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Facsimile of new membership card 
Soon you will be receiving your new RahB'i In the event of your death, and the explratlon date 

membership card. Because we thought you would of the card. 
like to know what' it will look like, a facsimile is 
shown below. The cards are scheduled for distribution to the 

The card will be plastic, slightly thinner than a American BahA'i toward the end Of 

credit card. It will be blue and white with the February and will with in 
headlng BAHA'I FAITH on the face. Also printed and 'panish. 

on the front of the card will be your namesand The National Spiritual Assembly wishes to re- 
Baha'i identification number. mind you that, because of the delay In distributing 

The reverse side will show a statementexpress- the new ID cards, you should keep your present 
ing your wish to have BahA'l burial laws observed identification card until the new one arrlbes. 

. , 

New directive on gossip, backbiting 
One of the most destructive acts against ~ 0 ~ 1 0 -  busy thyself with the faults of others? Whoso do- 

ty Is gossip. 'Abdu'l-BahB wrote: "Accordlng to eth this Is accursed of Me. 
the direct command of God, we are forbidden to 
utter slander." 0 SON OF MAN! 

 he time has come to shut the door on back. Breathe not the sin9 of others so long as thou 
biting and gossip In the American ~ ~ h a . 1  art thyself a slnner. Shouldst thou transgress this 
munity. command, accursed wouldst thou be, and to this I 

TO help the friends to overcome this odious bear witness. vhe Hidden Words of Bahd'u'llbh, 
habit, Local Spiritual Assemblies are hereby au- P. lo) 
thorlzed to warn thelr communities and Bahl'ls In That seeker should, also, regard backbltlng as 
the surroundlng area about those members who grievous error, and keep himself aloof from Its 
are Inveterate gossipers and who do not heed the domlnlon, inasmuch as backbltlng quencheth the 
warnings of the Assembly to cease and desist. light of the heart, and sxtingulsheth the life of the 

By inveterate backbltlng and gossip Is meant soul. (Qieanlngs from the Wrltlngs of Bahd'u'lldh, 
dlscusslon of others, whether true or not, which is p. 265) 
demeanlng to their characters. 0 My servants! Deprlve not yourselves of the 

If It comes the attentIan an Assembly lhat unfading and resplendent Light that shlneth with- 
an lndlviduai Is engaged in backbiting or gossip, in the Lamp of Divine Glory. Let the flame of the 
the Assembly Should lmmedlatel~ NInsult with love of God burn brightly within your radiant 
that person to verify the truth of the report. hearts. Feed it wlth the oil of Dlvlne guidance, and 

If necessary and the leach- protect it wlthin the shelter of your constancy. 
lngs On the subject may be dlscussed and the In- Guard It wlthln the globe of trust and detachment 

warned lhat the may be In- from all else but God, so that the whlsperlngs of 
formed about hls loose and derogatory talk. the ungodly may not extlngulsh Its light." (Qlean- 

If, after such a warning, the gossip continues, lngs from the Writings of Bah&'u'li$h, pp. 325-326) 
the Assembly may notify the community. 

To help the friends deepen thelr understanding Wr'tlngs 'Abdu'i.Bah4 
of the prohlbltlon against gossip and backbltlng, Accordlng to the direct command of God, we 
the following extracts from the BahA'I Wrltlngs on are forbidden to utter slander. (WI11 and Testa- 
that subject are printed here: ment of 'Abdu'l-Bahb) 
Wrltlngs of Bahl'u'lldh Wrltlngs on behalf of the Quardlan 
0 SON OF BEING! If we BahA'ls cannot attain to cordial unity 
How couldst thou forget thine own faults and among ourselves, then we fall to reallse the main 

; I 
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purpose for which the BAb, BahA'u'llAh and the If we profess loyalty to BahA'u'llAh, to our 
beloved Master lived and suffered. Beloved Master and our dear Guardian, then we 

In order to achieve thls cordial unity one of  the must show our love by obedience to these explicit 
first essentials insisted on by BahA'u'llAh and 'Ab- teachings. Deeds not words are what they de- 
du'l-BahA is that we resist the natural tendency to mand, and no amount of fervour in the use of ex- 
let our attention dwell on the faults and failings of pressions of loyalty and adulation wlll compen- 
others rather than on our own. Each of us is re- sate for fallure to live in the spirit of the teachings. 
sponsible for one life only, and that Is our own. (From a letter dated May 12, 1925, written on be- 

Each of us is immeasurably far from being "per- half of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer) 
fect as our heavenly Father is perfect" and the 
task of perfecting our own life and character is From a letter written by the Universal House of 
one that requires all our attention, our will-power Justice 
and energy. BahA'u'ilAh also recognizes that human beings 

If we allow our attention and energy to be taken are fallible. He knows that, in our weakness, we 
up in efforts to keep others right and remedy their shall repeatedly stumble when we try l o  walk in 
faults, we are wasting precious time. We are like the path He has pointedbout to us. 
ploughmen each of whom has his team to manage If all human beings became perfect the moment 
and his plough to direct, and in order to keep his they accepted the call of BahA'u'llAh this world 
furrow straight he must keep his eye on his goal would be another world. It is in light of our frailty 
and concentrate on his own task. that 'Abdu'l-BahA appealed to the friends every- 

If  he looks to this side and that to see how Tom ' where to love each other and stressed the em- 
and Harry are getting on and to criticize their phatic teaching of BahA'u'llAh that each of us 
ploughing, then his own furrow will assuredly should concentrate upon improving his or her own 
become crooked. life and ignore the faults of others. 

