasts of the Uni- 
vers olina-Conway campus basketball 
garr 
E ~ P  mats and broadcast an obituary pro- 
Pa' 
Air( lote broad I Atlanta, Georgia, cover- 
ing ~ther King ities and aired live remote 
bra d recordin d communities in connec- 
tion wtn tne day. For 1s aays leading up to the holiday, a 
program called "Countdown to the Holiday: A Musical 
Tribute to Martin Luther King Jr." was aired. 
Broadcast a full month of special programs on African- 
American history and current issues for Black History 
Month in February: "Story of a People: A History of Black 
Americans," "Black Women: A Portrait of Dignity," and 
"Black H ~ S ~ O N  Minute." Aired a live broadcast of the 
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script Collections. 
Researched the early history of the Faith among the Chi- 
nese, ;%me of whom became BahB'is in the United States. 
Helped scholars working on a history of the African- 
American Bahl'is for the BahP'i Publishing Trust. 
Provided materials from the National Archives for a 
month-long exhibit on poet Robert Hayden that was co- 
sponsored with the University of Michigan Special Collec- 
tions Department and displayed at the university. 
Increased the National Reference Library's holdings by 
adding 133 new books. 

Louhelen Bahd'f School 
Goal: To promote scholarly study of the Faith among Ba- 
hh'is, especially youth. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Began the third year of the Louhelen Bahl'i 
School Residential Program for college students with em- 
phasis on serious study of the Faith and the application of 
the Teachings to personal, community and civic life. 
Continued the development of regular programs and pro- 
cedures to promote a serious study of the Faith and the a p  
plication of the Teachings to personal, community and 
civic life. 

Bahd'l Publishing -Trust Committet? . 
Goal. To develop, in consultation with other advisory agen- 
cies, a concept of the publications that are needed by the 
community through the end of the Six Year Plan. 
Status: In progress. 
Activities: Researched the letters of the Universal House of 
Justice about publishing and proposed to the National Spir- 
itual Assembly guidelines for developing a publishing pro- 
gram. 
Recommended a publishing agenda to the National Spir- 
itual Assembly of BahB'i writings to be published in 1990- 
91. 
Met with the administrator of the Bahl'i House of Worship 
to consult about literature needed for introducing the Faith 
to the many visitors to the Temple. 
Began work on an updated mission statement for the Ba- 
hl'i Publishing Trust. 

Bahd'f Publishing Tmst 
God: To publish and distribute the writings of the Faith. 
introductory and historical works, pamphlets and other 
teaching literature, literature for children, and video and 
cassette tapes. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Completed reprints of ~itdbi-fqdn, Gleanings 
from the Writings of Bahd'u'lldh, Some Answered Ques- 
tions, The Promise of World Peace, and Wfective Teaching 
Instructor's Guide (and cassette). 
Began - work on reprints of TheHidden Words, the Willand 

Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Produced 12 issues each of The American Bahd't 
and Baha'i News and three issues (Spring 1989, Sum- 
mer/Fall 1989 and Winter 1989-90) of U.S. BahdDfReport. 
Included in The American Bahd'f were three issues of the 
Bahrf'f National Review including the compilations "The 
Nineteen-Day Feast" and "Conservation of the Earth's R e  
sources." Produced two special issues: Mid-Year Reports 
(December 1989) and Teaching the Cause of God (February 
1990). 
Began using new vendors to print and mail The American 
Bahd'f and Bahd't News resulting in a savings to the Na- 
tional Fund. 

Subscriber Services 
Goal: To fulfill subscriptions, to distribute and promote 
The American BUM'/ (foreign subscribers), Bahd'f News, 
U.S. Bahd'f Report, Brilliant Star and World Order maga- 
zines, and to provide services such as issuing renewals. 
Status: Ongoing. Herald of the South has been added to the 
list of publications distributed by Subscriber Services and 
work is under way to cultivate a wider readership of this 
magazine. 
Activities: Distributed BahB'i periodicals to 9,910 sub- 
scribers of which 2,458 are foreign subscribers. 
Distributed three issues of U.S. Bahd'fReport to more than 
2,000 non-BahdY readers. 
Developed the Brilliant Star Conaection program which 
has stimulated many gift subscriptions to overseas Bahl'i 
schools and children's classes, most recently to Brazil, Trin- 
idad and Togo. A recent contribution from an individual 
has made it possible to purchase 17 two-year foreign gift 
subscriptions. 

4. Acceleration of the Matamtion of Bah4'1 Institations 

Ftrnctioning of the National Spiritual Assembly 

Office of the Treasurer 
Goal: To implement strategies for the efficient use of funds 
and to educate the BahB'i community about the Fund. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Implemented an improved cash management 
structure that permits reduced credit expense and greater 
investment income, improves control of the funds used by 
the Bahh'f National Center and outlying agencies, and r e  
duces contribution processing time while providing for fu- 
ture growth without major staffing or structural changes. 
Redesigned the fund receipt/allocation packet. 
Initiated long-term planning procedures by creating a task 
force to draft a three- to four-year comprehensive financial 
plan. 
Participated in Vision-teVictory conferences, 20 Fund 
Development Conferences, the Green Lake Bahl'i Confer- 
ence and the Iowa BahB'i School. 
Developed a module about the Fund for the Local Spiritual 
A.wmhlv Develonment Propram. 



~cuvlues: Mmtamea msting community outreach pro- 
grams such as: the Community Calendar, public service an- 
nouncements, and announcements of educational, cultural, 
health-related and religious activities. 
Began in November 1989 to air live broadcasts of the Uni- 
versity of South Carolina-Conway campus basketball 
games: 
Ex~ertmented with formats and broadcast an obituarv Dro- . . 
gram. 
Aired live remote broadcasts from Atlanta, Geofgia, cover-- 
ing Martin Luther King Day activities and aired live remote 
broadcasts and recordings for local communities in connec- 
tion with the day. For IS days leading up to the holiday, a 
program called "Countdown to the Holiday: A Musical 
Tribute to Martin Luther King Jr." was aired. 
Broadcast a full month of special programs on African- 
American history and current issues for Black History 
Month in February: "Story of a People: A History of Black 
Americans," "Black Women: A Portrait of Dignity," and 
"Black History Minute." Aired a live broadcast of the 
Black History Month parade in Georgetown, South Caro- 
lina. 
The general manager of WLGI was asked to serve on the 
South Carolina state and local Cross-Cultural Planning 
Committees that were charged with planning the annual 
South Carolina Cross-Cultural Conference. 

