
WITH HEAVY HEARTS ANNOUNCE ANOTHER EXECUTION IN IRAN. AFTER TWO 
YEARS' IMPRISONMENT, MOSTLY IN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT, AND HAVING BEEN 
SUBJECTED TO MUCH TORTURE, AIMED AT HIS RECANTATION FAITH, MR. AHMAD KA· 
VIH WAS EXECUTED ON 26 JANUARY IN ISFAHAN BY FIRING SQUAD. HE WAS IN HIS 
MID·FIFTIES AND A MERCHANT. NO INFORMATION RECEIVED AS TO ANY TRIAL 
PRIOR HIS EXECUTION. 
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India 

'The Lotus of Babapur' is dedicated 

More than 3,000 Baha'is from 107 
countries gathered December 23-27 in 
New Delhi, India, for the historic del!
ication of the magnificent "Lotus of 
Bahapur, " the ~Iother Temple of the 
Indian subcontinent. 

The diverse audien.::e induded Es
kimos, American Indians, North and 
South Americans, ,\fri.::ans, Euro
peans, and visitors from small islands 
in the South Paci fic as \\ ell as many I n
dian tribal peoples. Representatives of 
35 tribes and races were present as were 
members of more than 100 :\ationai 
Spiritual Assemblies. 

A tent city was erected cO accommo
date the ~,OOO iocal Baha'is from 22 
provinces of India. 

Three Hands of the Cause of God at
tended the event: Amatu'l-Baha Ru-

The Hand of {he Cause of God Ama
lU '{-8ahd Rzih(vyih Khdnum (righ{) ar
rives for {he dedication ceremony In 

hiyyih Khanum, who represented the 
Lniversal House of Justice and read a 
message of welcome on its behalf; H. 
Collis Featherstone: and William 
Sears. 

The maiD dedication ceremony, 
which was held December 24 at the 
House of Worship, included music by 
a choir led by Ravi Shankar's music 
director. ~1r Shankar, the sitar virtu
oso who wrote much of the music for 
the ceremony, was unable to attend in 
person as he was undergoing open 
heart surgery in the U.S. 

\Iore than 500 non-Baha'is were 
present at that event, among whom 
\\ere the guest of honor, H.K.L. 
Kapur, the lieutenant governor of New 
Delhi; ministers of the Indian govern
ment: and official representatives of 

December of the 8ahd 'z' House of Wor
ship near New Delhi, India. 

the diplomatic corps including those 
from the Soviet Union, the United 
States, and the Vatican. 

One of the Baha'i visitors, Mrs. 
Joan Williams of Kalamazoo, Michi
gan, was greeted at Indira Gandhi Air
port as India's one millionth tourist. 
She and her husband, Leonard, were 
interviewed, given free tours, and 
housed at a five-star hotel as guests of 
the Indian government. 

The festivities surrounding the dedi
cation began December 23 with an af
ternoon and early evening program at 
Indira Gandhi Stadium chaired by 
~lrs. Shirin Boman and Counsellor 
Iraj Ayman. After music and devo
tions, the audience was welcomed by 
~lr. K. Khemani, chairman of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of India. 
This was followed by a "roll call of na
tions," the introduction of the theme 
song for the dedication, a multi-media 
presentation, "Building of the Baha'i 
House of Worship," addresses by the 
Temple's chief architect, Fariburz 
Sahba, and Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih 
Khanum ("The Mashriqu'I-Adhkar
Instrument for Spiritualizing the 
World"), and a cultural program. 

On December 25, also at Indira Gan
dhi Stadium, two programs were held 
with the morning session, chaired by 
\lr~. Shirin Fozdar and Dr. Singara 
Vetu, induding addresses by the Hand 
of the Cause \1 r. Sears (. 'Station of the 
L'niversal House of Justice and Its In
tluence Lpon the World") and \Irs. 
lavidukht Khadem ("Message from 
the Late Hand of the Cause of God 
Zikru'l!ah Khadem"). That afternoon, 
program chairman Douglas Martin in
troduced Counsellor Peter Khan 
("'Progress of the Faith in the 
World"), Counsellor Vicente Samani
ego ("Progress of the Faith in Asia") 
and Counsellor Zena Sorabjee ("Pro
gress of the Faith in India"). After 
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music, Ramnik Shah introduced rep
resentatives of the masses and tribals 
of India who addressed the audience, 
and Kueh Lip Kuang outlined the goals 
of the Continental Pioneer Committee 
for Asia. 

The following day saw two more ~e,
sions at the stadium with the morning 
program, chaired by Judge James F. 
Nelson, including addresses by the 
Hand of the Cause of God Mr. Feath-

Above: A large banner welcomes Ba
hdYs to Ne ..... Delhi, India, for the 
dedication of the sevenTh House of 
Worship in the Bahd'( world. Below: 
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erstone ("The Need for Spiritual Val
ues") and Counsellor BurMni'd-Din 
Afshin ("Sacrifice-The Essence of 
Baha'i Service to the Cause"), and the 
afternoon program, chaired by Bharat 
Koirala, de\oted 10 the dedication's 
main theme. an address by Amatu'l
Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum entitled "The 
Baha'i House of Worship: Dedicated 
to the Cnity of God, the unity of His 
Prophets, and the Cnity of Mankind." 

Mary Kurrus. a visitor from Evanston, 
Illinois, deposits her footwear in the 
'shoe room' before entering the Tem
ple. 

and a presentation on "The Role of 
Youth" by Baha'i youth of India and 
Malaysia. 

Indira Gandhi Stadium was also the 
venue for a public meeting December 
27 which included a ballet, "Triumph 
of Peace," by students at the New Era 
BaM'1 School in Panchgani; an Indian 
hoop dance by Ke\"in Locke, a Lakota 
Sioux from the U.S.; a multi-medi~ 
presentation, "The Promise of World 
Peace." adapted from the statement to 
the peoples of the world by the Uni
versal House of Justice: Kathak dances 
by L"ma Sharma and her troupe; and 
the Do'a World Music Ensemble. 

More than 500 youngsters attended a 
children's conference which was held 
concurrently with the main conference. 
On December 26, many of the children 
came to the main stage bearing banners 
with the names of the countries they 
represented. Jack Lenz of Canada then 
led them in singing the. theme song, 
"We Want 10 Grow l'p, ,. which he 
wrote, and they were then joined on 
stage by the Hands of the Cause Ama
tu'l-BaM Ruhiyyih Khanum and Mr. 
Sears who shared stories of their own 
teaching experiences. 

At the House of Worship on Decem
ber 24, Amatu'I-BaM Ruhiyyih Kha
num, sharing the stage with 204 red 
roses, a gift from the Baha'is of Iran to 
honor the recent martyrs in that coun
try, said, "This marble lotus ... en
folds us all ... bidding us unite in 
peace and welcoming within her doors 
people of all creeds, all races, all na
tions and all classes." 

Construction of the imposing edifice 
was completed last year, some nine 
years after the cornerstone was set in 
place by Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Kha
num. Mr. Sahba and his colleagues, 
challenged time and again by what 
seemed to be insurmountable obsta
cles, overcame them all to build what 
one experienced observer has called "a 
construction feat that will set standards 
for centuries." The lotus-shaped, nine
sided building, surrounded by nine 
pools of clear water, is situated on a 
hillside at Bahapur, on the outskirts of 
New Delhi. 

It was opened to the public on Jan
uar\" J. at which time more than 10,000 
people of all religious backgrounds 
were drawn to its precincts and stream
ed up the walkways to \'isit, pray and 
meditate. 



The magnificent 'Lotus of Bahapur, ' mother Temple of the Indian subcontinent. 

Four days earlier, on December 28, a 
memorial service was held at the Saha'i 
National Center in New Delhi :0 ob· 
serve the 'ieventh anni\ersary 0:' the 
passing of the Hand oi the Cau.;e oi 
God Ranmatu'll;ih \Iuhajir. a <:l'..l'h.:h 
champion oi the Cause in lnJ:a [0 

whose inspiration and loving gu:;iance 
Mr. Sahba attributes his decision :0 ac
cept the position as chief archite..:[ or 
the Temple. The speaker on that occas· 
sion was the Hand of the Cause .-\ma
tu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum. 

Other special events included :l gala 
evening December 2S at the :\,hoka 
Hotel with a buffet dinne~ and ,::1ger.;, 
dancers and other entertainer, :',0[1; 
East and We'it: and da\\ n pra'.;;", ,0:. 

Decemher 2- at the H0u'e 'Ji \\-c'~':llC' 

.-1 n interior view sho wing the intricate 
play of light and shadows inside the 
Baha'I' House of Worship in India. The 
lovely nine-sided lotus-shaped Temple 

was dedicated December 23-27 with 
more than 8,000 Baha'IS from around 
the world present. 
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One of the several choirs who per
formed during the dedication cere
monies last December 23-27 for the Ba
ha'I' House of Worship near New Del-

hi, India, rehearses within the Temple 
itself. Much of the music for the dedi
cation was written by Indian san tour 
\'irtuoso Ravi Shankar, 

Photographs of the dedication ceremonies are by Robert Allen, Anne 
Atkinson, Charles Nolley and Beverly Walker 
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Above: A view of the main stage at In
dira Gandhi Stadium, site of several of 
the programs marking the dedication 
of the Baha'I' House of Worship near 
,"'ew Delhi. Below: The Hand of the 
Cause of God Amatu'I-Bahd Ruh(vyih 
Khdnum who represented the Univer
sal House of Justice at the dedication 
ceremonies. 

I HOUSE OF 
HIP OF THE 

SUB-CONTINENT 



The crowd begins to arrive for the for
mal dedication ceremon,v held Decem
ber 24 at the Bahd'{ House of Worship 
near New Delhi. More (han 8,000 Ba
ha'Is from 107 countries were among 
those a((ending including some 4, 000 
believers from 22 provinces in India. 

Pictured are afew of the many Baha'{s 
from all states and territories of India 
who were accommodated in a weI/
equipped tent city housing 4,000 which 
was located near the stadium where the 
dedication conference for the Bahd '( 
House of Worship took place. 

• 

Below: Looking up toward a balcony 
and the lower part of one of the nine 
'locus leaves' that together comprise 
the exterior decoration of the Bahd'{ 
House of Worship near New Delhi, In
dia. ;'vfore than 10,000 people visited 
the 'Lotus of Bahapur' when it was 
opened to the public for the first time 
on January 1, shortly after the dedica
tion ceremonies (hat drew some 8,000 
Baha'IS from 107 countries. 

Left: An African dance group gives a 
spontaneous performance near an en
trance to Indira Gandhi Stadium. 
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History 

The Faith in India: Chronicle of growth 

One of the outstanding features of 
Indian history, and one which cannot 
but become apparent even to the casual 
observer of this record, is the many 
religious traditions that have left their 
mark on India's cultural heritage. 
Three of the world's great living relig
ions, Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam, 
have at one time or other been focal 
points in the development of India's 
religio-cultural life, and, in modern 
times, Christianity, though to a lesser 
extent, has also made contributions to 
this development. For this reason, In
dia has often been referred to as a melt
ing pot of religious experience. Today, 
the Baha'i Faith is in the process of 
adding another chapter to the history 
of religions in India. In the following 
pages we will attempt to trace the de
velopment of the Faith in that country, 
for at present, India harbors within its 
borders one of the largest Baha'i com
munities in the world, and therefore, 
its history deserves to be told. 

India's earliest contact with the new 
Movement took place during the time 
of the Bab. The various histories of the 
Bab mention several prominent Indian 
believers within their accounts. Nabil-i
A'zam tells us that one of the Letters 
of the Living was an Indian who was 
known by the name Shaykh Sa'Id-i
Hindi. Like the other disciples of the 
Bab, he was directed by his Master to 
spread the message of the new Revela
tion. This command took him not only 
to various parts of Persia, but also to 
his homeland of India. However, his 
work in India was unproductive. As 
Nabil states, the enterprise "was pro-

This historical overview of the pro
gress of the Faith in India from the 
time of the Bdb to the present day was 
written by William Garlington and first 
appeared in Baha'i News, Vol. 52, 
Nos. 3-4 (MarchIApril1975). 
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The year 1872 is an historical 
landmark in the history of the 
Baha'i Faith in India, for it was 
in this year that Jamal Effendi 
arrived in Bombay and began 
actively to teach the doctrines 
and principles of the new relig
ion. 

ductive of what might seem a negligible 
result, its only fruit being the con
version of a certain siyyid." 1 After 
this, Shaykh Sa'ld-i-Hindi dropped 
from sight; his ultimate fate remains a 
mystery. 

Another Indian convert during the 
Ministry of the Bab was a certain blind 
Siyyid, lenab-i-Basir, about whose life 
the Babl histories are not in complete 
agreement. Nabil says that this believer 
was none other than the above-men
tioned "siyyid" converted by Sa'Id-i
Hindi in the town of Mooltan, where, 
"casting behind him the trappings of 
leadership, and severing himself from 
his friends and kinsmen, he arose with 
a fixed resolve to render his service to 
the Cause he had embraced." 2 

The Tdrikh-i-Jad(d, however, claims 
that Siyyid Basir, having heard in 
Bombay of the Bab's appearance, has
tened to Persia and subsequently to 
Mecca where he met the Bab in per
son. 3 After this meeting he returned to 
Persia and began to disseminate the 
teachings of his new Master. Both his
tories agree, however, that he became 
active within the Babi community, and 
that he was well-known for his depth 
of learning and eloquence. 

The activities of lenab-i-Basir were 
finally brought to the attention of the 
state authorities, which resulted in his 
imprisonment and eventual death. The 
Tdnkh-i-Jadkj says that after the Ma-

zindaran upheaval, the Siyyid went to 
Iraq. Eventually he was arrested by the 
Prince-Governor in Burujird (in the 
western Persian province of Luristan) 
who, "because he was so ready of 
speech and eloquent in discourse, first 
ordered his tongue to be cut out, and 
then put him to death." 4 

A third convert from India was a 
dervish mentioned in the Tdnkh-i
lad/d. ~ This is most likely the same in
dividual mentioned in Nabil's account 
who while in India had seen the Bab in 
a vision and soon hastened to Persia on 
foot to find the Mihdi. The dervish met 
the Bab during his sojourn at Chihriq, 
where the Bab gave him the title' 'Qah
ru'Ilah." 6 The Indian believer, after 
leaving the Bab's presence, began to 
expound his Leader's doctrines which 
led eventually to his being arrested by 
the Governor of Khuy. The new con
vert, along with several other Babls, 
was beaten and paraded through the 
streets on an ass.7 If indeed the Indian 
believer was the same Qahru'llah men
tioned by Nabil, the likeness of the two 
accounts making it appear to be so, he 
later, following orders from the Bab, 
left on foot for India where he was to 
announce the arrival of the Qa'im. 
Whether he successfully returned to In
dia is unknown. 

The presence of other Indian be
lievers in Persia during the time of the 
Bab is documented by a monograph on 
the Babl insurrection in Mazindaran 
which lists four Indians among the 318 
Babis who defended themselves at Fort 
Shaykh Tabarsi. 8 It is apparent, how
ever, that the activities of Indian con
verts at this time were for the most part 
limited to Iran: Shaykh Sa'ld-i-Hindi, 
upon reaching India, found his effo~s 
there unproductive. Qahru'llah's arnv
al in his homeland remains doubtful, 
and while it seems apparent from t~e 
Tdnkh-i-Jadkf's account of Jenab-l-

---------------------------------------
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Basir hearing about the Bab in Bombay 
that some knowledge of the Bab's doc
trines was current in Inclia, it appears 
that it was only partial and scattered 
knowledge. Therefore, it is safe to say 
that during the lifetime of the Bab, the 
new Faith was virtually nonexistent in 
the subcontinent. 

The year 1872 is an historical land
mark in the history of the Baha'i Faith 
in Inclia, for it was in this year that 
Jamal Effendi arrived in Bombay and 
began actively to teach the doctrines 
and principles of the new religion. 
Since the time of the Bab's death in 
1850, several Babis had settled in Bom
bay, largely in association with the 
Parsi community there, but no active 
teaching of the Message had taken 
place. In 1871 Baha'u'llah, from His 
confines in 'Akka, commissioned one 
of the many pilgrims who came to visit 
Him from throughout the Near East to 
proceed to India and there spread the 
word of the Cause. This man, a learned 
scholar of Arabic and Persian, was the 
above-mentioned Sulayman Khan-i
Tanakabuni Jamal Effendi. Having 
had the title of Lamia (the brilliant 
one) conferred upon him by Baha
'u'Uah,9 Jamal Effendi and his kins
man, Mirza Husayn, late in the year 
1872 boarded a ship in Port Said, 
Egypt, and set sail for India. 

During his stay in Bombay, Jamal 
Effendi gave a great many talks con
cerning the claims and principles of the 
Baha'i Movement. One such talk was 
directed toward the head of the Khoja * 
community in that city, the Aga Khan. 
However, his discourses, rather than 
bringing converts to the Baha'i Faith, 
aroused the animosity of many relig
ious leaders in Bombay, and conse
quently, the two teachers, on the ad
vice of their friends, left the city. Al
though their initial stay in the great 
port city was cut short, Bombay was 
later to become a leading Baha'i com-

• A Muslim subsect in India. 

t"The Arya Samaj are a protestant move
ment in Hinduism who are trying to reform 
Hindu society and bring it up-to-date with
out reference to the orthodox interpretation 
of the Hindu scripture; although as far as 
possible they try to read their interpreta
tions into the ancient texts." (Horace HoI· 
ley, "Survey of Current Baha'i Activities in 
the East and West," in The Baha'I' World. 
vol. II, p. 42.) 

Volunteers climb onto the roof to help 
renovate one of the buildings at the 

munity in India. 
After leaving Bombay, the two men 

traveled throughout the subcontinent 
delivering the message of Baha'u'llah 
to the elite of the country. The Bahd'{ 
lVewsletter of India reported that it was 
Jamal Effendi's 

... custom to notify his arrival to 
the Governor or highest official of 
the place in British India and to the 
ruling prince of an Indian State. He 
would then pay a visit to them and 
deliver the Message. His list of those 
to whom he delivered the Message 
contains names of almost all the high 
officials and princes and princesses 
of the land. \() 
In 1876 an historic gathering was 

held in the old Mogul capital of Delhi. 
The event was the receiving of the title 
"The Empress of India" by Queen 
Victoria. Present at the ceremony were 
all the rulers of the various states in In
dia, as well as many religious and secu
lar leaders of the country. Jamal Ef
fendi used this timely occasion to re
veal the message of the Baha'i Move
ment to many of the dignitaries. For 
example, he was able to meet and talk 
with Swami Dayanand Saraswati, 
founder of the Arya Samaj.t II 

The Faith's initial reception in India 
was a mixed one. In most instances 
Jamal Effendi was met with considera
tion and courtesy, but there were sev
eral exceptions to this gentility, not
ably, as we have mentioned, his ex
periences in Bombay and, later, out
breaks of hostility by Muslims in Cal
cutta. The fruits of his labors seemed 

Rabbani Bahd'{ School in Gwalior, In
dia. 

negligible. During a year's travel in In
dia he had managed to attract only a 
handful of individuals. When he left 
the subcontinent in 1878 to carry the 
Teachings of Baha'u'llah to the coun
tries of Southeast Asia, he left behind 
him three prominent converts: Rafiud
din Khan of Hassanpur, Haji Rama
dhan of Rampur, and Siyyid Mustafa 
Rumi of Madras. 12 The latter was des
tined not only to give great service to 
the Faith in India, but also in Burma, 
where he helped establish two Baha'i 
groups, one in Rangoon and the other 
in Mandalay.13 (Siyyid Mustafa Rumi 
was posthumously appointed a Hand 
of the Cause of God in 1946.) 

The next 20 years was a period of 
slow growth and development for the 
Baha'i Faith in India. The message of 
the Movement was spread via the work 
of devoted converts to the major cities 
of the subcontinent. Tei:!-ching activities 
were directed from three centers of Ba
ha'i organization: Bombay, Calcutta 
and Madras. Many of the programs 
were presented under the auspices of 
the Theosophical Society, while others 
were carried out by individual believers 
in their own way and by their own 
means. Slowly, the claims of the Baha'i 
Faith began to reach the ears of many 
of the educated members of Indian so
ciety. 

During His years of leadership, 'Ab
du'l-Baha sent several prominent Ba
ha'i teachers to India to help promote 
the Cause. Among them were Aga 
Mirza Mahmud-i-Zarqani, and Aga 
Mirza Mahram. The latter finally set-
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tled in Bombay where he played a lead
ing role in the Baha'i community, 
while Aga Mirza Mahmud-i-Zarqani 
toured the country, eventually return
ing to his native Persia. 14 

Both men by means of their zealous 
spirits helped enhance teaching activity 
throughout the country. Thus by the 
year 1908 there were a number of local 
Spiritual Assemblies established in In
dia, including Assemblies in Bombay, 
Calcutta, Aligarh and Lahore. Of 
these, the Bombay community took the 
forefront in both teaching the Cause 
and translating its literature. Its ad
vancements in the area of translation 
marked the first time that any of the 
Writings of Baha'u 'Bah had been 
translated into one of the native lan
guages of India. The activities of the 
Bombay community were commented 
upon by a traveling American Baha'i, 
Sydney Sprague, who in 1908 reported, 
"There are three meetings a week held 
in Bombay and there are as a rule 
eighty to a hundred men present." 1< 

However, he also emphasized that it 
was no easy thing to become a Baha'i 
in India: "It often means a great sacri
fice on the part of a believer, a loss of 
friends, money, and position." 16 

In January 1910 a convention com
prised of members of the various relig
ions of India was held in Allahabad. 
The Baha'is were invited to the con
vention. Siyyid Mustafa Rumi, one of 
Jamal Effendi's original converts, pre-

f'f; 
.-
_.J 

Pictured are participants in a Bahd'l
sponsored village deepening con-
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sented a talk on the Baha'i Faith. Ac
cording to the contents of a letter writ
ten to the Baha'is of the United States 
by some of the friends in India, his 
speech had a great effect on the dele
gates. Feeling that the time for teach
ing was ripe, members of the Indian 
Baha'i community made direct re
quests for American teachers to come 
to India and help spread the message. 
About a year later a national teaching 
campaign was launched with the help 
of several notable American Baha'is. 
The program called for the election of 
a 19-member teaching council thaT 
would be in charge of spreading the 
Cause across the entire country. This 
group officially came into existence on 
August 1,1911. 17 

Two female American Baha'is were 
very prominent during this campaign. 
and their influence was felt throughout 
the various Baha'i communities of the 
subcontinent. One, Lua Getsinger, was 
personally directed by 'Abdu'l-Baha to 

travel to India and spread the Faith. 
"Just as 'Abdu'l-Baha had sailed from 
East to West to spread the Faith, He 
now summoned Lua to travel from 
West to East to do the same thing." ., 
The other teacher, Mrs. H. Stannard, a 
student of comparative religion, we\l
versed in the teachings of the religions 
of India, answered the call for pioneers 
put out by the Indian community. For 
several years these two dedicated 
women presented lectures from one 

~ , , k' 

l, __ 

,; 

ference held in January 1957 near Ban
galore, India. 

end of the country to the other. Lua 
Getsinger spoke on various aspects of 
the Baha'i Faith at many meetings 
sponsored by such groups as the Arya 
Samaj, the Brahmo Samaj,t and the 
Theosophical Society. \1rs. Stannard, 
in addition to her lecture tours, rep
resented the Faith at the All India 
Theistic Conference of 1913. 19 Both 
women were also influential in the area 
of publicity, for they were largely re
sponsible for the publication of Baha'i 
articles in several Indian newspapers. 
For example, in the Sind Gazette of 
December 24, 1913, an editorial ap
peared which stated that 

A rather remarkable \'isitor to Ka
rachi-far more remarkable than 
any of the Congress and Conference 
dignitaries-is Mrs. Stannard, the 
Baha'i Missionary. This gifted lady, 
who has studied all the religions of 
the world, and all the philosophies, 
and has come to the conclusion, not 
that they are all wrong, but that they 
are all right, has a new gospel to 
preach-not her own, but that of her 
\1aster, 'Abdu'l-Baha. the head of 
the Baha'i religious movement.20 

Other articles appeared in such papers 
as the New Reformer of \1adras, and 
the Daily Gazette of Karachi. 

The popular response that the two 
Americans received throughout their 
travels was a sign of things to come, 
for in future years American believers 
would continue to play an active role in 
the teaching campaigns of the Indian 
community. 

The campaign initiated in 1911, al
though not winning many new believ
ers, was nevertheless of great impor
tance in the development of the Baha'i 
community in India, for it marked the 
first real attempt at a systematic 
teaching effort characterized by inter
community coordination. It not only 
paved the way for future plans, but 
also gave the Baha'is of India their first 
true feeling of community spirit. 
Before that time, teaching activities 
were, for the most part, efforts of in
dividual believers or communities, and 
rarely was there any real attempt made 
to organize anything beyond the local 
level. Thus, the Teaching Council of 

~A modern Hindu movement advocating a 
monotheistic religion based upon the Upan
ishads, and social and educational reforms 
according to Western principles. 
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Baha'IS and (heir guests gather for (he 
laying of (he cornersWne in 1982 for 

1911 was in many ways the forerunner 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of India and Burma. 

December 27-29, 1920, is another 
significant landmark in the history of 
the Baha'i Faith in India, for it was on 
these dates that the first All India Ba
ha'i Convention was held in Bombay. 
Representatives of all the major world 
religions were present, as well as Baha'i 
delegates from throughout the coun
try. Although there were no official 
figures on the number of Baha'is resid
ing in India at that time, it was esti
mated that nearly 175 followers were 
present at this conference. 21 

Several important resolutions were 
passed at the conference, from which 
the following are taken: (1) that funds 
be collected to build a Baha'i temple in 
India; (2) that a school be started in 
Bombay for the education of Baha'i 
children; (3) that a Baha'i library be es
tablished in India; (4) that a publishing 
society be established to translate Ba-

(he Bahd'( Youth Academy, a part of gani, India. 
(he New Era Bahd'( School in Panch-

ha'i literature into the various Indian 
languages; and (5) that there be a great
er expansion of teaching activities and 
the distribution of literature. 22 It was to 
these objectives that the Baha'is of In
dia now turned. 

It is significant that the first All In
dia Baha'i Convention and the death 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha were separated by less 
than a year. It was as if the Indian 
community sensed the new course the 
Faith would take under the guidance of 
Shoghi Effendi. From this point for
ward the Cause in India, in accordance 
with the Guardian'S plans for the com
munity, was to an ever-increasing de
gree to become oriented toward execut
ing its teaching plans and activities 
within the framework of an interna
tional administrative structure, the 
center of which was the Guardian him
self. 

Between the years 1921 and 1938 the 
objectives initiated by the first All In
dia Baha'i Convention were pursued 

vigorously. Consequently, there were 
during this period notable accomplish
ments in all areas of endeavor. The 
guidance of these projects was en
trusted co the National Spiritual As
sembly of India and Burma, which 
Shoghi Effendi saw fit to create in 
April 1923. The role he bequeathed to 
this body is evident from the content of 
the following message which he sent in 
November 1925: "I pray that your 
newly constituted National Spiritual 
Assembly may grow from strength to 
strength, may co-ordinate and consoli
date the ever-expanding activities of 
the friends in India and Burma and in
augurate a fresh campaign of Teaching 
that will redound to the glory and 
power of the Most Great Name." 23 

The National Spiritual Assembly met 
periodically in Bombay. Mr. Hashma
tu'llah of Karachi was elected India's 
first National Secretary. Ten years 
later, in January 1933, this body was 
incorporated with the government of 
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Youngsters listen attentively to their in
structor during an outdoor class at the 

India. 
Organized teaching activities and the 

distribution of literature were greatly 
increased during these years. One of 
the largest teaching events took place 
at the centenary celebration of the 
birth of the founder of the Arya Sa
maj, Dyanand Saraswati. The com
memoration was held in Mutra in 1925. 
It is estimated that nearly two million 
people attended. The Baha'is were 
granted special camp grounds and were 
allowed to distribute their literature. 
During the five-day event, almost 
5,000 booklets explaining the princi
ples of the Faith were distributed. 24 

The Guardian constantly encourag
ed the Baha'i community of India and 
Burma to increase its teaching activi
ties. He continually stressed the point 
that it was part of their duty as Baha'is 
to spread the message of Baha'u'lhlh-. 
For example, in a message to the Ba
ha'is of India dated November 25, 
1934, he said, "The essential is that all 
the friends, without any exception 
whatever, should realise the full meas
ure of the responsibility which Baha
'u'llah has placed on them for teaching 
far and wide His Message." 2S And 
again, " ... an unprecedented effort in 
the field of teaching is urgently re
quired. Such an effort is of vital and 
paramount importance." 26 

In an effort to stimulate teaching ac
tivity, Shoghi Effendi sent several pio-
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Rabbani Baha'I' School in Gwalior, In
dia. 

neers from various parts of the world 
to the subcontinent. Among the most 
well-known of these traveling teachers 
was Martha Root, who made two tours 
of India, one in 1930 and the other in 
1937-38. A short synopsis of her work 
shows that she gave public lectures 
from Karachi to Madras, including 
major presentations in the colleges and 
universities of Lahore, Amritsar, Lud
hiana, Delhi, Aligarh, Lucknow, 
Crawnpore, Allahabad, Benares, Pat
na and Calcutta. She also broadcast 
radio messages in Mysore and Hydera
bad, and met with many of the leading 
personalities of the country including 
the poetess Sarojini Naidu. Her work 
was so impressive that the National 
Spiritual Assembly of India and Bur
ma, in a letter to the Baha'is of the 

. United States, said of her, "Martha 
Root has opened the whole of India for 
us, and it now devolves upon us to so 
utilize these openings as to produce the 
best results." 27 

There were many other teachers who 
also took to the highways and railways 
of India during these years to help 
spread the knowledge of the Faith to a 
greater number of the inhabitants of 
the subcontinent. Mahfuz'ul'Haq IImi 
carried on active propagation in Delhi 
and other cities of northern India, 
while Pritam Singh made several teach
ing tours of the colleges and univer
sities in that section of the country. 

Shirin Fozdar spoke to more than 
1,000 people in the town hall of Cal
cutta,28 and Keith Ransom-Kehler 
(later appointed a Hand of the Cause) 
made a two-month lecture tour that in
volved talks in most of the major cities 
of the country. Thus, the teaching 
work which Shoghi Effendi prescribed 
as a vital necessity to the maintenance 
of the Faith in India was consciously 
and systematically increased. 

Advances were also made between 
the years 1921 and 1938 in the field of 
publishing. Many Baha'i books were 
translated in several Indian languages 
including Gujrati, Bengali, Sindhi, 
Hindi and Urdu. J.E. Esslemont's 
Bahd'u'l/dh and the New Era was one 
of these texts. Shoghi Effendi had per
sonally encouraged the Baha'is of In
dia to translate this work. In March 
1932 he wrote, "I wish to urge you to 
take as soon as you possibly can, the 
necessary and most effective steps to 
ensure the translation of Dr. Essle
mont's book into Urdu and Guj
rati." 29 One of the major accomplish
ments in publishing was the establish
ment of a monthly Baha'i magazine, 
the Kaukib-i-Hind. The magazine-was 
published in Urdu and had more than 
200 subscribers. In addition, more than 
200 articles appeared in newspapers 
and magazines throughout the country 
including many in Telgu-speaking 
areas. In fact, the Brahmo Samaj of 
Madras translated more than 2,000 
booklets entitled "The Dawn of the 
New Day" into several Dravidian lan
guages. 

Concerning the other goals which 
the All India Baha'i Convention of 
1920 had set for the Indian communi
ty, we can relate the following: a Ba
ha'i school for children was success
fully established in Poona, and in Sep
tember 1937 the first Indian Baha'i 
summer school session was held, to 
which Baha'is from throughout the 
country came to receive instruction in 
various aspects of the Faith from his
tory to administration. Although a sep
arate Baha'i library was not com
pleted, Baha'i books were presented to 
a number of major libraries around the 
country. 

The efforts in all areas of endeavor 
made by the Baha'i community of In
dia during those years marked a great 
step forward in terms of increasing the 
public's knowledge of the Faith. Fur-



thermore, under the guiding hand of 
Shoghi Effendi and their National 
Spiritual Assembly, the various Baha'i 
communities in India slowly began to 
function as a unit. The time had come 
when Shoghi Effendi could truly speak 
ofthe "Indian community." However, 
even with the inter-community organi
zation that marked this period, the 
number of new believers to join the 
Faith was practically nil. During the 
18-year period, only three new local 
Spiritual Assemblies had been added to 
the list of those already in the country, 
and not more than 50 new believers 
had been enlisted. 

When Shoghi Effendi initiated the 
first Seven Year Plan in the U.S. in 
1937, the Indian Baha'i community, 
meeting in convention in Karachi, sug
gested to the National Spiritual Assem
bly that a similar campaign be started 
in India and Burma. The National As
sembly resolved to undertake a Six 
Year Plan that would commence in 
1938; however, it was not until 1940 
that any real action was taken, and this 
was due largely to a lack of funds. It 
was the Guardian who finally set the 
process in motion by earmarking 
money for the creation of a special 
teaching fund to help finance the plan. 
He encouraged the Indian and Bur
mese friends to contribute generously 
to this fund also.30 

The Six Year Plan contained several 
distinguishing characteristics that were 
not found in previous teaching plans. 
As we have seen, until this time most of 
the teaching activities had involved lec
ture tours in coordination with various 
reform movements such as the Arya 
Samaj, the Brahmo Samaj, and the 
Theosophical Society. In the past there 
had been little contact with sections of 
society outside the intellectual circles. 
The new Plan attempted to change 
these policies. No longer were only the 
larger cities visited; instead, efforts 
were made to hold meetings indepen
tlent of other groups in smaller cities 
and towns. More importantly, the em
phasis was shifted from teaching tours 
to having Baha'is establish residence 
throughout the country. Individual Ba
ha'is now left their homes and moved 
to areas where they could address a 
larger segment of the population. 
Hence, a conscious effort was made to 
introduce the movement into new lo
calities and to direct its teaching ac-

tivities toward different social strata. 
Once under way, the new Plan pro

duced immediate results. By 1941 three 
new local Assemblies had been formed: 
in Hyderabad, Kotah and Bangalore. 
Shoghi Effendi, as was his custom, 
wired the Indian community, congrat
ulating them on their achievements and 
urging them to continue their efforts.3l 

The next year saw three more local 
Spiritual Assemblies established while 
Baha'i groups were formed in Secun
derabad, Belgaum and Ujjain. Thus, 
by the time of the 14th annual Baha'i 
Convention held in Poona in 1943, 
eight new Assemblies had been form
ed. The rigorous teaching efforts of the 
Indian Baha'is continued during the 
final year of the Plan so that by the end 
of the Plan in 1944, 16 new Assemblies 
had been established in the subconti
nentY 

The achievements of the Six Year 
Plan encouraged the Baha'i communi
ty of India to launch a second teaching 
campaign in April 1946. A month be
fore the new Plan's inception, Shoghi 
Effendi, writing to the National Spir
itual Assembly of India from Haifa, 
remarked, "The believers in India have 
set an inspiring example to their fellow 
believers throughout the East, and 
even to the great mass of their co
religionists in Bahii'u'lliih's native 
land, and have abundantly demon-

A view of the Baha'{ Centre in Sang Ii, 
India. Standing at the gate are Mr. An
vari of Sangli and Joy Munson, a pio-

strated to them all, what organized ac
tivity, boldly conceived and soundly 
and energetically conducted can 
achieve when directed and animated by 
the ennobling influences and the gen
erative spirit of the Faith of Baha
'u' liah." 33 

Although marred by the disruptive 
events brought upon the subcontinent 
by the partition of Pakistan and India 
in July 1947, the Four Year Plan met 
with much the same success as had the 
previous Six Year Plan. By April 1947 
another eight local Spiritual Assem
blies had been founded and the same 
number of groups established. In addi
tion, each summer, Baha'i schools for 
both adults and children were orga
nized. Due to these encouraging fig
ures, the National Spiritual Assembly 
of India and Burma received nearly 600 
pounds sterling from National Spir
itual Assemblies throughout the Baha'i 
world to help finance yet another 
teaching campaign. Thus, in 1950 In
dia embarked on its third successive 
teaching plan. 

One of the major accomplishments 
of India's third teaching campaign oc
curred in the area of translation and 
publications. The language problem 
had always been a major roadblock for 
Baha'i teachers in India. At this time, 
the majority of Baha'i teachers in the 
country came from Persian back-

neer from the United States. The Cen
tre was purchased and sponsored by 
the Spiritual Assembly of Panchgani. 
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grounds or, in the case of overseas 
teachers, from English-speaking back
grounds, which prevented their direct 
contact with the masses of Indians who 
were neither literate nor conversant in 
either of those two languages. During 
the third Plan a determined effort was 
made to bridge the communication gap 
by translating publications into as 
many as 15 different languages. As a 
result, more than 40,000 books and 
pamphlets were sold and distributed. 34 

Also, between 1951-53 eight new local 
Assemblies were established. Thus, by 
the end of 1953 there were about 700 
Baha'is in India. 

In October 1953 the fourth and final 
Intercontinental Teaching Conference, 
which had been designed to inaugurate 
the Ten Year Crusade, was convened in 
New Delhi. The National Spiritual As
sembly of India, Pakistan and Bur
ma 3~ hosted the gathering. Other par
ticipating National Assemblies includ
ed the United States, Canada, Central 
and South America, Persia, Iraq, and 
Australia and New Zealand. Mason 
Remey, the Guardian's representative 
at the conference, delivered Shoghi Ef
fendi's message, which enumerated 41 
new territories and islands within the 
Asia Teaching Mission to be opened to 
the Faith during the Crusade. In this 
message the Guardian said of the As-

Students in grades 6-8 and faculty 
members at the Rabbani Baha'I' School 
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iatic Continent, "The Asiatic conti
nent, the cradle of the principal relig
ions of mankind; the home of so many 
of the oldest and mightiest civilizations 
which have flourished on this planet; 
the crossways of so many kindreds and 
races; ... such a continent, so pri\-i
leged among its sister continents and 
yet so long and so sadly tormented, 
now stands at the hour of the launch
ing of a world-encompassing Crusade, 
on the threshold of an era that may re
call, in its glory and ultimate repercus
sions, the great periods of spiritual re
vival which, from the dawn of record
ed history have, at various stages in the 
revelation of God's purpose for man
kind, illuminated the path of the 
human race." 36 

The 450 Baha'is at that conference 
not only outlined strategies for the up
coming Crusade, they also engaged in a 
program of public relations. A public 
reception was held in one of Delhi's 
larger hotels and was attended by more 
than 1,000 people. Delegates were also 
sent to meet with government leaders 
including the president and vice-pres
ident of India as well as its prime min
ister, Jawaharlal Nehru. When the 
closing prayer of the final session had 
been chanted on October 15, 1953, the 
Indian community once again found 
itself embarking on a teaching project, 

in Gwalior, India, are pictured in 
spring 1980, the third year of the 

one which, by the time of its comple
tion in 1963, would have completely 
transformed both in -numbers and re
ligious background of its adherents, 
:he composition of the Baha'i com
munity of India. 

The '50s, while not seeing any out
standing numerical increase for the Ba
hi'i community in India, contained 
TWO important events of which we 
should take note. One was the separa
tion, in 1957 and 1959, of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of India, Pakistan 
and Burma into three distinct bodies: 
Pakistan received an independent Na
:ional Assembly in 1957 and Burma be
.:ame a separate entity in 1959. The 
other, although a rather minor occur
rence at the time, proved to be an omen 
about the future direction the Faith 
would take in India. It involved a 
teaching conference in the village of 
Rampur, near Benares, where several 
\-illagers had earlier declared. This was 
the first village conference to be held in 
India. Several recommendations came 
from that event which were important 
in terms of their future implications. 
First, it was requested that the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly print simple 
leaflets in Hindi to be distributed in 
\-illages near Rampur. Second, it was 
suggested that study classes in Hindi be 
established in the village of Rampur; 

school's operation. 



-
and finally, it was recommended that 
city Baha'is interact with Rampur vil
lage Baha'is in such a way that "they 
may participate in their religious festi
vals and thus create an atmosphere of 
friendliness." r 

The modern period of Baha'i history 
in India began in 1961. In that year, the 
Hand of the Cause of God Rahmatu'l
bih Muhajir, while making one of his 
frequent trips to the subcontinent, de
cided that a village conference, similar 
to the one that took place in Rampur, 
should be held in Central India. As a 
result, in January of that year a con
ference was held in the village of Saffi
gimanda 38 in the Shajapur district of 
Madhya Pradesh, in the region tradi
tionally known as Malwa. At the end 
of the conference a great many villag
ers were enrolled in the Faith, and 
word of this occurrence spread to near
by villages. Within the next few years a 
great tide of villagers declared their 
belief in Baha'u'llah. In other areas of 
India, the Baha'i communities, having 
taken note of what had happened in 
Malwa, began directing their teaching 
activities toward village communities. 
As a result, in the following years, the 
numbers of believers and local Spir
itual Assemblies in India mushroomed. 
A message from the Hands of the 
Cause in the Holy Land to the National 
Conventions of the Baha'i world in 
April 1962 reflected this increase: "I n
dia, one of the first countries in the 
world to receive the light of a newly 
born Revelation has, during the past 
year, witnessed a tide of mass conver
sion not only wholly unprecedented in 
that country but without parallel any
where in the entire world during the 
last one hundred years of Baha'i his
tory." 39 

In 1961 there were 270 local Assem
blies in India; by 1973 the number had 
increased to 4,369. 

The natural question that arises 
when one examines these figures is. 
"What was the cause of this sudden 
upsurge?" In many instances the ques
tion is not an easy one to answer. ~any 
of the Indian Baha'is claim that the re
cent growth was a sprouting of seeds 
that had been planted by earlier teach
ers. While this answer may contain 
some truth, it seems evident that there 
were also certain new approaches and 
concepts introduced into teaching ac
tivities during these years that set them 

apart from earlier programs. 
The most obvious change was that 

after 1961 teaching activities were for 
the most part directed toward the vil
lage population of the subcontinent. 
The Rampur conference in the '50s had 
been the forerunner of this shift in em
phasis and direction. With the Sam
gimanda conference the Baha'i teach
ing mission in India was converted 
from primarily an urban movement to 
a rurally-oriented crusade. As a result, 
the Baha'i community of India became 
known throughout the Baha'i world as 
a "mass teaching" community; that is, 
a community whose resources were di
rected toward teaching the Faith to the 
rural unschooled masses of humanity. 
In fact, India was the first country in 
the world since the time of the Bab and 
Baha'u'llah to orient itself toward the 
masses. 

In conjunction with this shift in goal 
direction, the community, out of neces
sity, began to revise its teaching 
methods. In the past there had been lit
tle attempt to relate the Baha'i Faith to 
the Hindu tradition. By and large, be
fore the mass teaching era, Baha'i con
tact in India was more closely allied 
with Islam than with Hinduism. This 
development was only natural. The 
early pioneers to India had come from 
Persian backgrounds and were more 

apt to communicate with those who 
shared a similar cultural heritage. 
Thus, in terms of language, theology 
and cultural symbols, the Baha'i Faith 
had much more in common with In
dian Islam than it did with Hinduism. 
In the '60s a conscious effort was made 
to relate the Baha'i message to the Hin
du tradition, and if the .Faith was to 
speak to these people it would have to 
do S0 in concepts and symbols they 
could understand. For example, in 
Sunni Islamic theology it is the Mihdi 
whose return will mark the coming of 
the Day of Judgment. The Baha'i Faith 
had always identified the Bab and 
Baha 'u 'Uah with this cultural-religious 
symbol. Needless to say, in Hinduism 
this symbol had no meaning. However, 
in Hindu cosmology there is a concept 
of the sacred manifesting itself into the 
world to destroy evil-doers and to re
establish righteousness. This is the con
cept 0 f the Avatar, most succinctly 
elaborated in the Bhagavad Gita. In 
order to more adequately communicate 
their message, Baha'i teachers now 
began to speak of Baha'u'llah in terms 
of the Avatar. He was identified with 
that One whom, as Krishna explains to 
Arjuna in the Bhagavad Gita, "When
ever there is decay of righteousness, 0 
Bharata, and there is exaltation of un
righteousness, then I myself come 

The members of the first Spiritual As- (Madhya Pradesh), India, 
sembly of the Maksi District, Shajapur formed in February 1977. 
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The New Era School Singers from 
Panchgani, India, picfured during a 

forfh; for fhe profecfion of fhe good, 
for fhe dtSfruction of e\'i!-doers, for 
the sake of firmly estahlishing right
eousness, 1 am born from age fO 
age . .. 40 

Another innovation which was intro
duced during this period, and one 
which may have been panly responsi
ble for the increase of believers in the 
'60s, was the opening of three teaching 
institutes, in Indore, Mysore and Gwa
lior. The main function of the insti
tutes was to familiarize new converts 
with all aspects of the Faith and also to 
train circuit teachers. In regard to the 
latter, courses were given in the tech
niques of village teaching whereby 
trainees were instructed in methods of 
explaining both the basic teachings and 
institutional structure of the Faith to 
unschooled rural villagers. For added 
incentive, examinations were given at 
the end of the training period. As a re
sult of this new training program, Ba
ha'i teachers were better equipped to 
relate the Baha'i message to the Hindu 
tradition. 

Of course, the efforts of individual 
Baha'i teachers during these years can
not be underestimated. The upsurge in 
enthusiasm that became evident after 
the first signs of mass conversion in 
Malwa in 1961 and that became a great 
flood by the time of the second Inter
continental Conference held in New 
Delhi in October 1967, where the as
semblage of nearly 3,000 Baha'is from 
throughout the world, a great number 
of whom were new believers from In-
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four of fhe counrry in 1983-84. 

dian villages in Madhya Pradesh. 
seemed to boost the confidence of the 
Indian Baha'i community, was a main 
factor in the sudden spread of the 
movement. Men and women who be
fore were hesitant to move in rural 
areas now began to actively teach this 
segment of the population. The Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of India, in a 
newsletter dispatched in April 1963, 
spoke of this new dedication: 

"There is a young man who is going 
to many parts of the country with his 
car, leaving behind his young wife and 
children and aunt to look after his bus
iness, just to serve the Cause of God 
for the love of the beloved Guardian. 
There are many like him who have left 
their jobs-whether ill business or the 
medical profession-to move among 
the people. There are a few young men 
who have given up their college studies 
for one year to teach the Faith, saying 
that the studies could wait but the Cru
sade of the beloved Guardian would 
not last forever. These are a few ex
amples of the upsurge of enthusiasm 
which has made our previous exploits 
pale." 41 

Today· there are 4,412 local Spir
itual Assemblies in India, and the Uni
versal House of Justice has set a goal 
of doubling that number within the 
next five years. The Baha'i community 

*1975. By the end of the Seven Year Plan in 
1986 the number of local Spiritual Assem
blies in India had risen to 15,448. 

is no longer unknown in Indian so
ciety. Since the time of its inception in 
India, it has evolved from a handful of 
believers to an ever-growing national 
community. It has passed through sev
eral stages of development during the 
course of its history in the subconti
nent. Originally, it was composed of a 
small group of Persian immigrants; it 
subsequently developed into a small yet 
internationally linked group of edu
cated elite, and finally into a communi
ty characterized by its large number of 
unschooled rural constituents. Today 
the Baha'i Administrative Order in In
dia is involved in a dual process of 
educating new declarants in the various 
aspects of Baha'i life while continuing 
to spread the message of Baha'u'llah. 
The process is slow and often arduous, 
but the Baha'i teachers are dedicated, 
for they believe in their hearts that in 
India "not hundreds, not thousands, 
but literally millions are ready to ac
cept Baha'u'llah if you will only tell 
them He has come to them, for them, 
in this glorious new age in which we are 
living. " 4~ 
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The world 

Baha'i co-authors book on life after death 

Dr. Christopher Jay Johnson. a Ba
ha'i who is director of gerontology at 
Northeast Louisiana University In 

Monroe, is co-editor of a new book en
titled Encounters with Eternity: Relig
ious Views on Death and L(fe AfTer 
DeaTh. 

The book was introduced in U.S. 
bookstores in September and has re
cei\'ed excellent re\'iew~ from, among 
others, best-selling author Ruth Mont
gomery. Dr. David Satin of the Har
\'ard \1edical School, and the Jewi,h 
Ci\'ic Press. 

Contained in the book, which was 
published by the Philosophical Library 
of New York City, are essays on the 

Kenya 

Health workers at the Menu Baha'{ in
stitute receive certificates aT the end of 
a two-week training session conducted 
by the National Social and Economic 
Development Committee of Kenya. 
Hassan Sabri of the Office of Social 
and Economic DevelopmenT at the Ba-
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death-related beliefs of 15 religions :n
.:luding the Baha'i Faith. 

Each was written by a member of 
that group, among whom are religious 
scholars and leaders from such pla~es 
as the Harvard Divinity School, Stan
ford University, and the Southern Bap
tist Theological Seminary. 

The list of participants in the book is 
diverse, ranging from Assemblie<, oj 
God through Baptists, Buddhists. Hin
dus. \10,mons and Muslims to Roman 
Catholics. Se\enth-Day Adventi,,:s. 
Unitarians and others. 

Dr. Johnson's co-editor is Dr. Mar
sha McGee, a fellow faculty member 
who is a Methodist. Dr. McGee in-

t __ 
1 

ha'{ J.Vorld Centre is pictured as he pre
sents a certificate to lothan Inambri, 
one of 19 community health workers 
trained during the session to serve as 
volunteers in rural communities in co
operation with government health per
sonnel in their areas. 

::iated a course on death education at 
"L Lin the 1970s and has written and 
:""tured widely on the topics of death 
and dying. 

The Baha'i chapter was written by 
Dr. John Hatcher, author of several 
::>00ks who i, a professor of English at 
:he University of South Florida in 
Tampa. 

In the book, each essayist writes 
about the background and main beliefs 
0:' his or her faith and describes how it 
.. ie\, '- death and the afterlife. The ap
pendix is set up in a question-and
answer format, and specific questions 
on such matters as the existence of 
hea\'en and hell, reincarnation, and 
what will happen on Judgment Day are 
dealt with by each essayist. 

"I wanted our authors to tell it ex
a~tly like it is," says Dr. Johnson, 
"and to say it in layman's terms. This 
is a book for the public, not for aca
demicians, even though a number of 
academicians probably will adopt it. 

"The purpose is not to persuade 
people to change their religion. It's to 
get people who are Presbyterian, for 
instance, to understand what Presby
lerians believe. Sometimes, people 
don't even know what their own relig
ion believes." 

Solomon Islands 
Baha'is in the Solomon Islands were 

recently given the opportunity to pre
sent the Faith at two schools-to an 
assembly of 450 at a secondary school 
and to 150 students at a national teach
ers' college, both in Honiara. 

At each, a talk by Roxanne Terrell 
on peace and the development of unity 
was followed by a presentation of 
slides of the Baha'i Holy Places. Stu
dents at the secondary school detained 
the speaker until a iate hour, asking 
many questions. 



2 z 

Colombia 
Counsellor Lauretta King of Alaska 
(second from left) and four members 
of the Auxiliary Board of Colombia 
visited the Arhuaco tribe in Colom
bia's Sierra .\;evada range during the 
Counsellor's teaching trip last .\.tarch. 
In the rightforeground are members of 
the Epyau family of Bahd'{s-Gloria, 
her son Chichi, and Fernando. Others 
(left to right) are Ali Mazinani, Oscar 
Castillo, Habib Rezvani and an uni
dentified Baha'I' (partia//y obscured). 

Ireland 
"The Promise of World Peace" has 

been published in Irish, the second 
book to be translated into the Irish 
language. 

Distribution of the statement in Ire· 

Suriname 

F. Ramdat }\.tisier (second from leff), 
the president oj Suriname, receives a 
copy of the Universal House of Jus
tice's peace statementJrom three mem
bers of that country's National Spir-

land began October 13, 1985, with its 
presentation to President Patrick J. 
Hillery, followed by more than 3,000 
presentations to national figures in
duding government ministers, mem-

itual Assembly: Mrs. Lygia Vasilda 
(left), assistant secretary; Jamshid 
Ardjomandi, chairman; and Mrs. 
Akhtar Yazdani, treasurer. 

bers of the Dail and Senate, the attor
ney-general, an ex-prime minister, 200 
top business executives and Ireland's 
ambassadors overseas. 

Perhaps the greatest impact has been 
felt at the local level. Since many of the 
dignitaries have received the statement, 
the Baha'is are now turning to "the 
peoples of the world" to whom it is ad
dressed. Letter drops are being care
fully planned, public meetings orga
nized, and the media approached. 

National public meetings are plan
ned to take place throughout this year, 
covering various peacezrelated topics. 
The first of them, a conference recog
nizing International Women's Day, 
was held last March 8. 

EI Salvador 
The first formal graduation cere

mony for the Centro Educacion Baha'i 
in Canton las Moras, El Salvador, was 
held last February with 30 children 
receiving diplomas. 

Twenty-five parents and Baha'is 
from surrounding communities attend
ed. The school was opened in July 1984 
by a young Baha'i, offering classes in 
basic education for grades 1-4. 
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World Centre 

'Noble, selfless' Charles Wolcott dies 

Charles F. Wolcott, a member of the 
Universal House of Justice since its in
ception in 1963 and a former secretary 
of the U.S. National Spiritual Assem
bly, died January 26 at his home in 
Haifa, Israel. 

Mr. Wolcott, who was born Septem
ber 29, 1906, in Flint, Michigan, was a 
musician, composer and arranger who 
played professionally with a number of 
well-known bands before moving to 

Hollywood in 1937, and resigned his 
position as general music director of 
the MGM Studios in 1959 to assume 
his duties as secretary of the National 
Assembly in Wilmette, Illinois. 

In 1961 he was elected to the Interna
tional Baha'i Council, forerunner of 
the Universal House of Justice, and 
served as secretary-general of that in
terim body for the two years of its n
istence. 

Mr. Wolcott was elected in 1963 to a 
five-year term on the nine-member 
Universal House of Justice, and \\as 
re-elected at each of the four subse
quent International Conventions. 

His long and distinguished career in 
music began when he organized a high 
school band in Flint, and continued at 
the University of Michigan where he 
led a collegiate band known as "Char
lie Wolcott and His Wolverines." 

After his graduation in 1927, he 
joined the Jean Goldkette organization 
to play and arrange for its various or
chestras including the famed Casa 
Loma band. During this period he 
worked with many legendary musical 
figures including Bix Beiderbecke, 
Frankie Trumbauer, Miff Mole, Joe 
Venuti and the Dorsey brothers, Tom
my and Jimmy. 

In 1928 Mr. Wolcott married Har
riett Louise Marshall who survives 
him, as do their two daughters, ~lrs. 
Sheila Joan Banani of Santa Monica, 
California, and Mrs. Marsha Jean Gil-

DEEPL Y GRIEVED PASSING DISTINGUISHED SERVANT CAUSE 
GOD, DEDICATED WORKER HIS VINEYARD CHARLES WOL
COTT. SELFLESSNESS, HUMILITY, COURAGE, NOBILITY, FAIR
MINDEDNESS, PERSEVERANCE CHARACTERIZED HIS UN
INTERRUPTED SERVICES COURSE HALF A CENTURY, IN HIS CA
PACITY AS MEMBER AND LATER SECRETARY NATIONAL SPIR
ITUAL ASSEMBLY CRADLE ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER, AS SEC
RETARY-GENERAL INTERNATIONAL BAHA'I COUNCIL FOL
LOWED BY HIS OUTSTANDING LABORS AS MEMBER UNIVER
SAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE SINCE ITS INCEPTION. PRAYING 
SHRINES PROGRESS HIS RADIANT SOUL, CONFIDENT RICH 
WELL-DESERVED REWARD ABHA KINGDOM HIS UNIQUE CON
TRIBUTION PROGRESS CONSOLIDATION FAITH NORTH AMER
ICA AND AT WORLD CENTRE. EXTEND LOVING SYMPATHY HIS 
BELOVED WIDOW WHO SHARED SUPPORTED HIS SERVICES 
THROUGHOUT PERIOD HIS DISTINGUISHED PROFESSIONAL 
CAREER, HIS BRILLIANT LABORS CAUSE GOD AND TO HIS BE
REAVED DAUGHTERS AND FAMILY. ADVISE FRIENDS EVERY
WHERE HOLD BEFITTING MEMORIAL GATHERINGS, INCLUD
ING COMMEMORATIVE SERVICES IN HIS HONOR ALL MASH
RIQU'L-ADHKARS. 

patrick of San Jose, both of whom are 
Baha'is. 

In New York from 1931-37, Mr. 
Wolcott joined Paul Whiteman as a 
composer, arranger and conductor, 
and also worked with Andre Kostela
netz, Johnny Green and others on 
radio where he arranged music for Al 
J olson, Burns and Allen, and others. 

It was radio that took him to Cali
fornia, as an arranger for singer Rudy 
Vallee, and he soon was composing 
specialty music for such guests as Nel
son Eddy, Gladys Swarthout, Don 
Ameche and Dorothy Lamour on Mr. 
Vallee's radio show, the "Chase and 
Sanborn Hour." 

In 1938 (the same year in which he 
and Mrs. Wolcott embraced the Faith), 
\<1r. Wolcott joined Walt Disney Stu
dios, and during his II years there
the last five as general music direc-

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
JANUAR Y 27, 1987 

tor-made several trips to South 
America, Mexico and Cuba to research 
music for various Disney films with 
Latin American backgrounds including 
"Saludos Amigos" and "The Three 
Caballeros. " 

Among his other films as music di
rector for Disney were the Academy 
Award-nominated "Song of the 
South," "Fancy Free," and "Make 
Mine Music." 

Before moving to MGM as assistant 
music director to his friend Johnny 
Green, Mr. Wolcott was music consul
tant to the Ice Capades of 1950 and 
guest conductor on the "Music from 
Hollywood" radio program with opera 
star Rise Stevens. 

At MGM he wrote the love themes 
for "Cat on a Hot Tin Roof" and 
"The Blackboard Jungle," and was 
credited with introducing rock-and-roll 
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to the screen in the latter film when he 
persuaded its producer to use the song 
"Rock Around the Clock" by Bill 
Haley and the Comets as part of the 
background score. 

Other songs composed by Mr. Wol
cott for films include "The Reluctant 
Dragon," "Sooner or Later," "Two 
Silhouettes," and "Llama Serenade." 
Southern Music published his "Inca 
Suite" from "Saludos Amigos" in 
1957. 

In April 1958 \1r. Wolcott succeeded 
Mr. Green as general music director at 
MGM. 

He had become a member of the 
Spiritual Assembly of Los Angeles in 
1948, was elected to the U.S. National 
Assembly in 1953, and served from 
1953-56 as chairman of the National 
Teaching Committee. After the Na
tional Assembly elected him to be its 
secretary in 1959, Mr. Wolcott said 
goodbye fore\"er to Hollywood and his 
long career in music. 

Mr. Wolcott was buried January 27 
in the Baha'i cemetery in Haifa. 

Australia 

A Baha'i delegation including the 
Hand of the Cause of God H. Collis 
Featherstone (jar right), Counsel/or 
Joy STevenson, and Stanley Bolton, 
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Charles Wolcott greeTs an old and dear 
friend, former Counsellor Edna True, 

chairman of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Australia, presents a copy of 
the peace staTement to Sir Ninian 

during his visiT to the U.S. National 
Convention in 1981. 

STephen (second from right), the Gov
ernor-General of Australia, at Govern
menT House in Sydney. 



Essay 

The spiritual basis of fasting 

Why fast? 
Fasting for spiritual reasons is a cus

tom that has been practiced through
out recorded relieious history. The 
specific guidelines for fasting have 
been defined by the Divine Revealers 
of religion in accordance with the 
needs and abilities of the people on 
whom the ordinance of fasting was 
binding. 

In the Baha'i Era many previous 
religious practices have been abro
gated, whereas some, such as the law 
of fasting, have been renewed by the 
unerring Pen of Baha'u'llah. Shoghi 
Effendi made the following obsena
tion on this topic: "Those unwarranted 
practices, in connection with the sacra
ment of baptism, of communion, of 
confession of sins, of asceticism. of 
priestly dominion, of elaborate cere
monies, of holy war and of polygamy. 
have one and all been rigidly sup
pressed by the Pen of Baha'u'llah; 
whilst the rigidity and rigor of certain 
observances, such as fasting, which are 
necessary to the devotional life of the 
individual, have been considerably 
abated." I 

The Baha'i fast is not for the pur
pose of physical cleansing of the body. 
nor is it to be taken lightly as a practice 
we may observe at our own discretion. 
It is. rather, fundamentally spiritual in 
nature, as BaM'u 'llah has ordained the 
fast as a spiritual law which is obliga
tory (binding in law or conscience) on 
behalf of the believers. Concerning the 
law of fasting, Baha'u'llah Himself de
clares: "We have commanded you ro 
pray and fast from the beginning of 
maturity; this is ordained by God, your 
Lord and the Lord of your fore-

This brief essay on the spiritual 
foundations of the Bahd'( fast was 
written by Dr. Steven Ellis of Ontario, 
Oregon. 

• It ... is essentially a period of 
meditation and prayer, of spir
itual recuperation, during which 
the believer must strive to make 
the necessary adjustments in his 
inner life, and to refresh and re
invigorate the spiritual forces la
tent in his soul.' 

fathers . ... "2 He further states: 
''These are, 0 my God, the days 
whereon Thou didst enjoin Thy ser
mnts to observe the fast. With it Thou 
didst adorn the preamble of the Book 
of Thy Laws revealed unto Thy crea
tures, and didst deck forth the Repos
ilOries of Thy commandments in the 
sight of all who are in Thy heaven and 
all who are on Thy earth. " J 

Regarding the vital character and 
importance of the Divine ordinances 
and laws, and the necessity for com
plete obedience to them by the be
iievers, Baha'u'llah clearly states: 
"The first duty prescribed by God for 
His servants is the recognition of Him 
Who is the Dayspring of His Revela
tion and the Fountain of His Laws, 
Who representeth the Godhead in both 
the Kingdom of His Cause and the 
world of creation. Whoso achieveth 
[his duty hath attained unto all good; 
and whoso is deprived thereof, hath 
gone astray, though he be the author of 
every righteous deed. It behoveth every 
one who reacheth this most sublime 
s[ation, this summit of transcendent 
glory, to observe every ordinance of 
Him Who is the Desire of the world. 
These twin duties are inseparable. 
Seither is acceptable without the other. 
Thus hath it been decreed by Him Who 
is [he Source of Divine inspiration. " 4 

Other considerations as to why the 
fast is so important to each one of us 

may be gleaned from the following 
statements of • Abdu'l-Baha: "Prayer 
and fasting is the cause of awakening 
and mindfulness and conducive to pro
tection and preservation from tests. " ~ 

"For this material fast is an outer 
token of the spiritual fast; it is a sym
bol of self-restraint, the withholding of 
oneself from all appetites of the self, 
taking on the characteristics of the 
spirit, being carried away by the 
breathings of heaven and catching fire 
from the love of God. " 6 

Shoghi Effendi further elaborated 
on the nature of the fast when he 
wrote: "It (the period of fasting) is es
sentially a period of meditation and 
prayer, of spiritual recuperation, dur
ing which the believer must strive to 
make the necessary readjustments in 
his inner life, and to refresh and rein
vigorate the spiritual forces latent in 
his soul. Its significance and purpose 
are, therefore, fundamentally spiritual 
in character. Fasting is symbolic. and a 
reminder of abstinence from selfish 
and carnal desires." 7 

Understanding that fasting was not a 
common practice in the western world, 
the following clarification was written 
on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an indi
vidual believer: "It is often difficult 
for us to do things because they are so 
very different from what we are used 
to. not because the thing itself is par
ticularly difficult. With you, and in
deed most Baha'is, who are now, as 
adults, accepting this glorious Faith, 
no doubt some of the ordinances, like 
fasting and daily prayer, are hard to 
understand and obey at first. But we 
must always ihink that these things are 
given to all men for a thousand years to 
come. For Baha'i children who see 
these things practiced in the home. they 
will be as natural and necessary a thing 
as going to church on Sunday was to 
the more pious generation of Chris-
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tians. Baha'u'llah would not have 
given us these things if they would not 
greatly benefit us, and, like children 
who are sensible enough to realize their 
father is wise and does what is good for 
them, we must accept to obey these or
dinances even though at first we ma~ 
not see any n~ed for them. As we obey 
them we will gradually come to see in 
ourselves the benefits they confer. ,. , 

Enlightening us on the purpose of 
the fast, Baha'u'lhih revealed the fol
lowing in a prayer: "Glory be to Thee. 
a Lord my God! These are the days 
whereon Thou hast bidden all men lO 

observe the fast, that through it they 
may purify their souls and rid them
selves of (1/1 attachment to anyone but 
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thee, and thal out of their hearts may 
ascend that which will be worthy of the 
court of Thy majesty and may well be
seem the seat of the revelation of Thr 
oneness. " 9 • • . 

The fasting period ends at sumet on 
March 20 with a Feast called Naw-Ruz. 
This Feast ends the year and simulta
neously begins the Baha'i new year, 
coinciding with the spring equinox. 
When tofast 

Baha'u'llah tells us, in the Kitdb-i
Aqdas, of a specified time for the fast: 
"The period of fasting commences 
Wilh the termination of the Intercalary 
Days, and ends with the .'Vaw-Ru::, Fes
tival. "10 Shoghi Effendi further ex
plained through his secretary: "The 

fasting period, which lasts nineteen 
days startii1g as a rule from the second 
of March every year and ending on the 
twentieth day of the same 
month ... " II 

Baha'u'llah wrote: "Vowing lO fasl 
(:n a month other than the one pre
scribed for fasting) is permissible. 
I 'ows which profit mankind are how
n-er preferable in the sight of God. " I: 

This should not, however, be taken to 
mean that one may skip the fast and do 
1: during some other month of the year, 
but rather that fasting in general is per
missible at other times of the year. 
Shoghi Effendi clarifies this: "Of 
course the fast, as you know, can only 
be kept during the month set aside for 
that purpose." ;, 

How to fast 
This is clearly defined by Baha'

u']jah, again in the KiTob-i-Aqdas: 
".4 bSTain from food and drink, from 
5unrise TO sundown, and beware lest 
desire deprive you of this grace That is 
appoinTed in the Book." 14 Note that 
. Abdu 'l-Baha, after stating that fasting 
consist, of abstinence from food and 
drink, categorically says that smoking 
is a form of "drink," in that the 
Arabic \"erb "drink" applies equally to 
smoking.l~ 

Baha'u'llah further implies in a 
prayer that we might also, during the 
fast, arise early enough before sunrise 
to say prayers: "Thou seest, a God of 
_Wercy, Thou Whose power pervadeth 
all created things, these servants of 
Thine, Thy thralls, who, according to 
the good-pleasure of Thy Will, observe 
in the daytime the fast prescribed by 
Thee, who arise, at the earliest dawn of 
day, to make mention of Thy Name, 
and to celebrate Thy praise, in the hope 
of obtaining their share of the goodly 
things that are treasured up within the 
Treasuries of Thy grace and bounty. " 16 

Consistent with this, He further states 
in anOTher prayer for the fast: "For 
Thine ardent lovers Thou hast, accord
ing to Thy decree, reserved, at each 
daybreak, the cup of Thy remem
brance, a Thou Who art the Ruler of 
rulers.' These are thev who have been 
so inebriated with the wine of Thy 
manifold wisdom that they forsake 
their couches in their longing to cele
brate Thy praise and extol Thy virtues, 
and flee from sleep in their eagerness to 
approach Thy presence and partake of 
Thy bounty. " 1-
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Shoghi Effendi comments in regard 
to "accidental" eating or drinking: "If 
one eats unconsciously during the fast 
hours, this is not breaking the fast as it 
is an accident." 18 

Who must fast 
Who is obligated to fast is -:lea~ly 

defined by Baha'u'lhih in the Kitdb-i
Aqdas: "We have commanded you to 

pray and fast from the beginning of 
maturity; this is ordained by God, your 
Lord and the Lord of your fore
fathers. " 19 Concerning the age of ma
turity mentioned in the above verse, He 
further explains in the appendix of that 
same Book: "The age of maturity is in 
the fifteenth year; women and men are 
alike in this respect. " 20 It is thus clear 
that all Baha'is who are age 15 years or 
older are bound by the law of fasting, 
with the following exceptions: 

Traveling. If one's travel exceeds 
nine hours or travel on foot exceeds 
two hours, he may break his fast. Also. 
if one breaks a journey (apparently a 
long one-author) for less than 19 days 
he does not have to fast. If he breaks a 
journey to stay at some place for mor~ 
than 19 days, he is exempt from fasting 
only for the first three days after his ar
rival. If one reaches home from a jour
ney during the fast, he must begin fas:
ing from the day of his arrival. ShOg!"li 
Effendi tells us: "Travelers are exemp: 
from fasting, but if they want [0 f:F 
while they are traveling, they are i;~;: 

to do so. You are exempt the who:e 
period of travel, not just the hour'> y,~.: 
are in a train or car, etc .. , 2! 

Age. Those over age 70 do not na'. ~ 
to fast, but according to the Guardia;:: 
"[f one desires to fast after the age lim
it is passed, and is strong enough [0. 

one is free to do so." 22 

lIIness. Those who are ill do not ha·.;: 
to fast. "If during the fast period a 
person falls ill and is unable to fast, bu: 
recovers before the fast period is O\;:~, 
he can start to fast again and contin'.:~ 
until the end. Of course the fast, as yo!.: 
know, can only be kept during ::-:;: 
month set aside for that purpose." :' 

Pregnancy or nursing. Women who 
are pregnant or nursing are exemp: 
from fasting. 

Special times. Women in the:~ 
courses, providing they repeat a speci:'
ically revealed verse 95 times a da~, 
(Repeat 95 times a day between OE;: 
noon and the next: "Glorified be Goe. 
the lord of Splendor and Beauty.") 

Heavy labor. Those who are engaged 
in heavy labor are exempt, but are ad
vised to show respect for the law of the 
iast by using discretion and restraint 
when availing themselves of the exemp
:ion. 

These exemptions shoulJ be obs<;!n
ed when appropriate, as they are pur
posely included, not only for the sake 
af one's physical health as with the ex
emptions for illness, nursing or preg
nancy, but also to assure that the fast 

Who is obligated to fast is clear
ly defined by Baha'u'lhih in the 
Kitab-i-Aqdas: 'We have com
manded you to pray and fast 
from the beginning of maturity; 
this is ordained by God, your 
Lord and the Lord of your fore
fathers. ' 

may be a light to one' 5 Ii fe and not a 
burden on one's soul. On the other 
hand, using the exemptiom without 
due cause may well be unacceptable. 
Sincere pray'er and meditation will as
suredly shed light on any personal dif
r'iculty with this matter. 

"Lauded be Thy name. 0 my God.' 
This is the hour when Thou hast un
(oc'ked the dOOr) of Thy bOllnty before 
{he faces of Thv erearures, and opened 
~"ide (he porials of Thv render merev 
:,>7.[1) ail [he dwellers of Thine earrh. ,. :-

"Thou i-zasr endowed every hour 0/ 
[hese days wirh a special virrue, in
'icrurable ro all excepr Thee, Whose 
knowledge embracerh all creared 
things. Thou hast, also, assigned unro 
every soul a porrion of chis \'irrue in ac
cordance wirh rhe Tabler of Thy decree 
and rhe Scriprures of Thine irrevocable 
judgmenr. " " 

"Gran!, 0 my Lord, rhat ,-his fast 
may become a Tlver of lljegi\'ing wafers 
and may yield rhe virrue wherewirh 
Thou hast endowed if ... :-

"These are Thy servanrs, 0 my 
Lord, who have entered wirh Thee in 
rhis, rhe .Host Great Prison, who have 
kept the fasr within irs walls according 
(0 whar Thou hast commanded rhem in 
the Tabiers of Thy decree and rhe 
Books of Th); behest. Send down, 
therefore, upon them what will thor
oughly purge them of all that Thou ab-

horresr, that they may be wholly de
voted to Thee, and may detach them
selves entirely from all except Thy
self. " 28 

"This is the hour, 0 my Lord, which 
Thou hast caused to excel every other 
hour, and hasr related to the choicest 
among Thy creatures. I beseech Thee, 
o my God, by Thy Self and by them to 
ordain in the course of rhis year what 
shall exalt Thy loved ones. " 29 

"Grant, 0 my Lord, that the fire of 
Thy love and the heat produced by the 
fast enjoined by Thee may inflame 
them in Thy Cause, and make them to 
be occupied with Thy praise and with 
remembrance of Thee, " 30 

NOTES 
I. The World Order of Bahd'u 'lIdh, 

p.22. 
2. Kitdb-i-Aqdas, p.l3. 
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Baha'i history 

Enterprise: second oldest in U.s.? 

It is fairly common knowledge that 
Chicago is the first and oldest Baha'i 
community in America. And many are 
aware of the uncertainty as to whether 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, or New York 
City has the honor of being next in 
line. But now there is a distinct pos
sibility that a third city may have pre
ceded them as the second oldest com
munity in this country. 

After Ibrahim Kheiralla had given 
his series of classes on the Faith in 
Chicago a number of times, he traveled 
to new cities, most notably Kenosha. 
But before that he made a side trip that 
is only now becoming more widely 
known. Where did he go and what 
were the results? Was this indeed the 
second Baha'i community? 

There is some evidence I that a stu
dent in one of Mr. Kheiralla's Chicago 
classes was a Miss Josephine Hilty who 
was in that city to continue her musical 
training. Eventually, she would per
form in Europe and teach at a Kansas 
college, but that would come later. Her 
family had connections in Chicago; her 
uncle had had an exhibit at the Colum
bian Exposition of 1893, among other 
things. 

Miss Hilty's hometown was Enter
prise, Kansas. Her mother, Mrs. Jacob 
(Bar bra) Ehrsam, was a Swiss emigrant 
who was searching for truth. Mrs. 
Ehrsam had helped found Enterprise; 
even before the streets were laid out, 

This brief overview of the early his
tory of the Baha'i Faith in Enterprise, 
Kansas, was written by Duane L. Herr
mann of Berryton, Kansas, a Baha'l 
for 17 years who has served on Assem
blies in Topeka and Hays, Kansas, and 
the Kansas District Teaching Commit
tee, has degrees in education and his
tory, and is presently helping the U.S. 
Baha'l Publishing Trust in its efforts to 
produce a Baha'I' encyclopedia. 
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As for studying. there were only 
two booklets in all of America 
on the Faith ... There was no 
other source of information in 
1897: no books, no magazines, 
no pamphlets, no cassettes, no 
movies, no radio stations, no 
scri ptures. 

and the prairie settled by Europeans, 
she owned and operated with her 
brother the first store there. By the 
time her daughter went to Chicago, 
Mrs. Ehrsam was the wealthiest wom
an in Enterprise. But material goods 
and social status did not satisfy the 
yearning in her soul; she sought out 
one teacher after another, and when 
Josephine told her of the teachings of 
Mr. Kheiralla, she invited him to 

Enterprise to teach. 
Mr. Kheiralla arrived in Enterprise 

in July 1897 as a guest of the Ehrsams 
and held classes in the parlor of their 
home which attracted considerable no
tice. An article in the weekly Enterprise 
paper was headlined: "The Bible Is 
Not the Truth." 2 The day before, the 
weekly in Abiline, just down the road, 
headlined its article "Teaches Strange 
Things." 3 Both articles appeared at 
the top of the front page; the Abilene 
article was reprinted in both major dai
lies in Topeka (the state capital, 80 
miles away). One carried the same 
headline, while the other announced: 
"Hoffman's New Religion: The Peo
ple Found Out What Ails Agricultural 
College Regent." 4 This was a refer
ence to one of Mrs. Ehrsam's nephews 
who apparently attended a few of the 
first classes. His activities in Kansas 
politics guaranteed ample publicity for 
Mr. Kheiralla's visit and classes. 

Accounts of class size ranged from 

22 to 2"7 students, most of whom were 
relati\es of Mrs. Ehrsam's or other 
members of "polite society" in the 
area. The evidence suggests that eight 
of them-including four family mem
bers-accepted the Faith at that time: 
with one more enrolled later in the 
year. So it appears that there were at 
least nine Baha'is in Enterprise, Kan
sas, in 1897. 

Today a district, regional or national 
teaching committee would send some
one to help them form an Assembly 
and begin community activities such as 
the ~ineteen Day Feast. Each member 
would receive The American Baha 'j 
which not only has news of Baha'i ac
tivities across the country but also car
ries catalogs and other information 
from the Baha'i Publishing Trust. Ba
ha'is from nearby communities, man v 
also having Assemblies, would n~ 
doubt visit the friends in Enterprise 
whose members would be invited to 
district conventions, summer and win
ter schools, and other area-wide 
events. 

But that is today, not 1897, 1898 or 
1899. Then, the closest Baha 'f com
munity was in Chicago, some 600 miles 
away, and much more remote than it is 
via a two-hour plane flight. There were 
no other Baha'i communities on the 
continent. In fact, there were only a 
handful of isolated Baha'is, one in 
Nebraska, another in South Dakota, 
with the nearest in Kansas City (where 
there were two, but one of them moved 
to Enterprise in 1903), and Josephine, 
who moved to SI. Louis. These others 
were more alone and isolated than the 
Baha'is in Enterprise. 

As for studying, there were only tWO 

booklets in all of America on the Faith, 
both written by Mr. Kheiralla and both 
containing his own personal ideas. 
There was no other source of informa
tion in 1897: no books, no magazines, 

m 
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no pamphlets, no cassettes, no movies, 
no radio station, no scriptures. Only 
the two little booklets. How could 
these early Baha'is possibly have any 
idea of what a Baha'i community 
should be? 

The Baha'is in Enterprise did see one 
another; they were related by family 
ties or moved in the same social circle. 
But there was no Assembly, and there 
were no Feasts, deepenings, prayer 
meetings or any other gatherings of a 
Baha'i nature. Excerpts from some of 
Mrs. Ehrsam's letters to Mr. Kheiral
la's secretary give evidence of their 
situation (spelling is from the original): 
"This is the first time I atemted to 
write to you although I wished to have 
done so many times since I had the 
teachings wich makes a bond of unity 
between us." 6 This was written in May 
1899. And in another letter she writes, 
"Its been such a long time since I heard 
of you .... We are a little band of be
lievers here but have no one to instruct 
us .... What has become of :'vIr. 
Chase? He used to write to one of the 
believers here but no one has heard 
lately." 7 She asks if the Getsingers 
could stop on their way to California: 
"Lett me know how the believers are 
prospering and how they grow in grace 
and knowledge .... " l 

The only evidence she gives of fur
ther activities together are the lines: 
"We (Rose Hilty, her daughter-in-law) 
live close and see one another every 
day. We talk much abouth the blessed 

Germany 
Two bouquets of roses from Baha 'IS 
who are imprisoned in Iran's three ma
jor prisons are displa.ved at the Baha'{ 
House of W'orship in Frankfurt. West 
Germany, during a memorial service 
last ,\Jay for the Baha '{ marr.vrs In 

fran. 

truth and long to hear and know more 
abouth (it?). 'Oh God give me Knowl
edge faith and love' is the desier of my 
hearth at all times." 9 She closes, 
"Hoping to hear from you soon I re
main yours for the truth, Mrs. J B Ehr-
5am" 10 

Later, in 1912, one of the Baha'is in 
Enterprise, with her daughter who had 
accepted the Faith sometime after Mr. 
Kheiralla's visit, met 'Abdu'l-Baha in 
Chicago. Elizabeth Renwanz is listed in 
The Dawning Place as having attended 
the ground breaking ceremony for the 
House of Worship in Wilmette, but no 
city is given for her. i 1 

Shortly after the turn of the century, 
Rose Hilty and her family moved to 
Topeka, becoming the first Baha'is in 
that city. The Baha'i community of 
Topeka has been continuous since 
then. The family returned briefly to 
Enterprise in 1917-20, during which 
time a couple of contributions were re
ceived by Bahai Temple Unity from 
the Baha'is of Enterprise (some had 
been received up to 1912).12 

But no record has been found to in
dicate that the Baha'is of Enterprise 
ever gathered together for any Baha'i 
activities after Mr. Kheiralla left them. 
One long-time resident recalled the 
mother of Elizabeth Renwanz holding 
. 'religious meetings" in her home 
about 1912,1] but nothing further is 
known about them. 

Owing to the lack of solid evidence 

we cannot claim that Enterprise was 
the second Baha'i community in Amer
ica. But of one thing there is no doubt: 
it was the second location of organized 
Baha'i teaching on this continent. And 
that alone will assure a place in history 
for the Baha'is of Enterprise, Kansas, 
of 1897. 

NOTES 
I. Abilene Weekly Chronic/e, Abilene, 

Kansas; July 16, 1897, p. I. 
2. Enterprise Journal, Enterprise, Kansas; 

July 17, 1897, p. I. 
3. Abilene Weekly Chronic/e, Abilene, 

Kansas; July 16, 1897, p. I. 
4. Topeka Daily Capital, Topeka, Kansas; 

July 14, 1897, p. 3. 
5. "Supplication Book of Students in Mis

cellaneous Cities, from 1895 to (blank)," 
National BaM'i Archives, Wilmette, Illi
nois. 
6. Letter dated May 3, 1899, from Barbra 

Ehrsam to Maud Lampson, in "Maud 
Lampson papers," National Baha'i Arch
ives, Wilmette, Illinois. 
7. Ibid. 
8. Letter dated from internal evidence to 

be late in 1899 from Barbra Ehrsam to 
Maud Lampson, in "Lampson papers," 
National Baha'i Archives. 
9. Ibid. 

10. Ibid. 
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Place (Wilmette, IL: Baha'i Publishing 
Trust, 1984), p. 246. 
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Japan 

'Peace ribbon' travels to Ube City 

When the Baha'is of Ube City, 
Japan, agreed to make banners for last 
year's Australian Peace Expo, they 
asked the friends in their sister city Ba
ha'i community of Newcastle, Aus
tralia, to do them the favor of re
serving about 100 banners after the Ex
po for Ube so that a "piece of the 
peace ribbon" could be shown at a 
mini-Expo in Ube later in the year. 

The friends in Newcastle did better 
than that: in addition to the banners 
from the Expo, they arranged for par
ticipants in Australia's Peace Expo to 
send messages of peace on postcards 
(about 125 of them) for display, and 
persuaded the city council's "sister 
cities" committee to sign a joint proc
lamation with the Baha'is of New
castle, supporting the Ube City Peace 
Expo. 

Also, a set of nine special banners 
was made by the residents of Newcastle 
using designs of school children as a 
gift to the people of Ube; 700 citizens 
in Newcastle signed petitions support
ing the Ube City event; and once it was 
learned that Dr. Allan Waters (sec
retary of the Spiritual Assembly of 
Newcastle), his wife, Muna, and their 
two children would be in Ube for five 
days at the end of September, the Spir
itual Assembly of Ube decided to plan 
the Expo to coincide with their visit. 

While plans were being carried out in 
Ube over the summer, Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael Higgins, pioneers from the 
U.S. to Ube, visited Newcastle to pick 
up the banners and to observe first
hand the exciting work for peace going 
on in Australia. When interviewed on a 
television news program about the ef
fect of the sister-city connection, Mrs. 
Higgins said she thought it was very 
important since in Japan so little had 
been done about the International Year 
of Peace due to the erroneous assump
tion by many that peace movements 
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A piece of A usrralia 's 'peace ribbon' 
which was displayed last September 
28-29 al the Peace Expo in Ube City, 

are necessarily political. Since the peo
ple of Ube trust Australia, she said, 
and particularly Newcastle, and since 
they also trust the Baha'is, the Peace 
Expo idea was being well-received. 

The Ube City Expo was held Sep
tember 28-29 at a local community 
center. Activities included the displays 
of banners and postcards, discussion 
groups on overcoming barriers to 
peace, a public lecture by Counsellor 
Michitosi Zenimoto and Dr. Waters, 
and video tape and slide shows. 

Baha'i literature was on display and 
available; participants were invited to 
take part in the Million Minutes of 
Peace Movement; and 1,000 paper 

-. 
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Japan, thanks to cooperation between 
Baha'is in the 'sister cities' of Ube and 
Newcastle, Australia. 

cranes representing as many prayers 
for peace were made to send to New
castle as a gesture of thanks. 

About 150 people attended the Ex
po, which was publicized in four news
papers and by 1,000 posters and flyers 
distributed by the Baha'is of Ube City. 
One newspaper article described the 
mood as one of "a big, happy family 
with a plea for one world." 

Many thoughtful expressions of ap
preciation were received. A local artist 
summed up her impressions with a 
haiku poem written above a drawing of 
a field of dandelions: "They really can 
fly, the seeds of peace, to wide-open 
sky!" 



/ . 

Pictured is the new antenna oj Radio Ba
hd'i-Lake Titicaca in Puno, Peni. The an
tenna was erected in November 1986, the 
same month in which the station observed its 
fifth anniversary of operation. In the back-

, . 

ground is Lake Titicaca, the highest navi
gable lake in the world and the cradle of the 
oldest civilization in America. (Photo by 
Antonio Cabezas) 
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The world 

'Peace Child' drama shown in Hawaii 

"Peace Child." an internationally 
acclaimed musical drama, was produc
ed for the first time in Hawaii last 
November by the National Spiritual 
Assembly's International Year of 
Peace Committee through an arrange
ment with the Peace Child Foundation. 

The work is a professionally done 
musical comedy suitable for all ages. 
with a cast of scores of children and 
adults. 

Former Lt. GO\. Jean King. a long
time friend of the Faith, helped pro
mote the musical in the name of the 
L'niversity of Hawaii's Peace Institute 
through correspondence with 185 
school principals on Oahu, and by per
sonal contact with major organizations 
in Honolulu. 

A major television news network 
produced a prime-time feature on the 
peace drama that included footage of a 
production of "Peace Child" at the 
Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.. 
an interview with the author, Da\'id 
Woollcombe, and shots of rehearsals 
at the Baha'i National Center in 
Hawaii. 

Following its premiere performances 
_ on November 14-15, the National Spir

itual Assembly of Hawaii reported that 
"Peace Child" had received generally 
popular acclaim. Five hundred-thirty 
school children attended a standing-

Nicaragua 

The Baha'is of Nicaragua have 
erected the third in a series of bill
boards in the capital city, Managua, 
this one with a message for the Interna
tional Year of Peace. 

Beneath the word "peace," which 
appears in 19 languages and various 
scripts including Miskito, a local in
digenous language, is the message, 
"We are working for world peace. The 
Baha'i Faith." 
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room-only special performance, and at 
the nightly performances, attendance 
averaged more than 800. 

The National Assembly says it feel~ 

that the power of the spirit unleashed 
by the musical was "overwhelming." 

• 
The Baha'i community of Hawaii. 

Swaziland 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Swaziland has reported a "spiritual re
vival in Swaziland." Baha'is and non
Baha'is, it says, are learning about the 
Station of Baha'u'Jlah through a "new 
approach" to teaching. 

The new technique arose from a con
cern on the part of long-deepened 
Swazi Baha'is about the failure to 
reach new people, unlike the days of 
the Ten Year Crusade when the Teach
ings were met with an enthusiastic re
sponse. 

A new approach was developed 
which they call "an African ap
proach." It was noted that three recent 
funerals of Baha'is who had long been 
firm in the Faith and had served as 
delegates to National Conventions had 
included all-night vigils, as is the 
African custom. On these occasions, 
three Swazi members of the National 
Assembly began to teach the assembled 
friends about Bible prophecies and to 
relate them to the teachings of BaM'
u'llah. "It was magic!" the National 
Assembly's report says. "The people 
came alive. They began to under
stand! " 

Recently, the report continues, a re
quest was received from the Gege area, 
home of two Baha'is whose funerals 
were held last August 16 and 18, asking 
the friends to concentrate on more all
night vigils to proclaim the Faith and 
find waiting souls. 

"Gege has long been a favorite spot 

which has been winning awards for 
floats in the annual Aloha Parade for 
20 years, took home its 17th award last 
September, first place in the non-com
mercial division, for a "World Peace" 
float covered with 40,000 tropical 
flowers . 

for teaching the Faith ... ," the report 
says. "Chief Hlatshwayo has loved the 
Faith and encouraged his people to 
study it deeply. He has a large collec
tion of Baha'i books and wants one 
day to build a library where all the Ba
ha'i books will be kept. He is now 83 
years old and quite ill. His son, Joseph, 
recently returned from the Republic of 
South Africa, has been studying the 
books and is on fire with the Teach
ings. ,. 

It was Joseph who asked for an all
night vigil which was held last Sep
tember 27. Despite cold and rain, four 
loaded cars traveled almost 100 kilo
meters to attend. 

The National Assembly's report con
tinues, "The next morning, the Baha'is 
called on Chief Hlatshwayo, who was 
too frail to attend the meeting, and he 
was so thrilled to receive the delegation 
of over 30 people to pay respects to 
him. He strongly emphasized that we 
should return and deepen his people in 
the knowledge of this beautiful Faith. " 

Paraguay 
The "Mona" music video was 

shown last October 25 on a popular 
television show that originates in Asun
cion, Paraguay, and is seen all over the 
country. 

Baha'is placed an ad in an Asuncion 
newspaper inviting the public to watch 
the program. 
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Germany 

• 
Johannes Rau (left), the prime minister 
of North Rhine- Westphalia, receh·es a 
delegation of Baha'I's including famed 
ja:.:. trumpeter John Birks fDi:.:.y) Gil
lespie (second from righ[) who was in 
Germany last .'Vovember .for a benefit 

United Kingdom 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

the United Kingdom has approved the 
~reation of a British Association of Ba
ha'i Esperantists (Brita Asocio de 
Bahaaj-Esperantistoj) to bring togeth
er all those in the Baha'i community 
who are interested in thac interna,ional 
language. The Association aims to or
ganize the work and spread informa
tion about the language among the Ba
ha'is, and about the Faith among Es-
perantists. 

• 
For the third time in less than a year, 

"Peace by Peace," the monthly jour
nal of the Peace People movement in 
Northern Ireland, has carried a sub
stantial article about the Faith. 

In its October 1986 issue, there is an 
article by Dr. Keith Munro, an Aux-

...... , 
...... 

performance sponsored by the Bahd'{ 
communi(v of Germany on behalf of 
[he Willy Brandt Foundation. Also pic
[:.red at the meeting, during which .Hr. 
Rau was gi\'en a COpl· of 'The Promise 

iliary Board member, about "The 
Promise of World Peace." The Peace 
People, who ~elebrate their 10th an
niversary this year, have friends and 
supporters in many ~ountries, and their 
publication is cir~ulated worldwide. 

Spain 

For the first time in Spain, Baha'is 
have held institutes on the topic of the 
equality of the sexes . 

In Terrassa last September 27-28, the 
event drew 18 participants of both 
sexes, while in Cartagena, on October 
11-12, 50 adults took part. Counsellor 
Agnes Ghaznavi was present to observe 
the discussions. 

of World Peace,' are (left to right) 
Kurt Henseler, a member of the ,Va
tional Spiritual Assembly of Germany; 
Christopher Sprung, secretary of the 
National Assembly; and Judy Rafal. 

Thailand 
The national Summer School that 

was held last August in Phattalung 
Province of South Thailand proved to 
be a great stimulus to the Baha'is in the 
town of Phattalung. 

They are now looking into the a~qui
sition of a local Baha'i Center, and 
have recently brought new and active 
members into the Faith. 

One youth who accepted the Faith at 
the Summer School returned to his 
home village in Tale Meang and en
listed 16 other youth in the Faith. He 
has since volunteered to start a second 
Santitham Children's Library in his vil
lage, and his local Assembly is consid
ering acquiring a Baha'i Center for 
that purpose. 

Baha'i News/March 1987 11 



- --------------------------.................. z ...... r' 
r 

Panama 
A World Peace Day television pro

gram was presented last September 20 
by the local Spiritual Assembly of 
Panama City, Panama. 

The program, entitled .. Religion, 
Source of Peace," included participa
tion by a respected rabbi, the spiritual 
leader of the oldest Jewish congrega
tion in Panama; a Sikh leader; a Mus
lim spokesman; an Episcopal priest; 
and Oscar Torres, representing the Ba
ha'i community of Panama. Each of 
the panel members drew upon extracts 
from the sacred writings of his religion. 

The moderator was Mrs. Damaris 
Perez de Gonzalez, who explained the 
basic teachings of the Baha'i Faith on 
the oneness of God, the Prophets, and 
humankind. She also spoke about pro
gressive revelation, showing that all re
ligions proceed from a divine Source. 

An extensi\e newspaper report of 
the program, headlined "The Baha'is 
and the World Day of Peace," which 
appeared September 21 in La Estrella 
de Panama. ended by saying, "We feel 
that this program was truly a model of 
dignity, of working together for peace 
and love of humanity. We congratulate 
all the participants, especially the Ba
ha'i community of Panama." 

The ~uslim participant on the panel 
sent a letter to the Baha'is after the 
program in which he said, "It was my 
pleasure to be with you and the Baha'is 
of Panama .... I f our intentions were 
pure, it will have a force for the coming 
years .... 1 am grateful to you and the 
rest of your co-workers for your pro
ject to gain peace. Please say 'thank
you' to them. Let us pray that peace 
may be coming in our life-soon." 

ivory Coast/Guinea 

Two Baha'i representatives attended 
a government-sponsored seminar last 
October 15-18 in Conakry, Guinea. 

Participants included members of all 
ministries of government and represen
tatives of public associations and 
organizations concerned with helping 
handicapped persons. 

The Baha'is participated as members 
of an international non-governmental 
organization. Their role in the seminar 
was appreciated by the other partici
pants and reflected favorably on the 
Faith. 
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Baba'i International Community 
Senior staff from overseas offices of 

the Baha'i International Community 
convened last October 31 in New York 
City for eight days of planning what 
the Universal House of Justice termed 
"a new, potent stage in the develop
ment of the external affairs of the 
worldwide Baha'i community." 

Taking part in the consultation were 
the Baha'i International Community's 
united Nations representatives in Nev. 
York and Geneva and members of the 
Offices of Public Information in Nev. 
York and Haifa. 

Participants in the meetings, which 
were chaired by Counsellor Wilma 
Brady, included Dr. Victor de Araujo. 
Giovanni Ballerio, Gerald Knight, 
Paul Ojermark and Mary Sawicki of 
the UN offices; Douglas Martin, Mary 
Hardy and Hugh Locke of the Offices 
of Public Information; and representa
:i\es of the National Spiritual Assem
blie~ of Canada and the L .S. and their 
Public Information Offices. 

In a message to the gathering, the 
Lni\ersal House of Justice noted that 

Philippines 

Laotian and Vietnamese Baha'{s are 
pictured at the Philippine Refugee Pro
cessing Center in Morong, Bataan. 
J-Vith them are pioneer John Soderlund 
(back row, left) and two members of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Philippines. More than 200 Indo-Chi-

the past three years have seen the es
tablishment of the Office of Public In
formation, the consolidation of the Ex
ecutive Committee, the creation of the 
Social and Economic Development 
unit, and the enlargement of the Ge
neva branch of the BIC by the transfer 
from ~ew York of the Human Rights 
unit. These moves, it said, forecast 
"far-reaching diplomatic and public
relations prospects opening before the 
Baha'i world community." 

Republic of Ireland 
The "Mona" music video was 

shown on national television in Ireland 
last !\:ovember 10, in a prime time pro
gram with a magazine format. 

The \ideo was preceded by a brief in
ten'iew with Patrick Dawson, a mem
be~ of the National Spiritual Assembly, 
\\ ho spoke about the Baha'i communi-
I) in Ireland. 

Following the video, a summary of 
the principles of the Faith was pre
sented. 

nese refugees at the Center have be
come Baha'l's, and the newly formed 
community, composed of Laotian, 
Vietnamese and Cambodian refugees, 
-s translating Baha'{ literature into the 
Laotian language. 



• 

Alaska 
Kotzebue, a city of a few thousand 

on Kotzebue Sound in northwestern 
Alaska, was host last July 28-August 3 
to the Inuit Circumpolar Conference. 

The Inuit are Eskimo people, united 
by language and culture yet separated 
geographically. The conference 
brought together Inuit from Canada, 
Greenland, Alaska and the Soviet 
Union. The ICC is presently the only 
international forum for an exchange of 
information, ideas and problem-solv
ing among the Inuit in these circum
polar countries, and its deliberations 
include ecological, social, cultural, 
economic and educational issues. 

A feature of last year's gathering 
was a Native Trade Fc:tir for sharing 
arts, cultural events, food and en
tertainment. 

The Baha'is of Kotzebue, eager to be 
of help to the international Inuit com
munity and to present the Faith at this 
important forum, hosted visitors in 
their homes and organized their own 
significant participation. 

The local Spiritual Assembly offered 
an evening program with a speaker on 
native prophecy and another to intro
duce the peace statement to the Inuit. 

A gift of 800 pens bearing Baha'i 
slogans was made to the Inuit dele
gates. A showing of a Baha'i video 
tape proved to be quite popular; a high 
school principal asked if he might re-

India 
The Baha'i State Council of Bihar 

approached All India Radio of Patna 
and obtained the station's agreement 
to broadcast the Universal House of 
Justice's peace statement in daily in
stallments last October 6-24. 

• 
Acting on its own initiative, the For

ests Department of the government of 
Madhya Pradesh, India, recommended 
the Rabbani Baha'i School in Gwalior 
as that state's entry for best tree
planting project and candidate for a 
national award from the central gov
ernment of India. 

Last November 10, the National 
Spiritual Assembly of India was in
formed that the Rabbani School had 
won the "Indira Gandhi Friends of 
Trees Award-1986" which was pre
sented on November 19. 
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The map illustrates the geographical 
relationship of Canada, Greenland, 
Alaska and the Soviet Union, the cir-

view it for possible use in his school. 
Baha'i involvement in the confer

ence was effective, and much indivi
dual teaching took place. It was learn
ed that several delegates from other 

Malaysia 
An interview with Fariburz Sahba, 

architect of the Baha'i House of Wor
ship in India, appeared in the October 
1986 issue of Her World, an English
language women's magazine in Malay
sia. 

Under the heading "Creating a 
Dream," the Temple is described and 
the architect's philosophy revealed. 

Mr. Sahba points out the signifi
cance of the lotus symbol in the relig
ions of Buddhism and Hinduism, and 
as a feature of Muslim architecture of 
the Mogul period in India, and con
cludes that the lotus form of the Baha'i 
House of Worship "has something to 
say to everyone .. , 

• 
In Kanowit, East Malaysia, 10 

copies of "The Promise of World 
Peace" were recently presented to local 

North Pole 

ICELAND 

t ~ AtI.ntlc Oc .. n 

HudlO" SlY 
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cumpolar nations in which the Inuit 
Eskimos live. 

cities and countries had Baha'i family 
members. Exposure to the Faith in the 
context of the Kotzebue conference 
was a positive experience for these 
guests. 

Chinese leaders and Kanowit officials 
by Auxiliary Board members Tan 
Hock Siew and Clarence Suai with a 
Baha'i delegation from Sibu. 

The secretary of the District Council 
asked for copies of the statement in the 
Iban language to be given to the people 
in the Kanowit District. 

• 
A youth conference, organized by 

the youth group of Balai Ringin in 
Serian, Malaysia, and held last Sep
tember 27, was attended by 52 students 
and several friends from surrounding 
areas. 

Topics studied included "After Be
coming a Baha'i," "Baha'i Mar
riage," "The Purpose of Our Lives," 
"Baha'i History," and "Unity and 
Harmony." 
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New Zealand 

The local council in Cambridge, 
New Zealand, asked the city's Baha'is 
to organize a multicultural evening to 

help celebrate its recent centennial. The 
small Baha'i community coordinated a 
number of cultural groups to present 
an evening of "richness, diversity and 
unity," according to a front-page arti
cle in a local newspaper. 

The event, held at a primary school, 
drew an outstanding attendance and 
was met with requests for more such 

Cuba 

Baha'i's in Havana, Cuba, are shown 
with Sohrab Yazdani (seated in center), 
an Iranian Baha'I' who is pioneering in 

Switzerland 
As Romansch is the fourth language 

of Switzerland, spoken by some 40,000 
people, the National Spiritual Assem
bly of that country recently published a 
booklet in Ladin, one of its main dia
lects, and distributed it to the Ro
mansch media and others, especially 
those who are engaged in saving and 
preserving this minority language. 

The distribution led to a seven
minute radio program about the his
tory, principles and statistics of the 
Faith, during which a Baha'i prayer 
was read. 

The program was broadcast on both 
local and national radio, the first time 
for a Baha'i program in Romansch. 

14 March 1987/Baha'j News 

evenings. 
The Baha'i community of Cam

bridge is excited about the growing op
portunities to present Baha'i views to 
the community: "While most commu
nities have been presenting their 
mayors and council members with the 
peace message, ours have been asking 
us for copies! 

"Our mayor ... convened a meet
ing recently to establish a peace group. 
At the meeting, the mayor requested 

Argentina, during Mr. Yazdani's re
cent visit to Cuba, 

The announcer later expressed the 
hope that he had correctly pronounced 
the names of the Bab, Baba'u'lIah, and 
'Abdu'l-Baba. 

Production of literature in Ro
mansch was a Seven Year Plan goal of 
the Swiss Baha'i community, three of 
whose members speak Romansch. 

Representatives of 10 prominent 
Swiss peace organizations gathered last 
November 1-2 at the Landegg Centre 
to consult on peace. 

Two hundred persons, half of whom 
were not Baha'is, attended the historic 
event, and all of the organizations ex
pressed pleasure at the spirit of unity 
they experienced. 

~I 

that someone volunteer to be chairman 
of the resulting peace group, and when 
no one stepped forward, one of the Ba
ha'is was chosen .. , 

"It is anticipated that a lot of people 
apart from peace group members are 
intending to be at the next forum, As 
you may have guessed, the Baha'i prin
ciples are getting a major airing at 
these meetings and are receiving an en
thusiastic response." 

Sri Lanka 
The board of governors of a leading 

International school in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka, recently adopted the Baha'i 
principle of "unity in diversity" as its 
new school motto. 

After canvassing the students, staff 
and parents for suggestions, the board 
finally accepted the suggestion of a Ba
ha'i pioneer on the staff that this prin
ciple was most appropriate for the 
school, whose students represent more 
than 30 nationalities . 

• 
An upsurge in teaching has taken 

place in Sri Lanka since last June when 
the National Spiritual Assembly em
barked on a new teaching plan. 

In the first three months, 386 people 
were enrolled, which was twice the 
number enrolled in the previous three
month period. Seven new local Assem
blies were formed and 91 localities 
opened to the Faith. 

The new plan calls for a permanent 
office for the National Teaching Com
mittee, which is coordinating the work 
of traveling teachers and dispatching 
more than 600 letters per month. 

Norway 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Norway sponsored an "overwhelming
ly successful" event last October 23 at 
the University Hall, Oslo, to celebrate 
the International Year of Peace. 

A full house of more than 500 heard 
the keynote address, written by Mrs. 
Coretta Scott King, widow of Dr. Mar
tin Luther King Jr., and delivered by 
their son, Dexter King. 

The event was held in the same room 
in which Dr. King received the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1964. 

i 



Zaire 
The Baha'is of the South Central 

region of Zaire, in cooperation with 
the University of Lubumbashi, spon
sored a public lecture on the peace 
statement last September 20 which 
drew a standing-room-only audience in 
the 500-seat Assembly Hall of the 
Regional Government of Shaba. 

Among those present were the gov
ernor's representative; the president of 
the Regional Assembly; municipal au
thorities; professors from the uni
versity; religious leaders; public ad
ministrators; and members of the ju
diciary, the military, the consular 
corps, international organizations. and 
local businesses. 

Speakers included the head of the 
Department of International Relations 
at Lubumbashi Univer~ity; Counsellor 
Wingi Mabuku, representing the Ha
ha'is; and Professor Yezi, a prominent 
expert in international relations who is 
well-known in city and university cir
cles as a former Catholic priest. 

After a masterly speech, which he 
opened by quoting from the Universal 
House of Justice's peace statement, 
Prof. Yezi invited questions. 

One inquirer asked whether, as a 
doctor of canonical law, and an emi
nent internationalist, the professor 
could truly conclude that all present 
systems are powerless to establish 
peace, and that only the Baha'i Faith 
has means adequate to the task. The 
questioner concluded, "Can we con
sider your talk as propagandistic?" 

Prof. Yezi replied that he had re
searched many avenues to the estab
lishment of peace and had never been 
satisfied; but on reading the peace 
statement, he felt he had found an ele
ment that was missing. That was the 
reason, he said, that he had not hesi
tated when asked by the Baha'is to par
ticipate in the lecture but had seized the 
opportunity to speak. 

Canary Islands 
The Canary Islands held a National 

Baha'i Youth Conference for three 
days last November. Thirty-five youth 
and 30 adults participated and were en
couraged by the presence of Counsellor 
Sohrab Youssefian and Auxiliary 
Board member Taheri. 

Trinidad/To bago 

.. 
Pictured are m'lny of those at
tended a Baha'{ school last July 5-Au
gust 31 at the Persto Praesto Youth 
Camp in central Trinidad. Not in the 

A Bah(n booth displaying books, 
pamphlets and posters about the Faith 
and world peace was part of a 'Family 
Fair' last May 15-21 in San Fernando, 
Trinidad, West Indies. The fair, or
ganized by the Ministry of Community 

Haiti 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

Haiti announced last October that the 
president of the National Council of 

photo are several of the 
and most of the Baha'{ children who 
attended the school. 

velopmtnt and Local Government, 
had as its (heme 'Love Peace, Enlight
enment, ' which gave the Baha'is a 
wonderful opportunity to proclaim the 
Faith and distribute copies of 'The 
Promise of World Peace. ' 

Government of the RepUblic of Haiti, 
Lt. Gen. Henry Namphy, had received 
the peace statement on September 30. 
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Peru 

A new Baha'i tutorial school was 
opened \1ay 24 in Puno, Peru. The 
opening ceremony included an addre~s 
by Prof. Gilberto Sanchez. director of 
the "lnstitulO Superior Pedagogico de 
Puno," a type of teachers' college. 

During his talk Prof. Sanchez of
fered the support of the Imtitute for 
the Baha'i school. 

The tutorial school will be held III 

two rooms donated by an indigenous 
Baha'i in Puno, Ricardo Choque. The 
rooms will seat up to 30 students. 

Desks and chairs were donated by 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Peru and the local Assembly in Puno in 
a joint effort. 

Programs to be offered include 
classes in family health, handicrafts, 
cooking, electricity and math. For the 
::me beinf:. :cachcr\ are Baha'; \olun
w:rs, but help has been o11ered abo 
from non-Baha'i institution, in Puno. 

Central African Republic 

Baha'is representing the National Spir
itual Assembly of the Central African 
Republic present the peace statement 
to the country's Minisler of Public 

Ecuador 
Last September 24, a delegation of 

three Baha'is from Quito presented a 
copy of the peace statement to Dr. 
Blasco Penaherrera Padilla, vice-pres
ident of the Republic of Ecuador. 

After reading the cover letter from 
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PiClUred is the nCH' Bahd';' tU(oriai 
school in Puna, Peru, The tH'O rooms 

Works anci Urban Planning (center). 
The country's head of stale received a 
copy of the STatement last March. 

the National Spiritual Assembly, Dr. 
Padilla spoke of his personal support 
for the work of the Baha'i community, 
especially that of Quiro, and thanked 
the delegation for the statement. 

t ; _ ... _-

\\'ere donated by Ricardo Choque, (J 

Bahd '(from Puna. 

Uganda 
As members of a Religious Task 

Force on Immunization, the Baha'i 
community of Uganda helped develop 
two booklets, under the auspices of 
UNICEF, called "Immunize and Pro
tect Your Child" and "Immunization 
for Religious Leaders in Uganda." 

The ~ational Spiritual Assembly of 
Uganda reports that the government is 
quite pleased with the involvement of 
religious groups in promoting the im
munization of children. 

An immunization center has been set 
up at the Baha'i Teaching Institute on 
the House of Worship grounds on Ki
kaaya Hill in Kampala at which an av
erage of 75 children are immunized 
every Thursday morning. 

Three groups of workers from the 
Uganda National Expanded Program 
for Immunization (UNEPI) came from 
the C. S. and Canada to help admin
ister the program. After visiting the 
Temple, they expressed appreciation 
for its lovely atmosphere and promised 
to con\'ey loving greetings from the 
Ugandan Baha'is to the Baha'is of 
Canada and the U.S. 

I 



Honduras 
More than 1,000 Hondurans attend

ed a cultural program last August 
26-28 sponsored by the local Spiritual 
Assembly of Tegucigalpa. 

During the program, the peace state
ment was introduced to some 2,OCO 
public figures. 

The program included performances 
by the University Choir, the Garifuna 
dance group, the Honduran Folklore 
dance group and the Tegucigalpa baIlet 
company, original guitar composi
tions, poetry reading, and a piano 
recital, followed by the singing of a 
"hymn of joy." Quotations from the 
peace statement were read between 
acts. 

A banner was hung over the entrance 
to the theatre in which the program 
was held, proclaiming, "Peace is not 
only possible, but inevitable." 

• 
Counsellor Farzam Arbab visited the 

Baha'is of Honduras last October after 
taking part in the National University 
of Honduras' annual "Scientific 
Week," an event that is considered to 
be the premier gathering of intellec
tuals in that country. 

From October 8-11, Dr. Arbab par
ticpated in a series of activities planned 
by the National Spiritual Assembly and 
the local Assembly of Tegucigalpa. 

In a presentation on "Development 
and Peace," Dr. Arbab spoke to about 
100 academic leaders, referring f:-~
qLOently to the peace statement. 

Eighty students preparing for higher 
academic training in the U.S. were ad
dressed by Dr. Arbab who challenged 
their concepts of life-goals and stressed 

Burkina 
Following the distribution of copi~~ 

of the peace statement to 500 official~ 
in Burkina including the head of sta,~ 
and 14 of 22 government ministers, the 
Baha'i community in that country was 
invited to help organize activities for 
the International Year of Peace. 

Last August 23, 15 Baha'is joined 15 
other groups in planting a "peace 
grove" of 300 trees on a plot about 10 
kilometers from the capital. The even, 
was described during evening radio and 
television broadcasts about activities 
related to the Year of Peace, and the 
Faith was mentioned several times. 

the importance of spiritual values. 
According to one report of the 

event, "The atmosphere was electric, 

Brazil 
In the town of Foz do Iguaco, 

Brazil, near the place where the bor
ders of Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay 
meet, a bronze and granite monument 
was erected by the Baha'is of the area 
and unveiled last September 14 on a 
lovely plot of land overlooking the 
common frontier of the three coun
tries. 

In the presence of 200 Baha'is from 
eight countries, representatives of local 
government and other distinguished 
guests, the monument was uncovered 
by Hushmand Fatheazam, a member 
of the Universal House of Justice. 

The bronze plate is inscribed with 
the symbol of the Greatest Name, the 
symbol of the United Nations Interna
tional Year of Peace, and contains the 
words, "The earth is but one country 
and mankind its citizens.-Baha'u'IIah 
(1817-1892) ... 

• 
Brazil's ongoing Amazon Project, 

ADCAM (Association for Cohesive 
Development of the Amazon), scored 
major successes last September. 

As a result of two years of hard work 
and planning, land has been obtained 
from the government for an agricul
tural school in the northwestern State 
of Amazonas, and the deed transfer
ring ownership has been signed. Two 
Baha'i pioneer families have settled in 
the area, one in Iranduba and the other 
in Manacupuru. 

Success is also reported in the oper
ation of the Linda Tanure Orphanage. 
serving more than 20 children, which 
has twice been visited by the governor 
of the State. 

• 
The first "National Peace Sympos

ium in the Nuclear Era" was held last 
September 19 in Goiana, State of 
Goias, in the heart of BraziL It was 
sponsored by the Baha'i community of 
Goiana and the Brazilian Association 
for Baha'i Studies. 

The opening address was given by 
the wife of the State's governor to an 
audience of more than 500, 80 per cent 
of whom were not Baha'is. Among 

and the students crowded around Dr. 
Arbab after the discussion, not want
ing to let him go. ,. 

those present were representatives of 
the Ministries of Culture and Educa
tion, municipal authorities, and one 
member of the Universal House of Jus
tice, Hushmand Fatheazam. 

Messages were read from President 
Sarney of Brazil, the UN Secretary
General, and various ministries of 
government. 

Due to widespread support from the 
non-Baha'i public for peace-related 
programs, most of the costs were met 
by non-Baha'i organizations. Tele
vision stations advertised the event, in 
some cases at no cost. 

Bangladesh 
The first Baha'i press conference in 

the history of Bangladesh was held last 
August 29 by the local Spiritual Assem
bly of Mymensingh. 

Twenty-four representatives of na
tional and local newspapers attended 
the conference, whose topic was the In
ternational Year of Peace. 

Besides the members of the local As
sembly, three Auxiliary Board mem
bers took part in the conference. The 
master of ceremonies began by reading 
a part of the Tablet of Tarazat having 
to do with the importance of the press. 

When questions were invited, one of 
the editors, speaking on behalf of the 
others, said, "We have nothing to say 
except to appreciate the Baha'i Faith, 
anq these goals are our hearts' wish
es ... please say what kind of heip we 
can offer.·· 

By September 3, news of the con
ference, based on <;ummaries of the 
<;peeches given and copies of the peace 
statement that were handed out, had 
appeared in three local newspapers 
with a photograph of the meeting. 

Madagascar 
The peace statement has been trans

lated into the Malgache language of 
Madagascar. Some 10,000 copies will 
soon be printed and a distribution cam
paign begun in all areas of the country. 
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"Are you happy?" He would ask. What wouldn't we give to have been one of the thousands 
of Americans to meet and hear 'Abdu'I·Baha during His historic visit to North America 75 
years ago so we could answer, "Yes!" Instead, we have been given the bounty of serving 
the Cause in the closing years of the 20th century, a century that He said would illumine 
the whole earth, a century In which humanity would at long last see the first glimmerings 
of the Dawn of the Most Great Peace. Seventy-five years ago, when 'Abdu'I-Baha arrived 
aboard the steamship Cedric, the American Baha', community was small and disorga
nized. Pockets of believers met here and there to pray and meditate, and knew somehow 
that they had learned of a great new Messenger of God, but few of them could even so 
much as outline the history, teachings or principles of their new· found Faith. Then came 
'Abdu'I·Baha, and for the Baha'is of America, in the words of Howard Colby Ives, "life has 
never been quite the same since." 

We take pleasure in devoting this Issue of Baha'; News to the 75th anniversary of 'Ab
du'I·Baha's visit to the U.S. and Canada, and during the next nine months we'll be follow
ing His remarkable journey of three-quarters of a century ago across the continent. We 
also intend to share with you news of the celebrations marking this anniversary, not only 
In the cities visited by the Master but also In the many other cities, towns, villages and 
hamlets where the Baha'is of today live and teach. 

We'd also like to share an excerpt from a Tablet written by 'Abdu"-Baha about the mag· 
azine Star of the West, the spiritual forebear of today's Baha'; News, World Order mag
azine, and The American Baha';: 

"0 thou Star of the West! Be thou happy! Be thou happy! Shouldsf thou continue to re
main firm and eternal, ere long thou shalt become the Star of the East and shalt spread In 
every country and clime. Thou art the first paper of the Baha/s which Is organized In the 
country of America. Although for the present thy subscribers are limited, thy form Is small 
and thy voice weak, yet shouldst thou stand unshakable, become the object of the atten
tion of the friends and the center of the generosity of the leaders of the faith who are firm 
in the Covenant, in the future thy subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto 
waves of the sea; thy volume will increase, thy arena will become vast and spacious and 
thy voice and fame will be raised and become world-wide-and at last thou shalt become 
the first paper of the world of humanity. Yet all these depend upon firmness, firmness, 
firmness!" 

Your support and interest can help Baha'; News live up to those lofty ideals, for today it 
is indeed read and shared in "every country and clime." Please share this issue with the 
friends. show it at the Nineteen Day Feast, and use the enclosed subscription forms. Ba· 
ha'; News is not a secret; you may use It in your teaching and deepening, and, while they 
last, extra copies of this issue can be ordered for only $2 each. We are always excited and 
happy to receive articles and photographs of events In your community, as the purpose of 
Baha'i News is to share the victories and progress of the Cause of God in this Day with the 
entire Baha', worid community. 

Happy reading! 



'Abdu'l-Baha in America 

'His face was light itself' 

"His face was light itself," wrote Wendell Phillips 
Dodge, a reporter for the New York City News Association. 
Mr. Dodge and other reporters had gone to the steamship 
Cedric to interview the "Wise Man Out of the East" as the 
ship carrying Him to America passed the Statue of Liberty, 
steamed up the North River and docked in the future City of 
the Covenant. 

In his account of their meeting, Mr. Dodge left with us a 
vivid word-picture of the 67-year-old 'Abdu'I-BaM: "He is 
strongly and solidly built, and weighs probably 165 pounds. 
As he paced the deck, talking with the reporters, he ap
peared alert and active in every movement, his head thrown 
back and splendidly poised upon his broad, square shoul
ders, most of the time. A profusion of iron grey hair burst
ing out at the sides of the turban and hanging long upon the 
neck; a large, massive head, full-domed and remarkably 
wide across the forehead and temples, the forehead rising 
like a great palisade above the eyes, which were very wide 
apart, their orbits large and deep, looking out from under 
massive overhanging brows; strong Roman nose, generous 
ears, decisive yet kindly mouth and chin; a creamy white 
complexion, beard same color as his hair, worn full over the 
face and carefully trimmed at almost full length-this com
pletes an insufficient word picture of this 'Wise Man Out of 
the East.' " (Star of the West, Vol. 3, No.3, April 28, 1912) 
1912} 

The reporters asked Him questions about newspapers, 
liberty, women's suffrage, and at last, "What is a Baha'i?" 
"To be a Baha'i," 'Abdu'l-Baha replied, "simply means to 
love all the world, to love humanity and try to serve it; to 
work for universal peace and the universal brotherhood." 
He then gazed in wonder at the "rugged skyline of the lower 
city formed by the downtown skyscrapers" and remarked, 
pointing at the towering structures, "These are the minarets 
of Western World commerce and industry, and seem to 
stretch these things heavenward in an endeavor to bring 
about this universal peace for which we are all working, for 
the good of the nations and mankind in general." 'Abdu'l
Baha, the Servant of God, the Most Great Branch, the Ex
emplar and Interpreter of His Father's teachings, had ar
rived in America. 

In God Passes By, Shoghi Effendi writes: "It was re
served, however, for the North American continent to wit
ness the most astonishing manifestation of the boundless 
vitality 'Abdu'l-Baha exhibited in the course of these jour
neys. The remarkable progress achieved by the organized 
community of His followers in the United States and Can
ada, the marked receptivity of the American public to His 

message, as well as His consciousness of the high destiny 
awaiting the people of that continent, fully warranted the 
expenditure of time and energy which He devoted to this 
most important phase of His travels." 

It was a journey of more than 5,000 miles, from April to 
December, and carried Him from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
coast and back. In New York alone He delivered public ad
dresses in, or made formal visits to, no less than 55 different 
places. He spoke, says the Guardian, to "Peace societies, 
Christian and Jewish congregations, colleges and univer
sities, welfare and charitable organizations, members of 
ethical cults, New Thought centers, metaphysical groups, 
women's clubs, scientific associations, gatherings of Es
perantists, Theosophists, Mormons and agnostics, institu
tions for the advancement of colored people, representa
tives of the Syrian, the Armenian, the Greek, the Chinese, 
and Japanese communities." Of all His talks, interviews 
and meetings in America, Shoghi Effendi lists seven acts 
that "fully demonstrated the importance He attached to 
that visit." These seven most important events were: the 
laying, with His own hands, of the dedication stone of the 
House of Worship in Wilmette, Illinois; the reading of the 
Tablet of the Branch to an assemblage of His followers in 
New York; His pilgrimage to the grave of Thornton Chase, 
the first American Baha'i; the Unity Feast that He hosted in 
West Englewood, New Jersey; His participation in an Open 
Forum at Green Acre in Eliot, Maine; His address to the last 
session of the newly founded Bahai Temple Unity in Chi
cago; and last but not least, His uniting in wedlock two 
members of the black and white races, Louis Gregory and 
Louisa Mathews. These acts, writes the Guardian, "must 
rank among the outstanding functions associated with His 
visit to the community of the American believers, functions 
designed to pave the way for the erection of their central 
House of Worship, to fortify them against the tests they 
were soon to endure, to cement their unity, and to bless the 
beginnings of that Administrative Order which they were 
soon to initiate and champion." 

In the following pages, and in future issues of Bahd'f 
News during this 75th anniversary year of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
visit to North America, we hope recreate in some small 
measure the excitement of those times and to provide you 
with an insight into the history and significance of these 
seven most important acts. 
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'Abdu'l-Baha in America 

'The Temple is already built' 

Within days of the close of the 1909 
convention (of Bahai Temple Unity) a 
committee of the Executive Board
consisting of Albert Hall, Bernard Ja
cobsen, and Mountfort Mills-began 
working on the purchase of the 12 lots 
for which Corinne True held option.' 
On 17 May the Baha'is purchased that 
land from Silas Crandall for a reported 
$32,500. The Chicago Examiner, mix
ing fact and fiction, reported that 

While none of those interested in 
the movement can give any definite 
date, it is believed work will be 
started within the next two months. 

The work is to be accompanied by 
unique ceremonies. Many members 
of the local cult, it is said, will give 
up their homes and live on the sacred 
grounds while the work is going on. 
With their own hands they will con
struct the temple, men and women 
alike carrying brick and mortar . . . 

The temple will be built to symbo
lize the new man-the perfected 
man-to justify the perfected world. 
It will have nine outer walls and nine 
fountains, each fountain represent
ing a world religion and a world 
Messiah, all meeting and unifying 
through the latter day revelation of 
truth made through triune manifes
tations of God through the three 
great Bahai messengers. The temple 
will be erected on a triangular plot 
and will represent the trinity of 
teachers· who brought to the world 

This article about the laying in 1912 
of the dedication stone for the Baha'{ 
House of Worship in Wilmette, Il
linois, is reprinted from Bruce W. 
Whitmore. The Dawning Place: The 
Building of a Temple, the Forging of 
the North American Baha'i communi
ty, pp. 53-65. copyright CI 1984 by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Ba
hd'(s of the United States. 
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the gospel of Bahaism.2 

Since 'Abdu'I-Baha had already in
dicated that the gardens should be cir
cular, the Executive Board was not 
pleased with the triangular shape. In an 
effort to make the plot more circular 
the Executive Board convinced the vil
lage of Wilmette to eliminate roadways 
running through the property. The 
board also negotiated with the Sanitary 
District Board of Chicago, which was 
building a canal along the western 
boundary, in order to straighten out 
that boundary. 3 But a misunderstand
ing between the Executive Board and 
the Sanitary Board almost caused the 
negotiations to fail. When the Sanitary 
Board did not hear from the Executive 
Board-because the Executive Board 
was waiting to hear from the Sanitary 
Board-the Sanitary Board assumed 
that the Baha'is were no longer in
terested in site modifications, and 
workers were ordered to begin con
struction of the canal. On the day the 
digging was to start, a fierce storm 
broke out that prevented work on the 
canal for four days. Communications 
were reestablished during that time, 
and the land transactions were com
pleted. By April 1910 Honore Jaxon, 
negotiator for the Executive Board, 
reported, "As the matter is now agreed 
upon, by all the parties in interest, our 
holdings are so consolidated that on 
our own land we can draw a circle of 
nearly five hundred feet dia
meter .... " 4 

Payment for the land seemed for
midable at first. Although the Chicago 
House of Spirituality had given a Tem
ple Fund of $3,666.44 to the Bahai 

*The Baha'i Faith has only one founder, 
Baha'u 'Uab. The Chicago Examiner may be 
referring to 'Abdu'l-Baha and to the Bab, 
Prophet-Forerunner of Baha'u'llab, as the 
two other teachers. 

Temple Unity, along with the title to 
the two lots, the amount in the fund 
was far short of what was needed, for 
the contract on the land required the 
payment of $5,000 every six months, 
plus interest. Corinne True, as the new 
financial secretary of the Executive 
Board, wrote to Helen Goodall that 
"every effort will need to be made to 
meet" the payments and that "all must 
unite in sacrificing." The initial re
sponse of the Baha'is was heart
warming: "The Contributions to the 
Fund came in so fast," Mrs. True re
called, "that I was rushed to death re
ceipting for them." ~ 

During the first year of the Bahai 
Temple Unity, several methods for col
lecting money were devised, including 
a Widow's Quilt Fund, the use of 3,500 
"blessing boxes," and the private sale 
of Baha'i hymn books. Children in Ba
ha'i Sunday school groups nationwide 
sent in their offerings-sometimes only 
a few pennies, but often several dol
lars. In Washington, D.C., a variety of 
programs were begun, including one in 
which Baha'is performed odd jobs for 
other Baha'is and then contributed 
their wages. One woman from Green
wich, Connecticut, convinced that the 
Temple would be completed with un
usual swiftness, sent her donation of 
$ 19 and wrote, "I hope that I am not 
too late!" By the end of the year, con
tributions had been received from 61 
cities in 22 states. Although the 
amount received from North America 
(Canada, Mexico, the Hawaiian Is
lands, and the United States) and Eu
rope (England, France, and Germany) 
totaled $7,638.66, this sum was nearly 
equaled by gifts totaling $7,092.85 
from Baha'is in India, Turkey, Syria, 
Palestine, Russia, Egypt, and Persia.6 

These contributions from the East 
were encouraged by 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
Who bade the Oriental Baba'is to 



'Abdu'I-8aM addresses a group of 
believers from the Chicago area in a se-

"strive to gather these funds to be sent 
to the Occident that it may become 
known and evident throughout the uni
verse that the Baha'is of the East and 
West are as members of one household 
and the children of the one Lord." In 
reference to the particularly large con
tributions from Persia, He wrote: 

"From the inception of the world 
until now there has been no uniting 
bond between Persia and Amer
ica. . . .Now consider what a joy 
and bliss have united these two re
gions in the shortest space of 
time! ... 

"The beloved in the East are striv
ing with heart and soul to contribute 
to the best of their ability, although 
the internal conditions of Persia 
have, during the last few years, been 
exceedingly disturbed. . . . There has 
been no agriculture, no trade and no 
commerce; nay, rather, in all the 
provinces there have been political 
disputes and quarrels .... Thus, 
they have been wholly occupied with 
their own affairs. Notwithstanding 
this, they have striven to contribute 
to the Mashrak-el-Azkar in Chicago 
according to their best ability, and 
they will never be found wanting! If 

eluded grove of trees in Lincoln Park 
during His six-day visit to Chicago that 

Persia should obtain order, the be
loved there will make a worthy con
tribution." 7 

Referring to the contributions from 
the East, Corinne True wrote to Helen 
Goodall, "My soul is thrilled and 
thrilled (and) I see the marvellous work 
of Union of the whole world being 
done by the Mashrak-el-Azkar." 8 

During October 1909, when Louise 
Waite, an early Baha'i from Chicago, 
visited 'Abdu'I-Baha in Akka, He said 
to her, "You must tell the believers in 
the West that they must work equally 
hard, with great love and zeal, to show 
the East their appreciation." Mrs. 
Waite described to 'Abdu'l-Baha the 
many sacrifices being made for the 
project allover America. When He 
heard about the work of the children, 
she recalled, "All would have felt a 
thousand times repaid could they have 
seen His face so illumined with love 
and real joy. 'Very good! very good!' 
He said over and over." 9 

Another visitor to Akka in 1909, Isa
bella Brittingham from New York, 
asked 'Abdu'I-Baha if He would visit 
America. After 40 years of imprison
ment in Akka, 'Abdu'l-Baha regained 
His liberty in 1909 as a result of the 

began on April 30, 1912. 

Young Turks revolt. Now that He was 
no longer a prisoner, the Baha'is in 
America hop6d that He would visit 
them. Corinne True recorded that con
versation later, writing, " 'He laughed 
very joyously ... emphasizing the 
first word "lfthey build the Mashrakel 
Azkar." , " When Mrs. Brittingham 
asked Him again, "'His face grew 
very serious and a great majesty came 
upon it. After a second or two He con
tinued "If the ground in America is 
well prepared so that much work can 
be done for the Cause. . .. The build
ing of the Mashrakel Azkar will pre
pare that ground." , " 10 

Many requests were sent in the fol
lowing months, to which 'Abdu'I-Baha 
replied: 

If ye are yearning for my meeting, 
and if in reality ye are seeking my 
visit, ye must close the doors of dif
ference and open the gates of affec
tion, love and friendship. Ye must 
pulsate as one heart, and throb as 
one spirit .... 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, were 
it not for this difference amongst 
you, the inhabitants of America in 
all those regions would have, by 
now, been attracted to the Kingdom 
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'Abdu'I-BaM during a quiet moment 
in Chicago's Lincoln Park. 

of God, and would have constituted 
themselves your helpers and assis
ters. Is it meet that you sacrifice this 
most glorious bounty for worthless 
imaginations? No, by GodJ Should 
you reflect for one moment, you 
shall become enabled to destroy in
stantly the foundation of this dif
ference by absolutely refraining 
from backbiting and faultfinding 
amongst yourselves. Adorn with in
finite love and concord the assem
blage of beatitude, bring about the 
meeting of happiness, establish the 
banquet of the oneness of the realm 
of humanity, loosen your tongues in 
praising each other, and then antici
pate the presence of 'Abdu'I-Baha in 
your midst. 1I 

In August 1910 'Abdu'I-Baha left 
the Holy Land and traveled to Egypt, 
where He remained for nearly a year. 
From Egypt He sailed for Europe, a 
trip that greatly raised the expectations 
of the Baha'is in America that He 

4 April 1987/Bahil'i News 

would journey to their shores. Their 
hopes, however, were soon extinguish
ed. Writing to them again, He said, 
"With great love you have asked for 
the presence of 'Abdu'I-Baha in Amer
ica, I also greatly wish to go to the 
friends and see their interesting faces. 
But during this journey I have no time. 
I must go back to the East, this is ac
cording to wisdom. Therefore with 
great regret and sorrow at separation I 
am obliged to return. If it pleases God 
next year I will take a journey towards 
the West so that I may engage myself in 
seeing the faces of the friends, in pro
claiming the Word of God and in 
spreading the Divine Fragrance and the 
calling of the Kingdom of God in the 
great meetings and assemblies." 12 

After hearing 'Abdu'I-Baha's letter, 
Corinne True wrote to HeJen GoodaU, 
"At first my heart went down to my 
boots but in a moment a great strength 
came to me and I saw it was of His 
Great Mercy to us. We have slumbered 
over the Mashrakel Azkar work and 
now we can make atonement if we wiU, 
and get the land paid for and prepare 
the building." In an earlier Jetter she 
had written, "I feel like mounting the 
housetops ... (and) shouting to the 
people to Arise for the Temple-be
cause if you do this Abdul Baba will 
bless the Land of America with His 
Holy Presence." 13 Many Baha'is did 
increase their efforts. The Executive 
Board succeeded in retiring $24,500 of 
the mortgage on the land, which left 
only $10,000 stiU to pay. Eventually, 
the momentous news arrived, and the 
Baha'is rejoiced: 'Abdu'l-Baha was 
coming to America. 

He arrived in New York aboard the 
S.S. Cedric on 11 April 1912 and spent 
the next two-and-one-half weeks in 
New York and Washington, D.C. The 
purpose of His visit was "to set forth 
in America the fundamental principles 
of the reveJation and teachings of 
Baha'u'Ucih." 14 While in New York 
and Washington He gave addresses 
daily in the homes of various Baha'is 
and at several churches and educa
tional institutions, including Columbia 
and Howard universities. Late in the 
afternoon of 28 April He departed for 
Chicago. 

The fourth Bahai TempJe Unity con
vention opened the following morning 
in the Corinthian Hall of Chicago's 
Masonic Temple. The most stirring as-

peet of the gathering was the an
nouncement on the third line of the 
printed program: "Guest of honor Ab
dul Baha Abbas." The delegates ex
pected 'Abdu'I-Baha to arrive in Chi
cago early on the 29th and "passed an 
anxious morning and afternoon meet
ing inward-bound trains .... " The 
second page of the Chicago Daily 
News' evening edition reported: 
"Bahaist Chief Missing: Abdul Baba, 
Head of Cult, Disappears on His Way 
to Convention in Chicago: Puzzles His 
Followers." The train reached Chicago 
that night. "The moment the friends 
saw the Beloved," Miza Mabmud-i
Zarqan{ recorded, "they cried out 
'Allah-O-Abha' and 'Ya Abdul Baha,' 
and the whole station resounded with 
their voices." I' 

On the following morning, 30 April, 
the delegates learned that the Executive 
Board had purchased 292 feet of lake 
frontage on the east side of Sheridan 
Road, which thereby allowed for an 
unobstructed view of the lake. 16 Cor
inne True reported that contributions 
had been received during the past year 
from Baha'is in 88 cities located in 27 
states, and from Baha'is in Canada, 
England, Egypt, France, Germany, 
Hawaii, Italy, Persia, and South 
Africa. 

That same day several Chicago Ba
ha'is and newspaper reporters crowded 
into 'Abdu'I-Baha's suite at the Plaza 
Hotel. After an interview 'Abdu'l
Baha, accompanied by Dr. Zia Bag
dadi, traveled north to Corinne True's 
Kenmore Avenue home to visit Davis, 
her critically ill son.17 The young man, 
a star athlete at the University of Mich
igan, had injured his knee during a 
pole vaulting competition shortly after 
his father, Moses True, had died of a 
heart attack in December 1909. For 
several months the knee bothered 
Davis, and, at the invitation of one of 
his classmates, he decided to spend the 
summer at a lumber camp in Oregon, 
where he hoped his knee would have a 
chance to heal. Rather than live at the 
camp's main house with the rest of his 
friend's family, the two boys decided 
to stay in one of the workers' cabins. 
Several weeks later they learned that 
one of the former occupants of the 
cabin had since contracted tuberculosis 
and died. By the time Davis returned to 
school he was not feeling well, and in 
November his doctor determined that 



he, too, had the disease. The doctors 
felt that the attack was mild and sent 
him east to a sanatorium. Nevertheless, 
his condition deteriorated. In April 
1911 Corinne True took him to a sana
torium in Denver, Colorado, where the 
doctors hoped that he would benefit 
from the climate. As the summer 
months passed, Davis seemed to im
prove, but by the end of the year his 
condition again worsened. In March 
1912 the doctors determined that he 
had only a few weeks to live. He re
turned home from the sanatorium 
shortly before 'Abdu'l-Baha arrived in 
Chicago. 

After visiting Davis, 'Abdu'l-Baha 
came downstairs and told Corinne 
True that her son was a wonderful 
young man and that He found him 
much better than expected. She was 
overjoyed and confident that 'Abdu'l
Baha's presence would cause Davis to 
recover. Hence she joyously accepted 
'Abdu'l-Baha's invitation to accom
pany Him to the lectures He was 
scheduled to give that afternoon. 
Shortly after they left, Davis died. His 
final words were that he was happy 
'Abdu'l-Baha was present to comfort 
his mother. Only later did Mrs. True 
realize that 'Abdu'l-Baha had been 
referring to Davis' spiritual rather than 
physical condition. 

'Abdu'l-Baha and Corinne True had 
driven to Hull House, the civic center 
founded by scholar and philanthropist 
Jane Addams in 1889 to provide "the 
ignorant, inarticulate immigrant tene
ment-dwellers of Chicago's congested 
slum areas" with "a center for a higher 
civic and social life. " 18 After' Abdu '1-
Baha was introduced, He urged the 
several hundred people there to pro
mote unity among the races: 

In the human kingdom itself there 
are points of contact, properties 
common to all mankind; likewise, 
there are points of distinction which 
separate race from race, individual 
from individual. If the points of con
tact, which are the common prop
erties of humanity, overcome the pe
culiar points of distinction, unity is 
assured. On the other hand, if the 
points of differentiation overcome 
the points of agreement, disunion 
and weakness result. One of the im
portant questions which affect the 
unity and the solidarity of mankind 
is the fellowship and equality of the 

white and colored races. Between 
these two races certain points of 
agreement and points of distinction 
exist which warrant just and mutual 
consideration ... .In fact numerous 
points of partnership and agreement 
exist between the two races; whereas 
the one point of distinction is that of 
color. Shall this, the least of all dis
tinctions, be allowed to separate you 
as races and individuals? In physical 
bodies, in the law of growth, in the 
sense endowment, intelligence, pat
riotism, language, citizenship, civili
zation and religion you are one and 
the same. A single point of distinc
tion exists-that of racial color. God 
is not pleased with-neither should 
any reasonable or intelligent man be 
willing to recognize-inequality in 
the races because of this distinc
tion. 19 

Following the talk He spoke on the 
same subject to the Fourth Annual 
Convention of the National Associa
tion for the Advancement of Colored 
People at Handel Hall in downtown 
Chicago. 

More than one thousand persons 
gathered that night to hear 'Abdu'l
Baba speak at the closing public ses
sion of the Bahai Temple Unity con
vention in the Masonic Temple's Drill 
Hall. After a choir had sung several 

'Abdu'/-Bahd visits the Lincoln Park 
Zoo with a group of friends from the 

-
selections, and Albert Hall, Mountfort 
Mills, and Lua Getsinger had given 
talks, 'Abdu'I-Baba was introduced. 
"At once, the vast concourse, as one 
person, arose," Joseph Hannen re
called, "and in a breathless silence the 
one awaited by many there for years, 
entered and proceeded to the plat
form. ,,20 The theme of 'Abdu'l
Baba's talk was the building of Amer
ica's Temple: 

Among the institutes of the Holy 
Books is that of the foundation of 
places of worship. That is to say, an 
edifice or temple is to be built in 
order that humanity might find a 
place of meeting, and this is to be 
conducive to unity and fellowship 
among them. The real temple is the 
very Word of God; for to it all hu
manity must turn, and it is the center 
of unity for all mankind. It is the 
collective center, the cause of accord 
and communion of hearts, the sign 
of the solidarity of the human race, 
the source of eternal life. Temples 
are the symbols of the divine uniting 
force so that when the people gather 
there in the House of God they may 
recall the fact that the law has been 
revealed for them and that the law is 
to unite them. They will realize that 
just as this temple was founded for 
the unification of mankind, the law 

Chicago area. 
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preceding and creating it came forth 
in the manifest Word. Jesus Christ, 
addressing Peter, said, "Thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church." This utterance was in
dicative of the faith of Peter, signify
ing: This faith of thine, 0 Peter, is 
the very cause and message of unity 
to the nations; it shall be the bond of 
union between the hearts of men and 
the foundation of the oneness of the 
world of humanity. In brief, the 
original purpose of temples and 
houses of worship is simply that of 
unity-places of meeting where vari
ous peoples, different races and 
souls of every capacity may come to
gether in order that love and agree
ment should be manifest between 
them. That is why Baha'u'Uah has 
commanded that a place of worship 
be built for all the religionists of the 
world; that all religions, races and 
sects may come together within its 
universal shelter; that the proclama
tion of the oneness of mankind shall 
go forth from its open courts of holi
ness-the announcement that hu
manity is the servant of God and 
that all are submerged in the ocean 
of His mercy .... 21 

At the conclusion of the talk the au
dience sang Louise Waite's "Temple 
Song. " Before returning to the Plaza 
Hotel, 'Abdu'l-Baha presented 2,000 
francs as a personal gift to the Temple 
Fund.ll 

The following day, 1 May, dawned 
chilly and overcast. Amid the trees at 
Grosse Point stood a large tent, erected 
for the dedication by 'Abdu'l-Baha of 
the Temple site. The day was coinci
dentally the 19th anniversary of the 
dedication ceremony for the World's 
Columbian Exposition. Nearly 400 Ba
ha'is traveled to Wilmette via automo
bile or the Northwestern Elevated Rail
road and gathered at the corner of Lin
den Avenue and Sheridan Road. 
Standing along a wide pathway leading 
toward the tent, they patiently awaited 
'Abdu'l-Baba's arrival at 11 a.m.2l 

One of those unable to be present 
was Thornton Chase. Two and one
half years earlier his company bad 
transferred him to Los Angeles in an 
attempt to redirect his ever-expanding 
concentration upon the affairs of the 
Faith and his concurrent decrease of 
attention to company duties. Yet the 
company failed to alter his allegiance. 
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His duties as a supervisor required that 
he make frequent business trips, us
ually to western coastal cities and 
sometimes as far north as Canada. At 
every stop he spoke about Baba'u'lhih; 
during one trip he conducted 13 public 
meetings in 14 evenings. When in Los 
Angeles he held meetings each Sunday 
afternoon in a hall he rented for $4. Al
though he no longer lived in Chicago, 
he never ceased to consider himself a 
member of the Chicago House of Spir
ituality, and he continued to corres
pond frequently with members of that 
institution. It is ironic that Thornton 
Chase, the first American Baha'i and a 
devoted teacher and leader of the nas
cent American Baha'i community, 
never lived to see 'Abdu'l-Baha during 
His trip through America; for Mr. 
Chase died on 30 September 1912, less 
than 24 hours before 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
train would cross into California sev
eral months after the dedication in Wil
mette. When visiting his gravesite a few 
weeks after his death, 'Abdu'l-Baha 
said, as reported by Mirza Ahmad Soh
rab: 

"Mr. Chase was of the blessed souls. 
The best time of his life was spent in 
the path of God. He had no other 
aim except the good pleasure of the 
Lord and no other desire except the 
attainment to the Kingdom of 
God .... He summoned the people 
to the religion of God; he suffered 
them to enter into the Kingdom of 
God; he wrote books and epis
tles .... In reality he has left behind 
him certain signs which will never be 
forgotten throughout the ages and 
cycles .... The traces of this person
age will ever shine. This is a person
age who will not be forgotten. For 
the present his worth is not known 
but in the future it will be inesti
mably dear. . . ." 24 

With the dedication of the Temple 
site imminent, Thornton Chase's nine
year-long effort was beginning to bear 
its hard-won fruit. But the Baha'is be
gan to wonder if the dedication was go
ing to take place at all when 'Abdu'l
Baha did not arrive at the appointed 
time. He did not come down from His 
room at the Plaza Hotel until 10:30 
a.m., the time already uncomfortably 
close to the scheduled beginning of the 
ceremony at 11. Because several Ba
ha'is and other people were waiting to 
see Him in the lobby, He spoke at 

length before departing. "Mounted in 
a modern taxicab," He arrived at the 
dedication site a few minutes before 1 
p.m. "after mystifying his followers by 
unexpected delay," reported the Chi
cago Daily News. "He had been count
ed on to arrive two hours before and 
was 'lost' between the Plaza hotel and 
this village." Z5 

The Baha'is were even more mysti
fied when the taxicab stopped in the 
center of the road, where one of the 
Persians accompanying 'Abdu'l-Baha 
called for Corinne True. Despite her 
grief over Davis' death, she had felt 
duty-bound to be present at the dedica
tion. She stepped forward and was di
rected to enter the car. The driver then 
continued north on Sheridan Road and 
stopped at the bridge over the canal. 
One account of this event stated that 
'Abdu'I-BaM wanted to see the new 
bridge and canal locks at the end of 
Wilmette Harbor. Another indicated 
He wanted to inspect the boundaries of 
the property. It is more likely that the 
loving and compassionate 'Abdu'l
Baba wanted a few minutes to comfort 
His bereaved daughter. 

The trees made it difficult to see 
where the taxicab had gone. Neverthe
less, some of the children spotted 'Ab
du'l-Baha and Corinne True on the 
other side of the property and went 
running toward them. Surrounded by 
this happy group of youngsters, all of 
whom He lovingly patted, 'Abdu'l
Baha walked toward the northern side 
of the tent. 

Nearly 300 people took seats inside 
• 'in three concentric circles, with a 
broad open space in the center across 
which the friends could read the love in 
each other's eyes .... " Around the 
outside of the seating area stood many 
more people who could not be accom
modated. A committee had been form
ed to plan a program for the dedica
tion, but it soon realized that 'Abdu'l
Baba "needed no guidance other than 
that of the Holy Spirit." 26 After walk
ing down one of the nine aisles, 'Ab
du'l-Baha stood in the center of the 
tent and began His address: 

The power which has gathered you 
here today notwithstanding the cold 
and windy weather is, indeed, 
mighty and wonderful. It is the 
power of God, the divine favor of 
Baha'u'llah which has drawn you 
together. We praise God that 



May 1, 1912: 'Abdu'I-Bahd addresses 
the Baha'is who have assembled be-

through His constraining love hu
man souls are assembled and asso
ciated in this way. 

Thousands of Mashriqu'l-Adh
kars, dawning points of praise and 
mention of God for all religionists 
will be built in the East and in the 
West, but this, being the first one 
erected in the Occident, has great im
portance. In the future there will be 
many here and elsewhere-in Asia, 
Europe, even in Africa, New Zea
land and Australia-but this edifice 
in Chicago is of especial signifi
cance. It has the same importance as 
the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar in Ishqabad 
(Ashkhabad), Caucasus, Russia, the 
first one built there. In Persia there 
are many; some are houses which 
have been utilized for the purpose, 
others are homes entirely devoted to 
the divine Cause, and in some places 
temporary structures have been 
erected. In all the cities of Persia 
there are Mashriqu'l-Adhkars, but 
the greatest dawning point was 
founded in ishqabad. It possesses 
superlative importance because it 

neath a large tent in Wilmette, Illinois, 
to witness the historic dedication of the 

was the first Mashriqu'l-AdhUr 
built. All the Baha'i friends agreed 
and contributed their utmost assis
tance and effort .... From such a 
mighty and combined effort a beau
tiful edifice arose. Notwithstanding 
their contributions to that building, 
they have assisted the fund here in 
Chicago as well. The Mashriqu'l
Adhkar in ishqabad is almost com
pleted. It is centrally located, nine 
avenues leading into it, nine gardens, 
nine fountains; all the arrangement 
and construction is according to the 
principle and proportion of the num
ber nine. It is like a beautiful bou
quet. Imagine a very lofty, imposing 
edifice surrounded completely by 
gardens of variegated flowers, with 
nine avenues leading through them, 
nine fountains and pools of water. 
Such is its matchless, beautiful de
sign. Now they are building a hospi
tal, a school for orphans, a home for 
cripples, a hospice and a large dis
pensary. God willing, when it is fully 
completed, it will be a paradise. 

I hope that the Mashriqu'l-Adh-

cornerstone for the Mother Temple of 
the West. 

kar in Chicago will be like this. En
deavor to have the grounds circular 
in shape. If possible, adjust and ex
change the plots in order to make the 
dimensions and boundaries circular. 
The Mashriqu'l-Adhkar cannot be 
triangular in shape. It must be in the 
form of a circle.27 

After the talk 'Abdu'l-Baha, fol
lowed by His audience, left the tent 
and requested that Nettie Tobin's stone 
be brought to Him. The stone had been 
lying several feet northwest of the tent 
and had probably been pointed out to 
Him by Corinne True earlier. He walk- . 
ed back and forth on the property and, 
after asking where the center of the 
land would be, turned to someone who 
showed Him the approximate point. 

As the stone was being carried to 
where 'Abdu'l-Baha stood ... lrene 
Holmes of New York stepped forward 
and handed Him a leather case. Inside 
was a golden trowel she had hoped 
would be used for laying a cornerstone 
within the foundation of the building. 
'Abdu'l-Baha tried to use the trowel to 
dig a resting place for the dedication 
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stone, but it was too dull to cut 
through the spring grass. He placed the 
trowel in its case and asked for more 
practical tools. When it was discovered 
that plans had not been made to have 
such tools available, one of the young 
men ran to a nearby house to borrow 
an ax. "Like an athlete," 'Abdu'l
Baha took it and "swung it high in the 
air." "After several blows, .. wrote 
Louise Waite, He "cut through the re
sisting turf and reached the earth be
Jow." 21 The scene inspired the Baha'is 
to sing-ftrst the "Benediction" and 
then "Tell the Wondrous Story," both 
written by Mrs. Waite. 

In the meantime another young 
man, Herbert Anderson of Chicago, 
had run west on Linden A venue in 
search of a shovel. He found a work 
crew on the Northwestern Elevated 
tracks about four blocks south of Lin
den A venue, near Isabella Street, and 
convinced them to loan him one of 
their shovels, which he whisked back to 
the ceremony. As the shovel was hand
ed to 'Abdu'l-Baha, Corinne True re
portedly stepped forward and encour
aged Him to let a woman participate in 
the ceremony.29 Turning to Lua Get
singer, He bade her to come forward 
despite her resistance. It was not until 
He called her a second time that she re
sponded, grasped the shovel, and turn
ed the first earth. Following her was 
Corinne True, after which, one by one, 
individuals of many races and natio
nalities-Persian, Syrian, Egyptian, 
Indian, North American Indian, Japa
nese, South African, English, French, 
German, Dutch, Norwegian, Swedish, 
Danish, Jewish-were called forward 
to participate in the digging. 

Now that a rather large hole had 
been dug, 'Abdu'l-Baba reached down 
and scooped up handfuls of dirt, which 
He shared with several individuals. 
Then He "consigned the stone to its ex
cavation, on behalf of all the people of 
the world." After retrieving the golden 
trowel, He pushed the earth back 
around the stone and declared, "The 
Temple is already built." 30 
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'Abdu'l-Baha in America 

The 25th anniversary observance 

"It was a long, long trip. The more 
we traveled, the greater seemed the ex
panse of the sea. The weather was bril
liant and fine throughout; there was no 
storm and no end to the sea." 

At last the American Baha'is were 
hearing 'Abdu'l-Baha's voice, seeing 
Him there before them. It was the af
ternoon of April 11, 1912; they had 
met His ship in the morning, and now 
they gathered to welcome Him at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Kin
ney, 780 West End Avenue, in New 
York. They had thronged the rooms, 
so that many had to stand; and He had 
begun to address them: 

"How are you? Welcome! Wel
come! 

"After arriving today, although 
weary with travel, I had the utmost 
longing and yearning to see you and 
could not resist this meeting. Now that 
I have met you all My weariness has 
vanished, for your meeting is the cause 
of spiritual happiness. 

"I was in Egypt and was not feeling 
well; but I wished to come to you in 
America. My friends said: 'This is a 
long journey; the sea is wide; you 
should remain here.' But the more they 
advised and insisted, the greater was 
my longing to take this trip, and now I 
have come to America to meet the 
friends of God. This long voyage will 
prove how great is my love for you. 

This article, "Commemoration oj 
the 25th Anniversary oj 'Abdu'/
BaM's Visit to America," was written 
by Mard{yyih Nab,1 Carpenter (Mar
zieh Gail) and is reprinted jrom The 
Baha'i World, Vol. VII (1936-38), pp. 
2/3-22/. In it she reports on the gather
ing held in 1937 at the Baha'{ House oj 
Worship in Wilmette, Illinois, to com
memorate the Master's visit to the Chi
cago area and His laying oj the dedica
tion stone jor the House oj Worship. 
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'After arriving today, although 
weary with travel, I had the ut
most longing and yearning to see 
you and could not resist this 
meeting. Now that I have met 
you all My weariness has van
ished, for your meeting is the 
cause of spiritual happiness.' 

There were many troubles and vicissi
tudes but in the thought of meeting 
you, all these things vanished and were 
forgotten. 

"I am greatly pleased with the city of 
New York. Its harbor entrance, its 
piers, buildings and broad avenues are 
magnificent and beautiful. Truly this is 
a wonderful city. As New York has 
made such progress in material civiliza
tion, I hope that it may advance spir
itually in the Kingdom and Covenant 
of God so that the friends here may be
come the cause of illumination of 
America; that this city may become the 
city of love, and that the fragrances of 
God may be spread from this place to 
all parts of the world. I have come for 
this. I pray that you may be the mani
festations of the love of Baha'u'llah; 
that each one of you may become like a 
clear lamp of crystal from which the 
rays of the bounties of the Blessed Per
fection may shine forth to all nations 
and peoples. This is my highest aspira
tion .... 

"I am very happy to meet you all 
here today. Praise be to God that your 
faces are shining with the love of 
Baha'u'llah! To behold them is the 
cause of great spiritual happiness. We 
have arranged to meet you every day at 
the homes of the friends. 

"In the East people were asking me, 
'Why do you undertake this long voy
age? Your body cannot endure such 

hardships of travel.' When it is neces
sary, my body can endure everything. 
It has withstood 40 years of imprison. 
ment and can still undergo the utmost 
trials. 

"I will see you again. Now I will 
greet each one of you personally. It is 
my hope that you will all be happy and 
that we may meet again and again." 

'Abdu'I-Baha now shook hands with 
each one, and left for the Hotel An
sonia. 

He had been a prisoner most of His 
life. Born in Tehran, Iran, on May 23, 
1844, at the age of eight He was one of 
that little band of exiles who crossed 
the Iranian border, going toward 
Baghdad. With them He was exiled 
from prison to prison, and was con
fined at last in the fortress-city of 
'Akka, on August 31, 1868. Forty 
years passed; then the Sultan, 'Abdu'l
Hamid, fell; on August 31, 1908, the 
gates of 'Akka were flung open and 
'Abdu'l-Baha went free. He was 64, 
He had lived 40 years in a place where 
the air broke men and killed them, and 
there was no pain that had not struck 
at His heart. He was free now, but He 
could not rest. He saw mankind on the 
brink of war; He saw the passing of the 
old world, and He came West, to lay 
the foundation of the new. In 1911, He 
brought the teachings of His Father, 
Baha'u'Uah, to Europe. Returning to 
Egypt, He then sailed for the United 
States, where He traveled and taught 
from April 11 to December 5, 1912. 

His fellow-travelers on the steamship 
Cedric, of the White Star Line, spoke 
with Him, inquiring as to His mission. 
To one, the owner of an American 
newspaper, 'Abdu'l-Baha said: "I am 
going to America at the invitation of 
the Peace Congresses of that place, as 
the fundamental principles of our 
Cause are universal peace, the oneness 
of the world of humanity and the 



• 

equality of the rights of men. As this 
age is the age of lights and the century 
of mysteries, this great object is sure to 
be universally acknowledged and this 
Cause is certain to encompass the East 
and the West." A woman, member of 
the Unitarian faith, asked Him to give 
her a message for the Unitarians. He 
answered her: "The most important of 
all purposes is to diffuse divine love, 
amity and accord among the 
people . . . hence tell your Assembly: 
Rejoice, the standard of the kingdom 
of heaven is hoisted! Rejoice, the di
vine springtime has appeared! Rejoice, 
the Proclaimer of the kingdom has 
raised His voice!" On April 8 and 
thereafter greetings and welcome were 
wirelessed to the ship by Baha'i com
munities from coast to coast. On April 
11, crowds of Baha'is stood at the pier, 
waving hats and handkerchiefs, while 
the Cedric docked. As soon as the 
gangplank was lowered, newspaper
men went aboard to interview 'Abdu'l
Baha; they asked the object of His 
voyage, and He said: "Our object is 
universal peace and the unity of man
kind ... .I have come to America to 
see the advocates of universal peace. I 
hope the Peace Congresses of America 
will come forward and take the first 
practical step." They questioned: 
"How can universal peace be real
ized?" He said: "Its realization de
pends upon effecting a change in the 
ideas of the inhabitants of the world. 
Today, universal peace is the panacea 
for all human ills." "What are those 
ills?" "One of those ills is the rest
lessness and discontent of the people 
under the yoke of the war expenditures 
of the Powers of the world. What the 
people earn through labor is extorted 
from them by the governments and 
spent for war purposes. . . . Thus the 
burden on men is becoming more and 
more unbearable. . . ." The reporters 
asked, "May not peace lead to trouble 
and may not war help progress?" He 
answered, "No. Today war is the cause 
of all trouble! If war can be gotten rid 
of, all these troubles will disap
pear .... However, this cannot be 
brought into existence except through 
the education of the peopJe and the 
development of their thought and 
ideas." 

The docking of the Cedric in New 
York was the direct fulfillment of the 
words of a man of Shiraz, who, 68 

'Abdu'I-Bahd is pictured at a barbecue 
given in His honor by Mr. Topakyan, 
the Persian Consul-General (to 'Ab-

years before, at the very hour of 'Ab
du'I-Baha's birth, had proclaimed the 
coming of a great world Teacher. For 
62 years now the Bab had lain dead, 
Persian bullets in His breast. But out 
of Persia a young nobleman had 
arisen, and had brought a world Faith. 
They had seized His jewels and pal
aces, they had closed Him in an under
ground pit, and hemmed Him in with 
guards. They had killed His followers, 
and not dared to kill Him, and they 
had exiled Him from one land to an
other, and the Shah of Persia and the 
Sultan of Turkey had used all their 
power to shut back the words that 
came from His lips. And He, Baba'
u'lIah, had established His Faith. He 
had revealed new laws, suited to future 
world civilization, based on that one
ness of the human race and that com
ing of age of mankind, which His ad
vent proclaimed; He had regenerated 
and brought into harmony the religions 
of the past; He had provided for agen
cies to safeguard His new World 
Order. And whereas before, once the 
Founder of a Faith had passed away, 
His followers turned one against an
other and destroyed the unity that He 
had created-Baha'u'lhih with His 
own hand appointed an Exemplar, an 
Interpreter, so that Baba'is the world 

du'I-Bahd's right) at his summer home 
in Morristown. New Jersey. 

over were bound by their devotion to 
His eldest son, 'Abdu'l-Baha. "The 
promise of all ages is now fulfilled," 
wrote Baha'u'llah. "That which had 
been announced in the holy writ of 
God, the Beloved, the Most High, is 
made manifest." 

'Abdu'I-Baha, standard-bearer of 
the civilization of the future, set foot in 
the United States, prototype of the fu
ture federation of mankind. In every 
city, on every train, people crowded 
close to Him. In New York City alone, 
during the 79 days He spent there, He 
made public addresses in, or formal 
visits to, S5 different places. His rooms 
were filled with visitors wherever He 
went, all day long, from early in the 
morning. Philosophers, scientists, ec
clesiastics, social workers, educators, 
diplomats, were found in His audi
ences, intently listening to Him, study
ing His presentation of the Baha'i 
teachings as the means of regenerating 
and unifying humanity. Everywhere in 
editorial comment and publication of 
news concerning Him, the daily press 
was reverent and respectful. He ad
dressed Columbia and Leland Stanford 
Universities; He attended a conference 
at Lake Mohonk, visited the open 
forum at Green Acre in Eliot, Maine, 
spoke before scientific associations, 
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socialistic bodies, welfare organiza
tions. Temples and churches, syna
gogues, women's clubs, colleges, meta
physical groups-willingly opened 
their doors to His message. He was 
guest of honor in leading mansions 
throughout the country, and He visited 
as well the homes of the very poor. He 
addressed Bowery Mission, in the 
slums of New York. He spoke with all 
types of men and women; children of 
all races clung to Him. And never, in 
all His traveling and teaching, did He 
accept remuneration, for His service 
was given without price. 

By the shore of Lake Michigan near 
Chicago, 'Abdu'I-Baha laid the foun
dation-stone of a great Temple; the 
first world temple, the first sanctuary 
for all sorts and conditions of men, 
and all races, and all faiths-ever to be 
raised in the western hemisphere. 

When, in 1937, Baha'is throughout 
the country commemorated in number
less gatherings the 25th anniversary of 
'Abdu'l-Baha's coming to the United 
States, a special meeting was held in 
the Temple, marking the arrival of 
'Abdu'I-Baha in New York, Aprilll, 
1912; on this occasion representatives 
of many groups that had been address
ed by Him during His journey, joined 

with the Baha'is to do Him honor. 
Among the guest speakers, Mrs. Dor
othy Bushnell Blumberg, president of 
the Chicago branch of the Women's 
International League for Peace, said in 
effect that thinking people, as they see 
the increase of material comfort and 
security, do not wish the achievement 
of these ends to be made at the cost of 
spiritual values; that a new age of cos
mopolitanism is upon us, whose ulti
mate outcome will be a world race and 
culture; that those of us who believe in 
the oneness of the human race are for
tunate, and must strive for the enlight
enment of the many who will resist the 
onward march of cosmopolitanism. 

Mr. Albert Windust, chairman, then 
read from 'Abdu'I-Baha's address be
fore the New York Peace Society, in 
part as follows: "Today, there is no 
greater glory for man than that of ser
vice in the cause of the 'Most Great 
Peace.' ... His Holiness Baha'u'lIcih 
was imprisoned and subjected to severe 
persecutions .... Through all these 
ordeals He strove day and night to pro
claim the oneness of humanity and to 
promulgate the message of universal 
peace. From the prison of 'AHa He 
addressed the kings and rulers of the 
earth in lengthy letters summoning 
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them to international agreement and 
explicitly stating that the standard of 
the 'Most Great Peace' would surely be 
upraised in the world." 

Another guest, Mr. A.C. MacNeal, 
president of the Chicago branch of the 
National Association for the Advance
ment of Colored People, quoted from 
the address given by 'Abdu'l-Baha 
before the fourth annual Conference 
of the NAACP: "According to the 
words of the Old Testament, God has 
said: 'Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness. ' This indicates 
that . . . the perfections of God, the 
divine virtues, are reflected or revealed 
in the human reality. . . . This is an evi
dence that man is the most noble of 
God's creatures .... Let us now dis
cover more specifically how he is the 
image and likeness of God, and what is 
the standard, or criterion, by which he 
can be measured and estimated. This 
standard can be no other than the di
vine virtues which are revealed in 
him ... .If a man possesses wealth, 
can we caU him an image and likeness 
of God? Or is human honor and noto
riety the criterion of divine nearness? 
Can we apply the test of racial color 
and say that a man of a certain hue
white, black, brown, yellow, red-is 
the true image of his Creator? We must 
conclude that color is not the stan
dard ... for color is accidental in 
nature. The spirit and intelligence of 
man is the essential. ... Man is not 
man simply because of bodily attri
butes. The character and purity of the 
heart is all-important." 

A third speaker, Mr. Brenes-Mesen, 
representing the president of the Theo
sophical Society, conveyed to the Ba
ha'is the following message: "Out of 
the Morning of Eternity, where infinite 
Wisdom and aU-embracing Love 
abide, at intervals, when duty weakens 
and nations decline, splendorous souls 
come to this earth again to grace man
kind with a new Springtime of 
faith .... They come forth to enkindle 
the dormant fires in the souls of men, 
to point out once more the guiding star 
rising on the horizon of a new human
ity. Such are the Masters of Wisdom 
and Compassion, manifestations of the 
omnipotent Love, the Holy Spirit. 

"To this saintly lineage do belong 
BahA'u'lIah, the Splendor of God, and 
'Abdu'l-Baha, the Servant of God. 
They have brought before the eyes of 



<Abdu'/-BaM (at left in white robe) takes a leisurely stroll in Chicago's Lincoln Park. 

men, amidst a divided world, the prin
ciples of the Unity of Mankind; and in 
the midst of so many sects, the salutary 
doctrine of the common foundation of 
all forms of religion in the manifesta
tion of the Holy Spirit; and amidst the 
contentious social and economic con
flicts of our epoch they remind us of 
our obligation to do some fruitful la
bor in the spirit of service, of the need 
of voluntary sharing of our wealth with 
others to foster universal peace and 
that we may realize the brotherhood of 
men. 

"Knowing and without stint admir
ing those principles, when 'Abdu'l
Baba set foot in the United States the 
Theosophical Society bestowed on 
Him the gracious hospitality of its plat
form. He was a Teacher and a brother, 
He had our heartfelt welcome. 

"The achievements of Baha'ism in 
this country, so magnificently em
bodied in this Baha'i House of Wor
ship, are proclaiming the satisfaction 
that so many souls find in the beauty, 
the truth and transcendence of the 

teachings flowing from this wellspring 
of Wisdom. 

"In behalf of the Theosophical So
ciety of America, and at the request of 
its president, I tender to you, with our 
congratulations, our cordial wishes for 
the spiritual prosperity of Baha'ism, 
for we are one in our endeavors of spir
itualizing the world." 

In introducing this speaker, the 
chairman had remarked that one of the 
outstanding addresses of 'Abdu'I-Baha 
in Chicago was that delivered before 
the Theosophical Society, on which oc
casion He had said: "In the matrix of 
the mother, we were the recipients of 
endowments and blessings of God, yet 
these were as nothing compared to the 
powers and graces bestowed upon us 
after birth into this human world. 
Likewise if we are born from the ma
trix of this physical . . . environment 
into the freedom and loftiness of the 
life and vision spiritual, we shall con
sider this mortal existence and its bless
ings as worthless by comparison." 

An extract from the address of 'Ab-

du'l-Baha to the Plymouth Congrega
tional Church was now read, in part as 
follows: "In our solar system the cen
ter of illumination is the sun itself ... 
the one source of the existence and de
velopment of all phenomenal 
things .... But if we reflect deeply we 
will perceive that the great bestower 
and giver of life is God; the sun is the 
intermediary of His will and plan ... . 
Likewise, in the spiritual realm .. . 
there must be a center of illumination, 
and that center is . . . the Word of 
God ... the prophet or manifestation 
of God. . . ." Following this, guest 
speaker Mr. Kennicott Brenton, house 
secretary and resident of Hull-House, 
representing Mrs. Kenneth F. Rich, 
resident head of the famous institution 
founded by Jane Addams-spoke as 
follows: 

"Hull-House is deeply aware of its 
honor in being invited to join you in 
honoring your departed leader. In this 
we recognize an inner significance. 
Both this wonderful temple and our 
busy, homely group of classrooms and 
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workshops are expressions of the same 
life principle. In yours is a realization 
of world unity; ours of the common in
terest uniting neighborhoods and 
races, ignoring religious and class bar
riers. Throughout history, the spirit of 
discord has been able to 'divide and 
rule.' Man's pattern has made him pe
culiarly susceptible to factional loyal
ties. We have seen how love of country 
and adherence to group loyalties can 
even lead to self-destruction .... Hull
House and the things which it has done 
for the betterment of its neighbors 
were possible only because it became a 
rallying point for the combined good
will of widely separated groups and 
sections. Accomplishment in preven
tion of child labor, sweatshops, bad 
housing, was won by a call to unite the 
good intention of all factions-never 
by appeal to factionalism or strife. 

"Instead of emphasizing man's di
versity of interest, Jane Addams said: 
'The things which make men alike are 
finer and better than the things that 
keep them apart.' ... Rather than 
hope for justice from some material
istic system, she knew: 'Justice can 
only be worked out upon this earth by 
those who will not tolerate a wrong to 
the feeblest member of the communi
ty.' 

"Both our great leaders have gone 
on but we recognize in them the spirit 
which can reclaim the world." 

The chairman called attention to the 
fact that 'Abdu'l-Baha's first public 
address in Chicago was delivered at 
Hull-House, and quoted from that ad
dress: "There is need of a superior 
power to overcome human prejudices; 
a power which nothing in the world of 
mankind can withstand .... That irre
sistible power is the love of God." 

In introducing the next speaker, Mr. 
Allen B. McDaniel of Washington, 
D.C., a member of the National Spir
itual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
United States and Canada, the chair
man read from the words of 'Abdu'l
Baha delivered at All-Souls Church: 
"In Persia, His Holiness Baha'u'llah 
was able to unite people of varying 
thought, creed and denomination. The 
inhabitants of that country were Chris
tians, Muhammadans, Jews, Zoroas
trians, and a great variety of sub
divided forms and beliefs, together 
with racial distinctions such as Semitic, 
Arabic, Persian, Turk, and others, but 
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through the power and efficacy of re
ligion, Baha'u'llah united these differ
ing peoples, and caused them to con
sort together in perfect agreement. 
And now let us consider that the Amer
ican, British, French, Germans, Turks, 
Persians, Arabs, are all ... members 
of the same household. Why should 
dissension exist among them? .. 
There is no doubt that the only cause is 
ignorance .... " Mr. McDaniel then 
spoke on "The Gathering of the Peo
ples and Nations," ably epitomizing 
the excerpts from 'Abdu'I-Baha's ad
dresses that had been read throughout 
the meeting. 

This program, which was followed 
by a reception, closed with the showing 
of the motion picture of 'Abdu'I-Baha: 
His arrival by automobile at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Howard MacNutt in 
Brooklyn, New York; His walking and 
conversing with Persian interpreters 
and others, His greeting the children 
present, His delivery, as He strode 
back and forth before the large gather
ing on the grounds, of a message of 
glad-tidings to all humanity: "Rejoice! 
... The divine Gospel has appeared! 
Rejoice! ... The Great Day has come! 
Rejoice! ... The glad-tidings and 
prophecies of the Prophets are ful
filled! Rejoice! ... The Glory of Car
mel has shown on the worlds! Rejoice! 
... The East and West have joined 
hands!" 

In memory of that other day when 
'Abdu'l-Baha had dedicated the Tem
ple site, the Baha'is of the United 
States and Canada, assembled at the 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar for their annual 
Convention, heard the story of how, 
exactly 49 years after Baha'u'Ilah, then 
a captive about to be exiled from Bagh
dad, had declared His mission-'Ab
du'l-Baha, His Son, had laid the cor
nerstone of the Baha'i Temple in the 
heart of the American continent. 

During the evening of His arrival in 
Chicago, 'Abdu'l-Baha addressed an 
audience of several hundred at the last 
session of the Bahai Temple Unity, 
speaking in part as follows: 

"The real temple is the very Word of 
God; for to it all humanity must turn 
and it is the center of unity for all man
kind .... Temples are the symbols of 
the divine uniting force, so that when 
people gather here . . . they may recall 
the fact that the law has been revealed 
for them and that the law is to unite 

them .... That is why His Holiness 
Baha'u'llah has commanded that a 
place of worship be built . . . that all 
religions, races and sects may come 
together within the universal shel
ter .... It is the Mashrlqu'l-Adhkar 
(the Dawning-Point of the remem
brance of God) ... For thousands of 
years the human race has been at war. 
It is enough .... For thousands of 
years the nations have denied each 
other, considering each other as infidel 
and inferior. It is sufficient. . . ." And 
He closed with a prayer for the Amer
ican nation: "0 thou kind Lord! ... 
Confirm this revered nation to upraise 
the standard of the oneness of human
ity, to promulgate the Most Great 
Peace, to become thereby most glori
ous and praiseworthy among all the na
tions of the world. . . ." 

The next day, on the windy shores of 
the lake at Wilmette, they had pitched 
a tent, large enough for 500 persons, 
and had made a special entry way to 
the grounds for the carriage of 'Ab
du'I-Baha; but He entered on foot, 
walking briskly, a long line of Baha'IS 
following Him. Within the tent, seats 
had been placed in three circles, with a 
broad space at the center, reached by 
nine aisles. At high noon, 'Abdu'l
Baba advanced to the inner circle and 
spoke: 

"The power which has gathered you 
here today notwithstanding the cold 
and windy weather is indeed mighty 
and wonderful. It is the power of God. 
the divine favor of Baha'u'llah which 
has drawn you together. . . . 

"Thousands of Mashriqu'l-Adhkars 
for all religionists will be built in the 
Orient and Occident, but this being the 
first one erected in the Occident has 
great importance ... .It has the same 
importance as the Mashriqu'I-Adhkar 
in 'Ishqabad, Caucasus Russia, the 
first one built there. In Persia there are 
many; some are houses which have 
been utilized for the purpose, others 
are homes entirely devoted to the Di
vine Cause .... But the great 'Dawn
ing-Point' has been founded in 'Ishqa
bad. It possesses superlative impor
tance ... ." 

Outside the tent, in the woods and 
fields along the lake shore, 'Abdu'l
Baha prepared for the breaking of the 
Temple ground; using first a golden 
trowel presented by Irene C. Holmes of 
New York, He then slipped this back 

-



into its leather case, and called for 
other implements; an ax was brought, 
then a shovel; with these, 'Abdu'l
Baha and members of every race and 
nationality present, excavated a place 
to hold the dedication stone. As each 
man or woman came forward, his race 
or nationality was announced: Persia, 
Syria, Egypt, India, Japan, South Af
rica, England, France, Germany. Hol
land, Norway. Sweden, Denmark, the 
Jews of the world, and the North 
American Indians, were of those rep
resented; at the end 'Abdu'I-Baha set 
the stone in its place, on behalf of all 
the peoples of the world. And He said, 
"The Temple is already built." 

Now. within the Temple, those who 
had been present that other day were 
asked to rise; they numbered 15. One 
of them, Mrs. Nettie Tobin of Chi
cago, was called upon to tell how she 
had brought, painfully, from far away 
and as though driven to it, a fragment 
of limestone rock to the Temple site, 
and how this had been chosen by 'Ab
du'I-Baha as the dedication stone. Mrs. 
Corinne True of Wilmette, whose de
votion to the work of building the 
Temple was compared to that of a 
mother rearing her child, gave a brief 
message of inspiration, and Dr. 'Ali
Kuli Khan, sent by 'Abdu'I-Baha to the 
United States in 1901 to spread the Ba
ha'i teachings, spoke of the work still 
to be accomplished in completing the 

'Abdu'I-Bahd with a group oj Baha'fs 
at Dr. Swingle's sanatorium in Cleve-

outer ornamentation of the Temple, 
and of the plan drawn up by the Guar
dian of the Faith, Shoghi Effendi, for 
the realization of this within the first 
century of the Baha'i era. This second 
commemorative gathering, program
chairmen of which were Edna Eastman 
and Albert Windust, and further par
ticipants. Ruth Randall Brown, Nina 
Matthisen, and Mountfort Mills. was 
climaxed by the darkening of the audi
torium. after which the motion picture 
of 'Abdu'I-BaM was shown. In deep 
silence, the audience watched as the 
majestic figure of the Center of the 
Covenant stood before them; many 
had never viewed this scene before, 
while some were still left who could 
remember His face, His walk, and 
could hear in memory His ringing 
voice. 

"It is my purpose," 'Abdu'I-Baha 
had said on the day of His arrival in 
New York. "to set forth in America 
the fundamental principles of the rev
elation ... of Baha'u'llah. It will then 
become the duty of the Baha'is in this 
country to give these principles unfold
ment and application in the minds, 
hearts and lives of the people." During 
the long months of travel, of daily as
sociation with hundreds of groups and 
individuals, He had spared Himself no 
hardship in order to give to America 
this fresh revelation of spiritual power, 
this new Faith, suited to the needs of a 

land, Ohio. The date was May 6, 1912. 

new age. Everywhere, at every hour He 
had taught the principles brought by 
Baha'u'lhlh: that each must search 
after truth for himself; that all races 
are as one; that alI religions are funda
mentally one, and have as their pur
pose the establishment of harmony; 
that religion, "the sole ... basis 
of . . . an ordered and progressive so
ciety," must go hand-in-hand with sci
ence; that equal opportunities are to be 
provided for men and women alike; 
that extremes of wealth and poverty 
are to be abolished; that an auxiliary 
international language is to be adopt
ed; and He had shown that the Baha'i 
world system provides the agencies for 
the establishment of permanent and 
universal peace. 

It was a clear, not a beautiful day 
when they gathered on board the 
steamship Celtic to take leave of Him. 
He spoke to each one, distributed to 
each the flowers that had been 
brought. Then He addressed them for 
the last time: 

"This is my last meeting with you, 
for now I am on board the steamship 
ready to sail away. These are my final 
words of exhortation. I have repeated
ly summoned you to the cause of the 
unity of the world of humanity, an
nouncing that all mankind are the ser
vants of the same God; that God is the 
creator of all; He is the provider and 
life-giver; all are equally beloved by 
Him and are His servants upon whom 
His mercy and compassion descend. 
Therefore you must manifest the great
est kindness and love toward the na
tions of the world, setting aside fanati
cism, abandoning religious, national, 
and racial prejudice. 

"The earth is one nativity, one 
home, and all mankind are the children 
of one Father. God has created them 
and they are the recipients of His com
passion. Therefore if anyone offends 
another, he offends God. It is the wish 
of our heavenly Father that every heart 
should rejoice and be fllled with happi
ness; that we should live together with 
felicity and joy. The obstacle to human 
happiness is racial or religious preju
dice, the competitive struggle for exis
tence and inhumanity toward each 
other. 

"Your eyes have been illumined; 
your ears are attentive, your hearts 
knowing. You must be free from preju
dice and fanaticism, beholding no dif-
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ferences between the races and relig
ions. You must look to God, for He is 
the real shepherd and all humanity are 
His sheep. He loves them, and loves 
them equally. As this is true, should 
the sheep quarrel among themselves? 
They should manifest gratitude and 
thankfulness toward God, and the best 
way to thank God is to love one an
other. 

"Beware lest ye offend any heart, 
lest ye speak against anyone in his ab
sence, lest ye estrange yourselves from 
the servants of God. You must consid
er all His servants as your own family 
and kindred. Direct your whole effort 
toward the happiness of those who are 
despondent, bestow food upon the 
hungry, clothe the needy and glorify 
the humble. Be a helper to every help
less one, and manifest kindness to your 
fellow creatures in order that ye may 
attain the good pleasure of God. This 
is conducive to the illumination of the 
world of humanity and eternal felicity 
for yourselves. I seek from God ever
lasting glory in your behalf; therefore 
this is my prayer and exhortation. 

"Consider what is happening in the 
Balkans. Human blood is being shed, 
properties are destroyed, possessions 
pillaged, cities and villages devastated. 
A world-enkindling fire is astir in the 
Balkans. God has created men to love 
each other. but instead they kill each 
other with cruelty and bloodshed. God 
has created them that they may co
operate and mingle in accord, but in
stead they ravage, plunder and destroy 
in the carnage of battIe. God has 
created them to be the cause of mutual 
felicity and peace, but instead discord, 
lamentation and anguish rise from the 
hearts of the innocent and afflicted. 

"As to you, your efforts must be lof
ty. Exert yourselves with heart and soul 
so that perchance through your efforts 
the light of universal peace may shine 
and this darkness of estrangement and 
enmity may be dispelled from amongst 
men; that all men may become as one 
family and consort together in love and 
kindness; that the East may assist the 
West and the West give help to the 
East, for all are the inhabitants of one 
planet, the people of one original na
tivity and the flocks of one Shepherd. 

"Consider how the Prophets who 
have been sent, the great souls who 
have appeared and the sages who have 
arisen in the world, have exhorted 
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'Direct your wbole effort toward 
tbe bappiness of tbose wbo are 
despondent, bestow food upon 
tbe bungry, clotbe tbe needy and 
glorify tbe bumble. Be a bel per 
to every helpless one, and mani
fest kindness to your fellow 
crea tures . . .' 

mankind to unity and love. This has 
been the essence of their mission and 
teaching. This has been the goal of 
their guidance and message. The 
Prophets, saints, seers and philos
ophers have sacrificed their lives in 
order to establish these principles and 
teachings amongst men. Consider the 
heedlessness of the world, for notwith
standing the efforts and sufferings of 
the Prophets of God, the nations and 
peoples are stilI engaged in hostility 
and fighting. Notwithstanding the 
heavenly commandments to love one 
another, they are still shedding each 
other's blood. How heedless and igno
rant are the people of the world! How 
gross the darkness which envelops 
them! Although they are the children 
of a compassionate God they continue 
to live and to act in opposition to His 
will and good pleasure. God is loving 
and kind to all men, and yet they show 
the utmost enmity and hatred toward 
each other. God is the giver of life to 
them, and yet they constantly seek to 
destroy life. God blesses and protects 
their homes; they ravage, sack and de
stroy each other's homes. Consider 
their ignorance and heedlessness! 

"Your duty is of another kind, for 
you are informed of the mysteries of 
God. Your eyes are illumined, your 
ears are quickened with hearing. You 
must therefore look toward each other 
and then toward mankind with the ut
most love and kindness. You have no 
excuse to bring before God if you fail 
to live according to His command, for 
you are informed of that which con
stitutes the good pleasure of God. You 
have heard His commandments and 
precepts. You must therefore be kind 
to all men; you must even treat your 
enemies as your friends. You must con
sider your evil-wishers as your well
wishers. Those who are not agreeable 
toward you must be regarded as those 
who are congenial and pleasant, so that 

perchance this darkness of disagree
ment and conflict may disappear from 
amongst men and the light of the di
vine may shine forth; so that the Orient 
may be illumined and the Occident fill
ed with fragrance; nay, so that East 
and West may embrace each other in 
love and deal with one another in sym
pathy and affection. Until man reaches 
this high station, the world of hu
manity shall not find rest and eternal 
felicity shall not be attained. But if 
man lives up to these divine command
ments, this world of earth shall be 
transformed into a world of heaven 
and this material sphere shall be trans
formed into a paradise of glory. It is 
my hope that you may become success
ful in this high calling, so that like bril
liant lamps you may cast light upon the 
world of humanity and quicken and 
stir the body of existence like unto a 
spirit of life. This is eternal glory. This 
is everlasting felicity. This is immortal 
life. This is heavenly attainment. This 
is being created in the image and like
ness of God. And unto this I call you, 
praying to God to strengthen and bless 
you." 

They left the ship and looked up to 
where' Abdu'l-Baha stood on the deck. 
He was smiling very faintly, His eyes 
tender, thoughtful, somehow full of 
sorrow. He waved His hand gently to
ward them. And they knew that they 
would never fail Him, and still they 
wept. 

) 
Opposite page: The Prayer for America by 
'Abdu'l-Bahd with calligraphy by Michael 
Hughey of Asheville, North Carolina. 
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On the cover: The Jacobs Wind Turbine atop a ridge overlooking Radio Baha'i del Lago 
TIticaca in Chucuito, Peru, in a photograph taken in December 1986. Beginning on page 6, 
K. Dean Stephens, technical adviser to the Audio·Visual Department of the Universal 
House of Justice who has been involved in the planning, engineering and construction of 
every Baha'i radio station In the world to the present time, presents a report on the ways In 
which these stations are seeking out and using appropriate alternative energy sources to 
hold down costs while protecting and enhancing the environment in which they operate. 

CONVEY SAD NEWS PAST FEW DAYS MR. SURUSH JABBARI AND MR. ABDU'L·QASIM 
SHAYIQ WERE EXECUTED IN TEHRAN. EXACT DATE AND MANNER OF THEIR EXECU· 
TION ARE NOT KNOWN AS NO ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MADE, AND THERE IS NO IN· 
DICATION WHETHER OR NOT TRIALS WERE HELD. THEIR BODIES WERE BURIED 
WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE THEIR RELATIVES AND FRIENDS. 
MR. JABBARI WAS 42 YEARS OLD AND HAD BEEN IN PRISON SINCE 15 SEPTEMBER 
1984. HE WAS AN ENGINEER. MR. SHAYIQ WAS 47 YEARS OF AGE AND HAD BEEN IN 
PRISON SINCE 13 FEBRUARY 1984. HE WAS A GRADUATE IN HISTORY AND WORKED 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT BEFORE HIS DISMISSAL AS A BAHA'f. 
NO OTHER DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE. 
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World Centre 

'Great and wonderful tasks' 

To the Bahd,{s of the world 
Dearly-loved Friends, 

The launching of the Six Year Plan at RiQvan 1986 co
incided with the opening of a new epoch-the fourth-in 
the organic unfoldment of the Formative Age of our Faith. 
The administrative institutions of this growing Cause of 
God had already begun to show signs of an increasing ma
turity, while at the same time emerging from the protective 
obscurity of their early days into the larger arena of public 
notice. These twin processes were signalized by a develop
ment of far-reaching consequence to the internal life of the 
Baha'i community and by an outward activity of a magni
tude unprecedented in its entire history. 

The former was a devolution of responsibility whereby all 
national communities, through their National Spiritual As
semblies, in consultation with Counsellors, local Spiritual 
Assemblies and the generality of believers, were requested 
to formulate, for the flrst time, their own objectives for 
achievement during the new Plan. This expectation of ma
turity challenging the national communities was matched by 
their formulation of national plans submitted to the World 
Centre for coordination into the world-embracing Six Year 
Plan. 

The latter was a united uprising of the entire Baha'i world 
community to distribute the statement, "The Promise of 
World Peace," issued in October 1985 to the peoples of the 
world. Heads of state, large numbers of the members of na
tional governments, diplomats, teachers, trade unionists, 
leaders of religion, eminent members of the judiciary, the 
police, legal, medical and other professions, members of 
local authorities, clubs and associations, and thousands of 
individuals have been presented with the statement. It is 
estimated that more than a million copies, in some 70 lan
guages, have so far been distributed. These two activities 
alone have heavily reinforced the growing strength and ma
turity of the Baha'i world community and given it a more 
clearly defined and readily recognizable public image. 

Other factors have contributed greatly to the rapid en
trance of the Faith onto the world stage. Indeed it appears 
that every activity of the widespread Army of Life is now 
observed or commented upon by some section of the public, 
from the General Assembly of the United Nations to small 
and even remote local communities. 

The steadfastness of the sorely-tried Persian believers 
continues to be the mainspring of this world-wide attention 
mcreasingly being focused upon the Faith. While the brutal 
executions of heroic martyrs are now less frequent, the 
harassment and deprivations, viliflcation and plundering of 

the long-persecuted community continue-more than 200 
are still in prison-giving the representatives of the Baha'i 
International Community at the United Nations finn 
grounds for strong and persistent appeals, which have 
aroused the concern of the General Assembly itself, and re
sulted in representations to the Iranian government on 
behalf of the defenseless Baha'is by the Commission on 
Human Rights, and by many powerful nations including the 
various governments constituting the European Communi
ty. 

All this has kept our beloved Faith under international 
observation, an interest increased not only by the circula
tion of the peace statement but also by the rapidly expand
ing activities in the field of economic and social develop
ment, ranging from the inauguration and operation of radio 
stations-of which there are seven now broadcasting-to 
schools, literacy programs, agricultural assistance and a 
host of small but valuable undertakings at village level in 
many parts of the world. 

National Baha'i communities have organized and success
fully conducted inter-religious conferences, peace seminars, 
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symposiums on racism and other subjects on which we have 
a specific contribution to make, often achieving widespread 
publicity and the interest of highly-placed leaders of society. 
Baha'i youth, inspired and uplifted by the vision and 
idealism of "the new race of men" have, through their 
many gatherings, attracted large numbers of their compeers 
and galvanized their own members to direct their lives to
ward service in the many fields in which a rich harvest 
awaits the dedicated Baha'i worker. 

Added to this rapidly burgeoning association of our fel
low-men with Baha'i activities, has been one outstanding 
magnificent achievement, the completion and dedication of 
the wondrous Baha'i Temple in New Delhi, which received, 
within the first 30 days of its dedication to the worship of 
God, more than 120,000 visitors. This symbol of purity, 
proclaiming the Oneness of God and His Messengers in that 
land of myriad diverse religious beliefs, befittingly marks 
the power and grandeur with which these portentous days in 
the life of God's Holy Cause have been endowed. 

The stage is set for universal, rapid and massive growth of 
the Cause of God. The immediate and basic challenge is 
pursuit of the goals of the Six Year Plan, the preliminary 
stages of which have already been initiated. The all-impor
tant teaching work must be imaginatively, persistently and 
sacrificially continued, ensuring the enrollment of ever 
larger numbers who will provide the energy, the resources 
and spiritual force to enable the beloved Cause to worthily 
play its part in the redemption of mankind. To reinforce 
this process the international goals of the Plan have been 
adopted, calling for the undertaking of many hundreds of 
inter-Assembly assistance projects, the re-formation of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Zaire at RiQ-van 1987 and 
the establishment, in the course of the Plan, of new Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies, of which those of Angola, Gui
nea, Guinea-Bissau and Macau have already been approv
ed. During the first year of the Six Year Plan 338 pioneers, 
guided by the needs set forth in previous Plans, have already 
arisen and settled in 119 countries. A new appeal is now be
ing prepared, details of which will be announced shortly. 
The promotion and facilitation of service projects for Ba
ha'i youth in the emergent countries of the world are now 
called for. National Spiritual Assemblies are asked to ar
range, in consultation with each other and with the assis
tance of the Continental Boards of Counsellors, the best 
means of ensuring the effective service of those who re
spond. 