On no subject are the Baha'i teachings more How many times the Master stressed the need 
emphatic than on the necessity to abstain from for unity, for without it His Father's Cause dould 
fault-finding and backbiting while being ever ea- not go forward. (From a letter to an individual be- 
ger to discover and root out our own faults and liever from the Universal House of Justice dated 
overcome our own failings. July 24, 1973) 

Chaste, holy life keystone of Baha'i behavior 
"A chaste and holy life must be made the con- forming drugs. It condemns the prostitution of art 

trolling principle in the behavior and conduct of and of literature, the practices of nudism and of 
all BahA'ls, both in their social relations with companionate marriage, infidelity in marital rela- 
members of their own community, and in their tionships, and all manner of promiscuity, of easy 
contact with the world at large," Shoghi Effendl familiarity, and of sexual vices. It can tolerate no 
writes in The Advent of Divine Justice, p. 25. compromise with the theories, the standards, the 

The Guardian continues: "Such a chaste and habits, and the excesses of a decadent age. Nay 
holy life, with its implications of modesty, purity, rather it seeks to demonstrate, through the 
temperance, decency, and clean-mindedness, in- dynamic force of Its example, the pernicious 
volves no less than the exercise of moderation In character of such theories, the falsity of such 
all that pertains to dress, language, amusements, standards, the hollowness of lsuch clalms, the 
and all artistic and literary avocations. It demands perversity of such habits, and the sacrilegious 
daily vigilance In the control of  one's carnal character of such excesses." 
desires and corrupt inclinations. It calls for the In a letter through hls secretary, the Guardian 
abandonment of a frivolous conduct, with its ex- wrote on September 5, 1938: 
cessive attachment to  trlvial and often "The Baha'i Teachings on this matter, which IS 
misdirected pleasures. of such vital concern and about which there Is 

"It requires total abstinence from all aicohollc such a wlde divergency of views, are very clear 
drinks, from oplum, and from similar habit- and emphatic. Briefly stated the BahA'l concep- 

tion of sex is based on the belief that chastity 

Use of 'Greatest Name' should be strictly practiced by both sexes, not on- 
ly because it is in itself highly commendable 

The symbol of the   re ate st Name Is a sacred ethically, but also due to its being the only way to 
symbol of the BahA'I Faith. The use of this symbol a happy and successful marital life. Sex relatlon- 
is legally protected for proper BahA'l use under ships in any form, outside marriage, are not per- 
the trademark registration by the National missible therefore, and whoso violates this rule 
Spiritual Assembly through the U.S. Patent Office. wlll not only be responsible to God, but will incur 

Because of the slgnlficance of the symbol it the necessary punishment from soclety. 
should be dlsplayed only In BahA'l Centers or "The BahA'I Faith recognlzes the value of the 
homes and should not generally be used in con- sex impulse, but condemns Its Illegitimate and 
nection with publicity photos; l.e., photos appear- Improper expressions such as free love, compan- 
lng in news media. It has been noted that some ionate marriage and others, all of which it con- 
BahA'I communities and Groups have used the siders posltlvely harmful to man and to the socie- 
symbol In news photos to identify the persons in ty in which he lives. The proper use of the sex ln- 
the photo as BahA'ls. stinct is the natural right of every Individual, and It 

The symbol of the Greatest Name should not be is precisely for this purpose that the institutlon of 
used in exhibits at fairs, or in store window marriage has been established. The BahA'ls do 
dlsplays on the Faith. not believe in the suppression of the sex impulse 

In addition, the symbol should dot be used in but in its regulation and control." 
programs, or on giveaway literature. In a letter to an Individual believer dated Oc- 
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tober 17,1968, the Universal Houseof Justice sald tlve merely by l i v i n ~  according to a set of rigid 
in part: regulations. When his life is oriented towards ser- 

"It is neither possible nor desirable for the vice to BahB'u'llBh, and when every conscious act 
Universal House of Justice to set forth a set of is performed within this frame of reference, he will 
rules covering every situation. Rather it is the task not fail to achieve the true purpose of his life. 
of the individual believer to determine, according "Therefore every believer must continually 
to his own prayerful understanding of the study the sacred Writings and the instructions of 
Writings, precisely what his course of conduct the beloved Guardian, striving always to attain a 
should be in relation to situations which he en- new and better understanding of their import to 
counters in his daily life. If he is to fulfill his true him and to his society. He should pray fervently 
mission in life as a follower of the Blessed Perfec- for Divine Guidance, wlsdom and strength to do 
tlon, he will pattern his iife according to the what is pleasing to God, and to serve Him at all 
Teachings. The believer cannot attain this objec- times and to the best of his ability." 