Bahd't Scholarship 

National Bahd'i Archives Committee 
God: To promote scholarship of the Faith, to acquire and 
safeguard the Sacred Writings and letters from the Guar- 
dian, and to acquire materials of historical significance to 
the Faith. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Sent a general appeal letter to all local Spiritual 
Assemblies and Groups asking help in locating letters writ- 
ten by the Guardian and accounted for 1,527 of the missing 
7,200 letters. 
Conducted a search for pictures of living Hands of the 
Cause of God, members of the Universal House of Justice, 
and members of the Continental Board of Counselors to 
improve the Archives' collection of photographs. 
Acquired five manuscript collections: the David Bond 
Papers, the Austin H. and Donna Quist Papers, the Hilda 
Strauss Papers, the Annie L. Parmerton Papers, and the 
Allah-Kuli and Emilie Kalantar Papers. Acquired the Mat- 
teson Family Papers and the Roberts E. Fuller Papers, and 
arranged and opened the Howard Colby and Mabel Ives 
Papers for research. Processed and opened for research the 
Hannen-Knobloch Family Papers, the Roy Wilhelm 
Papers, and the Anna Mikuriya Papers. 
Placed information about 13 manuscript collections of per- 
sonal papers in the RLIN computer system, maintained by 
some of the largest university research libraries in the coun- 
try, and arranged for publication of the information in the 
Library of Congress' National Union Catalog of Manu- 
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itual Assembly of BahP'i writings to be published in 1990- 
91. 
Met with the administrator of the BahB'i House of Worship 
to consult about literature needed for introducing the Faith 
to the many visitors to the Temple. 
Began work on an updated mission statement for the Ba- 
hsl'i Publishing Trust. 

Bahd'i Publkhing Trust 
God: To publish and distribute the writings of the Faith, 
introductory and historical works, pamphlets and other 
teaching literature, literature for children, and video and 
cassette tapes. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Completed reprints of Kitdb-i-fqdn, Gleanings 
from the Writings of Bahdsu'lldhs Some Answered Ques- 
tions, The Promise of World Peace, and wfective Teaching 
Instructor's Guide (and cassette). 
Began work on reprints of The Hidden Wor&, the Willand 
Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bahd, The Advent of Divine Justice* 
Bahd'u'lldh and the New Era, On Becoming a Bahd'f (in 
Spanish), The Secret of Divine Civilization, and The Seven 
Valleys and the Four Valleys. 
Published the Universal House of Justice's letter of Decem- 
ber 29, 1988, to the American BahP'i community as Indi- 
vidual Rights and Freedoms in the World Order of Bah6'- 
u 'lldh; &eloping Distinctive ~ahd'fCornmuniti&; a four- 
part study guide on the ~itdb-i-fqdn; a cassette tape of a 
talk by David Hofman entitled "Present Opportunities and 
Urgent Challenges"; The BaM'f Faith/ World Religions 
Statistics; a Bahd'f Datebook, pocket calendar, and wall 
calendar for B.E. 147; children's educational materials 
compiled and catalogued by the BahP'i National Education 
Committee in The American Bahd'L 
Co-published the compilations The Nineteen-Day Feast, 
Bahd'f Elections, and,Conservation of the Earth's Re- 
sources with BahP'i publications Canada and the Bahsl'i 
Publishing Trust of the United Kingdom. 
Distributed "The Seat of God's Throne" and "BahP'i 
Newsreel," and a video tape of David Hofman's Vision-to- 
Victory conference talk. 
Purchased 86 new titles for distribution. 
Goal: To increase the distribution and use of Bahd'i litera- 
ture. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Encouraged the development of lending libraries 
through letters to all local Spiritual Assemblies, urging 
them to appoint local distribution representatives and to 
open accounts with the Bahsl'f Publishing Trust. 
Sent bi-monthly newsletters to all domestic accounts and 
quarterly brochures to individual accounts listing items 
available from the Trust and advertised items in The Amer- 
ican Bahd'L 

Periodicals Offie 
God: To produce The American Bahds/, BaMYNews and 
U.S. Bah&f Report. 

Office of the Treasurer 
God: To implement strategies for the efficient use of funds 
and to educate the BahP'i community about the Fund. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Implemented an improved cash management 
structure that permits reduced credit expense and greater 
investment income, improves control of the funds used by 
the Baha'i National Center and outlying agencies, and re- 
duces contribution processing time while providing for fu- 
ture growth without major staffing or structural changes. 
Redesigned the fund receipt/allocation packet. 
Initiated long-term planning procedures by creating a task 
force to draft a three- to four-year comprehensive financial 
plan. 
Participated in Vision-to-Victory conferences, 20 Fund 
~eve lo~ment  Conferences, the Green Lake BahBY Confer- 
ence and the Iowa BahP'f School. 
Developed a module about the Fund for the Local Spiritual 
Assembly Development Program. 
Wrote a chapter about the Fund for the new book of guide- 
lines for local Spiritual Assemblies. 
Continued to produce articles about the Fund for The 
American Bahcf'L 
Transferred the purchasing department from Administra- 
tive Services to the Office of the Treasurer. 

Secretariat-Search and Review 
God: To perform r-ch and literature review functions 
for the National Spiritual Assembly. 
Status: This is a new function within the Office of the Sec- 
retary. 
Activitks: Initiated planning for the organization of the 
Research Office at the Bahsl'i National Center based on 
suggestions received in a letter written on behalf of the Uni- 
versal House of Justice and a memorandum from the Re- 
search Department of the BahP'i World Center, both of 
which helped to define the functions of such an office. 
Completed a study guide for the letter of December 29, 
1988 (Individual Rights and Freedoms) from the Universal 
House of Justice for publication by the BahP'i Publishing 
Trust. 
Corresponded with individual BahB'is to encourage their 
involvement in Bahi'i studies and their development as Ba- 
hil'f scholars, and corresponded with nondahh'i academics 
about their interest in Bahsl'i studies. 
Took part in the annual meeting of the American Academy 
of Religion, thereby establishing contacts for the Faith 
among academics. 
Defined and implemented a rating system for manuscripts 
and completed the review process on a total of 110 manu- 
scripts since the inception of the office. 

Ficnctioning of the BahdsfNational Center 

Administrative Services 
Go& To provide support services to  the agencies of the Na- 
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tional Spiritual Assembly including human resources man- 
agement, management information systems (data process- 
ing, membership and records management, mail services, 
and communications) and media services. 
Statns: Ongoing. 
Activities: Human Resources-Restructured the Human 
Resources Department and cross-trained staff to broaden 
the scope of responsibility for each member; purchased and 
installed a new human resources software aid in record- 
keeping; began the development of a fonnal policy and 
procedures handbook for employees at the Bahh'i National 
Center; altered some aspects of the employee benefits pack- 
age; reviewed the National Center's compensation policies 
to remain current with state and federal laws; and filled 35 
full-time staff openings. 
Management Information Systems-Arranged for the pur- 
chase of a new central computer system for the Bahh'i Na- 
tional Center through Resources Inc. The new system fea- 
tures hardware by Digital Equipment Corporation and 
software by Resources, focusing on accounting and a cen- 
tralized membership data base. Installation is expected to 
be completed in late May with total conversion from the ex- 
isting Sperry computer to take place by midsummer. 
Established an electronic bulletin board system whose user 
base includes 510 individuals and just under 200 institutions 
establishing contact with Baha'is from 44 of the 48 contigu- 
ous states. More than 4,300 calls from Bahh'is around the 
U.S. were received this year by the bulletin board. 
Processed more than 14,500 address changes, 1,750 enroll- 
ments (including 73 Southeast Asian refugees and 46 child- 
ren) and 950 child registrations. 
Transferred nearly 1,050 Baha'is into the U.S. including 
340 Persian believers. 
Mail services mailed out more than 224,455 pieces. 
Completed the first phase of a data entry program in the 
development of an in-house Automatic Contribution Sys- 
tem. 
Developed a new data base for the Assembly Formation r e  
port and recorded information on 1,500 Assemblies. 
Developed ex lersonal cc upport systems 
which contrib  proved pr , from computer 
resources. 
Media S e w i n  - .- .ded technical support and advice to 
agencies and individuals and to conferences held through- 
out the country during the year; filled hundreds of custom 
requests for copies of slides, audio tapes and video and film 
materials throughout the U.S. and abroad; assisted the Ba- 
M'i communities of Puerto Rico and El Salvador and the 
Radio Division of the International Baha'i Audio-Visual 
Center in the acquisition of professional production equip 

A ". A . . .-- --> --a:- 

stages of editing. 