Preparations for the Holy Year 1992, when the l00th an
niversary of the Ascension of the Blessed Beauty and the in
ception of the Covenant will be commemorated, have al
ready begun. It is fitting, then, that the Covenant of Baha'
u'llah, which links the past and future with the progressive 
stages toward the fulfillment of God's ancient Promise, 
should be the major theme ofthe Six Year Plan. Concentra
tion on this theme will enable us all to obtain a deeper ap
preciation of the meaning and purpose of His Revela
tion-" A Revelation," in the words of the Guardian, "hail
ed as the promise and crowning glory of past ages and cen
turies, as the consummation of all the Dispensations within 
the Adamic Cycle, inaugurating an era of at least a thous
and years' duration, and a cycle destined to last no less than 
five thousand centuries, signalizing the end of the Prophetic 
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Era and the beginning of the Era of Fuliillment, unsurpass
ed alike in the duration of its Author's ministry and the 
fecundity and splendor of His mission. . . ." The questions 
that such concentrated study should answer will undoubted
ly include the meaning of the Baha'i Covenant, its origin 
and what should be our attitude toward it. 

Ever present in our contemplation of these profound 
questions is the magnetic figure of 'Abdu'l-Baha, the Cen
tre of the Covenant, the Mystery of God, the perfect Ex
emplar, Whose unerring interpretation of the Holy Texts 
and luminous examples of their application to personal con
duct shed light on a way of life we must strive diligently to 
follow. During the course of the Six Year Plan the 75th an
niversary of His visit to the West will be observed with befit
ting celebrations and proclamation activities. Simultane
ously, there will be observed the 50th anniversary of the iust 
Seven Year Plan in the Americas, launched in 1937 at the in
stigation of Shoghi Effendi and which, in setting in motion 
the systematic execution of 'Abdu'l-Baha's grand design for 
the spiritual conquest of the planet, marked the opening of 
the first epoch of the Divine Plan. 

Great and wonderful tasks challenge us as never before. 
They demand equally great and wonderful sacrifice, dedica
tion and single-minded devotion from everyone of us. At 
present, the Baha'i International Fund is utterly inadequate 
to support the tremendous expansion now required in all the 
multitudinous activities of the Baha'i world community. 
The record of the Seven Year Plan, just completed, stands 
witness to our ability to meet the growing demands of the 
Cause. The heroism of the beloved friends in Iran, the eager 
response of 3,694 dedicated pioneers to the call raised for 
this essential service, the unceasing activity of teachers, ad
ministrators, local communities and individual believers 
throughout the entire organism of the embryonic World Or
der, have endowed this growing Army of Life with new 
strengths and capacities. As we stride forward into the fu
ture we may be fully assured of His ever-present bounty and 
the final victory of our efforts to establish His Kingdom in 
this troubled world. -

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
The Universal House of Justice 
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'Abdu'l-Baha in America 

The meeting at Chicago's Hull House 

It. was on a warm, springlike day, 
April 30, 1912, that Hull House in Chi
cago was all astir. For 'Abdu'l-Baha, a 
great and holy Personage from Pales
tine was expected. The important visit 
was planned by Jane Addams 
"M h ' ot er of Hull House," or "Chi-
cago's Most Useful Citizen," as the 
people of Chicago lovingly called her. 

Seldom has a biographer presented 
two more significant and inspiring 
world figures, both working earnestly 
for the Unity of Mankind and the es
tablishment of Universal Peace than 
'Abdu'l-Baha, the Center of the Cov
enant of the Baha'i World, and Jane 
Addams, the President of the Wom
en's International League for Peace 
and Freedom: one Who had been 
chosen as a Divine Exemplar to hu
manity, and the other reflecting the 
spirit of service. How fitting that Hull 
House-an outstanding example of the 
application of the great principle of the 
oneness of mankind-should be the 
place of meeting. 

During a recent interview with Miss 
Addams, the writer learned that it was 
in 1844 that the Quaker father of Jane 
Addams moved to Illinois. A pine
crowned hill is the living memorial of 
the bagful of seeds planted by him in 
that memorable year of world history. 
In 1860 a little girl was born at Cedar
ville, Illinois, in the shadow of those 
p~es'. As a child, she was a shy, con
SCIentious, sensitive, idealistic girl. 
These qualities developed into high 
~oral courage, the unswerving devo
tion to duty, and the passion of self
sacrifice for others. These character
istics served to make this frail woman 
elect to pass her life in an unsavory 

This artic/e, H<Abdu'I-BahO's histo
ric meeting with Jane Addams, " is re
printed from The Baha'i World, Vol
ume VI (1934-36). It was' written by 
Ruth J. Moffett. 

quc~lter of this great industrial city, 
Chicago, and to spend there, in behalf 
of the poor, her inheritance, which 
would have maintained her in comfor
table idleness amid the beautiful things 
that she loved. Here she has ministered 
to and educated those in dire need and 
thus worked indefatigably for the es
tablishment of the unity and amity of 
mankind. 

As the years unfolded, Jane Addams 
received her A.B. degree at Rockford 
College, Rockford, Illinois, in 1881. 
Then she spent two years in Europe, 
1883-85, because of imperfect health. 
In 1888 she studied in Philadelphia, 
and the next year opened Hull House 
with the assistance of Miss Ellen Gates 
Starr, and has ever since been it Head 
Resident. For three years she served as 
inspector of streets and alleys on the 
southwest side of Chicago. She re
ceived her LL.D. from the University 
of Wisconsin in 1904 and in 1910 was 
honored in the same way by Smith Col
lege. Later, she became president of 
the National Conference of Charities 
and Corrections. Yale University 
granted her its A.M. degree in 1910. In 
1912 she became vice-president of the 
National Woman's Suffrage Associa
tion and chairman of the Woman's 
Peace Party. In 1915 she was elected 
delegate to the first Peace Convention 
at The Hague, and the same year be
came the founder-president of the 
Women's International League for 
Peace and Freedom, and still remains 
its active president. She was the dele
gate to the Peace Conventions at Zu
rich in 1917, at Vienna in 1921, and at 
The Hague in 1922. On January 12, 
1923, she started on a six-month tour 
of the world in the interests of world 
peace. During all these years many 
books have come from her pen, and 
she has served on numerous state and 
national committees having to do with 

social, philanthropic, industrial and in
ternational problems. 

Hull House, one of the first Amer
ican settlements, stands as a dream ful
filled. It was established in 1889, to 
become a spacious and hospitable 
home, tolerant in spirit, equipped to 
care for the pressing physical mental 
sO.cial and spiritual needs of a poor: 
allen, complicated community. 

About 50 men and women of various 
races and creeds and backgrounds 
form the residential staff, mostly col
lege graduates who pledge themselves 
to remain for two years. In addition, 
150 others come to Hull House each 
week as teachers, visitors or directors 
of clubs. About 9,000 persons come to 
th.e settlement each week during the 
Winter months, as members of the au
diences or classes. Miss Addams ex
plained that the attractions offered in
clude classr~om instruction in English, 
current tOPICS, typing, arts and crafts 
music, drawing, folk dancing and near~ 
ly all phases of domestic arts. Public 
lectures and clubs of many kinds sup
ply the needs of men, women and chil
dren of all classes, beliefs and shades 
of color. A circulating library of 2 000 
volumes stimulates mental interest. A 
well-trained, working boys' band of 62 
pieces is a source of great joy, as are 
the many tournaments and contests 
enjoyed especially by the little childre~ 
of ~oreign lands. The monthly gym
nasIUm attendance is 3,000, and the 15 
showers are kept in constant use. Dur
ing the year 6,000 paid showers and 
12,000 free showers help to keep up the 
physical, mental and moral standards. 
The Italian, Jewish and Greek natio
nalities seem to predominate in the 
clubs and classes. 

In Miss Addams' high-ceilinged liv
ing room, the writer asked her, "What 
has been one of the central ideas of the 
activities of Hull House?" Her kindly 
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eyes brightened as she said, "The 
things which make men alike are finer 
and better than the things that keep 
them apart, and these basic likenesses 
if they are properly accentuated, easil; 
transcend the less essential differences 
of race, language, creed and tradi
tion." After a time she continued with 
an alert enthusiasm: 

"Life at the Settlement discovers 
above all what has been called the ex
traordinary pliability of human nature; 
and it seems impossible to set any 
bounds to the moral capabilities which 
might unfold under ideal civic and edu
cational conditions. In order to obtain 
these conditions, the Settlement recog
nizes the need of cooperation, both 
with the radical and conservative ele
ments. Hull House casts aside none of 
those things which cultivated man has 
come to consider reasonable and good
ly, but it insists that those belong as 
well to that great body of people who 
because of toilsome and underpaid la
bor, are unable to procure them for 
themselves. Added to this is the pro
found conviction that the common 
stock of intellectual enjoyment should 
not be difficult of access because of the 
economic position of him who would 
approach it, that 'those best interests 
of civilization' upon which depend the 
fmer, freer and nobler aspects of living 
must be incorporated into our common 
life and have free mobility through all 
the elements of society, if we would 
have a true, enduring democracy. The 
educational activities of a Settlement, 
as well as its philanthropic, civic and 
social undertakings, are but differing 
manifestations of the attempt to social
ize true democracy, which is the very 
existence of Hull House itself. It is thus 
that peace and unity are established." 

"Do you think," she was asked, 
"that the people of the world generally 
are more peace-minded than before the 
World War?" 

"Oh, yes. The war startled and 
shocked them into a realization of the 
need of peace as never before. It has 
been more discussed and written about 
and has become the most vital problem 
before man." 

"What do you consider the greatest 
forces of the world today working for 
peace?" 

"There are three, " she replied. 
"First, psychological; second, politi
cal; and third, mechanical. First, the 
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standing-room-only audience BaM speak at the Plymouth Con
gathered May 5, 1912, to hear 'Abdu'l- gregational Church in Chicago. 

psychological includes all the books, 
newspapers, magazine articles and all 
the addresses and discussions on the 
subject, but something more than all of 
these, the interest and overwhelming 
desire in the heart for peace. Second, 
the political, even, has become a force 
for peace. International instruments to 
take care of the affairs of all the na
tions of the world must be created be
fore peace can be maintained. These 
are only just the beginning, in the 
League of Nations, the World Court, 
an International Code of Law and an 
International Police Force to enforce 
the law. Many other international in
struments of this nature will be re
quired. Third, nothing can stay the 
progress of the machine age, the inven
tion, the improved methods of inter
communication and intertransporta
tion. This is also a great force, bringing 
about better understanding in the 
world which is the basis of peace. 

"You ask what I consider to be the 
greatest need of the world today?" she 
continued. "I would put it in one 
word, understanding-understanding 
between individuals, classes, races, na
tions. Literature, history and mechan
ics are bringing it about much more 
rapidly today. Are not nations simply 
families living together, learning to ad-

just themselves to each other for the 
best good for the greatest number? 

"Yes, you are right," she said in re
ply to my next question. "The prob
lems of the world which are caused by 
wrong mental attitudes are returning to 
the heart and mind of man and the so
lution must come through changed 
mental attitudes." 

Although having spoken on the same 
platform with Miss Addams many 
times and dined as her guest, yet during 
this interview at Hull House, alone in 
th~ spacious living room wit? her, the 
writer was more than ever Impressed 
with a fine quality of innate courtesy, a 
sympathetic sensitiveness, a queenly 
dignity and greatest of all, the keenness 
of a brilliant intellect expressing a well
balanced and well-ordered mind. 

When the author asked her if she 
had met that distinguished Personage 
of Palestine Whom Great Britain had 
knighted as one of the greatest advo
cates and establishers of World Peace 
and the Unity of Mankind that the 
world had known, 'Abdu'l-Baha, she 
replied with an emphatic "Yes." In a 
low-pitched, well-modulated voice, she 
spoke of inviting 'Abdu'I-Baha to visit 
Hull House on April 30, 1912, to speak 
in Bowen Hall, and although the hall 
seats 750 people, it was far too small to 
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hold the crowds that poured in. In 
streams the rich and poor, the educated 
and ignorant, the managers of business 
and the industrial slaves came. Hull 
House was all astir. So was Halstead 
Street, that bit of cross-section, seem
ingly, of all the markets, bazaars, cafes 
and wayside churches of all the races, 
nationalities and creeds of the world. 

Miss Addams herself, acting as 
chairman, welcomed 'Abdu'l-Baha 
and graciously presented Him to the 
audience. Dr. (Zia) Bagdadi, a physi
cian of Chicago, served as His inter
preter, having known and loved 'Ab
du'l-Baha years before in the Holy 
Land. 

To attempt to describe 'Abdu'I-BaM 
is like trying to paint the liIy. As He 
stood before the sea of hungry and up
turned faces, His magnetic personality, 
His radiance, His penetrating potency, 
the power of His inspiration, the very 
purity of His life, and the great under
standing compassionate love, made an 
impression upon His listeners that they 
can never forget. 

Because in 1912 racial prejudice and 

'Abdu'I-Balui cradles one of His 
younger admirers while visiting Chi-

hatred were very intense and because 
of the outstanding historical work that 
Miss Addams had achieved, 'Abdu'l
Baha spoke of the races being like 
many varieties of flowers in one gar
den, all adding to the fragrance and 
beauty of the garden. He spoke of the 
benefits to be derived by all humanity 
when universal peace and racial amity 
have spread over the earth. This de
pends upon the spirit and intelligence 
of man. The basis for the establish
ment of world peace and the amity of 
man cannot be based upon color, but 
only upon noble qUalities. With an al
most overwhelming power, 'Abdu'l
BaM declared, "The standard can be 
no other than the divine virtues which 
are revealed in him. Therefore, every 
man imbued with divine qualities, who 
reflects heavenly moralities and perfec
tions, who is the expression of ideal 
and praiseworthy attributes, is verily in 
the image and likeness of God . . . a 
divine station which is not sacrificed by 
the mere accident of color. " 

'Abdu'l-Baha at the close of the 
meeting in Hull House went out into 

cago's Lincoln Park in May 1912. 

the dingy crowded street, mingled with 
the little children and the underpriv
ileged poor, and gave to them freely 
from a bagful of coins, with many 
kindly words of encouragement, sym
pathy, love and hope, which bright
ened the eyes, strengthened the courage 
and uplifted the faith and hope of all 
who met Him. 

'Abdu'I-BaM expressed His pleasure 
at meeting Miss Jane Addams because 
she was serving mankind. According to 
His own words, He was chosen by His 
Father, Baha'u'llllh (the Glory of God) 
to be the Servant of humanity, and be
cause Miss Addams has devoted her 
life unreservedly to others she certainly 
reflects the beautiful light of servitude. 
One of the bounties of the Baha'i Rev
elation is that women of heavenly 
capacities can never more be hindered 
by the ancient stupid form of male su
premacy, but may rise to help in the es
tablishment of the new World Order, 
and of peace and good will to all man
kind. 

As the writer said farewell to Miss 
Addams, who was leaving on an ex
tended trip for her health, she pre
sented her with an autographed copy 
of her photograph and her book, 
Twenty Years at Hull House, and 
spoke again of being deeply impressed 
with 'Abdu'l-Baha, and with the beau
ty and spirit emanating from the Ba
ha'i Temple. She expressed the hope 
that more people would feel the great 
need and rise today to help bring amity 
permanently to the world. 

Gazing at the very building in which 
took place the historic meeting of 'Ab
du'l-Baha and Jane Addams, and in 
which 'Abdu'l-Baha had so perfectly 
voiced the note of the Oneness of Man
kind, and left His spirit like a bene
diction hovering over all, one saw pe0-

ple of all races streaming in and out of 
Hull House, honoring the founder be
fore her departure. With a deeper con
sciousness of realization, one recog
nized the fulfillment of those priceless 
words of 'Abdu'l-Baha: "Today the 
most important purpose of the King
. dom of God is the promulgation of the 
cause of Universal Peace and the prin
ciple of the Oneness of the World of 
Humanity. Whosoever rises in the ac
complishment of this pre-eminent ser
vice, the confirmation of the Holy 
Spirit will descend upon him . .. 
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Radio Baha'i 

Using appropriate energy sources 

"0 ye friends of God! Because, in 
this most momentous of ages, the Sun 
of Truth hath risen at the highest point 
of the spring equinox, and cast its rays 
on every clime, it shall kindle such 
tremulous excitement, it shall release 
such vibrations in the world of being, it 
shall stimulate such growth and devel
opment, it shall stream out with such a 
glory of light. . . that this lowly earth 
will become the Abha Kingdom, and 
this nether world the world above. " 
(Selections from the Writings of 'Ab
du'I-Baha, p. 128) 

• 
The purpose of Baha'i radio is cap

tured in this quotation from 'Abdu'l
Baha: to radiate the glad-tidings that 
the Promised One has come, to kindle 
excitement in the populace, to release 
vibrations, to stimulate growth and de
velopment in the communities it serves. 

Since Baha'i radio stations often are 
located in rural or Third World envi
ronments far from easy access to the 
technical assistance, telephones, water 
and power lines that are available to 
most commercial operations, they are 
presented with technical challenges dis
tinct in many ways from those encoun-

This article, "Baha'i Radio and Ap
propriate Technology, " was written by 
K. Dean Stephens, who in his capacity 
since 1974 as technical adviser to the 
Audio-Visual Department of the Uni
versal House of Justice has been in
volved in the planning, engineering and 
installation of every Baha'i radio sta
tion in the world to the present date. 
Mr. Stephens coordinated the broad
cost division of CIRBAL from 1982 
until that institution's merger with the 
International Baha'i Audio- Visual 
Centre in 1986, and is presently a 
member of the IBA VC executive com
mittee and special consultant to the 
World Centre's Office of Social and 
Economic Development. 
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A rear view of the radio (left) and 
energy supply buildings for Radio Ba
ha'i del Lago Titicaca in Chucuito, 
Peru. In the foreground is the new sta-

tered by broadcasters in urban and de
veloped locales. Even where available, 
electrical energy is all too often un
stable and erratic in supply. Conven
tional remedies such as substation con
nection to high-voltage transmission 
lines are inordinately expensive, while 
the budgets of Baha'i stations are 
usually quite restrictive. These chal
lenges exist to a greater or lesser extent 
at every Baha'i radio complex in the 
developing world, with solutions con
stantly being sought and incorporated 
into their operations. 
Alternate energy for Baha'i radio sta
tions 

Panama. Commercial electricity is 
available but intermittent at the prin
cipal Radio Baha'i transmission site in 
Boca del Monte, and totally lacking at 
the remote studio at the Guaymi Indian 
Cultural Center in Soloy. However, 
Panama receives more than ample sun
light even during the rainy season, 

tion tower and antenna tuning unit. 
The energy building houses a diesel 
generator and wind-charged battery 
bank. 

making the station an ideal candidate 
for solar power. 

At the 1 kW radio complex at Boca 
del Monte, six 30-watt solar panels are 
mounted on the roof, constantly charg
ing a bank of heavy-duty six-volt bat
teries in series during daylight hours. 
One 12-volt tap from the battery bank 
is wired to a DC studio unit that in
cludes turntables, mixer, microphones 
and cassette players. Eighteen- and 30-
volt taps from the battery banks power 
a 25-watt standby transmitter which 
backs the 1 kW unit in the event of 
power failure. Battery taps are similar
ly available for emergency and security 
lighting, fans, and small tools and ap
pliances. During periods of normal 
mains power, 12-volt lighting and ven
tilation is used for operations and se
curity, keeping the batteries from over
charging. 

The studio at Soloy is in the heart of 
the Guaymi reserve, a gruelling two-
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The following. courtesy of the International Baha'I' A udio- Visual Centre. 
is an up-to-date listing of existing Baha'l'radio operations: 

• 
Radio Baha'I' del Ecuador. Call letters: HCRNI. Frequencies: 1420 kHz 

medium wave, AM; 3 kW power; transmitter in Cajas; broadcasting 3:30 
a.m. to 7 p.m. in Quechua and Spanish; on the air, October 1977. 4990 kHz 
short wave, AM; 1 kW power; transmitter in Cuicocha; broadcasting 5 to 
11 p.m. in Spanish; on the air, July 9, 1979. Address: Radio Baha'i del 
Ecuador, Apartado 14, Otavalo, Ecuador (main studios in Otavalo). 

Radio Baha'i del Lago Titicaca, Peru. Call letters: OBX7S. Frequency: 
890 kHz medium wave, AM; 1 kW power; transmitter and studios in Chu
cuito; broadcasting 4:30 to 10:30 a.m. in Aymara, Quechua and Spanish; 
on the air, July 9,1982. Address: Radio Baha'i del Lago Titicaca, Apartado 
299, Puno, Peru (with an office in Puno). 

Radio Baha'I' de Bolivia. Call letters: CP-220. Frequency: 1010 kHz 
medium wave, AM; 1 kW power; transmitter and studios in Caracollo; 
broadcasting 5 to 10 a.m. in Quechua, Spanish and Aymara; on the air, 
March 30, 1984. Address: Radio Baha'i de Bolivia, Casilla 1019, Oruro, 
Bolivia. 

WLGI Radio Baha'i USA. Call letters: WLGI. Frequency: 90.9 mHz, 
medium wave, FM; 50 kW power; transmitter and studios in Hemingway, 
South Carolina; broadcasting 12 hours per day in English; on the air, May 
23, 1984. Address: WLGI-Radio Baha'i, Route 2, Box 69, Hemingway, 
SC 29954, U.S.A. 

Radio Baha'i Panama. Call letters: HOI-417. Frequency: 1300 kHz 
medium wave, AM, with STL link planned to the Guaymi Cultural Centre 
in Soloy; 1 kW power; transmitter and main studios in Boca del Monte, 
Chiriqui Province; broadcasting 5 a.m. to noon and 2 to 7 p.m. in Spanish 
and Guaymi; on the air, January 1986. Address: Radio Baha'i de Panama, 
Apartado 1187, David, Chiriqui, Republic of Panama. 

Radio Baha'I' Chile. Call letters: CC-116. Frequency: 1160 kHz medium 
wave, AM; 1 kW (daytime), .25 kW (nighttime) power; transmitter and stu
dios in Labranza; broadcasting on a limited schedule in Spanish and Ma
puche; on the air, November 12, 1986. Address: Radio Baha'i de Chile, 
Casilla 56-0, Temuco, Chile. 

Radio Baha'i Liberia. Call letters: ELRB. Frequency: 990 kHz medium 
wave, AM; 5 kW (directional signal) power; broadcasting, not yet begun, to 
be in English. Address: Radio Baha'i Liberia, ELRB, c/o Bill Frank 
Enoanyi, manager, Box 0191, Paynesville, Liberia. 

Note: The Ecuador short-wave station and the stations in Peru, Bolivia, 
the U.S. and Panama are al/licensedfor unlimited 24-hour-a-day program
ming. 

hour drive into the mountains north of 
Boca del Monte. A diesel generator 
normally powers the cultural center 
complex, but the radio studio, an im
portant on-air element of Radio Baha'i 
de Panama, is equipped with a solar
charged battery back-up system as 
well. The cost of the entire alternate 
energy package including seven solar 
panels, a standby transmitter, two 
DC studios, fans and lighting was re
markably reasonable, amounting to 
less than $3,000 (excluding shipping 
and duties). Batteries were purchased 
locally. 

Considering that solar panels have 
an average life-span of 20 years, the 
transmitter at least 10, and studio 
equipment and batteries up to five 
years, the investment is readily justi
fied: in the lowered annual costs of 
electricity, in the many services so 
cheaply and efficiently provided by the 
system, and in having power available 
when it is absent from the mains. 

Peru. 1 kW Radio Baha'i del Lago 
Titicaca has thus far been out of the 
reach of commercial power, and nor
mally relies on a 7 kW diesel generator 
for electricity. Around the station are 

five other buildings including a teach
ing institute, dormitories, two cottages 
for staff, and a generator enclosure . 
All are wired with 12-volt fluorescent 
lighting IlXtures, receiving energy from 
a bank of 18 batteries charged by a 2 
kW wind generator which harnesses 
the morning and evening air currents 
that blow across Lake Titicaca. 

In the event of generator failure, the 
battery bank can power a l00-watt 
standby transmitter for a 6-8 hour 
broadcast day for a week, or can in
definitely maintain a reduced schedule 
from the wind charge. When the sta
tion is not on the air, the diesel gen
erator is shut down to conserve fuel. 
Then all power for indoor and security 
lighting, studio equipment and small 
tools is supplied by the wind-charged 
battery bank. 

Another example of appropriate 
technology in action at the station is a 
unique antenna featuring a grounded, 
half-size (40-meter) tower with "hot" 
guy wires. The antenna not only costs a 
fraction of its conventional 80-meter, 
base-insulated counterpart, but per
forms superbly as well in the lake en
vironment, penetrating to communities 
on the Bolivian far shores of Lake Titi
caca with strength and clarity rivaling 
nearby 5 kW stations. 

Bolivia and Ecuador. Baha'i radio 
stations in Bolivia and Ecuador have 
solar water heaters installed, and alter
nate energy systems are planned for the 
near future around photovoltaics and 
battery banks similar to the one in op
eration in Panama. 

Liberia. To date, the most ambitious 
alternate energy undertaking has just 
come on line in Africa, at 5 kW Radio 
Baha'i Liberia near the capital city, 
Monrovia. Commercial power exists in 
the area, but it is intermittent, and off 
more than on toward the end of the dry 
season when the hydroelectric reserves 
run short. On the other hand, the dry 
season is a period of maximum sun
shine in Liberia, making solar energy a 
logical choice for standby power. On 
site, 10 solar panels of 36 watts each 
charge a similar number of heavy-duty 
batteries connected variously to pro
vide 70 volts DC to a 400-watt emer
gency transmitter, 12 volts to a DC 
studio complex, and other lines for 
lighting and ventilation throughout the 
facility. At the time of ELRB's first 
transmission, on December 5, 1986, a 
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Liberian government official remarked 
that the station would probably serve 
as a model of alternate energy utiliza
tion for all of West Africa. 
Baha'i Media Training Centre exploits 
solar power 

"Man makes nature his servant; har
nesses the mighty energy of electricity 
for instance and imprisons it in a small 
lamp for his uses and convenience. He 
speaks from the east to the west 
through a wire. He is able to store and 
preserve his voice in a phonograph . . . 
('Abdu'l-Baha, Baha'i World Faith, p. 

236) 

Puerto Rico's Amoz Gibson Train
ing Centre for Baha'i Media (see Ba
ha'i News, December 1986) is a show
case of appropriate technology. Solar 
panel and battery systems provide 
lighting for every building. The main 
classroom is ventilated by a ceiling fan 
connected directly to a solar panel; the 
darkroom uses an extractor fan that is 
similarly connected. The result is that 
more sunshine moves more air, which 
circulates automatically throughout 
the building, keeping laboratory and 

studio equipment dry and safe. Solar
lighted medicine cabinets in dormitory 
bathrooms provide 12-volt receptacles 
for shavers and hair dryers. The entire 
campus uses 12-volt table fans, vac
uum cleaners, polishers, and even bug 
lights on occasion. 

Two houses at the Centre provide 
living quarters for the host and care
taker families. Both are filled with 
solar energy devices: for lighting, water 
heating, ventilation, two-way commu
nication, and a bevy of appliances for 
entertainment and the kitchen. The 
computer in the school's office is 100 
percent isolated from the unstable 
power mains in the area, running in
stead from a battery and inverter sup
ply. The refrigerator in the caretakers' 
cottage is connected both to lIS-volt 
AC mains and the 12-volt solar
charged system, automatically switch
ing to DC in the event that commercial 
power is reduced or cut off. Lighting 
and office fans, as well as various 
power tools in the adjacent electronics 
laboratory, receive DC power from the 
same source. Since the installation of 
alternate energy systems at the Amoz 
Gibson Centre, the monthly cost of 
electricity for the whole complex-two 
family residences, classroom, labora
tories, dorms and dining area-has 
dropped below the former cost for a 
single dwelling. 

Energy-independent village radio 
Developed and ready for field testing 

is a solar-charged, battery-powered 
radio broadcast station for local com
munity service including a 3- to 5-watt 
transmitter with a range of 5-10 miles, 
depending on terrain and frequency. 
The package comes complete with a 
12-volt studio that features two DC 
servo turntables, two cassette players, 
table and floor microphones, headsets, 
and a five-channel mixer. Also includ
ed are antenna wire and tuning unit, 
battery cables, spare parts, and port
able cassette recorders for interviewing 
and gathering news of community in
terest, music, and folklore indigenous 
to the area. Village radio's power 
source is a single solar panel, typically 
rated between 20 and 40 watts, de
pending on local weather and desired 

,,,",, broadcast schedule. 
Radio receivers in the countryside 

A view of Radio Baha'{ del Lago Titi- on the wall runs from a battery bank can also be solar-charged. This is es
caca's on-air control room. The light charged by wind energy. pecially important in areas where bat-
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leries are either unavailable or pro
hibitively expensive, since a one-time 
investment in a radio including solar 
panel and rechargeable cells may yield 
five to 10 years of trouble-free listen
ing. The advent of integrated circuits 
has made possible high-quality, low
cost radio receivers requiring minimal 
drain on the battery supply. 
Future directions 

The next phase is already commenc
ing: to extend the benefits of approp
riate technology to the communities 
served by Baha'i radio stations and 
further afield around the world. Solar 
energy, particularly, can be used sim
ply and economically to bring lighting, 
communications and other vital devel
opment tools to vast areas that hardly 
dare to hope for such miracles. Work 
continues on simple and reliable power 
systems that are cost-effective, with 
first installations targeted for schools 
and community centers. Cottage indus
try will be fomented by the availability 
of hardy sewing machines and power 
tools, a number of which are being 
tested at the Amoz Gibson Centre. 

Using the Baha'i writings as our 
guide, we see that the prime purpose of 
science and technology should be the 
betterment of the human race, so that 
all humanity might enjoy the many 
benefits this world has to offer. Using 
and making available to others tech
nologies appropriate to the needs and 
conditions of communities hitherto de
prived of them is a living demonstra
tion of Baha'i ideals. 

"According to natural law, night is a 
period of darkness and obscurity, but 
man by utilizing the power of elec
tricity . . . overcomes the darkness 
and dispels the gloom. . . . II 

"God has confe"ed upon and added 
to man a distinctive power, the faculty 
of intellectual investigation into the 
secrets of creation, the acquisition of 
higher knowledge, the greatest virtue 
of which is scientific enlightenment. 
This endowment is the most praise
worthy power of man, for through its 
employment and exercise, the better
ment of the human race is accomp
lished, the development of the virtues 
of mankind is made possible and the 
spirit and mysteries of God become 
manifest." ('Abdu'l-Baha, Baha'I 
World Faith, pp. 243-44) 

A brief look at three most recent 
Baha'i radio stations in the world 

Panama. On January 29, 1986, Radio Baha'i Panama began broadcast
ing from Boca del Monte in Panama's Chiriqui Province, gradually ex
tending its broadcast day to its present 12 hours, 5 a.m. to noon and 2 to 7 
p.m. Broadcasts are in Spanish and Guaymi, with plans eventually to link 
the main transmitter to the Guaymi Cultural Center in Boca de Soloy. 

Since the inaugural broadcast, programming has continued to evolve as 
the staff determines what works best. By June, a six-hour daily schedule 
listed programs of typical Panamanian music; a children's program in 
Spanish; a Baha'i program with Baha'i songs, spots and news; several music 
programs including international music with spots on unity; and programs 
of instrumental, popular, indigenous and inspirational music from around 
the world. Over the past several months, the staff has been consulting about 
the development of programming including children's programs and social 
service programs. 

By September, when the station began broadcasting 12 hours a day, it ap
peared that the program "EI Mundo y Su Musica," a program of interna
tional music, had become a favorite among the Latin listeners while the in
ternational indigenous music program was the Guaymi audience's choice. 
Programs on health, agriculture and education were being planned, with 
contacts made with local experts in these fields. A few mini-dramas had 
been produced, and agricultural programs from the Developing Countries 
Farm Radio' Network, headquartered in Canada, were being broadcast. 
During September, one of the staff members, a well-known Panamanian 
distance runner, organized a race in honor of Peace Day including T-shirts 
reading "Radio Baha'i" and trophies for the winners. The event served to 
increase the station's prestige. 

One of the most important goals of Radio Baha'i is to increase the 
number of staff field trips and remote recording of events and interviews. 
During 1987 there will be greater collaboration with the Guaymi Cultural 
Center in Soloy which will also provide the station with programming. 

Liberia. The first African Baha'i radio station successfully broadcast its 
Irrst test signal on December 5, 1986, with two government ministries rep
resented. The new Baha'i station opens a remarkable new chapter in Baha'i 
broadcasting as the potential listening audience is enormous with more than 
a million people in the nearby capital city of Monrovia and the listening 
area and few competing stations. 

Chile. Broadcasting began on a limited basis on November 12, 1986, with 
the station's official inauguration on December 20. Its opening marks the 
successful conclusion of five years of hard work by the Baha'is in Chile to 
lay the groundwork for this, the most recent Baha'i radio station to go on 
the air. Radio Baha'i Chile completes a chain of four Baha'i stations ex
tending along the Andes in South America. 

This brief look at the three most recent Baha'I radio stations is reprinted 
from the Newsletter of the International Baha'I Audio-Visual Centre, 
volume 2, number 2 (January 1987). 
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Book review 

'The Secret of Divine Civilization' 

The Secret of Divine Civilization 
'Abdu'l-Baha, author; translated b; 
M~zieh Gail .. Baha'i Publishing Trust, 
Wilmette, IllInois, 1957; 116 pages, 
hardback. 

• 
"The happiness and pride of a na

tion consist in this, that it should shine 
out like the sun in the high heaven of 
knowledge" (p. 2). This was 'Abdu'l
Baha's hope for his native Persia, that 
it should shine with wisdom as it had in 
earlier ages. Seeing Persia as it was in 
1875, fast in a "drunken sleep," the 
"object of pity, deplored by all na
tions" (p. 8), the young 'Abdu'l-Baha 
addressed The Secret of Divine Civili
zation to the Shah and people of Persia 
anonymously, with one purpose, He 
said, "to promote the general welfare" 
(p. 6). He called upon all to join Him 
in this effort: 

"We must now highly resolve to 
arise and lay hold on all those instru
mentalities that promote the peace and 
well-being and happiness, the knowl
edge, culture and industry, the dignity, 
value and station, of the entire human 
race. Thus, through the restoring 
waters of pure intention and unselfish 
effort, the earth of human potentiali
ties will blossom with its own latent ex
cellence and flower into praiseworthy 
qualities, and bear and flourish until it 
comes to rival that rose garden of 
knowledge which belonged to our fore
fathers." (p. 4) 

'Abdu'l-Baha emphasized the need 
for good government so that a back
ward nation might become advanced, 
an ignorant people enlightened, an im
poverished country wealthy. He prais
ed the Shah for forming Persia's first 

This review by Barbara Casterline of 
'Abdu'/-Bahti's book, The Secret of 
Divine Civilization, is reprinted from 
Baha'i News No 497 (September 1972), 
pp.12-13. 
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'We must now highly resolve to 
arise and lay hold on all those in
strumentalities that promote the 
peace and well-being and happi
ness, the knowledge, culture and 
industry, the dignity, value and 
station, of the entire human 
race.' 

parliament "by the grace of God and 
the spiritual influence of His universal 
manifestation" (p. 10), but warned 
that great results cannot be expected 
from legislatures and parliaments un
less the members are qualified. The 
members of "assemblies of consulta
tion" (p. 17) must, He said, be both 
right-minded and knowledgeable: 

"First, the elected members must be 
righteous, God-fearing, high-minded 
incorruptible. Second, they must b; 
fully cognizant, in every particular of 
the laws of God, informed as to the 
highest principles of law, versed in the 
rules which govern the management of 
internal affairs and the conduct of for
eign relations, skilled in the useful arts 
of civilization, and content with their 
lawful emoluments." (p. 17) 

And lest we despair of ever finding 
such members, 'Abdu'l-Baha assures 
us that they would not be impossible to 
find. 

As the legislature depends upon 
learned men (p. 37), 'Abdu'l-Baha 
spends the greater part of His book de
scribing the learned man (pp. 33-105). 
So this book will surely be one of those 
we shall turn to when it comes to the 
setting up of Baha'i universities for the 
training of future leaders of society
the members of "assemblies of consul
tation." 

In outlining His topic, 'Abdu'l-Baha 
turned to one of the authoritative ut-

terances of Muhammad, which states: 
"As for him who is one of the learned: 
he must guard himself, defend his 
faith, oppose his passions and obey the 
commandments of his Lord." (p. 34) 
He then expounded each of the points 
in turn. 

First, to "guard oneself," He said, 
does not mean to avoid tests, as the 
prophets and saints have never done 
so, but to acquire the attributes of 
spiritUal and material perfection (pp. 
34-35). 

Second, to "defend one's faith," He 
said, does not mean only to observe its 
forms but to promote it throughout the 
world. 

Third, in calling upon leaders to 
"oppose their passions," He pointed 
to "the supreme desire" of the govern
ments of His day to "conquer and 
crush one another" (p. 61), so that op
posing this passion would be to seek 
wholeheartedly for peace (p. 64). 

Fourth, "obedience to the com
mandments of the Lord" is the very 
cause, He said, of "the progress, 
achievement, and happiness of man. " 
(p. 71) 

"It is certain that the greatest of in
strumentalities for achieving the ad
vancement and the glory of man, the 
supreme agency for the enlightenment 
and the redemption of the world, is 
love and fellowship and unity among 
all the members of the human race. 
Nothing can be effected in the world, 
not even conceivably, without unity 
and agreement, and the perfect means 
for engendering fellowship and union 
is true religion." (p. 73) 

He then showed what great changes 
took place in western culture as the 
result of the revelations of Jesus and 
later Muhammad, and alluded to the 
new revelation of Baha'u'lllih by an
nouncing to the people of Persia, "The 
winds of the true springtide are passing 



over you. . . the dawn star is shin-
ing ... the sea of might is swell-
ing .... " (pp. 104-105) 

Returning to the first requirement of 
the truly learned, that of acquiring the 
attributes of spiritual and material 
perfection, we see what high standards 
'Abdu'l-Baha has set. Among the attri
butes of perfection, He said, are learn
ing and the cultural attainments of the 
mind; justice and impartiality-regard
ing humanity as a single individual; 
arising with complete sincerity and pu
rity of purpose to educate the masses; 
fearing God; loving God by loving His 
servants; the exercise of mildness and 
forbearance and calm; being sincere, 
amenable, clement and compassionate; 
having resolution and courage; trust
worthiness and energy, striving and 
struggle; being generous, loyal, with
out· malice; having zeal and a sense of 
honor; being high-minded and mag
nanimous, and having regard for the 
rights of others. "Whoever is lacking 
in these excellent human qualities is 
defective," He said. (pp. 35-40) 

Of all these attributes, 'Abdu'l-Baha 
gives learning first and foremost. Sup
pose a member of any consultative 
body wanted to follow His advice and 
acquire "learning and the cultural at
tainments of the mind," what would 
he need to know? 'Abdu'l-Baha spelled 
out a complete curriculum: 

". . . This eminent station is achiev
ed when the individual combines in 
himself a thorough knowledge of those 
complex and transcendental realities 
pertaining to God, of the fundamental 
truths of Qur'amc political and relig
ious law, of the contents of the sacred 
Scriptures of other faiths, and of those 
regulations and procedures which 
would contribute to the progress and 
civilization of this distinguished coun
try. He should in addition be informed 
as to the laws and principles, the cus
toms, conditions and manners, and the 
material and moral virtues character
izing the statecraft of other nations, 
and should be well versed in all the 
useful branches of learning of the day, 
and study the historical records of by
gone governments and peoples. For if a 
learned individual has no knowledge of 
the sacred Scriptures and the entire 
fIeld of divine and natural science, of 
religious jurisprudence and the arts of 
government and the varied learning of 
the time and the great events of his-

tory, he might prove unequal to an 
emergency, and this is inconsistent 
with the necessary qualification of 
comprehensive knowledge." (pp. 35-
36) 

But where are we to find the "com
prehensively learned individual"? 
Even 'Abdu'l-Baha said they were 
"hard to come by" (p. 37). His solu
tion, until such time as comprehensive 
education is a fact, is to form a body of 
scholars, "the various groups of whose 
membership would each be expert in 
one of the aforementioned branches of 
knowledge. This body should with the 
greatest energy and vigor deliberate as 
to all present and future requirements, 
and bring about equilibrium and or
der." (p. 37) 

By this means can the reforms badly 
needed in each country be brought 
about. 'Abdu'l-Baha listed many of 
those needed by Persia of His time: a 
definite procedure for the settlement of 
disputes so that decisions would not be 
appealed from one court to another in
terminably, a limit to the authority of 
provincial governors so that they could 
not hand out death sentences at will, 
the elimination of bribery, and so on. 
He urged that Persians not be afraid to 
tryout foreign ideas, even though 
those ideas might come from people 
the Persians considered infidels. The 
important thing, He said, is the results: 

"If the country were built up, the 
roads repaired, the lot of the helpless 
improved by various means, the poor 
rehabilitated, the masses set on the 

Vanuatu 

Ati George Sokomanu (right), the pres
ident of Vanuatu, receives a copy of 
<The Promise of World Peace' from 

path to progr~s, the revenues of public 
wealth increased, the scope of educa
tion widened, the government properly 
organized, and the free exercise of the 
individual's rights, and the security of 
his person and property, his dignity 
and good name, assured ... " (p. 115) 

A glittering culture is not the goal of 
all this striving and change, for civiliza
tion is only the means to an end. The 
end is human happiness. "The primary 
purpose, the basic objective," said 
'Abdu'l-Baha, "in laying down power
ful laws and setting up great principles 
and institutions dealing with every as
pect of civilization, is human happi
ness." (p. 60) And what is human hap
piness? He said, " ... Human happi
ness consists only in drawing closer to 
the Threshold of Almighty God, and in 
securing the peace and well-being of 
every individual member, high and low 
alike, of the human race. . . ." (p. 60) 

And the greatest blessing for an in
dividual is "that he should become the 
cause of the education, the develop
ment, the prosperity and honor of his 
fellow-creatures." (p. 103) 

"The highest righteousness of all is 
for blessed souls to take hold of the 
hands of the helpless and deliver them 
out of their ignorance and abasement 
and poverty, and with pure motives, 
and only for the sake of God, to arise 
and energetically devote themselves to 
the service of the masses, forgetting 
their own worldly advantage and work
ing only to serve the general good." (p. 
103) 

Alick Soalo, chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Vanuatu. 
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India 

Reaching out in Panchgani 

International teaching teams spread 
out all over India to join local Baha'i
sponsored projects following the dedi
cation last December of the Baha'i 
House of Worship in New Delhi. 

One such team, composed of Baha'is 
from Canada, New Zealand and the 
United States, joined local Baha'is for 
a 19-day village consolidation project 
in January sponsored by the Spiritual 
Assembly of Panchgani, Maharashtra 
State, which has helped in the election 
of some 45 village Assemblies. 

Panchgani, a lovely hill station not 
far from Bombay, was built by the 
British in 1885. The cool, clear 
4,OOO-foot location, nestled in a forest 
of mango, coral, silver oak, silk-cotton 
and jacaranda trees above the Krishna 
River, was chosen as an ideal location 
to build a school in which to educate 
the children of British colonial officers 
from Surat and Bombay. 

Today, Panchgani is the site of nine 
schools including the Baha'i Faith's 
New Era International School, estab
lished in 1945 with the blessings of the 
beloved Guardian. When Ridvan Kha
num Mobedzadeh brought 16 students 
to Panchgani to establish the first in
ternational Baha'i school more than 42 
years ago, there were few buildings, 
teachers or students. Today, the 
school's 30-acre campus includes four 
girls' and four boys' dormitories and a 
large classroom building with science 
laboratories and a spacious library. 

A Baha'i Academy has also been es
tablished at Panchgani; in the future it 
will evolve into a university. A number 
of Baha'i communities exist among the 
many clean, well-tended agricultural 
villages one can see in the valleys some 
4,000 feet below the hill station. In 
some of these villages, the entire pop
UJation is Baha'i. 

Visiting Baha'is were invited to join 
the local believers to wind down the 
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hillside on curving dirt roads in a "Ba
ha'i Jeep." At each stop, the Baha'is 
visited the friends and Assemblies in 
the village, helping with the consolida
tion of Murati-speaking Baha'is. One 
such teaching team consisted of a Mu
rati-speaking teacher from Panchgani, 
Govind Kasurde, and his two boys, 
Prakash and Sandeep; the Jeep driver, 
Anna Jankar; two Canadians, Riel and 
Elizabeth Aubichon; two New Zea
landers, Ester Pearson and Roger 
Heathley; and an American, Dorothy 
Lee Hansen. As the red sun set over the 
village of Mahanjar, the team arrived 
to greet their Baha'i brothers and sis
ters who had returned to their homes 
after a day's work in the fields. 

As Riel Aubichon, a Metis Indian 
from Saskatchewan, began to play the 
fiddle, more and more friends gathered 
for prayers and songs, and to see post
ers and calendar pictures of the mag
nificent "Lotus of Bahapur" in New 
Delhi. The villagers expressed great 
pride and joy on seeing the first photo
graphs of their Baha'i House of Wor
ship for the subcontinent of India. 
They listened intently, seated in the 
twilight on the earthen floor in the 
front of a local Assembly member's 
home, as Govind Kasurde related 
stories of the great gathering of more 
than 8,000 Baha'is in New Delhi and 
reiterated some of the Baha'i teach
ings. 

For many of the villagers, the visit 
was their first with their brothers and 
sisters from the West. None had heard 
Texas, Canadian or bluegrass fiddle 
music before, and all were especially 
delighted when, after they had sung 
Murati songs for their guests, Riel 
picked up their melodies and played 
them on his fiddle. Meanwhile, Dor
othy Hansen told them through their 
interpreter of the high praise Baha'
u'llab had given to the arts, and ex-

plained that their music, weaving, 
basket-making and other crafts held a 
high status in the Kingdom of God, 
having been raised in this new age to 
the station of worship when performed 
in the spirit of service to humanity. 

As night fell, fond farewells were 
said and the Jeep bounced off through 
the darkness to the next village, Ghode 
Parot, which had no electricity, only 
small oil lamps in each thatch-roofed 
home. As team members picked their 
way down the dark, rocky footpath to 
a cleared earthen courtyard, about 40 
children gathered to hear Riel Aubi
chon play his fiddle in the darkness, 
broken only by a single light. None of 
the children had seen a violin before, 
and as Ester Pearson shined a flash
light on the instrument, they were 
wide-eyed and attentive. Their teacher, 
Mrs. Sadhar, a young mother who was 
trained at the Baha'i Institute in 
Panchgani, holds Baha'i children's 
classes every day. As she softly called 
the name of a song or prayer, the chil
dren responded in unison, reciting the 
words from memory. One of their 
songs, the words of which were trans
lated as "Baha'u'llab is so great He 
can tum a stone into a flower," re
ferred to the new lotus-shaped Temple 
in New Delhi. 

As the children were told of the high 
station Baha'u'llab has conferred on 
the work of a teacher, mothers and 
other adults listened from doorways. 
The visitors sat in the moonlight on 
woven mats spread by young boys, and 
everyone was pleased when Elizabeth 
Aubichon and Roger Heathley brought 
out their cameras for picture-taking. 

At last it was time to go, and team 
members climbed aboard the Jeep to 
head for their next stop, feeling greatly 
blessed to have had the opportunity to 
meet some of their Baha'i family in the 
villages of India.-Dorothy Hansen 

---



World Centre 

Statistical update 
Information supplied by the Department of Statistics at the Baha'i World Centre. 

Worldwide recognition of Baba'i Holy Days 

The Universal House of Justice has clarified that this goal is considered to be achieved when "a government department 
or office issues a document stating that, on one or more of the Baha'i Holy Days, Baha'i employees have the right to be ex
cused from work, and/or Baha'i students are permitted to absent themselves from school, and/or institutions owned and 
entirely controlled by Baha'is may close on the nine specified days." At present, the following 68 National Assemblies (46 
per cent of the total) have attained recognition of Baha'i Holy Days. In some countries, this has been achieved on a national 
basis, in others on a state or provincial basis, and in others by local or district school boards or local governments. In most 
cases the permission applies to school children and/or government employees. In other cases, students or employees have 
been permitted to absent themselves from school or work without penalty, although there is no official documentation of 
this right. 
AFRICA ASIA 

Bophuthatswana Jun84 Bangladesh Jul75 
Ethiopia Mar 73 Hong Kong Mar 73 
Ghana Aug 72 India Jun68 
Kenya Mar 66 Korea Mar 73 
Liberia Dec 71 Laos Apr 73 
Malawi Oct 83 Lebanon Nov 72 
Mauritius May 72 Malaysia Aug 69 
Namibia Aug 72 Pakistan Mar 73 
Seychelles Nov 72 Philippines Jun70 
Swaziland Mar 73 Singapore Dec 72 
Tanzania Jan 67 Taiwan Apr 73 
Uganda Sep73 Thailand May 72 
Zambia Apr 73 
Zimbabwe Oct 82 AUSTRALASIA 

Australia Aug 57 
AMERICAS Fiji Feb 72 

Alaska Jan 64 Hawaii May 71 
Argentina Sep68 New Zealand Jun59 
Barbados Feb 74 Papua New Guinea Jun72 
Belize Aug 68 Samoa Apr 73 
Bolivia Jul71 Solomon Islands Jul72 
Brazil Jun 73 Tonga Mar 73 
Canada Jul67 
Chile Sep81 EUROPE 
Colombia Oct 72 Denmark Feb 74 
Costa Rica Oct 72 Finland Oct 66 
Dominican Republic May 72 Germany Apr 73 
Guatemala Mar 71 Greece Jan 68 
Guyana Jan 58 Iceland Nov 66 
Jamaica Feb 73 Ireland Dec 79 
Panama Aug 62 Luxembourg Sep68 
Paraguay Mar 69 Netherlands Mar 73 
Peru Apr 67 Spain Mar 73 
Puerto Rico Jun70 Sweden Apr 73 
Trinidad and Tobago Jul70 Switzerland Jun67 
United States Apr 70 United Kingdom Feb 73 
Venezuela Apr 73 
Virgin Islands Apr 73 
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The world 

Australia's Governor-General visits 

Last October 19, His Excellency Sir 
Ninian Stephen, the governor-general 
of Australia, and Lady Stephen attend
ed a service at the Baha'i House of 
Worship in Sydney marking the Inter
national Year of Peace. 

Sir Ninian and his wife were escorted 
into the House of Worship by the 
Hand of the Cause of God Collis 
Featherstone and his wife, Madge. 
Also present were Counsellor Joy 
Stephenson and all members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Australia. 

The spiritual atmosphere of the oc
casion prompted one distinguished 
guest to write, "I felt that only in 
heaven would I enjoy such peace and 
beauty." 

Simultaneously, a special program 
for some 200 children took place in a 

Luxembourg 

Archbishop Jean Hengen of Luxem
bourg (second from right) is shown as 
he received a copy of the peace state
ment <The Promise of World Peace' 
last May 23 from a delegation of Ba-
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marquee on the Temple grounds. After 
the service, the children formed an 
honor guard along the walk from the 
Temple for the governor-general's par
ty. Sir Ninian and Lady Stephen took 
25 minutes to walk the short distance 
from the House of Worship to their 
car, stopping to speak to each one of 
the 200 children. 

The service was video taped for the 
National Spiritual Assembly by a pro
fessional crew. Two newspapers, the 
Sydney Morning Herald and the Manly 
Daily, sent photographers to the ser
vice, which resulted in highly encour
aging publicity. 

• 
In Geelong, Victoria, a "small but 

dedicated" group of Baha'is presented 
a varied program last October 24-26 in 

hd'{s representing the National Spir
itual Assembly of Luxembourg. Pic
tured with the Archbishop are (left to 
right) Robert Bontemps, Mrs. Berty 
Schoos and Faramarz Khabirpour. 

support of the International Year of 
Peace. 

The event was opened Friday even
ing by the mayor of Geelong at a "Peo
ple of the World Concert," and was 
closed two evenings later with an inter
faith service attended by 400 people 
from many religious backgrounds. 

Some 200 organizations contributed 
to the success of the exposition which 
included conferences, ethnic dances 
and various displays and was hailed as 
one of Geelong's most outstanding 
events ever. 

• 
More than 1,000 people took part in 

a Peace Festival last October 11-12 in 
Caboolture, Queensland, Australia, 
which was co-sponsored by Baha'is 
and several national and local organi
zations. 

The wide variety of events included 
open-air entertainment, an art exhibit 
on peace, an Aboriginal pavilion with 
artifacts from an anthropology mu
seum, video presentations of Corro
boree and Aboriginal culture, story
tellers recounting traditional legends, 
and craftsmen who demonstrated the 
making of artifacts. 

More than 100 groups were invited 
to provide displays on aspects of peace. 

Germany 
Mainz, West Germany, is the sister 

city of Haifa, Israel. A celebration of 
that relationship was sponsored last 
September 17 by the Baha'i community 
of Mainz in the "Haifa Room" of the 
city hall. 

Eighty people gathered to hear Prof. 
Manfred Harder, a former president of 
the University of Mainz, outline the 
history of the Mainz-Haifa partner
ship, and to see a slide presentation 
about the Holy Land. 



Colombia 
A slide program based on the Uni

versal House of Justice's peace state
ment has been shown to about 5,000 
students and teachers in 17 primary 
and secondary schools in the Depart
ments of Cesar, JaGuajira, Valle, San
tander and Caldas, Colombia. 

The program was conceived as a 
deepening tool for Baha'is, but its use 
as a teaching aid was discovered when 
a group of Baha'is in a teaching cam
paign decided to present it at a school. 
It was well-received, and its successful 
use has continued . 

• 
Two Baha'is from the Touba tribe in 

Argentina were among the 27 students 
from five countries who attended a ses
sion of the Ruhi Institute in Puerto Te
jada, Colombia, which began last Sep
tember 7. The Institute is a tutorial 
school which trains tutors. 

Other countries represented at the 
September session were Panama, Peru 
and the United States . 

• 
In Bucaramanga, Colombia, a city 

of a quarter-million people in the 
eastern Cordillera of the Andes, more 
than 180 youth came to a public forum 
last October 4 entitled "Youth Can 
Move the World ... Toward Peace." 

The conference was co-sponsored by 
the Baha'is of Bucaramanga and the 
local Scouts organization. The four 
speakers were drawn from young mem
bers of the Red Cross, the Scouts, and 
the Baha'i community. 

The Baha'i speaker, a journalism 
student, was the only woman on the 
program, which was chaired by the 
vice-chairman of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Colombia. 

The regional governor sent a cable of 
greetings, and a local newspaper car
ried a front-page article about the 
forum. 

Nigeria 
On March 3, a delegation of Baha'is 

met with the Governor's Commission 
on Information to present the peace 
statement to the governor of Lagos 
State, Nigeria. The presentation was 
covered on Lagos State television and 
radio and in the national press. 

Tonga 

Prince Tupoto'a of Tonga is pictured 
after receiving a copy of The Promise 
of World Peace' from Counsellor Lisi-

Dominica 
"The Promise of World Peace" has 

been influencing literary and musical 
works of several individuals in Domi
nica who are not Baha'is. 

His Excellency Sir Clarence Seig
noret, president of the Commonwealth 
of Dominica, in a radio message to the 
nation commemorating the Interna
tional Day of Peace last September 16, 
included in his remarks excerpts from 
the peace statement, although he did 
not refer to his source. 

A college student who wrote a peace 
song for his UNESCO club after read
ing a number of articles as background 
said he was most influenced by the 
Universal House of Justice's peace 
statement, so much so that he awoke in 
the middle of the night to compose the 
music and lyrics for his song, "We 
Need Peace." 

Another man wrote a poem entitled 
"World Peace" in which the name of 
the Universal House of Justice is men
tioned. 

• 
By mid-July of last year, a total of 

ate Maka and his Wife, Mrs. Latu 
Maka. 

3,800 copies of the Universal House of 
Justice's peace statement had been dis
tributed in Dominica. Recipients in
cluded people from nearly every walk 
of life from police officers, govern
ment officials and clergy to doctors, li
brarians, restaurant owners, union 
leaders, school teachers and students. 

An attractive quarter-page ad in The 
New Chronicle offered copies of the 
peace statement to its readers. 

On September 14, a Baha'i "peace 
train" made up of decorated trucks 
and other vehicles traveled from Ro
seau through the northern area of the 
island, stopping in six villages to sing 
songs of peace and share word of the 
coming of world peace. 

Meanwhile, an art competition on 
world peace sponsored by the National 
Spiritual Assembly was bringing en
tries from many schools on the island. 

A Baha'i spoke as part of a panel 
debate entitled "Is World Peace Pos
sible?" The debate, which was tele
vised locally, was sponsored by the 
UNESCO club of Portsmouth. 
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St. Vincent/Grenadines 

Pictured are representatives oj various 
BaM', communities who came to the 
BaM', National Centre in Kingstown, 
St. Vincent, last May to consult on 
goals oj the Six Year Plan. Seated in 
the middle oj the photo is Don Rogers 

Shown in this photograph taken in 
June 1986 are members 0/ a BaM" 
children's class in Byera, St. Vincent. 
Standing in the back row are Poram 
Dean (second from le/t), a traveling 
teacher jrom New Jersey, and Eliza-

18 May 1987/Baha'i News 

oj Canada, the new liaison Counsellor 
for St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Di
rectly behind him (with glasses) is Aux
iliary Board member Lisa Blake of St. 
Vincent. 

beth Thomas, a pioneer from the 
United States. With the help of travel
ing teachers jrom Alaska, Canada and 
the U.S., the classes are the most regu
lar children's activity in that country. 

Barbados 
A Caribbean Peace Conference held 

last October 25-26 in Christ Church 
Barbados, brought together more th~ 
200 representatives from 15 countries 
to talk about world peace. 

The conference was opened by the 
prime minister of Barbados, the Hon. 
Errol E. Barrow, who outlined his 
views on peace which included many 
Baha'i concepts. 

The Saturday session included a 
panel discussion on "The Role of Edu
cation in the Development of World 
Peace, " moderated by Counsellor 
Donald Rogers of Canada. Panelists 
were distinguished citizens of Barbados 
and of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Sunday's program, on "The Role of 
Men and Women in World Peace," 
was chaired by Counsellor Alan Smith 
of St. Thomas, Virgin Islands. 

Each session began with prayers by 
representatives from the Baha'i, Hin
du, Christian and Jewish communities. 

On October 27, after the close of the 
conference, 33 members of National 
Spiritual Assemblies, the two Counsel
lors, Auxiliary Board members, and 
others from 10 countries in the Carib
bean area met to consult on the goals 
of the Six Year Plan . 

• 
A series of three recent Irresides 

given by the Baha'i community of 
Christ Church, Barbados, featured 
three non-Baha'i experts who ad
dressed topics relevant to the Faith: 
"Alcohol and Drug Dependence," 
"The Media's Impact on Society," and 
"Current Economics." 

The last was presented by a well
known lecturer on economics who, at 
the conclusion of his talk, remarked 
that the 12 key principles of tbe 1'81th 
would provide a Irrm basis for the res
olution of the world's economic prob
lems. 

Chile 
Final approval was received last No

vember 3 from the Ministry of Tele
communications for Radio Baha'i in 
Chile to begin operations. 

The station's Irrst test signal was 
broadcast December 5. The new sta
tion is located near Temuco in the 
heart of the indigenous zone. 



Bangladesh 
Medical camps were held last J uly

September at three locations in Bangla
desh under the auspices of the National 
Baha'i Development Institute. 

In Domkona, the local Assembly ar
ranged to offer medical and dental ser
vices to 764 persons in one week. 

At Malanchi, the area teaching com
mittee made arrangements to publicize 
a camp at which 221 patients were 
treated in two days by one Baha'i phy
sician and four assistants. 

In the Jessore area, the radio station 
in Kulna broadcast a daily announce
ment for 15 days telling the populace 
that the Baha'i community of Bangla
desh was organizing a medical camp 
for patients from all strata, inviting 
them to come for treatment, and offer
ing deepening classes each evening. 

Kiribati 
A peace conference attended by 

1,000 Baha'is and 30 guests was held 
last October 24-26, the first anniver
sary of the release of the Universal 
House of Justice's peace statement, in 
Bikenibeu, Tarawa, Kiribati. 

Among the invited guests were the 
president of Kiribati, Ieremia Tabai, 
and lady Tabai; three government min
isters; and the headmaster of the coun
try's only government secondary 
school. They were welcomed with 
flower garlands and a special dance by 
the Baha'is of Bikenibeu. 

The president commended the Ba
ha'is for their aims, and said he be
lieves that peace is more than an end to 
war. 

One minister mentioned in his talk 
Baha'u'llah's letters to the kings and 
rulers of the world and His aim to es
tablish peace on earth. Another, after 
hearing Baha'i songs, said he was mov
ed by a verse that spoke of the elimina
tion of prejudices. 

The remaining two days of the con
ference were spent studying the peace 
statement. 

Guyana 
The Seven Year Plan goal of the ac

quisition of a district Haziratu'l-Quds 
in West Demerara, Guyana, was won 
when pioneers contributed their family 
home and property. 

Trinidad/Tobago 

The Bahti'ls of Port of Spain, Trini
dad, sponsored this booth last October 
at the Port of Spain Family Fair. Pic
tured (left to right) are Bahti'is Anne 
Marie Ramsahi and Edna Ruth Caver-

Thesefour Baha'iyouthfrom Trinidad 
and Tobago were among those who at
tended last year's Baha'i school at 
Persto Praesto. Laley Rahimi (left) 
made the poster showing a quotation 
from the Bahti'l writings. Holding the 

St. Lucia 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

the Baha'is of St. Lucia was incor
porated last October by an act of Par-

Iy of Port of Spain and Nellie Small of 
Phoenix Park, Central Trin!dad. 
Thousands of fair-goers visited or 
passed by the booth. 

poster is Sharona Mohammed of Pal
myra Village, South Trinidad. To her 
left are Bahiyyih Amarsigh of Mara
bella and Marlene Ramlal of San Fer
nando, both in South Trinidad. 

liament that received the assent of the 
governor -general. 
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new from the Baha'i Publishing Trust 

• Why has God ordained that we begin our 
spiritual journey in a physical world? 

• How can we use the world around us to 
further our spiritual development? 

• How can our choices in earthly life 
affect the quality of our life in the 

world beyond? 

159 pages, 
Bibliography 

Author John S. Hatcher examines the 
Baha'i and other writings to show us 

how to unleash our human potential 
and take advantage of the unique 

opportunities of our physical existence. 

Order through your local librarian, or send check or 
money order (no charge for postage or handling) to: 

Baha'i Distribution Service 
415 UNDEN A VENUE, WILMETTE, IL 60091 TEL 1~OO-323-1880 
·Price valid only in the United States 

new from the Baha'i Publishing Trust 

New proclamation 
opportunities with 

pocket-sized edition 
of the peace statement 

by the Universal 
House of Justice 

• designed to fit into a woman's 
purse, a man's jacket pocket, and 
a No. 10 envelope 

• ideal for handy reference and for 
giving away 

Order through your local librarian, or send check or 
money order (no charge for postage or handling) to: 

packaged 10/$550 
in tens 

Baha'i Distribution Service 
415 UNDfN AVENUE, WILMETTE, IL 60091 TEL 1-800-323-1880 
·Price valid only in the United States 
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On the cover: The newly renovated Baha'i Center in Seoul, Korea. The Baha'is of Korea are 
engaged with renewed efforts in winning the goals of the Six Year Plan. The Center, 
situated in the central section of the nation's capital, reflects the new spirit of activity and 
dedication growing among the Baha'is of Korea. 
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Panama 

Guaymi Cultural Center opens 

On February 24-28, the greatest spir
itual event in Panama since the dedica
tion in 1972 of the BaM'i House of 
Worship took place at the Guaymi In
dian village of Boca de Soloy, Chiriqui 
Province. 

As many as 2,500 Guaymi Indians 
from 32 communities in Panama and 
visitors from a number of countries in
cluding Alaska, Costa Rica, Mexico, 
the United States and Venezuela 
gathered that week for the dedication 
of the Guaymi Cultural Center. Also 
held in connection with the formal ded
ication ceremony were a women's con
ference, a music and dance festival, a 
children's and youth festival, and a 
Native Council. 

The Guaymi Cultural Center facili
ties consist of the nine-sided Rahma
tu'lhih Muhajir Institute (dedicated in 
1979 by the Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'l-BaM Ruhiyyih Khanum); the 
multi-purpose classroom, dining hall 
and dormitory building for about 70 
students, officially designated "J u 
Ngobere" (Guaymi House) in the 
Guaymi language and' 'Centro de Cul
tura Guaymi" in Spanish; the Baha'i 
Radio Station Transmitter Link (STL) 
building; the caretakers' cottage (all of 
these are situated on a windy hilltop 
above the Soloy River); and the Baha'i 
radio station itself, with its 180-foot 
antenna towering above the town of 
Boca del Monte. The station broad
casts educational, cultural and spiritual 
programs in Guaymi and Spanish 12 
hours each day to the Guaymies and 
Latins in three provinces. 

Most of the visitors from the cities 
and foreign countries passed through 
Boca del Monte in four-wheel drive ve
hicles en route to Soloy, an hour and a 
half's drive up a winding, rocky, dusty 
road, at times impassable during the 
rainy season, past grazing white Cebu 
cows, while many GuaYllJies walked or 

The Guaymi Cultural Center's multi
purpose building at Boca de Soloy, 

rode on horseback up steep mountain 
trails for one to three days to reach 
their new Cultural Center. 

The preparatory work for the dedi
cation of the Center, including con
struction, and the radio station, which 
broadcast the ceremony live on the new 
STL, was performed largely by the 
Guaymies with technical help mainly 
from skilled U.S. and Persian pioneers 
and communications technicians from 
the Panamanian government. Many 
consultative sessions were held by the 
Guaymi Cultural Center Commission 
and the Spiritual Assembly of Soloy to 
develop a program of activities to pro
claim and demonstrate the purpose of 
the Center to offer educational and 
cultural opportunities in material, 
human and spiritual aspects to the 
Guaymi people and other indigenous 
tribes according to their interests with
out regard to sex, age or religious be
lief. 

Panama. In the center of the photo is 
the dining hall. 

With two exceptions the daily ses
sions at the dedication were conducted 
only by the Guaymies or other Indians. 
The first to speak on inauguration day 
was a retired black Methodist minister 
who had spent 37 years working with 
the Guaymies of Boca del Toro Prov
ince on the Atlantic side of Panama. 
He spoke in Guaymi about his Guay
mi-Spanish grammar and dictionary 
book in which he has standardized and 
reduced the various spoken Guaymi 
dialects into one written Guaymi lan
guage. 

The second exception was a talk by 
the national sub-director of social com
munications of the Ministry of Gov
ernment and Justice, which had ap-

The photographs for this article 
were taken by Jane Jensen. 
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proved the licensing of the Baha'i radio 
station. Significant also was the par
ticipation of four Guayrni chiefs and 
one Guaymi national legislator, rep
resenting all three provinces of the 
Guaymi areas. 

A representative of "Light of the 
North," a private enterprise of Baha'is 
from Alaska, and his crew video taped 
for an eventual one-hour film the 
varied dedication-related activities in 
Soloy and Boca del Monte in addition 
to local "color" background in Pa
nama City and the nearby Panama 
Canal locks. Among the sights and 
sounds recorded on film were the well
executed traditional Guaymi dances; 
the bright twirls of the dancing Kuna 
partners; the animal and bird imita
tions of the Choco dance group; the 
enchanting flute music, twang of the 
jew's harp, rattle of the maracas, 
cheerful colors of the dresses, and 
delightful dances of the children, their 
faces painted to resemble raccoons; ~he 
superb hoop dances of Kevin Locke, a 
Lakota Indian from South Dakota; 
and the enthusiastic drama and musical 
talent show directed by a Kuna Baha'i 
who had pioneered to Venezuela. 

Kevin Locke, a Lakota Indian from 
South Dakota, performs a traditional 
Sioux hoop dance during dedication 

2 June 1987/Bahil'i News 

nl1''''''J'tntion is the Native 
Council for Indians only (February 27) 
in the Guaymi Cultural Center's Rah-

At night, under the diesel-powered 
electric lights, there often were two 

ceremonies last February for the Guay
mi Cultural Center in Boca de Soloy, 
Panama. 

large simultaneous gatherings flowing 
into each other-one in the Muhajir 
Institute for Baha'i movies and slide 
shows, the other in the dining hall of 
the Cultural Center to view the raw 
video film footage taken that day. 

Also, there were those little signs of 
the coming of age of the Guaymi peo
ple-such as the women holding a con
ference on marriage and education of . 
children in the Institute while their hus
bands held their own conference on the 
same themes in a classroom in the Cen
ter. 

A Guayrni tutorial school teacher 
gave a demonstration class in a model 
thatched-hut tutorial school, nine of 
which are functioning in the Guaymi 
area of Chiriqui and one in the Choco 
area of Darien Province, all in com
munities in which government schools 
are not available. During the daily ses
sions of the dedication, the women and 
children often translated their own 
talks from Guayrni into Spanish, and 
the children often coordinated their 
own presentations. 

There was ample food in the Cultu
ral Center kitchen, cooked on a large 
commercial gas stove for city and for
eign visitors under the direction of the 
Guaymi caretaker's wife, and there 

d 



A young Guaymi girl cuts the ribbon to 
signal the official opening of the Guay
mi Cultural Center in Boca de Soloy, 

were about 28 Guaymi community kit
chens set up around the site for the 
others. Abundant cool, potable water 
was available on tap, piped from a 
m0untain spring to the kitchen, the 
shower house, and the enclosed toilets. 
Most of the Guaymies bathed in the 
nearby Soloy River, where temporary 
dressing rooms were erected. 

The visiting government officials, in
terviewed on video tape at the cere
monial ribbon-cutting for the Cultural 
Center, performed by a little Guaymi 
girl, were especially impressed by the 
development of Baha'i Radio, oper
ated mainly by the Guaymies with 
some technical help; the orderly and 
well-scheduled official dedication pro
gram; and the love, unity, harmony 
and spirit of service among the various 
tribes and races present. 

To most of us who were fortunate 
enough to be there, what was most 
memorable was the happy glow on the 
faces of the Guaymies-visible evi
dence of their self-realization and the 
ultimate high destiny, promised by 

Panama. About 2,500 people including 
many government dignitaries attended 

'Abdu'l-Baha in the Tablets of the Di
vine Plan, that "should these In
dians ... be educated and obtain 
guidance, there is no doubt that 

It's meal time for visitors from Pana
ma and other countries, mostly non
Indians, in the Guaymi Cultural Cen-

the ceremony which was held on Feb
ruary 28. 

through the divine teachings, they will 
become so enlightened as in turn to 
shed light to all regions." -Arthur L. 
Krummell 

ter's dining hall (with kitchen on the 
left) during the Center's dedication 
ceremonies last February. 
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'Abdu'l-Baha in America 

The Master hosts 'feast of unity' 

On June 20. 1912. 'Abdu'l-Baha 
told the friends who had come to ~ee 
Him in New York City that He was 
about to leave the city for a feVl days' 
rest in Montclair, New Jersey. 

"When I return," he said, "it is my 
wish to give a large feast of unity. A 
place for it has not yet been found. It 
must be outdoors under the trees, in 
some location away from the city 
noise; like a Persian garden. The food 
will be Persian food. When the place is 
arranged all will be informed and we 
will have a general meeting in which 
hearts will be bound together, spirits 
blended and a new foundation for 
unity established. All the friends will 
come. They will be my guests. They 
will be as the parts and members of one 
body. The spirit of life manifest in that 

'Abdu 'I-Bahd strolls among the friends 
aT The 'feast of unity' held Saturday, 
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body will be one spirit. The foundation 
of that temple of unity will be one 
foundation. Each will be a stone in that 
foundation, solid and interdependent. 
Each will be as a leaf, blossom or fruit 
upon one tree. For the sake of fellow
ship and unity I desire this feast and 
spiritual gathering .... " 

The Unity Feast was held Saturday, 
June 29, at West Englewood, New Jer
sey. 'Abdu'l-Baha, already tired from 
a trip in which He had to change trains 
four times, arrived at noon and rested 
for a short while at the home of Roy 
Wilhelm, a devoted Baha'i who ga\e 
nearly four decades of service to the 
Cause and was elevated by the Guar
dian to the rank of a Hand of the 
Cause of God following his death in 
1951. 

. 
,J -, - '"'. 

29, 1912, in West Englewood, 

Later, 'Abdu'I-Baha walked to the 
grove of trees where tables were being 
laid for the feast. After serving many 
of the guests with His own hands, He 
addressed them in these words: 

"This is a delightful gathering; you 
ha\'e come here with sincere intentions, 
and the purpose of all present is the at
tainment of the virtues of God. The 
motive is attraction to the divine King
dom. Since the desire of all is unity and 
agreement, it is certain that this meeT
ing will be prodUCTive of greaT results. 
Ir will be the cause of atTracTing a new 
bounty, for we are turning to the King
dom of Abhd, seeking the infinite be
srowals of The Lord. This is a new Day, 
and this hour is a new Hour in which 
we have come together. Surely the Sun 
of Reality wiTh its full effUlgence will 
illumine us, and the darkness of dis
agreemenTs will disappear. The utmost 
love and uniTY will resulT; the favors of 
God will encompass us; the pathway of 
the Kingdom will be made easy. Like 
candles these souls will become ignited 
and made radiant through the lights of 
supreme guidance. Such gatherings as 
this have no equal or likeness in the 
world of mankind, where people are 
drawn together by physical motives or 
in furtherance of material interests, for 
This meeting is a prototype of rhat inner 
and complete spiritual association in 
the eternal world of being. 

"True Baha'i meetings are the mir
rors of the Kingdom wherein images of 
the Supreme Concourse are reflected. 
In them the Iight6 of the most great 
guidance are visible. They voice the 
summons of the heavenly Kingdom 
and echo the call of the angelic hosts to 
every listening ear. The efficacy of 
such meetings as these is permament 
Throughout the ages. This assembly has 
a name and significance which will last 
forever. Hundreds of thousands of 
meetings shall be held to commemorate 



A group photograph o/those who were/ortunate enough to be with 'Abdu'I-Bahti (atfar left) for thefirst 'feast of unity , in 
West Englewood (Teaneck), New Jersey. 

this occasion, and the very words I 
speak to you today shall be repeated in 
them for ages to come. Therefore, be 
ye rejoiced, for ye are sheltered be
neath the providence of God. Be happy 
and joyous because the bestowals of 
God are intended for you and the life 
of the Holy Spirit is breathing upon 
you. 

"Rejoice, for the heavenly table is 
prepared for you. 

"Rejoice, for the angels of heaven 
are your assistants and helpers. 

"Rejoice, for the glance of the Bless
ed Beauty, Bahd 'u 'IIdh, is directed 
upon you. 

"Rejoice, for Bahd 'u 'lldh is your 
Protector. 

"Rejoice, for the everlasting glory is 
destined for you. 

"Rejoice, for the eternal life is 
awaiting you. 

"How many blessed souls have long
ed for this radiant century, their ut
most hopes and desires centered upon 
the happiness and joy of one such da.v 
as this. Many the nights they passed 
sleepless and lamenting until the very 
morn in longing anticipation of this 
age, yearning to realize even an hour oj 
this time. God has favored you in this 
century and has specia/i~ed you for the 
realization of its blessings. Therefore, 
you must praise and thank God with 

heart and soul in appreciation of this 
great opportunity and the attainment 
of this infinite bestowal-that such 
doors have been opened before your 
faces, that such abundance is pouring 
down from the cloud of mercy and that 
these refreshing bree~es from the para
dise of Abhd are resuscitating you. 
You must become of one heart, one 
spirit and one susceptibility. May you 
become as the waves oj one sea, stars 
of the same heaven, fruits adorning the 
same tree, roses of one garden in order 
that through you the oneness of hu
manity may establish its temple in the 
world of mankind, for you are the ones 
who are called to uplift the cause of 
unity among the nations of the earth. 

"First, you must become united and 
agreed among yourselves. You must be 
exceedingly kind and loving toward 
each other, willing to forfeit life in the 
pathway of another's happiness. You 
must be ready to sacrifice your posses
sions in another's behalf. The rich 
among you must show compassion to
ward the poor, and the well-to-do must 
look after those in distress. In Persia 
the friends offer their lives for each 
other, striving to assist and advance the 
interests and welfare oj all the rest. 
They live in a perfect state of unity and 
agreement. Like the Persian friends 
you must be perfectly agreed and 

'Hundreds of thousands of meetings 
shall be held to commemorate this oc
casion . .. ' 
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The home of Roy Wilhelm in Teaneck, 
. Vew Jersey, where 'A bdu'I-Baluj spent 

united to the CXICfl{ and II/Jill (~l sac
rificing life. Your utmost desire must 
be ro confer happiness upon each 
olher. Each one mUSI be {hc servalll of 
the others, thoughlful of their comfort 
and welfare. In the path of God one 
mUST forgeT himse(f enTirely. He must 
noT consider his own pleasure buT seek 
The pleasure of OThers. He must noT de
sire glory nor g{fTS of bounty for him
self but seek these g{fTS and blessings 
for his broThers and sisters. IT is my 
hope ThaT you may become like This, 
ThaT you may allain 10 the supreme be
STowal and be imbued wiTh such spir
iTual qualities as to forget yourselves 
entirely and with hearT and soul offer 
yourselves as sacrifices for The Blessed 
Perfection. You should have neither 
will nor desire of your own bUT seek 
everyThing for the beloved of God and 
live rogether in complete love and fel
lowship. May Thefavors of Bahd'u'lldh 
surround you from all direCTions. This 
is the greatest besrowal and supreme 
bounty. These are The infinite favors of 
God. " 

As night fell, Juliet Thompson re
corded in her diary the magic of a sum
mer evening spent with 'Abdu'I-Baha: 

"Later as we sat at the tables, he 
anointed us with rose-water. I was not 
at a table, but sitting on the ground 
beneath a tree. with one or twO be
lievers. 

"'Friends here!' smiled 'Abdu'l
Baha. In his voice was a deep and 
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the night of June 29, 1912 . 

:hrilling JOY. the' union of hearts gi\e" 
him such rest. 

"But the wonderful, the indescrib· 
ably wonderful time came later. 'Ab
du'i-Baha went out alone and re
mained for hours. When he returned it 
was dark. A few of us were sitting on 
the porch. Below us on the grass sat the 

t 

people, that is, those who had lingered. 
Their white clothes in the dusk were as 
soft as moth wings. In their hands they 
held burning tapers, really to keep off 
the mosquitos! but the effect was of 
tiny wands tipped with red stars and 
the incense was like some Eastern tem
ple. It was a fairy-like picture. 

'''Abdu'I-BaM took a chair in the 
center of the step, and delicately hold
ing a taper himself, he spoke in words 
of flame. I can see it all vividly still
and shall through my life-those trem
bling red stars among the dim white 
figures on the grass, behind them a 
wonderful tall tree, luxuriant with roIl
ing outlines, now a great black cloud 
against the silwr stars." 

A view of some of those who attended of 'A bdu 'I-Bahd' in Teaneck, New 
The 60th anniversary of the 'Souvenir Jersey, in June 1972. 



India 

House of Worship's impact stunning 

The following report from the Ba
ha'i World Centre was received March 
13: 

The impact of the newly dedicated 
House of Worship in New Delhi has 
far exceeded our brightest hopes since 
it was opened to public worship Jan
uary 1. 

Each day that has passed has seen 
several thousand visitors, a record of 
20,000 persons having toured the Tem
ple on a single Sunday. As many as a 
quarter of a million people may al
ready have seen the building. 

The demand for literature quickly 
exhausted the generous supply that had 
been prepared. 

Even more striking is the importance 
the House of Worship is achieving as 
an attraction for government delega
tions visiting New Delhi from abroad. 
This has been especially true of diplo
mats from Eastern European countries 
and from China. 

This month, a 50-person delegation 
from the Soviet Union, led by the 
deputy Minister of Defense, arranged 
through their Embassy that the Temple 
would be the first place visited after 
they had paid their respects at the 
memorial to the late prime minister of 
India, Mrs. Indira Gandhi. 

In addition to the cordiality that has 
marked them, these diplomatic visits 
have led to animated and searching dis
cussions of Baha'i teachings, especially 
of the principles set forth in the peace 
statement. A great many of the visitors 
have asked for literature. 

Most gratifying, too, has been the 
response of the architectural world. 
The friends will be pleased to know 
that three of the 10 top architectural 
publications in the world are carrying 
major stories: (a) "Architecture" (the 
journal of the American Institute of 
Architects) in September; (b) "Build
ing" (one of the two leading publica-

... the press conference held on 
December 10 brought together 
50 representatives of Hindi, 
English and other language pub
lications from many parts of In
dia including the Indian edition 
of the 'Reader's Digest' and the 
TASS news service of the USSR. 

tions in the field in Britain) in its most 
recent issue; and (c) "Progressive Ar
chitecture" (the second-ranking jour
nal in the U.S.) in April. 

A similar response has come from 
engineering publications. The current 
issue of "Concrete Quarterly," a top 
British publication in the field, has us
ed the story as its feature article and 
carries a photograph of the Temple on 
the cover. 

The photographs that are being used 
by the professional press have been 
taken, for the most part, from the 
work of Norman McGrath, one of 
:\merica's best-known architectural 
photographers. 

When he saw the first preliminary 
pictures of the House of Worship last 
:-.iovember, Mr. McGrath spontane
ously expressed his desire to undertake 
a study of the building, waiving his 
S 1 ,OOO-a-day fee and receiving only his 
travel expenses. 

The resulting photos are stunningly 
beautiful and have further enhanced 
professional interest in the Temple as 
an architectural masterpiece. 

In addition, scores of articles il
lustrated with striking photographs of 
the Temple have appeared in Indian 
media. A partial report from a member 
of the committee in charge of publicity 
for the dedication points out that the 
press conference held on December. 10 
brought together 50 representatives of 

Hindi, English and other language 
publications from many parts of India 
including the Indian edition of the 
"Reader's Digest" and the TASS news 
service of the USSR. 

This was the largest press gathering 
of its kind ever held by Baha'is in In
dia, and it generated much of the initial 
coverage of the Temple's dedication. 

Arthur Ericson, one of America's 
leading architects and an influential 
figure in the architectural community, 
recently paid an extraordinary tribute 
to the Temple, saying after a visit to 
New Delhi that it represents "one of 
the remarkable achievements of our 
time, proving that the drive and vision 
of the spirit can truly achieve mir
acles. " 

As this report was being prepared, 
the news arrived that two well-known 
Japanese architectural journals, "Ar
chitecture and Urbanism" and "Pro
cess: Architecture," had commissioned 
articles on the House of Worship. 

Plans are under way to assure that 
the House of Worship also receives ap
propriate recognition at competitions 
in a number of major centers. 

When the new academic year opens 
in September, the Office of Public In
formation at the World Centre will dis
tribute to schools of architecture 
throughout the world video cassettes of 
a special architectural film on the Tem
ple. 
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Development 

Shining example in Cradle of Faith 

In its message to the Baha'i world 
dated October 20, 1983, the Universal 
House of Justice cited the social and 
economic progress made by the Baha'is 
of Iran as an example of the efficacy of 
the Baha'i teachings in the affairs of 
the world. The essential aspects of Ba
ha'i social and economic development 
are found in the history of the Persian 
Baha'i community during the early 
years of the Faith. 

Love and devotion to Baha'u'llah 
motivated the believers to improve 
their own lives and to serve mankind; 
cooperative efforts on the local and na
tional levels enabled the Baha'is to es
tablish a broad network of schools and 
other service institutions; and adher
ence to Baha'i principles and standards 
of conduct caused the Baha'i com
munity to stand out, despite official re
pression and widespread prejudice 
against it, as manifestly more progres
sive than the rest of that society. 

The profound and transforming ef
fect of the Cause in the lives of the be
lievers and their communities was an 
accepted facet of life in Iran. Baha'
u'llah had proclaimed "that which will 
serve as the key for unlocking the 
doors of science, of arts, of knowl
edge, of well-being, prosperity, and 
wealth," I and his followers, using 
those "keys," became different from 
other people. As Baha'is, they wanted 
to educate their children, to uplift 

This is the second of two articles on 
Baha'i development activities by Holly 
Vick, a former pioneer to Kenya and 
Nigeria who now works at the Office 
of Social and Economic Development 
at the Baha'I' World Centre in Haifa, 
Israel. Mrs. Vick, who has a degree in 
African languages, literature and his
tory, is writing a book on Baha'i social 
and economic development that is 
scheduled for publication this year. 
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Pictured as they appeared in The Ba
ha'i World (Vol. X) are the members in 

themselves, to serve their communities. 
In his autobiography, the Hand of 

the Cause of God • Ali-Akbar Furutan 
describes this deliberate transition: 
• 'When my mother and grandmother 
declared their belief in the Cause, they 
conscientiously began to think in terms 
of the education of their children and 
promptly sent me and my brother, who 
was then nine, to the ·school.' " 2 The 
distinction achieved by the Baha'is was 
so pervasive that Persian believers take 
it for granted and others find it hard to 
comprehend: the Baha'i child among a 
group of children playing could be 
identified by his neatness and his man
ners; the Baha'i home in a village stood 
out because of its orderliness and its 
light; and the Baha'i students were 
usually at the top of their class. 

The relentless persecution suffered 
by the Baha'is in Iran over the past 
eight years is the consummate and 

1945 of the Youth Education Commit
tee of Kirman, Iran. 

tragic proof of this distinction. The fa
natical elements in Iranian society, 
fueled by their envy of the Baha'is' 
prosperity and unable to accept that it 
is the consequence of putting the Ba
ha'i teachings into practice, have tried 
to destroy the Faith and all the evi
dences of its vitality. 

The inner transformation of the 
community, which is the essence of Ba
ha'i development, was complemented 
by activities organized by the National 
and local Spiritual Assemblies. The Ba
ha'i schools and the Missaghieh Hos
pital attained great prestige, and the 
program of spiritual education for 
children and adults was comprehensive 
and effective. In the few areas in which 
Baha'is formed a majority of the pop
ulation, they were able to carry out 
many more activities. 

The Persian Baha'i emigrants to Ish
qabad in Russian Turkmenistan creat-



ed the first example of a community 
organizing its life according to the 
teachings and laws of Baha'u'llah. En
couraged by Baha'u'Uah Himself and 
by 'Abdu'l-Baha, almost 4,000 believ
ers left Iran between 1880 and 1920 to 
practice their new religion freely in Ish
qabad, a fast-growing outpost of the 
Russian nation. 3 They built a lovely 
and imposing House of Worship, 
where community members would 
gather each morning to listen to dawn 
prayers. 

Four dependencies were built on the 
grounds of the Mashriqu'l-Adhk:ir: 
two elementary schools, a medical 
clinic, and a pilgrims' hospice. The 
community also established schools in 
two nearby communities, Merv and 
Qah Qahih, and opened two kinder
gartens in Ishqabad.4 The Baha'is pub
lished a magazine and opened a library 
and public reading room. 

'Abdu'l-Baha encouraged them to 
build on this foundation, writing, 
"Now ye must widen the scope of your 
endeavours, and draw up plans to es
tablish schools for higher education, so 
that the City of Love will become the 
Baha'i focal centre for sciences and 
arts." , Since the development of the 
Baha'i community of Ishqabad was 
disrupted by opposition to the Faith in 
the 1920s, no other community has yet 
advanced to that same degree. 

The schools established by Persian 
Baha'is were the first Baha'i develop
ment activities. At a time when secular 
education was almost non-existent and 
religious education was circumscribed 
and rudimentary, the Baha'is in Iran 
built an educational apparatus that was 
widespread, open to everyone, and dis
tinguished in every way. The premier 
Baha'i school in Iran, the Tarbiyat 
School in Tehran, was officially open
ed in 1899, although it had already 
been in operation for two years.6 The 
Tarbiyat Girls' School opened in 1911.
The example of the Tarbiyat School 
was emulated in the Ta'yid and ~aw
hibat schools in Hamadan, the Vahdat
i-Bashar School in Kashan, and similar 
schools in Barfurush and Qazvin.8 

These schools offered six primary and 
six secondary grade classes, were rec
ognized by the government, and fol
lowed the official curriculum when it 
was introduced in 1925. 

Many other Baha'i communities or
ganized educational facilities according 

to their ability; some had a staff of 
teachers and hundreds of students, 
while in others one or two teachers 
taught the children of a particular vil
lage. Inquiries reveal that more than 40 
schools of all sizes were operated at 
various times by the Baha'is of Iran. 

Each one of these schools came into 
being as a response to Baha'u'Uah's 
teachings on education: that "the 
greatest means" to "the advancement 
of the world of being" is "education of 

At a time when secular educa
tion was almost non-existent and 
religious education was circum
scribed and rudimentary, the 
Baha'is in Iran built an educa
tional apparatus that was wide
spread, open to everyone, and 
distinguished in every way. 

the child" 9; that education is "the in
dispensable foundation of all human 
excellence" 10 and the source of 
"honour, prosperity, independence 
and freedom for a nation." 11 

Individual Baha'is, inspired by the 
spirit of the Faith, founded the first 
schools; as local Spiritual Assemblies 
were formed they took the responsibil
ity for education. Assemblies organiz
ed and administered schools, and as
certained that all children were able to 
attend, whatever their financial re
sources. Baha'i funds supported those 
children whose parents could not pay. 
;vlany of the village Baha'i schools 
were operated by local Spiritual As
semblies whose members were them
selves illiterate; they knew Baha'u'llah 
had made education obligatory, so 
they asked the Assembly in Tehran to 
send them a teacher. 

The Baha'i schools achieved a high 
standard of excellence and gained a 
reputation, despite the strong prejudice 
against the Faith in Iran, of being the 
best schools in the country. Many not
able people sent their children to the 
Tarbiyat schools, and they trained a 
generation of leaders in every field. 
The standard for Baha'i schools was 
clearly established by 'Abdu'l-Baha in 
an early letter to the Tarbiyat School: 
" ... it must become evident that it is 
the first school of Persia and its grad
uates are the most successful. Other-

wise its non-being is better than its be
ing." 12 

The international cooperation which 
characterized the schools from their in
ception was one reason for their suc
cess: the teachers who came from the 
American Baha'i community intro
duced modern educational methods. In 
1906 the Tarbiyat Boys' School was the 
only one in Tehran where mathematics 
was studied every day and children 
were separated into classes according 
to their ability. The Tarbiyat Girls' 
School had recess and gymnastics 
classes more than 15 years before gov
ernment schools allowed physical edu
cation for girls. Through the American 
connection, Baha'i schools were the 
first to have laboratory equipment for 
science classes, and former Tarbiyat 
students still remember the excitement 
of watching educational films-at that 
time their school was the only one in 
Iran with a film projector. 

The fundamental distinction of the 
Baha'i schools, however, lay in the Ba
ha'i concept of education, which de
fines moral and spiritual training to be 
the foundation of all learning. From 
1925 all schools in Iran were required 
to follow a standard curriculum issued 
by the government, and no mention of 
the Faith was possible, but the Baha'i 
schools were still unique. Former Tar
biyat students recaU the effect of the 
prayer of 'Abdu'l-Baha that was 
chanted every morning while each class 
stood in line, and the atmosphere of 
love and trust that pervaded the 
school. Teachers and students shared a 
mutual respect and dedication to learn
ing. 

The Baha'i students had been train
ed from infancy to be well-mannered, 
obedient and conscientious, and their 
refinement of character raised the level 
of their academic education. Members 
of other religious groups sent their 
children to the Baha'i schools because 
they wanted them to act like the Baha'i 
children. The monthly evaluations of 
each child included not only a report to 
parents of his progress in academic 
subjects, but also a report from parents 
about the child's behavior at home. 

A careful effort was made to involve 
parents in school activities, because in 
the Baha'i context, the school is a cen
ter for the education of the whole com
munity. The Tarbiyat Girls' School 
held monthly conferences for mothers 
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and other women, who had no other 
opportunity for education, no orga
nized activities, and no life outside the 
home. At each conference, students 
presented talks, plays and demonstra
tions to illustrate a theme, such as the 
value of subjects learned in the secon
dary school or modern home manage
ment, which would interest and inform 
the women. These conferences were 
immensely popular; 300 to 400 people 
attended each conference when they 
were started in the early 1920s.13 
Teachers tried to show parents how to 
apply Baha'i principles in child-rear
ing, and, because they were well-edu
cated and dedicated believers, the 
teachers became models for all the Ba
ha'is. 

Especially in the villages, the Baha'i 
teachers were the hub of Baha'i com
munity life. They taught Baha'i classes 
and adult education as well as the chil
dren, and through their example creat
ed a momentum for self-improvement 
and development. The Baha'i youth of 
the 1920s and 1930s who left Tehran to 
teach school in the villages set the ex
ample for the Baha'i youth volunteers 
of the present; through their love and 
respect for their host communities, 
their willingness to sacrifice their 
modern customs and habits, and their 
reliance on Baha'u'llah, they gained 
the confidence of the villagers and 
helped them to realize the progressive 

Pictured are girl students at Iran's Tar
biyat Baha'{ School which was opened 
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A group picture from the first Bahei'l' in 1939. 
Summer School in Iran, held in Tehran 

qualities that characterized Baha'i 
communities in Iran. 

The first stage of Baha'i educational 
activity in Iran came to an end in 1934 
when the government closed all Baha'i
operated schools because they refused 
to stay open on Baha'i Holy Days. The 
schools in Russian Turkmenistan had 
been closed by the government four 
years earlier. Non-formal educational 
activity continued within the Baha'i 
community; thousand~ of Baha'i child-

in 19J1. A similar school for boys dates 
to 1899. 

ren attended character training classes 
every week, and national committees 
were organized to meet the needs of 
other groups. In 1973 it was announced 
that the Baha'is had achieved a literacy 
rate of 100 per cent among women 
under the age of 40, despite the na
tional literacy rate of 15 per cent. 14 

The progress made by women was a 
remarkable aspect of the Baha'i com
munity. The Baha'i teachings created a 
consciousness and self-image for wom
en that was wholly new. At a time 
when the woman's world was confined 
entirely to the home, 'Abdu'l-Baha in
structed the Baha'i women to direct 
their minds to science, industry and 
other subjects that would improve the 
human condition. He constantly en
couraged the Baha'i communities to 
establish schools for girls, emphasizing 
that this was more important than their 
other efforts.l~ Some of the graduates 
of these girls' schools became the first 
generation of professional women in 
Iranian society, and the example set by 
Baha'i women had an impact on the 
whole society. 

The Nawnahalan Society was orga
nized by the Baha'i community around 
the turn of the century to encourage 
savings by children and to provide 
funds for community development. 
The original plan, which was curtailed 
by the restrictions placed on Baha'i ac
tivity, was that projects to benefit the 
whole community would be funded by 



loans from the accumulated capital. 
'Abdu'l-Baha encouraged the Nawna
halan Society and subscribed to it Him
self; when it was confiscated a few 
years ago by the Revolutionary Gov
ernment, it held the life savings of 
more than 15,000 Baha'is. 

The Persian Baha'i communities 
also organized health care facilities. 
'Abdu'l-Baha encouraged Dr. Susan 
Moody, Dr. Sarah Clock, and Eliza
beth Stewart, a trained nurse to settle 
in Tehran. These noble wo~en con
strained by social conditions fr~m es
tablishing a nursing school as they had 
hoped, provided primary health care, 
held classes for mothers, and quietly 
demonstrated the capacity of women. 
Both doctors died in Tehran after years 
of selfless service to the Baha'is and the 
general public. 

Before 1910, the Missaghieh Hos
pital was started in Tehran through the 
generosity and initiative of one indivi
dual. Baha'is who were nurses and 
doctors volunteered to staff the hos
pital in addition to their regular work; 
other Baha'is helped with administra
tion and other tasks. The hospital grew 
in size and prestige, and was one of the 
most respected medical institutions in 
Tehran when it was shut down by the 
government in 1979. 

The high standard of personal hy
giene and its emphasis on education 
both contributed to the health of the 
Baha'i community. In 1930, a number 
of Baha'i communities were reported 
to be establishing modern public 
baths.16 Many individual health profes
sionals donated their time and skills to 
facilities sponsored by the Baha'i com
munity: one example is the Takur 
Clinic. 

The Persian believers who partici
pated in Baha'i community life when it 
was not thoroughly constrained by re
pression, who taught or attended Ba
ha'i schools, who saw the distinction 
achieved by the Iranian Baha'is in their 
society, have a perspective that ;s quite 
relevant to the current development ac
tivities of Baha'is around the worId.l~ 
Their experiences of the Baha'i 
teachings in action; in the excellence of 
the Baha'i schools; the well-being of 
Baha'i villagers; and the success of Ba
ha'i women can help us understand the 
statement of the Universal House of 
Justice that development activities 
"will ensure a deeper consolidation of 

the community at all levels." 18 Be
cause the Persian friends accepted 
Baha'u'llah, read His writings, tried to 
obey His laws, and followed the guid
ance of 'Abdu'l-Baha and the Guar
dian, they achieved a remarkable de
\!fee of social and economic progress. 
The transforming power of the Cause 
of God gave them a motivation to 
change their lives, an ability to work 
together, and a vision of their own 
capacity. 

NOTES 
1. Tablets of Baha'u'/lah, p. 96. 
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Studies, Vol. 5, January 1979. 

4. "A Survey of Current Baha'i Activi
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5. Baha'I' Education: A Compilation, p. 
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Cnity Bulletin," No.6 (March-April 1912), 
pp.6-7. 

Students at the first Baha'i school in 
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8. Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 299. 
9. Baha'u'llah, quoted in Baha'I' Educa

tion: A Compilation, p. 4. 
10. Selections from the Writings of 'Ab
du'I-Baha, p. 129. 
11. • Abdu'l-Baha, The Secret of Divine 
Civilization, p. 111. 
12. Star of the West, Vol. I, No.5 (June 
1910), pp. 2-7. 
13. Genevieve L. Coy, "Educating the 
Women of Persia," in Star of the West, 
Vol. 17 (1926-27), pp. 50-55. 
14. "A Current Survey of Baha'i Activi
ties," The Baha'{ World, Vol. 15, p. 248. 
15. Baha'{ Education: A Compilation, p. 
46. 
16. "A Survey of Current Baha'i Activi
ties," The Baha'{ World, Vol. 3 (1928-30), 
p.33. 

17. The worldwide dispersion of the Iranian 
Baha'is will allow many communities to 
hear the stories of the earliest Baha'i devel
opment activities. In preparing this article, 
the author interviewed eight individuals 
who had taught in or administered Baha'i 
schools in Iran. 
18. Message to the Baha'is of the world, 
October 20, 1983. 

Mashriqu'I-Adhkar there. The photo
graph is from Vol. IV of The Baha'i 
World. 
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World Centre 

'The Promise of World Peace' 

The following information is provided by the Department of Statistics. 

The following is a list, in alphabetical order, of the 60 languages into which the full text of "The Promise of World 
Peace" has been translated, published, and copies received at the World Centre. Corresponding to each language group are 
listed National Spiritual Assemblies, Baha'j Publishing Trusts (BPT) or other agencies which have published the peace 
statement. 

Afrikaans (South and West Africa). Amharic (Ethiopia). 
Arabic (Lebanon; United KiEgdom). Bengali (Bangladesh; 
Bengal). Bis/ama (Vanuatu). Catalan (Spain). Cebuano 
(Philippines) . 

Chinese (Hong Kong; Malaysia; Taiwan). Croatian (Aus
tria). Danish (Denmark). Dutch (BPT Belgium; BPT Neth
erlands). English (Australia; Association for Baha'i Studies 
Canada; Belize; Hong Kong; India; Ireland; Kenya; Leb
anon; Lesotho; Malaysia; New Zealand; Pakistan; Philip
pines; Samoa; South and West Africa; Sri Lanka; Transkei; 
Trinidad & Tobago; United Kingdom; United States). 

Esperanto (Australia; Bahaa Esperanto-Ligo). Faroese (Fa
roe Islands). French (BPT Belgium; Central African Repub
lic; France; Guadeloupe; Ivory Coast; New Caledonia & the 
Loyalty Islands; Reunion; Switzerland; Zaire, Central 
South). 

Gaelic, Irish (Ireland). German (BPT Belgium; BPT Ger
many; Suriname; Switzerland). Gilbertese (Kiribati). Greek 
(BPT Greece). Gujurati (India). Hebrew (Baha'i World 
Centre). Hindi (BPT India). 

Icelandic (Iceland). Inuit: Greenlandic (Denmark). Italian 
(Italy). Japanese (Japan). Kannada (India). Kinyarwanda 
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(Rwanda). Korean (Korea). Lao (Laos). Malay (Malaysia). 
Maori: Cook Is. (Cook Islands). 

Maori: New Zealand (~ew Zealand). Marathi (India). Motu 
(Papua New Guinea) . . Vorwegian (Norway). Oriya (BPT In
dia). Persian (Australia; Austria; India; Pakistan; United 
Kingdom; United States). 

Pidgin English (Papua New Guinea; Solomon Islands). Po
lish (BPT Germany). Portuguese (Brazil, Editora Baha'i; 
Portugal). Punjabi (India). Russian (BPT Germany). Sa
moan (New Zealand; Samoa). 

Sindhi (Pakistan). Sinhalese (Sri Lanka). Spanish (BPT Ar
gentina; Chile; Colombia; Costa Rica; Dominican Repub
lic; Ecuador; El Salvador; Honduras; Mexico; Nicaragua; 
Panama; Peru; Puerto Rico; Spain; Uruguay; Venezuela). 

Swahili (Kenya; Zaire, Central South). Swati (Swaziland). 
Swedish (Sweden). Tamil (Malaysia; Sri Lanka; Tamil Ba
ha'i Publications). Telugu (India). Thai (Thailand). Togo 
(Togo). Tongan (New Zealand). 

Tswana (Botswana). Turkish (Turkey). Tuvaluan (BPT Fiji 
Islands). Vietnamese (BPT Australia). Welsh (United King
dom). Xhosa (Transkei). 



For the past few months a team of Ba
M'is with backgrounds in medicine has 
treated patients at a medical camp and 
conducted a course for health workers 
at Chickhly Village near Panchgani, 
India. The medical camp, coordinated 
by Govind Kasurde, was held last Sep
tember 21 at the Baha'i Centre in 
Chickhly. One hundred sixty-three pa
tientsfrom Chickhly and 15 nearby vil
lages were seen and treated, while 
training in health/nutrition education 
was given to adult literacy workers 
from 17 villages and 30 adult literacy 
programs. On November 30, Afr. K a
surde was joined by Drs. Tim and 
Radha Rost, Dr. H.M. Munje and 
Mrs. Zylpha Mapp-Robinson to open 
the health workers course, designed to 
train workers to treat simple illnesses 
and injuries, use local medicinal plants 
and foods to improve health, and to 
know which cases should be referred to 
a hospital or doctor. Another goal is to 
unify the villagers through spiritual, 
physical and mental health. The first 
classes were held December 1-14. In 
these pictures (clockwise from upper 
left), Dr. Radha Rost shows how to 
make a cough syrup from eucalyptus 
leaves; a villager arrives on foot for 
class; Mrs. Mapp-Robinson (left) and 
Dr. Radha Rost show off one of their 
nutritious meals; and Yasmin Raswal
lah, Mrs. Mapp-Robinson and Ruhiy
yih Hakim present a puppet show on 
how to prevent dental ca,.ies. 
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The world 

World Religion Day in Guadeloupe 

Five widely publicized events were 
held January 15-23 to celebrate World 
Religion Day in Guadeloupe. 

The principal meeting, held January 
18 in Pointe-a-Pitre, included presenta
tions by a Christian, a Hindu, a Mus
lim and a Baha'i on "Education for 
Peace." A Baha'i children's choir sang 
for the more than 100 people present. 

Dr. Kamran, a visiting Baha'i from 
Belgium, was the featured speaker, and 
his appearance drew the attention of 
journalists. Articles with photos ap
peared in France-Antilles both before 

Trinidad/Tobago 

£'_ ... _."" (standing) of 
Baha'i community of Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, presents a copy of The 
Promise of World Peace' to Mrs. Er
mine Bailey, principal of St. James 
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and after the event. 
News was broadcast daily on local 

radio stations. RCI, the most popular 
commercial station in Guadeloupe, in
terviewed Dr. Kamran twice and 
broadcast a two-hour call-in show in 
which Dr. Kamran answered questions 
about the Faith from listeners. 

A well-known radio personality on 
Radio France Outre-Mer (RFO) gave a 
IO-minute report one day and broad
cast a 40-minute tape of the World 
Religion Day program on another. 

A program broadcast January 29 in-

vernment in 
of Spain. In [he near future, the peace 
statement will either be delivered to or 
posted for all the principals of govern
ment schools in Trinidad and Tobago. 

eluded the reading of the Baha'i state
ment on "Education for Peace," 
music, readings from The Hidden 
Words, and chanting by Mrs. Kamran. 

Besides the World Religion Day 
events, the Kamrans' two-week stay in 
Guadeloupe included public talks, fire
sides, speeches to university and secon
dary school students, audiences with 
prominent persons, luncheons, and 
many other meetings with individual 
Baha'is and their friends. 

• 
"The Baha'i Point of View on Apar

theid," an article submitted by the 
Public Relations Committee of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Guade
loupe, was published last July by the 
newspaper France Antilles. 

Chile 
An especially gratifying appreciation 

for the peace statement was received by 
the local Spiritual Assembly of Punta 
Arenas, Chile, from the rector of the 
University of Magallanes in Chile's 
southernmost city. 

The rector, Yerko Torrejon Koscina, 
wished the Baha'is "great success 'in 
the spreading and materialization of an 
ideology with such a noble objec
tive ... genuine peace among one 
people called Planet Earth." 

Speaking of the Baha'is' visit to his 
office, and their invitation to him to 
express an opinion of the statement, he 
wrote, "I believe that 'The Promise of 
World Peace' contains a modern con
cept, both broad and deep, of religion 
and its relationship to the achievements 
of mankind. The approach, which is 
delicate and tolerant, has, however, the 
realism, clarity, and firmness required 
of views on peace, if they are to be 
seriously considered as viable. Even 
without being a BaM'i, it is easy to 
concur in the fundamental ideas on the 
World Order that is proposed .... " 

----------........................... ... 



D 

Germany 
Final statistics reflecting the success 

of the Baha'i community of Germany 
during the International Year of Peace 
were reported last February by the 
Committee for the Year of Peace of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Ger
many. 

During the year, 706 public meetings 
W'ere held to discuss peace-related is
sues; they were organized and spon
sored by some 86 Baha'i communities, 
60 Baha'i Groups and 15 national com
mittees. 

In addition, 10,788 guests and 8,801 
Baha'is attended Baha'i-sponsored 
peace events at which 16,261 items of 
information were given out including 
posters and stickers. 

Some 24,098 copies of the Universal 
House of Justice's peace statement 
were distributed throughout the coun
try, while 6,200 pamphlets on peace 
were presented at or included with in
vitations to Baha'i events. 

One hundred-seventy reports of Ba
ha'i-sponsored peace events appeared 
in newspapers, 14 were broadcast on 
radio, and in April 1986, a 95-minute 
program on the Faith was carried on 
cable television. 

At least 61 follow-up activities were 
planned this year. 

India 
More than 500 copies of the Uni

versal House of Justice's peace state
ment were distributed last August 
18-20 during the II th World Congress 
of Sociology in New Delhi, India. 

Many of the papers presented at the 
Congress reflected topics dealt with in 
the peace statement. 

The Baha'i delegate, Nejhat Haghi
gat, called the Congress a "God-sent 
opportunity to reach delegates" some 
of whom were from East European 
countries. 

• 
The Christ Church School in Bom

bay, India, announced in a letter from 
its principal that, in response to re
quests from five Baha'i students and 
their families, all nine Baha'i Holy 
Days would be listed in future as excus
ed absences from school. 

Australia 

Pictured are members of a teaching 
team organized last year in Victoria, 
Australia, in memory of Ashraf Saf
for, the mother of Auxiliary Board 

l~'" 
1 ,-..; .. 

Shown during a recent visit by Aux
iliary Board member '\'1ahvash Master 
are members of the Spiritual Assembly 
of lWornington Island, Australia. Ats. 
.... taster met with the Assembly during 

EI Salvador 
EI Mundo, a daily newspaper in the 

capital city of El Salvador, has pub
lished a number of articles about the 
Faith beginning in October 1985 and 
continuing through June 1986. 

They include the complete text of 
"The Promise of World Peace," a 

member Mahvash Master. From to 
right are Ms. Master, Steven Johns, 
Mossy Junes, and ;Ws. lWaster's neph
ew, Farid Saffar. 

its election of officers. All of those 
elected as officers are Aborigines ex
cept for one who is a pioneer to the is
land. 

half-page interview with Counsellor 
Hooper Dunbar of the International 
Teaching Centre, and a series of ar
ticles on the peace statement taken 
from a commentary by Quentin Far
rand, a member of the National Spir
itual Assembly of El Salvador~ 
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Malaysia 
After taking part in the dedication of 

the Baha'i House of Worship in New 
Delhi last December, the Hand of the 
Cause of God Collis Featherstone, ac
companied by his wife, Madge, travel
ed to Malaysia. 

Between December 30 and January 8 
he spoke to several communities in the 
Kuala Lumpur area, in Selangor, and 
in Negri Sembilan. Mrs. Featherstone 
also spoke to several communities. 

Correction 
In November 1986, Bahd'{ News 

printed two articles about the passing 
of Counsellor Yan Kee Leong, in one 
of which he was described as "Malay
sia's first Baha'i," as he was in a 
headline above one article, in the cable 
from the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Malaysia to the Universal House of 
Justice and in its reply to that Assem
bly. 

It has since been brought to our at
tention that while Mr. Leong was in
deed the first to enroll in the Faith in 
what was then Malaya (as stated in the 
article by Shantha Sundram in the Ma
laysian Bahd'i' News, December 
1973-July 1974), there were already at 
that time a number of Baha'is in Ku
ching, Sarawak, which was then 
known as British Borneo and later 
became a part of Eastern Malaysia. 

On April 21, 1953-some nine 
months before Mr. Leong was enroll
ed-those friends had formed the first 
Spiritual Assembly of Kuching, and 
the first in any of those areas that 
would later be joined to form what is 
now known as Malaysia. 

We hope that this explanation clears 
any misunderstanding about the chro
nology of Counsellor Leong's enroll
ment in the Faith, and apologize for 
the inadvertent factual errors in the ar
ticles and headline. 

South and West Africa 
A Baha'i newspaper created by the 

Public Relations Committee of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of South and 
West Africa has been distributed to 
1,000 influential people in the area. 

The paper is also being used to pre
sent to local officials and others with 
copies of the peace statement, "The 
Promise of World Peace." 
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The Hand of the Cause met with 
Counsellor Chellie Sundram and five 
members of the National Spiritual As
sembly while visiting the capital city. 
and on another occasion met with 70 
members of the Auxiliary Boards and 
national and state Teaching Commit
tees. 

On January 9, a proclamation event 
was held at the Pure Life Society at 

Samoa 
A special service for peace was held 

last October 19 at the Baha'i House of 
Worship in Samoa to mark the culmi
nation of a year of activities in support 
of the United Nations International 
Year of Peace. 

About 400 people attended the event 
including His Highness Malietoa Tanu
mafili II and members of his family; 
the prime minister and his wife; the 
Speaker of the House; members of 
Parliament and of the diplomatic corps 
including those from the Peoples Re
public of China; officials of UNDP 
and UNESCO; and most of the UN 
personnel serving in Samoa. 

A program at the House of W Of

ship's ancillary building followed the 
service, at which a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly spoke, 
thanking all who attended and ad
dressing the topic of peace. 

The Speaker of the House respond
ed, thanking the BaM'i community of 
Samoa for its efforts to promote peace. 
Members of the Baha'i community, in
cluding Counsellor Suhayl 'Ala'i, were 
deeply touched by the response and by 
the attendance at the peace service. 

• 
A delegation composed of seven 

members of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Samoa met last September 
30 with Afioga Vaai Kolone, the prime 
minister of Western Samoa, at his of
fice. 

The National Assembly presented 
the peace statement to the prime min
ister who accepted the document with 
his heartfelt thanks. 

Tupuola Malifa, speaking for the 
Baha'is, described to the prime min
ister the Baha'i principle of loyalty to 

which nearly 100 teachers and students 
were shown a video tape of a special 
"peace service" held last October at 
the Baha'i House of Worship in Syd
ney, Australia. 

After a stop in Singapore, the Feath
erstones continued to Adelaide and 
\1elbourne where Mr. Featherstone ad
dressed the Australian National Youth 
Conference. 

government and informed him of the 
~ational Assembly's desire to sponsor 
a service at the Baha'i House of Wor
ship in June 1987 to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of Western Samoa's inde
pendence. 

• 
Two hundred people, mostly youtli, 

attended a National Youth Conference 
last October 24-26 in Apia, Samoa, 
whose theme was "Youth for Peace." 

The assistant secretary of the Min
istry of Youth, Sports and Culture of 
the government of Western Samoa 
spoke on family welfare and home 
management, while Baha'is presented 
several talks on peace. 

In conjunction with the conference, 
a special devotional service for youth 
was held October 26 at the Baha'i 
House of Worship. 

Cyprus 
Last September, a week-long Baha'i 

Summer School in North Cyprus open
ed in -"an adventurous spirit" at a 
campground and later moved to a hotel 
some 15 miles from Famagusta. 
Twenty-three adult Baha'is including 
six from overseas, four youth and 16 
children attended. 

Also present were Counsellors Ilhan 
Sezgin of Asia and Polin Rafat of Eu
rope who "supplied an abundant 
source of encouragement and inspira
tion, and enriched and spiritualized the 
'study sessions," according to a report 
by the school committee. 

A local newspaper's extensive cover
age included photographs, Baha'i quo
tations, and an interview with Mrs. 
Rafat. 



Dominica 
Baha'is were invited to take part last 

September 14 in an ecumenical service 
at the Roman Catholic church in Ports
mouth, Dominica, as part of an ob
servance of the International Day of 
Peace. 

It marked the first time that the Ba
ha'is of Dominica had been asked to 
join the church service of another re
ligion. After talks on peace by a Cath
olic priest and Methodist minister, a 
Baha'i prayer for mankind was read. 
The audience applauded, after which 
the moderator commented that this 
was their way of saying "amen." 

Other Baha'i participation in Peace 
Day events included that of a Baha'i 
singer and guitarist from the United 
Kingdom who sang peace songs for a 
festival held by UNESCO clubs. 

Guatemala 
The new president of Guatemala, 

Marco Vicinio Cerezo Arevalo, re
ceived a copy of the peace statement 
last September 11 from a delegation of 
four Baha'is representing the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

The president welcomed the Baha'is 
cordially, expressing his appreciation 
at receiving the document at such an 
urgent and appropriate moment in his
tory. 

The following day, Prensa Libre, the 
most widely circulated newspaper in 
the country, carried an article on the 
presentation with a photograph of Mr. 
Arevalo receiving the statement from 
Mrs. Parisa Nabili, a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly. 

Two nationally popular radio sta
tions also reported the event. 

• 
Last September, the state television 

station of Guatemala invited Mrs, 
Parisa Nabili, a member of that coun
try's National Spiritual Assembly, and 
Auxiliary Board member Soheil Shahi
dinijad to give a presentation on peace. 
In the last 14 months, the Baha'is have 
presented five one-hour programs. 

• 
The Lions Club in Quiche, Guate

mala, recently invited a Baha'i to take 
part in a symposium on "Peace Is In-

" ,~, 

Sir Clarence Seignoret (second rom 
right), President of the Common
wealth of Dominica, is pictured as he 

evitable," speaking as part of a panel 
with a Catholic priest and a lawyer. 

Three hundred people attended the 
symposium. The formal presentations 
were followed by a question-and
answer period during which most of 
the questions were directed to the Ba
ha'i speaker. 

B2ngladesh 
Baha'i women in Bangladesh are 

competing in a project sponsored by 
the National Baha'i Women's Com
mittee to embroider the "Greatest 
:--.lame" on fabric. 

Those which are the most beautifully 
executed may be sent to Baha'i com
munities in other countries for sale to 
benefit the National Fund. All who are 
able are being asked to take part in the 
project; materials are supplied for 
those who are unable to provide their 
own. 

Haiti 
Haitian youth reached eight of the 

country's nine departments during a 
recent nine-week teaching campaign in
volving 47 Baha'is. They reached 1, II7 
people, 376 of whom declared their be
lief in Baha'u'llah. 

.. or·on,ort a copy peace statement, 
'The Promise of World Peace, 'from a 
delegation of Baha'i's. 

Lesotho 
A forum entitled "Is World Peace 

Possible?" was sponsored last October 
24 by the United Nations Information 
Centre and the National University of 
Lesotho in Maseru. 

Mrs. Lucretia Mancho Warren, list
ed on the program as a Counsellor of 
the Baha'i Faith in Africa, took part 
on a panel with two academics from 
the university's departments of 
political studies and economics and a 
representative of the UN Secretary
General in Lesotho. 

Mrs. Warren's topic was "The 
Promise of World Peace," while other 
panelists dealt with the economics of 
peace and the UN as peacekeeper. 

United Kingdom 
A Persian Baha'i youth from Chig

well, Essex, England, has been placed 
first in the year's A-level examinations 
at his high school. The young man 
plans to study medicine at Edinburgh 
University. 

On taking leave of his headmaster, 
the youth presented him a Peace Pack 
from the United Nations (the head
master had already received the peace 
statement from the local Spiritual As
sembly of Epping Forest). He also dis
tributed nine copies of the peace state
ment among his teachers. 
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Egypt 

Government fines, imprisons 48 Baha'is 

On May 11, the government of 
Egypt levied fines against 48 Baha'is 
and sentenced them to the maximum 
term of three years in prison for al
legedly violating a law banning Baha'i 
activities in that country. 

Nine who reside outside Egypt were 
convicted in absentia. Two others were 
found not guilty after recanting their 
faith. 

"The acquittal of those who de
clared their acceptance of Islam clearly 
demonstrates that religious beliefs, not 
alleged activities, were the central is
sue," said Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, vice
chairman of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of the United 
States. 

The sentences, announced in Cairo 
by the Abdin Misdemeanor Court, fol
lowed the court's refusal to allow full 
defense arguments and questioning of 
witnesses. 

The Baha'is were released on bail 
and were expected to appeal the ver
dict. 

Presidential Decree No. 263, signed 
in 1960 by then-President Gamal Abdel 
Nasser, ordered the dissolution of all 
Baha'i Spiritual Assemblies in Egypt. 

At the time, government officials 
said the order applied only to Baha'i 
administrative organizations and their 
actlVltles, adding that individuals 
would remain free to practice their re
ligion. 

Although they have scrupulously ob
served the terms of that decree, Egyp
tian Baha'is have been imprisoned on 
at least six occasions in the past 20 
years, solely on charges relating to the 
practice of their religion. 

The most recent arrrests were made 
February 24 in a midnight sweep 
through several Egyptian cities during 
which the Baha'is' homes were search
ed and their Baha'i books and docu
ments seized. 

The Baha'is were charged with 
"holding ideas that run counter to the 
divinely revealed religions on which the 
system of government in Egypt is bas
ed" and of belonging to an "apostate 
religion. " 

Egypt's State Security Prosecutor 
found that those charges do not con
stitute a crime under the country's 
penal code and transferred the case to 
another court for prosecution under 
statutes forbidding the use of religion 
to promote seditious ideas and under 
the 1960 law prohibiting organized Ba
ha'i activity. 

Charges against the Baha'is included 
gathering in small groups, praying to
gether in private homes, and being in 
possession of Baha'i holy writings and 
prayer books. 

Egyptian Baha'is, like their counter
parts in Iran, have long been the target 
of attacks by Islamic fundamentalists. 

Despite guarantees of religious free
dom in the Egyptian Constitution, and 
despite Egypt's adoption of the Inter
national Covenant on Civil and Politi
cal Rights, Baha'is have been victims 
of harassment, public slander and peri
odic arrests over the past 30 years. 

In 1960 there were nearly 3,000 Ba
ha'is in Egypt; today there are fewer 
than 500. 

"Baha'is can hardly be considered a 
threat to the Egyptian state," said Dr. 
Kazemzadeh. "Not only are their num
bers insignificant, but as we know, 
their religion demands that they ob
serve the law scrupulously and not par
ticipate in politics." 

Legislation introduced by Islamic 
fundamentalists in the Egyptian Parlia
ment in 1985 called for fines and harsh 
punishment for anyone "laying open 
claim to prophethood," any group 
"promoting claims to prophethood," 
and any person who knowingly joins 
such a group. 

Although Baha'is were not men
tioned by name, the language used 
made it clear that they were the target 
of the proposed bill. 

Baha'is are seen as heretics and 
apostates by Muslims who- hold that 
Muhammad was "the Seal of the Pro
phets" and that there can be no new 
Revelation from God after Him. Mus
lims do not recognize the Faith as a 
valid religion, but view it as a con
spiracy. 

Fundamentalists in Egypt have call
ed for the general boycotting of Ba
ha'is, the "spilling of the blood of the 
Baha'is," and the Islamic punishment 
of death for the Baha'is. 

The Islamic Center of Cairo's Al
Azhar Mosque and University, the 
foremost seat of learning in the Sunni 
Islamic world, has publicly attacked 
the Baha'is, while other Islamic groups 
have urged the government to exter
minate them. 

Since the arrests in February, news 
of attacks on Baha'is has appeared reg
ularly in the Egyptian press including 
some government-sponsored news
papers. These articles allege heresy, 
atheism, immorality, espionage and 
promoting "Zionism." 

Dr. Kazemzadeh called the recent ac
tions in Egypt "alarming," since "they 
indicate that the wave of persecution 
that still afflicts the Baha'is in Iran is 
now spreading over other Muslim 
countries, based on the same fanatical 
arguments and motivated by the same 
spirit of religious intolerance. 

"\Ve are deeply concerned," he said, 
"that such actions by Egypt, which is 
considered a tolerant and forward
lookirg nation, will send a dangerous 
signal to other countries in the Islamic 
world where there are hundreds of 
thousands of Baha'is." 
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World Centre 

Achievements of the Seven Year Plan 

In its RiQvan 1985 message to the Baha'is of the world, 
the Universal House of Justice stated, "Victory in the Plan 
is now within sight and at its completion the summation of 
its achievements may well astonish us all." The following 
year, the House of Justice noted that "the Seven Year Plan, 
the manifold achievements of which brought to a close the 
third epoch of the Formative Age, ran its course through a 
period of accelerating change in the Baha'i community and 
in the world at large. Significant developments took place in 
this short span of years." 

The following synopsis presents the significant achieve
ments of the Seven Year Plan, RiQvan 1979-1986. 

World Centre Achie\'ements 
1. Completion and Occupation of the Seat of the Univer

sal House of Justice in 1983. Work on this $28 million pro
ject commenced in June 1975; it was dedicated on April 29, 
1978, during the fourth International Convention; its in
auguration took place on June 17, 1982, through the hold
ing of a seminar on the occasion of the commemoration of 
the 50th anniversary of the passing of the Greatest Holy 
Leaf. 

2. Approval of the Concept for the Other Buildings on 
the Arc in early 1986. Designs were prepared by Husayn 
Amanat, the architect of the Seat of the Universal House of 
Justice, for the Centre for the Study of the Sacred Texts, 
which will lie between the International Archives building 
and the Seat of the House of Justice; the International 
Teaching Centre; and the International Baha'i Library. 

3. Restoration of the House of 'Abdu'llah-pasha. The 
restoration of the upper floor of the south wing, that part of 
the complex where the Holy Family dwelt, was completed in 
1983 in time for delegates to the International Convention 
to visit. Since then, plans have been prepared for the 
restoration of the north wing which consists of a large room 
used for community gatherings in the time of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
and a smaller room used by Shoghi Effendi. 

4. BaMY Cemetery at Ein Gev. The establishment of a 
new Baha'i cemetery near the Sea of Galilee, and the re
interment there on October 18, 1985, of the remains of 
Mirza Muhammad-Quli (the faithful half-brother of Baha'
u'llah) and 11 members of his family, mark an important 
supplemental achievement in the Holy Land. 

5. Extension of the Gardens in the Holy Land. A total of 
66,265 square meters of land was acquired during the Plan: 
13,150 square meters bordering the driveway from the wes
tern gate at Bahji; 50,000 square meters adjacent to and 
northeast of the Mazra'ih property; and 3,135 square 
meters at Ein Gev. 
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6. Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Pass
ing of the Greatest Holy Leaf. A compilation of her own 
writings and of others about her was published in her mem
ory in July 1982. 

7. Expansion of the Membership and Responsibilities of 
the International Teaching Centre. Through the addition of 
Counsellors Magdalene Carney, Mas'lid Khamsi, Peter 
Khan and Isobel Sabri in May 1983, joining the Hands of 
the Cause Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih KMnum and 'Ali Akbar 
Furutan and Counsellors Anneliese Bopp, Hooper Dunbar 
and 'Aziz Yazdi, its membership was raised to nine. Com
mencing May 23, 1983, Counsellor members of the Teach
ing Centre serve a five-year term. Among the functions 
presently carried out are: exercising full responsibility for 
the direction and stimulation of the Continental Boards of 
Counsellors and serving as a liaison between them and the 
Universal House of Justice; preparing reports and recom
mendations to the Universal House of Justice for further 
development of the Baha'i community; taking responsibility 
for the protection of the Faith; determining needs for the 
enrichment of BaM'i life, and for the continued expansion 
and diversification of Baha'i activities within the realms of 
teaching and consolidation; studying the needs for pioneers 
and traveling teachers, for literature and audio-visual ma
terials. 

8. Expansion of the Baha'i International Community of
fices. In the course of the Plan, the Baha'i International 
Community considerably broadened its relationship with 
the United Nations system beyond its headquarters in New 
York by establishing UN branch headquarters in Geneva 
and Vienna, and UN regional headquarters, or Regional 
Economic Commissions, in Africa (Addis Ababa, Ethi
opia), Asia (Bangkok, Thailand), and Latin America and 
the Caribbean (Santiago, Chile). It has also increased its 
contacts with several of the UN specialized bodies and agen
cies, including the World Food Council (WFC), the World 
Health Organization (WHO), the UN Educational, Scien
tific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (F AO), and the International La
bor Organization (ILO). Moreover, the Baha'i Interna
tional Community participated in sessions of the European 
Parliament and the Council of Europe and was thereby in
strumental in bringing the situation of the Baha'is in Iran to 
the attention of those bodies. It also enjoys a close working 
relationship with the South Pacific Commission (SPC), an 
inter-governmental organization promoting the social and 
economic development of the countries of the Pacific 
region. 
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9. International Bahd'f Refugee Office. This office, es
tablished in November 1984 in Canada at the request of the 
Universal House of Justice, is responsible for coordinating 
efforts to resettle Iranian Baha'is who have been forced to 
seek refuge in other countries because of the persecutions of 
the Iranian government. During the Plan, 38 National As
semblies have been involved in the resettlement of some 
3,500 Iranian Baha'i refugees. 

10. Office of Social and Economic Development. This of
fice, established in July 1983, has been given the task of 
helping the Universal House of Justice to promote and 
coordinate various activities in the Baha'i world intended to 
uplift the social and economic life of peoples. 

11. Office of Public Information. Established in May 
1985, with its headquarters at the World Centre, as well as a 
branch in New York City, this office's basic function is to 
disseminate accurate information on the Faith to govern
ment, international and national agencies, leaders of 
thought, the mass media and the general public. The pur
pose of these efforts is to foster a favorable climate of un
derstanding among the peoples of the world concerning the 
aims and achievements of the Baha'i community as well 3S 

to correct misinformation and combat opposition. 

W orld-Wide Achievements 
1. Dedication of the Temple in Samoa. In September 1978 

a design for the Temple was approved; on January 27, 1979, 
the foundation stone was laid; cOnstruction was carried out 
by a New Zealand contractor; and the Temple was 
dedicated on September 1, 1984. Total project cost: 
$6,500,000. 

2. Temple in India. Designs for the Temple were approv
ed prior to the Plan; the foundation stone was laid on Octo
ber 17, 1977; construction contract was awarded to an In
dian company in 1980; construction was completed by June 
1986; the Temple was dedicated between December 23-28, 
1986. This undertaking has spanned three Plans at a total 
cost of $10 million. 

3. Further Development of the Continental Boards of 
Counsellors. In November 1980, 63 Continental Counsel
lors were appointed for a five-year term of service starting 
on the Day of the Covenant, November 26, 1980. At that 
time, 13 zones were consolidated into five zones, each of 
which extends over the entire continental area. The number 
of Counsellors was increased to 72 in November 1985, and 
the first world-wide Counsellors' Conference was held in 
the Holy Land in December 1985. The work of the Con
tinental Counsellors is supported by the activities of 630 
Auxiliary Board members who were appointed by the end of 
the Plan, and by at least 5,000 believers who are serving as 
assistants to the Auxiliary Board members. 

4. Five International Baha'i Conferences, 1982. Dublin, 
Ireland, June 27-29: 1,900 from 60 countries attending; 
Quito, Ecuador, August 6-8: 1,450 from 43 countries at
tending; Lagos, Nigeria, August 19-22: 1,100 from 90 ethnic 
groups attending; Canberra, Australia, September 2-5: 
2,400 from 45 countries attending; Montreal, Canada, Sep
tember 2-5: 9,400 from 101 countries attending. 

5. Countries Opened to the Faith. By the conclusion of 
the Plan, Baha'i communities were established in 166 in
dependent countries and 48 dependent territories or over
seas departments. 

6. Formation of National Spiritual Assemblies. Twenty
two new National Assemblies, comprising one-sixth of the 
total number, were formed during this Plan. In addition, it 
was possible to re-form three National Assemblies: Uganda 
(1981), Nepal (1982), and Equatorial Guinea (1984). How
ever, in 1981 the National Assembly of Zaire was dissolved 
for a temporary period; and in 1983 the National Assembly 
of Iran was dissolved as a result of the persecutions in that 
country. 

No. NSAs No. NSAs Percent 
Continent Riqwin 1979 Riqwin 1986 Increase 

Africa 34 43 26 
Americas 33 41 24 
Asia 25 27 8 
Australasia 14 17 21 
Europe 19 20 5 
WORLD 125 148 18 

The following National Assemblies were established dur
ing the Seven Year Plan (with formation year in paren
theses): Transkei (1980); Bermuda (1981); Bophuthatswana 
(1981); Leeward Islands (1981); Southwest Africa/Namibia 
(1981); St. Vincent and the Grenadines (1981); Tuvalu 
(1981); Uganda (1981); Nepal (1982); Dominica (1983); St. 
Lucia (1983); Andaman and Nicobar Islands (1984); Canary 
Islands (1984); Cape Verde (1984); Equatorial Guinea 
(1984); French Guiana (1984); Gabon (1984); Grenada 
(1984); Martinique (1984); North Yemen (1984); Ciskei 
(1985); Cook Islands (1985); Mali (1985); Mozambique 
(1985); Western Caroline Islands (1985). 

7. Formation of Local Spiritual Assemblies. During the 
Plan, in 28 countries, the number of local Assemblies more 
than doubled, while an additional 39 countries had an in
crease of at least 50 percent. The formation of 9,230 new 
local Assemblies, bringing the total to 32,854 worldwide, 
surpassed the goal of the Plan by 2.004 Assemblies. 

No. Assemblies .Vo. Assemblies Percent 
Continent Riqvdn 1979 Riqvdn 1986 Increase 

Africa 4,535 7,258 60 
Americas 5,424 6,500 20 
Asia 12,473 17,524 40 
Australasia 578 857 48 
Europe 614 715 16 
WORLD 23,624 32,854 39 

8. Localities Opened to the Faith. During this period, in 
142 countries or territories, the number of localities opened 
to the Faith was more than doubled; and in an additional 35 
countries, it was increased by at least 50 percent. Over-all, 
14,003 new localities were opened to the Cause, surpassing 
the goal of the Plan by 1,250. 

No. Localities .Vo. Localiries Percent 
Continent Riqvdn 1979 Riqvdn 1986 Increase 

Africa 26,508 35,657 35 
Americas 22,110 26,570 20 
Asia 49,051 48,730 -1 
Australasia 2,586 2,902 12 
Europe. 2,449 2,848 16 

WORLD 102,704 116,707 14 
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9. Baha'{ Population Increase. The total Baha'i popula
tion increase for the Plan was approximately 1,118,000, 
518,000 o( whom are adults. Worldwide, the community is 
growing at a rate of 4.4 percent per year, with an "enroll
ment rate" of 2.7 percent. Forty-nine countries exhibited an 
average annual growth rate of 10 percent or better for the 
Plan, and in 86 countries the number of adults was increas
ed by at least 30 percent during these seven years. 

No. Believers No. Believers Percent 
Continent Riqwin 1979 Riqwin 1986 Increase 

Africa 603,000 969,000 61 
Americas 665,000 857,000 29 
Asia 2,264,000 2,807,000 24 
Australasia 70,000 84,000 20 
Europe 19,000 22,000 16 
WORLD 3,621, ()(J() 4, 739, ()(J() 31 

In 34 countries the percentage of Baha'is in the general 
population is greater than one percent; in six of these com
munities the percentage is greater than five percent: Tuvalu 
(5.8 percent); Belize (6.0 percent); Tonga (6.3 percent); 
Western Caroline Islands (7.7 percent); Marshall Islands 
(11.5 percent); and Kiribati (17.9 percent). 

The following 22 national communities, each with at least 
500 believers, more than doubled their adult Baha'i popula
tion during the Seven Year Plan. 

Australia 144 percent Honduras 452 percent 
Bangladesh 182 percent Hong Kong III percent 
Benin III percent Malawi 153 percent 
Brazil 129 percent St. Lucia 192 percent 
Cape Verde 1 ,567 percent Sierra Leone 252 percent 
Cent. African Rep. 102 percent Singapore 131 percent 
Chad 250 percent Sudan 190 percent 
Dominica 524 percent Suriname 146 percent 
Ghana 138 percent United Arab Emir. 150 percent 
Guinea Bissau 2,142 percent Vanuatu 218 percent 
Guyana 213 percent Zimbabwe 103 percent 

10. Diversity of the Baha'I' Community. Members of 
more than 300 ethnic groups which had not previously been 
represented in the Baha'i community were enrolled during 
the Plan, bringing the total number of indigenous tribes, 
races and ethnic groups enrolled in the Faith to more than 
2,100. 

11. Local Spiritual Assembly Activities. The number of 
countries with active local Assemblies increased from 134 at 
the beginning of the Seven Year Plan to 179 by its conclu
sion. The following table provides an overview of the in
crease in local activities reported. 

Nature of Activity 
Feasts, Holy Days 
Meeting Regularly 
Giving to Funds 
Children's Classes 
Youth Activities 
Women's Activities 
Extension Teaching 
Local Teaching 
Local Deepening 

No. LSAs 
Involved 

1980 1986 
3,149 
2,747 
2,472 
1,731 

843 
418 

1,655 
1,460 
1,352 

7,196 
6,081 
4,596 
4,295 
2,402 
1,558 
3,847 
5,699 
4,665 
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Percent of 
Total LSAs 

22 
19 
14 
13 
7 
5 

22 
33 
27 

Percent 
Increase 

129 
121 
86 

148 
185 
273 
132 
290 
245 

12. International Pioneering. Of the pioneers who have 
settled in foreign posts in response to the goals of the Uni
versal House of Justice for the Seven Year Plan, 3,694 are 
still in the field: 746 settled in Africa; 980 in the Americas; 
671 in Asia; 256 in Australasia; and 1,041 in Europe. These 
believers have originated from 125 countries and settled in 
182 countries. Well over 1,900 of them are of Persian back
ground, with another 900 and 200 being American or Ca
nadian, respectively. 

13. Traveling Teaching. Traveling teachers also con
tributed greatly to the progress of the Cause; more than 
lO,OOO teaching trips were made during the Plan. 

14. Border Teaching Projects. By the end of the Plan, 78 
Assemblies had initiated the organization of teaching cam
paigns with other national communities. 

15. Teaching Projects and Teaching Conferences. The 
following table shows the number of teaching projects and 
teaching conferences and the number of National Assem
blies organizing those activities. 

Teaching Projects Teaching Conferences 

National No. oj National No. oj 
Continent Assemblies Projects Assemblies Conferences 

Africa 11 12 37 754 
Americas 29 73 40 662 
Asia 5 39 18 784 
Australasia 6 12 16 335 
Europe 9 9 18 220 
WORLD 60 145 129 2,755 

16. Incorporation of National Spiritual Assemblies. 
Eleven National Assemblies were incorporated during the 
Seven Year Plan (10 of which were new National Assem
blies), for a total of 113. Six were in Africa, three in the 
Americas, one in Asia, and one in Australasia. 

17. Incorporation of Local Spiritual Assemblies. By the 
end of the Plan, a total of 2,309 local Assemblies had been 
incorporated in 85 countries. 

18. Recognition of Baha'I' Marriage. During the Plan, Ba
ha'i marriage was officially recognized in Barbados, Mauri
tius, Burma and Uganda, bringing the total to 52 countries. 

19. Recognition of Baha'I' Holy Days. Over the course of 
the Plan, official recognition of Holy Days was obtained in 
Bophuthatswana, Malawi, Zimbabwe, Chile and the Re
public of Ireland, thus bringing the total to 71 countries. 

20. Tax Exemption. A total of 54 countries had achieved 
this legal status by the end of the Plan, of which 17 were 
granted tax exemption during this Plan. 

21. Financial Self-Sufficiency. The number of financially 
independent National Assemblies rose from 54 in 1979 to 
113, or 76 percent of the total, in 1986. The number of local 
Assemblies contributing to their National Funds rose from 
2,472 in 1980 to 4,596 in 1986. 
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22. Social and Economic Development Activities. During 

the Seven Year Plan, the total number of development pro
jects increased from 129 to 1,247, and the number of coun
tries with such projects reached 93 (an increase of 73 coun
tries). 

World 

Agriculture, Forestry 74 
Community Development 358 
Education 732 
Health, Social Services 78 
Radio Stations 5 

TOTAL 1,247 

Asia 

Agriculture, Forestry 20 
Community Development 12 
Education 427 
Health, Social Services 25 
Radio Stations 0 
1UTAL 484 

Africa 

35 
60 

169 
28 
0 

292 

AUSTralasia 

5 
7 

13 
2 
0 

27 

Americas 

13 
266 
115 

14 
5 

413 

Europe 

1 
13 
8 
9 
o 

31 

23. Academic Schools. The number of academic schools, 
operating in eight countries, increased from 10 to 40. An es
timated 6,000 students, 85 percent of them non-Baha'i, at
tend these schools. In addition, 34 academic schools were 
established by individuals as private ventures in 19 coun
tries. 

24. Tutorial Schools. The number of Baha'i-operated tu
torial schools grew from 111 in 1979 to 558 by the conclu
sion of the Seven Year Plan. 

Conrinent 

Africa 
Americas 
Asia 
Australasia 
WORLD 

Continent 

Africa 
Americas 
Asia 
Australasia 
WORLD 

No. of 
NSAs 

17 
12 
9 
5 

43 

Percent of 
. Von-Bahd '{ 

Studenrs 

46 
60 
12 
52 
20 

No. of 
Schools 

139 
93 

318 
8 

558 

Avg. 
Enroll . 
School 

23 
33 
49 
17 
40 

Est. 
Enroll. 

3.197 
3,069 

15,582 
136 

21,984 

25. Literacy and Vocational Training. At least 134 liter
acy, vocational and other educational programs were estab
lished by Baha'is during the Seven Year Plan. 

26. Community Development Projects. The number of 
health-related activities increased from two to 78 during the 
Plan; the number of agricultural activities grew from three 
to 74, and the number of other community development 
projects increased from two to 358. These projects are tak
ing place in 57 countries. 

27. Radio Stations. Four radio stations became opera
tional during the Seven Year Plan: Peru (1981), Bolivia and 
the United States (1984), and Panama (1986). Stations in 
Chile and Liberia were nearing completion by Ri4van 1986. 

28. Translation of Bahd,( Literature. Of the 757 lan
guages into which Baha'i literature has been translated 
materials have been published or reproduced in at least 520: 
In 109 languages, at least one book is available. 

Continenr 

Africa 
Americas 
Asia 
Australasia 
Europe 
WORLD 

Number of 
Languages 

1979 

212 
126 
163 
75 
75 

651 

Number of 
Addit'l Languages 

Languages 1986 

37 249 
44 170 
5 168 

11 86 
9 84 

106 757 

Percent 
Increase 

17 
35 
3 

15 
12 
16 

29. Enrichment of Literature. During the Plan, on the av
erage, 410 literature items were produced during each year. 
Of the total of 2,872 items for the Plan, 736 are first-time 
translations, produced by 91 National Assemblies. 

Continent 

Africa 
Americas 
Asia 
Australasia 
Europe 
WORLD 

Continent 
Africa 
Americas 
Asia 
Australasia 
Europe 
WORLD 

No. of NSAs 
Reporting 

Publications 

33 
31 
20 
16 
18 

118 

A-V 
Materials 

84 
55 
43 
16 
27 

225 

Sacred 
Writings 

305 
169 
323 
66 

352 
1,215 

Total 
Pub's 

649 
390 
848 
170 
815 

2,872 

Other 
Booles 

260 
166 
482 

88 
436 

1,432 

30. "Words of God." The Words of God compilation, 
distributed in September 1981, has been translated into 100 
languages and published in 53. 

31. Correspondence Courses. During the Seven Year 
Plan, 219 correspondence courses, in 57 languages, were ad
ministered by 88 National Assemblies, of which 38 noted 
that they initiated their first correspondence course in this 
period. 

32. Audio- Visual Materials. In the course of this Plan, a 
total of 395 versions of deepening tapes was produced, as 
well as 68 tapes of Baha'i scripture, 81 new tapes of Baha'i 
music, and 83 printed materials for this purpose. 

33. Publication of Bulletins and Newsletters. Some 939 
bulletins and newsletters were disseminated locally and na
tionally in a total of 58 world languages. The following 
table shows the increase in the number of nationally dis
tributed periodicals. 

Continent 

Africa 
Americas 
Asia 
Australasia 
Europe 
WORLD 

Periodicals 
1979 
48 
73 
54 
21 
50 

246 

Periodicals 
1986 

80 
115 
115 
30 
92 

432 

Percent 
Increase 

67 
58 

113 
43 
84 
76 
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43. Feature Programs. The table provides a tally of tele
vised programs lasting more than 20 minutes, radio pro
grams lasting more than five minutes, and newspaper ar
ticles that featured the teachings of the Faith. 

TELEVISION 

No. of No. of 
Continent NSAs Items 

Africa 8 43 
Americas 13 31 
Asia 4 5 
Australasia 4 22 
Europe 4 18 

WORLD 33 119 

R-\DIO 

1VO. of ;Vo. of 
Continent NSAs Items 

Africa 14 36 
Americas 11 37 
Asia 3 5 
Australasia 8 53 
Europe 12 81 

WORLD 48 212 

NEWSPAPER 

No. of ,Vo. OJ 
Continent NSAs Items 

Africa 11 18 
Americas 11 63 
Asia 6 6 
Australasia 7 20 
Europe 9 28 
WORLD 44 13_' 

44 .. 'v!edia Volume. The following chart shows the tot3.1 
media coverage of the Faith for each p~ase of the Seven 
Year Plan. 

Phase 

First phase 
Second phase 
Third phase 

Phase 

FIrst phase 
Second phase 
Third phase 

Phase 
First phase 
Second phase 
Third phase 

TV 

29 
202 
~' -j 

TV 

16 
74 
29 

TV 

4 
20 
20 

~EWS STORIES 

RadiO ,Vewspaper 

82 -9 

270 1.0~-

274 1.852 

'\D\"ERTISI~G 

Radio Newspaper 

15 15 

116 53 

81 79 

FEATCRES 

Radio Newspaper 

44 37 

277 213 

90 87 

Forty National Assemblies devised and carried out media 
plans; 23 National Assemblies held a total of 135 media 
workshops; and 67 National Assemblies established systems 
for conveying news about the Iranian situation quickly and 
efficiently to the media in their country. 

45. Regular Radio and Television Programs. The number 
of Baha'i-oriented radio programs increased all over the 
world, from 24 in 1979 to 124 by RiQvan 1986. Thirty-eight 
National Assemblies are now producing regular programs, 
several of them in indigenous languages, for both commer
cial and public radio. Fourteen National Assemblies now 
produce 33 weekly television programs. 

46. Association for Bahli '{ Studies. These Associations, 
which promote and encourage study of the Faith and seek 
ways in which to present it in academic circles, have now 
been established in Australia, Austria (for Germanic
speaking people), Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, India. 
Ireland (for English-speaking Europe), Nigeria and Switzer
land (for French-speaking Europe). 

47. Cordial Relations. 108 National Assemblies reported 
contacts with 11,245 dignitaries on some 900 occasions dur
ing the Seven Year Plan. Baha'i delegations have met direct
ly with 73 heads of state in 44 countries, and 54 heads of 
government in another 35 countries. All government minis
ters or all members of the Cabinets of 47 nations have been 
contacted, and all members of the parliaments of 29 nations 
have been presented with information about the Faith. 

48. "The Promise of World Peace." By RiQvan 1986. this 
statement had been presented to 167 world leaders. The fol
lowing table provides the continental distribution of the pre
sentations of the peace statement. 

Independent "lations Dependent Territories 

Continent Direct Indirect Direc! Indirect 

Africa 14 31 2 
Americas I- i< 4 , 

Asia , ':0 -
Australasia 3 3 
Europe 5 24 2 .: 
United Nations 
WORLD 50 90 16 11 

SOURCES 
1. The Seven Year Plan, 1979-1986, Staflstical Report. Depart

:TIent of Statistics, Baha'i WorlL! Centre. Ri9d.n 1986. 
2. The Bahd'( World, volume XVIII. Baha'i World Cemr;:. 

I986. 
3. Bahd'llnternationa/\;ewsSen'!ce, ~\). 15~. February 1986. p. 

19. 
4. Bahd'llnternationalSewsService, No. 154, April 1986, p. 17. 
5. Bahd'{ International News Service. No. 155, \-tay-June 1986, 

p. 13. 
6. Bahd'( In(ernational.Vews Service, "io. 157. ,~uguS[ 1986, p. 

15. 

This synopsis of the significant achievements oj (he worldwide 
Bahd'{ community during the Seven Year Plan, 1979-1986, was 
prepared by Dr . ..thang Rabbdnt; director oj Uze Department of 
Statistics at the Bahd'{ World Centre in Haifa, Israel, where he has 
been serving since 1981. 
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'Abdu'l-Baha in America 

Master blesses Gregorys' marriage 

On August 3, 1912, while staying a: 
the home of Mrs. Arthur J. Parsons in 
Dublin, New Hampshire, 'Abdu'J
Baha reiterated His blessing of the in
terracial marriage of Louis Gregory 
and Louisa Mathew. 

According to the Guardian of the 
Faith, Shoghi Effendi, that blessing 
was one of the seven most significant 
acts performed by 'Abdu'I-BaM dur
ing His historic visit to North America. 
Its significance is best seen in the con-

The Hand of the Cause of God Louis 
Gregory and his wife, the former 
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leX! of the time, Co :ime when close rela
tions between black men and white 
women were ofter. considered grounds 
for lynching the blacks; when theories 
of the supposed inferiority of the black 
race and the harmful effects of racial 
mixing were supported not only bJ 
popular "science" but also, in many 
cases, by the law; and when some 25 
states had either declared interracial 
marriage a criminal offense or did not 
recognize such unions. 

Louisa Mathew, in a photograph taken 
shortly after their marriage in 1912. 

Louis Gregory, a black AmerIcan 
lawyer, and Louisa Mathew, a white 
welLeducated Englishwoman, who had 
mer as Baha'is on a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land and become friends, were 
encouraged by 'Abdu'l-Baha to marry. 
Louise (as she was called by her 
friends) related part of the story in a 
letter to Mrs. Parsons: "In this country 
'Abdu'I-BaM first revealed to me sym
bolically, through a white flower which 
He told me to give Mr. Gregory & by 
looking at me in a peculiar way con
veyed his meaning to me, that He wish
ed me to marry Mr. Gregory. Curious
ly enough after this love began to grow 
in my heart & the desire for the mar
riage whereas before I only liked Mr. 
Gregory as a friend." 

Louis and Louisa Gregory were mar
ried Friday, September 27, 1912, in the 
parsonage of an Episcopal church in 
New York City (Baha'is in America 
were not at the time empowered legally 
to conduct marriage ceremonies) while 
'Abdu'l-Baha was in Glenwood 
Springs, Colorado, en route to Cali
fornia. Three days later, Mr. Gregory 
described the ceremony in some detail 
in a letter to a friend, Pauline Hannen: 

"Some weeks ago, Abdul Baha, who 
has watched over Louise and me with 
the tender solicitude of a loving father, 
sent me a Message directing me to use 
the utmost judgment in order to avoid 
criticism in regard to our approaching 
Marriage. With me 'the utmost judg
ment' was prayer for Divine Guidance, 
in which Louise heartily joined me. 
Our prayers have been heard and an
swered and we are very happy. Every 
matter connected with the event went 
off without friction, although some 
things were quite difficult. 

"On last Friday at noon, at the res
idence of Rev. Everard W. Daniel, just 
nine persons were present, including 
the minister and his wife, the bride and 



........ ------------------------------~ 
groom. After the ceremony of the 
Church of England was completed, the 
groom said, 'Verily we are content with 
the Will of God.' And the bride re
sponded, 'Verily we are satisfied with 
the Desire of God' (the Baha'i mar
riage vows, as they were then trans
lated). Then Mr. MacNutt read the 
Tablet of Abdul Baha on marriage. 
Mr. Braithwaite followed, reading a 
Tablet revealed to the groom three 
years ago of which the following is an 
extract: 'I hope that thou mayest be
come a herald of the Kingdom, become 
the means by which the white and col
ored people shall close their eyes to 
racial differences, and behold the reali
ty of humanity.' Mrs. Botay closed 
with the Tablet of Baha'o'llah, Protec
tion. Then the wedding party repaired 
to the wedding breakfast. In this small 
company were represented Christian 
and Jew, Bahais and non-Bahais, the 
white and colored races, England and 
America, and the three Bahai assem
blies of New York, Philadelphia and 
Washington. 

"During the ceremony there was a 
light rainfall. This, Mrs. Nourse says, 
was a Bahai sign, the Bounty of God. 
After the ceremony the skies cleared, 
the sun shone and everything and 
everybody seemed to be happy. The 
same afternoon we arrived here (in At
lantic City) on our honeymoon. We 
find ourselves very harmonious and 
very happy." 

In her biography or Louis Gregory, 
To .Hove the "Vorld, Gayle ~lorrison 
writes: "To the Baha'Is ... who elud
ed the principle of the oneness of man
kind with 'an attitude of apology and 
distortion,' 'Abdu'l-Baha not only an
nounced the goal of intermarriage but 
demonstrated it with a jait accompli: 
the marriage of Louis and Louise 
Gregory. " 

The Gregorys, she .,.,rites, "did not 
see themselves as a cause, except inso
far as 'Abdu'l-Baha had made an ex· 
ample of them; and, happy as they 
were to give encouragement to the 
cause of racial unity, they did not relish 
the attention their marriage focused 
upon them. Beyond superficial differ· 
ences of color and background, they 
saw themselves simply as fellow believ
ers, as friends who had, through the 
good offices of 'Abdu'I-BaM, become 
loving partners in life." 

Louis and Louisa Gregory in their later Acre Bahd'( School in Eliot, Maine. 
years at their home near the Green 
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United States 

Breakfast briefing in nation's capital 

On April 2, representatives of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States attended a breakfast 
briefing in Washington, D.C., spon
sored by the U.S. House of Rep
resentatives' Human Rights Caucus. 

The National Assembly was repre
sented by its secretary, Dr. Robert C. 
Henderson, and its vice-chairman and 
director of the Office of External Af
fairs, Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh. 

The co-chairmen of the House Cau
cus, Reps. Tom Lantos of California 
and John Porter of Illinois, both stated 
in their introductory remarks that in 
their opinion the plight of the Baha'i 
community in Iran is the most egre
gious violation of religious rights in the 
world today. 

Five other congressmen attended the 
breakfast: Ben Gilman, Bill Green and 
Ted Weiss, all of New York state; Jim 
Leach of Iowa, and Henry Hyde of Il
linois. 

Also present were aides representing 
a dozen other congressmen. 

Mrs. Marjorie Sonnenfeldt of the 
public relations firm of Fleishman & 
Hillard, who had made most of the ar
rangements for the event, attended the 
breakfast and the National Assembly's 
follow-up sessions and meetings. 

To publicize the situation of the Ba
ha'is in Iran, the National Assembly, 
two days before the breakfast, had 
placed an ad in The Washington Post 
about the three most recent executions 
of Baha'is in that country. 

These killings, the National Assem
bly said in the Post ad, "are not iso
lated incidents but part of a systematic 
effort to destroy a religious commu
nity .... 

"The world must not forget the con
tinuing plight of these innocent victims 
of fanaticism and religious intol
erance." 

After the briefing, Dr. Henderson, 
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Pictured are some of those who attend
ed a breakfast briefing April 2 in 
Washington, D.C., sponsored by the 

Dr. Kazemzadeh, Mrs. Sonnenfeldt 
and the Office of External Affairs staff 
met with Mrs. Annette Lantos, the 
wife of Congressman Lantos, and 
other congressional staff to discuss 
suggestions made at the breakfast and 
other activities to help publicize the 
plight of the Baha'is in Iran. 

Later, the two members of the Na-

U.S. House offR~~;;t;;j~T1;:fu
man Rights Caucus to discuss the per
secution of Baha'is in Iran. 

tional Assembly met for more than an 
hour with Rep. Tom Foley, the House 
majority leader. 

Finally, they conferred with several 
members of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee to explain the concern of 
the American Baha'i community for 
the safety of its co-religionists in Iran. 
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Statistical update 
The following information is provided by the Department of Statistics at the World Centre. 

World-wide recognition of the Baha'i Faith 

. I~ 126 National. Spiritu~ ~ssembly areas, either at the national level or at a local level in one of the areas under the juris
dictlon of the NatlOnal Spmtual Assembly, Baha'is have succeeded in incorporating their National and local Assemblies or 
obtaining from the authorities certificates recognizing the existence of the Baha'i community and enabling it to function 
legally. On the following list, the type of recognition achieved is coded as follows: 

N-National Spiritual Assembly incorporation 
L-Local Spiritual Assembly incorporation(s) 
H-Baha'i Holy Days recognition 

National Assembly 
Alaska 
Andaman/Nicobar-Is. 
Argentina 
Australia 
Bahamas 
Bangladesh 
Barbados 
Belgium 
Belize 
Benin 
Bermuda 
Bolivia 
Bophuthatswana 
Botswana 
Brazil 
Burkina 
Burma 
Burundi 
Cameroon 
Canada 
Cape Verde Is. 
Central African Rep. 
Chad 
Chile 
Colombia 
Cook Islands 
Costa Rica 
Cuba 
Cyprus 
Denmark 
Dominica 
Dominican Republic 
East Caroline Is. 
Ecuador 
EI Salvador 
Equatorial Guinea 
Ethiopia 
Fiji 
Finland 
France 
French Guiana 
Gabon 

NLHMT 
XXXXX 
XX 
XXX X 
XXX XX 

X 
XXXXX 
XXXX 
XX X 
XXXXX 
X X 
X XX 
XXX X 
X X 
XX 
XXXXX 
X 
XX X 

X 
XX 
XXX XX 
X 
XX 
X 
XXX 
XXX 

X 
X 
XX 

X 

X 
XXXX 
XX 
XXX 
X X 
XX 
XX 

X 

X 

X 

XX X 
XXXXX 
XXXX 
XX 

X 
X 

National Assembly 
The Gambia 
Germany 
Ghana 
Greece 
Guadeloupe 
Guatemala 
Guyana 
Haiti 
Hawaii 
Honduras 
Hong Kong 
Iceland 
India 
Rep. of Ireland 
Italy 
Ivory Coast 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Kenya 
Kiribati 
Korea 
Laos 
Lebanon 
Leeward Islands 
Lesotho 
Liberia 
Luxembourg 
Madagascar 
Malawi 
Malaysia 
Mariana Islands 
Marshall Islands 
Mauritius 
Mexico 
Netherlands 
New Caledonia 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 
Nigeria 
Norway 
Pakistan 
Panama 

M-Recognition of Baha'i marriage 
T - Tax exemption 

NLHMT 
X X 
XXX X 
XXXXX 

X 

National Assembly 

Papua New Guinea 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Philippines 
Portugal XX 

XXX 
XXX 

X Puerto Rico 
X Reunion 

Rwanda X 
XXXXX 
XX 
XXX X 
XXXXX 
XXX X 
XXX X 
XX X 
X 
XXXX 
X X 
XXX X 
XX X 
X XXX 
X XX 

XX 
XX 
XX 
XXXXX 
XXX 
XX 
X XX 
X XXX 
X X X X 
X X 
X XXX 

X 
XXX 
XX 
XXXXX 
X X 
XX 
XX X 
XXXX 
XXXX 

Samoa 
Senegal 
Seychelles 
Sierra Leone 
Sikkim 
Singapore 
Solomon Islands 
South & West Africa 
SW Africa/Namibia 
Spain 
Sri Lanka 
St. Lucia 
St. Vincent 
Suriname 
Swaziland 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Taiwan 
Tanzania 
Thailand 
Togo 
Tonga 
Transkei 
Trinidad/To bago 
Turkey 
Uganda 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Uruguay 
Vanuatu 
Venezuela 
Virgin Islands 
West Caroline Is. 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 

~LHMT 

XXX XX 
XXX X 
XXX X 
XXXXX 
X 
XXXX 
XX 
X 
XXXX 
X 
XXX X 
X X 
X 
XXXXX 
XXX XX 
X 
X X X 
XXX 
XX X 
X 

X 
XX 
XXXXX 
XXXX 
XXX X 
XXXXX 
XXXX 
X X 
XX 

XXX 
X X 
XXXX 

X 
XXXXX 
XXXXX 
XXXXX 
XX 
XX X 
XXX 
XXXX 

X 
XXXXX 
XXXXX 
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Baha'i International Community 

Statement to UN on human settlements 

The United Nations has proclaimed 
1987 as the International Year of Shel
ter for the Homeless (IYSH). It is esti
mated that one-quarter of the world's 
population lacks adequate shelter and 
lives in unsanitary and unhealthy con
ditions. The IYSH is aimed at creating 
a deeper awareness around the world 
about this critical situation, and stim
ulating initiatives to address it. The 
specific objective of the activities dur
ing the year is to improve the shelter 
and neighborhoods of the poor and 
disadvantaged, particularly in develop
ing countries, and to lay the basis for a 
continuation of this effort until the end 
of the century. 

The IYSH is concerned not only with 
housing but with all the physical and 
socio-economic factors that determine 
over-all living conditions-access to 
land, sanitary and environmental 
amenities, primary health, community 
services, employment and education. 

While the specific issue of housing is 
not normally addressed by BahO'l com
munities at this time, the IYSH may 
provide opportunities to share with 
others Baha'l principles and examples 
of universal participation, education, 
and community development, all of 
which are essential components of a 
sustainable process of improving hu
man settlements. 

Baha'l communities might also 
choose to support the year by com
memorating World Habitat Day, 
which is the first Monday in October. 

The BahO'l International Communi
ty has been involved with the settle
ment issue at the UN for many years, 
and presented the following statement 
in April to the Tenth Session of the 
United Nations Commission on Hu
man Settlements in Nairobi, Kenya. 

• 
The Baha'i International Communi

ty wishes to address the basic chal-
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It is estimated that one-quarter 
of the world's population lacks 
adequate shelter and lives in un
sanitary and unhealthy condi
tions. The IYSH is aimed at 
creating a deeper awareness 
around the world about this crit
ical situation . . . 

lenges of human settlements, highlight
ed by the Executive Director of the 
United Nations Centre for Human Set
tlements in: his address to the ninth ses
sion, and reflecting our own perspec
tive and experience in this area. 

In his address, the Executive Direc
tor emphasized that, as we currently 
tackle the global problem of inade
quate shelter and settlements, 

"the issue is not, anymore, one of 
devising new strategies... the 10 
years of work after Vancouver have 
shown us the practical and implemen
table ways of turning the aspirations of 
the people into reality." I 

He then went on to state that the 
"agenda for the next 10 years must 

be to find the necessary capacities to 
apply ... enabling strategies (which) 
must contain a response to two main 
challenges: first, how to deal with 
problems posed by the settlement needs 
of large numbers of people; and sec
ondly, how to provide for effective au
tonomy of community-based 
groups." 2 

The first of these challenges re
quires, as the Executive Director has 
observed, a recognition of the fact that 
the fundamental inequalities in society, 
which are manifested in human settle
ments, must also be addressed. 

The Baha'i perspective on this mat
ter has been articulated by the interna
tional governing council of the Baha'i 

Faith as follows: 
. 'The inordinate disparity between 

ri;::h and poor, a source of acute suffer
ing, keeps the world in a state of insta
bility, virtually on the brink of war. 
Few societies have dealt effectively 
with this situation .... 

"The solution calls for a combined 
application of spiritual, moral and 
practical approaches. A fresh look at 
the problem is required, entailing con
sultation with experts from a wide 
spectrum of disciplines, devoid of eco
nomic and ideological polemics, in
volving the people directly affected in 
the decisions that must urgently be 
made .... 

"It is an issue that is bound up not 
only with the necessity for eliminating 
extremes of wealth and poverty but 
also with those spiritual verities the 
understanding of which can produce a 
new universal attitude. Fostering such 
an attitude is itself a major part of the 
solution." 3 

As regards the second main chal
lenge, we outlined the general princi
ples for the establishment and promo
tion of autonomous community-based 
and participatory groups in our state
ment to the ninth session of the Com
mission, copies of which we are mak
ing available as a supplement to this 
statement. Those principles were 
drawn from our own experience with 
community development in many 
countries and cultures. This Baha'i ex
perience has been generated primarily 
in local Baha'i communities and their 
democratically elected governing 
bodies, the local spiritual assemblies. 
Such local Baha'i assemblies were first 
formed in the beginning of this cen
tury, and their number has increased 
ever since. Presently, the Baha'i Inter
national Community comprises more' 
than 30,000 local assemblies, as well as 
some 148 national Baha'i assemblies, 



in most countries. 
Baha'i local assemblies are autono

mous in the conduct of their affairs, 
and operate through a system of com
monly accepted consultative principles. 
This includes regular consultations 
with the local BaM'i community as a 
whole, for the dual purpose of famil
iarizing all community members with 
plans and activities, and receiving from 
them new ideas and recommendations. 
The assemblies often appoint local 
committees to whom particular com
munity activities are assigned for plan
ning and action. The assemblies also 
act as intermediaries between the local 
community and local authorities and 
organizations. 

In recent years, the role which these 
organized Baha'i communities play has 
been rapidly expanding to include di
verse social and economic development 
activities for the benefit of both the Ba
ha'i community itself, and the larger 
local community of which it forms a 
part. In the increasing involvement in 
areas such as primary and adult educa
tion, activities for women and youth, 
child care, primary health care, build
ing of local centres and housing im
provements, food production, etc., the 
motivating spirit is one of service, 
cooperation, human development, and 
self-reliance. 

If this experience of the Baha'i Inter-

Global Urbanization: 

national Community can contribute in 
any measure to the work of Habitat in 
the coming years, as it endeavors to 
develop "the necessary capacities to 
apply enabling strategies," we are hap
py to offer our support and collabora
tion. 

1. Dr. Arcot Ramachandran, Executive 
Director, UNCHS (Habitat), opening ad
dress to the Ninth Session of the Commis
sion on Human Settlements, Turkey, May 
5, 1986. 
2. Ibid. 
3. The Universal House of Justice, "The 

Promise of World Peace," October 1985. 

Percentages of urban and rural inhabitants 

80~------------------------------~lbJ 

I~ 
% Urban 

70 -i 
i 
i 

60 ~ 
i 
I 

E- 50 J 
z I 

~ 40 J 
P:: 
~ 
0.. 30 ~ 

20 -i 
I 

I 
10 ~ 

I 

I 
I 

o 

% Rural 

61.6 
59 

1960 1975 1985 

Year 

Baha'i News/July 1987 13 



The world 

Baha'is on N. Zealand Women's Council 

New Zealand's National Baha'i 
Committee on Women was recently in
ducted into that country's National 
Council on Women. 

At the Council's annual meeting, the 
speaker who proposed that the Baha'is 
be admitted spoke appreciatively of her 
branch's good relations with the Baha'i 
community. Afterward, the proposal 
was adopted unanimously. 

A current project supported by the 
National Baha'i Committee on Women 
is the "Women's Appointment File. ,. 
Baha'i women are being encouraged by 

India 

God are pictured in the Ancillary 
Building of the House of Worship in 
India during an award ceremony in 
which Amatu'I-Baha Rtih{yyih Kha
num presented the award she holds to 
two outstanding non-Baha'is who con
tributed greatly to the construction of 
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the committee to add their names to a 
list of women interested in being ap
pointed to serve on one of New Zea
land's 569 statutory boards, commis
sions and tribunals. Fewer than 10 per 
cent of those presently serving in the 
more than 4,000 positions on these 
public bodies are women. The file now 
comprises the names of about 1,000 
women who would be willing to serve 
on statutory boards. 

The Committee on Women feels that 
this is an excellent means of demon
strating the talents and diversity of Ba-

are 
Hands of the Cause William Sears 
(left) and Collis Featherstone (right) 
and Kishan Khemani, treasurer of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of India. 
Standing is the architect of the Temple, 
Far{burz Sahba. 

h<i'i women in New Zealand. 
• In the heart of the tribal area of 

;\"gati Tuwharetoa, New Zealand, 107 
women including members of the 
country's National Spiritual Assembly 
and National Teaching Committee, 
and immigrant women from the Pa
cific Islands, gathered last February 
6-8 in the Waihi Marae for the first Na
tional Women's Hui (conference). 

A report indicated that substantive 
issues were confronted and that the 
role of women in the Baha 'j communi
ty was demonstrated in an atmophere 
of "solidarity, support and love." 

South and West Africa 
The distribution of a tabloid-sized 

newspaper on peace to 1 ,000 promi
nent people in South Africa is a part of 
the National Spiritual Assembly's en
ergetic follow-up to its presentation of 
the peace statement which was made 
last year. 

The tabloid, similar to one produced 
last year, includes news of recent ef
forts for peace and is mailed with a 
prayer book printed especially for the 
purpose, which includes a prayer for 
peace translated into Afrikaans, Nor
thern Sotho, Tswana, Venda, Xhosa 
and Zulu. In addition to the national 
mailing of 1,000, local Spiritual As
semblies have received copies for local 
distribution. 

The effort has been buoyed by recent 
nationwide radio and television men
tion of the Faith in connection with an 
exhibition of the works of the late Reg
inald Turvey, a Baha'i and South Af
rican painter whose works have been 
increasingly admired in recent years. 

I 
I 
! 

I 
! 



Peru 

The Baha'is of Peru held a Pea(;e Ex
position last December 13-14 in Lima 
entitled "What Can I Do for Pe3.(;e'?" 

Free spots were broadcast on local 
television, and a printing house sup
plied i ,000 free posters to heIr ;:,ubli
;;ize the event. 

One hundred forty-five banners de
picting peace themes were contributed 
by schools, peace groups, Girl Guides, 
Boy Scouts, the Red Cross, and local 
Spiritual Assemblies throughout the 
country. The banners were joined to a 
giant ribbon which was hung arJund a 
park. 

The exposition included perform
ances by folk dancers. singers and a 
variety of musical groups. There was 
also an exhibit of peace-oriented liter
ature and a book ~ales stand stafred by 
Baha'is. 

Thailand 
Counsellor l~aJ .-\>rn .. 1[: [OO~ part 

,ast January 26-2-:- 1;"! a peace for:.lm en
titled "An International Round Table 
Talk on Peace" at \tahiJol Ln:\ersity 
:n Thailand. The forum was spor;sored 
by the Research Center of Southeast 
.-\sian Cultures. 

Dr. Ayman spoke about rhe Faith as 
;Jar' of a panei dis(;U5;;ion. "Looking 
-\.h~a.j. L0:-L.:=-~~~ 5::-J.:~g:~~ fo:" 
Peace. ,. Othe, panelists were a Budd
:1ist, a Christia;"!. a \bslim and J Sib. 

T·41f~r,.~> Ji~~:~~1j:.'~hc-i ,~r.L'll3.:-' "'~Cf71 

~(j~~ -.-:ount~:~ ... ,:1cludin~ jJ.pa:-:. -\~.~

,raiia and the Cnited States -.:.;:-::r~b

~ted to the Round Tab:e Talk. 

Kenya 
.-\ project ~aunC!1ed las; Febr'~ary ~ 

-=-:. :he SpiriLlal :\ssembiy of '\aifooi, 
~:=~Y1 .. ]ims 1~ ~hc ~nr'.:;~:::'~!1t ,~ .. ' ~3.r~::? 

--:;j~be:-) of '':'ct!e'' er~ thiS ye:lf ~ ~ams 
lr~ [<!aching :n univer,ities. -'-:-:"Liege5, 
~(hlJ0is and rr.~dical ·.:en.L~r). \\;--::~c jai
.:. :'ir~sldes arc being hei~ :r: :C0",c~ .lllJ 

:u :he Baha'i Center. 

Sierra Leone 

." . , . 
:.h:-.1UlSHlon i,)I ~\.'ii.) lh:r~, -Jl ian..: ,:-'_ ~r:c 

Be) Dl'itr!([. .-\ Bah;1': :C.l(ning ::~,- - -., 
,\III be 2uil: .J~: Lh~ pr~"';Jc:--:: •. 

I Italy 

Four Baha'is from Bari, Italy, met 
~ .. 'ith the Italian President of UNICEF, 
Dr, Arnalda Farina (center). durinz 
:he International _Heeling of CVICEF 
held last February -' -8 in Bari. Pictured 
"'eft CO righti are Gianni _Hennone, 
,'>:airman ot' ~he .5.e:. -:tual Assemhl~' 
B..zri; .'v!u:;io LOc'I).n,t!. a Bahd': singer 
.... ·ho performed during the conference; 

, Hong Kong 
On January 15, .-\'ia Television ~:..: 

:'catured the Baha'I Faith on its Ch!
:1;:se-Ianguage chan;"!el in a program 
:ailed "[ Love E'Jng Kong." Tl'.-: 
::1eme of the show., :0 present :1e'.l. ,:
..::-:usual items of interest to the pubiic. 

The Hong Kong Baha'i ::ommuni::-, 
'-.Jmmunity Relali( ,:, Committec hac.: 
sent press releases 10 all newspap\!r~, 
:adio and TV stations announcing a 
'.lsit last December :0 Hong Kong t,,
\!ar(;o Kappenbergc[, a representari .. ;; 
~:- the Baha'i [nte~i..l:ional Commur:.
:'. in Switzerland .. -\' 1 result, Jn .-\ T\ 
~e'earch writer visitd the National 8a
:,3. 'i Center and deciied that the Faith 
',' ·.)uld make a g<Jo~ subject for ,;'c 

" 

Dr. Farina; and Corrado Todrani and 
Habbib Allenadaf, two of the sever;: 
Baha'( youth from Bari wh.o "o/:r:
[eered their ,ervices fO :n,: C-'[CLC 
committee during the in:er!'.i.][i0Y!": 

zatherin? Delel!aleS ,.'ame"-r)r>', 

;:r::T:.~ ::me!~ ~.:n.j pr':'5:-~1:-:-' 

The National ,-\ssemolv :;:e.' 
:nany Chinese were infor:ned ,~:' :,~:: 

F:-t~t~ ~hr,.)l!·~~. ~h~ rr.:~,?:-'l:-::. J.~,_: ~--

~~.e ~\r\."'''~'':? ,\.;.~ ~i,-~ l"':C.c~~ .;--:~c·- .. -
::ic ~=ach:n~ · .... :")rk ir. Hung K.)r.~ 

Bavaria 
The Bavarian State \tinist~y ~.~ .. 

Education JnG Cc.tltur;; has ?; .. e:, ;:-e-· 
nission t't)[ Bana': ~hiidr·:!r. :0 Oc J.:-

';en: ~'rol.. ,-.-:ncc·i o!;. ::"'.e :-:..::..= 3a~i' 

Met: 0:1:' -\ ~1~":~;.:l: .!-":'.'~.:~~~ --. 

education;.!: authont:es ):' :1e :-:~, 
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Malawi 
Last December 27-January 3, the 

Baha'i community of Malawi hosted a 
meeting of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors for Africa. Seventeen 
Counsellors from 14 countries came to 
consult together. 

The Counsellors also attended a buf
fet luncheon at a local hotel with the 

Marshall Islands 

Pictured during her pilgrimage TO the 
Holy Land last February is Mrs. Aketa 
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mayor of Lilongwe and other local 
government, civic and religious lead
ers. 

They were able to meet with the Ba
ha'is of Malawi, attending a Nineteen 
Day Feast with the Baha'is of Lilong
we, a conference for Baha'i committee 
members, and a two-hour meeting with 

• 
::: \ :.. -,-

Katjang, the first Islander to 
undertake a Baha'I' pilgrimage. 

the National Spiritual Assembly. 
The luncheon with dignitaries was 

reported in the Daily Times of Malawi, 
and the Counsellors' visit was reported 
on local radio. 

Pakistan 
To celebrate the International Year 

of Peace, the Spiritual Assembly of 
Hyderabad, Pakistan, sponsored a 
symposium on world peace last Sep
tember 19 at Baha'i Hall in Hydera
bad. 

The deputy mayor was chief guest 
and was joined by about 40 other 
guests including professors, lecturers, 
teachers, students, and wives of of
ficials. 

Speakers from four religions pre
sented their views on world peace, and 
the Universal House of Justice's peace 
statement was distributed to many of 
those at the meeting . 

• 
On a recent visit to Peshawar, Pak

istan, Counsellor Sabir Araqf helped 
the local Spiritual Assembly to convey 
the peace statement to 40 prominent 
people including nine provincial min
isters, the vice-chancellor of the uni
versity, and the chief editors of news
papers. 

The statement was received by all of 
them with great respect. 

• 
Baha'is were responsible for pro-

viding free medical attention and 
health education last July for 410 pa
tients at medical camps in Sultanabad, 
Bhutta Village, and Muharnmadi Col-
ony in Karachi, Pakistan. _ 

This example of service to humanity 
was repeated last August 5-8 at the Ba
ha'i Center in Thatta. 

Virgin Islands 
A Baha'i educator, Dr. Rodney 

Clark en of the College of the Virgin 
Islands, has developed a lesson plan 
for promoting peace i~ the classroom 
which has been sent to almost all of the 
1,200 teachers in the U.S. Virgin Is
lands. 

The plan was also shared with the 
Baha'i National Center in the U.S. 
which forwarded it to all of the 365 Ba
ha'i children's classes in the country. 



Vanuatu 
On February 7, after Cyclone Lma 

passed over some of the islands of 
Vanuatu, leaving a trail of destruction 
in its wake. the following message was 
received from the World Centre: 
"Deeply concerned safety friends 
following storm. Universal House of 
Justice." . 

This reply was sent: "Friends Efate 
Lenakel area safe. Still no confirmed 
news safety friends Tanna due difficul
ty communications. All homes and :-';a
tional Centre partially damaged. Cen
tre Erakor destroyed. Lenakel okay. 
Weather favorable dearing reconstruc
tion work." 

Papua New Guinea 

Pictured are members of a literacy 
class in the village of Kora, Western 
Highlands of Papua New Guinea. 

Australia 
The works of Effie Baker, an early 

Baha'i photographer who was known 
for her many splendid photographs of 
Baha'i sites in Iran and the Holy Land. 

Two Baha'I' couples are pictured on the 
eve of their marriages last January 31 
at the Lenakel Baha'I' Center on Tanna 
Island, Vanuatu. In the front row are 
the two witnesses, both members of the 

which was organized by Knight of 
8ahd'u'lIah Violet Hoehnke, who is 
in the back row (fourth from right). 

are included in a new book by Green
house Publications, Australian Wom
en Photographers. 

, ~·t 

Spiritual Assembly of Lenakel. In the 
back row are the two couples: Willy 
Nouveli and lami lolu, and Thomas 
laluaing and Elizabeth Kauia. 

Trinidad/Tobago 
The Sunday magazine of the Trini

dad Guardian for January 18, in a full
page photograph of the opening of the 
country's parliament, pictured Baha'is 
Laurence Coward and Dr. Hamid Fa
rabi. 

They were participants in an inter
faith service the followed the formal 
opening of parliament, which is the 
major public event of the year in Trin
idad and Tobago. In the photograph, 
the Baha'is are in the front row, next to 
the new Prime Minister. A. N. Robin
son, and his wife. and President and 
Mrs. Ellis Clarke. 

The Baha'is were first on the pro
gram, followed by representatives of 
the Christian, Hindu and \1uslim com
munities. 

Caroline Islands 
The first local Spiritual Assembly of 

Lelu on Kosrae in the Eastern Caroline 
Islands was formed in February by 
joint declaration. Kosrae is one of four 
principal islands of the Eastern Caro
lines group which together make up the 
Federated States of Micronesia. 
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United States 

Picnics commemorate Master's visit 

On a day that dawned dark and 
dreary and ended in the dazzling glow 
of love and unity, more than a thou
sand Baha'IS and their guests gathered 
June 27 at the Wilhelm properties in 
Teaneck, New Jersey, to commemo
rate the 75th anniversary of the Unity 
picnic hosted there by 'Abdu'l-Baha 
during His historic visit to North 
America in 1912. 

The day-long event, one of about 
1,500 such picnics held across the 
country on this momentous occasion at 
the request of the Hand of the Cause of 
God William Sears, whose presence 
greatly blessed this one, seemed doom
ed at the outset as the heavens opened 
up, drenching the Teaneck area and 
causing electricians to refuse to set up 
equipment at nearby Votee Park, 

where much of the festivities were to be 
held. 

The steady rain was the only element 
over which the Wilhelm Council, after 
months of tireless work and careful 
planning, had no control. As noon ap
proached and the showers continued, 
the prospect of holding any kind of 
celebration appeared dim indeed. 

The park was abandoned and a de
cision was made to set up a stage near 
the grove of evergreens on the Wilhelm 
property where the Master had enter
tained His guests on that long-ago day, 
saying, "Hundreds of thousands of 
meetings shall be held to commemorate 
this occasion, and the very words I 
speak to you today shall be repeated in 
them for ages to come." 

As workmen set about building the 

nic' at the Wilhelm properties in Tea
neck, New Jersey. 

makeshift stage, whose backdrop was 
the huge blue-and-white globe used at 
the Peace Conference last August in 
San Francisco, and Mr. Sears, Coun
sellors Wilma Brady and Robert Har
ris, the members of the National Spir
itual Assembly, musicians and other 
performers, and Baha'is from all over 
the East Coast and elsewhere wondered 
whether there would be a Souvenir pic
nic in Teaneck, the sky began to clear 
and the rain slackened to a drizzle. 
There was hope after all! 

Although the weather remained 
overcast and the ground rain-soaked, 
that hope soon became reality as the 
friends opened picnic lunches, chairs 
were arranged in the grove, and Coun
sellor Harris, the master of ceremo
nies, set about helping the Council 
members revise the program, which 
was to have begun at 10 a.m. 

It soon became apparent that the 
decision to move from the park, made 
under such trying circumstances, was a 
master stroke. The grove, whose na
tural beauty and charm evoked mem
ories of 'Abdu'l-Baha Himself, was the 
perfect spot in which to have a picnic. 

The program got under way shortly 
after lunch with a number of excellent 
performers preceding the keynote ad
dress by Mr. Sears and the presentation 
of a plaque to Mayor Bernard E. 
Brooks of Teaneck for his work in pro
moting unity among all the people in 
that city. 

Another special guest was state Sen. 
Matthew Feldman. 

'Abdu'l-Baha's address to the first 
Unity picnic in 1912 was read by Dr. 
Robert Henderson, secretary, and 
Judge Dorothy Nelson, treasurer of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, which 
held its regular meeting that weekend 
in Teaneck. 

Most of those in the audience were 
given roses in memory of the martyrs 
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Above: Canada's Gordi Munro enter
tains at the 'Unity picnic. ' Top right: 
Mayor Bernard Brooks of Teaneck re
ceives a plaque from Judge James Nel
son, chairman of the U.S. National 
Spiritual Assembly. Middle right: A 
sign welcomes the friends to the Wil
helm properties in Teaneck. Below 
right: After the rain, the friends settle 
down for a picnic lunch and much 
good fellowship and splendid enter
tainment. 

in Iran, while many carried colorful 
balloons emblazoned with the "Dia
mond Jubilee" logo associated with 
the 75th anniversary of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
visit to North America. 

In addition to the speakers, they en
joyed songs by such superlative per
formers as Susan Lewis, Miguel Cor
rales, Gordi and Linda Munro, Red 
Grammer, Van Gilmer, and the New 
Horizon Choir; and story-telling in 
mime by the Touchstone Theatre. 

Later in the afternoon, as prayers 
for unity were being read in English, 
Italian, Spanish, Japanese and Lakota 
(Sioux), the sun made its first ap
pearance, peeking tentatively from be
hind the clouds as if to say, "All is well 
after alL" 

"This is the one event that will al
ways be associated with 'Abdu'l
Baha's visit to America," Mr. Sears 
said in his keynote address. 

He urged the friends at this picnic 
and, in a tape-recorded message, those 
at each of the 1,500 others being held 
across the country, to use the occasion 
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as a time to renew efforts in teaching 
the Faith. 

"We should all decide that we 
should do something wonderful with 
our lives," he said. "Just imagine if, 
ail across America, we should arise 
after these picnics. Imagine what 
would happen in the years ahead." 

At the close of his address, Mr. Sears 
invited all of the friends to greet him at 
the Wilhelm cabin, and not to worry 
about tiring him. 

"I came here to be tired," he said. 
"What finer gift could anyone have 
than to be tired by the friends?" ... 1 
don't know how many more Souvenirs 
we'll have together." 

True to his word, Mr. Sears went to 
the porch of the cabin after the pro
gram and remained there for more 
than two hours exchanging words of 
love and affection with anyone who 
wished to see him. 

Mayor Brooks, in accepting his pla
que from the National Spiritual As
sembly, welcomed the Baha'is to his 
"living room," apologizing for its 
"leaky roof." 

"I couldn't think of a better place 
for you to have this assembly," he told 
his audience. "In Teaneck we have no 
majorities and no minorities. We just 
have people." 

In spite of the inclement weather 
which led to the last-minute rearrange-

The friends spread their picnic lunches 
infront of the charming Wi/helm home 

ment of the agenda, the members of 
the National SpiritUal Assembly were 
obviously pleased with the results. 

"It was simply marvelous," said Dr. 
Henderson. "One of the outstanding 
BaM.'i events in my memory. 

"We simply can't say enough about 
the Council and the hard work and 
planning that enabled them to over
come every obstacle to make this a tru
ly memorable occasion, one that those 
who were fortunate enough to attend 
will remember fondly for many years 
to come." 

where 'Abdu'l-Bahti spent the night on 
June 29, 1912. 

Performers at one of the 1,500 other 
picnics, this one in Gainesville, Flo
rida. 

, '. , 
I 

Some of the more than 1, 000 spec
tators at the Unity picnic June 27 in 
Teaneck, New Jersey, would do almost 
anything, it seems, to obtain a better 
view of the Hand of the Cause of God 
William Sears and the group of out
standing performers who were there to 
entertain them. 
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'Abdu'l-Baha in America 

, 'This is a delightful spot • • • 

"Are you all well and happy? This is 
a delightful spot; the scenery is beau
tiful, and an atmosphere of spirituality 
haloes everything. In the future, God 
willing, Green Acre shall become a 
great center, the cause of the unity of 
the world of humanity, the cause of 
uniting hearts and binding together the 
East and the West. This is my hope. " 

-'Abdu'I-Bahd, August 17, 1912 
• 

On August 16, 1912, 'Abdu'l-Baba 
traveled to Green Acre in a car brought 
from there by Alfred Lunt. Green 
Acre, an estate of nearly 200 acres on 
the banks of the Piscataqua River in 
Eliot, Maine, was opened in 1894 by 

Miss Sarah J. Farmer as a conference 
center for people of advanced and lib
eral views. Two years later she became 
a Baha'i, and, after going on pil
grimage to 'Akka, offered the facilities 
of Green Acre to 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

Almost within minutes of His arrival 
at Green Acre, after only a short rest, 
'Abdu'l-Baha spoke briefly to a large 
group who had assembled to meet 
Him. Later, He visited the sanatorium 
in nearby Portsmouth where Sarah 
Farmer, an invalid, was a patient. Al
though ill and frail, she accompanied 
Him back to Green Acre. 

Five of 'Abdu'l-Baba's talks at 
Green Acre are recorded in The Pro-

'Abdu'I-Bahd at Green Acre, August 1912 
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mulgation of Universal Peace (Copy
right c 1982 by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the United 
States). The following is from August 
17 (with notes by Edna McKinney): 

"The physical beauty of this place is 
very wonderful. We hope that a spiri
tual charm may surround and halo it; 
then its beauty will be perfect. There is 
a spiritual atmosphere manifest here 
particularly at sunset . 

"In cities like New York the people 
are submerged in the sea of material
ism. Their sensibilities are attuned to 
material forces, their perceptions pure
ly physical. The animal energies pre
dominate in their activities; all their 
thoughts are directed to material 
things; day and night they are devoted 
to the attractions of this world, with
out aspiration beyond the life that is 
vanishing and mortal. In schools and 
temples of learning knowledge of the 
sciences acquired is based upon ma
terial observations only; there is no 
realization of Divinity in their methods 
and conclusions-all have reference to 
the world of matter. They are not in
terested in attaining knowledge of the 
mysteries of God or understanding the 
secrets of the heavenly Kingdom; what 
they acquire is based altogether upon 
visible and tangible evidences. Beyond 
these evidences they are without sus
ceptibilities; they have no idea of the 
world of inner significances and are ut
terly out of touch with God, consider
ing this an indication of reasonable at
titude and philosophical judgment 
whereof they are self-sufficient and 
proud. 

"As a matter of fact, this supposed 
excellence is possessed in its superlative 
degree by the animals. The animals are 
without knowledge of God; so to 
speak, they are deniers of Divinity and 
understand nothing of the Kingdom 
and its heavenly mysteries. As deniers 

.-



On August 17,1912, 'Abdu'I-Baha, ac
companied by his secretary and others, 

of the Kingdom, they are utterly igno
rant of spiritual things and uninformed 
of the supernatural world. Therefore, 
if it be a perfection and virtue to be 
without knowledge of God and His 
Kingdom, the animals have attained 
the highest degree of excellence and 
proficiency. Then the donkey is the 
greatest scientist and the cowan ac
complished naturalist, for they have 
obtained what they know without 
schooling and years of laborious study 
in colleges, trusting implicitly to the 
evidence of the senses and relying sole
ly upon intuitive virtues. The cow, for 
instance, is a lover of the visible and a 
believer in the tangible, contented and 
happy when pasture is plenty, perfectly 
serene, a blissful exponent of the tran
scendental school of philosophy. Such 
is the status of the material philos
ophers, who glory in sharing the condi
tion of the cow, imagining themselves 
in a lofty station. Reflect upon their ig-

strolls on the grounds of Green Acre in 
Eliot, Maine. The Green Acre Center 

norance and blindness. 
"Nay, rather, the virtue of man is 

this: that he can investigate the ideals 
of the Kingdom and attain knowledge 
which is denied the animal in its limita
tion. The station of man is this: that he 
has the power to attain those ideals and 
thereby differentiate and consciously 
distinguish himself an infinite degree 
above the kingdoms of existence below 
him. 

"The station of man is great, very 
great. God has created man after His 
own image and likeness. He has en
dowed him with a mighty power which 
is capable of discovering the mysteries 
of phenomena. Through its use man is 
able to arrive at ideal conclusions in
stead of being restricted to the mere 
plane of sense impressions. As he pos
sesses sense endowment in common 
with the animals, it is evident that he is 
distinguished above them by his con
scious power of penetrating abstract 

was given to the Faith by its owner and 
founder, Miss Sarah J. Farmer. 

realities. He acquires divine wisdom; 
he searches out the mysteries of crea
tion; he witnesses the radiance of om
nipotence; he attains the second 
birth-that is to say, he is born out of 
the material world just as he is born of 
the mother; he attains to everlasting 
life; he draws nearer to God; his heart 
is replete with the love of God. This is 
the foundation of the world of human
ity; this is the image and likeness of 
God; this is the reality of man; other
wise, he is an animal. Verily, God has 
created the animal in the image and 
likeness of man, for though man out
wardly is human, yet in nature he pos
sesses animal tendencies. 