Teaching Committee offers 7 Year Plan quiz 
To help the friends test their knowledge of the b. exercise the utmost economy. 

provisions of the Seven Year Plan, the National c. buy as much as they can while things are still 
Teaching Committee has prepared a quiz that ap- available so the communities will not suffer. 
pears below. 12. True or false: 

Circle the answer that you feel is correct. Prominent people should not be approached with 
Answers to the questlons appear on Page 6. the Faith. 

Fuller explanations may be found in the Seven 
Year message that is available from the 13. What does the Unlversal House of Justlce clte 

Baha'i Publishing Trust and that appeared in the as the magnet that attract the masses to the 
July 1979 issue of Bahh'i News. Cause? 

14. The Universal House of Justlce states that at 
1. The number of Local Splrltual Assemblies in the the heart of all actlvltles, the splrltual, Intellectual 
world has now grown to: and communlty llfe of the believers must be 
a. over 27,000 developed and fostered, and It sets forth certain 
b. over 25,000 requirements to accomplish this. What are some 
c. 22,000 of these requirements? 
2. True or false: In the United States, certain goals must be achiev- 
The BahB'I community is immune to the ills that ed In the first two years. Circle the answers you 
afflict society. believe to be the most correct. 

3. True or false: 15. The number of Local Spiritual Assemblies Is to 
There are counfrles in which BahB'i administrative be increased to: 
institutions cannot operate or have had to be a. 1,400 
disbanded. b. 1,550 
4. What four dlstlngulshlng characterlstlcs, c. 1,650 
speciflcally mentioned In the Seven Year Plan, are d. 2,000 
attracting the Interest of the people? 
a. 16. The number of localltles where Bahl'is reside 
b. Is to be Increased to: 
c. a. 7,000 
d. b. 7,200 
5. True or false: c. 7,500 
in Western Europe the friends have to struggle to d. 
teach the ~ a i t h  because of great indifference. 17. ~t least 700 Local Splritual Assernblles are 
6. True or false: speclflcally expected to: 
The Universal House of Justice has decided to a. contribute regularly to the Fund. 
delay the completion of the Seat of the House of b. become incorporated. 
Justice. c. adopt extension teaching goals. 
7. Whlch House of Worship must be completed d- meet more 
durlng the first two years of the Plan? 18. The states of Callfornla, Illlnols, New York. 
a. India and the District of Columbia am to: 
b. Bermuda a. pray for the teaching work in the rest of the 
c. Samoa country. 
8. How many new National Splrltual Assemblies b- aim at numbers. 
must be brought Into belng during the Plan? c. be audacious and fearless In teaching the local 

authorities. 
9. True or false: d. aim at maintaining their present rate of growth. 
Consoiidation 1s no longer A priority because e. use extreme caution in teaching non-Bah&'ls. 
what is needed are more Assemblies. 

19. The partlclpatlon of Bahh'i youth should be 
10. True or false: emphaslzed In: 
Each national BahB'f community must b€Icome a. college fraternities and sororities. 

dependent On Other BahB'i b. social and cultural activities of various organi- 
11. With regard to the Funds, the Bahh'is should: zations. 
a. put their money into savings as an investment c. teaching and consolidation activities. 
for the future. d. vouth Spiritual Assemblies. 

! 
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20. The teachlng work among the mlnorlties Is to a. are the last seven digits o f  the National 
be: Teaching Committee office's WATS telephone 
a. carefully reconsidered. number. 
b. temporarily abandoned. b. are the years in an individual's life when he Is 
c. maintained. most susceptible to deepening, and for which 
d. intensified. special materials are beina ore~ared. 

21. The teachlng actlvlty most strongly advocated 
by the Natlonal Spiritual Assembly for carrying 
out the Plan is: 
a. community firesides. 
b. individual teaching. 
c. team teaching. 
d. all methods of teaching. 
e. none of the above. 

22. The numbers 1, 5, 9, 15, 30 

c: represent important niliestones in the sys- 
tematic growth of any BahA'I community. 
d. represent a code, the meaning of which wiil be- 
come known at the end of the Seven Year Plan. 
23. The responslblllty of the lndlvldurl Bahb'i Is: 
a. to rely on his Assembly or the Distrlct Teaching 
Committee to win the goals. 
b. to bring in at least one new believer each year. 
c. to go to as many firesides as possible. 
d. to teach only people who are spiritual. 

Extracts on criticism, faultfinding 
in today's world, critlclsm and fault-finding are 

daily fare. Virtually all human pursuits, whether 
they be In government, commerce, the arts, 
academic, or sport are saturated with their debili- 
tating influence. 

The people of BahB, however, are called to a 
higher standard. They are enjoined to rid them- 
selves of every trace of fault-flnding and conten- 
tion, to look to the good and forget the bad, to pro- 
mote unity and harmony instead of division and 
conflict. 