National Bahd'l Archives Committee 
Goal: To assist the National Spiritual Assembly and its 
committees and agencies by assuming responsibility for rec- 
ords management and assisting research functions at the 
National Center. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Answered 164 research requests including 85 
from the National Assembly and its agencies and 16 from 
the Bahh'i World Center. 
Furnished 24 historical photographs for Bahh'i publishers. 
Worked with the Offices of Public Information and Hu- 
man Resources to establish a collection of video tapes of 
current events programs for the library at the Baha'i Na- 
tional Center. 
Provided documents and photographs about African- 
American Baha'is for a Black History Month exhibit at the 
House of Worship, and provided a display on the National 
Spiritual Assembly's first fund campaign (1925-30) for a 
tour of special visitors hosted by the Office of the Treas- 
urer. 
Started microfhing minutes and annual reports of some 
of the oldest local Spiritual Assemblies in the U.S. to safe- 
guard those important historical documents. 
Received for permanent deposit minutes from the Bahh'i 
community of New York City from 1914-18 and Assembly 
records and minutes from 1923-38. 
Verified source citations for "Developing Distinctive Ba- 
M'i Communities." 

National Properties Committee 

Goal: To oversee the protection and development and the 
acquisition and disposition of all Baha'i-owned properties 
in the U.S., to manage the staff of NSA Properties Inc., 
and to provide guidance to local Assemblies concerning 
property acquisition or development. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Continued restoration work on the Bahh'i 
House of Worship by vacuuming part of the interior panels 
of ornamental concrete, by removing calcium sulfate d e  
posits from the first-story pylons, and by washing away 
deposits of lichen and dirt from outside dome panels. The 
cleaning will continue throughout the coming year. 
Produced, after two years of testing and experimentation, 
concrete that duplicates the composition, color and texture 
of the original concrete used on the Temple. 
Removed the monumental steps at the main door to the 
House of Worship and replaced them after installing a 
heating system under them designed to melt snow and ice 
without using de-icing chemicals. 
Continued engineering for repairs to the main gutter below 
the Temple dome and engaged sculptors to make molds for 
the ornamental concrete panels that must be replaced. 
Added a Project Manager with considerable experience in 
---_.--_rf-- r -  r L -  -.-CC -*.."A m ---- A:-- 

Secretariat-Special Events 
Go& To coordinate logistics for national and district con- 
ventions; to facilitate the travel of the National Spiritual 
Assembly and its agencies; to provide information and re- 
sources for conference and meeting planning to local com- 
munities; and to provide support to the National Spiritual 
Assembly for the Local Spiritual Assembly Development 
Conferences. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: National Convention-Coordinated convention 
logistics and processed the recommendations made by dele- 
gates to the National Spiritual Assembly during the 1989 
Convention. 
District Conventions-Identified host Assemblies and 
helped them in their preparations for district conventions; 
processed delegate election results. 
Assisted in initial logistics and laming for the 1990 Asso- 
ciation for Baha'i Studies Conhnce ,  "Models for Racial 
Unity." \ 
Local Spiritual Assembly ~eve lo~mhnt  Conferen-Pro- 
vided staff support in producing and mailing letters of invi- 
tation to participating local Spiritual Assemblies. 
Meeting Planning Services-Maintained conference plan- 
ning resource files and provided agencies of the National 
Spiritual Assembly with logistical and reference materials 
and information for conferences, hotels and travel arrange- 
ments. 

National Committee on Women 
Go& To hold conferences for promoting the principle of 
the equality of the sexes. 
Status: The committee has noted an increase of conferences 
on this topic that have been sponsored by local communi- 
ties and that the issue has become a major focus of com- 
munity life at this time. 
Activities: Sponsored the second annual conference on the 
equality of the sexes with special emphasis on Hispanic and 
Native American women in Albuquerque, New Mexico, at 
which relevant cultural entertainment and ceremonies were 
included. Workshops offered to the 150 attendees featured 
such topics as teaching spiritual values and equality in the 
Hispanic community. 

Louis G. Gregory Bahd'l Institute 
Goal: To initiate and support efforts to teach the Faith, to 
foster local Spiritual Assembly development and individual 
personal transformation, to train BahP'is to become effec- 
tive teachers, to provide Baha'i education and social and 
economic development activities, and to bring all activities 
in accordance with the principles and patterns of Baha'i 
life. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Held the South Carolina Summer and Winter 
Schools, three-day sessions each of deepening classes for 
rhi lAr-" .,'... c h  -"A mA..l+. 
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Transferred nearly 1,050 Baha'is into the U.S. including 
340 Persian believers. 
Mail services mailed out more than 224,455 pieces. 
Completed the first phase of a data entry program in the 
development of an in-house Automatic Contribution Sys- 
tem. 
Developed a new data base for the Assembly Formation re- 
port and recorded information on 1,500 Assemblies. 
Developed enhanced personal computer support systems 
which contributed to improved productivity from computer 
resources. 
Media Service-Provided technical support and advice to 
agencies and individuals and to conferences held through- 
out the country during the year; filled hundreds of custom 
requests for copies of slides, audio tapes and video and film 
materials throughout the U.S. and abroad; assisted the Ba- 
M'i communities of Puerto Rico and El Salvador and the 
Radio Division of the International Baha'i Audio-Visual 
Center in the acquisition of professional production equip 
ment for television and radio. 
Expanded the Media Services staff from two to four by 
adding a cameramadeditor and a technician. The expand- 
ed staff is responsible for ongoing projects and, at the r e  
quest of the Universal House of Justice, will assume re- 
sponsibility for housing the Video Services Office of the In- 
ternational Baha'i Audio-Visual Center and will explore 
ways to extend the international focus of video production 
work to serve more effectively the needs of the Faith world- 
wide. 
Released worldwide the English-language video "The Seat 
of God's Throne." In January, the video received an award 
from the International Film and Video Festival of New 
York where it reached the fiials of the competition among 
31,000 entrants from more than 30 countries. The script for 
the video has been translated into Spanish, Portuguese, 
Persian, French, German and Chinese with release in those 
languages forthcoming. 
Produced "Vision-to-Victory," a video tape of an address 
by David Hofman, retired member of the Universal House 
of Justice, to the Vision-to-Victory conference in Pasa- 
dena, California. 
Produced "From Haitian Roots," a documentary on Ba- 
M'i approaches to rural development and education pro- 
jects in Haiti. Parts of the video have been included in a 
review of worldwide education projects at the Global Con- 
ference on Literacy held this spring in Bangkok, Thailand. 
Produced the "Bahh'f Newsreel," the first video in what is 
intended to be a quarterly review of significant Baha'i ac- 
tivities in this country and around the world. 
Produced "Like an Eagle in the Sky," a short video pro- 
gram about the spiritual destiny of the native peoples of the 
Americas. 
Produced, in collaboration with the Bahl'f World Center 
and the National Spiritual Assembly of India, "Jewel in the 
Lotus," a video that traces the history of the Mother Tem- 
ple of the Indian sub-continent from original conception 
and design through construction. This video is in the final 
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property acquisition or development. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Continued restoration work on the Bahl'i 
House of Worship by vacuuming part of the interior panels 
of ornamental concrete, by removing calcium sulfate de- 
posits from the first-story pylons, and by washing away 
deposits of lichen and dirt from outside dome panels. The 
cleaning will continue throughout the coming year. 
Produced, after two years of testing and experimentation, 
concrete that duplicates the composition, color and texture 
of the original concrete used on the Temple. 
Removed the monumental steps at the main door to the 
House of Worship and replaced them after installing a 
heating system under them designed to melt snow and ice 
without using de-icing chemicals. 
Continued engineering for repairs to the main gutter below 
the Temple dome and engaged sculptors to make molds for 
the ornamental concrete panels that must be replaced. 
Added a Project Manager with considerable experience in 
construction management to the staff of NSA Properties 
Inc. to help complete the backlog of deferred repairs on 
other properties. 
Began construction of the first phase of restoration of the 
Sarah Farmer Inn at the Green Acre BahFi School. 