"You must endeavor to understand 
the mysteries of God, attain the ideal 
knowledge and arrive at the station of 
vision, acquiring directly from the Sun 
of Reality and receiving a destined por
tion from the ancient bestowal of 
God." 
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Canada 

'Let It Be This Generation!' 

"Let it be this generation!" was the 
rallying cry of 1,700 youth from 32 
countries who gathered July 9-12 for a 
Baha'i International Youth Con
ference at the University of Western 
Ontario in London, Ontario, Canada. 

Baha'i and non-Baha'i youth came 
to the conference to consult together 
on ways in which they can work for 
peace so that world peace is achieved as 
a result of the efforts of this genera
tion. 

Among those who spoke to the 
young people were seven members of 
the Continental Boards of Counsellors: 
Eloy Anello, Farzam Arbab, Robert 
Harris, Lauretta King, Donald Rogers 
and David Smith from the Americas, 
and Agnes Ghaznavi from Europe. 

Other featured speakers were Jane 
Faily, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Canada; Robert 
Henderson, secretary of the U.S. Na
tional Spiritual Assembly; Auxiliary 
Board member Jack Lenz from Ca-

'We're this close,' says Auxiliary 
Board member Jack Lenz of Canada. 
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Young Bahd '(S greet one another be
neath a large banner welcoming them 

nada; and Kevin Locke, a Native 
American Baha'i and renowned travel
ing teacher from South Dakota. 

Conference sessions were translated 
into sign language for the hearing im
paired by Chuck Bullock, a Baha'i 
from Austin, Texas, and Vicki Meyer, 
a non-Baha'i from London, Ontario. 

The conference was opened with an 
address by Dr. George Pedersen, the 
president of the University of Western 
Ontario, who commended the youth 
on their "impressive agenda for 
peace." 

Letters of welcome were received 
from Canadian Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney and David Peterson, the pre
mier of Ontario. 

A proclamation by the mayor of 
London, Ontario, Thomas Gosnell, 
declared July 6-12 "Baha'i Week" in 
that city. 

The Universal House of Justice, in 
its message to the conference, said to 

to the International Youth Conference 
in London, Ontario. 

the youth, "You are called upon to 
demonstrate to your peers the power of 
the Revelation of BaM'u'llah through 
the nobility of your characters, the ex
cellence of your morals, and the vitali
ty of your spiritual discipline. 

"Your commitment to the service of 
mankind should be reflected in your 
way of life, your pursuit of education, 
and in the training of your minds in 
preparation for the challenges which 
await the expanding Baha'i community 
in spirituality, administration, social 
and economic development, and inter
national relations." 

In addition to the speakers and a 
wide range of entertainment including 
song, dance and drama, the youth were 
encouraged in the evenings to take part 
in group discussions with the Coun
sellors and other guests. 

At the close of each evening session 
the speakers made themselves available 
in the dormitories, and as there was no 

--
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curfew, these informal sessions con
tinued late into the night. 

Also taking place each evening was 
"Night Beat," an informal gathering 
of musicians in the University Center 
featuring such talented artists as Doug 
Cameron, James Woodbridge, "4th 
Epoch" and "New Generation" who 
performed nightly until 2 a.m. 

A special "round table" discussion 
was held for Baha'!s and non-Baha'i 
representatives of youth groups in
terested in consulting on ways to work 
for peace. 

Two members of the National Youth 
Committee of Canada met with mem
bers of Canada World Youth, Youth 
Action for Peace, and other groups, to 
discuss the need for unity among the 
peoples and nations of the world. 

"Becoming a Spiritual Being- A 
World Citizen" was the title of a panel 
discussion chaired by a Baha'! youth, 
Mehrdad Baghai. 

Panelists were Counsellors Anello 
and King and two Baha'i youth, Laurie 
Torres of Alaska (who was recently a 
pioneer to Peru) and Owrang Kashef 
who works at the World Centre in 
Haifa, Israel. 

The speakers urged the youth to con
sider service overseas as a means of 
developing their spiritual nature and 
world-consciousness. 

A video tape, "The Global Brain," 
by Peter Russell illustrated the evolu-

Counsellor Eloy Anello (left) has his 
remarks 'signed' for the hearing im-

To the youth gathered at the International 
Youth Conference in London, Ontario 

We extend lOving greetings to the participants in this Youth Conference 
which is convened in a period when the Faith of Baha'u'llah is emerging 
~rom the dark. shadows of obscurity into a position of respect and prom
mence on the mternational scene. 

In the Cradle of the Faith a fettered Baha'i community looks expectantly 
to the believers in the West to perform heroic and sacrificial deeds which 
will demonstrate anew the resistless might of the Cause of God. 

You are called upon to demonstrate to your peers the power of the Rev
elation of Baha'u'llah through the nobility of your characters, the excel
lence of your morals, and the vitality of your spiritual discipline. 

Your commitment to the service of mankind should be reflected in your 
way of life, your pursuit of education, and in the training of your minds in 
preparation for the challenges which await the expanding Baha'i communi
ty in spirituality, administration, social and economic development, and in
ternational relations. 

Among the opportunities before you for service to the Faith are a youth 
year of service, teaching projects undertaken during vacation periods, and 
dedicated and persevering participation in local community life. 

We offer you our heartfelt love, our full confidence, and the assurance of 
our prayerful remembrance of you at the Sacred Threshold. 

tion of mankind's collective con
sciousness, which made a giant leap 
forward when man entered the Space 
Age. 

Looking back on planet earth from 
outer space, man was able for the first 
time to see it as an organic whole: truly 
one world. 

As Counsellor Smith said in his com
mentary on the video, "We need to be 

paired by Chuck Bullock, a BaM'{ 
from A ustin, Texas. 

Universal House of Justice 
July 7, 1987 

willing to find new ways of looking at 
things, new ways of thinking, if man
kind is to survive." 

The Association for Baha'! Studies 
met during the conference to talk 
about projects for Baha'i college clubs 
to initiate in conjunction with the ABS. 

The Baha'i Distribution Service of 
Canada set up a bookstore to sell va
rious materials including T-shirts, but
tons and bags with the conference 
logo, "Let It Be This Generation!" or, 
in French, "Que ce soit cette genera
tion!" 

Alongside the bookstore were infor
mation booths for the Baha'i World 
Centre; the National Youth Commit
tees of Canada and the U.S.; Canada 
World Youth; the Louhelen Baha'i 
School; service projects such as the 
Baw' Peace March from London to 
Toronto; and upcoming conferences 
including those in Manchester, Eng
land, and Lafayette, Indiana. 

The conference drew media atten
tion from around the world. Jeph 
Pillet-Fabre, a reporter for the French 
newspaper Liberation, came to cover 
the event for his Paris-based paper be
cause, he said, "The French youth 
need an example to follow such as the 
youth gathering here to talk about 
peace." 

Locally, the conference received 
press coverage in the London Free 
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Above: In the evenings, the beat goes 
on. Below: And dancing to that beat 

Press and the university newspaper, 
Western News. 

Among the stellar artists who enter
tained during the main sessions were: 

• Canadian recording artist Doug 
Cameron and his band, "Blue Velvet." 

• Canadian singer/guitarist Gordi 
Munro who recently completed a 
2O,OOO-mile teaching trip through the 
U.S. 

• Youth Core, a group of 17 non-Ba
ha'i youth from Ontario who presented 
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are many of the young people attend
ing the Youth Conference. 

a drama about conflicting ideologies 
achieving unity. 

• Negin Khoshkhesal and Habib 
Zargarpour, Baha'i youth from Van
couver who presented a "unity dance" 
entitled "Rome bot and J uliebot. " 

• San tour player Kiu Haghighi and 
pianist Rosamond Brenner from Illi
nois. 

• A Canadian dance troupe, "The 
Atlantic Workshop." 

• Non-Baha'i singer Rosemary 

Stewart. 
• Singer Nancy Ward who accom

panied Mr. Cameron during his perfor
mance of the song, "Mona with the 
Children. " 

Mr. Lenz, who besides being an 
Auxiliary Board member is a musician 
and composer for radio, television and 
films, produced a dramatic presenta
tion on the life of the Bab, "Midsum
mer Noon," which was performed to 
commemorate the anniversary of the 
Martyrdom of the Bab on July 9. 

Counsellor Arbab, who is director of 
a program in education and rural de
velopment in Colombia, spoke twice 
during the conference. His first talk 
was titled "Needed-A New Kind of 
Youth." 

There is no doubt, he said, that' 'the 
prevailing world order is lamentably 
defective. 

"Yet this day is infused with the 
Grace of God-and as overwhelmed as 
you may be by social conflicts and 
problems of personal transformation, 
you can choose the 'path of sacrifice' 
and respond to the sound of the voice 
that calls you to service from the inner
most heart of humanity. 

"Face your future!" he told his 
young audience. "Become involved!" 

In this conference, Dr. Faily said, 
"you will decide how you feel about 
the issue of world peace." 

Humanity, she said, has come to a 
point of paralysis, unable to move for
ward due to a "balance of terror" 
created by the threat of nuclear an
nihilation. 

The task facing today's young peo
ple, she said, is that of "ushering 
mankind into adulthood; unifying the 
people of the world to prevent the 
destruction of the earth and protect 
future generations." 

Mr. Locke, a Lakota Baha'i, spoke 
on "Native American Prophecies for 
Peace" and gave a performance of his 
renowned "hoop dance." 

He explained the significance of the 
dance, in which various colored hoops 
are formed into a globe, as represent
ing unity in diversity. 

Counsellor Harris said it is the task 
of this generation to "bust the bar
riers" to world peace identified by the 
Universal House of Justice in its peace 
statement: racism, the oppression of 
women, economic injustice, lack of 
education, nationalism, and religious 
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Youth join hands to sing a song of love and unity with Doug Cameron and his band. 

Counsellor Robert Harris exhorts his 
audience to 'bust the barriers' to world 

strife. 
Youth can obliterate those barriers, 

he said, by arising in service to the 
Cause of God: 

"Make the decision to travel and 
give time to serve the Cause. Convince 
your parents that you are serious about 
your commitment-prove you can 

peace identified by the Universal 
House of Justice. 

clean up your own room before you try 
to save the world! 

"And, most important, don't wait
make the decision to go, and go now!" 

"Peace: What Does It Take?" was 
the question put to the youth by Dr. 
Henderson, who suggested that they 
start by trying to be an example to the 

world. 
True happiness, he said, "comes 

from excellence of character, breadth 
of learning and the ability to solve 
problems. You have been given the 
power not only to affect your own lives 
but all of society. You are the cham
pions of a new day!" 

Counsellor Rogers, in his presenta
tion on "The Creative Dynamic of an 
Ideal Community," used classic paint
ing to illustrate humankind's journey 
out of darkness. 

"However insignificant you feel," 
he said, "you should nevertheless arise 
to serve; stand up and generate light or 
else darkness will prevail." 

Counsellor Ghaznavi and a panel of 
youth discussed "The Power of a 
Moral Character." The three young 
panelists were Mark Steiner, Maren 
Klapt and Ruth Forman. 

Ms. Klapt, who spoke in German 
which was translated into English by 
Counsellor Ghaznavi said, "Youth can 
move the world, but first we have to 
move ourselves." 

The music video "Mona with the 
Children" was shown during Coun
sellor Smith's closing address which 
emphasized depth of faith and a firm 
commitment to the Cause of God. 

The youth, filled with spirit and a 
desire to become the "champions of a 
new day," arose as one, singing, "Let 
it be this generation to bring peace; 
bring it to the world!" 
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V.S./Philippines 

Baha'i-organized airlift aids poor 

What started as an idea for a modest 
service project in the minds of two Los 
Angeles-area Baha'is blossomed re
cently into one of the most massive hu
manitarian medical relief airlifts ever 
undertaken. 

Called Project HELP (Hospital 
Emergency Lift, Philippines), the air
lift brought free medical help-in the 
form of doctors, medicines and med
ical equipment-from Southern Cali
fornia to the poorest children in the 
Philippines. 

Philippine President Corazon Aqui
no, saying she was "overwhelmed" by 
the effort, officially received the 
airlift's 15 tons of donated medicines 
from Baha'i project leaders David 
Langness and Deanne LaRue in a for
mal reception at Malacanang Palace in 
Manila. 

The Project HELP airlift took 25 
physicians and health care profes
sionals to the Philippines, with a 
special focus on the critical medical 
needs of children. The all-volunteer 
group flew from Los Angeles to Ma
nila aboard a China Airlines 747 filled 
with medicines and medical supplies 
donated by hospitals in Southern Cali
fornia. 

Mr. Langness and Ms. LaRue, who 
run the communications division of the 
Hospital Council of Southern Califor
nia, a non-profit trade association, put 
together the effort in six months solely 
from donated labor, supplies and 
travel accommodations-or, as they 
said. "on two wings and a prayer." 

"We wanted to do several things 
with Project HELP." said Mr. Lang
ness, HCSC's vice-president of com
munications. 

"First, to raise the world's aware
ness of the terrible medical plight of 
the poor in the Philippines; second, to 
build a program that could link health 
efforts and support what had already 
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President Corazon Aquino of the Phil
ippines (center) receives a small box of 
medicines, symbolic of the 15 tons of 
medicine airlifted to that country last 
February by Project HELP, from the 

been done; and third, to really apply 
the Baha'i principles of world unity 
and social development in our jobs. 

"It was a life-changing experience to 
see it work." 

The large-scale project grew out of a 
simple request from three Filipino 
women in Los Angeles who came to the 
Hospital Council and asked Mr. Lang
ness and Ms. LaRue for a donation of 
a few grocery bags of badly-needed 

project's two principal organizers, Ba
hd'l's David Langness and Deanne La
Rue, during a ceremony at Malacanang 
Palace in Manila. (Photo by Marissa 
Roth, the Los Angeles Times) 

medicines. 
"We wanted to do a little better than 

that," Ms. LaRue said with a smile. 
Since the peaceful overthrow last 

year of Philippine dictator Ferdinand 
Marcos, and the subsequent flight of 
capital from the country's economy. 
simple medicines such as antibiotics 
and vaccines have been in critically 
short supply. 

Thousands of people, especially Fili-

--



pino children, have died as a result of 
the shortages. 

Ms. LaRue, who is HCSC communi
cations director, said, "There is a 
measles epidemic rampant in the Phil-

sick children, together in one bed 
in the pediatrics/malnutrition ward of 
a slum hospital in Manila, the Philip
pines, are watched over by their 
mothers. These and other slum chil-

ippines today, for example, because 
the money to buy vaccines just isn't 
there. The health care conditions are 
terrible. We thought we should do 
everything possible to help." 

... . 

dren were the target of a massive effort 
by Project HELP to aid the medically 
deprived people of the Philippines. 
(Photo by Marissa Roth, the Los An
geles Times) 

Project HELP began to take shape 
quickly after Ms. LaRue secured the 
donation of free passenger and cargo 
space on a China Airlines jet. 

The Hospital Council asked its 240 
member hospitals to give surplus medi
cines, supplies and medical equipment 
to the effort, and those gifts-far more 
than the 15 tons the airline had allo
cated-soon filled a donated ware
house. 

Mr. Langness and Ms. LaRue then 
sought the cooperation of Operation 
California, the Hollywood-based air
lift relief charity known for its mercy 
flights to Cambodia, Ethiopia and 
other disaster-stricken countries. 

While Mr. Langness and Richard 
Walden, president of Operation Cali
fornia, were on an exploratory fact
finding trip to the Philippines, the 
"Mendiola massacre" of 18 demon
strators and a coup attempt took place. 

Although these political tensions 
threatened to halt the project, the deci
sion was made to press ahead. 

A delegation comprised of 25 physi
cian and hospital administrator volun
teers was recruited, and the project was 
officially kicked off at a press confer
ence by U.S. Sen. Richard Lugar. 

The senator, who played a major 
role in the Philippines' "snap revolu
tion" of February 1986 as the head of a 
U.S. Congressional team investigating 
election fraud, said he was "genuinely 
moved and inspired by such a humani
tarian effort. 

"Hope comes from persons like 
yourselves," he said. "Your care can 
make a very big difference in people's 
lives. " 

Also announced at the press con
ference was a crucial element of the 
project, a plan to set up a long-term 
"sister hospital" network between par
ticipating U.S. institutions and needy 
hospitals in the Philippines. 

The network was to be implemented 
as an integral part of Project HELP, 
said Mr. Langness, and was designed 
to make the project a lasting effort 
rather than a token one-shot contribu
tion. 

When the Project HELP airlift took 
off during Intercalary Days late last 
February amid a flurry of local, na
tional and international media cov
erage, one other Baha'i was on board: 
physician Steve Peterson of Redlands, 
California, who had volunteered as a 
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delegate and soon became a symbol of 
the project's impact when he was fea
tured in a front-page article in the Los 
Angeles Times headlined "Not Like 
Redlands-Manila Slum Hospital Jars 
U.S. Doctor." 

The article, complete with a photo
graph of Dr. Peterson examining a sick 
child in the Philippines and a disturb
ing description of health care condi
tions in a Manila slum hospital, was 
picked up by the wire services and run 
in many newspapers across the U.S. 

"I would say that this is certainly a 
graphic illustration of need, " Dr. 
Peterson said in the Times article. 
"And no, I've never seen anything like 
this before in my life. 

"It would seem on the surface that 
there's no solution to the prob
lem-but you've got to do something. 
You've got to start somewhere." 

Projecteers, warmly received on 
their arrival in Manila, set to work im
mediately on an assessment of Philip
pine health care needs. The group 
spent most of its time visiting gov
ernment-operated hospitals in far
flung rural provinces like the islands of 
Negros and Samar, and in impoverish
ed urban areas such as Manila's Ton
do, one of the world's largest slums. 

"The Tondo was incredible," said 
Mr. Langness. "If you can imagine 
20,000 to 30,000 squatters, mostly 
children, living on a constantly burning 
garbage dump, with no hygiene, no 
sewers, no social services, you can be
gin to get a picture of Smoky Moun
tain, as it's called. 

"No one in the group could have 
dreamed, in his worst nightmares, of a 
hell more real than Smoky Mountain. 
Once you see conditions like that, you 
can't help but be affected. 

"But the one thing that really in
spired me," he said, "was that in the 
face of such dire conditions, the chil
dren we met radiated such warmth and 
happiness to us." 

Hospital conditions seen by the dele
gates were hard for many of them to 
believe. Visiting one typical regional 
hospital on the economically depressed 
island of Negros, they saw many hos
pital beds with two patients apiece, 
toured large malnutrition wards, and 
noted virtually bare pharmacy shelves. 

"Filipino doctors' and nurses do a 
great job," said one delegate, "but you 
can't save lives with no resources." 
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Another hospital had the luxury of 
owning an ambulance but had only 
enough fuel to operate it one day a 
week. 

Still another hospital appalled physi
cian delegates who saw surgery taking 
place in a hallway because surgical fa
cilities were packed, and saw dispos
able surgical gloves being washed-not 
sterilized-and hung up to dry for re
use later. 

At every hospital visited during their 

At one hospital, visited before 
the project's shipment of medi
cines had cleared customs, the 
delegates were so moved by the 
needs of the sick children that an 
impromptu collection was taken 
up, which financed a buying trip 
to a pharmacy. 

week-long stay, delegates noted one 
common denominator: a drastic lack 
of medicines. 

When a patient needed an antibiotic 
to fight an infection, for instance, it 
was generally understood that the pa
tient's family had to find the necessary 
medication in a pharmacy or buy from 
the local black market. 

At one hospital, visited before the 
project's shipment of medicines had 
cleared customs, the delegates were so 
moved by the needs of the sick children 
that an impromptu collection was 
taken up, which financed a buying trip 
to a pharmacy. 

The official visit with President 
Aquino took place on the fourth day 
after Project HELP's arrival, and was 
held in the small palace guest house 
which she uses as her presidential of
fice. 

Delegates also toured the palace it
self, infamous as the repository of the 
materialistic excesses of the Marcos re
gime such as Mrs. Marcos' shoe collec
tion. It is now used as a museum-and 
as a grim reminder of those excess
es-and is open to the Filipino people. 

President Aquino gave the delega
tion a warm and gracious reception 
and praised the group for its spirit of 
cooperation and international assis
tance. 

"As we continue our struggle for 
democracy," she said, "we are over-

whelmed by the kind of support your 
group has shown for my government. 

"On behalf of the Filipino people, I 
wish to thank you for the medicines 
you donated and your support for my 
country. " 

Mr. Langness addressed the large re
ception audiepce and the President, 
and then both Baha'is presented Mrs. 
Aquino with a small box of medicines 
that was symbolic of the larger ship
ment. 

The visit to the Philippines lasted a 
little more than a week, and all of the 
25 delegates expressed a desire to re
turn to continue the work. 

"It was a startling, eye-opening, 
amazing experience, " one of them 
said. 

"Once you see those (children's) 
faces," said another, "it makes you 
want to do everything in your power to 
keep helping." 

As a result of Project HELP, Ms. 
LaRue and Mr. Langness have been 
honored by the Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors, the Filipino 
community of Southern California, 
and the Hospital Council's board of di
rectors which gave them both "Leader
ship in Health Affairs" awards, which 
had been bestowed only once before in 
the organization's 65-year history. 

"The sense of hope, of new free
dom, and the happiness it engenders, 
infuses the Philippines with a wonder
ful feeling today," said Mr. Langness. 

"For me, as a Baha'i, doing this 
kind of relief work makes for a deep 
sense of humility in the face of the 
world's massive prob,lems, but it's also 
a great antidote for cynicism." 

Project HELP, said Ms. LaRue, 
"taught me that, with a little creativity, 
just about anyone can apply Baha'i 
principles in their work. And that is in
credibly fulfilling." 



United Nations 

In Bangladesh, volunteers keep faith 

United Nations Volunteers (UNVs), 
under the auspices of the United Na
tions Development Program (UNDP), 
was created in 1970 by the UN General 
Assembly to channel volunteers who 
are professionally qualified men and 
women into development activities in 
the Third World. 

About 1,000 UN Volunteers from 80 
countries are now in the field. Each 
volunteer assumes his or her assign
ment solely at the invitation of the host 
country. As part of the only volunteer
sending organization in the United Na
tions system, UN Volunteers work as 
citizens of the world, operating beyond 
politics and taking their cue from the 
developing countries' needs. 

The average UN Volunteer is a 
young professional, 25 to 35 years old, 
with a master's, technical degree or ex
tensive professional experience and 
several years of experience in his or her 
area of expertise. More than 75 per 
cent of UN Volunteers presently in the 
field are from developing countries, re
flecting increased promotion of tech
nical cooperation among developing 
countries and encouraging the fruitful 
exchange of talents and ideas. 

Volunteers first and foremost, 
UNVs take up their assignments not 
for careers or employment but for 
commitment and service. In accepting 
a UNV post, each UN Volunteer ac
cepts as well the challenges basic to in
ternational development: the need to 
adapt one's know-how to circum
stances, to adopt the host country's 
development aims as one's own, and to 
shoulder the job's inherent difficulties 
and frustrations in order to see some 
aspect of human existence change for 
the better. 

The following story, reprinted from 
a UNV newsletter of April-June 1986, 
is by Thirupukuzhi V. Srinivasan, a 
UNV medical doctor in Mirzapur, 

Tangail, Bangladesh: 
"It is another cloudy morning, with 

a forecast of thunderstorms, already 
most of the rivers brimming over, caus
ing suffering to the people. Thus life in 
Kumundini begins, with the chirp of 
exotic birds, melodious Rabindra San
geet (Tagore songs) in the air, and the 
hustle and bustle of people going to 
work. 

"UNV doctor Krishna Hort from 
Australia prepares himself for a jour
ney to a nearby village which will take 
several hours. First he travels by an 
overcrowded bus, then he takes a boat 
to cross one of the innumerable un
named rivers. He does this regularly to 
come to the people of the village and 
educate them in antenatal care, child 
care, family planning and primary 
health care. 

"UNV Aye Aye Myint, from Bur
ma, wearing a colorful national attire, 
rushes to the labor ward to attend to an 
expectant mother brought on a bullock 
cart from afar. 

"And I, UNV Srinivasan from In
dia, wearing an operation theatre at
tire, enthusiastically prepare myself for 
a series of long and gruelling opera
tions. With available minimal equip
ment and limited precious oxygen, I 
struggle every day to contribute to a 
better life for hospital inmates while at 
the same time pleasing the surgeons 
with dedicated work. 

"My compatriot, UNV Baboo Hu
dani, is an ophthalmologist. In broken 
Bengali he greets his patients and does 
not miss any opportunity of kindling in 
them a hope of regaining eyesight. 

"We are the four United Nations 
Volunteers working within the project 
'Assistance to the Kumundini Hospi
tal' -a hospital situated 44 miles from 
Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh. And 
what was started 42 years ago as a 20-
bed hospital-by a philanthropist nam-

ed Rana Prasad Saba who did not have 
even the resources to provide medical 
care for his own mother-has grown 
into a famous charitable hospital with 
a capacity of 750 beds. 

"The UNV assistance to Kumundini 
Hospital began with the arrival of the 
first UN Volunteer in 1982. He was Dr. 
Krishna Hort, a pediatrician who serv
ed the first two years (December 1982-
December 1984) as a UNV in general 
medicine, followed by a four-year as
signment in his specified field, pedi
atrics. The UNV is completing the sixth 
year of service at the hospital. Prior to 
the UNV assignment he worked as an 
Australian volunteer. UNV Krishna 
Hort understands the complexities of a 
traditional society and rightly thinks 
that language is an important and ef
fective vehicle to understanding the 
culture and tradition of a society. The 
UNV has succeeded in not only picking 
up the Bengali language but also a Ben
gali bride. 

"In the initial stage of the UNV as
signment, Dr. Hort's work did not pro
ceed smoothly, mainly because of his 
unfamiliarity with Bengali culture. 
Now, after having mastered the lan
guage, he understands the society well. 
As a doctor with long experience in 
Bangladesh, UNV Hort feels that in 
Bangladesh more time and money are 
spent for curative medicine than for 
preventive and community medicine. 

"Moreover, he strongly suggests 
measures to improve the status of 
women in the society. This, he thinks, 
will lower the high mortality rate 
among pregnant women and infants. 
During his UNV assignment, Dr. Hort 
has seen considerable improvement of 
services in various clinics of the hos
pital, but he expresses only cautious 
optimism about a quick reduction in 
the infant mortality rate. 'There is a 
long way to go,' he says." 
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United States 

Artist, sculptor David Villasenor dies 

David Villanueva Villasenor, an ar
tist and sculptor who perfected the 
technique of permanent sand painting 
to help preserve for future generations 
that unique and important art form of 
the Navajo Indians, died July 6 in New 
Mexico after a long illness. 

Mr. Villasenor, a Baha'i since 1955, 
was widely known and universally re
spected as the foremost practitioner of 
sand painting, which he described as 
"one of the most beautiful and hallow
ed rites of the Navajo through which 
his reverence for all creation is made 
visual with superb dignity and in which 
always the Great Spirit is honored." 

Until Mr. Villasenor perfected, with 
the use of glue and colored sands, the 
sort of "permanent" sand paintings 
that could be hung on a wall, such 
paintings, considered sacred by the 
Navajo, were created, displayed and 
destroyed within 12 hours. 

Noting as a young man that the an
cient art form was dying out, Mr. 
Villasenor spent years developing a 
technique by which to preserve it, and 
many more years reintroducing the art 
of sand painting to Native Americans DA VID VILLASENOR 
throughout the Southwest and on the 
West Coast. limestone, amethyst and agate. 

He demonstrated his work at col- He combined these elements with ex-
leges and universities, made films for traordinary care and skill to create 
educational television, and lectured on paintings unmatched in their beauty, 
sand painting in the U.S. and other design and exquisite detail. 
countries. Mr. Villasenor was born February 

In 1981, Mr. Villasenor was featured 25, 1913, near Guadalajara, Jalisco, 
in a half-hour episode of "American Mexico. Orphaned at age six by the 
Perspective: Another View," a series Mexican Revolution, he came to the 
of lO television documentaries that U.S. 10 years later with no knowledge 
presented positive profiles of Amer- of its language or customs and lived 
icans of diverse ethnic backgrounds. near and among the Indians of the 

The "pallet" used in sand painting, Southwest. 
he pointed out, consists of different While he was with the Navajo, a 
colored rocks that are ground to the sand painting was made in his honor. 
consistency of sand: "Apache tears" As is the custom, he sat in the middle 
(obsidian), moss agate, copper sul- of it during the ceremony, and was im
fates, malachite, turquoise, azurites, ' mediately fascinated by the sand. 
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When it was time for the sand paint
ing to be "read," the medicine man 
said Mr. Villasenor would be a great 
teacher with sand and a great sand 
painter. 

True to that prediction, sand paint
ing and its spiritual symbolism soon 
became a major force in his life. 

It was not for himself that he 
dedicated years of trial and error to 
develop the work for which he was to 
become famous; his main interest was 
to find a way in which to preserve the 
holy books of the American Indians. 

Mr. Villasenor saw that the art of 
sand painting was waning, and realized 
that the symbols in the sand rep
resented the spiritual teachings of the 
Indian. His permanent sand paintings 
became a gift of love to Indian and 
non-Indian alike. 

While engaged in these pursuits he 
also helped establish the Santa Fe (New 
Mexico) Native Market, which today is 
a flourishing center for the sale of 
handmade Indian jewelry, pottery and 
sand paintings. 

It was there, in the early 1930s, that 
Ernest Thompson Seton, founder of 
the Woodcraft Rangers, saw Mr. Villa
senor carving whimsical wooden fig
ures of animals. 

The two of them soon began a happy 
lO-year association at the School of In
dian Wisdom where Mr. Villasenor 
worked with young boys, teaching 
them sand painting, whittling, nature 
crafts, wood carving and Indian sym
bolism. 

In 1942 he enlisted in the Army, was 
granted U.S. citizenship and assigned 
for three years to medical art work. 

It was during this time that he devel
oped an original method for taking 
molds of hands, feet, ears and other 
living tissue, using a material that 
made a soft mold to give complete de
tails of the area involved including 
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pores, follicles, tissue structure, etc., 
without causing further damage or 
trauma to the area. 

The technique, known as moulage, 
was used to show progress and change 
from pre-surgery conditions to post
operative recuperation. 

For its development, Mr. ViIIasefior 
was awarded the Army's highest possi
ble non-combatant citation for his 
"permanent contribution to medical 
science." 

His original work forms part of the 
permanent exhibit of the Museum of 
Pathology in Washington, D.C. 

In 1948 Mr. ViIIasefior married Jean 
Gimlin who survives him and with 
whom he co-authored several books in
cluding How to Do Nature Painting, 
Tapestries in Sand, and How to Do 
Permanent Sand Painting. 

As a sculptor, Mr. ViIIasefior, after 
much careful research and study in 
Mexico, created a full-scale replica of 
the Aztec calendar. 

From the carving a special mold was 
made from which came two fiber glass 
castings. The resultant sculptures are 

Pakistan 

12 feet in diameter and weigh some 600 
pounds. 

The first is on permanent display at 
the Los Angeles County Museum of 
Natural History; the second stands in 
La Plaza de la Raza in Lincoln Park, 
East Los Angeles. 

In 1976, after working for 10 years 
in his spare time, Mr. ViIIasefior com
pleted a lO-foot-high figure of the 
great Cherokee Indian Chief, Se
quoyah, fashioned from a Sequoyah 
redwood tree. 

The sculpture was given to the U.S. 
National Spiritual Assembly which in 
turned presented it as a gift to the 
Cherokee Nation at a ceremony in 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma. 

After becoming Baha'is in 1955, Mr. 
and Mrs. ViIIasefior devoted con
siderable time and energy to teaching 
the Faith, often using Mr. Villasefior's 
knowledge of sand painting and Indian 
art, culture and symbolism to open the 
door. 

Mr. ViIIasefior served on Assemblies 
for many years, was a member of the 
Spanish Teaching Committee and an 

assistant to the Auxiliary Board. 
Meanwhile, he worked for three 

years with Lockheed Aircraft's Re
search and Engineering Division, serv
ed as art director for the public tele
vision series "Ahora," and took part 
in the making of several documentary 
films. 

But sand painting remained his first 
love, and he traveled extensively to lec
ture about and present demonstrations 
of his art. 

One-man shows of his work were 
presented at the American Museum of 
Natural History (New York), the 
Southwest Indian Museum, the Los 
Angeles County Museum, the Santa 
Barbara Museum of Natural History, 
the Palace of the Legion of Honor (San 
Francisco), Descanso Gardens (La Ca
nada, California), the California In
stitute of Technology, and many other 
places. 

Mr. ViIIasefior was buried July 8 in 
the Santa Fe National Cemetery. 

Besides his wife, he is survived by a 
brother, Alonzo, and two sisters, Er
nestina and Librada. 

Counsellor Sdbir Ajdq{ (in white suit) Baluchi BahdYs in Kohmachi, Baluchi- stan, Pakistan. 
is shown during a visit May 12 to new 
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The world 

New Delhi Temple draws large crowds 

The Mother Temple of the Indian 
Sub-continent in New Delhi continues 
to attract thousands of visitors every 
month. 

In April, a group of devotees who 
were attending a "mela" at the nearby 
Temple of Kalkaji chose to offer pray
ers at the House of Worship. On April 
7, the last day of the celebration at the 
Kalkaji Temple, the Baha'i Temple re
ceived more than 35,000 visitors. 

Also in April, the third secretary of 
the Chinese Embassy, Zhao Li, accom
panied by his wife and two colleagues, 
visited the Temple. Mrs. Zhao was 

Hawaii 

Roberta Momi Williams oj the Baha'i' 
community oj Honolulu is shown as 
she read the opening prayer in the 
Hawaii State Senate at Naw-Rziz 1987. 
Each year on March 21, the Baha'ls oj 
Hawaii are invited to say prayers at the 
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deeply impressed, and said she wished 
there were such a Temple in China. 

Among other visitors were a team of 
11 Polish mountain climbers on their 
way to Nepal to scale Mount Everest. 
They copied the short obligatory 
prayer in Polish from Volume XIV of 
The Baha'i' World and spent an hour 
asking questions about the Faith. 

One young Indian woman from 
Delhi emerged from the Temple with 
her face alight and told the Baha'i 
guides of a recurring dream she'd had 
as a young girl about a temple in the 
shape of a lotus. 

opening oj the state legislature. This 
year has been declared the Year oj the 
Hawaiian by the governor oj the state; 
Roberta Williams is oj Hawaiian an
cestry. 

The Delhi Tourism Development 
Corporation brought its first group of 
visitors in April, and now brings more 
visitors almost daily. 

• 
Trichur, the cultural capital of the 

State of Kerala, India, was the target 
last February of a week-long teaching 
effort conducted by 23 Baha'is. 

By the end of the project, which was 
dedicated to the memory of the late Sri 
A.P. Kumaran, 200 families had re
ceived the Teachings, and 62 new be
lievers had been enrolled. 

Three Auxiliary Board members 
helped with the project, conducting a 
deepening institute on the first day, 
during which they spoke about the 
sacrificial services to the Cause by their 
late co-worker. 

• 
The "Bal Mela" (Baha'i Children's 

Fair) has become a popular annual 
event in the more than 100 Baha'i tu
torial schools in Uttar Pradesh, India. 

One hundred twenty-nine such 
schools including 17 middle schools 
cover a wide area of the three districts 
of Etawah, Kanpur (rural) and Faru
khabad. There are now more than 
8,000 students and 250 teachers in 
these schools. 

The Children's Fair, a day-long pro
gram of games, sports and cultural 
events, has become a tradition after 
only five years. This year it was nec
essary to hold several such events to 
cover the region and make the Fair ac
cessible to all the schools. 

Fifty-three schools participated with 
1,820 children taking part: 1,131 boys 
and 689 girls. 

In addition, there were 2,732 vis
itors, some of them students at private 
government schools. Many of these 
guests were impressed by the Baha'i 
celebration and expressed an interest in 
attending Baha'i schools. 



Kenya 

Counsellor Aziz Yazdi, a member of 
the International Teaching Centre in 
Haifa, Israel, and Mrs. Soraya Yazdi 
paid a brief visit to Kenya in January. 

Three hundred Baha'is attended a 
meeting with Mr. Yazdi at Givogi in 
Kakamega, according to the quarterly 
News Bulletin of the Auxiliary Board 
members in Kenya for February 1987. 

In Kisumu, the home of the Oburas 
overflowed with the Baha'is who came 
to meet the Yazdis. 

In Namawanga, Bungoma, 155 Ba
ha'is from 16 communities gathered at 
the Baha'i Center where Mr. Yazdi ex
horted the group, which included 65 
youth, to take up earnestly the ques
tion of social and economic develop
ment, saying they should improve both 
their spiritual and material lives. 

The Counsellor stopped next at the 
Nakuru Center to see the dormitory 
and to hold a prayer session with the 
friends who had gathered there for a 
pre-primary school teaching course. 

A meeting with the Baha'i communi
ty of Nairobi ended the visit of Mr. and 
Mrs. Yazdi to their former pioneering 
home. 

Bangladesh 
Two Children's Conferences were 

held recently in Bangladesh. At the Na
tional Haziratu'l-Quds in Dhaka on 
December 27, 30 children attended a 
conference organized by the National 
Baha'i Women's Committee, and on 
January 3, at the Baha'i Center in 
Mymensingh, 52 children came to a 
conference organized by the Regional 
Teaching Committee. 

The youngsters at both conferences 
enjoyed singing, dancing, prayers and 
poetry readings. 

Republic of Ireland 
A recent talk by a Baha'i to a wom

en's group in Waterford, Ireland, was 
so well received that the speaker was 
invited to prepare an exhibit on the sta
tus of women for the Waterford Fed
eration of Women's Organizations. 
The talk was based on reports from the 
Baha'i International Community 
about activities undertaken by Baha'is 
in support of the United Nations Dec
ade for Women (1975-1985). 

United States 

Dr. Robert C. Henderson (left), sec
retary of the U.S. National Spiritual 
Assembly, presents a copy of 'The 
Promise of World Peace' to William F. 
Gibson, chairman of the National As
sociation for the Advancement of Col
ored People, during the NAACP's 
78th annual convention in New York 
City. The presentation was made on 

Australia 
In March, about 100 people of di

verse backgrounds attended the dedica
tion of the Toowoomba, Australia, 
Peace Garden in East Creek Park. 

The ceremony was opened by the 
mayor of Toowoomba and an alder
man. 

The concept of a peace garden was 
recommended to the city council by the 
Spiritual Assembly of Toowoomba, 
which contributed $3,000 toward the 
total construction cost of $8,000. 

The garden, which is circular to sym
bolize the unity of races, nations, 

July 8 to commemorate the 75th anni
versary of 'Abdu'l-Bahti's address to 
the NAACP's fourth convention on 
April30, 1912. As a part of the presen
tation to the 3,500 delegates and 
guests, Dr. Henderson included in his 
remarks the statements made by 'Ab
du'I-Bahd at that earlier event. 

classes and religions, has nine path
ways leading to its center. 

Its two bronze plaques were unveiled 
by city officials who praised the Ba
ha'is for their peace initiatives. 

The dedication ceremony ended with 
peace songs and the release of doves. 

Nigeria 
Twenty women were among the 70 

Baha'is who met last February at a Na
tional Teaching Conference in Lagos, 
Nigeria, to launch that country's Six 
Year Plan goals. 
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PC 

Special report 

The International Year of Peace 

The primary peace activity for Ba
ha'is around the world has been the 
dissemination of "The Promise of 
World Peace," a statement addressed 
to "The Peoples of the World" by the 
Universal House of Justice, the su
preme governing body of the Baha'i 
Faith. The peace statement was re
leased October 24, 1985, to coincide 
with the United Nations proclamation 
of 1986 as the International Year of 
Peace. An initial emphasis was on its 
presentation to government leaders. To 
date (March 1987), the statement has 
been presented directly to 55, and indi
rectly to 107 heads of state for indepen
dent countries, directly or indirectly to 
32 heads of state for non-independent 
countries or territories, and to many 
other authorities and leaders at all 
levels of society. 

The following are some of the major 
peace activities at national and local 
levels. Associated with most, if not all, 
have been formal or informal presenta
tions of the peace statement. Sur
rounding many of the events has been 
extensive media coverage which further 
reinforced the purpose of these activi
ties, that is, encouraging people to 
think and act in ways which will lead to 
peace. 

(The entries have been organized ac
cording to Baha'i National Spiritual 
Assembly areas and the denominations 
and classifications used in this list do 
not imply on the part of the Baha'i In
ternational Community or its affiliates 
any judgment on the legal or other sta
tus of any territory.) 
ALASKA 

Peace Garden, Mendenhall Valley 

This report on 'Major Baha'{ Activi
tiesfor the International Year of Peace 
1986' was prepared in March 1987 by 
the Department of Statistics at the Ba
ha'I' World Centre. 

The Hand of the Cause of God Ama
tu'I-Baha Rrihlyyih Khanumpresents a 
copy of the Universal House of Jus-

Baha'is planted a garden at the local 
university and installed a plaque dedi
cating the garden to world peace. 
A~DAMAN & NICOBAR ISLA~DS 

World Peace Through World Relig
ion Symposium, Port Blair, January 
19, 1986 

The Symposium, organized by the 
local Baha'i community, featured 
speakers from four major religions and 
distribution of "The Promise of World 
Peace" in various languages. 
ARGENTINA 

Peace statement dissemination 
The Argentinian Baha'i community 

has distributed the peace statement to a 
substantial number of individuals and 
organizations throughout the country. 

AUSTRALIA 
Australian Peace Exposition, Baha'{ 

House of Worship, Sydney, March 28-
April 6, 1986 

The lO-day event, which included a 

tice's peace statement to United Na
tions Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar at a ceremony in New York. 

dinner for the media, a Baha'i Studies 
Conference, a Youth for Peace Con
ference, a Concert for World Peace 
given to an audience of 2,500 by Seals 
and Crofts, ethnic music and dancing, 
living arts and crafts displays, child
ren's activities, and conflict resolution 
workshops, was attended by more than 
7,300 people. More than 10,000 "peace 
banners" representing the work of 
about 25,000 people from 40 countries 
and from all areas of Australia were 
tied together into a six-kilometer Peace 
Ribbon which extended from the 
House of Worship to the sea. A key 
feature of the Exposition was the par
ticipation of the public in all its as
pects, including the support of civil, 
humanitarian, and social organizations 
in the planning and execution of all its 
activities. 

Tablelands Peace Exposition, Ather
ton, May 24-25, 1986 

1,500 peace banners, a two-meter 
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floral globe, and non-stop entertain
ment greeted visitors as they came to 
see exhibits prepared by more than 120 
organizations. More than 1,000 people 
attended an International Concert the 
first evening which featured a wide 
range of cultural performances and 
musical entertainment. Two hundred 
people took part in an all-day Peace 
Forum the following day. All events 
were organized and sponsored by the 
Baha'is with the help of friends from 
the community at large. In an area 
which has a population of only 8,500, 
about 4,500 people attended this Expo
sition. 

Fremantle Festival of Peace, Wes
tern Australia, September 6-7, 1986 

Fremantle Mayor John Cattalint 
opened this free, Baha'i-organized 
event which offered the 4,000 people 
who attended 40 exhibit stalls, 22 
workshops, live entertainment, a child
ren's program, an art exhibit and a 
film festival. The guest speaker was 
Sen. Joe Valentine. The festival re
ceived wide coverage in all media. 

Peace Exposition, Herberton, North 
Queensland, October 1986 

Harry Rankin, Shire chairman, and 
Enock Trenby, an Aboriginal descen
dant ofthe local Jittabul tribe of "little 
people," participated in the program. 
Although organized by local Baha'is, 
much help was received from the 
(Shire) council, local business people, 
and the Quakers. 750 people attended. 

Peace Event, Armidale, New South 
Wales, October 1986 

Twelve organizations, in addition to 
the Baha'is, participated in a peace 
event which featured John Lenn from 
the Australian IYP Secretariat and Dr. 
Connor from the Medical Association 
for the Prevention of War. Ten Armi
dale schools provided children's peace 
art for display. 

Peace Festival, Caboolture, Queens
land, October 11-12, 1986 

More than 1,000 people attended the 
festival, which was organized by the 
Baha'is in cooperation with other 
organizations. Exhibits, including an 
Aboriginal artifacts display, reflected 
peace and cultural themes. 

IYP Service, Baha'I' House of Wor
ship, Sydney, October 19, 1986 

The Governor-General of Australia, 
His Excellency Sir Ninian Stephen, 
reading from Isaiah, took part along 
with the Hand of the Cause of God 
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Collis Featherstone, in an Interna
tional Year of Peace service for an au
dience of 850. About 200 children par
ticipated in a simultaneous service in a 
marquee on the grounds. Following the 
service, lunch was served to 1,000 peo
ple on the lawns of the House of Wor
ship. 

Geelong Peace Expo, October 25-26, 
1986 

4,000 people participated, and about 
200 organizations and businesses as
sisted, in the Baha'i-organized Expo 
which featured a conference, displays. 
music, dancing, an interfaith service. 
and a candlelight vigil. 

Peace Seminar, Brisbane, 130 adults 
in attendance 

Baha '(s assist the government in dis
tributing IYP kits, Tasmania 

Baha'is were asked by the Foreign 
Affairs Department of Australia's IYP 
Secretariat to deliver its peace kits to 
all schools in Tasmania. 

One-week Peace Art Display at pop
ular venue and Peace Seminar, Ho
bart, Tasmania 

Baha'I's provide Peace Busfor a mo
bile peace display, Tasmania 
AUSTRIA 

Peace Festival, Modling, May 24-25, 
1986 

The municipality of Modling and the 
local Baha 'f community co-sponsored 
a Peace Festival attended by about 350 
people. The decision for mutual coop
eration in holding the festival resulted 
from an October 1985 meeting at 
which the Baha'is presented the peace 
statement to the mayor of Modling. 
BAHAMAS 

International Year of Peace Public 
Meeting, San Salvador, September 
1986 

The program consisted of skits, 
songs, and a speech on peace and uni
ty. In addition, all 130 people attend
ing were asked to fill out a question
naire on the program theme, "What 
Can I Do for Peace?" 
BANGLADESH 

Peace Gathering, Khulna, March 14, 
1986 

The Peace Gathering, organized by 
the Baha'is of Khulna, featured as 
guest speakers Rezwan Ali, president 
of the Khulna District Bar Association, 
and Auxiliary Board member Masoo
mul-Hoda. 150 people attended. 

Conference on "The Role of Wom-

en in Establishing World Peace," 
Dhaka, April 1986 

The Minister for Social Welfare and 
Women's Affairs, Barrister Rabaya 
Ebuiyu, was the chief guest at the con
ference, which was organized by the 
Baha'i National Women's Committee 
and held at the Shishu Academy. 
BARBADOS 
Caribbean Regional Peace Conference, 
October 24-26, 1986 

"World Peace Through World Uni
ty" was the theme of a conference 
hosted by the Baha'is and opened by 
the Prime Minister. The event attracted 
people of diverse cultures from 15 
countries. 
BELGIUM 

Extensive dissemination of "The 
Promise of World Peace" 

By March 1986, the Baha'is had dis
tributed 60,000 copies of the peace 
statement and presented it to all poli
ticians, to lawyers, professors, physi
cians, clergy, more than 2,000 report
ers, and many others. 

Peace Week in Mons, November 
22-30, 1986 

Church bells rang for 10 minutes to 
open Peace Week. A peace exhibit, 
children's "Make Peace" drawing con
test, tree-planting and a lecture at
tracted many people. An evening gala 
was held to close the week. 

BELIZE 
Peace Exhibit in Belize City, April 

14-19, 1986 
An art exhibit based on the peace 

statement, which included painting, 
drawing, graphics, sculpture, needle
work and stained glass, attracted 
300-400 people. 

United Nations Day Panel Discus
sion and Peace Fair, Belize City, Octo
ber 24-25, 1986 

Embassies in Belize provided flags to 
mark the site of the panel discussion, 
which was titled "Peace: More Than 
an End to War." On the second day, a 
"Peace Through World Unity" fair 
was held in which many groups partici
pated .. Both activities, plus a week-long 
peace exhibit, were organized by the 
Baha'is. 
BENI,," 

Presenting "The Promise of World 
Peace" to authorities 

Dissemination of the peace state
ment to government leaders at all levels 
was the primary IYP project for the 
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Baha'is. The President, on recelVlng 
his copy, requested additional copies 
for the Vice-President and Cabinet 
members. 
BERMUDA 

Baha'{ Winter School has peace 
theme, February 1986 

A guest teacher from the United 
States focused on peace for the indivi
dual, the family and the community. 
More than 70 adults, youth and child
ren joined in analyzing "The Promise 
of World Peace." 
BOLIVIA 

Distributing "The Promise of World 
Peace" 

The peace statement was widely pre
sented at all levels of government, to 
the media and to universities as the 
primary IYP project. 
BOTSWANA 

Luncheon for peace statement pre
sentations to government ministers 

The ministers of External Affairs, 
Water and Mineral Resources, and 
Health, together with five permanent 
secretaries were guests of the Baha'is 
for a luncheon at the Sun Hotel in Ga
borone. Copies of the peace statement 
were presented by a representative of 
the Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of Botswana. 
BRAZIL 

Brazilian Society of Physicians for 
Peace, founded August 6, 1986 

The Society, initiated by a group of 
Baha'i physicians, aims to serve as a 
forum for studies and proposals for the 
attainment of peace. The ceremony for 
its foundation was attended by 120 
doctors, the presidents of the Medical 
Association and Medical Councils, 
professors of medical universities, and 
included the most outstanding authori
ties in medicine and health in the re
gion. 

March for World Peace, Campinas, 
September 1986 

Several peace and humanitarian or
ganizations were represented among 
the 7,000 who participated in the Peace 
March, which was organized by the 
local Baha'i community with full sup
port of the City Prefectur. The march 
included 150 children carrying flags 
from different countries and culmi
nated in a concert given by the Sym
phonic Orchestra of the City of Cam
pinas. 

First National Peace Symposium in 

'Chief Dr. Nagendra Singh 
lights the traditional lamp of welcome 
to begin a World Peace Conference in 

(he Nuclear Era, Goiania, September 
19-21, 1986 

The Peace Symposium, sponsored 
by the Baha'i community of Goiania 
and the Brazilian Association for Ba
ha'i Studies, was officially inaugurated 
by the wife of the State Governor and 
attended by about 500 people. The pro
gram consisted of presentations by 
three panels of outstanding personal
ities and scientists, on Science for 
Peace, Education for Peace, and Econ
omy and Political Science for Peace. 
BRAZIL, PARAGUAY, ARGEN
TINA 

Peace Conference in Foz do /guau, 
Brazil (on the border of Argentina, 
Brazil and Paraguay), September 17, 
1986 

The 190 conference attendees from 
three countries met to discuss ideas 
about peace and to witness the unveil
ing of a one and one-half meter granite 
peace monument near the mutual bor
der of the three countries. A bronze 
plate on the monument is inscribed 
with the UN International Year of 
Peace symbol and a quote from Baha'
u'llah, "The earth is but one country 
and mankind its citizens." 
BURKINA 

Tree Planting near Ouagadougou, 
August 23, 1986 

Baha'is joined with other move
ments to plant 300 trees on a plot of 

or -$ 

Delhi, India. Looking on Jus
tice M.H. Beg; seated second from left 
is Counsellor Zena Sorabjee. 

land about 10 kilometers from the cap
ital. This is now a government reserve 
entitled "The Peace Grove." 

Baha'{ Youth Conference, Ouaga
dougou, December 27-28, 1986 

In keeping with its theme, "Youth in 
Search of Universal Peace," a fra
ternal atmosphere was created by the 
50 participants from Niger, Mali, Ivory 
Coast and Burkina. 

BURMA 
Peace Conference, April 29, 1986 
"All human beings must participate 

in doing world peace" was the theme 
of a conference which featured a talk 
on achieving "Peace Through Baha'i 
Teachings. " 

World Peace Prayer Meetings in 19 
communities, October 19-20, 1986 

In addition to the 24-hour prayer 
meetings in various communities, a 
special United Nations Day celebration 
and peace prayer meeting at the Na
tional Baha'i Center was attended by 
200 people. 

CAMEROON REPUBLIC 
Baha,{Summer School focuses on 

peace, Limbe, December 24-30, 1986 
Forty-nine persons took part in ani

mated workshops on the peace state
ment during this "high-spirited" sum
mer school which was marked by a 
greater attendance of women and girls 
than in previous years. 
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CANADA 
Academic Conference with Focus on 

Peace, Ontario, August-20-24, 1986 
2,000 people attended the 11 th an

nual Conference of the Association for 
Baha'i Studies which was dedicated to 
the theme of world peace. Speakers in
cluded the Hand of the Cause of God 
Arnatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum; Dr. 
Ervin Laszlo of the Club of Rome; and 
Ali Nakhjavani, a member of the Uni
versal House of Justice. 

Contribution to the University of 
Toronto Peace Chair 

University leaders, peace groups, in
terfaith organizations and many others 
attended a reception and presentation 
of the gift from the Canadian Baha'i 
community. The present occupant of 
the Peace Chair spoke on the role of 
science and scientists in humanity'S at
tempts to achieve world peace, after 
which the secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Canada briefly 
outlined the main points of "The 
Promise of World Peace." 

Baha'l-initiated High School Peace 
Expo, Ontario 

Fifty students at Whitechurch
Stouffville High School submitted 
creative work, such as essays, poetry, 
photography, music, video tapes, 
paintings, drama and dance, on the 
theme "For Peace to Come." 

CAPE VERDE 
Two Peace Conferences, May and 

June 1986 
In one conference, 120 persons at

tended including nearly all of the local 
officials. 
CHAD 

Prayersfor Peace on World Religion 
Day, Moissala, January 19, 1986 

Followers of many religions gather
ed at the Baha'i Centre with civil and 
military authorities and members of 
the Baha'i community to pray for the 
establishment of peace. 

UN Day celebration on the theme of 
"Peace and International Harmony" 

The Baha'i community of N'Dja
mena, in cooperation with the UN of
fice in Chad, organized a UN Day cele
bration that was attended by ministers, 
representatives of the diplomatic 
corps, and other prominent local peo
ple. 
CHILE 

Community Peace Seminars 
Seminars on peace, to encourage 
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local communities, have been held in 
Santiago (2), Viiia del Mar, Rancagua, 
Linares, Temuco, Copiapo and La Se
rena. 
CISKEI 

Children and adults attend "Peace 
Conference II, " Mdantsane 

Participation of the Baha'is in the 
"Ribbon of Peace" 

Coverage was received in the govern
ment "Umthombo" and privately-run 
"Indaba" newspapers. 
COLOMBIA 

5,000 students have seen a slide pro
gram based on the peace statement 

Time was allotted after each showing 
for questions and discussion. The Ba
ha'i teachers who presented the pro
gram in 17 schools focused on the uni
versal principles related to peace. 

Baha'l-sponsored World Religion 
Day Peace Program, Barranquilla 

Speakers from the Jewish, Hindu, 
Christian, Muslim and Baha'i commu
nities addressed the topic "Religion, 
Source of Peace." Extensive media 
coverage followed on radio, television 
and in newspapers. 
COSTA RICA 

National Baha'i Peace Week 

CUBA 
Presentation of "The Promise of 

World Peace" was the principal peace 
activity 

The Cuban Baha'i community fo-

cused its International Year of Peace 
efforts on presenting the peace state
ment to leaders of thought in govern
ment and the media. 
CYPRUS 

Illustrated peace statement accepted 
for commercial distribution 

One World Publications, owned and 
operated by Baha'is, has published an 
illustrated edition of "The Promise of 
World Peace" which is currently being 
distributed through an American firm. 
General bookshop buyers have previ
ously expressed the need for such a 
book. 
DOMI:\ICA 

"Think Peace" Caravan, September 
14, 1986 

Baha'is and their friends in a deco
rated truck and mini-bus displaying the 
banners "Think Peace" and "The 
Earth Is But One Country" traveled 
through villages and the north and east 
of the island sharing "The Promise of 
World Peace." After a Peace Concert 
in Portsmouth, where a Baha'i drama 
group performed, other decorated ve
hicles and a police escort joined the 
caravan for the trip back to Roseau. By 
the end of the day, 2,950 copies of the 
peace statement had been personally 
given to people along the route. 
EASTERN CAROLINE ISLANDS 
Day of Peace 1986, Pohnpei 

Recognition of the Day of Peace, 
held under the auspices of the Office of 

Baha'is in La Ceiba, Honduras, march whose theme was 'World Peace-To
in the annual Grand Carnival parade gether We Can Obtain It. ' 
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Micronesian Relations of the Depart
ment of External Affairs of the Fed
erated States of Micronesia, opened 
with the reading of the final paragraph 
of a proclamation initiated by the Ba
ha'is and signed by Governor Moses. 
The program, broadcast live on the 
radio from the ball field where it was 
held, included prayers for world peace 
and short talks on peace. Individuals 
from the Hindu, Jewish, Christian and 
Baha'i faiths gathered together for this 
event. 
ECUADOR 

United Nations Day Peace Confer
ence, Guayaquil, October 24, 1986 

The large public conference was ad
dressed by members of various Baha'i 
institutions who represented Ecuador
ian, American, Iranian and Japanese 
cultures and nationalities. 

Human Rights Day Peace Confer
ence, December 8-10, 1986 

"Education, a Solution for a World 
in Conflict," "Religion, a Source of 
Peace," and "Human Rights, a Means 
of Attaining Peace" were the focal 
points of the Human Rights Day ob
servance. 

"What Can I Do for Peace" contest 
in the middle schools of Cuenca 

The director of education and cul
ture for Azuay Province helped spon
sor this Baha'i-organized project by 
distributing, to all participating 
schools, materials which included con
test instructions and copies of the 
peace statement. 

EL SALVADOR 
Peace Workshop, San Salvador, 

June 6-7, 1986 
At the opening session of the con

ference, in which 250 people took part, 
Dr. Salvador Nelson Garcia, dean of 
the law faculty at the Jose Matias 
Delgado University, spoke on "The 
Need for World Peace," and Coun
sellor Hooper Dunbar from the Baha'i 
World Centre in Haifa, Israel, spoke 
on "The Promise of World Peace." 
The following day, 100 people returned 
to participate in 10 simultaneous work
shops to discuss "The Requisites for 
World Peace." 

EQUATORIAL GUINEA 
Five-day Exposition of books about 

peace 
Baha'I' National Centre inauguration 

program encourages peace and unity, 
March 1986 

fiJI ISLANDS 
Radio program on "The Promise of 

World Peace" 
The program on the peace state

ment, produced in English, Fijian and 
Hindi, has been broadcast and pre
pared for distribution through local 
Baha'i communities. 

fiNLAND 
"World Peace Through Education" 

Conference, Naantali, May 7, 1986 
A Baha'i psychologist, speaking on 

"What could be done in Naantali to 
promote peace?" shared the platform 
with the chairman of the Finnish Asso
ciation for the United Nations Devel
opment Fund for Women. 

Baha'(-organized National Peace 
Conference, Helsinki, September 14, 
1986 

The conference, held in Finlandia 
House's Chamber Music Hall and at
tended by 200 people, included perfor
mances by musician Karoly Garam, 
music by children, and speeches. 
Helena Kekkonen, secretary-general of 
the Institution of Peace Education and 
winner of a UNESCO Peace Education 
Prize, spoke about her field of exper
tise, while Professor Ingo Hofmann of 
the German Federal Republic, a pro
fessor of nuclear physics, represented 
the Baha'i community with a speech on 
"Possibilities for World Peace." 

FRANCE 
Peace Exposition and Conference, 

.\4ontpelier, February 17-24, 1986 
"A World Without War" was the 

theme for two events organized by the 
Baha'is of Montpelier: a conference, 
and a week-long exposition in the town 
hall that consisted of panels illustrating 
the peace theme and of drawings by 
local school children. 

Event for Peace, Marseilles, May 30, 
1986 

This event, held at the Opera House, 
included several activities and gener
ated considerable pUblicity. An exhibit 
associated with it was displayed in the 
large hall of the Opera House from 
May 24-June 3. A Forum on Peace, at
tended by more than 250, featured 
talks by representatives of the Euro
pean Community, various religions, 
the World Health Organization, the 
League of Human Rights, the Peace 
Movement, French Physicians for the 
Prevention of Nuclear War, Peace 
Education, and World Physicians. The 

opening address was by J.P. Riviere, 
representing the United Nations Infor
mation Office in Paris, who spoke 
about UN activities for peace. Follow
ing the Forum, a gala evening with per
formances by singers, narrators, 
mimes, flautists and guitarists, as well 
as a famous quartet from Provence, 
was presented free of charge to an au
dience of more than 1,000. 

FRENCH GUIANA 
Two kiosks promoting the theme of 

peace at an Exposition 
Baha'I' participation in inter-relig

ious prayer meeting organized by the 
Catholic Church 
GABON 

Peace meetings reSUlting in television 
coverage and a radio interview 
THE GAMBIA 

"Peace Message Program" present
ed in many schools 

With the endorsement of the Minis
ter of Education, Youth, Sports and 
Culture, a "Peace Message Program" 
prepared by the Baha'is was taken to 
more than 150 primary schools as well 
as to all secondary and high schools in 
The Gambia. As a part of the program, 
students were invited to enter an art or 
essay competition on the theme of 
world peace. 3,000 posters and lesson 
plans were distributed to teachers to 
help them teach their students about 
peace. 

GERMANY 
Broad-based support in the German 

BaM 'I' community for the IYP 
Excluding the activities of the Na

tional Spiritual Assembly of Germany, 
Baha'i institutions, individuals and 
study groups organized 706 meetings 
on peace issues, 53 of which were held 
in conjunction with other groups. 
Total participation in these meetings 
was 8,801 Baha'is and 10,788 guests. 
Announcements of the meetings in
cluded information booths, exhibi
tions, advertisements, invitation cards, 
and 16,261 posters and stickers. "The 
Promise of World Peace" was person
ally presented to 9,995 persons, and in
directly to 14,085 others. Trees have 
been planted in several cities for the 
IYP and donations given to UNICEF 
and AKTION SORGENKIND. Re
ports appeared in 170 newspapers, on 
14 radio stations, and in 95 minutes of 
cable TV broadcasts. These activities 
were organized by 86 Baha'i communi-
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Jean King, former lieutenant governor View, California, during a Baha'l
of Hawaii, clasps hands with Baha'i' sponsored peace conference in Hono
speaker Dr. James Turpin of Mountain lulu. 

ties, 60 Baha'i Groups and 15 national 
Baha'i committees. By February 1987, 
61 follow-up activities had already 
been planned. 

Interfaith Service, Baha'l House of 
Worship, Langenhain, May 26, 1986 

A member of the German Bunde
stag, local dignitaries, Baha'i Coun
sellors Grossmann and Miihlschlegel, 
other representatives of major relig
ions, and Baha'is from Belgium, Fin
land, France, Luxembourg, the Neth
erlands and the United Kingdom filled 
the House of Worship to capacity. The 
service included music and readings on 
peace from Buddhism, Zoroastrian
ism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam and 
the Baha'i Faith. 

National Peace Conference, Co
logne, October 19, 1986 

Distinguished speakers addressed the 
topics of "World Peace and Interna
tional Law," "Contributions of Wom
en to World Peace," and "Education 
for Peace" to an audience of 700 peo
ple from Germany and neighboring 
countries. 

Benefit Concert for Development 
and Peace, Duisburg, November 5, 
1986 

The Baha'is and the mayor, with the 
support of many others, organized the 
concert which featured Baha'i jazz 
musician John "Dizzy" Gillespie and 
five other groups. The concert was 
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opened by Willy Brandt and Prime 
Minister Rau. Proceeds were donated 
to the Willy Brandt Foundation for the 
Third World. 

Peace statement to Frisian Island 
mayors, November 26, 1986 

When the Baha'is presented the 
peace statement to the seven municipal 
mayors at one of their regular meet
ings, it was the first time in 20 years 
that the mayors had received a delega
tion making an official presentation. 

GRENADA 
World Religion Day observed with 

Peace Conference, January 19, 1986 
One hundred people including guests 

of many nationalities and religions at
tended the conference, and many were 
deeply moved by a dramatic reading of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s famous 
"I Have a Dream" speech. 

GUADELOUPE 
World Religion Day Peace Con

ference, Pointe-a-Pitre 
150 people from diverse religions at

tended the Peace Conference which 
was accompanied by much publicity in 
newspapers and on radio and televis
ion. 

GUATEMALA 
Television programs on peace 
At the invitation of the state tele

vision channel, Baha'is presented two 
hour-long programs on peace. 

Peace Conference, United Nations 
Day, October 24, 1986 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
sponsored a Peace Conference which 
was attended by more than 150 people 
who listened to talks entitled "The 
Need for Peace" and "Steps Toward 
the Achievement of Peace." 

GUYA~A 

Inter-Religious Assembly results 
from peace statement presentation 

The President decided to hold Guy
ana's first Inter-Religious Assembly as 
a result of the members of his Religious 
Advisory Committee having received 
the peace statement. Baha'is helped 
plan the event and provided a display 
for it. 

HA W AllAN ISLANDS 
International Year of Peace Con

ference, Honolulu, January 19, 1986 
The conference, organized by the 

Baha'is of the Hawaiian Islands, was 
attended by more than 300 people in
cluding representatives of many civic, 
social and peace organizations. Key
note speakers were Jean King, a former 
lieutenant governor of Hawaii, and Dr. 
James Turpin, a Baha'i from Califor
nia and former Methodist minister as 
well as founder of Project Concern. 
Tribute was paid to Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. who devoted his life to peace. 

Candlelight Peace Walk, Kailua
Kona, Big Island, September 21, 1986 

Some 140 members of various peace 
and religious groups joined Baha'is for 
a walk in observance of World Peace 
Day. The participants, carrying tiki 
torches, represented Tongan, Hawai
ian, Chinese, European, Filipino, 
Japanese, Portuguese and American 
Indian peoples. 

"Role of Women in Peace" Con
ference, Big Island, November 9, 1986 

Gladys Brandt, a previous recipient 
of the Baha'i-sponsored Agnes Alex
ander A ward and present head regent 
at the University of Hawaii, gave a 
penetrating keynote address to the 
more than 130 people attending the 
conference. Satellite conferences were 
held on Kauai and Oahu. 

Baha'{s produce Hawaiian perfor
mance of the drama "Peace Child" 

"Peace Child," produced by the Ba
ha'i International Year of Peace Com
mittee, and performed and directed 
mostly by non-Baha'is, has been well
received by audiences and critics alike. 
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The schools and media were instru
mental in promoting "Peace Child" 
performances. 

Peace and Humanitarian A wards 
presented, Waikiki, December 14, 1986 

As a final IYP event, the Baha'is 
presented a special peace award to U.S. 
Sen. Spark Matsunaga and the Agnes 
Alexander Humanitarian Award to 
Professor Betty Jacob, head of the 
University of Hawaii's Institute for 
Peace. 

"The Promise of World Peace" 
published in major newspaper, Hono
lulu and Kauai 

The Advertiser Star-Bulletin, with a 
circulation of about 300,000, published 
the peace statement in one of its Sun
day editions. The complete statement 
was also published in The Garden Is
tand (circulation 11,000). 

"World Peace" float wins first prize 
in Aloha Week Parade, Honolulu 

The BaM'i community of Hawaii 
has been taking part in the annual pa
rade for 20 years, and this year's first 
prize in the non-commercial division 
was its 17th award. 

Five-day children's peace camp held 
with 40 children attending 

HONDURAS 
IYP Cultural Program, Tegucigalpa, 

March 26-28, 1986 
Following a request for IYP ideas. 

the Ministry of Foreign Relations ap
proved a Baha'i proposal to sponsor a 
cultural program. More than 1,000 
people came to see some of the best
known personalities in the Honduran 
arts. 

HONG KONG 
Peace Year party including Peace 

Ribbons drawn by children (300 at
tending), December 31, 1985 

Essay competition awards given. 
June 1, 1986 

3,000 students from five schools in 
the Southern district took part in an 
essay contest sponsored by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. The topic, 
"The earth is but one country and 
mankind its citizens," was chosen to 
encourage students to think about their 
roles in achieving world peace. In the 
grade levels, forms one to six, all six 
winners were girls. 

"Peace Post, " Shatin, November 9, 
1986 

In the busy New Town Plaza in Sha
tin, Hong Kong Baha'is provided a 

"Peace Post" display at which some 
500 children and adults stopped to 
write postcards about world peace to 
national leaders of their choice. 
ICELAND 

Peace statement presented to 22 top 
offiCials at the NA TO base 

Three Baha'is travel all summer and 
distribute the peace statement in many 
areas 

"Peace Evening" in the Faroe Is
lands, July /7, 1986 

A week of media coverage on the 
peace statement by the Baha'is in 
Thorshavn was followed by a "Peace 
Evening" at which copies of the state
ment were given to all those attending. 
I:SDIA 

World Peace Conference, New 
Delhi, January 19, 1986 

Dr. Nagendra Singh, president of 
the International Court of Justice, in
augurated the conference to which the 
UN secretary-general sent a message of 
support. Justice Beg of the Minorities 
Commission; Dr. L.M. Singhvi, a lead
ing jurist of India; and a Baha'i 
speaker, Dr. S.P. Raman, presented 
talks. In addition, prizes for an essay 
competition on "World Peace 
Through World Religion, World Edu
cation and World Government" were 
awarded. 

Peace Conference, Olty, September 
25, 1986 

The Baha'i National Center was fill
ed to capacity for a talk by Gloria Faizi 
on "The Promise of World Peace." As 
a result, she was asked to present her 
talk to the Nilgiris Ladies Club and 
Lions Club. 

"The Promise of World Peace" 
aired on All India Radio, Patna 

The BaM'i State Council of Bihar 
obtained permission to broadcast the 
peace statement in daily installments 
on October 6-24, 1986. 

IRELAND 
Two-day Association for Baha'[ 

Studies Conference with the theme 
"The Dynamics of Peace" 

Baha'[s take part in council of Dub
lin organizations interested in peace 

Two concerts which include Baha'[ 
talks on peace are very well attended by 
the public 

Production of youth and children's 
versions of the peace statement 

To convey the ideas contained in 
"The Promise of W orId Peace" in a 

language suitable for children and 
youth, special versions of the peace 
statement were written. During Peace 
Week at one school, a Baha'i spoke 
and the children's version of the state
ment was given to 200 students. One 
class studied it for a week. 

ITALY 
Peace Exhibition and Concert, Mon

tichiari, Northern Italy, February 7-14, 
1986 

In addition to the BaM'is, 24 groups 
exhibited peace proposals through 
posters, documentation and photo
graphs. 700 people attended the con
cert, which consisted of music inter
spersed with comments on peace by the 
mayor of Montichiari; Gianni Ballerio, 
representing the Baha'i International 
Community; and other dignitaries. 

Baha'[s host prayers for the World 
Day of Prayers for Peace, Assisi, Oc
tober 27, 1986 

The program, prepared by the Ba
ha'is, induded prayers in several 
languages, selections from the Baha'i 
Writings on peace, and a brief explana
tion of the Baha'i perspective on the in
evitability of, and means to, peace. 

Prince Kuzulwandle of Swaziland ac
cepts a copy of the peace statement 
from the chairman of that country's 
National Spiritual Assembly. 
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A small part of Australia's mammoth 
'peace ribbon' put together by people 
around the world for the Bahd'{-spon-

JAMAICA 
National Spiritual Assembly spon

sors prize for UN Brochure competi
tion 

Peace Exhibitions held in Kingston 
and Spanish Town libraries 

Bahti'{s make significant contribu
tion to national IYP activities 

Through membership in the national 
IYP Committee, Baha'is were key or
ganizers of a cultural show for the In
ternational Day of Peace, a women's 
program for International Women's 
Peace Day, and other activities. 

JAPAN 
Peace Expo, Ube City, July 28-29, 

1986 
Peace banners and a guest speaker 

from Ube City's sister-city, Newcastle, 
Australia, were among the special fea
tures of the Baha'i-sponsored Expo. 
Cooperation, Women and Peace, and 
Family Life were the presentation 
topics. 
KENYA 

Bahti'{ National Women's Confer
ence has peace theme, February 1986 

In addition to presentations on 
Peace in the Family and "The Promise 
of World Peace," there was a presenta
tion on home industry and the impor
tance of being guided by Baha'i prin-
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sored 'peace exposition' at the Bahti'{ 
House of Worship near Sydney in 
March-April 1986. 

ciples in one's business. 
KIRIBATI 

Peace Conference, Bikenibeu, Tara
wa, October 24-26, 1986 

The President of Kiribati was among 
those who addressed an audience of 
about 1,000 and encouraged Baha'i 
peace efforts. Addresses, music and 
dance were presented to commemorate 
the IYP and the peace statement. 

KOREA 
Peace statement presented to leaders of 
government and thought 

Starting with the President and 
members of the National Assembly, 
the Baha'is have presented the peace 
statement to various prominent indivi
duals in diverse fields including educa
tion, the media, medicine, the military, 
diplomacy, business and public ser
vices. 

LEEWARD ISLANDS 
Bahti'ls exhibit peace posters at the 

public library in Philipsburg, St. Maar
fen 

LESOTHO 
Bahd'{ Faith represented at UA' 

Forum, Maseru, October 24, 1986 
Counsellor Mrs. L. Mancho Warren 

joined representatives of the UN and 
the university to speak on the forum 

theme, "Is World Peace Possible?" 
Presentations focused on the peace 
statement, economics, and the United' 
Nations. 
LUXEMBOURG 

"Peace and Religion" Symposium, 
June 1, 1986 

The sympos.ium, organized by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Lux
embourg, included the participation of 
prominent individuals from the Jew
ish, Christian (Catholic and Protes
tant) and Muslim faiths. 
MADAGASCAR 

Participation in a National Youth 
Fair, Antananarivo, September 10-15, 
1986 

The Baha'is won first prize for their 
display and second prize for their mu
sical event at this fair, whose theme 
was "Youth, Peace and Develop-
ment." 
MALAWI 

InTernational Day of Peace Recep
tion and Exhibition, Lilongwe 

Two hundred guests including gov
ernment, civil and religious leaders at
tended the reception. A slide show and 
exhibition on the peace statement ac
companied talks on the UN and the Ba
ha'i aim to promote unity and world 
peace. 
MALAYSIA 

Peace Conference, Kuala Lumpur, 
January 26, 1986 

Talks by representatives of the UN 
Development Programme and UN Ma
laysia Association, a 14-nation cos
tume parade, and a Baha'i youth choir 
were among the features of the con
ference. More than 170 Baha'is and 
120 guests attended. 

"Sing for Peace," Kota Kinabalu, 
Sabah, September 20, 1986 

The Baha'i community and the Jay
cees collaborated to organize a musical 
stage show in which 200 youth and 
adults took part, with both group and 
solo performances, to express their 
support for peace through music. 
MARIANA ISLANDS 

"Women's Role in World Peace" 
luncheon, Saipan 

International Day of Peace meetings 
receive media coverage, Saipan and 
Guam 

Peace Symposium, November 1986 
At the symposium, opened by the 

governor of Guam, 16 prominent 
speakers representing law, science, 



education, commerce, youth, women, 
health and communications addressed 
the 175 partici pants. 

MARSHALL ISLANDS 
Baha'i National Peace Conference, 

Darri!, Majuro, August 23-24, 1986 
Baha'is from more than 20 commu

nities gathered to study and discuss 
"The Promise of World Peace." The 
next day, they held a public meeting 
which featured prominent guest speak
ers and cultural dances. 

Baha'is host IYP dinner for Presi
dent and other government officials, 
Majuro, October 23, 1986 

The National SpiritUal Assembly 
hosted a buffet dinner for President 
Amata Kabua, members of the Cabinet 
and other high government officials to 
celebrate the close of the International 
Year of Peace. The peace statement 
was discussed, hopes and prayers for 
peace were expressed. President Kabua 
offered his thoughts about the estab
lishment of peace including his hope 
for an assemblage of world leaders to 

talk about peace and search for ways in 
which to bring about cooperation and 
justice throughout the world. 

United Nations Day Peace Program, 
Mili, October 24, 1986 

Prayers by Christian and Baha'i rep
resentatives opened a celebration of 
UN Day that was attended by more 
than 400 and included speeches, music. 
a dance and dinner. The President and 
his wife, the vice-speaker of the Legis
lature, and two Cabinet members were 
at the dinner. 

MARTINIQUE 
Baha'is participate in Women's 

Conference; sponsor Peace Conference 
Copies of the peace statement were 

distributed and an excerpt read at a 
conference organized by the" Associa
tion des Femmes Martiniquaises.·· 
Participants were invited to attend a 
Baha'i-sponsored IYP Conference on 
March 23 in Trois-llets. 

MAURITIUS 
Peace Forum, Camp de Masque 

Paw! 
Baha'is organized an International 

Year of Peace Forum at the village 
hall. Representatives of the Christian. 
Muslim, Hindu and Baha'i religions 
took part in the forum. 

Peace Forums, Belle-Rose and Parr 
Louis, October 1986 

"World Peace Through an Interna-

tional Auxiliary Language" was the 
first forum theme. In the second 
forum, three panelists-a journalist, 
an educator, and a Baha'i-made 
presentations relating peace to media, 
education and religion. 
MEXICO 

bration held in Rotterdam with the co
operation of the municipality, and the 
publication in Middleburg of an inter
view with the Baha'i carrying the 
flame. 
NEW CALEDONIA AND LOYALTY 
ISLANDS 

Formal reception has peace focus, Songs for a Public Day for Peace, 
Alexico City, January 12, 1986 Noumea, New Caledonia 

About 200 people attended the re- NEW ZEALAND 
ception and heard a brief history of Ba- Extensive dissemination of "The 
ha'i peace statements from Baha'- Promise of World Peace" 
u'lIah's Tablets to kings and rulers in The Baha'is printed 25,000 copies of 
the late 19th century up to the present the peace statement, 5,000 of which 
day in which the Universal House of were used internally for the Baha'i 
Justice has addressed "The Promise of community. Most of the remaining 
World ~eace" t? "th~ Peoples of the 20,000 have been presented to various 
World. Fo~l,owmg thIS, .excerpts were organizations and institutions at the 
read from The PromIse of World - national and local levels. In addition, 
Peace." 1 ,200 copies of the statement were 
MOZAMBIQUE printed in Maori and 500 each in Ton-

Official International Year of Peace gan and Samoan. An audio tape of the 
celebration, June 7, 1986 peace statement was prepared for non-

The Baha'i Faith was among the va- readers and the visually impaired, and 
rious religions, groups and humani- a simplified version was produced for 
tar ian organizations invited to take children. 
part in the official celebration in Mo- Auckland Regional Peace Confer
zambique of the International Year of ence, Auckland University, April 19, 
Peace. The event began with a peace 1986 
march and ended at the stadium with Cultural performances and music by 
cultural performances and the reading the Manurew High School Maori Club 
of messages from various participants and the Pakuranga Intermediate 
to an audience of 5,000. As part of the School Folk Group preceded the morn
occasion, the Minister of Foreign Af- ing and afternoon sessions. The pre
fairs received a copy of "The Promise sentations addressed: The UN secre
of World Peace" on behalf of the Pres- rary-general's peace message; human 
ident from a delegation of Baha'is. nature; prejudice; women; economics; 

universal language; disarmament; 
youth and children; and "The Promise 
of World Peace." The conference end
ed with a Peace Concert sponsored by 
the University Baha'i Club. 

~EPAL 

Peace is the focus of a Baha'{ National 
Youth Conference 

About 120 young Baha'is from 10 
districts of the Kingdom attended the 
conference. In addition to talks on ex
cellence, developing Baha'i virtues, 
and marriage, a full day of study and 
workshops was devoted to the peace 
statement. 
:'IIETHERLANDS 
BaM '{s join with 15 groups in a 
meeting organized by "Sharing for 
Peace" 

Participation in the "First Earth 
Run" in the Netherlands, October 3, 
1986 

The First Earth Run fire was 
brought to the Netherlands for one 
day, and 25 Baha'is took the fire in 

_ small oil lamps to their cities. In con
junction with the event, various other 
activities transpired including a cele-

"Practical Peace," a four-part series 
on Radio New Zealand 

A Baha'i, whose 1985 program on 
oeacemaking in New Zealand won her 
and her co-producer a media peace 
award for the year's best radio series, 
has produced a new series based on the 
peace statement. The "Practical 
Peace" program was broadcast in Sep
tember and October 1986. 
NICARAGUA 

Billboard promotes peace in 19 lan
guages 

The billboard had the word "peace" 
in various languages and scripts, in
cluding Miskito (a local indigenous 
language), followed by the message, 
"We are working for world peace. The 
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Baha'i Faith." 
Panel discussion on peace, Mana

gua, April 30, 1986 
"A New Universal Attitude about 

Peace" was the topic of the public 
meeting, organized by the Baha'is of 
~anagua. 

~lGERIA 

World Peace Conference, University 
of Ife, June 11, 1986 

The conference, sponsored by the 
Baha'is of Ife, under the auspices of 
the West African Centre for Baha'i 
Studies, opened with an address by the 
\ice-chancellor which was read on his 
behalf. Other presentations focused on 
Yoruba oral traditions related to world 
peace including the visions of the an
cient seer Orunmila, and components 
of the "modus operandi" for peace 
which must be researched, studied and 
practiced. 

Peace Conference, Lagos, Novem
ber 21, 1986 

The Spiritual Assembly of the Ba
ha'is of Lagos organized a Peace Con
ference which was held in the garden of 
the United Nations Information Cen
ter. Speakers included the director of 
the Center and the University of Ife's 
senior law lecturer. 

"The Peacemakers of Oghara" 
football club formed in Bendel State 

The "Baha'i Peacemakers" are be
coming known and other clubs are 
eager to play them. According to their 
coach, "one reason the Peacemakers 
are appreciated is that when they lose 
they do not fight or damage property." 
NORWAY 

Peace Arrangement in University 
Hall, Oslo, October 23, 1986 

A speech on non-violence and peace, 
written by Mrs. Coretta Scott King and 
delivered by her son, Dexter King, was 
the keynote address for the Peace Ar
rangement. The program, attended by 
about 600 Norwegians, included 
music, dance and humor. 

PAKISTAN 
IYP Program at Baha'I' Hall, Ka

rachi, July 25, 1986 
The program featured a talk on 

"World Peace Through the Eradica
tion of Prejudice" and a presentation 
of the peace statement to the head of 
the Department of International Rela
tions at the University of Karachi. 
PANAMA 

Television program presented on 
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World Peace Day, September 20, 1986 
The program, "Religion: Source of 

Peace," was presented by the Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Panama 
City and included Jewish, Sikh, Chris
tian, Muslim and Baha'i representa
tives. 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Unitech Festival of Peace, Lae, July 

26-August 8, 1986 
The Unitech Baha'i Club, in con

junction with the university staff and 
students, sponsored a two-week fes
tival which was opened by the vice
chancellor at a Peace Concert where di
verse groups expressed their culture 
and traditions in song and dance. A 
prayer meeting the next day included 
Hindu, Jewish, Buddhist, Zoroastrian, 
Christian, Muslim and Baha'i readers. 
A continuous exhibit of peace posters 
by students of all ages, and seminars 
held every other night, attracted many 
hundreds of visitors. 

Port Moresby Peace Exposition, 
August 30-31, 1986 

The Exposition, initiated by the Ba
ha'is, received help from a wide range 
of individuals, the government, and 
the UN Office. Speakers at a Peace 
Forum, attended by 250 university stu
dents, academics and government of
ficials, included prominent individuals 
from the government, the university 
and the community. Additional activi
ties included an International Peace 
Concert, attended by 1,000 people, and 
a Peace Poetry and Poster Competi
tion for primary and secondary school 
students. 

IYP Peace Weekend Program, Go
roka, October 24-26, 1986 

The Baha'is, with the cooperation of 
other individuals, groups and clubs, 
organized the Peace Weekend to pro
mote the IYP through art, music, pre
sentations, sharing views on peace, and 
establishing the Goroka Peace Park. 

Peace luncheon in observance of UN 
Day, Lae, October 24, 1986 

The Spiritual Assembly of the Ba
ha'is of Lae hosted 70 government, 
university and community leaders at a 
luncheon where distinguished guests 
and a Baha'i Counsellor made presen
tations on peace. 

PERU 
HUniversal Peace Theatre" group 

formed by Bahd'ls in Arequipa 
The group has performed on radio, 

in schools, and, on Human Rights 
Day, a,t the National Cultural Institute. 
A local newspaper reported that the 
Peace Theatre group "is teaching the 
concept of world citizenship in support 
of the International Year of Peace." 

"Peace Ribbon" Exposition dis
plays 145 banners, Lima, December 
13-14, 1986 

The Exposition, prepared by the Ba
ha'is and sponsored by the Munici
pality of Lima, presented banners on 
the theme "What Can I Do for Peace" 
from schools, peace groups, nursing 
homes, guide girls, boy scouts, the Red 
Cross, and Baha'i commuDItles 
throughout the country. Media cover
age was extensive. 

PHILIPPINES 
Conference prepares youth for IYP, 

,Vueva Vizcaya, December 30-31, 1985 
"Youth Movement for World 

Peace" was the theme of the Baha'i In
ternational Youth Conference. The 
conference, attended by 170, rekindled 
a spirit in the youth to arise and work 
for world peace. 

Peace Proclamation Exhibition, 
Toamasina, September 16-18, 1986 

Regional Peace Symposium, Caga
yan de Oro, October 19, 1986 

Peace Conference in Cebu City and 
Seminar in Manila 

Many dignitaries were among those 
attending the conference and receiving 
copies of the peace statement. The 
seminar talks were focused on the role 
of media, education, women and relig
ion in achieving peace. 

PORTUGAL 
Peace Festival, Cascais, May 25, 

1986 
Music, dance and a children's art ex

hibit were the highlights of an IYP 
event organized by the local Baha'is 
for youth in the area. 

REUNION 
Symposium on Peace, Municipality 

of St. Denis, November 5, 1986 
The Baha'is of Reunion were suc

cessful in attracting 450 people includ
ing Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Jews 
and Buddhists to the symposium which 
began with prayers and included lec
tures by Dr. Serge Y card, president of 
the Academy in Reunion, and Sudel 
Fuma, a member of the French Com
mission of UNESCO and lecturer at 
the University of Reunion. 



RWANDA 
Two Regional Teaching Conferences 

emphasize peace: February 22 and 23, 
1986 

Baha'{ is invited to travel with a 
government representative and speak 
to youth about peace 

The secretary of the National Spir
itual Assembly of Rwanda was invited 
to travel with an assistant in the 
government's Department of Youth to 
various parts of the Commune of Ka
rambo to speak to youth about the 
message contained in "The Promise of 
World Peace." 
ST. VINCENT/GRENADINES 

Dawn devotional radio spots empha
size peace 

Each of the three-minute devotional 
programs scheduled for broadcast six 
mornings a week includes music, a 
prayer, and a selection from the Baha'i 
Writings on peace. 

SAMOA 
Peace Essay Contest A wards Cere

mony, American Samoa, February 16, 
1986 

Certificates of recognition were 
given to each of 36 finalists and mon
etary prizes awarded to seven winners, 
thus culminating the contest sponsored 
by the local Baha'i Peace Project Com
mittee. At the ceremony, Lt. Governor 
Faleomavaega Eni Hunkin and Coun
sellor Suhayl Ala'i spoke about peace. 

Baha'{ National "Youth for Peace" 
Conference, Apia, Western Samoa, 
October 1986 

A talk on Family Welfare and Man
agement by Western Samoa's assistant 
secretary for the Ministry of Youth, 
Sports and Culture, and talks on peace 
by Baha'i speakers were given to the 
200 Baha'is at the conference. 

Special service for peace at the Ba
haY House of Worship, Western Sa
moa, October 19, 1986 

Four hundred people including His 
Highness Malietoa Tanumafili II and 
representatives of the government, dip
lomatic corps, and UN agencies attend
ed the service which ended a year of ac
tivities in support of the International 
Year of Peace. 

SIKKIM 
Peace statement given to most lead

ers in capital area, November 1985 
Almost all ministers, dignitaries and 

other prominent people in the capital 
area received "The Promise of World 
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r INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PEACE 
1986 . " 

"YOUTH AND WORLD PEACE 
Bahai Youth ( 

A Baha'{ youth speaks on 'Youth and 
World Peace' during a symposium in 

Peace" prior to the commencement of 
the IYP. 

Peace statement summary in Nepali 
broadcast on All-India Radio, Gang
tok 

Besides the summary, a 30-minute 
program on October 24, 1985, con
sisted of a talk on "World Peace" in 
Nepali, and four songs about peace, in 
English, Nepali and Hindi. 

SI:\fGAPORE 
"Youth for Peace" Symposium, 

June 8-9, 1986, and Peace Concert, 
December 1986 

Baha'{ Women's Committee Orga
nizes IYP Commemoration, December 
1986 

The president of the Singapore 
Council of Women and a UN Associa
tion official were among the 60 who at
tended a concert and tea to conclude 
the IYP. The Baha'i concept of peace 
was presented to the gathering. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
International Day of Peace observed 

in local communities 
"Peace News International" tabloid 

and peace prayer booklet published 
The Baha'is have sent additional in

formation on peace and a peace prayer 
in six languages to individuals who had 
previously received the peace state
ment, as a means of maintaining their
focus on peace. 

Karachi, Pakistan, organized by the 
city's Baha'I' Youth Committee. 

SOUTHWEST AFRICA/NAMIBIA 
Peace statement dissemination is 

primary Baha'{ peace activity 
All of the activities of the Baha'i 

Public Relations Committee were cen
tered on the peace statement. The com
mittee organized presentations of the 
statement at the national level, pre
pared press statements and paid ads for 
newspapers, in addition to coordinat
ing and helping local Spiritual Assem
blies, individuals and a regional com
mittee to present the statement at the 
local and regional levels. 

SPAIN 
Musical Concerts for Peace, Malaga 
The Baha'is of Malaga organized a 

series of concerts for the IYP, one 
featuring all Romani (Gypsy) perform
ers and another in which more than 130 
musically talented youth participated. 
SRI LANKA 

Diverse delegation presents the peace 
statement to the President 

The three Baha'is making the pre
sentation included members of the Sin
halese and Tamil communities. In ad
dition, each had come from a different 
religious heritage: Buddhist, Hindu 
and Muslim. 

Youth Seminar on Peace, Colombo 
Baha'I' Centre, December 15, 1985 

"Youth Can Move the World" was 
the theme of the seminar, which was 
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organized by the National Baha'i 
Youth Committee and attended by 
nearly 200 people representing 35 Non
Governmental Organizations. The pro
gram for this celebration to conclude 
the International Year of Youth con
sisted of two workshops followed by 
an International Cultural Evening. The 
workshops presented a framework for 
action in the IYP: "The Role of Youth 
in Developing Toward a Peaceful So
ciety" and "Moral and Spiritual 
Values for World Peace." 
SURINAME 

Special lessons on peace are con
ducted in several secondary schools 

Baha'ls use the media to promote 
peace 

Newspaper articles and radio pro
grams were arranged both before and 
after the presentation of the peace 
statement to the President. On the 
same day, one newspaper printed the 
full text of "The Promise of World 
Peace." 
SWAZILAND 

International Peace Concert, May 
24, 1986 

More than 100 adults, youth and 
children from Lesotho, Transkei and 
Swaziland attended the Peace Concert. 
SWEDEN 

Peace Week, Uppsala, September 
29-0ctober 5, 1986 

In honor of Uppsala's 700th anni
versary and the IYP, Baha'is organized 
activities that included public discus
sions, a museum exhibit, newspaper 
ads and articles, and a concert featur
ing classical music interspersed with 
quotes on peace. 
SWITZERLAND 

Extensive dissemination of "The 
Promise of World Peace" 

Through the National Spiritual As
sembly of Switzerland, some 19,000 
copies of the peace statement have 
been distributed, reaching all levels of 
government. It has also been widely 
disseminated by local communities and 
individuals. 

IYP activities abound throughout 
the country 

A great number and variety of ac
tivities (a National Peace Conference, 
concerts, expositions, a press lunch
eon, public talks, conferences, round
table discussions, and a bazaar) took 
place in some 30 towns in Switzerland. 
TAIWAN 
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Baha'I' children make a section for 
the Australian "Peace Ribbon," Hsin
ying 

Peace statement forms the basis for 
talks given to universities and clubs 

"The Path to Peace," drawing heav
ily from "The Promise of World 
Peace," was the topic of several talks 
given by a Baha'i representative to stu
dents, police officers in-training, and 
heads of companies. These talks result
ed in many requests for copies of the 
peace statement. 
TANZANIA 

Public meeting on peace, Dar es Sa
laam, November 29, 1986 

"Perspectives on Peace" was the 
theme of a meeting at the National Ba
ha'i Centre which was attended by 
more than 70 people. 

THAILAND 
IYP Writing Contest: Prizes award

ed September 18, 1986 
The Baha'is, the Coalition for 

Peace, and major universities co-spon
sored the writing contest in which 738 
essays, poems and slogans were sub
mitted on "Peace and Development," 
"Peace Through Education," "Relig
ion and Peace," "Woman's Role in 
Peace," and other topics. Baha'is 
financed prizes in the General Public 
category, as well as the publication of a 
book containing the prize-winning es
says and poems. 

International Education and Peace 
Conference papers presented, Bang
kok, December 1-3, 1986 

Three Baha'is presented papers at 
the International Conference on High
er Education and the Promotion of 
Peace. One of the participants, Baha'i 
educator Lily Ayman, was interviewed 
by the Thai press on the role of women 
and education in bringing about world 
peace. 

TOGO 
Conference on World Peace through 

World Education 
Dr. Akouete Akakpo-Vidah, profes

sor of educational science at the Uni
versity of Benin, spoke at this meeting, 
which was held under the auspices of 
the Baha'i community of Lome. 

TONGA 
International Year of Peace ob

served in Ha'apai 
The Spiritual Assembly of Felemea 

organized and hosted an IYP meeting 

attended by heads of religious organi
zations in the village. The Baha'is pro
vided two polas (Tongan-style food) 
for the occasion. 
TRANSKEI 

Peace statement presented to gov
ernment officials, February 19, 1986 

All members of the Parliament, cab
inet ministers, paramount chiefs and 
other chiefs, totaling 180 people, re
ceived "The Promise of World Peace" 
at the opening session of Parliament. 

TRI~IDAD/TOBAGO 

Participation in a community Family 
Fair, San Fernando, May 15-21, 1986 

The Baha'is had a booth at this Fair 
which was organized by the Ministry of 
Community Development and Local 
Government. Baha'i prayers and writ
ings were a major part of the opening 
ceremony, and on the Fair's third day, 
Dr. Harry Collymore, representing the 
Faith, read a prayer and spoke about 
world peace during a religious service 
organized by the Inter-Religious Orga
nization. Although not originally 
scheduled to take part in the closing 
program, the Baha'is were invited on 
the last morning to present a Baha'i 
prayer as part of that ceremony. 
UGANDA 

"Peace Week" features interfaith 
service, Kampala, October 23, 1986 

The 250 people attending the service 
at the Baha'i House of Worship heard 
songs by the Baha'i choir and readings 
from .scriptures of the world's relig
ions. Floodlights illuminated the Tem
ple for the week as a symbol of peace, 
and daily radio spots and newspaper 
ads conveyed a message of peace, often 
quoting from the peace statement. 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Representation on a National IYP 

Council 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

the United Kingdom was invited to join 
an IYP Council. In addition to having 
a representative on the council, Baha'is 
also took part in each of its working 
parties: "Peace and Development," 
"Peace and Disarmament," "Peace 
and Justice," and "Peace and the 
Community." 

Dissemination of 'The Promise of 
World Peace," England 

By early April 1986, Baha'is in 
groups and as individuals had pur
chased 50,000 copies of the peace state
ment and were able by that time to 
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share it with: 175 mayors, 1,500 coun
cilors, 13 Lords, 200 members of Par
liament, 300 other dignitaries, 575 ed
ucators, 1,500 academics, 210 editors 
and reporters, as well as 750 members 
of various other organizations. 

World Religion Day Service, Wells 
Cathedral, Somerset, England, Janu
ary 20, 19.87 

The Baha'is of Mendip organized 
this inter-faith service which united 
Hindus, Jews, Zoroastrians, Chris
tians, Buddhists, Muslims and Baha'is 
in an evening calling for world peace. 
It marked the first time the cathedral 
had been used by a non-Christian 
group for worship. An article in the 
Wells Journal stated: "If this kind of 
unity can exist inside an ancient build
ing; why can't it exist in the outside 
world? ... Perhaps the friendship 
shown by the differing peoples in Wells 
Cathedral that night is infectious." 

Article on the peace statement pub
lished in "Peace by Peace, " Northern 
Ireland 

The October 1986 issue of the 
monthly journal "Peace by Peace," 
produced by the Peace People move
ment and sent to many parts of the 
world, carried an article on . 'The 
Promise of World Peace" written by a 
Baha'i. 

Baha'is on the Isle of.Hull distribUl2 
the peace statement island-wide, SCO[
land 

Since the island's population is oniy 
2,500, the Baha'is felt it was within 
their power to deliver a copy of . 'The 
Promise of World Peace" to every 
household. At the time of this repon. 
they were well on their way to accomp
lishing that goal. 

UNITED STATES 
National Baha'iOffice provides sup

port for local and individual IYP ac· 
tivities 

In addition to coordinating the pre
sentation of the peace statement to 
government officials and prominem 
persons at national and regional levels. 
the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly 
has provided considerable support for 
community and individual peace activi
ties. Materials for proclaiming the IYP 
included billboards, posters, buttons. 
stickers, balloons and camera-ready 
ads. Various materials on peace were 
produced: leaflets on prerequisites for 
peace; peace presentation kits for 

President Ronald Reagan accepts a 
copy of the peace statement from Dr. 

media and general purposes; "In Pur
suit of Peace," a compilation of essays 
that explores contemporary views on 
peace as well as the Baha'i perspective; 
and "Peace: More Than an End to 
War," a 308-page book consisting of 
the peace statement, various Baha'i 
writings on peace, and prayers for 
peace and unity. A Children's Peace 
Projects Campaign has been initiated, 
and Baha'i youth are encouraged to 
form Youth Peace Clubs to help unite 
their fellow high school students 
around the topic of peace. 

International Peace Conference, San 
Francisco, California, August 28-31, 
1986 

"Peace-The Promise" was the 
theme of the conference and its con
.:urrent programs for children and 
youth, attended by 7,800 Baha'is and 
guests from 28 countries. The 70 work
shops, panel presentations and plenary 
sessions were organized by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly with the help 
of many local Baha'i communities and 
individuals. One of the notable quali
ties of the event was the impressive 
diversity of the participants, and es
pecially the representation of Amer
ican Indians in every aspect of the con
ference. The keynote speaker was Dr. 
Ervin Laszlo, co-editor of the Encyclo
pedia of Peace. 

Bahd'ls make 400-mile "Walk for 
World Peace," Utah, February 1986 

Starting in the southwestern corner 

Robert Henderson, secretary of the 
u.s. National Spiritual Assembly. 

of the state, Baha'is and supporters 
took turns participating in a walk 
organized by the Utah Baha'i Peace 
Committee. In each town "The Prom
ise of World Peace" was presented to 
government officials, prominent indi
viduals, the media, and others who re
quested copies. The walk ended in Salt 
Lake City with presentations to Lt. 
Governor Val Oveson and state Sen. 
Terry Williams which received wide 
media coverage on radio, television 
and in newspapers. 

Peace Conference, .Vew York City, 
May 10, 1986 

Six hundred people attended the 
day-long event which featured music 
by the Mike Longo Trio and renowned 
jazz trumpeter "Dizzy" Gillespie. 

Peace statement presentation leads 
to City Council endorsement 

On June 2, 1986, the City Council of 
Cambridge. Massachusetts. unani
mously passed a resolution encourag
ing residents of the city to read and 
study "The Promise of World Peace." 

WorldFest '86, Winfield, Kansas, 
June 7-July 16, 1986 

This event, subtitled" A Festival of 
Life and Culture in the Global Vil
lage," included Intercultural Forums, 
presentations on futurist topics by dis
tinguished thinkers and writers such as 
Fritjof Capra and John Naisbitt, and a 
Foreign Language Workshop for child
ren. More than 500 people took part in 
the many activities of this public ser-

Baha'i News/September 1987 13 



vice program, which was initiated by 
the Baha'is of Winfield and designed 
to encourage a greater global con
sciousness. 

Unity Council Fire focuses on peace, 
Navajo Reservation, August 1986 

About 100 people took part in a pro
gram at the Native American Baha'i 
Institute in Arizona on the theme "Na
tive Americans and the Promise of 
Peace. " 

First Earth Run celebration, Nor
walk, Connecticut, September 16, 1986 

Baha'is and guests gather outside San 
Francisco's Civic Auditorium between 
sessions of the International Peace 
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The Baha'is were the principal local 
organizers for the Norwalk leg of the 
First Earth Run. About 200 people at
tended a ceremony on the Norwalk 
Green. Proceeds from all fund-raising 
activities were contributed to 
UNICEF. 

Peace Fest '86, South Carolina, Sep
tember 19-20, 1986 

Baha'is sponsored this conference, 
held at the Louis Gregory Institute 
near Hemingway, to celebrate the gov
ernor's proclamation of "Peace 

Conference sponsored in August 1986 
by the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Bahd'ls of the United States. 

-
Week" in South Carolina. The star at
traction, jazz trumpeter John "Dizzy" 
Gillespie, a native South Carolinian, 
played to an audience of nearly 200 the 
first night, and on the following day 
several speakers addressed a "Peace 
Forum" at the Institute. The Rev. Mc
Kinley Young gave the keynote ad
dress, which preceded a panel discus
sion entitled "Peace: More Than an 
End to War." 

Baha'is participate in the "Great 
Peace March. " March l-."Vovember 15, 
1986 

Two Baha'is were among the march
ers (600 on the average) who took part 
in the "Great Peace March for Global 
Nuclear Disarmament" from its start 
in Los Angeles to its conclusion in 
Washington, D.C. Other Baha'is join
ed the marchers at various points. 
Briar Willard, a Baha'i who went the 
entire distance, served as the Religious 
Outreach Coordinator for a month, 
helped with the media for most of the 
march, and during the last three 
months served as a city council mem
ber in the moving "Peace City." Local 
Baha'is helped with some of the ser
vices including one in Grand Junction, 
Colorado, which brought peace work
ers from various religious communities 
together for the first time, and another 
at the Baha'i House of Worship in 
Wilmette, Illinois. 

Procfamation of the International 
Year of Peace in New Haven, Connec
ticut 

Mayor Biagio Dilieto of New Haven 
proclaimed 1986 "the International 
Year of Peace in the City of New 
Haven, following the lead of the 
United Nations and the Baha'i world 
community." The conclusion of his 
formal proclamation asserts that New 
Ha\'en "joins the members of the Ba
ha'i Faith in reaffirming a commitment 
to the most noble of all causes-that of 
world peace." 

"The Promise of World Peace" 
video is weff-received b.v TV station 
program directors 

The video, produced by Radiant 
Century Productions and distributed 
by Kalimat Press, both of which are 
Baha'i-owned and operated. presents 
narrated highlights of the peace state
ment and visual material from Baha'i 
and other sources including the United 
Nations, Kiva Films, and NASA. 

Diverse Baha'i' International Year of 



Peace activities at the community /evei: 
• "Religion, Foundation for World 

Peace" slide program on Peace Day, 
Globe-Miami, Arizona 

• "World Peace Awards," Carlsbad 
and Oceanside, California 

• "Peace at All Levels of Society" 
Conference, Union City, California 

• Booth at town street fair dis
tributes peace statement, Albany, Cali
fornia 

• Baha'is and Unitarians co-sponsor 
UN Day peace reception, Manhattan 
Beach, California 

• Peace statements given to local of
ficials at Baha'i New Year party, Ven
tura, California 

• Panel discussion with panelists 
from local peace organizations, Ar
royo Grande, California 

• Gala banquet for peace statement 
presentation to mayor and other digni
taries, Los Angeles 

• "Children for World Peace" pa
rade float gets newspaper coverage, 
Nederland, Colorado 

• 5,000 copies of the peace statement 
distributed as newspaper insert, Pen
sacola, Florida 

• Baha'is march behind peace ban
ner in Fourth of July parade, Middles
burg, Florida 

• Peace statement in Braille given to 
singer/composer Stevie Wonder, Al
bany, Georgia 

• Youth sponsor events to promote 
peace and world citizenship, \Iagi.: 
Valley, Idaho 

• University of Chicago's Baha'i 
Club sponsors peace concert for 200 
students, Illinois 

• Peace statement in Russian given 
to clergy from the Soviet Union, Wil
mette, lIlinois 

• Baha'is produce "Wage Peace" 
signs for their lawns, Bloomington, In
diana 

• "\Vomen as Peacemakers" Con
ference receives television coverage, 
Des Moines, Iowa 

• Women for International Peace 
and Arbitration founder speaks at con
ference, Olathe, Kansas 

• Labor Day weekend Peace Con
ference held, Green Acre, Maine 

• Lecture series presented on 
"Facets of Global Peace," Gray, 
Maine 

• Peace statements presented to 
county officials at luncheon, Howard 
County, Maryland 

Trumpeter John Birks (DizzY) Gillespie 
and saxophonists Don Erdman (left, 
partially hidden) and Marvin (Doc) 
Holladay give a spirited performance 

• Baha'is and local newspaper spon
sor peace essay contest, Framingham, 
\ lassachusetts 

• Peace statement presented to chief 
of Potawatomi Tribe, southwestern 
\Iichigan 

• Four Baha'is discuss the peace 
>;ratement on edu.:ational television, 
\Iississippi 

• More than 3,000 copies of the 
peace statement are mailed to local 
leaders, Kansas City, Missouri 

• Youth Conference includes work
shops on prerequisites for peace, Mis
>;oula, Montana 

• Baha'i UN representative address
es UN Association chapter, Lincoln, 
~ebraska 

• Third International Peace Day Fes
tival sponsored by Baha'is, Taos, New 
\Iexico 

• "Tree of Peace" planted and park 
bench given to city, White Plains, New 
York 

• "Unity Is Everybody's Business" 
breakfast honors mayor of Mount Ver
non, New York 

• Baha'i Public Information Office 
sponsors panel on \vomen and peace, 
New York City 

• Peace statement is subject of pub
lic discussion, Williamston, North Ca-

7' 

during 'Peace Fest '86' at the Louis G, 
Gregory Bahd'f Institute near Heming
way, South Carolina, 

rolina 
• Peace is topic of 3D-minute 

meetings with each of 40 local leaders, 
Columbus, Ohio 

• Week-long prayer vigil leads to 
proclamation of "World Peace 
Week," Xenia, Ohio 

• Baha'is distribute mayor's Interna
tional Peace Day prodamation, Wil
loughby, Ohio 

• Second annual Peace A ward pre
sented to physicians' organization, 
Portland, Oregon 

• Peace statement in Mandarin pre
sented to Chinese Council, Portland, 
Oregon 

• Panel co-sponsored by Baha'is and 
university Peace Studies Department, 
Forest Grove, Oregon 

• "The Gift of Peace" is theme of 
Baha'i Summer School. \Vallowa 
Lake, Oregon 

• The IYP is subject of a display for 
Universal Children's Day, Doyles
town, Pennsylvania 

• Baha'is provide rest stop booth 
with peace theme at York Fair, Penn
sylvania 

• Shopping mall display highlights 
peace statement issues, Florence, 
South Carolina 

• IYP commemoration dinner at-
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tended by 235 people, Houston, Texas 
• Baha'is enter peace-theme sand

sculpture in contest, Virginia Beach, 
Virginia 

• Peace statement excerpts are read 
at Whitman College commencement, 
Walla Walla, Washington 

• Baha'is co-organize Peace Fair 
with Worldwide Peace Foundation, 
Washington, D. C. 

• Morgantown Baha'is spend a full 
week in August promoting IYP, West 
Virginia 

• "Peace du Jour" forum on world 
peace draws 250 people, Cedarburg, 
Wisconsin 

URUGUAY 
Tree Planting, Time Capsule and 

Conference, Montevideo, October 
1986 

The Baha'is hosted an IYP celebra
tion which featured a tree planting and 
the unveiling of a time capsule contain
ing 71 peace messages, many from 
prominent individuals and groups. A 
conference followed. 

VANUATU 
Bah(i't's help with a 10-day Peace Ex

po and poster competition 
This event, arranged by the UN Of

fice in Vila, received assistance from 
the local Baha'i community. More 
than 700 people visited the exhibit, 
which included some peace banners 
from the Baha'is in Australia. 

VENEZUELA 
Peace statement presented to the Na

tional Congress of Esperantists 
In a speech thanking the Baha'is for 

"The Promise of World Peace," the 
Esperanto group's spokesman recalled 
the links of friendship that have always 
bound Esperantists and Baha'is. 

VIRGIN ISLANDS 
Lesson plan developed for promot

ing peace in the classroom 
The lesson plan, developed by a Ba

ha'i educator, Dr. Rod Clarken of the 
College of the Virgin Islands, has been 
sent to almost all of the 1 ,200 teachers 
in the U.S. Virgin Islands. In addition, 
the National Baha'i Center in the U.S. 
has sent it to the 365 Baha'i classes in 
that country. 

ZAIRE 
Public lecture on peace, Shaba, Sep

tember 20, 1986 
More than 500 people came to hear 

the lecture by Professor Yezi, a prom-
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Vocalist Red Grammer, a member of 
the well-known folk trio, the Lime
lighters, has the spotlight to himself 

inent professor in International Rela
tions, expert in questions related to war 
and peace, and former priest. The lec
ture was organized by the Baha'is and 
sponsored by Lubumbashi University. 

Inter-zonal conferences include 
peace on the agenda, Kinshasa 

The four conferences attracted many 
Baha'is and guests. One was solely on 
the peace statement; another, held in 
Makala under the trees where the local 
Spiritual Assembly meets, attracted 
area officials. 

Public discussion on world peace, 
Bandundu, November 17, 1986 

90 people took part in a conference 
and discussion on world peace from a 
Baha'i perspective. 

during the International Peace Con
ference in San Francisco sponsored by 
the U. S. National Spiritual Assembly. 

ZIMBABWE 
"Peace Beginning with Our Child

ren" Conference, Christon Bank, Feb
ruary 22-27, 1986 

The Child Education Conference, 
held at the Baha'i Institute, was attend
ed by 80 members of 27 communities. 
Speakers from government ministries 
and UNICEF addressed the meetings, 
and radio stations recorded parts of the 
programs. 

Peace statement extracts published 
in widely circulated newspaper 

One page of extracts from "The 
Promise of World Peace" appeared in 
The Sunday Mail prior to a conference 
held in September 1986, when heads of 
state and leaders from 100 countries 
were in Harare. 
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Western Samoa 

Portrait of theMalietoaisun.veiled 

The following article was written by 
Dr. A.X. Furudi of Pago Pago, Amer
ican Samoa. 

• 
On May 24, the Baha'is of Samoa 

arranged a special service at the House 
of Worship to celebrate the 25th anni
versary of the independence of West
ern Samoa. 

Attending the service were the Head 
of State, His Highness Malietoa Tanu
mardi II; the Prime Minister, Mr. Ko-· 
lone Va'ai; government officials, some 
heads of churches, members of the dip
lomatic corps, and many people of va
rious races and religions. 

Afterward, everyone was invited to 
the Ancillary Building where refresh
ments were offered. The building was 
decorated with lovely flowers and 
green leaves. In one corner stood a 
golden frame, veiled and surrounded 
by more flowers. It was felt by many 
that the flowers whispered to one an
other, "Soon all the eyes will forget 
our beauty and shall turn to the greater 
Beauty." 

The hall was crowded with people, 
many without places to sit, when sud
denly a quiet person, with utmost cour
tesy, approached the veiled frame and 
was introduced by Counsellor Suhayl 
Ala'i as Mr. Duffy Sheridan, a talented 
person in the fields of art and painting. 

The hall became pin-drop quiet as 
Mr. Sheridan removed the veil to re
veal a majestic portrait of His High
ness Malietoa Tanumafili II. As soon 
as the portrait was seen, the audience 
became so excited and amazed that 
there was much wild applause, shout
ing and stamping of feet. 

His Highness was so happy and sur
prised that he enthusiastically took Mr. 
Sheridan's hands in his and greeted 
him and his family. When the excite
ment settled, His Highness asked Dr. 
Asi Faletoese to speak in response to 

Duffy Sheridan's por
trait of His Highness 
MaUetoa Tanumafili 
II of Western Samoa. 

this special occasion. Dr. Faletoese ex
pressed the extreme pleasure of His 
Highness for the presentation of the 
beautiful portrait, and also his pleasure 
with the special service honoring the 
country's independence. He pointed 
out that His Highness, "who is one of 
you," was deeply moved by this noble 
act of remembrance by the Baha'is 
which he said would be remembered 
forever. 

Mr. Sheridan, who pioneered with 
his family for seven years in the Falk
land Islands, produced a series of 
paintings in that country which was ex
hibited in London and throughout the 
U.S. That exhibit also included a por-

trait of 'Abdu'l-Bahci that now hangs 
in the Deanery of Westminster Abbey. 
Another of his portraits of 'Abdu'l
Baha was presented several years ago 
to the U.S. International Goals Com
mittee, which obtained permission to 
duplicate and distribute it to help dep
utize pioneers around the world. 

Our dear Duffy and his family are 
presently pioneers to Western Samoa, 
and we wish them all the good things in 
their pioneering post. 

In the end, I am grateful to Mrs. Jo
ann Marian for helping me in the com
pilation of this article.-Dr. A.X. Fu
rud; 
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World Centre 

Arc on Mount Carmel to be completed 

To the Followers of BaM'u 'I/dh throughout the world 
Beloved Friends, 

Nigh on one hundred years ago, Baha'u'llah walked on 
God's Holy Mountain and revealed the Tablet of Carmel, 
the Charter of the World Centre of His Faith, calling into 
being the metropolis of the Kingdom of God on earth. 

Through decades of oppression and expansion, persecu
tion and emancipation, His followers have successfully la
bored to carry His message to the remotest regions of the 
earth, to erect the structure of His Administrative Order, 
and to proclaim to mankind the divinely-prescribed cure for 
all its ills. In the past eight years the agonies suffered by His 
lovers in Iran have awakened the interest of a slumbering 
world and have brought His Faith to the center of human 
attention. 

On this same Mount Carmel 'Abdu'I-Baha, with infinite 
pains, raised the Mausoleum of the Bab on the spot chosen 
by His Father, and laid to rest within its heart the sacred re
mains of the Prophet Herald of the Faith, establishing a 
Spiritual Centre of immeasurable significance. 

In accordance with the same divine command, Shoghi Ef
fendi embellished the Shrine with an exquisite shell and 
then, under its protecting wing, began the construction of 
the Administrative Centre of the Faith, to comprise five 
buildings in a harmonious style of architecture, standing on 
a far-flung Arc centering on the \.lonuments of the Greatest 
Holy Leaf, her Mother and Brother. 

The first of these five buildings, the International Ar
chives, was completed in the beloved Guardian's lifetime. 
The second, the Seat of the Universal House of Justice, now 
stands at the apex of the Arc. Plans for the remaining three 
were prepared in fulfillment of a goal of the Seven Year 
Plan, and are now being detailed. 

As indicated in our letter of April 30, 1987, the way is 
now open for the Baha'i world to erect the remaining 
buildings of its Administrative Centre, and we must without 
delay stride forward resolutely on this path. 

Five closely related projects demand our attention: the 
erection of the three remaining buildings on the Arc and, 
added now to these, the construction of the terraces of the 
Shrine of the Bab and the extension of the International Ar
chives Building. A brief description of each of these will 
convey an impression of their significance for the Faith. 

• The Terraces of the Shrine of the Bab. In His plans for 
the development of Mount Carmel, 'Abdu'l-Baha envisaged 
19 monumental terraces from the foot of the mountain to its 
crest, nine leading to the terrace on which the Shrine of the 
Bab itself stands, and nine above it. These plans were often 

referred to by Shoghi Effendi, and he completed in prelimi
nary form the nine terraces constituting the approach to the 
Shrine from the central avenue of the former German Tem
plar Colony. 

• Tbe International Teacbing Centre will be the seat of 
that institution which is specifically invested with the twin 
functions of the protection and propagation of the Cause of 
God. The institution itself, referred to by the beloved Guar
dian in his writings, was established in June 1973, bringing 
to fruition the work of the Hands of the Cause of God resid
ing in the Holy Land and providing for the extension into 
the future of functions with which that body had been en
dowed. 

• Tbe Centre for tbe Study of tbe Texts. This building will 
be the seat of an institution of Baha'{ scholars, the efflores
cence of the present Research Department of the World 
Centre, which will assist the Universal House of Justice in 
consulting the Sacred Writings, and will prepare transla
tions of and commentaries on the authoritative texts of the 
Faith. 

• The International Archives Building. We have decided 
to construct, westward, an extension to the basement of the 
present Archives Building to provide accommodation for 
the central office of the ever-growing Archives at the World 
Centre. This institution is charged with responsibility for 
the preservation of the Sacred Texts and Relics and the his
toric documents of the Cause of God. 

• The International Baha'i Library. This Library is the 
central depository of all literature published on the Faith, 
and is an essential source of information for the institutions 
of the World Centre on all subjects relating to the Cause of 
God and the conditions of mankind. In future decades its 
functions must grow, it will serve as an active center for 
knowledge in all fields, and it will become the kernel of 
great institutions of scientific investigation and discovery. 

It is impossible at this stage to give an accurate estimate 
of the cost of these projects. All that we can now say is that 
in the immediate future two objectives have to be met: to ac
cumulate rapidly a reserve of $50 million on which plans for 
the construction can realistically begin to be implemented, 
and to provide an income of between $20 million and $25 
million for the Baha'i International Fund for each of the 
next 10 years. As the work proceeds, contracts are signed 
and costs can be accurately determined, further information 
will be announced. 

The great work of constructing the terraces, landscaping 
their surroundings, and erecting the remaining buildings of 
the Arc will bring into being a vastly augmented World Cen-

Baha'i News/October 1987 1 



'PH'IIIII~"~~ 

i- - ~,- lj ••• 

* 7 

••• .•• ~~ ...... -.....a, ... 