To help BahB'ls understand thls fundamental 
teaching of the Faith and to give them courage to 
purge their communities of the evil effects of 
criticism, fault-finding and contention, the follow- 
ing extracts from the Bahi'i Writlngs are provid- 
ed: 
From the Wrltlngs of Bahl'u'llBh 

Nothing whatever can, in thls Day, inflict a 
greater harm upon this Cause than dissension 
and strife, contention, estrangement, and apathy, 
among the loved ones of God. (Gleanings from the 
Wrltlngs of Bahl'u'lllh, p. 9) 
0 ye that dwell on earth! The rellgion of God Is 

for love and unity; make It not the cause of enmity 

Assembly problems 
From time to time the Natlonal Spiritual 

Assembiy is asked whether a member of a Local 
Spirltual Assembly may be asked to absent 
himself from the portion of an Assembly meetlng 
at which a problem in which he is involvd Is to be 
discussed. 

The Universal House of Justice, In a letter to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the U.S. dated 
Aprli 23, 1964, wrote the following about this mat- 
ter: 

"Concerning the question of the presence of a 
member of an Assembly during the discussion of 
his personal problems, ail members of a.Spiritual 
Assembly have the right and duty to participate in 
all meetings of the Assembiy. The Assembly can- 
not require a member to absent himself from a 
properly called Assembly meetlng. 

"Should an Assembly, not being aware of this 
Instruction, rule .otherwise, the member must 
nevertheless obey the Assembly. If he conscien- 
tiously feels that an injustice has been done his 
remedy is to appeal the declslon of the 
Assembly." 

or dissension. (Tablets of Bahb~u'llbh, p. 220) 
Conflict and contention are categorically for- 

biddenin His Book. This Is a decree of God in this 
Most Great Revelation. It is divinely preserved 
from annulment and is Invested by Him with the 
splendour of His conflrmatlon. Verily He Is the Ali- 
Knowing, the Ail-Wise. (Tablets of Bahl'u'llbh, p. 
221) 

0 Son of Dust! Verily I say unto thee: Of all men 
the most negligent is he that dlsputeth Idly and 
seeketh to advance himself over his brother. (The 
Hidden Words of Bah4'u'Ilbh, pp. 23-24) 

Show forbearance and benevolence and love to 
Ohe another. Should any one among you be in- 
capable of grasping a certain truth, or be striving 
to com~rehend It. show forth. when converslna 
with hlm, a spirit df extreme ki"d1iness and goog 
wiil. Help hlm to see and recognize the truth, 
without esteeming yourself to be, in the least, su- 
perior to him, or to be possessed of greater en- 
dowments. (Oleanlngs from the Writlngs of 
Bahl'u'lllh, p. 8) 

if any differences arise amongst you, behold 
Me, standing before your face, and overlook the 
faults of one another for My name's sake and as a 
token of your love for My manifest and re- 
splendent Cause. (Qleanlngs from the Writlngs of 
Bahb'u'lYh, p. 315) 
From the Wrltlngs of 'Abdu'l-Bah6 

Beware lest ye offend the feelings of anyone, or 
sadden the heart of any person, or move the ton- 
gue in reproach of, and finding fault with any- 
body ... Beware, beware that any one rebuke or r e  
proach a soul, though he may be an ill-wisher and 
an ill-doer. (Pattern of Bahb'i Life, p. 27) 

Do not argue with anyone, and be wary of dlspu- 
tatlon. Speak out the truth. if your hearer ac- 
cepteth, the aim is achieved. If he Is obdurate, you 
should leave hlm to himself, and place your trust 
in God. Such is the quality of those who are firm in 
the Covenant. (The lndlvldual and Teaching, p. 13) 

The text of the Divine Book is thls: If two souls 
quarrel and contend about a question of the Di- 
vine questions, differing and dlsputlng, both a n  
wrong. The wisdom of this Incontrovertible law of 
God is this: That between two souls from amongst 
the believers of God, no contention and dispute 
may arise; that they may speak with each other 
with infinite amity and love. Should there appear 
the least trace of controversy, they must remain 



' 9 '  National 1 Baha~ Rwiew I 

! 

sllent, and both parties must continue their and energy. If we allow our attentlon and energy 
discussions no longer, but ask the reality of the to be taken up in efforts to keep others right and 
question from the Interpreter. This is the lrrefuta- remedy thelr faults, we are wasting preclous time. 
ble command! (Tablets of the Divine Plan, 'pp. We are llke ploughmen each of whom has hls 
2 1-22) team to manage and his plough to dlrect, and in 
From letters written an behalf of Shoghl Effendi Order to keep his furrow straight he must keep his 

eye on his goal and concentrate on hls own task. ... Vicious criticism Is Indeed a calamity. But its If he looks to this side and that to see how Tom 
root 1s lack of faith in the system of Baha'u'iiah, and Harry are getting on and to criticlse their 
I-e-s the Order-and lack of Obe- ploughing, then his own furrow will assuredly be. 
dience to Hlm-for He has forbldden it! If the crooked. 
BahB'is would follow the Baha'i laws in voting, in On no subject are the Bahgl teachings more 

In serving and In by Assembly emphatic than on the necessity to abstain from 
ail this waste Of strength fault-finding and backbiting while being ever 

criticlsing others could be diverted into coopera- eager to discover and root out our own faults and 
tlon and achieving the Plan ... (From a letter dated overcome our own 
December 18, 1949, to an Individual bellever and If we profess loyalty to BahAfu911Ah, to our 
published In the July I950 Issue of hhh ' i  News) @eioved Master and our dear Guardian, then we 

The Guardlan believes that a great deal of the must show our love by obedience to these expllclt 
dlfflculties from which the believers ... feel them- teachings. Deeds not words are what they de- 
selves to be suffering are caused by their neither mand, and no amount of fervour In the use of ex- 
correctly understandlng or putting Into practlce presslons of loyalty and adulation wlll compen- 
the admlnlstratlon. sate for failure to llve In the spirlt of the teachlngs. 