Conference, Institutes, Permanent Schools and Regional 
Schools 
Secretariat 
God: To accelerate the process of the maturation of local 
Spiritual Assemblies through the adoption of specific pro- 
grams to consolidate and strengthen them. 
Status: In progress. 
Activities: Planned the Local Spiritual Assembly Develop 
ment Conferences held in areas where Vision-to-Victory 
conferences were held to start the process of Assembly de- 
velopment. 
Held an orientation meeting for Auxiliary Board members 
to explore the process of Assembly development as envis- 
ioned by the Continental Board of Counselors and the Na- 
tional Spiritual Assembly and to solicit their help in edu- 
cating the community. 
Supervised the preparation of modules for the Local Spir- 
itual Assembly Development Conferences. 
Initiated the development of other modules to aid in As- 
sembly development. (Completed modules include: Spir- 
itual Nature of the Assembly; Consultation; Application of 
Spiritual Principles; Teaching and the Spiritual Assembly; 
Cultivating and Integrating the Arts in Our Baha'i Com- 
munity Life; Baha'i Social and Economic Development; 
Celebrating Diversity; That the East and West May Em- 
brace (the Integration of Persian-American BahB'is into the 
American Baha'i Community); and The Nineteen Day 
Feast .) 
Distributed modules to Auxiliary Board members and their 
assistants to give to local Spiritual Assemblies and commu- 
nities. 

Activities: Sponsored the second annual conference on the 
equality of the sexes with special emphasis on Hispanic and 
Native American women in Albuquerque, New Mexico, at 
which relevant cultural entertainment and ceremonies were 
included. Workshops offered to the 150 attendees featured 
such topics as teaching spiritual values and equality in the 
Hispanic community. 

Louis G. Gregory Bahd'l Institute 
Go& To initiate and support efforts to teach the Faith, to 
foster local Spiritual Assembly development and individual 
personal transformation, to train Baha'is to become effec- 
tive teachers, to provide Baha'i education and social and 
economic development activities, and to bring all activities 
in accordance with the principles and patterns of Baha'i 
life. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Held the South Carolina Summer and Winter 
Schools, three-day sessions each of deepening classes for 
children, youth and adults. 
Hosted a planning meeting of the South Carolina Coordi- 
nating Committee to coordinate statewide teaching and 
deepening strategies. 
Held a Youth Academy, an intensive deepening, study and 
training program for 14 youth from around the country in- 
cluding some from American Indian communities in South 
Dakota. 
Held a Black Men's Gathering sponsored by Counselor 
William Roberts for more than 50 black men to study the 
Writings for the purpose of personal and community trans- 
formation and for teaching the Faith. 
Sponsored a work weekend in September that incorporated 
elements of prayer, music, fellowship and recreation in 
finishing many chores that the Institute needed done. 
Sponsored the fourth annual Peace Fest which welcomed 
hundreds of South Carolina residents in a celebration of 
music, prayer and cultural performances, and presented the 
Peace Award to Dr. William Gibson, chairman of the Na- 
tional Board of Directors of the NAACP. 
Established Sunday unity worship services that evolved out 
of the Hurricane Hugo relief effort and that drew an aver- 
age of 75 Bahl'f and non-Baha'i adults, youth and child- 
ren. 
Held a two-day staff retreat to discuss the development of 
the Institute and of WLGI Radio Baha'i. 
Held a week-long Bahl'i Youth Service Training program, 
coordinated with the National Teaching Committee, at 
which youth learned from veteran adult and youth pioneers 
and joined experienced South Carolina traveling teachers to 
teach in rural areas. 
Held a reorganization meeting for the Louis G. Gregory in- 
stitute Choir and defined its primary goals as being to s u p  
port the Institute and WLGI and to support the teaching 
activities in the six counties surrounding the Institute. 
Arranged work schedules of Institute staff to allow approx- 
imately onequarter of the staff to spend each Friday in the 
field involved in direct teaching activities. The rest of the 
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staff assumes the duties of staff who are in the field. Seek- 
ers are invited to weekly Friday night firesides at the Insti- 
tute. In conjunction with this effort, four teaching insti- 
tutes have been established, incorporating non-staff mem- 
bers and newly enrolled Bahi'fs. 
Held a two-day Literacy Symposium, attended by 40 peo- 
ple, featuring study of the Writings and workshops. 
Held a week-long Teacher-in-Residence program whose 
main goals were to begin to collect an oral history of the 
Faith in South Carolina and to generate material for an on- 
going radio series about the early days of the Faith in the 
state. 
Held a New Believers' Institute weekend, planned and co- 
ordinated in collaboration with the South Carolina Coor- 
dinating Committee. 
Invited the full South Carolina Bahi'f community to a 
Naw-Rfiz celebration at the Institute that included live mu- 
sic, dancing, fireworks, games and food. 