.. 
~~~----

A model of the Arc on Mount Carmel. ternational Teaching Centre. Also to 
A partial view showing the Interna- be constructed is the Centre for the 
tional Bahti'f Library (left) and the In- Study of the Texts while the Interna-

tional Archives is to be extended west
ward to provide accommodation for 
the central office of the Archives. 

tre structure which will be capable of meeting the challenges 
of coming centuries and of the tremendous growth of the 
Baha'i community which the beloved Guardian has told us 
to expect. 

Already we see the effect of the spiritual energies which 
the completion of the Seat of the Universal House of Justice 
has released, and the new impulse this has given to the ad
vancement of the Faith. Who can gauge what transforma
tions will be effected as a result of the completion of each 
successive stage of this great enterprise? The Faith ad
vances, not at a uniform rate of growth, but in vast surges, 
precipitated by the alternation of crisis and victory. 

In a passage written on July 18, 1953, in the early months 
of the Ten Year Crusade, Shoghi Effendi, referring to the 
vital need to ensure through the teaching work a "steady 
flow" of "fresh recruits to the slowly yet steadily advancing 
army of the Lord of Hosts," stated that this flow would 
"presage and hasten the advent of the day which, as pro
phesied by 'Abdu'l-Baha, will witness the entry by troops of 
peoples of divers nations and races into the Baha'i world." 

This day the Baha'i world has already seen in Africa, the 
Pacific, in Asia and in Latin America, and this process of 
entry by troops must, in the present plan, be augmented and 
spread to other countries for, as the Guardian stated in this 
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same letter, it "will be the prelude to that long-awaited hour 
when a mass conversion on the part of these same nations 
and races, and as a direct result of a chain of events, mo
mentous and possibly catastrophic in nature, and which 
cannot as yet be even dimly visualized, will suddenly revolu
tionize the fortunes of the Faith, derange the equilibrium of 
the world, and reinforce a thousandfold the numerical 
strength as well as the material power and the spiritual au
thority of the Faith of Baha'u'lhih." This is the time for 
which we must now prepare ourselves; this is the hour 
whose coming it is our task to hasten. 

At this climacteric of human history, we are called upon 
to rise up in sacrificial endeavor, our eyes on the awe
inspiring responsibilities which such developments will place 
upon Baha'i institutions and individual believers in every 
land, and our hearts filled with unshakeable confidence in 
the guiding Hand of the Founder of our Faith. That our Be
loved Lord will arouse His followers in every land to a 
mighty united effort is our ardent prayer at the Sacred 
Threshold. 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
The Universal House of Justice 

August 31, 1987 

, 
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Canada 

French-Canadians meet to discuss Plan 

Responding to the call of their na
tional institution, about 60 Baha'is 
from all parts of French Canada came 
together June 12-14 in Montreal to ex
plore in depth the two themes put forth 
by the National Spiritual Assembly: 
"The Experience of Being a Baha'i in 
Quebec: A Baha'i Perspective" and 
"The Challenge of Teaching the Faith 
and Building a Baha'i Community in 
Quebec." 

The gathering was blessed by the 
presence of two of the Hands of the 
Cause of God, John Robarts and Dr. 
'Ali Muhammad Varqa, who spoke 
with the friends assembled at the Ba
ha'i Shrine during the two evenings of 
the conference. 

Dr. Varqa explained that it had been 
possible to achieve the goals of the Ten 
Year Crusade after the death of the 
Guardian, when the destiny of the 
Faith rested on the shoulders of the 27 
Hands of the Cause, who were not in
fallible, because they had committed 
themselves to the infallible Plan of 
Shoghi Effendi. He encouraged the 
friends to study the Tablets of the Di
vine Plan, written by 'Abdu'I-Baha 
after His visit to Canada in 1912, and 
in particular the eighth Tablet which 
sets out the conditions Canadian Ba
ha'is must fulfill in order to be estab
lished on the Throne of Glory. 

Mr. Robarts ~pent some precious 
moments recalling happy memories of 
1948 when he was elected to the first 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Ba
ha'is of Canada whose meetings were 
held from time to time in the Maxwell 
home (now the Baha'i Shrine), and 
were always followed by a Sunday 
evening fireside in the very room in 
which the conference was being held. 
As Dr. Varqa did, he reminded the 
friends of their priceless bounty in hav
ing this blessed place, the only au
thentic shrine in North America hal-

lowed by the presence and prayers of 
·.-\bdu'l-Baha. 

Present in spirit at the gathering was 
the first Baha'i child of Montreal, 
\-Iary Maxwell (the Hand of the Cause 
of God Amatu'I-Baba Ruhiyyih Kha
num) who, in a cable, appealed to the 
believers in Quebec to arise and vindi
cate the unique position of the first 
place in which the Faith was estab
lished in Canada, in 1902. She recalled 
the great love that her mother, May 
\-Iaxwell, had for the French-speaking 
people and her wish to see the French
Canadians embrace and serve the 
Cause of Baha'u'llah. She mentioned 
the rapid expansion of this process 
over the past 30 years which witnessed 
the remarkable services performed by 
French-Canadians all over the world. 
as well as the large amount of teaching 
activity that has resulted in increased 
numbers of Baha'is in Quebec. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
was represented by its chairman, Dr. 
William Hatcher; its secretary, Dr. 
Hossain Danesh; and Ann Wilson. 

Bringing with him the loving greet
ings of the Baha'is in the Bahamas, 
whom he had just visited, Counsellor 
David Smith enhanced the spirit of the 
conference by speaking to everyone in 
a language that was simple, direct and 
permeated by a deep love for the Cause 
of Baha'u'llah. Speaking of integra
tion, Dr. Smith said that what we have 
to talk about now is unity in diversity, 
and that if we live a Baha'i life and 
work to achieve the goals we have set 
for ourselves, we will become "inte
grated." He added that this process of 
integration is not necessarily pleasant 
or comfortable, but that we must learn 
to detach ourselves from the things of 
this world and to become more attach
ed to the things that are of God. This, 
he said, is the example of the martyrs, 
and each of us is a potential martyr, 

called upon to detach himself from his 
personal opinions and be willing to 
give his life for his fellow-believers. We 
must pray, he said, to become "agents 
of unity." 

Auxiliary Board member Elizabeth 
Wright spoke about the need to make a 
connection between integration and 
teaching, and that integration is only a 
process, with unity the magnet that at
tracts the hearts. She explained that the 
Baha'i administration is the means 
chosen by Baha'u'llah to enable each 
individual to take the development of 
the Faith into his own hands. 

Dr. A.M. Ghadirian said that the 20 
years he had spent in Quebec had made 
him a French-Canadian in heart and 
spirit, and that he was with us in our 
sorrow and our joy. According to him, 
this conference was the answer to 'Ab
du'l-Baha's prayers during His visit to 
Quebec in 1912. Dr. Ghadirian said it 
takes courage to say the things that are 
on our minds, and maturity to listen to 
them. 

To stimulate consultation, the Na
tional Assembly had invited some 
French-speaking Baha'is to take part in 
panels and talk about the themes men
tioned earlier. They all carried out their 
tasks to the best of their ability, some 
spontaneously, others offering the 
fruits of mature reflection. After one 
of these presentations, \-Irs. Robarts 
said to one of the participants how 
much she and her family had prayed 
for this moment to arrive. 

Another highlight of the conference 
was a presentation by Andre Bergeron 
on three Baha'is who walked on Que
bec soil: Louis Bourgeois, architect of 
the House of Worship in Wilmette, Il
linois; and the Hands of the Cause of 
God William Sutherland Maxwell and 
Siegfried Schopflocher, who are buried 
side by side in the Mount Royal Cem
etery in Montreal. 
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'Abdu'l-Baha in America 

Passing of 'the first American Baha'i' 

The passing of Thornton Chase, the 
first American Baha'i, took place on 
September 30, 1912. It was totally un
expected. Mr. Chase, age 65, had had a 
few health problems previously, but 
they were not severe. He was a large 
man-six feet two inches tall and 
weighing more than 260 pounds-and 
his weight had sapped some of his en
ergy. He also had persistent bowel dif
ficulties for 20 years, which necessi
tated an operation during the summer 
of 1911. By mid-1912 Mr. Chase was 
again working full-time, and was active 
in giving Baha'i talks whenever he 
could and tending his home in Los An
geles. 

In early September 1912 he fell ill 
while traveling for his company, pre
sumably from a bout of his bowel 
troubles. Two brief hospitalizations 
were necessary.! After he returned to 
Los Angeles, his condition suddenly 
worsened. On September 26 he was 
rushed to Angelus Hospital and imme
diately scheduled for surgery. Mr. 
Chase hurriedly wrote to John Bosch, 
one of his closest Baha'i friends: 

"They have just brought me to the 
hospital and are going to operate on 
me for obstruction of the bowels in 
about an hour. It is a very serious oper
ation and will tie me up here for two 
weeks or more. Please let Abdul Baha 
know." 2 

The obstruction, probably a cancer, 
was not treated successfully; as a re-

"The Passing of Thornton Chase" 
and the article that follows, "An Ap
preciation of Thornton Chase," were 
written by Robert H. Stockman of 
Somerville, Massachusetts. The selec
tions are taken from a biography of 
Mr. Chase to be released in 1988 and 
are used here by permission of the Ba
hO'f Publishing Trust. Copyright (f, 

1987 by the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the Bahd '{s of the United States. 
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THORNTON CHASE 

suit, Thornton suffered five days of 
great pain. But even then he was al
ways thinking of others; he had his sec
retary send to John Bosch a check for 
$50 to repay a debt he owed him. 

Informing 'Abdu'l-Baha of Thorn
ton's condition proved difficult be
cause He was on a train, traveling 
across Colorado and Utah en route to 
California. Finally, on September 28, 
probably in Salt Lake City, 'Abdu'l
BaM was contacted. He cabled to Mr. 
Chase that He was coming west and 
that "if it were God's will," He would 
see him soon. 3 

On Sunday, September 29, the Ba
ha'is in Los Angeles sent telegrams to 
Baha'is all over the West Coast asking 
for prayers for Mr. Chase's recovery. 
On Monday morning he was "very 
low," but rallied later that day. In the 
evening, many of the Baha'is from 
greater Los Angeles gathered at Thorn
ton's house to pray for him: 

"The sun had set when a little group 
of earnest souls, twenty in all, from 

various parts of Los Angeles, from 
Pasadena, Tropico and Glendale, as
sembled in silence on a street corner 
amid the bustle and din of the metrop
olis, to pray for the restoration of their 
brother to physical health and 
strength. 

"About seven o'clock we reached 
the home and had hardly entered be
fore the telephone rang and we were in
formed that Mr. Chase had just passed 
away. Every head was bowed as Mr. 
Rice-Wray hung up the receiver and 
said 'Friends, he has gone.' Miss Wise 
arose and read the prayer for the de
parted, from the little prayer book, 
and Mr. Rice-Wray read two or three 
selections from Hidden Words, also 
another of which Mr. Chase was fond 
and which he had asked his wife to re
peat to him often during his illness: 

" 'With patience, then, the course of 
duty run. 

" 'God never does, nor suffers to be 
done 

" 'But that which you would do, if 
you could see 

" 'The end of all events as well as 
He.' 

"Mrs. Rice-Wray went to the piano 
and the friends sang 'Nearer, My God, 
to Thee.' Mr. Hall recited a beautiful 
poem, 'He is not dead; he is just away,' 
and the friends departed, a great sad
ness upon each soul. We felt, indeed, 
that we had been in the presence of the 
Most High and had accompanied our 
brother as far as we could." 4 

The American Baha'i community 
was grief-stricken by Thornton Chase's 
passing. Memorial gatherings were 
held in many places, and were annually 
repeated for many years after his 
death. Star of the West, the American 
Baha'i community's monthly magazine 
at that time, contains more descrip
tions of Thornton Chase's life and 
death, and of memorial services in his 

-



Thornton Chase (seated second from left) in an early photograph with Baha'{s in the Chicago area. 

honor. than it does for any othe~ 
American Baha'i. 

In a sense. the American Baha':s' 
:rrst [rioute ,2 Thornton Chase~arr:e 
bdore he died. at the annual comen
tion of Bahai Temple Lnity on Sun
day, April 28. 1912. The con\enrion 
resolved to send a greeting "to \lr. 
Thornton Chase, now in Los Angeles. 
but whose spirit is manifest by the ef
fect of his eariy teaching and devotion. 
all present rising in recognition." , l;-: 
chis way. the :\merican Baha'i ccr;.iT'.'-> 
nit\ acknowledged his ser'vices ~~' 

·.vhile he was still alive. 
.-\tter \Ir. Chase', death. 'e··e~_1. 

:ributes were published. The Re·. l> 
David Buchanan, who became a Baha', 
as a result of Thornton's teaching e:'
forts, wrote: 

"Thornton Chase .... as a nobie-f1ll::J
ec :md large-hearted man. He 'l;l(.kr

swod the spiritual meaning of :he Bd
ha'j life and had attained a height In hi' 
own experience reached by few. 
Everyone loved him because he "as ..i 

supremely lovable man. He knew Ab-

dul-Baha as but few kne'''' him, and w 
have passed away on the eve of the ar
r: ·.al of the one he loved ,a much is one 
~~. the mysteries \\ e can never sohe. 
Thornton Chase had a mind deeply 
,piritual as well as philosophical and 
':ad a profound grasp of the Bahai 
movement." 0 

One of Mr. Chase's closest friends. 
-\;thur Agnew, offered :1 particularly 
moving eulogy: 

"He was a man or great loving char
:Lter. with a hear: [hat drew :() him 
.> arm fnends and J ,o'·e '.\ hich seemed 
~,~ reach 'Jut. surround JnG envelop 
:':;U. 

"Oh t'~lend: ..... hen .\;: conslJer :hy 
.oving heart, we do not feel that thou 
art separated from us. It seems that we 
should more naturally write to thee 
chan or thee. Continue thou thine d
:-.)rt5 for the good 0 f the ,ouis 0 t men 
ln hundredfold no'", that thou ar: free 
:n the realms of might and power. Be 
nearer to the hearts of those in trouble 
<lI1d distress and cease not from thy 
labors until all the 50uls of men have 

come into Peace and Love, and mayest 
thou always be in the fullness of happi
ness and joy in nearness to thy Lord 
:mil in His good will and pleasure." -

Yet the greatest tribute of all was 
paid to Thornton Chase by the One 
whom he loved so much, 'Abdu'l
Baha. On September 30, 'Abdu'I-Bana 
was on a train to San Francisco; pre
,umably, He learned of Thornton's 
death the next morning, after His ar
rival. In His first public appearance, 
,)n October ~-apparently He was ex
hausted from His long trip and rested 
in seclusion for several days-He re
t1ected on th-= considerable difficulties 
\If. Chase had experienced during the 
last few years of his life, and the mean
ing of his sudden and seemingly prema
ture death: 

"This revered personage was {he 
/irs! Bahai in America. He served the 
Cause fai(hfull~' and his services will 
ever be remembered throughout future 
ages and cycles_ He has written many 
books in this Cuuse and {hey will be 
studied carefully by (he coming genera-
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tions. He traveled once to Acca and 
there we associated with each other for 
several days. Indeed he became free 
from the troubles of this world. No 
matter how long he mighT have re
mained here, he would have met 
nothing else but trouble. The purpose 
of life is to get certain results; that is, 
the life of man must bring forth certain 
fruitage. It does not depend upon the 
length of the life. As soon as the life is 
crowned with fruition then it is com
pleted, although that person may have 
a short life . .. . Praise be To God! the 
tree of Mr. Chase's life brought forth 
fruit. It gave complete fruit, therefore 
he is free. He attained eternal rest. He 
is now in the presence of BAHA '
O'LLAH. " 

Apparently, 'Abdu'l-Baha also told 
the Baha'is in San Francisco that 
Thornton Chase's grave should be vis
ited annually. 8 

'Abdu'l-Baha had not intended, 
when He planned His trip to the West 
Coast, to visit any places outside the 
San Francisco Bay area, because He 
was greatly tired from His demanding 
schedule of appearances and talks. But 
Thornton's death changed His plans. 
'Abdu'l-Baha had already missed the 
funeral, a lovely service held on Oc
tober 4 and followed by burial in Ingle
wood Cemetery. Nevertheless, 'Ab-

A Baha'I places a wreath on the resting 
place of Thornton Chase during the 
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Thornton Chase at work in his study. 

du'I-Baha decided to pay His respects 
to the first American Baha'i. As He 
later explained to the Baba'is in Oak
land, "I would not have gone to Los 
Angeles had it not been to visit the 
tomb of Mr. Thornton Chase." 9 'Ab
du'I-Baha left San Francisco for Los 
Angeles on Friday, October 18, visited 
Thornton's grave the following day, 
then took a train back to San Francisco 
on Monday, October 21. 

annual memorial service for Mr. Chase 
in Inglewood, California. 

Twenty-five Baha'is accompanied 
. Abdu'I-Baba to Thornton Chase's 
grave. According to His secretary, 
Mahmud-i-Zarqani, 'Abdu' I-Baba 
walked straight to the site without ask
ing its whereabouts. He praised the 
beauty and verdure of the cemetery, 
then adorned the grave with flowers 
"with a love and affection which 
struck the bystanders with astonish
ment." 10 After chanting a tablet of 
visitation, He revealed a prayer about 
Mr. Chase: 

"0 my God! 0 my God! Verily, this 
is a servant of Thine, who did believe 
on Thee and in Thy signs; verily he 
hearkened to Thy summons, turned to 
Thy Kingdom, humbled himself at Thy 
holy threshold, was possessed of a con
trite heart, arose 10 serve Thy Cause, to 
spread Thy fragrances, to promote Thy 
word, and to expound Thy wisdom. 

"Verily he guided the people to 
Thine ancient pathway, and led them 
10 Thy way of rectitude. Verily he held 
the chalice of guidance in his right 
hand and gave unto those athirst to 
drink of the cup of Thy favor. He pre
sented himself at Thy lofty threshold, 
where he laid his brow on the fragrant 
soil of Thy garden and circumambu
lated Thy all-glorious and sublime 
abode, The traces of which are wide
spread and the fragrances of whose 
loyalty are sensed everywhere. Later he 
returned to these vast and extensive 
countries and proclaimed Thy name 
amongst the people, until his respira-

I 
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Pictured are some of the more than 350 
Baha'is and their guests who attended 

tion ceased and his outward sensation 
was suspended, returning to Thee with 
a heart throbbing with Thy love and 
with an eye opened in Thy direction. 

"0 Lord! 0 Lord! Submerge him in 
the ocean of Thy glory. 0 Lord! 0 
Lord! Usher him into Thy delectable 
garden. 0 Lord! 0 Lord! Usher him 
into Thy lojty paradise and cause him 
to be present in Thy meeting oj trans
figuration. 0 Lord! Submerge him in 
the ocean oj Thy lights. 

"Verily, Thou art the Clement! Veri
ly. Thou art the Merciful, the Precious. 
the Omnipotent!" II 

'Abdu'l-Baha then offered a eulogy 
in which He praised Thornton Chase as 
patient and long-suffering. He said 
Mr. Chase had an "illuminated" heart 
and that he had "witnessed the lights 
of the Kingdom of ABHA, and he was 
guided by the lights of Guidance." He 

\ 
the annual Thornton Chase memorial 
service held Sunday, October 3, 1965, 

reiterated the importance of visiting 
Thornton's grave and urged the friends 
to bring flowers there "on my behalf." 
He stressed that "the traces of this per
sonage will ever shine," and that peo
ple "will honor this grave." He eve'll 
added that the Baha'is must have the 
"utmost consideration for the mem
bers of his (Thornton's) family." 11 Fi
nally, He kissed the gravestone. IJ 

'Abdu'l-Baha gave two talks in Los 
.-\ngeles in which Thornton Chase's 
passing was mentioned. At the second, 
He urged the Baha'is to commemorate 
\-Ir. Chase's death each year not only 
by visiting his grave but by spreading 
"a feast for the poor and giv(ing) 
charity to those deprived." 14 He also 
met privately with \-Ir. Chase's widow, 
Eleanor. He repeated to her many of 
His previous statements about Thorn
ton-for example, He again said that 

Cn • 

in California's Inglewood Park Cem
etery. 

Thornton's "value is not known, but 
will be in the future" -and He sought 
to comfort her: 

"I was exceedingly sad and heart
broken when I heard oj the departure 
oj Mr. Chase, jor I loved him very 
much . .. . Be not sad or grieved. Do 
not sorrow, jor no man in this world is 
permanent. As there was a day jor him 
to come, there is a day jor him to 
leave . ... Alr. Chase was heavenly. 
Mr. Chase was spiritual. Mr. Chase 
was radiant. You have not lost him. At 
most, there is now a temporary separa
tion between you. In the Kingdom 
there will be a meeting. It is precisely 
like taking a journey. You will meet 
him. Do not sorrow . ... Certain souls 
come and believe, and leave behind 
them an eternal light or radiance, 
which is the equivalent to a candle that 
never goes out . ... You should be 
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Flowers adorn the resting place of 
Thornton Chase following one of the 

comforted. Thus may the spirit of Mr. 
Chase be pleased with your patience 
and forbearance. If you were sad, he 
would be sad, and you would not want 
to make him sad, too. " 15 

Thornton Chase's value can best be 
understood when one considers the im
portance of the qualities he exempli
fied. 'Abdu'l-Baha had named him 
thabit, 0: "steadfast," because of the 
great depth of his faith and devotion to 
Bahci'u'llah. A statement by 'Abdu'l
Baha's sister, Bahiyyih Khanum, of
fers an insight into the importance of 
this title: 

"Steadfastness is a treasure that 
makes a man so rich as to have no need 
of the world or any person or any thing 
that is therein. Constancy is a special 
joy, that leads us mortals on to lofty 
heights, great progress, and the win
ning of the perfections of Heaven. All 
praise be to the Beloved's holy court, 
for granting this most wondrous grace 
to His faithful people, and to His fa
vored ones, this best of gifts." 16 

Baha'u'lIah, too, offers a glimpse in
to the nature of Thornton's spiritual 
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annual services in his memory. 

achievement, and the ecstasy that it 
brought to him, when He describes 
God's call to the attracted souls and its 
transforming power: 

"Give ear unto that which the Spirit 
imparteth unto thee in the days of 
God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Sub
sisting, that His Call may attract thee 
to the Summit of transcendent glory 
and draw thee nigh unto the Station 
where thou shalt behold thine entire 
being set ablaze with thefire of the love 
of God in such wise that neither the as
cendancy of the rulers nor the whisper
ings of their vassals can quench it, and 
thou wilt arise amidst the peoples of 
the world to celebrate the praise of thy 
Lord, the Possessor of Names. This is 
that which well beseemeth thee in this 
Day." 17 

In this passage Baha'u'llah might 
just as easily be describing Thornton 
Chase, whose being was indeed "set 
ablaze with the fire of the love of 
God," and who did indeed "arise ... 
.0 celebrate the praise" of his Lord. It 
is in this spiritual sense that Thornton 
Chase was indeed the Occident's first 

Baha'i, and a beacon guiding future 
generations in their own odysseys- to 
learn the mysteries of the love of God. 
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Tribute to Thornton Chase 

His services 'will ever be remembered' 

'Abdu'l-Baha's praise of Thornton 
Chase (1847-1912) makes it clear that 
he is one of the most significant figures 
in American Baha'i history. In addi
tion to giving him the title thabit 
("steadfast")-one of the most signifi
cant spiritual titles to which a Baha'i 
can attain-'Abdu'l-Baha designated 
Mr. Chase's grave a place of pilgrim
age, revealed a Tablet of visitation for 
him, and commanded that his passing 
be commemorated annually. Few, if 
any, Baha'is in the world, aside from 
the Central Figures themselves, have 
received all three of these honors. 

'Abdu'l-Baha said Me. Chase's 
"worth" at present "is not known," 
but "will be inestimably clear" in the 
future. He added that Me. Chase's ser
vices "will ever be remembered," that 
his books "will be studied carefully by 
the coming generations," and that 
Thornton Chase's station in the future 
"will be known." 'Abdu'l-Baha ap
parently did not designate Thornton 
Chase a Hand of the Cause of God. 
but His other statements make it clear 
that Mr. Chase attained to an excep
tionally high spiritual station. 

One is at a loss to think of another 
American Baha'i of Thornton Chase's 
generation who possessed his capac
ities. He was, first of all, an exception
ally even-tempered and mild-mannered 
man. He scrupulously avoided arguing 
with others, and always sought to 
make love, tolerance, kindness and 
mutual respect the dominant mood in 
any meeting of Baha'is. His capacity to 
love anyone, especially those who dis
agreed with him, is repeatedly demon
strated in his words and actions. 

No one compares with him in the dce
velopment of American Baha'i admin
istration from 1900-1912. He is per
haps the only person before 1912 who 
had a thorough understanding of the 
Baha'i concept of consultation. His 

service as chairman of the Chicago 
House of Spirituality, the Baha'i gov
erning council for that city, probably 
accounts in part for the great success of 
that institution, the only well-func
tioning Baha'i consultative body in the 
western world during Me. Chase's life
time. 

Records make it clear that Me. 
Chase was the prime mover behind 
many of the House's activities. He sug
gested most of the activities that it in
itiated and then wrote the letters to 
others or did the negotiating necessary 
for them to be carried through to a 
conclusion. All of this suggests that 
\tr. Chase deserves the title of "pre
mier American Baha'i administrator of 
the Heroic Age." 

\1e. Chase's essays and letters. 
which he meticulously preserved and, 
in some cases, annotated and edited for 
future generations. also demonstrate 
his great capacity. At a time when Ba
ha'i literature wa~ scarce, Mr. Chase 
probably had a more complete under
standing of the Baha'i teachings than 
any other Westerner. He had read-in
deed, he edited for publication-most 
of the works that were available in 
English at the time. His book. The 
Bahai Revelation, was the only sub
stantial work on the Faith written by 
an American before 1912. 

\1r. Chase's job necessitated a three
or four-month trip each year across 
much of the United States. He spent 
nearly every evening on those trips 
speaking at Baha'i meetings. As such, 
he was probably the most traveled Am
erican Baha'i-only Isabella Britting
ham can compare. In a day before the 
.-\merican Baha'is had a national ad
ministration and therefore a sense of 
belonging to a national community, 
\1e. Chase's traveling made him by far 
the most widely known American Ba
ha'i on the continent. 

Most remarkable of all was Me. 
Chase's profound grasp of the spiritual 
essence of the Faith, which, like that of 
all religions, lies in the individual's ef
forts to worship God and the struggle 
to know himself. Mr. Chase under
stood that the core of the Baha'i Faith, 
as Shoghi Effendi has noted, is mysti
cal. The Bahai Revelation is the only 
significant contribution to mystical lit
erature penned by an American Baha'i 
to date. Perhaps Mr. Chase deserves 
the title "premier American Baha'i 
mystic" as well. 

Thornton Chase underwent 47 years 
of preparation before accepting Baha'
u'llah. This part of his life has never 
been known in more detail than a few 
paragraphs. But by remarkable for
tune, quite a large quantity of docu
ments in non-Baha'i archives describes 
those years. As a result, a nearly com
plete spiritual portrait of the man can 
be reconstructed for most of his life. 
Significant events of his spiritual life 
include: a vision that he had in 1873 or 
1874; religious poetry written while he 
was living in Colorado during 1876-88; 
four years of membership in the 
Swedenborgian church, a Christian 
group that seeks a spiritual and sym
bolic understanding of the Bible; and 
20 years of reading books on all the re
ligions of the world, during which time 
he came to believe that God was pre
paring him for some great work. 

Central to Me. Chase's spiritual de
velopment was his fascination with the 
concept of love, one which dominated 
his poetry, essays, books and letters, 
and ultimately served as the integrative 
principle in his understanding of the 
nature of one's relationship to God 
and the world. Thornton Chase's life 
contained fierce tests and great spir
itual victories. It reveals him as a shin
ing example to future generations of 
how to live, to love, and to worship 
one's Creator. 
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United States 

Pasadena hosts Children's Conference 

"Stepping Stones to Peace" was the 
theme of the first annual Children's 
Conference held April 18 at the BaM'i 
Center in Pasadena, California. The 
event was sponsored by the BaM'is of 
Pasadena at the request of the Hand of 
the Cause of God William Sears. 

The idea for the conference sprang 
from a desire to invite Mr. Sears to 
visit the William Sears Baha'i School in 
Pasadena, which was named in his 
honor 15 years ago. Mr. Sears said he 
would love to visit the school if a child
ren's conference could be held. 

The seed having been planted, the 
Sears Baha'i School Council formed a 
planning committee to begin preparing 
such an event. 

With the San Francisco peace con
ference still fresh in everyone's mind, 
the theme of "peace" evolved. The 
phrase "Stepping Stones to Peace" 
came from the peace booklet published 
by the Baha'i Publishing Trust of 
Canada. 

The main goal of the conference was 
to help children understand their role 
in achieving and maintaining world 
peace by giving them practical tools 
and ideas to develop in their day-to
day lives. 

Every effort was made to involve the 
children at the Sears School in prepar
ing for the conference. They par
ticipated by designing the conference 
logo, coloring and making more than 
1,000 buttons, assembling 800 work
books to be used by attendees, creating 
drawings about peace, preparing 
speeches, and giving dance and musical 
presentations. 

Among the children featured in the 
program were Vince Fazzi, who wrote 
and recited a "Poem to Peace," and 
Laleh Shahriaree, who gave a speech 
entitled "Feelings on Music" and per
formed two classical selections on the 
piano. 
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The Hand of the Cause of God Wil
liam Sears and his wife, Marguerite 
(center of photo), are right where they 
want to be: in the midst of smiling chil-

Prayers for peace were recited in six 
languages: Spanish by Zaynab Cortez; 
Fijian (Mary Moody); Persian (Samah 
Sohrabi); Dutch (Leili Farhangi); Eng
lish (Michael Perkins); and Arabic (Sa
nah Sohrabi). 

Samira Anayati presented a speech 
on peace, the Los Angeles Baha'i 
Youth Workshop performed several 
dance selections, and the keynote 
speaker, lO-year-old Nima Masroori, 
delivered the same memorable speech 
he had recited at the International 
Peace Conference in San Francisco last 
August. 

The program, hosted by Leisa Sin
clair, also included performances by 
"Eyes" (Jamie Heath and Tony Sin
clair), and Leslie & Kelly who were 
joined in their finale by Sabrina Brit
tan, Brienna Cramer, Brandon Moore, 

dren during the first annual 'Stepping 
Stones to Peace' Conference held April 
18 at the Baha'i Center in Pasadena, 
California. 

Deanna and Ramona Morgan, Aziza 
Primous, Michelle Ruiz, Nazanin Sa
faie, Justin White and many en
thusiastic children from the audience. 

Of the 998 persons who registered 
for the conference, 509 were children 
ages 15 and under. 

Among the workshops was "Spir
itual Parenting" hosted by Sherry 
Masroori, Lisa Janti and Jim and Lee 
Haslip for children ages 0-3 years. 

A special area coordinated by Taya 
Brittain was prepared so that parents 
could take part in the adult class while 
keeping their "little ones" entertained 
(a very successful concept). 

Children ages four to 15 years took 
part in workshops that helped them to 
"Define Peace" and to discuss "Bar
riers to Peace," "What People You 
Know Say About Peace," and "Step-



Above: 'How do you do that?' Trum
peter John (DizzY) Gillespie never fails 
to capture the interest of children by 
demonstrating his rather unique em
bouchure, as he does here for young
sters at the first 'Stepping Stones to 
Peace' conference in Pasadena, Cali-

ping Stones to Peace." 
As part of their classroom activities, 

children signed "peace scrolls" that 
were presented to representatives of the 

The Hand of Cause 
Iiam Sears speaks to his 'grandchild
ren' during the first 'Stepping Stones 
to Peace' Conference at the Pasadena, 
California, Baha'( Center. 

fornia . . Seated next to Mr. Gillespie is 
Judge Dorothy W. Nelson, treasurer of 
the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly. 
Right: Turnabout is fair play. One of 
the more than 500 children at the con
ference does an impromptu impression 
of Mr. Gillespie. 

Cniversal House of Justice. the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, the Spiritual 
:\ssembly of Pasadena, the mayor of 
Pasadena, President Reagan. Gov. 
George Deukmejian of California, the 
Pasadena chapter of UNICEF. the 
children of the Williams Sears School, 
IDd, of course, the Hand of the Cause 
of God William Sears and his wife, 
~larguerite. 

The youngsters also signed "peace 
messages" that were attached to more 
than 500 balloons and released in the 
afternoon from the courtyard of the 
Pasadena Baha'i Center. Several re
sponses have been received and for
warded to the children who sent them. 

As a result of requests from many of 
the children at the conference, a 
Speech Club and Friendship Club have 
been formed. (For information, write 
to P.O. Box 844, Sierra Madre, CA 
91204.) 

Mr. Sears addressed the conference 
several times during the day and visited 
the children's classrooms, becoming 
better acquainted and creating a 
special, personal bond with his 
"grandchildren.' , 

A surprise guest was renowned jazz 

trumpeter John (Dizzy) Gillespie who 
captivated the children while sharing 
his love and his optimism for peace and 
unity. 

To add to these already exciting 
events, local television stations KCBS, 
KTLA and KNBC sent news reporters 
to cover the conference. KCBS and 
KTLA broadcast parts of their inter
views on the evening news, specifically 
mentioning the Faith and its efforts to 
educate children toward peace. 

The excitement didn't end with the 
conference. As a follow-up to the day
long program, a public meeting was 
hosted that evening by Mr. and Mrs. 
Sears. 

Musical entertainment for that pro
gram was provided by John Barnes, 
Marva King, Jerry and Tony Sinclair, 
Michelle Dickey, and the Baha'i Youth 
Workshop. 

As Mr. Sears said. "It was a two-day 
conference in one day." 

Plans for the second annual Child
ren's Conference, to be held in the 
spring of 1988, are under way. It prom
ises to be even bigger than the first. 

Musicians, artists, children wishing 
to perform, present speeches, etc., may 
send tapes and other materials for con
sideration to "Stepping Stones to 
Peace," P.O. Box 844, Sierra Madre, 
CA 91204. 
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Bolivia 

Teaching accelerates in Chaco area 

The dispersed and unorganized 
ranc~ing communities of the largely in· 
hospItable Bolivian panhandle have 
long been a stronghold for the century· 
old Franciscan missions, established in 
the forefront of colonization efforts 
that combined Indian wars and exter· 
mination campaigns against the in dig· 
enous Guarani population. Following 
the dreadful Chaco War of the '30s be· 
tween Bolivia and Paraguay, the region 
left a seared memory in the conscious
ness of Bolivians as a desolate. hellish 
place. 

Our recent efforts to reopen to the 
Cause of God the Bolivian Chaco, a 
vast, savannah-like region bordering 
on northwestern Argentina and Para
guay, more than 15 years after Coun
sellor Hooper Dunbar's seminal teach
ing efforts, are beginning to offer hints 
of promise to the pioneers here after 
two years of patience and determina
tion. 

The pioneering approach in the area 
was established by Alonzo and Cindy 
Roat Wind when they were contracted 
during the first half of 1985 by an in
ternational health and development 
agency to coordinate a primary health 
care project. The search for effective 
local counterpart agencies free from 
governmental intervention led to the 
exchange of a letter of intent of inter
institutional cooperation between the 
mainstream agency and two Baha'i
initiated organizations, Nur University 
of Santa Cruz, Bolivia, and the Foun
dation for the Integral Development of 
Bolivia (FUNDESIB), founded by 
Counsellor Eloy Anello and former 
Counsellor Athos Costas. 

During the first year and a half the 
Winds taught indirectly and by exam-

This article about teaching in the 
Chaco area of Bolivia was written by 
Alonzo Wind, an Auxiliary Board 
member from Santa Cruz. 
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Government officials have easily 
accepted the introduction of Ba
ha'i beliefs into events such as 
the inauguration of a health re
source training center, where a 
number of attendees asked for 
Baha'i prayers instead of the tra
ditional Catholic invocation. 

pIe, taking care not to mix the profes
sional requirements of the mainstream 
agency with Baha'i teaching, and so 
perhaps confuse the two in people's 
minds. Here and there people were 
found who had first heard the Faith 
mentioned by American pioneer Rizi 
Sunshine some 20 years ago in Tarija. 
These people remained devoted to her 
memory and were receptive to the 
Cause even though they had heard 
nothing from the Baha'is for a genera
tion or more. 

By early 1987 important project 
funding was found for FUNDESIB's 
active participation in the Chaco De
velopment Project, and a more asser
tive effort was begun to promote Ba
ha'i values and principles through pro
ject activities. More Baha'is have 
begun to visit and stay in the zone in re
cent months, so that presently, out of a 
combined project staff of 25, seven are 
Baha'is. 

A goal was set to promote an ongo
ing cross-border exchange with Baha'i 
communities of the Argentine north
west. As a result, interesting develop
ments have taken place. Last Novem
ber, when the Pope led a day of prayers 
for peace to honor the 750th anniver
sary of the birth of St. Francis of As
sisi, seemingly drawing counsel from 
the peace message of the Universal 
House of Justice, the parish priest of 
Villa Montes, a young Franciscan from 

It~ly, invited the Winds to take part 
with representatives of other non
Catholic religious groups in a similar 
unity mass for world peace, seating the 
Baha'is in a place of honor on the po
dium just behind the altar. When other 
evangelical sects proved unwilling to 
participate, the priest gave the lectern 
to Alonzo who greeted the overflow 
audience with a proclamation of the 
Baha'i Faith and excerpts from the 
peace statement. Many local officials 
have since been given printed copies of 
the statement. 

Meetings have been held at the 
Winds' home, with the result that a 
number of youth and young adults 
have become interested in the Faith in
cluding several reporters and tech
nicians from the local television sta
tion. Special attention has been given 
to two groups: (1) non-Baha'i project 
employees, so that they too could serve 
as examples in the region; and (2) local 
clergy, who have been the particular in
terest of Alonzo. 

Within the first group, two young 
professionals have professed their faith 
in Baha'u'llah, with one agronomist 
prepared to declare his faith openly, 
mostly as a result of loving attention 
from Alex Blake, an American who is 
in Bolivia on a youth year of service. 
The nuns and priests have shown sin
cerity and openness to the principles of 
the Faith, and one priest, at the Feast 
of the Virgin del Carmen, dedicated his 
sermon to the importance of humanity 
reaffirming the Covenant of Mount 
Carmel with God, highlighting the im
portance this has had for all the relig
ions. 

Meanwhile, Baha'i videos are getting 
air time on local television including 
locally-produced proclamation ma
terials, while literature is being widely 
distributed. Government officials have 
easily accepted the introduction of Ba-
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ha'i beliefs into events such as the in
auguration of a health resource train
ing center, where a number of atten
dees asked for Baha'i prayers instead 
of the traditional Catholic invocation. 

While not as dramatic in comparison 
with areas where mass teaching is tak
ing place, an important opportunity 
has been created through the opening 
of a wedge in the traditionally resistant 
eastern lowlands of Bolivia, a strategi
cally important area for the Cause of 
God in a country where 95 per cent of 
the Baha'is live in the densely popu
lated highland plateaus and valleys. In 
addition, valuable experience is being 
gained by Baha'i development agencies 
in collaboration with a mainstream 
ecumenical international health agency 
which has become even more flexible 
after its directors learned that the 
noted development theorist, Dr. Far
zam Arbab, was a Baha'i. 

The combined project remains quite 
interested in attracting mature Baha'i 
youth with practical skills and abilities 
and a degree of proficiency in Spanish 
for a year of socio-economic develop
ment and teaching service in the reg
ion. More information about the Bo
livia Chaco Project can be obtained by 
writing to Alonzo Wind, Casilla 4577. 
Santa Cruz, Bolivia. 

Above: Bolivians give their undivided 
attention as a Baha'I' teacher outlines 
some of the precepts of the Faith. Be
low: In rural Bolivia, simple dwellings 

are the rule. Here, a young woman, 
in open sandals, cape and traditional 
hat, poses infront of her thatch-roofed 
home. 

Baha'. News/October 1987 13 



The world 

Baba'i publishers at Geneva Book Fair 

Baha'is took part May 13-17 in the 
first Geneva International Fair for 
Books and the Press held at the Palex
po, next to the Geneva airport in Swit
zerland. 

Twelve Baha'i publishers from four 
continents were represented at a Baha'i 
booth: the Baha'i Publishing Trusts of 
Argentina, Belgium, India, Italy, Ger
many, Spain, the United Kingdom and 
United States, as well as George Ron
ald from the U.K., Horizonte Verlag 
from Austria/Germany, Kalimat Press 
from the U.S., and Oneworld Press 
from Cyprus. 

Total attendance was 83,000, at least 
40,000 of whom visited the Baha'i dis
play. More than 3,500 pamphlets were 
given to visitors along with 400 copies 
of the peace statement by the Universal 

Zaire 

Counsellor Wingi Mabuku (right), who 
represented the Universal House of 
Justice aT the election lasT April of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Zaire, 
is shown with Counsellor Hushang Ah-
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House of Justice; 500 copies of a 
special issue of the Swiss Baha'i publi
cation, Pensee Baha'I: which deals 
with the International Year of Peace; 
and 400 copies of another issue of Pen
see Baha'{ which was devoted to the 
famed Swiss scientist and Baha'i, Dr. 
Auguste Fore!. 

More than 200 titles in eight lan
guages and copies of the peace state
ment in 30 languages were displayed at 
the booth, which was decorated with 
flowers and included a large photo
graph of the House of Worship in In
dia; 160 books were sold and orders 
were taken for even more. 

During the opening ceremony, the 
official procession stopped at the Ba
ha'i stand while the president of the 
Fair introduced the Faith to the guests 

dieh, who also attended the National 
Convention of Zaire on the auspicious 
occasion of the re-establishment of 
that country's National Assembly. 

of honor and other dignitaries. 
Several people expressed spontane

ously their appreciation for the Baha'i 
contributions toward world peace. 

Leeward Islands 
The Baha'i community of St. Eusta

tius in the Leeward Islands is engaged 
in creative radio programming and car
ries out an active children's program. 

\10nday through Friday, Baha 'j 
radio programs are broadcast in S1. 
Eustatius for 15 minutes starting at 
-:30 a.m. Tapes of the U.S. Baha'i 
Publishing Trust's "Light of Baha
'u'llah" are used as a series, with new 
beginnings and endings adapting them 
to 51. Eustatius listeners. The "World 
Peace Song" from the "Loving 
Hands" tape is used as the theme song 
for the programs. 

Local people have told the Baha'is 
that listening to the daily program real
ly improves the quality of their day. 

~1eanwhile, the Baha'i children's 
class has begun a series of "Communi
ty Appreciation" projects to honor 
various civic workers, helping the chil
dren to become more aware of the 
work of each and the kinds of jobs the 
children themselves !night consider as 
they are growing up. 

The first project honored the staff at 
a community hospital. The children 
made get-well cards for patients, using 
the healing prayer, "0 God, refresh 
and gladden my spirit ... " 

The children had a nurse describe 
her job and those of other hospital per
sonnel, from cooks to ambulance 
dri\ers. 

As a surprise, the children presented 
a poster they had made for the doctors 
and nurses which read, "Thank you 
for being here." 

• 



Alaska 
The Honor Kempton Award, pre

sented annually by the Baha'i com
munity of Alaska to an Alaskan dis
tinguished for service to humanity, was 
given this year to Norman Nault, di
rector of the Kenaitze Indian Tribe. 

All nine members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly joined 116 other 
guests at the Hilton Hotel in Ancho
rage to honor the recipient at a lunch
eon during which Tod Jones, chairman 
of the National Assembly, presented 
the award. 

In opening the program, Mr. Nault 
asked a member of his native com
munity to say the Lord's Prayer in the 
Dena'ina language, known only to a 
few native speakers. 

Entertainment included the Baha'i 
musical group "Wildflower," dancers 
from the East Indian community, and 
instrumental music. 

A citation from the Alaska legisla
ture honored Mr. Nault on his receiv
ing the Honor Kempton Award, say
ing, "Norman Nault is an example that 
all Alaskans can learn from; a man 
who personifies the best in our peo
ple. " 

Other groups represented at the lun
cheon included the Human Rights 
Commission, the Cook Inlet ~ative 
Association, and the Native Communi
ty. 

Finland 
A committee of the National Spir

itual Assembly of Finland developed a 
study course for the religious education 
of Baha'i children that has been ap
proved for use iIi the public schools of 
Finland wherever three or more Baha'i 
children are enrolled and where the 
course is requested by their parents. 

Teachers of the course are appointed 
by the Baha'i community and paid by 
the Central Board of Schools. 

The Baha'i community is profiting 
from a comprehensive law which came 
into force on August 1, 1985, allowing 
religious teaching to students who be
long to other than those recognized 
religions taugh t hereto fore. 

At present, the Baha'i course is be
ing taught in three schools in Finland. 

Sierra Leone 

Local Baha'{s in Yikandor, in the Puje
hun District of Sierra Leone, work to
gether to make mud bricks for their 
new Baha'{ primary school. Money for 
the project was contributed by Baha'{s 
including the school children. The 

friends also supplied wood, stones, 
bricks and sand to help construct the 
building. Supplementary support was 
provided by the National Spiritual As
sembly. 

........ ' 
' ....... . 
••••••••• 

The Regional Baha'{ Center in Puje
hun, Sierra Leone, which was dedi
cated last January. Present at the cere
mony were the Paramount Chief of the 

The Netherlands 
On June 26, the Dutch Baha'i com

munity officially opened the doors of 
"De Poort," the conference building 
for the Baha'i community of the Neth
erlands. 

Among those present at the dedica
tion ceremony were prominent local 
persons, members of the Continental 
Board of Counsellors, and members of 
the. National Spiritual Assemblies of 

area, a member of Parliament, the in
spector of schools, and members of the 
Auxiliary Board. 

the ;\Ietherlands and neighboring coun
tries. 

The expressed hope of the National 
Assembly is that the conference center 
may develop into a center of Baha'i 
scholarship and a beacon for seekers, 
not only for the area in which it is built 
but for the entire country and indeed 
the greater part of northwestern Eu
rope. 
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Guatemala 

Mrs. Raquel de Crezo (center), the 
First Lady of the Republic of Guate
mala, receives a copy of the Universal 
House of Justice's peace statement 

New Zealand 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

New Zealand has established a Whare 
Wananga (School of Learning) for Ma
ori Baha'is for the comprehensive 
study of the teachings and history of 
the Faith, and for the study of Maori 
culture and its relationship to the Ba
M'i teachings. 

The Whare Wananga, which started 
in June, is an intensive course of study 
held on a marae (a kind of retreat) at 
least twice a year in various parts of the 
country. Fifteen students are to make 
up each group, with specially invited 
tutors including some non-Baha'is. 

Although the Whare Wananga is in
itially for the Maori believers, it will 
eventually be expanded to include 
others. 

The National Assembly is consider
ing the establishment of a similar 
forum of learning for Pacific Island 
Baha'is living in New Zealand. 
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from Bahci'{s Parisa Nabila and Robert 
Porter, representing the National Spir
itual Assembly of Guatemala. 

Dominica 

Mary Eugenia Charles, Prime Minister 
of [he Commonwealth of Dominica, 
receives a copy of the Universal House 

Hawaii 
One hundred-thirty people including 

85 non-Baha'is attended a conference 
on "The Role of Women in Peace" 
held last November 9 in South Kohala, 
Hawaii. The conference was sponsored 
by the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Hawaii's International Year of Peace 
Committee. 

Gladys Brandt, head regent of the 
University of Hawaii and a well-known 
Hawaiian personality, presented the 
keynote address, highlighting Baha'i 
themes, before an attentive and ap
preciative audience. 

Counsellor Gayle Morrison said the 
conference was a major breakthrough 
in efforts to involve the Baha'i com
munity of Hawaii with the non-Baha'i 
public, especially the native Hawaiian 
people. 

On the same day, the local Spiritual 
Assembly of Honolulu achieved an
other breakthrough as "The Promise 
of \V orld Peace" was printed in the 
Sunday edition of the Advertiser Star 
Bulletin, which has a circulation of 
about 300,000. 

of Justice's peace statement, 
Promise of World Peace.' 

, 

, 



Australia 

"Transitions '87" was the theme of 
the fifth annual Family Farm Weekend 
sponsored last February 7-8 by the 
Kentish Baha'i community of Tas
mania. 

The annual two-day event is directed 
toward helping rural families, Baha'i 
and non-Baba.'i, make the transition 
from city to country lifestyles. 

The focus this year was on "estab
lishing a community," with a day-long 
series of workshops followed the next 
day by a Children's Farm Fun Day. 

Attendance, which in past years has 
numbered more than 1,000, was down 
this year to 350. This was attributed in 
part to the absence of large outdoor 
displays -and demonstrations which 
have been very popular in years past. 

Workshop topics included "Conflict 
Resolution," "The Spiritual Basis of 
the Community," "The Legal and 
Economic Structure," and "A Vio
lence-Free Society: A Gift to Our 
Children." A multi-cultural evening of 
entertainment and recreation com
pleted the day. 

Prayers for unity and a special pro
gram of readings from the Sacred 
Scriptures of many religions began 
Sunday's Children's Farm Fun Day. 
The devotional opened with a prayer 
for mankind and closed with the sing
ing of "Blessed Is the Spot" by 50 peo
ple of all ages and many nationalities. 

The secretary of the "Transitions" 
committee noted that while attendance 
this year was the lowest ever, the inten
sity of the teaching was the best ever 
with many long conversations about 
the Faith: "We were there to teach the 
Faith," she said, "and many people 
went away with food for thought and 
books in hand." 

• 
Since a Personal Teaching Cam

paign was launched throughout Aus
tralia last March, 1,243 firesides have 
been held and 30 new enrollments are 
reported. 

• 
Three Baha'i commUnIties In 

Queensland, Australia, celebrated the 
anniversary of the Declaration of the 
Bab in May by giving an international 
dinner party for 150 people. 

Baha'i professional entertainers 
George and Louetta Karko performed, 
a talk was given, and various national 

dances helped create a cultural atmo
sphere that caused guests to say they'd 
never before experienced such a won
derful spirit. 

One woman was inspired to become 
a Baha'i. 

• 
The first large BaM'i-sponsored 

Spain 

These Romani (Gypsy) Bahd'i's of Tor
revieja, Spain, are pictured during 

Malagasy Republic 
Intensive teaching was carried out 

last March in four areas of the Mala
gasy Republic. In each sector, meetings 
were sought with the highest public of
ficials and, when obtained, the cour
tesy visits provided an occasion for the 
presentation of the peace statement. 

Proclamation events included public 
lectures, exhibits, and library displays. 
Visitors to the exhibits numbered in the 
thousands, and several people were 
moved to embrace the Faith after visit
ing the exhibits or hearing public talks. 
In Miarinarivo, where 100 people 
heard a BaM'i talk at a school, 20 
youth were enrolled. 

A deepening and consolidation pro
gram was launched March 23 by the 
National Spiritual Assembly with a call 
for volunteers to visit the new believers 
in each locality. 

Visits to local authorities and prom
inent people, with weekend exhibits at 

ft,. 

event ever held in the Burdekin region 
of Queensland, Australia, a fund
raiser for a bicentennial hall for the 
town, was attended by about 600 peo
ple, among whom were a member of 
Parliament and other prominent per
sons. The Baha'is were praised for the 
spirit of unity generated by the event. 

i. 

their Naw-Ruz celebration last lvfarch. 

three key places-the Regional Univer
sity Center, the Alliance Francaise, and 
the Town Hall-were the key ingredi
ents in a campaign held last January in 
Toliara and Fianarantsoa. Firesides, a 
talk for 150 college students, and infor
mal meetings were also held. 

There were six declarations during 
the first two weeks of the campaign . 

New translation 
The first translation of the prayer by 

the Bab, the Remover of Difficulties, 
into one of the languages of the Torres 
Strait Islands was made April 9. 

The language is Kala Lagaw Ya, us
ed on one of the western islands; the 
translator is Ephraim Bani, a Torres 
Strait Islander by birth, well-educated 
with degrees in linguistics and anthro
pology and a recognized authority and 
translator of that language. 
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Retrospective 

The passing of the beloved Guardian 

All those who were privileged to 
know the beloved Guardian Shoghi Ef
fendi from the time of his childhood 
until his passing remember him as be
ing incarnate with life; a dynamic, 
almost electric force seemed to radiate 
from him. He was always busy, rest
less, driving on to whatever goal he had 
set before his eyes. He was intense in 
all aspects of his nature: his phenom
enal powers of concentration, his deep 
feelings of passionate attachment to 
'Abdu'l-Baha, his burning conscien
tiousness in carrying out his duties to 
the Faith of Baha'u'lhlh as its ap
pointed Guardian-these were all 
facets of the same wonderful nature 
which God endowed with those special 
qualities He wished to be uppermost in 
the one who was firmly to lay the ad
ministrative foundations of His Faith 
allover the world, and to plant the first 
ensigns of its victory in the four cor
ners of the earth. 

That the Cause of God has reached 
the point where it stands today is due 
to the self-sacrificing, constant, un
sparing, truly herculean labors of its 
Guardian. That his heart should have 
stopped, with no warning, at the early 
age of sixty-one, is not so much due to 
this ceaseless, tireless work, but to the 
sorrows and afflictions which he en
dured, for the most part in reserved 
silence, from the stirrers-up of dissen
sion and the Covenant-breakers, old 
and new. The early pilgrims, after the 

This article, "The Passing of Shoghi 
Effendi, " was written by his Wife, the 
Hand of the Cause of God Amatu '1-
Bahd RIi;,fyyih Khdnum, in collabora
tion with the Hand of the Cause of 
God John Ferraby, and is reprinted 
from Vol. XIII of The Baha'i World 
(1954-63), pp. 207-225 (copyright @ 

1970 the Universal House of Justice, 
Haifa, Israel). 

A great many cables were re
ceived and answered by the be
loved Guardian during this last 
week of his life. He said to Ru
hiyyih Khanum toward the end 
of the week: 'Do you realize that 
we have done nothing but work 
this week?' 

passing of 'Abdu'l-Baha, remember 
standing at Shoghi Effendi's bedside, 
where he had called them to say good
bye, and looking at his face, so full of 
sorrow and despair, his eyes deep
sunken and heavily shadowed, and 
hearing him say he was going away, 
that it was too much for him, he could 
not bear it. He left the Holy Land, 
fought his inner battIe, returned, took 
the helm of this Blessed Barque and 
steered it for over one-third of a cen
tury through every storm and shoal. 
But the valiant heart and frail body 
were receiving blows which left their 
mark, and in the end took their toll. 

The friends of God are well aware of 
the achievements of their beloved 
Guardian; what they do not realize 
fully is that by doing so many things 
personally over a period of so many 
years, he, and he alone, made it possi
ble for the big victories to take place. 
The fact that he did every single thing 
himself saved the Cause tremendous 
sums of money; with what he thus sav
ed he was able to go on and commence 
a new enterprise. For thirty-six years he 
held in his hands, with power of decis
ion vested solely in him, the funds of 
the Faith at its World Centre; no ex
penditures were authorized, no bills 
were paid that had not been submitted 
to him. From the beginning of his min
istry until about 1940, he saw in person 
the engineers, the architects, tfie law-

yers, who were carrying out his instruc
tions, as well as many high government 
officials; it was he who negotiated with 
them, supervised their work, kept 
down expenses with an ingenuity and 
insight truly inspired by God; it was he 
who instructed where every step should 
be built, the height of every wall, the 
spans between every planted tree, the 
diameter of every flower bed-even the 
colors of the flowers. It was Shoghi Ef
fendi who, entirely aside from the glo
rious spiritual leadership manifested in 
his letters, his books, and his words to 
the pilgrims, so harbored the financial 
resources of the Faith that in his life
time the Temple in Chicago, the Shrine 
of the Bab on Mount Carmel, and the 
International Archives Building could 
be completed, as well as the extensive 
endowments of the Faith acquired in 
Haifa and 'Akka; he made the plans 
and paved the way for the Temples 
now being built; he was responsible for 
the purchase of the Temple sites, the 
National Haziratu'I-Quds and endow
ments, as well as many other things 
during these last five years; all these ac
complishments were made possible by 
his vigilance and wisdom. 

As the Faith grew and the years went 
by, the beloved Guardian received 
more able support from believers of 
capacity, serving him in the Holy Land 
and abroad, but his personal supervis
ion of expenses, his personal decision 
as to what was befitting for the Baha'i 
Holy Places at the World Centre, was 
never laid aside. He delegated to others 
interviews and negotiations locally, but 
the management, the ordering of ob
jects and furniture for the Gardens and 
Holy Places, the arrangement of these, 
the designs and plans for extending 
them, he kept solely in his own hands, 
practicing the same economy and 
showing the same genius as had charac
terized all his other services to the Faith 
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entrusted to him by the Master in His 
Will. 

On October 20, 1957, the beloved 
Guardian arrived in London, accom
panied by Ruhiyyih Khanum, for the 
purpose of ordering some furniture 
and objects for the interior of the In
ternational Archives Building and the 
Gardens above it. He chose London 
because it is an international center 
where objects from every country can 
be found at much cheaper prices than 
probably in any other one city of the 
world. He planned to remain a few 
days and then proceed to Haifa. As 
was the invariable custom of the be
loved Guardian during his absence 
from Haifa, no contact was made with 
any Baha'i. Ruhiyyih Khanum attend
ed to his mail and carried out his orders 
as she always did. 

On Sunday afternoon, October 27, 
Shoghi Effendi told Ruhiyyih Khanum 
that he had a pain across his knuckles 
in both hands; she asked him if he had 
any other pains, and he said no, that 
just his fingers pained him and were 
stiff. He added: "I feel so tired, so 
tired." She begged him to rest, saying 
that if he did not wish to go to bed, at 
least he should rest quietly because the 
probability was that he was getting the 
influenza which was sweeping through 
Europe and indeed all over the world. 
(She herself had been in bed with fever 
since Thursday night.) That night he 
had a fever and by the following day 
his temperature had risen to thirty-nine 
degrees (102.2° F). Ruhiyyih Khanum 
succeeded in finding an excellent doc
tor who had taken over the practice of 
a well-known Harley Street physician 
who had retired. This doctor was con
tacted and immediately prescribed 
medicine for the beloved Guardian, 
and came to see him early in the eve
ning when he was able to get away 
from his hospital. He examined his pa
tient very carefully; heart, chest, 
temperature, pulse, etc., and said that 
he considered that both the Guardian 
and Ruhiyyih Khanum had cases of 
Asiatic influenza, the beloved Guar
dian's case being the more severe. 

The constant stress of work, sorrows 
and anxieties to which Shoghi Effendi 
had been subjected had brought about 
a condition of high blood-pressure, 
which he had had for a number of 
years; he mentioned this himself some
times to members of the International 
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Baha'i Council, but he was so strong 
and healthy, had such tremendous 
powers of endurance and vitality, that 
it was difficult to persuade him to de
vote time to caring for himself. How
ever, for the past ten years he had been 
under the supervision of an excellent 
doctor, who saw him at least twice a 
year, and he had consented to take 
some special cures which were good for 
his general health and calculated to 
reduce his blood-pressure. His doctor 
often urged him not to overdo things 
when he returned to Haifa, to get more 
exercise and more rest. But the doctor 
could not visualize the Guardian's life 
in Haifa, or the nature of his respon
sibility; could not know that he had to 
read letters, reports, journals, and so 
on for between three to eight hours a 
day, just to keep abreast of his work; 
that he spent about four hours most af
ternoons and evenings, after being up 
and busy from early morning, giving 
out what strength he had left to the pil
grims, eastern and western; that he 
stood sometimes for hours, in all 
weathers, directing the work he had 
planned on Mount Carmel or at Bahji; 
that when he was deeply distressed by 
some situation he would not feel able 
to eat and would lo'se much weight in a 
few days. About six weeks before the 
Guardian passed away, he was exam
ined by this doctor who found him in 
very good health and his blood-pres
sure lower than in years. The doctor 
who took care of him in London like
wise examined his blood-pressure and 
found it satisfactory and not high. 

During the week of the beloved 
Guardian's illness-and indeed a num
ber of times during the weeks before 
his illness-he complained that he had 
no appetite. He said: "I don't know 
what has happened to me. I have com
pletely lost my appetite. I don't eat for 
twenty-four hours, but I still have ab
solutely no appetite whatever. It is now 
weeks that I have been like this. The 
same thing is happening to me that 
happened to Baha'u'llah when He lost 
His appetite after the death of 
Navvab." 

On Tuesday, Ruhiyyih Khanum had 
recovered sufficiently for the doctor to 
allow her to go out on an important er
rand. As she had bronchitis following 
the 'flu, he would check on her condi
tion when he had finished his visit to 
the beloved Guardian, and in this way 

she was able to find out from him ex
actly how he felt Shoghi Effendi was 
progressing. This same day a heavy 
mail had been received, and as Shoghi 
Effendi's temperature was still high she 
persuaded him not to look at it; but the 
next morning he called for his mail and 
insisted on going over it personally, as 
he always did. A great many cables 
were received and answered by the be
loved Guardian during this last week of 
his life. He said to Ruhiyyih Khanum 
toward the end of the week: "Do you 
realize that we have done nothing but 
work this week?" 

He was anxious to leave London and 
carry out his original plan of returning 
to Haifa; however, the doctor was very 
severe on this point and told him 
frankly that he was quite free to call in 
another doctor if he wished to, but that 
as long as he was taking care of him he 
could not give his consent to his depar
ture until a week after his temperature 
had fallen. The Guardian accepted 
this. 

The doctor was very careful of the 
beloved Guardian. When he came 
every day, instead of being in a hurry 
like some doctors, he would sit with the 
Guardian, examine him thoroughly, 
and stay usually a half-hour, and one 
evening he remained an hour to chat 
with his patient. He invariably found 
him sitting in bed reading, surrounded 
by papers, his brief case beside him, 
and one evening he asked Ruhiyyih 
Khanum, privately, what was the 
Guardian's work? She replied that he 
was a religious leader and had many re
sponsibilities. The doctor obviously 
liked his patient, and after he had been 
coming for three or four days, he told 
Ruhiyyih Khanum, after leaving the 
beloved Guardian's room, that "he 
was smiling tonight"; that beautiful 
smile had affected him too. The doctor 
told the Guardian on Friday that he 
could get up and sit in his arm-chair as 
a change from bed, and in order to get 
his strength back; but Shoghi Effendi 
did not want to do this, and he con
tinued his work sitting in bed and rest
ing every now and then. However, all 
during his illness, the Guardian had 
gotten up to wash, to get papers from 
his desk and so on. There was no time 
when he was too weak or ill to get out 
of bed, not even the days when he had 
high fever. 

On Saturday morning, the beloved 
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Guardian told Rtihiyyih Khanum that 
he wanted a large table placed in his 
room, big enough so that he could lay 
on it the map of the world on which he 
had been working. He had prepared 
one of those beautiful maps he used to 
make showing the progress of the 
work, and this one he called The Half
Way Point of the Ten- Year Crusade, in 
other words, the progress made, and 
the victories won, during five years. He 
had already worked a great deal on this 
map; indeed it seems a strange coinci
dence that the first time and the last 
time he worked on it should both have 
been occasions on which he was ill, 
symbolic of the great sacrifice of his 
life and strength that went into the con
ception and prosecution of the World 
Crusade. About two months before he 
passed away, the beloved Guardian 
had had a cold. with a temperature the 
first night; the next day he had no 
fever, but it was understood he would 
remain in bed and rest. It was that day 
that he worked on his map for the first 
time, for about ten hours, and it was 
on Saturday, November 2, that he 
worked on it for the last time. He told 
Rtihiyyih Khanum that he wanted her 
to check over carefully with him the 
figures and said that except for adding 
a few extra details and making sure 
that what was on the map agreed with 
his various lists, the work was finished. 
She remonstrated with him and begged 
him not to work, saying that in a few 
days he would be stronger and could 
then complete it, but he said: "No, I 
must finish it; it is worrying me. There 
is nothing left to do but check it. I have 
one or two names to add that I have 
found in this mail, and I will finish it 
today." In the early afternoon he 
stood in front of the table and worked 
for about three hours. The table was 
strewn with pencils and files of papers 
which constituted the Guardian's lists 
of languages, tribes, countries, Tem
ples, Haziratu'l-Quds, work com
pleted, work being carried out, and a 
tremendous amount of data. At one 
time, while Rtihiyyih Khanum wa" 
checking over with him the various lists 
and totals, he said to her, as he had 
said many. many times during the last 
year: "This work is killing me! How 
can I go on with this? I shall have to 
stop it. It is too much. Look at the 
number of places I have to write down. 
Look how exact I have to be!" 

The Chapel in the cemetery where the 
funeral service for Shoghi Effendi was 

The beloved Guardian looked tired 
after working on his map that day. He 
went back to bed and continued read
ing the many reports he had received. 
He had only had a mouthful to eat at 
lunch-time, and he refused to eat any 
dinner at all. That evening he spoke 
with great depression. He had made 
many plans for his winter's work in 
Haifa, and many times he discussed 
these with Rtihiyyih Khanum, outlin
ing to her some of the work he was go
ing to do on Mount Carmel in the Gar
dens above the Archives, how he was 
going to furnish the International Ar
chives Building itself with the things 
that had been ordered, and that upon 
his arrival his first act would be to go 
over to Bahji and himself give instruc
tions for the demolition of the build
ings inhabited for so many years by the 
Arch-breakers of Baha'u'llah's Cove
nant who had caused the beloved Mas
ter so much sorrow. He talked about 
the disposition he intended to make of 
the stones and rubble of these houses 
and of his ideas for extending the Gar
den at Bahji. Many times during the 
past months he had spoken with en
thusiasm of these plans he was going to 
carry out, but this evening he said to 
her: "Who is going to go back and do 
all these things? I have no strength left. 
I am like a broken reed. I can't do any
thing more. I have no spirit left to do 
anything more. Now we will be going 

held on November 9, 1957. 

back-who is going to go up that 
mountain and make all those plans and 
stand for hours and supervise the 
work? I can't do it. And I am not going 
to do anything about the houses in 
Bahji. Let them stay like that until I see 
how I feel. And I am not going to fur
nish the inside of the Archives this 
winter. It can wait another year, until 
everything that is needed to furnish it is 
collected. I shall just see the pilgrims 
and stay in my room and rest and do 
the few things that I have to do. I am 
not even going to take the telegrams 
back from Jessie and make copies of 
them and keep all the receipts the way I 
have done all these years. She did this 
in the summer, and she can go on do
ing it in the winter. I am too tired." He 
was very, very sad and depressed, and 
spoke words such as these for a long 
time. It was not the first time that 
Rtihiyyih Khanum had heard him 
speak in this vein, but it was with far 
greater intensity and in more specific 
detail than she had ever heard before, 
and it distressed her very deeply. 

That evening when the doctor came 
he was satisfied with the Guardian's 
condition and said he could certainly 
leave on Tuesday morning. He told 
him he could go out if he wanted to 
and get some fresh air. He also told the 
Guardian that he had heard over the 
radio that well over two hundred peo
ple had died of influenza during the 
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week, and they discussed this a little 
together. When the doctor left that 
night, after staying quite a while, the 
Guardian said: "I like him very much. 
He is a fine man, and a good doctor. " 

The next day the Guardian appended 
a few lines to all the English letters that 
had been written for him, and went 
over other matters regarding his work, 
dictating to Ruhiyyih Khanum some 
instructions to be mailed, and telling 
her to write two other letters herself 
that afternoon. He did not wish to get 
up, preferring to remain in his room, 
mostly reading his papers in bed, or at
tending to things on his desk. He later 
read over the letters that she had writ
ten and appended something to one of 
them. In one of the reports, he read 
something that caused him intense in
dignation, and he spoke to her about 
it. He had also been upset during these 
past few days by some news given him 
concerning the activities of some of the 
Covenant-breakers, and referred to it 
more than once. Such things always 
distressed him. 

As Sunday was the doctor's day of 
rest, the Guardian had said the day be
fore that he did not think it was neces
sary for him to come; however, the 
doctor telephoned that evening to in
quire how Shoghi Effendi was and ex
pressed his willingness to come if he 
was needed. Ruhiyyih Khanum, who 
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was speaking on the telephone beside 
the Guardian's bed, conveyed this mes
sage to him, but he said he felt better, 
and that there was no need for the doc
tor to come. It was then agreed that he 
would make his last call the following 
afternoon. Ruhiyyih Khanum sat in the 
room with the Guardian and they talk
ed for a while about everyday things. 
At half-past nine she asked him if he 
would like to go to sleep, as she was 
sure he was tired. He asked her: "What 
time is it?" and she said, "Nine
thirty." He said: "It is too early to 
sleep now; if I go to sleep now I shall 
wake up early and then I won't be able 
to go to sleep again. Stay a little while 
longer and talk." About ten o'clock 
she again asked him if he did not wish 
to go to sleep, and he said yes. She did 
the last few things to make him com
fortable before retiring, and after say
ing goodnight, left the room, asking 
him before she went to be sure and call 
her in the night if he needed anything. 

Both Saturday and Sunday nights 
Ruhiyyih Khanum did not sleep well, 
lying awake in the middle of the night 
for long hours. It would not be correct 
to say that she had the slightest premo
nition of what was to come, but she did 
not sleep well, and her heart was heavy 
and sad. 

On the morning of Monday, Novem
ber 4, she went to the door of the Guar-

dian's room, knocked gently, and, 
when she received no answer, entered 
the room. The curtains were drawn 
over the windows and the room was in 
twilight. She saw the beloved Guardian 
l)ing on his left side facing her, with 
his left hand folded over toward his 
right shoulder and his right arm over 
his left one, in a most relaxed and com
fortable position. His eyes were three
quarters open and she thought he was 
drowsy-in that state when people 
wake up and lie comfortably beginning 
to think of their day's work. She asked 
him how he had slept, and if he felt 
better. When he neither moved nor re
plied, and he seemed unnaturally still, 
a wave of agonizing terror swept over 
her; she leaned over him and seized his 
hand. He was ice-cold and absolutely 
rigid; as the window was not open and 
the room was very warm, he must have 
ascended several hours earlier. In spite 
of her own condition, within two min
utes she had reached his doctor by 
phone at the hospital, and had told him 
that she was afraid that his patient had 
passed away, and begged him to come 
instantly, in case there was something 
that could still be done. The doctor ar
rived shortly. In order to calm Ruhiy
yjh Khanum he gave heart injections to 
the beloved Guardian and massaged 
his heart, but of course it was abso
lutely useless. A few minutes later a 
second physician arrived and con
firmed that there was nothing to be 
done. The diagnosis was "Death caus
ed by coronary thrombosis_" Nothing 
in the world could have saved the be
loved Guardian's life. If the best phy
sicians hd been standing beside him, 
they could not have prevented his pass
ing away from the clot of blood that 
suddenly entered into one of the heart
vessels. 

The beloved friends, heart-broken, 
desolate and orphaned as they are, 
must be grateful that this Shoghi Ef
fendi of ours, this sacred and so dearly
loved Trust left us by 'Abdu'l-Baba, 
passed away with no illness or pain; in
deed it was clear from his position and 
the expression in his eyes that he had 
not even had a spasm. His eyes bore no 
look of surprise, although they were 
open. They say such deaths are re
served for the just. 

It devolved upon Ruhiyyih Kbanum, 
half-mad herself with grief, to think of 
a way of conveying this terrible and 
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agonizing news to the Baha'is. She 
thought of the two British Hands of 
the Cause, so recently elevated to this 
high rank in the last Message from the 
beloved Guardian. She first turned to 
Hasan Balyuzi, an Afnan cousin of his. 
Within about an hour he was able to 
join her, and he telephoned John Fer
raby, enjoining him to silence and tell
ing him to come quickly. A telephone 
call was then put through to the Hand 
of the Cause Ugo Giachery in Rome, 
and he said he would take the next 
plane for London. He arrived that 
same night about eight o'clock. An
other call was put in for the Hand of 
the Cause Leroy loas in Haifa, and he 
was reached late in the afternoon. Al
ready, earlier in the afternoon, Rti
hiyyih Khanum had cabled the follow
ing message to Haifa: "Beloved Guar
dian desperately ill Asiatic flu tell 
Leroy inform all National Assemblies 
inform believers supplicate prayers 
divine protection Faith." She could 
not bear to deal the naked blow to the 
hearts of other Baha'is which she her
self had received and had been forced 
to inflict on three of the Hands, so she 
sent the above message, in the hope of 
preparing the Guardian's lovers, the 
ill, the old, and the feeble, to receive 
the full news. In spite of this effort to 
protect the friends from the full shock 
of this cataclysm that had overtaken 
them, her first cable did not reach 
Haifa before her telephone message, 
and the news reached many Baha'is in 
different parts of the world over the 
radio. A second cable was sent later in 
the day to Haifa with the request that it 
be cabled to all National Assemblies, 
as she felt that the announcement of 
his passing should go out officially 
from the World Centre of the Faith. 
The text was as follows: 

SHOGHI EFFENDI BELOVED OF 
ALL HEARTS SACRED TRUST GIVE:-'; 
BELIEVERS BY MASTER PASSED 
A WAY SUDDEN HEART ATTACK IN 
SLEEP FOLLOWING ASIATIC FLLJ 
STOP URGE BELIEVERS RE~AIN 
STEADFAST CLING INSTITUTION 
HANDS LOVINGLY REARED RE
CENTL Y REINFORCED EMPHASIZED 
BY BELOVED GUARDIAN STOP ONL Y 
ONENESS HEART ONENESS PUR
POSE CAN BEFITTINGLY TESTIFY 
LOYAL TY ALL NATIONAL ASSD-I
BLIES BELIEVERS DEPARTED GUAR
DIAN WHO SACRIFICED SELF UT
TERL Y FOR SERVICE FAITH. 

. RUHIYYIH 

One of the believers reads from the Sacred Writings. 

The customs in the West are differ
ent from the customs in the East, and 
the ascension of the Guardian in such a 
vast city as London posed many prob
lems. Very careful instructions were 
given to the undertaker by Rtihiyyih 
Khanum, explaining that in our relig
ion we have no embalmment, that no 
injections of any kind to preserve the 
body must be given, and that nobody 
must be allowed to wash it, as provis
ion would be made for this according 
to our Faith. He fully understood this, 
as London is a great world metropolis, 
where people of many religious cus
toms live and die. The friends must 
bear in mind that in all the arrange
ments made after the passing of the be
loved Guardian, the Laws of the Aq
das, which he himself had so repeated
ly stressed and constantly upheld, had 
to be obeyed. The size of London, and 
the fact that the only suitable burial 
grounds lie in its outskirts, had to be 
constantly remembered, so that no 
mistake would be made in transporting 
his precious remains more than an 
hour's journey. It was the longing of 
the four Hands, who from the very day 
of his ascension became responsible for 
all the pressing matters that had to be 
attended to in such a short space of 
time, to have him transported to the 
National Haziratu'l-Quds where the 
friends could gather and pray, until the 
funeral took place. Investigation, how
ever, showed that the journey from the 
part of London where the beloved 
Guardian had passed away to the Na-

tional Haziratu'l-Quds, and from there 
back again in the same general direc
tion to the burial place, would take 
more than an hour, and the plan had to 
be abandoned. 

On Tuesday morning a telephone 
call was put through to the Hand of the 
Cause Adelbert Mtihlschlegel, as Ru
hiyyih Khanum had decided that he, a 
physician, one of the Guardian's own 
appointed Hands, and a man known 
for his spirituality, would not only be 
able to endure the sorrow of perform
ing the last service for the beloved 
Guardian of washing his blessed body, 
but would do it in the spirit of con
secration and prayer called for on such 
a sacred occasion. He accepted imme
diately, with deepest gratitude for this 
inestimable privilege, and arrived, ac
companied by the other German Hand 
of the Cause, Hermann Grossmann, 
on Tuesday night at the Haziratu'l
Quds in London. It was decided that 
because of the Laws of our Faith which 
are against embalming, the funeral 
should be held as soon as possible, 
preferably on Friday. Investigation 
and consultation, however, showed 
that this would not allow enough time 
to settle the formalities involved in pur
chasing a site for the grave and con
structing a suitable vault. The time was 
therefore set for noon on Saturday, 
November 9, and the following cable 
was sent from London to all National 
Assemblies: 

BELOVED ALL HEARTS PRECIOUS 
GUARDIAN CAUSE GOD PASSED 
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PEACEFULL YAW A Y YESTERDAY 
AFTER ASIA TIC FLU STOP APPEAL 
HANDS NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES 
AUXILIARY BOARDS SHELTER BE
LIEVERS ASSIST MEET HEARTREND
ING SUPREME TEST STOP FUNERAL 
OUR BELOVED GUARDIAN SATUR
DA Y LONDON HANDS ASSEMBLY 
BOARD MEMBERS INVITED ATTEND 
ANY PRESS RELEASE SHOULD 
STATE MEETING HANDS SHORTLY 
HAIFA WILL MAKE ANNOUNCE
MENT TO BAHA'f WORLD REGARD
ING FUTURE PLANS STOP URGE 
HOLD MEMORIAL MEETINGS SAT
URDAY. 

RUHfYYIH 
The first thought of those concerned 

with making arrangements for a befit
ting burial of the beloved Guardian's 
remains had been to secure a piece of 
land especially for this purpose; how
ever, this proved an impossibility. An 
appointment with the Home Office 
had been fixed to discuss this with 
John Ferraby, but it was soon found to 
be impracticable because of laws re
stricting the use of land near London 
for burials. On Tuesday afternoon, 
Ruhiyyih KMnum, Hasan Balyuzi, 
and Ugo Giachery were taken out to in
spect possible sites for the grave in 
cemeteries within an hour's journey 
from London. It was raining, and the 
first cemetery visited had only one plot 
remotely suitable for the purpose avail
able, which was opposite the massive, 
depressing vault of a family of the Brit
ish nobility, and prohibitively expen
sive, in addition to being very near the 
entrance gate. Although in the eyes of 
the world this cemetery must have im
portance, to the Hands present it was 
unbefitting and out of the question in 
every way, and their hearts sank with 
fear lest they should not find a proper 
place for their so-dearly-loved Guar
dian. God had other plans, however, 
for on motoring in the twilight to in
spect the second cemetery, they entered 
a beautiful, peaceful spot on a hill, sur
rounded by rolling country, where 
birds sang in the trees and which had 
an entirely different atmosphere from 
the pomp and worldliness of the first. 
The Superintendent escorted them to 
the best piece of land he had, on the 
highest part, and in the center of the 
cemetery. It adjoined one of the roads 
and was bounded by three great trees 
which cast their shade over it. The 
peaceful woods of the countryside, 
where birds will make their nests in 
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spring, lay close to it on one side. It 
was over thirty meters square, and Ru
hiyyih Khanum made arrangements to 
purchase it immediately, instructions 
being given to build a strong, deep 
vault. The Hands then proceeded to 
the undertaker's, to choose a suitable 
casket for the precious remains of the 
beloved Guardian. After much delib
eration it was decided that for the pres
ent, as well as the future, the wisest 
course would be to have a lead coffin 

'He was our Guardian, king of 
the world. We know he was no
ble because he was our Guar
dian. We know that God gave 
him peace in the end. But as I 
looked at him all I could think 
of was-how beautiful he is, 
how beautiful!' 

which could be hermetically sealed, 
and that this should be placed in a 
beautiful bronze casket, the most dig
nified, costly and enduring that could 
be found. By doing this the Hands 
were assured that in the future, when 
the means of transport become so 
rapid that the journey from London to 
Haifa can be accomplished in an hour, 
it would be possible to convey the sa
cred remains of the Guardian to the 
Holy Land. 

On Tuesday night the Hand of the 
Cause Amelia Collins, who had only 
arrived in Haifa on Sunday, having 
made a special effort to get home in 
time to greet the Guardian when he 
returned, joined Ruhiyyih Khanum in 
London and was able to give her at this 
grievous time her much-needed, warm, 
motherly love and support. Already all 
European Hands of the Cause were in 
London. On Wednesday the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
the British Isles communicated to all 
the believers the heart-breaking news, 
and invited them, as members of the 
community in which this great calamity 
had occurred, to be present at the fu
neral of the beloved Guardian, which 
was to take place on their soil. That 
afternoon, Ruhiyyih Khanum, accom
panied by Amelia Collins, drove out to 
the cemetery and made arrangements 
with a florist in the neighborhood for 
the decoration of the Chapel, and for 

the sheath of flowers which was to 
cover the coffin. On Thursday at two 
o'clock Ruhiyyih KMnum and Adel
bert Miihlschlegel drove to the place 
where the body of the blessed Guar
dian was to be washed. She had already 
purchased nine yards of the heaviest 
and finest white silk available and nine 
yards of a slightly lighter weight for the 
first shroud, as well as towels and 
cloths and soap to wash the body. 
These she delivered to Dr. Miihl
schlegel, keeping the second shroud 
with her. She waited in an ante-room 
while he washed the precious remains 
and wrapped them in the first shroud, 
anointing the body with attar-of-rose 
which the Guardian himself had given 
to Ugo Giachery, who had brought it 
from Italy with him. It was over an 
hour-and-a-half before Adelbert Miihl
schlegel came to call Ruhiyyih KM
num, and to inform her that he had 
completed his sacred task. Let him say 
in hi~ own words-as he afterward 
wrote them to her-what he felt during 
that time: 

"Something new happened to me in 
that hour that I cannot, even after a 
few days, speak of, but I can mention 
the wisdom and love that I felt pour 
over me. In that room-which to 
worldly eyes would have appeared so 
different-there was a tremendous 
spiritual force such as I have only felt 
in my life in the Holy Shrines. My first 
impression was the contrast between 
the body left behind and the majestic, 
transfigured face, a soul-stirring pic
ture of the joyous victory of the eternal 
over the transient. My second impres
sion, as I prayed and thought and care
fully did what I had to do, was that in 
this degree of consecration to the work 
of God I should work all my life, and 
mankind should work a thousand 
years, in order to construct 'the King
dom' on earth; and my third thought 
was, as I washed each member of his 
body and anointed it, that I thanked 
those beloved hands which had worked 
and written to establish the Covenant, 
those feet that had walked for us, that 
mouth that had spoken to us, that head 
that had thought for us, and I prayed 
and meditated and supplicated that in 
the short time left to me, the members 
of my body might hasten to follow in 
his path of service; and my last thought 
was of my own distress because I felt 
how unworthy my hands were to 



anoint that blessed brow with attar-of
rose as the Masters of old were wont to 
do their pupils; and yet what privileges, 
what duties fall to us, the living, to 
watch over what is past and mortal, be 
it ever so exalted. A great deal of 
mercy. love. and wisdom were hidden 
in this hour." 

Ruhiyyih KMnum asked to be alone 
with the beloved Guardian to say her 
own last farewell. BaM'u'llcih says: 
HAt this point the pen broke and the 
ink gave forth nothing but blackness. " 
So a veil must be drawn over her feel
ings alone with her Lord for the last 
time. But she did tell the friends after
ward: 

"He was our Guardian, king of the 
world. We know he was noble because 
he was our Guardian. We know that 
God gave him peace in the end. But as I 
looked at him all I could think of 
was-how beautiful he is, how beau
tiful! A celestial beauty seemed to be 
poured over him and to rest upon him 
and stream from him like a mighty 
benediction from on high. And the 
wonderful hands, so like the hands of 
BaM'u'lhih. lay softly by his side; it 
seemed impossible the life had gone 
from them-or from that radiant 
face." 

After a little while she called Adel
bert Miihlschlegel back into the room; 
the coffin, padded with soft white silk, 
was brought; she arranged the second 
shroud in it and the beloved Guardian 
was laid inside. The flowers from the 
threshold of the Bab's Shrine. which 
Amelia Collins had brought from 
Haifa, she spread over that treasured 
form, covering it from feet to chin. a 
sacred carpet of love, and the last 
shroud she folded gently about him, 
closing away for all time from men's 
eyes the face on which the Baha'is had 
gazed with so much love. 

The coffin was then closed, a pall of 
purple and gold was spread over it, and 
a bouquet of flowers Ruruyyih Kha
num had brought with her was placed 
on the top. 

All the next day, in a room full of 
flowers, the various Hands of the 
Cause from Persia. Europe. Africa, 
and America kept vigil and prayed near 
the mortal remains of their Beloved. 

On Friday evening. Ruruyyih Kha
num and Amelia Collins drove out to 
the cemetery to inspect the Chapel and 
the grave. The florist was following his 

instructions very carefully and making 
every effort to create an atmosphere of 
beauty worthy of this sacred occasion. 
Indeed, all the non-Baha'is concerned 
with the death of and the funeral ar
rangements made for this stranger who 
had passed away in their country so 
suddenly, seemed deeply touched and 
stirred by the great reverence and love 
that accompanied the stilI form of 
God's great Guardian as he passed 
from life to the grave. They outdid 
themselves in showing sympathy and 
cooperation. At the four corners of the 
grave the florist had already planted 
four beautiful small cypress trees 
which Ruhiyyih KMnum had ordered 
in memory of the hundreds of cypress. 
trees that the beloved Guardian had 
planted, during his lifetime, around the 
Holy Places in Bahji and Haifa. At the 
top of the Chapel, which was entirely 
non-denominational and used for ser
vices of all religions, was an arched 
alcove filled with a bank of chrysan
themums and asters, beginning with 
deep shades of purple and running up 
through violet, lavender and orchid 
tones to white at the top. Like two 
arms reaching out, garlands of laven
der chrysanthemums ran along a cor
nice which framed the raised upper 
part of the Chapel. Above this, from 
wall to wall, was a beam of wood, in 
the center of which a framed Greatest 
Name was hung. Beneath this, in front 
of the alcove of flowers, the coffin was 
to rest on a low catafalque covered by a 

rich green velvet pall, the color to 
which the descendants of Muhammad 
are entitled by their illustrious lineage, 
and which the Guardian, as a Siyyid 
himself, through his kinship to the 
Bab, had every right to bear with him 
to the grave. Seating arrangements 
were made for the following day, plac
ing the Hands of the Cause on the right 
and on the left side of the coffin, fac
ing it. A hundred more chairs had to be 
ordered as the Chapel normally could 
only seat about eighty people. 

That evening all the Hands of the 
Cause who were in London, now num
bering thirteen, met to discuss ap
propriate readings for the funeral the 
next day. The Israeli authorities had in
structed the Charge d'Affaires at the 
Israeli Embassy in London, Mr. Ger
shon A vner, to attend the funeral on 
behalf of the Government (the Ambas
sador being absent from his post). It 
had been decided that, owing to the 
great mourning of the BaM'i world, 
the short time available, and the re
stricted space at the cemetery Chapel, 
the funeral should be entirely private. 
The spontaneous gesture of esteem, 
however, which the Israeli Government 
had made, by requesting its representa
tive to attend the funeral officially, 
could not be turned aside. The pres
ence of this non-Baha'i had therefore 
to be taken into consideration in con
nection with suitable readings, and the 
moving of the beloved Guardian's cof
fin. As this weighed almost half-a-ton 

Led by his widow, the Hands of the Cause follow Shoghi Effendi-to his grave. 
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it was considered that, in permitting 
the Baha'is to have the honor of taking 
turns carrying it, a very grave risk 
would be run of its being jostled, tip
ped, or even slipping from their hands. 
Special bearers were therefore chosen 
who carried out their task with the ut
most dignity. 

While these events were taking place, 
the National Headquarters of the Ba
ha'is in London was becoming the 
focal center of many agonized hearts, 
seeking information, asking details, re
ceiving what comfort other broken 
hearts could give and being directed as 
to how they could reach the cemetery 
upon their arrival in London. The tele
phone at the Haziratu'I-Quds rang al
most all day without stopping, and 
John Ferraby, secretary of the British 
National Spiritual Assembly, with the 
constant help of his wife, also a mem
ber of that body, attended to telephone 
calls from such distant spots as Dja
karta, Bombay, Kuwait, Israel, the 
United States and several European 
countries, to the ceaseless flow of 
cables and letters that poured in and 
out, as well as to press releases and in
terviews. It began to be clear that the 
funeral would be attended by many 
more of the friends than it had been 
thought could possibly get to London 
in time. Not only were the British Ba
ha'is attending practically en masse, 
but Hands of the Cause, various Na
tional Spiritual Assembly members and 
Auxiliary Board members, as well as 
individuals, were pouring in from over
seas. As the Baha'is arrived in ever
increasing numbers, a great flood-tide 
of love and sorrow was rising about the 
silent figure of the Sign of God on 
earth, preparing to bear his sacred re
mains befittingly to the grave. 

Arrangements had been made to 
have the funeral cortege assemble 
about ten o'clock before the Haziratu'l
Quds, at 27 Rutland Gate, opposite 
Hyde Park; from there, those believers 
who were not going direct to the cem
etery would be driven by special cars 
which would follow the hearse. More 
than sixty automobiles, accommodat
ing over three hundred and sixty peo
ple, moved off in solemn file at 10:40 
and journeyed to the place where they 
were joined by the hearse bearing the 
coffin of the revered Guardian. This 
was preceded by a floral hearse and 
followed by the car in which rode Ru-
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hiyyih Khanum accompanied by 
Amelia Collins; cars bearing the other 
Hands, National Spiritual Assembly 
members, Auxiliary Board members 
and believers followed behind. It was 
probably the largest column of vehicles 
seen in London for many years in at
tendance on a funeral of any denomi
nation. The journey to the Great Nor
thern Cemetery at New Southgate, 
where the sacred remains of Shoghi Ef
fendi are now interred, was accom
plished in under one hour's time, the 
laws of the Aqdas being thus fulfilled. 

Through Leroy Ioas having prompt
ly informed the Israeli authorities in a 
befitting manner of the sudden passing 
of the Head of the Faith, conditions at 
its World Centre were calm, and he de
cided it would be safe for him to leave 
the Holy Land over the weekend, and 
attend the funeral of the beloved Guar
dian. This was very fortunate, because 
it made it possible for him to bring 
with him, at the request of Ruhiyyih 
Khanum, a small rug from the inner
most Shrine of Baha'u'llah at Bahji, 
with which to carpet the floor of the 
vault, and a covering, which had rested 
likewise in that inner Shrine, for the 
coffin itself. He also brought a bou
quet of white jasmine and a box of 
flowers gathered from the Gardens at 
Bahji, the RiQvan, Mazra'ih and 
Haifa. 

Already a great crowd of believers 
was waiting at the door of the Chapel 
when the funeral cortege drove up; on 
every face was written its own measure 
of heart-break and many sobs were 
heard. The casket was gently handed 
down, on it a beautiful sheath of deep
red roses with fragrant white gar
denias, lily of the valley and fuchsias, 
in the center, and a simple card with 
the inscription "From Ruhiyyih and all 
your loved ones and lovers allover the 
world whose hearts are broken." 

The Great Guardian was carried in 
and laid on the soft green covering of 
the catafalque. The Chapel was crowd
ed to the doors, and many had to re
main outside. All stood while the won
derful prayer, ordained by Baha'u~lIah 
for the dead, was chanted in Arabic. 
Six other prayers and excerpts from the 
Teachings were then read by friends 
with beautiful voices, some in English, 
some in Persian, and representative of 
Baha'is from Europe, Africa, Amer
ica, Asia-Negro, Jew, and Aryan. 

In solemn file the friends followed 
the casket as it was borne out, placed in 
the hearse again, and slowly driven the 
few hundred yards to the graveside. 
There it was gently deposited at the 
head of the grave, so that when the be
loved Guardian's remains were lower
ed into it, he would face east to the 
Qiblih of the Faith. The flowers were 
removed from the casket, revealing an 
engraved tablet on which was written: 

Shoghi Effendi Rabbani 
First Guardian 

of the Baha'i Faith 
!'.1arch 3rd, 1896-November 4th, 1957 

As all stood, silently waiting for the 
coffin to be lowered into the grave, Ru
hiyyih Khanum felt the agony of the 
hearts around her penetrate into her 
own great grief. He was their Guar
dian. He was going forever from their 
eyes, suddenly snatched from them by 
the immutable decree of God, Whose 
Will no man dare question. They had 
not seen him, had not been able to 
draw near him. She decided to ask for 
it to be announced that before the cof
fin was placed in the grave, the friends 
who wished might pass by it and pay 
their respects. For over two hours the 
believers, eastern and western, filed by. 
For the most part they knelt and kissed 
the edge of the handle of the casket. 
Rarely indeed in history can such a 
demonstration of love and grief have 
been seen. Children bowed their little 
heads beside their mothers, old men 
wept, the iron reserve of the AngJo
Saxon-the tradition never to show 
feeling in public-melted before the 
white-hot sorrow in the heart. The 
morning had been sunny and fair; now 
a gentle shower started and sprinkled a 

. few drops on the coffin, as if nature 
herself were suddenly moved to tears. 
Some placed little flasks of Persian 
attar-of-rose at the head; one hesitat
ingly laid a red rose on the casket, sym
bol no doubt of the owner's heart; one 
could not bear the few drops of rain 
above that blessed, hidden face, and 
timidly wiped them off as he knelt; 
others with convulsed fingers carried 
away a little of the earth near the cas
ket. Tears, tears and kisses, and sol
emn inner vows were poured out at the 
head of the one who had always called 
himself their "true brother." When the 
last believers in this grief-stricken pro
cession had filed by, Ruhiyyih Khanum 
approached the casket, kissed it and 



knelt in prayer for a moment. She then 
had the green pall spread over it, laid 
the blue-and-gold brocade from the in
nermost Shrine of Baha'u'lhih on top 
of it and arranged the still-fragrant jas
mine flowers over all its length. Then 
the mortal remains of him whom 'Ab
du'l-Baha designated "the most won
drous, unique and priceless pearl that 
doth gleam from out the Twin Surging 
Seas" were slowly lowered into the 
vault, amid walls covered with ever
green boughs and studded with flow
ers, to rest upon the rug from the Holy 
Tomb at Bahji. A prayer was then 
chanted in Persian, and the Afnan 
Hand of the Cause, Hasan Balyuzi, 
read the closing prayer in English. 

All this time-a service that had 
lasted almost four hours-the repre
sentative of the Israeli Government, 
obviously deeply moved, had been in 
attendance, himself stepping beside the 
coffin and, with bowed head, paying 
his solemn respects. He and the majori
ty of the mourners now left, the Hands 
of the Cause, the National Spiritual 
Assemblies and Auxiliary Board mem
bers remaining behind by previous ar
rangement to see the vault sealed. 

Prayers were then said in many for
eign languages and by friends from dis
tant countries, and the orange and 
olive leaves brought from the Garden 
of the Ric,ivan in Baghdad by Tarizul
lah Samandari-the only living Hand 
of the Cause who was privileged to 
enter the presence of Baha'u'Uah
were placed on the grave, as well as the 
flowers brought by Leroy Ioas from 
the Baha'i Gardens in the Holy Land; 
these were sufficient for each person 
present himself to put some on the 
Guardian's resting-place. Over the 
tomb, at his feet, like a shield of crim
son and white, lay the fragrant sheath 
of blooms which had covered his cas
ket, and heaped about was a rich car
pet of exquisite flowers, symbols of the 
love, the suffering, of so many hearts, 
and no doubt the silent bearers of vows 
to make the Spirit of the Guardian 
happy now, to fulfill his plans, carry 
on his work, be worthy at last of the 
love and inspired, self-sacrificing lead
ership he gave them for thirty-six years 
of his life. 

RUHfYYIH 
in collaboration with John Ferraby 

Haifa 
December 9, 1957 
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Guatemala 

A teaching trip to the Peten area 

According to information we re
ceived, little follow-up work had been 
seen in the Pet en area for the past two 
years. This may have prompted a tele
gram from the Hand of the Cause of 
God Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum 
concerning the necessity of visiting the 
area. 

As a pioneer to El Salvador for the 
past two years, I offered my services to 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Guatemala, an offer that was gracious
ly accepted. The trip was planned dur
ing the Ric,lvan period especially for the 
purpose of electing at least one of the 
Assemblies in the area. David Robin
son, a BaM'} from the U.S., and his 
son Jesse accompanied me. What fol
lows is a report of that trip with recom
mendations for future follow-up. 

My memory is engraved with what 
shaH ever be a precious experience. Let 
it be placed on record that the Peten is 
an area of enormous spiritual poten
tial; a great harvest seems to be waiting 
only for the appropriate plans of ac
tion. 

In five days we were able only to 
evaluate the surface and open some 
doors which should lead in the near fu
ture to entry by troops. The spiritual 
receptivity of these people, who are 
direct descendants of the Mayas, build
ers of the most advanced pre-Colom
bian civilization in the Americas, is 
staggering. They are waiting with great 
hunger for the Message of God. 

The memory of the former glory of 
what appears to have been a great spir
itual as weH as material civilization has 
not faded from their minds. Some of 
the ancient knowledge and prophecies 
have been handed down to the present 

This account of a teaching trip to the 
Peten area of Guatemala in April 1987 
was written by Andrew DiMauro, a 
Bahd'l'pioneer from the U.S. toEI Sal
vador. 
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My memory is engraved with 
what shall ever be a precious ex
perience. Let it be placed on rec
ord that the Peten is an area of 
enormous spiritual potential; a 
great harvest seems to be waiting 
only for the appropriate plans of 
action. 

generation. They wait now for an op
portunity to rise again and illuminate 
all regions, as the Master stated. For 
this, proper education is needed, and 
the need to step into the field of action 
is crucial. One must ponder deeply on 
the high level of civilization once 
reached by these people to appreciate 
the role they can play in the develop
ment of the Baha'i World Common
wealth. 

The journey began Thursday, April 
23. I took a bus from El Salvador to 
Guatemala in the afternoon, arriving 
that evening. After spending the night 
at the home of the National Spiritual 
Assembly's secretary, David, Jesse and 
I left on a 7 a.m. flight Friday for 
Flores. I had brought some extra 
money with which to visit the ruins at 
Tikal to pray and feel inspiration. Lit
tle did I suspect that undreamed-of op
portunities would begin to open up as a 
result of what seemingly was a devia
tion from our intended route. 

Tikal is an extraordinary sight to 
behold, even in ruins. Its ancient "sky
scrapers" tower above the jungle floor, 
giving one an impression of beauty, 
majesty and grace. The city, which 
contains more than 3,000 structures, 
was built on a platform 30 feet above 
the jungle floor. We headed on foot 
for the main plaza, which has been re
stored. The temples lifted our hearts to 
prayer and reverence. 

In my prayers, I asked that the doors 
be opened and the souls that we needed 
to contact be found. I did not know 
that the answer to those prayers would 
be so close at hand. 

Toward the end of the day I began to 
feel anxious about doing some actual 
teaching. Near the Jungle Lodge are a 
couple of places where one can obtain 
food and drink. I went to one and or
dered mineral water, thirsting more 
than anything for contact with the 
Guatemaltecos. Not having any suc
cess, I began walking back toward the 
bungalow when suddenly a strong de
sire to visit the ruins again, this time by 
starlight, came over me. Seeing a man 
walking in that direction with a flash
light, I decided to ask if I might accom
pany him. As it turned out, he was one 
of the caretakers, and his name was 
Augusto Heredia. He looked to be 
about my age (32 years) and seemed a 
very agreeable person. 

As we walked the old Maya road 
that winds through the jungle, we 
began to talk. At first we spoke of the 
new age and the needs of the times. I 
quickly realized what a great spiritual 
capacity this man had, and wondered 
how a man of such humble origins 
could have been the recipient of so 
much profound wisdom and knowl
edge. The form of the Jaguar Temple 
was becoming visible under the dim 
light of the stars when he began to 
disclose his secret to me. 

We climbed a steep incline to the top 
of the pyramid where the temple rises 
above the jungle ceiling, then sat en
tranced by the pure magic of the 
precious moments we were experienc
ing. Augusto told me about the history 
of the city and of Chak Mul, the rep
resentative of the Godhead among the 
Mayas, chief spiritual leader of his race 
and the one who originated the laws 
and design of Tikal. I had read that 



when the Spaniards came and tried to 
destroy all remnants of the old faith, 
certain priests had hidden some of the 
old books or codices. The secrets of the 
faith were then passed down from gen
eration to generation to the present 
one. Augusto had been given one of 
the books by his grandfather, who was 
115 years old. He was waiting with this 
great treasure of spiritual and cultural 
heritage and had recently decided that 
the time had come to bring it forward. 

I told him the story of Bahci'u'lhih 
Who had come to inaugurate the new 
Day and bring about the revival of all 
good things. This pure soul accepted 
the Message immediately and without 
question, and began to make plans 
about how to carry it to his people. He 
began teaching the Faith the next 
morning, and had two interested seek
ers for us to speak to that day. He told 
me of his desire to donate land for a 
Baha'i Center in his home town. 
There, he said, hundreds of souls are 
waiting to hear the Baha'i Message, 
and he was sure there would be success 
in enlisting many of them in the Cause 
of God. 

The doors were thus flung open in a 
way I had never imagined. Considering 
our limited time and resources, I was 
struck with a sense of helplessness to 
deal with the enormity of the task. All I 
could do was promise that we would 
return with a team in August and De
cember to continue the work. I would 
strongly suggest that someone begin to 
correspond with and send materials to 
Augusto so that the opportunities that 
now exist are not lost. 

Before we left, he promised to intro
duce us to a couple of seekers to whom 
he had already passed the information. 
Therefore, making plans to return in 
two days, we set out the following mor
ning for Melchor. 

Melchor seemed the most likely area 
for Assembly formation in the Peten. 
There had once been an Assembly 
there, but things had lapsed over the 
past two years. Our mission was to re
activate the Baha'is on our list and, if 
possible, help elect the Assembly. 
Mter a tedious four-hour journey, we 
arrived in Melchor in mid-afternoon. 

Shortly after checking in at a hotel. 
we found the home of the key Baha'is. 
When we arrived there we found the 
husband seated on the doorstep talking 
to a friend. After" we introduced our-

Vii/ages such as this one are typical oj 
those in the spiritually rich Peten area 

selves, his friend became interested in 
the teachings and what we were there 
for. His questions were answered, and 
he expressed his desire to become a 
member of the Baha'i community. 
This was but one example of the spir
itual receptivity that seems to permeate 
the atmosphere in this region. 

With the help of the Baha'is we were 
able to check the list and verify the 
number of the friends in the commu
nity (14). That night the Assembly was 
elected, and we left Melchor with mix
ed feelings. On the one hand was a feel
ing of joy that at least one center of 
light and attraction was now in exis
tence in the Peten area; on the other 
was the feeling of helplessness to meet 
the enormous needs that activating the 
Cause would require in this region. 
Again, we promised a return trip. I am 
convinced that the area near Melchor 
would be a good starting point for re
activating the friends in the Peten. 

Our return trip included another 

ss 

oj Guatemala described in this article 
by Baha'{ pioneer Andrew DiMauro. 

visit to Tikal to meet some seekers to 
whom Augusto had spoken. I was able 
to speak to one person who later be
came a Baha'i. On Tuesday evening I 
arrived in Guatemala City, where a 
verbal report was given to the secretary 
of the National Spiritual Assembly. 

I have offered my services to help 
organize a team to return to the Peten 
in August or December for follow-up 
work and further expansion. All the 
doors there are opened and the oppor
tunities that exist must be taken ad
vantage of. Some Salvadorans have ex
pressed an interest in the next stage of 
the process, and the National Assem
bly of Belize could also become involv
ed due to its proximity to the area. 
Also, some North Americans have ex
pressed a strong desire to become a 
part of the effort. 

May the Army of Light march on to 
conquer this blessed region, the Peten. 

-Andrew DiAfauro 
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Haiti 

Rural development at the Zunuzi School 

Ha"iti N 

t 
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The AniS Zunuzi Baha'i School is 13 kilometers (about eight 
miles) north of Haiti's capital city of Port-au-Prince in a 
semi-rurallsemi-residential area called Lilavois. It helps 
three smaller Baha'i schools with teaching materials, curric
ulum development, administration and teacher training. 
These schools are in Liancourt (two hours north), Pont 
Benoit (two and one-half hours north), and Pitimi (six 
hours north). The Rural Development Project which works 
out of the Zunuzi School has mini-cooperatives, pigs, pre
school centers and health activities within afive-hour radius 
around the school. It is also involved in projects in Lian
court and the Cayes area. In and around Co yes, six local 
Spiritual Assemblies banded together to build a piggery. 
One Assembly hopes to start a school of its own. In the 
north, Guinaudee has a pre-school center run by local Ba-
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ha'IS who have approached the project for help in obtaining 
school lunches. In February 1987 the Zunuzi Project re
ceived 10 pigs: nine females and one male, from the Depart
ment of Agriculture, as part of its pig distribution program. 
Since 1983, when the rains stopped coming regularly, fewer 
and fewer people in the area have been able to depend on 
crops. The importance of animal-raising has increased pro
portionally, but pigs have been unavailable due to their 
eradication during a swine fever epidemic. It was only be
cause of the excellent organization of local residents by the 
Ams Zunuzi Development Project into mini-cooperatives 
that the Department of Agriculture decided to provide 10 
pigs, and their arrival in February was a cause for great re
joicing. 



Macau 

Escola das N acoes gains momentum 

The Escola das Nacoes (School of 
the Nations) project in ~tacau is pro
gressing at an accelerated pace, largely 
as a result of a Curriculum Develop
ment Workshop held the weekend of 
September 25-27. Educators drawn 
from the Baha'i community of Macau 
were joined by BaM'is from Hong 
Kong in an effort to develop general 
guidelines for the formulation of a 
suitable kindergarten curriculum. 

In perhaps the most far-reaching 
outcome of the workshop, it was de
cided that the curriculum should be 
presented in a bilingual format, with 
English and Cantonese to be given 
equal emphasis in a "dual-stream" lin
guistic approach. Each class is to have 
two qualified teachers, one English
speaking and the other Cantonese; the 
children will therefore be exposed to 
both languages, from consistently sep
arate sources, during the course of 
their daily routine. 

Given the universally recognized im
portance of developing fluency in the 
national language of China, however. 
Mandarin will be introduced into the 
curriculum (as a third language rather 
than as a medium of instruction), pos
sibly at the Primary One level. The 
focus on Mandarin will increase grad
ually through the primary and secon
dary years, and it is expected that the 
students will be totally bilingual in 
English and Mandarin upon comple
tion of their secondary education. 

The curriculum will also be multi
cultural in its approach, and will con
centrate on the development of a 
"world citizen" awareness in the child-· 
reno In this context, it should be under
stood that the school is not a Baha'i 

This article about the Escola das Na
coes (School of the Nations) in Alacau 
appeared in a recent issue of the Hong 
Kong Baha'i Newsletter. 

In perhaps the most far-reaching outcome of the workshop, it was 
decided that the curriculum should be presented in a bilingual for
mat, with English and Cantonese to be given equal emphasis in a 
'dual stream' linguistic approach. 

school, and as such the Baha'i Faith 
(that is, the Covenant, history, Central 
Figures, Administrative Order, and so 
forth) will not be included in the cur
riculum. The school is a socio-eco
nomic development project initiated as 
a private venture by individual Baha'is 
in consultation with BaM'i administra
tive institutions and Baha'i experts in 
educational development. According
ly, BaM'i principles (such as the need 
to abandon all forms of prejudice, the 
equality of men and women, the one
ness of mankind) will be incorporated 
into the curriculum as the fundamental 
basis of the teaching philosophy. 

In a quite recent development, the 
physical facility itself has been ac
quired, as a representative of the 
school signed a contract on September 
30 for the purchase of the entire first 
floor of the "Seng Va" building adja
cent to the President Hotel. The fa
cility is modern, spacious and in excel
lent condition, and it is expected that 
the necessary renovations will be rela
tively minor. The coordinators are 
therefore confidently pursuing their 
plan to open the school in January 
1988 as a pre-school and kindergarten 
for three- to five-year-olds. 

The most pressing concern at this 
point is the recruitment of trained, 
qualified teachers and staff. At pres
ent, two individuals are employed by 
the school: Donald Tennant, a pioneer 
from the U.S. who is serving as its ad
ministrator, and Susan Pottier, a pio
neer from Canada who has been hired 
as the first teacher. A second qualified 
English-speaking teacher, Samantha 

Corey, is expected to arrive from the 
U.S. in December. The most immedi
ate need is to find qualified native Can
tonese-speaking teachers who have 
teaching credentials or who would be 
willing to undertake a teacher-training 
program. 

Any interested native Cantonese 
speakers are asked to contact the 
school as soon as possible to discuss 
employment possibilities. Inquiries and 
requests for further information may 
be directed to Donald W. Tennant, 
Project Coordinator, Escola das Na
coes, P.O. Box 81, Macau. 

United States 
Ronna Santoscoy, a Baha'i from 

Kansas who is an Auxiliary Board 
member, was invited last May to meet 
with one of the top aides to the new 
governor of Kansas, Mike Haden. 

The aide, Jose de la Torre, asked 
that the BaM'is make an official pre
sentation of "The Promise of World 
Peace" to the governor, saying that the 
statement would then be publicly dis
played in the capitol rotunda. 

He asked for Baha'i collaboration 
with the Boards of Education in the 
state to provide input for local pro
grams dealing with racial problems !n 
schools, and asked them to help tram 
local law enforcement officers in deal
ing with racial issues. 

Baha'i News/November 1987 13 

• 



7 

The world 

Reception honors Counsellor Benson 

A reception in honor of Coun~eljor 
Richard Benson was held \1ay ~ du~ing 
:he ~ational Baha'i Comen:ion :n 
Bikenibeu, Tarawa. 

Among the invited guests were the 
President of Kiribati, the Hon. leremia 
Tabai, and Madame Tabai. 

Mr. Tabai congratulated the Baha'i 
delegates for their part in electing the 
National Assembly, and wished its 

United States 

On October 9, President Ezra Taft 
Benson (second from right) of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints (Mormon) received a copy of 
'The Promise of World Peace' from 
Judge James F. Nelson (second from 
left), chairman of the U.S. National 
Spiritual Assembly. Also raking par! in 
rhe ceremony ar the Church 's head~ 
quarters in Salr Lake City, Utah, were 
Gordon B. Hinkley (left) and Thomas 
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member' a ,ucce,sful year of sen·ice. 
He reaffirmed hi, belje:~ in religious 

li"t1e;!~ far l-.:iribati, saying :hat the uni· 
ty which is already established there 
must be maintained. 

Other guests included the minister< 
af education, finance, natural re~ 

sources and industry; the secretary to 
the Cabine;; and two ministry secre~ 
taries. 

S, Mansen, first presidents of the 
Church and counselors to Mr, Benson. 
During the meeting, which lasted near: 
/... half an hour, Mr. Benson gave 
Judge Nelson a copy of the book The 
Mormons. A press conference fo/~ 

lowed at which Judge ll;elson spoke 
with a reporter from the Associated 
Press and representatives of local radio 
and television stations. 

: n his address, Counsellor Benson 
:'-.2.nked the president for his warm 
-;"-l'onse to the Baha'i Peace Con~ 
j'e~ence held recently in Kiribati, and 
fo~ his part in protesting the Iranian 
g2\ernment', persecution of Baha'is in 
that country. 

The speeches by Counsellor Benson, 
P~e~ident Tabai, and the chairman of 
the ~ational Spiritual Assembly were 
~;;,:orded and broadcast on the radio 
r,'~ !::. minute~ the following e\ening. 

Austria 
The Baha'i Faith has been "in the 

news" in Austria during the past year. 
Two positive radio interviews with 

Baha'is were broadcast during Rigvan, 
while last December, Austrian televis
ion presented a brief report on the ded
ication of the House of Worship in In
dia and the semi-official Austrian news 
agency, APA, produced a photo fea
ture based on news of the Temple's 
dedication. 

That feature was also distributed by 
the European photo agency, EPA, in 
Europe and America, 

In addition, an article dealing with 
Islam in Der Spiegel (April 27) men
tions the Faith in a favorable way. 

Sri Lanka 
The Anwer Cadir Project, a cam

paign to open to the Faith all remain
ing localities in the Kegalla District of 
Sri Lanka, is nearing a successful com
pletion, 

The project, which began last Jan
uary, succeeded by May in opening 102 
localities. Two hundred new believers 
we;e enrolled, while 2,500 people were 
contacted with the Baha'i message. 

A reported "army" of Baha'is giv
ing dedicated service to the project 
made these significant gains possible, 



Philippines 

Tnm' 

Dr. Minda Pamate takes a skin sample 
for laboratory analysis by the Depart
ment of Health during a three-day Ba
ha'l-sponsored medical clinic spon
sored last Naw-Ruz by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Philippines 
at Tapi-Nabiran, Mindoro Oriental. 
During the clinic, some 300 Mangyan 
people were treated by two physicians, 
marking the first time that doctors had 
ever brought medical aid to the Mang
yan area. 

A Mangyan Baha'I: Inggo Ganjuyan 
(right-center), explains to a woman in 
the Mangyan dialect how to take the 
medicine provided for her during a 
three-day Baha '{-sponsored medical 
clinic held last Naw-Ruz in Tapi
Nabiran, Mindoro Oriental, the Phil-
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Pictured are Baha'is and their guests at Hazlratu'I-Quds of Jind, Harayana, India. 
the inauguration May 23 of the local 

,. 

Children from the Thatia Vii/age Ba
hd'l School in India present a dance 
during the Thatia Bal Mela (Children's 
Fair), one of seven such events held last 
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February in various locations in Uttar 
Pradesh. More than J,800 students 
from 53 Bahd'f schools took part in the 
events. 

At the invitation of the Indian In
stitute for Non-Aligned Studies, that 
country's National Spiritual Assembly 
appointed two delegates to take part in 
a symposium on "Peace and Security: 
Asian Dimension" held April 18 in 
New Delhi. 

A paper titled "World Peace is not 
only possible but inevitable-a Baha'i 
perspective" was presented to the dis
tinguished participants, most of whom 
were academics. 

The chairman of the afternoon ses
sion referred to the necessity for work
ing toward peace by studying the prob
lem in terms of a new international 
order, as articulated by the Baha'i 
Faith. 

Trinidad/Tobago 
Banners reading "The Baha'i Faith 

teaches we are one world family" were 
placed in conspicuous places around 
Trinidad and Tobago during the com
munity's annual Baha'i Week celebra
tion last March 20-26. 



...... ------------------------------~ 
Malaysia 

The Spiritual Assembly of Petaling 
J aya, Malaysia, has established a com
mittee composed of children ages 8-13 
years. 

The committee meets once a month 
to discuss how to teach, how to tell 
children's stories of the Faith, how to 
help the plans of the local Assembly, 
how to save for giving to the Fund, 
how to achieve excellence in school, 
and other helpful topics. 

The Assembly feels it is thus able to 
tap into as well as develop the talents 
of its community members in this age 
group. 

• 
Three hundred-fifty Baha'i from 45 

Malaysian communities came to a re
cent Tamil-speakers' summer school 
which emphasized study of the goals of 
the Six Year Plan; the Covenant; the 
law of Huququ'llah; the station Of 
women; and other topics. 

Among those attending the spirited 
gathering were four Auxiliary Board 
members. 

Bermuda 
"Women and Peace," a public 

forum held last February 5 at the El
bow Beach Hotel in South Hampton, 
Bermuda, greatly enhanced public 
awareness of the Faith in that country. 

Dr. Jane Faily, a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Canada, 
chaired a panel of some of Bermuda's 
most prominent women including the 
minister for health and social services, 
Mrs. Ann Cartwright-DeCouto. 

The forum, attended by 135 people, 
was publicized in the press and covered 
on television. 

United Kingdom 
The Spiritual Assembly of ~iths

dale, Scotland, has published a booklet 
entitled "Poems on Peace," compris
ing selections from the 67 entries re
ceived in a peace poem competition for 
children ages 7-14, youth from 15-21, 
and adults. All of the poems except 
one, that of an eight-year-old Baha'i, 
were composed by non-Baha'is. 

Sikkim 

Students arrive at the Tadong Baha'I 
School in Sikkim where new construc
tion is in progress to provide additional 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Sikkim is offering a 50 per cent tuition 
scholarship for children from Baha'i 
families to enable them to attend the 
Tadong Baha'i School. 

Some full and partial scholarships 
are also being offered to 20 deserving 

Nigeria 
The Samuel Bakare Teaching Cam

paign, held May 7-1une 11 in Bendel 
State, Nigeria and aimed at teaching 
the people of the Oghara Clan. was ex-

Mariana Islands 
The island of Rota, at the southern 

tip of the Marianas, recently hosted its 
first National Teaching Conference. 
Attending were 17 adults and seven 
children, all of whom left the con
ference with a renewed commitment to 
spread the Teachings. 

Discussions on such topics as "Over
coming Fears in Teaching" and "Why 
We Teach" were followed py a fireside 
and a barbecue on the beach. 

classrooms for the upcoming academic 
year. 

non-Baha'i students whose parents are 
unable to pay the school fees. 

Additional classrooms are being 
built for the 1987-88 school year: a 
facility to be called Shirin Hall, which 
will replace the extra rented rooms now 
being used as classrooms. 

panded to include members of the 
lesse Clan as well. 

As a result, some 856 new believers 
were enrolled, 304 of them women. 
Also, 22 new local Spiritual Assemblies 
were formed by the 26 Nigerian Ba
ha'is who took part in the campaign. 

Andaman/Nicobar Islands 
Four new local Spiritual Assemblies 

were formed during a teaching project 
last May 15-24 in the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. 

The project, in Diglipur, North An
daman, ended earlier than planned ow
ing to monsoon rains, but nevertheless 
25 new believers were enrolled. 
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World Centre 

Nearly 450 new believers are enrolled in Taiwan· , 
large-scale efforts undertaken in Nigeria, Canada 

DELIGHTED SHARE FOLLOWING TELEX RECEIV
ED FROM NA TlONAL ASSEMBL Y T A IW AN: 

QUOTE NSA OVERJOYED TO INFOR~t SUPREME IN
STITUTION THAT TWO AND HALF YEARS OF PER
SISTENCE ON PART OF NSA TO LACNCH TEACH
ING PROGRAM AIMED AT ENROLLING LARGE 
NUMBER OF BELIEVERS HAS COME TO FRUITION. 
NEARLY 450 NEW BELIEVERS DECLARED SINCE 
INCEPTION MUHA1IR TEACHING PROJECT LATE 
MAY 1987, 420 OF WHOM ENTERED FAITH SINCE 
JUNE 19, REPRESENTING OVER 28 PERCENT IN
CREASE TOTAL NUMBER BAHA'IS TAIWAN SO 
FAR. AVERAGE OF 10-15 NEW BELIEVERS EACH 
DAY ARE ENROLLING. DEEPENING CLASSES AT
TENDED BY 10 OR 15 NEW BELIEVERS OCCUR 
REGULARLY. MASS CONSOLIDATION PROGRAM 
THROUGH 14 'NOVA' BAHA'i VIDEO PROGRAMS 
DUBBED INTO CHINESE BEGINS NEXT WEEK. 
TEACHING DONE WITH CARE AND APPLICATION 
HOUSE JUSTICE INSTRUCTIONS MASS TEACHING 
PROGRAM. NSA FULLY CONCERNED ABOUT CON
SOLIDATION, SPENT MOST OF ITS LAST WEEKEND 
MEETING ON WAYS AND MEA:'-iS TO ENSURE THE 
MASS CONSOLIDATION DONE IN PROPER WAY. 
NSA FEELS OUTSIDE ASSIST A:-.iCE IN TERMS OF 
PIONEER TO HELP CONSOLIDATE :-.lEW COMMU
NITIES IS MUCH NEEDED. OL:R EFFORTS IN RE
CRUITING NEW PIONEER HAVE INCREASED. ANY 
GUIDANCE AND HELP GREATLY NEEDED. 
NSA IS SPONSORING A TEACHI:'-iG INSTITUTE ON 
AUGUST 30 IN CENTRAL TAIWA:'-i WITH PURPOSE 
EXPLAINING MASS TEACHING PROCESS TO ALL 
FRIENDS TAIWAN. SPIRIT ECSTATIC. NSA AND 
NTC IN FULL CHARGE OF EVE~T. 7 NEW LSA'S 
FORMED, 17 NEW LOCALITIES OPENED SINCE RID
VAN RESULTING THE FIRST :\CHIEVEMENT OF 
LOCALITY GOAL (15) OF THE 1ST PHASE OF SIX 
YEAR PLAN. FULFILLMENT GOALS WELL IN 
SIGHT. HUMBL Y BESEECHI~G PRAYERS HOLY 
SHRINES OUR BEHALF. 

LOVING BAHA'i GREETINGS, ~SA TAIWAN UN
QUOTE 

UNIVERSAL HoeSE OF JUSTICE 
SEPTE.WBER 23, 1987 

• 
DELIGHTED SHARE FOLLOWl.\;C EXCERPT FROM 
TELEX FROM NA TlONAL ASSE.HBL Y OF NIGERIA 
REPORTING TEACHING ACTIVITIES UNDER
TAKEN BY YOUTH: 
QUOTE ... SIX YOUTH JOI~ED WEEK-LONG 

TEACHING PROJECT IN BALOGUN NEAR IFE, OYO 
STATE, ACG. 17-22. ENROLLED 802 MAJORITY YO
RUBA TRIBE INCLUDING 80 WOMEN. TEAM 
ST A YED IN HOME OF A LOCAL BAHA'i, WALKED 
TO 5 VILLAGES, FORMED 3 NEW LSA'S AND 
STRENGTHENED 2 EXISTING COMMUNITIES. THE 
YOUTH WHO HAD ATTENDED SAMUEL BAKARE 
TEACHING PROJECT AND USED THE SAME 
METHOD INCLUDED COORDINATOR SUNDAY 
EGWU, SARAFA AMUDA, FATAl ADESINA, SOLO
MON W ARISO AND KEMI. UNQUOTE 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
SEPTEMBER 23,1987 

• 
WE ARE HAPPY TO SEND FURTHER NEWS OF UN
PRECEDENTED SUCCESS OF TEACHINGICONSOLl
DA TlON ENDEA VORS. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE 
HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM THE NA TlONAL SPIR
ITUAL ASSEMBL Y OF C~NADA: 
QUOTE DELIGHTED TO INFORM THE UNIVERSAL 
HOUSE OF JUSTICE OF RECENT TEACHING AND 
CONSOLIDATION EFFORTS IN THE FORT VERMIL
ION AREA OF ALBERTA. IN THIS REMOTE PART OF 
CANADA, DURING THE PAST FEW MONTHS, 
THROUGH THE EFFORTS OF A FEW DEDICATED 
BAHA'I PIONEERS AND TRAVELING T~~CHERS, 
OVER 120 PEOPLE HAVE BECOME BAHA'IS, RA.lS
ING THE NC~tBER OF BAHA'IS IN THIS REGION TO 
300 IN THE SPAN OF A FEW SHORT YEARS. THESE 
NEW BELIEVERS ARE ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY 
FROM THE NATIVE POPULATION OF CANADA. 
THE MOST RECENT DECLARANTS CAME TO THE 
FAITH AS A RESULT OF DEEPENING AND TEACH
ING EFFORTS LAUNCHED THIS SUMMER IN THE 
MEMORY OF GOL AlDUN. A RECENT LETTER 
FROM ONE OF THE PIONEERS, EUNICE HITCH
COCK, READS IN PART: 
"JOHN D'OR (A NEWLY-DECLARED NATIVE BA-
HA'i) IS ON FIRE .... JOHN IS DEAF SINCE BIRTH 
AND SPEAKS SIGN .... IT IS VERY SPIRITUAL TO 
WATCH HI~l TEACH, AND HE DOES IT THOR
OUGHL Y USING THE TEACHING BOOK AND NA
TIVE SIGN. IT IS A DEMONSTRATION OF THE 
POWER I~ THIS FAITH THAT THE MUTE CAN 
TEACH THE CAUSE OF GOD .... " 
WE BESEECH THE SUPREME BODY FOR PRAYERS 
ON BEHALF OF THE CANADIAN BAHA'i COMMU
NITY FOR SUCCESS IN THE ALL-IMPORTANT 
TEACHING FIELD. UNQUOTE 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
SEPTEMBER 23, 1987 
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United States 

Gregory Institute hosts Peace Fest '87 

The presentation of a ne\\ Peace 
Award to the Attorney General of 
South Carolina and the first two per
formances of a 16-member Baha'i 
"Peace Orchestra" were among the 
highlights of Peace Fest '87 held Sep
tember 16-19 at the Louis Gregory Ba
ha'j Institute near Hemingway, South 
Carolina. 

The second annual Peace Festival 
also featured Gospel singing. dance, 
contemporary music, an international 
buffet, excellent speakers. and special 
recognition ceremonies. 

The four-day event began September 
16 with a jazz concert attended by 
some 350 Baha'is and their guests who 
saw and heard the premier perform
ance of the Peace Orchestra, composed 
almost entirely of Baha'is from across 
the country and led by internationally 
acclaimed trumpeter John Birks (Diz
zy) Gillespie. 

Robert Cook (center), deputy Attorney 
General of South Carolina, accepts a 
Baha'I' Peace Award on behalf of At-
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Prior to the performance, Mr. Gil
lespie was presented the first Louis G. 
Gregory "Ambassador of Peace" 
Award. 

The program that evening consisted 
primarily of Mr. Gillespie's own mu
sical compositions and arrangements. 

Also on the program Wednesday 
evening was Palmetto Jazz. a group 
from Columbia. 

The Peace Orchestra performed 
again the following evening. this time 
under the leadership of its coordinator, 
Marvin (Doc) Holladay, a Baha'i from 
Rochester. Michigan. who has played 
saxophone with some of the outstand
ing big bands in the country including 
those led by Stan Kenton, Woody Her
man, Tommy Dorsey, Benny Carter, 
Gerald Wilson and others. 

For its second concert the orchestra 
turned to arrangements by a variety of 
well-known artists including charts by 

torney General Travis Medlock from 
Dr. Roy Jones, director of the Louis 
G. Gregory Baha'i Institute. 

Thad J ones, Frank Foster, Marian Mc
Partland and Don Sebesky. 

\1r. Holladay, the orchestra's coor
dinator, plays baritone saxophone and 
is an associate professor of music at 
Oakland University in Rochester, 
Michigan. 

The other members of the group, 
most of whom performed at both con
certs, include: 

Trumpets-Greg Ives, Warren 
Kime. Roger Lewis, Paul Seaforth. 

Trombones-Ed Craft (bass), Scott 
Crum, Charlie Lee, Todd Lowery, Jim 
Tangney. 

Saxophones-Jay Corre, Don Erd
man, Roger Hogan, Daryl Lowery, 
Ben White. 

Piano-Mike Longo (Wednesday). 
Charlie Glick (Thursday). Drums
Sherman Ferguson. Bass-Derrick 
Jordan-Polk. 

\1embers of the Peace Orchestra, all 
but four of whom are Baha'is, repre
sent a wide range of ages and have an 
impressive array of professional cre
dentials, having played with such 
bands as those led by Harry James, 
Benny Goodman, Woody Herman, 
Stan Kenton, Buddy Rich, Nelson Rid
dle, Lionel Hampton, Tex Beneke, Ray 
Anthony, Ralph Marterie, Benny Car
ter, Mercer Ellington, Quincy Jones, 
Gerald Wilson, Manny Albam, Thad 
Jones-Mel Lewis, Larry Elgart, and 
many others. 

Besides performing with guitarist 
Kenny Burrell, trumpeters Bobby Shew 
and Shorty Rogers, saxophonist Benny 
Carter and others, drummer Sherman 
Ferguson of Los Angeles, who became 
a Baha'i last year, has been an actor on 
television and appears in four episodes 
of the current NBC-TV series "The 
Days and Nights of Moliy Dodd." 

Trombonist Todd Lowery, one of 
the younger members of the orchestra 



Trumpeter John (DizzY) Gillespie leads the Baha'i 'Peace Orchestra' at Peace Fest '87 in South Carolina. 

at age 20, is a student at the Eastman 
School of \-lusic in Rochester, ~ew 
York; his brother, Daryl, teaches at the 
Berklee School in Boston. 

Another teacher is trumpeter Roger 
Lewis who played professionally for 21 
years before settling down to teach at 
Wichita State University in Kansas 
where he directs the school's jazz en
semble. 

Roger Hogan, a much sought-after 
musician on the West Coast, is a for
mer member of the Airmen of Note. 
the official jazz ensemble of the L.S. 
Air Force, and performed in the televi
sion version of "Ain't \-lisbehavin' ... 
the story of the life of legendary pianist 
Fats Waller. 

Trumpeter Paul Seaforth, with fel
low musician and Bah:i'i Rob Jenkins. 
has recorded a tape for Kalimat Press 
entitled "'Dove." Seaforth and Jenkins 
are popular performers at Bah:i 'j
sponsored events on the West Coast. 

The idea for the Peace Orchestra 
sprang from last year's Peace Fest at 
the Gregory Institute during which 
Dizzy Gillespie performed with a small 
group consisting of some musicians 
from New York City along with saxo
phonists Doc Holladay and Don Erd
man. 

Both \-lessrs. Gillespie and Holladay 
would like to see the Peace Orchestra 
become a permanent musical organiza
tion. 

\-lr. Holladay says that although the 
membership of the orchestra may 
change, as indeed it did to some extent 
during Peace Fest '87, he hopes that 
the concept and the orchestra itself can 
continue in some form. 

On Friday, September 18, a Gospel 
jubilee. which lasted more than four 
hours, brought members of the au
dience to their feet to sing and clap 
along with seven top-fIig~t Gospel 
groups. 

The entertainment began with a per
formance by the newly formed Louis 
Gregory Baha'i Choir composed of 
area believers representing a wide 
range of ages. 

Following the Gregory Choir on
stage were the Andrews Community 
Choir, Sam and the Exciting Linen 
Singers, the Super Bowl of Gospel 
(three groups), and the Brown 
Brothers. 

:\t the conclusion of the program, 
which continued until after midnight, 
Gospel singers and members of the au
dience carrying lighted candles formed 
a circle of unity around the large tent 
and sang songs of peace. 

Then Dr. William Roberts, an Aux
iliary Board member from Springfield. 
\-las~achusetts, read prayers of unity 
from the Baha'i Writings. 

On Saturday, Dr. Robert Hender
son, secretary of the National Spiritual 
Assembly, was the first speaker during 
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Dr. Robert C. Henderson, secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly, ad
dresses the audience at Peace Fest '87. 

an inter-religious panel discussion on 
religion's role in bringing about peace. 

Dr. Henderson told the audience of 
about 200 that we must move beyond 
the artificial separation of people bas
ed on skin color and achieve the unity 
of races "at the kitchen table and on 
the sofa." 

In describing the need to eliminate 
the disparity of rich and poor, he used 
as an illustration the disaster which 
befell the S. S. Titanic in 1912, pointing 
out that although there were both rich 
and poor passengers on the ill-fated 
ship, its sinking took the lives of both 
the wealthy and those of more modest 
means. 

Referring to humanity as a whole, 
Dr. Henderson said, "If there's a hole 
in the boat, we will all go down." 

Other prerequisites to peace that 
must be addressed, he said, include 
elimination of the inequality between 
men and women, the need for universal 
education, and elimination of un
bridled nationalism and religious 
strife. 

The second speaker on the panel, 
which was moderated by Dr. Roberts, 
was Dr. Howard McClain, a research 
fellow at the Institute for Southern 
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A bove: The Peace Orchestra's trom
bone section plays a unison passage. 

Studies at the University of Sout!; 
Carolina, who spoke of peace effons 
being developed within the Souther;: 
Baptist Assembly. 

Pastors must give peace a continuing 
emphasis, he said, and their congrega· 
tions must pick up this rhetoric. 

Below: Trumpeters Paul Seaforth (left) 
and Warren Kime. 

Love conquers ail, but hatred de
stroys all in its path, said the third 
speaker. Imam Hakim Abdu'l-Ali, a 
Sunni \1uslim and head of the Islamic 
Society of Charleston. 

The Imam used the example of a re
lay race to explain that in order to 



overcome racism, people must pass the 
baton of love from one person to an
other, and emphasized the role of relig
ion in the peace process by using quo
tations from the Qu'nin. 

Later in the program, Dr. Roy 
Jones, director of the Louis Gregory 
Saha'i Institute, presented the In
stitute's first Peace Award to Attorney 
General Travis Medlock, recognizing 
his initiative in working to eliminate 
drug abuse in South Carolina through 
the "Be Free to Succeed" program. 

The plaque was accepted for Mr. 
Medlock by deputy Attorney General 
Robert Cook, who spoke favorably 
about the Faith's strong anti-drug posi
tion. 

The "Be Free to Succeed" program 
was described to the audience by Case) 
Manning, an assistant to the Attorney 
General and former star basketball 
player at the Cniversity of South Caro
lina who heads the state's drug task 
force. 

This final day of Peace Fest '87 in
.:luded an international buffet lun
cheon with outstanding cuisine from 
five continents for all those attending. 
and entertainment by the Ilu African 
Drummers and Umoja Dancers from 
Charleston; the Atlanta Baha'i Youth 
Workshop; "Baha 'f Brothers." a 
youth rap presentation by young be
lievers from Kingstree and Florence: 

The debut performance of the Louis Gregory Baha'i Choir. 

and music by a rock band known as 
The Educators . 

The Gregory Institute received from 
Gov. Carroll Campbell J r. of South 
Carolina a proclamation designating 
September 14-20 as "Peace Week" in 
the state. 

It was estimated that about 85 per 
,:~nt of the 800 people who attended all 
(If a ;Jart of Peace Fest '87 were not Ba-

Drummer Sherman Ferguson drives the Peace Orchestra forward. 

Baritone saxophonist Marvin (Doc) 
Holladay, coordinator of the Baha'I' 
Peace Orchestra, takes a solo turn at 
Peace Fest '87. 
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Conference 

ADS holds 12th gathering at Princeton 

\10re than 350 people gathered Oc
wber 22-25 in Princeton, New Jer~ey. 
for the 12th annual Conference of the 
Association for Baha 'j Studies. 

The focus of this year's event \\a~ 

the "Converging Realities" of science, 
religion and the humanities. 

Featured speakers at the plenary ses
sions presented papers on various 
topics which were later discussed by 
panels of respondents. 

Among the speakers were two mem
bers of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors in the Americas: Dr. Far
zam Arbab, director of FUNDEAC. 
an educational and rural development 
program in Cali, Colombia; and Don
ald Rogers, a professor of fine arts at 
the University of Saskatchewan in Sas
katoon, Canada. 

Other featured speakers included: 
• Dr. Ervin Laszlo of Pisa, Italy, a 

member of the Club of Rome and edi-

A plenary session at the 12th annual 
Conference of the Association for Ba
hd'i'Studies with panelists (left to right) 
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tor-in-chief of the Jrorld Peace En
cyclopedia. 

• Douglas Martin, director general 
of the Office of Public Information at 
the Baha'j World Centre in Haifa. 
Israel. 

• Dr. Anatol Rapoport, Peace Chai~ 
;>rofessor at the Lni\·ersity of TOTClntc. 
Canada, and president of Science f 0;

Peace. 
• Dr. June Thomas, an Auxiliary 

Board member in the U.S. and asso
ciate professor in the Urban Planning 
Program at Michigan State University. 

• Dr. Lowell W. Livezey, director of 
the undergraduate program at the 
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and 
International Affairs at Princeton Uni
versity. 

• Dr. Karl H. Pribram of the De-

Ervin Laszlo, Glen Eyford, Ross 
Woodman, William Hatcher, Karl Pri
bram and George Land. 

rartment of Psychology. P~\'chia!,y 

and Beha\·io:a! Science, a: S:anford 
Lniversity. 

• Dr. Hossain B. Danesh, chairman 
of the executi\e committee of the Asso
ciation for Baha 'j Studies and secretary 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Canada. 

• Dr. George Land of Paradise 
'·alley. Arizona, a general systems 
theorist and Senior FeJlo\\ at the Uni
,ersiry of Minnesota. 

• Dr. William Hatcher. professor of 
mathematics at Laval University, 
Quebec, and chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Canada. 

• Dr. Ross Woodman, professor of 
literature at the University of Western 
Ontario, London. 

• John Fobes of Washington, D.C., 
a member of the Club of Rome. 

The Conference was preceded by the 
annual Members' Meeting, which was 
chaired by Dr. Hatcher and attended 
by 155 people who were treated to two 
hours of lively consultation. 

Plenary sessions were held at Rich
ardson Auditorium in Princeton's 
Alexander Hall. 

At the first of these, Dr. Danesh 
presented a welcoming address, then 
introduced Dr. Livezey and Camm Mc
Guire, a member of the Princeton Uni
versity Baha'i Club, both of whom 
welcomed everyone on behalf of the 
university. 

The plenary sessions were divided in
to six areas of discussion. 

The first of these, entitled "Unity in 
Diversity: Models for a New World 
Order," included an untitled talk by 
Dr. Laszlo, and "Unity in Diversity: 
The Baha'i Model for a New World 
Order" by Mr. Martin. 

Both talks looked at the Baha'i com
munity as an example for society in 
building a new World Order. 

Dr. Laszlo focused on key problems 

, 
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Featured Speakers at (he ABS Conference included (left to right) Dr. June Thomas, Douglas Martin, Dr. Ervin Laszlo. 

in building such a new society. .. I see 
tremendous potential in the Baha'i 
Faith," he said, "which could trigger 
cultural and sociological change, lead
ing us not to war but toward integra
tion-unity in diversity." 

Respondents to those papers indud
ed Dr. Livezey and Dr. Arbab who 
joined the speakers on a panel that ad· 
dressed questions from the tloor. 

The second session was on "Over
coming Institutional Violence: Beyond 
War, Racism and the Denial of Human 
Rights. " 

Papers were presented by Dr. Rap
oport ("The Redemption of Science") 
and Dr. Thomas ("Poverty and Rac· 
ism in Urban America") 

Dr. Livezey then presented a paper 
on "The Role of Human Rights Or
ganizations. " 

Respondents to these presentations 
were Dr. Robert C. Henderson, sec
retary of the U.S. National Spiritual 
Assembly, and Dr. Will C. van den 
Hoonaard, a professor of sociology at 
the University of New Brunswick, Ca
nada. 

In the third session, entitled "!\jew 
Perspectives on the Nature of Human 
Reality," Dr. Pribram spoke on "The 
Brain: Where Converging Realities 

\leet," and Dr. Danesh on "From 
Dualism to Integration: The Con
vergence of Body and Soul." 

Respondents were Dr. Rapoport and 
Dr. Hatcher. 

Three speakers then addressed the 
topic "The Convergence of the Scien
,ific and the Spiritual": Dr. Land 
i "The Evolution of Reality: :\ Trans
formational View of Science and 
Spirit"); Dr. Hatcher ("Platonism and 
Pragmatism"); and Dr. Woodman 
("In the Beginning Was the Word"). 

The respondents were Dr. Pribram, 
Dr. Laszlo and Dr. Glen Eyford. a pro
fessor in the Department of Adult Edu
;::ation and Developmental Studies at 
the University of Alberta, Canada. 

The fifth session was devoted entire· 
:y to an audio-visual presentation by 
Counsellor Rogers entitled "Art and 
Spiritual Education" during which he 
pointed out that, in this Dispensation, 
the work of an artist in service to hu
manity has been elevated to the level of 
worship. 

The final session, on "The Human 
Agenda: An Exchange with the Club of 
Rome." included talks by Dr. Laszlo. 
Dr. Arbab and \1r. Fobes. 

The respondents were Dr. Thomas 
and Dr. Tapio Varis, rector at the 

United Nations University for Peace in 
Escazu, Costa Rica. 

Talks on four topics were given in si· 
multaneous sessions: 

• "Esperanto vs. English as an Inter· 
national Auxiliary Language" by John 
T. Dale Jr., a lawyer from Falls 
Church. Virginia. 

• "Resurgence, Convergence anJ 
Synthesis" presented by Sheila Banani 
on behalf of its author, Betty Hoff 
Conow of Hacienda Heights, Califor
nia, who was unable to attend the Con
ference because of illness. 

Mrs. Banani is a member of the ex
ecutive committee of the Association 
for Baha'i Studies; ~lrs. Conow is the 
author of Bahd'I:' .4 Resurgen(Wode! 
of (he Universe. 

• "Dilemmas and Prospects of Writ· 
ing a Baha'i Encyclopedia" by Dr. var: 
den Hoonaard. 

• "The Tao of the Middle East" by 
Amrollah Hemmat of Great Falls. Vir
ginia. 

An awards presentation was held to 
honor those whose papers submitted to 
the Association showed particular e'(· 
cellence in Baha'i scholarship. 

• University category: Elham Afnan 
for "The Good of the World and the 
Happiness of the Nations: A Study of 
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Above: An exterior view of Princeton 
University's Alexander Hall. Below: 

Modern Utopian and Dystopian Lit
erature. " 

• Multi-author category: "The 
Validity of Human Rights: A BaM'i 
Approach," prepared by Morten 
Bergsmo, a student of law at the Uni
versity of Oslo, Norway, and Kishan 
Monocha, a medical student at S1. Bar
tholomew's Hospital Medical College 
in London, England. 

• General category: Dr. van den 
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Panelists Dr. Farzam Arbtib (left) and 
Dr. Tapio Varis. 

Hoonaard for his paper, "Develop
ment and Decline of an Early Cana
dian BaM'i Community: S1. John, 
New Brunswick, 1910-1925." 

A Saturday evening concert, "The 
Moving Spirit," which was open to the 
public as well as to Conference par
ticipants, included performances by 
BaM'i and non-Baha'i artists. 

It began with a performance by san
tour virtuoso Kiu Haghighi of Glen-

view, Illinois, and pianist Rosamond 
Brenner of Wilmette. 

Following them were an all-male vo
cal group, "The Nassoons," and an 
all-female group, "The Tigressions .. 
both composed of Princeton student's 

Also performing were two member~ 
of the Princeton Mime Workshop wh~ 
presented skits with such titles as 
"Mental Floss" and "Dueling Zen." 

Later, Juliet Be Ofiro Menkata. a 
student at Princeton, read her mo\ing 
poem entitled "Of War and Peace." 

Other Baha'is who entertained at the 
Conference included pianists Jack 
Lenz of Goodwood, Ontario, \1ark 
Ochu of S1. Cloud, Minnesota, and 
Matthew Freeman of Marlow, Buck
inghamshire, England; vocalists Carol 
Rutstein of Amherst, Massachusetts, 
and Nancy Ackerman of Scarborough. 
Ontario; and violinist Farzad Khozein 
of Benbrook, Texas. 

Those at the Conference especially 
enjoyed a performance by the newly 
formed "Baha'i Studies Choir" made 
up of courageous members of the au
dience who, directed by Mr. Freeman 
and accompanied by Mr. Lenz, pre
sented a spirited rendition of Mr. Lenz' 
and Doug Cameron's composition, 
"Let It Be This Generation." 

In the past several years, the Asso
ciation for Baha'i Studies has estab
lished nine professional interest groups 
within its membership: agriculture, the 
arts, consultation and conflict resolu
tion, environmental design, health, in
tercultural issues, marriage and ·the 
family, science and technology, and 
women's studies. 

On October 22, immediately pre
ceding the opening of the 12th annual 
Conference of the Association, eight of 
these groups held seminars in Prince
ton at the Nassau Inn and Hyatt Re
gency Hotel. 

Attendance at these sub-group ses
sions ranged from about 10 to more 
than 30. 

Papers submitted to the Baha'i In
stitute on Agriculture'S session related 
to the development of an effective, just 
and sustainable system of agriculture 
at the local, national and global levels. 

The Institute for the Arts welcomed 
the participation in its session of 
Counsellor Donald Rogers, a professor 
of fine arts at the University of Sas
katchewan in Saskatoon, Canada. 

A meeting was held to discusS the 
promotion and development of the In--

--------------------
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stitute for the Arts, which was estab
lished to provide a forum in which to 
explore the relationship of the Baha'i 
Revelation to the artistic process and 
artistic expression. 

The seminar held by the Institute for 
Environmental Design included a talk 
by Fariburz Sahba, project manager 
for the Universal House of Justice, on 
the construction of the Baha'i House 
of Worship in India, for which he serv
ed as chief architect. 

That seminar was combined in mid
day with the arts seminar. Members of 
each group shared ideas about how to 
promote the Baha'i teachings through 
their work. 

Included in the seminar on Consulta
tion and Conflict Resolution were pre
sentations by Steven Angell of Boston, 
Massachusetts; Rick Johnson of Win
field, Kansas; Pamela and Dennis 
Johnson of Eau Claire, Wisconsin; 
Ted Amsden of Detroit, Michigan; 
John Cornell of Reedley, California; 
and Nancy ~oore of Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 

The session conducted by the Inter
national Health Agency was geared 
toward "Current Issues in Health 
Care. " 

The keynote address on primary 
health care was given by John LeBlanc 

=....... -~~-~.:; .. 
Princeton University's Dr. 
Livezey presents a paper. 

in collaboration with Dr. Ethel Mar
tens. 

The Intercultural Issues group, 
formed within the past year, did not 
hold a seminar at the Conference. 

The session on Marriage and the 
Family featured talks by Nossrat 
Peseschkian of Wiesbaden, West Ger
many ("The Principles of Positive 
Psychotherapy and Their Applications 
to Marriage") and Dr. Victor de Arau
jo of New York City ("The Family and 

the Family of Nations: A Discussion of 
the UN Work on the Family"). 

The seminar on Science and Tech
nology was designed to encourage a 
dialogue between science and religion, 
to advance the understanding of tech
nology and its role in the new World 
Order, and to foster respect and appre
ciation for the Faith in scientific cir
cles. 

At the seminar, Dr. William Hatch
er, chairman of the National Spiritual 

u 

, -~ , 

~-~J 
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Architect Fariburz Sahba (left) at a session of the Institute for Environmental Design. 

Assembly of Canada, presented a pa
per titled "Science, Myth and Reali
ty." 

Other talks were given by Michel 
Duguay of Quebec, Canada; Azar Ma
jidi of Newark, Delaware; Ishrat Naqvi 
of Regina, Saskatchewan; Gilbert Bar
tholomew of Deep River, Ontario; and 
Brian Aull of Lexington, Massachu
setts. 

The seminar on Women's Studies 
was focused on issues relating to the 
equality of men and women, women's 
studies as an academic discipline, and 
the role of women in establishing 
peace. 

The speakers included: 
• Hoda Mahmoudi of Santa Mon

ica, California ("Baha'i Concepts of 
Equality: Exploration and Interpreta
tion" and "From Oppression to 
Equality: The Emergence of a Feminist 
Perspective"). 

• Judith Filson of Toronto, Ontario' 
("Reflections on the Baha'i Principle 
of Equality") . 

• June Remignante of Eliot, Maine 
("Women, the Primary Educators: 
Meaning and Application in Light of 
the Baha'i Concept of Equality" and 
"Being a Primary Educator: First 
Principles in a Global Context"). 
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• Robin Chandler of Arlington, 
Massachusetts ("The Endangered 
Species: Parenthood and Mother
hood-Builders of the Generations"). 

Respondents to those talks included 
Elizabeth and Michael Rochester of St. 
Johns, Newfoundland; Richard DaBell 

of Santa Monica, California; and Ba
hiyyih Nakhjavani of Washington, 
D.C. 

Two new interest groups were estab
lished at the Conference. One will fo
cus on the study of economics, the 
other on education. 

Among the entertainers was santour pianist Rosamond Brenner. 
virtuoso Kiu Haghighi accompanied by 



United States 

Nearly 1,200 at Green Lake Conference. 

The nearly 1,200 people who gather
ed September 18-20 for the 28th annual 
Green Lake Baha'i Conference at the 
American Baptist Assembly center in 
Green Lake, Wisconsin, were asked to 
"Please Use the Service Entrance" be
cause, as the 75th anniversary of 'Ab
du'l-Baha's historic visit to North 
America was being celebrated across 
the country, living a life of service to 
the Cause as exemplified by the \-taster 
was the central theme of the world's 
largest annual Baha'i conference. 

Baha'is and their guests enjoyed 
talks by a number of outstanding 
speakers, and attended a variety of op
tional Saturday afternoon sessions, 
each of which concerned some aspect 
of service to the Cause of God. 

In helping the friends to prepare 
themselves for service, Counsellor 
Robert Harris quoted the late Hand of 

Counsellor Robert Harris conducts a 
class on 'The Covenant' during the 

the Cause of God Rahmatu'llah Muha
jir: "Don't wait until it's convenient to 
serve. The opportunities will not be 
there if you wait. 

"The day will come when you'll be 
ready to serve the Faith; you'll go to 
the Baha'i Center and say, 'Please, let 
me sweep the floor!' And you'll be 
told, 'Sorry, all the brooms are busy 
now!' 

"We have the vision," Counsellor 
Harris added, "the dream of world 
peace, and we have the Source of 
power to bring it about. 

"We must serve mankind; give the 
world this dream that's in our hearts. 
Let's do it now, because when we feel 
like doing it, all the brooms may be 
busy. " 

Other featured speakers at Green 
Lake were Dr. Jane Faily, a member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of Ca-

28th annual Green Lake Baha''- Con
ference. 

nada; Auxiliary Board member Morris 
Taylor; Ernestine Berkey, representing 
the Baha'i National Committee on 
Women; Dr. Manuchehr Derakhshani, 
secretary of the National Persian/ 
American Affairs Committee; and Dr. 
Daryush Haghighi, a Trustee of the 
Huququ'llah. 

Dr. Faily, speaking on "Servitude," 
observed that we have been given the 
opportunity to serve during the Six 
Year Plan, 1986-1992, which coincides 
with the hundredth anniversary of the 
last six years of Baha'u'lIah's life. 

During that time, she said, Baha'
u'llah had left the prison-city of 'Akka 
and was living in the mansion of Bahji, 
where He wrote the Epistle to the Son 
of the Wolf, a warning to the people, 
calling them to account. 

"The Universal House of Justice," 
she said, "has said that the Faith has 
emerged from obscurity. Even as 
B:tha'u'llah left the ~tost Great Prison, 
we have now emerged from the prison 
of obscurity. 

"In 'The Promise of World Peace,' 
the House of Justice addresses the 
peoples of the world, repeating the 
warnings given by Baha'u'llah. Like 
Baha'u'lIah, Who summed the people 
to achieve their salvation, the Univer
sal House of Justice summons the peo
ple of the world to achieve peace. 

"The old world order is crumbling 
around us. We have been given the op
portunity to serve before the establish
ment of the Lesser Peace. We have a 
chance to respond to the agony of a 
world torn by racism. Let us seize this 
path of service; let us long to be ser
vants!" 

Mr. Taylor spoke about the possi
bilities of extraordinary Baha'i com
munities, describing the unique and 
impressive nature of the Baha'i world 
community. 

"When we look at the big picture," 
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he said, "what we are able to achieve 
seems quite incredible, yet on the local 
level, the global perspective is not al
ways apparent to the friends." 

The challenge before us now, he 
said, is to use that power inherent in 
the Faith to do things that are "a little 
less spectacular," in other words, to 
meet the challenges we deal with every 
day in the local community. 

"Through the development of 
healthy Baha'i communities, building 
and maintaining strong relationships, 
and nurturing a distinctive Baha'i spirit 
in our large and diverse family," said 
Mr. Taylor, "we can demonstrate to 
the world that our vision is indeed be
coming a reality." 

Mrs. Berkey's two addresses were 
entitled "Service Above and Beyond 
the Call" and "The Maidservants of 
Baha'u'lIah." 

We need to ask ourselves, she said. 
"how we can best serve to help bring 
about the maturity of the Faith. 

"It would be nice," she added, "if, 
as the Faith emerges from obscurity, 
we as Baha'is would follow it and 
emerge also." 

In addition to the speakers, the main 
sessions included entertainment and 
two splendid audio-visual presenta
tions. 

Anne Atkinson of Wilmette, Illinois, 
delighted everyone with "The Lotus," 
a slide presentation on the House of 

A song by vocalist 
Rockford, Illinois. 
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Above: The costume party at Green 
Lake was a 'knight' to remember. Be
low: Pianist Mark Ochu entertains. 

Bottom: One of the 16 optional Satur
day afternoon sessions which covered a 
wide variety of topics. 



" , 

Worship in India produced by Charles 
Nolley at the Baha'i National Center, 
while Ben Levy of Lake Mary, Florida, 
presented a compilation of slides on 
"The Guardian: A Life of Service." 

The Green Lake bookstore induded 
many new titles as well as new editions 
of old favorites. 

A series of "peace posters" made by 
-:hildren was displayed, and a new 
feature was a slide presentation on 
"Service at the Baha'i National 
Center," produced by its Department 
of Human Resources. 

This year's 16 optional Saturday 
afternoon sessions were given titles 
which aptly described various ways in 
which to serve. 

Counsellor Harris also addressed .1 

special session for youth, saying [0-

day's young people feel they are living 
in "Disney World." 

"They need to be allowed to travel 
to other countries where they can truly 
experience life," he said. "They need 
to be shown those who are truly in 
need, so that their Baha'i hearts can re
spond to that need and they can learn 
how to serve." 

The younger children took part in a 
variety of activities including a "nature 
hike." They enjoyed an afternoon in 
the kitchen baking cookies and a large 

Left: Jane Fai/y, a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Canada, 

"bread-person" which was the hit of 
their Sunday morning party, at which 
they shared the products of their en
deavors. 

The musical presentations at Green 
Lake are always splendid, and this year 
was no exception. 

The friends enjoyed music by gui
tarist Mark Spittal; singers Phyllis 
Peterson, Becky Rice, Jill Simon, 
George Davis, Donna Kime, and 
"Songstone," a quartet from Milwau
kee, Wisconsin; pianist Mark Ochu; 
and the santour-piano duo of Kiu 
Haghighi and Rosamond Brenner. 

Also greatly appreciated were elo
quent speeches by three young Baha'is, 
Erin Bodan, Errol Doris Jr. and Saba 
Firoozi; and dramatic performances by 
. .\nne Atkinson, ~1ichelle Broussaid 
and Gregory Gaboo. 

Following Saturday evening's ses
sion, many of the friends gathered at 
the Green Lake Barn for a gala dance 
and costume party, "Everybody Loves 
Saturday Knight." whose theme was 
medieval but whose music was defi
nitely modern. 

Many of the friends came dressed as 
their favorite medieval "pun," and en
joyed dancing and fellowship far into 
the "knight." 

.t 
/ 

addresses the conference. Right: Let's 
see if you're ticklish! 

The Green Lake 'bread-person, ' fresh
ly baked by the children, is cut infO 
more manageable pieces by parents 
and other adults before the Saturday 
morning party at which he was the 
main attraction. 
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The world 

Gathering focuses on equality of sexes 

Fostering equality between the sexes 
was the focus of consultation held Au
gust 14-15 at the Baha'i International 
Community's offices in New York City 
at which members of the United Na
tions Representative's Office and the 
Public Information Office staff met 
with representatives of the National 
Spiritual Assemblies of Canada and 
the United States. Also taking part 
were several development specialists 
who contributed to the effort to set 
agendas and establish relationships 
among Baha'i agencies on the issue of 
the advancement of women. 

The Baha'i International Communi
ty has established the topic of equality 
of men and women as a top priority for 
the remainder of the Six Year Plan. A 

Panama 

, 
Pictured during its dedication cere
mony last February 28 is the Muhdjir 
Institute building at the Guaymi Cul
tural Center in Boca de Soloy, Pa
nama. About 3,000 Guaymies attended 
with representatives of the government 
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recent focus statement from the BIC 
says in part: " ... There are no 
grounds, moral, practical or biolog
ical, upon which the denial of full 
equality between the sexes can be justi
fied. Reflecting the key role which the 
Baha'i teachings envision women play
ing in the achievement of world peace. 
the Community will give a high priority 
to this aspect of its work." 

The session in New York marked the 
first attempt to address that statement. 
and was judged by participants to be 
extremely successful. Topics raised in
cluded: 

• The importance of men's activities 
in bringing about equality between the 
sexes. 

• The need to identify specialists and 

of Panama, general chiefs from three 
provinces, and people from nine in
digenous tribes in six countries. The 
entire ceremony was broadcast live on 
radio. 

institutions within the worldwide Ba
ha'i community to assist efforts at the 
UN and elsewhere. 

• The importance of focusing the 
Baha 'j International Community's ef
forts on the Third World where needs 
are clear and immediate. 

• The need to promote scholarly 
study of women's issues within and 
outside the Baha'i community. 

Those taking part in the consultation 
were Dr. Victor de Araujo, Mary Sa
wicki and Paul Ojermark of the BIC's 
UN Office; Counsellor Wilma Brady, 
administrator-general of the New York 
and Geneva offices of the BIC; Gio
vanni Ballerio from the Geneva office; 
Hugh Locke and Brad Pokorny of the 
Office of Public Information; Nancy 
Ackerman from the Baha'i National 
Center of Canada; Wallace Carter 
from the U.S. Baha'i Office of Public 
Affairs; Dr. Jane Faily, a member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of Ca
nada; special consultants Thelma Khel
ghati, Mona Grieser and Betty de 
Araujo; and Sara Harrington and 
Claudia Gold from the BIC office in 
New York. 

Leeward Islands 
Antigua was host last August 10-15 

to the first Baha'i Caribbean Youth 
Conference. 

Thirty-one young people from 13 
countries were joined at the conference 
by Counsellor Donald Rogers of Can
ada who was present for much of the 
consultation and shared the Counsel
lors' aspirations for the Caribbean 
youth. 

The main topic of discussion was the 
goals of the Six Year Plan. The prob
lems and rewards of teaching were also 
discussed in depth. 



Japan 

To emphasize the importance of world 
peace and the peace message from the 
Universal House of Justice, the Spir
itual Assembly of Utsonomiya, Japan, 

"The Bridge to World Peace" was 
the theme of Japan's 1987 Baha'i Sum
mer School, held August 7-9 on the is
land of Shikoku and attended by 105 
Baha'is and 10 guests. 

Appropriately, the lovely setting in 
the hills outside the city was in full view 
of "The Great Bridge Over the Inland 
Sea," a 13-km bridge under construc
tion that will introduce rail and vehic
ular transport between Shikoku and 
the main island of Honshu. 

The mayor of Takamatsu, Nobuo 
Waki, attended an evening program at 
the school and gave a sympathetic talk 
on the prospects for world peace. 
Mayor Waki has helped the Baha'is 
many times since receiving a copy of 
the peace statement. 

• 
On August 21-26, the Baha'is ot" 

Nishi Cugoku, Japan, staged an Inter
national Peace Festival in one of the 
largest shopping centers in Yamaguchi 
Prefecture, leading to good public ex
posure for the Faith and the enroll
ments of one adult, three youth and 
four children. 

An exhibit included UNICEF panels 
illustrating the present condition of the 
world; panels with excerpts from the 
peace statement; hand-made illustra
tions of the principles of the Faith; 

sponsored its third annual World 
Peace Day celebration September 20. 
The barbecue picnic, followed by a 
'A1ini Peace Expo, ' was attended by 60 

Japanese haiku poems on themes of 
peace; photographs of Baha'i Holy 
Places, Houses of Worship, and Baha'i 
activities around the world; 90 pictures 
on peace themes drawn by kindergar
ten children; lovely traditional Japa
nese flower arrangements; peace ban
ners, flags and postcards from the Aus
tralian Baha'i Peace Expo; and a dis
play of Baha'i books. 

In addition to the extensive display, 

Sri Lanka 
Every locality in one administrative 

district of Sri Lanka was opened to the 
Faith by the Anwer Cadir Teaching 
Project which began in January 1987 in 
the Kegalle District. 

The campaign, named in honor of 
an early Baha'i in Sri Lanka who died 
in 1981, was begun by the Anwer Cadir 
family and is funded and supported by 
local Baha'is. 

One special aspect of the campaign 
has been the consistent effort to con
tact local officials, proclaim the Faith, 
and deliver copies of the peace state
ment before proceeding to teach in the 
villages. As a result, in some cases 
these same dignitaries have embraced 
the Faith. 

Among the 217 people enrolled so 

people, 37 of whom were not Bahd'is. 
Besides the Mini Expo, the program in
cluded prayers, songs and messages of 
peace. 

which filled 2,000 square feet of floor 
space, a variety of events held all week 
were attended by 200 people. 

Outstanding among these were per
formances Saturday and Sunday by 
Janet Maloney, a Baha'i from Tokyo 
who is a nationally known television 
personality. 

There were also daily showings of 
the video tape "The Promise of World 
Peace." 

far during the campaign are members 
of local government, school teachers 
and principals, physicians and post
masters. 

The National Spiritual Assembly has 
appointed a Regional Teaching Com
mittee to help consolidate these vic
tories. 

Spain 
One hundred-seventy Persian-speak

ing Baha'is, some from other coun
tries, met recently in Liria, Spain, for 
the first Persian Baha'i School to be 
held in that country. 

Counsellor Adib Taherzadeh was 
present, and a special message" from the 
National Spiritual Assembly was read. 
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Poland 

The 72nd Universal Esperanto Con
gress was held July 25-August 1 in 
\\' arsaw, Poland, the birthplace of Dr. 
Ludwig Zamenhof (1859-1917) who in
vented the Esperanto language 100 
years ago. 

Forty-five Baha'is from 16 countries 
were among the 6,000 Esperantists, 
mostly from Eastern Europe, who at
tended the Congress. The Baha'is came 
principally from Europe-Belgium, 
France, Finland, Greece, Ireland, Ita
ly, Luxembourg, Sweden, Switzerland 
and the United Kingdom-with the 
largest group, 19, coming from the 
Federal Republic of Germany. Other 
countries represented by the Baha'is 
were the Central African Republic, Ice
land, Japan, Togo, and the United 
States. 

Dr. Wendy Heller, author of Lidia: 
The Life of Lidia Zamenhof, Daughter 
of Esperanto, presented a talk at which 
some 750 people were given copies of 
an article by Dr. Zamenhof's daughter, 
Lidia, entitled "Bahaiismo: Religio de 
Paco." Another meeting, which in
cluded a slide program and discussion 
of the Faith, drew an audience of 250. 

Members of the administrative com
mittee of Bahaa Esperanto-Ligo ar
ranged for an information desk and 
display of Baha'i publications in Es
peranto in the main hall of the Palace 
of Science and Culture in Warsaw, and 
also arranged for the sale of Baha') 
literature at the official Congress 
bookshop. About 3,000 copies of "The 
Pathway to Peace" were given out as 
well as 4,000 copies of a shortened ver
sion of the Universal House of Jus
tice's peace statement. In all, some 
5,000 Baha'i books in Esperanto were 
either sold or presented as gifts. 

Reports from several participants 
agree on the overwhelming interest 
shown the official Baha') exhibit, 
observing that serious inquiries about 
the Faith had never before been so nu
merous at an Esperanto Congress. 

Plans are under way for Baha') par
ticipation in the next Universal Con
gress to be held in Rotterdam in 1988. 

• 
The 43rd Esperanto Youth Con

gress, held July 17-24 in Krakow, 
Poland, was attended by about 1,500 
people from countries around the 
world. Among them were 13 Baha'is 

Pictured are some of the 45 Bahd't's 
from 16 countries who attended the 
72nd Universal Esperanto Congress 

from Europe and two from Africa. 
The Baha'i youth met several times 

during the Congress for prayers and 
consultation. 

On the morning of July 19, a lecture 
to be given on the Faith was announced 
at the plenary session. About 100 peo-

Costa Rica 
Five Baha') professionals visited 

Costa Rica last July to take part in a 
seminar on Family Education for 
Peace at the University for Peace in 
San Jose. 

Dr. Hossain Danesh, a psychiatrist 
from Canada who is secretary of that 
country's National Spiritual Assembly. 
read a paper titled "Educational Dy
namics in the Family and their Impact 
on Raising Peace-Loving Children." 

Other Baha'is who presented papers 
on related topics were Dr. John Wood
all, a psychiatrist from California; 
Mrs. Meredith Norwood, a school psy
chologist from Texas; Dr. Homa Mah
moudi, a sociologist from California: 
and Dr. Richard DaBell, a clinical psy
chologist, also from California. 

More than 200 people, less than half 
of whom were Baha'is, attended the 

last July 25-August I at the Palace of 
Culture and Science in Warsaw, Po
land. 

pie came to hear the talk by Dietrich 
Weidmann, and afterward asked many 
interesting questions. 

One of the Congress-goers noted 
during the International Evening that 
the Baha'i group was the only one 
comprised of people of various races. 

lecture series, which was co-sponsored 
by the Society of Friends (Quakers). 

At a public meeting at the Baha') 
National Center, Mrs. Norwood spoke 
on "The Family as Peace-Maker." 

The Baha') National Education 
Committee sponsored a one-day Fam
ily Life Institute which drew about 90 
people including several Guaymi and 
Bri-Bri Indians. Dr. Woodall spoke on 
"Youth and the Vision of Love." 

Also speaking at that session were 
Auxiliary Board member Richard Mir
kovich ("Decision-Making in Mar
riage") and Dr. Danesh ("Raising 
Peaceful Children") . 

News of the seminar was carried on 
Peace Satellite Radio, and five news
papers in San Jose publicized the Ba
ha'i-sponsored events held in conjunc
tion with the peace seminar. 
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USSR 
Three Baha'is were among the 2,000 

women who attended the World Con
gress of Women held June 23-27 in 
Moscow, which was called to follow up 
the Nairobi Conference of 1985 to as
sess progress in the "Forward-Looking 
Strategies" adopted at that time. The 
theme of the Moscow conference was 
"Toward 2000 Without Nuclear W eap
ons! For Peace, Equality, and Devel
opment!" 

Lois Hainsworth, a member of the 
Baha'i community of Great Britain, 
was the sole Observer for the National 
Council of Women of Great Britain. 
Also attending were two American 
women, Juana Conrad and Dr. Homa 
Mahmoudi, both from California. 

Soviet General Secretary Mikhail 
Gorbachev addressed the Congress at 
its opening session in the Kremlin 
Palace. 

It is women, he said, who more fully 
and feelingly perceive the absolute 
priority that preserving peace has 
above everything else. 

"The status of women," said \1r. 
Gorbachev, "is a barometer of the 
level of democracy of any state. an in
dicator of hov,,' much respect is given to 
human rights. Women have taken up 
the cause of peace in earn.est. And they 
are a great, inspiring, creative and 
wonderful force." 

No resoluticns we:e macte at the 
Congress and no vote~ taken. The ncor 
was open to anyone who wished to 

speak at all Commissions and Topic 
Centre meetings, which participants 
were free to attend at will. 

While the three Baha'i women at
tended different meetings during the 
five-day Congress, all attended a ses
sion on Religious Women which sur
prised the 0rganizer, by drawing 150 
women to a room where only 2~ or so 
had been expected. 

New Zealand 
Baha'i men in New Zealand emu

lated their Baha'i sisters by gathering 
in "a growing spirit of unity" in the 
heart of the tribal area of Ngati Tu
wharetoa where the first National 
Women's Hui (Conference) was held in 
February 1987. 

Participants reported that they are 
"learning to take our rightful place in 
an ever-advancing civilization." 

Fiji 
The Lomaivuna Baha'i Kindergarten 

opened its doors last July 28 as an of
ficial school registered with the Fiji 
Department of Education. 

The school, founded by Philippa 
Waisu with help from Moce Waisu, 
had been functioning for nearly five 
years in an unofficial capacity as a pre
school. 

Moce Waisu now teaches at the 
school while working on pre-school 
teacher training at an extension of the 
Cniversity of the South Pacific. 

A traditional "Sevu Sevu" cere
mony was held at the inauguration, to 
which parents and children were in-

Nigeria 

Members of the 'Baha'I' Peace Mak
ers,' a football (soccer) team from 
Oghara, Nigeria, are introduced to the 
general manager of a local industry 
that sponsored the team during a local 
government soccer competition last 

vited. 
A government pre-school field of

ficer, the secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, and the National 
Assembly'S education coordinator-all 
women-were seated in positions of 
honor, entertained by the children, and 
served the traditional kava by the men 
of Lomaivuna. 

One participant noted that, consid
ering the Fijian culture, it was signifi
cant that men were serving women in 
this age-old ceremony of respect and 
welcome. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Fiji hopes to open one new pre-school 
during each year of the Six Year Plan. 

June. The company provided red jer
seys bearing the team's name and a 
nine-pointed star. The Peace Makers 
lost in the semifinals but won the 
hearts of many through their good 
sportsmanship. 
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United Nations 

'Grave concern' over rights in Iran 

On December 7, the United Nations 
General Assembly approved a resolu
tion that expresses its "grave concern" 
over allegations of continued human 
rights violations in Iran. 

The measure, which was passed by a 
vote of 64-22. mentions specifically 
Iran's persecution of Baha'is and calls 
for a continued investigation of the 
human rights situation in Iran. 

The Baha'i International Communi
ty was quick to praise the General As
sembly for its action. 

"This makes dear that the world 
community refuses to accept the Iran
ian government's ongoing persecution 
of the Baha'is," said Paul Ojermark, a 
Baha'i representative at the United Na
tions. "It will be a great comfort to the 
Baha'is in Iran to know that they have 
not been forgotten." 

Such international sllpport, he said, 
"is the only means of security for the 
300.000 Baha'is in Iran . 

.. Persecllted ~olely for their religious 
belieh. the Baha 'is are treated as . non
persons' by the Iranian government 
and have no protection under that 
country's constitution. an open door te 
genocide ... 

Resolutions 'iuch as this one. said 
:\1r. Ojermark. "tell the Iranian gov
ernment that it cannot abuse its Baha'i 
citizens with impunity. 

"We believe that this kind at sup
port has been a key factor in prevent
ing the \\hole~ak elimination of the 
Baha'i community of Iran. Co-spon
sors and member-states who supported 
the resolution have our deepest grati
tude." 

The Gencral-\,sembly vote followed 
approval ,1f the resolution two \\eeks 
earlier h\ the LV.;; Third Committee. 

That committee. which is composed 
of the entire membership of the Gen
eral A"sembly. concerns itself with so
cial issue' including human rights. 

The flags of many nations wave out
side the United Nations headquartEt"s 

On November 27, the Third Com
mittee approved the resolution by a 
\ote of 58-22. paving the way for the 
General Assembly vote. 

In 1985 and 1986, both the Third 
Committee and the General :\ssembly 
passed 5imilar resolutions on the 
human rights situation in Iran. As was 
the case this year. those measures sin
gled out the Baha'is as a noteworthy 
ca~e of the per.,ecution of minorities in 
I r;ln. 

~ince the present Iranian govern
ment came to po\\er in 1979. more 
than 200 Baha'ls have been executed, 
killed or disappeared. 

ewe 

building in New York City. 

Hundreds more have been imprison
ed, while tens of thousands have lost 
their jobs, homes and property and 
have been denied the opportunity for 
an education. 

Five Baha'is have been executed in 
Iran this year, a lower number than in 
previous years. 

The Baha'i International Communi
t\ and the L .5. National Spiritual As
sembly have attributed the decrease to 
<'(tion,> ,u(h as December's vote by the 
General Assembly and other forms of 
international pressure brought to bear 
on the government ot Iran. 
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Community development 

Baha'i community as model for change 

Evolutionary thinking permeates the 
literature of the Baha'i Faith and, from 
it~ beginning, has influenced the world
view and practice of the Baha'i com
munity. The community's experience 
as an evolving global society is exam
ined. Its organic nature and unique sys
tem of organization are described with 
special reference to the dynamic inter
relations between the processes of 
change and constancy operating in its 
e\·olution. These processes are illm
trated by reference to the ob!'>erved 
elasticity of administrative function
ing, the relationship between member 
and community, the response it ha~ 
made worldwide to external threat in 
the form of the current wave of per
secution directed against its members 
in Iran, and the nature of the commu
nity's expansion. 

The 1985 statement on peace I issued 
by the Universal House of Justice, the 
international governing body of the 
Baha'i Faith, has been well described 
as an example of evolutionary think
ing.2 By specifying the attainment by 
humanity of its maturity and unity as 
essential prerequisites to peace, the 
document links the realization, indeed 
the inevitability, of peace to the over
all direction of historical development 
toward a global unity. The method of 
approach it outlines accords with the 
mode of historical development by 
underscoring the possibility of con
sciously choosing action alternatives 
that are consonant with evolution's 

This paper, "The Baha '{ Communi
ty as a Model for Social Change, " was 
written by Dr. Janet Khan of the Re
search Department at the Baha'I' /,f'orld 
Centre in Haifa, Israel, and was pre
sented last June at the 31st annual 
meeting of the International Society 
for General Sysrems Research in Buda
pest, Hungary. 
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We will examine here the ex
perience of the Baha'i communi
ty as an evolving global society 
in microcosm, with special at
tention to the principles and 
mechanisms of change and con
stancy that operate in the evolu
tion of this community. 

preferred direction. thereby determin
ing the course of the coming bifurca
tion. 

Evolutionary concepts permeate Ba
ha'i literature and practice. We will ex
amine here the experience of the Baha'i 
community as an evolving global socie
ty in microcosm, with special attention 
to the principles and mechanisms of 
change and constancy that operate in 
the evolution of this community. In 
order to provide a context for this dis
cussion, it is necessary to address brief
ly the question of the over-all direction 
of historical development. 

Laszl03 and others have identified 
patterns in history that are consistent 
with the general direction and the dom
inant dynamics of the evolution of life 
in the biosphere and of matter in the 
cosmos. The pattern indicated is irre
versible, progressive but non-linear. 
with fluctuations yet an over-all as
cending tendency. Teilhard de Chardin 
conceptualized the evolving organiza
tion of humankind on the planet as 
moving toward a "single, major or
ganic unity." 4 

The writings of the founder of the 
Baha'i Faith likewise view the progress 
of history in terms of the evolution. 
through stages of infancy and adoles
cense to adulthood, of increasing levels 
of human capacity and maturity. This 
e\'olution toward maturity has its 
counterpart in the increasingly com-

r;ex organization of human society 
\\ hich, starting with the family in prim
i::\e times, has evolved successively in
to the tribe, the city-state and the na
!lon. The culmination of this process is 
the unification of the whole world 
which will signalize the "coming of age 
of the entire human race" and mark 
. ':he last and highest stage in the ... 
e\olution of man's collective life on 
this planet.·' < 

Baha'is ascribe a civilizing function 
1(' religion. To them, the course of his
tory is, in large part, shaped by inter
mittent providential intervention with
in the historical process itself. The Ba
ha'j concept of progressive revelation 
establishes the major pattern of history 
to consist of the advent of divine edu
cators, the founders of the world's 
great religious systems, and the ad
\'ance in civilization their appearance 
e\·okes. Their seminal teachings and 
creative impulse, when translated into 
constructive action, unlock individual 
potential and stimulate social develop
ment. Baha'u'llah, the founder of the 
Baha'i Faith, whose teachings are de
signed to promote global unity and 
world order, is the most recent of these 
educators, -and as such, fits into this 
historical process. 
The Baha '{ communitJ'-an organism 

The Baha'j community consists of 
some three to four million people 
drawn from diverse nations, cultures, 
classes and creeds engaged in a wide 
varietv of activities serving the spir
itual, 'social and economic needs of the 
peoples of many lands. It is a global 
community which, far from seeing it
self as already complete and self-suffi
cient, is embarked on an infinite series 
of experiments at the local, national 
and international levels in its efforts to 
realize the vision of mankind's oneness 
which it finds in the writings of its 
founder. It has been described as "a 

--------------------------------......... . 



single social organism, representative 
of the diversity of the human family, 
conducting its affairs through a system 
of commonly accepted consultative 
principles." : 

As an organic unit, the community's 
functioning is characterized by a 
holistic orientation toward growth, the 
interdependence of its elements, an in
creasing complexi ty, di versi ty and 
order associated with maturation, and 
the development of new functions aris
ing from the transformation and reor
ganization of the elements within the 
system. 

A unique feature of the Baha'i com
munity is its system of organization 
which functions both to increase its co
hesion and facilitate its expansion. The 
system, known as the Baha'i Adminis
trative Order, derives its legitimacy, its 
prescribed structure, and the proce
dures for its formation, perpetuation 
and operation from the writings of the 
Baha'i Faith. It is viewed as represent
ing the nucleus and pattern of a ne\~ 

social order destined to bring about the 
unification of mankind. The principal 
institutions of the Administrative Or
der already exist and function as an in
tegral part of the international Baha 'f 
community. In brief, they comprise 
elected assemblies of consultation 
operating at the local, national and in
ternational le\els of society, and in
clude institutions, devoid of decision
making power. that function in a stim
ulatory, counseiing and advisory r(lie 
to the community. 

The institutions of the Administra
tive Order are organic in nature an': 
operate with the consciousness of evo
lutionary patterns. For example, in re
lation to the elected assemblies, it is en
visaged that they will add to their pres
ent functions those powers, duties an': 
prerogatives commensurate with the 
growing maturity of the communw. 
and its increasing interaction with [he 
world at large. 
The dynamic relationship between COI?-

5can(~V and change 
The Baha 'f social order accommo

dates change and constancy within the 
over-all limits of preserving the unitv 
and identity of the community. On the 
one hand, the spiritual principies, la\\, 
and teachings of the Faith, and the pat
tern of the Administrative Order COD

stitute the bases for the maintenance 0;' 

order. On the other, progress, which is 

characterized as one of the dordi
nances of God" 6, is an important 
value and underlies the Baha'i world
\iew. 

In relation to the nature of Baha'i 
law, while certain fundamental rrin
ciples remain unchanged until recast by 
the next divine educator, subsidiary 
laws may be modified according to the 
exigencies of time and local conditions. 
Similarly, spiritual principles designed 
to produce stability promote change by 
inducing an attitude, an aspiration, 
which facilitates the discovery of prac
tical solutions to social problems. In 
addition, while the pattern of the Ad
ministrative Order is specified, given 
the organic nature of its institutions, 
and the organic nature of the Baha'i 
community itself, there is flexibility 
both in the way it evolves and the man
ner in which its provisions are imple
mented. 

In broad behavioral terms, change is 
promoted through such means as the 
exercise of individual will and effort. 
through education, the transformation 
of individual and group behavior to ac
cord with spiritual principle, coopera
tive activity, the practice of consulta
(ion as a means of group decision
making, and the fostering of diversity 
within the framework of unity and rec
iprocity. 

The mechanisms promoting constan
cy and change within the Baha'i com
munity are inextricably linked. Sllme 
examples will serve to illustrate the 
complexitv of the interrelationship: 

I. There is an elasticity observed in 
the functioning of the 32,000 elected 
assemblies that are operating in towns 
and villages throughout the world. 
These institutions are charged with 
stimulating, unifying and coordinating 
[he activities of the Faith in their par
ticular area of jurisdiction. While con
forming to the essential o\er-all pat
tern of the Administrative Order. the 
actual practice of these assemblies will 
depend on their levels of development 
and experience, and on the cultural 
context of their activities. Both the in
tellectual and the illiterate can function 
effectively as members of such institu
tions. The existence of the pattern en
sures basic unity in administrative ac
tivity. It also permits and fosters maxi
mum diversity by accommodating the 
backgrounds and needs of the partici
pants rather than reducing all to one 

common denominator. In addition, 
adherence to pattern encourages decen
tralization of governance, increases re
sponsiveness to the grass-roots, en
courages local initiative, and strength
ens the degree of interdependence with 
the Baha'i community as a whole. The 
manner in which this pattern operates 
is somewhat reminiscent of the opera
tion of linguistic rules. Such rules not 
only facilitate orderly communication 
but also open up "new realms of activ
ity." -

The processes outlined above are 
clearly demonstrated in the involve
ment of growing numbers of local as
semblies in projects of social and eco
nomic development. Such projects are 
initiated in the local area. They are the 
outgrowth of the consultative process, 
responsive to grass-roots needs, and 
employ local resources. When local re
sources are insufficient, because of the 
organic nature of the Baha'i communi
ty as a whole, the local assembly may 
draw from the larger pool of resources 
and expertise, available at the national 
and international levels. 

2. The relationship between the indi
vidual member and the community 
provide~ another cogent example. Both 
the individual and the community are 
motivated by a common set of values, 
endea\or co act in accord with those 
values. and are open to input from out
side the 'ystem. The values and actions 
of each are potentially mutually sup
poni .. e anci reinforcing. The de\elop
ment of individual talents, abilities and 
increased :apacity accrue to the benefit 
of the community. Similarly, the devel
opment or the community reinforces 
and further encourages individual in
itiative. The outcome is the enrichment 
of both individual and community and 
the pos~ibility of more complex activity 
consiqent \\ ith the greater maturity 
and a\aii.1bility of diversified re
sources. 

The,:o;l.:~rted efforts of the Baha'i 
communitv and its individual members 
to achieve full equality between the 
sexes is an example of the operation of 
the processes described above. Indivi
duals strive to put the principle of 
equality into practice in their daily 
lives. The .:ommunity supports such ei
ions by arranging activities to iocus at
tention on the importance of the prin
ciple and by harnessing the newly de
veloped skills of both women and men 
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for the service of the community. 
3. Since its inception, the Baha'i 

Faith has been subject to periodic out
breaks of persecution in Iran, the land 
of its origin. The most recent attack 
began in 1979 and continues to the 
present. In this period more than 200 
Baha'is have been killed, most of them 
members of the elected institutions of 
the Faith. Many have been subjected to 
torture, and the majority have been de
prived of fundamental human rights 
including the means to earn a living 
and the right to an education. The Ba
ha'i Administrative Order was banned 
in 1983. The response of the Baha'i 
community to this external threat illus
trates its adaptation through reorgani
zation. 

Within the Iranian Baha'i communi
ty, the response, dictated by adherence 
to the principle of political non-in
volvement, served to preserve its iden
tity and to increase its social cohesion. 

The response of the global Baha'i 
community, also dictated by principle 
and coordinated by the 148 national as
semblies elected worldwide, consists of 
a vigorous campaign to draw attention 
to the violation of human rights 
through appeals to governments, the 
agencies of the United Nations, various 
humanitarian bodies, approaches to 
the media, and the general mobiliza
tion of public opinion. Such actions re
quired, and continue to require, the 
development of new skills, capacities 
and responses on the part of the na
tional assemblies, extended their con
tact with the world at large, and re
sulted in an over-all higher level of ad
ministrative functioning. 

4. The expansion of the Baha'i com
munity follows to some extent the 
"necessary and critical chain of 
events" articulated by Ferguson in re
lation to social transformation. In her 
view, the process is triggered by in
dividuals "who care deeply about so
cial change, who find each other," and 
then devise ways to "foster paradigm 
shifts in others." Using means that are 
"as bonorable as (the) ends," they de
velop new strategies which, in the long 
term, may well "set off a reordering of 
the whole system." 8 The process of 
change is the goal that is pursued. 

Within the Baha'i community this 
transformation is also facilitated by the 
Administrative Order which channels 
individual initiative and energy into 
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collective, planful action, providing yet 
another example of the specified pat
tern promoting orderly change. The 
typical growth flow involves an indi
vidual Baha'i settling in an area where 
there are no other Baha'is, finding 
other like-minded persons, and form
ing a loosely organized group. The 
group members collaborate in their ef
forts, and when the membership is 
large enough a local assembly is 
elected. The same progressive unfold-

When local resources are insuffi
cient, because of the organic 
nature of the Baha'i community 
as a whole, the local assembly 
may draw from the larger pool 
of resources and expertise, avail
able at the national and interna
tional levels. 

ment is pursued in other localities with
in a country. When there are a suffi
cient number of local assemblies, a na
tional assembly is elected. Similarly, 
when in 1963 there were some 56 na
tional assemblies throughout the 
world, the Universal House of Justice 
was elected. 

The expansion of the Baha'i com
munity that is pursued is not purely 
numerical, but given the Baha'i com
mitment to establishing the unity of the 
human family and world order, sys
tematic attention is given to diversify
ing the community and to nurturing 
the minorities into full participation. 
This diversification, in turn, increases 
the unity of the community and en
ables it to undertake new functions. 

With regard to the evolution of 
world order, the administrative func
tioning of the Baha'i community pro
vides an example of in-built flexibility 
and increasing differentiation and 
complexity of function. It demon
strates a growing consolidation of the 
interdependence of the various ele
ments of the international Baha'i com
munity, e.g., the implementation of 
joint projects to standardize the trans
lation of Baha'i literature into the 
Quechua language. Such collaborative 
projects are initiated by the national 
assemblies and often are coordinated 
by the Universal House of Justice. In 
addition, commensurate with its size 

and maturity, the Baha'i community is 
becoming more involved with the 
world at large. Examples of such in
volvement include the initiation of so
cial and economic development activ
ities, and contacts with governments 
and international agencies. The latter 
were initially undertaken as part of a 
global strategy to deflect the persecu
tions of the Baha'is in Iran, and, more 
recently, in connection with making 
known the Baha'i approach to the at
tainment of peace. 

The Baha'i community is embarked 
on the erection of a social system that 
is "at once progressive and peaceful, 
dynamic and harmonious, a system 
giving free play to individual creativity 
and initiative but based on cooperation 
and reciprocity." I It might well be 
studied not only as a model for social 
change but as an experiment in the 
facilitation of evolutionary change to
ward a truly global community. 
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United Kingdom 

London host to Publishers' Conference 

More than 40 delegates from 24 fendi. 
agencies took part in an International 
Baha'i Publishers' Conference held 
October 27-30 in London, England. 

The delegates, from five continents, 
represented 19 national Baha'i pub
lishers and five independent publish
ers. 

Invitations were extended to all Ba
ha'i English-language publishers and 
publishers in Europe .. 

David Hofman, a member of the 
Universal House of Justice, gave the 
keynote address at the conference, 
which was called, in part, to mark the 
50th anniversary of the Baha'i Publish
ing Trust of the United Kingdom. 

In his address, Mr. Hofman recalled 
that the impetus for the creation of the 
Baha'i Publishing Trust in the Cnited 
Kingdom, which was also the first Pub
lishing Trust in the world, was the need 
to make available the books written by 
the Hand of the Cause of God George 
Townshend. 

Mr. Hofman also told the delegates: 
"You are engaged in the greatest un
dertaking possible-the dissemination 
of the Word of God." 

Opening night ceremonies were also 
highlighted by the presentation of a 
bust of Mr. Townshend to the Publish
ing Trust of the United Kingdom by its 
National Spiritual Assembly. 

The bust was accepted on behalf of 
the Publishing Trust by John Long. 
who served for many years as general 
manager of the Trust in England. 

Adib Taherzadeh, a member of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors for 
Europe, spoke at the conference's 
opening plenary session. 

His talk dealt with the Six Year Plan 
goal of "a worldwide increase in the 
translation, production. distribution 
and use of Baha'i literature." 

He also set one of the themes of the 
conference by calling for a renewed 
emphasis on the writings of Shoghi Ef-

"You can read all the WrItIngs of 
Baha'u'lhih and 'Abdu'l-Baha, but 
you will not fully understand the Faith 
until you have read the writings of 
Shoghi Effendi," he said. 

Later in the conference a cable was 
received from the Universal House of 
Justice in which the Supreme Body 
pointed to the "value and significance 
of the role that Baha'i publishing agen
cies play. . . ." 

It also said, "We look forward ea
gerly to the report of your gathering 
and particularly your recommenda
tions for an unprecedented increase in 
the availability of the Baha'i writings 
whose capacity to uplift, heal, inspire 
and direct is the very bedrock of all our 
teaching efforts." 

Conference sessions were marked by 
a warm spirit of cooperation and shar
ing of information. One session includ
ed short presentations from each pub
lisher; others were devoted to the edi
torial process in Baha'i publishing, co
publishing, the international distribu
tion of Baha'i literature, the technical 
and financial aspects of the production 
of books, audio-visual materials, the 
relationship between independent pub
lishers and Baha'i institutional publish
ers, and future directions in publish
ing. 

Smaller discussion groups were held 
on specific topics. 

The plenary sessions and smaller ses
sions produced a number of recom
mendations including a greater ex
change of information among Baha'i 
publishers, co-publishing, publishing 
in multiple languages to lower costs, 
holding similar publishing conferences 
on a regular basis, and other specific 
recommendations that are being for
warded to the Universal House of Jus
tice. 

The closing session included the an
nouncement of the creation of the 

A bust of the Hand of the Cause of 
God George Townshend which was 
presented to the Baha'( Publishing 
Trust of the United Kingdom for its 
many years of service to the Baha'I' 
community throughout the world. 

George Townshend Literature Award, 
to be presented every two years to the 
author and publisher of the book that 
does most to contribute to the lit
erature on the Baha'i Faith. 

The initial award was made to 
George Ronald, Publisher, to honor its 
40 years as a publisher of Baha'i books 
including many by George Townshend 
himself. 
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Peru 

One youth's memorable 'year of service' 

Every night for about a week before 
I left California for Peru I would haw 
:he same dream: I am running in a 
Imh, green \'alley, and suddenly I ar
ri\'e at a cliff. I've picked up speed. so I 
.:an·t stop at the precipice; instead. I 
must keep going and simply ha\'e faith 
that I will sur\'i\'e through whatever 
awaits me at the edge. And that i~ how 
I anticipated my year in South Amer
i.:a. I thought of it a~ a totall\ un
t;nO\\D land. fuJ] of stranger~ Wilh 
~trange habit~. strange customs and a 
strange language-and that was the 
abyss into which I wa~ jumping in my 
dream. 

Little did I know that what actually 
lay ahead of me was a year filled with 
the richest experiences, dearest friends, 
incredible cultures, learning two new 
languages (Spanish and Portuguese), 
and undreamed-of opportunities to 
sen'e and to deepen in the Faith. Hav
ing been able to serve the Faith in new 
capacities, both on an administrati\e 
and personal level, and finding my 
abilities constantly expanded and 
tested, I began to realize the bases for 
my pre-Latin America anxieties. I 
didn't really understand one of the 
most basic principles of the Faith. a 
principle mentioned at every fireside 
and in virtually every teaching en
deavor: that of the oneness of man
kind. 

It sounds so simple, and yet it's so 
profound. Had I truly had faith and an 

This article, "Stepping into South 
America," was written by Homa 
Sabet-Sharghi, a young Bahd'/ from 
Cal{fornia who recently returned from 
a "yOUTh year of sen'ice" in Peru. She 
is presently a senior at UCLA majoring 
in economics/international area 
studies with an emphasis on social and 
economic development in the Third 
World. 
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understanding of thi~ concept, fear~ 

about pioneering or going abroad 
\\ ould have been quickly dispelled. 
Think about it: if we truly accepted this 
idea. going to a "strange land" full of 
"qrange people" would not even be a 
pan of our consciousness. It would 
simply be going to a different spot on 
the globe, enjoying a new culture, en
riching one's mind and heart with fresh 
ideas, meeting brothers and sisters who 
arrarcntly ha\(~ quite different li\'ing 
conditions but who share a universe of 
commonalities with us, even discover
ing more about who we really are
finding out about our "true selves" 
a:ld opening and filling spaces in our 
hearts and souls we never knew existed. 
This brings to mind a statement by the 
Gua,dian about the profundity of this 
basic principle: 

"Let there be no mistake. The prin
ciple of the Oneness of Mankind-the 
pivot round which all the teachings of 
Baha'u'llah revolve-is no mere out
burst of ignorant emotionalism or an 
expression of vague and pious hope. Its 
appeal is not to be rr.erely identified 
with a reawakening of the spirit of 
brotherhood and good-will among 
men, nor does it aim solely at the fos
tering of harmonious cooperation 
among individual people and nations. 
It~ implications are deeper, its claims 
greater than any which the Prophets of 
old were allowed to advance .... It im
plies an organic change in the structure 
of present-day society, a change such 
as the world has not yet experi
enced ... .It represents the consum
mation of human evolution .... " 
(The I,Forld Order of Bahd'u'l/dh, 1965 
edition. pp. 42-43) 

I was familiar with this commentary 
of the Guardian's before going to 
South America, yet now it has taken on 
a new and different meaning for me. 
after having traveled and seen with my 

own eyes some of the implicatiom of 
thi~ principle. All of thi~ also proves to 
me that 10 pioneer and tra\ el teach is 
simpler than our U.S. society allows it 
10 be; the crucial step is internalizing 
this concept of oneness. The opportu
nities are definitely out there to "make 
it. ., both economically and spiritually; 
we simply must make ourselves ready 
10 accept them and to obey our institu
tions \\ho call upon u~ to arise. diver
sif~ our acti\ilies. and. in a sen~e. t(l 

balance the resources of our worldwide 
Baha'j community. 

The implications of this concept ex
tended throughout my eye-opening 
year in South America. It was hard to 
imagine myself going abroad during 
my college years; I felt that leaving for 
a year of sen'ice would be too difficult 
at that poin!. But an incredible oppor
tunity was presented to me, one that 
I'd like to encourage all youth to con
sider. Through my university, the Uni
versity of California at Los Angeles, or 
through the l.J niversity of Indiana or 
the State Uni\'ersity of New York at 
Stony Brook (at which students who 
qualify from any other U.S. college 
may apply), there is a one-year pro
gram of study abroad in Lima, Peru 
(and at other places all over the world) 
at the country's leading university. Not 
only does one study in the native lan
guage, receive credits at his home cam
pus, enrich a resume or graduate 
school application, etc., but he or she 
also serves as an international youth 
pioneer and may represent the Faith on 
campus. Most schools overseas do not 
yet have college clubs or even Baha'i 
students, so your experience and ini
tiative could contribute substantially to 
the recognition of the Faith among 
some of the country's brightest youth. 

The teaching opportunities are truly 
amazing. Most students, although be
coming a bit cynical, are keenly aware 

-
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of the state of the world, concerned 
about the development of their coun
try, the survival of its people, and the 
over-all well-being of humanity. I 
found the awareness and sensitivity of 
the young people I met in South Amer
ica to be generally much sharper and 
more intense than what is commonly 
encountered in the States. Several stu
dents did become Baha'is, now serve 
on local Assemblies and are teaching 
the Faith at the Catholic University 
(where I was studying), whose faculty 
and students are mostly \-larxist. 

The firesides I hosted with another 
youth pioneer became forums for intel
lectual and spiritual discovery among 
both the Peruvian youth and American 
students who had come to Peru in the 
same program under which I was 
studying. Several from the latter group 
are now back in the U.S. and spreading 
the teachings of the Faith on their re
spective campuses. We did receive 
some opposition to our Friday night 
meetings (which actually helped us): 
however, for those who attended our 
"reuniones hogareiias" (firesides). it 
was the "cool" way to spend Friday 
evenings. 

Another opportunity that studying 
in Peru gave me was that of a "summer 
vacation" in December, January and 
February, and thus a chance to travei. 
By land, I first went to southern Chile 
with my dear friend and accomplice in 
the Friday firesides. After a four-day 
journey we arrived at the inauguration 
ceremony for Chile's first Baha'i radio 
station. From that event, we met Ba
ha'is from all over the country who 
graciously opened their homes to us 
and with whom we made unforgettable 
and eternal friendships. After staying 
for a month in Chile, we traveled over
land with two friends from Peru to :\r· 
gentina and Brazil with a stop in Bo
livia. 

It was an incredible trip, one thaI 
made me realize so many things (\; 
which I was not aware about our inter
national Baha'i community. From all 
the friends in every country, from vis
iting classrooms and helping in the gar
dens at the Muhajir and Faizi elemen
tarv schools in Chile to visiting \-lay 
M~xwe\l's grave in Buenos :\ires, 
teaching on the subways and buses, at
tending Feast in Rio de Janeiro, visit
ing Bolivia's Baha'i-run "Universidad 
Nur," talking to youth from every 

Homa Sabet-Sharghi at ihe newly dis
,_'overed Inca ruins of Chan cay. near 

le\el of society and from diverse cul
cures about current social issues, to all 
the adventures in between, I was instill
d with a sense of urgency. understand
ing and, especially. of love and faith. 

I had scarcely returned home to my 
post in Peru when I consulted with ~e\
e,al members of the :"Jational Spiritual 
Assembly and we agreed that before 
my classwork became roo heavy I 
should go for 10 days of service in the 
.-\mazon region to work with the com
munity and its consolidation. The trip 
\\ as grueling at first, as the fast had 
begun and I was not accustomed to the 
:~opical climate and conditions; how
e'. er, it was definitely a most rewarding 
.: ourney. We appeared on several radio 
programs, and the five minutes that the 
mayor of the region's capital city gave 
us to present the peace statement be
came a one and one-half hour meeting 
[hat was ended only because of the 
lines of people outside his office and 
:~e restless bureaucrats who '.:omtantly 
k:-:ocked on his door. Then, with only a 
handful of Baha'is, we taught child
ren's classes and worked on consolidat
ing area villages, many of which were 
touched by Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih 
Khanum's historic "Green Light Ex-

Lima, during her 'youth year of ser
vice' in Peru. 

pedition" more than a decade ago. It 
was ,uch an extraordinary feeling to be 
in a remote village in Peru and to meet 
children with names like Tahirih and 
'-Iabi!. whose families had become Ba
ha'is as a result of traveling teachers. 
and local deepened belie\ers whu are 
nu\\ growing up as Baha'i youth. What 
a confirming feeling to share ham
mocks, plates, ideas and prayers with 
our brothers and sisters in the depths 
of the Amazon! And that is only one 
a~pect among many which taught me 
more about the often-oversimplified 
principle of the oneness of mankind. 

.-\fter returning from the Amazon I 
resumed classes at the uni\ersity. ac
..:ompanied by constant confirmations 
and tests, and soon had to say goodbye 
(fur the time being) to South America. 
'-low I am back in California. ready to 
start school again, but felt that I 
~hould put on paper a few of the mag
ical experiences that came my way. I've 
had to limit greatly what I wanted to 
~hare, but needed to e.xpress ~ome of 
my thoughts in the hope that some of 
you may feel impired to have such an 
experience. It's not that hard to do; 
simply a matter of taking the first step. 
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Easter Island 

Love, sharing among the Rapa N uis 

On February 15, 1987, which hap
pened to be my ninth anniversary as a 
pioneer in Chile, I arrived on Easter 
Island. Little did I suspect as I stepped 
off the plane that I was about to em
bark on one of the most beautiful ex
periences a person has the rare priv
ilege and bounty to receive from God 
during his or her lifetime. 

As is, I was excited because a per
sonal wish I'd had since my early teens 
was now a reality. In junior high 
school I dreamed of becoming an arch
aeologist and uncovering the secrets of 
ancient civilizations. I read everything 
I could related to that field of study. 
Two books that I read were Thor Hey
erdahl's Kon Tiki and Aku Aku, and I 
remember having thought how much 
I'd like to go to this island some day. 
Now, several decades and a new Baha'i 
life later, my wish was being granted. 
God had heard and had not forgotten, 
but I had come as one of His teachers 
to help Him raise up a new Divine civ
ilization, not to dig up the old one. 

The Chileans caIl Easter Island "Isla 
de Pascua" in Spanish, and its people 
Pascuenses, whereas the native people, 
who number about 2,550, caIl the is
land "Rapa Nui" (the Big Island) and 
themselves Rapa Nuis. Before the early 
Dutch explorer Jacob Roggeveen ar
rived in 1722, the Rapa Nuis often re
ferred to the island in their Polynesian
based language as "Te Pito" or "Te 
Henia," which means the navel or bel
ly button of the world (their world at 
that time). Sometimes the expression 
"Ki te Rangi" or "Eyes That Look to 
the Heavens" was used because of the 
seven huge "Moais" (statues) near the 
center of the island that look out to the 
Pacific Ocean and slightly upward to 

This account of a teaching trip to 
Easter Island was written by Louise 
Garnett, a pioneer to Valdivia, Chi/e. 
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Before the early Dutch explorer 
Jacob Roggeveen arrived in 
1722, the Rapa Nuis often re
ferred to the island in their Poly
nesian-based language as 'Te 
Pito' or 'Te "enia,' which 
means the navel or belly button 
of the world . . . 

the heavens. The other Moais, placed 
around the shoreline, look inland to 
the seven central Moais. 

Today, for the "comfort-loving" in
habitants of the earth, Easter Island is 
quite materiaIly untouched and natu
ral. Of course, there are potable water, 
electricity, some telephones and other 
modern conveniences, but they are 
quite expensive and hard to come by 
since everything must be shipped or air 
freighted in with the exception of fish 
and other seafoods and some fruits. 
None of the roads are paved, and most 
of the people get around on foot (llost 
12 pounds in 13 days there), on motor
cycles or on horseback. There are some 
Jeeps, trucks, cars and tourist vans. 
but these are relatively few. The cost of 
living is relatively high, and the econ
omy relies heavily on tourism. 

I had come to the island to help Don
ald Van Brunt, a loving and stalwart 
pioneer who has been serving the 
Cause at this remote post for almost 
three years. For 31 years, or since the 
Ten Year Crusade when the Guardian 
raised the caIl, until 1984, this goal was 
not met. Then Don and his wife. 
Marie, who because of family respon
sibilities has not been able physically to 
join him as yet, but who is with him in 
every other way, fulfilled this goal. 

I was lovingly met at the airport by 
Don and a few of the Rapa Nui Baha'is 

who greeted me with the traditional lei, 
hugs and kisses. Among those present 
\\ere Ana Teao (women on the island 
keep their maiden names) and Santiago 
Tepano, a descendant of one of the last 
Rapa Nui chiefs, with whom I would 
be staying during my visit. The Te
panos live a life that is materially poor, 
but rich in so many other ways. Their 
house is one of the most humbly built 
on the island with an outhouse and a 
potable water tap in front. When they 
heard I was coming they prepared 
within the house a separate sleeping 
area and a place for me to bathe for my 
personal privacy and comfort. The 
bathing cubicle had an open space in 
the outer wall through which a hose 
could be passed. 

About an hour and a half before 
sunset on the day of my arrival, the 
T epanos walked with me to the nearest 
.A.hu (a raised temple platform on 
which the Moais are erected), caIled 
Tahai. It is within the village limits of 
Hangaroa, the only community on the 
island. As I've mentioned, I had read 
about this aspect of their former cul
ture, but this still did not prepare me 
for the impact it had on me. I was awed 
not only by the immensity of these 
works, but also by the serenity and 
spiritual vibrations I felt. I recaIled 
from the Writings two things: first, 
how civilizations pass through cycles of 
creativity and building before reaching 
a stage of degeneration and destruc
tion; and second, how there have been 
many greater and lesser prophets but 
there are no written records of them. I 
personally feel that the first chief who 
brought his people to this island was a 
very wise and spiritually enlightened 
human being. There is no doubt from 
the physical evidence that remains, as 
well as from what is known of this past 
society, that it flourished and then the 
degenerative elements set in. It was in 
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this environment that the three of us 
sat down on the Ahu beneath the 
Moais and discussed the Faith for two 
to three hours. This was to be the first 
of many memorable experiences I was 
to have and will always cherish. What 
amazed me, and still does, is that each 
succeeding experience was even more 
spiritually upli fting than. the previous 
one. 

Later that evening, Ana told me how 
happy they were that I had come be
cause they had so many questions they 
wanted answered but Don was unable 
to do so because he did not as yet speak 
enough Spanish. Also, she said she 
hadn't slept well the night before my 
arrival because she and her husband 
were nervous abouJ my possible reac
tion to their humble living conditions. I 
was so moved not only by her concern 
but by everything that had so far hap
pened in eight short hours that I spoke 
from the heart when I said, "Ana, I've 
been received in wealthier homes and 
more humble ones, but the quality that 
is most important in any home is the 
love and kindness of those who live 
there. You have welcomed me with 
both, and I feel I'm in my own home." 
On hearing these words their faces 
radiated the joy they felt, and I could 
see and feel them relax. After that, I 
was not only accepted as a friend, but 
as a member of the family. Later, when 
they learned that my father had been 
on Easter Island in 1942, the doors of 
the Rapa :-.luis' homes were tlung wide 
and I was welcomed as the prodigal 
daughter, sister, niece or cousin who 
had finally come home. 

Oh, how I wish I could share with 
you the details of all the wonderful 
things that happened: the television 
news mentioning my arrival on the is
land; the public meetings where I 
showed my slide program of Baha·l 
Holy Places (although not many at
tended. those who did enjoyed it and 
asked many questions); meeting and 
speaking with Thor Heyerdahl who 
was on the island preparing another 
book and a possible TV special (before 
leaving I arranged for him to receive a 
packet with a few Baha'i pamphlets 
and a copy of the peace statement); vis
iting Anakena Beach which to me is the 
closest thing to a physical paradise that 
I have known outside of the Baha·i 
Holy Places and Temples. But the 
highlight of everything was simply get-

ting to know the people-their joys 
and sorrows, their concerns, their per
sonal tests, triumphs and experiences
the human warmth of true sharing. 

I found the Rapa Nuis to have a 
childlike quality combined with inquis
itive, intelligent minds. They are open. 
trusting (which has brought them much 
suffering in the past at the hands of ex
ploiters), loving, kind, generous, crea
tive, and naturally curious while at the 
same time observant (actions speak 

. . . when they learned that my 
father had been on Easter Island 
in 1942, the doors of the Rapa 
N uis' homes were flung wide 
and I was welcomed as the prod
igal daughter, sister, niece or 
cousin who had finally come 
home. 

louder than words). thoughtful. and 
have a high reasoning capacity espec
ially with things relating to their per
sonal experiences and cultural heritage. 
They want to offer their children a bet
ter life, but they also realize that what 
they have-that is. their more natural 
lifestyle and lovely island-is some
thing that industrialized societies have 
lost. They know that because they are 
few in number they need the protection 
that a larger country can provide. but 
they desire enough autonomy to have 
the last word in any decision or action 
directly affecting the island and its 
development. 

Any Baha'i who goes to Easter Is
land must be aware of the strong intlu
ence of the Catholic Church. much like 
that of the Mormon Church in Utah. I 
suspect that at least 90 per cent of the 
islanders are Catholic; nevertheless. 
Catholicism. while it has succeeded in 
many ways to instill deeply the teach
ings of Christ, has not eradicated some 
of the deep-rooted customs. especially 
those pertaining to love and sexual re
lationships. It is not uncommon to 
meet unwed mothers. couples with sev
eral children who have recently mar
ried. or couples who have lived happily 
together for 20 years or more in what 
we call a common-law marriage in 
which they vowed their love before 
God and asked Him to bless their 
union. 

.. 
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Because few forms of public enter
tainment exist there, the islanders love 
to socialize: visiting family, neighbors 
and friends, getting together for after
noon tea, a birthday party or a barbe
cue. There are no theaters of any kind, 
few clubs, and the local TV broadcasts 
only six hours a day (from 6 p.m. to 
midnight). The most popular social 
pastime is going to one of several local 
discotheques to dance and to drink. 

I was invited to many homes. In 
most cases it was not the proper time to 
speak directly of the Faith, but far 
more important simply to live it. I 
found teaching on the island a refresh
ir.g and delightful experience. The is
landers are full of sincere and search
ing questions. not those that are so 
often asked in a challenging or antago
nistic manner. The teacher must be 
alert at all times and remember to 
watch their eyes while speaking be
cause they often glaze over when they 
stop to ponder something the speaker 
has said. If the teacher does not realize 
what is happening, an important point 
may be missed by the listener and the 
speaker finds he must repeat himself. 
Worse, he might even misinterpret 
what has happened and judge the lis
tener to be stupid or uninterested. The 
islanders have a great capacity to sense 
the truth; their minds retlect, but their 
hearts accept. They must feel the truth 
of the words and the sincerity of the 
one who is speaking them. If the teach
er does not truly believe every word he 
or she is saying, they know it. 

In the States. by the time one enrolls 
in the Faith he usually has investigated 
it over a period of time which has in
cluded reading and studying the Writ
ings, attending firesides and public 
meetings, and knowing at least some
thing about the Administrative Order 
and the various laws. It is a much more 
intellectual approach than that taken 
by many of the Rapa Nuis, who have 
enrolled because their hearts have rec
ognized Baha'u·llah. They enter the 
Faith as newly planted seeds or tender 
sprouts who need to be slowly nurtured 
and cultivated. 

We Baha'is of long standing who 
come from entirely different cultures 
must be careful not to insist or over
feed them too much too soon. The 
teacher must be as patient with them as 
'Abdu'I-Baha and Shoghi Effendi were 
with us in our early years as Baha'is, 
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and water these tender plants gently 
with Baha'u'llah's teachings so that 
their gradual understanding of and 
love for Him will blossom and flourish 
and make them firm in the Covenant. 
Later, little by little. they will take part 