They seem-many of them-to be prone to con- (From a letter dated May 12, 1925, wrltten on 
tlnually challenging and crltlclzlng the declslons behalf of Shoghl Effendl to an lndlvldual believer 
of their assemblies. If the BahB'ls undermlne the and publlshed In The Bahl'i Life, p. 3) 
very leaders are, however Immaturely, seek- When criticism and harsh words arise within a 
ing to coordinate BahB'I actlvltles and administer Bah#I there Is no remedy except to 
Bah.4'1 affairs, if they contlnuall~ criticize their put the past behind one, and persuade all con- 
acts and Or bellttle their declslonss they cerned to turn over a new leaf, and for the sake of 

Only prevent any real rapid progress In the God and His Faith refraln from mentlonlng the 
Faith's development from taking place* but they subjects which have led to mlsunderstandlng and 
repe1 quite rightly may ask we Inharmony. The more the friends argue back and 
ever expect the whole when we are forth and maintain, each slde, that thelr point of 
so dlsunlted among ourselves! view Is the right one the worse the whole sltuatlon 

There is only one remedy for thls: to study the becomes. 
admlnlstration, to obey the assemblies, and each When we see the condition the world is In to. 
believer seek perfect hls Own character as a day, we must surely forget these utterly lnslgnlfl. 

We can never exert the Influence Over cant Internal disturbances, and rush, unitedly, to 
others whlch we can evert over ourselves. the rescue of humanlty. You should urge your 

If we are better, if we show love, Patience, and feilow-Bah&'is to take this point of view, and to 
understandlng of the weaknesses of others, if we support you In 8 strong effort to suppress every seek never criticize but rather critical thought and every harsh word, In order to 
others will do likewise, and we can really help the let the spirit of Bah&'u911&h flow Into the entire 
Cause Our example and community, and unite It In HIS love and In HIS ser- 
strength. vice. (From a letter dated February 16, 1951, to an 

The. BahP'ls everywhere* when the adminlstra- individual believer and pubilshed In The Brh6'l 
tlon Is flrst established, find It very difficult to ad- ~ l f ~ ,  p, 19) 
Just themselves. They have to learn to obey, even 
when the assembly may be wrong, for the sake of From the Unlwrsal House of Justice 
unlty. They have to sacrlflce their personalities, to you ask in your letter for guidance on the Impll- 
a certain extent, in order that the Community life catlons of the prohlbitlon on backbltlng and more 
may grow and develop as a whole. speclflcally whether, In moments of anger or d a  

These things are difficult, but we must realize presslon, the believer Is permitted to turn to his 
that they will lead us to a very much greater, more friends to uburden his soul and discuss his prob 
perfect, way of life when the Falth IS properly es- lem In human relations. 
tablished according to the admlnlstratlon. (From Normally, It Is posslble to describe the sltuatlon 
a letter dated October 6, 1943, written on behalf of surrounding a problem, and seek help and advice 
Shoghl Effendi to an lndivldual believer) in resolving It, wlthout necessarily mentlonlng 

If we Bahd'ls cannot attain to cordlal unlty names. The lndivldual bellever should seek to do 
among ourselves, then we fall to realize the maln this, whether he Is consulting a frlend, Bahh'l or 
purpose for whlch the Bdb, BahA'u'llBh and the non-Bahl'l, or whether that frlend Is consultlng 
Beloved Master lived and suffered. him. 

In order to achieve this cordial unlty one of the 'Abdu'l-BahA does not permit adverse crltlcism 
flrst essentials Insisted on by BahA'u'llAh and 'Ab- of lndlvlduals by name In dlscusslons among the 
du'l-Bah8 Is that we resist the natural tendency to friends, even If the one crltlclzlng belleves that he 
let our attentlon dwell on the faults and failings of is dolng So to protect the interests of the Cause. 
others rather than on our own. Each of us is re- If the situation IS of such gravlty as to endanger 
sponsibie for one llfe only, and that is our own, the Interests of the Faith, the complaint, as Your 

Each of us Is Immeasurably far from being "per- National Splrltual Assembly has Indicated, should 
fect as our heavenly Father is perfect" and the be submitted to the Local Splrltual Assembly, or 
task of perfecting our own llfe and character is as you state to a representative of the instltutlon 
one that requires all our attention, our will-power of the Counsellors, for conslderatlon and action. 