Native American Bahd'i Institute 
God: To further the development of the Native American 
Bahi'f Institute; to develop systematically local Spiritual 
Assemblies on the Navajo and Hopi Reservations and to 
host local Spiritual Assembly training programs under the 
guidance of the Auxiliary Boards; to help the Spiritual As- 
sembly of Oak-Pine Springs establish and maintain com- 
munication and spiritual ties among Native Americans 
through use of the Eternal Peace Flame; and to assist with 
and take part in programs sponsored by other tribes who 
sponsor sessions to help resolve social problems and issues. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Began using a traditional Navajo Sweat Hogan, 
donated by a newly declared Navajo medicine man, as a 
teaching tool and healing institute. 
Worked with the Council for the Native American Bahi'i 
institute to draft a document giving the Navajo Reservation 
a "third world" status so the influx of pioneers to the Res- 
ervation will be better coordinated through the Office of 
Pioneering. 
Appointed an Education Task Force to work with the Na- 
tional BahB'f Education Committee in preparing materials 
and programs for use at the Institute. 
Conducted bi-weekly children's classes and weekly deepen- 
i n g ~  for staff and visitors to the NABI. 
Continued translating the Sacred Writings into the Navajo 
language and gathered Navajo teachings and sacred chants 
that correspond to Baha'i teachings. 
Supported and assisted efforts by nearby Assemblies in 
hosting Baha'i activities, observances and district-wide con- 
ferences. and hosted S~iritual Assemblv traininst sessions 

Permanent Schools 

Bosch Bahd'i School 
God: To contribute to the education of the Bahi'fs and the 
improvement of Bahi'i family life and to provide programs 
on an increasingly broad range of topics. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Achieved an increase in attendance in programs 
with more than 1,900 Bahi'is taking part in classes and 
conferences. Minority attendance has increased over the 
past year. 
Offered program days for non-Bahi'is in which more than 
375 people participated. 
Arranged programs for Bahi'fs that included nine five-day 
summer sessions and two winter sessions; a marriage en- 
richment conference; a session on teaching institutes; week- 
long programs for young adults, youth and pre-youth; and 
classes on the Creative Word, marriage, family life, parent- 
ing, historical perspectives, teaching, and presenting the 
peace statement. 
Developed and held three Bosch Bahi'i Youth Academy 
sessions. These 12-day intensive study classes are designed 
to prepare young Bahi'is to better serve the Cause through 
in-depth study and understanding of the Writings. Fifty- 
four youth attended the three sessions. 
Hosted five six-day Elderhostel sessions and rented Bosch 
facilities to five other organizations. 

Green Acre Bahd'i School 
Goal: To contribute to the education of the Bahi'is and the 
improvement of Bahi'i family life and to provide programs 
on an increasingly broad range of topics. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Hosted two new summer programs: a conference 
for youth ages 13-17 and a children's camp for ages 8-12. 
Hosted family enrichment conferences that focused on 
preparation for marriage, family unity, and maintaining a 
spiritual marriage; a Black Teaching Conference; an His- 
panic Teaching Conference; a Teacher Training Institute; 
the third annual Arts Conference; a Local Spiritual Assem- 
bly Development Conference; and a forum on social 
change sponsored by the Association for Baha'i Studies. 
Continued fund-raising efforts for the Sarah Farmer Inn 
restoration project. More than $300;000 in earmarked con- 
tributions has been received, and an additional $200,000 is 
needed during the current year to complete the construction 
work. Another $200,000 will be required to complete site 
work and to acquire furnishings and equipment. 
Closed the school in January 1990 to begin major repair 
and improvement work. Summer school will be held this 
year with a significant reduction in capacity. Work on 
Fellowship Hall is scheduled to be completed by July. Fel- 
lowship Hall will be used for meetings until the Sarah Far- 
mer Inn is completed and ready for occupancy. 

Activities: Made efforts to attract student 'enrollment re- 
flecting the racial diversity of the states each school serves; 
however, the combined total of minority attendance for all 
schools was only 15 percent. School committees continue to 
work on arranging transportation and scholarships to help 
minority students from metropolitan areas attend the 
schools which often are held in rural areas away from larger 
cities. 
Noted that the majority of participants are either isolated 
believers or from smaller communities of nine or 10 believ- 
ers and expressed concern that Baha'is from larger com- 
munities may be depriving themselves of the spiritual and 
social benefits of attending the schools. 
In addition, each of the schools pursued the following ac- 
tivities in their operations: 
Acquired sites in which to hold classes, recruited teachers, 
and arranged for meals and accommodations for students. 
Publicized school sessions through mailings, Bahi'i bullet- 
ins and some local newspapers. 
Strived to maintain a Bahi'i environment at the schools 
where close association and fellowship, both spiritual and 
social, could exist. 
Focused classes on the Covenant and on the Universal 
House of Justice's letter of December 29, 1988, to the 
American Baha'i community on Individual Rights and 
Freedoms in the Baha'i Faith. 

5. Spiritual Enrichment of the BahB'L Community 

National Race Unity Committee 

Goal: To recognize trends and patterns of race relations, to 
recommend to the National Spiritual Assembly actions to 
be taken or programs to be adopted to meet the challenge 
of racial prejudice, and to take part in activities that lead to 
greater harmony among racially diverse people. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Prepared a training module for the Local Spir- 
itual Development Program entitled "Celebrating Diversi- 
ty." 
Began work on a training institute to help assistants to the 
Auxiliary Boards work with local Assemblies in dealing 
with problems of racial discord. 
Participated in the Summer School at the Louis G. Gregory 
Baha'i Institute, the Dayspring BahA'f School in Maryland, 
the Association for Baha'i Studies' annual meeting in Cali- 
fornia, and the "Black Teaching Conference'' at the Green 
Acre BahB'i School. 
Planned and implemented, at the request of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Bermuda, the Bermuda Winter 
School whose theme was "The Most Vital and Challenging 
Issue." This was the first island-wide meeting on race unity 
held in Bermuda, and it attracted wide media coverage. 
Took part in the dedication of the Bahi'i Chair for World 
Peace at the University of Maryland. 
Conducted an informal survey on individual, Assembly and 
community race unity initiatives across the U.S. and found 



Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Began using a traditional Navajo Sweat Hogan, 
donated by a newly declared Navajo medicine man, as a 
teaching tool and healing institute. 
Worked with the Council for the Native American Bahb'i 
Institute to draft a document giving the Navajo Reservation 
a "third world" status so the influx of pioneers to the Res- 
ervation will be better coordinated through the Office of 
Pioneering. 
Appointed an Education Task Force to work with the Na- 
tional Bahl'i Education Committee in preparing materials 
and programs for use at the Institute. 
Conducted bi-weekly children's classes and weekly deepen- 
i n g ~  for staff and visitors to the NABI. 
Continued translating the Sacred Writings into the Navajo 
language and gathered Navajo teachings and sacred chants 
that correspond to Bahl'i teachings. 
Supported and assisted efforts by nearby Assemblies in 
hosting Bahl'i activities, observances and district-wide con- 
ferences, and hosted Spiritual Assembly training sessions 
and the Navajo-Hopi District Teaching Committee's two- 
and three-day teaching institutes. 
Assisted the Spiritual Assembly of Oak-Pine Springs in its 
teaching efforts to reach local people and other American 
Indian tribes. 
Arranged with the Spiritual Assembly of San Francisco for 
the transfer of the Eternal Peace Flame to Oak-Pine 
Springs. In conjunction with the transfer of the Flame, pre- 
sented "The Promise of World Peace" to a traditional 
Hopi leader on Second Mesa, a key person in the opera- 
tions of the Hopi tribe, and to spiritual leaders (medicine 
men) of the White Mountain and San Carlos Apache tribes. 
Co-hosted, with the Spiritual Assembly of Houck, Ari- 
zona, a weekend conference on alcoholism and supported 
efforts to rehabilitate alcoholics through weekly Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings. 
Made several property improvements to the Institute in- 
cluding installing a new skylight in the prayer hogan, pur- 
chasing a new, efficient wood heating stove, and painting 
buildings and fences. 