in the manifold a.:ti\'ities of the Faith 
and obey the laws out of their lo\'e for 
God and Baha'u'llah. Let us not make 
the mistake of earlier missionaries; we 
come to bring the teachings of Baha'
u'llah to unite the hearts of human
kind, not to bring the beliefs or life
style of any particular culture. Let us 
unite the hearts with love, as did 'Ab
du'l-Baha, and then prescribe in ap
propriate doses the spiritual medicine 
they need to become healthy. 

The time on Easter Island passed all 
too quickly; my experience was so spir
itually uplifting that J didn't want to 
leave, nor did they, Baha'is or non-Ba
ha'is, want me to: however, my other 
responsibilities made lea\'ing neces
sary. Someday, God willing, I will be 
able to return. J can't now, but hope 
and pray that among those who read 
this there is a Spanish-speaking Baha'i, 
preferably a young man or, even bet
ter, a young couple who would be will
ing to arise and join Don Van Brunt in 
his selfless efforts there. I believe that 
had someone arisen in 1953, the ma
jority of the Rapa Nuis would now be 
Baha'is, and there would be a func
tioning Rapa Nui Baha'i community. 

Why do I believe this? Because of 
two incidents that occurred during my 
visit: first, an indigenous Baha'i said, 
"The teachings of Baha 'u 'llah are so 
beautiful that I want all my people to 
know about them. I want and pray that 
my people and their island will become 
Baha'i." When I heard that, and felt 
the sincerity of her words, it took my 
breath away. Second, a non-Baha'i 
said to me, "I have read several of the 
Baha'i pamphlets. If I had heard of the 
Baha'i Faith and had known of its 
teachings before I became a Mormon, I 
would have become a Baha'i." Having 
prior knowledge that before becoming 
a Mormon he'd had a drinking prob
lem, I replied, "I know that you and 
your family are happy in your new re
ligion, and that is good. Someday you 
may want to become a Baha'i, and you 
will be lovingly welcomed." 

The opportunities on the island are 
many. Who among you will arise to 
join Don, whose intention is to bury 
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One oj the magnificent stone 'Moais' 
(statues) that dot the landscape on 

his bones there. in harvesting these 
waiting souls for Baha'u'llah and rear 
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EaSler Island. 

in turn the spiritual bounties promised 
by Him in this world and the next? 



World Centre 

STATISTICAL UPDATE 
Information provided by the Department of Statistics at the Baha'i World Centre, 

Selected statistics of the Baha'i world community 

World 
Total Africa Americas Asia Australasia Europe 

Continental Counsellors -) 18 17 19 9 9 

Auxiliary Board members 756 198 180 225 81 72 

National Spiritual 
Assemblies J.J8 -B -H 27 17 20 

Countries where the Faith 
is established: 
• Independent countries 166 51 35 37 11 32 

• Dependent territories or 
overseas departments .;.8 6 16 3 13 10 

Local Spiritual :\ssemblies ':_<, -C.J 6.329 6,043 11,519 785 748 

Groups with 9 or more members ~J. , -1')1) -+.673 2,912 16.714 4--' j .. 29 

Groups with fewer than 9 3_:, -5/ ! 2,210 9.253 10.438 810 1,040 

Isolated C entre~ _;~ 5,,; : -' ,409 8 r-" .0 _ 10.168 1,173 1.269 

Localities where Baha 'is 
reside //8,5':6 36.621 26,880 48,839 3.200 3,086 

Indigenous tribeS, rac!;?s , 
and ethnic groups 

~ , .... 1.250 340 250 250 22 _.1. _ 

Language~ into which Baha'i 
literature is translated 5- "",~ 169 169 III 78 

Publishing Trusts ' < 4 3 8 2 8 

Baha'i schools -,9~ 140 103 341 8 0 

Other development projects 5.J'i 146 310 143 19 31 

Total pioneers currently 
in international posts 6, _, <;~ 1.025 1.453 1,316 325 2,275 

International pioneers 
settled in the Six Year Plan 5/':" 95 164 85 60 1 13 
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United Kingdom 

Loving tribute to an intrepid pioneer 

Dr. Aziz Na\'idi was a remarkable 
man, loved and respected by all who 
knew him. Although in his capacity as 
an international lawyer he spoke with 
presidents and kings, he always re
mained humble and self-effacing. He 
brought about constitutional changes 
in many countries to secure freedom of 
worship for millions and protection for 
the Baha'is in particular. He was a 
masterful lawyer and a consummate 
diplomat, and above all he was com
pletely devoted to the Cause. 

Aziz Navidi was born in Hamadan, 
Iran, in 1913. He studied law in Tehran 
and took his doctorate at the Sorbonne 
in Paris. Soon after completing his mil
itary service he was appointed as legal 
adviser to the Iranian Ministry of the 
Interior and Defense and soon became 
one of the most successful advocates in 
the country. 

Recognition and success brought 
him a great deal of work, but h: still 
found time to defend the poor, for 
whom he worked without charge. He 
would receive them early in the morn
ing before going to his office and again 
upon his return he would often be 
greeted by a long queue of people anx
ious to petition him. He often worked 
late into the night preparing cases for 
his poorer clients. 

In his civil practice he also defended 
Baha'is, sometimes against the most 
powerful in the land. Many attempts 
were made on his life, and on one oc
casion enemies tried to abduct one of 

This brief tribute to Dr. Aziz Navidi, 
a Knight of Bahd'u'lldh who died last 
July I in London, is taken from an ad
dress by his son-in-law, Graham 
Walker, which appeared in The Baha'i 
Journal, Volume 4, So. 6 (September 
1987), a publication of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd '(s of 
the United Kingdom. 
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GRIE~ED PASSING DEDICATED SERI A.'\T CAUSE KNIGHT OF 
BAHA 'U'LLAH AZlZ NA VIDI. HIS FEARLESS DEFENSE OPPRESS
ED BAHA'is CRADLE FAITH HIGHLY PRAISED BY BELOVED 
GUARDIAN. HIS CONTINUOUS SER VICES PIONEERING FIELD 
CROWNED BY OUTSTANDING SUCCESSES GAIN RECOGNITION 
FAITH BY MANY AFRICAN COUNTRIES OBTAINED THROUGH 
HIS UTTER RELIANCE BAHA 'U'LLAH AND HIS INDEFA TIGABLE 
RESOURCEFULNESS SACRIFICIAL EFFORTS ALL SHED LUSTRE 
UPON HIS LOVING MEMORY. REQUESTING NSA UGANDA HOLD 
MEMORIAL SER VICE MOTHER TEMPLE AFRICA RECOGNITION 
UNIQUE SERVICES THAT Co."TI.\"EI\"T. ASSURE ARDENT PRA Y
ERS PROGRESS SOUL ABHA KINGDOM. ADVISE HOLD ME
MORIAL GA THERING LONDo."·. 

his daughters. His friends and col
leagues tried to persuade him to drop 
these contentious cases and to protect 
himself from the attacks of his ene
mies, but he continued to fight for jus
tice regardless of the personal risk. He 
won the respect of everyone around 
him. On one occasion he had success
fully defended a man charged with 
theft. Outside the court, after his ac
quittal, the man privately told him that 
he was in fact guilty. Dr. Navidi did 
not hesitate for a moment; he marched 
him straight back into the court, apol
ogized to the judge, and then con
ducted the prosecution. 

In 1953 Aziz and his wife, Shamsi, 
pioneered to Monte Carlo. Aziz had 
been offered the post of Consul Gen
eral in Paris, but being a Bahli'i, he 
refused it. From his base in Monte 
Carlo he was sent all over the world to 
defend the Baha'is who were being un
justly treated and persecuted. It was no 
surprise that the beloved Guardian des
ignated him the "Shield of the Cause 
of God" and predicted that future his
torians would study his achievements. 
although Dr. Navidi himself never 
spoke of this precious accolade. 

L'.\'lVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
JULY 2, 1987 

He was frequently called upon to be 
absent from home for six months at a 
time and Shamsi had accepted to sup
port him in this work and to raise their 
family almost single-handedly. Their 
daughter, Guilda, was always a prob
lem at mealtimes, throwing her food 
over the balcony or surreptitiously put
ting it into her pockets when no one 
was looking. She was told on one oc
casion that if she ate well and gained 
weight, her father would come home. 
She secretly inserted two cherries in her 
cheeks and then asked brightly when he 
would be coming home. 

In 1968 Dr. Navidi became a rep
resentative of the Iranian Oil Company 
for its operations in the Indian Ocean. 
The family pioneered again, establish
ing their home in Mauritius. Dr. Na
vidi then undertook the first of many 
missions to various African states to 
secure recognition of the Faith there. 
He fearlessly visited countries hostile 
to the Baha'is with no protection ex
cept his faith and his credentials as of
ficial lawyer to the Universal House of 
Justice with special status at the United 
Nations. His missions took him to 
Cameroon, the Central African Re-



public, Chad, the Congo, Gabon, the 
Gambia, Kenya, Madagascar, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Zaire and many, many 
other countries throughout the world. 
He was successful time and again in 
persuading democratic governments 
and dictators alike to alter their laws 
and constitutions and to officially rec
ognize the Baha'i Faith. His profes
sional brilliance, his calm perseverance 
in the face of what often seemed to be 
insurmountable obstacles, and his un
swerving faith in Baha'u'llah earned 
him the esteem and respect of even his 
fiercest adversaries. 

In one African country he had been 
asked to meet with a certain govern
ment minister to try and convince him 
to change his country's harsh stance 
toward the Baha'is. Every morning he 
would go to the minister's office and 
sit in the waiting room all day. They 
ordered him to wear a suit and tie while 
they themselves wore light tropical 
clothing. At the end of the day he 
would walk back to his hotel drenched 
with perspiration and completely ex
hausted. He was forced to take expen
sive rooms in the hotel in order to 
maintain the prestige of the Faith. The 
little food that he was able to secure 
was extremely expensive-for example, 
an egg cost $5. Hepatitis and malaria 
were epidemic, and theft and murder 
were commonplace. He was completely 
without friend or contact. He tolerated 
indignity and intimidation without 
complaint, but at the end of three 
months he began to think that pe,haps 
God did not mean for him to achieve 
his aim. He prayed ardently for guid
ance, and decided that he would leave 
the following day. The next morning 
he was summoned by the minister who 
was so impressed by his reasoned argu
ment and firm resolve that he granted 
the Faith official recognition. 

When Dr. Navidi returned from 
these missions he did not speak of the 
hardships he had suffered, or of the 
danger, or of the tribulations of the 
Baha'is. He never himself spoke of 
what he had achieved, nor at what 
cost. When the Guardian passed away 
in 1957 the Hands of the Cause called 
upon his services. When the Universal 
House of Justice was elected in 1963 
they honored him to become their legal 
adviser in Africa. It was on one such 
mission to Africa that-he became ill, 
but he could not bring himself to aban-

don his task and so did not leave until 
his suffering became unbearable. By 
that time his illness was beyond con
trol. 

He passed away in a London hos
pital on July 1, 1987. Messages of con
dolence were received from individuals 
and institutions all over the world, and 
500 friends and family members at
tended his funeral service. in recog
nition of the sterling services rendered 
to the Cause of God by this devoted 
servant, the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the United Kingdom arranged a 
national memorial service which was 
held September 4 at the Royal Overseas 
League in London. 

Austria 

7 

DR. AZIZ NA VIDI (1913-1987) 

NDND 
. . . Untted Nations 

DIVISion of Narcotic Drugs 

The Baha'I' International Community's 
delegation to the United Nations Inter
national Conference on Drug Abuse 
and J//icit Trafficking, held last June 
17-26 in Vienna, A ustria, is pictured 
with two members of the staff of the 
UN Division of Narcotic Drugs. The 

Baha'IS are Neda Forghami (secona 
from leff), a BIC representative in 
Vienna; Dr. A.:W. Ghadirian (second 
from righf), a psychologist and author 
from Canada; and Giovanni Ballerio 
(right), a B1C representative in Ge
neva, Switzerland. 
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The world 

Baha'i takes advice, makes opera debut 

Four years ago, at the Baha'i Inter
national Conference in Canberra, Aus
tralia, Bronwyn Clark of Brisbane, a 
dancer since age six and a Baha'i since 
age 15, unveiled another of her talents 
when she sang "One Planet, One Peo
ple ... Please." 

Some listeners were so impressed 
they suggested that she have her voice 
professionally trained. She took them 
up on it, studying for three years at the 
Queensland Conservatorium of \1usic 
and singing in the chorus of the 

Mauritius 

Harri Tirvengadum (left), a Baha'I' 
from Mauritius, shakes hands with the 
A mbassador from France who has just 
awarded him a medal and the title of 
Chevalier (Knight) of France in a cere-
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Queensland Lyric Opera Company. 
While employed as a dance teacher. 

,he continued her singing lessom at :hc 
Conservatorium unjer \1rs. \1argaret 
Nickson. 

In 1987 Bronwyn wa" a finalist in the 
Dame Mabel Brooks \1emorial Schol
arship, a grand finalist in the Marianne 
\1athy Scholarship. and in June won 
the Wenkart National A.B.C. Opera 
Scholarship prize, a part of which was 
tLe opportunity 10 make her debut as 
~oloist at the Sydney Opera House. 

monv held last March. The knighthood 
was -conferred in recognition of Mr. 
Tirvengadum's many years of service 
to the government of .Mauritius. 

On September J 3. she debuted as a 
ran of the "Highlights of Opera Tenth 
Annual Conceit" in the pre~en(e of the 
governor of '\ew South Wales and his 
wife. 

Some of .-\ ustralia 's leading singers 
appeared on the program including 
Helen Adams. Kenneth Collins, Joan 
Carden and John Pringle. 

Bronwyn has been accepted as a stu
dent by Aujrey Langford to study 
\ oice and language~ at the Cantica 
\'oicc Sludi(' in London and i~ making 
plans [0 tra\ellO the L.K. and Europe 
!o further he~ ~inging career. 

Brazil 
San Leopoldo, a city in southern 

Brazil, was chosen for that country's 
first large-scale teaching campaign of 
the Six Year Plan. Under the guidance 
of the Spiritual Assembly of Porto Al
egre, almost universal participation by 
Baha'is in the region has been achieved 
in a campaign that began September 8. 

The effort got under way with an 
orientation presented by Counsellor 
Shapoor Monadjem and Mas'ud 
Khamsi, a Counsellor member of the 
International Teaching Centre in 
Haifa, Israel. 

Members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Brazil offered direct su
pervision, and Auxiliary Board mem
bers in the area also took part. 

The mayor proclaimed September 
8-13 "Peace Week" in San Leopoldo 
with the official support of the United 
Nations Organization in Rio de Janeiro 
and other peace-oriented groups. 

Activities included public talks, 
presentations at schools and the un i
\ersit)", visits to working-class neigh
borhoods, and a writing contest on 
"Peace for a Better World" for which 
10,000 invitations, letters and posters 
were distributed. 



Sweden 

Pictured are many of the friends who 
gathered las[ July 12 at [he Baha '( ,Va
tional Center in Stockholm, Sweden, 

Bolivia 
Radio Baha.'j-Caracollo in Bolivia is 

working with ,he UNICEF Mission in 
that country as part of UNICEF's 
.. Revolution in Infant Health" pro
gram, 

As a part of the effort, 75 radio pro
grams and ~5 spot announcements 
have been produced in Spanish, Ay
mara and Quechua and distributed to 
21 radio stations throughout Bolivia, 

Sabino Ortega, coordinator of the 
Baha'i radio station, says the Baha'is 
have supplied four courses of instruc
tion by radio instead of the two orig
inally contracted for. 

The first course dealt with the four 
kinds of vaccinations and inoculations 
for children made available through 
the project; the others presently in pro
duction are "\Iaternal Milk," "Goiter 
and Iodized Salt," and "Anger and 
Nutrition, " 

Representatives from Radio Baha'I 
also visit the 35 broadcasting centers in 
four Departments of Bolivia where 
special groups have been set up to 
monitor and evaluate the program's ef
fectiveness, 

EE 
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[0 meet with the Hand of the Cause of 
God Col/is FeatherslOne (second row 
center, wearing dark suit) and his wife, 

~ 'ern Longie, an American Indian Ba, 
hd't, is pictured during a visit last June 
!O Cl Summer Camp in Karesuando, 
S"eden, which is held each year for 
Lappland believers in Finland, Norway 
and Sweden with each country alter
nating as host. The 60 Baha'i's at the 

Madge (seClted to Mr, Featherstone's 
left and holding a child), 

Camp included many Same (Lapp) 
people who found that they had much 
in common wi[h [he Indian peoples of 
iVorth America. Afr, Longie and Ruby 
Lawson, another American Indian vis
itor, spoke a[ a publicmee[ing atlend
ed by three seekers and their children. 
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Philippines 

Two early believers of the Mangayan 
people of Mindoro Oriental, the Phil
ippines, are shown with Mrs. Fe Sa
maniego (center), secretary of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Phil
ippines, during a conference held at 
Naw-Ruz 1987 at Tapi-Nabiran, Man
dalay. The two Baha'is are Yamuan 

Thailand 
On August II, Baha'is who were in

vited to the birthday celebration for 
Her Majesty Queen Sirikit at the Chitr
lada Palace were able to present a copy 
of the Universal House of Justice's 
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Samhoy (right), who served as a guide 
on Mindoro for Counsellor Vicente Sa
maniego during the early 1960s when 
the Mangyan tribe was introduced [0 

the Faith, and Martes Samyan. Min
doro is an island southwest of Luzon in 
the central Philippines. 

peace statement to Princess Maha 
Chakri Sirindhorn. 

The Queen made a brief address to 
the audience of 3,000 to 4,000. Also 
present was her son, the Crown Prince. 

Malaysia 

Two hundred-seventy Baha'is gath
ered last July 31-August 2 in Sarawak, 
a !\.1alaysian state on the island of Bor
neo, for a State Teaching Conference. 

The majority of those attending were 
indigenous believers. They were joined 
by Counsellor John Fozdar and several 
members of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Malaysia. 

Main features included a "cultural 
e\"ening" that was open to the public, a 
blood donation drive, a slide program 
on the Temple in India, and a success
ful children's session. 

The conference was followed by a 
three-day training course for 30 travel
ing teachers and a two-day seminar for 
school teachers that was attended by 13 
people. 

• 
Counsellor Zena Sorabjee of India 

was interviewed last summer by Radio 
\1alaysia in Sarawak. 

The interview centered around her 
invoh"ement in Baha'i-sponsored pro
jects to raise the standing of women in 
Indian villages. 

The IS-minute interview was broad
cast as part of a regular series of pro
grams about women. 

!\'1rs. Sorabjee explained that much 
of the success of training courses for 
women in literacy, hygiene, health care 
and vocations, run by Baha'is and 
funded by the government, is due to 
villagers, especially men, first being 
taught the principle of the equality of 
women and men, which supports the 
women in their efforts. 

Argentina 
Representatives from 11 countries 

gathered in Argentina last August for 
the first Baha'i conference on the pro
duction of literature in Spanish. 

Representing the World Centre were 
David Hofman, a member of the Uni
versal House of Justice, and Mas'ud 
Khamsi, a Counsellor member oJ the 
International Teaching Centre, 

Also attending were two other Coun
sellors, Dr. Farzam Arbab and Sha
poor \10nadjem. 

Consultation focused on ways to co
ordinate the translation, publication 
and distribution of Baha'i literature in 
Spanish. 



-
Haiti 

According to a teacher at the Allis 
Zunuzi School in Lilavois, Haiti, the 
recent civil and political disturbances 
in that country did not interfere with 
classes, as final exams had been written 
and report cards issued shortly before 
the situation became critical. 

One of the major successes of the 
school year was the interest aroused 

St. Vincent/Grenadines 
People in St. Vincent and the Gren

adines recently had the chance to at
tend a "Baha'i meeting" without leav
ing home! 

On Sunday, July 12, NBC Radio 705 
broadcast a live program from the Ba
ha'i National Centre, the first time in 
which the Baha'is were presented as 
hosts of one of the station's weekly 
worship service broadcasts. 

Included in the program were pray
ers, a reading on unity from the writ
ings of 'Abdu'l-Baha, and many of the 
Vincentian community's favorite Ba
ha'i songs. 

Also held was a four-part discussion 
on the unity of family, of race, of the 
world, and of religion, with each seg
ment led by a different Baha'i. 

The format of the meeting was plan
ned and rehearsed in advance, with the 
goal being to introduce the public to 

the way in which Baha'is hold their 
meetings. It was explained that th;:; 
Faith has no clergy. 

Alaska 
More than 240 villages in Alaska are 

receiving 6O-second television spot an
nouncements on peace prepared by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Alas
ka's Office of Public Information. 

The brief messages begin with the 
question, "If you only had a moment. 
and the world was listening. wha: 
would you say about peace ... 7" 

The spots are eagerly received by sta
tions throughout Alaska and are aired 
often and at prime times. 

A cable network through which the 
spots are distributed serves the An
chorage area and nearby towns, rea([1-
ing about 35,000 households. Sisre:
stations in Juneau and Fairbanks are 
also broadcasting the "Peace Talk" 
spots. 

among educators in Haiti by a book 
developed at the school by the curric
ulum team and illustrated by a Baha'i 
artist, Moro Baruk. The book, Ouv
rons la Porte, is a third-grade French
language reader which meets a critical 
need for such educational materials in 
Haiti. 

It makes the transition from Creole 

Samoa 

This Bahd '( float won the third place 
Trophy last June in a parade held in 
.-1.pia, Western Samou, to celebrute the 

Crew members of the "Iron Butter
tly," a sailing vessel that visited 
American Samoa last August, are 
young Baha'is: two Tongans, four 
'\lew Zealanders, one Iranian and one 
American. 

Sailing the Pacific to promote world 
peace, the group tries to reach as many 
people as possible with the message of 
the oneness of mankind by speaking in 
schools, on radio and television, and 
before community organizations. 

"Once this (oneness) is universally 
recognized," the ship's captain was 
quoted as saying in the August 7 issue 
of the Samoa :Vews, "humanity will be 
able to develop a system that is fair for 
everyone. " 

• 
Two members of the Baha'i com

munity of American Samoa took part 
last August 5 in the "Peacesat" satel-

to French by teaching one French 
sound at a time with the use of pictures 
and stories containing Baha'i princi
ples, although it does not refer specif
ically to the Faith. 

The book is to be presented to an in
fluential group of school principals 
who may then adopt it for use in their 
schools. 

25th anniversary of that country's in
dependence. 

lite program commemorating Interna
tional Peace Day and the 42nd anni
versary of the dropping of an atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima. Japan. 

Greece 
A concert last July 22 by world

renowned jazz musician John (Dizzy) 
Gillespie proved most effective in pro
claiming the Faith in Athens, Greece. 

During the concert Mr. Gillespie said 
he is a Baha'i and invited the audience 
to sing with him a song he had written 
in memory of the Hand of the Cause of 
God Enoch Olinga. 

Local Baha'is later described the 
amazing event: "Just imagine 5,000 
people, only 19 of whom were Baha'is, 
singing 'Ya Baha'u'l-Abha'! It 
brought such joy to our hearts." 
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Baha'i International Community 

Faith joins Nature Fund's Network 

Last October 3, the Baha'i Faith be
came the sixth world religion to join 
the Network on Conservation and R~
ligion, a ground-breaking allian--:~ 
formed last year between the World 
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and ma
jor world religions_ 

In a ceremony at the renowned \-la;
well Zoo in Winchester, England, rep
resentatives of the Baha'i International 
Community issued an official State
ment on Nature and formally entered 
the network. 

When the ~etwork on Conservaticr-. 
and Religion was formed in 1986 dur
ing an interfaith service at Assisi, Itak 
which marked the 25th anniversary;;' 
the WWF, it was hailed by environ
mentalists and religious leaders alike as 
a major step toward broadening sup
port for conservation efforts around 
the world and widening the ethica: 
underpinnings of the environment3.: 
movement. 

"The Baha': International COrT,

munity has long believed that action :: 
protect the environment must be base': 
on spiritual principles if it is to be e:'
fective," said Douglas \-Iartin, dire.:
tor-general of the BIC's Office of Puc
lie Information. "We thus see the !'ie:
work on Conservation and Religion as 
an important step in efforts to invigo
rate and strengthen the environmenta: 
movement, and we are extremely pleas
ed to join this new alliance." 

As a first step, the Baha'i Intern,,
tional Community has pledged : __ 
launch a new program for environmer.
tal action within the Baha'i communi
ty_ In addition to the statement on nJ.
ture, that program will include: 

• a general call for Baha'is who 3.:: 
already involved in ecology, cons en ;l
tion and related areas to develop ~ 
deeper understanding of Baha'i wri;
ings in this field; 

H.R.H. Prince Philip, Duke of Edin
burgh (right), president of the World 
Wide Fund for Nature (Wr-VF), re
ceives a copy of the Bahli'{ Statement 
on Nature from the Hand of the Cause 
'J/ God AmalU 'I-Bahli Rzih(vyih Kha
num, representing the Universal HOllse 
0/ Justice, and Hugh Locke, deputy 
:iirector of rhe Baha '[ [n (emcI!iona! 

• an exploration of the possibility of 
;:,ractical collaboration between local 
Baha'i development project'; and 
\\'WF field expertise: 

• a new emphasis on the ..:omidera
CIon of environmental issues in Baha'i 
educational materials. 

Frank Schmidt, assistant director-

Community's Office of Public Infor
mation in ,Vew York City. The presen
tation at the WWF's international 
headquarters in Winchester, England, 
followed the formal enrollment last 
Oerober J of the Bahli'{ Faith as the 
sixth major worfd religion to join the 
,Vetwork on Conservation and Religion 
,).' {he World ~Vide Fund for Sature. 

general for WWF International, said 
WWF welcomes Baha'i involvement in 
the '-.ietwork and hopes the Baha'i pro
gram will begin as soon as possible . 

The Faith' s Statement on Nature 
and its impending entry into the Net
work was the feature article in the 
Spring 1987 issue of the WWF Net
work's bulletin, "The New Road." 
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'The Promise of World Peace' 
As of January 1988 the peace statement by the Universal 

House of Justice, "The Promise of World Peace, " had 
been presented to 198 heads of state, 75 directly and 123 in
directly. The statement had been translated into 76 lan
guages and an estimated one to two million copies dissemi-

noted to people around the world. The following summary 
of presentations of the peace statement to heads of state in 
countries and territories of the world was prepared by the 
Department of Statistics at the Baha'I' World Centre in 
Haifa, Israel . 

Country or Territory 

Afghanistan 

Alaska 

Albania 

Algeria 

Andaman/Nicobar lsI. 

Andorra 

Angola 

Antigua and Barbuda 

Argentina 

Australia 

Austria 

Bahamas 

Bahrain 

Bangladesh 

Barbados 

Belgium 

Belize 

Benin 

Bermuda 

Bhutan 

Type of presentation 

Indirect 

Direct 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

Indirect 

Direct 

Direct 

Direct 

Indirect 

Direct 

Direct 

Indirect 

Direct 

Direct 

Direct 

Direct 
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• 
Description of presentation 

Peace message sent to Head of State via their Mission in New 
York, January 28, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Governor. No details available. 

Peace message delivered by messenger to Permanent Represen
tative of United Nations, Mr. Justin Papajorgi, March 28, 1986. 

Peace message sent to Head of State via their Mission in New 
York, January 28, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Lieutenant Governor, L.M. Kam
pani, on November 1, 1985. 

Presented through his secretary to the Bishop of Seo De Urgel, 
the co-Prince of Andorra. 

Peace message presented to Head of State via the UN Mission, 
March 28, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Governor General of. Antigua and 
Barbuda, Sir Wilfred Jacobs, by a Baha'i delegation, mid
November 1985. 

On Wednesday, December 10, 1986, Dr. Martinez, Vice Pres
ident and Acting President, accepted a copy of the peace mes
sage which he agreed to give to President Alfonsin upon the 
President's return from Brazil. 

Peace message presented to Governor General, Sir Ninian 
Stephen, by Baha'i delegation, October 23, 1985. 

Peace message presented to President, Dr. Rudolf Kirchschlae
ger, on October 18, 1985. 

Peace message presented to Head of State, Sir Gerald Cash, by 
Baha'i delegation, October 24, 1985. 

Peace message sent to Head of State via their Mission in New 
York, January 28, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Head of State directly by Baha'i 
delegation; date of presentation not given. 

Peace message presented to the Governor-General, Sir Hugh 
Springer, on October 24, 1985 

Peace message presented to King Baudoin, indirectly. NSA says 
it was sent to him on October 28, 1985. 

Peace message presented to Governor General by a Baha'i dele
gation; no date given. 

Peace message presented to President, Mr. Mathieu Kerekou, on 
November 5, 1985. 

Peace message presented to Governor on October 24, 1985. 

Peace message presented to King of Bhutan. No details on date 



Country or Territory 

Bolivia 

Bophuthatswana 

Botswana 

Brazil 

Brunei 

Bulgaria 

Burkina 

Burma 

Burundi 

Byelorussia 

Cameroon 

Canada 

Canary Islands 

Cape Verde 

Cayman Islands 

Central African Republic 

Chad 

Chile 

China 

Ciskei 

Colombia 

Type of presentation 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

Direct 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

Direct 

Direct 

Direct 

Indirect 

Direct 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

Indirect 

'W 

Description of presentation 

or if direct or indirect presentation. 

Peace message presented to President through his private sec
retary. Exact date not given; around May 20, 1986. 

Peace message presented indirectly to Head of State, December 
5, 1985. 

Peace message presented to President, Q.K.J. Masire, on 
November 25. 

Peace statement presented to President, Mr. Jose Sarney, in the 
presidential office in the presence of major media networks, 
September 17, 1986. 

Peace message delivered by Paul Ojermark to Permanent Rep
resentative of UN, Mr. Haji Omar Bin Haji Serudi, March 26, 
1986. 

Peace statement delivered to Deputy Permanent Representative 
of the UN Mission, Ambassador Garvalov, December 4, 1986. 

Peace statement presented to Head of State through Acting 
Director General of the President, February 2 I, 1986. 

Peace statement presented to President U San Yu, May 7, 1986, 
through the Office of the President. 

Peace statement sent to Head of State via mail, June 14, 1986; 
evidence of receipt received by NSA. 

Peace message delivered by messenger to Permanent Represen
tative of the United Nations, Mr. Lev Maksimov, March 28, 
1986. 

Peace message handed to representative of Head of State on 
December 10, 1985. 

Peace message presented to Governor-General Jeanne Sauve in 
January 1986. She replied, thanking the House of Justice, on 
January 30, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Governor Delegate to Canary Is
lands, Mr. Eligio Hernandez, by a Baha'i delegation on January 
20, 1986. 

Peace message presented to the President by a Baha'i delegation, 
October 29, 1985. 

Peace s~atement presented to His Excellency the Governor, Mr. 
Peter Lloyd, on October 24, 1985, in Grand Cayman by repre
sentatives from both Jamaica and the Cayman Islands. 

Peace statement presented to General Secretary of the President 
by a Baha'i delegation on March 19, 1986. 

Peace message given to President; no date or details given. 

Peace message delivered to President Augusto Pinochet Ugarte 
through his personal secretary who orally confirmed that it was 
received by the President, December 23, 1985. A reply was sent 
to the NSA by the Secretary General of the Presidency on May 
22, 1986. 

Peace message delivered by messenger to Permanent Represen
tative of the United Nations, Mr. Li Luye, March 28, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Head of State, L.L. Sebe, by a Ba
ha'i delegation, November I, 1985. 

Peace message presented to President, Dr. Belizario Betancur, 
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Country or Territory Type of presentation 

Comoros Indirect 

Congo Indirect 

Cook Islands Direct 

Costa Rica Direct 

Cuba Indirect 

Cyprus Indirect 

Indirect 

Czechoslovakia Indirect 

Denmark Indirect 

Djibouti Indirect 

Dominica Direct 

Dominican Republic Indirect 

Ecuador Indirect 

Egypt Indirect 

EI Salvador Indirect 

Equatorial Guinea Indirect 

Ethiopia Indirect 

Falkland Islands Direct 

Federated States of Micronesia Indirect 
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Description of presentation 
on October 24, through an official of his administration. He re
plied by cable to the Universal House of Justice. President Dr. 
Virgilio Barco received the peace message at the same time as a 
member of the Senate. 

Peace message delivered by messenger to the Permanent Repre
sentative of the United Nations, Mr. Massamba Sarre, February 
17, 1986. 
Peace statement presented to Mr. Kounkou of the Congo UN 
Mission for transmission to Head of State, January 29, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Queen's representative by a BahA'i 
delegation, October 24, 1985. 

Peace message presented to President on November 6, 1985, by 
a BahA'i delegation. 

Peace statement for the Head of State was sent by messenger, in 
care of the UN Mission for Cuba, on May 9, 1986. 

Peace message presented to President of Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus via an intermediary, January 24, 1986. 

Peace message delivered by Gerald Knight to Permanent Rep
resentative of the united Nations, Dr. Phedonos-Vadet, on 
March 18, 1986. The President, Mr. Spyros Kyprianou, replied 
through his Under-Secretary directly to the House of Justice in a 
letter dated April to, 1986. 

Peace message delivered by messenger to Permanent Represen
tative of the United Nations, Mr. Jaroslav Cesar, March 28, 
1986. 
Peace message presented to the Queen directly; no date given. 
The Queen replied through Mr. P. Thornit, Secretariat of the 
Cabinet, on December 3, 1985, thanking the House of Justice 
for the message. 

Peace message delivered by Gerald Knight to First Counsellor, 
Mr. Ahmed Saleh, on March 24, 1986. 

Peace message presented to President Clarence Seignoret by a 
BahA'i delegation on October 24, 1985. 

Peace message presented to the President through his adminis
trative secretary on December 20, 1985. 

Peace message presented to the President through the Minister 
of the Government on October 24, 1985. 

Peace message sent to Head of State via their Mission in New 
York, January 28, 1986. 

Peace statement sent to the President through the Ministry of 
the President, May 22, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Head of State through the ambassa
dor of ceremonies of the presidency; no date given. 

Permanent Representative of the United Nations, Mr. Kebede, 
met with Gerald Knight on March 12, 1986, and assured him 
that the peace message had been given by him personal"iy to the 
Head of State. 

Peace message presented to the Governor on December 6, 1985, 
by two representatives of the local Spiritual Assembly. 

President of Federated States of Micronesia refused to receive 
the delegates for the presentation of the peace message and it 
was therefore mailed to him; no date given. 



II 

Country or Territory 

Fiji 

Finland 

France 

French Polynesia 

Gabon 

The Gambia 

Germany 

Germany, East 

Ghana 

Gibraltar 

Greece 

Grenada 

Guadeloupe 

Guam 

Guatemala 

Guinea 

Guinea Bissau 

Guyana 

Type of presentation 

Direct 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

Indirect 

Direct 

Indirect 

Direct 

Dire(t 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

Description of presentation 

Peace message presented to Head of State, Ratu Sir Penaia Gan
ilau, on October 24, 1985, by a Baha'i delegation. 

Peace statement given to the President's adjutant via the adju
tant's secretary to be forwarded to the President. 

Peace message delivered to two represematives of President Mit-. 
terand; no date given. Date of letter from France is November 
15, 1985. 

Peace message presented to High Commissioner, Bernard 
Gerard, through his Directeur du Cabinet, Mr. Morin, on No
vember 12, 1985. Mr. Gerard then wrote a letter to Counsellor 
Owen Battrick thanking him for the peace message and stating 
that he had studied it with interest. 

Peace message presented to representative of Head of State on 
March 3, 1986, by a Baha'i delegation. 

Peace statement received by the Secretary-General for the Pres
ident (reported January 5, 1986). 

Peace message delivered by mail to President on October 24, 
1985. Subsequently, on December 5, Baha'i delegation was re
ceived by the President, Dr. Richard von Weizsaecker, for a 
6O-minute interview. 

Peace message delivered by messenger to Permanent Represen
tative of the United Nations on June 6, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Head of State, FIt. Lt. J.J. Raw
lings, through the Secretary for Culture and Tourism, Dr. Ben 
Abdallah, on December 5, 1985. 

Peace message presented to Prime Minister of Gibraltar, Sir 
Joshua Hassan, by a Baha'i delegation, January 1986. He re
plied to Charles Macdonald, NSA of the United Kingdom, by 
letter on January 10, 1986, thanking him for the peace message. 

Peace statement for President of Greece presented to Mr. 
Metaxas, UN Ambassador, in Athens, February 26, 1985, by a 
Baha'i delegation. 

Peace message presented to Governor General by a Baha'i dele
gation on October 24. 

Peace message presented to Commissioner for the Region of 
Guadeloupe, Mr. Maurice Saborin, through his deputy, October 
24, 1985. He replied in writing. 

Peace message presented to Governor of Guam, October 24, 
1985. 

Peace message presented to Head of State, October 24. Pres
ident Licenciado Vinicio Cerezo, who took office in January, 
also received the peace statement from a Baha'i delegation. 

Peace message delivered by messenger to the Charge d'Affaires 
of the United Nations, Mr. Bassy Camara, March 28, 1986. 

Peace message conveyed to Charge d'Affaires, Mr. Eugenio 
Teixeira Spain, by Gerald Knight and Victor de Araujo, March 
27, 1986. 

Peace message presented to President Hugh Desmond Hoyte on 
September 23, 1985. Official copy presented on February 25, 
1986, by entire National Assembly in 45-minute interview. Much 
publicity was received. 
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Country or Territory 

Haiti 

Hawaii 

Honduras 

Hong Kong 

Hungary 

Iceland 

India 

Indonesia 

Iran 

Iraq 

Ireland 

Israel 

Italy 

Jamaica 

Japan 

Jordan 

Kampuchea 

Kenya 

Kiribati 

Korea 

Type of presentation 

Direct 

Direct 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

Direct 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

Direct 

Indirect 

Direct 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

Direct 

Indirect 
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Description of presentation 

Peace statement presented to President of "Conseil National de 
Gouvernment de la Republique d'Haiti," Lt. Gen. Henry Nam
phy, September 30, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Governor on October 24, 1985. 

Peace message presented indirectly to Head of State. No date or 
details in statistics. 

Peace message delivered to Governor's House. Attempting to 
arrange personal meeting when special editions arrive. 

Peace message conveyed to Deputy Permanent Representative, 
Mr. Miklos Endreffy, and Representative to the Third Commit
tee, Mr. Tamas Hegyi, by Gerald Knight on March 27, 1986. 

Peace message presented to President on October 29. The Pres
ident of Iceland, Vigdis Finnbogadottir, is the first woman to be 
elected President by popular vote. 

Peace message presented to President on October 28. 

Peace statement for Head of State was delivered in person to 
Deputy Permanent Representative of the UN Mission, Mr. Sas
trohandoyo, on April 15, 1986. 

Peace me!>sage mailed to Head of State, December 4, 1985. 

Peace message presented to Head of State via the UN Mission on 
January l3, 1986. 

Peace message sent to Head of State via their Mission in New 
York, January 28, 1986. 

Peace message presented to President Patrick Hillery by a Ba
ha'i delegation on October 31, 1985. 

Peace message presented by a Baha'i delegation. President Her
zog replied through his assistant on February 24, 1986. 

Peace message presented to President Cossiga through his Dip
lomatic Secretary, Mr. Berlinguer, by a Baha'i delegation, Jan
uary 24, 1986. 

Peace statement presented to the Governor General, the Most 
Hon. Sir Florizel Glasspole, on October 23, 1985. The peace 
statement was also presented to the Prime Minister, the Hon. 
Edward Seaga, through his representative, Sen. Olivia Grange, 
on October 24, 1985. 

Peace message presented to the Emperor through his Chamber
lain, Mr. Tanaka, on October 31, 1985. 

Peace message sent to Head of State by registered mail from 
B.LC. office, January 28, 1986. 

Peace message conveyed to Permanent Representative of the 
United Nations, Mr. Thiounn Prasith, by Gerald Knight, March 
20, 1986. The President, Prince Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, 
replied in writing on April 17, 1986, acknowledging the message 
and stating that his government's eight-point proposal conforms 
to the noble ideal Baha'is are upholding. 

Peace message presented to President Daniel Totoitich on May 
14, 1986, by Baha'i delegation. 

Peace statement presented to the President, His Excellency Ier
emia Tabai, by representatives of the National Spiritual Assem
bly at the President's office, October 30, 1985. 

Peace message conveyed to Deputy Permanent Representative 



------------------------------------~ 

Country fJf 1 '1'rltory 

Korea, ~(Ir·:· 

Kuwait 

Laos 

Lebanon 

Lesotho 

Liberia 

Libya 

Liechtem1c1l1 

LuxembOlllll. 

Macau 

Madagascar 

Malawi 

Malaysia 

Maldives 

Mali 

Malta 

Marshall Ish'lIlts 

Type 0/ presentation 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

Indirect 

Direct 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

DesCription 0/ presentation 

of United Nations, Mr. Li In Ho, by Victor de Araujo, February 
20, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Head of State, President Kim II 
Sung, through Deputy Permanent Representative to the UN by 
the B.I.C. on February 20, 1986. 

Peace message sent to Head of State by registered mail from 
B.I.C. office, January 28, 1986. Receipt from U.S. Postal Ser
vice indicates that peace message for His Excellency Sheikh AI
Sabah was collected from the post office. 

Peace message conveyed to Head of State through Charge d'Af
faires of the UN, Mr. Done Somvorschit, by Gerald Knight, 
April 7, 1986. 

Peace statement presented to Ambassador Fakhoury, who re
ceived it on behalf of President Gemayel, to whom it was being 
hand-carried the next day by the Ambassador's son. 

Peace message presented to Head of State through the King's 
secretary, Mr. Pitso, on November 26, 1985. The secretary 
wrote a letter of thanks on behalf of King Moshoeshoe II. 

Peace message presented to Head of State, Dr. Samuel Kanyan, 
by a Baha'i delegation on October 25, 1985. 

Peace message sent to Head of State by registered mail from 
B.I.C. office, January 28, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Prince Hans Adam on October 28. 
The Prince has executive power of Head of State even though his 
father, Franz Josef, retains title of Head of State. 

Peace message presented to the Grand Duke, through his Court 
Marshal, Mr. Christian Calmes-Raus, at the Grand Ducal Pal
ace on October 28. 

Peace message presented to the Governor through his secretary. 
Once the special copy arrives, Baha',s will try to obtain a per
sonal meeting with the Governor. 

Peace statement delivered to the General Secretary of the Pres
idency to be presented to His Excellency the President, February 
18, 1986. 

Peace statement presented to Minister without Portfolio by Ba
ha'i delegation, January 31, 1986. Minister will present state
ment to Life President on Monday, February 3, 1986. (He re
ceived it on February 6, 1986.) Letter later received from Ad
ministrative Secretary of the Congress Party to thank NSA on 
behalf of Head of State; letter dated February 12, 1986. 

Peace statement given to private secretary for delivery to the 
Head of State. 

Peace message delivered by messenger to Permanent Represen
tative of the United Nations, Mr. M. Musthafa, February 20, 
1986. 

Peace message for Head of State, Gen. Traore, presented to 
Ambassador Seydou Niare, Permanent Representative to the 
UN, by the B.I.C., February 27, 1986. 

Peace message conveyed to Permanent Representative of the 
UN, Mr. George Agius, by Gerald Knight, March 24, 1986. 

Peace message presented to President Amata Kabua on October 
24, 1985. He replied to the House of Justice by letter on October 
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Country or Territory Type oj presentation 

Martinique Indirect 

Mauritania Indirect 

Mauritius Direct 

Mexico Indirect 

Monaco Indirect 

Mongolia Indirect 

Morocco Indirect 

Mozambique Indirect 

Namibia Direct 

Nepal Indirect 

Netherlands Indirect 

New Caledonia Indirect 

New Zealand Direct 

Nicaragua Indirect 

Niger Indirect 

Nigeria Indirect 

Northern Marianas Direct 

Norway Indirect 

Oman Indirect 

Pakistan Indirect 

Palau Direct 

8 February 19881Bah6'i News 

Description oj presentation 

30, 1985. 

7 

Peace message presented to the Chief of the Cabinet of the Pre
fect Commissioner by a Baha'i delegation on October 24, 1985. 

Peace message sent to Head of State by registered mail from 
B.I.e. office, January 28, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Governor General on November 15 
by National Assembly representative, Mr. Harry Tirvengadum. 

Peace statement mailed to President de la Madrid on June 14, 
1986. He replied in writing through his Assistant Secretary on 
July 21, 1986. 

Peace message delivered to Prince Rainier III through State 
Minister on October 24. 

Peace message for Head of State, Mr. Batmunkh, presented to 
Ambassador Gendengiin Nyamdoo, Permanent Representative 
to the UN, by B.I.e. on February 24, 1986. He promised to for
ward it to Head of State immediately. 

Peace message sent to Head of State via their Mission in New 
York, January 28, 1986. 

Peace message conveyed to President Samora Machel through 
the Chairman of Opening Ceremony of International Year of 
Peace on June 7,1986. More than 4,000 attended ceremony. Ba
ha'i prayer for unity read. Entire ceremony broadcast live on na
tional radio. 

Peace message presented to Administrator-General, October 24, 
1986. 

Peace message presented to the Permanent Representative of 
Nepal at the United Nations, Mr. Jai Pratap Rana, on April 10, 
1986, to be given to the King. The reception was extremely warm 
and spiritual. 

Peace message presented to the Queen through the Director of 
the Cabinet of the Queen; date not given. 

Peace message presented to High Commissioner through Direc
tor of Cabinet on November 4. 

Peace message presented to Governor General, Sir David Beat
tie, on October 25, 1985. 

Peace message presented to the President through Public Rela
tions Officer on November 15, 1985. 

Peace message sent to Head of State via their Mission in New 
York, January 28, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Head of State, Major-Gen. Ibrahim 
Babangida, through Minister of Internal Affairs, October 25. 

Peace message presented to Governor of the Northern Mariana 
Islands on October 24, 1985. 

Peace message presented to Cabinet Secretary at the King's Pal
ace on October 24. 

Peace message sent to Head of State via their Mission in New 
York, January 28, 1986. 

Peace statement mailed to the President on July 7, 1986. 

Peace message presented to President of Republic of Palau, Mr. 
Lazarus E. Salii, by a Baha'i delegation, April 1986. 



Country or Territory 

Panama 

Papua New Guinea 

Paraguay 

Peru 

Poland 

Portugal 

Puerto Rico 

Qatar 

Reunion 

Romania 

Rwanda 

Samoa 

Samoa, American 

San Marino 

Sao Tome and Principe 

Saudi Arabia 

Senegal 

Seychelles 

Sierra Leone 

Singapore 

Solomon Islands 

Type of presentation 

Direct 

Direct 

Direct 

Direct 

Indirect 

Direct 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

Direct 

Direct 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

Direct 

Direct 

Indirect 

Description of presentation 

Peace message presented to President Eric del Valle, October 25, 
1985. 

Peace message presented to Governor General, Sir Kingsford 
Dibela, on October 24, 1985. 

Peace message delivered to President on May 5, 1986, by distin
guished professor and friend of BaM'is. Delivered directly to 
President Sarney in more than 20-minute interview with NSA 
representatives in Midia on September 16, 1986. 

Peace statement mailed to President Garcia on February 14, 
1986. However, local community of Arequipa was able to per
sonally deliver to him the Spanish-language copy when he visited 
Arequipa on March 7, 1986. 

Peace message delivered by messenger to Permanent Represen
tative of the United Nations, May 13, 1986. 

Peace statement handed to the President on December 12, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Secretary of State, Hector L. Ace
vedo, in his capacity as Acting Governor by a Baha'i delegation, 
October 24, 1985. 

Peace message sent to Head of State via their Mission in New 
York, January 28, 1986. 

Peace statement presented to "Prefect" through his representa
tive, Cabinet Director Mr. Allard, October 24, 1985. 

Peace message delivered by messenger to the Permanent Rep
resentative of the United Nations, Mr. Teodor Marinescu, on 
March 28, 1986. 

Peace statement presented to the President of the Republic 
through the Head of Protocol, September 19, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Head of State during reception at 
Vailima. All members of the NSA were received by His High
ness. 

Peace message presented to Gov. A.P. Lutali by a BaM'i delega
tion, December 16, 1985. 

Peace message presented to the Captain Regents of San Marino 
by a Baha'i delegation, October 24, 1985. 

Peace message delivered by messenger to the Permanent Repre
sentative of the United Nations, Mr. Joaquim Rafael Branco, on 
March 28, 1986. 

Peace message sent to Head of State via their Mission in New 
York, January 28, 1986. 

Peace message conveyed to President through the Director of 
the Cabinet by a Baha'i delegation, January 8, 1986. 

Peace message presented to President Rene on November 8, 
1985. 

Peace statement presented to President by a Baha'i delegation, 
October 24, 1986. 

Peace message presented to President, Mr. Wee Kim Wee, on 
October 24, 1985, by Mrs. Shirin Fozdar. 

Peace message presented to Head of State through the Acting 
Prime Minister (who is also Minister of Home Affairs and Pro
vincial Government), Mr. Ezekiel Alebua; exact date not given. 
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Country or Territory Type of presentation 

Somalia Indirect 

South Africa Indirect 

Soviet Union Indirect 

Spain Indirect 

Sri Lanka Direct 

St, Helena Direct 

St, Kitts-Nevis Direct 

St. Lucia Direct 

St. Vincent Direct 

Sudan Indirect 

Suriname Direct 

Swaziland Indirect 

Sweden Indirect 

Switzerland Indirect 

Syria Indirect 

Taiwan Indirect 

Tanzania Indirect 

Thailand Indirect 

Togo Direct 

Tonga Direct 

Transkei Direct 

Trinidad and Tobago Direct 
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Description of presentation 

Peace message sent to Head of State via their Mission in New 
York, January 28, 1986. 

Peace message presented to President Botha through his sec
retary, October 24, 1985. 

Peace message conveyed to Envoy Extraordinary and Plenipo
tentiary of the United Nations, Mr. Sergey Nikolayevich Smir
nov, by Gerald Knight on March 25, 1986. 

Peace message sent by mail to the King of Spain after petition 
for an audience was refused. No date given. Royal Palace ack
nowledged receipt of message on behalf of His Majesty. 

Peace message presented to the President of Sri Lanka by a Ba
ha'i delegation, November 28, 1985. 

Peace statement presented to Governor-General on January 5, 
1986, by a Baha'i delegation. 

Peace message presented to Governor General of St, Kitts
Nevis, Sir Clement Arindell, by a Baha'i delegation in early 
December 1985. 

Peace message presented to Governor General, Sir Allen Lewis, 
on October 24, 1985. 

Peace message presented to Governor General, October 24. 

Peace message sent to Head of State by registered mail from 
B.I.e. office, January 28, 1986. 

Peace message presented to President F. Ramdat Misier on Oc
tober 24, 1985, by a Baha'i delegation. 

Peace message presented to Her Majesty Indlovukazi through 
her representative, Prince Khuzulwandle, on October 24, 1985. 

Peace message presented to King Carl XVI Gustaf through the 
Court Marshal; no date given. 

Peace message presented to President Kurt Furgler through 
Chief of Cabinet, Mr. Edgar Fasel, on October 25, 1985. The 
President replied through a letter from Mr. Fasel to the Uni
versal House of Justice. 

Peace message sent to Head of State by registered mail from 
B.I.C. office, January 28, 1986. 

Peace statement-mailed to President on December 31, 1985. 
Form reply received January 18, 1986, stating letter was received 
and forwarded to the President, 

Peace statement presented to His Excellency Ali Hassan Mwinyi 
through his personal secretary, December 24, 1986. 

Two delegates from the Baha'i community attending the King's 
birthday celebration in December 1986 left a copy of the peace 
statement from the Universal House of Justice and were assured 
that the King would receive it, 

Peace message presented to Head of State by a Baha'i delega
tion, December 20, 1985. 

Peace message presented to King Taufaahau Topou IV on 
December 13, 1985, by a Baha'i delegation. 

Peace message presented to President on November 20, 1985, by 
a Baha'i delegation. 

Peace message presented to President Ellis Clarke on October 
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Country or Territory 

Tunisia 

Turkey 

Tuvalu 

Uganda 

Ukraine 

United Arab Emirates 

United Kingdom 

United States 

Uruguay 

Vanuatu 

Vatican City 

Venda 

Vietnam 

Virgin Islands 

Yemen North 

Yemen South 

Yugoslavia 

Zaire 

Zambia 

Zimbabwe 

Type of presentation 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

Direct 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

Indirect 

Direct 

Indirect 

Direct 

Indirect 

Direct 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Indirect 

Direct 

Description of presentation 

24, 1985. 

Peace message sent to Head of State by registered mail from 
B.I.e. office, January 28, 1986. 

Peace message delivered by messenger to the Permanent Rep
resentative of the United Nations, Mr. lIter Turkmen, on March 
28, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Head of State on January 15, 1986, 
by a Baha'i delegation. 

Peace message delivered to Head of State, Gen. Tito Okello Lut
wa, on October 24 by a Baha'i delegation. 

Peace message delivered by messenger to the Permanent Rep
resentative of the United Nations, Mr. Gunnadi I. Oudovenko, 
on March 28, 1986. 

Peace message sent to Head of State by registered mail from 
B.I.e. office, January 28, 1986. 

Peace message presented through Queen's representative on 
November 5 as confirmed by letter to NSA Secretary from Buck
ingham Palace dated November 6, 1985. 

Peace message presented to President Reagan by all nine mem
bers of the National Spiritual Assembly, December 10, 1985. 
President Reagan sent his thanks and appreciation by letter 
dated December 27, 1985. 

Peace message conveyed to Head of State through the reception 
desk of the presidency, end of January 1986. 

Peace message presented to Head of State Ati George Soko
manu, October 24, 1985. 

NSA refused politely to meet with president of Pope's Commis
sion of Iustitia et Pax and sent peace message directly to the 
Pope by mail. 

Peace message presented to President P.R. Mphephu, October 
24, 1985. 

Peace message delivered by messenger to the Permanent Rep
resentative of the United Nations, Mr. Bui Xuan What, on 
March 28, 1986. 

Peace message presented to Governor by a Baha'i delegation, 
December 19, 1985. 

Peace message sent to Head of State by registered mail from 
B.I.e. office, January 28, 1986. 

Peace message delivered by messenger to the Permanent Repre
sentative of the United Nations, Mr. Abdalla Saieh AI-Ashtal, 
on March 24, 1986. 

Peace message delivered by messenger to the Permanent Rep
resentative of the United Nations, June 6, 1986. 

Peace statement presented to the President through the Head of 
State Protocol, June 26, 1986. 

Peace statement presented to Mr. Sikombe in the Office of So
cial and Cultural Affairs, who promised that he would have the 
presidential copy of the statement forwarded to His Exellency, 
Dr. Kaunda. 

Peace message presented to Head of State by a Baha'i delega
tion, December 6, 1985. 
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India 

Temple has banner month in November 

November 1987 was a joyous month 
at the Baha'i House of Worship in In
dia, as the anniversary of the Birth of 
Baha'u'llah was celebrated there for 
the first time. 

The Mashriqu'I-Adhkar was bedeck
ed with flowers and looked like a beau
tiful bride. The flowers adorned the 
pathways to the House of Worship for 
two days, and the happy spirit of the 
occasion was kept alive throughout the 
month. 

Also observed for the first time last 
November were the Ascension of 'Ab
du'I-Baha and the Day of the Cove
nant. 

Among the other November high
lights: 
School children 

After the glorious celebration of the 
Birthday of Baha'u'lhih, the second 
half of the month saw a sudden in
crease in the number of school groups 
touring the House of Worship. 

The guides had to pull themselves up 
and face this challenge as 36,465 chil
dren from 305 schools arrived at the 
Temple. 

On some days, as many as 80 schools 
were represented. Special prayer pro
grams were held from time to time for 
the children, and pamphlets and copies 
of the peace statement were given to 
each school library. 

November 28 was a triumphant suc
cess for everyone at the House of Wor
ship, as staff arrived early in anticipa
tion of some 800 students who were to 
arrive that day. 

Students from 53 schools came to 
the House of Worship, and not a single 
one was unattended. This success was 
due largely to the cooperation and uni
ty of all, from guards to volunteers. 

On November 15,23 children from a 
Baha'i moraIs class took part in the 
Sunday choir service. Their enchanting 
voices touched the hearts of visitors, 

12 February 19881Baha'j News 

while their impeccable behavior im
pressed the teachers who accompanied 
the school group that day. 
Dignitaries 

The cultural departments of the em
bassies of the USSR and the People' s 
Republic of China regularly bring 
visitors to the House of Worship. 

Mr. Zakharov, Minister of Culture 
from the USSR, visited the Temple in 
November along with other high em
bassy officials and was impressed by 
the architecture as well as by the aims 
and ideals of the Faith. 

The minister was given a copy each 
of "The Promise of World Peace" and 
the short obligatory prayer, both in 
Russian. 

On November 6, the second Sec
retary in the Russian Embassy escorted 
the USSR's Ambassador-at-Large to 
the House of Worship. 

Shortly afterward, the new Vice
Consul General of China, Mr. Wane: 
Zhao, and his wife came to the Hous~ 
of Worship and were highly impressed. 

On November 15, a group of 120 
performing artists from the famous 
Bolshoi theatre of Russia visited the 
Temple and stayed for more than an 
hour to hear about the Faith. They 
were happy to receive copies of the 
peace statement. 

Also visiting in November were some 
350 ear, nose and throat (ENT) spec
ialists from all over the world. A 
special prayer program was arranged 
with Baha'i selections on "The Divine 
Physician and Healing." 

On a Monday, when the House of 
Worship was closed to visitors, Sri 
Swami Satchidananda aItd 30 of his 
followers from the U.S. were special 
guests. 

The Swami was well-informed about 
the Faith, and asked many questions 
about the Temple. He and his fol
lowers have built a lotus-shaped temple 

in Virginia with each petal dedicated to 
a particular religion. 

He asked that a plate of the 
"Greatest Name" be sent to him so 
that he might place it in the altar 
devoted to the Baha'i Faith. 

Another distinguished vIsitor in 
November was Baba Hardev Singh Ni
rankari. head of the Nirankari sect of 
Sikhism, who came with 36 of his dis
ciples, his own media and security peo
ple. 

Tourist groups 
As winter sets in, the tourist season 

begins in India. and the House of Wor
ship has become a point of attraction 
for tourists. 

First in November came a group of 
New Zealanders who were full of en
thusiasm and asked many questions 
about the Central Figures of the Faith. 

One gentleman said he had read 
about the Faith and its principles, 
believed in them, and would like to 
become a Baha'i. Several others in the 
group said they, too, would like to be
come Baha'is. 

On one Sunday in November, more 
than 6,000 visitors were at the House 
of Worship when the gates opened at 
9:30 a.m. 

They were delegates from various 
parts of India to the Bhartiya Yoga 
Sansthan conference in Delhi, and the 
more than 100 tour buses that brought 
them could be seen lined up from the 
Temple parking space to the end of the 
approach road. 

For about 45 minutes, the prayer 
hall was a mass of swirling humanity. 
It was only when order was restored, 
some 20 minutes later, that the morn
ing prayer program could begin. More 
than 1,500 people attended the pro
gram. 

The number of visitors to the House 
of Worship in November was 123,505. 



& 

Scandina via 

Report from 'Baha'is of North Calotte' 

A calotte is a skull cap. Look at a 
map of Scandinavia and you can easily 
visualize a skull cap resting snugly over 
the tops of Norway, Sweden and Fin
land. In Norwegian, this area is called 
the "Nordkalott" -in English, it is the 
North Calotte. Despite the interna
tional boundaries, the people native to 
this region think of it as one area. So 
do the Baha'is living in the North 
Calotte. 

The people of the North Calotte are 
a mixture of Finns, Norwegians, Samis 
(Lapplanders) and Swedes, with a little 
Russian influence here and there. 
There are even more language groups, 
and it is not uncommon for people to 
be tri-lingual (for example, Norwegian, 
Finnish and Sami) as well as having 
learned English or German in school. 

In the coastal areas of the North 
Calotte, the people have generally be
come "Norwegianized." However, if 
one goes far enough inland he can still 
find traditional Sami. People with Fin
nish ancestry live in eastern Finnmark, 
in the Laksel .... area, and near Alta. For 
obvious reasons, Russian influence is 
strongest in the eastern areas of Finn
mark, from the Soviet border to about 
150 km (93 miles) west. Most people of 
the North Calotte are of mixed ances
try, but there are still entire villages 
where nearly everyone is related to 

one another. This means that new peo
ple and new ideas are not always wel
comed with open arms. 

Life in Finnmark is very much af
fected by the seasons and climate. 
When the ice breaks up in late spring, 
"salmon fe .... er .. strikes. During June 
and July, the sun never goes below the 
horizon, and these months are the best 

This article. "Baha'I's of the North 
Calotte, " was written for the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Norway by 
Lynne Hippler and R. Randall Pad
field. 

for many outdoor activities. Berry
picking time is in August, along with 
mushroom-hunting for those with 
enough knowledge to find the ones that 
are harmless. The hunting seasons be
gin in September-first ptarmigan, 
then elk. After one has secured a good 
meat supply for the year, it's time to 
start rebuilding the wood pile. This 
must be done by early November. 

From November to the end of Janu-
. ary, the dark period takes over-ac

companied by beautiful displays of the 
aurora borealis (northern lights)-and 
people spend more time indoors. They 
make intricate handicrafts, do repairs 
on their homes, boats and tools, attend 
classes, read books, and, if they are 
fortunate enough, take a trip to a 
warmer climate for a dose of sun and 
sand. It is easy to understand why the 
best time of the year for a Baha'i vis
itor to come to the North Calotte is 
during November, December and Jan
uary-it is during these dark months 
that the inhabitants are less busy with 
outdoor activities. 

When the sun returns in January or 
February (depending upon latitude), 
many places celebrate with a "Sun Par
ty," and some schools even give the 
children the day off. People start ski
ing and ice fishing. In recent years, 
some have even begun to have snow 
scooter rallies. 

There are six "Norwegian" Baha'i 
adults living in the North Calotte, five 
on the western side and one in the east. 
To give an idea of the distances involv
ed, the Baha'i living in the east must 
drive for four and one-half hours-in 
~wod weather-to reach the nearest Ba
ha'is, who aren't in Norway but in In
ari, Finland. To reach the nearest Ba
ha'is in Norway, she must drive about 
seven hours. 

The Baha'is in Havoysund must take 
a 9O-minute ferry ride to come to the 

mainland and then drive another 90 
minutes to visit the nearest Baha'{s, in 
Alta. During bad weather (meaning 
snow, ice and high winds, all of which 
can occur from October to early June), 
travel is often restricted to public trans
portation (slow buses or expensive air
planes) to assure that one reaches his 
planned destination. 

Baha'is wishing to visit the North 
Caloue can be put to many uses. It is 
preferable that prospective visitors first 
become acquainted with one or more 
of the Baha'is in the North Calotte 
before traveling, so that one's expecta
tions can be made known and careful 
plans made so that unnecessary diffi
culties are avoided. The people of the 
North Calotte are especially open to 
native Baha'is, but everyone is, of 
course, welcome. 

Possible activities for a guest are: 
• Visiting friends and acquaintances 

of Baha'is. 
• Speaking in schools. 
• Visiting newspapers and radio sta

tions. 
• Attending/taking part in cultural 

gatherings. 
• Calling on officials at the various 

Sami institutions. 
Fixed events held during the year 

are: 
• Sami markets at Easter time in 

Karasjok and Kautokeino. 
• Several Sami markets in the fall 

and spring in northern Sweden. 
• Winter Market in Jokkmokk, Swe

den, first week in February. 
• Baha'i Mid-Summer Camp held 

each June in one of the three countries. 
• Culture days, weekends, and weeks 

held in various places throughout the 
year in all of Finnmark. 

For more information about Baha'i 
activities in the North Caloue, please 
contact Jorunn Hagan, Malmveien 94, 
9022 Krokelvdalen, Norway. 
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The world 

Colombia host to radio seminar 

Coordinators from all seven Baha'i 
radio stations in the world gathered 
August 17-29 at the Rum Institute in 
Puerto Tejada, Colombia, for a radio 
seminar involving 40 participants from 
11 countries. 

Counsellors Eloy Anello, Farzam 
Arbab and Ruth Pringle and three 
members of the International Baha'i 

Reunion 

students from a military 
school and three of their teachers vis
ited the Bahd'l' National Centre in 
Saint-Pierre, Reunion, an island in the 
Pacific Ocean, last July. The students, 
ranging in age from 14 to 16 years, 

Cyprus 
The IO-day North Cyprus Baha'i 

Summer School, held last August in 
Famagusta, drew 75 participants from 
Austria, Turkey and Cyprus. 

The involvement of youth and child-
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Audio-Visual Centre-Alex Frame, 
Kurt Hein and Donald Witzel-were 
among the consultants, as were mem
bers of the Guaymi, Mapuche and 
Quechua peoples. 

The seminar focused on the study of 
the Sacred Texts, the writings of the 
Guardian, and messages from the Uni
versal House of Justice, combined with 

were introduced to the Faith by several 
speakers and asked many questions. 
Copies of the peace statement were 
given to each of the visitors, while 
books on the Faith were requested by 
the teachers. 

ren was happy and wholehearted, and 
study sessions were well-attended and 
lively. 

Among the participants was Coun
sellor for Asia Ilhan Sezgin. 

classes on rural development and ad
ministration. 

As a result of attending the seminar, 
participants said, they were inspired 
with "a new vision of Radio Baha'i" 
and were "ready to assume new chal
lenges of deepening, proclamation and 
education via radio, in a spirit of sac
rificial service." 

Brazil 
"Baha'i Week" was celebrated last 

September 15-22 in Goiania, capital of 
Goias State in central Brazil. 

All three television channels broad
cast the event, 11 items were published 
in local newspapers, and 28 brief ad
vertisements were seen tln television 
during the week. 

Proclamations were made to all 
strata of society from the university to 
public officials to residents of the im
poverished areas of the city. 

A medical care campaign reached 
800 people in three days with coopera
tion from the authorities, who offered 
free medicine to the poor. Five Baha'i 
physicians from various states came to 
help, and a total of 23 volunteers in
cluded seven non-Baha'is. 

Festivities during the week-long cele
bration included a "peace/poetry eve
ning," a program for youth called 
"Youth Can Move the World," which 
was seen by 200 in a public park, and 
the planting of a "Peace Tree" by the 
mayor of Goiania in which earth from 
five countries was used. 

Ivory Coast 
The Baha'i Publishing Trust of 

Ivory Coast will soon distribute five 
new translations of "Words of God," 
a compilation by the Universal House 
of Justice. The translations are in the 
African languages of Baoule, Bete, 
Guere, Dioula and Senoufo. 



Malaysia 

Pictured is the Yan Kee Leong Baha'{ 
Institute near Bakalong in the State of 
Selangor, Malaysia. The Institute, 
which stands on nearly seven acres of 
Temple land property owned since 
1977 by the National Spiritual As-

sembly of Malaysia, is used for Baha'{ 
classes, conferences, summer and win
ter schools, and the National Conven
tion. It is dedicated to the memory of 
the late Counsellor Yan Kee Leong and 

Australia Nigeria 

2 

is situated on the spot where he was 
born. The National Assembly calls the 
Institute a "silent teacher" which at
tracts the attention of people in the 
neighborhood. 

A Mongolian Baha'i who now lives ; , 
in Australia accepted the Faith foIlow- i 
ing a special service last October 11 at 
the House of Worship near Sydney. 

The purpose of the service was to at
tract members of the Asian community 
to the Faith. Seven of the readings were 
in Asian languages including various 
Chinese dialects, while five of the read
ers were non-Baha'i Chinese including 
two physicians and a scientist. 

About 170 people attended the ser
vice, 70 of whom (including 45 of Chi
nese origin) were not Baha'is . 

• 
Judy Hassall, a member of the Na

tional Spiritual Assembly of Australia, 
was interviewed last October for half 
an hour on a radio program of the 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation. 

The program, in which searching 
questions were directed toward the Ba
ha'i teachings on the future of man
kind, changes in society needed to 
achieve peace, and especially the 
emerging role of women as peace
makers, was aired in all capital cities of 
Australia and on all regional stations. 

, . 
Pictured are Baha'{s and their fellow 
villagers in Idi Ose, Nigeria, standing 
on a wall of a community school that 
they were building. The local Assembly 
made a cash gift, and Baha'(s donated 
their labor to the community develop
ment project. The older gentlemen 

wearing headdresses are members oj 
the community, while most of the 
young people in the photograph are 
Baha'{ workers. Since this picture was 
taken, work on the building has been 
completed. 
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Baha'i International Community 
The Baha'i International Communi

ty and five national Baha'i communi
ties were honored recently by the 
United Nations for their contributions 
to the UN's International Year of 
Peace in 1986. 

In all, about 300 national and inter
national organizations were awarded 

Costa Rica 
Fifty-two people representing 16 na

tionalities took part last May 30 in the 
first International Baha'i Dinner in 
Costa Rica. 

The event was planned by the coun
try's Chinese Teaching Committee. 
The majority of those invited were not 
Baha'is but included people from Tai
wan, Korea and Indonesia. 

The hall of the National Haziratu'l
Quds was tastefully decorated with 
flowers, balloons and paintings, and 
two banners were hung which read, in 

Dominican Republic 
Baha'is from the Dominican Repub

lic and Haiti, who share the island of 
Hispaniola, have begun border teach
ing efforts. 

On June 27, eight Dominican Ba
ha'is from Dajabon crossed the border 
to meet with Haitian Baha'is. The 
groups prayed and sang together, then 
went in smaIl groups to teach. 

Local residents were startled to see 
the love and joy between Haitian and 
Dominican Baha'is. 

The Haitians taught in Creole while 
those from the Dominican Republic 
taught in French. As many Haitians 
also understand Spanish, the Domin
ican visitors were also able to use their 
own language. 

The people were friendly, courteous 
and receptive, and that afternoon there 
were many enrollments in the Faith. 

Cameroon 
A Baha'i Holiday School for Cam

eroon's North West Province, Ba
menda, was held last June 20-27 at a 
government high school in the lovely 
Bambili Hills. 

The 74 participants were mostly 
youth who studied The Dawn-Breakers 
and family life. Fourteen later volun
teered for teaching projects. 
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the "Peace Messenger" certificates "in 
recognition of a significant contribu
tion to the program and objectives of 
the International Year of Peace." 

Baha'i national communities so rec
ognized were those of Australia, Bel
gium, Brazil, Kenya and Lesotho. 

Separate award ceremonies were 

Spanish and Chinese, "Welcome 
Friends" and "First International Din
ner." 

Two professional musicians with an 
international repertoire were engaged 
to provide entertainment, while an in
ternational folk dance group perform
ed dances from around the world. 

Pakistan 

~ .. 

~ 

Pictured is the new national library and 
national office building of the National 

Last August 4, the governor of Balu
chistan, Pakistan, granted an interview 
to two members of that country's Na
tional Spiritual Assembly and the sec
retary of the local Spiritual Assembly 
of Quetta along with a friend of the 
Faith, a member of the Baluchistan 
government. 

The governor was briefed about 
classes for children, medical advisory 
groups, handicrafts for women, a stu
dent-week program, and a proposed 

held in each of those countries. 
In New York City, the Peace Mes

senger Award was accepted on behalf 
of the worldwide Baha'i community by 
Dr. Victor de Araujo, a UN represen
tative for the Baha'i International 
Community. 

Twenty-two exquisite dishes from 16 
countries filled a long table, each with 
a sign giving the name of its country of 
origin. 

A member of the Chinese Teaching 
Committee welcomed the guests and 
explained the purpose of such gather
ings and some of the Baha'i principles. 

Spiritual Assembly of Pakistan in Ka
rachi. 

Baha'i school at Sariab, saying he was 
pleased to learn about the social wel
fare projects carried out by the Baha'i 
community of Pakistan. 

He was pleased to learn of the non
political nature of the Faith and gave 
assurances of his government's special 
consideration for minorities. 

The interview was reported the fol
lowing day with photographs in two 
daily newspapers. 



Ecuador 

Pictured IS une of /5 gruups who pt!r
formed last August 9 in the 10th an
nual "Nucanchic Tono" (Our .\1usic) 
Festival sponsored by Radio Bahd''- in 
Otavalo, Ecuador. The conrest, which 
has becume a popular event, supplies 

8angladesh 

The National Yuuth Commi([c:e ot 
Bangladesh organized a onc:-day med
ical aid project last August 13 in a 
flood-ravaged area about 100 km (62 
miles) from Dacca. 

Last year's floods caused hea \ y 
damage (0 farms, destroyed thou~ands 
of homes and (Ook many lives. 

The government supplied all the heip 
It could, but due (0 the great need, tn.: 
Youth Committee decided ro orgalllze 
a number of medical camps as so.:ial 
and econumk development projects 
for the Six Year Plan. 

The first of these was led by Dr. Par
vis Shahidi and twO members of the 
Youth Committee, Farzad Forganian 
and Shahab Das, who were driven to 
Fulpur and walked the rest of the \\ay 
(0 the flood-stricken vi!lage of Bakai. 

They worked all day, treating about 
200 people and distributing most of the 
free medicines they had brought. 

much of the Indigenous music for 
Radio Bahd'i and has encouraged rural 
musicians who have gone un to iJet'ume 
prufessionals. Five regiunal festivals 
are held each year in various {U wns, 
with a final one taking place at the Col-

I Germany 

This book display by Baha'i Verlag, 
the Baha'i Publishing Trust of Ger
many, was presented last September 

iseum In Otavalo. Last year's finals 
drew an audience oj about 8,000. The 
panel of judges was composed of in
digenous people, prufessiunal musi
cians frum Otavalo. and International 
prufe:;slUnL!is. 

8-/4 at the si'ah International Book 
Fair In Afust'ov:, Russia. 
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Special report 

Recounting a memorable visit to France 

The recent visit to France by the 
Hand of the Cause of God Amatu'l
BaM RUhiyyih Khanum was under
taken primarily in memory of her 
mother, May Maxwell, who establish
ed the Faith there and was the flrst Ba
ha'i in Europe. Arriving on November 
11, 1987, she visited 17 places during 
her 33-day stay: Nice, Vence, Monaco, 
Cannes, Hyeres, Marseille, Annecy, 
Chapareillan (near Chambery), Lyon, 
Paris (four times), Rouen, La Celle
Saint-Cloud, Bordeaux, Nantes, Ren
nes, Chartres and Strasbourg. 

During this time a two-day National 
Teaching Conference was held in 
Paris; seven regional gatherings 
throughout the country in Nice, Mar
seille, Annecy, Bordeaux, Nantes, 
Rennes and Strasbourg; and a National 
Youth Conference in Lyon. Amatu'l
Baha RUhiyyih Khanum declared that 
although her French was imperfect, she 
would give her talks in that language, 
and she often spoke for flve hours a 
day at various occasions. 

The general impression had been 
that it was almost impossible to teach 
the Faith in France: the community 
was weak, and things were not pro
gressing fast enough. She found, on 
the contrary, that the French com
munity was very much alive, with im
mense potential for growth. The ma
jority of Baha'is there are French, 
devoted, active, often young people, 
college students, musicians, married 
couples with young children-in all, 
she said, an extraordinarily vital and 
dynamic group of people, friendly, re
sponsive to the meetings she had with 
them, and eager to serve the Faith. Al
though many communities are small, 
they are quite active, holding regular 
Feasts and flresides. The French, she 
said, are an alert and progressive pe0-

ple, and Amatu'I-Baha Rtihiyyih Kha
num feels there are presently great 

.•.. (she) feels that there are 
presently great teaching possibil
ities in France, and that if the 
French Baha'is are encouraged 
and helped, receive pioneers and 
traveling teachers to reinforce 
their limited manpower, great 
progress can be made now. 

teaching possibilities in France, and 
that if the French Baha'is are encour
aged and helped, receive pioneers and 
traveling teachers to reinforce their 
limited manpower, great progress can 
be made now. The hour is ripe. 

On her arrival in Paris, accompanied 
by Violette Nakhjavaru, all nine mem
bers of the National SpiritUal Assem
bly met Arnatu'l-Baha Rtihiyyih Kha
num at the airport, where she had a 
three-hour stop-over en route to Nice, 
the flrst place she visited. Nice, on the 
famous Cote d'Azur, has a lovely local 
Baha'i Center in an old building with 
flne ceilings and a spacious meeting 
hall, on an important street; in the 
large front window is an electric sign 
that passes words written in light along 
a band, proclaiming the teachings of 
the Faith; far from being vulgar, the 
Hand of the Cause observed, it flt in 
quite well and was both interesting and 
decorative. During one meeting two 
people came in from the street and 
said, "We were passing by, we know 
the Baha'is, and we saw something go
ing on, so we stopped in to say hello." 

The Baha'i community of Marseille 
owns a similar local Center, situated 
likewise in an old building, ornate and 
dignifled, in a good neighborhood. On 
successive weekends, Regional Teach
ing Conferences were held in these two 
famous southern cities, with more than 
140 people from 21 localities attending 

in Nice, and 80 friends from 11 places 
in Marseille. 

During the conference in Nice (and 
later at the National Teaching Con
ference in Paris), an excellent evening 
program of sound and light was pre
sented: the music, quotations, and 
photographs of flowers created a most 
moving spectacle. In Nice, Marseille, 
Lyon, Paris and elsewhere, talented 
and enthusiastic young Baha'is played 
and sang, often their own composi
tions, to the delight of the Baha'is and 
their guests. Amatu'I-Baha Rtihiyyih 
Khanum was thrilled by the wonderful 
Baha'i youth in France, their talent 
and enthusiasm. 

Throughout France the Baha'is took 
full advantage of her visit to invite 
friends and relatives who were not Ba
ha'is to attend special meetings and re
ceptions; as a result, a number of those 
already interested accepted the Faith. 

One of Amatu'l-Baha Rtihiyyih 
Khanum's precious experiences was a 
trip to Hyeres to calIon a 91-year-old 
believer; not only she (frail, but on her 
feet, clear of mind, and eagerly wait
ing) but the director of the home and 
the matron were touched and delighted 
by the visit. 

Coverage by the media in France is 
hard to obtain; however, in Marseille, 
the Hand of the Cause had an inter
view with a well-known columnist pub
lished in one of the large papers in 
southern France, followed by a num
ber of others in various cities. 
Conference on Swiss border 

The third Regional Conference was 
in Annecy, on the Swiss border. More 
than 200 friends participated, most of 
them from Switzerland; a social even
ing and concert ended the event, and 
were attended by the deputy mayor of 
Annecy and his wife. The mayor's re
marks were cordial and full of praise 
for the teachings and goals of the Ba-
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ha'is. A meeting for the friends in the 
Chambery district took place in the 
home of a Baha'i in Chapareillan, 
where a hospitable dinner was followed 
by an enthusiastic meeting. 

From Annecy, Amatu'l-Baha Ru
hiyyih Khanum went to Lyon to ad
dress a National Youth Conference. 
When one thinks of the distances in
volved, it was encouraging to find 
more than 100 present from all parts of 
France, Switzerland and Belgium; 
many excellent questions were asked. 
A meeting and dinner also took place 
with the Lyon and neighboring Ba
ha'is, at which 45 were present. 
VISits with high officials 

The most important part of her visit 
to France took place during the first 
visit to Paris. The National Assembly 
had arranged a number of interviews 
with officials. The Prime Minister of 
France had delegated Mme. Albanel 
Delagard to meet with Ruhiyyih Kha
num on his behalf. Mme. Delagard is 
"in charge of the Affairs of Cultes" 
(the French use the word "culte," not 
religion). She was an intelligent, agree
able person, surprised to hear so many 
things about the Faith, about which 
she evidently had little knowledge, in
terested in the material Amatu'l-Baha 
RUhiyyih Khanum was able to show 
her, and particularly to note that the 
Baha'i International Community had 
recently joined the Conservation and 
Religion Network of the World Wide 
Fund for Nature. 

Another of the important engage
ments in Paris, perhaps the most im
portant, was with Mme. Simon Veil, 
who is at present the representative of 
the Republic of France in the European 
Parliament, and formerly its president. 
On that body she had raised her voice 
publicly in defense of the persecuted 
Baha'is in Iran and is keenly interested 
in events affecting the Faith in that 
country. She was interested to hear 
from Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum 
the history of the relationship of the 
Faith with the State of Israel. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Canada had requested that Amatu'l
Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum call on the 
Canadian Ambassador; as he was out 
of town, she was courteously received 
by the Canadian Charge d'Affaires, 
Mr. Wright, and for more than half an 
hour had a pleasant conversation with 
him: the persecutions in Iran were 
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discussed at length, as well as the pro
gress of the Faith throughout the 
world, especially in the Third W orId. 
Paris Teaching Conference 

On November 28-29, a weekend Na
tional Teaching Conference was held in 
Paris, the largest of its kind ever held 
there. Four hundred-fifty to 500 people 
from all parts of France as well as from 
other countries attended, including 
Counsellor Agnes Ghaznavi and a 
number of Auxiliary Board members. 
In addition to talks by Ruhiyyih Kha
num, the gathering was addressed by 
the Counsellor and members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of France, all 
of whom underlined the needs of the 
Six Year Plan. There was, she report
ed, a wonderful sense of oneness and 
enthusiasm, to which, undoubtedly, 
the spirit of the many Baha'i youth 
present contributed. 
Photograph at the Elffel Tower 

The Spiritual Assembly of Paris, 
after entertaining Amatu'I-Baha Ru
hiyyih Khanum at lunch, commemo
rated her visit by adjourning to the Eif
fel Tower for a photograph in the same 
place where, 75 years ago, the beloved 
Master had been photographed. 

Amatu'l-Baha and Mrs. Nakhjavani 
were able to attend the meeting at the 
Haziratu'I-Quds in Paris marking the 
anniversary of the Ascension of 'Ab
du'I-Baha; about 200 of the friends 
were present at the beautifully con
ducted meeting. 

During this visit, the Baha'i youth 
had an evening meeting with Amatu'l-_ 
Baha Ruhiyyih Khcinum following a 
dinner with her at the National Center. 
About 80 young Baha'is were present, 
and a happy evening was spent to
gether. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
had rented a hall in Paris for a general 
meeting at which about 100 people 
were present; after a talk, many ques
tions were asked. 
Meetings in suburbs of Paris 

In addition to all the other activities 
in Paris, Amatu'l-Baha RUhiyyih Kha
num was able to have two happy meet
ings with communities near that city: in 
Rouen, an active and devoted group of 
the friends, many of them refugees 
from Iran, entertained her and all the 
friends at lunch; in La Celle-Saint
Cloud, some SO people were present, a 
number of them from neighboring sub-

urbs of Paris, in the home of one of the 
believers. 

After the eventful days in Paris, 
Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum left 
for Bordeaux where she met the of
ficial who was, to her, the most impor
tant of her entire trip. 

Interview with mayor of Bordeaux 
The small but active community in 

Bordeaux had arranged an interview 
with the mayor, Jacques Chabon Del
mas, a one-time Prime Minister of 
France, and at present the Speaker of 
its House of Representatives. Although 
the visit in his private office at City 
Hall lasted only about IS minutes, she 
was able to mention many things about 
the Faith, of which he knew little. The 
mayor had, however, heard about the 
persecutions in Iran, which he strongly 
deplored. She was also able to inform 
him-that the Baha'i International Com
munity had been accepted, on an equal 
basis with other world religions, into 
the WWF Network on Conservation 
and Religion. It was an extremely cor
dial interview. 

Vitality of small communities 
The vitality of these small French 

communities, she noted, is truly re
markable. The Regional Conference in 
Bordeaux, attended by more than SO 
Baha'is and their guests from six lo
calities, was preceded by a lavish din
ner prepared by the local community; 
Baha'is had come from as far south as 
Saint-Jean-de-Luz in the Basque coun
try-six of them were Basques. 

After Bordeaux came Nantes, -the 
scene of the fifth Regional Conference 
with about 100 of the friends attending 
from 11 localities; there were a number 
of dynamic and happy meetings includ
ing one with the children. Every place 
that Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum 
went, in Paris or the provinces, in
variably, the Baha'is had gathered 
their children together and insisted she 
should meet with and speak to them. It 
was clear that the French Baha'is are 
paying attention to the fundamental 
duty of raising their children in the 
Faith. 

The Hand of the Cause was deeply 
touched to meet in Nantes with an 
Auxiliary Board member from Niger, 
Africa, whom she and Mrs. Nakhja
vam had known on their African safari 
and who had come all the way from 
Niger just to see them again. 
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Stories of village Baha'is 
Throughout France it was clear that 

French Baha'is and Persian Baha'is 
work well together: at Nantes, a 
French Auxiliary Board member and 
his Persian wife gave a reception for 
about SO people, half of them non-Ba
ha'is who had heard about the Faith 
from them. Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih 
Khanum was struck by the fact that 
although these people were well off, 
sound, middle-class •• petit bourgeois," 
they seemed deeply interested in what 
she felt strongly moved to talk about, 
namely, her experiences in Africa and 
in villages. and how there are village 
Baha'is all over the world. many of 
whom are illiterate. When she had fin
ished, a young, very charming woman 
came to her and said: "You know. 
what you said interested me so much 
because I have been coming to these 
meetings and I have been reading the 
Baha'i Writings, but I didn't see how it 
could apply to the whole world; I 
thought it was only for people like us, 
and all the time my thoughts go to 
these people in the developing coun
tries, these masses of illiterate and 
uneducated people in villages, and it 
didn't seem to have any connection 
with them. and yet these are the people 
that interest me, and for whom I have a 
very strong feeling. Now you tell me 
that hundreds of thousands of these 
people are Baha'is!" She was one of 
those who, with her husband. accepted 
the Faith shortly after the visitors left. 

From Nantes Amatu'l-Baha RUhiy
yih Khanum went to Rennes, the cap
ital of Brittany. Over and over, she was 
astonished by the capacity for organi
zation of these small Baha'i communi
ties, many of them just managing to 
hold their local Assemblies. The Na
tional SpiritUal Assembly of France 
left it to the local Spiritual Assemblies 
to make the arrangements for activities 
connected with Ruhiyyih Khanum's 
visit, and she was impressed by how 
smoothly everything was planned and 
carried out. In Rennes, there is a Cam
bodian Baha'i who accepted the Faith 
in a refugee camp in Thailand. As he 
worked all day, his amiable non-Baha'i 
mother-in-law cooked a delicious Cam
bodian lunch for 30 or so people in 
their home. The man is truly exem
plary; he has the determination, devo
tion and stability to be a Baha'i wher
ever he is and to raise his five children 

as Baha'is, as well as to show his hos
pitality and love, even when neither he 
nor his wife can be present. This was 
indicative of the fine spirit encountered 
by Amatu'I-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum in 
communities allover France. At a 
small meeting held that same evening, 
three of the friends who had been at
tracted to the Faith expressed their de
sire to be enrolled, which made the 
gathering a memorable and happy one 
for all. 

In Strasbourg, the last of her engage
ments in France and the seat of the Eu
ropean Parliament, two important in
terviews with officials had been ar
ranged. The first was with Mme. 
Knorr, whom the mayor-absent from 
Strasbourg-had deputized to meet 
her. Mme. Knorr, who is in charge of 
religious affairs and education in the 
local government of the Department of 
Alsace, spent a long time with Ama
tu'I-Baba Ruhiyyih Khanum, showing 
a lively interest in the Faith. The sec
ond interview was with a prominent 
figure in France, Mr. Hoeffel, a Sen
ator who is also president of the Con
seil General of the Bas-Rhin District. 
Looking tired after an all-day meeting 
and an evening session the previous 
day with the Parliament of Europe, he 
said to Ruhiyyih Khanum, "What can 
I do for you?" "Do for me?" she re
plied. "I didn't come here to have any
thing done for me; I don't want any
thing." Mr. Hoeffel looked absolutely 
astonished; evidently, he had thought 
he had an appointment with someone 
who had some kind of a demand, peti
tion or complaint. The Hand of the 
Cause continued: "I have come here to 

Uruguay 
Eighty-two delegates from 13 De

partments in Uruguay gathered last 
September 20 for a National Teaching 
Conference at the National Center in 
Montevideo to analyze the goals of the 
Six Year Plan. 

Among those taking part were 
Counsellor Eloy Anello and Auxiliary 
Board members Shahnaz Rassekh and 
Teresa de Lugo. 

A decision was made to increase the 
national community by 400 new believ
ers and to add four localities to the 96 
now open to the Faith in Uruguay. 

• 
In connection with an architectural 

pay my respects to you as a member of 
the government; I haven't come to ask 
for anything. I don't want anything at 
all.'' Mr. Hoeffel was taken aback, 
and said, "Well, won't you sit down?" 
They had a worthwhile and pleasant 
chat about the Faith, and mention was 
made of the persecutions in Iran. 

Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum 
spent two nights in Strasbourg where 
the local Baha'is held a dinner in her 
honor at the Baha'i Center on the first 
evening, followed by an informal and 
happy meeting with all the friends; on 
the second night, her last in France, a 
large meeting was arranged. Stras
bourg is on the German frontier, and 
the Rhine River runs through it. In a 
haIl on the border, more than 200 of 
the friends from that area of France. as 
well as from Germany, Luxembourg. 
Belgium and Switzerland gathered in a 
befitting final occasion for Amatu'l
Baha's historic visit. 

Returning to Paris, on the last day 
before her departure. Amatu'l-Baha 
Ruhiyyih Khanum had a long meeting 
with the National SpiritUal Assembly 
of France during which she not only 
commented on her trip and experiences 
in France but expressed her deep con
viction that now is the time to push for
ward as never before with teaching the 
Faith, as there is a new receptivity stir
ring in the land. After that meeting. the 
National Assembly invited its beloved 
guest and her companion to a delicious 
lunch, and the next day the entire 
membership of the National Assembly 
saw her off at the airport, just as they 
had so lovingly greeted her on her ar
rival. 

conference sponsored last October by 
the Baha'is of Paysandu, Uruguay. the 
Sunday edition of the newspaper EI 
Telegrafo featured the Temple in India 
in page after page of stunning photo
graphs and a text filled with superla
tives describing the "Lotus of Baha
pur." 

Seventy-five architects, builders, 
skilled workmen, architecture stu
dents, draftsmen and others were pres
ent at the municipal cultural center of 
Paysandu where a slide show, talk and 
photo exhibit on the Temple were pre
sented. 
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The media 

A closer look at 'mass communication' 

As the Six Year Plan is implemented 
in countries throughout the Baha'i 
world, there is a need in many places to 
assess the way in which the media can 
best serve the Faith at this particular 
time in our history. Until now, our ap
proach to media use has been sporadic, 
with local and national Baha'i commu
nities being happy with whatever ex
posure could be obtained. As recently 
as a decade or two ago, many areas 
were still being opened by pioneers 
who had to assume responsibility for 
whatever publicity was given to the 
Faith; indeed. many of them rendered 
sterling service in this area, and con
tinue to do so. 

Now, however, the Faith of God is 
fIrmly established in most places, and 
Baha'i communities the world over 
have drafted their own Six Year teach
ing plans calculated to achieve a dra
matic increase in admirers and sym
pathizers as well as new declarants. 
With this step forward should come 
more systematic use of the media, big 
and small, electronic and print, 
through live events, recorded presenta
tions, artistic works or written themes. 
It is time to move from the "pioneering 
phase" of media use to well-orches
trated campaigns involving a broad 
base of largely local manpower, with 
central coordination and constant 
communication among responsible 
agencies. 

At "campaign level" -national, re
gional or local-thoughtful analysis 

This article, "Use of the Media in 
Service to the Faith, " was written by 
K. Dean Stephens, a member of the ex
ecutive committee of the International 
Balrd'{ Audio-Visual Centre (IBA VC) 
and professor of development commu
nication at the Amoz Gibson Training 
Centre for Baha'{ Media in Arecibo, 
Puerto Rico. 
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It is time to move from the 'piO
neering phase' of media use to 
well-orchestrated campaigns in
volving a broad base of largely 
local manpower, -with central 
coordination and constant com
munication among responsible 
agencies. 

can be made of the general goals of the 
Faith for the area in the current plan, 
as well as an assessment of its status in 
the eyes of the government, other lead
ers and the general public, its level of 
consolidation, and its present and pos
sible manpower base. From this over
view, consultations can center on how 
media use can assist each need, with 
due consideration for -the ideas of con
cerned institutions, committees and in
dividuals. 

All media-large and small, local 
and national-should be used to the 
greatest extent possible, dictated by 
need, opportunity and human and ma
terial resources. This suggests a media
coordinating body with ready access to 
the Teaching Committee and other 
arms of the Faith (e.g., Public Rela
tions; Social and Economic Develop
ment; Women, Youth and Children's 
Committees, and so forth) as well as 
the National or local Spiritual Assem
bly itself from time to time. This cen
tral agency would maintain the neces
sary overview, considering media in 
light of Baha'i needs and objectives. 
Once plans are formulated, more spec
ialized work can take place: coordinat
ing the use of radio, television, news
papers, billboards, direct mail, side
walk and park displays, exhibits, 
flyers, shoppers, posters and public 
presentations as necessary and prac
tical for the achievement of specifIc 

ends. 

At this level enter budgetary and hu
man resource considerations, the latter 
including the training of Baha'is native 
to the area in various facets of media 
use. This step should lead to the devel
opment of production skills and, par
ticularly, train local Baha'is to be the 
"presenters" of the Faith in their area 
to the greatest extent, whether on
camera, on-microphone, meeting with 
government offIcials or newspaper edi
tors or reporters, or on-stage as speak
ers or performers. Production hard
ware (for radio or TV presentations, 
graphic arts, etc.) mayor may not be 
effIcient to own and use, depending on 
what is accessible, quality available, 
cost, and Baha'i manpower, among 
other factors. 

In defIning how the media might 
best serve the needs of the Faith at any 
given time, we must fIrst assess such 
needs: 

I. Systematic proclamation-to im
part "the fact and general aim of the 
new Revelation" to a large and meas
urable segment of the population (pref
erably 100 per cent). Many forms of 
media may be used in concert for proc
lamation, whose goals are most often 
realized when a person hears a theme 
(radio, meeting, friend), sees the same 
message (TV, exhibit, billboard), and 
reads it somewhere (newspaper, poster, 
flyer) so that various media become re
inforcing. 

We must fIrst define objectives: 
what should someone in the target area 
derive from a sustained campaign to 
proclaim? If the goal is to impart to 
10,000, 100,000 or one million people 
the news that God has sent a new Mes
senger; that He is Baha'u'llah and His 
followers are Baha'is; and that He 
came to unite mankind and bring uni
versal peace, then we should state these 
facts simply and directly by every avail-
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able means: through spot ads in elec
tronic and print media, via posters, 
billboards, stands, exhibits, dramatic 
and musical presentations, in person, 
by mail, and so forth. 

One activity during such proclama
tion endeavors might be a survey un
dertaken by teams of youth and others 
to areas representative of various in
come and cultural groups within the 
target populace who would explain the 
campaign and ask the interviewee 
whether he/she has heard of Baha'
u'llcih, and when or how. Obviously, 
this not only gives hard data on the 
progress and effectiveness of the cam
paign, but also provides an opportu
nity to proclaim and often to teach on 
the spot. 

As a universally available medium in 
most of the world, radio is especially 
suited for proclamation. A single sta
tion in an urban center might poten
tially be heard by four million listeners; 
stations in 100 large cities could sim
ilarly reach 400 million souls with the 
healing Message, a figure representing 
10 per cent of the entire population of 
the earth. This makes the use of radio a 
"must" if we wish to be faithful to our 
mandate to proclaim to all mankind. 
Baha'i radio stations could very well 
structure proclamation formats, but 
few exist in larger population centers, 
where high cost usually rules out 
ownership. In some regions, however, 
bulk time can be purchased, allowing 
an hour or two at regular intervals for 
presentation of a Baha'i radio block in
cluding messages of peace and har
mony insterspersed with Baha'i spots 
about God and His Prophets, His 
promises to mankind, His Messenger 
for this Day; music; cultural and edu
cational vignettes; and other spiritual 
fare. 

In other situations, series of spot an
nouncements can proclaim the infor
mation desired. In either case, first
year goals can be set: 

1. That a high percentage of the 
populace agree that God exists, and 
that He does send Messengers from 
time to time as He promised. 

2. That 50 per cent of the population 
hear that a new Messenger has come, 
and that His name is Baha'u'lIcih. 

3. That 30 per cent of the population 
hear that Baha'u'llah has come to unite 
mankind and to bring peace on earth. 

4. That 20 per cent of the population 

Mark Sametz (left), a non-Baha'I grad
uate student at Cornell University, 
makes a recording during a radio 
broadcasting course at the Amoz Gib-

know how to get more information 
about the Baha'i Faith. 

These are examples of goals that can 
be measured in surveys of various 
kinds. It should be remembered that 
radio is more effective if used sys
tematically and combined with other 
media in a campaign. 

II. Sustained teaching-to make the 
principles and ideals of the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah readily available to per
sons awakened by proclamation. The 
mass media are largely too impersonal 
to undertake direct teaching to any ex
tent. They are far better utilized to sup
port teaching activities: by publicizing 
a gathering or concert, giving out in
formation (of a Baha'i meeting or Cen
ter), focusing on a single principle 
(world peace, brotherhood), or indi
rectly presenting the Faith through per
forming or other arts, sponsoring a 
well-known speaker on a Baha'i theme, 
etc. In areas where systematic teaching 
is being undertaken by the Baha'is, 
proclamation activities should be 
heightened to prepare waiting souls. 

III. Enrollment-the integration of 
those souls newly afire with love for 
Baha'u'llah and His teachings into the 
mainstream of the Baha'i communi
ty-is indirectly rather than directly re
lated to media use. In fertile areas 
where teaching is taking place, the 

son Training Centre in Arecibo, Puerto 
Rico, while Bob Brown of WLGI Ra
dio in South Carolina and Bob Pos
thlethwaite of Kansas look on. 

media can provide important help in 
this heart-to-heart process: giving cred
ibility to the Baha'is doing the teaching 
and support to the one being taught by 
establishing that the Faith is a presence 
in the area. Such support may be cru
cial in helping an awakened soul to de
clare allegiance to the Blessed Beauty. 

IV. Deepening-to make available a 
wealth of writings, literature and com
munity experience to every Baha'i, vet
eran or newly declared; to inspire and 
stimulate until the fire within burns of 
its own accord. Electronic media can 
be useful in this process if programs 
are kept short and simple, dealing with 
only one theme at a time. Too often, 
we try to teach and deepen by radio, 
for instance, using half-hour or even 
longer formats rather akin to sermon
izing. Better to present a single con
cept-unity in diversity, equality of 
men and women, universal peace-in 
mini-programs of 1-5 minutes each, a 
tactic that elevates the function of the 
program to proclamation, teaching 
and deepening simultaneously. 

On the other hand, print media can 
be used in certain situations for deep
ening and even teaching. For example, 
"The Promise of World Peace" might 
be serialized in a daily newspaper. 
Direct mail, a viable media form, can 
similarly be used in deepening new be-
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lievers. Within the Baha'i community, 
music and other presentations can help 
the deepening process: dramatizing the 
Faith's history, highlighting a prin
ciple, teaching a prayer, a song or a 
Hidden Word. 

V. Likewise for consolidation-the 
process of community-building going 
forward in every corner of the world. 
Baha'i radio is especially useful to this 
process, since it can impart the rhythm 
of Baha'i community life, with special 
programs for Feasts and Holy Days, 
individual and institutional deepen
ings, programs about the Administra
tive Order, and local Baha'i news in
cluding conferences, activities and As
sembly elections. The commercial 
media can be used to some extent for 
such purposes, but less effectively; 
however, a number of alternative 
media forms exist which may excel in 
areas not blessed with Baha'i radio. 
These include sound trucks; direct 
mail; film, slide and video presenta
tions; and "road shows" with drama, 
dance and musical offerings. 

VI. Public relations and community 
service-these activities can well in
clude Baha'i troupes: an interracial, in
ternational group of Baha'is of all ages 
might travel from place to place with 
songs, dances, speeches and dramatic 
presentations emphasizing world unity, 
peace, or some other great theme. Such 

Highway Department engineer Irving 
Ocasio de Leon (left) consults with a 
machine operator about a new access 
road at the Amoz Gibson Media Train
ing Centre in Arecibo, Puerto Rico. 
The old road was damaged during a 
Highway Department feasibility study 
and rebuilt at no charge. 

6 March 1988JBaha'i News 

presentations attract non-Baha'i media 
for advance publicity, direct coverage 
of the events themselves, interviews 
with visitors, and follow-up stories. 
And in each region, local Baha'i talent 
and culture can be incorporated into 
the show, at once infusing new life into 
the Baha'i communities visited and giv
ing the presentations more local ap
peal. 

Successful Baha'i social and eco
nomic development projects are the 
stuff of which good feature stories are 
made, in both print and electronic 
media. We should not count on others 
to do this important work for us, but 
rather become so skilled as to appeal 
directly to existing media channels. 
Wherever there is a Baha'i-operated 
radio station, the local culture is pro
moted through festivals, indigenous 
musical groups, children's art, dance 

Hawaii 

Carol Padilla presents a framed certifi
cate of tribute from the Bahti'{s of 
Honolulu, Hawaii, to Myron Thomp
son, president of the Polynesian Voy
aging Society, to honor the voyages of 
the double-hulled canoe Hokule'a. 
More than 250 people including more 
than 20 of the Hokule'a's crew attend
ed the ceremony as the Neil Blaisdell 

and song, marathons, parades and sim
ilar events. Baha'is in other areas can 
initiate these activities as well, easily 
drawing favorable media coverage for 
a popular annual presentation. Thus a 
media event may in itself be a social or 
economic development activity, and 
vice versa. 

As the Faith continues to grow and 
consolidate, opportunities to use the 
media effectively are ever more avail
able. But media use should be much 
more systematic and focused upon 
proclamation, teaching and other Ba
ha'i-related goals, a process requiring 
new creativity, training, sophistication 
and dedication. If we make the effort, 
the rewards promise to be great as our 
Faith, now having emerged from ob
scurity, becomes the guiding force in 
the forward march of humanity. 

Center in Honolulu. The program in
cluded a video record of the canoe's 
second voyage of 16,000 miles that in
cluded stops in Tahiti, the Cook Is
lands, New Zealand, Tonga, Samoa 
and Rangiroa. The voyages have dem
onstrated that early Polynesians could 
have sailed the largest oceans using 
non-instrument navigation techniques. I 
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The media 

Village radio: opportunity knocking? 

"Is there any greater blessing con
ceivable for a man, than that he should 
become the cause of the education, the 
development, the prosperity and honor 
of his fellow-creatures? No, by the 
Lord God! The highest righteousness 
of all is for blessed souls to take hold 
of the hands of the helpless and deliver 
them out of their ignorance and abase
ment and poverty, and with pure mo
tives, and only for the sake of God, to 
arise and energetically devote them
selves to the service of the masses, for
getting their own worldly advantage 
and working only to serve the general 
good. " 

The above passage was written by 
'Abdu'l-Baha in 1875, as part of a 
work now known as The Secret of Di
vine Civilization. In this remarkable 
discourse, the Master speaks of "estab
lishing new bases for human happiness 
and creating and promoting new in
strumentalities toward this end. " More 
than a century later, the Universal 
House of Justice mobilized the Baha'i 
world for social and economic develop
ment activities: 

"Now, after all the years of constant 
teaching activity. the Community of 
the Greatest Name has grown to the 
stage at which the processes of this 
development must be incorporated into 
its regular pursuits; particularly is ac
tion compelled by the expansion of the 
Faith in Third World countries where 
the vast majority of its adherents re
side. . . all, irrespective of circum
stances or resources, are endowed with 

This article, "Village Radio, " was 
written by K. Dean Stephens, a mem
ber of the executive committee of the 
International BaM'f A udio- Visual 
Centre (/BA Ve) and professor of 
development communication at the 
Amoz Gibson Training Centre for Ba
Iui'f Media in Arecibo, Puerto Rico. 

Students from the summer 1987 radio 
courses at the Amoz Gibson Training 

the capacity to respond in some meas
ure; all can share; all can participate in 
the joint enterprise of applying more 
systematically the principles of the 
Faith to upraising the quality of human 
life. 

"Progress in the development field 
will largely depend on natural stirrings 
at the grassroots, and it should receive 
its driving force from those sources 
rather than from an imposition of 
plans and programs from the top. The 
major task of National Assemblies, 
therefore, is to increase the local com
munities' awareness of needs and pos
sibilities, and to guide and coordinate 
the efforts resUlting from such aware
ness .... " (Letter to the Baha'is of the 
world dated October 20, 1983) 

Participatory community Bahel'i 
radio is one such possibility, offering a 
potent "instrumentality" for com
munication and development. The 

Centre in Arecibo, Puerto Rico, relax 
between sessions. 

above paragraph continues: 
"Already in many areas the friends 

are witnessing the confirmations of 
their initiatives in such pursuits as the 
founding of tutorial and other schools, 
the promotion of literacy, the launch
ing of rural development programs, the 
inception of educational radio stations, 
and the operation of agricultural and 
medical projects. As they enlarge the 
scope of their endeavors, other modes 
of development will undoubtedly 
emerge." 

Bahti 'f radio models 
Three Baha'i educational radio sta

tions were on the air in 1983: medium 
wave (AM) and shortwave stations in 
Ecuador, and an AM unit in Peru. By 
1987, the number had grown to eight 
stations worldwide, with the addition 
of AM facilities in Bolivia, Panama, 
Liberia and Chile, and an FM station 
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in the United States. All these stations 
serve communities of largely indig
enous peoples, whether Guaymi or Ma
puche Indians, rural blacks in the 
southern U.S., tribal cultures in Li
beria, or Quechua-speaking peoples 
descended from the Inca Empire; all 
broadcast in the languages of the peo
ple, promote the local culture, and 
thrive on the participation of their au
diences. In such aspects, village radio 
can emulate these full-size stations, 
performing the same services on a 
smaller scale. But village radio, as pre
sented here, is quite distinct in other 
respects. 
What is vi/lage radio? 

Village radio is a small and informal 
broadcast station staffed by volunteers 
who are devoted to serving the needs of 
a community or area isolated from 
other means of communication, power 
and utilities. It consists of a low
power, low-cost, self-contained "table 
top" radio station capable of broad
casting to the village or region in ques
tion. The package outlined below fea
tures a 3- to 5-watt AM transmitter, 
but power levels can vary from frac
tions of a watt to hundreds, depending 
on conditions and desired coverage 
area. Various village radio models can 
broadcast on AM or FM, radiate from 
an antenna or be contained in a cable 
or wire. Very low power (milliwatt) 
transmitters, carrier current or closed 
circuit modes may not require a license 
in some areas; the legal requirements 
must be ascertained for each country 
and locale. 

Village radio hardware 
A typical village radio system broad

casts over a range of 10-20 km (6.5-13.5 
miles) from a wire antenna and re
quires a government license to operate. 
Such a package includes a three- to 
five-watt AM transmitter tuned to an 
assigned frequency, a 12-volt studio 
complete with five-channel mixer, two 
D.C. servo turntables, two cassette 
players, table and floor microphones, 
and headsets. Also included are an an-

Commercial radio stations in 
various parts of the world may 
have an operating budget rang
ing to several hundred thousand 
dollars a year; the annual oper
ating cost for a 1,000-watt Radio 
Baha'i facility in South America 
is more like $24,000. 

tenna tuning unit, wire and mounting 
hardware, extra cartridges, styli and 
other spare parts, tape stock, and por
table cassette recorders for interview
ing and gathering news of community 
interest, music, and folklore indig
enous to the area. The package may 
also contain an alternate energy system 
including solar panels, batteries and 
lighting. A complete village station, 
with all studio and transmitter equip
ment, can fit atop a 75 x 150 cm (2.5 x 
5 ft) table, with room to spare for 
papers and microphones. 

Whereas an average station on the 

AM radio band transmits 1,000 to 
5,000 watts of power, village radio 
might broadcast with 1 to 25 watts. On 
FM, South Carolina's WLGI Radio ra
diates 50,000 watts; a village radio FM 
station might emit 50 watts. The cost 
of equipping a conventional 1 ,OOO-watt 
AM station varies from about $50,000 
to $150,000; a five-watt village radio 
station could cost as little as $1,500 to 
$3,000 to equip. Commercial radio sta
tions in various parts of the world may 
have an operating budget ranging to 
several hundred thousand dollars a 
year; the annual operating cost for a 
1,0000watt Radio Baha'i facility in 
South America is more like $24,000. 
On the other hand, a rural village sta
tion with volunteer staff could cost as 
little as $1,200 a year to operate. Com
parisons are given in the chart at the 
bottom of this page. 

Vii/age radio costs and benefits 

Under similar propagation condi
tions, a five-watt AM village trans
mitter can cover a 27 km (17.5 mile) 
radius, versus an 87 km (56.5 mile) 
radius of coverage for a 1,0000watt 
AM station. So, for an initial outlay of 
1/25 the equipment cost compared to 
1,0000watt Radio Baha'i, a village sta
tion covering 1/3 the radius can be 
realized. Even de-rating village radio's 
coverage to a 100mile radius around the 
transmitter (to allow for a simple wire 
antenna), such a station can provide 
adequate coverage to most small com
munities and their immediate sur
roundings. 

EQUIPMENT COST YEARLY OPERA TING COST RADIATED POWER COVERAGE AREA 

Commercial AM: 
23,800 km2 $100,000 $100,000 1,000 watts 

Radio Baha'i AM: 
23,800 km2 $50,000 $24,000 1,000 watts 

Village Radio AM: 
2,300 km2 $2,000 $1,200 5 watts 

------------------------------------------------
Commercial FM: 
$200,000 

Village Radio FM: 
$5,000 
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$100,000 

$2,000 

50,000 watts 74,350 km2 

50 watts 
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Ener,gyindependence 
Village radio can run entirely on 12-

volt D.C. power. In areas without elec
tric mains, the station comes equipped 
with its own energy source, one or 
more photovoltaic solar panels that 
charge a heavy-duty automotive bat
tery during daylight hours. In an area 
with an average of six peak solar hours 
per day (clear sky, high-angle sun
light), one 4O-watt solar panel sends a 
15-amp charge to the battery, power 
that is sufficient to keep a five-watt sta
tion on the air for six to eight hours. In 
this example, the added cost of self
sufficiency is about $300; double that 
amount to maintain the station on the 
air for 12 hours under similar condi
tions. 

"The Cause . . . must now develop 
new ways and means of interesting the 
masses and teaching them, and both 
radio and moving pictures can be of 
verY great help. . . ." 

"The Baha'is should not always be 
the last to take up new and obviously 
excellent methods, but rather the first, 
as this agrees with the dynamic nature 
of the Faith which is not only progres
sive, but holds within itself the seeds of 
an entirely new culture and civiliza
tion. " (Letters from Shoghi Effendi 
through his secretary to an individual 
believer, dated October 16, 1944, and 
May 5, 1946) 
How can vii/age radio serve a com
munity? 

Like its full-sized Radio Baha'i 
counterpart, a village radio station can 
become an active part of the spiritual, 
cultural and material development of a 
community. Spiritually-oriented pro
gram fare can vary from light and indi
rect proclamation to direct teaching 
and consolidation, depending upon 
local needs and exposure. Short an
nouncements might promote one of the 
principles of the Faith (world peace, 
equality of men and women, etc.); 
meditations can include a prayer or a 
Hidden Word; special offerings may be 
made for Feasts and Holy Days; 
broadcast firesides, interviews and 
round-table discussions might explore 
great themes such as God and His Mes
sengers, and serve to answer listeners' 
questions about the Faith of Baha'
u'llAh. 

Cultural programming is apt to form 
the backbone of Baha'i village radio. 
Most of its musical fare, for example, 

Students in the Amoz Gibson Training 
Centre's radio broadcasting course in 
the summer of 1987 take a field trip to 

will probably come from the folklore, 
and may include a good deal of music 
performed and recorded locally. Vil
lage radio should strive to become the 
voice of the people and their traditions, 
promoting and helping such cultural 
activities as music festivals, drama and 
dance, harvest celebrations and other 
events of special significance. Com
munication should be "horizontal," 
with local voices speaking local dia
lects. If the native language or certain 
traditional values are being.forgotten, 
these can be supported and given worth 
by Radio Baha'i. Interviews with re
spected older people may help the pro
cess considerably. The rhythm of the 
community should pulse in village ra
dio, with every broadcast featuring 
programs and information of interest 
and concern to the local populace. 

Nor should material and human edu
cation be neglected. If the base of the 
community's economy is agriculture, 
regular communication should be de
voted to that topic: how various crops 
are doing, what Jose did about his 
potato bugs, how to make compost, 
the long-range weather forecast, the 
current price of crops in the market 
place. Other programs might feature 
health, cottage industry, handicrafts, 
and home economics. A visiting spec
ialist from abroad can be interviewed; 
so might a chief or school teacher from 

the Arecibo (Puerto Rico) Observa
tory, which houses the largest radio 
telescope in the world. 

the next village. Popular programs on 
present Radio Baha'i stations feature 
news of local events: a school activity, 
a dramatic presentation, the arrival of 
some needed supply, even of Pedro's 
lost cow. Equally popular are "comu
nicados" -quite simply, messages 
from one person or community to an
other. 

Informal, participatory radio 
Perhaps the most important aspect 

of village radio is its natural, informal 
sound. If the voices on the air are those 
of local people-if the station is truly 
representative of the community-such 
a sound will take little effort to 
achieve. A low-power village station 
should not have to worry about pro
duction fmesse; a slick, tight sound 
would probably sound foreign to the 
locale in any case. Intervals of "dead 
air" (silence) and even irregular broad
cast schedules might be acceptable in a 
remote village setting. What matters 
most is that village radio become an in
stitution of the community, an exten
sion of the people's communication 
process, and a tool for use in their 
development. 

Facilities 
As a consequence of its tiny size and 

informal sound, a village radio station 
can fit into almost any setting: a school 
or community hall, a Baha'i Center, a 
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private home. In the latter case, a care
taker family might provide shelter and 
help operate the facility on a voluntary 
basis, or in return for some solar elec
tricity in their home. In addition to the 
table space needed for the equipment, 
an antenna line should be run from the 
transmitter to the top of a tall post, 
tree or nearby hill. If the station is to 
be powered by solar energy, one or 
more photovoltaic panels must be 
mounted on a roof or frame angled to
ward the sun's path (to the south in the 
northern hemisphere, at an angle 
slightly greater than north latitude). A 
typical solar panel measures 30 x 120 
em (l x 4 ft) and is wired to charge a 
12-volt automotive battery near the 
station equipment. If the home or Cen
ter is to receive electrification as well, 
more panels and batteries may be re
quired. 

Village radio staff 

As mentioned, a village radio opera
tion might be staffed totally by volun
teers, especially if a caretaker family 
can be found. At the beginning, broad
cast time may be short, varying with 
the availability of persons to operate 
the equipment. As the station captures 
the spirit and loyalty of the community 
it serves, people to operate the equip
ment and serve in other capacities will 
emerge. One major activity involves re-

cording live music, interviews and 
events in the field for later replay on 
the air. The basic tool for such "out
side broadcasts" is a simple cassette 
recorder: concert-hall quality is not the 
objective. What does matter is that 
people hear themselves and their neigh
bors on the air, that they accept 
"ownership" of the station. 
Organization and administration 

Village radio can be organized in 
several distinct ways. A local Spiritual 

... it can be seen that a low
power AM station covering a 
given area costs less to acquire 
and operate than a comparable 
FM station. Moreover, AM ra
dio receivers are generally more 
universally available, and at 
lower cost than FM. 

Assembly may serve as host and ad
ministrator, essentially following the 
pattern of larger Radio Baha'i opera
tions on a more local scale. However, a 
local Baha'i community considering 
such an idea should first consult with 
the National Spiritual Assembly of its 
country, since the licensing and owner
ship of a radio station has many na
tional-level implications. Another pos-

Laura Schell from WLGI Radio Baha'i 1987 radio broadcasting course at the 
in South Carolina 'interviews' Bob Amoz Gibson Training Centre in Are
Posthlethwaite during the summer cibo, Puerto Rico. 
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sible organizational structure involves 
an existing community councilor sim
ilar secular body; in this case, the Ba
ha'is of the area would participate 
along with others. A station could also 
be owned and operated by a school, 
farmers' cooperative or other agency 
for development, or by an individual 
or corporation. 

In any case, the entity administering 
village radio should set general policy, 
monitor progress, keep an ear to the 
needs of the community as well as the 
goals of the station, keep the staff 
stimulated and happy, and serve as a 
clearing-house for suggestions, recom
mendations and grievances. If the pro
ject is managed by a local Spiritual As
sembly, that body would receive guid
ance and direction from the Baha'i ad
ministration as well. 
Options and models 

Village radio models may be classi
fied as private, institutional or public; 
commercial, cultural or educational, 
depending on legal constraints and the 
situation in any community. In some 
countries, licensing procedures may be 
long and complicated, without distinc
tion from larger stations. In others, ex
perimental licenses or certain waived 
requirements may be a possibility. 
There exist "wired" village models 
that may not require any licensing 
other than community permission; this 
must be carefully researched in each in
stance. 

From the chart on page 8, it can be 
seen that a low-power AM station cov
ering a given area costs less to acquire 
and operate than a comparable FM sta
tion. Moreover, AM radio receivers are 
generally more universally available, 
and at lower cost, than FM. For these 
reasons, AM is generally the medium 
of choice where possible. In some re
gions, however, low-power FM licenses 
are available, while AM franchises are 
impossible to obtain, usually because 
of crowded conditions on the AM 
broadcast band. Either AM or FM can 
be used for micro-power broadcast or 
wired systems, both at similar entry
cost levels. 
Who should consider vii/age radio? 

Shoghi Effendi (in Messages to 
America, p. 24) speaks of " .... the 
model Baha'i community-a commu
nity divinely ordained, organically 
united, clear-visioned, vibrant with 
life, and whose very purpose is regu-

-



" 

Bob Brown mans the control board in 
the Amoz Gibson Training Centre's 
production lab during the summer 
1987 radio broadcasting course. 

lated by the twin directing principles of 
the worship of God and of service to 
one's fellow-men." 

Any Baha'i social and economic de
velopment project should be a natural 
outcome of needs, desires and organic 
growth within the Baha'i community 
itself, benefiting in turn a larger seg
ment of the general populace. More
over, any project undertaken must be 
able to sustain itself and gain momen
tum, not collapse after an initial surge 
from lack of human or material re
sources. The important principle is that 
" ... the spiritual precedes the ma
terial. First comes the illumination of 
hearts and minds by the Revelation of 
Baha'u'llah, ,md then the grass roots 
stirring of the believers wishing to ap
ply these teachings to the daily life of 
their community." (The Universal 
House of Justice, letter to a National 
Spiritual Assembly dated May 1, 1984) 

Village radio presents a development 
option to Baha'i communities that 
have reached a certain plateau of spir
itual unity and administrative matu
rity. By mid-I987, one Baha'i com
munity had made application through 
its National Spiritual Assembly to the 
government for a license to operate a 
village radio station in an isolated in
digenous area, and several others had 
projects under consideration. If your 

community is interested in a village 
radio project, here are some questions 
to consult upon: 
Six questions 

1. Is there widespread interest and 
support for such a venture in this Ba
ha'i community? Do we have the base 
of Baha'i activities, especially teach
ing, to justify the venture? 

2. Is village radio a legal possibility 
here? Would it be a worthy undertak
ing in this community? Are there gen
uine needs that such a project could 
fill? Is the community likely to accept 
the station? Would they be content 
with a Radio Baha'i type of operation, 
or would they require a more secular 
structure? 

3. Do we have the human resources 
available to proceed with a long and 
often involved licensing process? Are 
there Baha'is who would help in legal, 
programming, technical or other 
areas? 

4. Are there sufficient persons who 
could be counted on to operate the sta
tion seven days a week, year after year? 

5. What about material resources? A 
typical village radio station might cost 
$3,000 to buy and install (excluding li
censing and other legal fees), and 
$1,200 or more per year to operate, 
even with a volunteer staff. Are we cer
tain of such funding? 

6. Is village radio cost-effective? 
Would the same expenditure of human 
and material resources in another pro
ject result in greater gain to the Baha'i 

Korea 

A marriage Tablet revealed by ~b
du '/-Bahti is read at the recent wedding 
ceremony of Kim Jun-ho and Chon 
Kum-soon (foreground), the first Ba
hti'{ marriage ceremony ever perform-

and secular communities? 
Further information 

If the answers to these questions are 
affirmative, the Baha'i community 
should consult with its National Spir
itual Assembly. One agency that can 
lend assistance in all phases of village 
radio-feasibility studies, licensing, 
engineering and installation, program
ming, staff and management training, 
and technical operation-is the Inter
national Baha'i Audio-Visual Centre. 
A village radio "owners' manual" now 
being prepared will probably be dis
tributed by the Centre. Here are ad
dresses for three IBAVC offices willing 
and able to serve: 

IBA VC Central Office, 7200 Leslie 
St., Thornhill, Ontario L3T 6L8, 
Canada. 

IBA VC Radio Operations, Apar
tado 1794, Maracaibo, Venezuela. 

Amoz Gibson Training Centre, HC 
02, Box 14765, Arecibo, Puerto Rico 
00612. 

"Ultimately, the call to action is ad
dressed to the individual friends, 
whether they be adult or youth, veteran 
or newly-enrolled. Let them step forth 
to take their places in the arena of ser
vice where their talents and skills, their 
specialized training, their material re
sources, their offers of time and energy 
and, above, all, their dedication to Ba
ha'i principles, can be put to work in 
improving the lot of man." (The Uni
versal House of Justice to the Baha'is 
of the world, October 20, 1983) 

ed on Cheju Island, Korea. It also took 
place without any other kind of wed
ding ceremony, an historic first for the 
Faith in Korea. About 100 guests at
tended the ceremony. 
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Brazil 

School of Nations marks seventh year 

August 1987 marked the seventh 
year of operation of the School of the 
Nations, a Baha'i-run international 
school in Brasilia, Brazil, and the 
opening of the new school year in its 
recently completed building. 

The new building has three class
room modules, a large cafeteria and an 
administration center. Within the 
classroom modules are 15 classrooms, 
a library and a science/art room. Each 
module is built around an inner garden 
area connected to all three modules by 
extensive covered walkways. 

The playgrounds consist of a sand 
and climbing equipment area for 
younger children, a grassy field for 
soccer and baseball, and a hard-surface 
court with spectator benches. The cafe
teria also serves as an auditorium with 
stage and piano which has been used 
continuously since August, the inau-

A front view of the £Scola das Nacoes 
(School of the Nations) in Brasl7ia, 
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The school has 3,600 library 
books for children and 1,000 
volumes in the professional li
brary for teachers as well as two 
color television sets, two video 
cassette players (VHS and Beta), 
a sound system, and filmstrip 
and overhead projectors. 

gural stage production having been a 
play presented by the teachers for the 
children. 

The school has 3,600 library books 
for children and 1 ,000 volumes in the 
professional library for teachers as well 
as two color television sets, two video 
cassette players (VHS and Beta), a 
sound system, and filmstrip and over
head projectors. 

Brazil, which marked its seventh anni
versary in August 1987. 

In January 1987 the school began a 
Suzuki method string program for in
terested children to complement the 
Kodaly method in singing and music 
theory given in the classroom from kin
dergarten through eighth grade. Next 
August, the school plans to open its 
high school. 

The program in all grades is bi-lin
gual, with half the day taught in Por
tuguese and the other half in English. 
International students receive an addi
tional eight hours of English instruc
tion per week. 

The Iowa Basic Skills tests show that 
77 per cent of the school's seventh- and 
eighth-grade students are above the 
grade level in achievement. For the 
first time last year, the science test was 
also given, and it was found that 66 per 
cent of the students were two years 
above their grade level, while among 
that group, 77 per cent were three years 
above. The school attributes these re
sults to (1) the bi-lingual program, 
which gives a "double dose" of such 
subjects as science and math; (2) the 
children of 35 nationalities who attend 
the school, broadening everyone's 
awareness; (3) the special attention 
paid to children with learning dif
ficulties and the consideration given to 
everyone's individual differences; and 
(4) the Baha'i prayers that begin each 
day and the universal concepts that are 
included and studied within the curric
ulum. 

Curriculum writing is a constant and 
ongoing process among the Baha'i 
staff; at present, staff members are stu
dying the application of scientific prin
ciples elucidated by 'Abdu'I-BaM in 
His writings and talks and applying 
them in the science program. For ex
ample, in astrophysics, His well-known 
comparison of magnetism to love 
could be used when speaking of the 
formation of atoms in the creation of 



stars. "You mean to tell us," one little 
girl asked, "that love is the cause of the 
universe?" The School of the Nations 
encourages thorough freedom in the 
investigation of such themes. 

This year, aided by the new physical 
plant, the traditional United Nations 
celebration the week of October 24 was 
especially successful. As a social ser
vice, the children decided to raise 
money for UNICEF's abandoned chil
dren programs. The annual Parade of 
Nations was held with children either 
in costumes from their countries or in a 
national costume of their choice. This 
was followed by a short program of 
peace songs and plays, after which the 
fair began. Each classroom designed 
and manned a booth, selling food, 
handicrafts or games; older children 
designed more than one. A popular 
booth was the Elegant Mail Service, in 
which beautifully crafted messages 
were written and sent from one friend 
to another for a small fee. Clowns were 
everywhere, thanks to a dozen hand
made clown suits donated to the school 
by a Baha'i from the United States. 
Parents helped by running a flea 
market which sold everything from 
Paraguayan straw hats to Polish folk
dance records, while local businesses 
donated gifts for a raffle. 

On November 5 an international din
ner was held with entertainment pre
sented by the older children consisting 
of peace plays and a chorus with violin 
accompaniment. Afterward, the stu-

Above: Students and teachers at the 
School of the Nations in Brasz1ia, 
Brazil. Below: Colorfully costumed 

dent body presented a check for the 
equivalent of $1,000 to the director of 
UNICEF in Brazil. News of the presen
tation was carried on national TV to all 
parts of the country. In his remarks, 
the director of UNICEF said the gift 
signified "children-to-children" par
ticipation, that it would sustain a pro
gram in Brasilia for a month, and that 
it heightened his respect not only for 
the School of the Nations but for the 
Baha'i community whom he had 
grown to love. About 250 people at-

students at a fair sponsored by the 
seven-year-old school. 

tended the presentation ceremony. 
The school is presently in great need 

of English-speaking teachers, with 
training and experience, from kinder
garten through high school. The school 
seeks unmarried teachers, pays passage 
to and from home base after two years 
of service, and offers a salary of $7,000 
a year (reasonable for living in Brazil) 
plus a housing allowance. Please send 
inquiries to the Board of Directors, Es
cola das Nacoes, Caixa Postal 7093, 
Brasilia, D.F. Brazil 71600. 
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The world 

Nigeria's Olinga campaign enrolls 353 

The fIrst week of the Olinga teaching 
campaign in Eket, Nigeria, carried out 
by 20 dedicated Nigerian Baha'is, 
brought 14 new Assemblies into being 
and raised up 353 new believers in the 
"heart of the Christian area," ac
cording to a telex received last De
cember 10 at the World Centre from 
the National Spiritual Assembly of Ni-
geria. 

• 
The relationship between the Baha'is 

of Nigeria and the traditional rulers of 

South Africa 

Lowell Johnson (Ie/t), author/editor 
of the aTt biography book 'Reginald 
Turvey, Life and Art' presents a copy 
to the executive director of the 1820 
Settlers Foundation in Grahamstown, 
South Africa, during an arts festival 
there. More than 2, ()()() people learned 
about the Faith at a retrospective ex
hibit of Mr. Turvey's paintings spon-
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Bendel State continues to deepen. 
Last December the Prime Minister 

of Oghara, Chief Agunu, received a 
delegation of 20 Baha'is from the Har
mattan Baha'i School, talking with 
them for an hour and a half. He asked 
for a Baha'i to come each week or two 
to the palace to help him deepen in the 
Baha'i Writings. 

The chief accepted an invitation to 
visit the school the following Saturday, 
arriving on schedule with four of his 
chiefs, all wearing white robes, white 

sored by the National Spiritual As
sembly of South Africa as a social and 
economic development project. Mr. 
Turvey, a descendant of the British set
tlers who came to South Africa as pio
neers in 1820, was' called by the Guar
dian 'the father of the BaM'is of South 
Africa. ' 

hats and coral beads. They stayed for 
an hour while prayers were offered in 
Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo, Ibidio and Eng
lish, and a Baha'i choir sang three 
songs. 

As requested by the Baha'is on their 
visit to him, Chief Agunu addressed 
the school in his flawless English on the 
topics of traditional Urhobo marriages 
and the yam festivals. 

An Auxiliary Board member has 
been asked by the National Assembly 
to be the chief's teacher. The National 
Assembly has assigned a teacher to 
each of the chiefs in Bendel State to 
provide deepening on a personal basis, 
as they are unable to attend general 
meetings. 

• 
Last December another traditional 

ruler in Nigeria was enrolled in the 
Faith. He is Chief S.A. Iduwe, the 
Enogle of Obe, hereditary king of the 
Obe Clan. 

The chief, whose wife and sister have 
also been enrolled, said he plans to be 
an active Baha'i. All three attended 
classes last December at the Harmattan 
Baha'i School. 

The chief has endorsed a mass teach
ing project for Obe whose goal is the 
establishment of nine Assemblies, one 
in each village. 

• 
The recent enrollment in the Faith of 

the traditional ruler of Ekpoma, Ben
del State, marks the ninth such digni
tary to enlist in the Cause in Nigeria. 
The traditional rulers are highly re
spected personages in Bendel State. 

Panama 
United Nations Day was celebrated 

last October 24 by the Baha'is of 
Panama with a program at the House 
of Worship followed by a talk on the 
promulgation of peace by Baha'i Oscar 
Torrez. 



India 

An adult education program, begun in 
1984 by the New Era High School's 
Rural Development Program in Panch
gani, India, has developed rapidly and 
drew praise in a recent evaluation by 
representatives of the central govern
ment's Ministry of Human Resource 
Development, which said, 'We have 
one of the good adult literacy pro
grams in the country.' In 1984, 30 
centers were opened with 900 adult 
students, 750 of whom were women. 
By 1986 the program had expanded to 
60 centers. There are presently 60 
teachers, 43 of them women, who re
ceive regular training and support from 
the New Era Development Institute. 
Pictured above are members of a teach
er training class held at the Institute . 

• 
On January 31, at the invitation of 

Archbishop Angelo Fernandes and 
members of the Development, Justice 
and Peace Commission of Delhi Arch
diocese, the National Spiritual Assem
bly of India sent a representative, A.K. 
Merchant, to the Multi-Religious 
Prayer Meeting for Peace held at the 
Convent of Jesus & Mary, BangIa Sa
hib Marg. 

Included in the second half of the 
program were prayers by members of 
various faiths including Buddhist, 
Christian, Jewish, Sikh and Baha'i. 

The Faith was introduced as dedi
cated to the oneness of mankind, world 
peace, and the establishment of a "new 
World Order. " 

The prayer meeting coincided with 
the 40th anniversary of the martyrdom 
of Mahatma Gandhi. 
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Hushmand Fatheazam, a member of 
the Universal House of Justice, is pic
tured after laying the foundation stone 
last September at the Bahd 'I' Publishing 
Trust-owned plot at Okhla Industrial 

A seminar on Religion in the Arts 
was held last October 24 at Baha'i 
House, New Delhi, the national Baha'i 
headquarters, with the participation of 
40 students from Delhi University and 
10 Baha'i youth. 

The event was co-sponsored by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of India 
and the W orId Conference on Religion 
for Peace (India), at the latter's sugges
tipn. 

Speakers included the secretary of 

-

Area, Phase-I, New Delhi, India, 
where the production unit of the Ba
hO'( Publishing Trust of India is soon 
to be constructed. 

the National Spiritual Assembly, R.N. 
Shah, and Dr. A.K. Merchant who 
spoke from his 12 years' experience as 
a student and active member of the 
Faith about the transforming effect of 
religious truth on human thought and 
action. 
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Zimbabwe 

More than 100 people attended a cele
bration last November 12 of the anni
versary of the Birth of Baha 'u Wah held 
at the home of a Baha'i in Harare, 
Zimbabwe. Among the guests were the 
Permanent Secretary of Information, 

Malaysia 
The Spiritual Assembly of Hilir 

Perak, Malaysia, held a peace con
ference last November, one of the few 
public functions approved by the po
lice in the wake of a recent ban on 
public gatherings. 

The District Officer officiated, giv
ing a supportive address on creating 

St. Vincent/Grenadines 
Residents of St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines recently had the chance to 
attend a Baha'i meeting without leav
ing home. 

The historic meeting, held at the Ba
ha'i National Center, was broadcast 
live on radio-the Baha'i community's 
fll'st opportunity to take part in the sta
tion's weekly "Divine Worship Ser
vice" broadcast. 

More than 20 adults and children at
tended the event which included pray
ers, a reading on unity from the writ
ings of 'Abdu'l-Baha, songs in English 
and Zulu, and a four-part discussion 
on the theme of unity. 

Alban Ballantyne (who explained 
that the Faith has no clergy) was mas
ter of ceremonies and gave a brief in
troduction to the Faith. 
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representatives of the Department of 
Women's Affairs, and a member of the 
City Council. After readings and the 
song 'Blessed Is the Spot, ' a brief talk 
on the Faith was presented. 

peace awareness. 
One hundred-fourteen participants, 

67 of whom were not Baha'is, were 
registered for the day-long event. Each 
was given a copy of the summary of the 
Universal House of Justice's peace 
statement and a report from the Baha'i 
International Community. All peace 
topics were handled by the speakers· in 
a most effective way, with one non-Ba
ha'i speaker taking most of her text 
from the Baha'i Writings on peace. 

• 
Two local Assemblies in Malaysia, 

the city Assembly of Kota Kinabalu 
and the rural Assembly of Kota Mar
du, collaborated with the Metro Lions 
Club last September to carry out a 
rural health screening project. 

Baha'is spread the word and put up 
two posters in advance, and as a result, 
more than 200 rural people turned up 
at a community hall for the screening. 

The Lions Club brought a physician, 
two dentists, a nurse and medical sup
plies. Baha'IS from Kota and Kinabalu 
helped while screening for diabetes and 
visual problems was carried out, teeth 
were extracted, check-ups were given, 
parasites treated, and vitamins dis
tributed. 

Alaska 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Alaska presented its 1987 Honor 
Kempton Service to Humanity Award 
to Norman Nault, director of the Ke
naitze Indian Tribe. 

Among the 116 people who attended 
the presentation ceremony in Ancho
rage were Counsellor Lauretta King 
and all nine members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

Letters were received from the lieu
tenant governor, senators, legislators, 
friends and family members for inclus
ion in the commemorative album that 
is given to each recipient with pictures 
of the event. 

• 
Rita Pitka Blumenstein, a Yup'ik 

tradition bearer originally from 
Tununak on Nelson Island, was pre
sented the 1987 Governor's Award for 
the Arts, which is given annually to in
dividuals and organizations who have 
made significant contributions to the 
arts in Alaska. 

Mrs. Blumenstein, a Baha'i from 
Palmer, is a dedicated teacher who has 
shared her knowledge of basketry, skin 
sewing, story-telling and Yup'ik danc
ing with hundreds of people in Alaska, 
Europe, Canada and South America. 

She presently teaches in the com
munity college in Palmer and in the 
Johnson O'Malley (Indian education) 
programs in the public schools. 

Vanuatu 
Encouraged by the Baha'i Interna

tional Community to build friendly re
lations with United Nations entities, 
the National SpiritUal Assembly of Va
nuatu sponsored UN Day meetings last 
year in two Baha'i Centers-in Vila, 
the capital, and in Lenakel, on the is
land of Tanna. 

Six weeks earlier, the National As
embly's representatives from Efate and 
Tanna met with the acting head of 
ESCAP (Economic and Social Com
mission for Asia and the Pacific) to 
plan their collaboration in the UN day 
observances. 

Meetings in both places followed a 
similar pattern: uplifting prayers and 
music, talks on the UN/Baha'i rela
tionship, and UN displays and video 
materials. 



New Zealand 
A major National Baha'i Teaching 

Conference was held for the flrst time 
last October on a Maori marae (meet
ing place) in New Zealand. 

Counsellor Lisiate Maka of Tonga, a 
special guest, was given the customary 
welcome with full Maori protocol, to 
which he responded in his native ton
gue. 

The 540 friends attending included 
Maori, Tongan, Samoan, Persian and 
Palceha (European) Baha'is of New 
Zealand and individuals from other 

Bangladesh 
The Baha'i National Teaching Com

mittee of Bangladesh organized a 
seven-day deepening institute last Oc
tober 25-31 in Dhaka. 

About 30 Baha'is from 15 com
munities attended the institute. Most 
were relatively new Baha'is, and classes 
on many basic topics relating to the 
Faith were held. Among the partici
pants were six Baha'is from the Marma 
tribe in Chittagong. 

A highlight of the institute was the 
presence at a unity feast October 24 of 
Counsellor Mas'ud Khamsi, a member 
of the International Teaching Centre in 
Haifa, who inspired the friends with 
news of the progress of the Faith 
around the world and also spoke about 
the importance of deepening one's 
knowledge of the Faith. 

Also attending and taking part in 
many classes was Shamseer Ali, an 
Auxiliary Board member from Pakis
tan and the representative of Coun
sellor sabir Afaqi. 

The closing ceremony was conducted 
by Auxiliary Board member Masumul 
Huda who called on the friends to feel 
the great responsibility that is on their 
shoulders to carry the Message of 
Bahci'u'llah to every area of the coun
try and to be steadfast in His Cause. 

The institute ended with the distribu
tion by Mr. Khamsi of rose petals from 
the Holy Land. 

• 
A report received last November 

from Bangladesh indicates that mem
bers of the Rajshahi tribe were enrolled 
in the Faith in great numbers in Oc
tober: 150 (the entire village) in Bagdi, 
and 97 in Kushtia. 

Pacific Island groups-Tuvalu, Cook 
Islands, Vanuatu, Solomon Islands 
and the Philippines. 

The National Assembly of New Zea
land called the gathering a "hallmark 
conference" symbolizing a transition 
the New Zealand community is passing 
through. 

• 
The 335 Baha'is who gathered the 

first week in January at the North Is
land Summer School in Pukekohe, 
New Zealand, included believers from 

Costa Rica 

Excellency Oscar Arrias (right). 
president of Costa Rica and winner of 
the 1987 Nobel Peace Prize, receives a 
copy of the peace statement by the 
Universal House of Justice. The pre
sentation was made last October 7 by 
Counsellor Rodrigo Tomas and Mrs. 
Helen de Sdnchez. secretary of the Na-

Tonga, Samoa, Japan, Australia, the 
Cook Islands, Papua New Guinea, Va
nuatu, Fiji, and New Zealand in the 
Pacific region. 

Other participants were natives of 
Iran, Iraq, Peru, Malaysia and South 
Africa. 

A deeper understanding of the Cov
enant was the focus of the study, and 
the large group of children and youth 
were praised for their exemplary be
havior. 

tional Spiritual Assembly of Costa 
Rica. The president was given 'The 
Promise of World Peace' in Spanish 
and a special English-language edition 
prepared in Canada and titled 'To the 
Peoples of the World.' Only one week 
after the presentation. President Arias 
was awarded the Nobel Prize. 
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Taiwan 

1,165 enrollments and growing! 

Pictured are six young Taiwanese who 
were enrolled in the Faith in Taipong 
last October 23 during the Jfuhdjir 
Project, a teaching campaign tf,zat has 
resulted in many hundreds of youth 

On February 3, the National Spir
itual Assembly of Taiwan cabled the 
Universal House of Justice the joyous 
news that 1,165 new believers had been 
enrolled during its recent teaching cam-

. paign, representing a 74 percent in
crease in the number of Baha'is in that 
country. 

embracing the Faith in rece,1t months. 
These young women, who are all be
tween the ages of 15 and 17, are mem
bers of three different ethnic minori
ties-the Paiwan, Ame and Paynan 

Fifty-nine new localities were opened 
to the Faith (the National Assembly's 
goal was 15) and five new Baha'i Cen
ters established, one in each teaching 
area. 

As of February 3, eight new local 
Spiritual Assemblies had been formed 
in Taiwan, with a ninth soon to be 

tribes. As of February, some 1,165 
people on Taiwan had been enrolled, 
59 localities opened to the Faith and 
eight new Spiritual Assemblies formed 
as a result of the Muhdjir Project. 

elected. 
"Expansion/ consolidation pro

grams have picked up all across is
land," the National Assembly said in 
its cable to the World Center. "Com
munity united and joyous (over) vic
tories won; determined to win greater 
ones." 
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Development 

A look at programs around the world 

Since the July 1986 Report on Baha'{ 
Development Projects was published, 
the total number of development pro
jects reported to the World Centre has 
increased by 19 percent, from 1,247 to 
1,482. This increase, while substantial, 
is not nearly as dramatic as the surge 
witnessed during the period 1983-86, 
when the number of development pro
grams operated by Baha'i institutions 
almost doubled each year, soaring 
from 196 to I ,247. 

During this past year, the number of 
projects increased by 15 percent in 
Africa, by 2 percent in the Americas, 
by 21 percent in Asia, and rose in Aus
tralasia and Europe by 152 percent and 
129 percent respectively. It should be 
noted that both of those continental 
areas had lower levels of activity in
itially: Australasia had 27 projects re
ported in 1986, while Europe had 3 I . 
The local activities taking place in Aus
tralasia and the United Kingdom, new
ly reported in detail, account largely 
for these increases. 

Although Baha'i schools still consti
tute the largest single category of devel
opment project, their number remain
ed virtually unchanged during the p~t 
year, whereas the number of other pro
grams rose by 36 percent. India and 
Zaire, which have approximately 70 
percent of the tutorial schools world
wide, are making determined efforts to 
improve the quality of education at ex
isting schools through increasing the 
attention paid to teacher training, to 
curriculum development, and-most 
importantly-to including spiritual 
and moral education based on the Ba
ha'i Teachings in tutorial school pro
grams. In addition, new schools are be-

This report on Baha 'f development 
projects (October 1987) was prepared 
by the Department of Statistics at the 
Bahd'f World Centre in Hai/a, Israel. 
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By offering Baha'i classes, in
troducing Baha'i concepts in the 
academic curriculum, and em
phasizing consultation as a 
means for problem-solving, a tu
torial school can raise the entire 
community's level of under
standing about the Faith. 

ing opened only when local Assemblies 
are prepared to assume major respon
sibility for their operation. 

By offering Baha'i classes, introduc
ing Baha'i concepts in the academic 
curriculum, and emphasizing consulta
tion as a means for problem-solving, a 
tutorial school can raise the entire com
munity's level of understanding about 
the Faith. The local Spiritual Assembly 
of a community in which a school has 
been established often becomes more 
active due partly to the need it finds for 
consulting about the school. In many 
cases, school activities create opportu
nities to proclaim the Faith directly or 
indirectly. Teachers, and their students 
as well, may play an important role in 
persuading other community members 
to modify long-standing hygiene, nu
trition and agriculture practices. Based 
on its experience with the tutorial 
school, the Assembly itself may iden
tify other ways to advance the social 
and economic life of the community 
and proceed to implement its ideas 
with increased confidence. 

The increasing percentage of non
school programs demonstrates that 
more and more Baha'i communities 
are consulting on how to apply the 
Faith's spiritual principles to the chal
lenges of daily life. Communities have 
discovered a wide range of imaginative 
approaches which simultaneously meet 
social needs and strengthen the fabric 

of Baha'i community life. 
AFRICA 

Education. Achievements during the 
last year include the extensive develop
ment of the Ruaha Technical/ Agricul
tural Secondary School in Tanzania, 
the inauguration of the Olinga Library 
and an agricultural training program in 
Chad, and the initiation of a technical 
skills development program in Nigeria. 
In addition, Baha'i communities in 
several countries conducted teacher 
training programs. In the midst of a 
major construction program, the 
Ruaba School has increased enrollment 
from 160 to 270 and attained self-suf
ficiency for daily operational costs. In 
Chad, the Moissala Assembly con
structed a small public library and sta
tionery store in the same building. Pro
ceeds from sales in the stationery store 
pay the salaries of the library/store at
tendants. This local Assembly also 
started a program to train people in 
development-related skills so they will 
be able to help rural communities with 
agriculture and community develop
ment. 

Recognizing that teacher training is 
essential to the success of tutorial 
schools, literacy and pre-school pro
grams, Baha'i institutions in Kenya, 
Zaire and Zimbabwe have conducted 
recent training programs. National 
Spiritual Assemblies in Liberia and 
Malawi developed written guidelines 
for their tutorial school programs, 
clarifying the responsibilities of the 
local and National Assemblies. In 
Zaire, it has been noted that the local 
tutorial schools often play an impor
tant role in the consolidation of Baha'i 
communities. 

Health and social services. In Bur
kina Faso, Kenya, Tanzania and Zam
bia, programs to train volunteer com
munity health educators have recently 
been conducted. The community 
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health educator traIrung programs, 
whose over-all goal is to improve both 
physical and spiritual health, follow a 
model developed by Dr. Ethel Mar
tens, which apparently could be repli
cated successfully in many other places 
as well. Specific training focuses on 
preventive health measures and covers 
topics such as growth monitoring, 
breast-feeding, oral rehydration, im
munization, personal hygiene and envi
ronmental sanitation. Every effort is 
made to engage the trainees in discus
sion which often focuses on methods 
for applying the newly-acquired infor
mation in one's home community. 
Since the example set by health educa
tors is an important stimulus for 
change, trainers emphasize its impor
tance during the course of the pro
gram. Provision has been made in each 
country for supervising the volunteers 
and following up on their activities, 
thereby reinforcing the initial training 
given. 

Agriculture and forestry. A total of 
62 small-scale local agriculture and 
tree-planting efforts are under way 
throughout Africa, according to rec
ords held by the Department of Statis
tics. Cooperative farms or garden plots 
supervised by the local Spiritual As
sembly comprise the majority of these 
activities. Produce is often contributed 
to Baha'i conferences or other events, 
while monies raised through sale of 
cash crops frequently are donated to 
the Baha'i Funds or used to construct a 
local Haziratu'l-Quds or tutorial 
school. Tree-planting or farming on 
Temple sites or other Baha'i properties 
also safeguards ownership of the prop
erty in some cases and demonstrates 
the Baha'is' commitment to improving 
the environment. In Burkina Faso, a 
Baha'i community recently obtained 
land from village authorities for an or
chard, which will be held by the As
sembly as one of the Faith's national 
endowments. 

Radio stations. Radio Baha'i Liberia 
(ELRB), the first Baha'i-owned radio 
station in Afr;ca, aired its initial broad
cast in December 1986. Reaching most 
of Liberia and parts of Guinea, Ivory 
Coast and Sierra Leone with its 5kW 
signal, ELRB has rapidly attracted a 
diverse and enthusiastic audience with 
its blend of cultural, service and Baha'i 
programming. 

Community development and other 

Operational Baba'i Development Projects: A Statistical Summary 

Africa Americas Asia Australasia Europe World 

Agriculture 59 

Community Development 32 

Education 191 
Tutorial Schools 139 
Academic Schools 4 
Pre-Schools 25 
Literacy Projects 6 
Other Projects 17 

Forestry and Tree-Planting 3 

Health 35 

Radio Stations I 

Social Services 6 

Misc. and Unspecified 9 

TOTALS 336 

projects. Noteworthy developments in 
this field include the expansion of 
Zaire's Pygmy project, the initiation of 
a major "Youth Year of Service" pro
ject in Botswana, a technical assistance 
program and writers' project in Ni
geria, and economic development ac
tivities in Sierra Leone. Zaire's Pygmy 
population has long been subject to 
discrimination, but through the influ
ence of Baha'u'IIah's Revelation and 
the application of appropriate tech
nologies, a number of Pygmy commu
nities are steadily transforming them
selves. The Pygmy project with its 
combination of educational, agricul
tural, health and community develop
ment activities has expanded to 10 ad
ditional villages. 

In Botswana, the National Spiritual 
Assembly has launched an ambitious 
teaching and service program, using 
the services of a group of dedicated 
youth from Europe and North Amer
ica who came to take part in its "Youth 
Year of Service" project. A Nigerian 
Baha'i community has implemented a 
technical skiIIs development program 
based on the laudable principle that 
people who have technical skills should 
pass them on to others. The same com
munity has also extended help to three 
other communities for their agricul
tural projects. Another Nigerian com
munity has established a writers' pro
ject, apparently unique in the Baha'i 

6 25 14 0 104 

IS 8 8 7 70 

104 479 20 II 805 
53 321 5 0 518 
12 12 I 0 29 
17 9 4 0 55 
4 88 I 0 99 

18 49 9 II 104 

5 10 0 0 18 

6 31 2 0 74 

6 0 0 0 7 

17 12 II 7 53 

264 19 13 46 351 

423 584 68 71 1,482 

world, which encourages its members 
to develop writing, research and con
sultation skills and helps them to write 
about the Faith. Meanwhile, the Na
tional Assembly of Sierra Leone has es
tablished a revolving loan fund which 
currently assists three Baha'i commu
nities with agricultural services, while 
another loan fund has helped launch a 
soap-making enterprise. 

AMERICAS 

Education. The use of Baha'i insti
tutes as sites for social and economic 
development training activities in
creases yearly. Established Baha'i 
(summer/winter) schools in the United 
States, such as Bosch, Green Acre and 
Louhelen, have added educational pro
grams designed for the general public 
to their long-established Baha'i curric
ulum and devoted more courses to the 
topic of development. The Tabarsi 
Training Institute in Honduras and the 
Tumben Kin (formerly Martha Root) 
Institute in Mexico have initiated train
ing activities for predominantly indig
enous Baha'i populations while pro
ceeding with major construction pro
grams. El Salvador's Jamaliyyih In
stitute also is developing its facilities in 
preparation for programs that will 
combine practical training in agricul
ture, construction, basic health care 

,and literacy with intensive Baha'i deep
ening. As part of the Amazon Project 
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in Brazil, a rural polytechnic institute 
also is under construction. Trainees 
from all of these institutes are expected 
to return home and apply their newly
acquired skills while teaching them to 
others, thereby contributing to the de
velopment of Baha'i community life. 

Notable efforts to improve the qual
ity of education offered in Baha'i 
schools include: a training program for 
Panama's tutorial school teachers; col
laboration in the publication of a 
Guaymi-Spanish-English dictionary 
(which should help efforts to enhance 
literacy among the Guaymi Indians); 
programs conducted at the Ruhi Insti
tute in Colombia to orient youth who 
have volunteered a year of service to 
the Faith; and the development in Haiti 
of a third-grade reading text which 
helps students make a transition from 
Creole to French as the language of in
struction. This reader, the first of its 
kind in Haiti, has been favorably re
viewed by the government's educa
tional authorities, and the most pres
tigious publishing house in that coun
try is negotiating rights for its publica
tion. There are indications that this 
reader will be used in schools through
out Haiti. 

Health and social services. Recent 
social service activities include alcohol 
and drug abuse programs in Alaska 
and projects to help supply food to the 

poor in Canada and the U.S. ~fforts.in 
the health field include an antI-parasIte 
campaign in the Dominican Republic 
and development of the Project Bayan 
health clinic and hospital in Honduras. 
Several Alaskan Baha'i communities 
are actively engaged in programs to 
combat alcoholism, a condition which 
has been identified as the primary 
health and social problem among the 
state's indigenous population. By ap
plying spiritual principles to these 
problems, Baha'i communities have 
gained increasing recognition among 
the general public. 

In Canada, the Baha'i community of 
North York, Ontario, is taking part in 
a local food bank, providing free food 
to people in need, while in the United 
States the local Assembly of San Mar
cos, Texas, organized a community
wide program to collect non-perishable 
food supplies for low-income families. 
The anti-parasite campaign, organized 
by the Dominican Republic's local 
Spiritual Assembly of Dajabon in col
laboration with several local organiza
tions and 100 volunteers, treated more 
than 600 children \\ith an anti-parasitic 
powder. In Honduras, two Baha'i pio
neer families completed the construc
tion of a small rural hospital in an iso
lated region with a sizeable Baha'i 
community where the nearest hospital 
was 100 miles away; a U.S.-based char-

itable organization recently flew in a 
medical team for a nine-day visit, do
nating large quantities of medical sup
plies, treating some 1,200 people, and 
contributing patient fees toward the 
construction in Palacios of a badly 
needed secondary school. 

Agriculture and forestry. Within the 
past two years, Baha'i-sponsored tree
planting programs in Haiti have dis
tributed more than 100,000 seedlings 
for planting. Development of a tree 
nursery in Lilavois, carried out with 
help from an international agency, has 
enabled the project to double its output 
and supply several reforestation pro
jects in the area. In Costa Rica, indig
enous believers have started a project 
that involves the cooperative produc
tion and marketing of agricultural pro
ducts, while at the Native American 
Baha'i Institute in the U.S. a native 
seeds garden and fruit orchard have 
been successfully established. 

Radio stations. In November 1986 
Radio Baha'i Chile joined four other 
Baha'i stations in Latin America, all of 
which serve predominantly indigenous 
populations. Its signal reaches more 
than 200 rural communities, including 
the area inhabited by most.of Chile's 
Mapuche Indian population. This 
Radio Baha'i station broadcasts cul
tural and community service programs 
which have already attracted a sizeable 

A front view of the Anis Zunuzi Baha'i School in Lilavois, Haiti. 
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and loyal listening audience and, in the 
near future, the station plans to in
stitute more Baha'i programming. 
Radio Baha'i Panama, which went on 
the air in January 1986, has increased 
its broadcast schedule from four to 12 
hours each day and plans to raise the 
number of programs geared specifical
ly toward the Guaymi Indian commu
nity. To fully integrate the radio sta
tions' work with ongoing Baha'i teach
ing and community development activ
ities, coordinating committees have 
been established for all of the Latin 
American Baha'i radio stations. As a 
step toward administrative develop
ment, all station coordinators were in
vited by the International Baha'i 
Audio-Visual Centre (IBA VC) to at
tend a recent deepening and training 
seminar at the Ruhi Institute in Colom
bia. The participants agreed that the 
occasion was timely and that the dis
cussions held were highly beneficial. 

Community development and other 
projects. Major activities include the 
inauguration of the Guaymi Cultural 
Center in Panama, a dramatic rise in 
the number of self-help groups guided 
by Haiti's Anis Zunuzi Rural Develop
ment Program, the initiation of "Year 
of Service" or other youth service pro
jects in several countries, and additio
nal varied activities. Through Baba'i 
deepening and programs designed to 
promote Guaymi culture, the newly in
augurated Guaymi Cultural Center in 
Panama promises to playa crucial role 
in consolidating and teaching the Faith 
in a region that has been exceptionally 
receptive to the Message of Baba'
u'llah. The construction of the Cul
tural Center using locally available ma
terials was in itself a major develop
ment project, as the Guaymi Baha'is 
rallied to provide much of the needed 
labor force. 

In Haiti, the Anis Zunuzi Rural De
velopment Program has been promot
ing the formation of mini-cooperatives 
as a means of enhancing community 
self-reliance, and recently this process 
seems to have accelerated dramatically. 
The number of these "groupements," 
consisting mostly of non-Baha'is but 
guided where they exist in the Lilavois 
and Liancourt areas by Baha'i develop
ment workers and local Assemblies, 
has more than doubled in the past year r 

standing now at about 80. Not only has 
the number of small groupements in-

creased, but several associations of 
groupements have been formed, and 
various larger-scale cooperative busi
nesses have been launched. 

National Assemblies in Alaska, Pa
nama and Venezuela report various 
youth service projects, while the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Canada 
has organized a Youth Service Over
seas Program, sending more than 20 
young people to foreign countries, 
mostly in service to the Faith; Grenada 

Radio Baha'i Panama, which 
went on the air in January 1986, 
has increased its broadcast 
schedule from four to 12 hours_ 
each day and plans to raise the 
number of programs geared 
specifically toward the Guaymi 
Indian community. 

and Belize have initiated activities in 
support of the United Nations Interna
tional Year of Shelter for the Home
less; Baha'is in Colombia have em
barked on the unique project of writing 
the history of rural communities en
gaged in social and economic develop
ment activities. 

ASIA 
Education. The organization of the 

New Era Development Institute (NEDI) 
in India, the major development of 
several schools and institutes, the con
solidation of India's tutorial school 
system, the development of literacy 
classes in Laos, the further strengthen
ing of tutorial schools in the Philip
pines, and the establishment of Baha'i 
schools in Thailand's refugee camps 
have been the most notable achieve
ments during the period under review. 

Recently organized, the New Era De
velopment Institute has integrated the 
former Baha'i Academy and the Cen
tre for Rural Development and Tech
nology into a unified organizational 
structure. The Institute, which places 
special emphasis on the training of 
women, primarily aims to provide spir
itual and practical training to selected 
Baha'is. A major construction pro
gram is being initiated to provide the 
additional facilities necessary for 
NEDI's operations. Significant con
struction activities are under way at In-

dia's Faizi Institute to expand the Ba
ha'i Vocational Institute for Rural 
Women, and at the (Tadong) Baha'i 
School in Sikkim, while the National 
Baha'i Development Institute in Ban
gladesh has added new facilities within 
the past year. In Pakistan, the New 
Day Montessori/High School has been 
legally recognized by the government; 
this lays a foundation for future devel
opment. 

Lately, the National Spiritual As
sembly of India has been making a 
concerted effort to enhance and 
strengthen its tutorial school system. 
To this end, it has formulated a com
prehensive policy to guide the future 
development of these rural primary 
schools, including the stipulation that 
the schools achieve self-sufficiency, 
while fostering its own capacity plus 
that of the State Councils and Teach
ing Committees to provide administra
tive support. As part of this effort, the 
Rabbani Community Development 
Program has been training tutorial 
school teachers from several states. In 
Nepal, the National Assembly has ex
panded its adult literacy program and 
is taking steps to improve supervision 
and teacher training. For several years 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Philippines has been expanding and 
strengthening its tutorial school pro
gram, which operates primarily in re
mote tribal communities having size
able Baha'i populations. Some of the 
teachers play an important role in the 
over-all development of their commu
nities through helping to consolidate 
the local Assemblies and exerting an in
fluence on local agriculture and health 
practices. Since the people trust the As
semblies, government agencies have us
ed Baha'i Assemblies as their official 
liaison in dealings with tribal commu
nities in some instances. 

Other noteworthy achievements in
clude the development of kindergar
tens and literacy classes for the general 
community at Baha'i Centers in Laos, 
which has been appreciated by the au
thorities, as well as the development of 
Baha'i schools in refugee camps and 
resettlement areas in Thailand where 
many Indochinese refugees have be
come Baha'is. The local Spiritual As
semblies formed in these camps have 
established schools which must operate 
without external support. 

Health and social services. Activities 
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~eported in the past year include med
Ical camps and the training of volun
tc:er co~munity health workers in In
~a~ a pIlot health program in the Phil
Ippmes~ a health education effort in 
Malaysia., plus. health screening and 
commumty SOCial service programs in 
Singapore. Medical camps were Con
ducted in several Indian states pri
marily serving tribal peoples wh~ lack 
adequate access to health services. Rec
ognizing the efficacy of preventive 
health measures, Baha'i sponsors in
creasingly provide health education 
with curative medical and dental care. 
These camps often include Baha'i 
deepening and teaching activities, dur
ing which the visiting health teams can 
explain the Faith's teachings on health 
and healing, including the relationship 
between physical and spiritual health. 
Medical camps also have been held in 
Bangladesh and Pakistan, while in the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands the lo
cal Spiritual Assembly of Port Blair or
ganized homeopathy medical camps in 
two localities which provided badlv 
needed health care, and incidentally 
generated publicity for the Faith in the 
local media. 

The New Era Development Institute 
in India has developed a manual incor
porating Baha'i principles on health 
for training community health workers 
and has used it in at least one training 
program, while the Rabbani Commu
nity Development Program has begun 
training village women as volunteer 
health workers. This is especially im
portant because it is difficult for village 
men to discuss health issues with wom
en in many parts of the world, and the 
women have primary responsibility for 
family health matters. In a pilot health 
project launched in the Philippines, a 
Baha'i medical team visited a remote 
tribal area, walking for eight hours to 
reach it. This was the first time that 
doctors had come to the region, and 
within three days they were able to 
treat more than 300 people. The area 
has many strong Baha'i communities 
whose help the National Assembly in
tends to call upon to ensure the success 
of its planned child immunization pro
gram, to be conducted as an extension 
of this project. Malaysian Baha'is 
organized an anti-drug seminar in col
laboration with the local Information 
Department; the believers in Singapore 
carried out a high blood pressure 
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Pictured during a classroom presen
tation are teachers and students at the 

screening program and helped with the 
swimming program at a school for 
handicapped children. 

Agriculture and forestry. Baha'i in
stitutions manage a total of 35 agricul
tural and tree-planting endeavors in 
Asia, with most of them located in Ma
laysia where 20 small cooperative 
farming ventures and fish ponds enable 
Baha'i communities to contribute to 
the Fund and to other community ac
tivities. However, the most notable ef
fort by far was the afforestation pro
gram conducted by the Rabbani School 
in India, for which the school won the 
prestigious Indira Gandhi Friends of 
the Trees A ward in the schools cate
gory. This national award, presented 
by the Prime Minister in a ceremony 
that was extensively covered by na
tional media, lauds Rabbani students 
for their involvement in tree-planting 
activities in nearby communities and 
praises the school for curtailing dras
tically its own consumption of wood 
through use of fuel-efficient stoves. A 
model tree nursery has been established 
at the school, and several villagers have 
begun their own tree nurseries with 
help from Rabbani staff. The Rabbani 
School also conducts an agricultural 

Bahd'i'-run New Era School in Panch
gani (near Bombay), India. 

development program in a number of 
neighboring villages, providing res
idents with guidance and systematic 
training to adopt better methods of 
farming. 

Community development and other 
programs. The initiation of a program 
to develop model Baha'i villages in In
dia, and the community service activ
ities carried out by Vietnamese Baha'i 
refugees in Hong Kong highlight recent 
community development initiatives. In 
India, Uttar -.Pradesh's state Baha'i 
Council has embarked on a program to 
develop model communities, starting 
with a handful of predominantly Ba
ha'i \iUages which have strong local 
Spiritual Assemblies. The State Coun
cil intends systematically to cultivate 
development which is spiritually, so
cially and materially balanced in these 
villages, thereby demonstrating the 
power of Baha'u'llah's Revelation to 
transform society. Many of the Viet
namese residing in Hong Kong's refu
gee camps have become Baha'is, and in 
spite of horrendously overcrowded liv
ing conditions and bleak prospects for 
resettlement, this gallant community of 
believers has maintained a positive 
outlook. Besides holding regular Nine-
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The Baha'{ Teaching Institute in Lelata, Apia, Western Samoa. 

:een Day Feasts and Assembly meet
:ngs, the Baha'i refugees conduct a 
:nonthly clean-up campaign, cheerfully 
joing a great deal of heavy, dirty 
work. This service has greatly impress
ed the camp authorities, resulting in in
;:reased respect for the Faith in Hong 
Kong. 

AUSTRALASIA 
Education. Several countries have 

established Baha'i schools and other 
educational programs recently, and 
schools in Papua New Guinea and Fiji 
have obtained official recognition. In a 
remote area of Papua New Guinea 
where the Faith has spread rapidly, 
local believers have constructed a 
school building, a dormitory and a 
teacher's house as well as having con
tributed a part of the teacher's salary. 
The National Spiritual Assembly be
lieves that this school not only fills an 
urgent educational need but that it also 
will help considerably in the Baha'i 
community's consolidation. 

In Samoa, the National Assembly 
oversees the operation of a Montessori 
school, which has attracted a highly 
diverse group of children. Recognizing 

the critical importance of helping Iran
ian Baha'i refugees maintain their na
tive language and culture while inte
grating with the general society, the 
Perth Assembly in Australia has estab
lished the Hedayat School of Persian 
Language. Other achievements include 
the long-sought registration of the Lo
maivuna Baha'i Kindergarten in Fiji 
and legal recognition of the Baha'i 
Study Centre in Lae, Papua New Gui
nea, as a high school. This Papuan 
school enrolls students who had to 
leave the government schools after 
grade six, helping them pursue the gov
ernment correspondence course for 
grades seven and eight. 

Health and social services. A health 
aid post and Ayyam-i-Ha service pro
ject in Papua New Guinea, a dyslexia 
project in Fiji, plus various community 
service activities in Australia stand out 
as noteworthy achievements during 
this reporting period. In a collabora
tive effort initiated by the government 
to restore health services in an isolated 
area, the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Papua New Guinea recruited a Ba
ha'i with some health training to serve 

in the aid post, paying his salary. The 
local Assembly provides his housing 
and a garden, a hospital has given him 
supplementary training, and the 
Health Department maintains the facil
ity and provides medicine and other 
supplies. This joint venture became 
necessary when the dominant church in 
the area withdrew the Health Officer 
(whose salary was paid by the church) 
after a large percentage of the local 
population enrolled in the Faith, and 
health conditions there were noticeably 
deteriorating. 

In Fiji, the National Women's Com
mittee arranged for a specialist in dys
lexia (a medical condition that impairs 
one's ability to learn) to spend six 
months in Fiji during which 100 child
ren received treatment. The commit
tee's determined efforts earned con
siderable praise for the Faith. 

In response to Baha'u'lhih's exhor
tations to conduct charitable activities 
during Ayyam-i-Ha, adult Baha'is in 
Lae, Papua New Guinea, donated 
blood to the local transfusion service 
while the Baha'i children visited sick 
youngsters in a hospital, giving them 
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presents. Many local Assemblies in 
Australia have lovingly helped Persian 
refugees integrate into Australian so
ciety as rapidly as possible, making 
contacts on their behalf about housing, 
employment and education. When a 
typhoon devastated the Solomon Is
lands, the National Assembly of the 
Mariana Islands spearheaded a drive to 
send needed supplies, enlisting the sup
port of various civic organizations. 
The National Spiritual Assemblies of 
New Zealand and Papua New Guinea 
also helped the Solomons after the ty
phoon. 

Community development and other 
projects. The inauguration in Australia 
of a residential community and train
ing center for Aboriginal people was an 
outstanding achievement-one that 
holds great promise for the upliftment 
of Australia's indigenous citizens. 
Featherstone Park, named for the 
Hand of the Cause of God Collis 
Featherstone, comprises 40 acres of 
land in Queensland on which a center 
wiII be developed to combine Baha'i 
deepening and agricultural training. 
Initially, the Baha'is will construct a 
meeting place and cultivate bananas. 
Programs and facilities are expected to 
expand in accordance with the needs 
and capacities of the local Aboriginal 
Baha'is, with a Baha'i community 
gradually developing on the property. 

Another Australian initiative was the 
establishment in Queensland of a 
youth support center which· helps 
young people find jobs and offers 
courses in various practical job skills. 
Government funding permits the oper
ation of a permanent office with a paid 
(Baha '0 organizer. 

In Vanuatu, the local Assembly in a 
predominantly Baha'i village oversees 
the sale in the capital city of vegetables 
produced by local believers. Through 
this effort, the community has been 
able to repay quickly a loan obtained 
from the National Spiritual Assembly 
that enabled purchase of the small sec
ond-hand truck used to transport the 
produce. Proceeds are shared among 
the individual growers, the truck pro
ject, and the Baha'i Funds. Other ef
forts in this category include the fol
lowing: a Baha'i Assembly in Fiji has 
actively supported a government pro
gram to promote use of smokeless fuel
efficient stoves; a community in the 
Marshall Islands initiated construction 
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The Landegg Baha'i' Centre in Switzerland. 

of a shelter at the local landing strip, 
prompting the rest of the community 
to complete the structure; and a Baha'i 
community in Hawaii has established a 
distinctive scholarship program where
by the annual award is made to the 
graduating high school senior who best 
exemplifies certain specified spiritual 
and ethical qualities based on the Ba
ha'i Teachings. The award has had a 
considerable impact on the small, iso
lated and largely native Hawaiian com
munity. 

EUROPE 
Social services. National Spiritual 

Assemblies in Ireland, Norway and 
Switzerland report programs to inte
grate Persian Baha'i refugees into their 
new countries. The Irish Baha'is have 
found that consultation is the key 
means for solving the myriad problems 
faced by the refugees. In each of these 
countries the positive attitude and 
adaptability of the Persian believers, 
coupled with the loving and deter
mined efforts to help on the part of Eu
ropean Baha'is, have contributed im
mensely to successful integration. In 
general, adjustment has been much 
better when the refugees have agreed to 
settle as pioneers in goal areas away 
from large concentrations of other 
Iranian believers, because there is more 
incentive to learn the local language 
and to develop friendships with Euro-

peans. In Germany, the National Spir
itual Assembly has responded to the 
problem of chronic unemployment by 
appointing four Baha'is as counselors 
to consult with and encourage unem
ployed Baha'is. 

Community development and other 
programs. During the past year a va
riety of projects have been developed, 
with several of them focusing on child
ren and youth. The French National 
Youth Committee organized a month
long youth service and teaching project 
in Corsica that involved 19 youth who 
cleared brush, tended young trees in a 
forest grove, and performed many 
other services, consclously striving to 
demonstrate Baha'i principles through 
their humble behavior, hard work and 
self-sacrifice. In conjunction with the 
Manchester Youth Conference, the 
National Youth Committee of the 
United Kingdom held youth service 
projects dedicated to the two Baha'i 
youth most recently martyred in Iran. 
In Ireland, a summer camp for child
ren sought to enhance cooperation and 
concern for the environment, while a 
traveling puppet show developed by a 
Baha'i community educates children 
on peace. Communities in the United 
Kingdom, France, Germany and the 
Netherlands have all contributed fi
nancially to development activities in 
Third World countries. 



Sierra Leone 

Tutorial school opens in Yikandor 

Last August 25, the Baha'i tutorial 
school at Yikandor, in the Pujehun 
District of Sierra Leone, which was 
established in November 1984, received 
approval from the country's Ministry 
of Education as a primary school. 

One of the requirements was the em
ployment of a trained and qualified 
teacher to run the school. The offer by 
a member of the National SpiritUal 
Assembly of Sierra Leone to move to 
the area and take up the appointment 
enabled the school to start on a firm 
footing. 

The original two-classroom wattle 
building, built completely through the 
unified action of the local community, 
was replaced by a permanent cement 
structure with a zinc roof, built by the 
local community with help from the 
National Assembly and sponsored by 
the Bo/Pujehun Rural Development 
Project. The new building consists of 
three classrooms, an office and a store. 
The people of Yikandor provided the 
labor and materials such as sand. 
boards, sticks and stones. Every
one-men, women and children-took 
part in the work. 

While construction was going on, a 
series of photographs was taken show
ing the progress of the work. When it 
was completed, the photographs were 
presented to officers of the Ministry of 
Education so that the registration and 
approval of the school could be ~f
fected. On August 25, 1987, the Mm
istry gave its final approval, and the 
school was registered with the number 
P77. The Baha'i school was one of on
ly three approved at that time in the en
tire country. 

More than a thousand people attend
ed the school's opening ceremony on 
November 21, 1987. Among them were 
the Paramount Chiefs of the Panga
Kabonde and Malen Chiefdoms; the 
inspector of schools, Pujehun District; 

the District Officer and assistant Dis
trict Officer; the Officer Commanding 
(police); the Inspectorate officers; head 
teachers, teachers, section chiefs, town 
chiefs, and six members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Sierra 
Leone. The Muslim primary school in 
Benga and the District Education 
Committee school at Masahun Fortune 
were represented, while several groups 
of native dancers graced the occasion, 
the planning for which had begun sev
eral months before. 

The ceremony began at 11 :30 a.m. 
with prayers in English, Mende (the 
local language) and Arabic. After a 
speech of welcome by Aminata Lu
senie, a Class 4 student, Alfred Robin
son, a pioneer to the area, explained 
how the Baha'is had established the 
school in response to requests from the 
villagers themselves, who said, "The 
children you train (at the school) will 
be your true Baha'is." And so the 
school was begun with Miss Mary Sam, 
a resident of the village, as the volun
teer teacher. 

One of the Paramount Chiefs said 
that, as this is the first Baha'i primary 
school in the country, he would do his 
utmost to give his full support to the 
Baha'is, and urged his people to do 
likewise. The district Inspector of 
Schools added that this was not the 

time for words, but deeds. The Baha'i 
school, he said, was "the fastest pro
gressing" he had ever seen in the area. 
He promised that he would always be 
prepared to serve any agency that 
would do "just as the Baha'is have 
done." 

The representative of the Communi
ty Development Program Officer for 
Bo/Pujehun Project, Tahiru Fullei, ex
pressed appreciation for the speed and 
quality of the work. "The cooperation 
and efforts of the Baha'is in this com
munity has made a never-to-be-forgot
ten impression," he said, "and we are 
always ready to give you our support. " 

The chairman called on the Town 
Chief, Moibeh Jusu, who is a member 
of the Spiritual Assembly of Yikandor, 
to cut the ribbon, after which the 
sounds of musical instruments were 
heard throughout the village. Food was 
served, and everyone enjoyed special 
dances by students at the school. 

The school now has five staff mem
bers including the head teacher and 135 
students, some from other villages such 
as Benga, Gabena, Barleh and Sahn. 

There are plans to extend the cur
riculum to include arts and crafts, 
needlework and agriculture, and the 
community is planning to build hous
ing for the staff near the campus. 
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Bolivia 

FUNDESIB aids development work 

Bolivia is a country whose geog
raphy shows many contrasts. La Paz, 
the capital, is 12,000 feet up in the 
Andes mountains; other major cities 
are nestled in lovely mountain valleys, 
and, proceeding east, one comes down 
from the mountains and foothills to 
encounter tropical jungles. 

The teaching work of the Faith has 
gone well in Bolivia; today there are 
almost 100,000 believers, or about one 
percent of the population. Most of 
them are indigenous village people who 
live in small communities in relatively 
inaccessible areas of the country. 

This rugged and beautiful country 
has been plagued recently by a steady 
economic decline, and the Baha'i vil-

This article, "Social and Economic 
Development in Bolivia, " was written 
by Steven A. Kozlow oj Shelby, North 
Carolina, who is the U.S. liaison jor 
Nrir University in Santa Cruz, Bolivia. 

For more information about Nur 
University or FUNDESIB, contact 
Steven A. Kozlow, Nur University 
Liaison Officer, 2411 S. Lafayette 
St., Shelby, NC 28150 (phone 704-
484-1697). 

For more information about the 
Dorothy Baker Institute for Envi
ronmental Studies, contact Dr. Wil
liam Baker, Casilla 280, Cocha
bamba, Bolivia. 

For more information about Badi 
School, contact Bruce Fox, Badi 
School, Casilla 658, Sucre, Bolivia. 

lagers as well as the rest of the popula
tion suffer more and more from this. 
Their communities lack even the most 
basic services, and relief does not ap
pear to be at hand in the foreseeable 
future. 

Into this arena of steadily eroding 
fortunes, FUNDESIB (Fundaci6n de 

Manucher Shoui, rector oj Universidad Nrir in Santa Cruz, Bolivia. 
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Desarrollo Integral de Bolivia, or, in 
English, Foundation for the Integrated 
Development of Bolivia) has come into 
being. FUNDESIB was founded in 
1982 by a group of Baha'is, some of 
whom were pioneers and some native 
believers. Its main goals are the devel
opment and growth of Bolivia, and its 
by-laws incorporate divine principles 
established by Baha'u'lIAh and set 
forth in His Writings. 
Fl"~DESIB's first development task 

was the establishment and promotion 
of a Baha'i university in Bolivia. With 
help from Counsellor Eloy Anello, 
who lives in Bolivia, Universidad Nur 
was founded in 1984 in Santa Cruz as a 
private university dedicated to the 
development of its students in the ser
vice of rural development. 

From humble beginnings, Nur Uni
versity has grown steadily and has 
changed its locale several times in re
sponse to that growth. Now finishing 
its third year, it is housed in a lovely 
building in the heart of downtown San
ta Cruz. The school serves more than 
500 students and boasts the only of
ficially approved master's degree pro
gram in Bolivia. All of these victories 
have been won at the cost of great sac
rifice on the part of those who work at 
Nur-and more sacrifice will be needed 
to continue the work and development 
of this first functioning Baha'i univer
sity in the world. 

While the University of Nur concen
trates on higher education, primary 
education is the concern at the Badi 
School in Sucre which was founded 
more than four years ago by pioneer 
Bruce Fox and employs some of the 
most innovative educational tech
niques seen in Bolivia. 

Now that Nur University has been 
launched and its future is being guided 
by capable believers, FUNDESIB has 
recently begun its own development in-



itiative in the Chaco, an inhospitable 
region in southern Bolivia, northern 
Argentina and northeastern Paraguay 
characterized by desolate roIling hills 
and savanna grasslands. The region is 
all but forgotten by the governments of 
these three countries, and the people 
who live there can count on few social 
services of any kind. 
. FUNDESIB entered· the Chaco less 

than a year ago with a community 
development project, the funding for 
which came from several sources in
cluding the U.S. Agency for Interna
tional Development (USAID). 

FUNDESIB is also working with 
ESPERANCA, a health development 
organization which operates a child 
survival project in the Chaco. Al
though FUNDESIB's own project is 
relatively small and has only modest 
funding, what is exciting is that 
FUNDESIB has come to be recognized 
as a legitimate and professional devel
opment organization in Bolivia and has 
been approved for funding by interna
tional donor agencies. The foundation 
is presently seeking more funding for 
its work and is slowly making a name 
for itself in development circles. 

Bolivia also boasts a most unusual 
development program, in Cochabam
ba, which was founded and continues 
to be run by Dr. William Baker. The 
Dorothy Baker Institute for Environ
mental Studies is situated on land 
behind one of the mountains that sur
round the city of Cochabamba. It has 
been the work of Dr. Baker over the 
last few years that has put the Institute 
in a position to help in the development 
of appropriate technologies among the 
indigenous population of Bolivia. In
novative irrigation methods, fish farm
ing, solar energy, bio-gas collection, 
new crops and farming techniques, and 
raising small farm animals are only 
some of the areas that are being ex
plored at the Institute. Village residents 
come to the Institute for a six-month 
live-in experience that includes hands
on work with all the innovative ac
tivities as well as courses and con
ferences. When they leave, they take 
these appropriate technologies back to 
their villages. 

Another development project, this 
one under the aegis of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Bolivia, is Radio 
Baha'i, a community station that 
broadcasts mostly in indigenous lan-

Students are seen between classes at the 
Baha'i-operated Universidad NLir in 

guages to the rural villagers. Its pro
gramming to date has been mostly 
community affairs and folk music; 
now it is in the process of reorganizing 
its programming to include a signifi
cant amount of educational broadcast
ing. The station was recently approach
ed by the Radio Learning Project, an 
educational program funded by 
USAID, about broadcasting that agen
cy's radio mathematics series for the 
next three years. 

Last November, in Cochabamba, an 
especially important event took place: 
a Baha'i development conference 

Cameroon Republic 
More than 70 university students 

from a number of ethnic backgrounds 
in Cameroon and from several other 
countries took part last November 27 
in an international social evening 
organized by the Baha'i Club at Ya
ounde University as a part of its yearly 
program. 

The aim of the evening was to wel
come all foreign students while provid
ing a forum for an exchange of ideas 
between them and their Cameroonian 
counterparts outside of the normal 
classroom contacts. 

Serving as coordinator was Guebe 
Francois, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Cameroon, 

k* 

Santa Cruz, Bolivia. 

whose attendees represented all of 
these development projects in Bolivia 
as well as representatives from Radio 
Baha'i of Lake Titicaca, Peru. What 
was momentous about the conference 
was the feeling of excitement about 
how the Baha'i-sponsored develop
ment projects in Bolivia have come out 
of obscurity and are beginning to make 
themselves known in national and even 
international circles. There was an ex
citement in the air, and also an air of 
anticipation ... anticipation of bigger 
and better things to come.-Steven 
Kozlow 

whose guidance and inspiration con
tributed greatly to its success. 

Besides pleasant conversation, there 
were refreshments, music, games, rid
dles and jokes. 

Among the Baha'is taking part were 
two young women from Iran. 

• 
Baha'is from as far away as France 

and Ghana attended a Baha'i Summer 
School held last December 23-27 in Ya
ounde, Cameroon Republic. 

A highlight was the presentation of a 
video of the recent visit to France by 
the Hand of the Cause of God Ama
tu'l-BaM Ruhiyyih Khanum. 
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The world 

Baha'is spearhead anti-drug program 

A public seminar on drug and alco
hol abuse organized last November by 
the Baha'i community of Newtown
ards, Northern Ireland, gained front
page news coverage the following day, 
the first time in Northern Ireland that a 
meeting sponsored and organized by 
Baha'is has heen featured so promi
nently. 

Guest speakers included representa
tives from the local police and YMCA, 
a community alcohol nurse, a member 
of Alcoholics Anonymous and a doc
tor who is an expert in this field. 

The meeting was chaired by Eddie 
Whiteside, chairman of the Spiritual 
Assembly of Newtownards . 

• 
The city of Londonderry was the 

scene of the first Northern Ireland 
Teaching Conference in the second 
phase of the Six Year Plan. 

Nearly 80 Baha'is from all parts of 
the country attended along with some 
from Letterkenny and Limerick in the 
Republic of Ireland. 

Among those present were Ridvan 
Moqbel, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly; Auxiliary Board 
member Beman Khosravi; and travel
ing teacher Roxanne Terrell. 

A highlight was the presentation of a 
video tape of the nationwide television 
interview of Charles Macdonald, a 
member of the National Spiritual As
sembly. 

• 
A lecture series last October-Decem

ber, sPQnsored by a respected educa
tional association in Derry, Northern 
Ireland, included a Baha'i among a 
roster of ] 0 distinguished theologians 
or scholars of many faiths. 

The Heritage Library Series, called 
.. A Question of Faith," devoted its 
December ] meeting to a talk on the 
Faith by Dr. C.K. Munro. 
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Assembly of 
Inverness, Scotland, receive from a 
postal official on November 9, 1987, 
framed editions of the first day cover 
of a stamp issued by the Post Office of 
the United Kingdom in honor of Ber-

The Philippines 
The Spiritual Assembly of Morong, 

Bataan, in the Philippines held a one
day teaching institute last November 30 
for 29 Baha'is, many of them refugees 
from Indo-China staying at the Refu
gee Processing Center in Morong. 

There was a visible expression of 
unity in diversity as Filipino, Amer
ican, Vietnamese, Laotian, Chinese 
and Samoan friends joined in studying 
the basic teachings and special ap
proaches to teaching Christian and 
Buddhist topics. 

Presenters were a Samoan Baha'i 
youth pioneer to the Philippines, an 
American pioneer, a Filipino traveling 

nard Leach and three other renowned 
potters. Mr. Leach, a Bahd'i, is known 
as 'the father of modern pottery. ' The 
stamp issue coincided with the 100th 
anniversary of his birth. 

teacher, a Laotian refugee, etc. 
• 

The Spiritual Assembly of Quezon 
City, the Philippines, with the support 
of five neighboring Baha'i communi
ties, has launched a new radio series 
called "One Planet, One People, 
Please. " 

The programs are heard each Sun
day morning at 9 o'clock on station 
DWAD. 

Two other ongoing radio programs 
in the Philippines are part of a goal of 
nine regular programs during this Ba
ha'i year. They are in the communities 
of San Jose, Occidental Mindoro, and 
Cagayan de Oro City. 



Thailand 

The International Day of Peace in 
Bangkok, Thailand, was organized last 
September by the United Nations In
formation Service which invited the 
Baha'i community to take part by 
mounting a display at Bangkok Uni
versity where the celebration was held. 

The display, consisting of six panels, 
outlined in the Thai language the mes
sage contained in "The Promise of 
World Peace." Copies of the peace 
statement and other proclamation ma
terials were on hand. 

The main speaker was Ambassador 
Richard Smith of Australia who pre
sented a talk on disarmament, after 
which, to the delight of the Baha'is, the 
chairman of the celebration announced 
that a "Peace Messenger" certificate 
was being presented that same day to 
the Baha'i International Community in 
New York. 

Zaire 
The National Baha'i Women's Com

mittee of Zaire (recently recognized by 
the Department of Women's Affairs) 
held a Regional Women's Conference 
last September 20 at the Baha'i Na
tional Center in Kinshasa. 

Ninety participants, mostly women, 
heard talks on marriage, family life, 
and the education of children. 

The mayor of the Zone of Gombe 
took an active part in the discussions 
on education and, at the close of the 
conference, graciously thanked the Ba
ha'is for the illuminating teachings. 

Ghana 
About 30 traveling teachers recently 

visited Nzema land, Ghana, access to 
which is quite difficult, especially dur
ing the rainy season when roads are im
passable in wetter years such as this 
one. 

Despite the hazardous conditions, 
the teachers were able to come to the 
area and form five new local Spiritual 
Assemblies and to open 18 localities to 
the Faith. Nzema land now has a total 
of 11 Assemblies. 

Members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly and National Teaching 
Committee of Ghana took part in the 
project. 

Germany 

The Peutinger Collegium, a cultural 
association composed of some of the 
most influential people in the State of 
Bavaria, has taken a second major step 
to express its sympathy for the Faith, 
since it distributed copies of the peace 
statement last year to all members of 
the State Parliament, and to more than 
300 guests at its triennial gathering last 
December. 

The Collegium has published in its 
December 1987 news organ an article 
by Dr. Udo Schaefer about the per
secution of Baha'is in Iran. The 
publication, whose circulation is about 
30,000, is distributed to virtually all of 
the leading figures in southern Ger
many. 

In addition, a gala event is being 
organized by the Peutinger Collegium 
at which a nationally prominent 
speaker is to share the platform with a 
Baha'i speaker, both of whom will ad
dress the plight of the Baha'is in Iran. 

• 
A recent "Festival of Understanding 

Japan 

Pictured are some of the more than 50 
people who attended the first Baha'i 
Youth Conference in Kurume, Fuku
aka, Japan, which was held last sum
mer. The event was coordinated by the 
local Baha'i youth group and spon-

Among Peoples" sponsored by the 
Spiritual Assembly of Bad Mergen
theim, Germany, drew an audience of 
5,000. 

The Assembly in this town, which 
was once visited by 'Abdu'l-Baha, en
listed the help of several other groups 
including UNICEF, SOS Children's 
Villages, Amnesty International, an 
Esperanto club, a sports club, and 
music and dance groups. 

The open-air festival was widely 
publicized with pages of photographs 
in two area newspapers and lengthy ar
ticles in others. 

• 
Participants in the Baha'i Winter 

School at Lindlar, Germany, number
ing 130 of every age group and nine na
tionalities, contributed a Tree for 
Peace to the public park in Lindlar. 

The school reported "a mighty spirit 
of unity" among the diverse groups as 
they studied the first 140 years in the 
development of Christianity, Islam and 
the Baha'i Faith. 

sored by the Spiritual Assembly of Ku
rume. The conference theme was 'The 
Six Year Plan and Japanese Youth.' 
Speakers represented three nationali
ties: Japanese, Americaf) and Cana
dian. 
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Uganda 

Uganda held its first-ever Baha'i 
Children's Conference last December 
24-26 with 34 children from the Kam
pala and Mbale areas welcomed to Ki
kaaya, Kampala. by members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly. 

The reporter for the Baha'i' Gazelle 
said the number attending was affected 
by a fuel shortage that had transport in 
the country almost at a standstill. 

Nevertheless, the program generated 
a new spirit of service, as parents were 
surprised to see how their children per
formed and participated. Mbale child
ren presented a play on the beginnings 
of the Faith and entertained with tradi
tional dances. 

Zimbabwe 
More than 150 non-Baha'is were 

present at a recent Baha'i marriage 
ceremony in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, 
conducted by marriage officer E. So
haili (authorized by the government to 
perform Baha'i marriages). 

The ceremony was held in a lovely 
garden setting for two non-Baha'is 
who wished to have a Baha'i wedding 
ceremony. 

Laos 

Baha'is and their guests are pictured at 
the dedication ceremony for the local 
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The conference closed with Mr. S. 
Isimai pointing out the importance of 
children in teaching the Faith, giving 
an example of how the Hand of the 
Cause of God Enoch Olinga had 
taught the Faith in West Africa by 
teaching children who then told their 
parents about the Faith. 

• 
More than I DO books were sold and 

160 copies of the peace statement dis
tributed last October 16-17 at a Baha'i 
display in Mityana, Uganda, where an 
agricultural fair commemorated World 
Food Day. 

The fair's theme was "The Small 
Farmer. " 

• 
The Baha'i Faith was the only relig

ion taking part in a Preferential Trade 
Area Exhibition last September 21-De
cember 5 in Kampala, Uganda. 

Thousands visited the Baha'i booth 
and made serious inquiries about the 
Faith. 

Among those who stopped to greet 
the friends were the President of Ugan
da, the Prime Minister, other minis
ters, permanent secretaries, Bishops, 
and delegates from abroad. 

Baha'i Center in Ban Viengkham Tai, 
Vientiane Province, Laos. 

The Prime Minister of Zimbabwe 
also passed by the booth. 

A local newspaper carried a full
page article about the Faith's participa
tion in the Fair, and a radio interview 
was held on "Why the Baha'i Faith 
participated in a trade fair." 

Australia 
The small but active Baha'i com

munity of Geraldton in western Aus
tralia staged a "Uni-Fest"-United 
Nations Intercultural Festival-last 
October 24, United Nations Day. 

About 175 people from four relig
ions and more than a dozen countries 
gathered for a program of music by 
groups from Italian, Vietnamese, Thai, 
Scottish and Cocos Island cultures. 

Classical music was provided by a 
guitarist, and an Australian bush-band 
performed. 

Two newspaper columnists and sev
eral news articles hailed the event for 
its unique contribution to unity. 

• 
The presence of overseas visitors at 

this year's Baha'i Summer School for 
Western Australia brought a spiritually 
uplifting note to the 250 children, 
youth and adults who were present. 

The visitors included Aboriginal be
lievers from north of the Tropic of 
Capricorn who participated actively . 

• 
In January, 36 children from 9-13 

years of age, supported by 15 adults of
fering skills, expertise and energy, held 
the first Baha'i National Children's 
Camp in Yerinbool, Australia. 

Fiji 
Miss Moce Waisu, the teacher of the 

Lomaivuna Baha'i kindergarten in Fiji 
since its inception in 1983, held a two
day workshop last October at the Lo
maivuna Baha'i Center under the spon
sorship of the local Spiritual Assembly. 

Responding to a request from Peace 
Corps volunteers, she instructed teach
ers from 11 pre-schools in Naitasiri 
Province on music, art and story
telling. 

On the last day of the session, a 
Naitasiri Province Pre-Schools Asso
ciation was formed, and Moce was 
elected president. 



Brazil 

A Campaign for Peace, sponsored by 
Baha'is in Sao Leopoldo, Brazil, open
ed last September 8 at the Municipal 
Library in Sao Leopoldo. Brazilian Ba
ha'is (third and fourth from right) are 
Dr. Zimarian Walker, Baha'i represen
tative to the United Nations Organi~a-

Guatemala 
After Guatemala's affirmative vote 

in the UN General Assembly's debate 
on human rights in Iran, a personal 
visit was made to the country's Min
ister of Foreign Relations to thank him 
on behalf of the Baha'is of Guatemala 
and to give him an update on the situa
tion of the Baha'is in Iran prepared by 
the Baha'i International Community. 

A letter of thanks and a copy of the 
update were sent by mail to Guat~· 
mala's Permanent Representative ,0 
the UN who cast the affirmative vote. 

• 
The new National Baha'i Institute 

"Shiraz" has been inaugurated in EI 
Tejar, Chimaltenango, Guatemala. 
with the attendance of the mayor of EI 
Tejar and the governor of the Deparc
ment of Chimaltenango. 

During the ceremonies, Counsellor 
Arturo Serrano explained the purpose 
of the Institute, the . governor com
mented on his hopes for the progress of 

tion in Brazil, and Dr. Washington 
Araujo, representing the Baha'i com
munity. Other dignitaries on the dais 
include the mayor of Sao Leopoldo, 
consular and civil officials, educators, 
and a representative of the Brazilian 
Society of Physicians jor Peace. The 

the Faith and Institute. and a cere
monial ribbon was -:ut \\hiie ll)() he
lium balloons were re!ea)ed. 

• 
As a result of the cooperation of a 

Baha'i representative from Guatemala 
with UNICEF and other government 
and private groups in organizing the 
"Peace Run" when it passed through 
Guatemala, UNICEF not only sent a 
special letter of thanks to the National 
Spiritual Assembly but also asked the 
Baha 'is to work with them in planning 
md organizing a contest throughout 
Central America with prizes for news
casts that focus on the needs of women 
and children. 

• 
The Baha'i public relations commit

~ee in Guatemala prepared nine pages 
of short Quotations from the Baha'i 
Writings on peace, education, consul
tation, unity, world government and 
related topics, taken from the peace 
statement and other sources. 

week-long series of events, which in
cluded an essay contest for young 
writers, was highly praised by the di
rector of the UN Information Center 
who expressed the hope that other 
communities in Brazil wouldfollow the 
example set by Sao Leopoldo. 

Grenada 
Baha'i youth in Grenada, inspired 

by the recent visit of a musical group 
from Guyana and by the Caribbean 
Youth Conference, have put together 
their own group which gave its first 
public performance last October at the 
Baha'i National Center. 

Included were songs, a drama to il
lustrate the evils of gossip, and a solo 
performance on the steel drum, all en
hanced by dramatic stage lighting and 
a creative approach to costume and 
make-up. 

Austria 
Nine countries were represented 

among the 190 participants at the Aus
trian Baha'i Winter School in Bad 
Hall. Upper Austria. at the end of 
1987. 

Two Counsellors. Dr. Leo Nieder
reiter and Ilhan Sezgin, addressed the 
sessions, and two new believers were 
enrolled in the Faith. 
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India 

In the far northern state of Hima
chal Pradesh, India, bordering on 
China, a new Assembly was formed in 
a tribal area at Barmour and 56 tribal 
people in various parts of the state em
braced the Faith as Ii result of a nine
day teaching-deepening campaign held 
last year in memory of the Hand of the 
Cause of God Rahmatu'lhih Muhajir. 

Also, 75 new believers were enrolled 
in Kinour District where a public 
meeting was arranged in a Tibetan 
school. 

A Baha'f lending library is to be 
established in the district. 

• 
A new course in roadside mechanics 

began August 3 at the New Era Devel
opment Institute in Panchgani, India. 

Twelve students were enrolled in the 
21-day course which covers three 
topics: "Roadside Mechanics 
Theory," "Roadside Mechanics Prac
tice," and a section in Baha'f Studies. 

• 
On January 20, after hearing testi

mony of the persecutions in Iran from 
Ruhiyyih Jahanpur, a cellmate of some 
of the Baha'f martyrs and prisoners in 
that country, the Supreme Court Bar 
Association of India adopted a resolu
tion expressing its deep concern and 
sympathy for the plight of the BahA'is 
in Iran and assured the BahA'is that the 

Students at the Pahadipur Vii/age Ba
ha'f Tutorial School in India are pic
tured during a physical training com
petition held last February at a Bal 
Mela (Children's Fair). The event, in 
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Pictured are members of a Bahd '(_ 
sponsored adult literacy class, one of 
60 conducted by the New Era Develop-

resolution would be forwarded to the 
Prime Minister of India with copies to 
the government of India and the am
bassador of Iran. 

Miss Jahanpur was invited to ad
dress the more than 80 members of the 
Bar by one of its members, Advocate 
Raghunath Singh. Many of them had 
read newspaper accounts of the perse
cutions, but Miss Jahanpur's visit 
marked the first time they had heard a 
first-hand account of them. 

Afterward, as the BahA'is were on 
their way to donate a number of books 

Phanpur, was one of seven such fairs 
held so far this year for the Baha'( 
schools in Uttar Pradesh with 53 
schools and 1,820 children taking part. 

ment Program, which meets in a village 
in the Krishna Valley near Panchgani, 
India. 

to the Library of Judges, they met a 
former judge, Mrs. Kapila Hingorani, 
who said that during a Law Conference 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in 1987 
she had highlighted in a paper she 
presented the plight of the Baha'i 
minority in Iran. She further said that 
she would be happy to attend Baha'i
sponsored public meetings on this and 
related issues. 

• 
Members of six Councils, one State 

Teaching Committee, the Auxiliary 
Board, and area teaching committees 
of the northern states of India met for 
a three-day consultative conference last 
September 18-20 in New Delhi. 

The gathering was inspired by a 
message from the Universal House of 
Justice about mass teaching in Taiwan 
and Nigeria, and was honored by the 
presence of Hushmand Fatheazam, a 
member of the House of Justice, whose 
guidance was greatly appreciated. 

Four members of the Continental 
Board of Counsellors also were pres
ent. 

• 
Twenty-two women from seven 

states in India met last October 29 to 
study the compilation on women 
prepared by the World Centre and to 
identify needs of women, adopt 
specific goals, and begin women's ac
tivities. 

The four days of meetings were 
dedicated to TAhirih and to the pres
ent-day martyrs in Iran. 

-----------------------------------------~ 



Republic of Ireland 

Inspired by reports of worldwide youth 
activities, the Baha'i youth of Ireland 
met at the Irish Summer School and 
drew up plans for a 64-mile 'Walk for 
World Peace' (the Tahirih Project) 
from Cork to Limerick. Forty-five 
walkers from many communities in 
Ireland and Northern Ireland as well as 
from Australia and the u.K. took part 
in the walk last October 3-4. They were 

Jamaica 
Twelve young Baha'is from North 

America (among them three Native 
Americans, three blacks and three of 
Persian origin) took part last year in 
Jamaica's Summer Youth Project, 
working daily with Jamaican youth 
from all areas of the island. 

Between July 25 and August 23, 
when the summer project ended with a 
National Youth Conference, the 12 
visitors dispersed to six rural com
munities and visited at least 16 others. 
They held workshops, established chil
dren's classes, laid the groundwork for 
youth clubs, entertained, worked on 
building an annex to the National 

Bangladesh 
The Mona Teaching Project in Chit

tagong, Bangladesh, has brought 25 
new believers into the Faith and re
sulted in proclamations to more than 
100 authorities. 

sent on their way by David Hoffman, a 
member of the Universal House of Jus
tice, who presented a moving account 
of the recent martyrdoms in Iran. 
lvfore than 300 copies of the peace 
statement were handed out during the 
19-hour walk, and the effort was 
crowned by receipt of a telex from the 
Universal House of Justice on their ar
rival in Limerick. 

Center, held public meetings, firesides 
and Nineteen Day Feasts, and visited 
individual believers to deepen and ac
tivate them. 

• 
In a ceremony last May 28 at the 

~1inistry of Foreign Affairs, Baha'is 
were awarded two Certificates of Merit 
for their participation in International 
Year of Peace activities in Jamaica. 

The ceremony, organized by the UN 
System of Organizations in Jamaica, 
included the presentation of a com
memorative medal to the country's 
~inister of Justice, the Hon. Oswald 
Harding, on behalf of the United Na
tions Secretary-General. 

Baha'is receiving awards were the 
communities of Jamaica and the Cay
man Islands for underwriting the Bro
chure Competition on achievements of 
the United Nations, and the Baha'i 
Peace-Maker Players for presenting a 
Peace Pageant that raised $10,000 for 
UNICEF. 

Costa Rica 
The Baha'i Youth Art Institute, 

under construction on a six-acre site in 
a valley about 10 miles east of San 
Jose, the capital of Costa Rica, is to 
serve as a center for training young 
people to use the arts in service to 
mankind. 

Courses will be offered in music, 
dance, drama, public reading of the 
Holy Scriptures, and the preparation 
of mass media programs and materials. 

Construction began last June, and 
by the end of August the basement and 
a part of the ground floor of the dining 
hall were completed. The center is to 
consist of a large dining hall, a multi
purpose area, and dormitories for 35 
students, for a total floor space of 
about 8,000 square feet. 

Singapore 
The Baha'i Women's Committee of 

Singapore supported the United Na
tions International Year of Shelter for 
the Homeless by holding a food fair 
last September at the Baha'i Hospice. 

The purpose was to raise funds for 
the destitute. 

Baha'is who patronized the fair and 
attended a unity feast held the same 
day helped, by their participation, to 
raise money that was forwarded to the 
UN Development Program (UNDP) on 
November 12, the anniversary of the 
Birth of Baha'u'llah. 

Colombia 
A two-month International Training 

Course for tutorial school teachers and 
youth preparing for a year of service 
was held last October-November at the 
Ruhi Institute in Cali, Colombia. 

Forty-three youth attended, among 
whom were two from Brazil, one Gua
temalan, one Paraguayan, two North 
Americans, and 36 from various parts 
of Colombia. 

A highlight of the course was a visit 
by Dr. David Ruhe, a member of the 
Universal House of Justice, who was 
visiting Colombia with Mrs. Ruhe. 

A unique aspect of this year's course 
was the participation of non-Baha'is 
who came to learn how tutorial schools 
function in order to apply the curricu
lum in their communities. 
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On the cover: Baha'is all over the world continue to present copies of the peace message 
from the Universal House of Justice, "The Promise of World Peace," to public officials and 
other prominent persons. In this photograph, taken last December, Gov. Henry Bellmon of 
Oklahoma (left) receives a copy of the statement from the Spiritual Assembly of Oklahoma 
City, which was represented by Dr. George Cooper. Gov. Bellmon is the second governor 
of Oklahoma to have received a copy of the Baha'i statement on world peace. 

On February 17, the Egyptian Court of Appeals in Cairo acquitted 12 Baha'is who were 
among 48 convicted last May 11 of allegedly violating a law banning Baha'i activities in 
that country and sentenced to three years in prison. Others of the original 48 were 
scheduled to be re·tried in March. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the United States issued a statement saying it was 
delighted with the outcome of the hearing and expressing its gratitude to the U.S. govern· 
ment, which through the Department of State and Congress brought its concern for the 
Egyptian Baha'is to the attention of the country's government officials, and to other 
governments who put forth efforts on behalf of the Egyptian Baha'is. 
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Essay 

The lDedia: Handle with care 

BaM'u'lIah referred to the swiftly
appearing newspapers of the late 18005 
as "a wonderful phenomenon and a 
great matter." 1 If "wonderful" and 
"great" are His characterizations of 
newspapers, what would He say about 
the complex networks _of electronic 
media that now girdle the planet? If the 
newspaper medium is a "wonderful 
phenomenon and a great matter," then 
radio, cinema and the various contem
porary forms of audio and video com
munication are simply beyond the 
power of words to describe. 

Baha'u'llah wrote in that same Tab
let that newspapers are as "a mirror 
which is endowed with hearing, sight 
and speech," and that they "display 
the doings and actions of the different 
nations; thev both illustrate them and 
cause them 'to be heard." 2 Unfortu
nately, mankind has strayed far from 
the true spirit of religion, and is conse
quently experiencing a degree of uni
versal anarchy and upheaval unpar
alleled in recorded history. In charac
terizing some aspects of the present 