I 
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In such cases, of course, the name of the person "Each of us is responsible for one llfe only, and 
or persons involved will have to be mentioned. that is our own. Each of us is Immeasurably far 

You also ask what one should do to "handle de- from being 'perfect as our heavenly Father is 
pression and anger with someone" one feels perfect' and the task of perfecting our own life 
"very positively about." The Universal House of and character is one that requires all our atten- 
Justice suggests that you call to mind the admo- tion, our will-power and energy ... On no subject 
nitions found in our Writings on the need to over- are the Baha'i teachings more emphatic than on 
look the shortcomings of others, to forgive and the necessity to abstain from fault-finding and 
conceal their misdeeds, not to expose their bad backbiting, while being ever eager to discover and 
qualities, but to search for and affirm their praise- root out our own faults and overcome our own fail- 
worthy ones, and to endeavour to be always for- ings." 
bearing, patient, and merciful. Such passages as The Universal House of Justice will pray at the 
the following extract from oneof the letters writ- Holy Shrines for you and on behalf of the dear 
ten on behalf of the beloved Guardian by his sec- friends listed in your letter. (From a letter dated 
retary will also be helpful: September 23, 1975, to an individual believer) 

Pilgrims' notes carry no weight of authority 
A number of questions have been raised of late Central Figures of the Faith and the Guardian 

about the notes made by Baha'is during their pii- hold no authority. 
grimages to the BahA'l World Centre during the The Natlonal Spiritual Assembly discourages 
ministry of the Guardian. individuals and institutions from selling pilgrims' 

A basic tenet of the Faith Is that only those notes as they would other BahB'I literature and 
things that have been revealed in the form of Tab- suggests that before concluslons are drawn 
lets by the BAb, BahA'u'llAh and 'Abdu'l-BahA, to- statements made in the notes be compared to 
gether with the writings of Shoghl Effendi, and the other statements found in the writings of the 
Universal House of Justice, have binding authori. Guardian on the same subject. 
ty over the friends. To help the friends know how to regard pll- 

The notes of pllgrlms and stories about the grims' notes, the National Spiritual Assembly has 
prepared a compilation of extracts from letters on 

Answers to Plan quiz the subject written on behalf of the Guardian that 
appear below. 

1. b He would also urge you to attach no Importance 
2. False to the stories told about 'Abdu'i-BahA or to those 
3. True attributed to Him by the Friends. These should be 
4. a. unlty regarded in the same light as the notes and 

b. steadfastness impressions of visiting pilgrims. They need not be 
c. radlance suppressed, but they also should not be given 
d. good reputation prominence or official recognition. (Prlnclples of 

5. True Bahh'i Admlnlstration, p. 34) 
6. False 
7. Samoa The Guardian feels we should not publish any 
8. 19 pllgrlm's notes In the Bahh'i News. The Friends 
9. False understand that pilgrims' notes are their impres- 
10. False sions of the Guardian's comments and not 
11. b specific or authentic teachings. We must confine 
12. False. They should be approached at the dlrec. our understanding of the teachings to the authen- 
tion of the National Splrltuai Assembly, hot by In. tic and approved Writings of the Faith. (By approv- 
dividuals. ed, of course, I mean, approved translations, etc.) 
13. The degree to which Bahd'i communltles em. This is particularly Important, because 
body the dialnguishlng characterlstlcs of Baha'i reports we receive here, It appears s m ~ e  of the pil- 
life. grims have apparently misunderstood the Guar- 
14. prosecut~on Increased "lgor of the dian's comments. The Guardian instructs that no 
development of Local Splrltual Assemblies so pilgrim's notes be published in Bahh'i News in the 
that they may exercise thelr benellclal Influence future. (From a letter to the National S~iritual 
and guidance on the life of Bahh'i communities; Assembly of the United States dated January 18, 
the nurturing of a deeper understanding of Baha'i l9s3) 
family Ilfe; the Bahh'i education of children In. He has been told that some of the friends are 
cludlng the holding of regular Baha'i classes; the disturbed over reports brought back by the pil- 
encouragement of Bahh'i youth In study and sera grims concerning the dangers facing America In 
vice; the encouragement of Baha'i women to exer- the future whenever another world conflagration 
clse to the full thelr privileges and responsiblllties breaks out. 
In the work of the communlty. He does not feel that the BahB'ls should waste 
15. c time dwelling on the dark side of things. Any intei- 
16. b ligent person can understand from the experl- 
17. c ences of the last world war, and keeping abreast 
18. b of what modem science has developed in the way 
19. c of weapons for any future war, that big cities all 
20. d over the world are going to be in tremendous dan- 
21. d ger. This Is what the Guardian has said to the pll- 
22. c grims. (From a letter dated June 20, 1954, to the 
23. b National Spiritual Assembly of the U.S.) 
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It is very lndlscreet to let non-Baha'is see our words o f  the Guardian, not a dissertation on his 
Pilgrim Notes, but there is no objection to sharing part, but parts of a conversation ... (From a letter 
them with the Baha'is. They are not the verbatim to Individual believers dated August 30, 1957) 

Teachings on cohabitation discussed 
Cohabitation can be defined as the sharing of a accordingly. 