0 ffice of Pioneering 
Goal: To hold Pioneer Training Institutes regularly and to 
educate the community about the practical and spiritual as- 
pects of service to the Faith internationally. 
Status: The Office of Pioneering reports that attendance at 
the Pioneer Training Institutes has continued to decline and 
is concerned that persons leaving for pioneering posts are 
doing so without taking advantage of the training and guid- 
ance available to them. Of 435 prospective pioneers, 119 
Assemblies and 21 District Teaching Committees invited to 
attend such programs, only 83 individuals, two Assembly 
members and three members of District Teaching Commit- 
tees attended last year. 
Activities: Held Pioneer Training Institutes at the Bosch, 
Louhelen and Green Acre Bahl'i Schools and at the Louis 
G. Gregory Bahl'i Institute. The program at Louhelen fo- 
cused on a discussion of pioneering as a family endeavor. 
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preparation for marriage, family unity, and maintaining a 
spiritual marriage; a Black Teaching Conference; an His- 
panic Teaching Conference; a Teacher Training Institute; 
the third annual Arts Conference; a Local Spiritual Assem- 
bly Development Conference; and a forum on social 
change sponsored by the Association for Bahl'i Studies. 
Continued fund-raising efforts for the Sarah Farmer Inn 
restoration project. More than $300,000 in earmarked con- 
tributions has been received, and an additional $200,000 is 
needed during the current year to complete the construction 
work. Another $200,000 will be required to complete site 
work and to acquire furnishings and equipment. 
Closed the school in January 1990 to begin major repair 
and improvement work. Summer school will be held this 
year with a significant reduction in capacity. Work on 
Fellowship Hall is scheduled to be completed by July. Fel- 
lowship Hall will be used for meetings until the Sarah Far- 
mer Inn is completed and ready for occupancy. 

Louhelen Bahd 'i School 
Goal: To contribute to the education of the Bahl'is and the 
improvement of family life and to provide programs on an 
increasingly broad range of topics. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Consulted with local Spiritual Assemblies in the 
area to formulate teaching plans for the school. 
Held sessions about teaching at most summer schools and 
gave special emphasis to the topic of teaching including a 
direct teaching project at summer youth conferences. Re- 
sults include the receipt of more than 65 declarations by 
adults and youth. 
Held Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon teaching 
events. 
Planned and hosted the sixth annual Teacher Training 
Week that focused on curriculum development, coopera- 
tive learning, and learning styles. 
Hosted an Ayyh-i-HA dinner to which were invited local 
merchants and university personnel. 
Hosted conference sessions on Child and Family Develop- 
ment,-Education, Prayer and Meditation, the ~itdb-i-fqdn, 
Consultation, Developing a Bahl'i Life, Enhancing the 
Role of Women, Teaching, and Pioneering. In addition, 
hosted three youth conferences that were planned and im- 
plemented by a Youth Board and included intensive study 
of the Writings. 

Regional Schools 
Goal: To function as centers of Bahl'i learning, teaching 
and development, and to develop programs that contribute 
to the processes of expanding and consolidating the Amer- 
ican Bahl'i community. 
Status: There are presently 38 regional schools in the U.S., 
offering summer and/or winter sessions primarily to Ba- 
M'is in the states where the schools are located. During the 
1989-90 school season, 7,744 adults, youth and children at- 
tended sessions over 141 school days. Of those attending 
classes, 228 were not Bahl'is. 
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itual Development Program entitled "Celebrating Diversi- 
ty." 
Began work on a training institute to help assistants to the 
Auxiliary Boards work with local Assemblies in dealing 
with problems of racial discord. 
Participated in the Summer School at the Louis G. Gregory 
Bahl'i Institute, the Dayspring Bahl'i School in Maryland, 
the Association for BahA'i Studies' annual meeting in Cali- 
fornia, and the "Black Teaching Conference" at the Green 
Acre Bahl'i School. 
Planned and implemented, a t  the request of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Bermuda, the Bermuda Winter 
School whose theme was "The Most Vital and Challenging 
Issue." This was the first island-wide meeting on race unity 
held in Bermuda, and it attracted wide media coverage. 
Took part in the dedication of the Bahl'i Chair for World 
Peace at the University of Maryland. 
Conducted an informal survey on individual, Assembly and 
community race unity initiatives across the U.S. and found 
that many of the initiatives are in outreach activities and 
proclamations. 
Conducted a race unity institute in Madison, Wisconsin, at 
the request of the Spiritual Assembly of Madison which 
helped to confirm the committee's observation that the 
American Bahl'i community has, in general, matured con- 
siderably in its willingness and ability to undertake serious 
deepening and to seek spiritual assistance in dealing with 
the most challenging issue. 

6. Bahh'l Education .of Children and Youth, and the 
Strengthening of Bahh'i Family Life 

National Bahd 'i Education Committee 
Goal: To complete the first edition of the catalog of Bahl'i 
educational materials. 
Status: Completed. 
Activities: Evaluated and compiled a catalog of educational 
materials received from Bahl'is all over :he country and 
prepared a list of available materials which was published in 
the September 1989 issue of The American Bahd'L 
Assumed responsibility for the continuing evaluation of 
Bahl'f educational materials received and for the prepara- 
tion for their publication and distribution. 
Held workshops on the education of children at the Lou- 
helen and Green Acre Bahl'i Schools. 
Goal: To do research for a core curriculum for Bahl'i chil- 
dren ages 6-12 years. 
Status: in process. 
Activities: Met with representatives of the Bahl'i education 
committees of Alaska, Australia, Canada and Hawaii at the 
14th annual Conference of the Association for Bahl'i 
Studies to discuss core curricula, other common concerns, 
and the letter of December 1988 from the International 
Teaching Center to the Continental Board of Counselors. 
Submitted a draft of the core curriculum to the National 
Spiritual Assembly for its review. 
Worked on strategies for communicating and implementing 
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the core curriculum in the national Bahh'i community. 
Provided information for an article in the April 1990 issue 
of The American BahdJL 

National Committee on Women 
Go*. To foster the practice of the equality of the sexes, 
both in the life of the Bahh'i community and in society as a 
whole, and to hold special training programs for women 
and men. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Began efforts to make children's classes at all 
committee-sponsored events a matter of high priority. Ad- 
vertisements placed in The American Bahd'f helped to lo- 
cate people who will prepare curricula, recruit teachers, and 
obtain other resources for such classes. 
Consulted with the National Bahh'i Education Committee 
to locate prospective writers of children's curricula on the 
equality principle for use at BahB'i schools. 
Collaborated with the National Spiritual Assembly Office 
of External Affairs to work on establishing an association 
of professional Bahh'i educators. 

7. The Pumait of Social and Economic Development 

Bahd'l Committee for Service to the Blind 
Corl: To provide literature in mediums for individuals 

who are unable to use normal print. 
Stntas: Ongoing. 
Activities: Placed notices in a variety of publications for the 
blind offering free information about the Faith, and re- 
sponded to requests for such mat€ .As. 
Maintained a lending library in !?raille and cassette formats 
for Bahh'is and non-Bahh'is. Upgraded and rerecorded 
some items to achieve higher quality. 
Provided subscriptions on tape to The Americun Bahd'f 
(gratis) and to the Journal of Bahd'fStudies (for a one-time 
charge of $5). 
Donated books in braille to the Louhelen Bahl'i School li- 
brary. 