social and moral decline, Shoghi Ef
fendi wrote: "In whichever direction 
we turn our gaze, no matter how curs
ory our observation of the doings and 
sayings of the present generation, we 
cannot fail to be struck by the evidence 
of moral decadence." ) He continues 
to note, referring directly to the media. 
the "degeneracy of art and music, the 
infection of literature, and the corrup
tion of the press." 4 

And yet how far have we sunk in the 
short period of time since those words 
were written only decades ago. "With 
sovereign unconcern. " writes the noted 
Baha'i scholar, Udo Schaefer, sum-

This article, "Relating to the Media 
Requires Careful Reflection," was 
written by Richard and Joyce Harmsen 
of Big Rapids, Michigan. 

fIT\l IillJ 

o 
marizing in 1983 the current state of af
fairs, "the permissive society now per
mits modes of behavior that have been 
taboo for thousands of years ... the 
prohibition signs toppled-except for 
one: 'Prohibition prohibited!-Taboos 
taboo!' " ~ 

So what is it that the media are re
flecting into our communities and 
homes? They are reflecting, to a great 
extent, the present moral and social 
gloom, a fact that was colorfully ex
pressed by television producer Eliot 
Daley when he described commercial 
television in North America in the early 
1970s as "death and disaster one mo
ment, trivia and banality the next, ce
mented together with the 6O-second 
mortar of manipulation and material
ism." 6 

How can an inappropriate way of re
lating to the media potentially under
mine our spiritual development? The 
media literally saturate our lives and 
permeate every aspect of society. In 
this regard the media can be considered 
culture-bound, and thus, like eating 
habits, are difficult to analyze objec
tively, much less modify or change. Be
ing almost synonymous with culture 
itself. the media have a considerable 
subconscious influence. "Television is 
a powerful teacher-and dangerous be
cause we are not aware of being taught 
when watching it," writes Nathan 
Rutstein in his book, Go Watch TV. 

"Information and knowledge seem to 
seep into our consciousness without 
our knowing it. Values are inculcated 
and we become acculturated." 7 

This process of acculturation can be 
a good or bad thing. 'Abdu'I-BaM 
pointed to the media's potential for 
good when He wrote: "The publica
tion of high thoughts is the dynamic 
power in the arteries of life; it is the 
very soul of the world." 8 Think of the 
effect on the world of just the Bible 
and Qur'an alone. or the use of print 
and other media in formal education, 
or the globalizing effects of modern 
communications media. 

On the other hand, the media con
tinue to be an effective catalyst in the 
negative process of cultivating mater
ialism and immorality. It is the sublim
inal nature of the media, and man's 
unawareness of his true nature, that 
make them so effective as a tool in the 
hands of "those with not so noble aims 
and interests," as Counsellor Farzam 
Arbab so tolerantly referred to those 
who wield control. 9 Some, such as Dr. 
Ernest Dichter, a pioneer in motiva
tional research, make a conscious ef
fort to change the values of society. 
Dr. Dichter has admitted that "the 
task of advertising is not primarily to 
sell products. but to convince Amer
icans that the hedonistic approach 
to ... life is a moral, not an immoral 
one." 10 

In an effort to sell, with the primary 
motivation being self-interest, advertis
ers and media professionals have 
found that appealing to the public's 
lower nature-that is, to baser physical 
and emotional needs and fears-is ef
fective. Blind to the spiritual reality of 
man, these media professionals have 
unwittingly become responsible in part 
for promoting the moral breakdown of 
society. 

This process of moral degradation 
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can be slow or quite rapid, but it can go 
on whether or not we are aware of it. 
As one individual observed, his grand
parents' generation "now watch with 
apparent interest and not the least trace 
of embarrassment. television programs 
\\hich would ha\"{~ shocked and disgust
ed them 20 years earlier." This is a 
good iJJustration of the gradual sublim
inal process that can undermine the 
morals of an entire generation. Actual
ly, it is alarming and tragic to think 
that in two or three generations "mar
riage," "chastity" and "fidelity" 
could lose their meaning to a large part 
of society. Alexander Pope, in his 
Essay on Man, wrote in this regard: 

"Vice is a monster of so frightful 
mien; 

"Is to be hated needs but to be seen; 
"Yet seen too oft, familiar with her 

face, 
"We first endure, then pity, then 

embrace." II 

But according to the Hand of the 
Cause of God A.Q. Faizi, the degener
ative process can be almost instantane
ous. In one of his talks, Mr. Faizi ex
plains Bahci'u'llcih's warning that we 
should not even approach those things 
that are unwholesome, and likens our 
unwitting approach to stepping into a 
pit of tar, where our retreat is much 
more difficult than our approach. In 
the story, two Arabian boys were re
turning home and one wanted to save 
time by crossing a supposedly hard 
lake of tar. His companion argued 
against it, but "the other boy wouldn't 
listen. He went some steps and then the 
left foot was down-imperceptibly. To 
pull the first one out, he had to press 
the right one harder. The right foot 
went in. Gradually, gradually he was 
drowning, but very, very slowly. The 
other boy ran for help and ... they 
brought a car and chain. When they 
pulled, the bones were separated ... 
he couldn't bear it. They brought a 
helicopter ... (but) eventually he was 
drowned." 

Young people especially, Mr. Faizi 
concluded, "must be very careful of 
the first step .... They're so sticky, 
these evil habits of life." 12 Examples 
of taking a "first step" via the media 
might include browsing curiously 
through a pornographic magazine or 
glancing at an X-rated movie on cable 
television, or indiscriminately exposing 
oneself to popular cinema which is sat-
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urated with unhealthy attitudes and 
images, or reading popular literature 
which often depicts immorality, vio
lence and lust for power and prestige. 
The problem comes when we think we 
are immune-that it can't hurt us-like 
the boy at the tar pit. 

Mr. Faizi relates another story, this 
one told by 'Abdu'I-Baha, about "a 
very pious person who asked one of 
these ruffians who used to drink and 
smoke and do everything like that to 
'come and pray with me for 40 nights 
and then see how you'll be trans
formed.' The man replied with a confi
dent smile: 'You come with me for only 
one minute and see how you'll be trans
formed!' " 13 

Modern communications media 
have made it infinitely easier to "ap
proach" those things that are un
healthy to the spirit of man, and much 
of the time we allow these images and 
ideas to literally invade our homes and 
saturate our lives uninterrupted. But 
exactly how do television and the 
media gradually and persistently desen
sitize us to violence and immorality? 
According to Dr. Joseph Wolfe, a be
havior modification therapist, "sys
tematic desensitization is most effec
tive when done with images ... in a 
non-threatening environment." 14 

Karen Mains, a noted Christian au
thor, has found that television viewing 
in the home parallels remarkably the 
process used by behavior modification 
therapists to help parents alter negative 
behavior in children. She challenges 
the listener, or in this case the reader, 
to "make your own comparisons to 
television viewing. 

"1. The person views familiar im
ages in a comfortable, non-threatening 
situation. He is completely relaxed. No 
emotional arousal is noted. 

"2. Certain images or scenes known 
to arouse emotional reactions are in
troduced. The patient's relaxation 
ceases. 

"3. The scene shifts or viewing is in
terrupted. The viewer's arousal is not 
allowed time to react. 

"4-. The viewer is given a respite 
period of approximately one minute 
during which he resumes a relaxed 
mental and physical state. This is facili
tated by eating or drinking. 

"5. As the viewer's emotions sub
side, the viewing of non-threatening 
images resumes. The subject is com-

pletely relaxed. No strong feelings are 
noted by the therapist. 

"6. This \;ycle is repeated and thera
pists who use systematic desensitiza
tion claim that it usually only requires 
20 to 30 exposure sessions to alter a 
person's feelings from acceptance to 
rejection or, more importantly, for the 
purposes of our discussion, from rejec
tion to acceptance." 15 

For the last 35 years, Ms. Mains con
cludes, "television has enjoyed a lux
ury no behavior modification therapist 
eyer dreamed of having. It's been al
lowed to work its demoralizing effects 
in its subject's most relaxed, natural 
and non-threatening environment-his 
own home. But most of all, television 
has been allowed to rehearse its basic 
collection of limited themes over and 
over again-not 30, but thousands of 
times; not in weekly therapy sessions 
but daily." 16 

If the behavior of a maladapted pa
tient can be modified in 30 desensitiza
tion sessions, what is the effect on a 
human being who has spent much of 
his formative years in front of a tele
\ision set? And what do we-and our 
youth and children-see? According to 
Donald Wildman of the National Fed
eration for Decency, four out of five 
scenes of sexual intercourse implied on 
television are between non-married 
couples. 17 And by the time the average 
youngster graduates from high school, 
he or she will have seen around 1,800 
murders simulated on the television 
screen. 18 

Regularly courting commercial tele
vision in North America will not, ac
cording to the best evidence, turn us in
to criminals or deviants, but it does 
have the capacity to sap our spiritual 
energy, desensitize us to violence and 
immorality, waste our precious time, 
and thus undermine our efforts to cul
tivate spirituality and to develop the 
distinctive characteristics of Baha'i 
life. 

This point can readily be appreciated 
if we view the home, as Mr. Faizi has 
suggested, as a kind of spiritual womb
world in which the soul and spirit of 
every family member should be nur
tured and strengthened. 19 He points 
out that backbiting, among other 
things, can completely destroy that en
vironment. "Courtesy and dignity are 
what bring nobility and standing to 
man," wrote Shoghi Effendi in a letter 
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to an individual, "whereas frivolity 
and facetiousness, ribaldry and effron
tery will lead to his debasement, degra
dation and humiliation." 20 These 
qualities are regularly modeled on 
North American television. Surely a 
regular media menu of these qualities, 
as well as immorality, sarcasm, fault
finding, violence, slander and other 
negative behavior representative of 
much of today's television program
ming can effectively thwart our efforts 
to spiritualize our lives, which is so ab
solutely essential to true human hap
piness and the fulfillment of our sacred 
trust. 

"We cannot segregate the human 
heart from the environment outside 
us," Counsellor Hooper Dunbar ex
plains, emphasizing the importance of 
the environment upon our spiritual 
condition. Paraphrasing the Guardian, 
Counsellor Dunbar continues, "The 
inner life molds the environment, and 
the environment deeply affects the in
ner life of man ... and every abiding 
change in the life of man is the result of 
these mutual reactions." 21 It is for this 
reason, he says, that we must consider 
carefully how to create the best possi
ble environment in our homes, and the 
media looms as a significant factor in 
the creation of this environment. 

There is yet another concern. In eco
nomics, decisions are seen in terms of 
the "opportunity costs" which no 
longer are possible once the money has 
been committed. If thought of in this 
way, in terms of what constructive ac
tivities we and our children could al
ternatively be engaged in-whether 
they be physical, spiritual or intellec
tual in character-we often realize that 
television or other media entertainment 
is a poor investment given the alterna
tives. According to Dr. Urie Bronfen
brenner, a specialist in human develop
ment, "The primary danger of the tele
vision screen lies not so much in the 
behavior it produces as the behavior it 
prevents-the talks, the games, the fes
tivities ... through which much of the 
child's learning takes place and his 
character is formed." 22 

Viewing the media within the context 
of man's spiritual reality can alter rad
ically our perception of what is ap
propriate or inappropriate, healthy or 
unhealthy. Shoghi Effendi points out 
that "evil forces do take control of our 
life, but it is within our power to free 

ourselves from falling under their in
fluence," and that "they (the Baha'is) 
should therefore open their eyes to the 
existing conditions, study the evil 
forces that are at play, and then with a 
concerted effort arise and bring about 
the necessary reforms .... " 23 That 
the nature and power of the media war
rants serious consideration by every 
Baha'i, and that it is worthy of general 
consultation within Baha'i communi
ties, should now be apparent. Notwith
standing this pressing concern, how-

ever, the media's culture-bound nature 
dictates that we should when discussing 
these issues use tact, wisdom, modera
tion and tolerance lest-God forbid
it should become a source of disagree
ment and division among the friends. 

What we see, hear and read does af
fect us, often subconsciously and, at 
times, dramatically. Why not, through 
selective control, use these "wonder
ful" phenomena we call the media to 
inspire and uplift us, rather than al
lowing them, through indiscriminate or 
unwise exposure, to counter and even 
overtake our efforts to realize our 
spiritual potential. 

Perhaps these timeless words of the 
beloved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, can 
serve us well as a standard by which to 
guide our media-related behavior: 
"Such a chaste and holy life, with its 
implications of modesty, purity, tem
perance, decency, and clean minded
ness, involves no less than the exercise 
of moderation in all that pertains to 
dress, language, amusements, and all 
artistic and literary avocations ... , It 
calls for the abandonment of a frivo
lous conduct, with its excessive attach
ment to trivial and often misdirected 
pleasures .... It condemns the prosti
tution of art and of literature. , .. It 
can tolerate no compromise with the 
theories, the standards, the habits of a 

decadent age," 24 
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Letter 

A three-tiered plan for success 

Dearly Loved Friends, 
"The stage is set for universal, rapid and massive growth 

of the Cause of God." 
These soul-stirring words were issued at RiQvan 1987 by 

the supreme Institution of our Faith, the Universal House 
of Justice. 

The onward march of the Faith, recently impelled by the 
guiding hand of Baba'u'llah directing His Supreme Institu
tion step by step along the path of its glorious destiny, must 
evoke in our hearts feelings of pride, of unbounded joy and 
gratitude at His holy threshold: The successive victories al
ready achieved within so short a period of time since the ter
mination of the third epoch of the Formative Age, both at 
the World Centre and throughout the globe, are truly soul
stirring and laden with such potentialities as can generate 
enormous spiritual forces for a greater expansion of the 
Faith everywhere. 

To these creative energies which come to us from on high 
is coupled the spiritual potency of the blood of the martyrs 
of Persia in recent times. These two forces combined enable 
the tree of the Cause of God to grow. One imparts to it the 
heat and the light which emanate from the Sun of Truth, the 
Author of our Faith; the other supplies water to its roots 
which penetrates deep into the soil of the human heart: 

Although these forces are invisible to our eyes, their ef
fect is clearly discernible. The former releases its energies 
through the instrumentality of the Covenant of Baba'u'llah. 
It fmds expression through an ever-flowing stream of guid
ance and enlightenment which, today, issues forth from 
God's Universal House of Justice, the channel for the out
pouring of that world-vitalizing Spirit generated by His 
glorious Revelation. The latter force released by the martyrs 
comes from the world of man. It is the response of the be
lievers sacrificing their all in the path of their Beloved. It 
seems that whenever these two forces-one descending from 
on high from the realms of God, the other arising out of 
sacrifice and ascending from the world of man-combine, a 
new strength and vitality is imparted to the community of 
the Most Great Name. 

The beloved Guardian, in one of his messages to the. Per
sian believers as far back as 1933, attributed the winning of 
many victories of the time, and indeed of the future, vic
tories such as Queen Marie of Rumania's attraction to the 

This letter from Adib Taherzadeh, a member of the Con
tinental Board of Counsellors in Europe, was written to the 
Baha'is in Ireland on the anniversary of the martyrdom of 
the Bab, July 9, 1987: 
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Faith, or the notable teaching exploits in the West and the 
growth of the Faith in general, to the powers released by the 
blood of the martyrs which has been shed in such great pro
fusion in Persia since the inception of the Faith in that coun
try. 

And now these forces are mysteriously at work. The Uni
versal House of Justice clearly issued this fate-laden mes
sage: 

"The stage is set for universal, rapid and massive growth 
of the Cause of God:" 

These words have set in motion at this particular moment 
in time those creative energies which are described above 
and which are now suspended between earth and heaven, 
ready to descend upon those who believe, who arise, and 
who turn: 

BELIEVING wholeheartedly that the statement of the 
Supreme Body about the "massive growth" of the Faith is 
absolutely true and valid; 

ARISING with a selfless and determined spirit to teach 
the Cause of God; and 

TURNING to BaM'u'lhih with devotion to become the 
recipient of His bestowals and confirmations. 

When these three elements are brought together, miracles 
will happen and our teaching efforts will result in a "mas
sive growth" of the Cause of God. 

Let us examine these three vital factors separately: 

1. BELIEVING 
Recognition of the station of Baha'u'llah 

There is nothing more precious and more vital for a Ba
ha'i than his faith in BaM'u'llah, believing that He is the 
Supreme Manifestation of God. But faith is a relative term; 
its intensity varies in individuals and is dependent upon the 
extent to which one has recognized the station of Baha'
u'llah. 

The beloved Guardian has made it "the first obligation" 
of a believer to deepen his understanding of the Revelation 
of Baba'u'llah. These are his words: 

"To strive to obtain a more adequate understanding of 
the significance of Baba'u'Uah's stupendous Revelation 
must, it is my unalterable conviction, remain the first obli
gation and the object of the constant endeavor of each one 
of its loyal adherents. An exact and thorough comprehen
sion of so vast a system, so sublime a revelation, so sacred a 
trust, is for obvious reasons beyond the reach and ken of 
our finite minds. We can, however, and it is our bounden 
duty to seek to derive fresh inspiration and added sus
tenance as we labor for the propagation of His Faith 



through a clearer apprehension of the truths it enshrines and 
the principles on which it is based." 
Steadfastness in the Covenant 

Recognition of the station of Baha'u'llah and believing in 
Him, important as they are, will not be a sufficient guaran
tee of one's faith unless one remains loyal and steadfast in 
His Covenant. One of the distinguishing features of our 
Faith is that Baha'u'llah has not abandoned us to ourselves. 
He has left in our midst a source of divine guidance to which 
we can turn. He conferred His Divine powers and authority 
upon 'Abdu'l-Baha and made a firm covenant with the be
lievers to follow and obey Him with absolute devotion and 
love. And, this covenant was further extended to include 
Shoghi Effendi and the Universal House of Justice. 

Today, the Universal House of Justice is the Centre of the 
Cause. The Baha'is do not consider this august institution 
to be purely an international administrative body of the 
Cause operating by the talents of its individual members. 

To hold such a view is tantamount to denying one of the 
most sacred truths of their Faith. We believe that the Uni
versal House of Justice is the prescribed and authentic chan
nel through which Baha'u'llah guides His followers in the 
service of His Cause. It is an institution described by 'Ab
du'l-Baha as "the source of all good and freed from all er
ror." It is an institution whose pronouncements are not 
solely the product of human thinking, but are divinely guid
ed and possessed of that creativity which is born of the 
Cause of God in this day. 

Beloved friends, the Universal House of Justice states: 
"The stage is set for universal, rapid and massive growth 

of the Cause of God." 
The first and foremost factor which will bring about a 

"massive growth" of the Cause of God is an immovable 
conviction that the words of the Universal House of Justice 
are endowed with creativity and, therefore, that victory for 
the Cause at this time is possible of accomplishment. 

2. ARISING 
But victory \\iill come only if we arise to play our part in 

the Covenant by teaching His Cause. To have faith in 
Baha'u'llah and to be loyal to the institutions of the Cause, 
vital as these are for the spiritual development of the soul, 
will not adequately fulfill our part in the Covenant of God. 

What remains to be done is to arise to serve His Cause. 
And the greatest service has always been that of teaching. If 
we do not arise to teach, the channels of grace will remain 
closed; no amount of devotion to Baha'u'lhih and humility 
toward the Centre of the Cause will release the powers from 
on high. It is the very act of arising which, in itself, will at
tract the confirmations of Baha'u'llah. In many of His Tab
lets, Baha'u'llah has assured His followers that if they arise 
with faith and devotion to promote His Cause, the unseen 
hosts of His confirmations will descend upon them and 
make them victorious. The following passage gleaned from 
the Kitdb-i-Aqdas is one such statement among many: 

"Verily, we behold you from Our realm of glory, and 
shall aid whosoever will arise for the triumph of Our Cause 
with the hosts of the Concourse on high and a company of 
Our favored angels. " 
The role of the individual 

The law of the Covenant of God determines that unless 

= 

man takes a step, God's assistance cannot reach him. The 
belief that the power of Baha'u'lhih will by itself accomplish 
the promotion and establishment of the Faith throughout 
the world without the believers fulfilling their obligations to 
teach and build up the institutions of the Cause is un
founded and at variance with the laws of the Covenant of 
God. Indeed, the confirmations of Baha'u'llah will not de
scend if the individual does not arise to serve His Cause. In 
some of His Writings as far back as the days of 'Akka, 
Baha'u'llah has stated that if all the believers bad fully car
ried out His teachings in their daily lives, the great majority 
of the peoples of the world would have recognized Him and 
embraced His Cause in His days. 

So the "massive growth" of the Cause of God is in our 
hands. Baha'u'llah will play His part only if we play ours. 
The part we have to play is to create in our hearts the urge to 
teach. Without this urge, our activities will be superficial 
and will not endure. 

The urge to teach comes about when the believer recog
nizes the greatness of the Revelation of Baha'u'llah and, as 
a result, becomes enamored of Him. The greatness of the 
Revelation of Baha'u'llah, in turn, dawns on the individual 
when he reads the Holy Writings regularly, studies the his
tory of the Faith, and associates with the "loved ones" of 
God and His "chosen ones" whose companionship Baha'
u'llah has described in these words: 

"He that seeketh to commune with God, let him betake 
himself to the companionship of His loved ones; and he that 
desireth to hearken unto the word of God, let him give ear 
to the words of His chosen ones. " 
Frustration in the teaching work 

One of the basic laws of nature is that for every action 
there is a reaction. This law exists in the Faith also. As soon 
as the individual arises to teach, he will be tested in various 
ways, often without realizing it. Each time he is successful 
in passing a test, he will acquire greater spiritual insight and 
will grow stronger in faith. He will come closer to God and 
will serve the Cause with greater enthusiasm but his tests 
will be more difficult next time. 

This is one of the reasons that some believers arise to 
teach the Cause, but when tests come their way, they find 
their activities frustrated and their enthusiasm dampened. 
Detachment from the things of this world is the key by 
which one may overcome these tests and intensify the urge 
to teach. In the world generally, detachment from material 
things is identified with mendicancy, asceticism and pover
ty. Such a view is not upheld by the teachings of the Faith. 

Detachment, from a Baha'i point of view, may be de
scribed as submission of one's will to the will of God and to 
seeking His good pleasure above one's own. When a person 
reaches this exalted position, the interests of the Faith take 
precedence over his personal interests. And, when the time 
comes to arise for the service of the Cause, he will be ready 
to meet the challenge whatever the cost. Becoming detached 
from something of this world is often a painful process and 
involves sacrifice. 

But when the believer gives up something dear to him for 
the sake of the Cause of God, mysterious forces as testified 
by Baha'u'llah will be released, which will cause the Faith to 

. grow. To offer up one's time, to labor for the establishment 
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of the Faith in a locality, to give up the comforts of home 
and go as a pioneer to foreign lands, to offer up one's sub
stance for tl}e promotion of the Cause, to be persecuted for 
one's faith, and even to give one's life at the end-all these 
sacrifices are meritorious in the sight of God and will un
doubtedly bring victory to His Cause, provided one's 
motives are pure and sincere. 

3. Tt:R~I~G 
When we arise with confidence and determination to 

teach the Cause of God, our efforts will bear fruit if we turn 
to Him. This is the key to our success in teaching. Without 
His confirmations and assistance our services will not pro
duce the desired effect. Our teaching activities will be frus
trated if we rely on our own knowledge and other accomp
lishments, no matter how great these may be. To confront 
the seeker with a set of proofs, no matter how irrefutable, 
or to demonstrate the truth of the Faith with indisputable 
logic, will not necessarily win him over to the Cause of God. 
On the contrary, these often become barriers for him. 

Teaching the Cause is the act of revealing to the individ
ual, progressively, and with great wisdom, glimpses of the 
light of Baha'u'llah's Revelation in such a way that each 
time he can feel a measure of the Faith's vivifying spirit pen
et:-ate his heart. This can only be achieved when the Baha') 
teacher carries the power of Bahd 'u 'lldh with him and 

. teaches the Cause while his heart is in communion with the 
Source of divine power. Then, and only then, can his talks 
and conversation influence the hearts of his hearers. 'Ab
du'l-Baha has set the example for us. 
Reliance on the power of the Holy Spirit 

In one of His talks in 'Akka, 'Abdu'l-Baha said that 
whenever He was about to speak to a congregation during 
His journeys to the West, He used to turn His heart to the 
Abha Kingdom for a few minutes and beg for God's assis
tance. He would not begin to speak until He could feel that 
the confirmations of Baha'u'llah were surrounding Him. 

During His travels in Europe and America, 'Abdu'l
Baha, on many occasions, spoke to His companions of the 
power of divine assistance which, He affirmed, was alone 
responsible for His outstanding success in the proclamation 
of the Faith to the people of the West. To cite an example: 

After giving one of His brilliant discourses to a distin
guished audience in Denver, Colorado, 'Abdu'l-Baha turn
ed to a few of His companions and said: "Did you see what 
a fire I ignited in the hearts of people? .... A teacher must 
be inspired himself if he is to inspire others." 

On another occasion in that same city, commenting to 
His companions on the honor which was shown to Him by 
the public and the enthusiasm created in the hearts of many 
people, 'Abdu'l-Baha attributed these victories to the con
firmations of Baha'u'llah, and said: "We must not imagine 
that these marks of honor which are shown to me are be
cause of my talks or the eloquence of my words." Then, 
pointing to the lamps in the room, He said: "These lamps 
which are lighted will become dark as soon as they are 
switched off from the source of energy." By this remark, 
He meant that if the power of divine assistance were cut off, 
there could be no success in one's service to the Cause of 
God. 

This is why 'Abdu'l-Baha has advised Baha'i teachers 
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that when they intend to give a public talk on the Faith, they 
should turn their hearts to Baha'u'llah and ask for divine 
guidance from on high. It is then that His confirmations will 
reach them and inspire their utterances. Of course, this ad
vice does not exclude the study of a subject or research by a 
believer who intends to speak on a specific topic. But teach
ing the Cause is a different matter altogether. Indeed, a 
teacher who becomes the recipient of Baha'u'lhih's confir
mations will be in no need of a prepared talk. His words, as 
attested by 'Abdu'l-Baha, will move the hearts and inspire 
his audience. 

In one of His Tablets, 'Abdu'l-Baha states: 
"0 thou maid-servant of God! J,Vhenever thou art intend

ing to deliver a speech, turn thy face toward the Kingdom of 
Abhd and with a heart detached, begin to talk. The breaths 
of the Holy Spirit will assist thee. " 

and again, in another Tablet, He affirms: 
"Speak, therefore; speak out with great courage at every 

meeting. When you are about to begin your address, turn 
first to Bahd'u'lIdh, and ask for the confirmations of the 
Holy Spirit, then open your lips and say whatever is sug
gested to your heart; this, however, with the utmost cour
age, dignity and conviction. " 

TEACHING THE CAUSE 
Success in teaching 

Success in teaching depends on one's ability and readiness 
to draw upon the power of Baha'u'llah. There is no alterna
tive. If the believer does not open the way for Baha'u'llah 
through his love for Him, by his life, and by teaching the 
Cause with devotion, His confirmation and assistance can
not reach him, and he will fail in his service to Him. Those 
who rank foremost among Baha'i teachers were always con
scious of the presence of Baha'u'llah at every stage of their 
teaching activities. It was because of the consciousness of 
His presence that they were enabled to approach with genu
ine love and humility those who were seeking the truth, at
tracting them with the warmth of their faith and the creative 
power of their words. It was this consciousness that enabled 
them to radiate the glory of the new-born Faith of God, to 
demonstrate its truth, to promote its interests, to withstand 
the onslaught of its enemies, and to win imperishable vic
tories for their Lord. 

The power of Baha'u'llah does not come to us by itself. 
God pours out His bounties and grace upon man, but man 
must make the necessary move to receive them. Without 
him opening his heart and submitting himself, the gifts and 
bounties of God cannot reach him. In The Hidden Words, 
Baha'u'llah has laid down the law of this Covenant in these 
words: 

"Love Me, that I may love thee. If thou lovest Me not, 
My love can in no wise reach thee. Know this, 0 servant. " 

Necessary qualities for a Baha') teacher who wishes to 
draw upon the power of Baha'u'llah are humility and self
effacement. We note in nature that energy can be generated 
between two points where there is a difference of levels. 
Water can flow from a higher plane to a lower one; electric
al energy may be generated when there is a difference of 
potential between two points in the circuit. Similarly, to 
draw on the power of Baha 'u 'llah, the believer must assume 



a position of lowliness in relation to Baha'u'llah's station of 
loftiness. Baha'u'llah may be likened to the summit of a 
mountain and the believers to the valley below. In the same 
way that water pours from the mountai~-top into lhe valley, 
the energies of the Revelation of BaM'u'llah and the tokens 
of His power and might can reach a Baha'i who turns to 
Him in a spirit of true humility and servitude. The Writings 
of the Central Figures of the Faith bear abundant testimo;v 
to this basic principle which governs the relationship of ma~ 
to hi~ Creator. In The Hidden Words, Baha'u'llah pre
scribes: "Humble thyself before .'vIe, that I may gracious(v 
visit thee . .. " 
Teaching the Cause is a daily activity 

There are certain routines in this life such as eating, sleep
ing and working that must be observed on a daily basis. 
These routines cannot be altered to become weekly or 
monthly. Similarly, there are certain observances in the 
Faith that are to be carried out on a daily basis. The obliga
tory prayers, the reciting of the Holy Writings, and the act 
of teaching are among these daily obligations. To disregard 

- this basic requirement is to impede one's spiritual growth. 
The beloved Guardian said through his secretary: 

" ... Never must they let a day pass without teaching 
some soul, trusting to Baha'u'llah that the seed will grow. 
The friends should seek pure souls, gain their confidence, 
and then teach that person carefully until he becomes a Ba
ha'i, and then nurture him until he becomes a firm and ac
tive supporter of the Faith." 
Search for receptive souls 

There are a great many receptive souls in every locality 
who have the capacity, and are ready to embrace the Cause 
of God. Our challenge is to find these souls. But as exper
ience has shown, this challenge cannot be met by our usual 
methods of attracting people to the Cause. The most effec
tive way is, prior to our teaching activity, to pray every day, 
and beseech God to guide us to these souls. And to pray ar
dently until we feel that our prayers are being answered. But 
praying alone is not enough; it has to be followed by action, 
and action is to come into contact with people, knowing 
that Baha'u'llah will guide us to those souls who are being 
prepared for His Cause. 

To do all these things, we must be ready to sacrifice some 
of our cherished ways of life in order to allocate a reas
onable period of time each day for praying, for coming into 
contact with people, and for teaching those who will be at
tracted to the Cause. 
The act of teaching 

Baha'u'llah has described teaching as "the most meri
torious of all deeds." To carry out such an act of devotion 
to God, the Baha'i teacher must, as exhorted by BaM 'u'llah 
and 'Abdu'l-Baha, act with wisdom. In one of His Tablets, 
Baha'u'llah counsels one of the believers not to disclose to 
people everything about the Cause at first, but rather to 
teach them little by little until they are ready to absorb 
more. He likens this process to feeding infants who need to 
be given a little milk at a time until they grow in strength 
and are able to digest other food. This exhortation of 
Baha'u'\lah is the basis of teaching the Cause of God. The 
principles involved are quite similar to those that a school
teacher employs in teaching his or her students little by little 

and in accordance with their capacity. Before teaching the 
Cause to anyone, it is important to know his background 
and capacity. The most successful teachers are those who, 
after familiarizing themselves with the beliefs and ideas of 
an individual, reveal the truths of the Faith to him grad
ually. But the little they impart is the correct remedy and is 
so potent as to influence and stimulate the soul and enable it 
to take a step forward and become ready to absorb more. 

Another vital requirement is to have some basic knowl
edge of the Faith and to be able to converse with people on 
matters ,of religion. The source of this knowledge is the 
Kitdb-i-Iqdn, and also Some Answered Questions. Further
more, the Baha'i teachers of today must be knowledgeable 
about various ideologies prevailing at the present time, be 
aware of the problems and difficulties facing humanity, and 
be able to put forward effectively the relevant teachings of 
the Faith as the remedy for the ills of humankind. 

OUR CHALLENGE: 'MASSIVE GROWTH OF THE 
CAUSE' 

Beloved friends, the time has come to change radically 
our vision of teaching, to arise as never before for the pro
motion of the Faith, to enter the arena of teaching with un
relenting perseverance, to place our reliance on Baha'u'llah, 
to get on our knees and pray to Him for the descent of His 
confirmations which alone can guide our steps, to come in 
contact with a far greater number of people than has been 
our experience so far, to apply wisdom in all our teaching 
efforts, and to be assured of victory provided we arise to 
fulfill our responsibilities, and are never frustrated or dis
heartened when tests come our way and results are not read
ily forthcoming. 

These words of Shoghi Effendi, written so eloquently al
most half a century ago, are particularly applicable to our 
time. He presents us with a challenge so moving, so fate
laden and so glorious: 

" ... There is no time to lose. There is no room left for 
vacillation. Multitudes hunger for the Bread of Life. The 
stage is set. The firm and irrevocable promise is given. 
God's own Plan has been set in motion. It is gathering mo
mentum with every passing day. The powers of heaven and 
earth mysteriously assist in its execution. Such an opportu
nity is irreplaceable. Let the doubter arise and himself verify 
the truth of such assertions. To try, to persevere, is to en
sure ultimate and complete victory." 

Would to God that every believer, young or old, man or 
woman, employed or out of work, newly enrolled or vet
eran, might set aside at least one hour a dav exclusively for 
Baha'u'llah-to do nothing during that tim~ but to pra'y, to 
attract His confirmations, and then to go out for the sole 
purpose of coming into contact with some receptive souls 
who are ready to respond to the call of God in this age. 

If every believer arises to do this every day with devotion, 
audacity and wisdom, great powers will descend upon us 
from on high, and we shall be astonished at the unbelievably 
large numbers of people who will embrace the Cause of 
God. 

With deepest BaM' i love, 
Adib Taherzadeh 

Stepaside County, Dublin 
July 9, 1987 
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United States 

Congress hears Baha'i testimony 

The ~ational Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the United States 
presented testimony March 16 at a 
hearing in Washington, D.C., before 
the House of Representatives' Ju
diciary Committee's Subcommittee on 
Immigration, Refugees and Interna
tional Law. The panel was considering 
H.R. 807, "The Genocide Convention 
Implementation Act of 1987." 

The National Assembly was rep
resented at the hearing by its secretary. 
Dr. Robert C. Henderson. 

Dr. Henderson appeared as part of a 
.. concerned groups" panel whose 
other members were Hyman Book
binder (for Elie Wiesel and the Amer
ican Jewish Committee); William 
Haratunian, chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Armenian Assembly 
of America; and Dith Pran, an author 
and photojournalist whose tribulations 
in Cambodia were the basis for the 
movie "The Killing Fields." 

Also offering statements in favor of 
the Resolution were Sen. William 
Proxmire of Wisconsin; Richard 
Schifter, Assistant Secretary of State 
for Human Rights and Humanitarian 
Affairs; Victoria Toensing, deputy 
.A.ssistant Attorney General, Criminal 
Division, Department of Justice; and 
Trisha Katson, director of legislative 
affairs for the Liberty Lobby. 

A second panel of "concerned 
groups" was comprised of Paul Hoff
man, a board member of Amnesty In
ternational; Stephen Klitzman, chair
man of the International Human 
Rights Committee of the American Bar 
Association; Seymour Reich, president 
of B'nai B'rith International; Kathleen 
Stone. member of the Board of Direc
tors of the Franklin and Eleanor Roos
evelt Institute; and Alvin Steinberg, 
chairman of the National Planning 
Committee of the Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai B'rith. 
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DR. ROBERT C. HENDERSON 
Testifies before House panel 

H.R. 807, the Genocide Convention 
Implementation Act, makes genocide a 
federal crime, establishes penalties for 
commission of that crime, and defines 
the jurisdiction of the United States 
over acts of genocide. 

Its passage is essential before rat
ification by the President of the United 
Nations Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of Gen
ocide, whose ratification was approved 
83-11 by the U.S. Senate on February 
19, 1986, after nearly 37 years of 
consideration. 

During that time the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee held many hear
ings on the Convention, favorably re
poning it to the full Senate no less than 

six time~. 
The Convention has been in force 

since January 1951. and 96 other coun
tries have become panies. 

The National Spiritual Assembly be
gan its support for U.S. ratification of 
the Genocide Convention in 1985. 
working with a core of 15 organiza
tions which together coordinated the 
effort that led to Senate ratification in 
1986. 

To provide grassroots support for 
H.R. 807, the legislatin' component 
that puts into law the penalties to be 
assessed for the crime of genocide. the 
National Spiritual Assembly asked Ba
ha'is in key areas of the country to 
write articles or letters to their local 
newspapers or to phone their congress
men on behalf of their Baha'i com
munities to urge passage of the legisla
tion. 

The Convention's failure for so 
many years to win Senate approval is 
evidence of the deeply held opposition 
to the treaty and of the tenacity of the 
issues which some feel are raised by it. 

Those issues include: whether such a 
human rights treaty is within the treaty 
power of the U.S.; whether the Con

'vention might override provisions in 
the Constitution; whether it would af
fect the balance of power between Fed
eral and state jurisdiction in criminal 
matters; and whether it would require 
extradition of U.S. citizens to other 
countries where they might be charged 
with genocide. 

Other issues have been raised by the 
definition of genocide used in the Con
vention, the exclusion of political 
groups from that definition, the com
pulsory jurisdiction of the Interna
tional Court of Justice. and the role of 
an international penal tribunal. 

In September 1984, the Reagan ad
ministration announced its support of 
ratification of the Convention with the 



inclusion of three understandings and 
one declaration favored by the ex
ecutive branch and Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee since 1970. 

Senate passage in 1986 included pro
vision for implementing legislation 
referred to in Article V of the Com'en
tion, which is the area addressed by 
H.R.807. 

The Baha'i community was invited 
to send a representative to the Subcom
mittee's hearing because of the wide
spread knowledge within the govern
ment of the persecution of Baha'is in 
Iran, the elements of which, as Dr. 
Henderson pointed out in his testi
mony, constitute genocide as defined 
by the Convention. 

"Most of us will agree," ~Ir. 

Schifter told the Subcommittee mem
bers, "that genocide is not likely to 

take place within the borders of the 
United States, 

"Our action on this Conven
tion ... underlines our role of leader
ship in the free world on behalf of the 
cause of human rights. 

"It is for that reason that we sincere
ly hope that the House will act on this 
bill at an early date and that it will soon 
become law." 

Following is Dr. Henderson's state
ment to the Subcommittee on behalf of 
the National Spiritual Assembly: 

"Genocide is the ultimate crime 
against humanity. The United :--.iations 
Convention on Genocide to which, af· 
ter decades of debate, the United State~ 
has recently adhered, defines the crime 
of genocide as 'anyone' of five kinds 
of action, 'committed with intent to 
destroy, in whole or in part, a nationai. 
ethnical. racial or religious group as 
such. ' 

"Thus the concept of genocide is 
much broader than outright massacre 
and includes other measures designed 
to destroy group~ of people. 

"The Baha'is, members of a world
wide religious community dedicated to 
peace, unity and brotherhood among 
all peoples, nations and religions, have 
been victims of genocide in Iran for 
more than a hundred years. 

"Shortly after the inception of the 
Baha'i Faith in mid-19th century Iran, 
some 20,000 of its early followers were 
killed . .it the bidding of the Shi'ite 
ckrgy,upportcc.! by the government. Ir. 
the last 20 years the Baha'is of Iran 
have once again become victims of acts 

in everyone of the categories that de
rine genocide. For example: 

"The Convention defines killing as 
genocide, and the Iranian government 
has executed since 1979 more than 200 
Baha'is, most of them leaders of the 
.::ommunity. 

"The Convention states that 'caus
ing serious bodily or mental harm' is 
genocide; and thousands of Baha'is 
have been unjustly imprisoned and 
subjected to torture to compel them to 
recant their faith. 

"The Convention states that 'de
iiberately inflicting ... conditions of 
li:'e calculated to bring about (the) 
physical destruction' of the group is 
genocide. 

"Iran has not only confiscated all 
the Baha'i community property
meeting places, schools, hospitals, 
shrines and even cemeteries-but forc
ed the Baha'is to disband all the elected 
assemblies which governed the Baha'i 
community and to give up all organ
ized religious activity. 

. 'The last two types of action defin
ed as genocide involve 'imposing meas
ures intended to prevent birth within 
the group (and) forcibly transferring 
children of the group to another 
group.' Iranian Baha'is have suffered 

Australia 

Pictured are of the 717 
who attended last December's Austral
ian National Teaching Conference 
which boasted strong participation by 
Islanders and Aborigines. Those 

, .~. 

these outrages as well. 
"In supporting human rights 

throughout the world and in ratifying 
the United Nations Convention on the 
Prevention of the Crime of Genocide, 
the United States explicitly commits 
itself to an unrelenting struggle for the 
elimination of what is undoubtedly the 
greatest evil of our century. 

"The power and influence of the 
United States are indispensable for the 
achievement of victory in this struggle, 

"The Baha'is make no specific pro
posals for legislation in support of the 
Convention, but they do wish to em
phasize the spiritual and moral im
perative that all laws necessary for the 
implementation of the Convention be 
passed, unanimously if possible, or at 
least by an overwhelming majority. 

"During the first three weeks of 
March, Baha'is observe a fast, 
devoting the early hours of every 
morning to prayer and meditation, at
tempting to spiritualize their lives, and 
hoping to bear witness to the unity of 
humanity, to the need for protecting 
the weak, to the duty of succoring vic
tims of oppression, 

"It is in this spirit that we urge our 
representatives to approach the legis
lative task now before them." 

own represent (left to right) Papua 
New Guinean, Asian, Australian Abo
riginal and Iranian backgrounds, an 
accurate reflection of the multicultural 
Baha'i' community in Australia.' 
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Trinidad and Tobago 

Faith flourishes in multi-racial arena 

"Every creed and race finds an equal 
place. 
"And may God bless our Nation. " 

The sentiment expressed in this line 
from the national anthem of the Re
public of Trinidad and Tobago is in
deed represented in these two lovely 
and unique tropical islands, situated at 
the end of the string of Caribbean Is
lands and separated from Venezuela by 
seven miles of clear, calm water. 

Due to a quirk of history, the popu
lation of Trinidad and Tobago is an 
amalgam of peoples from all corners of 
the earth who have brought with them 
their \'arious cultures and religions. 

Trinidad was discovered in 1492 by 
Christopher Columbus. Later, the 
Spanish landed and claimed the terri
tory. and within a few short years suc
ceeded in virtually wiping out the in
digenous population of cannibalistic 
Carib and peaceful Arawak Indians (a 
few of whom still survive), thanks to 
superior weapons and imported Euro
pean diseases. 

The Spanish consolidated their posi
tion and introduced slaves from Africa 
to work on the land in Trinidad, while 
the French, Dutch and Portuguese 
struggled to maintain sovereignty over 
Tobago. Some of these Europeans 
plundered and left, but a few settled, as 
well as some Frenchmen who came 
from other islands during the French 
Revolution. In 1797 the British con
quered Trinidad and added to their 
vast empire, which by that time already 
included Barbados and Tobago. 

\\'hen slaves were emancipated in 
1834, the plantation owners had to 
look elsewhere for laborers. First they 
tried the Chinese, but this proved un
successful because of the heat and poor 
working conditions, although many of 
the Chinese who came later became 
successful businessmen and shop
keepers. 
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Baha'is have ... undertaken 
the publication of a newsletter 
for the Interreligious Organiza
tion in which contributions are 
made by people of all religious 
persuasions, thus facilitating the 
exchange and blending of 
thoughts and ideas. 

The owners then looked to the Uttar 
Pradesh area of India for potential la
borers. Some, including children, were 
abducted-lured on board ships with 
the promise of an ample supply of 
sugar and candy. Others came volun
tarily, having been promised either a 
return trip home after five years or 
land of their own. After a long and 
often terrible journey, they disem
barked to find endless sugar planta
tions, hard work in the burning sun, 
low pay and no way to return after five 
years, although some were given land 
as promised. Later, a few Syrian fam
ilies came to Trinidad as merchants 
and settled there. 

This multitude of immigrants arriv
ing over the years were the ancestors of 
the present inhabitants of Trinidad and 
Tobago. They brought with them their 
diverse cultures and religions, which 
they continued to practice in compara
tive seclusion for some time. Now, 
however, a new generation has been 
moulded with a new outlook and new 
identity. 

A foreigner (of yet another land and 
culture) once asked a young girl of ob
vious Indian descent, "Are you In
dian?" To which she replied, with 
some surprise, "No, I'm Trinidad
ian." How did the change in identity 
come about? Primarily by successive 
generations of peoples being born in 
the country and living together, asso-

Clatmg closely with one another, and 
being educated together. 

In the past the various religious de
nominations ran the schools, and if a 
child wished to attend a certain school 
he would have to accept that particular 
religion. This required some children 
to change their religion, but it also 
meant that children from different ra
cial and religious backgrounds were 
associating freely with one another. 
Later, with the advent of free govern
ment primary education, children of an 
even wider variety of backgrounds 
began meeting and mingling side by 
side, and frequently intermarried when 
they grew to adulthood. 

The point is that prejudice, which 
separates, whether it be racial, relig
ious or economic, is not intrinsic or in
herited-it must be taught. In these rel
atively small islands, it simply was not 
practical for such a diversity of people 
to remain separate, and so these preju
dices were not reinforced. The succes
sive generations became integrated, ac
cepting that they were equal to one 
another and tolerating their differ
ences; i.e., unity in diversity. 

Another significant development in 
Trinidad and Tobago in recent years 
has been the founding of an Interrelig
ious Organization, initiated by' Mr. 
Wahid Ali. It is an organization unique 
in the world, going far beyond any ecu
menical movement for unity among 
Christian denominations. 

The Interreligious Organization of 
Trinidad and Tobago is comprised of 
four of the world's major religions, 
each of which is represented in this 
country. In recent years the Hindus, 
Christians and Muslims have been 
joined by the Baha'i Faith, which has 
played a significant role in supporting 
and encouraging the activities of the 
organization. During a recent anti
drug campaign leaders of the four re-
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A group of happy Baha'Is from Trinidad and Tobago olltside the Baha'I' Centre in Palmyra. 

ligions appeared on television to ex
press their support. The Catholic arch
bishop, representing the largest Chris
tian sect, introduced them all, referring 
to the Baha'is present as representing 
the fourth religion of Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

Baha'is also took part in a rally at 
the National Stadium, during which a 
printed Baha'i prayer was given to 
members of the audience to be read by 
all as an opening prayer. Also at this 
rally, the president of Trinidad and To
bago gave a short talk, expressing his 
support in very Baha'i-like terms. 

The Interreligious Organization, 
which consists of leaders of the various 
religions, is proving to be quite intluen
tial. Through this organization the Ba
ha'is have been invited to take part in 
many interfaith services in churches, 
mosques, temples and other locations 
throughout the country. In fact, it is 
becoming fashionable to launch new 
ventures with an interfaith service in-

eluding the reading of Baha'i prayers, 
which are considered to be very beau
tiful. 

Baha'i concepts are often quoted by 
those in authority in religious or gov
ernmental offices, whether or not the 
source is named. Baha'is have also 
undertaken the publication of a news
letter for the Interreligious Organiza
tion in which contributions are made 
by people of all religious persuasions, 
thus facilitating the exchange and 
blending of thoughts and ideas. 

This group of religous leaders is re
spected and consulted by the govern
ment on various issues, for example an 
amendment to a government bill con
cerning rape and women's rights. 

At the opening of Palliament, fol
lowing the election of a new govern
ment late in 1986, an open-air religious 
service was held in a large public 
square outside the Parliament build
ing. Here Baha'is were positioned next 
to the president and played a promi-

nent role by reciting the opening 
prayer, which was also recited by 
everyone present, copies having pre
viously been distributed among the 
crowd. The service was attended by 
thousands of people and was televised 
and broadcast live throughout the 
country. Many heads of state and dig
nitaries from neighboring islands and 
countries attended, some of whom 
were impressed by the Organization 
and expressed a desire to develop a 
similar institution in their own coun
try. 

Truly, in Trinidad and Tobago, re
ligious and racial tolerance exists, and 
the Interreligious Organization has 
played an important part in bringing 
the Baha'i Faith out of obscurity in this 
country, so that now it can be included 
among others in the concept expressed 
by the national anthem: 
"Every creed and race finds an equal 
place, 
"And may God bless our nation." 

Baha'i News/May 1988 11 



The world 

Hawaii welcomes Mr. and Mrs. Sears 

In January, the Baha'i community 
of Hawaii welcomed a visit by the 
Hand of the Cause of God William 
Sears and his wife, Marguerite. They 
came to meet with the friends and to 
consult with the Board of Counsellors 
for Australasia which convened for 
one of its regular meetings January 
14-20 on Kauai, an island neighboring 
Honolulu. 

On January 15, Mr. Sears spoke to a 
large gathering of Baha'is on Kauai, 
encouraging them to "strive for the 
victories" that can be theirs. 

Later that same day, he met for two 
hours with the National Spiritual As
sembly to discuss collaboration on the 
publication of his two latest books, 
Tokoloshe and The Half-Inch Proph
ecy. 

That evening, Mr. Sears conferred 
with the Counsellors, the National As
sembly, and the four Auxiliary Board 
members for the area. In a cable to the 
Universal House of Justice, the Na
tional Assembly called the meeting a 
significant step toward the growing 
spirit of unity between the senior in
stitutions of the Faith. 

Mr. Sears also spoke twice to the 
friends in Honolulu: on January 23 
and at a public meeting on January 30 . 
which drew more than 140 people to 
the National Haziratu'l-Quds. 

Mrs. Sears gave a fireside on Jan
uary 22 for more than 50 Baha'is and 
their guests. 

Swaziland 
Four hundred-fifty Baha'is from 31 

countries attended an international Ba
ha'i Summer School held last Decem
ber 19-24 in Swaziland. 

They were addressed at the opening 
session by the Minister of the Interior, 
representing the Prime Minister, who 
commended the Faith. 
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Charlotte Pelle (above right) is pic
tured as she opened the annual session 
of the Hawaii State Senate on March 
21 with Baha'{ Prayers. Her husband, 
Tony Pelle (left photo), chairman of 
the National Teaching Committee of 

United Kingdom 
Dr. A.P. Flint, chairman of Flint 

and Neill Partnership in London, re
cently received a special award from 
the Institution of Structural Engineers 
for the firm's work on the Baha'i 
House of Worship in New Delhi, In
dia. 

The award was given for realization 
of the architect's concept, which suf
fered only minor changes, producing a 
building that emulates the beauty of a 
flower and is striking in its visual im
pact. 

Two Baha'is attended the Gold 
Medal Special A wards Dinner at which 
Dr. Flint was honored. 

In accepting the award, he said that 
it is not often that engineers are able to 
take part in a project that is "dedicated 
to the Glory of God." 

He said further that his firm was 

Hawaii, read prayers at the opening 
session that same day of the Hawaii 
State House of Representatives. The 
Baha'{s of Hawaii have been invited to 
open these meetings with prayers every 
year at Naw-Ru:::;. 

privileged to have made a contribution 
to the beautiful building and to have 
been able to conform closely to the in
spired vision of its architect, Fariburz 
Sahba. 

• 
The Baha'i community of Chelms

ford, England, received an invitation 
from Amnesty International for an 
Iranian refugee who had recently mov
ed to the town to speak at its annual 
meeting. 

About 25 members of AI heard a 
moving account of the believer's ex
periences as a prisoner and about the 
many difficulties and persecutions the 
Baha'is in Iran must endure. 

Some 20 copies of "The Promise of 
World Peace" were given out, and 
Amnesty International offered its help 
and support to the Baha'is in Iran. 
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Italy 
Last January, a 45-minute program 

in an Italian television series on "Men 
and Prophets" was devoted entirely to 
the Faith. 

The introduction, by Prof. Sergio 
Noia, a lecturer in languages and liter
ature at the Catholic University of 
Milan, was accurate and impartial. 

He described the independent nature 
of the Faith, explained its clear dis
tinction from Islam, and showed that 
religious fanaticism has been the cause 
of the persecution of the Faith from 
the time of the Babis to the present. 

Giovanni Fava, secretary of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Italy, was 
interviewed on the spiritual, social and 
organizational aspects of the Faith . 

• 
Students ranging in age from 3-12 

years in a Baha'i children's class in 
Milan, Italy, recently raised money to 
"adopt" a child in Haiti by paying his 
tuition for a year at the Anis Zunuzi 
Baha'i School in Lilavois. 

The funds came from the sale of use
ful and decorative items made by the 
children and sold to the community. 

Greece 
Baha'i youth in Greece report that 

they were "overjoyed" by the arrival 
of youth from Cyprus, Italy and the 
United States at their Youth Winter 
School last December 24-27 in Lou
traki. 

The school embodied at least two 
"firsts" for Greece: the first partici
pation of youth from other parts of 
Europe, and the first time that the 
school has been held at a non-Baha'i 
site. 

Brazil 
Proposals were made last fall by the 

National Spiritual Assembly of Brazil 
to the Constitutional Assembly that is 
drafting a new Brazilian Constitution. 

In a document entitled "The Baha'is 
and the Constitutional Assembly," 
submitted to the Senators and deputies 
comprising the drafting group, the Na
tional Assembly set forth recommen
dations based on Baha'i principles on 
topics including human rights, educa
tion, international relations, the rights 
of women and indigenous peoples, and 

Ecuador 

Pictured is one of the dance groups 
which took part last June 5 in a Child
ren's Festival sponsored by Radio Ba
hd '{ in Otavalo, Ecuador. The annual 
event, called 'Guaguamanta Guagua
pac, ' a Quechua phrase meaning 'by 
the children and for the children, ' is 

Haiti 
Last October 3, a young couple was 

united in marriage in a moving and 
spiritual ceremony at the Anis Zunuzi 
Baha'i School in Haiti. 

On the afternoon of the same day, 
family members and friends filled a 
nearby church for a Christian cere
mony. An inscription on the church 
reads "The Glory of God." 

more. 
To date, 46 Senators and deputies 

have written favorable and substantive 
responses to the Baba'i proposals. 

• 
Baha'is in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 

have appeared regularly for several 
months each Thursday morning on a 
program called "Our Land, Our Peo
ple" on the National Radio Station. 
Several enrollments have resulted from 
the program of music, commentary 
and music. 

presented by Radio Baha'i to promote 
the talents of rural children and foster 
an appreciation of their culture. Last 
year's festival involved 17 schools and 
3,000 spectators in an eight-hour pro
gram of music, dance, poetry and 
drama. 

Singapore 
A Baha'i singing group from Malay

sia arrived last December 8 in Singa
pore to take part for five days in a 
street teaching campaign. 

Singaporean youth and Malaysian 
helpers, organized into four or five 
teams, contacted about 200 people 
through street teaching. 

A total of 40 seekers attended four 
musical firesides given by the Malay
sian singers. Impressed by the presen
tation of the Baha'i message, many of 
the inquirers stayed far into the night 
to talk to their hosts. 

The National Teaching Committee 
of Singapore says that the spirit of sac
rifice, devotion and single-mindedness 
and the attitude, dress and conduct of 
the young Malaysian Baha'is left a pos
itive, deep and lasting impression on 
the Singaporean youth and communi
ty. 
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India 

On January 4, a I5-minute telecast 
in India featured the Baha'i House of 
Worship in New Delhi, calling it "the 
architectural marvel of the 20th cen
tury. " 

Since that time a record number of 
visitors has been received, with a rec
ord-breaking 50,000 in a single day on 
January 26. In only one hour, between 
4:30 and 5:30 p.m., some 25,000 vis
itors were welcomed. 

On February 7, the National Assem
bly's Nineteen Day Feast letter re
ported the event: " ... every avenue 
leading up to the central auditorium 
was packed with excited, colorful 
crowds coming to see 'New Delhi's 
equivalent of a dream in marble,' as 

Papua New Guinea 

The Baha'l Women's Committee of 
Papua New Guinea hosted a seminar 
on 'Health Care for Our Children' 
January 31 at Rabaul International 
Primary School. The invited speakers 
were Rita Kinakap, Sister in charge of 

The largest gathering of Baha'i 
youth ever held in Papua New Guinea 
was held last July 5-8 in Lae. About 70 
youth from various parts of the coun
try enjoyed a high-quality program and 
brought credit to the Faith by their 
cooperative behavior, punctuality and 
radiant spirits. 

The largest group, from Simbu Pro
vince, had prepared choral and dra
matic performances. Other young peo
ple came from Rabaul, Kimbe and 
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described by the Evening News, a Delhi 
daily. The visitors were interested not 
only in seeing the Temple, but also 
wanted to know who are the Baha'is 
and what are the teachings of the Ba
ha'i Faith. This type of proclamation 
the Temple at Bahapour is doing is 
something whose scale the Baha'is. 
never imagined." 

• 
On January 30, a delegation of Ba

ha'is was received by Dr. S.D. Sharma, 
the vice-president of India. 

The group was composed of Coun
sellor Zena Sorabjee; R.N. Shah, sec
retary of the National Spiritual As
sembly of India; Dr. T.K. Vajdi, Jag
dish Gandhi and Mr. S. Olyai. 

the Rabaul Town Clinic; Dr. lalal 
Mills, a dentist; Diane Qua//y, a pro
vincial nutritionist; and a physician, 
Dr. Margaret Casso About 40 people 
heard the speakers while fathers super
vised children's games. 

Lae, and there was one youth from 
Baiyer River in the western highlands 

• 
The Baha'is of Port Moresby, Papua 

New Guinea, raised $10,075 for the 
Arc project in the Holy Land through a 
special event held last November 28, 
the Day of the Covenant. 

The sum was offered, they said, as a 
token contribution in loving response 
to the worldwide appeal by the Uni
versal House of Justice. 

They invited the vice-president to the 
House of W'Jrship in New Delhi and 
presented him with a selection of Ba
ha'i literature including "The Dawning 
Place of the Remembrance of God" (a 
book about the Temple) and Vol. 
XVIII of The Bahd'i World. 

• 
Sixty-two women attended a deepen

ing institute presented last November 
at the Malhousi (India) Baha'i Center 
by the Baha'i State Council of Uttar 
Pradesh. 

In describing the event, P.e. Agni
hatri, director of Baha'i tutorial 
schools for Uttar Pradesh, said, "Very 
often you ask about miracles in the Ba
ha'i Faith. This gathering itself was a 
miracle, where ladies had come outside 
of their homes to discuss the evils of 
society and to give their views." 

He called the institute "a unique oc
casion for enlightening the women of 
this area," suggesting that a women's 
winter school in the area could help 
"to activate the other half of India's 
strength (its women), who have been 
imprisoned within four walls for so 
many centuries." 

• 
In Kerala, a state in southwestern In

dia bordering the Arabian Sea, a teach
ing campaign among tribal peoples of 
the Trivandrum District, undertaken 
by women who were mostly volunteers, 
has resulted· in the enrollment in the 
Faith of almost the entire population 
of two tribal villages, according to a 
telegram from ~ounsellor S. Nagarat
nam. 

Hong Kong 
Baha'is in Hong Kong joined with a 

dozen like-minded groups last October 
24 to stage a Peace Fair at the Island 
School on Hong Kong Island. 

The eight-hour fair attracted 1,000 
people with its offerings of music, a 
video film festival, cooperative games, 
a magic show, vegetarian food from 
many countries, and a peace exhibit. 

The Baha'is gave away balloons with 
the legend "Peace: Don't Leave the 
World Without It," distributed and 
sold Baha'i literature, and were rep
resented in the video festival by the 
tape on "The Promise of World 
Peace. " 



Canada 

A Baha 'f soccer team has been formed 
in the greater Vancouver area of Brit
ish Columbia, Canada, as a social and 
economic development project of the 

At the University of Saskatchewan, 
the local chapter of the Association for 
Baha'i Studies co-sponsored an even
ing seminar last January on "Agricul
ture-Values, Ethics and Ecology." 

Baha'i agriculture students chose the 
theme and gave it a spiritual perspec
tive throughout the seminar. Among 
the participants were a noted university 
ecologist, a Unitarian minister, and an 
award-winning Canadian author. 

The 200 attending also included 
many professors, farmers and students 
along with 12 Baha'is. 

On the Saskatchewan campus, where 
many students have embraced the 
Faith over the years, the seminar was 
an important advance in establishing 
the reputation of the Association for 
Baha'i Studies. 

• 
The Spiritual Assembly of Summer

side, Prince Edward Island (population 
9,(00) is making an effort to deliver the 
Universal House of Justice's peace 
statement to every residence in town. 

The plan was launched when the 
mayor of Summerside signed a Baha'i 
proclamation designating last Septem
ber 14 as International Day of Peace. 
By the end of that month, 1,850 copies 

Baha'( community of New Westmins
ter. All team members but one are Ba
ha'IS. They plan to join the Greater 
Vancouver Senior Soccer League to 

of the statement had been delivered, 
and only four percent were turned 
down. 

• 
The Gol Aidun Mobile Teaching In

stitute, named in honor of a Canadian 
Baha'i who was killed late in 1986, 
began operations last August in a re-

Panama 

The Baha'I station in Boca del 
,\fonte, Chiriqui Province, Panama, 
which has been on the air since January 
29, 1987, working with the Guaymi 
Cultural Center at Boca de Soloy 

contact people of many cultural back
grounds and introduce them to the 
Faith. 

mote area of northern Alberta prov
ince, where the native people have 
shown an exceptional degree of recep
tivity to the Faith. . 

Combined teaching and deepening 
aspects of the campaign, it is hoped, 
will bring a speedy development of the 
Faith to that area. 

-- . 

whose activities promote the educa
tion, culture, health and agriculture of 
the Guaymi people, Baha'IS and 
others. 
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Spain 

Pictured are members of the local Spir
itual Assembly formed recently in Lo
ja, Spain, the majority of whose mem-

Iceland 
Iceland's endowment property at 

Skogar in the northwestern area of the 
country is the object of a reforestation 
project begun by the original owner 
and presently carried on by the Baha'i 
community. 

The property is the birthplace of a 
renowned Icelandic poet, Matthias Jo
chumsson, whose nephew donated it to 
the Faith, asking that the Baha'is con
tinue Mr. Jochumsson's plans to trans
form the land into a forest. 

Part of the Skogar area is important 
in the history of Iceland, having been 
mentioned in one of the famous Ice
landic sagas, and it is rich in natural 
beauty. Through their efforts to pre
serve it, Baha'is are earning the respect 
of area residents and reforestation au
thorities. 

Guyana 
The first national conference for as

sistants to the Auxiliary Board in Guy
ana was held last January 8-10 near 
Georgetown. 

Group discussion, which focused on 
the special tasks of assistants during 
the Six Year Plan, was facilitated by 
Counsellor Peter McLaren and six 
members of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Guyana. 
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bers are Roma. This is the second such 
local Assembly formed among the Ro
mani people of Spain. 

Mariana Islands 

Members of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Mariana Islands are pic
tured during a meeting with Joseph F. 
Ada, the governor of the Territory of 
Guam (fourth from left) at which he 
was given a copy of 'The Promise" of 
World Peace' and a calligraphic ren-

A letter from the Superintendent of 
Education of the Northern Mariana Is
lands to the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Mariana Islands, dated 
September 10, 1987, granted permis-

New Zealand 

More than 500 Baha'is gathered last 
October on the Ratana Pa south of 
Wanganui, New Zealand, for a Na
tional Teaching Conference. 

Those present represented more than 
15 nationalities including Maori, 
Tongan, Samoan, Persian, Pakeha and 
Peruvian along with some friends from 
other Pacific Island groups including 
Tuvalu, the Cook Islands, Vanuatu, 
the Solomon Islands and the Philip
pines. 

The special guest speaker, Coun
sellor Maka from Tonga, was an in
spiration to everyone. 

Also attending were three members 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
New Zealand, two Auxiliary Board 
members, and the members of the Na
tional Teaching Committee. 

The major topic of consultation was 
the Six Year Plan goal of "Unity in 
Diversity. " 

--

of a selection from the Writings 
of Bahd'u'lldh on 'trustworthiness,' a 
major theme of his administration. 
Pictured with the governor are (left to 
right) Wesley Daniels, Patricia Dan
iels, Annabelle Aguon, Anna Jen 
Smithwick and Thomas Smithwick. 

sion for Baha'i children of Saipan, 
Tinian and Rota to be absent from 
school on six BaM'i Holy Days falling 
within the school calendar year. 



Trinidad/Tobago 

The National Teaching Committee 
of Trinidad and Tobago recently won 
its goal of enrolling a number of new 
believers greater than the number lost 
as martyrs in Iran. 

Two hundred-fifty people entered 
the Faith in a 60-day period as believers 
from all areas of the country rushed to 

the teaching field to support the Na
tional Teaching Committee's plan. 
Thirty-seven Baha'is (including four 
youth and three children) were in the 
field on one or more occasions, while 

Cook Islands 
In February, two special events in 

Rarotonga brought distinction to the 
Baha'i community of the Cook Is
lands. 

On February 12, a youth conferen..:e 
was visited by former Cook Islands 
Prime Minister Sr. Thomas Davis and 
his wife, Lady Pa Ariki Davis, a Baha'i 
and member of the Cook Islands no
bility. 

One week later, a National Teaching 
Conference began with a youth concert 
in Constitution Park which was attend
ed by 600 including members of six 
youth groups. 

A highlight of the teaching con
ference was an address by telephone 
from the Hand of the Cause of God' 
Collis Featherstone. 

most of the Teaching Committee mem
bers took part in all the activities. 

The friends visited 40 localities, 
mainly visiting Baha'is in their homes, 
deepening them and their children, and 
teaching nearby relatives and friends. 
Apart from such visits, 14 deepenings 
were held with from five to 55 people 
present. During these deepenings, the 
new believers contributed spontane
ously to the Fund. 

Three traveling teachers carne to 
help with the campaign: from Bar
bados, Malaysia and the United King
dom. The entire campaign was self
supporting; no monies from the Na
tional Teaching Committee's budget 
were expended. 

• 
Thirty new Baha'(s were enrolled 

during a weekend meeting in Tobago 
last December 11-14 of the National 
Teaching Committee of Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

The meeting was part of a teaching
deepening campaign adopted by the 
National Teaching Committee to visit 
on a weekly basis the various Area 
Teaching Committees. 

• 
A story headed "Senator lauds work 

by Baha'i members" appeared in last 
December 7's issue of the Trinidad Ex
press. 

The article resulted from remarks 

Pictured during a recent performance 
at the Baha'i National Center in Port 
of Spain, Trinidad, are the Carmel 
Minstrels from Guyana, South Amer
ica. The performance was given as part 
of their six-nation tour of the southern 
Caribbean which included stops in 
Grenada, Antigua, St. Lucia, St. Vin
cent and the Grenadines, Barbados, 
and Trinidad and Tobago. The Min
strels also performed outside Guyana 
at the 1986 Caribbean Peace Confer
ence in Barbados. Members are (left to 
right) Delese Brisport, Lorraine Pierre, 
Errol Brisport, Terrence Simmons, 
Terrence Jordan, and (seated) Frank 
Adamson. 

made at a dinner given by the National 
Spiritual Assembly in honor of Sen. 
Sahadeo Basdeo of Trinidad and Mrs. 
Basdeo, who had recently visited the 
House of Worship in India. Dr. Bas
deo enthusiastically conveyed his im
pressions of that visit to more than 200 
Baha'is and their guests. 

The newspaper report stated that Dr. 
Basdeo had praised the Baha '(s for 
their contribution to international 
peace and human understanding, and 
congratulated the National Assembly 
for extending that contribution to 
Trinidad. 

In Trinidad and Tobago, he said, the 
Baha '( influence has helped to 
strengthen and enrich the spiritual 
fabric of the nation, with its already 
diverse religious and ethnic character. 

Central African Republic 
Due to the efforts and suppOrt of the 

Baha'(s of Batalimo, the Central Af
rican Republic now has its first all
Pygmy local Spiritual Assembly. 

The accomplishment owes much to 
the many years of work by Jean
Robert Lalawe, a pioneer from Chad. 
The Pygmy believers are devoted and 
know by heart many prayers and pas
sages from the Baha'( Writings. Two 
members of the community attended 
last year's National Convention. 
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Universal House of Justice 

The Ri4van 1988 message 

To the Bahd'ls of the world 
Dearly-loved Friends, 

At this resplendent, festive season, we greet you all in a 
spirit of renewed hope. 

A silver lining to the dark picture which has overshad
owed most of this century now brightens the horizon. It is 
discernible in the new tendencies impelling the social pro
cesses at work throughout the world, in the evidences of an 
accelerated trend toward peace. In the Faith of God, it is the 
growing strength of the Order of Baha'u'llah as its banner 
rises to more stately heights. It is a strength that attracts. 

The media are giving increasing attention to the Baha'i 
world community; authors are acknowledging its existence 
in a growing number of articles, books and reference works, 
one of the most highly respected of which recently listed the 
Faith as the most widely spread religion after Christianity. 
A remarkable display of interest in this community by gov
ernments, civil authorities, prominent personalities and 
humanitarian organizations is increasingly apparent. Not 
only are the community's laws and principles, organization 
and way of life being investigated, but its advice and active 
help are also being sought for the alleviation of social prob
lems and the carrying out of humanitarian activities. 

A thrilling consequence of these favorably conjoined 
developments is the emergence of a new paradigm of oppor
tunity for further growth and consolidation of our world
wide community. New prospects for teaching the Cause at 
all levels of society have unfolded. These are confirmed in 
the early results flowing from the new teaching initiatives 
being fostered in a number of places as more and more na
tional communities witness the beginnings of that entry by 
troops promised by the beloved Master and which Shoghi 
Effendi said would lead on to mass conversion. The im
mediate possibilities presented by this providential situation 
compel us to expect that an expansion of the Community of 
the Most Great Name, such as has not yet been experienced, 
is, indeed, at hand. 

The spark which ignited the mounting interest in the 
Cause of Baha'u'llah was the heroic fortitude and patience 
of the beloved friends in Iran, which moved the Baha'i 
world community to conduct a persistent, carefully orches
trated program of appeal to the conscience of the world. 
This vast undertaking, involving the entire community act
ing unitedly through its Administrative Order, was accom
panied by equally vigorous and visible activities of that 
community in other spheres which have been detailed sep
arately. Nonetheless, we are impelled to mention that an im
portant outcome of this extensive exertion is our recognition 

Photo copyright" 1988 by Paul Slaughter 

of a new stage in the external affairs of the Cause, char
acterized by a marked maturation of National Spiritual As
semblies in their growing relations with governmental and 
non-governmental organizations and with the public in gen
eral. 

This recognition prompted a meeting in Germany last No
vember of national Baha'i external affairs representatives 
from Europe and North America, together with senior rep
resentatives of the Offices of the Baha'i International Com
munity, intent on effecting greater coordination of their 
work. This was a preliminary step toward the gathering of 
more and more National Spiritual Assemblies into a har
moniously functioning, international network capable of 
executing global undertakings in this rapidly expanding 
field. Related to these developments was the significant 
achievement of international recognition accorded the Faith 
through its formal acceptance last October into membership 
of the Network on Conservation and Religion of the re
nowned World Wide Fund for Nature. 

At one of the darkest periods in the prolonged oppression 
of the dearly-loved, resolutely steadfast friends in Iran, 
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Shoghi Effendi was moved to comfort them in a letter of as
tounding insight. "It is the shedding of the sacred blood of 
the martyrs in Persia," he wrote, "which, in this shining 
era, this resplendent, this gem-studded Baha'i age, shall 
change the face of the earth into high heaven and, as re
vealed in the Tablets, raise up the tabernacle of the oneness 
of mankind in the very heart of the world, reveal to men's 
eyes the reality of the unity of the human race, establish the 
Most Great Peace, make of this lower realm a mirror for the 
Abha Paradise, and establish beyond any doubt before all 
the peoples of the world the truth of the verse: ' ... the day 
when the Earth shall be changed into another Earth.' " Re
flections like these, in adducing such wondrous future con
sequences from the horrific suffering to which our Iranian 
friends are subjected, illuminate the opportunity and the 
challenge facing us all at this crucial moment in the fortunes 
of the Cause. 

The great projects already launched must be pursued to 
their completion. The terraces below and above the Shrine 
of the Bab and the Arc on Mount Carmel must be com
pleted, fulfilling the glorious vision of the efflorescence of 
God's holy mountain; the second World Congress must be 
held in the City of the Covenant to celebrate the hundredth 
anniversary of the inauguration of that Covenant; the 
steadily advancing work on the translation and annotation 
of the Kitab-i-Aqdas, the Most Holy Book, must be brought 
to publication; the interest shown by the friends in the Law 
of Huququ'llah must be cultivated; the pioneers and travel
ing teachers must go forth; the expenses of the Cause must 
be met; all objectives of the Six Year Plan must be achieved. 

But the paramount purpose of all Baha'i activity is teach
ing. All that has been done or will be done revolves around 
this central activity, the "head corner-stone of the founda
tion itself," to which all progress in the Cause is due. The 
present challenge calls for teaching on a scale and of a qual
ity, a variety, and intensity outstripping all current efforts. 
The time is now, lest opportunity be lost in the swiftly 
changing moods of a frenetic world. Let it not be imagined 
that expedience is the essential motive arousing this sense of 
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ur~ency. There is an overarching reason: it is the pitiful 
plIght of masses of humanity, suffering and in turmoil hun
gering after righteousness but "bereft of discernment ~o see 
God with their own e:-es. or hear His Melodv with their own 
ears." They must be fed. Vision must be" restored where 
hope is lost, confiden:e built where doubt and confusion are 
rife. In these and otr,er respects, "The Promise of World 
Peace" is designed to open the way. Its delivery to national 
and governmental leajers having been virtually completed 
its contents must no\\ !:Ie conveyed, by all possible means, t~ 
peoples everywhere from all walks of life. This is a neces
sary part of the teach~ng work in our time and must be pur
sued with unabated \ :gor. 

Teaching is the foc,j of the spirit; it brings life to un
awakened souls ant ~aise5 the new heaven and the new 
earth: it uplifts the ba::ner of a unified world; in ensures the 
victory of the Cmenan: and brings those who give their lives 
to it the supernal happiness of attainment to the good pleas
ure of their Lord. 

Every individual !:>elie\er-man, woman, youth and 
child-is summoned to this field of action; for it is on the 
initiati\e, the resolutE will of the individual to teach and to 
serve, that the success of the entire community depends. 
Well-grounded in the :-:1ighty Covenant of Baha'u'll<ih, sus
tained by daily pray;:~ and reading of the Holy Word, 
strengthened by a continual striving to obtain a deeper 
understanding of the di\'ine Teachings, illumined by a con
stant endeavor to relate these Teachings to current issues 
nourished by obsenance of the laws and principles of Hi~ 
wondrous World Order. e\ery indi\'idual can attain increas
ing measures of success in teaching. In sum, the ultimate tri
umph of the Cause is assured by that "one thing and only 
one thing" so poignantly emphasized by Shoghi Effendi, 
namely, "the extent to which our own inner life and private 
character mirror forth in their manifold aspects the splen
dor of those eternal principles proclaimed by Baha'u'lhih." 

Beloved friends-you who are addressed by the Best Be
lo\'ed, the Blessed Beaut\,. as "the solace of the eve of crea
tion," as "the soft-f1owi~g waters upon which m~st depend 
the very life of all men"-we urge you, with all earnestness 
from the utter depths of our conviction as to the ripeness of 
the time, to lay aside your every minor concern and direct 
your energies to teaching fiis Cause-to proclaiming, ex
panding and consolidating it. You can approach your task 
in full confidence that this clear field of progress out
stretched before you deri\es from the operation of that 
"God-born Force" which "\'ibrates within the innermost 
being of all created things" and which, "acting even as a 
two-edged sword. is. under our very eyes, sundering, on the 
one hand, the age-old ties which for centuries have held to
gether the fabric of civilized society, and is unloosing, on 
the other, the bonds that still fetter the infant and as yet un
emancipated Faith of Baha·u'llah." 

Have no fear or doubts, The power of the Covenant will 
assist you and im'igorate you and remove every obstacle 
from your path. "He. \'erih. will aid evervone that aideth 
Him, and will remember e\e"~yone that rem~mbereth Him." 

You have our abiding assurance of ardent and constant 
prayers for you all, 

The Universal House of Justice 
Riqvan 1988 



World Centre 

The sixth International Convention 

The sLr:th Bahd '{ International Conven
tion was held April 29-,\;fay 2 at rhe Ba
hd '( World Centre on the slopes or' 
.\;fount Carmel in Haifa, Israel, and at 
the Haifa Auditorium. On these pages 
are photographs that we hope hal t' 
captured some of the atmosphere and 
j7avor of that historic event at which 
members of 132 .Vational Spiritllal .-15-
semblies gathered to consult together 
and to elect the Universal House or 
Justice. Above: Delegates walk dOHn 
the main path ar Bahj{ to the Shrine ot 
Bahd'u'l/dh. Right: A delegare from 
Korea is flanked by rwo delegates fro l ': 

Swa-:.iland, all of them auired in co.lor
Jul costumes that rej7ect their nariotlLll 
heritage. 

All photos of the International Convention copyright© 1988 by Paul Slaughter 
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Left: Delegates to the sixth Interna
tional Convention gaze upward in awe 
and wonder before entering the mag
nzficent Seat of the Universal House of 
Justice. Above: Two beautifully cos
tumed delegates are captured by the 
camera with the Seat of the Universal 
House of Justice in the background. 
They are Iiv Vitols (left) of Norway 
and Jone JVaqavesi of Fiji. Below: A 
delegate from Bolivia, Eusebio Marca 
Fif.\'. rises to make a point during con
sulTaTion aT one of the Convention's 
plenary sessions. 



-{bove: '.4/{,Vakhmvan( inrruduces his 
'-dlow members of rhe C'ni\'erm! 
House of Jusrice (Iefr {() righl} Glt!n· 
"'JrriHirchel/, Hlishmand Farhea::am. 
T .. m Semple. Perer Khan. David Ruht!. 
.Lt':/::!, Chanct!. Hoopa DlInDar and 
-{c!ib Taher::adeh. Below lefl: Bob Sa· 
:JI/y. a delegate from Papua New Gui· 

nea, Below right: The Nimh Day ot 
Ricjvdn is commemorared at rhe Shrine 
of lht! Bab. Leading rhe procession arc' 
(he Hands of rhe Calise of God (Iefr (() 
ril!h{) William Sear,. Col/is Fearht!" 
,'{nne, -1maw'!·BahJ Rlifll\'\'ih ;"";!.: . 
nlltn and ',41[' Akbar Fli ni ran , 
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The Six Year Plan: a statistical update 

WORLD CENTRE GOALS 
Publication of a copiously annotated English translation of the Kitdb-i-Aqdas and related texts 

• A little more than one-third of the Kitdb-i-Aqdas was translated by the Guardian. Two-thirds of the remaining Text has 
been translated and the newly translated portions await final approval. Supplementary texts, such as its "Questions and An
swers," are being assembled for translation and initial steps have been taken for the preparation of annotations. 
Education of the Bahd'( world in the Law of Huququ'lldh 

• Consultations on the Huququ'lhih, attended by the Trustee, the Hand of the Cause 'Ali Muhammad Varqa, and his 
deputies were held in the Holy Land. Eighteen deputy Trustees and 77 Representati\·es spread over the entire world have 
now been appointed or confirmed to assist the Trustee. 

• Compilations, a codification and a brief history of the institution of the Huququ'llah have been sent to the National 
Spiritual Assemblies and have been translated, published and widely distributed. 

• The spontaneous response of a growing number of believers, including many westerners, has swelled by 150 percent the 
Huququ'llah payments received from 88 countries. 
Pursuit of plans for the projects on Mount Carmel 

• Mr. Fariburz Sahba has been appointed Project Manager to execute the designs of Mr. Husayn Amanat for the remain
ing buildings on the Arc. He has also been commissioned to design the terraces below and above the Shrine of the Bab. 

• Toward the realization of these projects contributions for a reserve of $50 million have been called for, with an addi
tional $20 million to $25 million during each of the succeeding 10 years for these and other activities at the Baha'i World 
Centre. 
Broadening the base of the international relations of the Faith 

• The Office of Public Information now has liaison officers in London and Paris. 
• The Baha'i Faith became the sixth world religion to join the Network on Conservation and Religion of the World Wide 

Fund for Nature. 
• The Baha'i International Community'S United Nations Office and its branches have further extended the range of their 

influence through close collaboration with the United Nations departments and agencies, and with the conference of Non
Governmental Organizations. Areas of mutual interest and action included women, youth, family life, health, food and 
agriculture, education, the environment and human settlements, narcotics and drug abuse, and human rights. 

• The United Nations Office of the Baha'i International Community co-ordinated the actions of National Spiritual As
semblies in requesting, on behalf of the persecuted Baha'is in Iran, that positive action be taken by their governments, the 
United Nations Commission on Human Rights, and the United Nations General Assembly. Similar actions were taken in re
lation to the European Parliament. 

WORLD-WIDE GOALS 
Carrying the healing Message of Bahd'u'lldh to the generality of mankind 

• Some 20 National Spiritual Assemblies have experienced large-scale enrollments during the past two years. 
• A number of National Assemblies have identified minority populations for special teaching efforts. A four-day con

ference on Chinese teaching was held in Hong Kong, under the auspices of the International Chinese Teaching Committee; 
an international conference was held in Germany to discuss European teaching; and Romani teaching was the topic of a 
conference held in Spain. 

• Of the 429 specific international pioneer needs named by the Universal House of Justice for the two-year period 
1987-89, a total of 131 have been met. Another 918 Baha'is have settled in posts not specified as goals of the Plan. 

• The use of music and drama for teaching is being widely adopted, with many National Assemblies reporting en
thusiastic responses from Baha'is and non-Baha'is alike. Many notable individual and community efforts were recorded. 

• The following table provides data on the present size of the Baha'i world community: 

Africa Americas Asia Australasia Europe World 

Total Localities 37,234 27,067 41,882 2,866 3,088 112,137 

Local Assemblies 5,967 5,594 6,490 730 705 19,486 

Groups: 
72 28,533 with 9 or more adults 5,145 3,172 19,678 496 

fewer than 9 adults 12,544 9,592 8,292 766 1,211 32,405 

Isolated Centers 13,578 8,709 7,422 874 1,130 31,713 
A numerical decrease of 6, 100 localities and 11,000 local Spiritual Assemblies occurred in India alone due to the revised civil areas of juris
diction; similar changes took place in other countries. 
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Six Year Plan update 

Greater involvement 0/ the Faith in the life oj human society 
• Following the global distribution of the peace statement to heads of state and government officials, the peace issue has 

remained the single most effective bridge between the Baha', community and the people and organizations involved in de
velopment, ecology, family life, equality of the sexes, relief of famine, inter-religious cooperation, justice, eradication of 
racism, and promotion of the rights of indigenous people. Baha',s around the world organized conferences, exhibits, expo
sitions, festivals and public meetings on peace during which the Teachings were shared with people from widely diverse 
backgrounds. 

• A Baha'i delegation, headed by Amatu'I-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum, attended a conference and presented a paper for the 
International Society of General Systems Analysis Research in Budapest, Hungary. 

• The 1988 Encyclopedia Britannica Book of the Year reported the Faith as having "a significant following in more sov
ereign and non-sovereign countries than any listing other than Christianity." 

• The Baha'i International Community and the National Assemblies of Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Kenya and Lesotho 
were among some 300 organizations designated as "Peace Messengers" by the United Nations for their "significant con
tribution to the program and objectives of the International Year of Peace." 

• The Un.iversal House of Justice convened a meeting in Germany of national external affairs representatives from 17 
countries in Europe and North America, along with senior staff members of the Baha'i International Community offices in 
New York City and Geneva, to confer on the extension of the range of their activities in government and public relations. 

• Many National Assemblies trained individuals to work as public relations representatives while others held conferences 
and workshops on the effective use of the media. The International Baha'i Audio-Visual Centre and its Amoz Gibson Cen
tre for media training conducted far-flung and recurrent media educational efforts in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

• After discussion of various Baha'i principles with the President of the Constituent Assembly in Haiti, the Baha'is pre
sented their ideas for a new National Constitution to the Assembly. Similarly, in Brazil 18 of 20 specific propositions for a 
new Constitution suggested by the Baha'is to the government were given first legislative approval. In New Zealand, the Ba
ha'is submitted to the Royal Commission on Social Policy recommendations for II points of social principle and action. 
The Baha',s of Nigeria submitted a proposal to the government in response to a public request from the President for sug
gestions on the functions of the civilian government which is to return to power in 1990. 

• In Jamaica, the Faith was accepted by the Caribbean Examination Council for inclusion in the secondary education cur
riculum. A series of lectures on the Faith, developed in Fiji and conducted at the University of the South Pacific, now forms 
part of the university's extension services throughout the region. In Finland, a course of study for the Faith was accepted by 
the Central Board of Schools. A number of other National Assemblies are persevering in efforts to have the Faith included 
in the religious education curricula of secondary schools. There is one university course about the Faith offered in Thailand, 
and another at the University of Copenhagen, Denmark, which is taught by an eminent non-Baha'i scholar. 

• More than 60 conferences were held throughout the world concerning a variety of issues related to implementation of 
the equality of the sexes. 

A worldwide increase in the translation, production, distribution and use oj Bahd '{ literature 
• New translations of the Sacred Text have been made in one Native American and three African languages, bringing the 

total in which there is Baha'i literature to 802: 266 in Africa; 172 in the Americas; 174 in Asia; 110 in the Pacific Islands; 
and 80 in Europe. Many communities have printed new prayer books, some for children. The "Words of God" booklet was 
published in seven additional languages, for a total of 63 languages in which the booklet is available. 

• There has been a substantial world-wide increase in the production of expositional literature by institutional and in
dependent Baha'i publishers. Peace and themes related to the peace statement have been dominant topics of Baha'i publish
ing during this period. 

• Under the aegis of the Universal House of Justice, an international publishing conference took place in Argentina on 
the subject of Spanish-language publications, and a second was held by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United King
dom for publications in English. 

• A large number of well-printed, well-bound and attractively presented items of Baha'i children's literature, journals 
and other educational materials, mainly aimed at younger children, were produced in many languages. 

Acceleration in the process oj the maturation oj local and national Bahd '{ communities 
• Reports on community consolidation indicate a continuing need to focus on this vital element. Most National Spiritual 

Assemblies have developed teaching plans designed not only to increase the number of believers but also to consolidate the 
home communities, to assist lapsed Assemblies, and to reach and stimulate isolated believers. The following table presents 
statistics on local Spiritual Assembly activity: 
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0/0 of 
Africa Americas Asia Austral. Europe Total LSAs 

Conduct Feasts and Holy Days 2,213 2,140 1,226 476 652 6,707 34OJo 

~1eet Regularly 2,145 1,860 916 373 613 5,907 30% 

Contribute to National Fund 1,050 1,644 643 332 640 4,309 22% 

Hold Children's Classes 780 1,435 720 289 375 3,599 18% 

Undertake Extension Teaching 1,263 997 643 227 287 3,417 18% 

Undertake Local Teaching 784 1,523 428 226 510 3,471 18% 

Undertake Local Deepening 1,212 1,343 400 258 449 3,662 19% 

• Consultation was the topic of study at institutes and summer schools in a large number of countries, and by many local 
communities, in preparation for sharing this vital method of problem-solving with the peoples of the world. 

• To improve the functioning and efficiency of their national offices, a number of National Assemblies formed commit
tees, engaged the services of individual believers, or introduced computer technology to assist the National Secretary and/or 
the Treasurer. An electronic mail network among National Spiritual Assemblies with the Baha'i World Centre has begun 
and is in an early stage of development. 

• Twelve National Assemblies conducted institutes for the members of local Spiritual Assemblies or their officers, while 
others distributed compilations or sent traveling teachers to educate local believers about the administration. 

• With the incorporation of the National Spiritual Assemblies of the Marshall Islands and St. Lucia, there are now 115 in
corporated National Spiritual Assemblies. 

• Legal recognition came in a variety of ways, such as the registration of the National Assembly of Singapore as a charity 
under the Charities Act of 1982, the registration of Baha'i schools by the governments in Fiji, Macau, Papua New Guinea 
and Sierra Leone, and the inclusion of the Faith on the Seychelles government's national census forms. 

• With the addition of Malawi and Guyana, the number of countries where Baha'i marriage is recognized reached 56. 
• Well-planned and organized summer and winter schools have been conducted by most National Assemblies, with in

creased attendance. 
• A total of 114 National Assemblies have attained financial self-sufficiency and are meeting their own administrative ex

penses: 33 in Africa; 31 in the Americas; 22 in Asia; 8 in Australasia; and 20 in Europe. 
• Thus far in the Plan, 133 properties have been acquired in 60 countries. The numerical growth of the Baha'i com

munities, the emergence of the Faith into public and media attention, and the use of properties for purposes such as social 
and economic development activities have in some cases necessitated the enlargement and improvement of present struc
tures or the acquisition of new ones. 

• National Assemblies, with the help of property committees or property managers, are devoting much-needed attention 
to maintenance, conservation, insurance and security of their holdings. 
Greater attention to universal participation and the spiritual enrichment of individual believers 

• The major themes of spiritual education and individual deepening in most national communities were the Baha'i laws, 
the Covenant, the Fund, and the Huququ'llah. 

• Fifteen Associations for Baha'i Studies, primary promoters of Baha'i scholarship and contact with academia, have now 
been formed. Various special interest groups have been developed in such fields as agriculture, the arts, consultation and 
conflict resolution, education, the environment, health, marriage and family life, science and technology, and women's is
sues. 
A wider extension of Bahtj'{ education to children and youth, and the strengthening of Bahd'{family life 

• In addition to the large number of National Spiritual Assemblies which have long been involved in the Baha'i education 
of children, 25 National Assemblies have reported the initiation of regular children's classes. Institutes for teachers of Ba
ha'i children's classes were conducted by at least 20 National Assemblies, while 14 others reported that they are developing 
their own lesson plans. 

• Summer schools, institutes, conferences and other activities organized for youth have continued at a high level. In addi
tion, reports indicate an increase in the number of youth offering a year or more of voluntary service. 

• Initiatives undertaken to consolidate Baha'i families include marriage and family life institutes, regular publications for 
children and parents, audio-visual productions, and summer school programs. 
The pursuit of projects of social and economic development in well-established Bahd'{ communities 

• The following table provides a current summary of Baha'i development programs: 
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Africa Americas Asia Australasia Europe World 

Agriculture and Forestry 62 11 35 14 0 122 

Community Development 32 15 8 8 7 70 

Education 191 104 479 20 11 805 
Academic Schools 4 12 12 1 0 29 
Tutorial Schools 139 53 321 5 0 518 
Pre-Schools 25 17 9 4 0 55 
Literacy Projects 6 4 88 1 0 99 
Other Projects 17 18 49 9 11 104 

Health and Social Services 41 23 43 13 7 127 

Radio Stations I· 6· 0 0 0 7 

Miscellaneous 9 264 19 13 46 351 

TOTALS 336 423 584 68 71 1,482 

• The sixth radio station in the Americas was inaugurated in Temuco, Chile, in November 1986; the first radio station in Africa began 
broadcasting in Monrovia, Liberia, in March 1987 . 

• Currently, 95 National Spiritual Assemblies are involved in social and economic development efforts. The vast majority 
of these are small-scale local initiatives which need and receive little or no external support. Since RiQvan 1986, the number 
of development projects world-wide has increased by 44 percent, to 1,482 . 

• More than half of the Baha'i development projects in the world are in the area of education. Of these, 70 percent are 
pre-schools or primary schools. The Maxwell International School, a secondary school in Canada, will open in September. 
Two new ventures into higher education were launched: a preparatory organization for a College of Human Services in In
dia, and the Louhelen Residential College in the United States. 

Chile 

More than 120 Baha'is and their guests 
gathered at Piedra Azul, about 15 km. 
(9 miles) from the port city of Puerto 
Montt in Chile's 10th region, for the 

annual Southern Summer School. 
Classes were coordinated by the Na
tional Baha'i Life Development Com-

mittee, while the phYSical facilities 
were arranged for and obtained by the 
Spiritual Assembly of Puerto Montt. 
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Essay 

Some thoughts on Huququ'IIah 

One of the exalted attributes of the 
Manifestation of God, distinguishing 
Him from the whole of the human 
race, is His utter detachment from the 
things of this world. Baha'u'llah had 
no regard whatsoever for the posses
sion of material things. He has clearly 
stated in His Writings that this material 
world has no worth in His sight. In sev
eral Tablets He states that if this world 
had any value, He would have been oc
cupying its highest thrones. In a Tablet 
revealed in 'Akkci, He states that the 
One Who created this world has re
nounced it. For if it had any value He 
would not have allowed Himself to live 
in the most desolate of cities. 

In another Tablet revealed in the 
Holy Land, He affirms that if His aim 
were to acquire earthly things, He 
could have taken possession of all that 
is on earth and no one could have ques
tioned His authority to do so. He fur
ther states in the same Tablet that 
whenever He had accepted a gift from 
a believer, the basic reason had been to 
bestow His bounties and favors upon 
him. The mere acceptance of a gift en
dowed the soul of the individual with 
eternal blessings. 

The believers sometimes sent articles 
such as carpets, clothing and similar 
items to Baha'u'llah, but He seldom 
used them for Himself. He uSllally 
gave all gifts away. One person who 
coveted them was His amanuensis, 
Mirza Aqa Jan. Knowing that Baha'
u'llAh had no interest in keeping the 

This article on the Law of Huququ '
llcih is reprinted by permission of the 
publisher from Adib Taherzadeh, The 
Revelation of Bahci'u'l/cih: 'Akkci, the 
Early Years, 1868-77 (Oxford: George 
Ronald, 1983), pp. 245-256, and The 
Revelation of Bahci 'u '/lcih: Mazra'ih 
and Bahjf, J877-J892 (Oxford: George 
Ronald, 1988), pp. 81-84. 
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It was during those ... epoch
making journeys that 'A bdu' 1-
Baha demonstrated a magna
nimity and detachment charac
teristic of God's chosen ones b)' 
declining with graciousness all 
offers of funds and gifts from 
friends and strangers. 

believers' offerings for Himself, he 
longed to possess these gifts and BaM'
u'llah sometimes gave them to him. 
Mirza Aqa Jan did not realize that this 
was his test and the cause of his down
fall. To be in close contact with Baha'
u'llah, to serve Him day and night and 
to abide within such a sacred realm, re
quired utter detachment from all earth
ly things. The desire for material ben
efits while serving in His holy presence 
was fatal. 

God always tests man. The higher he 
is in the field of service, the greater are 
his tests. Mirza Aqa Jan acted as a ser
vant to Baha'u'llah and was the indiv
idual who was closest to Him. He was a 
materialistic and corrupt being who fell 
from grace during the latter part of 
Baha'u 'lhih 's life, later violated His 
covenant and perished spiritually. 

When Baha'u'llah was in Adrian
ople a certain believer from Kashan by 
the name of Muhammad-Baqir pre
sented Him with a small silk carpet. He 
wrote a Tablet, thanked him for the 
gift and showered His bounties upon 
him. He told him that He had accepted 
the gift, but was now returning it to 
him as a favor on His part. He stated 
that He preferred to sit on the ground 
in that remote Prison (Adrianople) 
than to sit on a silk carpet. This is a 
typical example of how Baha'u'llah 
would respond to gifts presented to 
Him. 

One of the believers, a certain Mirza 
Muhammad-Quli, presented Baha'
u'llcih with an overcoat. In a Tablet, 
BaM'u'llah informed him that He had 
worn the coat for one day as a bounty 
on His part. 

There is an interesting story about 
another of the believers, Mirza Ja'far, 
in the early days of the Faith in Yazd. 
Hciji Muhammad-Tahir-i-MaImiri has 
recorded this in his memoirs: 

Aqa Mirza Ja'jar was an erudite 
divine of Islam. In his youth, he taught 
at a theological school . .. . He left the 
school altogether when he embraced 
the Cause and became a very steadfast 
believer. In those days, the Ancient 
Beauty was in Baghdad. Knowing that 
He was living an austere life in that 
city, Mirza Ja 'jar wished to provide 
some funds for the relief of His blessed 
Person. In the end he came up with a 
plan. There were many vases and other 
ornaments made of copper in the mos
ques of Yazd. He used to go to a mos
que at night, climb to the upper cham
bers, dismantle the ornamental copper 
vessels which were hanging from the 
ceiling, and take them home. Little by 
little he stole similar vessels from 
several mosques. In the end he gather
ed nearly half a ton of these copper 
items . .. . He then transported them to 
Ardikcin (about J()() miles from Yazd) 
to the home of a certain Ustcid Kdzim, 
an ironmonger. There he cut the cop
per articles to pieces and eventually 
succeeded in selling the metal for 70 tu
mans (a large sum of money in those 
days) in silver coins. He placed the 
silver inside a specially made leather 
cummerbund, tied it around his waist 
and set off on his journey on foot to 
Baghdcid where he attained the pres
ence of Bahci'u 'lIcih and presented the 
money to Him. The Blessed Beauty ac
cepted the money from him, and be
stowed upon him His blessings and fa-



vors. But He ordered him to accom
pany Mirzd Aqd Jdn, Khddimu'lldh 
(the Servant of God), to the banks of 
the river and throw the money into its 
waters. MI'nd Ja 'far became a servant 
of the household, and was among 
those companions who accompanied 
Bahd'u'lldh to . Istanbul. 

Haji Muhammad 'Aliy-i-Afnan, a 
cousin of the Bab, had sent a length of 
white flannel to 'Akka. According to a 
Tablet written in the handwriting of 
Mirza Aqa Jan, Baha'u'llah graciously 
accepted the gift from him and al
though since His departure from Bagh
dad He was in the habit of wearing 
coats made only of black flannel, He 
ordered a white one to be made as a 
token of His grace and favors toward 
the Afnan. 

According to Haji Muhammad
Tahir, Baha'u'llah would usually wear 
a long woolen upper garment and a 
woolen cloak; and in the summer, cot
ton garments. 

These stories reveal His magnanim
ity and utter detachment from the 
things of this world. Sometimes Baha'
u'llah ordered simple gifts to be sent to 
certain people. For instance, on one 
occasion Mirza Aqa Jan wrote on the 
instructions of Baha'u'llab to the same 
Haji Muhammad-'Aliy-i-Afnan, who 
was living in Hong Kong, asking him 
to send some china dishes which were 
intended as a gift for 'Abbud. On an
other occasion Mirza Aqa Jan was in
structed to ask another of the Afnans 
to send a few pairs of spectacles com
plete with cases for presentation to 
some of the authorities. (In those days 
there were no custom-made spectacles. 
A type which was commonly worn had 
a simple magnifying glass as a lens.) 

It must be pointed out that the same 
attitude of detachment from earthly 
things so permeated the souls of 'Ab
du'l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi, the two 
successive Centers of the Cause of 
Baha'u'llah, that it was against their 
nature to turn their affection to the 
things of this world. They both lived 
austere lives and followed the example 
of Baha'u'llah. Although they received 
large contributions from the friends, 
they authorized their spending strictly 
for the promotion of the Cause of God 
and did not have the slightest inclina
tion to spend the funds for their own 
personal ends. Indeed, similar to 
Baha'u'llah, neither of them had any 

personal assets, whether monetary or 
of any other type. 

When 'Abdu'l-Baha traveled to the 
West to spread the Cause of Baha'
u'llah and diffuse the divine fragrances 
in Europe and America, He had to use 
some of the funds which the Persian 
friends had contributed to Haji Amin 
as Huququ'llah. But He observed such 
care in spending the absolute minimum 
for Himself that His companions 
sometimes felt concerned about the 
lack of comfort which often resulted. 

The renowned chronicler of 'Abdu'l
Baha's journeys to the West, Mirza 
Mahmud-i-Zarqani, His devoted sec
retary and companion, has recorded in 
his diaries (Badayi'u'l-Athar) that 
when 'Abdu'l-Baha and His party were 
traveling across the United States, the 
train journey proved to be tiring-es
pecially for 'A"du'l-Baha Who was 
nearly 70 years of age. Yet in spite of 
this, He frequently declined to pay the 
extra small sum of money for sleeping 
accommodations on the train. Instead, 
He would sit up all night on the hard 
wooden seats and close His eyes to rest. 
But, as demonstrated on that journey, 
He opened His purse and generously 
placed coins of silver and gold in the 
palms of the poor and needy wherever 
He found them. How different are the 
ways of God and man! 

It was during those same epoch
making journeys that 'Abdu'l-Baha 
demonstrated a magnanimity and de
tachment characteristic 0 f God's 
chosen ones by declining with gracious
ness all offers of funds and gifts from 
friends and strangers. 

In his famous diaries Mirza Mah
mud recounts a story of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
when He was in New York shortly be
fore His departure from the United 
States: 

" ... that day some of the friends 
presented 'Abdu'I-Bahd with some 
funds, but He did not take them in 
spite of their persistently begging Him 
to accept them. He said: 'Offer it up to 
the poor on my behalf. It would be as 
if I have personally given it to them. 
But for me the best gift is the unity be
tween the loved ones of God, their ser
vice to the Cause, the diffusion of di
vine fragrances and their carrying out 
the teachings and exhortations of the 
Blessed Beauty. " 

On such occasions the believers be
came very sad, because their offerings 

were not accepted by their Beloved. In 
spite of this, the believers in New York, 
knowing that these were the last few 
days of His stay in the United States, 
gathered some presents for the mem
bers of the Holy Family (including the 
wife of 'Abdu'l-Baha, His sister, 
daughters and other female members 
of His household) .... Some of the 
friends had vowed together that they 
would persist in their request for accep
tance of the gifts, that they would cling 
to the hem of His garment and not 
leave His presence until He had ac
cepted their offerings. They presented 
their gifts and earnestly pleaded with 
Him to take them. He then spoke to 
them in these words: 

HI am very grateful for all your ser
vices. Truly you have served me, of
fered hospitality, rendered your ser
vices day and night and persevered in 
the diffusion of divine fragrances. I 
shall never forget your devoted ser
vices, because you had no other motive 
but to attain the good pleasure of God, 
and had desired no station other than 
entry into His Kingdom. Now you have 
brought some gifts for my family. 
These gifts are very praiseworthy, but 
more exquisite than these are the gifts 
of the love of God which may be pre
served within the treasure-house of the 
hearts. The former gifts are transitory, 
but the latter are eternal. These gifts 
are to be kept in boxes and upon the 
shelves and will eventually perish, but 
the other will remain eternally in all the 
worlds of God treasured within the 
heart. Therefore I carry with me your 
love to them (i.e., the Holy Family) 
which is the greatest gift of all. In our 
house there is no room for diamond 
rings or other jewelry. That house is 
devoid of the vanities of this world. 

"Now, I accept these gifts, but I en
trust them to you to sell them and send 
the proceeds to Chicago for the con
struction of the Mashriqu'I-Adhkdr 
(Baha'i House of Worship) . .. 

The friends, with tearful eyes, were 
disappointed. 'Abdu'l-Baha said: HI 
want to take with me a gift from you 
which may remain till eternity, the 
jewels which belong to the treasure
house of the heart. " 

The Law of Huququ '/Idh 
The greater part of the donations 

given to the Cause by the believers was 
spent at Baha'u'llah's behest in the 

Baha'i News/June 1988 11 



promotion of the Faith and the care of 
the poor and needy of the community. 
He Himself and the members of His 
family, however, lived an austere life. 
There were many occasions when He 
was in great need, but did not accept 
financial help from the friends. 

In the Kitdb-i-Aqdas (the Most Holy 
Book), Baba'u'llah revealed the law of 
Huququ'llah (the Right of God). It 
concerns those whose possessions 
reach a certain value. They are bidden 
by God to pay 19 percent of that value 
to the Centre of the Cause. In one of 
His Tablets, revealed in the words of 
His amanuensis, Baba 'u 'llah states 
that when the full text of the Kitdb-i
Aqdas was completed He did not order 
its release for some time because it con
tained the law of Huquq, which has 
been ordained by God as a sign of His 
mercy and loving-kindness unto His 
servants. He explains that the reason 
for withholding the Book temporarily 
was His apprehensiveness lest some of 
the believers might not carry out this 
commandment or might come to the 
wrong conclusions. The mere contem
plation of this, He says, is unworthy of 
the Day of God. The very thought that 
some, in their immaturity, might pos
sibly assume that the Huquq was in
tended for Baha'u'llah's personal use, 
must have been extremely painful to 
Him. The most cursory study of His 
life and teachings will amply demon
strate that He constantly exhorted His 
followers to detach themselves from 
earthly possessions and not to place 
their affections in the things of this 
world. In His Tablet to Napoleon III, 
Baha'u'llah admonishes the emperor in 
these words which clearly demonstrate 
how worthles's is this material world in 
His sight: 

Exu/test thou over the treasures thou 
dost possess, knowing they shall per
ish? Rejoicest thou in that thou rulest a 
span of earth, when the whole world, 
in the estimation of the people of 
Bahd, is worth as much as the black in 
the eye of a dead ant? 

In another Tablet, Baba'u'llah 
makes a similar statement: 

By the righteousness of God! The 
world, its vanities and its glory, and 
whatever delights it can offer, are all, 
in the sight of God, as worthless as, 
nay even more contemptible than, dust 
and ashes. Would that the hearts of 

men could comprehend it. Wash your
selves thoroughly, 0 people of Bahti, 
from the defilement of the world, and 
of all that pertaineth unto it. 

The following passages gleaned from 
the Writings of Baha'u'llah portray 
His expectations from His followers: 

He is the true servant of God who, in 
this day, were he to pass through cities 
of silver and gold, would not deign to 
look upon them, and whose heart 
would remain pure and undefiled from 

The most cursory stud~' of 
(Baha'u'lhih's) life and teach
ings will amply demonstrate that 
He constantly exhorted His fol
lowers to detach themselves 
from earthly possessions and not 
to place their affections in the 
things of this world. 

whatever things can be seen in this 
world, be they its goods or its treas
ures. I swear by the Sun of Truth! The 
breath of such a man is endowed with 
potency, and his words with attraction. 

By Him Who shineth above the Day
Spring of sanctity! If the whole earth 
were to be converted into silver and 
gold, no man who can be said to have 
truly ascended into the heaven of faith 
and certitude would deign to regard it, 
much less to seize and keep it . ... 
They who dwell within the Tabernacle 
of God, and are established upon the 
seats of everlasting glory, will refuse, 
even though they be dying of hunger, 
to stretch their hands, and seize un
lawfully the property of their neighbor, 
however vile and worthless he may be. 
The purpose of the one true God in 
manifesting Himself is to summon all 
mankind to truthfulness and sincerity, 
to piety and trustworthiness, to resig
nation and submissiveness to the will 
of God, to forbearance and kindliness, 
to uprightness and wisdom. His object 
is to array every man with the mantle 
of a saintly character, and to adorn 
him with the ornament of holy and 
goodly deeds. Say, he is not to be num
bered with the people of Bahti who fol
loweth his mundane desires, or fixeth 
his heart on things of the earth. He is 
My true follower who, if he come to a 
valley of pure gold will pass straight 
through it aloof as a cloud, and will 

neither turn back, nor pause. Such a 
man is assuredly of Me. From his gar
ment the Concourse on high can inhale 
the fragrance of sanctity. 

While Baha'u'llah was reluctant to 
send a copy of the Kitdb-i-Aqdas to 
Persia, some of the believers were re
questing that the laws of the Faith be 
revealed for them. As a result of these 
requests, Baha'u'llah eventually sent a 
copy, but gave clear instructions that 
no one was to implement the law of the 
Huquq. For about five years after the 
revelation of the Kitdb-i-Aqdas this 
law was not put into execution. Then, 
as the Cause began to expand in Persia 
and neighboring countries, there was a 
need for funds, and those who were eli
gible to pay the Huquq did so with joy 
and gratitude. 

This is the text of the law of Huquq
u'llah as revealed in the Kitdb-i-Aqdas: 

Should a person acquire one hun
dred mithqdls of gold (each mithqdl is 
equal to 3.6416666 grams), nineteen 
mithqdls thereof belong to God, the 
Creator of earth and heaven. Take 
heed, 0 people, lest ye deprive your
selves of this great bounty. We have 
prescribed this law unto you while We 
are wholly independent of you and of 
all that are in the heavens and on the 
earth. Indeed there lie concealed in this 
command, mysteries and benefits 
which are beyond the comprehension 
of anyone save God, the All-Knowing, 
the All-Informed. Say, through this in
junction God desireth to purify your 
possessions and enable you to draw 
nigh unto such stations as none can at
tain, except those whom God may 
please. Verily, He is the Generous, the 
Gracious, the Bountiful. 

o people! Act not treacherously in 
the matter of Huququ 'lldh and dispose 
not of it, except by His leave. Thus 
hath it been ordained in His Epistles as 
well as in this glorious Tablet. 

Whoso dealeth dishonestly with God 
will in justice be exposed, and whoso 
fulfilleth the things he hath been com
manded, divine blessings will descend 
upon him from the heaven of the boun
ty of his Lord, the Bestower, the Boun
tifUl, the Most Generous, the Ancient 
oj Days. Verily He desirethfor you the 
things that are inscrutable to you at 
present, though the people themselves 
will readily discover them when their 
souls take their flight and the trappings 
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of their earthly gaieties are rolled up. 
Thus warneth you the Author of the 
Preserved tablet. 

It must be noted that in the above 
passage Baha'u'lhih has merely set the 
rate of Huq uq at 19 percent. It is not 
meant that the minimum amount sub
ject to Huqtiq is 100 mithqals of gold; 
the minimum amount is the value of 19 
mithqals of gold. Baha'u'llah Himself 
has clarified this point in the following 
statement: 

The minimum amount subject to 
Huququ'lldh is reached when one's 
possessions are worth the number of 
Vdhid (19); that is, whenever one own
eth 19 mithqdls of gold, or acquireth 
possessions attaining this value, after 
having deducted therefrom the yearly 
expenses, the Huquq becometh ap
plicable and its payment is obligatory. 

As regards its application, Shoghi 
Effendi, the Guardian of the Faith, has 
stated through his secretary: 

"Regarding the Huqtiqu'llah ... 
this is applied to one's merchandise, 
property and income. After deducting 
the necessary expenses, whatever is left 
as profit, and is an addition to one's 
capital, such a sum is subject to Hu
qtiq. When one has paid Huqtiq once 
on a particular sum, that sum is no 
longer subject to Huquq, unless it 
should pass from one person to an
other. One's residence, and the house
hold furnishings are exempt from Hu
qtiq .... Huququ'llah is paid to the 
Centre of the Cause." 

Baha'u'llah was very anxious that no 
one should ever feel forced to pay the 
Huquq. He instructed Haji Abu'l
Hasan-i-Amin, the Trustee of the Hu
qtiq, and other eminent Baba'is not to 
accept money from anyone unless they 
were sure that the individual wished to 
give with the utmost joy and devotion. 
He also forbade the soliciting of Hu
quq by the Trustees. In many of His 
Tablets, Baha'u'llah has made such ex
hortations. To cite an example, the fol
lowing is part of a Tablet revealed in 
honor of His Trustee, Haji Amin: 
o Abu 'I-Hasan: 

May my Glory rest upon thee! Fix 
thy gaze upon the glory of the Cause. 
Speak forth that which will attract the 
hearts and the minds. To demand the 
Huquq is in no wise permissible. This 
command was revealed in the Book of 
God for various necessary matters or-

dained by God to be dependent upon 
material means. Therefore, if some
one, with utmost pleasure and glad
ness, nay with insistence, wisheth to 
partake of this blessing, thou mayest 
accept. Otherwise, acceptance is not 
permissible. 

The following passage from the 
Writings of Baha'u'llah will shed fur
ther light on this subject: 

For a number of years Huquq was 
not accepted. How numerous the of
ferings that on reaching Our presence 
were returned to the donors, because 
they were not needed then. However, 
in recent years We have, in view of the 
exigencies of the times, accepted the 
payment of the Huquq, but have for
bidden solicitation thereof Everyone 
must have the utmost regard for the 
dignity of the Word of God and for the 
exaltation of His Cause. Were a person 
to offer all the treasures of the earth at 
the cost of debasing the honor of the 
Cause of God, were it even less than a 
grain of mustard, such an offering 
would not be permissible. All the world 
hath belonged and will always belong 
to God. If one spontaneously offereth 
Huquq with the utmost joy and ra
diance it will be acceptable, and not 
otherwise. The benefit of such deeds 
reverteth unto the individuals them
selves. This measure hath been or
dained in view of the necessity for ma
terial means, for "averse is God from 
putting aught into effect except 
through its means. " Thus instructions 
were given to receive the Huquq. 

In another of His Tablets, Baba'
u'llah states that there is no act more 
reprehensible than to beg for funds in 
the name of God. 

A special responsibility concerning 
the Huququ'llah was placed upon the 
Hands of the Cause. As we have al
ready stated, Baha'u'llah always in
sisted that no one should be solicited to 
pay the Huqtiqu'llah, and even that 
payment should not be accepted unless 
the individual was willing to observe 
the Huquq with the utmost joy. In His 
Tablets to the Hands, Baha'u'lhih 
often gives the details of the numerous 
occasions on which He refused to ac
cept donations from individuals as the 
Faith did not need financial assistance 
at that time. He urges them to uphold 
the standards of detachment, dignity 
and magnanimity which their Lord has 

always displayed. 
In a Tablet to Ibn-i-Asdaq, Bahci'

u'llah describes in the words of His 
amanuensis how at one time the King 
of the Martyrs had felt that the means 
of subsistence for the Holy Family and 
the believers in the Holy Land were in
adequate. He had dispatched therefore 
Jamal-i-Burtijirdi to the province of 
Khurasan to solicit the friends for the 
payment of the Huqtiq. As soon as the 
news of this reached the Holy Land, 
Baha'u'llah immediately issued strict 
instructions to withdraw from this ac
tion. The verses that were revealed by 
Him on that occasion forbidding 
Jamal to proceed on his mission were 
charged with supreme authority and 
might. 

On receiving these instructions, 
Jamal, that egotistical teacher of the 
Faith (who later became a Covenant
breaker), was hurt. He wrote a letter to 
Mirza Aqa Jan, Baha'u'llah's amanu
ensis, and complained that his services 
had never been accepted by, or were 
pleasing to, Baba'u'llah. He indicated 
in this letter that a number of believers, 
all from Jewish background, had do
nated a certain sum of money with the 
utmost pleasure. If their contributions 
were to be refused, they would become 
disappointed. As a result of his petition 
Baha'u'llah ordered the acceptance of 
the sum, but at the same time made ar
rangements for all of it to be used in 
financing the teaching activities of a 
few chosen teachers of the Faith in Per
sia. 

In the same Tablet, Mirza Aqa Jan 
gives further examples. When a few 
souls from Faran (including Aqa Mir 
Muhammad Big and his son, Shah 
Khalilu'llah) attained the presence of 
Baha'u'Uah, they presented a sum of 
money to Him in payment of the Hu
quq. He graciously accepted their of
fering but then returned the full 
amount to them as a gift. He had done 
the same to many others, and Mirza 
Aqa Jan mentions the names of some 
of them in this Tablet. He further 
states that all throughout this period 
the means of livelihood in the Holy 
Land had been so inadequate that it 
had been necessary to borrow money 
from time to time in order to enable the 
large number of pilgrims and believers 
to subsist. This Tablet was revealed a 
few months before the: ascension of 
Bahci'u'llah. Mirza Aqa Jan mentions 
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that a sum of money had been donated 
some time before by an individual be
liever through His Trustee, Haji Amin, 
but up to the time of writing Baha'
u'llah had not accepted it. However, it 
had not been returned either, because it 
could become a cause of embarrass
ment. 

Another example of the magnanim
ity and detachment from earthly things 
mainfested by Baha'u'llah comes to us 
through one of His Tablets to Mulla 
'Ali-Akbar. A devoted servant of the 
Blessed Beauty, 'Azim-i-Tafrishi, had 
passed away in the Holy Land, and in 
his will he had left all his savings to his 
Lord. But Baha 'u 'llah issued instruc
tions for the money to be sent to 
'Azim's heirs in Persia. 

The concept that a portion of one's 
possessions is the right of God and be
longs to Him may be appreciated by 
observing nature and examining cer
tain physical laws. It has already been 
stated that the laws which exist in the 
physical world are also present in the 
spiritual worlds of God, and that relig
ious teachings are the spiritual counter
parts of physical laws. For instance, we 
may observe that the law of Huququ'
llah finds its parallel in the vegetable 
kingdom. We observe that the blos
soms, the flowers and the fruits do not 
originate from the tree. They are the 
hidden properties of the soil. The tree 
brings out all these potentialities which 
the earth possesses. The earth is the 
producer of everything and the entire 
substance of the tree comes from it. 
The earth produces the root, the 
branches, the leaves and the fruits. It 
also provides all the nourishment for 
its growth and fruition. 

Having established the fact that the 
tree owes its existence to the creative 
power of the earth, we note that each 
year the tree sheds its leaves upon the 
earth. It gives back to its creator, as a 
matter of course, a portion of its 
wealth. The fallen leaves do not benefit 
the earth. They act as a fertilizer and 
therefore their benefit reverts to the 
tree itself. This physical process is sim
ilar to the law of Huququ'lIah, and, as 
Baha'u'llah has stated, "the benefit of 
such deeds (payment of the Huququ'
llah) reverteth unto the individuals 
themselves. " 

During Baha'u'lIah's Ministry the 
law of Huquq was applicable to only a 
very small number of Baha'is. The 
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great majority of the community were 
poor and not eligible to pay the Hu
quq. Often the Trustee of Baha'u'llah 
was unable to fully cover the expenses 
of the Baha'i teachers and those in 
need. Of course, Haji Amin, the 
Trustee, was not pleased about this. In 
one of His Tablets, Baha'u'IIah makes 
a sweet and humorous remark about 
His Trustee. He says: "We must im
pose a fine upon Jinab-i-Amln! J'Ve 
have one treasurer and he is bankrupt! 
Gracious God, there is one treasury be
longing to God, and that is empty of 
funds. Indeed, by virtue of its exalted 
station, such a treasury ought 10 be 
freed and sanctified from earthly 

Hawaii 

Lisiate Maka of Tonga 
(right) presents a copy of 'The Promise 
of World Peace' to Alton Wade (cen
ter), president of Brigham Young Uni
versity-Hawaii, on January 12, 1988. 

things and not be confused with the 
treasuries of the world. " 

The Huquq should not be confused 
with the normal contributions of a be
liever to the International Funds. Al
though both are donated to the Centre 
of the Cause-today to the Universal 
House of Justice-there is a great dif
ference between the two. The Huquq in 
reality does not belong to the individ
ual, as it is the right of God, whereas 
ordinary donations are given by the be
liever from his own resources and are 
motivated by a heartfelt desire to give 
of one's substance for the promotion 
of the Cause of God. 

Looking on is Jerry Strain, a member 
of the Baha'I' community of Koolau
loa. The presentation was made at the 
Laie campus of Brigham Young in 
Oahu. 



The world 

Friends in Cuba proclaim Faith 

The Baha'i community of Cuba was 
invited last August to take part in the 
closing ceremony in Havana of a 
Christian Conference for Peace. 

The Baha'is took the opportunity to 

Bolivia 
More than 250 people entered the 

Faith and 14 new localities were open
ed last November and December dur
ing the Samandari Teaching Project in 
Bolivia. 

Courses of instruction for new be
lievers were begun immediately on 
regional, zonal and local levels, with 30 
such deepenings to be held before RiQ
van. 

Malaysia 

Pictured are some of the 86 children 
from ages 5-13 years who gathered last 
December for a Children'S Institute in 
Larut Matang, Malaysia. It marked the 
first time that sessions were conducted 

present copies of the peace statement in 
English, Portuguese and Spanish to the 
presidency. 

In September, another opportunity 
to present the Faith came from a Pres
byterian church in Havana at which 
Baha'is were invited to speak and pre
sent slides of the dedication of the 
House of Worship in India. 

That same mor.th, Baha'is were in
vited to a conference at the principal 
Methodist church in Havana by the 
Secretary-General of the World Coun
cil of Churches. 

Also, for the first time since the 
revolution in Cuba, the Faith has been 
mentioned by the news media. 

Various shortwave radio broadcasts 

in three languages: Tamil, English and 
Bahasa Malaysian. The children are re
ported to have impressed the guest 
speakers with their happiness and ma
ture questiOns. 

last August and September mentioned 
the Faith, and on September 27 an arti
cle in the newspaper Juventud Rebelde 
recounted part of an interview between 
famed American jazz musician and Ba
ha'i John (Dizzy) Gillespie and Cuba's 
President, Fidel Castro, which took 
place in February 1985. 

In the interview, Mr. Gillespie said 
he is a Baha'i and made known to the 
president that the inhabitants of the 
world are the citizens of one country. It 
was reported that Sr. Castro signified 
his basic agreement with that. 

Switzerland 
Baha'is gathered February 19-22 at 

the Cultural Esperanto Center in the 
Chaux-de-Fonds, Switzerland, to hear 
talks on "The History of Esperanto in 
the Baha'i Religion." 

One was about the Esperanto maga
zine, The New Day, which was dis
tributed worldwide from 1925-36 by 
the Baha'i community of Germany. It 
was eventually prohibited by the Nazi 
government, as was the Baha'i Faith 
itself. 

Also presented was a story about 
Martha Root and Lidia Zamenhof, 
daughter of the founder of Esperanto: 
how they met during the Universal 
Esperanto Conference in 1925 in Ge
neva, became friends and later per
formed invaluable services in promUl
gating far and wide both Esperanto 
and the Faith. 

Another talk concerned the life of 
'Abdu'l-Baha Who often emphasized 
the need for an international language 
and praised the usefulness of Esper
anto. 

The weekend was arranged by the 
Baha'i Esperanto League together with 
the Esperanto Committee of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Switzer
land. 
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Panama 
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Ivory Coast 

Zekrollah Kazemi, a member of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors in 
Africa, was among the speakers at an 
"African Roundtable on Religious 
Freedom" sponsored by the World 
Council on Religious Freedom and 
held last November 16-18 in Abidjan, 
I vory Coast. 

Mr. Kazemi's presentation was titled 
"The achievement of the world village 
of God, a challenge to promote under
standing and tolerance of differences 
among religions, beliefs and religious 
practices: a regional appraisal." 

The Counsellor linked the idea of a 
world village of God to the declaration 
of Baha'u'llah more than a century 
ago. He then spoke of "The Promise 
of World Peace," quoting several pas
sages from· that message from the 
Universal House of Justice to the 
peoples of the world. 

The Baha'i concepts presented at the 
conference aroused the interest of the 
audience and led to the inclusion of a 
Baha'i speaker on the ad hoc commit
tee to draft and approve a resolution 
from the symposium. 

After the conference, participants 
were invited to meet with President 
Felix Houphouet-Boigny. The Baha'is 
took advantage of the opportunity to 
present him with a copy of the peace 
statement. 
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Marshall Islands 
Dr. Gary Morrison, a member of the 

National Spiritual Assembly of Ha
waii, was the guest speaker at the Mar
shall Islands Peace Conference held 
last October 24 in Majuro. 

Eighty-four adult participants heard 
talks on various peace-related topics 
and saw presentations to prize-winners 
in a Baha'i-sponsored peace essay con
test. 

• 
Four recent weddings and a kamem 

(first-year birthday party) were occas
ions for indirect teaching in an area of 
the Marshall Islands where social and 
religious tradition form a stronghold 
against change. 

The opportunity -to explain Baha'i 
marriage laws and the spiritual nature 
of marriage as the basic family struc
ture impressed the community in which 
common-law marriage is the custom. 

A young Marshallese Baha'i spoke 

Bahamas 
A letter from the National Spiritual 

Assembly of the Baha'is of the Baha
mas appeared' recently in the Nassau 
Guardian in response to charges made 
against the Faith by the Islamic Foun
dation in a letter to the editor. 

The National Assembly's letter de
lineated Baha'i principles and provided 
a comprehensive history of the Faith. 

The Rev. Ephraim Alphonse (center), 
author of the Guaymi-English-Spanish 
Dictionary, was recently presented 
with 1,000 copies of the dictionary by 
the Baha'is of Panama during a cere
mony at the Baha'i House of Worship. 
The Rev. Alphonse has lived in the 
Guaymi area of Panama for 37 years 
and has devoted much of his life to the 
preservation of the cultural identity of 
the Guaymi people, learning their lan
guage and translating it. Pictured with 
him are Sinduljo Bejerano (left), a 
member of the staff of Radio Baha'i in 
Panama, and Augustin Rodriguez, a 
Baha'I traveling teacher. 

to those gathered to celebrate the first 
birthday of one of the children in the 
community, stressing in his remarks 
the spiritual nature of the child. 

When a child is born to a Baha'i cou
ple, he explained, "the parents realize 
that they have two children: the phys
ical child and the spiritual child." 

The audience, which at first seemed 
disinclined to listen to a "non-minis
ter" speak of prayers, the spiritUal life, 
and God, fell into silence and listened 
attentively to the words the young man 
had been inspired to speak. 

Ghana 
The first Baha'i Women's Confer

ence in the western region of Ghana 
was held January 30-31 in Bowodie. 

Seventy-eight Baha'is attended the 
event at the Bowodie Baha'i Center, a 
mud-walled structure perched on a hill, 
the most prominent landmark in Bo
wodie. 

Counsellor Beatrice Asare and four 
members of the National Spiritual As
sembly were present and contributed to 
the discussions on the education of 
children, the Covenant, Baha'i mar
riage, equality and morality, as well as 
major concerns of the community such 
as getting more women into the Faith 
and encouraging their full participa
tion. 



...... ----------------------------------------
India 

Major efforts in the environmental 
field undertaken by the Baha'is of In
dia include tree-planting and conserva
tion. 

At the ~ew Era High School in 
?anchgani, students have begun plan
tation work on the steeply sloping hills 
above the surrounding valleys. The 
goal is to re-establish ground cover to 
prevent erosion. 

Village school children in Uttar Pra
desh and adults in three districts of that 
state have become involved in tree
planting. During the past year 8,000 
trees were planted; the goal is to double 
that number this year. 

The Rabbani High School and Nurs
ery Conservation Program in Madhya 
Pradesh combines community develop
ment and instruction in practical skills 
with its standard middle and high 
school programs. 

Since 1985, more than 10,000 surviv
ing trees have been planted in neigh
boring villages. 

A tree nursery begun in 1984 has 
produced more than 40,000 seedlings 
in its own nursery and 15,000 in each 
of two villages. Through an awareness 
campaign, the school has created a de
mand for all the trees and is presently 
increasing the size and scope of the 
program. 

In cooperation with the World Food 
Program, the school has taken on a 
project in nearby villages to construct 
and popularize a smokeless stove for 
village homes which uses about 60 per
cent less fuel, thus conserving the use 
of wood. 

Four hundred such stoves have been 
built and are in use, and the number 
will eventually be in the thousands . 

• 
A pilot project in health and sanita

tion training took place in January in 
Malhousi, Uttar Pradesh, India. The 
project, organized by the State Baha'i 
Council, trained 106 tutorial school 
teachers in specific skills from which 
they could earn income while rendering 
service to the community. 

The program covered first aid skills, 
personal hygiene, water sanitation, and 
home sanitation. 

Participants also learned the impor
tance of immunization and decided to 
hold classes for parents in the villages 
on their return. 

Sri Lanka 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Sri Lanka has announced that as a re
sult of the Anwer Cadir teaching pro
ject, all localities in an entire adminis
trative district of the country have been 
opened to the Faith. 

The project, carried out in loving 
memory of one of the first Baha'is in 
Sri Lanka who served for many years 
as chairman of its National Assembly 
before his death in 1981, opened 109 
localities in the Kegalle District, which 
had been the scene of many Baha'i ac
tivities since the early 1950s. 

Especially noteworthy is the fact that 
the project was organized, funded and 
supported by the local believers. 

The final locality, entirely Muslim 

Republic of Ireland 

At the suggestion of the Bahd'{ Inter
national Community's United Nations 
office, and with the approval of the 
Universal House of Justice, the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Re
public of Ireland spearheaded an effort 
last December to bring Angelo d'AI
meida Ribeiro (right), the UN Special 
Rapporteur on religious discrimina
tion, to Ireland. A steering committee 
composed of 13 groups was formed 
with Patrick O'Mara, secretary of the 
National Assembly, serving as its sec
retary. Mr. Ribeiro, who has the task 
of investigating the implementation of 

with most families living close to the 
mosque, was opened after six trips by 
various teaching teams. 

• 
All locality goals (268) have been 

opened and five local Assemblies have 
been formed in the Kandy District 
Teaching Project in sri" Lanka. 

By January 18, nearly 500 new be
lievers had been enrolled, and it is es
timated by those taking part that 5,000 
people had heard of the Faith since the 
campaign began. 

The balance of the goals are being 
actively pursued while consolidation is 
in progress with regular deepening of 
the new believers. 

the UN Declaration on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Intolerance and Dis
crimination Based on Religion or Be
lief, adopted by the UN General As
sembly in 1981, spent three days in the 
Republic of Ireland meeting with theo
logians, educators, lawyers, govern
ment officials, diplomats, religious 
leaders, women's groups, etc. At all of 
these events a representative of the 
Faith was present and was freely asso
ciating and discussing matters with 
these leaders of thought, an opportu
nity never before experienced by the 
Baha'{s of Ireland. 
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REJOICE ANNOUNCE APPOINTMENT COUNSEllOR MEMBERS INTERNATIONAL 
TEACHING CENTRE FOR FIVE·YEAR TERM BEGINNING MAY 23,1988: DR. FARZAM AR· 
BAB, DR. MAGDALENE CARNEY, MR. HARTMUT GROSSMANN, MR. MAS'UD KHAMSi, 
MRS. LAURETTA KING, MR. DONALD ROGERS, MRS.ISOBEl SABRI, MRS. JOY STEVEN· 
SON, MR. PETER VUYIYA. VIEW SUPREME IMPORTANCE ACCELERATION TEACHING 
WORK THIS STAGE FORMATIVE AGE, NUMBER COUNSEllOR MEMBERS NOW RAISED 
TO NINE. EXPRESS PROFOUND GRATITUDE MR. 'AZIZ YAZDi AND MISS ANNELIESE 
BOPP FOR THEIR ASSIDUOUS DEVOTED SElF·SACRIFICING SERVICES TEACHING 
CENTRE OVER SO MANY YEARS. 
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United States 

Congress again decries persecutions 

On May 23, U.S. Senators Chris
topher Dodd of Connecticut and John 
Heinz of Pennsylvania introduced Sen
ate Concurrent Resolution 120 urging 
the government of Iran to respect the 
human rights of members of the Baha'i 
Faith in that country. 

The resolution, which was co-spon
sored by 33 other senators from both 
parties, was referred to the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The text of the resolution and Sen. 
Dodd's remarks were published in the 
Congressional Record on May 23. 

"This is a particularly opportune 
day for the submission of this concur
rent resolution," said Sen. Dodd. 
"May 23, 1988, marks the 144th an
niversary of the founding of the Baha'i 
Faith. 

"Baha'is throughout the 160 coun
tries and territories where they reside 
celebrate this day as one of the holiest 
of the year. 

"Today they reflect on the past dec
ade, when the successors of those c1er-

Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh (left), secretary 
for External Affairs of the U.S. Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, talks with 

gymen (who persecuted the early Ba
ha'is) continue to torment the small 
law-abiding Baha'i community, many 
of whose members are descendants of 
those who were killed 140 years ago. 

"At the time that our country is 
about to complete the process of its ac
cession to the Genocide Convention," 
Sen. Dodd pointed out, "it is instruc
tive to recall that the possibility for ac
tual genocide to occur has not been eli
minated even in this supposedly en
lightened age. 

"It can be argued that measures 
taken by the government of Iran 
against the Baha'i minority in recent 
years have, in fact, constituted the 
most recent example of this horren
dous crime against humanity. 

"Mr. President, it is time again to 
call the attention of the government of 
Iran to the international norms of civ
ilized behavior. 

"By supporting our concurrent res
olution, our colleagues can take a small 

Elliot Abrams, then-Assistant Secre
tary of State for Human Rights, during 
a Congressional hearing in 1984. 

step in trying to restrain and eliminate 
religious intolerance from this world. I 
urge my colleagues to do just that." 

On June 2, Reps. John Porter of Il
linois and Tom Lantos of California 
introduced a similar resolution in the 
House of Representatives (H. Con. 
Res. 310) with the co-sponsorship of 81 
other members of the House also 
showing wide bi-partisan support. 

Reps. Porter and Jim Leach of Iowa 
added remarks about the House res
olution in the Congressional Record on 
June 3. 

" .. .Iranian Baha'is have suffered 
severe persecution," said Rep. Porter, 
"solely for their belief in the divine 
authority of the founder of the faith. 

" .. .it is time again," he said, "for 
Congress to join over 100,000 Amer
ican Baha'is in support of their 
brothers in Iran and elsewhere 
throughout the world." 

"While there have been recent re
ports of the release of a number of Ba
ha'is from prisons in Iran," said Rep. 
Leach, "and while executions appear 
to have declined, the international 
community dares not be silent until all 
such grievous human rights abuses 
have ended. 

"Far too fresh in our memories are 
the executions of over 200 Baha'is in 
Iran since 1979, the pattern of brutal 
torture and imprisonment, the desecra
tion of property sacred to members of 
the faith, and the economic hardships 
visited upon the Baha'is. 

"The terror which has befallen this 
vulnerable religious community is un
conscionable. 

"Until the campaign of religious 
persecution and genocide against the 
Baha'is comes to an end," Rep. Leach 
added, "this body and the executive 
branch have an obligation to monitor 
events in Iran, to work with other gov
ernments to bring pressure on Iranian 
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authorities to cease their human rights 
violations, to press the case of the Ba
ha'is in international fora, and to pro
vide appropriate assistance to those 
fleeing persecution. " 

A concurrent resolution is one that 

contains similar wording in both the 
Senate and House versions. 

Hearings on the resolution, which 
was referred to a subcommittee of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee, are 
expected to take place this summer. 

S. CON. RES. 120 
Urging the Government of Iran to respect the human rights of members of 
the Baha'i Faith, and for other purposes. 

Whereas the Congress has, by concurrent resolutions adopted in 1982 and 
1984, and in numerous other appeals, declared that it holds the Government 
of Iran responsible for upholding the rights of all its nationals, including 
members of the Baha'i faith, Iran's largest religious minority; 

Whereas the Congress has condemned the Government of Iran's actions 
against the Baha'is on account of their religious beliefs, and has urged the 
President to work with appropriate foreign governments and with the 
United Nations in efforts to appeal to the Government of Iran concerning 
the Baha'is; 

Whereas nearly 200 Iranian Baha'is, including many elected leaders of 
the religious community, have been executed since 1979, on account of their 
religious beliefs, thousands more have been imprisoned, and many sub
jected to torture and demands for recantation of their religious faith; and 

Whereas the Government of Iran has not only undertaken to deprive Ba
ha'is of civil, economic, and social rights, but also has in many cases con
fiscated Baha'i community and personal property and denied access for Ba
ha'is to education, employment, pensions, insurance, and other benefits 
available to other Iranians; Now, therefore be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), that 
the Congress-

(I) continues to hold the Government of Iran responsible for upholding 
the rights of all its nationals, including Baha'is, in a manner consistent with 
the Government's obligations under international agreements guaranteeing 
the civil and political rights of its citizens; 

(2) welcomes reports of the recent release of Baha'is from prisons in Iran 
and takes note of the decline in the numbers of Baha'is and others executed 
in that country; 

(3) expresses the hope that these developments may indicate a greater will
ingness on the part of the Government of Iran to act in a manner consistent 
with its obligations under the various international agreements to which it is 
a party; 

(4) urges the Government of Iran to restore fully the rights guaranteed by 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, including freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion, education, and equal protection of the law; and 

(5) calls upon the President-
(A) to continue to observe and report on developments affecting the Ba

ha'i minority in Iran, and to monitor developments affecting the Baha'is in 
countries in which their rights might be abridged on account of their relig
ious beliefs; 

(B) to cooperate with other governments in continuing to make appeals to 
the Government of Iran concerning the situation of the Baha'is; 

(C) to initiate and support efforts in the United Nations and its agencies 
on behalf of measures to promote the protection of the religious rights of 
BaM'is; and 

(D) to provide, and to urge others to provide, for refugee and humani
tarian assistance for those Baha'is who flee their homelands for reasons of 
religious repression. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this concur
rent resolution to the President. 
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Peru 

Last December the Baha'i youth 
group of Cajamarca, a northern moun
tain city of Peru, distributed Identifi
cation Cards of World Citizenship to 
prominent people in that city. 

The group, calling itself "Universal 
Friendship," presented cards to the na
tionally known singer Camucha Cartes 
and other persons. 

The following week, during a cele
bration of the "National Day of 
Peace," the young people organized a 
showing of a film about peace. Radio 
and television reporters attended the 
event, which was held in the city's main 
square. 

• 
In January, 38 children between the 

ages of four and 14 years from the 
Aguaruna tribe of Bajo Naranjillo in 
the jungle region of Peru attended a 
Baha'i Children's Summer School. 

Non-Baha'i children also took part 
in an atmosphere of spirituality and 
cooperation. 

• 
A seminar for youth entitled "A 

New World" was held February 6-7 in 
Punta Hermosa Beach near Lima, 
Peru, during an International Baha'i 
Summer School held in Lima from 
January 31-February 14. 

The goals of the seminar were to in
clude the participation of several non
Baha'i youth groups and to strengthen 
the bonds between the Baha'i com
munity and those groups. 

In all, nearly 20 youth groups sent 
representatives to the seminar. 

Dominican Republic 
The Sheila Rice-Wray Gallery of Art 

was inaugurated at the Dominican
American Cultural Institute last year in 
a beautiful ceremony presided over by 
Dr. Federico Garcia Godoy, director 
of the prestigious Institute in Santo 
Domingo, the country's capital city. 

Sheila Rice-Wray, for whom the gal
lery is named, has been a distinguished 
teacher of art and has held administra
tive posts at the Institute for 40 years 
since she first went to the Dominican 
Republic in 1947 as a pioneer. 

j 



India 

Temple continues to draw big crowds 

The highlight of activities during 
March at the Baha'i House of Worship 
in Bahapur, India, was the Naw-Ruz 
celebration sponsored by the Spiritual 
Assembly of New Delhi. 

Included in the program, which drew 
an audience of more than 300, was 
chanting by a 26-member choir. The 
Temple was specially illuminated for 
this joyous occasion. 

During the nine-day Navratri Mela 
(Fair) organized each year by the near
by Kalkaji Temple, the House of Wor
ship received some 112,365 visitors. 

Jose Hermogenes de Andrade, a 
well-known writer from Brazil who 
had visited the Temple in March 1987 
and made a video tape which he later 
presented to the Baha'i community of 
Rio de Janeiro, returned this year with 
his wife and a group of 21 Brazilians, 
one of whom is a minister of the Cath
olic Church. 

At their request, a special prayer 
program with only Baha'i prayers and 
recitations was arranged, and when the 
visitors came out of the prayer hall 
they said they had felt "the presence of 
God" inside. 

Jagdish Dhingra, an engineer who 
first came to the Temple in the com
pany of the head of the Laxmi Narayan 
sect, visited again with two friends, one 
of them an engineer from Illinois. 

This gentleman was much impressed 
by the Baha'i principles, and the first 
question he asked after seeing the 
audio-visual program was, "How can 
one become a Baha'i?" 

After a gap of five months, two 
groups of Israelis visited the House of 
Worship. They proudly said that they 
live close to our Holy Shrine in Haifa 
and have visited it too. 

One of the women said, "I like the 
Baha'i philosophy; it is so open, it is 
for everybody." 

It has been noted that more and 

The Baha'i House of Worship at Bahapur, India. 

more visitors of Islamic background 
are visiting the Temple, especially 
younger people, and that they are ask
ing pointed questions. One Muslim 
youth was so attracted by the Baba 'f 
principles and the House of Worship 
that he declared himself a Baha'i. 

Among the dignitaries visiting the 
House of Worship in March was Dr. 
John B. Taylor, secretary-general of 
the World Conference on Religion and 
Peace International. 

Others included Col. Gen. Wolfgang 

Reinhold, deputy defense minister of 
the German Democratic Republic; 
Margaret Catley Carlson, president of 
the Canadian International Develop
ment Agency (CIDA); Dadi B.K. Pra
kashmani, administrative head of the 
Brahmakumaris; Stephen Lewis, the 
Canadian ambassador to the United 
Nations; and Dadi Hari Devi Vaswani, 
a revered member of the Sadhu Vas
wani Mission. 

In all, the House of Worship wel
comed 207,992 visitors in March. 
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World Centre 

The 6th Convention: a further report 

"A silver lining to the dark picture 
which has overshadowed most of this 
century now brightens the horizon. It is 
discernible in the new tendencies im
pelling the social processes at work 
throughout the world, in the evidences 
of an accelerated trend toward peace. 

"In the Faith of God, it is the grow
ing strength of the Order of Baha'
u'llah as its banner rises to more stately 
heights. It is a strength that attracts." 

These stirring words from the Rig
van message of the Universal House of 
Justice were read to the assembled 
delegates by the Hand of the Cause of 
God Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum 
at the first consultative session of the 
sixth Baha'i International Convention 
held April 29-May 2 in Haifa, Israel. 

They struck the keynote of the in
spired and inspiring message-' 'a new 
paradigm of opportunity" has emerg
ed, and "new prospects for teaching 
the Cause at all levels of society have 
unfolded. " 

The message continues: 
"The present challenge calls for 

teaching on a scale and of a quality, a 
variety, and intensity outstripping all 
current efforts." 

The theme was to recur repeatedly in 
the consultations of the delegates. 

The Convention was officially open
ed Friday morning, April 29, with 
prayers in four languages. Six hundred 
sixty-three delegates representing 132 
of the 148 National Spiritual Assem
blies were present in Haifa Auditorium 
to take part in the election of the Uni
versal House of Justice. 

In addition, mail ballots were cast by 
delegates from the 16 countries who 
were unable to attend. 

The spectacular array of humanity, 
many wearing national costumes, col
ored the atmosphere of solemnity as 
each delegate stepped forward to cast a 
ballot. 
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A highlight of the balloting was 
the IJresence of two delegates 
from Cuba, which had never be
fore been represented at an In
ternational Convention. They 
were warmly applauded as they 
crossed the stage to cast their 
ballots. 

A highlight of the balloting was the 
presence of two delegates from Cuba, 
which had never before been repre
sented at an International Convention. 
They were warmly applauded as they 
crossed the stage to cast their ballots. 

The results of the voting were an
nounced at noon on Saturday, June 30, 
by the chief teller, Dr. Firuz Kazem
zadeh, vice-chairman of the U.S. Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. The mem
bers of the House of Justice are: 

'Ali Nakhjav<ini, Glenford Mitchell, 
Hushmand Fatheazam, Ian Semple, 
Peter Khan, David Ruhe, Hugh 
Chance, Hooper Dunbar and Adib Ta
herzadeh. 

Of the 1,296 ballots cast, only one 
was invalid. The members were elected 
by a total of 7,880 of the 11,655 in
dividual votes cast. 

The nine members of the House of 
Justice were called to the stage as the 
delegates applauded. 

Then wave after wave of sustained 
applause swept the auditorium as the 
two retiring members of the Universal 
House of Justice, David Hofman and 
H. Borrah Kavelin, were called to the 
stage and saluted by the audience of 
delegates and World Centre staff mem
bers for their long and dedicated ser
vice. 

Three other former members of the 
House of Justice were affectionately 
called to mind: Charles Woicott, re-

cently deceased; Amoz Gibson and 
Lutfu'llah Hakim, whose daughter and 
grand-daughter, respectively, were 
present as delegates to the Convention. 

A special sadness coupled with a 
feeling of pride pervaded the hall as the 
absence of delegates from Iran was 
noted. 

In paying tribute to the sacrifices 
and continued suffering of "our 
brothers and sisters in Iran," Amatu'l
Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum announced 
that a closing prayer would be offered 
in their memory, and called for an 
enormous bowl of 120 red roses, a gift 
from the Baha'is in Iran, to be brought 
to the center of the stage. 

Five of the Hands of the Cause of 
God were present for the opening ses
sion, lending a special dignity and the 
spiritual force of their high office: 
Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum, 'Ali 
Akbar Furutan, Dr. 'Ali Muhammad 
Varqa, William Sears and Collis 
Featherstone. 

These dear "remnants of the Guar
dian" each participated in unique ways 
during the five days of the Convention. 

The topic of Huququ'llah was ad
dressed by Dr. Varqa who pointed out 
that this institution should be seen as a 
spiritual obligation based on the love 
of the believer; it is a tangible aspect of 
the Covenant of God, and it strength
ens the relationship between God and 
man. 

The other Hands of the Cause of 
God contributed their guidance on 
themes dealt with in the RiQvan mes
sage. Mr. Sears brought special greet
ings from those Hands of the Cause 
who were not present: Dr. Ugo Gia
chery, Jalal Khazeh and John Robarts. 

From April 3D-May 2, all sessions 
were chaired by Counsellors: Dr. Mag
dalene Carney, International Teaching 
Centre; Zen a Sorabjee, Asia; Dr. Wil
ma Brady, Americas; Joy Stevenson, 



Australasia; Lucretia Mancho Warren, 
Africa; and Polin Rafat, Europe. 

Under the gilt emblem of the Great
est Name, and occupying the entire 
center stage, a magnificent, large, full
color aerial photograph featuring the 
Shrine of the Bah, set against a skill
fully overlaid architect's rendering of 
the future terraces with their myriad 
young cypresses, paths, fountains and 
shrubs, and the Arc with its five edi
fices completed, constantly reminded 
the delegates of the compelling needs 
of the Arc Project. 

The architect and project manager, 
Husayn Amanat and Fariburz Sahba, 
drew further attention to the detail, 
grandeur and financial needs of this 
project in their slide presentations. 

Two Holy Days were celebrated by 
delegates, visitors and World Centre 
staff during the Convention period. 

The Ninth Day of Ricjvan was com
memorated in the forecourt and gar
dens of the Haifa Pilgrim House adja
cent to the Shrine of the Bab with the 
Hand of the Cause of God William 
Sears presiding. 

Readings in five languages-Arabic, 
English, Spanish, French and Per
sian-were followed by the recitation 
of the Tablet of Visitation, after which 
the friends silently and reverently cir
cumambulated the Shrine of the Bab. 

Following the close of the last Con
vention session, on the Twelfth Day of 
Ricjvan, the distinguished visitors and 
World Centre family gathered in the 
Haram-i-Aqdas at Bahji where the 
celebration was opened with forceful 
remarks by the Hand of the Cause Col
lis Featherstone about the significance 
of the occasion. 

Readings in five languages were fol
lowed by the solemn but joyous cir
cumambulation of the Shrine of Baha'
u'llAh by more than 1,000 of His fol
lowers. 

For four days prior to the Conven
tion, the delegates enjoyed a series of 
visits arranged for them to the Holy 
Places of the Faith in Haifa and 'Ak
kA. 

Also, scores of consultative sessions 
were held among groups of National 
Spiritual Assemblies which share com
mon goals and interests. These took 
place on the days before the Conven
tion opened and in the evenings after 
the general sessions, often lasting into 
the late hours of the night. 

Delegates to the sixth Bahd,( Interna
tional Convention visit the House of 

CouIi.sellors from all five Continen
tal Boards attended the Convention-
16 from Africa, 16 from the Americas, 
12 from Asia, eight from Australasia, 
and nine from Europe-61 in all. 

Special meetings and events were 
held for the Counsellors under the 
auspices of the International Teaching 
Centre. Five "continental" sessions 
were held for members of each of the 

<Abbud in the prison-city of <Akkd, 
Israel. 

Boards and the National Spiritual As
semblies in their areas. 

Following the Convention, from 
May 3-8, the Hands of the Cause and 
Counsellors remained in Haifa to take 
part in a Counsellors' Conference and 
to consult with the Universal House of 
Justice and the International Teaching 
Centre. 
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W orId Centre 

The Faith's statement on nature 

In September 1986 the World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) launched its Network on Conservation and Relig
ion, bringing religious leaders representing Buddhists, 
Christians, Hindus, Jews and Muslims together with envi
ronmentalleaders in Assisi, Italy. Each of the five religions 
represented there issued a declaration on nature. In October 
1987 the Bahd'{ Faith became the sixth major religion to 
join the new alliance, and put forward this statement in sup
port of the Network's goals. 

• 
"Nature in its essence is the embodiment of My Name, 

the Maker, the Creator. Its manifestations are diversified by 
varying causes, and in this diversity there are signs for men 
of discernment. Nature is God's Will and is its expression in 
and through the contingent world. It is a dispensation of 
Providence ordained by the Ordainer, the A 11- Wise. " 

With those words, Baba'u'IlAh, the Prophet-Founder of 
the Baha'i Faith, outlines the essential relationship between 
man and the environment: that the grandeur and diversity 
of the natural world are purposeful reflections of the majes
ty and bounty of God. For Baha'is, there follows an implicit 
understanding that nature is to be respected and protected, 
as a divine trust for which we are answerable. 

Such a theme, of course, is not unique to the BahA'i 
Faith. All the world's major religions make this fundamen
tal connection between the Creator and His creation. How 
could it be otherwise? All the major independent religions 
are based on revelations from one God-a God Who has 
successively sent His Messengers to earth so that humankind 
might become educated about His ways and will. Such is the 
essence of Baha'i belief. 

As the most recent of God's revelations, however, the Ba
hA'i teachings have a special relevance to present-day cir
cumstances when the whole of nature is threatened by man
made perils ranging from the wholesale destruction of the 
world's rain forests to the final nightmare of nuclear anni
hilation. 

A century ago, Baha'u'llAh proclaimed that humanity has 
entered a new age. Promised by all the religious Messengers 
of the past, this new epoch will ultimately bring peace and 
enlightenment for humanity. To reach that point, however, 
humankind must first recognize its fundamental unity-as 
well as the unity of God and of religion. Until there is a gen
eral recognition of this wholeness and interdependence, hu
manity's problems will only worsen. 

"The well-being of mankind, its peace and security, are 
unattainable unless and until its unity isfirmly established, " 
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BahA'u'llah wrote. 'The earth is but one country, and man
kind its citizens. " 

The major issues facing the environmental movement to
day hinge on this point. The problems of ocean pollution, 
the extinction of species, acid rain and deforestation-not 
to mention the ultimate scourge of nuclear war-respect no 
boundaries. All require a transnational approach. 

While all religious traditions point to the kind of coopera
tion and harmony that will indeed be necessary to curb these 
threats, the religious writings of the BahA'i Faith also con
tain an explicit prescription for the kind of new world politi
cal order that offers the only long-term solution to such 
problems. 

"That which the Lord hath ordained as the sovereign 
remedy and mightiest instrument for the healing of the 
world, " Baba'u'IlAh wrote, "is the union of all its people 
into one universal Cause. . . . " 

Built around the idea of a world commonwealth of na
tions, with an international parliament and executive to 
carry out its will, such a new political order must also, ac
cording to the Baha'i teachings, be based on principles of 
economic justice, equality between the races, equal rights 
for women and men, and universal education. 

All these points bear squarely on any attempt to protect 
the world's environment. The issue of economic justice is an 
example. In many regions of the world, the assault on rain 
forests and endangered species comes as the poor, legiti
mately seeking a fair share of the world's wealth, fell trees 
to create fields. They are unaware that, over the long term 
and as members of a world community which they know lit
tle about, they may be irretrievably damaging rather than 
improving their children's chances for a better life. Anyat
tempt to protect nature must, therefore, also address the 
fundamental inequities between the world's rich and poor. 

Likewise, the uplifting of women to full equality with 
men can help the environmental cause by bringing a new 
spirit of feminine values into decision-making about natural 
resources. The scriptures of the Baha'i Faith note that: 
". . . man has dominated over woman by reason of his 
more forceful and aggressive qualities both body and mind. 
But the balance is already shifting,' force is losing its domi
nance, and mental alertness, intuition and the spiritual qual
ities of love and service, in which woman is strong, are gain
ing ascendancy. Hence the new age will be an age less mas
culine and more permeated with feminine ideals . ... " 

Education, especially an education that emphasizes Ba-



ha'i principles of human interdependence, is another pre
requisite to the building of a global conservation conscious
ness. The Faith's theology of unity and interdependence re
lates specifically to environmental issues. Again, to quote 
the Baha'i sacred writings: 

HBy nature is meant those inherent properties and neces
sary relations derived from the realities of things. And these 
realities of things, though in the utmost diversity, are yet in
timately connected one with the other. . . .Liken the world 
of existence to the temple of man. All the organs of the 
human body assist one another, therefore life contin
ues. . . .Likewise among the parts of existence there is a 
wonderful connection and interchange of forces which is the 
cause of the life of the world and the continuation of these 
countless phenomena. " 

The very fact that such principles should come with the 
authority of religion and not merely from human sources is 
yet another piece of the over-all solution to our environ
mental troubles. The impulse behind the Assisi declarations 
on nature is testimony to this idea. 

There is perhaps no more powerful impetus for social 
change than religion. Baha'u'llah said: "Religion is the 
greatest of all means for the establishment of order in the 
world and for the peacefUl contentment of all that dwell 
therein. " In attempting to build a new ecological ethic, the 
teachings of all religious traditions can playa role in helping 
to inspire their followers. 

Baha'u'llah, for example, clearly addresses the need to 
protect animals. "Look not upon the creatures of God ex
cept with the eye of kindliness and of mercy, for Our loving 
providence hath pervaded all created things, and Our grace 
encompasses the earth and the heavens. " 

He Himself expressed a keen love and appreciation for 
nature, furthering the connection between the environment 
and the spiritual world in Baha'i theology. "The country is 
the world of the soul, the city the world of bodies, " Baba'
u'llah said. 

This dichotomy between spirituality and materialism is a 
key to understanding the plight of humankind today. In the 
Baha'i view, the major threats to our world environment, 
such as the threat of nuclear annihilation, are manifesta
tions of a world-encompassing sickness of the human spirit, 
a sickness that is marked by an over-emphasis on material 
things and a self-centeredness that inhibits our ability to 
work together as a global community. The Baha'i Faith 
seeks above all else to revitalize the human spirit and to 
break down the barriers that limit fruitful and harmonious 
cooperation among men and women, whatever their na
tional, racial or religious background. 

For Baha'is the goal of existence is to carry forward an 
ever-advancing civilization. Such a civilization can only be 
built on an earth that can sustain itself. The Baha'i commit
ment to the environment is fundamental to our Faith. 
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United Nations 

Battling growing problem of homeless 

1987 was designated United Nations 
International Year of Shelter for the 
Homeless. This article, "Building for 
the Homeless," is reprinted from a 
publication devoted to that theme pro
duced by the UN Department of Public 
Information. 
The problem of homelessness 

The spectre of homeless ness and 
squalid, unhealthy housing for the 
poor is as old as civilization. Writing in 
the second century, the poet luvenal 
described the plebeians living in noi
some, ramshackle tenements so flimsy 
they were "bestirred by every wind." 
In a memorandum dated 1684, the 
Chief of Police of Paris, France, re
ferred to the "frightful misery that af
flicts the greater part of the population 
of this great city," where between 

These children are among the many 
who live in 'paralyzing insecurity' in 
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40,()()() and 65,000 were reduced to out
right beggary. Thomas Carlyle wrote 
eloquently from the next century about 
the rural poor in their "clay hovels and 
hutches" on the eve of the French 
Revolution. On a visit to Liverpool in 
the 1830s, Herman Melville was shock
ed to see a homeless woman and her 
two children lie dying in a cellar open
ing under the sidewalk, not to be pick
ed up until after their bodies had begun 
to rot. 

For one billion people living at the 
end of the 20th century, the passage of 
time has not noticeably changed 
things. The homeless today-the pave
ment dwellers, those who sleep in door
ways, subways and recesses of build
ings, those made homeless by natural 
or man-made disasters, and the hun-

shanty towns that have sprung up a/l 
over the world. 

dreds of millions who do not have ac
cess to safe water and sanitation, who 
do not have security of tenure and per
sonal safety, and who, because of their 
poverty, are confined in slums and 
shanty towns-live under conditions 
that duplicate those under which the 
plebeians of luvenallived. 

Today an estimated one-fifth of the 
world's population does not have ade
quate shelter. About 100 million pe0-

ple have no shelter whatsoever. Every 
24 hours, more than 50,000 people, 
most of them children, die of malnutri
tion and disease-deaths generally 
linked to lack of adequate housing. 

The problem is evident nearly every
where. In industrialized countries, of
ficials are concerned about the deteri
oration of the inner cities. Any visitor 
to the great cities of the world, where 
vagrancy has long since ceased to be an 
enforceable offense, has seen the 
homeless who wander the streets. 

In the developing world, the picture 
is even worse. There, up to 50 per 
cent-in some cities nearly 80 per 
cent-of the urban population lives in 
slums and squatter settlements. The 
population of these settlements is in
creasing at twice the rate of the cities 
themselves-representing a yearly 
growth rate of 3.5 per cent, or some 49 
million people. And, within the next 15 
years, the urban population of the de
veloping countries will double. 

In the shanty towns, which spring up 
virtually overnight, the poor live in 
paralyzing insecurity, evicted repeat
edly from homes they have often seen 
razed to the ground, and facing hostile 
officials who refuse to recognize their 
existence and deny them medical care 
and education for their children. In 
slum and squatter areas, shelters are 
often constructed on marginal lands 
vulnerable to floods, fire and land- and 
mudslides. Slum-dwellers have no 



Port-au-Prince, the capital of Haiti, 
has seen such a proliferation of slums 

means of getting cheap building ma
terials. Most lack the technical and 
organizational skills necessary to make 
more than marginal improvements on 
their shelters. They cannot use public 
transportation, either because it does 
not extend to their neighborhood or 
because it costs too much. Absence of 
transportation in turn limits their ac
cess to health, education, welfare ser
vices, and employment. 

In rural areas of the developing 
world, housing cC'·nditions are too 
often marked by mass poverty, malnu
trition, poor water supply, inadequate 
sanitation and lack of other services. 
As many as one-third of the rural pop
ulation do not have title to the land 
they occupy and have little hope of ac
quiring it. Only 41 per cent of these 
people have access to safe drinking 
water-as against 71 per cent of the 
world's urban population. Only 12 per 
cent are served by adequate sanita
tion-as opposed to S9 per cent of the 
urban population. They suffer from 
high infant mortality rates, low life
expectancy and a high incidence of dis
ease. Because of these factors, coupled 
with lack of employment opportuni
ties, more and more of them are drawn 
to the cities. 

in some areas 

The United Nations and the homeless 

The groundwork for United Nations 
action on behalf of the homeless was 
laid in 1976, at Habitat: United Na
tions Conference on Human Settle
ments, held in Vancouver, Canada. At 
that meeting, representatives of 132 
governments formally addressed the 
many formidable problems existing in 
the condition of shelter, and, in the 
Vancouver Declaration on Human Set
tlements, committed themselves to im
proving the quality of life for all peo
ples through the development of hu
man settlements, and adopted 64 rec
ommendations for national action to 
this end. These recommendations cov
ered settlement policies, settlement 
planning, provision of shelter, infra
structure and services, land use and 
land tenure, the role of popular partici
pation, and effective institutions and 
management. 

In 1977, the United Nations General 
Assembly decided to establish an inter
governmental Commission on Human 
Settlements. It merged various existing 
UN human settlement units into a new 
United Nations Centre for Human Set
tlements (Habitat), with headquarters 
in Nairobi, Kenya. It charged the Cen-

tre with assisting its governing body, 
the Commission on Human Settle
ments, in coordinating human settle
ments activities in the United Nations; 
executing human settlements projects; 
providing the focal point for an ex
change of information about human 
settlements; and promoting collabora
tion with an involvement of the scien
tific community working in this field. 

In the late 19705 housing problems 
worsened, particularly in the develop
ing world. Population increases and 
unplanned, too-rapid urbanization 
deepened the housing crisis. The 
world-wide recession that began in the 
mid-1970s also had an impact on gov
ernment economic plans. Short on 
funds, many governments that had 
planned housing efforts were forced to 
reorder their priorities and even reduce 
expenditures for shelter. 

In an address to the General Assem
bly in 1980, Prime Minister Rana
singhe Premadasa of Sri Lanka termed 
the special international provision of 
adequate housing "a basic aspect in the 
global assault on poverty," and urged 
the declaration of a year dedicated to 
the problems of the homeless and those 
living in substandard housing. In 
December 1982, the General Assembly, 
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by consensus, adopted resolution 
37/221 proclaiming 1987 the Interna
tional Year of Shelter for the Home
less. 

The Assembly set two primary ob
jectives: the first was to improve the 
shelter and neighborhoods of some of 
the world's poor and disadvantaged by 
1987, especially in the developing 
countries, according to national prior
ities. The second was to demonstrate 
ways to improve the shelter and neigh
borhoods ofthe poor by the year 2000. 

To help achieve these larger objec
tives, the Assembly set a series of sub
sidiary goals. It called for renewed 
political commitment by the interna
tional community to improve shelter 
and neighborhoods of the poor and 
disadvantaged and to provide shelter 
for the homeless in developing coun
tries. It asked for consolidation and 
sharing of new knowledge and exper
ience, so as to offer tested and practical 
alternatives for improving and provid
ing shelter. New methods were to be 
developed to assist directly the efforts 
of the homeless poor and disadvan
taged themselves to obtain or improve 
shelters and neighborhoods, and to 
provide a basis for new national pol
icies and strategies to achieve these 
ends by the year 2000. Finally, the As
sembly asked countries to exchange ex
perience and provide support in order 
to meet the objectives of the Year. 

The United Nations Centre for Hu
man Settlements was put in charge of 
coordinating the efforts of UN bodies 
and other concerned organizations to 
promote action against homelessness 
for the International Year. The Centre 
drew up a plan of action needed to 
launch the Year. The Plan of Action 
was endorsed by the General Assembly 
in 1983. 
A Plan of Action 

To pursue the goals of resolution 
321221, the Plan of Action encouraged 
states to adopt innovative approaches 
toward ameliorating the problem of 
homelessness for at least some of the 
poor before 1987. It encouraged them 
to undertake various "shelter demon
stration projects" (i.e., pilot projects 
in housing) in which new schemes for 
improving housing in their countries 
would be tested. 

It divided efforts surrounding the 
Year into three phases: 

In the first phase, the international 
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Taking one's morning bath in a Brazilian slum. 

community was urged to review and 
evaluate, between 1983 and 1986, ex
isting information and experience re
lating to shelter, and to put shelter 
demonstration projects into operation. 

In the second phase, governments 
and other participants were asked to 
evaluate, in 1987, during the Interna
tional Year itself, the information de
rived from the shelter projects and to 
share it with the international com
munity. The year 1987 was seen as a 
crucial transition period between the 
search for solutions and their extensive 
application. 

Between 1988 and the year 2000, the 
third phase, new shelter policies, pro
grams and methods based on the infor
mation gained in the first two phases 
were to be implemented as integral 
parts of national economic and social 
development plans. This phase, espe
cially, would require an effective pro
gram of international cooperation and 
support. 

The entire program was to be funded 

by voluntary contributions, most of 
which would go directly into actual 
projects and project support services. 
There was no call in the Plan of Action 
for a major global conference or a glo
bal information effort to publicize the 
International Year. The Year's infor
mation campaign was to concentrate 
on supporting the search for solutions, 
on making successful results more 
widely known, and on training and di
rect project support. 

When the UN Commission on Hu
man Settlements held its 10th (com
memorative) session in Nairobi on 
April 6-16, 1986, one of the purposes 
was to review and evaluate progress on 
implementing the Plan of Action for 
the International Year of Shelter for 
the Homeless. It also looked at future 
perspectives, major human settlements 
trends up to the year 2000, and na
tional and international cooperation in 
the field of human settlements, in an 
effort to make plans for a strategy in 
advance of the year 2000. 



The urban habitat 
Reaching the limits Life in the slums 
Around one billion people now live in There are many characteristics common to 

1 Squalor 
cities in the developing world, and by life in these marginal urban areas: Overcrowding and lack of 
the year 2000 this number will double to drainage and sanitary systems 
2.1 billion. The challenge to city planners create conditions hazardous to 
is OVerwhelming: 

~ 
Roots health. Rubbish piles up in the 

80usiDg 
Most slum and shantytown street and is not removed. 
dwellers are of rural origin. 

Cairo has 750,000 The majority of migrants are No services 
houses less than it driven to town by poverty. 

-~ 
In these conditions. the need 

needs - and the and start their urban life in for water and sanitary disposal 
deficit is growing at the worst areas. services is acute. Most slum 
150,000 a year. households must fetch their 

Employment Youth water from a standpipe. and 

Most city people ,# The average age of slum in· 

~ 
deposit their waste in open 

habitants is very low. Large drains. The rate of infection is work - but don't earn families are traditional in the therefore high; there is a con-much. In Bogota the countryside, and people con· stant risk of epidemic. top 5% receive 30% tinue to have them. 
of the income. 

Malnutrition 
Overcrowding 

E1 
Slum dwellers are de-

• • • Population density is the pendant for their food 
Industry provides in- • • • • highest in the world. It is entirely on cash. As 
come but also brings liRe common to find a family of incomes are very low. 
risks. 1,000 tons of ten members sharing one children are malnourished. 
pollutants fall daily room. 
on Greater Bombay. Premature adulthood 

tl 
Women householders r- Most mothers earn. and are absent 

Tnmsport In many slums women - from home. Children fend for 

= &l 
Average traffic speed abandoned or divorced - are themselves. in the care of older 
in Mexico is half that the only providers for 50% ones. Many are abandoned. or leave 
in London or Paris. of the households. home. at an early age. 

Sourer: UNFPA Sourer: lYe Disouslon Papu, UNICEF. 1979 

Housing Cost of the cheapest house available in certain cities Thmsport 

~ 
GNP Cost of Monthly Income % of house-

The level of traffic congestion in 
the cities of the developing world is 
chronic, in spite of the fact that 
comparatively few people own cars. 
Public transport is generally defi
cient, and squatter settlements often 
lack bus services. However, buses 
account for two-thirds or four
fifths of motorized trips in many 
poorer cities. They are supple
mented in many cities by communal 
taxis, auto-rickshaws, etc. 

per capita unit (USS payment required holds unable 
Cilies (1982 figures) 1970 prices) (uSS) (USS) to afford 

After food. housing is Mexico City 2.090 3.005 38.8 259 66 
the largest item of poor Hong Kong 4.240 1.670 21.5 143 57 
families' expenditure. Nairobi 420 2.076 26.8 178 77 
The welfare effect of Bogota 1.180 1.474 19.0 127 61 proper shelter and loca-

Ahmedabad 240 616 87 58 79 tion are important. 
Madras 240 570 7.3 49 79 Housing typically con-

stitutes 15 % -20% of All eS(lmale~ In US dollar equivalents: the Interest rate I!> 3s!>umed 10 be 15 %; 15 % of household 

household expendiTUres. Income I~ 3!>sumed 10 be devoted 10 housm~. the repayment period IS assumed to be 25 year~ 

Public health services 
Population of developing countries (excluding China) 
currently lacking access to community water supply and 
sanitation services. 

Water Sanitation 

urban populabon ~ 103m 
rural popuIaoon = 1,612m 
toeal PJPUlabOn = 2.~15m 

70 

50 

4() 

30 

20 

10 

The daily use of water 

I = ciry dweller with 
several taps 

2 = ciry dweller with 
one household tap 

3 = ciry dweller with 
a standpipe 

4 == rural consumer 
without tap or 
standpipe 

200 

100 

50 

Motorized trips in selected cities 
OIlIer 

AUlomobIc Bus rnotorized< I) 

City ~ ~ ~ 

Kuala Lampur 47 35 18 
Caracas 46 35 19 
Kinshasa 33 58 9 
Bangkok 29 59 12 
San Jose 23 74 3 
Hong Kong 22 55 23 
Mexico City(2) 19 65 16 
Bogota 17 71 12 
Karachi 16 63 21 
Seoul(2) 8 89 3 

(I) Includes lUis. "jimeys7 ere. 
(2) Roil .. ",ices ore olIO i....,....,. 

Sou",r: World _ S<ctor Policy ~r. 1975. 
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The world 

Weekend institute in Papua New Guinea 

A weekend institute for local Spir
itual Assemblies was held March 25-27 
on Watom Island, Papua New Guinea. 
Nineteen people took part in the in
stitute, which was organized by the Ba
ha'i youth of Rabaul. 

Among the speakers was Auxiliary 
Board member Habib Yaganegi who 
spoke about the Covenant and the 
functions of the Baha'i Center. 

Other talks covered such topics as 
the election of a local Assembly and its 
functions, Baha'i administration, com
munity development, women's activi
ties, the roles and duties of Assembly 
officers, the Baha'i Fund, the Nineteen 
Day Feast, Holy Days and the Baha'i 
calendar, and teaching the Faith and 
deepening. 

Between 40 and 50 people attended a 
video presentation during one evening 
of the institute. 

Taiwan 

Li Ya-Chiao (center), magistrate of 
Tainan County, Taiwan, receives a 
copy of 'The Promise of World Peace' 
from Danel Boone (to Mr. Li's left), 
representing the Spiritual Assembly of 
Hsin Ying. Also pictured are members 
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Pictured are some of those who attend
ed a weekend institute for local Spir
itual Assemblies held March 25-27 on 

, 

of the magistrate's staff of 300, each of 
whom also received a copy of the state
ment, as did Mayor Yen Ji- Wu of Hsin 
Ying. Mr. Boone was helped in making 
the presentations by his wife, Auxiliary 
Board member Jean Wu Boone. 

Watom Island, Papua New Guinea. 
Seated in front center is Auxiliary 
Board member Habib Yaganegi. 

Chad 
Several years of diligent work by the 

Baha'is of Chad were rewarded re
cently when they were given a Diploma 
of Participation from the Trade Cham
ber at the fourth International Fair of 
UDEAC (Customs and Economic 
Union of Central Africa). 

Since 1983, the Baha'is of Chad have 
incorporated social and economic 
development projects into their regular 
activities, initiating many activities in
cluding training health agents, con
structing dispensaries, opening village 
pharmacies, training agricultural 
agents, and creating tutorial schools. 

When invited to take part in an In
ternational Fair at N'Djamena, the Ba
ha'is in that region responded enthus
iastically. They created an attractive 
exhibit explaining the history of devel
opment, how to support it, and how to 
protect against economic crises. 



Cameroon 

More than 50 Baha'is from 14 com
munities attended the eighth Baha'i 
Summer School held last December 
23-27 at the national Haziratu'I-Quds 
in Limbe, Cameroon. After morning 

Sri Lanka 
On their eighth annual observance of 

World Religion Day, the Baha'is of Sri 
Lanka received wide coverage in news
papers, on radio and television in three 
languages: Sinhala, Tamil and English. 

The articles mention the principles 
of the Faith, and also note that Budd
hists, Hindus, Muslims, Christians and 
Baha'is all observe this day in Sri 
Lanka. 

• 
The Kandy Teaching Project, 

launched in July 1987 by the Spiritual 
Assembly of Kandy, Sri Lanka, ended 
its expansion phase with the gratifying 
total of 286 localities opened to the 
Faith, 11 new local Assemblies formed, 
and 706 new believers enrolled. 

Consolidation activities have begun 
and plans are being laid to strengthen 
all Assemblies in the district. 

talks folio wed by lively discussions, the 
friends were divided each afternoon in
to smaller groups to study in depth the 
topics presented in the classes. After 

Hawaii 
As a part of their contribution to the 

"Year of the Hawaiian" proclaimed 
by Hawaii's governor, the Baha'is of 
Honolulu and other communities on 
Oahu worked together to sponsor an 
event last July to honor the Polynesian 
voyagers of the Pacific. 

The program, called a "tremendous 
success" by the National Spiritual As
sembly of Hawaii, had a large non-Ba
ha'i audience (250 total) to witness the 
love and respect the Baha'is showed 
the native Hawaiian honorees. 

• 
The August 1987 issue of Hawaii Ar

chitecture carried an article about the 
Baha'i House of Worship in India. 

In addition to a half-page photo of 
the Temple, there were smaller pictures 
of the Houses of Worship in the United 
States, Germany and Uganda. 

supper there were slide shows, songs, 
games and a dramatic presentation il
lustrating collaboration among the in
stitutions of the Faith. 

The Temple in India was called "a 
triumph for the Indian construction in
dustry . . . a marriage of old and new 
technology, craftsmanship and compu
ters. " 

• 
In keeping with the United Nations 

International Year of Shelter for the 
Homeless, the Baha'is of Hawaii pre
sented their 1987 Agnes Alexander 
Award for Service to Humanity to 
Donald R. Hanson, chairman of sev
eral organizations in Honolulu devoted 
to self-help housing projects. 

Mr. Hanson was previously active in 
similar efforts in Asia, the Caribbean 
and Africa. 
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Italy 

PROF. ALESSANDRO BA USANI 

Prof. Alessandro Bausani, a re
nowned Orientalist and eclectic scholar 
who served for many years as a mem
ber of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Italy, died March 12 
in Rome after a long illness. 

On March 15, a moving funeral ser
vice for Prof. Bausani was attended by 
hundreds of people, among whom 
were local authorities and many rep
resentatives of the academic world. 

In addition to prayers and readings 
from the Sacred Texts, the program in
cluded a brief review of Prof. Bau
sani's life and achievements, prepared 
by the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Italy, and talks by two eminent rep
resentatives of the academic world, 
Prof. Francesco Gabrieli and Prof. 
Achille Tartaro, both of the University 
of Rome. 

France 
On the Day of the Covenant last 

November, a local radio station in the 
Basque area of France broadcast an 
hour-long program on the Faith. 

Regular announcements told of the 
evening program and invited listeners 
with questions to phone the station 
where three Baha'is, two of whom 
were natives of the Basque region, sup
plied answers. 
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Philippines 
Twenty-seven new local Assemblies 

were formed and 848 new believers en
rolled in the Faith during a recent 
three-week teaching campaign on 
Marinduque and Mindoro Islands in 
the Philippines. 

Through the efforts of local Mang
yan believers, unit conventions were 
held and delegates elected on Mindoro. 
The Mangyans are a significant ethnic 
and linguistic minority group in the 
Philippines who have enrolled in the 
Faith in large numbers. 

• 
A "Baha'i Mothers' Deepening Pro-

Kenya 

is now included in the 
Christian Religious Education syllabus 
of Kenya as a new topic for study. As 
most teachers know little about the 
Faith, one of them, at Shanzu Teacher 
Training College in Mombasa, invited 
members of the Bahd'l' community of 

The sixth National Youth Confer
ence at Nakuru, which ended last De
cember 18, drew together more than 
200 young Baha'is from Kenya and 
several from Tanzania and Sudan who 
were joined on the second day by 
Counsellor Edith Senoga. 

ject, " developed by the National 
Teaching Committee of the Philip
pines, began last February, offering 
guidance to Baha'i mothers and 
mothers-to-be on such tasks as the 
care, education and training of child
ren; maintaining a Baha'i atmosphere 
in the home; and cultivating a rapport 
and understanding with husbands and 
families. 

So far, 21 deepening classes have 
been held in various parts of the coun
try. The project was to end with seven 
large Family Life Conferences in 
March and April of this year. 

~
' " .. .I, .. 

Mombasa to speak about the Faith to 
first-year students at the college. The 
presentation was given to an attentive 
audience by Bahd'is Amal Rouhani 
(seated at left), Caroline Jeza (seated 
second from left) and Dr. Chowghi 
Rouhani (standing at right). 

The five days of spirited activity in
cluded a competition of choirs from 
many localities. 

Many of the youth pledged to take 
an active part in a major teaching cam
paign scheduled to follow the con
ference. 



Republic of Ireland 
The recently established Cork Shee 

School in the Republic of Ireland has 
decided to close its doors on the anni
versary of the Birth of Baha'u'lhlh. 
Five Baha'i children are enrolled in the 
interdenominational school whose 
board chairman, Pat Barry, is a Ba
ha'i. 

The chairman of the Dundalk County 
Council (left) and chairman of the 
Louth County Council meet the Irish 
BaM'{ youth on their monthly 'Walk 
for Peace.' Some 60 BaM'is took part 
in the walk from Dundalk to Dro
gheda. Afterward, 10 people expressed 
their desire to become Bahd '{so The 
project illustrates the new spirit of ex
citement that has been released into the 
Irish Bahd'{ community. 

Sweden 

Pil'tuJ"I!d are many of the 60 BaM'is 
from Sweden, Norway and Finland 
who attended a 1987 Arctic Midsum
mer Camp held in Karesuando, Swe
den, about 200 miles above the Arctic 

In January, the Winter School for 
the North of Sweden was held in 
Sundsvall with 90 participants, 40 of 
them children. Three days were given 

::iDeCllal visitors were two Amer
ican Indians, Vern Longie and Ruby 
Gubatayao, who were traveling and 
teaching in Scandinavia last summer. 

to consultation and deepening, empha
sizing pioneering to northern regions 
of the country. 

India 
A comprehensive article commemo

rating the first anniversary of the Ba
ha'i House of Worship in New Delhi, 
India, appeared in a recent issue of the 
daily newspaper, The Punjabi Post. 

The article includes a large photo
graph of the House of Worship, men
tions the names of a number of prom
inent people who have visited there, 
outlines the purpose of the House of 
Worship and the principles of the 
Faith, and includes extensive Quota
tions from the Writings of Baha'u'llah . 

• 
Hundreds of people visited a one

month book exhibit conducted by the 
Spiritual Assembly of Bangalore, In
dia, as part of "Crafts India" held on 
the palace grounds in Bangalore. Many 
of the visitors already were familiar 
with the Faith as a result of having 
visited or heard about the Baha'i 
House of Worship in New Delhi. 

Switzerland 
"Peace with the Environment" was 

the theme last October 30-November 1 
of a Baha'i-sponsored conference at 
Switzerland's Landegg Centre. 

About 250 people attended the two
day event; 40 Swiss organizations con
cerned with peace and/or the environ
ment sent delegations. 
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Australia 
The Spiritual Assembly of Croydon, 

situated in a semi-desert area in far 
northern Queensland, Australia, has 
been formed as a result of the patient 
teaching and deepening efforts of two 
couples, Steve and Mosiana Johns and 
Fineeva and Dolores Taufelele, who 
are homefront pioneers there. 

Aboriginal believers constitute the 
majority of the new Assembly. 

The devoted teaching efforts of three 
Iranian Baha'is who recently settled in 
Australia, Farhad and Roofia Noran
bakht and traveling teacher Hassan 
Derakhshan, have resulted in the en
rollment of 10 more Aboriginal Ba
ha'is in Mareeba, also in far northern 
Queensland. 

Trinidad/Tobago 

On December 4, 1987, Sen. Sahadeo 
Bosdeo, a professor of history at the 
University of the West Indies, spoke to 
an audience of more than 200 people 
including a number of non-Baha'fs 
about his impressions of the Baha'{ 
House of Worship, which he and Mrs. 
Bosdeo had recently visited. The gath
ering was held at the home of Dr. 
M.H. Jamalabadi, a member of the 
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National Spiritual Assembly of Trini
dad and Tobago, and his Wife, Aux
iliary Board member Shahnaz Jamala
badi, in Port of Spain, Trinidad. Sen. 
Basdeo, who had requested the meet
ing and was effusive in his praise of the 
Temple, is pictured second from the 
left in this photo; his wife is standing to 
his left. 

Baha'is Russ and Gina Garcia (back
ground) entertain children onstage at 
the Australian National Teaching Con
ference held last December 29-31 at 
Sutherland, near Sydney. Besides their 
popular singing sessions with the child
ren, the Garcias produced a rousing 
show, presented by the youth, entitled 
'Peace Is Possible. ' 

• 
A team of 28 young Baha'is who call 

themselves the Wildfire Project toured 
Australia in February giving a show en
titled "It's Not the End ofthe World." 

The modern, energetic show, which 
includes music, dance and comedy 
centered around peace themes, met 
with a warm response from the 3,000 
people-many of them Aboriginal
who saw it during its two-week tour 
that covered large areas of New South 
Wales, South Australia, and Victoria . 

• 
More than 360 young people from 

every state in Australia gathered last 
January in Perth for a National Youth 
Conference, a highlight of which was 
the participation of the Hand of the 
Cause of God Collis Featherstone. 

The youth year of service, according 
to a message sent to the World Centre, 
is gaining momentum in Australia. The 
message added that, following the con
ference, a teaching team had set out to 
visit areas of Western Australia. 



Virgin Islands 

On January 18, the governor of the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, Alexander Far
relly, was given a copy of the peace 
statement by a delegation of Baha'is 
representing the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Virgin Islands. 

Among the members of the delega
tion were Counsellors Wilma Brady, 
Ruth Pringle and Alan Smith. 

Joan Bennett, chairman of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, made the 
presentation in the governor's private 
office in Government House, St. 
Thomas, just prior to the official gov
ernment observance of the anniversary 
of the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., at which Dr. Brady was the fea
tured speaker. 

Cyprus 
Oneworld Publications, a publishing 

house owned by Baba'i pioneers to 
Cyprus, entered its edition of The Hid
den Words of Baba'u'llah in a com
petion for "Best Designed Books from 
All Over the World" at an exhibition 
last year in Leipzig, Germany, in which 
publishers from 49 countries partici
pated. 

The book won an award for "high 
artistic merit and technical standards" 
which was presented at a ceremony in 
March during the International Book 
Fair in Leipzig. 

• 
Possibly the largest Baba'i teaching 

conference ever held in Cyprus took 
place last October 18 at the newly 
renovated and redecorated Haziratu'l
Quds in Nicosia. According to a telex 
from the National Spiritual Assembly, 
a "vigorous and exhausting children 
and youth program" was much appre
ciated. 

Sarawak 
At the request of the Universal 

House of Justice, Dr. Ethel Martens of 
Canada, a consultant on primary 
health care, visited Sarawak in Feb
ruary to discuss the possibility of set
ting up health care programs there. 

Dr. Martens has developed a pro
gram for training primary health care 
workers that is being implemented in 
India and in several African countries. 

New Zealand 

A long, spear-like Maori weapon 
carved into a digging tool was pre
sented last December by the Baha'is of 
New Zealand to the Baha'i community 
of India to mark the first anniversary 
of the dedication of the Baha'i House 
of Worship in New Delhi. 

The carving was made by Wallace 
Heteraka, a Baha'i who is Master 
Carver of the Tai Tokerau people. 
Steeped in symbolism, it converts a 
traditional design usually related to 
war into a symbol of peace. 

"This carving," said Mr. Heteraka, 
"says we will teach no more war ... .I 
felt a great calmness, a real sense of 
satisfaction and humility with the 
knowledge that a weapon once used 
violently (is) now a tool of peace. 

Tanzania 

Pictured is one of two new buildings 
soon to be completed at Tanzania's Ba
ha'i Teaching Institute, located in the 
town of Mombo in the Usumbara 

In September 1987, the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Tanzania met 
with Counsellor Oloro Epyeru, four 
members of the Auxiliary Board, and 
members of the National Teaching 
Committee to plan two teaching cam
paigns in designated mass teaching 
areas. 

The two three-month campaigns 
were begun shortly thereafter, one in 
the Kasulu district of the Kigoma 
region on Lake Tanganyika and the 
other in the Morogoro region in central 
Tanzania. 

The combined results included the 
enrollment of 575 new believers, the 
formation of 12 local Spiritual As-

"This is a challenge to all the crafts
people of the world to do this with 
their weapons. This is my ancestors' 
contribution to world peace." 

• 
Dr. Paul Friedman, a dedicated Ba

ha'i and Esperantist from Hamilton, 
New Zealand, has been elected, un
opposed, president of the New Zealand 
Esperantist Association. 

Dr. Friedman is also active in BEL 
estraro (Baha'i Esperanto League). 

Following his election, which took 
place at the annual Esperanto Congress 
in Howick, Auckland, Mr. Friedman 
presented an informal talk on the 
Faith. Some pamphlets and copies of 
the peace statement in Esperanto were 
distributed among the guests. 

Mountains. A student hostel and res
ident teachers' quarters will complete 
the Institute complex. 

semblies, the revival of several lapsed 
Assemblies, and the opening of a num
ber of new localities to the Faith. 

In Kitungwa, the Assembly has be
gun daily children's classes which in
clude reading and writing as well as Ba
ha'i teachings. 

A Baha'i youth choir from Kigoma 
went to many villages in the Kasulu 
district, which attracted large numbers 
of people and was the foundation of 
the success of the Kasulu project. 

In Morogoro, more than 4,000 sec
ondary school and technical school 
students saw a slide program on the 
Baba'i concept of peace and heard 
talks about the Faith. 
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In June, the news was received that a court in Egypt had acquitted 32 Baha'is who were 
sentenced in 1987 to three·year prison terms on charges that they violated a 1960 edict 
barring organized Baha'i activities in that country. A District Court in Cairo ruled on June 
13 that the monthly meetings held in Baha'i homes were not illegal because they were 
"private and personal" in nature. 

The 32 Baha'is thus acquitted were among a group of 48 sentenced in May 1987 to pris· 
on terms on religious charges. At that time, two of the accused who recanted their faith 
were found not guilty. Thirteen others convicted last year were acquitted February 17 by 
the Egyptian Court of Appeals in Cairo. 

According to reports from Cairo, the court rulings did not address the defense's argu· 
ment that the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights, to which Egypt is a 
signatory, requires Egypt to respect the rights of all citizens to practice their religion. 

With grateful hearts convey to the followers of Baha'u'liah throughout world joyful news 
first meeting newly appointed International Teaching Centre. 

On morning Friday third June the Hands of the Cause Amatu'I·Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum 
and 'Ali Akbar Furutan, the members of the Universal House of Justice and the nine Coun· 
sellor members of the International Teaching Centre gathered in Bahji and entered the 
Most Holy Shrine for prayers before proceeding to the Mansion of Baha'u'liah where their 
first joint meeting was held in room associated with Shoghi Effendi. All were acutely con· 
scious of the inestimable blessing of initiating their consultations in these sacred pre· 
cincts. 

In this and subsequent consultations during the days which followed, the tasks of the 
International Teaching Centre in face of the tremendous QPportunities for teaching now 
before the Baha'i world were reviewed, and new patterns of operation were formulated. 

Rejoice new vistas opening for victorious promotion Cause God. 
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United States 

Youth are ablaze in Indiana 

More than 40 declarations of faith in 
Baha'u'llah ... upwards of 3,000 
commitments of service to the Cause of 
God ... nearly 6,000 youth, adults 
and children from 50 countries and 
every continent on earth: this was a 
conference to cherish, to savor and to 
remember for a lifetime. 

What is more important, the 1988 
Baha 'j International Youth Con
ference may be recalled by future 

. generations as the event at which "the 
stage was set" for a remarkable trans
formation in the American Baha'i 
community, one that would lead to vic-

tory in the Six Year Plan and help 
bring about the process of entry by 
troops which was, in the words of the 
Universal House of Justice, "promised 
by the beloved Master and which 
Shoghi Effendi said would lead on to 
mass conversion." 

The conference, held June 30-July 4 
on the campus of Indiana University in 
Bloomington, was marked by a seri
ous-mindedness and sense of purpose 
seldom seen at an event of its size and 
scope. 

This was underscored Sunday after
noon when young people from allover 

. . 

BAH'A'" INTERNAT\ONAL 
YOUTH· CONFERENCE 

JUNE 30· JULY 4, 19B8 
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the world stood before a large audience 
including Counsellors and members of 
the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly 
and described recent events in their 
countries that have helped advance the 
Cause of God, and again that same 
evening when the National Assembly 
asked for written pledges of service to 
the Faith. 

As the audience stood and applaud
ed, the pledges began arriving on
stage-singly at first, then in handfuls, 
and finally boxes full of these mar
velous commitments. to serve, more 
than' 3,000 in all. 

The heart-stirring news was cabled 
immediately to the Universal House of 
Justice, which said in its reply: 

"With joy and thanksgiving we hail 
the outstanding success of the Interna
tional Youth Conference in Blooming
ton, Indiana, which has been dis
tinguished by an unprecedented num
ber of pledges of service to be carried 
out in support of the goals of the Six 
Year Plan .... " 

"We have full confidence that the 
American Baha'i youth, who comprise 
a strong element of the community 
honored by the Master with the title of 
'apostles of Baha'u'llab,' will ·exert 
themselves to the fullest to fulfill the 
pledges they have made at this confer
ence." 

While the significance of those com
mitments cannot be overstated, they 
were but one aspect of a stupendous 
gathering whose effects will be felt 
within the American Baha'i communi
ty for many years to come. 

The over-all theme, "The Stage Is 
Set, " was taken from a passage by the 
Guardian (Messages to America: 1932-
46, p.17) in which he says: " ... There 
is no time to lose. There is no room left 
for vacillation. Multitudes hunger for 
the Bread of Life. 

"The stage is set. The firm and ir-



Late-breaking news 

More than 100,000 embrace Cause 
as a result of teaching campaign 
in India's Uttar Pradesh State 
WITH GRATEFUL HEARTS SHARE NEWS RE
SOUNDING TEACHING VICTORIES INDIA 
FIRST EVIDENCE RESPONSE RID V AN MES
SAGE APPEAL. 
FOLLOWING DECISION NATIONAL ASSEM
BLY DECLARE JUNE MONTH OF MASS 
TEACHING, STATE BAHA'i COUNCIL UTTAR 
PRADESH DEVISED SPECIAL PLANS WITH 
PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ENROLLING WOM
EN YOUTH FAMILIES THREE DISTRICTS THAT 
STATE. 
INSPIRED BY COUNSELLORS AND LED BY 
THREE COORDINATORS TWO COUNCIL REP
RESENTATIVES 110 DEVOTED SOULS AROSE 
TO SPREAD LIFE-GIVING MESSAGE OF BAHA'
U'LLAH AMONG THEIR COUNTRYMEN. 
RESULT THEIR EFFORTS WITHIN ONE SHORT 
MONTH WAS BEYOND ALL EXPECTATION. 
OVER ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND MEN WOM
EN YOUTH MANY BELONGING SAME FAM
ILIES ACCEPTED FAITH. 
EFFECTIVE FOLLOW-UP PROGRAM IN
ITIATED ESTABLISHING AT LEAST FIVE 
DEEPENING INSTITUTES PER MONTH IN CEN
TRAL AREAS. ALREADY 1,000 NEW BELIEV
ERS CONTRIBUTED TO FUND SUBSCRIBING 
TO HINDI BAHA'i MAGAZINE. LARGE QUAN
TITY HINDI LITERATURE INCLUDING PIC
TURE OF MASTER BEING PRODUCED WITH 
ASSISTANCE COUNSELLORS FOR DISTRIBU
TION TO NEW BELIEVERS. AUDIO CASSETTES 
OF HOL Y WRITINGS, PRAYERS, SIMPLE 
TALKS BEING PREPARED. THREE LARGE 
RURAL CONFERENCES FOR WOMEN YOUTH 
FAMILIES BEING PLANNED. SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS BEING 
CONSULTED UPON. 
CONFIDENT SUCH VICTORIES ATTAINABLE 
IN OTHER PARTS OF PLANET AS WELL. URG
ING FOLLOWERS MOST GREAT NAME 
THROUGHOUT WORLD ARISE WITH HIGH RE
SOLVE FOLLOW EXAMPLE THEIR INDIAN 
BRETHREN CALLING MANKIND TO FAITH OF 
GOD AT THIS CRITICAL JUNCTURE HUMAN 
HISTORY. EAGERLY AWAITING NEWS RE
SULTS THEIR EFFORTS. ASSURE ARDENT 
PRAYERS HOLY SHRINES BESEECHING 
BLESSINGS ANCIENT BEAUTY THEIR DETER
MINED EFFORTS MASS TEACHING FIELD. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

House of Justice appoints 11 Counsellors 
to fill vacancies on Continental Boards, 
pays loving tribute to retiring Counsellors 

To the Baha'is of the World 
Dear Baha'i Friends, 

Recent events have given rise to 11 vacancies in the mem
bership of the Continental Boards of Counsellors. Mr. Adib 
Taherzadeh has been elected to the Universal House of Jus
tice; Dr. Farzam Arbab, Mr. Hartmut Grossmann, Mrs. 
Lauretta King, Mr. Donald Rogers, Mrs. Joy Stevenson, 
and Mr. Peter Vuyiya have been appointed as Counsellor 
members of the International Teaching Centre. 

In addition, ill health has sadly made it impossible for Dr. 
Chellie Sundram to continue his services as a Counsellor for 
Asia, Dr. Iraj Ayman and Mrs. Thelma Khelghati have been 
compelled by circumstances beyond their control to leave 
respectiv~ly, the continents of Asia and Africa in which the; 
were servmg, and Mr. Adam Thorne has had to resign, for 
personal reasons, from the Continental Board of Counsel
lors .fo~ Europe. We ~sh ~irst to express our profound ap
preCIatIOn of the contnbutlons these dear friends have made 
to the ~dvancement of the Cause of God during their years 
of serVIce as Counsellors, and we pray that the blessings of 
BahA'u'llah will surround them in all they undertake in the 
future. 

We now have great happiness in announcing the appoint
ment of the following believers as Continental Counsellors: 

Africa: Mr. George Allen and Mr. Hizzaya Hissani. The 
Americas: Mr. Gustavo Correa, Mrs. Jacqueline Delahunt 
and Dr. William Roberts. Asia: Dr. Kim Myung-Jung and 
Mrs. Shantha Sundram. Australasia: Mrs. Violette Haake. 
Europe: Mr. Patrick O'Mara, Mrs. Elisabeth Miihlschlegel 
and Dr. Shapoor Rassekh. 

Furthermore, as two of the Counsellors now appointed to 
the International Teaching Centre had been Trustees of 
their respective Continental Funds, we now appoint Coun
sellor Peter McLaren to be Trustee of the Continental Fund 
in the Americas, and Counsellor Ben Ayala to be Trustee in 
Australasia. 

As was abundantly apparent at the time of the sixth Inter
national Baha'i Convention and in the meetings of the 
Counsellors which followed, the Baha'i world has entered 
on a stage of ~he greatest importance in its development, 
when the teachmg work throughout the world must be in the 
forefront of the thoughts of every ardent follower of Baha'
u'llah. The challenges and opportunities are great, and are 
increasing in number with each passing day. We supplicate 
the Almighty to grant an unprecedented measure of divine 
confirmation to the institutions of His embryonic World 
Order and to His faithful believers who are laboring for the 
diffusion of His Message in every region of the globe. 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
The Universal House of Justice 

June 16, 1988 
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In terms of energy and visual excite
ment, it would be hard to top the su-

revocable promise is given. God's own 
Plan has been set in motion. It is 
gathering momentum with every pass
ing day. The powers of heaven and 
earth mysteriously assist in its execu
tion. 

"Such an opportunity is irreplace
able. Let the doubter arise and himself' 
verify the truth of such assertions. To 
try, to persevere, is to ensure ultimate" 
and complete victory." 

Every aspect of the conference, from 
plenary sessions to discussion groups 
and even social events, was geared to
ward realizing the goal of that theme: 
one's personal commitment to arise 
and serve the Cause of God. 

The conference was blessed by the 
presence of several members of the 
senior institutions of the Faith whose 
wise counsel was ardently sought and 
freely given throughout the five-day 
event. 

They included one member of the 
Universal House of Justice, Hooper 

BET 

perb Hromovytsia Ukrainian Dance Chicago to perform at the Youth Con-
Ensemble which came 0/1 the way from ference. . 

Dunbar; Counsellors Wilma Brady, 
Jacqueline Delahunt, Robert Harris, 
William Roberts, Fred Schechter and 
Arturo Serrano; and five members of 
the National Spiritual Assembly-Wil
liam Davis, Alberta Deas, Robert 
Henderson, Jack McCants and Dor
othy Nelson. 

Als,? taking a leading role in the con
ference, which, as Dr. Henderson 

" pointed out, "was planned by youth 
for youth," were a number of young 
speakers and masters of ceremonies 
from the U.S. and abroad whose out
standing contributions helped make 
this a truly memorable event. 

The task of introducing speakers, 
entertainers and other participants at 
plenary sessions was capably handled 
by half a dozen Baha'i youth including 
three from the U.S. (Traci Gholar, 
Ryan Heydarian and Mehr Mansuri) 
along with Nobi Garrigues (Spain), 
Rocky Moncho (Botswana) and Ter
rance Simmons (Guyana). 

Apart from the Counsellors, mem
bers of the National Assembly and its 
committees and agencies, the speakers 
were a diverse group who came from 
far and near and represented a number 
of ethnic groups. 

They included Nelson Sapad (South
east Asian now living in California), 
Sophie Berhane (Ethiopian now study
ing at the Louhelen Baha'i School in 
Michigan), Homa Sabet (California), 
Louis Henrique Beust (Brazil), and 
Varta Sokhanvar (Canada). 

The conference was convened Thurs
day evening with an opening night so
cial, the first of two presentations of a 
dramatic three-act play, "Tllhirih," by 
the Louhelen Youth Theatre, and a 
late-night prayer session by candle
light. 

Each morning from Friday through 
Sunday the youth, children and adults 
held separate sessions. Afternoons 
were devoted to discussion groups for 
parents and youth as well as other 
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Above: Bahd'is and their guests gather 
infront of Indiana University's Assem
bly Hall to prepare for one of the 
Youth Conference's plenary sessions. 
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Below: The wide-ranging entertain
ment included music by Persian san
tour player Kamel Missaghian from 
Puerto Rico. 

special activities, while evening ses
sions sawall groups coming together in 
IV's Assembly Hall for inspirational 
talks and entertainment. 

A highlight of the Saturday evening 
session was the presentation of a 
plaque by the Spiritual Assembly of 
Bloomington to Dr. Herman B. Wells, 
long-time chancellor of Indiana Uni
versity, recognizing his many years of 
devotion to the causes of world peace 
and human rights. 

The following afternoon a tree was 
planted at the IU arboretum, also in 
honor of Dr. Wells. 

Monday morning's closing session 
included a presentation honoring 
Tomilea Allison, the mayor of Bloom
ington, and a "challenge to the Amer
ican Baha'i community" by the Coun
sellors and members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

Other special events included: 
• A Friday evening talent show 

featuring performers from across the 
country. 

• Late-night discussion groups at 
several locations ~m Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. 

• A FUNd Run to raise money for 
the completion of the Arc on Mount 
Carmel. 

• A "Celebration of the Family" on 
Saturday afternoon whose centerpiece 
was a . performance, by Baha 'f 
singer/composer Red Grammer. 

• A Sunday evening concert by well
known Baha'i entertainer Dan Seals. 

• A second performance Saturday 
afternoon of the play "TAhirih." 

• A celebration that same evening of 
"The Unity of Mankind" with music 
and dancing. 

• Several programs especially for 
Persian believers including a slide 
show, "The Time Is Now," and a re
-ception for Tefugees hosted by the Na
tional Persian-American Affairs Com
mittee, 

Each of the plenary sessions was 
centered around a theme whose cumu
lative impact was designed to inspire 
the individual Baha'i to arise in service 
to the Cause. Those themes were: 

• Friday morning, "The Significance 
of This Day." 

• Friday evening, "Baha'u'llah's 
Revelation. " 

• Saturday morning, "The Individ
ual's Mission." 

• Saturday evening, ','The Immedi-



There were, of course, activities for 
those of all ages. 

ate Future." 
• Sunday morning, "A New Atti

tude." 
• Sunday evening, "The Time Is 

Now." 
• Monday morning, "Let the Doubt

er Arise." 
The wide-ranging and provocative 

discussion groups for youth included 
something for nearly everyone, an
swering such questions as "Are Baha'is 
Soctalists?" and "Is Money the Root 
of All Evil?" and covering topics in 
such diverse areas as "the promise of 
world peace," life as a single adult Ba
ha'i, sexism and the media, prayer and 
meditation, families in crisis, a fresh 
approach to career Ivocations, and 
"Model United Nations: an interna
tional experience." 

Meanwhile, parents were discussing 
topics that included developing cul
tural pride in one's children, moral 
challenges facing youth, spiritual and 
psychological survival in the '80s, spir
itualization of the work place, develop
ing your child's potential through read
ing and writing, and discipline: parent
ing's "most challenging issue." 

In addition, there were two discus
sion groups for pre-youth: "Calling 
All Youriger Youth!" (conducted by 
Counsellors Wilma Brady and Robert 
Harris), and "Set Yourself Free!" 

Message to the International Youth Conference 
in Bloomington, Indiana, U.S.A. 

With joy and thanksgiving we hail the outstanding success of the Interna
tional Youth Conference in Bloomington, Indiana, which has been dis
tinguished by an unprecedented number of pledges of service to be carried 
out in support of the goals of the Six Year Plan. 

The powers released by the advent of the Revelation of Baha'u'llah are 
inspiring in the hearts of humankind a heightened desire for unity and 
peace, and are shaping world events in an evolutionary process destined to 
yield, in due time, the Lesser Peace and to lead ultimately to the inaugura
tion of the Most Great Peace. 

Collateral with this new spirit at work in the world is a heightened spir
itual impetus energizing the community of the Most Great Name which was 