common residence by members of the opposite Another example of cohabitatlon is the sharing 
sex who are unmarried or otherwise unrelated by of a residence by individuals of the opposite sex 
immediate family ties. In many quarters it has who are of considerably different ages. In such 
become commonplace for couples to live together cases the Local Assembly must determine if an 
without having consecrated and formalized their impression of immorality or wrongdoing is being 
union by spiritual and legal means. fostered and, i f  so, instruct the believers to make 

The Baha'i Faith views such relationships as other arrangements. 
immoral, and affirms that marriage is the only An Instance that is seldom considered but to 
relationship through which physical intimacy be- which Bahb'is should nonetheless be attentive is 
tween a couple should occur. the common practice of men and women vislting 

Cohabitation also assumes other forms. Baha'i eaoh other alone in their respective homes, apart- 
youth, for example, have been known to share a ments, or dormitory rooms. 
common residence on teaching projects or when Such vislts often create the appearance of pro- 
traveling. Even when properly chaperoned, such miscuity, especially when they extend late into 
arrangements can create the impression of im- the evening. Baha'is should avoid placing them- 
morality. selves in such situations, even when there is not 

Certainly it would be unacceptable for BahA'I the least trace of promiscuity. 
youth to share the same residence without The guiding principle that applies in all such 
chaperones; and when they attend weekend cases Is that the conduct of Baha'is must be com- 
events in numbers, arrangements should be made pletely beyond reproach and must stand in sharp 
so that the men are housed in one area or building contrast to the current practices of society, 
and the women in another. In such cases Assem- whose values are thoroughly confused and stray 
blies or District Teaching Committees sponsoring so far from the Divine standard. 
the event should give careful consideration to the The friends must realize that the Baha'i world is 
housing accommodations and advise the youth raising up the standards of morality from the 

depths to which they have fallen and that a chaste 

'Just government' defined and holy life, as the beloved Guardian explained, 
"can tolerate no compromise with the theories, 

has been given by the Universal the standards, the habits, and the excesses of a 

House of Justice to for the information of decadent age." further references on living a 

the Baha'is of the United States the following ex- and holy life, pkase see The Advent Of 

cerpts from a letter to an American believer who Dlvine Justice, pp. 24-28, and The Dynamic Force 

asked the House of Justice about the meaning of Of Examplev pp' 93-98') 
"just government." The reply calls attention to a 
letter to a believer dated September 7. 1937, in Appeals for hospitality 
which the beloved Guardian said: 

"As regards the Bahh'i principle of obedience Some time ago the National Spiritual Assembly 
to just governments, what is meant here by just is sent Local Spiritual Assemblies and District 
recognized and well-established authority." Teaching Committees a letter of instructions 

The Universal House of Justice further states about how to deal with appeals from transient in- 
that in a letter to the National Teaching Commit- dividuals for hospitality and material assistance. 
tee for Central America dated July 3, 1948, the Since such appeals will multiply as our numbers 
beloved Guardian, In explaining further the state- grow and movement throughout the Baha'i com- 
ment in the Master's Will, said: munity increases, these instructions are now be- 

"What the Master's statement really means is ing shared with all members of the Baha'i com- 
obedience to a duly constituted government, munity for their guidance and protection in 
whatever that government may be in form. We are responding to calls or demands for help. 
not the ones, as indlvldual Baha'is, to judge our Because it is generally known that BahA'ls are 
government as just or unjust-for each believer by nature, training and conviction kind, generous 
would be sure to hold a different viewpoint, and and sympathetlc, it is not uncommon for them to 
within our own Baha'i fold a hotbed of dissension receive appeals for financial and other kinds of 
would spring up and destroy our unity. We must emergency assistance from itinerant BahA'is or 
bulld up our Baha'i system, and leave the faulty seekers. While it is left to the discretion of those 
systems of the world to go their way. We cannot believers to respond as they see fit, it should be 
change them through our becoming involved In remembered that theirs Is not a travelers' aid or 
them; on the contrary, they will destroy us." social welfare agency prepared to serve the needs 

The same believer who asked about the mean- of Itinerants other than on some selective and 
ing of "just government" also asked whether or discriminating basls. 
not Baha'is should own or buy guns to protect Although Baha'u'llhh has told us to "be a home 
themselves and their families. The Universal for the stranger ... a treasure to the poor ... an 
House of Justice replied: answerer of the cry of the needy," no BahA'I 

"Under the present circumstances in the United should presume that the hospitality of his fellow 
States it is preferable that Baha'is not buy or own Baha'is is his due. He has stated: "No man should 
arms for their protectlon or the protection of their enter the house of his friend, save at his friend's 
families."   lea sure, nor lay hands upon his treasures, nor 

? 
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prefer his own will to his friend's, and In no wise numbers, and even the persons within those 
seek advantage over him ..." Thus He makes organizations who can deal with such emergen- 
hospltallty the prerogative of the host and not of cles. In many communltles the local pollcedepart- 
the guest. Common courtesy demands that an In- ment Is able to provlde such Information. 
dlvidual should not Impose himself upon anyone Loving and careful support should be extended 
without prior lnvltatlon and Bahd'ls should be far to any who have a true moral claim upon the com- 
more courteous than others in this respect. passion of the lndlvidual Baha'i or the Local 