Bahd'i Committee for Services for the Hearing 
Impaired and Deaf 
Goal: To facilitate understanding and acceptance of indi- 
viduals with hearing loss in the American Bahh'l communi- 
ty and to provide services for those who are deaf and their 
Baha'i communities. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: ~ ~ Began steps to purchase for TDDs (teletype+ 

Coordinated the work of the Persian Reviewing Panel a p  
pointed by the Universal House of Justice. 
Helped in the collection and transfer of subscription fees 
for Payam-i-Bahd% a Persian-language periodical pub- 
lished by the National Spiritual Assembly of France and 
disseminated throughout the world. 
Acted as liaison to facilitate communications between the 
Persian-speaking friends and the agencies of the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 
Consulted with national agencies and local institutions in 
matters related to Iran and Iranians. 
Held meetings in New York City, San Francisco, Los An- 
geles and San Diego for representatives of local Assemblies 
to discuss the issue of integration and ways that the 
Persian-American Affairs Office can help the Assemblies. 
Translated messages from the Universal House of Justice 
into Persian, including Individual Rights and Freedoms in 
the World Order of Bahd'u'lldh. 
Submitted to the Bahh'i Publishing Trust Committee a Per- 
sian/English G l m r y  of Bahd'f Terms, a booklet entitled 
'"Abdu'l-Bahh's Teaching Style,'' and two audio tapes of 
prayers and Tablets in Persian. 

U. S. Bahd'l Refugee Office 
God: To facilitate the resettlement of refugees, mostly 
Iranian and Southeast Asian, into the U.S, (including 
Alaska and Hawaii); to locate areas in the U.S. with signifi- 
cant concentrations of Southeast Asian Bahl'i refugees; 
and to work with local Spiritual Assemblies to ensure that 
refugees are contacted and integrated into the U.S. Bahl'i 
community. 
Status: The flow of Iranian Bahl'l refugees from Pakistan, 
Turkey and other countries to the U.S. from January to 
December 1989 reached its highest level in five years, to- 
taling 260 (246 from Pakistan and 14 from Turkey). Efforts 
to facilitate the resettlement of these refugees were com- 
plemented by a continued focus on the directive from the 
Universal House of Justice (given in its letter of February 
19, 1989, to the National Spiritual Assembly) to "make 
every effort to contact (Southeast Asian Bahh'is in the 
U.S.) and to integrate them into the Bahh'i community." 
ActMties: Cooperated with National Spiritual Assemblies 
and their appointed representatives in such countries as 
Pakistan, Turkey, Thailand and the Philippines where Ba- 
M'i refugees awaited transfer to the U.S. 
Continued to support the efforts made by the U.S. Bah4'i 
Refugee Office's representative in Lahore, Pakistan, to 
give cross-cultural training to US.-bound Iranian Bahh'i 
refugee families. 
Worked closely with the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS) to verify the Bahh'i status of those seeking 
asylum in the U.S. who claim Bahh'i membership. 
Assisted the Spiritual Assembly of Wilmette, Illinois, in 
adopting the Bahl'is in the Site I1 refugee camp in Thailand 
as a "sister community," discussed with it other relief ef- 
forts for Southeast Asian refugees on the Thai-Cambodian 

Visited a number of Bahh'i communities in the U.S. where 
Southeast Asian Bahh'i refugees reside to locate them and 
assess their needs, and to consult with members of the local 
Spiritual Assemblies in those areas. 
Attended the first Cambodian National Convention in Aus- 
tin, Texas, in September, the Hmong New Year celebration 
in San Diego, California, in December, and the Southeast 
Asian Bahh'f Conference in Stockton, California, in Jan- 
uary. 
Accepted appointment for a third year of s e ~ c e  as a mem- 
ber of the Mayor of Chicago's Immigrant and Refugee Ad- 
visory Committee. 
Hosted the first Soviet Bahh'is to visit the U.S. in 50 years 
by providing hospitality and tours of the Bahh'i House of 
Worship and the Bahh'i National Center. 
Presented a program at the Green Lake (Wisconsin) Bahh'f 
Conference entitled "Transforming Hearts: Teaching 
Among the Chinese and Southeast Asians." 
Co-sponsored, with the National Committee on Women, 
and attended the United Nations Human Rights Award 
ceremony in Oakland, California, at which four Southeast 
Asian women were honored for their accomplishments. 
Goal: To coordinate the Bahl'i International Chinese Sym- 
posium in San Francisco. 
Status: Completed. 
Activities: Coordinated, with the local Spiritual Assembly 
of San Francisco, the logistics and activities of the various 
task forces for the Symposium and the program which fea- 
tured as the keynote speaker David Hofman, retired mem- 
ber of the Universal House of Justice, and more than a 
dozen international speakers and panelists from such coun- 
tries as Canada, Hong Kong, Macau, Singapore, Suriname, 
Taiwan, Thailand and the United States. 
Coordinated two public events held in conjunction with the 
Symposium: "A Tribute to Chinese Culture," featuring a 
performance by the internationally acclaimed entertainer 
Zhu Ming Ying, and a Southeast Asian Bahh'i Conference, 
the program for which was conducted in six languages 
(English, Chinese, Lao, Hmong, Khmer and Vietnamese) 
and which featured music, testimonials and short presenta- 
tions. 
Invited and helped arrange for key speakers from the Sym- 
posium to remain in the U.S. to help with efforts to reach 
the Chinese people in the San Francisco area and on college 
campuses in Boston, New York, Los Angeles, Houston and 
Austin, Texas, with the Message of Bahh'u'llBh. 
Prepared packets for Symposium attendees that included 
information about the Faith and a BahB'i prayer book in 
Chinese, a copy of A Manual for Chinese Teaching, a Na- 
tional Teaching Committee newsletter on Chinese teaching, 
statistical information about Chinese people in the U.S., 
the "China Tablet" by 'Abdu'l-Bah& information provid- 
ed by the International Chinese Teaching Committee on 
reaching the Chinese, and basic facts about Chinese cul- 
ture. 
Reorinted for the Svmbasium 1.000 conies of the Interna- 



sponded to requests for such mate lals. 
Maintained a lending library in lrraille and cassette formats 
for BahVis and non-Baha'is. Upgraded and re-recorded 
some items to achieve higher quality. 
Provided subscriptions on tape to The American BahdY 
(gratis) and to the Journal of Bahd'tStudies (for a one-time 
charge of $5). 
Donated books in braille to the Louhelen Baha'i School li- 
brary. 

BahdY Committee for Services for the Hearing 
Impaired and Deqf 

God: To facilitate understanding and acceptance of indi- 
viduals with hearing loss in the American Baha'i communi- 
ty and to provide services for those who are deaf and their 
Baha'i communities. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Began steps to purchase for TDDs (teletype- 
writer device for the deaf) for the committee so that its 
members can communicate with one another by telephone. 
Offered sign-language interpreters to the Vision-to-Victory 
conferences. (Noted that two local Spiritual Assemblies in 
the metro Atlanta area regularly have made arrangements 
for interpreters through the Atlanta Baha'i Committee for 
the Hearing Impaired and Deaf for their proclamation 
events and have publicized the availability of such inter- 
preters in their publicity materials.) 
Established a task force to begin planning for a conference 
for Baha'is who are deaf or hearing impaired to take place 
around the time of the second Baha'i World Congress. 