evident in the consultations at the International Convention and which is 
producing a rich harvest of victories in the teaching field, news of which 
reaches us every day. 

Today we have received the welcome news of the enrollment of over 
100,000 new believers in the State of Uttar Pradesh in India. Country after 
country is joining the ranks of those areas blessed with entry by troops into 
the community of the followers of the Blessed Beauty. 

As the chief executor of the Divine Plan, the American Baha'i communi
ty is called upon to seize the privileges and obligations bestowed upon it, 
and by its noble exertions to inspire the entire Baha'i world. 

Let the dearly-loved Baha'i youth of America arise as never before, in a 
consecrated and sustained endeavor to win fresh victories in the prop
agation of the Faith and the consolidation of its institutions. By this means 
they will hasten the advent of that day when, as prophesied by 'Abdu'l
Baha, America will "evolve into a center from which waves of spiritual 
power will emanate, and the throne of the Kingdom of God will, in the 
plenitude of its majesty and glory, be firmly established." 

We have full confidence that the American Baha'i youth, who comprise a 
strong element of the community honored by the Master with the title of 
"apostles of Baha'u'llah," will exert themselves to the fullest to fulfill the 
pledges they have made at this conference. 

Our prayers will be offered at the Sacred Threshold, that these dear 
friends may be the recipients of unprecedented blessings as they embark on 
this new and exciting stage in their magnificent record of service to their 
Beloved. 

(conducted by Cindy Savage, author of 
the new novel, Nothing in Common). 

Ms. Savage's book was a best-seller 
at the conference, whose over-all sales 
were described by a representative of 
the Baha'i Publishing Trust and Dis
tribution Service as "the best in at least 
a decade." 

The conference was front-page news 
in the Sunday edition of the local news
paper, the Herald- Times, which de
scribed the event in a lengthy article 
with color photograph as "the biggest 
ever held in Bloomington." 

The friends were also welcomed by a 
number of billboards and signs on 
roads and business establishments in 
and around the city. 

Universal House of Justice 
July 4, 1988 

The plenary sessions for youth 
(mornings) and youth, adults and 
children (evenings) were a skillful 
blend of talks and entertainment 
designed to inform, edify and inspire 
everyone at the conference and to in
still a greater love for and commitment 
to the Cause of God. 

That they succeeded in that purpose 
was evident in the large number of 
commitments made in response to the 
National Spiritual Assembly's request 
for tangible pledges of service. 

The spirit of those commitments was 
equaled by that of two performing 
groups who, having rehearsed for 
months especially for the conference, 
were asked to relinquish their time so 
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From the children's reaction, it would seem that language is no barrier to entertainment. 

Counsellor Robert Harris compares 
'wrist bands' with young Baha'I Anis 
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Sabeti. The bands were needed for ad
mission to conference sessions. 

that the pledges could be received. 
Although greatly disappointed, both 

groups-"Global Beat" from San 
Diego and "Fourth Epoch" from 
Michigan-agreed without hesitation 
to do so. 

The speakers at this grandly interna
tional event came from many countries 
(others attending the conference came 
from as far away as Korea, Nepal, New 
Zealand and South Africa) and includ
ed several groups of youth and pre
youth whose remarks were especially 
well-received. 

The first of these group presenta
tions, "The Vibrating Influences of 
Baha'u'llah's Revelation," was given 
Friday evening by Shahrokh Bahador, 
Leon Graham, Parisa Payman, Na
tasha Miller, Glen Evans and Ricky 
Martinez. 

A second, "Serving the Faith," on 
Saturday morning, consisted of brief 
remarks on that theme by Adriana To
mas, Bobby Ahdieh, Ndeley Agbaw, 
Margie Bulkin, Rambod Hashemi and 
John Stahl. 

On Sunday evening, "Summoning 
the Heroes" was addressed by Kaylin 
Anderson, Michelle Lancaster, Verdia 
Louis, Cyprian Sajabi and Jene Wal
lace. 

The youngest speaker at a plenary 
session was 12-year-old Saba Firoozi of 
Glencoe, Illinois, whose theme was 
"Baha'u'llah. " 

Saba is a participant in a children's 
public speaking project conducted by 
Gayle Woolson who gave three work
shops on public speaking as a means of 
developing children and youth from 
"ordinary" to "extraordinary." 



While the youth were meeting each such well-deepened Baha'is as Coun
morning in Assembly Hall, parents and sellors Wilma Brady and Fred Schech
other adults were at the Auditorium ter; Judge Dorothy Nelson, chairman, 
for talks and other presentations by and William Davis, treasurer of the 

TO THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
WITH RENEWED HOPE AND REVOLUTIONARY COMMITMENT 
TO MEET CHALLENGES AND OFFER VICTORIES 5,300 PAR
TICIPANTS FROM 36 COUNTRIES ARE GATHERED TOGETHER 
AT 1988 BAHA'I INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE IN 
BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA. 
BLESSED BY PRESENCE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
MEMBER HOOPER DUNBAR, COUNSELLORS WILMA BRADY, 
JACQUELINE DELAHUNT, ROBERT HARRIS, WILLIAM ROB
ERTS, FRED SCHECHTER AND ARTURO SERRANO AND FIVE 
MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
BAHA'IS OF THE UNITED STATES, YOUTH DISPLAYING UN
PRECEDENTED SERIOUSNESS TO TASKS DEFINED IN 1988 
RIDVA.N MESSAGE. THE CONFERENCE THEME, "THE STAGE IS 
SET," FOCUSES ON INDIVIDUAL TRANSFORMATION AND 
DEEPER COMMITMENT TO REVELATION AND COVENANT OF 
BAHA.'U'LLA.H. ALL PREPARED TO HELP FULFILL HIGH 
DESTINY AMERICAN BAHA'I COMMUNITY AS FORETOLD BY 
'ABDU'L-BAHA. 
3,200 YOUTH, 1,400 PARENTS/ADULTS, 700 CHILDREN ATTEND
ING TRIPLE CONFERENCE HAVE GLOBAL VISION OF BAHA'I 
FAMILY BROADENED BY INTERNATIONAL PRESENTERS. 
REQUEST PRAYERS HOLY THRESHOLD FOR DIVINE ASSIS
TANCE THAT YOUTH, PARENTS/ADULTS AND CHILDREN WILL 
INITIATE ENTRY BY TROOPS THIS CONTINENT "LEST OPPOR
TUNITY BE LOST." 
LOVING GREETINGS, 

PARTICIPANTS GATHERED AT 1988 
BAHA'I INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE 

JULY 4,1988 
• 

TO THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
JOYFULLY REPORT SUMMARY RESULTS THUS FAR OF COM
MITMENTS OF PARTICIPANTS-CHILDREN, YOUTH, 
ADUL TS/PARENTS-INTERNA TIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE. 
PLEDGES REFLECT PROFOUND SPIRITUAL A WAKENING. 3,022 
PLEDGES OF ACTION TO SERVE AND ADVANCE BELOVED 
CAUSE. UNIFIED SPIRIT OF DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT 
UNPRECEDENTED IN RECENT HISTORY OF THE CAUSE IN 
NORTH AMERICA. PLEDGES OFFERED TO SUPREME INSTITU
TION IN THE SAME SPIRI-T OF UGENCY CONVEYED IN RIDV AN 
MESSAGE. 
mE SUMMARY OF PLEDGES IS AS FOLLOWS: PIONEER OFFERS, 
442; YOUTH YEAR OF SERVICE, 502; TRA YELING TEACHING, 697; 
lEACHING/SERVICE PROJECTS, 378; FIRESIDES AND OTHER 
TEACHING, 1,429; FUND, 704 PLEDGES TOTALING $163,173 IN
CLUDING $81,592 FOR ARC PROJECT; NEW DECLARATIONS, 23; 
PRAYER/DEEPENING, 492; COLLEGE CLUB ACTIVITIES, 43. 
HUMBLY REQUEST PRAYERS HOLY SHRINES FOR CONFIRMA
TIONS AND FULFILLMENT OF EVERY PLEDGE. 

NA TIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF 
THE BAHA'Is OF THE UNITED STATES 

JULY 4, 1988 

u.s. National Spiritual Assembly; 
Helen Markovitch Sanchez, a member 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Costa Rica; Bahia Mitchell from the 
Baha'i World Centre; John Smith of 
the National Teaching Committee, and 
Linda Ahdieh of the National Youth 
Committee. 

Other activities for parents included 
two "open mike" sessions and a multi
media presentation, "The Seven Year 
Plan: A Retrospective." 

The children's program, held each 
day in the Student Union, was varied 
and interesting with entertainment, 
games and other activities for those 
ages 3-11. 

More than 200 people of all ages 
took part in Sunday evening's FUNd 
Run. On-site pledges to the Fund ex
ceeded $7,200 with thousands of dol
lars more pledged by sponsoring in
dividuals and communities. 

One runner completed 106 laps, gen
erating an estimated $6,000 in con
tributions. 

In a sense, of course, everyone at 
this most remarkable conference was 
"running," or at the very least moving 
quickly forward toward a deeper un
derstanding of the Cause of Baha'
u'llah and a greater commitment to 
teaching, which the Universal House of 
Justice said in its Ri4van 1988 message 
to the Baha'is of the world is "the food 
of the spirit; it brings life to unawaken
ed souls and raises the new heaven and 
the new earth; it uplifts the banner of a 
unified world; it ensures the victory of 
the Covenant and brings those who 
give their lives to it the supernal hap
piness of attainment to the good pleas
ure of their Lord." 

More photos on pages 8-9 ~ 
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Above: When it comes to play time, 
'the messier the better' seems to bring 
the most pleasure. Above right: Hoop
er Dunbar, a member of the Universal 
House of Justice, addresses the con
ference. Right: One of the special ses
sions for the Persian Baha'is. Below 
right: The Los Angeles Bahti',' Youth 
Workshop entertains at an outdoor 
'Family Day' event. Below: A game of 
'hide-and-seek, , perhaps? 

F 
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Above: IV Chancellor Herman Wells 
(right) is given an award by the Spir
itual Assembly of Bloomington. Right: 
Some of the 3,200-plus pledges of ser
vice arrive onstage. Below right: 
Young people from 50 countries tell of 
recent advances of the Cause in their 
areas. Below: Red Grammer entertains. 
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United States 

Congress hears testimony on Iran 

For the third time in six years, the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Ba
ha'is ofthe United States has presented 
testimony about the persecution of Ba
ha'is in Iran before the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee's Subcommittee on 
Human Rights and International Or
ganizations. 

Appearing at the Subcommittee ses
sion June 29 were the secretary of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, Dr. Rob
ert C. Henderson, and its secretary for 
External Affairs, Dr. Firuz Kazem-
zadeh. . 

Also testifying on behalf of the Ba
ha'is were Rep. John Porter of Illinois 
and Richard Schifter, Assistant Sec
retary of State for Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Affairs. 

The hearing followed by less than 
two months the introduction in the 
Senate and House of a joint resolution 
calling on the government of Iran to 

Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh (right), the U.S. 
National Spiritual Assembly's secre
tary for External Affairs, and its sec
retary, Dr. Robert Henderson (left), ex-
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'International complications, 
economic crises, changes in lead
ership, domestic upheavals could 
produce situations in which one 
or another group of extremists 
would want to use the Baha'is 
for a scapegoat, as has happened 
repeatedly in the last 150 years.' 

respect the civil rights of all its citizens 
including the Baha'is who are not pro
tected under the Constitution that was 
put in place after the Islamic Revolu
tion in 1979. 

This latest resolution-also the third 
since 1982-has 90 co-sponsors in the 
House and 39 in the Senate. 

Although no Baha'i has been ex
ecuted in Iran since last September and 
none has been arrested since last Feb-

plain one of the exhibits that accompa
nied their testimony June 29 before the 
House Subcommittee on Human Rights 
and International Organizations. 

mary, said Dr. Kazemzadeh, "the 
Iranian authorities have not given any 
indication of relenting in their explicit
ly stated purpose of destroying the Ba
ha'i community ... " 

After listing a number of hopeful 
signs concerning the treatment of 
Iran's Baha'i community in recent 
months, Dr. Kazemzadeh said, "It is 
an unfortunate fact that the persecu
tion of the Iranian Baha'is has not end
ed and may at any time flare up again 
in its.most savage forms. 

"International complications, eco
nomic crises, changes in leadership, 
domestic upheavals could produce sit
uations in which one or another group 
of extremists would want to use the Ba
ha'is for a scapegoat, as has happened 
repeatedly in the last 150 years." 

Dr. Henderson presented the testi
mony of two Baha'is who, he said, 
"cannot appear in person because 
threats have been made against mem
bers of their families still living in 
Iran. " 

Both of these individuals, according 
to their testimony, were harassed, im
prisoned and tortured by Islamic au
thorities before they were able to flee 
the country. 

The National Assembly also 
presented Iranian government doc
uments showing instances in which Ba
ha'is in that country were dismissed 
from schools and employment, denied 
business licenses, pensions, inheri
tance, compensation for injury and 
even a proper burial, and had legal 
marriages annulled by the courts. 

In every case, the reason given was 
none other than membership in the 
"errant sect," that is, the Baha'i Faith. 

Nevertheless, said Dr. Kazemzadeh, 
"in 1987 there began to appear signs of 
change in the Iranian government's 
treatment of Baha'is." 

Since last September, he told the 



Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh (right), the U.S. 
National Spiritual Assembly's secre
tary for External Affairs, testifies be-

Subcommittee, "no Baha'i has been 
executed; and no Baha'i has been ar
rested since February 1988. 

"Moreover, there has been a signif
icant reduction in the number of Ba
ha'is held in the various Iranian pris
ons. 

"Eighteen months ago more than 
750 Baha'is were in prison. The latest 
data show 152 .... 

"Until recently, for every Baha'i re
leased, another one would be jailed. 
Currently, releases occur without new 
arrests, thus genuinely reducing the Ba
ha'i prison population. 

"There have been no reports of tor
ture inflicted on any Baha'i prisoners 
in the last several months," said Dr. 
Kazemzadeh, "and there are indica
tions that the general treatment of pris
oners has been somewhat improved." 

For the first time, he added, "a few 
Baha'is have been issued visas and per
mitted legally to leave the country .... 

"In several instances Baha'is whose 
homes, shops or farms had been con-

fore the House Foreign Affairs Com
mittee's Subcommittee on Human 
Rights and International Organiza-

fiscated were permitted to resume 
ownership. It must be noted, however, 
that as of now only a small fraction of 
confiscated properties has been re
turned." 

One of the most encouraging devel
opments, said Dr. Kazemzadeh, "has 
occurred in the field of education," as 
some Baha'i students who had been ex
pelled from schools and colleges have 
been invited to resume their studies. 

"We do not know how many," he 
said, "and it remains to be seen 
whether the right to education will be 
extended to all Baha'is or will be 
granted only in exceptional cases." 

In the absence of firm data, Dr. Ka
zemzadeh said, "it is futile to speculate 
about the reasons for the change in the 
treatment of the Baha'is by the au
thorities in Iran. 

"Whatever the reasons, we welcome 
the change and hope that it will con
tinue until the Iranian Baha'is are 
guaranteed all their human rights." 

And despite the recent improvement 

tions. Looking on is the National As
sembly's secretary, Dr. Robert C. Hen
derson. 

in their condition, he said, "American 
Baha'is hope th'at the United States will 
continue to show, through its elected 
representatives in Congress, its concern 
for the fate of the Iranian Baha'i com
munity .... 

"The case of the Baha'is in Iran," 
Dr. Kazemzadeh concluded, "is such a 
pure instance of religious persecution 
that it may serve as ~n archetype. 

"The American Baha'is hope that 
advocacy of the cause of the Iranian 
Baha'is would not only alleviate the 
sufferings of the Iranian Baha'is but 
help all who suffer persecution for 
their faith." 
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Canada 

'Festival of Spirit' celebrates arts 

There was a burgeoning of creative 
expression at Canada's first "Festival 
of the Human Spirit," which was held 
June 30-July 3 at the University of 
Western Ontario in London, Ontario. 

The focus of the event was the im
portance of the arts in celebrating the 
beauty and diversity of the human 
spirit and contributing to a better 
world. 

An estimated 1,000 people attended 
the festival, which was sponsored by 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Canada and the Baha'i Arts Council of 
Canada, an organization that was 
formed as a goal of the Six Year Plan. 

At one of the opening sessions, Dr. 
Hossain Danesh, secretary of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Canada, 
paraphrased a Japa,nese Haiku: 
"When the almond tree was asked of 
God, it blossomed." 

There was much evidence of blos
soming in the multi-faceted artistic pre
sentations, exhibits, talks about mar
riage and education, and activities for 
children and youth, all of which served 
to encourage and integrate the artistic 
and intellectual capacities of the Baha'i 
and non-Baha'i participants (about 
one-third of the performers were not 
Baha'is). 

Highlights on the main stage includ
ed music by Andrew Pemberton-Pig
gott; santour player Kiu Haghighi ac
companied by his daughter, Keely, and 
Nancy Ward; a celebration of the folk
lore of French Canada presented by 
Ellie Melling-Cyr and a company of 18 
singers, dancers and musicians; and the 
premiere of a ballet based on the story 
of Badi', performed by Roderick John
son & Co. 

Among other evening events were a 
disco dance for people of all ages and 
two evenings of late-night informal 
performances (music, poetry and 
story-telling) hosted by Nancy Acker-
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Among the highlights were talks 
and poetry readings by Roger 
White; a slide presentation and 
talks by Fan'burz Sahba, who 
designed the Baha'i House of 
Worship in India; and a slide 
presentation and talk by artist 
and Counsellor Donald Rogers. 

man, a member of the Arts Council. 
Many other presentations, perfor

mances and workshops were held in va
rious buildings on campus. Topics 
ranged from "Educating Children for 
a Peaceful W orId: The Role of the 
Arts" to "The Art of Japanese Flower 
Arranging," "Sacred Ceremonial 
Sand Painting" and "Out of Africa: 
Views and Fashions." 

Dramatic performances included a 
play, "Anticipation," by John Dunn; 
"The Passing of Exquisite Music," a 
one-woman play about Martha Root, 
written and directed by Ann Boyles 
and performed by Susan Lyons; and 
"Lord of the Flies," a creative adapta
tion acted by children (ages 9-16) under 
the direction of Daniel Danis of Group 
Capture. 

Among other highlights were talks 
and poetry readings by poet Roger 
White' a slide presentation and talks by 
archit;ct Fariburz Sahba, who design
ed the Baha'i House of Worship in In
dia; and a slide presentation and talk 
by artist and Counsellor Donald Rog
ers. 

Americans who took part in the fes
tival included Kiu and Keely Haghighi 
(santour/piano), Mark Ochu (concert 
pianist), Donna Kime (jazz/classical 
fusion singer/pianist), and Deborah 
Chicurel Conow and Anne Gordon At
kinson who performed dramatized 
versiods of the poetry of Roger White 

with music by Donna Kime and light
ing by designer Danny Phillips. 

Festival exhibits included works by 
five contemporary Canadian artists, 
four of whom are non-Baha'is: Donald 
Rogers, Greg Curnoe, Jamelie Hassan, 
Geoffrey Holdsworth and Susan 
Shantz. 

In addition, a "Festival Emporium" 
featured art works and crafts for sale. 

The children's program included 
many quality performances and work
shops in dance, drama and music. The 
Children's Festival Choir, composed 
~f many of the children at the festival, 
performed for everyone at the closing 
ceremony. 

Also provided was a day care pro
gram with arts and other activities for· 
children under five years of age. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Canada has decided to make the Fes
tival of the Human Spirit an annual 
event during the remainder of the Six 
Year Plan. 

Next year's festival is tentatively 
scheduled to be held in eastern Ca
nada, with the following year's in one 
of the western provinces. 

The power of the spirit was certainly 
evident at this first festival celebrating 
the diversity and creativity of humani
ty. Future festivals promise an even 
more abundant blossoming of the ar
tistic efforts of Baha'is and their 
guests.-Anne Gordon Atkinson 



Tanzania 

Report on 'dynamic' Ruaha School 

The first Baha'i secondary school in 
Africa is a dynamic place to visit and to 
pioneer. The Ruaha Technical Secon
dary School, which is nestled on some 
50 acres along the Ruaha River and 
several kilometers outside the town of 
Iringa, Tanzania, at an elevation of 
about 5,000 feet, was begun a mere 
three years ago with the laying of the 
foundation stone on October 29, 1985. 

Only SS days later, when the first 
classroom building was completed and 
the school administrators asked per
mission to open, the government Min
istry of Education was astonished, and 
sent several officers to check the build
ings. They were quickly reassured, and 
classes began on March 27, 1986, with 
students in Form I, the first year of 
high school. Now in its third year of 
operation, the school has Forms I, II 
and III with about 300 students. Plans 
are to continue adding students until 
Forms I-VI are included; the latter two 
Forms are above the usual four of high 
school and will teach the technical sub
jects-air conditioning and refrigera
tion, auto mechanics and electric 
power production are some of the pos
sibilities. 

The school is on property donated 
by the Town Council of Iringa. All 
buildings are constructed of brick 
which is tued right on the property; 
they include classrooms, a science lab, 
offices, a canteen and shop for every
day items, a staff room, and teachers' 
housing. The school is owned by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Tan
zania and approved by the country's 
Ministry of Education. 

This article on the Bahd'f-operated 
Ruoha Technical Secondary School in 
[ringa, Tanzania, was written by Lau
rel West Kessler of Shingletown, Cali
fornia, who visited the school with her 
family in August 1987. 

Besides regular classwork, each 
student takes part in regularly 
scheduled activities in self-reli
ance-carrying bricks, planting 
bananas, digging foundations, 
watering and weeding his own 10 
trees (gifts of the Town Coun
cil), and so on. 

The curriculum, which is determined 
by the Ministry, includes English, Swa
hili (the national language), geog
raphy, history,· agriculture, chemistry, 
physics, biology, political science, 
mathematics and religion-Christian, 
Islamic and Baha'i studies. Students sit 
for examinations in these subjects at 
the end of Forms II and IV. Besides 
regular classwork, each student takes 
part in regularly scheduled activities in 
self-reliance-carrying bricks, planting 
bananas, digging foundations, water
ing and weeding his own 10 trees (gifts 
of the Town Council), and so on. 
These activities are designed to foster 
pride in the school based on participa
tion in all its aspects. 

The headmaster, Hushang Garm
roud, is originally from Iran. He and 
his wife, Susan, who is from Lebanon, 
have lived in Iringa for 12 years while 
Mr. Garmroud gained excellent exper
ience in a growing secondary school 
following his education in India. Mrs. 
Garmroud studied at the American 
University in Beirut and has served as 
one of the school's English teachers. 
Three of their four children were born 
in Iringa. 

As of March 1988, four pioneers 
were on the staff-an Australian with 
experience in teaching science, and 
three Americans, one of whom is train
ed in agriculture and oversees the 
banana plantation and agriculture 

classes. Another is setting up the tech
nical aspects of the school, while the 
third teaches English. The remaining 
teachers are Tanzanians, two of whom 
were trained abroad, the others locally. 

Already, the school is highly re
spected for its high standard of instruc
tion and for efficiently building and 
outfitting its facilities. Evidence of this 
respect can be found in the many re
quests for enrollment of their children 
by local and national government of
ficials. Emphasis is placed on regular 
attendance by students and teachers, 
and on the use of English throughout 
the school, in and out of classes. In 
cases of infractions of school rules, 
parents are called to the school for con
sultation, and students often must per
form extra work as punishment. In ad
dition, free after-school tutorial ses
sions are held for students who need 
extra help. 

With a pump producing plenty of 
clean water and a small shop selling a 
number of household items, the school 
serves the nearby community and has 
also hosted student teachers from the 
training college in Iringa. Especially 
for students, the school shows weekly 
video tapes, serves inexpensive snacks 
in the canteen, and sponsors clubs. For 
example, the science club recently built 
a demonstration solar water heater. 

Among the attractions for pioneers 
to Iringa are a pleasant climate, elec
tricity and running water in the staff 
housing, a friendly staff of fellow 
workers, a community of about 200 
Baha'is in Iringa itself with a fairly new 
Baha'i Center, and a Baha'i-run nurs
ery school in Iringa. Expansion plans 
at the school include hostels for stu
dents and classrooms in which to house 
additional students and the technical 
program. 
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The world 

'Street plays' aid India development 

An innovative rural development 
project was held last April 1-6 in In
dia's Jhabua District. Using drama, 
the projecteers aimed at motivating 
tribal villagers in self-development. 
The project was organized by the Jha
bua local center of the Baha'i Voca
tional Institute for Rural Women, In
dore, and sponsored by CAPART 
(Ministry of Rural Development, Gov
ernment of India). 

The project director, Miss Janak 
Palta, has established excellent rela
tions with the government and other 
officials, all of whom have praised the 
project highly. 

Five coordinators from each of the 
district's five villages were chosen and 
trained in rural development. They 
deepened their understanding of the 
needs and demands of village life and 
how to take the initiative to resolve dif
ficulties and meet those needs. 

Nearly 300 tribal members in each of 
the villages enjoyed and responded to 
educational "street plays" staged by 
the projecteers. The villagers expressed 
their appreciation for the messages 
conveyed in the plays whose themes in
cluded health, child care, hygiene, 
water sanitation, forest development, 
education, self-employment, family 
planning, and other developmental 
issues. 

A visit to the project by Dr. Prayag 
Mahta of the government Ministry of 
Rural Development received newspa
per coverage. 

Canary Islands 
More than 100 people took part in 

the National Youth School of the Ca
nary Islands last April. Among them 
were SO youth, 20 children and 12 
seekers as well as members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Ca
nary Islands and one Auxiliary Board 
member. 
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A street play in India's Madhya Pra
desh State reflects issues related to 
health, education and agriculture to an 
audience of tribal villagers in an effort 
to impart an awareness of new ap
proaches to development. Nearly 300 

Ecuador 
The exciting finish of a 2S0 km 

(1SS-mile) foot race through the Andes 
mountains was witnessed last March 20 
by some 2,000 people gathered at 
Radio Baha'i in Otavalo. 

The crowd welcomed more than 300 
runners who had begun at dawn the 
day before to cover the rugged, moun
tainous course of a "Chasqui for 
Unity" sponsored by Radio Baha'i to 
mark the Baha'i new year. (Chasqui is 
a Quechuan word meaning runner
messenger, and refers to an ancient 
Andean tradition repopularized in re
cent years by Radio Baba'i.) 

The runners carried translations in 

people in each village visited enjoyed 
and responded to the educational street 
plays, which were organized by the 
Jhabua Local Centre of the Baha'i Vo
cational Institute for Rural Women, 
Indore, Madhya Pradesh. 

Quechua of the peace statement as well 
as Naw-Ruz greetings to local officials 
in 44 country towns and villages reach
ed by Radio Baha'i broadcasts. 

As excitement built among the pe0-

ple of Imbabura Province, hundreds 
gathered at the radio station in Otavalo 
for a dual celebration-the arrival of 
the runners and a festival of Andean 
music. 

The 13 groups who were finalists in 
the annual Festival of Folkloric Music 
put on a magnificent program which 
lasted into the late evening hours of 
March 20. 



Trinidad/Tobago 

Germany 

On March 21, Naw-Ruz, the prestig
ious Peutinger Collegium, an associa
tion for the promotion of humanitar
ian and cultural activities, held a gala 
dinner in Munich, Germany, to give 
public testimony to the peaceful spirit 
of tolerance shown by the Baha'is of 
Iran in their time of severe difficulty 
and to pay respect to the Faith in gen
eral. 

About 230 non-Baha'is including 
leading dignitaries and people of prom
inence from southern Germany were 
present with 10 representatives from 
the Baha'i community. 

A German member of the European 
Parliament, Dr. Otto von Habsburg, 
spoke about human rights, praised the 
teachings of Baha'u'llah and related 
them to world peace. 

The president of the Collegium com
mented that this "Baha'i evening" had 
drawn the greatest participation of any 
event that body had ever sponsored. 

Everyone at the dinner received a 
copy of the peace statement and other 
literature about the Faith. 

In 1987 the Peutinger Collegium dis
tributed copies of the peace statement 
to members of the Bavarian State Par
liament and, in December of that year, 
published an article about the persecu
tion of Baha'is in Iran in its news organ 
which is distributed to some 30,000 
leading figures in southern Germany. 

United States 

A cooperative effort encouraged by 
the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly 
and its Office of External Affairs, and 
implemented by the United Nations 
representative, has sparked participa
tion by six selected local Spiritual As
semblies in a project called "Africa 
Focus." The project's principal spon
sor is the UN Non-Governmental Liai
son Service; co-sponsor is the YMCA 
of the U.S. whose branches will serve 
as liaisons at the local level. 

Six pilot cities were chosen by the 
sponsors to initiate efforts designed to 
heighten nationwide awareness of the 
critical plight of an entire continent, 
Mrica, which was described by the 
Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, as "truly 
awakening and finding herself and 
(which) undoubtedly has a great mes
sage to give and a great contribution to 
make to the advancement of world civ
ilization. " 

The local task forces in these cities 
will be composed of civic leaders and 
representatives of various non-govern
mental organizations including the Ba
ha'i Spiritual Assemblies. Their goal 
will be to build in the community an 
awareness of Africa's economic and 
social problems and of African initia
tives being taken to solve them. Amer
ican partnership in long-term solutions 
will be crucial to the success of African 
development efforts. 

Although participation was entirely 
optional. the six Spiritual Assemblies 
in the pilot cities have eagerly chosen to 

Dr. Peter McLaren, a member oj the 
Continental Board oj Counsellors jor 
the Americas, addresses a large group 
oj Baha'is last December 12 at the 
home oj Dr. and Mrs. M.H. Jamala
badi in Trinidad, West Indies. Dr. 
McLaren described the beauty and 
magnificence oj the Baha'i House oj 
Worship near New Delhi, India, and 
spoke on a wide range oj other topics 
during the evening. 

join the effort. They are the Spiritual 
Assemblies of Atlanta, Georgia; Bir
mingham, Alabama; Boston, Massa
chusetts; Cincinnati, Ohio; Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, and New York City, 
New York. 

First and second phases of the pro
ject involving task force formation and 
consultation have already begun. Third 
phase activities are to include commu
nity-wide conferences or symposia on 
Africa, teacher workshops for curricu
lum development, fact-finding mis
sions, lecture series at universities, 
media roundtables, and other means of 
generating interest and support. 

Swaziland 
When Baha'is in a village in Swazi

land arrived to organize the funeral of 
a Baha'i in a neighboring community, 
they found that a Christian minister 
had already arranged the service. After 
agreeing that the Baha'is would carry 
on the funeral, the minister was amaz
ed to see that women could could com
plete the task. 

He asked about the Faith and invited 
the Baha'is to his church where, fol
lowing the service, each of the Baha'is 
gave a brief talk, with the meeting 
lasting for two and one-half hours. 

The minister then distributed Baha'i 
pamphlets to each of the SO adults and 
20 youth present, all of whom were 
moved by what they had heard. 
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Canada 
Howard J. Brown, a former Auxil

iary Board member and long-time 
member of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Alaska who in 1963 was the 

United Kingdom 

Pictured is the exhibit mounted by the 
Baha', Publishing Trust of the United 
Kingdom last March at the London In
ternational Book Fair. The prominent 
stall featured a wide and colorful range 
of books from many Bahd', publishers. 
The fair was officially opened by Her 
Royal Highness the Duchess of York 
whose tour of the exhibits brought her 
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first person ever to cast a vote for the 
election of the Universal House of Jus
tice, died May 27 in Palmer, Alaska, 
two months after his 79th birthday. 

past the Bahd', display. Seen here (left 
to right) are George Ballentyne from 
the Baha', Publishing Trust, Wendi 
Momen from George Ronald Publish
er, Baha'I author Joseph Sheppard, 
and Donna Adamson, director of in
formation at the Bahd', National Cen
tre in London. 

In 1957 Mr. Brown was elected a 
delegate to the first National Conven
tion of the Baha'is of Alaska and was 
elected vice-chairman of the newly 
formed National Spiritual Assembly, 
serving in that capacity for eight years 
until appointed to the Auxiliary Board 
by the Hand of the Cause of God Zik
mUah Khadem. 

In 1963, all nine members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Alaska 
were in Haifa, Israel, for the historic 
International Convention at which the 
Universal House of Justice was first 
elected. 

Since National Assemblies were 
seated alphabetically, Alaska was in 
the first row. Mr. Brown, always a 
gentleman, stood aside as the women 
took their seats in the middle of the 
row. As a result, he was seated on the 
aisle when balloting began, and was the 
first person called upon to cast a 
ballot. 

In 1948, Mr. Brown and his wife, 
Lea, had helped to form the second 
local Spiritual Assembly in Alaska, the 
Anchorage Recording District (now 
Oceanside), and in 1960 they helped 
form the first Spiritual Assembly ofthe 
Matanuska Valley before pioneering to 
Wrangell, Petersburg and Haines. 

Mr. Brown was the first person in 
Alaska to be appointed to the Aux
iliary Board. His territory included 
Washington, Idaho and northern Ore
gon. He served the Board until 1982 
when his deteriorating health forced 
him to resign. 

• 
About 25 people from the Anglican 

Church, the Uniting Church, the Cath
olic Church and the Baha'i Faith at
tended a public meeting last April 24 in 
Ontario, Canada, which was organized 
by the Richmond Hill Ecumenical 
Peace Group. 

The featured speaker was Geoffrey 
Pearson, executive director of the 
Canadian Institute for International 
Peace and Security and the son of 
former Canadian Prime Minister Les
ter Pearson. 

After he was introduced, Mr. Pear
son said that his third daughter is a Ba
ha'i, has spent some time in India and 
is presently working on a degree in re
ligious studies. 



Singapore 
On March 8, International Women's 

Day, Mrs. Shirin Fozdar, a Baha'i 
from Singapore, was given a plaque by 
the Singapore Council of Women in 
appreciation of her work for the equal
ity of men and women and women's 
rights. 

More than 100 people attended the 
event, many of whom had an oppor
tunity to hear about the Baha'i Faith 
for the first time. 

New Zealand 

Baha'is presented two papers last 
May 12-15 at the World Conference on 
Refugee Mental Health in Wellington, 
New Zealand. 

More than 200 people attended the 
event including the governor-general, 
the minister of social welfare, the 
United Nations high commissioners for 
refugees from Bangkok, Canberra and 
Geneva, and representatives of scores 
of other organizations. 

The papers presented by the Baha'is, 
one on refugee mental health and the 
other on the New Zealand Baha'i Ref
ugee Resettlement Program, were re
ceived with considerable interest by the 
24 attendees in spite of three simul
taneous alternative programs. 

The Baha'i participation in the event 
led to many opportunities to present 
the principles of the Faith and to foster 
cordial relations with the community at 
large. 

• 
Four Baha'i communities in and 

around Auckland, New Zealand, re
cently braved wet weather to dedicate a 
Baha'i Peace Grove in Marlborough 
Park, Glenfield. 

Ivory Coast 
During Intercalary Days last Feb

ruary, the Baha'is of Danane, Ivory 
Coast, went to the local prison to serve 
lunch to its 178 inmates. 

At midday, the prisoners were 
brought from their cells to the court
yard. A prayer for forgiveness was 
read, followed by a talk and guidance 
relating to the question, "Should a 
criminal be punished?" 

The talk was based on the chapter 
"The right method of treating crimi
nals" in Some Answered Questions. 

Mrs. Fozdar was described as an ar
dent champion of women's rights, an 
influential leader, an idealist and a 
well-known social worker. 

As early as 1925 she had taken an ac
tive interest in women's issues, and in 
1952, after moving to Singapore from 
India, she founded the Singapore 
Council of Women. 

Through the council, Mrs. Fozdar 

Baha'is from Northcote, Devonport, 
Takapuna and Birkenhead attended 
the dedication at which a local member 
of Parliament, Mrs. Keall, unveiled a 
bronze plaque on which are inscribed 
the words "Dedicated to the Oneness 
of Mankind" and the name of the 
Takapuna Baha'i community. 

Children presented Mrs. Keall with 
Thoughts on Peace and a bouquet of 
flowers, and a youth acted a spokes
man for the Baha'i community, thank
ing Mrs. Keall for her participation. 

The dedication received excellent 
local newspaper coverage. 

Zambia 
During a visit last March 3 to the 

William Mmutle Maseltha Baba'i In
stitute, R.C. Kamanga, chairman of 
the Rural Development Committee, 
the highest-ranking policy-making 
body in Zambia next to the Cabinet, 
praised the Baha'is for their efforts to 
develop rural areas. 

Mr. Kamanga, whose visit was part 
of a provincial tour, was accompanied 
by the district governor, representa
tives from several other ministries and 
cooperative unions, officials from par
ty headquarters, and members of the 
press. 

While inspecting the agricultural 
demonstration plots, he referred 
specifically to the cooperation between 
the Institute and the research unit of 
the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Copies of the peace statement were 
given to Mr. Kamanga and those in his 
entourage, and an article headlined 
"Baha'is Praised" appeared on the 
front page of the Sunday Times of 
Zambia. 

has worked to bring to public attention 
the discrimination and mistreatment of 
women and has campaigned against 
polygamous marriage. 

Her many activities have included 
leading delegations to international 
women's conferences, presenting lec
tures in many countries, and starting 
schools for rural children in Thailand 
and India. 

Brazil 

A recent nationwide contest for the 
design of the National Baha'i Center in 
Brasilia, Brazil, drew entries from 
some of the most prominent architects 
in that country. 

The contest was sponsored by the 
National Spiritual Assembly and plan
ned by the Brasilia section of the Bra
zilian Institute of Architects. 

Eighty-two architectural teams 
(composed of about 200 individuals) 
from 11 states in Brazil entered the 
competition. A panel of judges chosen 
by the Brazilian Institute of Architects 
included four leading Brazilian archi
tects and a representative of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, Mrs. Venus 
Sahihi Peseshk, who is herself an archi
tect. 

The Journal of the Brazilian Insti
tute of Architects advertised the con
test alongside an article about the Faith 
which included a photograph of the 
Baha'i House of Worship in India. 

The award-winning entry used con
temporary Brazilian architectural de
sign in which were incorporated Baha'i 
concepts. 

• 
An inauguration ceremony was held 

last December for the Baha'i-operated 
School of the Nations in Brasilia, 
Brazil. 

The ceremony, which marked the 
school's move to its permanent loca
tion, coincided with the week in which 
Brasilia was declared by the United Na
tions to be a "patrimony of human
ity. " 

The program included prayers and 
readings from the scriptures of many 
religions and musical performances by 
staff members. At its close, a bronze 
plaque bearing a quotation from the 
writings of Baha'u'llah was unveiled. 
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TO THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
JOYOUSLY SHARE NEWS EXCITING RECENT DEVELOPMENT. YOUTH AM· 

BASSADORS OF AMERICA, WITH HEAD OFFICE IN BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON, U.S. 
MAINLAND, SPONSORED YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAM ON MAUl PAST TWO WEEKS. 
PARTICIPANTS INCLUDED ELEVEN YOUTH, FOUR ADULTS FROM SOVIET UNION IN· 
CLUDING WIFE, CHILDREN OF MINISTER OF SCIENCE VELIKOV, PLUS FIVE YOUTH 
FROM CALIFORNIA, ABOUT FIFTEEN MAUl YOUTH AND OTHER LOCAL PEOPLE. 

LSA MAKAWAO (MAUl) VOLUNTEERED BAHA'i ASSISTANCE WITH COOKING IN· 
CLUDING ORGANIZING, SEEKING FOOD DONATIONS, PLANNING MENUS, ALL COOK· 
ING AND GENERAL CLEANUP. TWO BAHA'is FROM KAUAI, ONE YOUTH AND ONE 
ADULT .. FLEW TO MAUl TO SERVE AS FULL·TIME KITCHEN CREW AND ASSIST MAUl 
BAHA'IS. ALL WERE INTRODUCED EARLY ON AND WERE KNOWN AS BAHA'is AND RE· 
FERRED TO AS THE BAHA'i YOUTH THROUGHOUT TWO·WEEK PROGRAM. 

WONDERFUL RAPPORT ESTABLISHED, BONDING AND FRIENDSHIPS DEVELOPED, 
LEADING TO TEARFUL FAREWELLS, ENTHUSIASM TO REMAIN FRIENDS AND VISIT 
EACH OTHER'S COUNTRY. LAST NIGHT (JULY 28) DURING EVENING FAREWELL SO· 
CIAL, BAHA'i YOUTH WERE INTRODUCED AND AS THEIR FAREWELL THEY PRE· 
SENTED COPIES OF 'THI!' PROMISE OF WORLD PEACE' TO EACH PARTICIPANT. EACH 
PEACE STATEMENT WAS INSCRIBED WITH FOLLOWING: 'TO THE YOUTH AM· 
BASSADORS OF THE WORLD: WE BELIEVE WORLD PEACE IS NOT ONLY POSSIBLE 
BUT INEVITABLE. WE ENCOURAGE YOU, CO·WORKERS, IN YOUR EFFORTS TO 
ACHIEVE THIS GOAL. WITH LOVE FROM YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS, THE BAHA'i 

.. ~~-'. ',.' YOUTH.' 
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Taiwan 

Teaching successes: A personal account 

The Baha'i world has been hearing 
about the successful teaching in Tai
wan from many sources, but most 
specifically from the Universal House 
of Justice. Messages relating statistics 
of the large numbers of enrollments 
and the consolidation activities have 
been circulated to National Spiritual 
Assemblies and published worldwide. 
The message dated February 7, 1988, 
reported 1,165 new believers, repre
senting a 74 per cent increase in the 
Taiwan Baha'i community's member
ship. When I left Taiwan in March 
1988 there were more than 1,500 new 
believers. The city of Taipei had, on 
one weekend, enrolled 50 new Baha'is, 
and the work continues. The needs 
were so great that the National Spir
itual Assembly had tripled its Fund 
goal, while contributions had risen by 
70 per cent. 

Why Taiwan? What makes Taiwan 
newsworthy? The Baha'i world has 
had reports of large numbers of en
rollments in the past. India's teaching 
victories are well-known, while areas in 
Africa and South America have also 
seen large increases in the number of 
enrolled Baha'is. But somehow Taiwan 
has caught the imagination of the 
friends everywhere. For many of us 
who were and are directly involved, it's 
no mystery why Taiwan is news. 

But first, a personal note: When I 
first heard, last August, that Taiwan 
had had 700 new enrollments since 
May, I was not overly excited. Like 
many who had been deeply involved in 
what we sometimes refer to as "mass 
teaching," I had become disillusioned 

This personal account of recent 
teaching successes in Taiwan was writ
ten by Jene Bellows of Skokie, Illinois, 
who spent five months in Taiwan as co
ordinator of the National Spiritual As
sembly's consolidation program. 

Andy, a new Bahd'i, signs his declara
tion card. Later his aunt also became a 

with the idea. Too often I had returned 
to places where I had previously taught 
only to find no interest or recognition 
on the part of those who had signed 
enrollment cards. More often, the new 
believers couldn't be found at all! It 
was too painful. I felt there was a cry
ing need for continuity, for a plan, for 
a support system. It seemed that all we 
ever did was "hit and run." The thrill 
was in the teaching, the enrolling. This 
I knew was not enough, but I couldn't 
change things by myself. 

I had found my teaching niche work
ing with the Chinese. Let others, I told 
myself, experience the heartache of try
ing to locate mass-taught new believers 
for consolidation purposes. I was fin
ished with mass teaching campaigns. 

Then I was asked to go to Taiwan to 

Bohd'( and rented a Center for the 
Faith in Chiayi, Taiwan. 

coordinate the National SpiritUal As
sembly's consolidation program. Now, 
that got my attention! The National 
Spiritual Assembly of Taiwan had 
plans to teach and consolidate, all at 
the same time! It seemed a dream come 
true. I couldn't wait to go. 

I stayed in Taiwan for five months. 
So much happened, and it wasn't al
ways easy. After working so closely 
with the National SpiritUal Assembly, 
the Auxiliary Board members, and the 
many lovely friends-Chinese, pio
neers and traveling teachers-in that 
vibrant community I would love to 
share the stories everywhere if I could. 

But I want to tell of the victories, 
which are by no means limited to the 
number of enrollments. The new be
lievers are happy to become Baha'is, 
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they love the teachings and are quick to 
enroll. Many are educated, thinking 
people, open to learning about the 
world. It was not hard to teach them. I 
could tell you about Yang Hong-I, Ah 
Kuan, Michael, Steve, Tony, Andy, 
Jane, Hwei Jie and many, many 
others ... all the new Chinese Baha'is 
whose hearts were touched by Baha
u'lhlli. I remember and still share 
through correspondence the joy of 
these new believers. 

But to my mind the story to tell first 
is that of the teachers who overcame 
self and ego every day, and taught the 
Faith with such love: the young Malay
sian girls; a Japanese youth who is an 
example to young Baha'is everywhere; 
the traveling teachers who came from 
Alaska, Australia, Hong Kong, Ma
cau, Malaysia, Singapore and the 
United States. I remember laughter 
and tears, silliness and sadness, pray
ing and playing. And I remember hard
earned wisdom. 

Consultation! I remember consulta
tion: mini-courses, multi-languages, all 
working, teaching, praying together. 
We overcame differences because all 
decisions were made through consulta
tion. Love and respect were the result. 

In the beginning the enrollments 
were youth. Soon after I arrived last 
October, I made my first full circuit 
around the island to the teaching sites. 
Of all the new believers, I met only two 
adults at that time. When I left Tai
wan, however, there were many adults 
among the new believers. . . whole 
families had become Baha'is ... the 
police chief of a village, high-school 
teachers, business people, to name a 
few. The new believers were bringing 
their friends and family members to 
meet the Baha'is, to help them learn 
about Baha'u'llAh. 

Most of the teaching, at least ini
tially, was done in local tea and coffee 
houses. It is the way in Taiwan. In the 
U.S., the young people hang out in 
shopping malls. When I was young, we 
hung out in drug stores. The youth 
gathering places were where the Ba
ha'is made friends and taught the 
Faith. 

As success followed success, the Uni
versal House of Justice spread the news 
around the Baha'i world. National 
Spiritual Assemblies responded to the 
call for help and made goals to send 
traveling teachers to Taiwan. Many 
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The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Taiwan meets to discuss progress in the 

country's teaching campaign. 

Bahd'{ teachers pause to celebrate the Chinese new year in Taiwan. 

young people soon arrived to help; but 
a significant development helped 
broaden the base of enrollments: older 
Baha'is, adults from other countries, 
joined the teams. A member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Alaska 
came to Taiwan for three months. 
With one of the Malaysian Chinese 
teachers, she moved into the Baha'i 
Center in Makung City, in the Peng Hu 

Islands (formerly the Pescadores). A 
wonderful couple, senior citizens from 
Vancouver, Canada, rented their home 
and came to Taiwan for fOUT months 
and lived, with a Taiwanese girl, in the 
Baha'i Center in Taidong, a town in 
southeastern Taiwan where about 400 
young people had become Baha'is 
within a few weeks. 

Other adults soon joined the teams. 



Old and young alike worked side by 
side, teaching and deepening. The 
younger new believers showered love 
on the older BahA'i friends. The di
versity of the teachers attracted con
siderable attention, and the credibility 
of the teaching work was enhanced. To 
the Chinese, age is an asset. The older 
you are, the more important you are in 
the family and the more respect you 
have earned. For many months, the 
teachers on the teams had all been 
younger people. It wasn't until the 
gray-haired friends joined the teaching 
teams that the older Chinese began to 
listen. And to enroll. 

And what of consolidation? This is 
the question on everyone's mind. How 
does it work? Does it work? The 
friends are looking for a model, for a 
guaranteed successful way to teach-to 
expand and consolidate. 

There is no guarantee, except to fol
low the teachings given to us so gen
erously by the Central Figures of the 
Faith and our beloved Universal House 
of Justice. 

The letters from the Guardian and 
the House of Justice published in the 
booklet "A Special Measure of Love" 
tell us what to do. The letters from 
'Abdu'l-Baha in the Tablets of the 
Divine Plan tell us how to teach, as do 
the letters and instructions of the Guar-

The Universal House of Justice's peace 
statement is presented to Father Jack, 
a Catholic missionary in Shan Mei 

dian in The Advent of Divine Justice. 
It is not a secret. 

In Taiwan there was unity. There 
was obedience. There was love. There 
was audacity. There was creativity. 
There was perseverance. There was 

Street teaching in one of Taiwan's many towns and villages. 

Chuen, a small village in the Chiagi 
mountains. He has been a strong friend 
of the Baha'Is. 

sacrifice. There was prayer. There was 
humility. And there were tests. Group 
tests were resolved through consulta
tion. The only time we got in trouble 
was when we didn't follow through on 
the decisions that were made. Some
times there were misunderstandings 
about a decision. That's when trust 
came in, and flexibility accompanied 
by a willingness to sacrifice self. I saw 
the friends, all of us, members of in
stitutions, and teachers young and old, 
grow. Maturity was the result. 

It all began with the National Spir
itual Assembly. Several years ago, 
when the Universal House of Justice 
called for a vast increase in the en
rollment of new believers from all 
strata of society, the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Taiwan obeyed. It de
cided to launch a widespread teaching 
campaign. When I visited Taiwan in 
1986, I knew there was such a cam
paign, but I heard no news of great 
success at the time. But they per
severed. 

Then the enrollments began to come 
in. Starting in May 1987 the increase 
became significant. I asked a few of the 
teachers who had been working with 
the campaign from the beginning to 
share with me their impressions of the 
reason for this success. 
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Another new Taiwanese Baha'i signs his declaration card. 

A deepening session is held at the Baha'{ Center in Makung, Taiwan. 

They had been teaching for some 
time, I was told, but with few enroll
ments. Although self-conscious, they 
were determined. One weekend, feeling 
somewhat subdued in spirit, they went 
to the home of one of the pioneers who 
had been in Asia for more than 30 
years and had taken part, with the 
Hand of the Cause of God Dr. Mu
hAjir, in many teaching efforts in 
Korea, the Philippines and Japan. 
They shared teaching stories, studied 
the Writings, and prayed together. 
They fell in love with Baha'u'lilih all 
over again, with a new depth of com-
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mitment and understanding. They also 
fell in love with each other. And they 
decided to take that love to the people 
of Taiwan. 

From that time on they "loved" the 
people into the Faith, sharing the mes
sage with their hearts, yet following 
always the guidance of the Universal 
House of Justice regarding enrolling 
mass-taught believers. They brought 
the love of Baha'u'llah and His plan 
for world peace to the people of Tai
wan. I saw this and was privileged to be 
a part of it. 

The other story to tell is that of the 

National Spiritual Assembly. The 
working relationship we had with that 
institution is an example for local and 
national Assemblies everywhere. 

When I went to Taiwan my assign
ment was to coordinate the consolida
tion-but as time went by the National 
Spiritual Assembly, in its wisdom, rea
lized that expansion and. consolidation 
had to work hand-in-hand. The coordi
nator of the teaching work and I were 
paired as coordinators of the project. 
This was not easy for either of us, but 
the National Assembly trusted us to 
work together. The campaign was on 
our shoulders, we were told. But we 
weren't left alone; we had instant ac
cess to the National Assembly, giving 
us the support and guidance of that in
stitution, in a tangible way, whenever 
we asked for and needed it. We all 
worked together. There was a shared 
commitment that placed no member of 
the Faith higher than another. We all 
had our jobs to do: National Assembly 
members, teachers, and coordinators. 
There was mutual respect and trust, 
not to mention deep love and apprecia
tion. There was unity. 

And there was a plan. The National 
Assembly told us we could not open a 
new locality without finding and rent
ing a Center as soon as possible. The 
new believers needed a place to go im
mediately. The Center had to be open 
every night, easily accessible to the new 
friends. One or two people had to live 
in the Center. And of course, the Cen
ter was to be the home base for the 
teachers who traveled on a circuit, as 
assigned, to visit and go back and forth 
to the areas where they had been teach
ing. 

Systems for follow-up were imple
mented. Traveling teachers who joined 
the teams had to be briefed by the co
ordinators before they could take part. 
The National Assembly established a 
minimum of rules, regulations and 
guidelines. We who were working in 
the field were expected to work out our 
day-to-day activities. There was no 
strict hierarchy. Any teacher or other 
individual who felt the need could by
pass the coordinators and go directly to 
the National Spiritual Assembly for 
guidance. 

New believers were included and in
volved in the activities from the outset. 
And they came to the Centers at night, 
after finishing their work or studies, to 



pray with us before going home to bed. 
Everywhere we went we heard "Allah'
u'Abha." 

One of the most important elements 
of any teaching campaign is communi
cation. Without adequate communica
tion there can't be unity. All nine mem
bers of the National Spiritual Assem
bly were involved, and it was obvious 
to us that not only did every member 
know exactly what was going on, but 
that the teaching campaign was top pri
ority on everyone's agenda. The unity 
was there. But without close communi
cation with the National Assembly we, 
the teachers and coordinators, could 
have become the victims of doubt. 
Small concerns would have grown 
larger. Incomplete or inaccurate infor
mation shared with the decision
makers could have led to wrong decis
ions, thus slowing down and confusing 
the work. The National Assembly was 
on top of every aspect of the campaign, 
and responded immediately to our 
needs. This, I believe, was the founda
tion of its success. 

Another thought relates to consoli
dation. That's where the tests come in. 
Consolidation is a long process; some 
people respond immediately while 
others take longer. Some never become 
active. It takes perseverance and pa
tience. And it takes teaching to keep 
consolidation going. Without the spirit 
of teaching, the consolidation work be
comes a chore. A fine balance must be 
maintained. All who are involved-

rl!l·r(JIUlI!nJ. a member 

Baha'is old and new gather at the new 
Baha'i Center in Chiayi, Taiwan. The 

teachers and administrators-must be 
flexible. What worked last week may 
not work this week. What worked in 
Africa may not work in Taiwan. What 
worked in Taiwan may not work in the 
U.S. or anywhere else. 

What does work is following the 
principles, teachings and guidelines 
already given to us. 'Abdu'l-Baha told 
us to make a beginning and all would 
come right. That is what Taiwan did. It 
made a beginning when the National 
Spiritual Assembly obeyed the Univer
sal House of Justice's call for a vast in
crease in the enrollment of new be
lievers. And when difficulties arose, 

of the National Spiritual Assembly 0/ in Tsaofun. 

author is seated at the right in the/ront 
row. 

the friends didn't give up. They per
severed. 

When I went to Taiwan it was to join 
a six-month campaign; but after I ar
rived the National Spiritual Assembly 
told us there was no termination date. 
The teaching campaign would not end. 
It was to become a way of life for the 
Baha'i community. 

Indeed, how can it be otherwise? Do 
we stop teaching after we have reached 
some numerical goal? Is there anyone 
we can leave out, anyone who doesn't 
need to hear of Baha'u'llAh? Didn't the 
House of Justice send its message of 
peace to all the peoples of the world? 
We know the answers to these ques
tions. 

What makes Taiwan news? Is it so 
different? Not really. We can all do the 
same. Perhaps the reason for the deep 
interest in Taiwan's success is that we 
are all restless to get on with establish
ing the World Order of Baha'u'llAh. 
After all, that is our goal, our reason 
for being. We have our administrative 
institutions .in place, we are involved 
with social and economic development 
projects around the world, our offices 
of external affairs have successfully 
brought to the attention of the world's 
leaders the suffering of the blessed 
martyrs in Iran. Our Faith has truly 
emerged from obscurity. All that is left 
is to fill in our ranks, to TEACH! 
reACH! TEACH! To "lay aside (our) 
every minor concern" and TEACH the 
Cause! 
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United States 

Indians consult at Indigenous Council 

The winds blew steadily from north, 
south, east and west August 1 wel
coming Indian people from all parts of 
the Americas to the fifth Continental 
Indigenous Council at Indian Memo
rial Park on the edge of the Standing 
Rock Reservation in South Dakota. 

The days were blessed with rain, 
bringing to an end a long drought in 
the northern plains. 

These seemed to be physical mani
festations of the spiritual refreshment 
brought to the area by the gathering of 
more than 400 people including more 
than 300 from nearly 60 tribes who met 
to consult on the spiritual well-being 
and unity of their people and the long
awaited fulfillment of their prophecies. 

The Continental Indigenous Coun
cils, sponsored by the Baha'is, are held 
every 2-3 years with the meeting-place 
rotating among Alaska, Canada and 
the U.S. 

This year's Council was sponsored 
by the U.S. National Spiritual Assem
blyand held August 1-5 in the approxi
mate geographical center of the North 
American continent. 

Indian communities around the 
world were represented as tribal mem
bers came from Greenland, Canada 
(including the Yukon territories north 
of the Arctic Circle), Costa Rica, the 
U.S. and even Australia. 

A roll call underscored the great 
diversity of tribes present with 
everyone from Athabascan and Aztec 
to Yaqui and Yuchi and many tribes in 
between among those who identified 
themselves. 

In traditional American Indian style 
there were no keynote speakers; in
stead, there was a format in which par
ticipation by all those attending was 
encouraged. 

Consultation was held on the spir
itual destiny of the Indian people, and 
thanks were given to Baha'u 'llah for 
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Counsellors Jacqueline Delahunt (left) 
and Lauretta King congratulate Lakota 
hoop dancer Dallas Chief Eagle, who 

having "brought brothers from all 
four directions together finally." 

An address was made by a special 
guest, Hooper Dunbar, a member of 
the Universal House of Justice who 
was welcomed as a long-lost brother by 
many of those present who remem
bered his many teaching trips to their 
native lands. 

Mr. Dunbar pointed out that Indians 
have the largest population of all races 
in the Baha'i Faith, but that the North 
American Indians represent only a 
small percentage of that population. 

In our quest to spread the Message 
of Baha'u'llah, he said, we must be 
"warriors of the spirit" against our 

declared his belief in Bahti'u 'lltih short
ly after performing at the Continental 
Indigenous Council. 

lower selves. 
"Teaching the Faith," said Mr. 

Dunbar, "will attract the Holy Spirit's 
assistance to help break the horse of 
the lower spirit." 

Other Baha'i guests taking part in 
the Council included Lauretta King, a 
TIingit from Alaska who is a Coun
sellor member of the International 
Teaching Centre in Haifa, Israel, and 
four Counsellors for the Americas: 
Jacqueline Delahunt, a member of the 
Lakota tribe; Ruth Pringle, William 
Roberts and Fred Schechter. 

National Spiritual Assemblies rep
resented were those of the U.S. (by Al
berta Deas; Robert Henderson; Ches-



A colorful sign beckons Council par
ticipants to take a break. 

ter Kahn, a Navajo from Arizona; 
Dorothy Nelson and James Nelson); 
Alaska (by Eugene King, a Tlingit 
elder, and Walter Austin); Canada (by 
Louise Leblanc of the TlingitiTut
chone tribes); and Mexico (by Carmen 
de Burafato). 

They were joined by two Auxiliary 
Board members, Steven Birkland and 
Kevin Locke, a member of the Stand
ing Rock Lakota tribe. 

Several traditional native leaders, 
both men and women, also were pres-

The Council is enlivened by spirited Singers of Big Eagle, South Dakota. 
drumming from the Running Antelope 

ent to lend their guidance and prayers. 
The first two days of the Council 

were spent in fellowship as the friends 
set up their campsites and watched the 
"big top" go up for the Council circle. 
The next three days were devoted to 
consultation, prayer and celebration. 

The consensus of consultation was, 
as indicated in a message sent to the 
Universal House of Justice, that al
though they gratefully acknowledge 
the help of non-Indian homefront pio
neers and traveling teachers, the Indian 

Baha'is feel ready to assume a greater 
responsibility in spreading the Message 
of Baha'u'lhih among their people, 
moving steadily forward in a spirit of 
unity to fulfill their destiny as set forth 
by 'Abdu'l-Baha in the Tablets of the 
Divine Plan. 

To open the Council, Mr. Locke de
scribed the vision of the great chief Ta
tanka Iyotake, Sitting Bull, who under
stood and articulated the spiritual 
power inherent in the Indian people. 

Around 1890 Sitting Bull called a 
gathering of tribes to consult about the 
spiritual health and survival of native 
peoples, saying to them, "Let us put 
our hearts together and see what future 
we can make for our children." 

Before the meeting could be held, 
however, Sitting Bull was killed by 
government police who feared an In
dian uprising. 

As consultation at this latest Council 
began it was pointed out that this "cir
cle of tribes" had come together "to 
bring unity not only to our tribes, but 
to all humankind." 

A call for pledges, symbolizing the 
readiness of Indian believers to "shed 
illumination upon the world," resulted 
in more than 100 pledges from non-Ba
ha'is as well as Baha'i participants. 

A brief time-out from consultation for a spirited game of volleyball. 

A number of discussion groups were 
held to focus consultation on par
ticular areas of interest: 
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As is evident from this picture, the 
weather during the Indigenous Council 

• Arlene Trouse, a member of the 
Lummi/Coast Sahsh tribe from Bell
ingham, Washington, and. Woody 
Blackcloud, a HunkpapaiLakota from 
Little Eagle, South Dakota, led a dis
cussion on the goals of the Six Year 
Plan and the readiness of the Indian 
Baha'is to bring the Faith to their peo
ple. 

• Mary Jane Litchard, an Eskimo 
now living in Mobridge, South Da
kota, led a group discussion on the role 
of women as peace-makers. 

• Atwell Seward, a Cherokee from 
Vermillion, South Dakota, and Dalen 
Corazon from Forest Park, Illinois, 
conducted a workshop on family life. 

• Lorraine Mafi-Williams, an Abo
rigine from Australia, came to the 
Council to share the wisdom of the 
Aboriginal culture and prophecies. 

• John Robinson of Redmond, 
Washington, facilitated a group discus
sion on race unity. 

• Charles and Lois Myers-Pelton of 
Aberdeen, South Dakota, led a work
shop entitled "Peacemaking from 
Within." 

The Counsellors and members of 
National Spiritual Assemblies were 
asked to address the Council, and each 
offered the love and support of the in
stitutions of the Faith to help bring in
to being the spiritual destiny of the 
American Indians. 
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ranged from hot to cold and from wet 
to dry. 

Another moving speech was made by 
100year-old Demarus Teruk, an Es
kimo Baha'i from Mobridge who was 
trained in public speaking by Gayle 
Woolson of Evanston, Illinois. 

The members of the U. S. National 
Assembly hosted a reception for the 
Tribal Council chairman and Councils 
of North and South Dakota and also 
met with the Cheyenne River Tribal 
Council and the Looking Horse family 
which keeps the original sacred pipe of 
the Lakota. 

Following the Council, the National 
Assembly held its regular monthly 
meeting in Mobridge. 

Among a contingent of SO Navajo 
Baha'is from Arizona who came to the 
Council were the Pine Spring Singers, a 
group of young boys who played 
drums and sang, encouraging everyone 
to dance, and a group of young girls in 
traditional Navajo dress who circu
lated through the audience, greeting 
the guests and offering them pieces of 
candy. 

Some of the older Navajo women 
also wore lovely traditional dresses of 
buckskin. 

The gathering also enjoyed pow
wow style dancing to the drums of the 
Running Antelope Singers, fiddle play
ing by Riel Aubuchon from British Co
lumbia, Canada, Eskimo drumming by 
Jens Lyberth from the Northwest Ter
ritories, and a traditional Hawaiian 
dance by Norman Ing. 

A Wopila, or ceremony of thanks
giving, was held to offer thanks for the 
Revelation of Baha'u'llAh. 

A tribute of honor was paid to those 
who had passed on, while a naming 
ceremony was held for two children 
who were receiving their Indian names. 

The families of the children gave 
presents to friends in honor of their 
children, and a general gift-giving 
ceremony was held at which others of
fered presents to thank or to welcome 
one another. 

Four "tipis" were set up next to the 
larger Council tent, the first and largest 

Young Baha'is study the 'Word of God' deepening booklet. 



of which was used to house the child
ren's classes. 

The children, Indian and non-In
dian, Baha'i and non-Baha'i, learned 
Baha'i songs from many Indian cul
tures and took part in an archaeo
logical walk along the banks of the 
nearby Missouri River to study the re
mains of two ancient Indian villages. 

An audio-visual program about an
cient Arikara Indian settlements in the 
Missouri River area was shown at an 
amphitheatre in the campground. 

In the second tipi, an Intensive Study 
Institute for youth was held using as its 
text the "Word of God" booklet. 

The other two tipis were set up for 
personal prayer and for registration. 
Fires were kept burning in two of the 
tipis, as temperatures during the week 
ranged from hot to quite chilly. 

Hooper Dunbar, a member of the Uni
versal House of Justice, uses the <talk
ing stick' to address the Council. 

A fifth tipi, in a design created for 
the Council by Woody Black Cloud of 
Little Eagle, South Dakota, was paint
ed and set up by a group of pre-youth. 

On the final evening of the Council, 
a traditional Indian dinner was served 
consisting of a huge pot of stew, boiled 
in the open over a large cook-fire, with 
fry bread and choke cherry pudding. 

The food was prepared by Debbie 
End of Moon from Wakpala, South 
Dakota, helped by a group of vol un-

Above: Young and old alike join in a 
traditional Indian dance. Below: After 
all is said and done, all that remains is 

teers. 
The Council ended later in the even

ing with a "farewell circle" in which 
each person spoke for the last time to 
everyone else in the circle. 

Although sponsored by the National 
Spiritual Assembly and National 
Teaching Committee, it was pointed 
out on several occasions that the Coun
cil was actually organized in large part 
by a committee of Indian believers 
from North and South Dakota. 

to grab a few hours' sleep before re
suming one's hectic schedule. 
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Brazil 

Baha'is sponsor 'Peace Monument' 

Artist Siron Franco inspects details of ment which was dedicated September 
the BahQ'l-sponsored Peace Monu- 20 in Goiania, Brazil. 
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The following are English transla
tions of articles that appeared last May 
15 in the newspaper 0 Popular of Goi
ania, Brazil, about the Baha'i-spon
sored "Peace Monument" project in 
that city. 

• 
Front page 

In 1986, in the "Bosque de Buritis" 
botanical garden, was installed the 
base upon which is to be constructed 
the Peace Monument, which will be in
augurated September 20, International 
Peace Day. The initiative is going to be 
coordinated by Shahrokh Pezeshk, a 
member of the Baha'i community, and 
has won the support of many people 
such as Siron Franco, responsible for 
the artistic authorship of the project. 
The monument has the form of an 
hourglass, in the center of which there 
will be glass compartments containing 
earth from nine countries, representing 
the five continents. 

Second section (under the headline 
"Peace Monument, Symbol of 
Union") 
By Karla Jaime Morais 

In the song "Imagine," ex-Beatie 
John Lennon encouraged people to 
consider the possibility of a different 
world-" Imagine all the people living 
life in peace . . ." -and to accomplish 
that end, suggested the unity of man
kind in search of this common objec
tive. 

Lennon was assassinated, in one 
more proof of how fragile peace is, but 
his thoughts continue to resound: 

"You may say I'm a dreamer, but 
I'm not the only one; I hope one day 
you'll join us, and the world will be as 
one," he believed. 

Adding its voice to the chorus of 
those who sing for times of greater 
equilibrium and tranquillity, an initia
tive was born in Goiania and is being 
carried forward by a group of persons. 
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A blueprint for the Peace Monument in Goiania, Brazil. 

It is the project for the construction of 
the Peace Monument, the inauguration 
of which is scheduled for September 
20, instituted by the United Nations as 
International Peace Day. 

The idea was put forth at the time of 
the formulation of the program of the 
fourth Baha'i Week of Goiania and the 
first National Symposium on Peace in 
the Nuclear Era, which took place in 
September 1986. On that occasion, a 
tree was planted for peace, earth from 
five countries was symbolically poured 
on the spot, and the base of the monu
ment was inaugurated, in the Bosque 
de Buritis, explains Shahrokh Pezeshk, 
a member of the organizing committee 
of the sixth Baha'i Week of Goiania, 
and who is the general coordinator of 
the project. 

Shahrokh says he is wearing various 
hats for the time being, but he predicts 
that "great support" will be forth
coming from all sides, "which will 
come like an avalanche of contribu
tions of resources." And in fact, the 
proposal has been winning supporters, 
one of whom is plastic artist Siron 

Franco, responsible for the artistic de
sign of the monument. 

"At first my idea was to make a big 
column of glass, with earth from vari
ous countries, modeled after those bot
tles filled with sand that are made in 
the Northeast. The idea evolved and 
wound up as an hourglass, which arose 
in answer to a practical necessity to 
guard against vandalism, and also for 
aesthetic reasons. The hourglass is tied 
to an image of time, which flows pre
cisely where the pieces of earth will be. 
The monument may also be seen as two 
pyramids, one of which is inverted. All 
this is laden with symbolism, without 
mentioning the practical side: being in 
a higher place, the glass belt runs less 
risk of being destroyed," the artist 
stated. 

The symbolism mentioned by Siron 
is also taken up by Shahrokh: "The 
plastic form and functioning of the 
monument remind one of a stylized 
hourglass, consisting of two pyramid 
trunks, the top one being placed upside 
down over the other. As the pyramid is 
known as a symbol of concentration of 

forces and power, it expresses our ma
terial needs, in the form of science, and 
the concentration of forces of spiritual 
power, in the form of true religion or a 
philosophy of life. 

"The hourglass, representing the hu
man temple, shows the need for har
mony between the two powers, in order 
to have a complete temple," he ex
plains, in a text in which he presents a 
synthesis of the project for the con
struction of the monument. 

Continuing, he analyzes the fact that 
the hourglass "can also be considered 
as the human temple composed of ma
terial, spiritual and moral needs," and 
that "it may also be considered the 
temple of humanity represented by 
woman and man, with the union and 
balance of these two forces essential to 
the development and progress of hu
manity." He concludes that the monu
ment is "a complete symbol of peace in 
the sense that it shows the past (his
tory), the present and the future. The 
past is the upper part, where we have 
the whole experience of war and peace; 
the present at each moment, descend-
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ing to the earth; and the future, which 
will be whatever mankind chooses." 

Universal peace is one of the funda
mental principles of the Baha'i Faith, a 
religion established in many countries 
and which was born in Persia, now 
called Iran, in 1844; it arrived in Brazil 
in 1921. In Goiania, the Baha'i com
munity elected its first local Spiritual 
Assembly 12 years ago. 

"There is a concern for peace in the 
Baha'i Faith," Shahrokh confirms, 
pointing out that the followers of this 
religion are people who have normal 
activities and are professionals, and 
that "it is not permitted (in the Baha'i 
Faith) to use religion as a profession." 

The common ideal of peace is what 
attracted the participation of Siron 
Franco. "I have always taken a stand 
in favor of ecology, in my work," he 
says, "taking art to the public square, 
so to speak. This work is my contribu
tion, from an aesthetic point of view, 
to peace." 

In the belt linking the two pyramids, 
the hourglass will have glass compart
ments representing the five continents 
of the world, through earth sent from 
each of them-from Australia, Asia 
(represented by Israel), Africa (rep
resented by Ghana), the Americas (by 
the United States, Brazil and Uruguay) 
and Europe (by Portugal, Sweden and 
Holland), bringing the total to nine 
countries. 

"Each country's earth will have its 
own characteristics," says Siron, add
ing that each compartment will be dis
tinct in order to individualize the earth 
contained therein. "And on one side of 
the hourglass, there will be a larger 
compartment with all the earths mixed, 
without losing their identity, but with 
love, in a symbolism that will make 
sense when the world has no more 
flags." Separating one compartment 
from another, vertical strips of yellow, 
blue, red, white and green will stand 
out. "At first," says Siron, "I started 
with the use of the three basic colors
a symbol of perfection-and from the 
mixture of the three I arrived at the two 
others, for a total of five, which also 
represents the continents." 

Above the hourglass will be the sym
bol of radiation, from the creative 
viewpoint of Siron, who at the time of 
the radioactive accident in Goiania 
transformed it, making the head of a 
bird emerge from one of its angles. 
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"The greatest fear today is precisely 
nuclear destruction, perhaps the great
est threat to peace," says Siron, who is 
clearly in search of new forms of ex
pression to comprise the monument. 
"Art evolves," he says. The monu
ment really is dynamic, as an opening 
will be left on the upper surface to per
mit receiving more earth from coun
tries interested in participating. The 
contributions will be deposited every 
year. 

'As the pyramid is known as a 
symbol of concentration of 
forces and power, it expresses 
our material needs, in the form 
of science, and the concentra
tion of forces of spiritual power, 
in the form of true religion or a 
philosophy of life.' 

The design calls for a monument of a 
little over five meters (16 112 feet), 
which will absorb about 50 tons of con
crete. In order to carry forward the 
work, Shahrokh, as general coordina
tor, divided the execution among other 
coordinators, each of whom is respon
sible for a part of the work. Represen
tatives of each area have been meeting 
weekly to discuss progress. The coordi
nation of these projects is the respon
sibility of Shahrokh's wife, Venus Sa
hihi Pezeshk, who also serves as land
scape architect. The structural calcula
tions of the monument, "made to last 
a thousand years," according to the 
general coordinator, are ready, and 
were done by Ricardo Veiga of Metodo 
Engenharia Ltda. Enedino Neto is re
sponsible for the publicity coordina
tion, to which is linked City Council
man Nonato Motta, who is in charge 
of contact with the authorities. "In the 
political area I'm going to continue 
giving the support I have always 
given," he says, "as when we pre
sented the request in the City Council; 
it was approved by Mayor Nion Alber
naz, instituting Peace Week." 

The building coordination was as
signed to Marcio Jose Correa, presi
dent of the Engineering Club of Goias 
State. "The intention," he says, "is to 
implant an embryo, to render assis
tance to the cause of peace. It is only 
possible to build a nation around 

peace." He says further that "the pro
ject is fully viable; the contracting 
firms of Goiania should participate, 
because those people have never re
fused to contribute to this type of 
movement." Marcio synthesizes his in
tention: "Engineering does not only 
build nuclear weapons, but also instru
ments of peace. " 

Taking part in the areas under the 
coordination of Marcio, who is in 
charge of the hourglass, is the Cana
dian firm Soheil Custom Fabricators, 
which offered to evaluate the project 
and indicate which type of glass is most 
appropriate for the work. A multi
laminated glass, similar to bullet-proof 
glass, may be used. 

There remains the coordination of 
events, to which no one has as yet been 
appointed, and for which Shahrokh 
himself has assumed temporary re
sponsibility. 

"On September 19," he says, "the 
awarding of the National Peace Prize 
will take place, which is to become a 
tradition. One month before, the Ba
ha'i community will award the local 
Best Citizen of Peace prize, and then a 
mixed commission will make the evalu
ation of the winners (from allover 
Brazil), in Brasilia, to choose one 
single name." A small bronze hour
glass in the form of the Peace Monu
ment will be given to the local winners, 
and the recipient of the national prize 
will receive a larger one in the same 
format. All will be made by Andre 
Crispim, who has wide experience in 
terms of artistic execution. 

"On September 20," Shahrokh c-on
tinues, "the Monument will be inaugu
rated, and the expectation is that rep
resentatives of embassies and various 
authorities will come. In the future," 
he continues, "we're going to ask the 
United Nations to declare the Monu
ment to be the Patrimony of Human
ity, so that it will have official pro
tection." 



United States 

Fifth East West Seminar for Peace held 

Women from Finland, Sweden, the 
Soviet Union and the United States 
came together June 26-July 1 for the 
fifth annual East West Seminar for 
Peace held at the Bosch Baha'i School 
in California's Santa Cruz mountains. 

The seminar began with a lovely 
Russian tea reception and ended with a 
public reception at City Hall hosted by 
the mayor and city council of Santa 
Cruz. Messages of support were re
ceived from many groups around the 
world. 

The 75 women united in drawing up 
an agenda based on priority issues re
lating to peace. (Ten Baha'is took part 
including two members of the U.S. Na
tional Spiritual Assembly.) Those areas 
considered to be most important by a 
majority of the participants included: 
eliminating the concept of "the 
enemy"; working for a comprehensive 
nuclear test ban treaty; tactics for re
solving conflict peacefully without los
ing diversity; exchanging information 
on strategies for peace education; and 
creating a "think bank" of ideas that 
have worked. 

The participants first heard global 
reports from each of the four national 
groups as a background for their delib
erations. The Soviet women's report 
included the following concerns: oppo
sition to nuclear energy, even for 
peaceful uses; concern that the peace 
movement is losing its momentum; 
creation of nuclear-free zones world
wide; a 50 per cent reduction in stra
tegic arms; and the signing of a com
prehensive nuclear test ban treaty. 

After a week of intensive work, three 
resolutions were drawn up and signed 
by participants to be shared with gov
ernment leaders all over the world. 

There was an overwhelming consen
sus of concern about the environment. 
Many scientists agree that even more 
stringent measures to reduce the air 

Pictured are many of the 75 women 
from Finland, Sweden, Russia and the 
United States who took part June 26-
July 1 in the fifth annual East West 

pollution responsible for the green
house effect can only buy time to ad
just to a warmer world; and this is only 
a part of the over-all problem. 

Another dominant theme was con
flict management and alternative 
forms of conflict resolution. Some of 
the steps necessary for the mediation of 
disputes were discussed: fact-finding; 
encouraging parties to discuss possible 
solutions/remedies; enlisting the help 
of expert mediators; and coming to an 
agreement. 

Other highlights of the seminar were 
a real California earthquake, a barbe
cue, an evening of jazz, another of 
Russian songs, a slide presentation on 
black artists, and a walk under a full 
moon. 

The atmosphere was characterized 
by trust, friendship, cooperation and a 
deep feeling of commitment to estab
lishing peace for our children, their 
children, and future generations. 

In creating and maintaining such an 
atmosphere, the seminar fulfilled the 
intention of Nordic Women for Peace 
who in 1982 began these seminars to 

Seminar for Peace held at the Bosch 
Bahd'i School near Santa Cruz, Cali
fornia. (Photo by S. Tavana) 

help bridge the East-West gap and pro
mote international women's networks 
which in turn would develop strategies 
for peace, justice and a better under
standing among nations. 

The seminars grew from a series of 
marches by Nordic Women for Peace, 
the first of which, in 1981, was an ef
fort to unify the women of Europe. 
Previous seminars were held at Aaland 
Island, Finland (1983), Leningrad, 
Russia (1984), Lillehammer, Norway 
(1985), Lovanger, Sweden (1986), and 
at the World Congress of Women in 
Moscow (1987). 

The 1988 seminar, sponsored by 
Continuing the Peace Dialogue, was 
endorsed by the Women's Interna
tional League for Peace and Freedom, 
Women's Action for Nuclear Disarma
ment, Women for International Peace 
and Arbitration, Beyond War, the Na
tional Women's Conference Commit
tee, and Educators for Social Respon
sibility. Many groups and individuals 
contributed to scholarship aid, making 
possible a greater diversity of delegates 
to the seminar.-Shiva Tavana 
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The world 

Baha'is reach out, embrace Maoris 

Two large teaching events held re
cently in New Zealand focused on cul
tural exchanges between Baha'is and 
the Maori people, opening doors to 
mutual sharing and learning. They also 
addressed a primary goal of the Six 
Year Plan for New Zealand: giving 
"special attention to understanding the 
culture, traditions and unique qualities 
of the Maori people." 

Both events were held at a marae, a 
traditional Maori meeting place, where 
the Baha'is were formally welcomed by 
the elders of the Maori community. 

The first, held at Papawai Pa near 
Greymouth, involved discussions 
about the land, myths and legends of 
the Maori, and the relationship be
tween some of the traditional practices 
and beliefs and Baha'i laws. One of the 
elders of the Papawai Pa joined the 
discussion, sharing stories of the his
tory of the Maori community. 

The second event, at Aramiro marae 
in the Waitetuna Valley, looked at as
pects of prayer and meditation in the 
Maori culture and in the Faith. Again, 
the Baha'is were formally welcomed by 
the host community. A report of the 
event reads in part: "The elders had 
been praying for the return of the spirit 

Bangladesh 
In March, 234 people in Bangladesh 

embraced the Faith. Ten new local 
Spiritual Assemblies were formed in 
the Khulna district, where the Faith has 
recently been proclaimed to more than 
a thousand people. 

Said Akhtar Khavari, a Baha'i vis
itor from abroad, accompanied by Dr. 
S.S. Bahar, spent six days teaching in 
Khulna. During that time, 158 people 
were enrolled and five new local As
semblies were formed. 

• 
A four-day medical camp was held 
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Bahd'ls and their guests gather UUj!.)wre 
the Wharenui (meeting house) at Tan
gata marae, Matamata, New Zealand, 
during a special meeting to celebrate 
the victories of the <Rescue Plan, , in
itiated in January 1988 and completed 

and the Baha'is contacted them." 
Because the event was held in a tra

ditional, familiar environment, the 
local people felt free to ask questions 
and to share stories of the history of 

last January 20-23 in three villages near 
Sirajganj, Bangladesh. Three Baha'i 
doctors, P. Shahidi, S. Shabani and B. 
Shahed, treated 500 general patients 
and 100 dental patients and vaccinated 
more than 300 animals. 

While the camp was open, two Ba
ha'is visited nearby Assemblies. As a 
result of the camp and their efforts, 28 
people were enrolled in the Faith. 

At a similar camp in Kumuria, 29 
people embraced the Cause and one 
new local Assembly was formed. 

at the major aCj"ie've
ments of the nationwide plan was the 
formation of 66 local Spiritual Assem
blies, fulfilling a goal of the Six Year 
Plan. 

their people. At its close, some books 
and a photograph of 'Abdu'l-Baha in 
an engraved wooden frame were pre
sented by the Baha'is to the elders of 
the host community. 

Mali 
A teaching institute held last Decem

ber in Bamako, Mali, was dedicated to 
the memory of a prominent artist and 
Baha'i, Lamine Sidibe. 

Mr. Sidibe was involved with the Na
tional Drama Troupe of Mali and trav
eled extensively throughout Africa and 
Europe. His work enabled him to share 
the Faith with his colleagues and others 
including high government officials. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Mali organized the institute in part to 
reflect the great value of artists in 
teaching the Cause. 

I 
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Mauritius 

Two Auxiliary Board members, 59 del
egates, 140 other adult BaM'ls and 52 
children gathered last May at the Ma
hatma Gandhi Institute in Mauritius 

Lowell Johnson, a BaM '{ from South 
A/rica (left in back row), introduced 
his book 'The Eternal Covenant' to 40 

Sikkim 
More than 400 adults and 200 child

ren attended a Naw-Ruz Peace Confer
ence held on the Temple Land School 
premises at Tadong, Gangtok, Sikkim. 

The program was opened with a 
speech by Krishnan Iyer, a member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of Sik
kim, and this was was followed by en
tertainment by the school children of 

for that country's 25th Baha'{ National 
Convention. In a cable to the Universal 
House of Justice they reported: TV 
coverage first day Convention. Deeply 

Baha'{s in Mauritius during a recent 
two-day visit to the Baha'{ Institute in 
Belle-Rose. 

Tadong and Ranipool. 
The honored guest at the conference, 

S.D. Lepcha, the minister of animal 
husbandry, congratulated the Baha'is 
for the disciplined education in their 
schools and for the efforts by Baha'is 
around the world in establishing peace. 

Same-day news coverage was given 
to the conference by All India Radio. 

inspired Supreme Institution message. 
Consultation stressing teaching fUlfill
ment goals. Determined sustained ser
vice Cause. ' 

Japan 
The Baha'is of Shimonoseki, Japan, 

completed the first of a series of mass
teaching events last June 3-5 with a 
successful International Peace Festival. 

The small Baha'i community on the 
southern tip of Honshu, Japan's larg
est island, was supported by the Area 
Teaching Committee and by Baha'is 
from all over Japan during the three 
days of teaching. 

Janet Maloney, a well-known Baha'i 
television personality from Tokyo, was 
interviewed by several newspapers, re
sulting in articles about the Peace 
Festival in several newspapers. 

The festival, held in a large shopping 
center in Shimonoseki, included copies 
of the peace statement, pictures of Ba
ha'i centers and activities around the 
world, books and pamphlets, activity 
corners including an English conversa
tion table, a Japanese discussion table, 
a "world citizen" questionnaire, and 
tables for children's activities. 

Six video tapes of Janet Maloney 
shows featured her singing Baha'i 
songs, talking about peace and the 
Faith, and conducting a peace quiz. 

As a result of the festival, 10 people 
embraced the Faith and many more be
came friends of the Baha'is. 
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Brazil 
The first group of physicians to take 

part in a medical project organized by 
the International Baha'i Refugee Of
fice and the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Brazil, in cooperation with the 
Brazilian government, recently settled 
in Belem, Para Province. 

The Baha'i Refugee Office chose 
Brazil as a starting point for the effort 
because of the needs for essential sup
port services related to health and med
icine in that country, and the respon
sive attitude of the Brazilian govern
ment. 

The project takes advantage of the 

Wodd Centre 

/ 

Pictured with members of the recently 
appointed International Teaching Cen
tre are the Hands of the Cause of God 
Amatu'I-Bahd Rliht'yyih Khdnum and 
Ali Akbar Furlitan (front row, third 
and fourth from right). In the back 
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skills of many Baha'i refugee doctors 
who are unable to practice in their new 
countries. 

In petitioning the government, the 
secretary of the National Spiritual As
sembly and the coordinator of the In
ternational Baha'i Refugee Office trav
eled to seven states in the interior of 
Brazil, talking to chancellors of those 
universities with medical colleges, the 
Secretary of State for Health, and the 
Officer of Social Security. As a result, 
government officials were quite willing 
to issue visas to the refugees. 

row (left to right) are Hartmut Gross
mann, Mas'lid Khams/: Magdalene 
Carney, Donald Rogers and Farzdm 
Arbdb. Others in the front row are (left 
to right) Joy Stevenson, Lauretta King, 
Peter Vuyiya and Isobel Sabri. 

On arrival, each doctor is required to 
take courses in Portuguese and two re
fresher medical courses at the Federal 
University of Para. This is followed by 
an examination. During this time they 
also attend to patients· at a medical 
center five times a week under the su
pervision of a local physician. 

Afterward, their medical papers are 
legalized, and the Brazilian govern
ment issues permanent residence visas 
to the doctors and their families if they 
are willing to settle in areas that lack 
adequate medical services. 

Germany 
On April 16, a 50-member men's 

choir, all non-Baha'is, performed a 
45-minute worship service at the Baha'i 
House of Worship in Langenhain, Ger
many, using holy texts and songs from 
the Baha'i writings and the Bible. It 
marked the first time that such an 
event was held in the Baha'i Temple. 

The melodies for the Baha'i texts, 
taken from The Hidden Words, were 
composed by Michael Neunteufel, a 
Baha'i from Austria who is a close 
friend of the choir director, Heinz 
Gorges, who, in cooperation with the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Ger
many, arranged the historic service. 

The choir, honored in 1977 with the 
title "Master Choir," consists of 
employees in a large factory in Ubach
Palen berg, near Aachen. 

Choir members came to Langenhain 
with their families, 80 people in all, 
and expressed their appreciation for 
the friendliness and hospitality shown 
by those at the Baha'i National Center. 

In addition to choir members and 
their families, the event drew some 100 
friends and their guests including some 
members of the media who praised the 
event as an unparalleled experience of 
high spiritual content. 

• 
About 230 people gathered June 5 at 

the National Baha'i Center in Langen
hain, Germany, to hear Professor Er
vin Laszlo speak about the Baha'i 
peace statement. 

About 75 were not Baha'is. They in
cluded local citizens, the mayor, and 
representatives of conservation move
ments. 



Mexico 
Thanks to the perseverance of a U.S. 

Baha'i in her 70s, a new locality was 
opened and a new Assembly formed in 
the town of Mulege on the southern 
Baja California peninsula. 

Maggie McClendon of Santa Cruz, 
California, lived in Mulege, which is 
600 miles south of San Diego on the 
Sea of Cortez, from November 1987 to 
April 1988. She was able to support 
herself for the most part by playing 
piano in the evenings at one of the 
town's largest hotels, for which she 
received room and board but no salary. 
As a result, her days were free for mak
ing friends and teaching the Faith. 

During December she was joined by 
Chris Hoyt, a Baha'i from Manzanillo, 
Mexico, and a young man from Ana
heim, California. At that time they had 
their first declarations including a 
seeker whom Mrs. McClendon had 
been teaching for some time. 

By March, when Mrs. McClendon 
was visited by Harold and Marjorie 
Johnson of San Diego, accompanied 
by another Baha'i from Ensenada, 
Mexico, there had been a total of nine 
declarations, eight adults and one 
youth. 

During the Johnsons' visit a deep
ening class on the importance of daily 
prayer was attended by five of the new 

Canada 
Several Baha'i physicians from the 

U.S. and Canada recently attended the 
eighth World Congress of Interna
tional Physicians for the Prevention of 
Nuclear War (IPPNW) in Montreal. 

About 2,000 doctors were present at 
the Congress. Affiliated groups in 55 
countries have a total membership of 
170,000. 

On the morning of June 5, when an 
interfaith service was held, three Ba
ha'is were among those representing 
the world religions. They briefly intro
duced the Faith, and one of them, a 
French-Canadian, recited a prayer in 
French. 

The co-founders of the international 
movement, Nobel Prize winners Drs. 
Evengi Chazov and Bernard Lown, re
sponded favorably when given copies 
of the peace statement by one of the 
Baha'is, Dr. A.M. Ghadirian. 

A new BaM'(, Margarito Medina 0/ 
Mulege, Mexico (center) is pictured 
with his Bahd,( teacher, Mrs. Maggie 

Baha'is and some seekers. It was fol
lowed by a Unity Feast at which each 
person read a short prayer or passage 
from the Writings. 

Afterward, the Baha'is visited an
other new believer who had broken a 
leg and found, to their pleasure, that 
he had used his convalescence to mem-

The IPPNW, whose position is neu
tral and non-partisan, seeks to en
courage physicians around the world to 
unite on the basis of their professional 
commitment to preserve life and health 
and to work for the prevention of a nu
clear disaster. Its next World Congress 
will be held in October 1989 in Hiro
shima, Japan. 

• 
More than 100 youth gathered last 

May 6-8 for the first Baha'i youth con
ference ever held at the new Maxwell 
International Baha'i School on Shaw
nigan Lake, Vancouver, British Co
lumbia, Canada. 

The school, which opened in Sep
tember as a coeducational residential 
secondary school for grades 7-9, is ad
ministered by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Canada. 

McClendon (left) and another Baha'I, 
Jeanne Serrano. 

orize the short obligatory prayer and 
had taught his two children to recite 
from memory the prayer that begins 
"0 God, Guide Me ... " 

Not too long after these events, an
other adult was enrolled in the Faith 
and the community was able to form 
its first local Spiritual Assembly. 

Marshall Islands 
Last December 21, an adventurous 

team of Baha'is set off from Majuro, 
in the Marshall Islands, on a trimaran 
boat, "Hawah," to launch its second 
teaching campaign to the outer islands 
in the Marshalls group. 

The team, composed of husband and 
wife John Sammons and Jane Lamb 
and their Marshallese friends, visited 
the northeastern group of islands in
cluding Aur, Maleolap, W otje, Likiep, 
Ailuk, Utrik and Mejit. 

In March, 11 people embraced the 
Cause in J ang on the remote island of 
Maleolap. As a result, a local Spiritual 
Assembly was formed, bringing to 24 
the number of Assemblies in the Mar
shall Islands. 

The "Hawa" is expected to continue 
its travels for 18 months until all the 
atolls in the Marshalls have been vis
ited. The expedition is the first of its 
kind to take place in these islands. 
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On the cover: The Baha'i House of Worship in New Delhi, India, has received a major Inter· 
national award for the excellence of its outdoor lighting. The award, given by the lIIuminat· 
ing Engineering Society of North America, follows the receipt of two other top awards for 
architectural and engineering excellence since the structure was completed In December 
1986. The most recent honor, the Paul Waterbury Award of Special Citation for Outdoor 
Ughting, was accepted during a ceremony at the IES's annual conference In Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. The Temple's architect has arranged the nlght·time illumination so as to make 
It appear that the entire structure is suspended In the air. Last year, the House of Worship 
received the coveted honor award for religious architecture from the Interfaith Forum on 
Religious Art and Architecture (IFRAA), which Is perhaps the top award for religious archi· 
tecture in the world; it also won a special award for structural engineering from the British 
Institute of Structural Engineers. 
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Commentary 

Huququ'llah: 'The Rights of God' 

Dearly loved friends, 
At the inception of the Six Year Plan 

of the Universal House of Justice, 
which coincided with dramatic changes 
in many aspects of society, a new arena 
for rapid development of the Faith of 
God has been attained and the purpose 
and aim of Baha'u'lhih's Revelation 
have been unveiled before the very eyes 
of government authorities, heads of 
state and scholars who were not even 
aware of its existence. 

At this rightful time the Universal 
House of Justice has emphasized the 
importance of acquiring knowledge of 
the laws and ordinances revealed by 
Baha'u'llah, and has adopted the 
translation of the most Holy Book, the 
Kitdb-i-Aqdas, into English as one of 
the sublime goals of this new Plan. 

Among the commandments and de
crees revealed in this sacred Book is the 
law of Huququ'llah, previously appli
cable only to the friends in the East. 
The Western friends became aware of 
this law with the dissemination of the 
compilation of the holy text and the 
sacred writings prepared by the Re
search Department of the Universal 
House of Justice. 

Huququ'llah is an Arabic word com
posed of two words, "Huquq" mean
ing "rights" and "Allah" meaning 
"God." Therefore, Huququ'llah 
means "the Rights of God," a part of 
the individual's possessions and in
come offered at the Threshold of the 
Lord. 

In a Tablet addressed to Jinab-i
Zayn referring to Huququ'llah, BaM'
u'llah states that the progress and the 

This commentary on the law of Hu
qriqu'lldh is taken from an address by 
the Hand of the Cause of God Ali Mu
hammad Varqd which was given May 
1, 1988, during the sixth Baha'i Inter
national Convention in Haifa, Israel. 

promulgation of the Faith of God de
pend on material means; therefore, the 
expansion and the advancement of 
God's Revelation and the establish
ment of a new order and a new world 
civilization cannot be achieved without 
material means. 

The embryo of this sacred law was 
established by the beloved Bab in the 
Bayan where, for the first time, the 
word Huququ'llah was mentioned by 
Him. Baha'u'llah brought some mod
ifications in its contents and accepted it 
as one of the executive ordinances of 
His Revelation. 

Although Huququ'llah is one of the 
most significant laws of the Kitdb-i
Aqdas, we should not take the word 
"law" in its rigid and literal meaning, 
defined in the encyclopedia as "the ob
ligatory rule promoted by a sovereign 
authority." It is not a law which is en
forced with pressure, but rather a spir
itual obligation based on the love of 
the believer who is eager to obey the 
will of his Beloved. In this ordinance 
there is no room for pressure or intimi
dation. Obedience is a reflection of the 
highest degree of love and ardent de
sire. 

Huququ'llah, by its special and 
unique characteristic, combines might 
and humility, power and humbleness. 
It is one of the fundamental ordinances 
of the Baha'i Faith, like prayer and 
fasting. Its importance has been mani
fested by these words of Baha'u'llah: 

"Say: 0 people, the first duty is to 
recognize the one true God-magnified 
be His glory-the second is to show 
forth constancy in His Cause and, after 
these, one's duty is to purify one's 
riches and earthly possessions accord
ing to that which is prescribed by 
God . ... " 

By studying the writings revealed by 
Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha regard
ing Huququ'llah, four essential points 

emerge. First, in the Kitdb-i-Aqdas, 
Baha'u'lhih states: 

"Should a person acquire one hun
dred mithqdls of gold, nineteen mith
qdls thereof belong unto God, the 
Creator of earth and heaven. Take 
heed, 0 people, lest ye deprive your
selves of this great bounty . ... " 

'Abdu'l-Baha emphasizes that Hu
ququ'lhih is payable on whatever is left 
over after deducting the yearly ex
penses. 

The payment of Huququ'llah is bas
ed on the calculation of the value of 
one's income in respect to the gold 
unit. Whenever the annual income of 
the individual, after the deduction of 
his complete year's expenses, reaches 
19 mithqaIs of gold value (equivalent 
to 2.22456 ounces or 69.19112 grams), 
19 per cent of that amount is the Right 
of God and should be submitted to the 
Focal Point of the Faith. The calcula
tion of sustaining means of livelihood 
which are exempted from Huququ'llah 
depends on the spiritual maturity of 
every believer and his innermost con
science. No criterion can be established 
for this purpose, for it varies according 
to the living conditions and social sta
tus of each believer, and the degree of 
his spiritual attachment and material 
detachment. 

The second point is that the payment 
of the Right of God is like a magnet, 
which attracts divine blessings and con
firmation. It is the mainspring of 
God's mercy and compassion. Baha'
u'llah, in His writings, showers His 
limitless benediction upon those who 
observe this law. 

Again, in the Kitdb-i-Aqdas, the Pen 
of Glory decrees: 

" .. . and whoso fulfilleth the things 
he hath been commanded, divine bless
ings will descend upon him from the 
heaven of the bounty of his Lord, the 
Bestower, the Bountiful, the Most 
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Generous, the Ancient of Days . ... " 
In another Tablet we read: 
"They that have kept their promises, 

fulfilled their obligations, redeemed 
their pledges and vows, rendered the 
Trust of God and His Right unto 
Him-these are numbered among the 
inmates of the all-highest Para
dise . ... " 

In a Tablet revealed by 'Abdu'l
Baha, we find: 

"Those who have observed this 
weighty ordinance have received heav
enly blessings and in both worlds their 
faces have shone radiantly and their 
nostrils perfumed by the sweet savors 
of God's tender mercy . ... " 

The third factor is that just as the 
payment of Huququ'llah would attract 
divine bounty and blessings, its negli
gence or failure causes deprivation and 
is interpreted as tantamount to treach
ery to a Fund rightfully belonging to 
God. 

This Fund is to be spent on whatever 
is of benefit for the promulgation of 
the Faith under the complete and abso
lute decision of the authority "to 
which all must turn." Only this author
ity and none other, not even the donor, 
has the right to interfere in its manage
ment. 

In the Kittib-i-Aqdas, the Pen of 
Glory warns those who neglect the pay
ment of Huququ'llah: 

"0 people! Act not treacherously in 
the matter of Huququ 'lltih and dispose 
not of it, except by His leave . ... " 

And He continues: 
"Whoso dealeth dishonestly with 

God will in justice be exposed, and 
whoso fulfilleth the things he hath been 
commanded, divine blessings will de
scend upon him from the heaven of the 
bounty of his Lord, the Bestower, the 
Bountiful, the Most Generous, the An
cient of Days . ... " 

Therefore, withholding the payment 
of Huququ'lllih or spending it on other 
concerns, no matter how charitable 
their nature, would be interpreted as 
misappropriation of the funds belong
ing to God, and an act of dishonesty. 
Any donation for charity and benefi
cent purposes such as contributions to 
the various funds should be made after 
the contributor is free of his debt to 
God. 

And finally, God Almighty has de
creed that the payment of the Right of 

2 October 19881Bahil'i News 

God is conducive to prosperity and as
sists the progress of the human soul in 
the spiritual realms of the Everlasting 
world. 

Baha'u'llah says: 
" ... the treasures laid up by kings 

and queens are not worthy of mention, 
nor will they be acceptable in the pres
ence of God. However, a grain of mus
tard offered by His loved ones will be 
extolled in the exalted court of His 
holiness and invested with the orna
ment of His acceptance . ... " 

The high station of Huququ'llah and 
its exceptional rank among the com
mandments of Baha'u'llah is endowed 
with great veneration and respect. 'Ab
du'l-Baha, referring to the words of 
BaM'u'llAh, says: 

" ... the utmost honesty hath to be 
observed in matters related to the Hu
qriq. The Institution of Huquq is sa
cred. " 

In order to respect its sanctity, 
Bahli'u'lllih strongly forbids soliciting 
Huququ'llAh. No individual or institu
tion is authorized to demand it. When
ever it is necessary to bring the impor
tance of this obligation to the attention 
of the believers, it should be mentioned 
as a general reminder. Spiritual matu
rity must stir the conscience of the be
lievers and nothing else. In a Tablet ad
dressed to Haji Amin, the second 
Trustee of Huququ'llah, Baha'u'llah 
says: 

"No one should demand the Huqu
qu'lltih. Its payment should depend on 
the volition of the individuals them
selves . ... " 

And again: 
" ... Ye may relinquish the whole 

world but must not allow the detrac
tion of even one jot or tittle from the 
dignity of the Cause of God. Jintib-i
Am(n-upon him be My glory-must 
also refrain from mentioning this mat
ter, for it is entirely dependent upon 
the willingness of the individuals them
selves. They are well acquainted with 
the commandment of God and are fa
miliar with that which was revealed in 
the Book. Let him who wisheth ob
serve it, and let him who wisheth ig
nore it . ... " 

The concept of Huququ'llah is an 
evolutionary process subject to great 
changes, dependent on our spiritual 
growth, and our deepening of the Holy 
writings. 

Most of the friends believe Huquq
u'llah is a way for fund raising, and its 
aim is to strengthen the material poten
tial of the Faith. 

Indeed, the payment of Huququ'llah 
contributes to a large extent to the 
needs of the Cause. It is an important 
instrument for building and strength
ening the structure of the edifice of the 
World Order of Baha'u'llah, and when 
it is fully established there will be an 
ever-flowing source of revenue at the 
disposal of the Focal Point of the 
Cause of God to promote the Faith and 
to meet the growing needs of establish
ing a new World Order. But, in fact, 
the purpose and aim of Huququ'llah is 
far beyond that and much greater and 
more spiritual than we imagine. 

In 1978-79, following the Iranian 
upheaval, when the most important 
source of revenue of the Faith stopped 
functioning, I asked the Universal 
House of Justice if it was time for the 
implementation of Huququ'llah in 
some of the Western countries. The 
Universal House of Justice replied that 
Huququ'llah is a very important law, 
and that its implementation needs time 
and consultation in the future. At the 
time, I could not comprehend the wis
dom of what had been stated. It was 
after studying the Holy writings with 
more depth that I have realized that 
Huququ'llah, which could be inter
preted as the material aspect of the 
Covenant of God, in reality is a spir
itual and learning process, a way of 
strengthening the link of love and ded
ication between man and God, and its 
implementation needs studying and 
deepening. 

Baha'u'llah, in the Kittib-i-Aqdas, 
says: 

"Indeed there lie concealed in this 
command, mysteries and benefits 
which are beyond the comprehension 
of anyone save God, the All-Knowing, 
the All-Informed . ... " 

Therefore, we cannot expect to com
prehend the essence and the wisdom 
hidden in this sacred law. They are 
kept in the treasury of God's knowl
edge and are related to the evolution 
and progress of the human soul in the 
worlds of God. What we can conceive 
through our human understanding is 
that the payment of Huququ'llah is the 
sign of our love and obedience, a proof 
of our firmness and steadfastness and a 
symbol of our trustworthiness in the 



Covenant of Baha'u'llah. It creates 
and develops our spiritual quality 
which leads us toward perfection; it 
harmonizes and balances our material 
endeavor, protects us from excessive 
desire which is born in our human 
nature, and when unleashed turns into 
a positive element for our spiritual 
growth. When man realizes that a part 
of his income will be honored by the 
acceptance of the Lord, the presence of 
God is felt in all his endeavors, and un
doubtedly he will strive to live his life 
in a just and legitimate manner in order 
that his offering may deserve to be 
spent in the path of God. 

It is important to note that although 
there is some similarity between Hu
ququ'llah and the other donations, and 
that all are the marvelous fruits of 
love, enthusiasm and devotion of the 
believers to the Faith, there are four 
major differences between them: 

1. The payment of Huququ'llah has 
priority over all other contributions 
because it belongs to God. The con
tribution of the believers to the funds 
should be made from their possessions 
and not from what belongs to the 
Lord. 

2. The payment of Huququ'llah ac
cording to the explicit text of the Kittib
i-Aqdas is an obligation subject to 
specific laws and ordinances, whereas 
other donations are not considered as a 
law. They are rather an indication of 
the sacrifice, generosity, detachment 
and magnanimity of the contributor to 
meet the needs of the administration of 
the Cause. 

3. Huququ'llah is determined pre
cisely on accurate calculation, whereas 
there are no rules related to the fre
quency or the amount of one's contrib
ution to the funds. 

4. The disposal of the Huququ'llah 
is left solely to the discretion of the 
Focal Point of the Faith, and none 
other, whereas the disposal of the other 
contributions can depend on the pur
pose for which the contribution has 
been earmarked. 

Undoubtedly, the awareness of the 
friends about Huququ'llah will raise 
many questions, including those re
lated to its calculation and the ap
praisal of that part of one's belongings 
which is subject to exemption. One 
should consider that what is revealed in 
the Kittih-i-Aqdas about Huququ'llah 
is only the fundamental basis of this in-

junction, and the approach of the 
Blessed Beauty is confined to these 
guidelines and general principles. He 
has not set any special rules or legisla
tion. In all His writings related to this 
matter, God's self-sufficiency and in
dependence of all things has been man
ifested, and the fragrance of His com
passion, generosity and mercy is in
haled. According to the letter written 
in 1878 by His secretary to an early be
liever, for the first time the acceptance 
of Huququ'llah was granted to those 
Persian friends who had the desire to 
contribute; therefore, during five years 
after the revelation of the law, Baha'
u'llah did not accept Huququ'llah and 
on many occasions the offering of the 
friends was returned to them. It could 
be assumed that since He, Himself, as 
the Central Figure of His Revelation, is 
the only recipient of Huququ'llah, He 
did not want to go into details, but left 
them, in conformity with the Will of 
God, to the Universal House of Jus
tice, the Body which has the power to 
enact laws that are not precisely given 
in the Book. 

When the Kittib-i-Aqdas reached 
Iran and as the friends became aware 
of its contents, a consultative body, 
which could be the nucleus of our ac
tual local Spiritual Assemblies, was 
formed in Tehran. In their minutes we 
notice that the dissemination of the 
knowledge of Huququ'llah was one of 
the goals set by that body 10 1 years 
ago. 

The growing eagerness of the believ
ers for the execution of God's injunc
tion led them to ask Baha'u'llah for 
elucidation regarding Huququ'llah and 
this was given to them in various Tab
lets. The most important guidance was 
revealed-in response to Jinab-i
Zayn's request-as an annex to the 
Kittib-i-Aqdas in the form of questions 
and answers. More guidance from the 
beloved Master, the Guardian, and in 
recent decades from the Universal 
House of Justice has shed light on Hu
ququ'llah, which we can find in the 
compilation issued by the W orId Cen
tre. 

With the increasing awareness of the 
Baha'is and the fast-growing complexi
ty of the social and economic system of 
society, the Baha'i community will wit
ness the establishment of rules and 
guidance on Huququ'llah by the Su
preme Authority of the Faith. Mean-

while, according to the Universal 
House of Justice's letter of March 1, 
1984, in the absence of explicit text and 
Holy writings on Huququ'llah, the 
friends are free to honor the obligation 
of Huququ'lhih based on their own 
judgment and conscience. 

Indeed, while the establishment of 
rules and directions can explain the dif
ferent aspects of Huququ'llah, the 
ideal functioning and efficiency of 
these legislations depends on the spir
itual advancement of the friends and 
their deepening in the Holy Writings. 

That is why the Universal House of 
Justice has, as one of its major goals of 
the Six Year Plan, adopted education 
in the law of Huququ'llah as a priority, 
preparing the way for the implementa
tion of the law of God in the Baha'i 
world, and has asked for the fervent 
collaboration of the major institutions 
of the Faith such as the National Spir
itual Assemblies and the Continental 
Boards of Counsellors to share this im
portant task with the Institution of Hu
ququ'llah in promoting the education 
of the friends in God's injunction to 
the Baha'i community at large. 

During the last two years, some of 
the National Spiritual Assemblies-in 
particular those of the United States, 
Canada and a few others in other parts 
of the world-have offered remarkable 
assistance for this sublime goal, and it 
is hoped that many more will join in 
the future to help with this task. 

As a result of the effort of such Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies, a number 
of Western friends are contributing to 
Huququ'llah even before its formal im
plementation. This leads us to hope 
that education on this subject will be
come more widespread and that, by the 
end of the Six Year Plan, the Baha'i 
world will have attained a higher level 
of flourishing spiritual advancement. 

All quotations in this article are taken 
from the compilation on Huququ Wtih 
compiled in June 1985 by the Research 
Department of the Universal House of 
Justice. 
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United Nations 

Lessons from past, hope for future 

The following is the text of a speech, 
"United Nations: Yesterday, Today 
and Tomorrow, " given last April J 2 at 
the New York City Public Library by 
UN Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar. 

• 
It is a great pleasure for me to be 

here with you in the premises of this 
storehouse of human knowledge. Both 
the venue and the theme of this series 
of lectures suggest a perspective broad
er than the storm and stress of present
day events. The United Nations is fac
ing more than one challenge at the mo
ment. This evening, however, I would 
invite you to take a look at the organi
zation not in relation to the conten
tious issues of today, but in relation to 
the emergence and evolution of the glo
bal community at large. 

To talk about the United Nations 
yesterday, today and tomorrow is real
ly to talk about the phenomenal change 
which has been the most striking char
acteristic of our age. It is the massive 
transition in all domains of human af
fairs which has determined the compo
sition and agenda of the United Na
tions. However, the organization has 
been not only a faithful mirror of a 
rapidly changing world. In several im
portant respects, it has itself influenced 
the nature and speed of the historical 
process. In other words, it has been 
both witness and agent of the greatest 
transformation the world has ever un
dergone. 

This link between the working of the 
United Nations and the process of 
peaceful change is so organic that the 
thought occurs to me often that it may 
well explain both the strengths and the 
weaknesses of the organization. To the 
extent that governments have kept pace 
with change in the international con
text and adjusted their policies to hu
manity's emerging concerns, the UN 
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has achieved results which even its 
founders could hardly anticipate. To 
the extent that governments have as
sumed postures appropriate to an 
earlier age, the United Nations has 
found itself bypassed, ignored or re
buffed. Any policy that is oriented 
toward our global future provides 
strength and sustenance to the world 
organization. Any policy, international 
in its implications but parochial in 
motivation and backward-looking, in 
effect weakens it. With my daily ex
perience of dealing with issues in dis
pute I am, of course, aware of their 
diverse origins and the different ways 
in which they need to be handled. But 
there is one source of difficulty com
mon to all: it is the inability or refusal 
of one or more parties concerned to ac
cept the solution of an issue on the 
basis of the principles of a new world 
order qualitatively different from what 
prevailed prior to the establishment of 
the United Nations. 

Like all formative principles which 
have given new direction to human af
fairs throughout history, these prin
ciples are simple and have been stated 
without ambiguity in the preamble and 
the first two Articles of the Charter of 
the United Nations. I assume that all of 
us here are familiar with them. The 
world organization is in essence the in
stitutionalized expression of these prin
ciples. Take them away and we are 
back on the road of power politics, 
trailing wars and mass killings and op
pressions and unfathomable misery
in our age, heading toward disaster for 
the whole planet. The fundamental 
change which is reflected in the estab
lishment and working of the UN is 
that, for the first time ever, the nations 
of the world have agreed to abide by 
these norms of international behavior 
and accepted common goals for their 
joint endeavor. The formulation of 

these purposes and principles in the 
Charter was a major global event in it
self, but a development of even greater 
magnitude has been their acceptance 
by those who did not participate in the 
original formulation. The founding of 
the world organization by 51 states in 
1945 represented an historic point of 
departure, but the enlargement of the 
organization, mostly consequent on 
decolonization, to embrace virtually 
the entire world community has signi
fied nothing short of a global revolu
tion. All revolutions, whether sudden 
or spread over a span of time, unsettle 
some earlier modes of thought and be
havior; this one, a revolution of the 
vastest scope in human history, is no 
exception. 

It is not, therefore, surprising that 
resistance to this revolution still lingers 
in certain forms: some overt, others 
subtle. The most regrettable is the per
sistence of international behavior that 
stems from a disregard for the rights of 
others and reliance on superior force. 
The somber fact that a number of 
states have not yet come to terms with 
the global revolution is demonstrated 
painfully by the eruption of scores of 
wars, especially in the Third World
wars that not infrequently are fueled 
from well beyond. These wars make a 
mockery of adherence to the Charter 
by the states concerned. I have taken 
every occasion available to me to im
press on the states of the Third World, 
first, that they cannot afford to repeat 
the experience of conflicts which at
tended the growth of the nation-state 
system in Europe in the past; second, 
that belligerence no longer brings div
idends; and third, that they do not now 
have the alibi which they had before an 
international machinery for the peace
ful settlement of disputes was put in 
place. The reasons for the recurrence 
of armed conflicts in the Third World 
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are complex and the present is not the 
occasion to analyze them. One of the 
reasons, however, is certainly a lack of 
experience-both in the Third W orId 
and beyond-in adjusting to the new 
international environment. But what is 
disquieting is that, even in societies 
with mature experience and those that 
have made major contributions to hu
manity's political culture, there are 
signs that the thrust of the global revo
lution has not been fully realized. Such 
trends, if allowed to persist, can jeo
pardize the whole enterprise of the 
United Nations. 

Let me mention some questioning at
titudes toward the United Nations ap
parent at the present time. One is the 
tendency to draw unfavorable compar
isons between the UN as it is today and 
what it was when it came into being. It 
is true that, four decades ago, the or
ganization was a tidier, more manage
able and, in some ways, perhaps a 
more decorous place and, except for 
the incipient rift between the East and 
the West, an assembly of mostly like
minded nations, speaking in the same 
political idiom. There is an under
standable nostalgia for those days, but 
it is nostalgia for expectations which 
had not yet come face to face with the 
collisions and congested realities of the 
world today. Let it not be forgotten 
that, at that time, the United Nations 
represented less than one-third the 
number of peoples in the world; it in
cluded only nine Member States from 
Asia and not more than four from Af
rica. Its credentials, therefore, were 
not much stronger than those of its 
predecessor, the League of Nations. 
What has given the United Nations the 
personality that the League entirely 
lacked is not only the far greater so
phistication and evocative power of the 
Charter when compared to the Cove
nant of the League, but the universality 
of its membership on the basis of the 
sovereign equality of states, large and 
small. This is a new phenomenon alto
gether and, against the residual exper
ience of centuries, we have had only a 
few decades to learn to deal with it. 
Nothing in the experience of previous 
ages enabled a power, large or small, to 
come to terms with the world in all its 
diversity. Being new, the phenomenon 
represented by the United Nations calls 
for a new kind not only of tolerance 
but also of understanding. 

United Nations Secretary-General Ja- ment, The Promise of World Peace,' 
vier Perez de Cuellar accepts a copy of from the Hand of the Cause of God 
the Universal House of Justice's state- Amatu'I-Bahd Rrihlyy;h Khdnum. 

Another trend which also reflects a 
harking back to an ancien regime is ap
parent from the talk of what is called 
an "automatic majority" at the UN. 
The talk stems from an impression 
which has no basis in fact. The record 
of votes in the General Assembly on 
such current major political issues as 
those relating to Afghanistan, the Mid
dle East, southern Africa and Kampu
chea reveals no pattern of alignment by 
the majority of Member States in a 
kind of a priori opposition to one or 
another of the major powers. On the 
contrary, what it confirms is only the 
fact that the majority of states from 
Asia, Africa and Latin America have 
genuinely chosen non-alignment be
tween the East and the West. It is en
tirely understandable for one or the 
other major power to question whether 
these nations have the right perception 
of the issues involved. But it would be 
totally unrealistic to expect that these 
nations would not develop their own 
world views on which they would base 
their own judgment of the merits of 
different issues. Nor is it fair to believe 
that they are impervious to argument 
and are not moved by the cogency and 
persuasiveness of the positions taken 
by the main protagonists in the various 
situations faced by the United Nations. 

The states that belong to the majo-

rity have different cultural back
grounds, are subject to different com
pulsions owing to their individual geo
political positions and are, at present, 
at different levels of economic develop
ment. But they share a common ex
perience of either direct subjugation or 
indirect domination in the colonial age. 
Their emphasis on the principles of 
equal rights and self-determination of 
people is, therefore, bound to be 
stronger. However, differences of per
ception or emphasis in the global so
ciety are to be taken in the same way as 
they are within national contexts, 
where they stem from the disparities of 
interests between classes or social 
strata. No one in a democratic society 
turns his back on the national legisla
ture when it becomes a theatre of fierce 
debate between the representatives of 
different segments of the population. 
By the same token, no one need look 
askance at the United Nations simply 
because the different urges of the dif
ferent segments of the global society 
are emphatically expressed there. The 
quest in one and the other context is 
the same: to harmonize the different 
interests and to hammer a consensus 
out of divergent positions. 

I believe that, in this respect, it is 
useful to cast our minds back to an
other process of massive change that 
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took place inside developed societies a 
century or so ago. Then, too, mass en
franchisement created severe problems 
of adjustment. These were overcome as 
the different social strata learned to 
deal with one another, to engage in dia
logue and accommodate one another's 
interests in the larger national interest. 
We will not be misreading the histo
rical process we are going through if we 
believe that what happened then do
mestically is what is happening now on 
the global plane. The United Nations 
provides nations with an instrument 
designed precisely to bring about the 
accommodation of legitimate national 
interests in the wider international in
terest. But this demands a sense of pur
pose, a clear idea of the direction that 
needs to be given to international af
fairs and the stamina to pursue that 
course. 

Another disquieting sign of an in
ability or failure to adjust to the new 
world is the challenging of interna
tional law and the legal obligations 
which flow from the Charter. One of 
the ends stated in the very preamble of 
the Charter is to establish conditions 
under which justice and respect for the 
obligations arising from treaties and 
other sources of international law can 
be maintained. International confi
dence would rest on quicksand if the 
domestic necessities of states were al
lowed to override the international ob
ligations they have solemnly under
taken. 

The idea of a legal order has been a 
principal motif of the evolution of 
Western societies. The United States is 
second to none in the matter of sensi
tivity to law and the working of law. 
The global revolution which is my pres
ent theme has entailed an effort to 
make the legal order encompass the 
whole community of nations. In the 
highly complex world of sovereign 
states and conflicting interests, only a 
legal order can provide the necessary 
framework for multilateral coopera
tion. 

Prior to the establishment of the 
United Nations, international law was 
but rudimentary; it possessed no insti
tutionalized framework of a perma
nent character for development and 
adaptation on a multilateral basis or 
for adjudication by a standing court 
system. It is one of the achievements of 
the United Nations that it has fully dis-
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charged the mandate to encourage the 
progressive development and codifica
tion of international law. This has been 
done against the backdrop of a three
fold increase in the size of the com
munity of nations and, owing to rapid 
economic and technological change, of 
a vast expansion of inter-state activity. 
In the past 40 years, more has been 
done by the United Nations in codify
ing international law than in all the 
previous years of history together. 

It is hardly an exaggeration to say 
that, without international organiza
tions such as the United Nations which 
provide permanent machinery for law
making, there would be no means to 
guide international life toward order 
and growth in conditions that harmo
nize the interests of all states, powerful 
or relatively weak. But all this pain
staking endeavor would be of little 
avail if the rule of law were to meet 
with no respect and international arbi
tration or adjudication with disdain. It 
is in the equal interest of all nations, 
large or small, to work toward a world 
where nations, like individuals, will op
erate within a complete, coherent and 
viable system of law, impartially ad
ministered and enforced. Any move
ment away from this goal holds equal 
danger for all. 

Parenthetically, I might refer to the 
question which naturally arises in the 
public mind: what is the use of prin
ciples and rules and laws if they are 
flouted recurrently as they certainly are 
in the world today? As the prevalence 
of crime in national societies does not 
argue for the repeal of criminal law 
and the abolition of law-making bodies, 
so the persistence of international con
flict in disregard or defiance of the 
United Nations is not a justification 
for turning away from the United Na
tions. Rather, it makes it all the more 
incumbent, especially in the more priv
ileged and influential states, to set per
suasive examples of strengthening the 
ability of the UN to fulfill its mandate. 

We thus see that there still linger at
titudes toward the United Nations that 
are related to the thinking and reponses 
of an earlier age. Parallel to the dual 
revolutions of industrialization and 
mass disenfranchisement in the last 
century have been the dual revolutions 
of information and decolonization in 
ours. The emergence of new states has 
taken place at the same time as there 

has been a proliferation of global con
cerns. Among the factors which have 
brought about this increase, not the 
least important is a new consciousness 
of rights which has made old inequali
ties and discriminations on grounds of 
race, gender, age or disability totally 
unacceptable. This determines the tone 
and content of the international dia
logue of which the United Nations will 
remain the principal center and to 
which it has endeavored to give a fo
cus. Considering this, assuming ra
tionality on the part of the world's 
political leadership and also assuming 
that international anarchy is not to be 
countenanced and a nuclear disaster is 
to be avoided, it is hard to see how na
tions can manage the vast areas of their 
joint concern except through the world 
organization. 

The Charter of the United Nations 
does not promise a problem-free 
world. All it promises is a way of deal
ing with problems rationally and 
through international dialogue and co
operation. It accepts it as an inherent 
part of the human condition that dis
putes will arise among nations. But it 
rejects the proposition that these dis
putes can be settled by war or by the 
use of the means of domination or co
ercion. 

Looking to the future, there are four 
global imperatives for assuring peace 
and justice, human dignity and free
dom and, indeed, the health of human 
society, which need to be answered by 
systematic and coherent action on the 
part of governments. The United Na
tions provides them with a central in
strument for doing so. 

The first of these is that of arresting 
and reversing the arms race. For dec
ades now, the arms race has been al
lowed to proceed senselessly, draining 
nations of their treasure, aggravating 
insecurity, undermining confidence 
and placing humanity at that extremely 
perilous point where a combination of 
accident and miscalculation could send 
it hurtling into ultimate disaster. Re
cent moves by the world's two most 
powerful states indicate a recognition 
on their part that the race has reached 
an absurd limit. If this recognition is 
sustained, and if it leads to further 
agreements, as is expected, it will mean 
a vast improvement of the interna
tional scene. But, by itself, it will not 
be enough. Disarmament, in order to 



be meaningful in human terms, has to 
become the joint undertaking of all na
tions and extend beyond the nuclear 
and conventional armories of the great 
powers to the mass of weaponry which 
has agglomerated in the hands of 
others. The United Nations is fully 
constituted to be the primary vehicle of 
this process. 

The second great challenge requires 
giving proof that international dis
putes, no matter how charged with 
emotion and how hardened through 
the entrenched attitudes of the parties 
involved, are capable of being settled 
by peaceful means. This, more than 
anything else, will restore credibility to 
the commitment made by Member 
States in acceding to the Charter of the 
United Nations. There are a number of 
regional conflicts agitating the global 
society today. For its part, the UN has 
recommended fair terms of settlement, 
or the way of arriving at a settlement, 
in the case of everyone of these dis
putes. The reason for the failure to 
achieve their settlement on such terms 
does not lie in any inherent defect in 
the world organization. It lies in the 
fact that its potential toward that end 
has not been fully utilized. The world 
organization alone offers a forum 
where all the parties involved in a dis
pute are equally represented and can 
receive equal hearing. Nor is the pro
cess of negotiating a settlement re
stricted to public debate. The Charter 
itself envisages the organization to be 
also an instrument of multilateral dip
lomacy at the anticipatory or preven
tive level. In certain situations, quiet 
diplomacy, if backed by the permanent 
members of the Security Council not 
merely through agreeing to a common 
text but through a shared understand
ing of that text and coordinated policy 
on its basis, can have a most salutary 
impact. In other situations, where such 
means are exhausted and negotiations 
yield no result, the Charter's provis
ions for collective action for peace and 
security need to be put fully into prac
tice. 

Through much of its existence, the 
United Nations has had to function 
with a vacuum in collective security. 
This vacuum has been caused by dis
sension among the permanent mem
bers of the Security Council, by the 
failure of Member States to resort to 
the Charter's mechanism for the settle-

ment of disputes, and by their lack of 
respect for the decisions of the Security 
Council. While the vacuum is apparent 
even today, some recent indications 
hold the promise that we may be on the 
threshold of a new age that will dimin
ish or even eliminate the first of these 
causes. If this promise is fulfilled, it 
will directly affect the other causes as 
well. In that case, I see a future for the 
United Nations brighter than its pres
ent. Should this prediction prove to be 

'The fourth challenge is that of 
encouraging universal respect 
for human rights. To achieve in
ternational cooperation for giv
ing content and meaning to hu
man dignity is one of the princi
pal purposes of the United Na
tions.' 

untrue, the result will not be only a 
world organization relegated to mar
ginality but humanity drifting toward 
anarchy. 

The third challenge is that of putting 
the world economy on a new expan
sionary path so as to reinvigorate the 
process of development, not least in 
the less privileged sections of the global 
community. This needs to be done in a 
way that protects our global environ
ment and does not degrade it. This sub
ject is usually surrounded by technical 
jargon and rhetoric with the result that 
its human import is often confused. 
The fact is that for hundreds of mil
lions of human beings in scores of 
countries, everyday life continues to be 
a desperate struggle for survival in con
ditions of absolute poverty. During the 
present decade, many have even had to 
suffer a reversal of the modest social 
and economic gains that had been 
made earlier. A way has to be found to 
overcome the economic stagnation and 
recession of which they remain victims. 
And it has to be a way to which both 
the affluent and the disadvantaged can 
agree. Such a global consensus can best 
be evolved through the United Na
tions. 

The fourth challenge is that of en
couraging universal respect for human 
rights. To achieve international coop
eration for giving content and meaning 
to human dignity is one of the principal 

purposes of the United Nations. As 
long as violations continue to take 
place, as they do at present on a mas
sive scale in different parts of the 
world, as long as a government like 
that of South Africa can with impunity 
maintain a system of blatant racial dis
crimination, as long as fear grips an 
untold number of people that they will 
be penalized for the color of their skin 
or for their beliefs, we cannot claim 
that we have put an end to the brutali
ties which have darkened human life 
on earth. With all our vaunted prog
ress, our global future can hardly be 
considered bright if, with the help of 
newer technologies, torture and op
pression become easier and more 
lethal. The United Nations has adopted 
a number of conventions for the safe
guarding of human rights. Everyone 
of them constitutes a challenge to men 
and women of conscience around the 
globe. It is they who can encourage 
their governments to strengthen the 
hand of the United Nations in ensuring 
that these conventions are fully ob
served. 

We stand at this time at a point 
where an era of confusion and uncer
tainties about the common goals of na
tions as stated in the Charter of the 
United Nations may be coming to an 
end. The great powers seem to be be
ginning to view their relationship in a 
less obsessive frame of mind than they 
did during the Cold War. The initial 
phase of the experience of indepen
dence for the newly emerging states has 
also yielded lessons of the values of in
ternational cooperation, regional and 
global. Optimism about a healthier 
state of international relations is by no 
means unwarranted. But it is not a de
velopment which will come about auto
matically. At every stage, it calls for 
the active engagement of people of 
thought and goodwill in the struggle 
for a better world order to which the 
United Nations is committed. 
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Commentary 

Covenant should be our major theme 

In its RiQvan 1987 message to the 
Baba'is of the world, the Universal 
House of Justice makes the following 
statement: 

"Preparations for the Holy Year 
1992, when the looth anniversary of 
the Ascension of the Blessed Beauty 
and the inception of the Covenant will 
be . commemorated, have already be
gun. It is fitting, then, that the Cov
enant of Baba'u'llah, which links the 
past and the future with the progressive 
stages towards the fulfillment of God's 
ancient Promise, should be the major 
theme of the Six Year Plan. Concentra
tion on this theme will enable us all to 
obtain a deeper appreciation of the 
meaning and the purpose of His Rev
elation-'A Revelation,' in the words 
of the Guardian, 'hailed as the promise 
and crowning glory of past ages and 
centuries, as the consummation of all 
Dispensations within the Adamic Cy
cle, inaugurating an era of at least a 
thousand years' duration, and a cycle 
destined to last no less than five thous
and centuries, signalizing the end of 
the Prophetic Era and the beginning of 
the Era of Fulfillment, unsurpassed 
alike in the duration of its Author's 
ministry and the fecundity and splen
dor of His mission .... ' The questions 
that such concentrated study should 
answer will undoubtedly include the 
meaning of the Baha'i Covenant, its 
origin and what should be our attitude 
towards it." 

A concentrated study of the Cove
nant of Baha'u'llah as recommended 
by the Universal House of Justice re
quires a detailed examination of the 
Holy Writings of the Faith and is be-

This article, "The Covenant of 
Bahli'u'lldh Is the Assurance of the 
Unity of Mankind," Was" written by 
Keyvan Nazerian of East Lansing, 
Michigan. 
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yond the scope of this article. Here we 
may reflect, however, on some of the 
issues presented by the House of Jus
tice in the above passage: (I) 1992 com
memorates the looth anniversary of 
the Ascension of Baha'u'llah and cele
brates the inception of His Covenant; 
(2) the Covenant of Baba'u'llah 
". . . links the past and the future with 
the progressive stages towards the ful
fillment of God's ancient Promise"; 
(3) the Covenant "should be the major 
theme of the Six Year Plan," and (4) 
"concentration on this theme will en
able us all to obtain a deeper apprecia
tion of the meaning and purpose of His 
Revelation .... " 

In God Passes By, the Guardian 
writes about the great sorrow of Ba
ba'is all over the world who found 
themselves totally lost after the Ascen
sion of Baba'u'llah. He then makes 
this remarkable statement: "Yet, as the 
appointed Center of Baba'u'llah's 
Covenant and authorized Interpreter 
of His teaching had Himself later ex
plained, the dissolution of the taber
nacle wherein the soul of the Manifes
tation of God had chosen temporarily 
to abide signalized its release from the 
restrictions which an earthly life had, 
of necessity, imposed upon it. Its in
fluence no longer beclouded by its hu
man temple, that soul could henceforth 
energize the world to a degree unap
proached at any stage in the course of 
its existence on this planet." (p. 244) 

During His ministry, Baba'u'llah 
had completely fulfilled the glorious 
mission entrusted to Him by God. By 
the power of His Revelation, the whole 
universe was re-created and a new spir
itual springtime was begun. He re
vitalized humanity's faith in God and 
created in us a greater awareness of our 
constant need for God's mercy and be
stowals. Baha'u'llah also revealed so
cial teachings and doctrines essential 

for the establishment of His new 
World Order and the consequent eleva
tion of humankind to the stage of ma
turity. In addition to these, and in con
trast to all previous religious systems, 
as the Guardian pointed out, "Above 
all, the Covenant that was to perpetu
ate the influence of that Faith, insure 
its integrity, safeguard it from schism, 
and stimulate its world-wide expan
sion, had been fixed on an inviolable 
basis." (God Passes By, p. 244) 

After the Ascension of Baba'u'llab, 
the splendor of the Manifestation of 
God was now to shine ever brighter 
through the legacy of His Covenant 
and through an administrative order 
whose essential foundations He Him
self had laid, and whose detailed struc
ture was to be delineated by 'Abdu'l
Baha, the Center of His Covenant. 

It is interesting to note that the 
Covenant of Baba'u'llah did not ad
dress itself solely to the issue of suc
cessorship to the Manifestation of 
God, but also defined in clear terms the 
authority and functions of the Center 
of the Covenant, that is, 'Abdu'l
Baba, He to Whom all must ~urn for 
guidance, the only Person to under
stand fully the significance of Baba'
u'llah's mission and the only one Who 
could interpret His Writings. 

Baba'u'llah also created the neces
sary institutions and administrative 
channels through which the spirit of 
His Covenant could flow uninterrup
tedly in the future, a legacy that was 
reiterated by 'Abdu'l-Baba, Who, in 
His Will and Testament, bestowed on 
Shoghi Effendi, the Guardian of the 
Cause of God, the same functions and 
authority that His Father had bestowed 
upon Him. The authority to interpret 
the Writings of Baba'u'llah, an essen
tial element of the Covenant, was given 
only to 'Abdu' 1-Baba, and after him to 
Shoghi Effendi, and lasted for a period 
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of 65 years from the Ascension of 
Baha'u'lhlh in 1892 to the passing of 
Shoghi Effendi in 1957. Both the au
thenticity and duration of this unique 
period of interpretation of the Word of 
God are among the outstanding fea
tures of Baha'u'llah's Covenant. 

After the passing of the beloved 
Guardian, another aspect of the Cov
enant, namely that of loyalty and obe
dience to the Center of the Cause, now 
the Universal House of Justice, re
mained fully in effect. This loyalty to 
the Covenant on the part of Baha'is all 
over the world has carried the Faith tri
umphantly forward to the present time 
and will continue to shape the progres
sive stages of its evolution into the 
future. Thus one finds a dynamic link 
between the Covenant of Baha'u'llah 
and the soul of the Manifestation of 
God. As that soul was released from 
the restrictions of earthly life and 
began to shed its radiance upon the 
world, the Covenant appeared as a di
vine Instrument to "... perpetuate 
the influence of that Faith, insure its 
integrity, safeguard it from schism, 
and stimulate its world-wide expan
sion .... " 

The Universal House of Justice says 
that the Covenant of Baha'u'llah 
". . . links the past and the future with 
the progressive stages towards the ful
fillment of God's ancient Prom
ise. . . ." While it is true that all previ
ous religions have contributed to man's 
spiritual and social enlightenment and 
have succeeded in achieving a rather 
limited but growing sense of unity 
among segments of human society, nei
ther were they destined, as the Guar
dian has said, to fulfill the ancient 
Promise of God and bring about the 
unity of all peoples in one human fam
ily, nor had humanity reached the level 
of maturity necessary to understand 
and to work toward achieving that 
goal. Thus it remained the primary 
goal of the Baha'i Revelation to 
achieve the colossal task of spiritual
izing and unifying the entire human 
race. 

A statement by 'Abdu'l-Baha in the 
Tablets of the Divine Plan illustrates 
how indispensable is the Covenant of 
Baha'u'llAh in the realization of the 
oneness of mankind: ". . . Today no 
power can conserve the oneness of the 
Baha'i world save the Covenant of 
God; otherwise differences like unto a 

most great tempest will encompass the 
Baha'i world .... It is evident that the 
axis of the oneness of the world of 
humanity is the power of the Covenant 
and nothing else .... " (p.IS) So we 
see that it is the power of the Covenant 
that unites human hearts and cements 
the tormented fragments of society in 
the single body of mankind. How 
could the Baha'i Faith bring about the 
unity of mankind if it were not fully 
united itself? And how could the Faith 
have been so united were it not for the 
power of the Covenant of Baha'u'lhih? 
The answers are clearly stated in the 
Writings. Without the Covenant, the 
Baha'i Faith could neither preserve its 
own unity nor could it offer the human 
race any hope for eventual unity. 

Weare now more than two years in
to the Six Year Plan, the goals of which 
are diverse and may vary widely from 
one national community to another. 
But whether these goals are related to 
teaching, pioneering, consolidation, 
education, publication of Baha'i litera
ture, or any other goal of the Plan, we 
are reminded by the Universal House 
of Justice that the major theme of the 
Plan should be the Covenant of BahA'
u'lhih. It is the Covenant that must 
permeate all our services to the Faith, 
to motivate and inspire us to higher 
levels of sacrifice. It then becomes 
clear how important it is for each of us 
to engage in a concentrated study of 
the Covenant to obtain a clearer under
standing of the nature of Baha'u'llah's 
mission and the significance of His stu
pendous Revelation. Once we begin to 
understand more fully the meaning of 
Baha'u'llah's Covenant and to 
glimpse, however dimly, the signifi
cance of His Revelation, we might be
gin to ponder the nature of our respon
sibility toward the Covenant and how 
we can make our belief in it a part of 
our daily lives. To that end, the Guar
dian offers the following guidance: 

"In order to avoid division and dis
ruption, that the Cause may not fall 
prey to conflicting interpretations, and 
lose thereby its purity and pristine 
vigor, that its affairs may be conducted 
with efficiency and promptness, it is 
necessary that everyone should con
scientiously take part in the election of 
these Assemblies, abide by their decis
ions, enforce their decrees, and cooper
ate wholeheartedly in their task of 
stimulating the growth of the Move-

ment throughout all regions." (BaM 'I' 
Administration, p. 41) 

In this passage the Guardian outlines 
three tasks, all based on spiritual prin
ciples, which, when practiced "con
scientiously" and "wholeheartedly," 
will lead to the growth of the Cause of 
God: (1) participating in the election of 
Baha'i Assemblies; (2) abiding by their 
decisions; and (3) cooperating with 
them and supporting their plans and 
programs. It seems that by conscien
tious participation in the election of 
one's local Spiritual Assembly the in
dividual believer achieves a sense of 
unity and togetherness with that di
vinely ordained institution; this unity is 
reinforced as the individual abides by 
the decisions of the Assembly, adopts 
its activities and programs as his or her 
own and works to carry them out. 
Achieving such a state of unity enables 
the individual to play a major role in 
the community and makes him or her 
an essential component in building a 
Baha'i civilization. 

Weare living in a challenging and 
exciting time. The Baha'i community 
throughout the world is expanding at 
an accelerated pace. With this expan
sion, the rest of humanity is gaining a 
greater awareness of the redeeming 
power of the Faith of Baha'u'llAh; the 
influence of the Faith on the social and 
spiritual well-being of humanity is now 
being felt by increasing numbers of 
people and their leaders. Challenges 
and opportunities undreamed-of even 
a few years ago are facing us, in which
ever field of service we are engaged. 
Many wonderful promises given by 
Baha'u'llah are being fulfilled here and 
now. As we face the challenges and the 
opportunities which the fulfillment of 
these promises and the emergence of 
the Faith from obscurity have provided 
us, we must choose carefully our pri
orities and take the proper course of 
action in agreement with the goals of 
the Six Year Plan. Whatever our cir
cumstances, and to whatever extent we 
may succeed in becoming humble in
struments serving the Cause of God, 
we have been promised in the Writings 
that by striving to live a Baha'i life, 
teach the Cause, and support whole
heartedly our administrative institu
tions, we will be playing an essential 
part in extending the protective wings 
of the Covenant of Baha'u'llah over 
the whole of mankind. 

Baha'i News/October 1988 9 



The world 

Panel on ethics draws 600 in Germany 

A panel discussion, "Selling off the 
Creation: Have Our Ethics Failed 
when Facing the Environment," spon
sored by the National Spiritual As
sembly of Germany, was held last July 
7 at the city hall in Hofheim. 

More than 600 people were present 
for the event, which explored the role 
of religion in environmental conserva
tion. 

The panelists were Professor Ernst 
Ulrich von Weizsacker, director of the 
Institute for European Environmental 
Politics in Bonn, London and Paris; 
Professor Philip Schmitz of the Philo
sophical-Theological University of the 
Jesuits of Frankfurt; Dr. Ingeborg 
Franken, a physicist and member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Germany; and Dr. Gottfried Edel, a 

Venezuela 

'hun~'nat~~~~~~~~ 
M'{ School near Maracaibo, Venezu
ela, learn mathematics with playing 
cards. The school serves a specific local 
need by providing education for child-
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member of the cultural section of the 
German federal television network. 

The event was especially significant 
in that panelists came from a variety of 
religious and scientific backgrounds. 
Its success, according to a report from 
the National Spiritual Assembly, was 
due to the fact that it addressed an 
issue currently affecting society and in
cluded non-Baha'i speakers. 

The panel was one of several events 
held during a "cultural week" in Hof
heim organized by the Federal State of 
Hessen and publicized by millions of 
programs distributed throughout the 
country. 

The Baha'i House of Worship in 
Langenhain was featured in the pro
gram along with a Baha'i exhibit, the 
panel discussion, and a Baha'i pro-

ren are not to govern
ment schools for reasons of age, learn
ing disabilities, lack of a birth certifi
cate or inability to pay for school sup 
plies. 

gram for children entitled "Program 
for World Peace: Music and Dance." 

• 
Almost 500 Baha'is gathered in Hof

heim last May 22, following the Na
tional Baha'i Convention, for a Na
tional Teaching Conference. 

Consultation was focused on the 
Ri'.ivan message from the Universal 
House of Justice and reports from the 
National Convention. Also, slides and 
video tapes of the sixth International 
Convention were shown. 

• 
Several well-known Baha'is who 

were visiting Germany were among 
those attending a worship service last 
July 9 at the Baha'i House of Worship 
in Langenhain which marked the anni
versary of the martyrdom of the Bab. 

Nearly 400 Baha'is and their guests 
from several countries enjoyed the ser
vice and had the privilege of meeting 
and hearing from the Hand of the 
Cause of God 'Ali Akbar Furutan; 
Adib Taherzadeh, a member of the 
Universal House of Justice; Counsellor 
Hartmut Grossmann, who was en 
route to Haifa, Israel, where he now 
serves as a member of the International 
Teaching Centre; and two former 
Counsellor members of the Teaching 
Centre, ' Aziz Yazdi and Anneliese 
Bopp. 

• 
Local and regional newspapers 

throughout Germany continue to pub
lish favorable articles on the activities 
of local Baha'i communities, such as 
the election of local Spiritual Assem
blies and the observance of Baha'i 
Holy Days. 

The great majority of these articles 
no longer refer to the persecution of 
Baha'is in Iran but reflect instead the 
broad range of activities presently un
dertaken by Baha'is. 

r 



Finland 
The Baha'is of Finland took part last 

May in a street display festival in Oulu 
during which 25 local groups presented 
their development projects in Third 
World countries. 

The Baha'is of Oulu introduced to 
the public their varied social and eco
nomic development projects in India, 
Africa and Latin America. 

About 30 color photographs taken 
from a slide show prepared by the Ba
ha'i International Community were 
shown with captions and statistics. 
There was also a map of the world and 
several attractive UN posters. 

The display sign read, "The interna
tional Baha'i community has more 
than 1,200 development projects in 
about 1,000 localities." 

Introductory pamphlets on the Faith 
and copies of the peace statement were 
given to visitors, many of whom asked 
questions about the teachings of the 
Faith. 

The "Market of Possibilities," as it 
was called, received coverage on two 
local radio programs which mentioned 
the Baha'i Faith. The event is sched
uled to be held again in May 1989. 

Swaziland 
Princess Gcinaphi Lindi Khumalo of 

Swaziland is a Baha'i who has been 
taking part since November 1987 in a 
course offered by the Hebrew Uni
versity and Hadassah Hospital in Jeru
salem leading to the degree of Master 
of Public Health. 

Last July 16, she and 17 of her col
leagues in the MPH program were in
vited by the Secretary-General of the 
Baha'i International Community to 
visit the Baha'i Holy Places in Haifa 
and 'Akka. 

The group, representing 10 countries 
of Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and 
Pacific, was received by Amatu '1-Baba 
Ruhiyyih Kbanum. All expressed their 
gratitude for the warm hospitality 
shown them throughout their day-long 
visit, and their delight at the beauty of 
the Shrines and gardens. 

During her stay in Israel, Princess 
Gcinaphi has been presented formally 
to the Prime Minister and President of 
the State of Israel. Both occasions re
ceived media coverage. 

" 
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Pictured is the Bahti '{ display at last 
May's 'Market of Possibilities' in Ou
lu, Finland. The event, which featured 
displays from about 25 groups with de-

United Kingdom 
Last April 23, the Baha'is of Car

diff, Wales, were hosts to 125 guests at 
the Temple of Peace, where they cele
brated the 40th anniversary of the for
mation of their local Spiritual Assem
bly, the first in Wales. 

Guests from the local council and 
church took part in the event, creating 
an apparent "interfaith flavor" in the 
friendly exchange of spiritual hopes 
and aspirations. 

A Unitarian minister, Roy John, 
spoke of the close ties that the Baha'is 
of Cardiff have with the United Na
tions Association and the interfaith 
group in that city, and praised their 
persistent work for peace. 

Before the celebration, Welsh in
dependent television interviewed two 
members of the Baha'i community of 
Cardiff on the program "Wales on 
Sunday," which has an audience of 
about 70,000. 

• 
Amid stirring deliberations ignited 

by the RiQvan message from the Uni
versal House of Justice, "Youth Chal
lenge '88" was launched at the fourth 
annual National Youth Convention 
held May 20-22 in Edinburgh, Scot
land. 

The "Challenge" is an initiative of 

velopment projects in Third World 
countries, was so successful that it is to 
be repeated in May 1989. 

the Baha'i youth of the United King
dom which is aimed at reaching the 
mass of young people in those islands 
with the healing Message of Baha'
u'llah. 

At its heart is a series of projects 
with the key themes of prayer, audacity 
and movement. 

At the first Youth Challenge even
ing, in Edinburgh, 9,000 invitations 
were sent to leading Scottish youth 
organizations. About 40 young people 
from a variety of religious, political 
and social groups responded. 

Among exciting results are the forth
coming active participation of Baha'i 
youth as voting delegates to the British 
Youth Council and the proposed publi
cation of a document addressed to 
young people in the United Kingdom 
pinpointing current concerns and so
cial issues and inviting them to consult 
with Baha'i youth committees on these 
and other matters. 

Sri Lanka 
National television in Sri Lanka de

lighted the hearts of the friends with its 
coverage of the sixth Baha'i Interna
tional Convention in Haifa, Israel, 
news of which was broadcast in three 
languages. 
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Australia 
Thelma Perks, a former Counsellor 

for Australasia, Auxiliary Board mem
ber, and member of the National Spir
itual Assembly of Australia, died last 
May at the age of 86. 

Miss Perks, who became a Baha'i in 
1947, was one of the few remaining Ba
ha'is who knew both Clara and Hyde 
Dunn, the pioneers who opened the 
continent of Australia to the Faith. 

In 1950 she donated nine acres of 
land to the Yerrinbool Baha'i School, 
insisting that it not be named after her. 
Three years later, when the Ten Year 
Crusade began, she was one of several 
Baha'is who moved temporarily (in her 
case, to Grafton, New South Wales) to 
open goal areas. 

In 1954 she was elected for the first 
time to the National Spiritual Assem
bly, and shortly afterward was ap
pointed with Collis Featherstone by the 
Hand of the Cause of God Clara Dunn 
to serve as an Auxiliary Board mem
ber. 

Miss Perks served until 1963 as both 
an Auxiliary Board member and mem
ber of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Australia, meanwhile teaching the 
Faith throughout the Pacific area. 

In June 1968, when the Universal 
House of Justice announced the estab
lishment of II Continental Boards of 
Counsellors, the Board for Australasia 
consisted of Suhayl Ala'i, Howard 
Harwood and Thelma Perks. 

Miss Perks served as a Counsellor 
until her retirement from that position 
in 1980. Her sadness over many years 
that members of her family took no in
terest in her Baha'i activities turned to 
joy in recent years when her niece, An
nette Sherringham, became a Baha'i. 

• 
Jack Malardy, a 90-year-old Baha'i 

who is the elected leader of six Abo
riginal tribes living together in Bid
yadanga, 150 km (93 miles) south of 
Broome in the north of Western Aus
tralia, undertook an extensive journey 
as a delegate to this year's National 
Convention, visiting Baha'is and non
Baha'is along the way. 

Mr. Malardy was the first Aborig
inal believer in Bidyadanga. Six 
months after he embraced the Cause, 
there were enough Baha'is there to 
form the first local Spiritual Assembly 
of Bidyadanga. 
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Last May, Mr. Malardy was elected 
delegate from his area to the National 
Convention in Melbourne, which is 
about 6,500 km (4,030 miles) from Bid
yadanga. He was accompanied on his 
long journey by the delegate from the 
neighboring region, Firaydun Mithaq. 

• 
In February the Baha'is of Madding

ton, West Australia, were invited to en
tertain at an evening celebration given 
by three local Rotary Clubs to mark 
the 83rd anniversary of Rotary Inter
national. 

A program whose theme was peace 
included cultural dances and choral 
selections, after which copies of the 
peace statement were given to two dis
trict governors and three presidents. 

The chairman referred at length to 
the Baha'i teachings, encouraging 
members of Rotary to become familiar 
with them and ask questions of the Ba
ha'is who were present. Many of the 
150 people at the event asked for litera
ture on the Faith. 

• 
Two local Spiritual Assemblies in 

New South Wales are working together 
on a campaign for "entry by troops" 
that is attracting seekers and trans-

Botswana 

Dr. Gaositwe Chiepe (left), Botswana's 
Minister of External Affairs, accepts a 
copy of <The Promise of World Peace' 
from Counsel/or Lal/y Warren as Zia 
Ahmadzadegan, public relations of
ficer for the Bahd'f community of 
Botswana, looks on. Dr. Chiepe ex-

forming the Baha'i community. 
One report said, "It was such an in

credible feeling to go to bed every night 
during that week with a voice so hoarse 
from teaching the Faith." 

The careful planning includes four 
aspects: (1) creating mass awareness of 
what the Faith is and what it has to of
fer; (2) making the Faith highly visible; 
(3) making it easily accessible to the 
public; and (4) creating greater confi
dence in the believers by assuring them 
of Baha'u'llah's promised assistance. 

One effective teaching aid has been a 
large badge which reads, "I'm a Ba
ha'i. Ask me why," which is worn by 
both Baha'i children and adults. 

• 
In Queensland, Australia, the Baha'i 

Faith is now regarded as "a religious 
body for the purposes of the Stamp 
Duty Act." This means that local Spir
itual Assemblies in that state are ex
empted from the payment of stamp du
ty on any properties they purchase. 

The ruling came about after the Spir
itual Assembly of Brisbane, about to 
purchase some property, sought an ex
emption and found that it had pre
viously been given only to Christian 
denominations. 

pressed her personal commitment and 
that of the government of Botswana to 
the cause of world peace and com
mended the Bahd'{ community for its 
efforts in promoting this vital princi
ple. 



Zaire 
Baha'i mothers and representatives 

from the Department of Women's Af
fairs and various religions filled the 
National Baha'i Centre in Kinshasa, 
Zaire, last March 27 to take part in a 
conference on family health. 

The event, which was part of a socio
economic program organized by the 
Baha'i mothers, focused primarily on 
the prevention of childhood diseases. 

The delegate from the Department 
of Women's Affairs was so impressed 
by the instructor, Dr. Farzin Davachi, 
that she asked the Baha'i community 
for permission to place Dr. Davachi at 
the disposal of her department for a 
conference tour on the same theme in 
the zones of the capital. 

• 
An adventurous traveling teacher 

trekked through isolated areas of Zaire 
last December and January, areas gen
erally regarded as inaccessible because 
of their remoteness and the hostility of 
local residents toward outsiders. 

Makolo Yapanu of Kinshasha, trav
eling under the aegis of the Auxiliary 
Board of Western Zaire, went some 57 
km (35 miles) on foot to visit the vil
lages of Mabunzi, Pangi Bolia, and Bi
belo I, 2 and 3 in the equatorial forest. 

His efforts led to the enrollment of 
27 people, among whom was the chief 
of a village. 

Japan 

The Baha'is of Japan held their an
nual Teaching Conference last March 
25-27 in Yamaguchi. 

This year's event included only two 
plenary addresses, with the main fea
tures of the conference being a teach
ing project focusing on a questionnaire 
titled "How International Are You?" 
and a public Peace Festival. 

The festival introduced participants 
to teaching techniques that have been 
quite successful in the Nishi-Chugoku 
area of the country. Featured were 
thought-provoking displays about 
world peace and Baha'i solutions; 
English and Japanese "conversation 
corners," and children's activities. 

Well over 100 people from the area, 
three of whom embraced the Cause, at
tended the festival. 

Chile 
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This photograph of the main building 
of Radio Bahti'{ Chile in Labranza, 
Commune of Temuco, was taken in 
February, shortly after the celebration 
of the station's first anniversary. Radio 

During February, the group of young 
Bahci'ls shown here, from the commu
nities of Las Condes and Temuco, San
tiago, volunteered between one and 
two weeks each to Radio Bahti'{ Chi/e. 

Alaska 
At the third annual meeting of the 

Interior Alaska Ecumenical Peace with 
Justice Council, held last May in Fair
banks, the Baha'i Faith was given an 
award in recognition of its "Peace 
Talks" television series. 

David Rychetnik, who represented 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Alaska at the meeting, said he was 
pleased to accept the award on behalf 
of the National Assembly and the Ba~ 
ha'is of the Fairbanks area who made 

Bahti'l: operating on 1160 kHz and 
serving principally the indigenous pop
ulation of Mapuche Indian communi
ties, was officially opened on Decem
ber 20, 1986. 

Their project helped fUlfill a youth 
'week of service' campaign launched 
by the National Spiritual Assembly as a 
part of its goals for the Six Year Plan 
directed specifically toward youth. 

the effort to get the spots on the air. 
"We have a long road ahead before 

real peace will be established," he said, 
"but Baha'is believe there is great hope 
for mankind, and that slowly, some
times painfully, our eyes are opening. 

"After all, as this television cam
paign tries to point out, peace truly 
begins in our hearts . . . and under the 
right circumstances, as we know, 
hearts have been known to change ... 
instantly." 
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Nicaragua 

EI Nuevo Diario, a national daily 
newspaper in Managua, Nicaragua, 
has published several recent articles 
about the Baha'i Faith voluntarily and 
free of charge. 

One was entitled "The Origin and 
Principles of the Faith," another "The 
Promise of World Peace," and a third 
"Participation of Delegates to the 6th 
International Baha'i Convention in 
Haifa." 

• 
Six members of the Baha'i New Era 

India 

Pictured are students who are receiving 
practical experience in rural technology 
in a course offered by the New Era De
velopment Institute at Panchgani, Ma-

The Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, 
His Excellency Ranasinghe Prema
dasa, visited the Baha'i House of Wor
ship in India last April S. He was ac
companied by Sri Lanka's High Com
missioner in India. 

The Prime Minister, who is the first 
head of state to visit the Temple, spent 
an hour there and attended a devo
tional service. 

A packet of literature presented to 
him contained selections from the 
Sacred Writings in Sinhalese, a copy of 
the peace statement, the book The 
Dawning Place, and photographs of 
the House of Worship. 

In return, Mr. Premadasa, who ex-
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Youth Club were interviewed recently 
by a local radio station in Jinotepe, 
Nicaragua. 

The club, which began with eight 
members, now boasts an enrollment of 
28 youth, the majority of whom are 
not Baha'is. Its purpose is to maintain 
unity in diversity while enjoying social 
and cultural activities. 

• 
Cristina Arouz, secretary of the Na-

tional Spiritual Assembly of Nica
ragua, and Auxiliary Board member 

harashtra, India. A selected group of 
students, Baha'i and non-Baha'I: took 
part in the three-month course. 

pressed his appreciation for the Tem
ple's design and purpose, presented a 
gift of a lovely brass plaque and in
structed the High Commissioner to 
send a volume of the Dhamapada for 
the Temple library. 

The Baha'is took the opportunity to 
express to the Prime Minister their ap
preciation for the recognition given an
nually to World Religion Day in Sri 
Lanka and for that country's issuance 
in 1986 of a commemorative postage 
stamp honoring the Baha'i-sponsored 
event. 

The Prime Minister's visit was tele
vised in India and covered by the Sri 
Lankan and Indian press. 

Carlos Manzanares were interviewed 
for 10 minutes on television last June 
14, marking the first time in 13 years 
that the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Nicaragua was able to arrange such an 
interview about the Faith. 

Arctic Circle 
After remaining for four years a pio

neering goal for Canada, the Spiritual 
Assembly of Inuvik, Northwest Terri
tories, was incorporated last April 11 
by the government of the Northwest 
Territories, thus becoming the north
ernmost incorporated Assembly in 
North America. 

Inuvik, the center of the Inuit peo
ple, is situated about 97 km (60 miles) 
south of the Beaufort Sea and 2S0 km 
(ISS miles) north of the Arctic Circle. 

It is the largest town north of the 
Arctic Circle and an administrative, 
communications and fur-trading center 
with an economy stimulated by oil and 
gas exploration. The Baha'i communi
ty consists of 17 adults, three youth 
'Uld a number of children. 

United States 
Thirty-five people from 10 states, 

none of whom was a Baha'i, took part 
in an Elderhostel program held last 
April 30 at the Bosch Baha'i School 
near Santa Cruz, California. 

Three five-hour courses were pre
sented including a course on "The Eco
nomics of a World Commonwealth" 
prepared in cooperation with the Ba
ha'i Club at the University of Califor
nia-Santa Cruz. The course, taught by 
a Baha'i, explored the economic the
ories of Marxism, socialism, Judaism, 
Christianity, Islam and the Baha'i 
Faith. 

One enthusiastic participant said she 
looked forward to returning to Bosch 
for another such program, adding that 
she would "probably be a Baha'i by 
then." 

Elderhostels are a network of more 
than 900 educational institutions found 
in 30 countries around the world. They 
offer special low-cost, short-term res
idential academic programs for adults 
over 60 years of age, believing that 
one's later years can provide an oppor
tunity for new experiences. 
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Guyana 

Two Baha'i physicians from Great 
Britain, Drs. Rustom Beheshti and 
Farzin Rahmani, visited Guyana for 
two weeks last June to conduct lectures 
and work at Georgetown Hospital. 

At a reception at the National Cul
tural Centre in Georgetown, Prime 
Minister Hamilton Green said that the 
coming of a Baha'i medical team was a 
tangible demonstration of the ongoing 
concern the Baha'is of Guyana have 
for the welfare of their countrymen. 

The following day, two radio broad
casts mentioned the reception. The 
report was repeated once or twice on 
subsequent days. 

In the evenings, the Baha'i physi
cians took part in teaching activities. 
On Tuesday evening they attended a 
public meeting at the Zeeburg School, 
at which more than 200 people were 
present and 12 were enrolled in the 
Faith. 

Two public meetings the following 
evening, one in Leonora that drew 80 
people, the other at Grove Village with 
an audience of 300, resulted in a total 
of 20 declarations. 

Other public meetings were held 
throughout their visit, attracting many 
people and inspiring some to declare 
their faith in Baha'u'lhih. 

• 
By the end of May, the teaching goal 

of Guyana's "Youth on the Move" 
campaign was won, with 261 new Ba
ha'is enrolled, far surpassing the target 
of 50. 

Other goals-increasing the number 
of children's classes conducted by 
youth, increasing the number of areas 
holding youth activities, fund-raising, 
and increasing participation at the 
Nineteen Day Feast and local deepen
ings-also met with success. 

Phase Two of the campaign was to 
run from June 1 through July 31. 

• 
The fifth annual Border Camp of 

Guyana and Suriname was held last 
April 1-4 in Corriverton, Courantyne, 
Guyana. 

More than 120 people took part in
cluding representatives from all three 
counties in Guyana. 

Also attending were eight members 
of Guyana's National Spiritual Assem
bly, three Auxiliary Board members, 
and Baha'is from Malaysia, Suriname 
and Barbados. 

Dr. Rustom Beheshti of Great Britain 
(center) explains a point about the 
Shrine of the Bab to the Prime Minister 
of Guyana, Hamilton Green, during a 
reception last June honoring a Baha'{ 

Canada 
The works of three Baha'is-Geof

frey Nash, Nancy Raham and Roger 
White-were recently featured in two 
Canadian literary publications, the 
New Canadian Review (Vol. 1, No.2), 
and the White Wall Review 1988. 

• 
The Chinese Teaching Committee of 

the Baha'is of Montreal, Quebec, sup
ported by the local Spiritual Assembly, 
undertook an audacious project on the 
occasion of the Chinese new year last 
February. 

A contest was held by the Baha'is for 
the Chinese communities of Montreal 
and Toronto. Four quotations from 
various religions were printed in Mont
real's Chinese-language newspaper, in 
the Toronto Chinese Canadian Daily, 
and advertised on a Chinese-language 
radio station in Montreal. Those enter
ing the contest had to identify the re
ligion in which each quotation origi
nated; first prize was a copy of the new 
Encyclopedia of Peace. 

As a part of the project, a booth was 
set up in a fair in Chinatown that pro
vided an opportunity for a diverse 

medical team that visited the country 
for two weeks. At the left is the other 
member of that team, Dr. Farzin Rah
mani. 

group of Baha'is to talk to many of the 
thousands of people passing through . 
Copies of the peace statement were 
given out along with 500-600 balloons 
with "the earth is one country" written 
on them in Chinese. 

Lesotho 
About 30 people gathered last March 

8 at a Baha'i home in Maseru, Le
sotho, to celebrate International Wom
en's Day. The event was planned by 
local Baha'is in consultation with of
ficers of the United Nations and the 
Women's Alliance. 

A Baha'i, Mrs. Debbie Christensen, 
opened the program with a look back 
at major efforts to since 1946 to realize 
the equality of men and women, look
ing especially at the 1975-85 UN Dec
ade for Women. 

Afterward, representatives from the 
UN office and the Lesotho Alliance for 
Women presented talks outlining the 
need to address the issue of equality in 
a manner appropriate to the people 
and the cultural environment in Le
sotho. 
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Hong Kong 
On learning of an imminent lecture 

tour in China by Dr. Ervin Laszlo, the 
Baha'is of Hong Kong organized a 
five-day itinerary of events coupled by 
an extensive media and publicity cam
paign in Hong Kong. 

The itinerary included lectures at 
universities, press conferences attended 
by 10-15 reporters, tours and recep
tions. 

In his lectures, Dr. Laszlo, an inter
nationally known philosopher and 
member of the Club of Rome, quoted 
extensively from the Baha'i writings, 
drawing parallels between current sci
entific thought and the teachings of the 
Faith. 

He has developed a close relation
ship with the Baha'i Faith, first 
through the United Nations office of 
the Baha 'f International Community in 
New York and later as a guest speaker 
at many Baha'i conferences in Canada 
and the U.S. 

• 
Three pioneers to Hong Kong were 

overwhelmed by the loving reception 
given to them by Baha'is at the Chim
awan Refugee Camp on Lan Tao Is
land when they arrived last April 21 to 
help with the election of the local Spir
itual Assembly. 

The devotion of the refugees touch
ed the visitors as well. A picture of 
'Abdu'l-Baha and a vase of flowers 
graced a table beside a carefully con
structed ballot box. Even though some 
of the refugees hadn't been Baha'is 
very long, there appeared to be a real 
sense of appreciation for the signifi
cance of the election. 

The election itself began with pray
ers, and afterward an elaborate Viet
namese RiQvan supper was served to 
all. 

• 
Under an ordinance passed June 16 

by the Legislative Council of Hong 
Kong, that country's National Spir
itual Assembly was officially incor
porated. 

The move gives the Faith vitally im
portant legal status and protection 
under the law, even after 1997 when 
Hong Kong is to become a part of the 
People's Republic of China. 
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Brazil 

Enedino Rodrigues Benevides, a Ba
ha'i youth from Brazil, is one of six 
recipients worldwide of the Rotary In
ternational "Pro-Peace" Prize. 

For winning, Mr. Benevides received 
a one-year scholarship to Leeds Uni
versity in England where he plans to 
study international history, philosophy 
and political science while carrying the 
title of "Goodwill Ambassador" for 
Rotary International. 

The young Baha'i from Goiania 
State attributes his success to the Ba
ha'i Faith. 

• 
Last year a Baha'i committee for the 

coordination of women's activities was 
established with a membership of nine 
women representing six communities in 
southern Brazil. 

The committee held its first Institute 
last June 11-12 in Londrina, Parana 
State, and has distributed 6,000 pam
phlets to the public on the equality of 
men and women as well as a BaM'i 
prayer for expectant mothers . 

• 
The opening of a mass teaching cam-

Alaska 
The director of the Baha'i Office of 

Public Affairs was among 20 people in
vited to a recent meeting in Anchorage, 
Alaska, to discuss the topic of world 
peace with a delegation of Soviet phy
sicians. 

During the meeting, the Soviets ask
ed each of those in the audience to in
troduce himself and present a brief talk 
on his or her ideas and actions for 
peace. 

The two Baha'is present, David Ry
chetnik and Marian Johnson, had pre
pared packets of material including 
copies of the peace statement and other 
publications. The packets given to the 
Soviet guests included Russian transla
tions of the peace statement. 

• 
An incredible personal teaching pro

ject was undertaken last April by Judi 
McClain, a 42-year-old grandmother 
from Kotzebue, Alaska. 

Alone, except for her 11 sled dogs, 
she traveled more than 300 miles by 
sled to visit villages in the Nana region. 
On some days, she traveled up to 60 

paign in Paraiba State, Brazil, was one 
immediate result of a youth conference 
held last July 8-10 in Salvador, Bahia. 

About 150 youth were joined in the 
effort by Counsellors Eloy Anello and 
Rolf von Czekus, three members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Brazil, 
and two Auxiliary Board members. 

The conference supplied 30 Baha'i 
teachers to local communities as they 
began to organize a campaign aimed at 
opening all the municipalities in the 
State to the Faith and forming 19 new 
local Spiritual Assemblies by RiQvan 
1989. 

• 
The Baha'i Development Agency for 

the Amazon (ADCAM) sponsors a 
home for abandoned children, called 
Lar Linda Tanure Home, in Brazil. 

Thirty-five children are in residence 
with a constant flow of admissions and 
departures as children are prepared for 
integration into society. 

Nine of the children are enrolled in 
public schools, while others are being 
trained at the home at the pre-school 
and first grade levels. 

miles. 
Mrs. McClain has planned a similar 

journey for later this year, traveling 
this time some 600 miles to visit two 
villages she did not reach on her first 
trip. 

• 
Two Baha'is in Petersburg, Alaska, 

serve as volunteers in the Women 
Against Violent Emergencies (WAVE) 
program in their community. 

When domestic violence occurs, the 
program calls upon local ministers and 
Baha'i volunteers for help. During a 
two-year period 26 people have em
braced the Faith in Petersburg as a re
sult of contacts made with Baha'is in
volved in this community program. 

Republic of Ireland 
A 1988 desk calendar, which is being 

distributed throughout the Republic of 
Ireland by major companies, lists the 
Baha'i Faith among seven religions 
under the heading "Major Religious 
Denominations.' , 

I 



Tanzania 

PI,'TJJ.rPfl are many of the 100 people 
who attended a National Baha'I' Youth 

About 100 people attended a Na
tional Baha'i Youth Conference held 
for four days last June at the Ruaha 
Technical Secondary Baha'i School in 
Iringa, Tanzania. 

Belgium 
Aid to the needy in the Charleroi 

region of Belgium was the topic at a 

Korea 
In March the Baha'is of Korea un

dertook mass teaching, fielding a full
time traveling team in various parts of 
the country, a team in Seoul every day, 
and another in Cheju every weekend. 

At a teaching conference March 5-6, 
participants heard about the teaching 
work in Taiwan, which had inspired 
the current project in Korea. 

Nine volunteers completed a teacher 
training institute held March 24-29, 
while others attended many of the ses
sions and have helped in the daily 
teaching in Seoul. 

The National Spiritual Assembly re
ports that the new spirit of love and 
unity within the Korean Baha'i com
munity had attracted 46 new believers 
during the first two weeks of the cam
paign. 

Conference last June at the Ruaha 
Technical Secondary Bahd'i School in 

Because of recent transportation 
problems within the country, this was 
considered to be a very high level of at
tendance. 

Members of the National Spiritual 

youth workshop held last January 
30-31. 

After an evening of consultation, the 
25 youth, several adult Baha'is and 
some non-Baha'is reconvened the fol
lowing day for prayers and inspiration, 
then went to work repairing moisture
damaged homes, cleaning houses, 
helping immigrant Moroccan children 
with their school work, and visiting 
elderly people who were happy to meet 
enthusiastic youth. 

That evening, stories of the day were 
shared and everyone agreed that the ef
fort should be continued. Two young 
people volunteered to keep in touch 
with the families that were served and 
to be available when needed. 

• 
At a gathering in Brussels last 

March, a group of 13 people embraced 
the Faith. 

The group is composed of highly 
educated people who had been attend
ing meetings at the Baha'i Center there 
for about two months. 

1ringa, Tanzania. 

Assembly and the Auxiliary Board 
were among those at the conference, 
whose theme was "Bringing People 
Together. " 

Gabon 
Many new teaching initiatives have 

been undertaken by individuals and 
groups of Baha'is in Gabon as a result 
of the first of two Regional Teaching 
Conferences held last December in Ga
bon's capital city, Libreville. 

In March, 21 people embraced the 
Faith in Bounguia II, a Pygmy village 
some 15 km (9.3 miles) from France
ville. The village chief, Jean-Baptiste 
Mouyiki, was the first to enroll. 

These successes came after an indiv
idual Baha'i had adopted the village as 
his personal teaching goal. 

• 
Cooperation among local and re

gional civil authorities and the Baha'is 
of Gabon has resulted in the start of 
construction of a dispensary that will 
serve the needs of about 1,000 people 
in six localities. 

Baha'is are coordinating the build
ing project with other local people pro
viding the labor. The regional govern
ment is supplying masons and carpen
ters. 
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United States 

Gregory Institute hosts Peace Fest '88 

A second appearance by the Baha'i 
"Peace Orchestra" and the presenta
tion of an award to Mrs. Billye Aaron, 
vice-president of the United Negro 
College Fund and wife of baseball 
superstar Henry Aaron, were among 
the highlights of Peace Fest '88 at the 
Louis G. Gregory Baha'i Institute near 
Hemingway, South Carolina. 

The third annual event, sponsored 
by the Gregory Institute and WLGI 
Radio Baha'i, began Friday, Septem
ber 16, with an evening of "music to 
inspire the soul" featuring Gospel 
singers and choirs from allover the 
Palmetto State. 

Saturday's activities included a 
"youth fest," the presentation of the 
Louis G. Gregory Peace Award to 
Mrs. Aaron, and an evening jazz con
cert by the 1 S-member Peace Orches
tra. 

On Sunday, the Institute held a wor
ship service for peace at which the 
speaker was Dr. Wilma Ellis, director 
of the Baha'i International Communi
ty's offices in New York City. 

Following the service, Peace Fest '88 
ended with a barbecue and picnic 
lunch. 

Also taking part in Peace Fest '88 
was Kevin Locke, a Lakota Indian Ba
ha'i who performed his well-known 
hoop dance, played the flute for those 
at the Peace Fest, and also performed 
for more than 600 black elementary 
school children at St. Mark School. 

Besides receiving the Peace Award, 
Mrs. Aaron was keynote speaker at 
Saturday afternoon's Peace Forum at 
which the Louis G. Gregory Am
bassador of Education Award was 
given to Mrs. Ruby Forsyth for more 
than SO years of service as a teacher. 

Taking part in the forum with Mrs. 
Aaron were three representatives from 
nearby school districts: Joan Thomp-

Above: Saxophonist Marvin (Doc) 
Holladay leads the Bahd'f Peace Or
chestra during Peace Fest '88 at the 
Louis G. Gregory Baha'{ Institute. 

son, assistant superintendent of in
struction, Williamsburg County; C.B. 
Dodson, superintendent, Georgetown 
District; and Muriel O'Tuel, assistant 
to the superintendent, Horry County 
District. 

The Peace Orchestra dedicated its 
concert to the memory of Steve 
Perlow, a talented musician and Baha'i 
who died in August. 

The orchestra was directed this year 

Below: Kevin Locke, a Lakota Indian 
Bahd'f, performs the traditional hoop 
dance before another appreciative au
dience at the Peace Fest. 

by baritone saxophonist Marvin (Doc) 
Holladay. 

The other members were trumpeters 
George Graham, Warren Kime, Roger 
Lewis and Paul Seaforth; saxophonists 
Jay Corre, Ernest Hensley and Roger 
Hogan; trombonists Bruce Clark, La
ney Furr and Jim Tangney; bass trum
peter Ed Kraft; pianist J obo Di Mar
tino; drummer Sherman Ferguson; and 
bassist Walter Urban. 

Baha'i News/November 1988 1 



Canada 

Maxwell Baba'i School opens its doors 

Well over a year of hard work and 
careful preparation was culminated 
September 19 when the Maxwell Baha'i 
School in Shawnigan Lake, British Co
lumbia, the first full-time academic Ba
hd'i school in North America, began 
classes for grades 7-9. The following 
report from the school recounts some 
of the history of its development and 
discusses its plans for the future. 

• 
Maxwell's flrst-ever group of stu

dents represents a variety of nations 
and cultural backgrounds-Japan, Sa
moa, Papua New Guinea, Tanzania, 
South Africa, New Zealand, Canada, 
United States, Native American, Per
sian, and black American-expressing 
one of the fondest hopes for Maxwell. 
As one looked around the dining hall 
at students and staff gathered for their 
fmt meals as the "Maxwell School 
family," one truly had an opportunity 
to "consider the flowers of the garden: 

though differing in kind, color, form, 
and shape, yet . . . invigorated by the 
rays of one sun, this diversity increas
eth their charm, and addeth to their 
beauty." ('Abdu'l-Baha) 

As the school develops, it is hoped 
that students from all nations will at
tend. Dr. Ray Johnson, the principal, 
has invited local and national Baha'i 
communities to consider funding 
scholarship programs to enable an 
ever-increasing number and diversity 
of students to attend Maxwell. "We re
member the Master's statement," says 
Dr. Johnson, "that one of the pur
poses of education is 'to bring those 
who have been excluded into the circle 
of intimate friends,' and we deeply 
hope that Maxwell may be such a 
place." 

The story of the Maxwell Interna
tional Baha'i School actually began 
long before the National Spiritual As
sembly of Canada purchased the prop-

An aerial view of the lovely Maxwell British Columbia, which began classes 
Bahd'l School at Shawnigan Lake, in September. 
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erty in the spring of 1987. The site was 
first developed at the turn of the cen
tury as a tourist retreat known as 
Strathcona Lodge. Later, in the early 
1900s, the lodge became Strathcona 
Lodge School, a girls' boarding school. 
Strathcona School continued until the 
late 1970s when financial difficulties 
forced it to close. 

Some years before the closing of 
Strathcona School, a major rue de
stroyed significant school buildings, 
which necessitated the rebuilding, ex
pansion and modernization of the cam
pus. It is this rebuilt and expanded ver
sion of the Strathcona School property 
which passed into the hands of the Ba
ha'is. Because the school property had 
been unused for more than a decade, 
preparations to receive students includ
ed substantial work on the physical 
plant. Although work on buildings and 
grounds will be a continuing process, 
the major projects relating to making 
the campus safe, functional and lovely 
were completed by the time students 
arrived. Because of the efforts of 
school staff and many dedicated volun
teers to refurbish the long-unused 
buildings and to beautify the grounds, 
visitors now are touched by the beauty 
of the campus-the freshly painted 
buildings, the lovely gardens, and the 
forested, lakefront setting. Maxwell 
School is, indeed, a developing jewel 
on Shawnigan Lake. _ 

The Maxwell teaching staff were 
asked to arrive on campus five weeks 
before the coming of the students to 
allow for an extended period in which 
to develop a strong foundation of unity 
with respect to the school's educational 
vision, curriculum, and methods of in
struction. This period of orientation 
was intended, first, to "spiritualize" 
the vision-to orient thoughts toward 
the spiritual significance of education 
and to develop an educational ap-



proach that was firmly grounded in the 
Baha'i principles. Intensive group con
sultation was focused on the Baha'i 
Writings, as they provide guidance re
garding the human reality of body, 
mind, soul and spirit; the purpose of 
education; the role of the teacher; sug
gested curriculum and methods; and 
other pertinent topics. Integrated in 
this exploration was consideration of 
contemporary "cutting edge" educa
tional theory and practice, the goal be
ing to develop an educational approach 
that best expressed a dynamic fusion of 
the Book of Revelation and the Book 
of Creation-of Baha'i principles and 
the best of contemporary research and 
thought. 

Before the opening, preparations 
were given special meaning through 
visits by the Hand of the Cause of God 
William Sears and Mrs. Sears, and two 
members of the Universal House of 
Justice, Hooper Dunbar and David 
Rube with Mrs. Rube. 

The Maxwell teaching staff have a 
wide diversity of previous teaching ex
perience and professional training. All 
staff teach classes in one or two "core" 
subject areas (visual arts, English, sci
ence, social studies, French, music, 
physical education, math and compu
ters) but consciously approach these 
areas from a transdisciplinary perspec
tive-creating a rich intermingling of 
ideas, approaches and concepts from 
many disciplines. Most of the teachers 
have taught in cross-cultural situations 
and/or have experience teaching in 
other countries-from native settle
ments above the Arctic Circle to Euro
pean cities and African villages. When 
this wealth of personal backgrounds 
and diverse disciplines was brought 
together and encouraged to intensively 
study the spiritual meaning and signif
icance of education, the most wonder
ful "unfolding" of Maxwell's educa
tional vision took place as the fruit of a 
truly consultative process. 

The Maxwell International Baha'i 
School sees learning as a process in 
which all branches of knowledge, hu
man concerns, spiritual values and per
sonal aspirations converge. Thus, the 
Maxwell curriculum expresses a whol
istic concern for human spiritual, in
tellectual, social and physical develop: 
ment. As a learning community, Max
well afftrms nine core principles which 
guide the over-all program: 

Young volunteers prepare a buffet lunch at the Maxwell Baha'i School. 

The Vision Principle: Infusing 
throughout the Maxwell program the 
spiritual vision and practical wisdom 
of the Baha'i principles, and affirming 
these principles as the foundation of 
the over-all Maxwell program. 

The Respect Principle: Expressing 
an unconditional positive regard for all 
persons and promoting, through word 
and example, a sense of reverence for 
God, oneself, other people, and the 
natural environment. Encouraging an 
awareness of the important relation
ships between oneself and all living 
things. 

The Balance Principle: Recognizing 
the interconnection of spiritual, men
tal, emotional and physical health, and 
promoting the health of the whole per
son by providing balanced activities. 

The Integration Principle: Demon
strating that each area of learning is 
highly valuable as a "window" on a 
rapidly changing global civilization. 
Exploring interconnections among all 
areas of learning and subject matter, 
showing through theory and practice 
the relationship of one area of learning 
to another. 

The Excellence Principle: Providing 
clear, well-defined processes by which 
learners and teachers can together as
sess what is being learned and celebrate 
achievement. Helping each person to 
understand and value "excellence in all 
things." 

The Relevance Principle: Exploring 

the relevance of all learning for total 
life development (life-work, family, 
community service) and helping the 
process of understanding one's own 
values in relation to real-life issues. 

The Personal Development Princi
ple: Developing a sense of personal re
sponsibility for learning, and encour
aging a capacity for independent inves
tigation of truth. Aiding in developing 
creative and critical thinking abilities 
through all learning activities. 

The Community Principle: Striving 
to promote the integration of the entire 
Maxwell School "family" (students, 
staff and families) into a caring and 
unified teaching/learning community. 
Helping each person to realize the full
ness of potential within a nurturing 
community. Valuing both masculine 
and feminine attributes and encourag
ing respect for the necessary contribu
tions of both to healthy community 
life. 

The Global Citizenship Principle: 
Developing, through study and activ
ities, a vision of "servant leadership" 
in the "global village." Encouraging 
trans-cultural understanding by explor
ing the essence of diverse cultures and 
celebrating the contributions of all cul
tures, peoples and religions toward hu
man advancement. Promoting an un
derstanding that world peace is an ur
gent need of our time, and encouraging 
the attitudes and skills necessary for 
each individual to contribute to peace-
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Road construction for a new fire lane at the Maxwell School. 

building. 
Informed by these guiding "frrst 

principles, " the teaching staff have 
chosen five themes to provide a special 
focus of the curriculum throughout the 
school year. The themes are: "The 
Books Are Open" (referring to the 
need to study both the Book of Rev
elation and the Book of Creation for a 
balanced education); "The Oneness of 
Religion"; "The Oneness of Man
kind"; "The Hidden Words," and 
"Planetary Peace." These themes will 
be followed throughout the Maxwell 
School program for 3-5 weeks each, 
and provide a common focus for in
quiry and exploration. At the end of 
each theme period there will be a 
community-wide "celebration of learn
ing" that will showcase special pro
jects, provide opportunities for stu
dents to share learning, and include 
special arts and music programs. 

The intent of the Maxwell School is 
to provide an excellent education infus
ed throughout with the principles 
noted above. The core of the academic 
program, as far as content is con
cerned, is the curriculum recognized by 
the Provincial Government of British. 
Columbia, a standard North American 
course of study providing broad expos
ure to central subject areas such as 
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math, English and modern languages, 
arts, social studies and science. The 
Maxwell School will meet or exceed the 
government's requirements in core 
subject areas and, additionally, pro
vide courses in world religions, Baha'i 
studies, visual arts, music, aquatics 
and computers that are not present in 
the regular government curriculum. 
Peace studies are infused throughout 
all curriculum areas. AU students take 
part in weekly service projects. Al
though there wiD be no separate 
courses in those areas, environmental 
and outdoor education wiD playa large 
role in the Maxwell program because 
of the school's setting in the heavily
forested mountains of British Colum
bia and the staff's awareness of press
ing ecological problems. 

Preliminary steps are being taken for 
Maxwell to offer the International Bac
calaureate Diploma, a highly regarded, 
internationally recognized secondary 
school degree. Because the Interna
tional Baccalaureate program is quite 
rigorous and recognized for advanced 
placement purposes by colleges and 
universities around the world, an ex
tensive application and preparation 
process is required for schools that re
quest permission to grant the IB de
gree. Maxwell has taken the initial 

steps necessary to properly apply and 
prepare itself to offer the IB program, 
and the staff look forward to the time 
when the Maxwell School will be ap
proved to offer the International Bac
calaureate diploma. 

Visiting classes at the Maxwell 
School, one sees an approach to learn
ing characterized by (1) careful atten
tion to assuring that high-quality learn
ing takes place rather than a minimal 
compliance with standards; (2) a blend
ing of various learning approaches to 
make the best possible connection with 
each individual student; (3) a class
room extended beyond the campus to 
include, as integral parts of the learn
ing process, people, museums, librar
ies, arts events, and other resources 
from the culturally rich environment of 
Vancouver Island; (4) a focus toward 
trans-cultural and global learning ex
periences to help students learn from 
diversity, to see things that are com
mon to different peoples, and to un
derstand global issues; (5) opportuni
ties to learn about all the great world 
religions from an attitude of respect 
and acceptance; (6) a balance of com
petitive and non-competitive activities 
with an emphasis on respect for com
mon group goals and values in all of 
them; (7) exercises to teach creative 
conflict resolution; (8) use of group 
consultation to explore value questions 
and to encourage seeing issues from a 
thoughtful, compassionate perspec
tive; (9) opportunities for public speak
ing; (10) the integration of arts and 
music throughout the curriculum; and 
(11) regular evaluation of students' 
over-all progress using a variety of 
qualitative and quantitative measures. 

Maxwell students are organiUd iDto 
"family groups," in addition to grade
level and class groupings for other pur
poses. Family groups contain seven 
students and a faculty leader. These 
groups represent a mixture of ages and 
a balance of males and females. The 
family group always eat the noon meal 
together and meet frequently at other 
times for discussions and activities. As 
the family groups develop they will 
provide a trusting, comfortable atmo
sphere in which to develop consultative 
skills in such areas as problem-solving 
and exploring issues of moral develop
ment. Since most of the Maxwell 
School's students are far from their 
own families, and many are away from 
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home for the first time, the family 
groups also provide a setting for 
friendship and family-style intimacy. 
Family groups are responsible, on a 
rotating basis, for planning and lead
ing the daily IS-minute all-school as
sembly program which normally in
cludes prayers, singing, and a thought 
for the day. 

A Youth Year of Service program 
has brought eight young volunteers to 
the Maxwell School for a 100month 
residence. Youth serve in such areas as 
gardening; office services; tutoring; 
kitchen; maintenance; helping super
vise student activities such as recrea
tion, sports, drama and service pro
jects; housekeeping; leading deepening 
classes; and providing leadership in the 
residence halls. 

During this first year of operation, 
most Maxwell students have come 
from outside the immediate area and 
thus live in residence halls on campus. 
There are a limited number of "day 
students" who live at home and com
mute each day to the school, and it is 
planned to increase that percentage of 
the student body each year. Each res
idence hall, besides housing students, 
has a live-in faculty "dorm parent" 
and several youth volunteers. The res
idence hall program includes daily 

Dr. David Ruhe. a member of the Uni
versal House of Justice. speaks to staff 
at the Maxwell Baha'I School. 

Above: Among the recent visitors to 
the Maxwell Bahd'f School were the 
Hand of the Cause of God William 

group prayer, moming and evening. 
With the flrst academic year under 

way, the Maxwell International Baha'i 
School looks to the challenges of its 
future development with a sense of ex
pectation and optimism. Dr. Johnson 
and his wife, as principal and head of 
residence, respectively, are often heard 
speaking about this sense of expecta
tion: 

"We expect to produce students who 
will make a positive difference in these 
dramatic transitional years reaching 
toward the 21st century; we expect to 
develop approaches to education that 
will break exciting and healthy new 
paths; we expect to become a center of 
educational service and learning re-

Sears and Mrs. Sears. Below: Young 
volunteers cut and stock firewood for 
the cold. damp days ahead. 

sources that will gradually come to in
fuse and enrich every Baha'i communi
ty; we expect to become known 
throughout the world for the style of 
'servant leadership' that characterizes 
our contribution to humanity; and we 
expect to work closely with the world
wide Baha'i community to transcend 
the tests that will surely come. If we do 
not expect great things, and give every 
ounce of our faith and work to achieve 
even greater things, why should we ex
ist?" 
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United States 

Green Lake holds 29th Conference 

Nearly 1,200 Baha'is and their guests 
gathered September 16-18 to "Have 
(Their) Vision Checked" at the 29th 
annual Green Lake Conference, held 
as always at the American Baptist As
sembly's conference center in Green 
Lake, Wisconsin. 

Participants focused on "restoring 
vision . . . where hope is lost," as di
rected by the Universal House of Jus
tice in its Ri4van 1988 message to the 
Baha'is of the world. The conference 
theme was "Have Your Vision Check
ed (Bring Your Contacts)." 

Featured speakers included Aux
iliary Board members Stephen Birk
land, Javidukht Khadem and Morris 
Taylor; John Hatcher; Nadjla Birk
land; Paul Lample from the U.S. Na
tional Teaching Committee office; and 
Oaudius Adebayo from the National 
Treasurer's Office. 

In a spirit of unified action, four of 
the speakers joined Mr. Birkland on 
stage for a question-and-answer ses
sion called "Seeing Is Believing." 

The audience was captivated by the 
appearance of Allen and Mark Egh
rari, five-year-old twins from Oak 
Brook, Illinois, who presented a 
memorized talk entitled "Humanity Is 
One Family." 

Two other children, who, like the 
Eghrari twins, are trained in public 
speaking by Gayle Woolson of Evans
ton, Illinois, also spoke: 100year-old 
Erin Bodan of Glen Ellyn, Illinois, and 
12-year-old Saba Firoozi of Glencoe. 

Music was presented throughout the 
program, with one session devoted en
tirely to the arts. 

Among those contributing their tal
ents were singer/guitarist Mark Spittal 
of Minneapolis; pianist Cecilia Smith 
of Cleveland, Ohio; santour player Kiu 
Haghighi and his daughter, pianist 
Keely, of Glenview, Illinois; "Kindred 
Spirit," singers Jill Simon and Rebecca 
Rice, also from Minneapolis, who per
formed the conference theme song, 
"Vision"; and vocalist Phyllis Peter
son from Loves Park, Illinois. 

Dorothy Marcic conducts a workshop at the Green Lake Conference. 
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Paul Baumgartner of Milwaukee 
shared some of his poetry including a 
poem dedicated to the memory of the 
Hand of the Cause of God Zikrullah 
Khadem. 

The friends also enjoyed four audio
visual presentations: "Peace ... The 
Promise," "Carmel," "The Fourth 
Epoch Opens," and "World Con
gress-l 992. " 

An exhibit hall featured a Baha'i 
bookstore, arts and crafts, special in
terest booths, and a display of child
ren's peace posters. 

A variety of activities was provided 
for the more than 350 children at the 
conference-everything from puppet
making to video taping, as well as 
gathering together to work on con
sultation skills and to talk about 
teaching the Faith. 

Sessions for youth included pre
sentations by some of the speakers, a 
soccer game, a watermelon feast, and 
the production of skits that depicted 
many ways to teach the Faith (as well 
as many ways not to teach). 

As always, a number of optional ses
sions were offered on Saturday after
noon: 

• With an Eye Toward Justice 
(Diane Loftus). 

• Understanding and Promoting the 
Oneness of Mankind as a Requisite for 
Teaching (Morris Taylor). 

• Close One Eye and Open the Other 
(Manouchehr Derakhshani and Puran 
Stevens). 

• "I Care" Made Easy (Steve 
Subm). 

• Oshki Bemaudiziwin (Ojibwe for 
"Growth and Development") Nick 
Hockings. 

• Baha'i Basics (Stephen Birkland). 
• The Inner and Outer Covenant 

(Javidukht Khadem). 
• Seeing and Creating Healthy 

Systems (Dorothy Marcic). 



• Experiencing the Presence of God Green Lake: A photo album . .. 
(Carolyn and Loren Ritacca). 

• The Seven Valleys (Reza Shaker). 
• Oneness of Mankind . . . Youth 

Year of Service (Selma and Chuck 
Howard). 

• Huququ'llab: An Introduction 
(James Borland Jr.). 

• Look, Then Leap ... Focusing 
Your Faith (Bob Reddy). 

• Envision This . . . Service at the 
World or National Center (Office of 
Human Resources, Baha'i National 
Center). 

• Eliminating Racism by Seeing 
Within (Rita Starr and Charles 
Young). 

• Creative Visualization (Teddi 
Wehr). 

• Brainstorming for Green Lake 
(Kamran Mesbah). 

• Education Issues for the 21st Cen
tury (Joan M. Sayre). 

• Yoga with Parents. 
• Financial Planning for the Baha'i 

Family (Gerald Helt). 
• Choosing the Right Spouse for 

You (Sue and Khalil Khavari). 

Paul Lample. from the office of the 
U.S. National Teaching Committee. 
addresses the audience at the Green 
Lake Conference. 

photo: Children at Green Lake 
busy themselves with some of the many 
activities provided for their enjoyment. 
Above: An 'rap session' 

engages some of the 
Youngsters are taught some of the 
basics of video equipment by a volun
teer instructor. 
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Baha'i International Community 

A statement on the environment 

Introduction 
The Baha'i International Communi

ty welcomes the request of the World 
Commission on Environment and De
velopment to share its experience and 
views on environment and develop
ment within the framework of the 
Commission's "Mandate, Key Issues, 
Strategy and Workplan." This impor
tant document highlights a number of 
issues of vital concern to the Baha'i In
ternational Community. We share the 
Commission's perspective that this is 
"a time of unprecedented growth in 
pressures on the global environment." 
More important, however, we also 
share the Commission's relatively un
common view that "it is possible to 
build a future that is more prosperous, 
more just and more secure." Indeed, 
all of the activities and resources of the 
Baha'i community are directed toward 
the establishment of a new world 
order. 

The Baha'i International Communi
ty agrees that "significant changes in 
current approaches: changes in per
spectives, attitudes and life styles; 
changes in certain critical policies and 
the ways in which they are formulated 
and applied; chlJIlges in the nature of 
cooperation between governments, 
business, science and people; changes 
in certain forms of international coop
eration which have proved incapable of 
tackling many environment and devel
opment issues; changes, above all, in 
the level of understanding and commit
ment by people, organizations and 
governments" are necessary. These 
far-reaching changes touch on all as
pects of mankind's collective life. 

The recent Independent Commission 

This statement was presented in June 
1985 by the Baha'i International Com
munity to the World Commission on 
Environment and Development. 
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'The economic resources of the 
world will be organized, its 
sources of raw materials will be 
tapped and fully utilized, its 
markets will be coordinated and 
developed, and the distribution 
of its products will be equitably 
regulated. ' 

on International Development Issues, 
in identifying and analyzing those fac
tors which have inhibited progress, 
acknowledged the need "for a vision of 
the future without which no great task 
has ever been completed." As we are in 
full agreement with that perspective, 
we feel it necessary to begin by pre
senting a brief summary of the vision 
we hold for the future along with some 
prerequisites for achieving it. This 
background places our subsequent 
comments on your report in context. It 
will be noticed that the major issues are 
seen by us as being defined by what 
may be called a "moral" or "attitudi
nal" agenda, which would be needed in 
addition to the "standard" and "alter
native" agendas described by the Com
mission. 
Vision of the future 

World-wide, the Baha'i community 
shares a common vision of the future 
which provides a focus for its many ac
tivities. It can be summarized as fol
lows: 

"The unity of the human race, as en
visaged by Baha'u'llab, I implies the es
tablishment of a world commonwealth 
in which all nations, races, creeds, and 
classes are closely and permanently 
united, and in which the autonomy of 
its state members and the personal 
freedom and initiative of the indivi
duals that compose them are definitely 

and completely safeguarded. This com
monwealth must, as far as we can vis
uallize it, consist of a world legislature, 
whose members will, as the trustees of 
the whole of mankind, ultimately con
trol the entire resources of all the com
ponent nations, and will enact such 
laws as shall be required to regulate the 
life, satisfy the needs and adjust the 
relationships of all races and peoples. 

A world executive, backed by an inter
national Force, will carry out the decis
ions arrived at, and apply the laws en
acted by this world legislature, and will 
safeguard the organic unity of the 
whole commonwealth. A world tribu
nal will adjudicate and deliver its com
pulsory and final verdict in all and any 
disputes that may arise between the 
various elements constitutinj this uni
versal system. A mechanism of world 
inter-communication will be devised, 
embracing the whole planet, freed 
from national hindrances and restric
tions, and functioning with marvelous 
swiftness and perfect regularity. A 
world metropolis will act as the nerve 
center of a world civilization, the focus 
toward which the unifying forces of 
life will converge and from which its 
energizing influences will radiate. A 
world language will either be invented 
or chosen from among the existing lan
guages and will be taught in the schools 
of all the federated nations as an aux
iliary to their mother tongue. A world 
script, a world literature, a uniform 
and universal system of currency, of 
weights and measures, will simplify and 
facilitate intercourse and understand
ing among the nations and races of 
mankind. In such a world society, sci
ence and religion, the two most potent 
forces in human life, will be reconciled, 
will cooperate, and will harmoniously 
develop. The press will, under such a 
system, while giving full scope to the 
expression of the diversified views and 
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convictions of mankind, cease to be 
mischievously manipulated by vested 
interests, whether private or public, 
and will be liberated from the influ
ences of contending governments and 
peoples. The economic resources of the 
world will be organized, its sources of 
raw materials will be tapped and fully 
utilized, its markets will be coordinated 
and developed, and the distribution of 
its products will be equitably regulated. 

"National rivalries, hatreds, and in
trigues will cease, and racial animosity 
and prejudice will be replaced by racial 
amity, understanding, and coopera
tion. The causes of religious strife will 
be permanently removed, economic 
barriers and restrictions will be com
pletely abolished, and the inordinate 
distinction between classes will be ob
literated. Destitution on the one hand, 
and gross accumulation of ownership 
on the other, will disappear. The enor
mous energy dissipated and wasted on 
war, whether economic or political, 
will be consecrated to such ends as will 
extend the range of human inventions 
and technical development, to the in
aease of the productivity of mankind, 
to the extermination of disease, to the 
extension of scientific research, to the 
raising of the standard of physical 
health, to the sharpening and refine
ment of the human brain, to the exploi
tation of the unused and unsuspected 
resources of the planet, to the prolon
gation of human life, and to the fur
therance of any other agency that can 
stimulate the intellectual, the moral, 
and spiritual life of the entire human 
race." 2 

In the Baha'i view, sustained pro
gress is difficult to achieve (and per
haps impossible) if diverse elements of 
society are simultaneously pursuing 
different visions or goals. The issues of 
the standard agenda are often in con
flict because isolated sectoral goals are 
usually not incorporated and balanced 
in a common vision of the future. 
Many features of the foregoing vision 
are no doubt shared by the Commis
sion and, of course, implied in the 
Charter of the United Nations, since 
the Commission, established in 1983 by 
Resolution 11/3 of the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Envi
ronment Programme, was welcomed 
later that year by the UN General As
sembly in Resolution 38/161, of 19 
December. However, to achieve pro-

gress in the social and economic de
velopment of mankind and to mini
mize the destruction of the environ
ment in which that development must 
take place, a clear common vision 
(even if at first it is general) is neces
sary. 
UnitY-A prerequisite to progress 

Unity is essential if diverse people 
are to work toward a common future. 
However, there is little evidence to sug
gest that the peoples of the world have 
fully grasped the importance and im
plication of establishing unity. The 
Commission might wish to identify 
those aspects of unity which are essen
tial to achieving the much-needed 
changes in the area of environment and 
development. In the Baha'i view, "The 
well-being of mankind, its peace and 
security, are unattainable unless and 
until its unity is firmly established." 3 

This contrasts with a widespread 
view that unity results from successful 
development. The Baha'i community 
bas, therefore, focused on the concept 
of unity and on actions designed to 
achieve it. Since, for Baha'is, human
ity, an aggregate of spiritual beings 
dependent on the Creator of the uni
verse, is one, unity does not imply 
"uniformity," but means instead the 
achievement of harmony in diversity, 
the rich diversity of the one human 
race. Further, among the objectives, 
essential to world unity, which the Ba
ha'i community actively pursues are: 

1. The elimination of prejudice on 
the grounds of religion, race, nation, 
class or sex. 

2. The achievement of equal rights 
and opportunities for all human be
ings. 

3. The recognition and establishment 
of the effective harmony between sci
ence and religion. 

4. The unfettered search after truth 
by all individuals in society. 

5. The implementation of universal 
and compulsory education. 

6. The elimination of extremes of 
poverty and wealth. 

7. The preservation of the sanctity of 
marriage and family life. 
Qualities of individuals and social 
groups 

The Baha'i community is convinced 
that the establishment of unity and the 
material and spiritual progress of man
kind require individuals who are char
acterized by a high standard of morali
ty and integrity. Historically, all of the 
world's major religions have provided 
the guidance and motivating force for 
the establishment of the ethical stan
dards essential to the development of 
human society. Although the Baha'i 
International Community, through its 
local and national communities, is en
gaged in implementing development 
activities and in prOviding community 
services, its first and fundamental pur
pose is one of inculcating the moral 
standards and creating the social co-
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hesion required for successful and sus
tainable social and economic develop
ment by environment and development 
agencies and by individuals. In the Ba
ha'i view, individuals should strive to 
be distinguished "for faithfulness and 
sincerity, for justice and fidelity, for 
firmness and steadfastness, for philan
thropic deeds and service to the human 
world, for love toward every human 
being, for unity and accord with all 
people, for removing prejudices and 
promoting international peace." 3 

Groups of people or communities 
also require certain essential qualities if 
they are to develop. From the Baha'i 
experience, those characteristics in
clude universal participation, the art of 
consultation, and self-reliance. In the 
Baha'i view, universal participation is 
"a concept which means the involve
ment of all community members re
gardless of sex or age in the affairs of 
the community, (and) provides for full 
deployment of all human resources. 
This is a supportive climate for anyone 
who is aiming for the fulfillment of his 
or her potential, whether mentally, 
emotionally, artistically, spiritually, or 
educationally. Moreover, the consulta
tive process achieves many goals in the 
local community by combining the 
rights of individuals to express their 
opinions and the requirements of the 
collectivity." 4 

One of the challenges before the 
Commission, we feel, is to identify a 
strategy that could facilitate the mobi
lization of the world's spiritual and 
human resources for the purpose of 
raising the moral standard of mankind 
and creating new environmental ethics. 
The Commission may also wish to 
identify and highlight those aspects of 
community functioning and develop
ment without which real progress is im
possible. 
Comments on 'Mandate, Key Issues, 
Strategy and Work plan ' 

Baha'is accept that to achieve eco
nomic and social progress "the chief 
goal is the development of the individ
ual and society, through the acquisi
tion of spiritual virtues and powers." , 
Material development, although neces
sary, is a secondary goal intended to 
facilitate the intellectual and spiritual 
development of the individual. Mater
ial progress is largely a reflection of the 
degree of man's spiritual growth. With 
respect to environment, from the Ba-
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ha'i perspective, "We cannot segregate 
the human heart from the environment 
outside us and say that once one of 
these is reformed everything will be im
proved. Man is organic with the world. 
His inner life moulds the environment 
and is itself also deeply affected by it. 
The one acts upon the other and every 
abiding change in the life of man is the 
result of these mutual reactions." 6 

Thus we see that the environment in
cludes the mind and that development 
of the mind is foremost in importance. 

Key issues 
The standard agenda given by the 

Commission reflects the most com
monly mentioned issues of importance 
to environment and development. 
However, there are a few additions 
that are becoming increasingly impor
tant. Because of the relation between 
the human mind and the environment, 
we suggest that the key issues should 
also include pollution of the mind by 
noise. Particularly in urban settings, 
noise levels become excessive from 
traffic, machinery and other human 
activity. 

There is evidence to suggest that 
"space" also is critical to the state of 
mind of people. Perhaps the depletion 
of living space and stress-creating 
crowd conditions should be included as 
either a natural resource or a human 
settlements issue. Religious communi