Many years ago the Guardlan expressed the Splrltual Assembly, but often times loving con- 
view that when a Local Spiritual Assembly has sultation may serve to remove the obstacles 
before It a case of urgent distress it should which, perhaps unconsclousiy, have been the 
endeavor, first, to have It relieved by the in- cause of the distress. 
divldual's own family, and second, to exercise the Charity must always be seen In Its proper light 
rlght of all cltlzens to employ all civil instruments of responsibility and those to whom appeals for 
of help In distress. assistance are made must themselves determine 

Therefore, when traveling persons call upon the extent to which, In light of the vital needs of 
Assembly secretaries or lndlvldual Bahl'is for the National Bahl'i Fund, they should utilize thelr 
flnancial asslstance or food and lodging, they personal resources In solving the material prob- 
should in most Instances be dlrected to the local lems of needy humankind. It should be remem- 
welfare office or travelers' aid. For reedy bered that the employment and financial prob- 
reference every Assembly should know where lems of many drifting, rootless persons can only 
these offices are located, thelr. telephone be solved In ways other than mere charity. 

-Natlonsl Splrltusl Aesambly 

The Mends must engage in some useful work, profession ' 

In Tho Hidden Words BahB'u'lldh says: "0 My counted as among the dead, nay better are the 
servant! Ye are the trees of My garden; ye must dead in the slght of God than those ldle and 
glve forth goodly and wondrous fruits, that ye worthless souls." 
 ourselves and others may profit therefrom. Thus 1~0 servant! The best of men are they that earn 
It Is Incumbent On eve, One engage In crafts a llvellhood by thelr calling and spend upon 
and professions* therein lies the secret themselves and upon thelr kindred for the love of 
wealth, 0 men of understanding! For results de-  GO^, the Lord of all worlds." (1he Hidden Words, 
pend upon means, and the grace of God shall be Persian, NOS. 80,81,82, pp. 50.51) 
all-sufflclent unto you. Trees that yield no fruit 
have been and ever will be for the fire." In an early communlcatlon to the National 

Splrltual Assembly of the U.S. commenting on 
"O My servant! The basest Of men are that this subject, the beloved Guardlan wrote that In 

yield On earth. Such men are the Aqdas BahB'u'lldh makes It clear that ldle peo- 
ple who lack that desire to work can have no place Acmmmodating In the new World Order. Eve, lndlvldual, no mat- 

The Natlonal Splrltual Assembly has received a ler Or limited he may be* Is 
recommendatlon from an lndivldual believer that under the engage in Or 
BahB'l conferences and conventions be held at profession- 
facllltles accessible to the handicapped. The Na- has Only a purpose, but has 
tlonal Splrltual Assembly heartily endorses the a in because It draws us nearer 
recommendation. and enables us to better grasp HIS purpose for us 

All national committees, Local Spiritual Assem- In this world. Work, especially when performed In 
biles, and Dlstrlct Teaching Committees are a of service, Is, according to Bahgu'llAh, a 
hereby asked to give careful attention to whether 
a faclllty can accommodate the handicapped NO work on 9 Holy Days 
when they are in the process of selecting a con- 
ference or convention site. All facillties should be In a letter Ihe Splrltuai Of 
accessible to wheelchairs, elther by ramps or by the written On Of the 
elevators. by his secretary on July 7, 1947, Bahd'ls are In- 

The importance of taking the needs of our ban- formed that work 1s forbidden on nine of our 11 
dlcapped brothers and slsters Into account when Days. These are listed On the BahB" calen- 
planning our conferences and conventions brings darsl which give the dates the 
to mlnd the Importance of exerclslng at all tlmes Day Feasts. The letter states: 
the attribute of -courtesy exemplified so won- "He wlshes to stress the fact that, accordln~ to 
drously by 'Abdu'l-BahB, Who enjolned us to "be our Bah6'1 laws, work Is forbidden on our nine 
loving fathers to the orphans, and a refuge to the holy days. Eellevers who have Independent 
helpless, and a treasury to the poor, and a cure for businesses or shops should refraln from worklng 
the alling. Be ye the helpers of every victim of op- on these days. Those who are In government 
presslon, the patrons of the disadvantaged. Thlnk employ should, on rellglous grounds, make an ef- 
ye at all tlmes of rendering some service to every fort to be excused from work; all believers, 
member of the human race." (Selections from the whoever thelr employers, should do Ilkewlse. If 
Wrltlngs of 'Abdu'l-Bshl, p. 3) the government, or other employers, refuse to 

Further guidance about what to look for when grant them these days off, they are not required to 
aelectlng a faclllty can be obtained from local forfeit thelr employment. but they should make 
groups or councils concerned with advlslng the every effort to have the lndependent status of 
publlc and officials on how to comply with recent their Faith recognized and thelr right to hold thelr 
leglslatlon requiring provlslons for the handicap- own religious holy days acknowledged." (Publlsh- 
'ped In newly constructed buildings. ed in BahB'i News, No. 198, Page 3) 