Persian/American Affairs Ofcfice 
God: To promote the integration of Persian-speaking Ba- 
ha'is into the American community through collaboration 
with local Spiritual Assemblies, Groups and individuals; to 
develop projects and activities for areas where Persian- 
speaking Baha'is are concentrated; and to develop integra- 
tion programs that can be used by other agencies. 
Status: Ongoing. 
Activities: Produced each month two pages in Persian in 
The American BahdY 
Prepared a module on the integration of Persian-speaking 
Baha'is for the Local Spiritual Assembly Development Pro- 
gram. 
Provided references and materials for inclusion in the 
guidelines for local Spiritual Assemblies. 
Began compiling a list of individuals who may be called 
upon to help in matters related to the integration of 
Persian-speaking Baha'is. 
Researched ways to provide assistance and guidance to 
local Spiritual Assemblies in dealing with mental health 
problems of newly arrived Iranian Baha'is. 
Participated in a panel presentation about the persecution 
of Baha'is in Iran at the fifth annual Meeting of the Society 
for Traumatic Stress Studies in San Francisco at the invita- 
tion of the president of the Society. 

- -- -- - - - - , - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - I - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Universal House of Justice (given in its letter of February 
19, 1989, to the National Spiritual Assembly) to "make 
every effort to contact (Southeast Asian Baha'is in the 
U.S.) and to integrate them into the Baha'i community." 
Activities: Cooperated with National Spiritual Assemblies 
and their appointed representatives in such countries as 
Pakistan, Turkey, Thailand and the Philippines where Ba- 
M'i refugees awaited transfer to the U.S. 
Continued to support the efforts made by the U.S. Baha'i 
Refugee Office's representative in Lahore, Pakistan, to 
give cross-cultural training to US.-bound Iranian Baha'i 
refugee families. 
Worked closely with the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS) to verify the Bahl'i status of those seeking 
asylum in the U.S. who claim Baha'i membership. 
Assisted the Spiritual Assembly of Wilmette, Illinois, in 
adopting the Baha'is in the Site I1 refugee camp in Thailand 
as a "sister community," discussed with it other relief ef- 
forts for Southeast Asian refugees on the Thai-Cambodian 
border, and arranged to have students from the Baha'i 
School of the North Shore (Illinois) send hand-painted 
greeting cards to the Baha'i children in the Site I1 camp. 
Collaborated with the Office of Social and Economic De- 
velopment at the Baha'i World Center to make preliminary 
arrangements for opening a channel of assistance to Bahl'i 
refugees on the Thai-Cambodian border. 
Collaborated with Brilliant Star magazine to have an article 
on the children of the Site I1 camp and their Naw-Rk cele- 
bration printed in that publication. 
Obtained Baha'i deepening materials in the Lao, Khmer, 
Hmong and Vietnamese languages for use in promoting in- 
tegration and the spiritual education of Southeast Asian 
Baha'i refugees. 
Consulted with several local Spiritual Assemblies regarding 
the need for sponsors for and the integration of Southeast 
Asian Baha'i refugees. 
Received 46 responses from local Spiritual Assemblies and 
individual Baha'is interested in sponsoring Southeast Asian 
Baha'i refugees and provided a list of those parties to Ba- 
M'i refugee coordinators in Thailand and the Philippines. 
Provided materials in Southeast Asian languages for teach- 
ing and consolidation of Southeast Asian Baha'i refugees. 
Produced a publication entitled American Culture & Tradi- 
tions: A Handbook for New Americans to help local Spir- 
itual Assemblies better understand Baha'i refugee resettle- 
ment and sponsorship. 
Continued efforts to educate the U.S. Baha'i community 
about Southeast Asian Baha'is in the Thai-Cambodian 
border camps and their cultures through articles in The 
American BahdY 
Facilitated the transfer and enrollment of Southeast Asian 
Bahl'i refugees from Thailand and the Philippines and the 
registration of their children. Provided newly arrived refu- 
gees a letter of welcome from the National Spiritual Assem- 
bly, a handbook, a check list for Baha'i membership trans- 
fer and a membership questionnaire, and Baha'i registra- 
tion cards for children. 

the pr&am &r which was conducted in six languages 
(Finglish, Chinese, Lao, Hmong, Khmer and Vietnamese) 
and which featured music, testimonials and short presenta- 
tions. 
Invited and helped arrange for key speakers from the Sym- 
posium to remain in the U.S. to help with efforts to reach 
the Chinese people in the San Francisco area and on college 
campuses in Boston, New York, Los Angeles, Houston and 
Austin, Texas, with the Message of Bahl'u'llah. 
Prepared packets for Symposium attendees that included 
information about the Faith and a Baha'i prayer book in 
Chinese, a copy of A Manual for Chinese Teaching, a Na- 
tional Teaching Committee newsletter on Chinese teaching, 
statistical information about Chinese people in the U.S., 
the "China Tablet" by 'Abdu'l-Bahh, information provid- 
ed by the International Chinese Teaching Committee on 
reaching the Chinese, and basic facts about Chinese cul- 
ture. 
Reprinted for the Symposium 1,000 copies of the Interna- 
tional Chinese Teaching Committee's publication, A 
Manual for Chinese Teaching. 
Printed for the Symposium 1,000 copies of the Chinese 
translation (approved by the Baha'i Committee for China) 
of The Faith of Bahd'u'lldh by Shoghi Effendi in classical 
and simplified Chinese. 
Reprinted for the Symposium 100 sets of the Baha'i deep 
ening series in Chinese (seven booklets produced by the In- 
ternational Chinese Teaching Committee). 
Arranged for display and sale at the Symposium Baha'i in- 
troductory and deepening materials in the Chinese, Viet- 
namese, Lao, Hmong and Khmer languages. 
Coordinated the video taping of Symposium sessions. 

N.Y.C. marks African-Amerlcan Month 
The Bahh'is of New York City observed African- 

American History Month in February with a series of 
public meetings and an exhibit of photographs a t  the 
Bahh'f Center featuring prominent African-Amer- 
icans and their contributions to  American history. 

The first public meeting was held on Sunday, Jan- 
uary 30, with Counselor William Roberts speaking 
on "The Most Challenging Issue." As it would be for 
all the meetings, the auditorium was filled with Ba- 
hh'is and seekers, two of whom declared their belief 
in Bahd'u'llah. 

On February 1 1, Auxiliary Board member James 
Sturdivant spoke on "The Destiny of African-Arner- 
icans . ' ' 

One week later, Charles Lynch discussed the life 
and work of Robert Hayden, a Bahd'i who was one 
of America's leading poets, and on February 25, 
Counselor Robert Harris spoke about the Hand of 
the Cause of God Louis G. Gregory, a prominent 
black attorney and staunch promoter of racial unity 
during the early years of the Faith in this country. 