ties, and also many non-religious 
groups and individuals, recognize the 
need for an undisturbed place for quiet 
thought and meditation. The physio
logical and psychological effects of 
lack of space can be a very real impedi
ment to human progress. 

The Commission's alternative agen
da provides a different point of view 
on the key issues of environment and 
development. It is fully agreed that it is 
valuable to consider causes rather than 
effects in order to avoid "react-and
cure" solutions. From an eco-system 
viewpoint, the alternative agenda em
phasizes processes rather than the in
dividual state variables of the standard 
agenda. Certainly an eco-system per
spective is useful in that it allows an 
understanding of the process and gives 
a framework for multi-disciplinary ap
proaches. The eco-system approach 
leads to conceptual models of energy 
flow and nutrient cycling. Adjusting 
the partitioning of the elements of such 
dynamic systems can give rise to tech-

nical solutions to some problems. The 
Commission's example of "Energy: 
Environment and Development" is a 
case in point. Reducing entropy in pro
cessing energy will probably result in 
reduced production of atmospheric 
carbon dioxide. 

While the alternative formulation of 
the Key Issues provides an eco-system 
perspective instead of isolated ap
proaches to sectoral problems of envi
ronment and development, it does not 
really address the question of 
"sources" of problems as implied in 
the limitations of the standard ap
proach (page 20, V -43). The eco-sys
tem approach (alternative strategy), 
nevertheless, is quite useful from a 
technical perspective and will no doubt 
give rise to technical solutions to lim
ited aspects of the environment-devel
opment problem. 

As already indicated, the alternative 
agenda, in our view, needs to be sup
plemented because it does not deal with 
the root causes of environmental prob
lems. Mankind is part of the global 
eco-system along with all the other 
biotic and abiotic components. Neither 
the processes which link these compo
nents together nor the individual com
ponents themselves can be called the 
sources of problems because the part is 
not the cause of the whole. All parts of 
a system act and react on one another 
directly or indirectly. That there is an 
imbalance is, however, evident, but the 
problem is not confined to anyone 
part. Thus a comprehensive solution is 
needed. The dilemma is that because 
man is part of the system he cannot 
possibly comprehend the whole, and 
therefore is limited in his capacity to 
provide a remedy to the complex of 
global problems. It is in this context 
that people of religion view the crucial 
role of the teachings given by their 
Founders, who are perceived as being 
in touch with a Source external to the 
system. 

The sources of the global crisis of en
vironment and development, in the Ba
ha'i view, are the lack of a globally ac
cepted vision or goal of the future; the 
lack of unity among the races, tribes, 
nations, creeds and sexes of the human 
population; the need for a higher 
moral standard among the individuals 
of the world; and the lack of skills for 
the effective functioning of groups. 
Although the technical perspectives of 



both the standard agenda and the alter
native agenda are valuable and must be 
considered, the Baha'i International 
Community does not expect the neces
sary progress without a commitment to 
an "attitudinal agenda" such as that 
outlined herein. We therefore recom
mend that the Commission incorporate 
attitudinal and educational issues in its 
strategy and workplan. 
Strategy and Work plan 

The objective of international coop
eration does not seem to have been dis
cuSsed by the Commission in the re
port. We agree with the general view 
expressed that there is a need "to 
strengthen international cooperation 
on environment and development and 
to assess and propose new forms of co
operation that can break out of exist
ing patterns and influence policies and 
events in the direction of needed 
change. " The previously described 
"attitudinal agenda" can, in our opin
ion, be a basis for addressing these crit
ical issues. In the area of practical in
ternational cooperation, it is our view 
that non-governmental organizations 
can play an important role. Recent ef
forts by the Environment Liaison Cen
tre to encourage networking among 
NGOs is but one example of possible 
courses of action. 

With respect to the short-term task 
of the Commission, the Baha'i Interna
tional Community stands ready to par
ticipate in the meetings that are plan
ned in various parts of the world, and 
we would therefore appreciate receiv
ing a schedule of events. Such meetings 
would enable us to exchange further 
views on the issues of environment and 
development and convey information 
from the Commission to members of 
the Baha'i community throughout the 
world. 

In the long term, we are prepared to 
participate in a number of areas to 
which reference is made on page 33 of 
the Commission's document. The Ba
ha'i community has a global network 
of more than 40,000 communities 
which are dedicated to the establish
ment of a new world order in which de
velopment and environment are har
moniously interwoven. Baha'i commu
nities at local and national levels are in
creasingly applying themselves to 
bringing about also material progress. 
On a limited scale this is now being 
done with regard to health care, afores-

!ation, primary education, and agricul
ture. What the Baha'i communities 
have to offer is, however, not so much 
technical solutions to problems but 
rather a model of community decision
making and administrative structures 
which allow genuine progress to be 
made. 
Concluding comment 

The Baha'i International Communi
ty appreciates this opportunity to con
tribute to the Commission's worth
while and difficult task. We are com
mitted to progress in harmoniously 
solving environmental and develop-

J 
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ment issues. We stand ready to cOOper
ate with the Commission in its future 
activities and to partake in workshops, 
conferences and projects. We wish the 
Commission all success in its demand
ing undertaking. 
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The world 

Historic North-South Conference held 

On the weekend of September 3-4, 
an historic North-South Conference 
was held in Londonderry, Northern 
Ireland. 

The conference was called by the 
Spiritual Assembly of Londonderry 
and endorsed by the National Spiritual 
Assemblies of the Republic of Ireland 
and the United Kingdom, each of 
whom was represented at the confer
ence-Ireland by Gerry O'Mahony and 
the United Kingdom by lain Palin. 

The main purpose was to investigate 
the needs and promote understanding 
of the Faith among Catholics, es
pecially in the north. 

To this end a practical demonstra
tion was arranged in Shantallow, a 
Catholic area of the city, when 26 of 
the friends gathered for prayers and 
went to meet some of the local people. 

Of the S3 people at the conference, 
14 came from the Republic of Ireland 
nad 36 from Northern Ireland. In all, 
19 separate areas of Ireland were rep
resented. 

• 
A member of the BahA'i community 

of Ireland gave a talk on "Spirituality" 
last March at a meeting commemo
rating International Women's Day. 

About 60 people including members 
of the local clergy attended the event, 
which was sponsored by the Waterford 
Federation of Women's Organizations 
in Ireland. 

Mauritius 
The new national Haziratu'I-Quds 

of Mauritius was inaugurated in a cere
mony last September 24 in Port Louis 
that included the participation of the 
country's Governor-General, Sir Veer
asamy Ringadoo. 

The dignified and spiritual occasion 
was publicized by the press, radio and 
television. 
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Bolivia 

Students enjoy their day at Bad"" 
School, an educational institution es
tablished by a Bahd'{ family in Sucre, 
Bolivia, in 1984. The school is bi-lin-

Nigeria 

The united efforts of the BahA'is of 
Eket, near the southern coast of Ni
geria, have resulted in 28 new local 
Spiritual Assemblies being formed 
there and 643 people embracing the 
Faith. 

The campaign, named the Olinga
Akwa Ibom Teaching Project, was car
ried out by a group of 27 BahA'i teach
ers. Other mass campaigns employing 
the same group teaching methods are 
planned. 

• 
Mina Jafari, executive secretary of 

gual and incorporates BaM'{ principles 
in its cu"iculum. In 1987, about 800 
students were enrolled. 

the BahA'i Women's Development 
Board, has been told that her paper, 
"Educate Women, Build a Nation," 
which was presented this year at the In
ternational Women's Day celebrations 
for the Kaduna State Ministry of 
Health, is to be published as a booklet 
and distributed among the local gov
ernments in Kaduna State. 

On that same occasion, a non-BahA'i 
presented a paper entitled "Integration 
of Women in Economic Development" 
which began with three quotations 
from the Baha'i Writings. 



Panama 

i~ "',. 
'* ,.:~ :: ',,' ~ 

Pit~tulred are winners 
in the third annual athletic competition 
held last September 25 to commemo
rate the International Day oj Peace 

United Kingdom 
Baha'is in Eniskillen, Northern Ire

land, responded to a recent bombing 
incident in that city by organizing a 
vigil to promote unity in the strife
ridden community. 

After receiving clearances from the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United Kingdom, the Baha'is in Enis
killen began posting advertisements for 
the event. 

A Methodist minister who contacted 
the Baha'is to inquire about the vigil 
continued to act as a liaison between 
the friends and the local clergy. 

Instead of the 150 or so people ex
pected, about 1,000 people gathered to 
take part in the procession and vigil. 
One report said, "It was the most dig
nified crowd I had ever seen." 

The people came together in silence. 
Song sheets were handed out and 
everyone began to sing, moving down 
the street "as one body, without any 

oj 
Panama in Boca del Monte, Chiriqui 
Province. This year, besides cross
country races jor men, women and 

leader. " The feeling of unity was re
ported to be "tangible." 

As a result of contacts made in this 
bold initiative, the local Baha'is are 
now helping a new group that is pro
moting cross-community activities in 
Eniskillen. 

• 
Forty-eight participants from a va

riety of artistic disciplines met Feb
ruary 20-21 at the Baha'i Center in 
Rutland Gate for the first national Ba
ha'i Arts Symposium in the United 
Kingdom. 

The purpose of the gathering was to 
explore ways in which to use the arts 
for teaching and development projects. 

The importance of integrating the 
arts into one's individual Baha'i life 
was stressed throughout the weekend. 

youth, a competitions 
was held including drawing and paint
ing contests among al/ the students in 
Chiriqui. 

Liberia 
The Robert Doughbeh Elementary 

School in Liberia's Gardnersville Com
munity has applied to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Liberia to be ac
cepted as a Baha'i school. 

After studying the Faith for a period 
of several months, the school's princi
pal invited the Baha'is to teach the 
Faith during devotional services each 
Friday morning. 

From June through August, besides 
teaching the Faith, Mrs. Beatrice Mat
thews, the Baha'i National Librarian 
for Liberia, also taught personal hy
giene at the school. 

Other Baha'is who taught there were 
Henry Appleton, Elouise Sanders, Mr. 
and Mrs. William Hill, and Elham 
Springer. 

Last June, the principal enrolled in 
the Faith, after which he attended a 
mass teaching institute. 
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Tanzania 

Spain 
The Baha'i community of Spain held 

its flrst Baha'i Youth Conference last 
July 7-10 in Madrid. 

Participants from Canada, the Can
ary Islands, Crete, Holland, Italy, 
Northern Ireland, Puerto Rico, Spain 
and the United States came together to 
discuss "entry by troops." 

Consultation was divided into four 
areas of concern: the Year of Service, 
teaching trips, contributing to the 
Fund, and recognition of the signifl
cance of the messages of the Universal 
House of Justice. 

As a result of the conference, two 
families and one youth volunteered for 
a Year of Service, three teaching teams 
visited four local goal cities, nearly 
5100 (U.S.) was contributed to the 
Fund, deepenings on messages from 
the Universal House of Justice were 
held, and four young people embraced 
the Faith. 

• 
Important people in the town of Tar

ragona, Spain, were invited to a cele
bration of the 10th anniversary of the 
formation of its local Spiritual Assem
bly. 

At the end of the festivities, which 
were enhanced by music from a tal
ented group, "Catalonia," seven peo
ple from communities in the area em
braced the Faith. 
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Liberia 
On October 24, 1987, United Na

tions Day, a Baha'i in Liberia, Mrs. 
LaVerne C. Enoanyi, was recognized 
(with other Liberian women) by the 
Ministry of Information, Culture and 
Tourism for outstanding achievements 

Chile 

Students from the Ruaha Technical 
Secondary School, a BahdY-run school 
in Iringa, Tanzania, are pictured dur
ing a recent three-week session at the 
Institute. In addition to classes on Ba
haY topics and the practice of public 
speaking, activities included a program 
attended by 80 townspeople, gardening 
work for the Institute, and a teaching 
trip to neighboring vii/ages. 

in the field of communication. 
The honor came as a result of Mrs. 

Enoanyi's work (with her husband, 
Frank Enoanyi) in starting the rust 
magazine in Liberia dedicated to ad
vancing the status of women. 

Last July, 27 participants from 15 ha',: underwent volunteer training, 
communities including six from the and shared the joys and challenges of 
rural Mapuche Indian areas gathered Baha'I radio. To symbolize their spirit 
for the first instructional institute to be of unified action, those attending the 
held by Radio Bahd" in Chile since its institute planted 50 trees on the 
founding in December 1986. They con- grounds of the station. 
suited on the potential of Radio Ba-



Tonga 

Sione Tu'itahi, Auxiliary Board 
member for Tongatapu and 'Eua, pre
sented a talk on the Faith last August 
20 to a meeting of the heads of the De
partment of the Free Wesleyan Church 
of Tonga. 

The event, which was designed to 

The Gambia 
As part of an ongoing effort to dis

tribute the peace statement and to pro
mote an understanding of its contents, 
the National Spiritual Assembly of The 
Gambia organized a World Peace Sem
inar last January 31 at which speakers 
of various faiths contributed ideas 
about peace from the teachings of their 
respective religions. 

An Indian medical doctor spoke on 
Hinduism; a Gambian educator spoke 
on Christianity; a Canadian pioneer to 
Senegal spoke about the peace state
ment; and the guest of honor, Sarjo 
Touray, parliamentary secretary of the 
government Ministry of Education, 
himself a Muslim, made positive re
marks about the importance of religion 
in working for peace, and expressed his 
appreciation for the efforts of the Ba
ha'is in that respect. 

France 
Six hundred-fifty people gathered at 

an assembly hall in Antibes, France, 
last February 23 to see an audio-visual 
program presented by Baha'i Andre 
Brugiroux. 

The presence of the assistant mayor 
and media representatives led to favor
able reports in the newspaper Nice
Matin. 

About 70 people remained after the 
formal program for more information. 

• 
Last March 3, about 50 people at

tended a public lecture in Grenoble, 
France, celebrating the European Year 
of the Environment. 

Dr. Arthur Dahl, a consulting ecolo
gist and Baha'i presently living in 
France, spoke on the theme "Environ
ment and the Future of Man." 

Dr. Dahl later met with the mayor
assistant of Grenoble and was inter
viewed for half an hour on France
!sere Radio. 

bring together department heads and 
church volunteers from overseas to 
meet and to listen to a lecture on a 
topic of interest, drew about 40 prom
inent church members including the 
secretary, the principals of the three 
major church schools, heads of various 

Venezuela 

An intense discussion is held 
one of the workshop sessions at the In-

A few days after Venezuela's first 
International Youth Conference, held 
last August 18-21 in Maracaibo, sev
eral groups of young people began to 
put their words into action. In Coro, 
the country's oldest city, 270 new be
lievers were enrolled in five days. 

More than 220 youth from North 
and South America attended the con
ference to consult on "Youth at the 
Service of Mankind." The impressive 
results of their teaching efforts ex
emplify their determination to be the 
"driving force" of the Baha'i com
munity. 

The young people heard addresses 
by Counsellors Isabel de Calder6n, 
Gustavo Correa and Peter McLaren. 
Also present were eight members of the 
Auxiliary Board and several members 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Venezuela and its committees. 

Dr. Rafael Yanes C., director of 
churches for the Ministry of Justice, 

departments, and many overseas vol
unteers. 

A 30-minute question-and-answer 
session after the talk elicited questions 
about the persecution of Baha'is in 
Iran as well as many about the basic 
Baha'i beliefs. 

gust 18-21 in Maracaibo, 

presented the opening address, praising 
the Faith and the spirit of service of the 
Baha'i youth. 

After presenting an inspiring concert 
during the conference, Baha'is K.C. 
Porter and Rodolfo Castillo were inter
viewed on youth-oriented radio and 
television programs and by a local 
newspaper. 

Conference participants were invited 
to make pledges of service to the Cause 
of God, and a cable was sent to the 
Universal House of Justice which read 
in part: ". . . Offers 21 Year of Service, 
19 pioneers, 14 participants Youth 
Force, more than 25 youth groups and 
others .... " 
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Sierra Leone 
Last April 27, students at the Baha'i 

Primary School in Yikandor, Sierra 
Leone, helped celebrate the 27th anni
versary of that country's indepen
dence. 

The children paraded through the 
town singing "We are the boys/girls of 
the Baha'i school." As they approach
ed the center of town they were joined 
by their parents and other townspeo
ple, young and old alike. 

On their arrival at the Town Hall, 
the children lined up with their teachers 
for a presentation to the Town Chief, 
Moibeh Jusu. 

The national anthem of Sierra Leone 
was sung, and the head teacher, A.S. 
Momudu, delivered a message from 
Major General Joseph Saidu to the 
people of the village. 

Peru 

Pictured is a group 0/ young non-Ba
hQ'ls/rom Cajamarca, Peru, who have 
begun promoting the concept 0/ world 
peace using Bahd'l principles. They 
have placed Bahd'l posters in the 
public square, delivered copies of the 

A youth seminar called "A New 
World" was held last February 6-7 at 
the International Baha'i Summer 
School in Lima, Peru. 

The seminar brought together 16 
non-Baha'i youth groups, establishing 
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Malaysia 
A Baha'i in Gombak, West Malay

sia, who always wanted to be a travel
ing teacher but was unable to obtain 
leave from work, conceived an idea for 
international teaching in Thailand by 
corresponding from his home in Ma
laysia. 

He wrote to the Bangkok Post and 
asked that his name be placed in the 
"pen-pal" column. It didn't take long 
for letters to begin flowing in, and for 
friendships to develop. 

So far he has sent about 80 copies of 
the peace statement to various pen
pals, most of whom have heard of the 
Faith for the first time through this ex
change. 

• 
Michael Soo, a Baha'i from Bin

tangor, Malaysia, was recently re
warded for his literary talents when his 

peace statement to local officials, and 
produced a play, 'The Flag,' which 
ends with the unfurling of a white flag 
bearing the inscription 'Unidad de la 
Humanidad' (The Unity of Mankind). 

their relationship with the Baha'i com
munity. 

As a result, a youth group was form
ed in Lima with its first meeting con
vened by the Baha'is. 

work, "Getting the Malaysian Public 
to Read," became the winning essay in 
the Borneo Post for January 1. He also 
won a consolation prize for another 
essay published in the same paper and 
entitled "Student Discipline." 

• 
Six people embraced the Faith dur

ing the Tamil Summer School held last 
April 29-May 2 at the Van Kee Leong 
Institute in Malaysia. 

Two hundred-sixty Baha'is attended 
the school, whose theme was "Toward 
the Lesser Peace." 

• 
Tan Hock Siew, an Auxiliary Board 

member from Malaysia, recently re
ceived a national award of the Scout 
Association for his excellent services 
and outstanding performance as a 
Scout leader. 

New Zealand 
A "rescue plan" developed by the 

National Spiritual Assembly of New 
Zealand to achieve that country's goal 
of 66 local Spiritual Assemblies in
spired and directed the energies of New 
Zealand's Baha'i community for the 
three months between the first of the 
year and Ri<:fvan 1988. 

The final report reads: "The Rescue 
Plan rekindled the spirit of travel 
teaching in New Zealand; encouraged 
and directed the enthusiasm and energy 
of numbers of youth, giving the com
munity a glimmer of their potential; in
spired and assisted small communities 
to be courageous in their teaching ef
forts and confront or ignore their per
ceived limitations . . . fanned to life a 
flame." 

Paraguay 
One hundred-thirty women from 

seven countries in the Americas attend
ed the first International Women's 
Conference in Paraguay which opened 
last July 15. 

Among those present were Counsel
lors for the Americas Isabel Pav6n de 
Calder6n and Shapoor Monadjem. 

The conference was given extensive 
coverage for several days on both local 
television channels and all three news
papers. 



Costa Rica 

Nearly 120 people, mainly youth, 
from North, Central and South Amer
ica came to the Charles Wolcott Youth 
Institute last January 22-25 to take part 
in Costa Rica's third International 
Youth Conference. 

The event, whose theme was "Youth 
Participation ... Vibrant Power," 
was reported to have been "successful 
beyond all expectations." 

A television crew made up of two 
youth from EI Salvador, a Baha'i from 
Venezuela, and two non-Baha'i volun
teers nImed the conference for a pro
gram to be aired in El Salvador. 

Immediately afterward, 20 young 
Baha'is went on teaching trips 
throughout Panama and Costa Rica . 

• 
Johnny Martin Bonilla, a Baha'i 

from Costa Rica, has become the first 
blind person in Central America to 
graduate from a course of study that 
Qualifies him to be a radio and tele
vision announcer. 

Since finishing the course in July 
1987, Mr. Bonilla has been looking for 
an opportunity to host his own pro
gram especially for youth. 

Kenya 
The Baha'i Faith is now listed as a 

topic of study in the Christian Relig-

Thailand 

Pictured are the principals in the first 
Baha'I' wedding held in a refugee camp. 

Macau 

NATIONS 

Pictured in front of the school are stu
dents and teachers who took part in 
last summer's program at the Baha'i' 
School of the Nations in Macau. 
Thirty-eight children were enrolled in 
the half-day language program, which 

ious Education syllabus of Kenya. As a 
result, the head of Christian Religious 

The marriage took place last October 7 
at Site 2 North Camp in Thailand. 

[SCOLA 

is designed to help prepare studentsfor 
school in September. The program for 
Chinese-speaking children is in Eng
lish, and the program for English
speaking children is in Mandarin Chi
nese. 

Education at Shanzu Teacher Training 
College in Mombasa invited speakers 
from the local Baha'i community last 
February to address first-year students 
on the general beliefs and practices of 
the Faith. 

Some 420 students heard an address 
on the history and principles of the 
Faith. They were most attentive, and 
asked many questions during the two
hour session. 

• 
Atieno Mboya, a young woman 

from Kenya, set much of Malawi alight 
during a recent teaching visit. 

She began her work in the southern 
districts of Bangula, Mulanje and 
Ntechu, and completed it in the north. 

At Rumphi Boys Secondary School, 
after being welcomed by the head
master and talking to the students, she 
was invited to return the following day. 
After her second talk, 53 youth em
braced the Faith. 
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United States 

President ratifies Genocide Convention 

Years of steady work by the C.S. 
National Spiritual Assembly and a 
number of human rights groups reach
ed an historic conclusion November 4 
when President Ronald Reagan signed 
legislation implementing the Cnited 
Nations Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of Geno
cide. 

The Baha'i community of the Cnited 
States was represented at the _ signing 
ceremony, which took place at Chi
cago's O'Hare International :\irport, 
by Katharine Bigelow, deputy director 
of the National Spiritual Assembly's 
Office of External Affairs in Washing
ton, D.C. 

She was invited to witness the sign
ing as an acknowledgment of the role 
played by the National Assembly in 
helping to secure passage of the legisla
tion. 

During the past three years the :\a
tiona I Spiritual Assembly had worked 
with many non-governmental organi
zations including the American Bar As
sociation, Amnesty International. the 
American Jewish Committee, the Am
erican Jewish Congress, B'nai B'rith 
International and the Cnited :-";ations 
Association to encourage members of 
the Senate and House ot Representa
tives to vote in favor of the legislation. 

At the request of the National As
sembly, several Baha'I comm unities 
and individual Baha'is contacted their 
government officials by phone or by 
letter, first to urge that the Senate" ad
vise and consent" to the treaty. and. 
later, to encourage congressional ap
proval of the implementing legislation. 

The U.S. first signed the Convention 
in 1948. Since then, many individuals 
and organizations have devoted years 
to the ratification effort. 

Retiring Sen. William Proxmire ot 
Wisconsin, one of the leading propo
nents of ratification, gave more than 

President Ronald Reagan signs the 
historic legislation implementing the 
enited Nations Convention on the Pre
vention and Punishment of the Crime 
of Genocide. Among those present for 
[he signing November 4 at Chicago's 
O'Hare International Airport were 

3.000 speeches in the Senate over a 
19-year period urging his colleagues 
almost daily to ratify the UN docu
ment. 

In "The Promise of World Peace," 
the Universal House of Justice says 
that measures such as the Genocide 
Convention, "if courageously enforc
ed and expanded, will advance the day 
when the specter of war will have lost 
:ts power to dominate international re
lations." 

The Baha'i community rejoices that 
America, the nation on which 'Abdu'l
Baha bestowed inestimable praise, has 

u.s. Rep. John Porter of Illinois (fifth 
from left), co-chairman of the Con
gressional Human Rights Caucus, and 
Katharine Bigelow (second from right), 
deputy director of the U.S. National 
Spiritual Assembly's Office of Exter
nal Affairs in Washington, D.C. 

joined with the 96 other nations of the 
world that have already ratified the 
Genocide Convention. 

In examining those forces that led ul
timately to U.S. ratification, recogni
tion must be given and tribute made to 
the Baha'is of Iran whose "heroic 
steadfastness, fortitude and patience" 
under the genocidal policies of the Is
lamic regime led to the Faith's emerg
ence from obscurity and enabled the 
American Baha'i community to take 
part as an equal partner with other na
tional organizations in activities pro
moting ratification of the UN Geno: 
cide Convention. 
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Pioneering 

Reaching out to the Family of Man 

Anthropology tries to identify cul
tural diversities in the world and to dis
cover those social elements that are 
common to all of us: those uniquely 
human qualities that interconnect the 
peoples of the earth into one family. 

Usually, religion has pretty well 
made up its mind about this and is too 
busy with things "spiritual" to look 
deeper at man as a social being. It is 
significant that, in a time of increasing 
international racial and ideological 
strife, one religion seeks the same un
derstanding of mankind as this science. 
The Baha'i Faith teaches us about the 
need for the "independent investiga
tion of truth" and points out two im
portant responsibilities we have to the 
Family of Man. 

The first of these is that we must 
turn our attention toward understand
ing and appreciating human diversity, 
the things that distinguish us as dif
ferent; the second, that we must fix our 
minds on rmding the ways and means 
of becoming more socially and spiri
tually united as a single human race. 
Baha'u'llah has declared that world 
unity is the most important issue of this 
age. The attitudes that perpetuate di-

This article on Bahti'lpioneering and 
cultural awareness was written by Jo
seph Roy Sheppherd, an American 
who now lives with his wife and family 
in Buckinghamshire, England. Mr. 
Sheppherd, who has a degree in an
thropology from the University of 
California and another in archaeology 
from Cambridge University, has trav
eled extensi.vely in more than 40 coun
tries and served as a Bahd'" pioneer to 
Guatemala, Colombia, Cameroon and 
Equatorial Guinea, where heservedfor 
two years as anthropological adviser to 
the government and curator of the Na
tional Ethnological and Archaeological 
Museum in Malabo. 
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This discovery, for himself, of 
the essential unity of mankind, 
through observing and partici
pating, in an un patronizing way, 
in the daily life of a society dis
tinct from his own, is one of the 
most introspective and humbling 
experiences a Baha'i can have. 

vision and disunity on this planet must 
be changed and ultimately replaced 
with the realization that, as Baha'
u'llah has told us, "the earth is but one 
country and mankind its citizens." The 
only way to achieve this is through the 
concept of "unity in diversity." This 
responsibility falls squarely on the 
shoulders of us, His followers. 

World unity is a high aspiration and 
a complex and difficult thing to 
achieve; it must be built soundly and 
sequentially. Considerable ground
work must first be laid for its edifica
tion. Unity requires cooperation, and 
cooperation requires a shared sense of 
purpose and direction. The teachings 
of Baha'u'llah provide that purpose 
and that direction. 

As Baha'is, we are taught that the 
purpose of human life is to "carry for
ward an ever-advancing civilization" 
and to "safeguard the interests and 
promote the unity of the human race 
and foster the spirit of love and fellow
ship." The direction in which mankind 
should be heading is away from "all 
forms of provincialism, all insularities 
and prejudices" and those "social as
sumptions and religious formulae" 
which have "ceased to promote the 
welfare of the generality of mankind," 
and toward "a wider loyalty," a pri
mary allegiance to the world as a 
whole, which does not "attempt to 
suppress the diversity of ethnic origins, 

of climate, of history, of language and 
tradition, of thought and habit, that 
differentiate the peoples and nations of 
the world." The dissemination of these 
teachings into every land is the first 
step toward building the foundation on 
which peace and unity can be raised. 
This is where we come in. 

As a developing and self-aware Ba
ha'i community, we should realize that 
the elimination of provincialism, insu
larity and prejudice must begin on the 
inside and flow outward. We must un
derstand that these debilitating limita
tions must be overcome within our 
community before there is hope of en
couraging others to do so, and that 
progress toward unity cannot be ac
complished in isolation or even facili
tated by well-wishing from afar. Direct 
contact, interaction and cooperation 
must be established. These are the keys 
we can offer for the social salvation of 
mankind. 

With this in mind, many Baha'i pio
neers, motivated by a personal com
mitment to spread abroad this ideal of 
world unity, have emigrated to new 
continents. It is little wonder that in the 
language of Baha'u'llah, the Persian
word for pioneer, "mohajer," is the 
same word for "emigrant." Each Ba
ha'i "mohajer" who travels to a for
eign land, settles there, and success
fully shares the Cause of God with his 
fellow-men, is fortunate because he 
witnesses, at first hand, many more 
facets of human diversity than those 
who do not. He encounters the won
derment of new ideas, beliefs and val
ues, and the knowledge of a culture 
beyond his own. In time, these will 
naturally have an effect on him. Those 
elements of cultural wisdom that he 
finds compatible or complementary to 
his own, or reasonable in light of the 
surrounding environment, will be slow
ly assimilated and embraced. Others 



that, at fIrst encounter, lead to "cul
ture shock" and appear to be com
pletely at odds with some of the basic 
and trusted patterns of his own culture, 
will only be appreciated as he becomes 
attuned to his adopted culture and 
learns to communicate with images and 
concepts that are familiar to the people 
around him. 

Every bewildering example of cul
tural belief and behavior has an expla
nation, and the mere acquisition of the 
language of a different tribe, race, so
ciety or country enables the Baha'i pio
neer to stand in the footprints of an
other human being, for a while, and to 
see the world from a new perspective. 
When a Baha'i pioneer does this, he 
loses some of his ethnocentric outlook 
and is thereby able to learn. This kind 
of learning is a fundamental prerequi
site to teaching others about the Baha', 
Faith. 

Exposure to another· culture is a 
wonderful stimulus. It initiates a pro
cess of learning and change in the heart 
of the pioneer, a product of which is an 
inner awakening as to what "unity in 
diversity" truly means. This discovery, 
for himself, of the essential unity of 
mankind, through observing and par
ticipating, in an un patronizing way, in 
the daily life of a society distinct from 
his own, is one of the most introspec
tive and humbling experiences a Baha'i 
can have. It is an eye-opening affirma
tion of the greatness of the unity 
spoken of by Baha'u'Uah. It is an ex
perience which can galvanize an intel
lectual acceptance of the unity of man
kind into an unshakable certainty; it 
can raise one's agreement with this 
principle from an indifferent "yes" to 
an insightful "yea." 

We must come to the realization that 
the establishment of unity among the 
peoples of the world is the basic social 
responsibility of every Baha'i. If we 
neglect this, we blatantly ignore the 
central purpose of the Message of 
Baha'u'llah. The achievement of this 
unity depends upon the degree to 
which the meaning of "social diver
sity" is understood. In the simplest 
terms: culture is diversity. The things 
that make us profoundly different 
from one another-our ideas, beliefs, 
values and accumulated knowledge
are all cultural. The more superficial 
distinctions such as color and race are 
far too ambiguous and much less im-

portant than the culturally-based con
cepts and actions of the mind and be
havior of man. Race is not merely 
physiological but inseparably inter
woven within the matrix of culture. 

For the pioneer, language is the key. 
It is the best means of perceiving cul
ture, and thus truly appreciating the 
depth of human diversity. So impor
tant is language in understanding cul
ture that some anthropologists have 
suggested that "language is culture." 

The spoken and written word are 
certainly the ways in which all the ele
ments of culture are transferred from 
one generation to the next. As far as 
teaching the Baha'i Faith is concerned, 
language is the best means of commu
nication with the heart and intellect of 
our fellow-men; it is the way in which 
new morals and mores, concepts and 
wisdom are passed from one mind to 
another. This is why it is imperative for 
the Baha'i pioneer to learn to speak the 
local language of the society in which 
he lives. He must become linguistically 
fluent to the point of being able to ar
ticulate, conceptualize and even dream 
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in his new language. The central duty 
of the pioneer is to transfer his under
standing of the Faith, in images that 
are understandable in the culture, and 
to enkindle an interest in and commit
ment to the Faith among his hearers 
that will be self-sustaining and en
during without the pioneer's continued 
and indefinite encouragement. With
out language, this is all but impossible. 
Language is the magic social ingredient 
which guarantees success in dissemi
nating the teachings of Baha'u'llah. 

As Baha'is, we are admonished by 
the Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, to be 
cognizant of the need to be culturally 
flexible: "Nor should any of the pio
neers, at this early stage in the up
building of Baha'i national communi
ties, overlook the fundamental pre
requisite for any successful teaching 
enterprise, which is to adapt the pre
sentation of the fundamental principles 
of their Faith to the cultural and relig
ious backgrounds, the ideologies, and 
temperament of the diverse races and 
nations whom they are called upon to 
enlighten and attract. The suscepti-
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bilities of these races and nations ... 
differing widely in their customs and 
standards of living, should at all times 
be carefully considered, and under no 
circumstances neglected." 

Each Baha'i pioneer should strive to 
eliminate cultural naivete within him
self. Naivete is no longer acceptable. It 
is simply ignorance, and the discovery 
of diversity must replace ignorance. 
We must be interested in the diversity 
of ethnic origins, history and tradition 
for a greater reason than mere idle cu
riosity. We know that one of the long
term needs of mankind is the adoption 
of a wider-based social allegiance, a 
loyalty to something higher: the devel
opment of a sense of world communi
ty. This is difficult to envision because 
a vital element remains missing: a pan
cultural self-image. 

Photographs from space of the blue
green ball we call the planet earth are a 
beginning; they give us a good physical 
self-image. But the world has not yet 
evolved a clear, world-encompassing 
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social self-image. It is impossible for us 
to identify with the world as "one 
unit" because we lack enough empiri
cal experience, enough direct exposure 
to diversity. We cannot possibly relate 
to "world citizenship" in isolation 
from our fellow-men. We can help the 
world visualize itself better by setting a 
good example. It is time that we reach
ed out and made what in the past 
would have been called "inconvenient 
social acquaintances" and establish 
long-lasting friendships among cul
tures and races. 

Without this wider exposure and ex
perience, our sense of allegiance to the 
world will be more or less equal to the 
stereotype of our particular cultural 
and national heritage. 

We must discover those things that 
are common to us all, those universal 
spiritual and social verities that are 
pan-cultural, because it is in them that 
the elements of a global self-image will 
be found. It is for us to discover these. 
It is a requirement of the age in which 

we live. Ultimately, it is this that will 
allow us to truly see that "the face of 
God is present in every face." 

We have, however, a long way to go. 
~ othing perpetuates ignorance better 
than segregation. Hopefully, our ef
forts as Baha'is, mass communication, 
and the movement of peoples from one 
area of the world to others will accel
erate this process. The standard of 
planetary unity is God's tailor-made 
message to mankind in this age, and 
the dissemination of this message by 
the Baha'is will help ease humanity's 
adolescent pains as the world becomes 
smaller. 

New efforts and insights are re
quired. Christ's teaching of "love thy 
neighbor" is no longer sufficient, be
cause it seems, unfortunately, to have 
been amended to read "love thy neigh
bor from afar" like some Orwellian 
law on the wall at Animal Farm. The 
ethnic isolation and sense of religious 
superiority which have resulted have 
led to such appallingly rationalized 
social systems as apartheid and slavery. 
Baha'u'llah requires that we become 
united and interdependent. To be this, 
we must become more acutely inform
ed about other kinds of social organi
zations in the world. If we remain un
aware of other peoples, then we are 
ethnocentric; there is nothing else we 
can be. The age of relying on no more 
than "love and good intentions" is 
past. Practical discernment, good 
deeds and steady progress are the only 
things that work. 

The teachings of Baha'u'llah not on
ly assert the fundamental oneness of 
mankind, but also present a system 
that allows ideas to be interconnected 
and joined. It provides a large enough 
spiritual universe so that human di
versity can mingle in a series of infinite 
social permutations. This social flex
ibility provides a forum for the free ex
change of opinions, perceptions and 
cosmologies. In a shrinking world, we 
seem to have been losing social options 
for a long time, until we are now faced· 
with a furcated Hobson's choice of 
either seeking world unity or world ex
tinction. The nature of the teachings of 
the Baha'i Faith help us and everyone 
else to overcome some of the narrow
mindedness which is one of the major 
stumbling blocks on the road to an en
during, world-embracing peace. 
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Canada 

Association holds its 13th Conference 

The 13th annual Conference of the 
Association for Baha'i Studies was 
held October 7-10 at the Skyline Ot
tawa Hotel in Ottawa, Ontario, Cana
da. 

This year's theme, "Toward a Glo
bal Civilization," was addressed by a 
number of speakers, Baha'i and non
Baha'i, whose focus was on the role of 
culture in (1) creating civilization; (2) 
providing and protecting identity 
through art, myth and language; and 
(3) facilitating social change and trans
formation. 

This year's Hasan Balylizi Memorial 
Lecture, "Learning from History," 
was presented by Moojan Momen, a 
well-known Baha'i scholar and author 
from Bedingsfurd, England. 

Essay awards were given in four cat
egories: high school (to Amelia Da
nesh) , general (Robert White), multi
author (Harry Massoth, Marilu leno), 
and university (Deborah R. Thorpe). 

The Conference drew a number of 
distinguished non-Baha'i speakers in
cluding: 

• Dr. Noel Brown, director and 
special assistant to the executive direc
tor, United Nations Environment Pro
gramme, New York. 

• David Burleson, UNESCO senior 
adviser and liaison officer to UNICEF, 
New York. 

• Dr. Riane Eisler, co-founder of the 
Center for Partnership Studies, Pacific 
Grove, California. 

• Dr. Alvino Fantini, director of the 
Language and Culture Center at the 
School of International Training, Brat
tleboro, Vermont. 

• Dr. Edward T. Hall, noted author, 
lecturer and anthropologist. 

• Dr. Susan Stoddart, USAID infor
mation officer, Oakton, Virginia. 

• Robert Vachon, director, Centre 
Interculturel Monchanin, Montreal, 
Quebec. 

Members of the Louis G. Gregory Ba
ha'!' Institute's Unity Choir from South 
Carolina perform during an inter-cul
tural program as a part of the 13th an-

• Bernard Wood, director, North
South Institute, Ottawa. 

Among the Baha'i speakers were: 
• Dr. Kurt Hein of the International 

Baha'i Audio-Visual Centre (IDA VC). 
• Mildred Mottahedeh of New York 

City. 
• Louise Propheit-LeBlanc of White

horse, Yukon Territory, a member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Canada. 

• Shapoor Rassekh, a social scientist 
and member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Switzerland. 

• Daniel Wegener, a representative 
of the Baha'i International Communi
ty at the United Nations in-New York. 

The ABS Conference was preceded 

nual Conference of the Association for 
Baha'!' Studies held October 7-10 at the 
Skyline Ottawa Hotel in Ottawa, On
tario, Canada. 

by a children's conference and profes
sional interest seminars in agriculture, 
business and economics, consultation 
and conflict resolution, education, en
vironmental design, intercultural is
sues, marriage and the family, science 
and technology, and women's studies. 

A special feature this year was cul
tural presentations by North American 
Indians, blacks, and French-Cana
dians. 

By sharing their art, their ceremonies 
and their history, they demonstrated 
the meaning of culture in their societies 
and furnished material for discussion. 

The 14th annual ABS Conference 
will be held September 14-17, 1989, in 
Irvine, California. 
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United Nations 

Environment: facing the next frontier 

Twenty-one years ago, Malta's chief 
delegate to the UN proclaimed the re
sources of the seabed to be the "com
mon heritage of mankind," setting in 
motion the events that led to the Law 
of the Sea treaty. Now, at the initiative 
of Malta once again, the General As
sembly is being asked to proclaim the 
earth's climate too as part of that 
"common heritage." In making the 
proposal at the most recent General 
Assembly session, Maltese Ambassa
dor Alexander Borg Olivier called for a 
major UN study of threats to climatic 
stability, which would lead to a global 
strategy for dealing with climatic 
change. The result could very well be a 
Law of the Air. 

A coordinated inquiry into climatic 
change appeals strongly to Assembly 
delegates. And although the idea of ap
plying the "common heritage" concept 
to the winds, the rain, the sunshine, 
and the seasons has raised questions 
among Western delegates, they voted 
with the rest of the General Assembly 
to take up Malta's proposal. 

Borg Olivier'S timing was obviously 
right. During the Assembly's general 
debate, minister after minister express
ed deep concern about the increase in 
greenhouse gases, global warming, ris
ing seas, and damage to the ozone 
layer. Proposals for urgent UN action 
have come from allover the world. 
Secretary-General Perez de Cuellar has 
called for an international agreement 
to coordinate government policies that 
have an impact on the climate. Canada 

This article on the United Nations 
and the environment was written by 
Jane Rosen, UN correspondent for the 
Manchester Guardian, and is reprinted 
from the fall 1988 issue (Vol. 14, No. 
4) of the inter dependent, apub/ication 
of the United Nations Association of 
the U.S. 
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The British Antarctic Survey 
identified damage to the ozone 
layer; the U.S. Department of 
Energy has done vital research 
on carbon dioxide; the Russians, 
Canadians and Americans have 
programs on the dynamics of 
Arctic ice. 

offered to host an international con
ference that would address laws for the 
protection of the atmosphere. Cyprus 
proposed a special session of the Gen
eral Assembly on the environment. 
Britain declared that the UN must not 
leave a problem of this magnitude to 
technical bodies but must conduct a 
serious debate on it. The Soviets called 
for three UN emergency meetings on 
different levels and for the establish
ment of a UN Environment Council 
"capable of taking effective decisions 
to ensure ecological security." Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnad
ze also suggested that Soviet-American 
cooperation was espedally important 
in this field, recalling the moral of the 
fable about the two elephants: 
Whether they make war or love, it is 
the grass that suffers. 

This explosion of demands for UN 
action on the climate is new, but the 
issue has been on the General Assem
bly's agenda for many years. The first 
UN Conference on the Environment 
took place in 1972, giving birth to the 
UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 
Since then, while UNEP has drawn 
criticism for not doing enough, govern
ments have been stingy in their con
tributions to it. Despite this, UNEP 
has several achievements to its credit. 

The most significant of these is the 
Montreal Protocol, scheduled to come 
into force on January 1, 1989, which 

requires a 50 percent cut in the pro
duction of chlorofluorocarbons 
(CFCs) within the next decade. CFCs, 
commonly used in refrigerants, plastic 
foam, and many aerosol sprays, de
stroy the ozone that protects the earth 
from lethal radiation. However, the 
ink had hardly dried on the agreement 
before there was new scientific infor
mation to indicate that the protocol, 
dramatic as it is, does not go far 
enough. To prevent further ozone de
pletion, CFCs must be cut by 75-80 
percent. 

UNEP, together with the World 
Meteorological Organization and the 
International Council of Scientific 
Unions, has also been studying the 
phenomenon of global warming with a 
view to providing governments with an 
authoritative assessment of the serious
ness of the threat and the kind of ac
tion it requires. 

Many other groups, national as well 
as international, have been studying 
the causes and consequences of cli
matic changes. The Brundtland Com
mission, headed by the Prime Minister 
of Norway, drafted a vast report on 
"sustainable" economic growth, 
meaning growth that does not degrade 
the environment or injure the climate. 
The UN Food and Agriculture Organi
zation (F AO) is monitoring food sup
plies affected by climatic instability. 
The British Antarctic Survey identified 
damage to the ozone layer; the U.S. 
Department of Energy has done vital 
research on carbon dioxide; the Rus
sians, Canadians and Americans have 
programs on the dynamics of Arctic 
ice. Universities, scientific institutes 
and other organizations allover the 
world are investigating different as
pects of climatic change. 

Under Malta's proposal to the Gen
eral Assembly, the first step would be 
to coordinate all the findings of all 



these groups. "The Secretary-General 
should establish an inter-agency mech
anism," Borg Olivier says, "to give us 
a report on what has already been 
done, what information is available, 
what are the areas in which action is 
possible, and what kind of strategies 
should be adopted in order to save the 
world's climate." 

Borg Olivier expects that once the in
formation is available, political leaders 
would begin to frame "a global re
sponse, a global ethic. Obviously," he 
says, "no one country has the right to 
alter the climate in ways that could be 
detrimental to others." While Western 
delegates agree, they anticipate a battle 
over Borg Olivier's insistence that cli
mate is "the common heritage of man
kind." 

Britain's Ambassador, Sir Crispin 
TickeIl, is an expert on climate and the 
author of the highly praised book, Cli
matic Change and World Affairs. "We 
certainly don't regard climate as a 
common heritage," he says. "It's not a 
resource like seabed minerals. More
over, the use of that phrase raises 
hackles allover the place because of 
the way in which it was used during the 
Law of the Sea negotiations." Many of 
the industrialized countries feel that 
the non-aligned majority used "com
mon heritage" as a weapon to restrict 
legitimate national activities having to 
do with the seabed and to extract con
cessions. "'Common heritage' is a 
non-aligned war-cry," said an Ameri
can diplomat. 

But Borg Olivier doesn't see it that 
way. Malta has "a very strong senti
mental attachment to the concept of 
common heritage and a sincere interest 
in expanding it," he notes. "As far as 
climate is concerned, 'common heri
tage' means it must be managed for the 
benefit of all mankind." 

To that end, some delegates are al
ready talking about an international 
treaty to prevent global warming along 
the lines of the Montreal Protocol on 
ozone depletion. Such a treaty might 
provide for a 10 percent reduction in 
consumption of fossil fuels by the year 
2000 or 2010. Since the developing 
countries could not afford either to re
duce their energy consumption or to 
switch to cleaner technologies, the in
dustrialized countries would be ex
pected to provide the necessary aid. 

Further down the road many sci en-

tists foresee an international law to 
prohibit or restrict all actions that 
change global, regional or local cli
mate. Besides the use of fossil fuels and 
other industrial pollutants, the ban 
would apply to the permanent divers
ion of major rivers, construction of 
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far-reaching irrigation systems, defor
estation of large areas, destruction of 
top soil, oil-drilling in certain areas, 
and perhaps even the construction of 
large cities. The activities of virtually 
every country in the world would be af
fected. 
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Essay 

On teaching the Faith to our loved ones 

Teaching the Faith in this day is a 
sacred duty. Most of us take this re
sponsibility seriously and devote many 
hours to the teaching work. We ap
proach our teaching with enthusiasm, 
and often with unbridled courage. Yet 
most of our teaching is directed toward 
those in our extended social network
friends and co-workers. Many seekers 
turn out to be strangers. Few of us 
identify on our list of seekers those in 
our immediate family-our spouse, 
children, brothers and sisters, parents. 
Why should this be so? 

There is no simple answer. Often the 
question itself elicits a variety of re
sponses that range from defensiveness 
to outright feelings of guilt. The topic 
is a sensitive one. To properly address 
the question, there are several things to 
consider from the standpoint of the 
teacher, the loved one, and the family. 
What follows are some reflections on 
teaching the Faith to loved ones, first 
set forth in a workshop on that topic 
held about three years ago. 
Some assumptions 

I have made some assumptions that 
guided my own thinking about this 
topic. You may decide that these as
sumptions need to be modified to fit 
your particular circumstances. If so, 
then feel free to modify them. I do not 
hold these ideas to be patent truths or 
universal techniques. 

The first assumption is that teaching 
loved ones is really no different than 
teaching a friend or a stranger. The 
basic obligation to share the Message 
of God for this day is restricted only by 
our limitations and self-imposed re-

This article, "Teaching the Faith to 
Loved Ones," was written by Dr. 
James M. Schear, a Bahti'{who lives in 
Augusta, Georgia, with his Wife and 
three children and is employed as a 
psychologist. 
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Baha'u'lhih's teachings about 
unity need to begin at home. If 
there is disharmony about the 
Faith in the home, we must 
determine why this is so and cor
rect whatever in our power we 
can to achieve a loving home 
life. 

strictions on who we identify to teach. 
Second, we assume no responsibility 
for the decision of our loved ones, as 
we cannot assume responsibility for 
anyone's spiritual development. The 
choice is theirs, not ours. Third, to be 
an effective teacher we are obligated to 
become intimately acquainted with the 
teachings of Bahli'u'lllih within our 
own capacity to do so. Fourth, teach
ing is an active process. It is a recip
rocal dialogue between seeker and 
teacher, not a one-way communication 
of facts about the Faith to others. We 
should remember that the range and 
depth of the Writings ar~ infinite. Rec
ognizing that there is so much in the 
Writings should be a comfort to us; un
fortunately, many of us are too com
pulsive and tend to become over
whelmed by the task of being sure that 
our loved ones "know all." We need 
only remember how we became a Ba
ha'i to realize that "knowing all" is a 
false notion. 

The fifth assumption, which should 
be obvious, is that everyone is unique. 
What the Faith stirs in each one of us is 
unique and qualitatively different. 
Should we assume that our loved ones 
will react to the Faith in the same way 
that we did? I think not. Sixth, we 
must not assume that we know what 
our loved ones need to know, read or 
experience in their investigation of the 
Faith. And finally, the power of prayer 

should not be underestimated. We 
should remember that Baha'u'llah will 
ultimately guide our steps in our teach
ing work. We must have faith in Him. 
Irrational beliefs and contradictory 
notions about the family 

Why is it so apparently difficult to 
teach loved ones? I contend that we 
often harbor irrational beliefs and con
tradictory notions about teaching lov
ed ones that only serve to limit us. We 
enjoy a special intimacy in our fami
lies, which is generally perceived as a 
source of support and strength. The 
special power and unique quality of the 
family sometimes fosters a perception 
that it is somehow delicate and fragile. 
The fragile quality we feel about the 
relationship is the fear that somehow it 
cannot withstand the test of sharing 
and experiencing something we hold 
sacred and precious-our faith. 

While the basis for concern about 
family harmony is founded on solid 
ground in the Writings of Baha'u'lllih, 
it can be taken to the extreme by even 
the most stalwart Baha'i. If one denies 
one's own family members knowledge 
of Baha'u'lllih and His life-giving mes
sage, then haven't we missed the point? 
Baha'u'lllih's teachings about unity 
need to begin at home. If there is dis
harmony about the Faith in the home, 
we must determine why this is so and 
correct whatever in our power we can 
to achieve a loving home life. The be
loved Guardian counseled many Ba
ha'is about the importance of family 
unity over direct service in the Faith. 

Some of us take for granted our rela
tionship with our loved ones. We some
times hold preconceived notions about 
the receptivity of those who are close to 
us based on past experiences and/or 
our own anxiety about how we imagine 
they might react to our teaching. Our 
fantasies about their reaction can be a 
form of prejudice. I am sure that many 



of us have decided that a person we 
thought was a seeker seemed unrecep
tive and we were comforted by Baha'
u'llah's counsel to leave them to them
selves. To leave them to themselves, 
however, does not mean to abandon 
them. We can still love them and pray 
for them. Worse than this, we could 
harbor preconceived notions about our 
loved ones' receptivity to the Faith. 
Many times, our ideas are off the mark 
or out of date. If we avoid the oppor
tunity to gain more information about 
where our loved ones are in their devel
opment, we may miss an important op
portunity to teach. 

The nature of the relationship may 
result in a wide range of variations. For 
example, teaching one's parents is dif
ferent than teaching a spouse. The 
teaching, whenever and however it is 
done, takes place within the larger con
text of an already established relation
ship. The growth and development of 
that relationship is the foundation on 
which teaching is done. Some of us 
think of that foundation as either an 
asset or a liability. If it is a liability, 
then it becomes necessary to find out 
why and what can be done about it. We 
tend to spend a lot of time showing our 
love to those we teach in other con
texts. Why shouldn't we devote the 
same effort to this "special relation
ship" we have with our loved ones? 
One difference, it seems, is that we 
don't usually work to establish a loving 
relationship since it already exists. Yet 
all loving relationships require careful, 
deliberate and diligent nurturing. We 
should not allow our family bond of 
love to be taken for granted. Teaching 
cannot be accomplished where love 
and trust are weak. 

In some families there are some 
topics that are considered taboo; relig
ion often is one of them. Unfortunate
ly, as we Baha'is well know, com
munication is crucial if we are going to 
teach others. If communication is re
stricted, we are indeed at risk of limit
ing an opportunity to increase our 
understanding of one another and to 
experience growth in our relationship. 
In those instances in which communi
cation is limited, it is my contention 
that there is much room for misunder
standing. It is important to remember 
that we are always changing in unex
pected ways. Life is growth and devel
opment. Weare moving in time and 

space; nothing in life is static. Why 
should we believe that our loved ones' 
beliefs and attitudes may not have 
changed or been modified across time? 

It is critical to know if such changes 
have taken place by word or deed. One 
way to deal with our lack of knowledge 
about where our loved one may be in 
his/her spiritual journey is to strength
en communication. Direct discussion 
about the Faith is best, although it may 
not always be possible. We need to re
member that we learn things by what 
we are told, and also by what we ob
serve. Observing others who are "liv
ing the life" can provide the observer 
with substantial information. We· 
should also train ourselves to be good 
listeners and observers so that we can 
be prepared to teach at those moments 
when our loved one is seeking answers. 

Approaches to teaching 
What can we do? First, we should be 

conscious of how important our teach
ing work is in this day. All of us should 
have our own teaching plan. 

We all know the steps in effective 
teaching. Teaching involves identifying 
who to teach and developing a plan for 
that individual or group. We need to 
develop a list of prospective seekers. 
Included on that list should be our lov
ed ones. For everyone on our list, we 
should have an approach; we should 
specify how to teach the Faith to that 
loved one. Teaching can be done pass
ively or directly. Whatever the ap
proach, we should evaluate it period
ically and modify it as needed. 

Teaching can be done by sharing our 
experiences with others, framing what 
we do in terms of our Baha'i way of 
life, as well as modeling the Baha'i way 
of life in our daily behavior. Teaching 
can best be accomplished by remem
bering how 'Abdu'l-Baha taught. 
Sometimes we become very narrow in 
our view of how to teach. Teaching is 
multi-dimensional; it involves being 
imaginative and creative. It is a process 
whereby we offer all aspects of the 
Faith to the seeker, not simply what we 
think he is interested in or may be at
tracted to in the Faith. 
The context of teaching loved ones 

Our anxieties about teaching the 
Faith to loved ones are usually diffuse 
and unspecified. We tend to exhibit 
this diffuse fear whenever either direct 
or indirect references about the Faith 

are made to our loved ones. At the 
same time, we often become overly 
critical about what should be commu
nicated and how it should be said. In 
fact, teaching is a human activity full 
of human limitations. We should be 
prepared to accept our limitations. 

The human element in our teaching 
work is frequently the most attractive 
aspect of our Faith. Baha'i teachers are 
not professional clergy. Most teachers 
are not public speakers but ordinary 
people sharing God's message for this 
day. We teachers must reflect upon our 
work. 

In our families we sometimes react 
to loved ones according to past roles. 
For example, grown children some
times interact with parents in ways 
more appropriate to an earlier stage of 
development. Both children and par
ents frequently foster this kind of 
strained relationship, especially when 
dealing with something as emotionally 
loaded as religion. For parents, it can 
be difficult to comprehend why their 
children would "reject" the religious 
teachings they had so dutifully fos
tered. They often feel rejected and guil
ty when their children convert to an
other faith. It becomes our obligation 
to communicate with them and show 
them how becoming a Baha'i is neither 
a rejection nor a denial of their relig
ious teaching and that their gUilt is un
founded. Baha'u'llah has given us 
special prayers for parents (see Baha'i 
Prayers, 1985 edition, p. 65). We 
should pray for them. I would suggest 
that you consider sharing this prayer 
with them and letting them know that 
you are using it. 

Another situation involves parents 
who have become Baha'is. In this case, 
the adult children may find it difficult 
to comprehend why their parents have 
changed their religion. The same kind 
of difficulties reminiscent of the ado
lescent period may recur. In this situa
tion, communication may be strained. 
It is important for the Baha'i parents 
to recognize when this is happening 
and to deal with it in a spirit of loving 
consultation. The Baha'i Faith offers 
us many ways to deal with such tests 
and difficulties if only we take the time 
to study the problem and seek ways in 
which to solve it. 

A similar situation exists with sib
lings. Brothers and sisters often act 
toward one another in ways that are 
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more appropriate for an earlier period 
in their lives. We should let nothing 
stand in the way of achieving and 
maintaining a wholesome and loving 
bond among our brothers and sisters. 
We are obliged to show them how our 
new religion represents a source of 
unity and not rejection. This can be 
done by word and by deed. 

How we teach depends on us and our 
loved ones. What may work for one 

person may not work for another. As 
in any teaching effort, we can't expect 
to deliver the wonderful gift of the 
Message of God for this day if we have 
not armed ourselves with a clear notion 
about our duties and obligations to our 
teaching work and to our family. We 
must work to achieve answers in our 
own particular circumstance and devel
op our own deepening on these topics. 

minds us that in this Dispensation each 
person must choose for him/herself. 
As teachers, we teach by sharing the 
Creative Word and offering the seeker 
knowledge about the Manifestation of 
God for this day. We take no responsi
bility for the choice made by the seek
er. When a Baha'i teaches his loved 
ones and no action is taken by them, he 
must accept that inaction and resist the 
temptation to feel guilty about it. As At the same time, Baha'u'llah re-

TEACHING THE BAHA'I FAITH TO LOVED O.VES 
SELECTIONS FROM THE WRITINGS 

Family 
o ye two believers in God! The Lord, peerless is He, hath 

made woman and man to abide with each other in the 
closest companionship, and to be even as a single soul. They 
are two helpmates, two intimate friends, who should be 
concerned about the welfare of each other. 

If they live thus, they will pass through this world with 
perfect contentment, bliss, and peace of heart, and become 
the object of divine grace and favor in the Kingdom of 
heaven. But if they do other than this, they wiIllive out their 
lives in great bitterness, longing at every moment for death, 
and will be shamefaced in the heavenly realm. 

Strive, then, to abide, heart and soul, with each other as 
two doves in the nest, for this is to be blessed in both 
worlds. (Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'I-Bahd, p. 
122) 

According to the teachings of Baha'u'llah the family, be
ing a human unit, must be educated according to the rules 
of sanctity. All the virtues must be taught the family. The 
integrity of the family bond must be constantly considered, 
and the rights of the individual members must not be trans
gressed. The rights of the son, the father, the mother-none 
of them must be transgressed, none of them must be arbi
trary. Just as the son has certain obligations to his father, 
the father, likewise, has certain obligations to his son. The 
mother, the sister, and other members of the household 
have their certain prerogatives. All these rights and preroga
tives must be conserved, yet the unity of the family must be 
sustained. The injury of one shall be considered the injury 
of all; the comfort of each, the comfort of all; the honor of 
one, the honor of all. (' Abdu'l-Baha, The Promulgation of 
Universal Peace, p. 168) 

Baha'is should be many-sided, normal and well-balanced, 
mentally and spiritually. We must not give the impression of 
being fanatics but at the same time we must live up to our 
principles. (On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, quoted in Bahd'f 
Marrillge and Family Life, p. 74) 

Surely Shoghi Effendi would like to see you and the other 
friends give their whole time and energy to the Cause, for 
we are in great need for competent workers, but the home is 
an institution that Baha'u'llab has come to strengthen and 
not to weaken. Many unfortunate things have happened in 
Baha'i homes just for neglecting this point. Serve the Cause 
but also remember your duties towards your home. It is for 
YOH to find the balance and see that neither makes you 
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neglect the other. We would have many more husbands in 
the Cause were the \\ives more thoughtful and moderate in 
their Baha'i activities. (Letter on behalf of Shoghi Effendi, 
quoted in Bahd'l.\farriage and Family Life, p. 74) 

In considering the problems that you and your wife are 
experiencing, the House of Justice points out that the unity 
of the family should take priority over any other considera
tion. Baha'u'llah came to bring unity to the world, and a 
fundamental unity is that of the family. Therefore, we must 
believe that the Faith is intended to strengthen the family, 
not weaken it. For example, service to the Cause should not 
produce neglect of the family. It is important for you to ar
range your time so that your family life is harmonious and 
your household receives the attention it requires. (The Uni
versal House of Justice, in Baha'i' Marriage and Family 
Life, p. 76) 

If love and agreement are manifest in a single family, that 
family wiIl advance, become iIlumined and spiritual; but if 
enmity and hatred exist within it, destruction and dispersion 
are inevitable. (' Abdu 'l-Baha, The Promulgation of Univer
sal Peace, pp. 144-45) 

It is one of the essential teachings of the Faith that unity 
should be maintained in the home. Of course this does not 
mean that any member of the family has a right to influence 
the faith of any other member; and if this is realized by all 
the members, then it seems certain that unity would be feas
ible. (Letter on behalf of Shoghi Effendi, in Unrestrained as 
the Wind, p. 140) -

She should certainly not grieve if she imds that her family 
are not receptive to the teachings-for not every soul is spir
itually enlightened. Indeed, many members of the families 
of the Prophets themselves have remained unconverted even 
in the face of the example and persuasion of the Manifesta
tion of God; therefore, the friends should not be distressed 
by such things but rather leave the future of those they love 
in the hand of God, and by their services and devotion to 
the Faith, win the right to plead for their ultimate spiritual 
re-birth. (Letter on behalf of Shoghi' Effendi, in Unre
strained as the Wind, pp. 140-41) 

The Great Being saith: The heaven of divine wisdom is il
lumined with the two luminaries of consultation and com
passion. Take ye counsel together in all matters, inasmuch 
as consultation is the lamp of guidance which leadeth the 
way, and is the bestower of understanding. (Baha'u'llab, 
quoted in Unrestrained as the Wind, p. 141) 

~------------------------------~~ 



____ .... ----------------------------~I 
Shoghi Effendi reminds us, "many 

. members of the families of the Proph
ets themselves have remained uncon
verted even in the face of the example 
and persuasion of the Manifestation of 
God .... " (Quoted in Unrestrained as 
the Wind, p. 141) 

There are many occasions every day 
in which we employ some aspect of the 
Faith to deal with life events. It some
times helps to call attention to what we 
are doing. In another way, we can be 
embarrassed by our weaknesses and 
our failure to live up to our Baha'i 
standards. Our families often see this 
first-hand. Often we desire to be "per
fect" Baha'is, but perfection, we 
should remember, is not within our ca
pacity. The efforts we put forth-liv
ing the life, obeying Baha'i laws, pray
ing each day, attending Feast, etc.
are behaviors we can point to as rep
resenting a source of power and 
strength. All of these practices need to 
be there; if they are weak and need im
provement, we must consider how to 
make the necessary changes. At the 
same time, we know that by "living the 
life" we draw the strength that we need 
and become irrm in the Covenant. 

Developing an individual teaching plan 
We often are more content with no 

activity than we are to develop a teach
ing plan. What can the individual do? 

• We can elevate teaching to its 
proper station in our life. In this day 
and age, teaching is the ultimate act of 
service to the Faith. We must have 
faith in Baha'u'llah to guide us in our 
work. 

• We can rely upon prayer as a 
source of support, comfort and 
strength. We can pray for our loved 
ones and other seekers and with them. 
Our prayers in the morning and at 
night can be for teaching. 

• We can show our loved ones the 
love that we derive from our Faith. 

• We can deepen our knowledge of 
the Faith. This knowledge of the teach
ings of Baha'u'llah will arm us with 
steadfastness, peace of mind and cer
titude. 

• We can invite our loved ones to 
share in our Baha'i life by inviting 
them to attend firesides with us, to at
tend Holy Day observances, deepen
ings, summer/winter schools, etc. 

• We can look inward for ways to 
improve ourselves and to share our 

progress with our loved ones. We may 
wish to ask them for their assessment 
and help. 

• We can develop a teaching plan for 
teaching our loved ones, and period
ically evaluate and modify that plan. 

• We can identify those things that 
may stand as impediments to their dec
laration. 

• We can accept their non-accep
tance. 

• We can periodically invite them to 
become Baha'is. 

• We can maintain a positive attitude 
about our teaching efforts with them. 
Never say "never," especially about 
whether or not a loved one will declare-. 
Too many of us have been proven 
wrong. 

• We can be happy in our teaching 
work and let our loved ones share and 
enjoy our happiness. 
The community teaching plan 

What can the Baha'i community do? 
It can pray for family members and 
consult about ways to teach loved 
ones. It can deepen on the three areas 
of teacher, loved one and family. It can 
provide the individual believers and 
their families with love and fellowship. 
We need to remember that the Faith is 

Australia 
Over the past four years Kylie Stark, 

a 22-year-old Baha'i nurse from New 
South Wales, has received a number of 
prestigious awards, among them the 
Jaycees' Outstanding Young Austral
ian of the Year award. 

This year she was a finalist for the 
Young Australian Woman of the Year 
award given by the Australia Bicen
tenary Commission. 

Offered the award, she withdrew in 
order to complete her year of service at 
the Baha'i World Centre and to carry 
out personal commitments in England 
and the United States. 

Ms. Stark is co-founder of CAN
TEEN (Teen-agers with Cancer), an 
Australia-wide organization of 600-
800 members with a branch in New 
Zealand which sets up peer support 
groups and trains youth who are in 
recovery with counseling skills they can 
use to help other cancer-inflicted 
youth. 

• 
"Celebration of a Dream," the sec-

not merely a series of meetings. It is a 
religion that encompasses all aspects of 
our lives including recreational activ
ities. 

The Baha'i community can foster a 
loving environment in which non-Ba
ha'i family members can be free to 
learn more about the Faith at their own 
pace. It can invite those loved ones 
who are receptive to take part in fIre
sides and deepenings. Eventually, they 
can be asked to take on responsibilities 
for firesides or deepenings, and we 
may even be so bold as to ask them to 
do more than reflect on their own ideas 
and challenge them to investigate what 
Baha'u'llah has said about topics they 
deem important. 

As there are no universal techniques 
for teaching, so there are no universal 
techniques for teaching loved ones. 
However, Baha'u'llah has given each 
of us all we need to teach. We each 
have unique talents, and should use 
them in our teaching work. Our love 
for our families is, I believe, where we 
should begin. In this brief essay I have 
presented a few ideas for your reflec
tion. Love your loved ones by teaching 
them about the Faith. And above all, 
be happy in your efforts! 

ond annual Baha'i Peace Festival of 
Western Australia, commemorating 
the 25th anniversary of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.'s "I have a dream" 
speech in Washington, D.C., was held 
August 28. 

Forty-five hundred people attended 
the festival which featured 56 stalls and 
displays on peace and a number of ex
cellent guest speakers including Cal 
Bruton, one of Australia's best-known 
basketball players; Jack Davis, an in
ternationally acclaimed Aboriginal 
playwright; Dr. Keith Suter, a peace 
activist from the Uniting Church; and 
June Williams, Western Australia's 
Equal Opportunity Commissioner. 

Each of the entertainers, exhibitors 
and speakers was given a copy of the 
peace statement with a letter of ap
preciation for taking part. 

Radio, television and newspaper 
publicity was extensive, and 27,000 
leaflets advertising the event were dis
tributed. 
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The world 

U.K. presents humanitarian awards 

To commemorate the 75th anniver
sary of 'Abdu'l-Baha's visit to Great 
Britain, the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the United Kingdom presented a 
series of awards for service to humani
ty. 

The award recipients were Bertha 
Bradley for her services to the women's 
movement; Dr. Edward Carpenter, 
former dean of Westminster Abbey, 
for his work in promoting religious 
unity; Archbishop Trevor Huddleston 
for his efforts to improve racial har
mony; and LIVE AID for its work in 
famine relief. 

Posthumous awards were given to 

Guyana 

Widmer, 
tional Spiritual Assembly of Guyana, 
welcomes the prime minister of Gu
yana, Hamilton Green (right), to a re
ception to launch a Baha'i medical pro
ject in that country. More than 200 
guests at the reception heard the prime 
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two renowned Baha'is: potter Bernard 
Leach for his contribution to art, and 
Richard St. Barbe Baker for his pio
neering work in the field of ecology. 

The awards ceremony was held last 
June 30 at St. John's Smith Square, 
Westminster, a spot visited by 'Abdu'l
Baha in 1912. 

In accepting his award, Archbishop 
Huddleston referred to the Baha'i 
Faith as being" ... profoundly signif
icant for our world, precisely because it 
stresses and deeply understands the 
reality of human oneness, of the move
ment toward one world, which, wheth
er people and nations like it or not, is 

\ 
! 

the Baha'i COl'7lnZUlllitV 

for its efforts. A 12-day visit by two 
BahO'l physicians from England was 
prearranged with the Ministry of 
Health and the National Spiritual As
sembly. 

the most significant movement of the 
day. . . . The Baha'i Faith is a wonder
ful example to the rest of the world and 
to other faiths of the primacy of this 
truth .... " 

• 
For the first time in the history of the 

British Parliament, permission has 
been given to speakers of faiths other 
than the Anglican Church to meet in 
the House of Commons and to present 
their views to both Houses. 

Hugh Adamson, secretary of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the United 
Kingdom, represented the Faith at such 
a meeting last July 13. He was invited 
by the International Consultancy on 
Religion, Education and Culture 
(ICOREC). 

Mr. Adamson and representatives 
from six other religious groups each 
gave a brief presentation of their 
faith's views to "an all-party conserva
tion group" of both Houses of Parlia
ment and the World Wide Fund for 
Nature. 

Each was asked to submit a state
ment of not more than 400 words out
lining activities or plans in regard to 
conservation, and the reasons for their 
faith's involvement in the movement. 

The text of those statements is to be 
reproduced in the Hansard and other 
U.K. parliamentary journals which are 
circulated to the Parliaments of Ca
nada, New Zealand, Australia, India 
and other "daughter Parliaments" of 
the United Kingdom. 

Hawaii 
Fifteen-year-old Meriah Hudson, a 

Baha'i from the Hawaiian Islands, has 
been chosen to receive a Rotary Inter
national Exchange Scholarship to Ma
chida-Naka, Japan, where she will live 
for one year as a "Youth Ambassador 
for Peace." 

________________________ ............... .-LI 
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United States 
Some of those who took part last June 
26-July 1 in the fifth annual East- West 
Peace Seminar, held at the Bosch Ba
ha'f School near Santa Cruz, Califor
nia, enjoy an opportunity to meet new 
friends and consult about peace-related 
issues. Seventy-five people from Fin
land, Sweden, the United States and 
USSR, 10 of whom are Baha'is, heard 
reports from national representatives 
and talked about strategiesfor building 
peace at national and local levels. After 
the intensive week-long seminar, three 
resolutions were drawn up and signed 
by the participants to be shared with 
government leaders. 

Macau 
The School of Nations, a private 

venture initiated by Baha'is in Macau 
in consultation with institutions of the 
Faith and believers who are experts in 
educational development, recently be-

Puerto Rico 
A series of public talks based on 

"Marriage: A Fortress for Well
Being" began recently at the Baha'i 
Center in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

The talks, presented by Dr. Nilda 
Keene, a psychiatrist, under the aus
pices of the Auxiliary Board, have 
drawn wide media support. Five radio 
stations have broadcast weekly an
nouncements about the project while 
one popular radio station invited Dr. 
Keene to take part in a two-hour "call
in" program over the course of several 
months. 

The public talks now include other 
topics and will continue to be offered 
for an indefinite time. 

• 
About 100 people attended a Baha'i 

Winter School last December 26-31 at 
the Amoz Gibson Training Centre for 
Baha'i Media in Arecibo, Puerto Rico. 

The Centre provided funding for the 
school out of proceeds from its work
shop in public speaking and media in
terviews which was held earlier that 
same month. 

gan operations, meeting the educa
tional needs of the community. 

The organizers underwent a long 
period of careful research and planning 
before developing a curriculum suited 
to the needs of the local community. 
They then acquired a facility and ob
tained a permanent license to operate a 
school. 

The school presently offers a day 
school for kindergarten and primary 
grade levels. The Centre for Contin
uing Education, a night school, offers 
courses in foreign languages (Canto
nese, English, Mandarin and Portu
guese), recreation (cooking, callig
raphy, painting, and various games) as 
well as vocational courses including ac
counting and business administration. 

In addition, special classes are held 
for individuals and groups who request 
them including classes in English for a 
group from the Macau Daily News, 
~acau's largest newspaper, and classes 
in Mandarin for a group from the In
ternational Women's Club of Macau. 

Plans for development include those 
for a computer training center; an in
house training program for factories, 
companies and other organizations; a 
School of Nations English Association 
with library facilities; an overseas col
lege admissions assistance program; 
and tutorial classes. 

r 

Burkina 
On June 24, for the first time in Bur

kina, the United Nations Information 
Office organized a round-table discus
sion devoted to disarmament, with the 
current session of the UN being devot
ed to that issue. 

The Baha'is were invited to attend 
the discussion with government repre
sentatives including the ambassadors 
from the U.S., USSR, France, China 
and Algeria. 

Also attending were members of 
other organizations working for peace, 
a former president of Burkina, rep
resentatives of the ministries of de
fense, foreign affairs, national edu
cation and interior, and members of 
the news media. 

The Baha'is were able to share their 
approach to peace-making and prob
lem-solving and to present copies of 
the peace statement to those who asked 
for them. 

The event was covered on national 
radio and television. 

• 
Baha'is in the mining city of Poura, 

250 km (155 miles) southwest of Oua
gadougou, the capital of Burkina, have 
been given permission to broadcast Ba
ha'i programs on local radio. 

The station, part of a national net
work, allocates 45 minutes each week 
to the Christian and Muslim communi
ties as well as to the Baha'is. 
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Honduras 
"Project Bayan," an ambitious 

medical project initiated by two fam
ilies of Baha'i pioneers, is flourishing 
in Palacios, a village in the Honduran 
Mosquitia, one of the country's most 
remote areas. 

The Sabripour and Smith families 
were inspired by the call of the Univer
sal House of Justice for Baha'is to be-

come more involved in social and eco
nomic development. 

Houshang Sabri pour , a physician 
who had been pioneering in Honduras 
with his family since 1976, and Barry 
Smith, a pioneer with his family since 
1980 who was employed by the United 
States Agency for International Devel
opment, got together early in 1985 to 

Baba'i International Community 

Dr. Ethel Martens, a representative of 
the Baha'I International 'Community, 
looks over the BIC exhibit on primary 
health care at the 41st World Health 
Assembly held last May in Geneva, 

Relations between the Baha'i Inter
national Community and the World 
Health Organization (WHO) moved 
significantly forward last May with the 
participation of two Baha'i delegates at 
the 41st World Health Assembly in 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

Since 1985, UN non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) have been in
vited to attend the World Health As
sembly, but only those having official 
status with WHO are invited to con
tribute to the deliberations. 

This year, for the first time, the BIC 
was invited to take part in the dis
cussions. 

The Baha'i delegates, Dr. Ethel 
Martens and Giovanni Ballerio, were 
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Switzerland. The Bahd'ls were invited 
to provide the display which shows the 
worldwide involvement of Bahd'ls in 
primary health care. 

also asked to present a visual display of 
the involvement of Baha'is in primary 
health care around the world. The dis
play was exhibited for an entire week. 

"Health for All by the Year 2000" is 
WHO's long-range goal. The focus is 
on the use of preventive rather than 
curative medicine, and on health care 
that will enable people to live socially 
and economically productive lives. 

One aspect of this approach involves 
the training of village and community 
health workers and educators. 

As a result of her participation in the 
conference, Dr. Martens was invited to 
take part in a meeting in August that 
was to decide the future role of NGOs 
in the World Health Organization. 

plan the Bayan Project. 
Palacios, 50 miles from the nearest 

road, has no government services such 
as electricity, water, communications 
or mail. It is inhabited by Miskito and 
Garifuna Indians. At the time of the 
Smiths' first visit, the community of 
about 7,000 had no direct access to 
health care, no doctors, and hospital 
facilities that were accessible only by 
plane and only two days per week. 

Mass enrollment in the Faith had 
taken place, but the remoteness of the 
area prevented any regular consolida
tion efforts. 

In late 1985 the Sabri pour family 
bought seven acres of land on which to 
build a home. Construction of a four
bed hospital was begun in 1986. 

After moving to Palacios, Dr. Sabri
pour's growing reputation as a doctor 
who could be trusted laid a firm foun
dation for the further development of 
the project. 

The Spiritual Assembly of Palacios 
began to function, and the family be
gan to make regular visits to neighbor
ing communities. 

In late 1987 Mr. Smith joined the 
other members of his family. who had 
moved to Palacios the year before; the 
hospital was then opened, and Project 
Bayan moved into high gear. 

Sponsorships and donations greatly 
aided the project during its early 
stages, but it is now self-supporting. 

The friends are now considering 
opening a clinic two days per week in 
Cocobila, a Miskito Indian village 
about two and one-half hours away, 
since many of their patients are from 
that area. 

Since 1987, two youth have com
pleted periods of service at the hos
pital. 

Colombia 
About 100 people attended a public 

forum last June 4 on "Women: Equal
ity, Development and Peace" which 
was organized by the Baha'is of Buca
ramanga, Colombia. 

The event, held at the Chicamocha 
Hotel, included a panel of well-known 
speakers including Maria Eugenia 
Mantilla de Martinez, who last year 
received Colombia's "Woman of the 
Year" award. 



a 

Canada 
A nationwide peace-promoting road 

show, "Let It Be This Generation," 
performed by a troupe of Baha'i youth 
in Canada, ended last June 23 after 
winning the hearts of young people in 
high schools, colleges, universities and 
community centers across the country. 

The group gave 150 performances 
including 63 in high schools, seven in 
junior highs and six in elementary 
schools. They estimate that about 
12,000 people have seen the show, not 
including those who saw them on tele
vision. 

The show, based on the inevitability 
of peace and the steps needed to attain 
it, communicates those ideas through 
dance, slide shows, music and drama. 

While on tour, the youth troupe gave 
away between 6,000 and 8,000 copies 
of the peace statement. 

The show was praised by school 
counselors, teachers and principals, 
and the youth were described as "en
ergetic, intelligent and committed to 
the cause of peace." 

• 
Rainbow Reforestation, a company 

begun in 1984 in Dryden, Ontario, by 
two Baha'i students, Laurie Fernandez 
and Anne Marie Kulhberg, was given 
the Minister's Award for Outstanding 
Achievement at a ceremony held last 
March in Toronto. 

In the summer of 1987, l.57 million 
trees were planted by their company in 
four months. 

Sri Lanka 
A series of dental camps held last 

May 28-June 5 in the Kandy, Kegalle 
and Nuwara Eliya districts of Sri 
Lanka was not only successful in serv
ing the needy in those areas but also in 
regenerating activity and confidence 
within the local Baha'i communities: 

The project was a joint venture of 
the Office of Social and Economic De
velopment of the Baha'is of Sri Lanka 
and a Baha'i medical and dental team 
which consisted of a dental surgeon, a 
nurse and volunteer aide. 

Local officials were cooperative, su
perintendents offered their dispensa
ries for use by the team, local Baha'is 
arose to offer their help, and more 
than 1,000 adults, youth and children 
were treated. 

Botswana 

Pictured during a recent meeting are 
Counsellor Lucrecia Mancho Warren 
of Botswana (center) and Auxiliary 

Youth working on the "Star '88" 
project in Botswana are bringing the 
Faith to many areas of southern Africa 
as a result of a comprehensive orienta~ 
tion program which acquainted them 
with aspects of traditional African 
culture and gave them an opportunity 
to listen to the advice of experienced 
Baha'{ teachers. 

During the last phase of their orien
tation the youth were sent out to field 
test their new skills. In Dimaje, in 
northeastern Botswana, nearly the en
tire village turned out to see a slide 
presentation given by the youth. On 
the following day, 45 adults and many 
children embraced the Faith. 

Following the orientation, the young 
people traveled to neighboring coun
tries such as Lesotho and Zambia to 
begin the project. 

In September, the project, now in 
full swing, was reinforced by the Star 
'88 Conference, conducted by the 
youth and attended by 130 young peo
ple from 18 countries. 

They welcomed the participation of 
Counsellors Lucretia Mancho Warren 
and Roddy Lutchmaya, members of 
the Auxiliary Board, and a visitor from 
the Baha'i World Centre. 

• 
A scroll expresssing appreciation to 

the government of Botswana for its 
support of human rights was presented 

:m 

Board members Thozi Nomvete (left) 
and Giti Roohani. 

last July 22 in a ceremony at the Baha'i 
National Center . 

Among the many dignitaries attend
ing were the ambassadors from China 
and Nigeria and members of the diplo
matic corps from Germany and the 
United States. 

After the ceremony, several people 
asked for copies of the scroll, and the 
UN representative invited the Baha'is 
to co-sponsor this year's national UN 
Day observance. 

The ceremony was covered the fol
lowing day on Radio Botswana. 

Portugal 
The first Iberian Baha'i Youth Con

ference was held last August 3-4 in Lis
bon, Portugal. Attending were more 
than 120 youth, children and adults 
from nine European countries. 

David Hofman, a former member of 
the Universal House of Justice, took 
part in the conference, as did Coun
sellor Leo Niederreiter, Mrs. Nieder
reiter, and Sean Hinton, a youth from 
the United Kingdom. Members of the 
National Spiritual Assemblies of Spain 
and Portugal also attended. 

The closing performance by "EI 
Viento Canta," a touring musical 
group, celebrated the great success of . 
the conference. 
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Iran 

This painting, rendered by a Baha'i 
who is a prisoner in Yazd, Iran, depicts 
nine trees which have been felled, each 
representing a martyr of Yazd, seven 
during 1980 and two in 1984. The artist 
explains, 'The earth is covered with 
snow. Thousands of tiny trees are 

The Gambia 
The Mobile Institute Team, made up 

of three traveling teachers from Ghana 
and The Gambia, recently spent several 
months trekking through The Gambia 
under the guidance of that country's 
National Spiritual Assembly. 

Every month the National Assembly 
presented the team a plan of action, 
detailing the villages to be visited and 
the goals to be accomplished. 

The team followed tile schedule, 
keeping a detailed account of activities 
and identifying "key believers" in each 
locality. 

Activities included deepenings, fire
sides, slide presentations, mini-insti
tutes, classes for women and children, 
and help in the election at Ric;lvan of 
local Spiritual Assemblies. 

Sikkim 
Thirty people have recently em

braced the Faith in Machong, East Sik
kim, fulfilling a goal of 25 new Baha'is 
promised by the local Spiritual Assem
bly during that country's most recent 
National Convention. 
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growing out of the larger roots. In 
some areas the snow is melting to water 
the new trees. The snow is a sign of 
hardship and calamities. "Verily God 
hath made adversity as a morning dew 
upon His green pasture. " , 

India 

Well-planned teaching campaigns in 
India's southern states of Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu last 
July and August brought hundreds of 
people into the Faith. 

In Karnataka, an ongoing campaign 
named in honor of the late Hand of the 
Cause of God Rahmatu'llah Muhahir, 
is also consolidating the district cap
ital's local Spiritual Assembly in Tum
kur as the Assembly assumes a greater 
role in teaching and deepening. 

The campaign has won the support 
of the District Assistant Commissioner 
and the chairman of the town munici
pality, generated wide media coverage, 
and enabled more than 300 people 
from colleges, hostels and offices to 
embrace the Faith. 

One newspaper has agreed to publish 
"Baha'i Views" as a regular feature 
every Saturday. 

In addition, a dental project in 
Tumkur has drawn considerable atten
tion to the Faith from media and pub
lic and is being extended to nearby 
villages on request. 

·. r r 

Malawi 

Seven Baha'is in Malawi recently 
organized, on their own initiative, a 
"big walk" for teaching. 

They laid out a 90-km (60-mile) 
route from Lilongwe to Mchinji, to be 
covered in three days of walking, and 
set a conference in Mchinji at the end. 

The endeavor was named the "Mulla 
Husayn Walk," as much of the ma
terial shared by the walkers was taken 
from a book of stories about Mulla 
Husayn. 

The walkers counted the trip a suc
cess, saying that within three days, in
formation about Baha'u'llah had been 
presented to more than 40 villages. 

Virgin Islands 
The BaM'i community of St. Tho

mas, Virgin Islands, recently held a 
memorial service to honor the Baha'is 
martyred in Iran since 1978. 

A large ad listing the names of the 
martyrs was placed in the S1. Thomas 
Daily News, informing the public of 
the event and inviting their participa
tion. 

In the Nilgiris plateau region of 
Tamil Nadu, an ongoing campaign be
gun last July 25 has so far enrolled 
more than 1,000 people from all strata 
of society, and more than 400 Assem
bly-based projects are now in opera
tion. 

In Andhra Pradesh, Nizamabad was. 
opened to the Faith when 40 people 
declared, and the community's flfSt 
local Spiritual Assembly was formed. 

• 
Despite the intense summer heat, 

213 782 visitors came last June to the 
Baha'i House of Worship in New 
Delhi, India. 

One of the groups was a ~tan~ 
VII class from a public school m ~. 
The ·students were given a set o~~ 

fWUI_ questions about the House 0 

to answer. 
They pursued their ~k dili-:::; 

asking the staff many difficull 'd ..• 
tions while parents who aCCOUll 
them bought Baha'i literatuJ"C 10 

more information. 



£ 

Kenya 

Auxiliary Board member Dr. Chowghi 
Rouhani and his wife, A mal, recently 
visited Bahd'is in Malava, West Kenya, 
as part of nationwide project to en
courage the friends to learn about and 
contribute to the fund for building the 
Arc on Mount Carmel. The campaign, 
launched by Dr. and Afrs. Rouhani 
under the guidance of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Kenya, involves 
extensive traveling to local communi
ties in West Kenya where slide shows 
are presented and deepenings given to 
the friends. 

Bahd,( children in Kenya take part in a 
project to learn about and contribute 

Australia 
About 2,000 people attended a multi

cultural festival presented last June 6 
by the Baha'is of Stirling. Western 
Australia, which brought together 
many of the ethnic communities in the 
area for the country's bicentennial. 

The day-long event included stalls 
and displays by various groups, an art 
exhibit, a selection of food from a 
number of countries, children's activ
ities and entertainment including a 
concert. 

At the concert, the audience was wel
comed by the mayor of Stirling who 
presented prizes for the school art com
petition held during the festival. 

-

to the fund for raising the Arc on 
lV/ount Carmel. 

Ghana 
A recent teaching campaign in 

Nzema Land, Ghana, has led to the 
formation of five local Spiritual As
semblies and the opening of 18 com
munities to the Faith. There are now II 
Assemblies in that region. 

Although access to villages is ex
tremely difficult, especially during the 
rainy season, this did not prevent a 
group of 30 dedicated Baha'is from 
taking part in the campaign. 

A visit by members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly and National 
Teaching Committee greatly encourag
ed the teachers. 

Sixty-seven people took part last 
February in a National Women's Con
ference at the Baha'i Center in Naku
ru, Kenya. 

The program, which was opened by 
Counsellor Peter Vuyiya, included 
talks on family development and a 
number of practical topics related to 
local needs. 

Participants also enjoyed craft 
workshops, traditional dances, and 
songs about Baha'u'llah, 'Abdu'l
Baha and Shoghi Effendi. 

The success of the conference led to 
the planning of a series of regional 
women's conferences in Kenya. 

Mariana Islands 
A teaching campaign launched last 

July in Saipan, Mariana Islands, in re
sponse to the RiQvan message from the 
Universal House of Justice has led to 
the enrollment of almost 50 new Ba
ha'is. 

Its success to date is attributed in 
part to the enthusiasm shown by these 
new believers and to their determina
tion to teach. 

Two of the new Baha'is gave a fire
side later in July, conducting the 
meeting as though they had been doing 
it for years. Five more people accepted 
the Faith that evening. 

Two days later, the new believers 
gave a party to meet the rest of Sai
pan's Baha'i community. Seventy-five 
people including 40 non-Baha'is at
tended the party, which was so success
ful that it was repeated the following 
evening, when 12 more new believers 
were enrolled. 
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FULLY ONE YEAR SINCE ACCEPTANCE BAHA'I FAITH INTO NETWORK ON CONSERVA. 
TION AND RELIGION WORLD WIDE FUND FOR NATURE. WE ARE IMMENSELY PLEASED 
TO ANNOUNCE OUTSTANDING SUCCESS FUND·RAISING BANOUET AND RECEPTION 
ON 26 OCTOBER IN LONDON CO·SPONSORED BY WORLD WIDE FUND FOR NATURE 
AND BAHA'I INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. HELD AT SYON HOUSF., ANCESTRAL 
HOME OF DUKES OF NORTHUMBERLAND, EVENT LAUNCHED 'ARTS AND NIlTURE' 
PROGRAM CONCEIVED BY HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS DRINCE PHILIP. DUKE OF EDIN· 
BURGH, AS MEANS OF DRAWING ON VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS TO PHIST 
PUBLIC SUPPORT OF CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL NEEDS AROUND WORLD. 
AMATU'L·BAHA RUHIYYIH KHANUM. REPRESENTING BAHA'I INTERNATIONAL COM· 
MUNITY, GAVE CAPTIVATING BRIEF ADDRESS IN WHICH SHE APPEALED TO HER DIS· 
TINGUISHED HEARERS TO JOIN IN COMMON EFFORT TO CONSERVE NATURE. IN HIS 
SUBSEQUENT SPEECH. PRINCE PHILIP REr; ERRE"D REnF/HEDL Y TO POINTS Sf-IE HAD 
MADE. 
ATTRACTING SOME MOST INFLUENTIAL FIGURES IN BRITISH SOCIAL AND PUBLIC 
LIFE AMONG ITS 200 GUESTS, EVENT BROUGHT TOGETHER NUMBER OF LEADING EU
ROPEAN ARTISTS IN PERFORMANCES ON THE~E 'ART .. 6,ND NATURE,' WHICH WAS 
FURTHER HIGHLIGHTED BY DISPLAY AT SYON HOUSE OF WORKS OF ART FROM 
ROYAL COLLECTION WHICH HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN I-!AD LOANED FOR THE EVEN· 
ING. 
OUR SPIRITS STIRRED BY POWERFUL INDICATIONS THUS G!VEN OF GREAT POTEN· 
TIALITIES FOR SERVICE WHICH BAHA'I COMMUNITY WORLDWIDE CAN AND MUST 
RENDER IN MAKING ITS DISTINCTIVE CONTRIBUTIONS TO CONSERVATION AND EN 
RICHMENT PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT OUR BOI'NTI·UlLY ENDOWED PLANET. 
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United States 

'Trustworthy, reliable' Borrah Kavelin 

HEARTS LADEN WITH SORROW OVER LOSS TO BAHA'i WORLD OUR 
DEARLY-LOVED FORMER COLLEAGUE H. BORRAH KAVELIN OUT
STANDING SERVANT CAUSE BAH..\·U'LLAH. INDOMITABLE FAITH, 
RIGOROUS CONSCIENTIOUSNESS, IRREPRESSIBLE OPTIMISM, UN
FAILING RELIABILITY, UNBLEMISHED TRUSTWORTHINESS AMONG 
BRILLIANT QUALITIES WHICH SHO~E THROUGH HIS NEARL Y HALF 
CENTURY MONUMENTAL SERVICES TO CAUSE HE CONSTANTLY 
PROMOTED AND DEFENDED TO LAST DAYS HIS DISTINGUISHED 
LIFE. HIS EXTENSIVE INVOLVEMENT BAHA'i ADMINISTRATIVE AF
FAIRS BEGAN IN 1941 WITH HIS NINE YEARS ON LOCAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY NEW YORK AND INCLUDED 13 YEARS ON NATIONAL 
SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY UNITED STATES, TWO YEARS ON INTERNA
TIONAL BAHA'i COUNCIL FOLLOWED BY QUARTER CENTURY MEM
BERSHIP ON UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE. HIS MANIFOLD SER
VICES ESPECIALLY MARKED BY HIS DILIGENT ENDEAVORS TO AS
SIST DEVELOPMENT EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AGENCIES BAHA'i INTER
NATIONAL COMMUNITY, HIS DEFTNESS FOR DIGNIFIED PROMO
TION FINANCIAL INTERESTS FAITH, HIS LUSTROUS RECORD IN 
CONNECTION ACQUISITION IMPORTANT PROPERTIES INCLUDING 
MANSION ~IAZRA'IH AND HOUSE ':\BDU'LLAH PASHA. 
OFFERING ARDENT SUPPLICATIONS HOLY THRESHOLD THAT HIS 
NOBLE SOUL MAYBE RICHL Y REWARDED ABHA KINGDOM AND 
THAT BLESSED BEAUTY MA Y SURROUND HIS BELOVED WIFE FLORE 
AND DEAR CHILDREN WITH DIVINE MERCY AND ASSISTANCE. 
ADVISE HOLD MEMORIAL GATHERI.'IGS IN HIS HONOR ALL HOUSES 
OF WORSHIP AND THROUGHOUT BAHA'i COMMUNITY. 

H. Borrah Kavelin, who crowned 
nearly half a century of devoted service 
to tbe Cause of God with membership 
on the Universal House of Justice from 
its inception in 1963 until his retire
ment early this year, died December IS 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

Mr. Kavelin had returned to the C.S. 
in October to take part with David 
Hofman, another former member of 
the House of Justice. in the 12 "Vision 
to Victory" conferences called for by 
the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly 
to launch a two-year period of commit
ment and sacrifice on the part of the 
American Baha'i community. 

After speaking at the conference 
November 4-6 in Danvers, Massachu
setts, Mr. Kavelin traveled to Chatta-

• 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
DECEMBER 19, 1988 

nooga, Tennessee, site of the second 
conference, but was taken ill and rush
ed to a hospital before that event got 
under way. 

Although unable to leave his hos
pital bed. he insisted on video taping a 
brief address which was shown to those 
at the conference in Chattanooga and, 
the following weekend, at the North
west conference in Seattle, Washing
ron. 

Mr. Kavelin remained gravely ill, but 
was allowed to leave the hospital and 
return to his home in Albuquerque. 

Howard Borrah Kavelin became a 
Baha'i in New York City in 1941 and 
served on the U.S. National Spiritual 
Assembly from 1950-63 and from 

H. BORRAH KA VEL IN 

1961-63 on the International Baha'i 
Council, the forerunner of the Uni
versal House of Justice . 

He was chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly from 1958-63. 

As a businessman, Mr. Kavelin was 
executive vice-president of Durand 
Taylor Company, a nationally known 
commercial real estate and manage
ment organization in New York. 

He was involved in the sale of a 
number of :"iew York landmarks in
cluding Ebbetts Field, once the home 
of baseball's Brooklyn (now Los An
geles) Dodgers. 

In 1952. he was given an award by 
the New York Title Company for the 
most ingenious commercial real estate 
transaction of that year. 

While in New York, Mr. Kavelin 
served for nine years on the city's local 
Spiritual Assembly including several as 
its chairman. 
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United States 

Edna M. True: 1888-1988 

Edna M. True, whose matchless ser
vices to the Cause of God in North 
America and Europe spanned nearly a 
century, died peacefully in her sleep 
December 9 in Wilmette, Illinois, close 
to the Mother Temple of the West that 
was so dear to her heart. 

Upon learning of Miss True's pass
ing some four months after her l00th 
birthday, the Universal House of Jus
tice cabled: 

"Her long period outstanding c!edi
cated services Cause, especially illu
mined by her attainment presence be
loved Master and personal acquain
tance Shoghi Effendi, comprised wide 
range historically significant contribu
tions as stalwart pillar American Ba
ha'i community during critical decades 
its early administrative development 
and as single-minded, energetic, re
sourceful promoter European Baha'i 
community whose rise after second 
World War is forever linked with her 
extensive activities for 17 years behalf 
European Teaching Committee. 

"Her 22 years on National Spiritual 
Assembly United States as its recording 
secretary indicate how intimate was her 
involvement in shaping Baha'i com
munity that country. 

"Her memorable membership Con
tinental Board of Counselors North 
America and Trusteeship Continental 
Fund crowned century-long, exem
plary life wholly worthy her illustrious 
Baha'i heritage." 

Miss True, who was born July 29, 
1888, in Grand Rapids, Michigan, liv
ed most of her life in the Chicago area 
including the last 59 years in Wilmette. 

She was a daughter of the Hand of 
the Cause of God Corinne Knight True 
whose valiant work from 1909-25 as fi
nancial secretary of Baha'i Temple 
Unity was instrumental in building the 
House of Worship in Wilmette. 

Corinne True died April 3, 1961, on-
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EDNA M. TRUE 

ly seven months short of her l00th 
birthday. 

Edna True was formally enrolled in 
the Faith as a 15-year-old in 1903, the 
same year in which Orville and Wilbur 
Wright flew the first heavier-than-air 
plane at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. 

Six years later she was graduated 
from Smith College in Northampton, 
Massachusetts, where she had excelled 
in academics and sports and captained 
the basketball team. 

She was a young woman of 23 in 
1912 when 'Abdu'l-Baha visited Chi
cago and laid the cornerstone for the 
House of Worship in a ceremony on 
May 1 of that year. 

Like her mother, Miss True became 
intimately involved in the completion 
of that magnificent edifice, serving on 
its construction committee from 

1947-53, lending her expertise to in
terior design, and helping to plan its 
formal dedication in 1953. 

During World War I Miss True was 
a part of the Smith College Relief Unit 
in France, ministering to the needs of 
U.S. servicemen overseas. 

From 1940-46 she was a member of 
the Baha'i Inter-America Committee, 
serving as its chairman in 1941-42 and 
secretary in 1945-46. 

Harry Truman was president in 1946 
when ~iss True was elected to mem
bership on the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of the United 
States. She served as recording secre
tary for the next 22 years. 

Meanwhile, she served as chairman 
of the European Teaching Committee 
for the entire span of its existence 
(1946-64), putting her organizational 
skills to work to help form local Spir
itual Assemblies and, later, National 
Spiritual Assemblies in 11 European 
countries. 

Professionally, Miss True was the 
founder and manager of North Shore 
Travel Service in Evanston, a position 
whose many contacts overseas helped 
greatly in her work with the European 
Teaching Committee. 

In 1968, now 80 years old, Miss True 
was named by the Universal House of 
Justice as a member of the Continental 
Board of Counsellors for the Amer
icas. 

She served with distinction as a 
Counsellor and Trustee of the Con
tinental Fund until 1981 when advanc
ing years (she was then 93) forced her 
to reduce her activities. 

Miss True remained an active mem
ber of the Wilmette Baha'i community 
almost to her last year, regularly at
tending Feasts and other gatherings 
with her longtime friend and compan
ion, Thelma Jackson. 

In 1986, Miss True and Miss Jackson 

s 



made a pilgrimage to the W orId Centre 
in Haifa, Israel, where they visited the 
Holy Shrines and were entertained by 
members of the Universal House of 
Justice. 

On her 99th birthday in July 1987, 
the National Spiritual Assembly pre
sented Miss True a scroll recognizing 
her many years of service to the U.S. 
Baha'i community. 

From the National Teaching Com
mittee, she received a framed copy of 
the commemorative print honoring the 
75th anniversary of 'Abdu'l-Bahci's 
visit to North America. 

In return, she presented to 19 young 
volunteers at the National Center 
copies of The Dawning Place, Bruce 
Whitmore's book about the building of 
the Mother Temple of the West. 

Funeral services for Miss True were 
held December 15 with burial in the 
True family plot at Chicago's Oak
woods Cemetery. 

The first of the memorial services in 
her honor was held two days later dur
ing the "Vision to Victory" conference 
in Chicago. Among those paying trib
ute to her exemplary life of service 
were David Hofman, a former member 
of the Universal House of Justice; Dr. 
Wilma Ellis, director-general of the 
Baha'i International Community; and 
Judge Dorothy W. Nelson, chairman 
of the National Spiritual Assembly. 

Also presented was a brief audio
visual retrospective of ~liss True's life 
and 'services to the Cause of God. 

MAGNITUDE LOSS DEARLY-LOVED, STEADFAST, DEVOTED, 
HIGHLY RESPECTED MAIDSERVANT BAHA'u'LLAH EDNA M. 
TRUE PROFOUNDLY FELT. RECALL WITH DEEP APPRECIATION 
RADIANT, DIGNIFIED COUNTENANCE OF ONE WHOSE EVENT
FUL LIFE SPANNED MORE THAN THREE DECADES HEROIC AGE 
AND SIXTY-SEVEN YEARS FORMATIVE AGE. HER LONG PERIOD 
OUTSTANDING DEDICATED SERVICES CAUSE, ESPECIALLY IL
LUMINED BY HER ATTAINMENT PRESENCE BELOVED MASTER 
AND PERSONAL ACQUAINTANCE SHOGHI EFFENDI, COMPRIS
ED WIDE RANGE HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBU
TIONS AS STALWART PILLAR AMERICAN BAHA'f COMMUNITY 
DURING CRITICAL DECADES ITS EARL Y ADMINISTRATIVE DE
VELOPMENT AND AS SINGLE-MINDED, ENERGETIC, RE
SOURCEFUL PROMOTER EUROPEAN BAHA'f COMMUNITY 
WHOSE RISE AFTER SECOND WORLD WAR IS FOREVER LINKED 
WITH HER EXTENSIVE ACTIVITIES FOR 17 YEARS BEHALF EU
ROPEAN TEACHING COMMITTEE. HER 22 YEARS ON NATIONAL 
SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY UNITED STATES AS ITS RECORDING SEC
RETARY INDICATE HOW INTIMATE WAS HER INVOL VEMENT IN 
SHAPING BAHA'f COMMUNITY THAT COUNTRY. HER MEMO
RABLE MEMBERSHIP CONTINENTAL BOARD COUNSELLORS 
NORTH AMERICA AND TRUSTEESHIP CONTINENTAL FUND 
CROWNED CENTURY-LONG, EXEMPLARY LIFE WHOLLY WOR
THY HER ILLUSTRIOUS BAHA'f HERITAGE. 
PRA YING FERVENTLY HOLY SHRINES HER LUMINOUS SOUL 
MAY BE ACCORDED JOYFUL REUNION HER DISTINGUISHED 
MOTHER ABHA KINGDOM AND MAY EVER PROGRESS 
THROUGHOUT DIVINE WORLDS. 
EXTEND HEARTFELT SYMPATHY HER RELATIVES. ADVISE 
HOLD MEMORIAL GATHERINGS IN HER HONOR AT MOTHER 
TEMPLE WEST AND IN LOCAL COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT 
UNITED STATES. ALSO ADVISING OTHER COMMUNITIES 
NORTH AMERICA AND EUROPE HOLD SIMILAR GATHERINGS. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
DECEMBER 12, 1988 

DEEPLY SHARE SENSE LOSS WITH NORTH AMERICAN BAHA'i 
COMMUNITY PASSING EDNA TRUE LAST VALIANT MEMBER 
OLDER GENERATION TRUE FAMILY, WHOSE DEVOTION AND 
SERVICES TO 'ABDU'L-BAHA CENTER COVENANT AND LATER 
HIS SUCCESSOR SHOGHI EFFENDI THE GUARDIAN MARK THEM 
AS ONE OF THE MOST DISTINGUISHED BAHA'i FAMILIES OF 
THE WEST DURING FORMATIVE AGE FAITH. ARDENTLY HOPE 
YOUNGER GENERATION BELIEVERS WILL PAY BEFITTING 
TRIBUTE MEMORY THIS OUTSTANDING, EXEMPLARY SER
V ANT AND ARISE AS NEVER BEFORE TO SPREAD THE CAUSE OF 
GOD AMONG THE MASSES OF EVERY COLOR, RACE AND BACK
GROUND IN THE UNITED STATES AS A WORTHY REMEMBRANCE 
THIS WONDERFUL SOUL. 

RcJH!YYIH 
DECEMBER 12,1988 
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Special report 

Basic Baba'i education activities 

A Survey of Basic Education Activities 
in Selected Baha'i Communities 
1. Introduction 

Education of the individual and of 
society is a primary focus of Baha'i ac
tivity. Baha'i beliefs impel each indiv
idual to strive to develop his or her own 
capacities and to participate actively in 
the development of the community; 
and Baha'i law requires the community 
to provide means for the development 
of its people. These commonly held 
values and goals create in communities 
an ideal environment for fostering edu
cation. Since their formation in the 
mid-19th century, Baha'i communities 
have encouraged individual and social 
development, leading not only to high 
rates of literacy among individuals, but 
also to significant improvements in all 
aspects of community life. 

The Baha'is of Iran, for example, 
began informal schooling in the 1880s, 
when compulsory education was only 
beginning to be accepted in the West, 
and over the next 50 years built a net
work of more than 40 schools for girls 
and boys, some of which were the first 
modern educational institutions in that 
country. This community had achieved 
near total literacy within its ranks by 
the early 1950s, through a campaign 
that placed special emphasis on women 
and those in rural areas. 

This same drive for self-improve
ment and the well-being of the com
munity is evident in the more than 
20,000 Baha'i communities now estab
lished around the world. These local 

This report, "A Survey of Basic· 
Education Activities in Selected Baha'i 
Communities," was prepared at the 
Baha'i World Centre to help the 
United Nations Office of the Baha'I In
ternational Community in its work 
with the UN Education, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 
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communities are systematically extend
ing their capacity to support the educa
tional aspirations of the people they 
serve, both Baha'is and those of other 
beliefs. Furthermore, national and re
gional organizations in 148 nations and 
independent territories facilitate the ef
forts of local institutions to move 
themselves and their communities for
ward and contribute to the unfoldment 
of a global civilization based on the 
fundamental principle of the unity of 
the human race. 

2. Promotion of education by the local 
Baha'I community 

The educational activities of the lo
cal Baha'i communities may be exam
ined in terms of four interrelated sets 
of goals and methodologies. 
2.1 Creating and sustaining a literate 
environment 

With the help of regional and na
tional institutions, local communities 
endeavor to create a literate environ
ment by encouraging their members to 
read daily as an individual spiritual dis
cipline, to deepen their knowledge and 
understanding of various topics of 
study, and to consider the promotion 
of knowledge and education a personal 
obligation. By now, reading materials 
have been produced in many languages 
. and this endeavor continues to be pur
sued energetically. 

The Baha'i system of community or
ganization stimulates a desire to learn. 
Each member participates in regular 
meetings of the community, assists in 
planning and implementing its pro
grams, and elects and may serve on its 
governing council. The knowledge that 
they bear a collective responsibility for 
the welfare of the community moti
vates all members to acquire and im
prove their literacy skills. Some newly 
elected Baha'{ councils whose members 
may initially be illiterate arrange liter-

acy and study classes for themselves 
and their communities. This pattern, 
established in Iran almost 100 years 
ago, continues today in the communi
ties of the developing world. 

Baha'i councils enable people to 
educate themselves. Presently, more 
than 10,000 locally initiated classes are 
conducted under the auspices of such 
councils. These democratically elected 
institutions strive to consult fairly, to 
create unity, and to demonstrate a 
spirit of service. They are responsible 
for arranging classes for children, 
youth and adults, irrespective of class, 
caste, race or religion. Special efforts 
are made to provide educational op
portunities for women, and the educa
tion of girls has been a priority since 
the first girls' schools were opened in 
Iran at the turn of the century. 
2.2. Moral and spiritual education of 
children 

The provision of moral and spiritual 
education for children is a primary fo
cus of Baha'i activity in basic educa
tion, as the inculcation of good char
acter is considered to be fundamental 
to social progress and individual suc
cess. In 1986, 4,295 children's classes 
were reported in 165 countries and in
dependent territories; many of these 
classes were joint efforts by several 10-
cal Baha'i councils. 

National programs of teacher train
ing and curriculum development help 
local councils to provide moral educa
tion. An international network dis
tributes children's class curricula 
across nations and continents. Between 
1979 and 1986, 525 institutes for train
ing teachers of children's classes were 
held in 77 countries. To help promote 
the education of children, 209 seminars 
on this subject were held in 47 coun
tries during the same seven-year per
iod. 

The publication of literature for chil-
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dren is another assistance to local Ba
ha'i councils in their efforts for child
ren. Since 1979,226 books for children 
in 36 languages including Maori, Kin
yarwanda, Icelandic and Acholi have 
been published. 

2.3 Community learning centers 
The establishment of a community 

learning center represents the next level 
of involvement in education. A learn
ing center is an effort by the communi
ty to meet its own educational needs 
using its own resources. It provides 
basic education, often to a population 
not served by official schools. 

Some community learning centers 
concentrate on pre-school education to 
create a foundation for success in pri
mary school, and some are one-room, 
one-teacher primary schools. Adult 
literacy is part of the curriculum of at 
least one-quarter of all learning cen
ters. Crafts are also taught and guid
ance to schoolchildren is included in 
the activities of quite a few. These dif
ferent types of learning centers are now 
operating in 573 Baha'i communities. 
There are 164 in Africa, 70 in the 
Americas, 330 in Asia, and 9 in the Pa
cific. More than 20,000 people take 
part in their programs. 

It can be said that the majority of the 
learning centers are self-reliant, com
munity-based institutions, although 
they receive some level of support from 
regional or national institutions. In 
some countries the teachers are volun
teers; in others, they receive modest re
muneration from funds raised through 
communal farm work, through school 
fees, or from scholarships. Learning 
centers are the product of a long pro
cess of community development. The 
real resources which create them are 
the people's confidence in their own 
capacity, their vision of their role in the 
upliftment of society, and their ability 
to consult and carry out decisions to
gether. These qualities give the com
munity learning centers a general con
tinuity that is often lacking in grass
roots endeavors. 

2.4 Formal schools 
At yet another level, a number of 

communities gradually establish for
mal schools that grow in size according 
to the increasing capacity of the people 
to manage a more complex educational 
institution and to respond effectively . 
to their own needs. At present, Baha'i 

communities operate 29 formal pri
mary and secondary schools: 4 in Af
rica, 12 in the Americas, 12 in Asia, 
and one in the Pacific. About 5,000 
students attend, 80 percent of whom 
are not Baha'is. These schools are open 
to all religious denominations and eth
nic groups, striving to provide the same 
quality education for all strata of so
ciety. A number of these educational 
institutions operate in particularly dis
advantaged regions where modern 
school facilities are otherwise lacking. 
Like the learning centers, the majority 
of these establishments have emerged 
from the initiative of the community 
and thus tend to express and preserve 
the positive aspects of the local culture, 
at the same time preparing the children 
for the challenges of an interdependent
world. They are not only places for the 
transmission of knowledge, but also 
training centers for developing high 
standards of behavior and conduct, 
where priority is given to moral and 
ethical education. 

Although the establishment of for
mal schools is not an imposition from 
outside, but the fruit of a community's 
development, once these schools come 
into existence they are supported by a 
growing system of international col
laboration. Through national and in
ternational administrative assistance, 
many have been able to draw resources 
from distant communities, in the form 
of scholarships, technical assistance 
and voluntary workers. The origins of 
this collaboration go back to the first 
years of this century when a few Amer
ican teachers arrived in Tehran to help 
with Baha'i schools, and to the suc
cessful establishment of scholarship 
funds for students in the Iranian 
schools. A desire to enable others to 
become educated now links Baha'is 
from Brussels to Lucknow; from Cali 
to Lagos; from Port-au-Prince to Syd
ney. 

It is well known that in many rural 
or less-developed regions of the world, 
schools have become powerful instru
ments leading to the migration of skill
ed members of the local society to 
more developed regions. One of the 
greatest challenges to the growing net
work of Baha'i-administered schools is 
to reverse this process. They endeavor 
to do so both by fostering a strong 
sense of responsibility in their students, 
by designing curricula that enable their 

graduates to make definite contribu
tions to the development of their com
munities, and by involving the parents 
and the community in the learning pro
cess. 

Some of the Baha'i schools are: 
Anis Zunuzi Baha'i School, Lila

vois, Haiti: Since opening in 1980, it 
has gradually expanded its program to 
include kindergarten, grades 1-8, and a 
new technical section, and now serves 
270 students from the surrounding 
rural area. A rural development pro
gram is based at the school. 

Baha'i School, Tadong, Gangtok, 
Sikkim: More than 870 students, rang
ing from nursery up to Class IX, attend 
the Tadong Baha'i School, which is 
known to have a high academic stan
dard. An outstanding characteristic of 
the school is its harmonious integration 
of a multi-ethnic student population. 

Colegio Nur, La Cisterna, Santiago, 
Chile: Inaugurated in 1977, Colegio 
Nur is Baha'i-owned and administered, 
but receives state support in the form 
of teachers' salaries. Its curriculum 
spans pre-school through high school 
including commercial/technical train
ing. Nearly 400 students attend. 

Escola das Nacoes (School of the 
Nations), Brasilia, Brazil: More than 
175 students from more than 30 coun
tries attend this international bi-lingual 
school, which presently includes pre
school and primary grades. 

Maxwell International Baha'l 
School, Shawnigan Lake, British Co
lumbia, Canada: Opened in September 
1988, this coeducational residential 
school offers grades 7-9 to an interna
tional student body, and will even
tually include secondary grades 10-13. 

New Day Montessori! High School, 
Karachi, Pakistan: Since its establish
ment in 1978, enrollment has grown to 
359 students, with a Montessori kin
dergarten and eight primary grades 
operating at present. 

New Era School, Panchgani, Maha
rashtra, India: This international 
school, established in 1945, offers 
classes from pre-school through junior 
college, attended by more than 400 stu
dents. It is closely associated with an 
extensive regional development pro
gram in literacy, women's develop
ment, agriculture and health improve
ment in the immediate area. 
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Rabbani Higher Secondary School, 
Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh, India: Of
fering standards (grades) VI-XI to. 
about 200 students, the Rabbani 
School heavily emphasizes vocational 
and agricultural training, with a large 
self-help component. A 72-acre farm 
with poultry, animal husbandry, horti
culture and a plant nursery augments 
the academic program. A regional de
velopment program operated by the 
school involves some 20 villages in edu
cational and agricultural upliftment. 

Ruaha Technical Secondary School, 
lringa, Tanzania: Since starting oper
ation in March 1986, this rural secon
dary school has expanded its enroll
ment from 160 to about 270 students, 
and is developing commercial and tech
nical training components. 

Santitham School, Yasothon, Thai
land: Established in 1963, the school 
includes a large kindergarten, a func
tioning children's library, a vocational 
training program for rural women, and 
a small commercial school. Total en
rollment is about 200. 
3. Promotion of education by regional 
and national institutions 

As Baha'i communities and councils 
become established in a region and 
their educational capacities begin to 
grow, Baha'i institutions on the re
gional and national level step in to sup
port and complement their activities. 
Again, regional and national educa
tional activities take various forms and 
occur at different levels of complexity. 
3. I National and regional programs 

Summer schools and study retreats 
are sponsored to encourage and facili-

_ tate lifelong learning. During the per
iod from 1979-86, 1,880 such meetings 
were sponsored in 128 countries and in
dependent territories. 

Conferences to motivate and assist 
specific groups are also held. During 
that same seven-year period, various 
national communities held 203 parent
training and family-life courses, 1,126 
conferences for youth, and 434 confer
ences to advance the status of women. 

Festivals and cultural activities are 
arranged to overcome class, caste and 
racial barriers, helping to establish new 
patterns of social interaction while pro
moting the education of individuals. 
Special educational campaigns related 
to the family, to women, or to issues 
such as health and afforestation mobi-
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lize the community to focus its atten
tion on specific social problems. 

3.2 Baha'{ schools and radio stations 
facilitating community education 

Special efforts to promote basic 
education have been possible using the 
resources of Baha'i schools and radio 
stations. 

The Anis Zunuzi Development Ser
vice, an outreach program of the Anis 
Zunuzi Baha'i School in Haiti, has es
tablished rural cooperatives and 52 
community learning centers. An intro
ductory reader has been produced in 
Haitian Creole, the first school text
book in this language to be used in 
Haiti. 

Attached to the Rabbani School in 
Gwalior, India, the Rabbani Com
munity Development Project incorpo
rates community development, support 
for some 15-20 community learning 
centers, afforestation efforts, health 
programs and a farm demonstration 
project. 

The New Era Development Institute, 
based in Panchgani, India, and closely 
associated with the New Era Baha'i 
School, offers a variety of courses re
lated to community development and 
Baha'i studies, as well as rural de
velopment programs in agriculture, 
health, and women's development. 
More than 60 adult literacy classes, 
partially funded by the government, 
are offered through the Institute to vil
lages in the area. 

The network of Baha'i radio stations 
is also increasing its involvement in 
community education. The station 
broadcasting from Otavalo in Ecuador 
has well-developed community-service 
programs in agriculture, health and 
general culture, and Radio Baha'i 
Caracollo in Bolivia has carried out an 
extensive collaborative health program 
with UNICEF. These radio stations, as 
well as those at Lake Titicaca in Peru; 
in South Carolina, in the United 
States; in Temuco, Chile; in Boca del 
Monte, Panama, and near Monrovia, 
Liberia, are all using their facilities to 
create a motivation for self-improve
ment and united action in their listen
ers. 
4. Concepts and programs of five reg
ional Baha'( efforts in basic education 

4.1 The Ruhi Institute 
4.2 The Faizi Institute for Rural 

Women 

4.3 The Regional Committee jor 
Social and Economic Development in 
Kivu (CREDESE) 

4.4 The Guaymi Cultural Center 
4.5 Radio Baha'{ Ecuador 

In order to convey not only the exis
tence but also the vision and strategy of 
Baha'i activities in basic education, 
concepts and programs of five regional 
efforts are presented. 

The Ruhi Institute in Colombia dem
onstrates a systematic effort to develop 
curricula especially for youth, guiding 
them along a path of service. The Faizi 
Vocational Institute for Rural Women 
in India shows the importance attached 
to the education of women and the in
terconnection between moral educa
tion and income-generating skills. The 
Centers for Baha'i Education in Zaire 
reveal the enabling process of a people 
as they undertake to become literate 
and tread the path of self-reliance. The 
Guaymi Cultural Center in Panama 
demonstrates the efforts of an indig
enous group to restore the elements of 
their own culture and to mobilize 
themselves for their own welfare. 
Radio Baha'i Ecuador illustrates the 
utility of modern communications 
media such as a radio station in the up
liftment of a people. 

4.1 The Ruhi Institute 
The Ruhi Institute is an educational 

institution operating under the guid
ance of the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the Baha'is of Colombia, which 
dedicates its efforts to the development 
of human resources for the spiritual, 
social and cultural development of the 
Colombian people. Although its center 
is in the town of Puerto Tejada in the 
department of Cauca, its area of influ
ence includes the majority of the rural 
areas of Colombia and is being gradu
ally extended to several other countries 
in Latin America. 

Concepts 
Like any other institution involved 

in the process of education for devel
opment, the Ruhi Institute has formu
lated its strategies within a special 
framework and a philosophy of social 
change, development and education. 
In this case, that understanding has 
emerged from a consistent effort to ap
ply Baha'i principles to the analysis of 
the present social conditions: 

1. The Baha'i Faith sees the present 



state of human affairs as a natural 
stage in an organic process that will 
lead finally to the unity of the human 
race within one social order. Humanity 
as a whole has gone through evolution
ary stages similar to those experienced 
by an individual; having passed 
through infancy and childhood, it is 
now experiencing the difficult culmi
nating moments of a turbulent adoles
cence. The present state of confusion, 
doubt and belligerence is simply to be 
understood as the condition of an ado
lescent who strongly desires growth 
and maturity but is still attached to 
childish attitudes and customs. Yet the 
moment is ripe for this adolescent to 
take a final step and enter the construc
tive and dynamic but balanced state of 
maturity and adulthood. 

2. In analyzing the rapid changes 
taking place in the world today, Ba
M'is identify two parallel processes 
operating at all levels-village, . town, 
nation and global society. On the one 
hand, it is clear that human society is 
suffering from a process of disintegra
tion that manifests itself in wars, ter
rorism, chaos, physical and psycholog
ical insecurity, and a widespread condi
tion of material poverty. On the other 
hand, forces of integration are moving 
individuals and groups toward the 
adoption of new values, new forms of 
organization, and appropriate struc
tures that can lay the foundation for 
the establishment of a new social or
der. The Ruhi Institute defines its basic 
aim as that of becoming a channel for 
the spiritual forces of our time to be 
applied to the lives of the masses of 
humanity, empowering them to con
tribute to the establishment of a new 
world order. 

3. In its efforts to understand and 
contribute to a process of social 
change, the Ruhi Institute tries to 
avoid two sets of theories that have 
dominated the discourse on develop
ment and change for too many dec· 
ades. On the one hand, it disagrees 
with concepts of social change that are 
entirely individualistic in their outlook, 
which analyze society only in terms of 
the psychological make-up, the skills. 
and the behavior of the individual, and 
which assume that social structures 
somehow will change by themselves 
once the individual is saved or correctly 
trained through religious conversion or 
secular education. On the other hand, 

it also rejects theories that consider the 
human being entirely as a product of 
society, and claim that no improve
ment is possible unless social struc
tures, especially those related to politi
cal and economic power, are changed 
first. There are too many examples of 
participation by the "righteous" and 
the "highly trained" in the structures 
of oppression to allow any objective 
observer of social processes to accept 
proposals of change based entirely on 
the redemption of the individual with
out direct attention to social forces and 
structures. At the same time, history 
has already shown the evils of systems 
that deny individual freedom and de
rive their moral and social codes from 
a perception of the necessity for change 
in the structure of power, a change 
their proponents believe should be 
achieved at any cost. 

The Ruhi Institute tries to under
stand the processes of the transforma
tion of human society in terms of a far 
more complex set of interactions be
tween two parallel developments; 
namely, the transformation of the in
dividual, and the deliberate creation of 
the structures of a new society. More
over, just as it does not view the human 
being as a mere product of interactions 
with nature and society. it does not 
identify structural change only with 
political and economic processes. 
Rather, it sees the necessity of change 
in all structures-mental, cultural, sci
entific and technological, educational, 
economic, and social-including a 
complete change in the very concepts 
of political leadership and power. It is 
understood that individuals, all of 
whom possess a more or less developed 
spiritual nature, may be illumined by 
divine teachings, even under the influ
ence of the most oppressive social 

forces. These individuals, then, by no 
means perfected, try to walk the path 
of social transformation, a path which, 
nevertheless, is not one of individual 
salvation but one which implies a con
stant effort to create and strengthen 
the institutions of a new social order. 
These new institutions, even when de
signed perfectly, may not function 
perfectly at first, but they do make it 
possible for an increasing number of 
human beings to walk further the path 
of spiritual growth and transforma
tion. This continuous interaction be
tween the parallel processes of the 
spiritualization of the individual and 
the establishment of new social struc
tures describes the only dependable 
path of social change, one that avoids 
both complacency and violence and 
does not perpetuate the cycles of op
pression and illusory freedom that hu
manity has experienced in the past. 

According to this vision of social 
change, the Ruhi Institute directs its 
present efforts to developing human 
resources within a set of activities that 
conduce to spiritual and intellectual 
growth but are carried out in the con
text of each individual's contribution 
to the establishment of new struc
tures-for now, mostly in villages and 
rural areas. 

4. Yet another important element of 
the conceptual framework of the Ruhi 
Institute is the concept of participa
tion. Although by now most programs 
concerned with development and 
change accept the importance of par
ticipation by the local community in its 
own path of development, and most 
try to avoid imposing their own pro
jects and ideas, there usually is little 
clarity and agreement as to the nature, 
form and extent of this participation .. 
The Ruhi Institute, following the ideas 
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presented in the previous paragraphs, 
asserts that effective participation 
which will not easily degenerate into 
political manipulation implies the exis
tence of a systematic learning process 
within each community and region so 
that the community itself experiments 
with new ideas, new methods, and new 
technologies and procedures, rather 
than being the object of the social ex
perimentation of others. Thus, one of 
the first steps in establishing partici
patory development processes in a re
gion is to promote intensive participa
tion by an increasing number of indi
viduals in learning, in a constant effort 
to apply knowledge to improve the 
conditions of community life and to 
create and strengthen the institutions 
of a new world order. 

5. Guided by universal participation, 
both as a principle and as a goal, the 
Ruhi Institute tries to design and carry 
out educational activities that combine 
learning in the classroom and personal 
study with acts of service in the com
munity. Each educational activity is to 
be, in itself, an enabling experience 
that helps participants develop further 
the qualities, attitudes, capabilities and 
skills of a new type of social actor 
whose energies are entirely directed to-

first Level SKond Level 

The first path shown on the dia
gram, called "Basic Deepening," is 
followed by all collaborators at the In
stitute. Presently, the path is divided 
into four levels, each comprising nine 
courses. The courses are organized 
around "acts of service" that begin 
with simple activities such as visiting a 
family to share and discuss a specific 
idea or teaching a simple class for chil
dren which might consist of songs, 
stories and memorization of instructive 
quotations. The acts of service become 
progressively more complex to include 
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ward promoting the well-being of the 
community, and whose actions are in
spired by the vision of a new world 
order that will embody in all its struc
tures and processes the fundamental 
principle of the unity of the human 
race. 

6. At the Ruhi Institute, the design 
and implementation of educational ac
tivities are always guided by a pro
found conviction in the basic nobility 
of the human being. The Baha'i writ
ings state: 

Man is the Supreme Talisman. Lack 
of a proper education hath, however, 
deprived him of that which he doth in
herently possess. Through a word pro
ceeding out of the mouth of God he 
was called into being; by one word 
more he was guided to recognize the 
Source of his education; by yet another 
word his station and destiny were safe
guarded. The Great Being saith: Re
gard man as a mine rich in gems of in
estimable value. Education can, alone, 
cause it to reveal its treasures, and 
enable mankind to benefit therefrom. 

Education, then, is not simply seen 
as the acquisition of knowledge and the 
development of skills, but also in terms 
of the development of vast and power
ful potentialities inherent in the very 

nature of every human being. Again, 
the development of these potentialities 
and talents, which is considered a God
given right and responsibility of the in
dividual, attains fruition when it is pur
sued in the spirit of service to humanity 
and in the context of creating a new 
world order. 

Each participant in the programs of 
the Ruhi Institute acts as a student in 
certain educational activities, and as a 
tutor in others. The Institute, then, 
uses the term "collaborator" to refer 
to all who take part in its programs. 
Based on the conditions and the needs 
of the population served by the Insti
tute, courses are designed along a series 
of "paths of service" which a collabo
rator follows according to personal in
terests and capacities. At the beginning 
of each path of service, collaborators 
mostly learn and develop new skills. 
Later on, they participate in courses 
that prepare them to act as tutors of 
the earlier courses, thus creating a 
unique and dynamic environment for 
the development of human resources. 
The courses that have been designed, 
or are in the process of being developed 
and tested, now fall along four paths 
of service, as shown in the following 
diagram: 

General Studies 

Community Development 

Education of Children 

'asic Deepening 

Third Level fourth Level 

nurturing the development of village
level decision-making bodies and other 
community structures. 

At each level, some of the nine 
courses are concerned with the devel
opment of relevant skills needed to 
carry out the acts of service. Others ad
dress spiritual and social topics, the 
understanding of which elevates the 
collaborator's service from mere mech
anical actions to meaningful and re
warding experiences. In this respect, 
the Ruhi Institute attaches great impor
tance to the following quotation from 

the Baha'i writings: 

One righteous act is endowed with a 
potency that can so elevate the dust as 
to cause it to pass beyond the heaven of 
heavens. It can tear every bond asun
der, and hath the power to restore the 
force that hath spent itself and van
ished . ... 

The next path, referred to as "Edu
cation of Children, " may be chosen by 
the collaborator who has already 
studied five courses of the first level, 
has gained practical experience by 



teaching simple children's classes, and 
wants to become proficient in the edu
cation of children in a more formal set
ting. 

While continuing with the courses of 
the "Basic Deepening" path, the col
laborator may now decide to advance 
along a series of courses that begin 
with the curriculum for a small village 
kindergarten and lead gradually to the 
possibility of managing a village "cen
ter of excellence" that offers occas
ional courses to various age groups 
within the community. 

The Ruhi kindergarten curriculum 
has been fully elaborated. The next 
curriculum, now being designed and 
tested, is to be offered through "cen
ters of excellence" to older children to 
enrich and supplement the reading, 
mathematics and science instruction 
they receive at public primary schools. 

About 20 collaborators have ad
vanced sufficiently along this path to 
be successfully operating community 
kindergartens in various parts of Co
lombia. 

The next parallel path, "Community 
Development, " is designed to develop 
the collaborator's capacities as a com
munity development worker. Partici
pants taking the courses on this path 
progressively learn to promote group 
action in communities, especially 
among youth of various age groups. 
They also learn to promote special ac
tivities among women and to serve as 
resource persons for the kindergartens. 
In addition, they act to support and as
sist village-level decision-making 
bodies in their projects for the material 
and spiritual development of the com
munity. 

Participants in these courses are 
often young people from the villages 
and towns in Colombia who offer a 
year of service to the Ruhi Institute, 
living there and performing the corres
ponding acts of service in nearby com
munities, under the supervision of 
more experienced collaborators. 

The next path, "General Studies," is 
offered in conjunction with an institu
tion named Fundadon para la Apli
cadon y Enseiianza de las Ciendas 
(FUNDAEC) which, though not direct
ly related to the Baha'i Faith, shares 
many views and principles in common 
with it. FUNDAEC has developed an 
innovative educational program that 
includes a set of textbooks covering the 

entire secondary school level. The Ruhi 
Institute offers some of these courses 
on a tutorial basis to some of its col
laborators who wish to complement 
their studies. 

To illustrate the program described 
above, it may be useful to relate the ex
perience of one young collaborator at 
the Institute, a woman who comes 
from a small town in the north coast 
region of Colombia. She began her as
sociation with the Ruhi Institute at the 
age of 16 when she enrolled in a two
week seminar offered in the north 
coast and completed the first five 
courses of level one, "Basic Deepen
ing." Following the seminar, she went 
on to complete more courses along the 
path, and soon afterward established a 
bi-weekly children's class in a village 
near the city of Cartagena, where she 
was attending high school. She was 
helped in this work by the Baha'i re
gional committee of the north coast, as 
well as by other collaborators of the 
Ruhi Institute in that area. 

Over the next two years, she took 
part in various conferences and com
munity development activities and con
tinued with courses on the "Basic 
Deepening" path including some at the 
second level. After finishing high 
school, she decided to offer a year of 
service and has been at the Ruhi Insti
tute since January 1988. During this 
time she has taken a one-month course 
for kindergarten teachers and has 
taken part in the courses and the prac
tices of the "Community Develop
ment" path of service and learning. 
She has successfully started and guided 
two youth groups in a village near the 
Ruhi Institute and helped them in their 
studies and acts of service. She is now 
learning to serve as an adviser to an
other youth who has started a kinder
garten, and also plans to help a group 
of women with their projects in an
other village. 

When she. finishes her year of ser
vice, she hopes to return to the north 
coast, establish herself in a small town, 
start a kindergarten with support from 
the local and regional Baha'i commit
tees, and help the development of near
by communities. 

4.2 The Faizi Vocational Institute for 
Rural Women 

The Faizi Vocational Institute for 
Rural Women seeks to create condi-

tions for positive social change while 
teaching income-generating skills to 
women of the tribal areas of south
western Madhya Pradesh State. It is 
guided and supported by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
India and also receives funding for its 
programs from the State of Madhya 
Pradesh and the government. of India. 
The Institute provides a residential 
learning environment in which rural 
women can develop their spiritual and 
intellectual capacities and learn useful 
crafts. 
Concepts 

The Faizi Vocational Institute for 
Rural Women shares the basic con
cepts of social change and development 
which have been explained in the sec
tion on the Ruhi Institute. These in
clude a perception that the world is in a 
stage of transition to a more stable, co
operative and mature condition and 
that development happens through 
parallel, complementary processes of 
individual transformation and the 
creation of new social structures. At 
the Faizi Institute, as at Ruhi, par
ticipation, service and expression of 
the inherent nobility of human nature 
are at the same time goals and strat
egies for development. In addition to 
these ideas, the Faizi Institute bases its 
activities on several other guiding prin
ciples: 

1. The Baha'i Faith considers that 
the advancement of women is essential 
for social progress and that the capac
ity of humanity is limited when women 
are not able to develop fully. The Faizi 
Institute believes that women who gain 
a sense of their innate abilities can re
shape tribal societies as they bring up 
their children and play an economic 
role in the community. It is stated in 
the Baha'i writings that: 

Woman's lack of progress and pro
ficiency has been due to her need of 
equal education and opportunity. Had 
she been allowed this equality, there is 
no doubt she would be the counterpart 
of man in ability and capacity. The 
happiness of mankind will be realized 
when women and men coordinate and 
advance equally, for each is the com
plement and helpmeet of the other. 

Promoting the equality of the sexes 
is considered to be the task of both 
men and women, and one that can be 
achieved fully only if the goal is shared 
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by everyone. One aspect of the Insti
tute's recruitment program is an effort 
to foster in male family members a de
sire for women's advancement. 

2. Economic development and moral 
development are viewed as comple
mentary and highly integrated activi
ties. Income-generating skills can best 
be learned and used in a context of 
human dignity and honor, of trustwor
thiness and mutual support; hence, 
these values are emphasized in the In
stitute's program. In turn, the wom
en's feelings of purposefulness and 
self-worth increase as they gain the 
ability to earn an income. 

The achievement of social well-being 
requires both economic and spiritual 
approaches. Neither the materialist's 
view, which emphasizes concrete, 
measurable advances and considers 
spiritual concerns irrelevant or inap
propriate in the development context, 
nor the mystical view of reality, which 
exalts material poverty, is useful for 
the tribal people the Institute serves. 
The conscientious integration of eco
nomic and moral development is espec
ially critical in a vocational institution, 
as crafts training programs have often 
failed through corruption and a lack of 
trust. 

3. The Institute considers that exem
plary actions by individuals are an im
portant and far-reaching source of so
cial change. The value of a model in 
stimulating development has been uni
versally acknowledged; people who see 
an efficient means of water supply and 
useful technologies in a neighboring 
village are motivated to acquire the 
same things for their own village. The 
value of an individual example, how
ever, is that it helps people become 
aware of new possibilities within them
selves. In this sense, village women 
who have attended the Institute make a 
valuable contribution to their commu
nities as they overcome the social bar
riers to progress, such as a sense of 
hopelessness and inferiority, strict in
tertribal taboos, and universal discrim
ination against girls. The Institute val
ues the influence of personal morality 
and seeks consciously to cultivate it in 
both staff and trainees. 
Programs 

The Faizi Vocational Institute for 
Rural Women offers courses at the In
stitute's main facility in Indore, and 
also in the villages of Jhabua and Kal-
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yanpura. Trainees are identified 
through the cooperative efforts of Ba
hA'{ communities, women who are 
graduates of the Institute, and govern
ment functionaries, as each trainee 
must be proven to be below the poverty 
level according to local administrative 
records. Potential trainees are identi
fied through a series of visits and meet
ings in the villages. Drama is used to 
attract and involve vill? ;ers. Discus
sions of the needs, probkms and inter
ests of the village people are the initial 
focus of the meetings. In later meet
ings, the programs at the Institute are 
explained. 

Residential programs at the Institute 
last from two weeks to four months. 
Each course includes learning income
generating skills, health and hygiene 
education, service, and spiritual and 
moral education. Literate trainees tu
tor the illiterate ones so that everyone 
leaves the course feeling that they are 
equally educated. Informal discussions 
each day stimulate self-expression and 
awaken women to world development 
and the establishment of peace, and to 
scientific thought. Useful village tech
nologies, such as a fuel-efficient 
smokeless stove, are also introduced. 

Income-generating skills taught at 
the Institute include weaving, machine
knitting, candle- and chalk-making, 
headwork and other crafts. Each train
ee learns the skills that are best suited 
to her abilities and interests. Efforts 
are made to help graduates market 
their products independently, but for 
some crafts, raw materials are still sup
plied and finished products marketed 
by the Institute. 

The Institute does not measure its 
success only in the ability of its grad
uates to generate an income for them
selves, but also in the emergence of a 
new consciousness of unity and human 
solidarity that the program seeks to 
foster in its participants. Women of 
tribes who do not normally associate 
with one another live and work to
gether at the Institute. Initial reluc
tance to overcome untouchability 
taboos breaks down during the period 
of training, and caste prejudices are 
replaced by an ability to treat one an
other as human beings. The staff of the 
Institute consider this to be one of their 
most important contributions to the 
region. 
4.3 The Regional Committee/or Social 

and Economic Development in Kivu 
(CREDESE) 

In the Kivu region of northeastern 
Zaire, the activities of a large number 
of local Baha'i councils are supported 
by the Regional Committee for Social 
and Economic Development. With the 
encouragement, training and organiza
tional and technical assistance offered 
by CREDESE, at least 10,000 inhabi
tants of Kivu are gradually extending 
their capacity to uplift and transform 
their communities. 
Concepts 

1. CREDESE recognizes that suc
cessful community development re
quires a united community; that devel
opment takes place when people feel 
responsible for the welfare of their 
neighborhood or village, trust one an
other, and share a commitment to 
work together for its betterment. To 
support this inner foundation of social 
progress, CREDESE offers assistance 
only when it sees evidence of unity, 
self-reliance, strength, and a will and 
capacity for joint endeavor. Practical 
activities, such as establishing a learn
ing center, are considered to be the 
fruit of a subtle process of developing a 
community will and consciousness. 
CREDESE works with other Baha'{ in
stitutions to nurture communities to a 
condition of enthusiasm and awareness 
of their own capacity; once this is def
initely established, communities are in
vited to take part in the training and 
other programs offered by CREDESE. 

2. Another concept that shapes the 
work of the Committee for Social and 
Economic Development is the value of 
self-sacrifice. Social progress is con
sidered to depend on a willingness to 
sacrifice one's own interests for the 
benefit of the community, an attitude 
which is fostered by religious faith. Es
tablishing a pattern of altruism and 
selflessness is seen to be a long-term 
contribution to the region, even though 
it might seem to limit the number of 
learning centers. 

3. CREDESE tries to develop a pat
tern of people learning from one an
other, in its teacher training program, 
in the curricula of the learning centers, 
and in its other activities. Everyone has 
ideas to contribute in a literacy class or 
in a discussion of a community prob
lem, and teachers help people learn to 
express themselves confidently. 

4. Another aspect of the community 



learning centers that are assisted by 
CREDESE is the belief that learning 
should be carried into action. Literacy 
and other skills are not useful by them
selves, but as means of understanding 
and improving people's lives. Volun
teer teachers are taught to incorporate 
local challenges and needs into lessons, 
so that students discuss individual and 
community goals, hygiene, a balanced 
diet, and other issues while learning to 
read. 
Programs 

Training teachers for community 
learning centers and providing support 
and encouragement to those learning 
centers is a major focus ofCREDESE's 
activity. One hundred-two learning 
centers were reported in October 1987. 
According to the most recent reports, 
there are 2,500 participants. Women 
and girls comprise 73 percent of the 
learners, and 27 percent are not Ba
ha'is. 

CREDESE does not actively solicit 
local Baha'i councils to establish learn
ing centers; it waits for the local coun
cils to choose this action and demon
strate the determination and ability to 
complete it. A local community that 
clearly wants to establish a learning 
center and is united in this ambition, 
that is already conducting regular ac
tivities and showing patterns of mutual 
support, is allowed to send people to 
the teacher training program. Trainees 
must represent a local community, 
must promise to teach as volunteers, 
and their community must provide the 
means for their support during train
ing. 

The training program is mobile: the 
teacher-trainers travel to the rural 
areas, and the training ~ession for a 
cluster of communities is hosted by one 
local Baha'i council. This is far less ex
pensive than bringing the trainees into 
the town of Bukavu, and it also gives 
responsibility for making the physical 
arrangements to a local Baha'i council 
rather than to CREDESE staff in the 
town. Two-week training sessions, held 
at intervals. have been found to be ef
fective. 

Consultation is a primary method of 
instruction, in both teacher-training 
and the learning centers, as adult learn
ers know many things that the teacher 
does not know. This method helps 
teachers and learners understand each 
other better, and creates unity among 

them. 

Community learning centers in the 
Kivu region have stimulated other en
deavors. Several communities have 
built local meeting halls in order to 
have a place to hold classes. The local 
c~un.cil of Kaniola has propagated and 
~lst.nbuted seeds of improved crop va
netles to 57 other local councils' foods 
with higher protein content than the 
traditional manioc are also being 
adopted in some communities. Several 
local councils have joined together to 
rebuild and manage unused health cen
ters, to build latrines in the region's 
markets, and to improve water supply 
through building water catchments. 
Cooperative income-generating activi
ties are also common. 

4.4. The Guaymi Cultural Center 
The Guaymi Cultural Center pro

motes the education of the Guaymi In
dians of Panama and seeks to recuper
ate and strengthen their culture. Lo
cated in Boca de Soloy and Boca del 
Monte and extending to other locali
ties, the complex includes a training in
stitute, a radio station, a facility for 
culture and folklore festivals, and out
reach activities in approximately 50 
conununities. The Cultural Center's 
activities are mainly conducted by the 
Guaymi people. The idea for the Cen
ter was born in a series of intensive 
consultations among Guaymi Baha'is 
in 1982, and it has been established 
through their systematic implementa
tion of that vision, with collaboration 
from their Panamanian Baha'i compa
triots. 

The development strategies of the 
Guaymi Center are similar to those 
elaborated in the three programs cited 
above. A distinguishing feature of the 
Cultural Center is that education for 
service to others is seen as a means for 
the empowerment of an indigenous 
people. 
Concepts 

1. The fundamental concept moti
vating the Guaymi Cultural Center is 
that an indigenous people can use edu
cation to take their future into their 
own hands. Cultivating a unified vision 
of their destiny as a people, becoming 
literate, providing for the education of 
their children, transmitting and affirm
ing their cultural heritage in language, 
dance, music and art-all are means by 
which the Guaymi people are rising 

above the recent historical circum
stances of their lives. Through educa
tion, the potential that is latent in the 
people becomes manifest; through the 
acquisition of knowledge, the people 
are enabled to create new possibilities 
for themselves. 

The work of the Cultural Center is 
reversing a period of cultural decline 
that has seen the Guaymi language and 
traditions gradually being forgotten, 
but the Guaymis do not follow this new 
path only for their own benefit. They 
believe that their actions can provide a 
valuable model to non-Indian society. 
This vision of the destiny of indigenous 
peoples is expressed in the Baha'i writ
ings: 

A ttach great importance to the in
digenous population of America . ... 
these Indians, should they be educated 
and guided, there can be no doubt that 
they will become so illumined as to en
lighten the whole world. 

2. To achieve the goal of developing 
a progressive Guaymi culture, it is un
derstood that the revival of the Guaymi 
language and cultural traditions is not 
in itself sufficient. Following their vis
ion of the role of indigenous people in 
rehabilitating human society, the 
Guaymis are trying to create a new cul
ture that will enable them to advance as 
a people and to help others. Thus, they 
are incorporating into their plans ele
ments of other cultures which are use
ful to them, such as schools, a radio 
station and a number of other technol
ogies. They are also eliminating certain 
aspects of their traditional culture 
which they have determined are not 
conducive to progress, such as assign
ing an inferior position to women. 

3. Another fundamental concept is 
the belief that the unity of the Guaymi 
people is a source of strength and a 
cause of their progress. The evolution 
of a common vision of the destiny of 
the Guaymi people, involving greater 
and greater numbers in this discourse, 
is one purpose of the Cultural Center. 
The goal of this endeavor is the collec
tive education of a people, which com
plements and enables the education of 
individuals. 
Programs 

Training programs enable people to 
follow a path of service as members of 
regional and local councils, as teach
ers, and as community helpers. Some 
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of these training programs, which have 
been held for more than five years, are 
actually adapted from the programs 
offered by the Ruhi Institute. As a re
sult of a regular and consistent training 
process, almost all teachers, adminis
trators, community workers and radio 
staff are Guaymis. Nine community 
learning centers are now functioning in 
the area, taught by individuals who 
were trained at the Center. Regional 
and local affairs are also managed by 
men and women who received training 
for service at the Center. 

Family education programs, which 
bring family units together to learn 
about child development, science, 
health, nutrition and agriculture, as 
well as spiritual and moral topics, are 
regular programs of the Institute which 
constitute an essential component of 
the total complex. 

Radio, which has been seen as a 
high-technology instrument of cultural 
domination, has been transformed by 
the Guaymis into a means of affirming 
and strengthening their culture. The 
radio station, broadcasting at 1 kw 
from Boca del Monte, with feed-in 
from the substation at Boca de Soloy, 
serves as a voice for the people. It rein
forces literacy and child education pro
grams in the learning centers, and 
broadcasts news, folklore, legends and 
music in the Guaymi language. 

Decisions about the establishment 
and progress of the Cultural Center 
have been the product of many months 
of serious and intense consultation. 
Hundreds of people have gathered 
from the entire Guaymi region to con
tribute to these discussions. Native 
councils, which seek to involve all the 
people in the area in consultation 
about their collective destiny, are held 
periodically. Folklore festivals bring 
people together and reinforce cultural 
traditions. Special festivals for children 
transmit cultural knowledge and skills 
to a new generation. 
4.5 Radio Baha'I' Ecuador 

Radio Baha'i Ecuador broadcasts in 
Quechua and Spanish on medium wave 
and shortwave from Otavalo in the 
highlands of Ecuador. Serving primar
ily the indigenous Quechua communi
ties in the area, the goals of the station 
are to promote education, the delivery 
of social services, and the dissemina
tion of basic development information; 
to promote and maintain the tradi-
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tional culture of the people, and to 
serve as a voice for the community, en
abling villagers within a 50-mile radius 
to exchange information, make an
nouncements and share news about im
portant activities and events in the 
region. 
Concepts 

At Radio Baha'i, radio technology 
and the methodology of participatory 
media are seen as highly effective 
means to achieve the goals for develop
mental education described in the pre
vious case studies. The following con
cepts have been especially important in 
the evolution of Radio Baha'i: 

1. Recognizing the deep and pervas
ive effects of ethnic prejudice on eco
nomic and social life, Radio Baha'i has 
sought to restore a sense of confidence 
and dignity regarding Quechua culture. 
The elimination of prejudice and its ef
fects has been a goal and strategy in the 
work of Radio Baha'i. The station has 
consistently presented a model of the 
Quechua community to counteract the 
subtle perceptions that seek to limit the 
capacity of indigenous people. 

2. The preservation and promotion 
of indigenous culture is considered by 
Radio Baha'i to be vital not only for 
the well-being of indigenous peoples, 
but also for the country as a whole. By 
supporting traditional art forms and 
emphasizing Andean music and the 
Quechua language, Radio Baha'i lends 
stability and force to elements of cul
ture that have been in decline. This is 
seen to be a significant contribution to 
the area; it also enhances the impact of 
the educational and developmental 
programming of the station. 

3. Radio Baha'i considers participa
tion of the community as essential for 
its success as a communication medi
um. It seeks to make itself accessible to 
the community it serves, and actively 
solicits the participation of the people 
of the Otavalo area. 
Programs 

Radio Baha'i broadcasts at least half 
of its programs in Quechua, the first 
Ecuadorian radio station to do so. The 
staff of the station are almost all drawn 
from the immediate area around Ota
valo; many are Quechuans. All of the 
staff, women and men, literate and il
literate, are trained to use all of the sta
tion's equipment, and to prepare their 
own programs. 

A high percentage of the program-

ming of Radio Baha'i is music. Tradi
tional Andean music predominates. 
Some of the music is obtained from 
recordings of the station's annual fes
tivals of traditional music, "Nucanchic 
Tono" (Our Music). This festival is 
now one of the largest festivals of in
digenous music in all of South Amer
ica. An annual children's cultural fes
tival organized by Radio Baha'i, 
"Guaguamantag Guaguapag" (By the 
Children for the Children), develops an 
appreciation of the various Ecuadorian 
cultures among school children. 
Special events such as sports competi
tions are frequently sponsored. 

News programs on Radio Baha'i are 
designed to enable villagers to com
municate important local events to one 
another. A typical local news program 
will include items about lost children, 
lost identification papers, lost live
stock, community dances, and commu
nity work parties; more than 2,000 
such personal messages are brought to 
the station each year. The news pro
gram serves many of the communica
tion needs of the audience, and, be
cause of its popularity, functions as an 
effective vehicle for the dissemination 
of development-oriented messages. 

One of the most successful programs 
produced by Radio Baha'i was "Tar
pupac Yuyay" (The Thought of the 
Farmer), whose goal was to express the 
needs of the mountain farmers and 
herdsmen, and to provide answers to 
those needs. The project staff visited 
villages in the area and invited people 
to talk about their concerns, and their 
comments were tape-recorded. Farm
ers from a number of communities 
were thus able to share their ideas with 
one another. Two of the project staff, 
a village woman and an elderly farmer, 
moderated the discussions as they were 
taped in the villages and introduced the 
edited program when it was broadcast, 
incorporating answers supplied by ag
ricultural extension experts. 

Other programs of Radio Baha'i 
promote the role of women in commu
nity life and the education of children. 

. Another popular program, "Tulpa 
Muyundi" (Around the Hearth), deals 
with the home. In addition to informa
tion on environmental health, personal 
hygiene, nutrition and other topics, the 
program includes music and segments 
recorded in the villages. 
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Alaska 

'Who can buy or sell the sky, the land?' 

In 1854 the Great White Chief in 
Washington made an offer for a large 
area of Indian land and promised a 
"Reservation" for the Indian people. 
Chief Seattle's reply, published here in 
full, has been described as the most 
beautiful and profound statement on 
the environment ever made. 

• 
Who can buy or sell the sky. the 

warmth of the land? The idea is strange 
to us. 

If we do not own the freshness of the 
air and the sparkle of the water, how 
can you buy them? 

Every part of this earth is sacred to 
my people. Every shining pine needle. 
every sandy shore, every mist in the 
dark woods, every clearing and hum
ming insect is holy in the memory and 
experience of my people. The sap 
which courses through the trees carries 
the memories of the red man. 

The white man's dead forget the 
country of their birth when they go to 

walk among the stars. Our dead never 
forget this beautiful earth, for it is the 
mother of the red man. We are part of 
the earth and it is part of us. The per
fumed flowers are our sisters; the deer, 
the horse, the great eagle, these are our 
brothers. The rocky crests, the juices in 
the meadows, the body heat of the 
pony, and man-all belong to the same 
family. 

So when the Great Chief in Wash
ir.gton sends word that he wishes to 

buy our land, he asks much of us. The 
Great Chief sends word he will reserve 
us a place so that we can live com
fortably to ourselves. He will be our 
father and we will be his children. So 
we will consider your offer to buy our 
land. But it will not be easy. For this 

This article on the great Chief Seattle 
is reprinted from Alaska Baha'i News. 
No. 328 (July 1988). 

land is sacred to us. 
The shining water that moves in the 

streams and rivers is not just water but 
the blood of our ancestors. If we sell 
you land, you must remember that it is 
sacred and that each ghostly reflection 
in the clear water of the lakes tells of 
events and memories in the life of my 
people. The water's murmur is the 
voice of my father's father. 

The rivers are our brothers, they 
quench our thirst. The rivers carry our 
canoes, and feed our children. If we 
sell you our land, you must remember, 
and teach your children, that the rivers 
are our brothers, and yours, and you 
must henceforth give the rivers the 
kindness you would give any brother. 

We know that the white man does 
not understand our ways. One part of 
the land is the same to him as the next, 
for he is a stranger who comes in the 
night and takes from the land whatever 
he needs. The earth is not his brother, 
but his enemy, and when he has con
quered it, he moves on. He leaves his 
father's grave, and his children's birth
right is forgotten. He treats his mother, 
the earth, and his brother, the sky, as 
things to be bought, plundered, sold 
like sheep or bright beads. His appetite 
will devour the earth and leave behind 
only a desert. 

I do not know. Our ways are differ
ent from your ways. The sight of your 
cities pains the eyes of the red man. But 
perhaps it is because the red man is 
a savage and does not understand. 

There is no quiet place in the white 
man's cities. No place to hear the un
furling of lea es in spring, or the rustle 
of an insect's wings. But perhaps it is 
because I am a savage and do not 
understand. The clatter seems only to 
insult the ears. And what is there to life 
if a man cannot hear the lonely cry of 
the whippoorwill or the arguments of 
the frogs around a pond at night? I am 

a red man and do not understand. The 
Indian prefers the soft sound of the 
wind darting over the face of a pond, 
and the smell of the wind itself, cleans
ed by a midday rain. or scented with 
the pinon pine. 

The air is precious to the red man, 
for all things share the same breath
the beast, the tree, the man, they all 
share the same breath. The white man 
does not seem to notice the air he 
breathes. Like a man dying for many 
days. he is numb to the stench. But if 
we sell you our land, you must remem
ber that the air is precious to us, that 
the air shares its spirit with all the life it 
supports. The wind that gave our 
grandfather his first breath also re
ceives his last sigh. And if we sell you 
our land. you must keep it apart and 
sacred. as a place where even the white 
man can go to taste the wind that is 
sweetened by the meadow's flowers. 

So we will consider your offer to buy 
our land. If we decide to accept. I will 
make one condition: the white man 
must treat the beasts of this land as his 
brothers. 

I am a savage and I do not under
stand any other way. I have seen a 
thousand rotting buffaloes on the 
prairie, left by the white man who shot 
them from a passing train. I am a sav
age and I do not understand how the 
smoking iron horse can be more impor
tant than the buffalo that we kill only 
to stay alive. 

You must teach your children that 
the ground beneath their feet is the 
ashes of our grandfathers. So that they 
will respect the land. tell your children 
that the earth is rich with the lives of 
our kin. Teach your children what we 
have taught our children, that the earth 
is our mother. Whatever befalls the 
earth befalls the sons of the earth. If 
men spit upon the ground. they spit 
upon themselves. 
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The world 

Queen praises Lesotho Baha'is on peace 

About 75 people attended an award 
ceremony last June 25 honoring the 
winners of an essay contest for high 
school students co-sponsored by the 
Baha'i community of Lesotho and the 
Lesotho Alliance of Women, both of 
whom received the United Nations' 
"Peace Messenger" award for their 
work during the International Year of 
Peace, 1986. 

The contest theme was "What Peace 
Means to Me. ,. 

Queen 'Mamohato of Lesotho spoke 
to those at the ceremony, praising the 
Baha'is for their contributions to 
world peace, mentioning Baha'u'llah 
by name, and quoting from "The 
Promise of World Peace." 

The Maseru Baha'i children's class 

Zambia 

Zambia's head of state, Dr. Kenneth 
Kaunda, accepts a copy of The Prom
ise of World Peace' from a member of 
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then performed a play about barriers 
to peace, based on the peace statement. 
Their original song, "We Want 
Peace," was well-received, and an en
core was requested following the cere
mony. 

The children presented special neck
laces made from origami "peace 
cranes" to Her Majesty the Queen and 
to the top three prize-winners. 

They also presented bookmarks to 
each guest at the event. Each was dec
orated with one of the paper peace 
cranes and included a quotation from 
the Writings: "When a thought of war 
comes oppose it by a stronger thought 
of peace. A thought of hatred must be 
destroyed by a more powerful thought 
of love." 

the Spiritual Assembly of Ndola during 
an International Trade Fair held re
cently in that city. 

The event was covered in detail on 
Radio Lesotho and on the front page 
of the national English-language news
paper. 

Brilliant Star from afar! 
Baha'i education is most often on 

the minds of young parents, but 
eyen if you are not a parent or if 
your children are grown, you can 
support education by giving Bril
liant Star magazine to a Baha'i 
school in Africa or Asia. 

Brilliant Star presents Baha'i 
teachings, history and belief 
through an, stories, song and 
poetry. It has a readership of child
ren who live all across the world. 

Many Baha'i children in Africa 
and Asia learn English in school, 
but few have many books or maga
zines to call their own. And finding 
American dollars to purchase a 
magazine subscription is almost im
possible. 

Baha'is in the U.S. who want to 
obtain gift subscriptions to Brilliant 
Star for Baha'i schools, teachers or 
libraries are connected by Baha'i 
Subscriber Service from lists sent by 
National Spiritual Assemblies 
around the world. At the top of the 
current list are 10 regional libraries 
in Zaire whose National Spiritual 
Assembly writes: "We were most in
terested in your offer of (gift) issues 
of Brilliant Star and after having 
reviewed this magazine we feel that 
it can be of valuable use to our com
munity." 

A one-year overseas subscription 
to Brilliant Star is $15 ($28 for two 
years). You can send your gift sub
scription to Subscriber Service, Ba
ha'i National Center, Wilmette, IL 
60091, or phone 312-869-9039 for 
more information. 



New Zealand 

The Hon. Russell Marshall, New 
Zealand's Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
convened a meeting on human rights 
last June 29 in Wellington to which 
were invited representatives from 
about 35 organizations including the 
Baha'f Faith. 

After express sing her appreciation 
for the meeting, the Baha'i represen
tative spoke about the need to raise 
human rights issues to the level of prin
ciple. 

The meeting further enhanced the 
government's awareness of the broad 
commitment of Baha'is to human 
rights and helped foster good relations 
with like-minded groups. 

Others at the meeting included four 
members of Parliament, two represen
tatives from the United Nations and 
Commonwealth divisions of Foreign 
Affairs, and the deputy secretary for 
Foreign Affairs. 

India 
Representatives from 13 State Baha'i 

Councils and one State Teaching Com
mittee gathered last August 29 in Luck
now, India, for an "emotion-filled" 
national conference. 

All four Counsellors resident in In
dia as well as eight members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly and 17 Aux
iliary Board members were among the 
98 people taking part in the confer
ence, which was hosted by the Spiritual 
Assembly of Lucknow with help from 
the State Baha'i Council of Uttar Pra
desh. 

An appeal was made by the National 
Assembly that more State Baha'i 
Councils in India become financially 
self-sufficient. The response was a 
pledge by five Councils to provide for 
their own budgetary needs. 

Now, in addition to the self-suffi-

Venezuela 
One hundred-twenty people were en

rolled in the Faith in Coro, Venezuela, 
the capital of Falcon State, during the 
first two days of a 20-day teaching 
campaign begun last August in re
sponse to the Rigvan message from the 
Universal House of Justice. 

Thailand 

Pictured are some of the Bahd '{s in 
Thailand's Site 2 North refugee camp 
who dressed in t-shirts and other color
ful garments to celebrate (he Chinese 

cient states of Maharashtra, Karna
taka, Orissa and Gujarat, the States of 
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
Madhya Pradesh and Haryana have 
declared themselves financially inde
pendent of the National Assembly. 

• 
The State Baha'i Council of India's 

Madhya Pradesh State informed the 
National Spiritual Assembly in Sep
tember that a mass teaching project in 
the Morena district had led to the en
rollment of 10,000 new believers, the 
majority of whom are from the edu
cated population such as doctors, engi
neers and school teachers. 

• 
Helping to carry out an extension 

teaching goal of the Baha'i House of 
Worship in India, Mr. Gopi, a guide at 
the Temple, undertook a teaching trip 
last September to Kerala. 

The 86 enrollments that resulted 
were especialI . significant in that half 
of that numb~r were women, among 
whom were seven tourists from the 
Lakshadweep Islands, a territory off 
the southwestern coast of India com
prised of 20 islands which had not yet 
been opened to the Faith. 

new year. They made a dragon and vis
ited people's homes and the Chinese 
Association office in the Site 2 South 
camp. 

Bophuthatswana 
The planning and execution of an in

tensive teaching campaign in Lefara
gatlhe village in the Phokeng region of 
Bophuthatswana was managed entirely 
by the local Baha'fs and is self-sup
porting. 

So far, seven people have embraced 
the Faith and a "reawakening" is tak
ing place among many Baha'is who 
have not taken an active part in the 
community in recent years. 

The campaign was a result of consul
tation at a meeting last summer among 
Counsellor Lucretia Mancho Warren, 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Bophuthatswana, Auxiliary Board 
members, and the National Teaching 
Committee. 

It was decided to make "entry by 
troops" the goal of the country's 
teaching efforts, and four regions were 
chosen as target areas. 

Phokeng, which has the largest Ba
ha'i population in Bophuthatswana, 
accepted the challenge and set about 
organizing the teaching campaign in its 
region. 

As news of the campaign spread, Ba
ha'is from many parts of the country 
came to pick up new ideas and relay 
them to their home communities. 
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Australia 
The Baha'i Faith has been chosen as 

one of the religions to be permanently 
represented in a new multi-faith re
source center in Melbourne, Australia. 

The Baha'is of Melbourne have sup
ported the center for the past two and 
one-half years, and were recently in
strumental in drawing up a constitu
tion to legally incorporate and register 
the center. 

Based on a model set up by a Roman 
Catholic nun, Sister Mary Hall of Bir
mingham, England, the center is sup
ported by a grant from the Office of 
Multi-Cultural Affairs of the Depart
ment of the Prime Minister. 

Its aims include promoting an 
awareness and understanding of the re
ligious communities within Australia, 
and reporting to the government strat-

Panama 
';-'4 

Students taking part in a drawing con
test sponsored by Radio Baha'I' of Pa
nama to commemorate the Interna
tional Day of Peace work at their desks 
at a school in Chiriqui Province. This 
competition, along with another for 

On June 12, the 40th anniversary of 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO) was commemorated at the 
Guaymi Cultural Centre in Soloy, 
Panama. 

The theme of the Baha'i-sponsored 
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egies and options for promoting inter
faith understanding. 

Eight faiths are presently represen
ted: Aboriginal (Koori), Baha'i, Budd
hist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim 
and Sikh. 

• 
The Minister of Education in New 

South Wales has approved a request by 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Australia to offer special religious in
struction in schools within that state. 

A notice of the decision was pub
lished last June 9 in the Education Ga
zette. 

• 
The Baha'is of Wodonga, Victoria, 

Australia, planned a "Discover Baha'i 
Day" at the local Continuing Educa
tion Center. The one-day course in the 

r ,.t 
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painting, was conducted in all the 
schools in Chiriqui and has been added 
to the athletics competition this year as 
another event with which to celebrate 
the International Day of Peace. 

day-long event was health, focusing 
specifically on nutrition and pre\entiye 
medicine. 

An article about the event appeared 
June 26 in La Estrella de Panama. 

Faith was arranged at the request of 
the Center and was advertised in the 
newspaper, in schools and on notice 
boards. 

Despite the fact that only two people 
wished to enroll, the course was held 
anyway. Within 18 months, both of 
those people had enrolled in the Faith. 

International Community 
The Baha'i International Communi

ty took part last September 21 in a 
round table conference entitled "To
gether for Peace: An NGO Agenda for 
the Future" which was held at the 
Palais des Nations in Geneva, Swit
zerland. 

The Baha'i representative, Giovanni 
Ballerio, contributed ideas from the 
peace statement that were well-re
ceived. 

That same day, at a ceremony com
memorating the International Year of 
Peace, certificates were presented to 
[he 1988 winners of the "Peace Mes
senger Award" which recognizes the 
contributions of organizations to the 
promotion of international peace. 

Among those receiving the award 
was the Baha'i community of Belgium. 
The award was accepted on its behalf 
by Mr. Ballerio. 

Philippines 
A teaching campaign begun last July 

among the Negritos tribes on the island 
of Guimaras in the Philippines has re
sulted in the enrollment of a chief, his 
wife, and 15 other members of the 
Aetas tribal group. 

The ongoing campaign was planned 
by the Spiritual Assembly of Iloilo on 
the neighboring island of Pana, with 
help from the National Teaching Com
mittee. 

The four-member teaching team is 
supported by other Baha'is from Iloilo 
who visit Guimaras on a rotating basis. 

• 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

the Philippines has established six 
radio programs, thus achieving an im
portant goal of the national communi
ty. 

The programs, ranging in length 
from 30-45 minutes, are broadcast 
weekly to several areas of the country. 



.' 
Fiji 

Counsellors Violette Haake and 
Tinai Hancock of Australasia. rep
presenting the Baha'i International 
Community, and 14 other Baha'i wom
en from 11 Pacific islands attended the 
fourth South Pacific Commission 
Women's Affairs Conference last Sep
tember 17-23 in Suva, Fiji. 

"For the first time," Counsellor 
Hancock reported, "Pacific BaM'i 
women, each appointed by her Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, participated 
officially as representatives of their Ba
ha'i communities in a Pacific regional 
conference. " 

Counsellor Hancock was the only 
Baha'i representative at the three 
previous conferences, attending on be
half of the BIC's South Pacific Com
mission. 

Other official delegates to the con
ference were Pacific Island women rep
resenting governmental and non-gov
ernmental organizations. Nineteen Pa
cific countries were represented by 36 
delegates. 

Malaysia 
A seminar entitled "Toward a Safer 

Society," held last June 4-5 in \lalay
sia, was organized by the National Ba
ha'i Women's Committee and Family 
Life Committee. 

The seminar, aimed at increasing the 
awareness of problems of \'iolence 
against women and children. drew 
praise from the National Council of 
Women's Organizations which hailed 
the Baha'i Women's Committee as [t5 

most effective affiliate . 
• 

Ten new local Spiritua! Assemblies 
have recently been formed in West Ma
laysia, raising the total number to 83. 

These successes are a result of the in
spiration of the Universal House of 
Justice's RiQvan message which was 
read at a meeting last August of the 
West Malaysian National Committees. 
State Teaching Committees, and local 
Spiritual Assemblies. 

• 
A number of new localities have 

been opened to the Faith recently in the 
Song district of Sarawak, East \fala;·· 
sia. 

One hundred-fifty people have been 
enrolled~nd six new local Spiritual As
semblies have been elected. 

Grenada 

- -'-

Pictured are many of the 62 BaM 'IS 
who took part in the second Regional 
Youth Conference for the Caribbean 
last August 12-14 in Grenada. Consul
tation centered on the progress f)f 

-&c 

youth activities in the Caribbean, fu
ture plans, and reports from the 24 
members of the "Sparks for Peace" 
youth teaching project. 

a 
'i' 

Four young Baha'IS, part of the Mona 
Teaching Project in Grenada, met re
cently with the country's go vernor
general (center) after presenting him 
with 10 copies of the peace statement 

Haiti 
In a cable dated September 29, the 

National Spiritual Assembly of Haiti 
"joyously" announced the results of 
the first phase of its summer teaching 
campaign. 

Included was the news that 2,371 

\ 

for his office. Fifty BaM'is from 19 
islands took part in the Mona project, 
the second inter-Caribbean Baha'I· 
Youth Campaign, last July and Au
gust. 

adults, youth and children had de
dared their faith in Bah<i·u'Uah. 

The second phase was to emphasize 
consolidation of the new believers with 
an eight-day deepening iT1.stitute plan
ned for new Baha'is. 
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United States 

Baha'i Home marks 30th year 

In this photo taken several years ago, a 
resident of the Baha'i Home in Wi/-

mette, Illinois, relaxes in the Home's 
spacious lounge area. 

Thirty years ago this month, on 
February 1, 1959, the Baha'i Home for 
the Aged, "the first Dependency of the 
Mother Temple of the West in Wil
mette, Illinois," opened its doors to 
the pUblic. 

The building of the Home was des
ignated a goal of the Ten Year Crusade 
by the beloved Guardian, Shoghi Ef
fendi, who died in November 1957, one 
month before construction was actual
ly begun. 

The cornerstone was laid in a formal 
ceremony on April 5, 1958, with more 
than 60 people present including the 
president of the Wilmette Village 
Board and William Campbell Wright, 
the architect of the Baha'i Home. 

On that occasion, the Hand of the 
Cause of God Horace Holley, who was 
at that time secretary of the U.S. Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, said: 

"The Baha'i Home fulfills the mean
ing and power of divine worship in ser
vice to our fellow-men. For this institu
tion is not restricted to members of the 
Baha'i Faith but opens its doors to all 
persons, without any religious discrim
ination." 

The Baha'i Home, contemporary in 
design and primarily of brick with 
stone and wood trim, is situated on 
3/4-acre of land about three blocks 
west of the House of Worship. 

It is designed to provide living 
quarters for 18 residents and an ad
ministrative staff of three. 

The building is essentially V-shaped, 
surrounding a private garden area open 
to the south which contains a number 
of oak trees in addition to space for 
formal landscaping and flower or vege
table gardening. 

Landscaping was planned and over
seen by Hilbert Dahl and L. Wyatt 
Cooper, who already had received 
praise for their design of the gardens 
surrounding the House of Worship. 
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Above: The Hand of the Cause of God 
Horace Holley (far right) presides at 

Entrance to and exit from the build
ing is made simple by numerous widely 
separated doorways at grade level. Off
street parking is provided for visitors, 
with direct entrance into the building. 

All rooms are on one floor, slightly 
above sidewalk level. There are no 
stairs for residents to climb. 

Sleeping rooms are arranged to ac
commodate 20 individuals. Each pair 
of rooms shares a connecting toilet 
room, and there is a lavatory in each 
room. 

Two of the rooms have a private 
half-bath, with toilet and lavatory. 
Shower and tub facilities for men and 
women are provided in bathrooms off 
the main corridor. 

Each of the living rooms reflects, 
through photographs, nicknacks and 
books, the life and tastes of its occu
pant. 

A spacious lounge, or living-dining 
room, has windows facing south on the 
garden side. This room has a high
beamed ceiling and large fireplace, and 
is attractively and cheerfully furnished. 
A large-screen television is there for the 
enjoyment of residents. 

Off the common room is a smaller 
lounge area that serves as both a li-

2 February 1989/Baha'j News 

the cornerstone ceremony for the Ba
hd'f Home in April 1958. Below: So-

brary and a room for private meetings 
of residents and their guests. 

A well-equipped kitchen adjoins the 
administrative offices which also face 
the entrance foyer. 

Other features of the Baha'i Home 

phie Loeding, the Home's only Bahd'f 
resident, in her comfortable room. 

include a large hobby room and an 
open porch off the residents' private 
corridor. 

To acquaint the residents of Wil
mette and nearby communities with the 
purposes and services of the Home, an 

-



Residents of the Baha'I Home in 
Wilmette gather for dinner in the 

"Open House" was held January 25, 
1959, one week before it began opera
tions. 

Despite a heavy snowstorm that 
made travel hazardous, nearly 200 peo
ple came that day to see and appreciate 
the BaM'i Home. 

At the ceremony the previous April, 
a copper box was placed within the 
concrete cornerstone. The box contains 
a number of documents and photo
graphs relating to the Faith as well as 
sand from the Shrine of Baha'u'llah, 
quartz used in building the House of 
Worship in Wilmette, and an orange 
from a tree in the courtyard of the 
House of the Bab in Shiraz, Iran. 

The land for the Baha'i Home was 
purchased, and construction was car
ried out, by the Temple Trustees. 

Since a home for the aged operates 
under special regulations, the Baha'i 
Home is incorporated with a Board of 
Directors consisting of the nine mem
bers of the National Spiritual Assem
bly. This corporate body holds title to 
the land and building, operates the 
Home, and maintains its own records 
including a bank account in the name 
of the Baha'i Home. 

The general requirements for admis
sion to the Home are that the applicant 
be older than 65 years, in reasonably 
good health and able to attend to his or 
her own personal needs. 

Applicants must be of good charac-

Home's comfortable dining room, 

ter and able to integrate happily into 
the group that is living at the Home. 

Residents are able to take part if they 
.... ish in a wide range of activities in
cluding exercise sessions, films, lec
tures, special classes, games, and field 
trips. 

Residents are also encouraged to 
continue their social life with friends 
and family outside the Home. 

As of December, two Baha'is-So
phie Loeding and Kay Walker-were 

Concentration is the name of the game 
as residents of the Baha'i Home enjoy 

S E 

living at the BaM'i Home. 
Miss Loeding, who will celebrate her 

l00th birthday in 1990 and has been at 
the Home for 24 years, became the first 
full-time employee at the Baha'i Na
tional Center when she went to work as 
Mr. Holley's secretary in 1941. 

Over the years the Baha'i Home has 
given hundreds of elderly persons from 
Wilmette and the surrounding area, 
most of whom were not Baha'is, a lov
ing, caring and comfortable place in 
which to live. 

As the National Spiritual Assembly 
said of the home in an article in Baha'i 
News (October 1958): 

"What the American believers are 
accomplishing in this unique project is 
to demonstrate to the public the Baha'i 
principles of the oneness of mankind 
and humanitarian service. 

"The Baha'i Home makes no dis
crimination of race, religion or na
tionality. It is humanitarian in a pros 
found meaning of that word, because it 
enables its guests to overcome the sense 
of loneliness and uselessness in this 
ruthless, materialistic age-forms of 
spiritual p.overty no less grievous than 
lack of material wealth. 

" ... the Baha'i Home, in essence, is a 
far-reaching humanitarian experiment. 
It is in no way to be compared with 
those institutions which give medical 
and other care including burial to in
mates who have turned over their en
tire fortune." 

Bingo, one the many activities avail
able to them on a regular basis. 
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India 

Temple has a busy November 

November 1988 
Every day at the House of Worship 

was a busy day. As the gates opened at 
9:30 a.m. a ceaseless flow of students, 
Indian and foreign tourists, and local 
visitors continued coming throughout 
the day to see the marvelous piece of 
architecture, and to learn of the pur
pose behind such a magnificent con
struction. 

A significant development is that the 
number of youngsters and seekers is 
growing. This month we had more 
than 200,000 visitors, of which about 
25,000 were students from 250 schools 
and nine colleges. More than 50,000 in
formation pamphlets in Hindi, Eng
lish, 10 regional languages of India and 
nine foreign languages were distributed 
and 25,000 students carried the prayer 
cards. Teachers and interested persons 
were given an additional pamphlet car
rying the BaM'i message. 

A total of 236 seekers registered their 
names and addresses for further infor
mation. In fact, people in the hundreds 
have not only admired the beauty and 
cleanliness of the vast surroundings but 
have understood the purpose for which 
the House of Worship was built. Some 
of these visitors are repeating their 
visits with family members, and in a 
way they are themselves guiding mem
bers of their families, giving basic in
formation which they received on their 
earlier visits. They now express their 
desire to hear about Baha'u'lhih and 
His Teachings. To give one such exam
ple: An Indian reader in the Russian 
language at Varanasi University said 
that he had at last found the Faith 
which he had longed for since his 
younger days. He offered to reserve a 
room in his house at Varanasi for Ba
ha'i books including The Hidden 
Words oj Bahd'u'/Idh for his daily 
reading. 

The 171 st anniversary of the Birth of 
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Baha'u'llah was observed in a quiet but 
joyous atmosphere. The MuMjir Gate 
and the House of Worship itself were 
tastefully decorated with flowers of 
one color, which kept the happy spirit 
alive for several days. The enchanting 
rendering of prayers by the House of 
Worship choir touched the hearts of 
more than a thousand visitors who sat 
through the special 35-minute prayer 
service. 

The choir also took part in an all
religion prayer meeting at Rajghat 
(Mahatma Gandhi's memorial), where 
a volunteer organization had arranged 
a program dedicated to human unity 
and peace. More than 400 delegates in
cluding the Baha'i delegates to the 15th 
International Human Unity Confer
ence, which was held November 11-15 
in New Delhi, visited the House of 
Worship on November 14. This was 
important because they represented 
various religions and demonstrated the 
unity of religions, the oneness of 
humanity, and the unity of God. On 
this occasion the Tibetan spiritual 
head, the Dalai Lama, was present. He 
sat meditating in the prayer hall for 
more than half an hour. Immediately 
afterward, the House of Worship choir 
chanted prayers in praise of the Al
mighty and for the unity of mankind. 

A 27-member delegation of Euro
pean Parliamentarians was accorded a 
warm welcome as they came to the 
House of Worship on a tour conducted 
by the government of India. They were 
received by all of the four Counsellors . 
residing in India and by members of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of In
dia who were meeting in New Delhi. A 
special prayer program and reception 
were arranged to mark the occasion. 

The head of the European delega
tion, Mr. Giumarra of Italy, was mov
ed by the warm reception given to its 
members, and remarked, "On behalf 

of the Parliamentary Delegation for 
Relations with South Asia, I would like 
to thank the director and administra
tors for the warm welcome to the Ba
ha'i Temple. As you know, the Euro
pean Parliament is quite interested in 
the BaM'i Faith. This movement of in
tense spirituality which we saw this 
morning and its preaching of universal 
brotherhood come from the deepest 
springs of human nature, and the ideas 
of brotherhood and solidarity are in 
our hearts and souls. The European 
Parliament itself is inspired by the 
same values. I would like to thank you 
once again, and I hope that your relig
ion and Faith grows and spreads be
cause of the harmony which you 
preach. And finally, I would like to 
give you a small token, a medal, a copy 
of the ancient Greek coin where the 
word 'Europe' appears for the first 
time." 

The delegates were then given copies 
of the peace message, an information 
kit, and a Temple souvenir of marble 
with bouquets of red roses as a token 
of love from the worldwide BaM'i 
community. 

The deputy foreign minister of the 
USSR, Mr. Petrovsky, accompanied 
by Madame Petrovskaya, arrived at 
the House of Worship at 6:30 p.m. on 
November 15 and were received by 
Sheriar Nooreyezdan, who took them 
around the building, explained the sig
nificance of the lotus concept, and pro
vided them with data on the Faith. 

Among other dignitaries visiting the 
House of Worship in November were 
Mah Bow Tan, minister of trade and 
commerce from Singapore; Kari Daeh
len, the ambassador to India from 
Norway; Dr. Cynthia Shephard Perry, 
U.S. ambassador to Sierra Leone; A.S. 
Albertenis Senez from the Embassy of 
Cuba; Orlando Fundera, president of 
the World Peace Council; Kurt Seibt, 



president of the Solidarity Committee 
of the German Democratic Republic; 
Miroslav Niki. deputy chairman of the 
Czechoslovak Committee for Solidar
ity with the Peoples of Asia. Africa 
and Latin America; Jindrich Novak. 
counselor at the Embassy of the Czech
oslovak Socialist Republic; S. Odon. 
second secretary of the Hungarian Em
bassy; Masaaki Sato. leader of the Jap
anese delegation to the International 
Fisheries Conference in India; Sheila 
Bawji Hodoui. wife of the chief of 
Naval staff of the Seychelles; Lady 
Goodall. wife of the British High Com
missioner in New Delhi (accompanied 
by five British women who are wives of 
high officials from the British High 
Commission offices in Delhi. Bombay 
and Calcutta); the wife of the Turkish 
ambassador to India; and C.A. Chip
waila, a high police official from Ma
lawi. Also, the speaker of the Andhra 
Pradesh Assembly, Mr. G. Narayana. 
stayed at the House of Worship for 
quite some time and appreciated the 
principles of the Faith. 

Russian diplomats. officials and 
tourists in large numbers visited the 
House of Worship. Three groups of 
Russian tourists were briefed through 
their interpreters and taken on guided 
tours. Another group of Russians. this 
one composed of ballet artists. came to 
visit, and the leader of the group was 
visibly moved by the peace and serenity 
inside the Temple. Also, a five-member 
Russian television crew came and 
stayed in the library for quite some 
time. One of them wrote in the visitors' 
book, "The temple is a symbol of a 
new era of our planet." Three of them 
bought copies of Bahd 'u 'lldh and the 
New Era in Russian. One member of 
the Russian ballet group from Lenin
grad, having bought all the titles in 
Russian that were available for sale. 
wished to have "at any cost" a copy of 
Nabil's Narrative in Russian, which 
was later given to him. 

Along with the Russians, visitors 
from China have shown an interest in 
the Faith. Small family groups of Chi
nese visitors including some dignitaries 
keep coming to see the House of W or
ship. A camera crew from China Cen
tral Television in Beijing came twice in 
one day to shoot a documentary on In
dia to be shown to the Chinese people 
during the forthcoming visit "to China 
by India's Prime Minister, Rajiv Gan-

dhi. Members of the TV crew were of
fered brochures in Chinese and taken 
around the Temple for their filming. 
One crew member was so attracted that 
he said he wished to have the Baha'i 
Faith in China. He wrote in the vis
itors' book: "Hope, in China, we see 
the same Baha'i (Faith)." Another 
Chinese delegation, led by Sun Bao
gang, senior correspondent of Radio 
Beijing, visited the House of Worship 
and was given the Temple pamphlet in 
Chinese. 

On November 26, a Maori gift-giv
ing ceremony was held in the House of 
Worship's library. Wallace Hetaraka, 
a Baha'i from New Zealand who is a 
renowned Maori carver, formally pre
sented the Maori gift, which he termed 
a "Maori treasure," to the House of 
Worship. This gift from the Baha'is of 
New Zealand is a lovely example of the 
tribal art of wood carving. Symboli
cally, it is significant because Mr. 

$ 

Hetaraka has converted a weapon (a 
taiaha) into an instrument for farming 
(a ko), an occupation through which 
peace and prosperity could be estab
lished. This symbolic conversion is in 
accordance with the well-known bib
lical prophecy that "swords shall be 
turned into ploughshares." 

The ceremony turned out to be a cul
tural feast as Mr. and Mrs. Hetaraka, 
dressed in traditional Maori style and 
following the "elder," Mrs. Wainu 
George, entered the library, respond
ing in the traditional way to a call given 
by the hosts. The function was attend
ed and addressed by the acting High 
Commissioner of New Zealand, 
Graeme Waters, who was also Chief 
Guest. Also present were the High 
Commissioner of Singapore, members 
of the National and local Spiritual 
Assemblies, invited dignitaries, and 
members of the local Baha'i communi
ty. 
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Essay 

Some personal thoughts on Feast 

Often I am overwhelmed by the rea
lization of the privilege of being a Ba
ha'i. A wonderful feeling of inner hap
piness, calm and peace overcomes my 
being. There are so many days during 
which I feel the joy of life, and am 
thankful to be alive. One such day is 
the day of the Feast. 

The thought of meeting the friends 
in the loving atmosphere of the Feast 
carries me through the day, as if on the 
crest of a spiritual wave. I cannot hold 
my inner excitement; like a child pre
paring for his birthday party, I look 
forward to the evening. 

Words of 'Abdu'I-Baha come to my 
mind throughout the day: 

"As to the Nineteen Day Feast, it re
joiceth mind and heart. If this Feast be 
held in the proper fashion, the friends 
will, once in nineteen days, find them
selves spiritually restored, and endued 
with a power that is not of this world. " 

From the moment I finish work I 
cannot think of anything else but the 
Feast. I rush home, eat, and prepare 
myself to attend the Feast. 

"If thou seekest after the light of the 
Kingdom, hasten undoubtedly to the 
meetings of the believers, in order that 
the rays of truth may reflect in thy 
heart. " 

There is plenty of time, but I want to 
be there early so that I can greet every
one as they walk in-to ask each and 
everyone how they are, and what news 
they have of themselves. 

As I drive to the Feast, I prepare 
myself mentally and spiritually: 

"But when you present yourself in 
the meetings, before entering them, 
free yourselves from all that you have 

This article, "Thoughts on the Nine
teen Day Feast, " was written by Fari 
Varjavandi and is reprinted from the 
September/October 1988 issue of the 
Australian Baha'i Bulletin (No. 368). 
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in your heart, free your thoughts and 
minds from all else save God, and 
speak to your heart. That all may make 
this a gathering of love, make it the 
cause of illumination, make it a gather
ing of attraction of the hearts, sur
round this gathering with the Lights of 
the Supreme Concourse, so that you 
may be gathered together with the ut
most love. " 

"Allah'u'Abha, Allah'u'Abha, how 
are you?" Warm handshakes, loving 
smiles. I love the children; how smartly 
they are dressed, a credit to their par
ents, a credit to us all. 

The hum of greetings and the sound 
of laughter fills the air. How I waited 
for this all day! 

The host is busy distributing the de
votional materials; we are asked to 
read, chant, pray. 

Then there is a sudden peaceful quiet 
as the host begins to welcome us to the 
Feast. A moment of quiet readjust
ment as we make ourselves physically 
comfortable, preparing ourselves for 
the spiritual food we are about to re
ceive. I close my eyes. 

"When they gather in this meeting, 
all those present must turn their faces 
toward the Kingdom of Abhd, and 

from their hearts supplicate, invoke 
and entreat toward the lofty throne, 
beg of God's forgiveness for all short
comings, read the teachings and arise 
to His service. " 

We partake of the heavenly food. 
The melody of the voices penetrates the 
air, and with it our very souls. The 
children pray. What beauty in the 
youthful voices of these little ones! 

My spirit is refreshed by the melody 
of their sweet, soft voices, as if the 
sound originating from their lips ema
nates from the innermost of eternity 
and fills my heart with messages of 
love and rapture. 

I do not really know where my 
thoughts are, but my mind is aware of 
the words reaching my ears. They 
sound as refreshing as the summer rain 
on my brow, as gentle as the morning 
breeze, as warm as the midday sun in 
winter. 

And when a Persian prayer is chant
ed, tears of thankfulness gather in my 
eyes and my spirit is elated. I hear 
myself saying, "0 my God, what have 
I ever done for you, that you remember 
me as you do, and have given me to 
drink from the ocean of your ever
lasting bounty?" 

The Glory of Baha'u'lhih reinforces 
my faith, enabling me to forget all my 
cares and worries, ever thankful to 
God. It is hard, so very hard to leave 
that state of peace that I do not feel I 
want to open my eyes. The prayers 
have ended but we sit motionless, 
wishing-if only that calm could last a 
little longer! 

But we are called to reality by the 
voice of the chairman, who begins the 
period of consultation. The atmo
sphere is changed; we leave behind us 
the period of prayer and meditation. 

"This FeasT is a bringer of joy. It is 
the groundwork of agreement and 
unity. It is the key to affection and 

I 



fellowship. It diffuseth the oneness of 
mankind. " 

It is difficult at first to plunge into 
consultation, but gradually we warm 
up to it. Our burning questions are ask
ed, topics important to our hearts are 
raised ... we air our views, fears, 
hopes and plans .... 

The administrative part continues. 
The secretary patiently records the sug
gestions and takes notes; the chairman 
keeps order. At times it seems that no 
agreement is in sight, yet suddenly a 
positive motion is put, seconded, 
agreed upon; calm reigns. 

The secretary gives his report, news 
is read and shared, plans are discussed: 

"Every meeting which is organized 
for the purpose of unity and concord 
will be conducive to changing strangers 
into friends, enemies into associates, 
and <Abdu'I-Baha will be present in his 
heart and soul with that meeting. " 

At last consultation has ended, and 
the refreshing sound of the kettle boil
ing is heard. The mood changes again, 
the end of consultation is called, and 
we are invited by the host to partake in 
refreshments. 

"Each one of you must think how to 
make happy and pleased the other 
members of your Assembly, and each 
one must consider all those who are 
present as better and greater than him
self, and each one must consider him
self as less than the rest. Know their 
station as high, and think of your own 
station as low. Should you act and live 
according to these behests, know ver
ily, of a certainty, that that Feast is the 
Heavenly Food. That Supper is the 
<Lord's Supper!' I am the Servant of 
that gathering. " 

The room fills with the hum of chat
ting friends. We circulate, and every
one greets others, asking of each 
other's welfare, sharing news. 

We quietly make our way to the do
nation box. How can I show my grati
tude to Bah<i'u'lI<ih in these happiest 
hours of my life? Would He accept my 
humble offering as a token of my love 
and duty? To think that the goals 
which must be achieved in the years to 
come need all our participation, no 
matter how humble. 

The socializing continues. I feel the 
love emanating from the friends: the 
warmth of the smiles, the purity of 
laughter, the gentleness of the loving 

glances. This is what I had waited for 
all day. 

"Then spread the feast and give re
freshments. Assuredly great results will 
be the outcome of such meetings. Ma
terial and spiritual benefits will be as
sured. All who are present will be in
toxicated with the breezes of the Love 
of God, and the Breath of the Holy 
Spirit will with tremendous power in
spire the hearts. " 

We partake of the food that is pro
.. ided. The hostess offers us more re
freshments; she is eager to look after 
us. Surely this BaM'i hospitality is the 
best of all hospitalities! 

"The owner of the house must per
sonally serve the beloved ones. He 
must seek after the comfort of all and 
with the utmost humility he must show 
forth kindness to everyone. If the Feast 
is arranged in this manner and in the 
way mentioned, that supper is the 
'Lord's Supper, , for the result is the 
same result and the effect is the same 
effect. " 

The treasurer calls out the result of 
the donations collected. We are filled 
with thankfulness. 

It is getting late. We must go home. I 
do not wish to leave the friends, but the 

, Or 

sounds of "Good-bye" and "Khoda
Hafez" beckon us home. 

The handshakes are warm, strong 
and long. It means so much to me. It 
seems that we do not want to go. I am 
the last to leave. The words "AII<ih'u'
AbM, Alhih 'u' Abha" fill the room. 
They are the last words I hear, and the 
last words I utter. 

". . . These spiritual gatherings must 
be held with the utmost purity and con
secration, so that from the site itself, 
and its earth and the air about it, one 
will inhale the fragrant breathings of 
the Holy Spirit. " 

On the way home my heart is joyful; 
I sing to myself. It is strange what 
meeting the friends stirs in one's heart. 

At home, I put my head on my pil
low. The beaming faces of the friends. 
are clear in my mind. The sweet mem
ory of the Feast revolves in my head. 
As I fall asleep, I whisper to myself the 
last words I heard today: "Allah'u'
AbM, Allah'u'Abha." 

All quotations in this article are from 
the compilation by the Universal 
House of Justice entitled "Heaven of 
Divine Wisdom. " 

The Feast: a 'unique, peerless' occasion 
The following article on the Nine

teen Day Feast, which first appeared in 
the British Baha'i Journal, is reprinted 
from Baha'i News No. 413 (August 
1965). 

• 
The institution of the Nineteen Day 

Feast is unique and peerless amongst 
all the gatherings and the communal 
efforts of mankind. Its quality and the 
mode of its functioning show the 
health and virility of a BaM'i com
munity. From it can flow an incalcu
lable and illimitable measure of spir
itual power. The beloved Master once 
said that should the Baha'is make full 
use of the potentialities of the Nineteen 
Day Feast, they could thereby change 
the destinies of their town. He also said 
that He would be there in this gather
ing with the Baha'is. 

And the converse is true. A Nineteen 
Day Feast held in a climate alien to the 
life of the Faith, divorced from the 
principles laid down for the conduct of 
such a Feast, shut out from its guiding 
light, becomes a venomous instrument 

and injures every individual Baha'i as 
well as the community. 

'Abdu'I-Baha has repeatedly said 
that if religion becomes the cause of 
discord it is better to be without it. 
Medicine is to cure, to heal; should it 
aggravate a disorder, it becomes lethal. 
Similarly, a Nineteen Day Feast re
duced to the level of a mechanical 
ritual or made the arena of cantanker
ous contention cannot but harm. It is 
better, far better, to be without it. 

The more delicate and well-balanced 
an instrument, the more damaging will 
be the consequences of its failure .... 

For us Baha'is, as stated by the Mas
ter, the Nineteen Day Feast is what the 
Holy Communion is for the Christian. 
Does a sincere Christian go to the Holy 
Communion to have a jolly time or to 
be insufferably bored? Of course not. 
Fellowship in Bahd'u'lldh 

The Nineteen Day Feast, according 
to the direction of 'Abdu'I-Bah<i, is 
composed of three distinct parts, each 
one well-defined in its scope, and yet 
all so blended as to form one continu-
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ous and unbroken process. In the art of 
the ballet, music, movement and decor 
each stands as a separate entity and yet 
completely merges into one indivisible 
unit. So are the component parts of the 
Nineteen Day Feast. The link and the 
keynote is fellowship in Baha'u'llah. 
Experience the unity 

Baha'IS come to a Nineteen Day 
Feast not so much to partake in com
munal worship, to express and ex
change views and ideas about the mul
tifarious problems of their community, 
to associate lovingly with one another, 
but above all of these, supremely im
portant and vital as they are, Baha'is 
come to a Feast in order to experience 
the unity unfolded by the Divine Hand 
of Baha'u'llah. A Nineteen Day Feast 
that fails to make this experience a 
blazing, throbbing reality is nothing 
but a mechanical performance that will 
serve only to blazon human frailties. 

The conflicting tendencies of the 
world must be shed outside the doors 
of the Nineteen Day Feast. This does 
not mean either the assumption of an 
air of indifference or hiding behind a 
facade of spiritual pride and affected 
superiority. It only means emptying 
our hearts and minds to make room for 
the grace of Baha'u'llah. Otherwise a 
barrier wrought by our own hands will 
intervene between the communal char
acter of the Feast and the Source which 
is to feed and sustain it. 
'Must know intimately' 

The first part of the Feast is devo
tional. Prayer must come from the 
depths of one's heart; otherwise it is 
not prayer. It is automation. The 
words that we use while we pray which 
are prayers revealed by the Founders of 
our Faith we must know intimately. 
We must be familiar with them not 
merely by an intelligent grasp of what 
they signify, but because of what they 
evoke from our innermost being, by 
the token of the deep longing response 
they command from our heart. When 
the Persian believers chant a prayer at 
a meeting, it is almost always a prayer 
that they have used in their own soli
tary devotionals, with which they are 
well-acquainted. Thus their chanting is 
not simply giving utterance to a sweet 
and charming melody. They know the 
meaning, the import of the words. And 
the words take wing. 

Distributing books a short while be
fore the beginning of the devotional 
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part of the Feast and then asking some 
of the friends present to read prayers 
or Tablets which they may never have 
set eyes on before is a practice which 
has oftentimes been followed. There 
are occasions, and abundant they have 
been, when in spite of this glaring 
defect, the spirit of the Feast and of 
those attending makes full compensa
tion, and the devotional is raised to 
supreme heights. But this practice is 
fundamentally wrong. and there have 

been sad failures .... 
'With joy and gladness' 

Another important point to bear in 
mind is the injunction of Baha'u'llah 
not to burden souls with lengthy recita
tions of scriptures. He has said: "To 
chant but one verse with joy and glad
ness is better for you than reading all 
the Revelations of the Omnipotent 
God with carelessness." 

If a believer is giving a Feast, it is his 
or her privilege to arrange the devo
tional program. However, no local 
Spiritual Assembly is bound to observe 
the custom which has grown up of hav
ing one believer or more acting as hosts 
at a Nineteen Day Feast. The Assembly 
can take full charge of the devotional 
and have the cost of refreshments de
frayed from the local funds at its dis
posal. There should be no rigidity of 
procedure in these respects. 
Creative consultation 

The second stage is usually termed 
"the business part" of the Feast, an 
appellation which can be misconstrued. 
It is the period of consultation. The 
secretary and the treasurer of the As
sembly and various committees present 
report. The purpose of these reports is 
certainly not a mere enumeration of 

problems, resolutions and decisions. 
Otherwise the medium of a bulletin, a 
newsletter; would suffice. The underly
ing principle is consultation and crea
tive consultation at that. It is a human 
oddity to cling to the trivial and talk ad 
nauseum about it. I remember a Nine
teen Day Feast when a great deal was 
spoken about serving tea at a particular 
function, and tempers were frayed. A 
principle to uphold most conscien
tiously is the inalienable. the sacred 
right of every believer to express freely 
his views on questions and problems 
that are the topic of consultation, and 
to offer suggestions. But the opinions 
of one or two people, no matter how 
fervently held or how forcibly express
ed. cannot be taken as the considered 
view of the whole Feast unless defi
nitely voted as a recommendation that 
emanates from a Nineteen Day Feast. 
Should it fail to do so, it will have 
gravely compromised a fundamental 
principle of the Cause, and has much 
to answer to Baha'u'llah. 

But the deliberations of the Nineteen 
Day Feast must rise above petty 
thoughts and obstinate hagglings. They 
must bypass small matters of little 
value. Certainly any subject that is re
lated to the work of the Cause and the 
life of the community can be brought 
up at the Feast, but to make ponderous 
issues of trivialities is a grave betrayal 
of the purpose of the Feast. At all 
times this thought must be present in 
our minds, that consultation is a 
unique feature of our Faith, and that 
consultation is not argumentation. 
Creative indeed must be the consulta
tion of a Nineteen Day Feast. 

Fellowship and love 
The third and concluding part of the 

Feast is of a social nature. When this 
stage is reached, the atmosphere of the 
Feast is well-established. It can be dis
mal and intolerably weighed down, or 
it can soar above the stars. And break
ing bread together is an ancient and 
time-honored custom of mankind, 
symbolic of fellowship and love. In a 
Baha'I Feast it transcends the flat level 
of custom and rite, and becomes a scin
tillating expression of unity. 

-Hasan Balyuzi 
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United Nations 

Combating drug abuse: a complex task 

Combating drug abuse and illicit 
traffic is a complex task, encompassing 
efforts at the national, regional and in
ternationallevels. The United Nations 
over the years has been deeply involved 
in those efforts, with some 20 of its 
bodies, programs and agencies work
ing toward those goals. 

The Commission on Narcotic Drugs, 
which has acted as the Preparatory 
Body for the 1987 Drug Conference 
(held June 17-26 in Vienna, Austria), is 
the central policy-making body in the 
United Nations system, dealing in 
depth with all questions relating to 
drug abuse control. 

Established in 1946 as one of the six 
functional commissions of the Eco
nomic and Social Council, the Com
mission consists of experts representing 
40 Member States. It meets biennially, 
although in recent years it has held 
special sessions in alternate years. Ob
server Governments, specialized agen
cies and non-governmental organiza
tions (NGOs) regularly participate in 
its work. 

The Commission helps the Econom
ic and Social Council in supervising ap
plication of international conventions 
and agreements, and makes recom
mendations to strengthen international 
drug control activities, including for
mulation of new treaties. It also re
views the global drug situation, and 
decides, on the recommendation of the 
World Health Organization (WHO), 
which substances should be placed 
under international control. The Com
mission also reviews and coordinates 
implementation of the 1981 Interna
tional Drug Abuse Control Strategy. 

This article is reprinted from a book
let prepared for the United Nations In
ternational Conference on Drug Abuse 
and Illicit Trafficking, held June J 7-
26, 1987, in Vienna, Austria. 

The Commission helps the Eco
nomic and Social Council in su
pervising application of interna
tional conventions and agree
ments, and makes recommenda
tions to strengthen international 
drug control activities, including 
formulation of new treaties. 

The Commission has a Sub-Com
mission on Illicit Drug Traffic and 
Related Matters in the Near and Mid
dle East. Annual meetings of opera
tional Heads of National Narcotic Law 
Enforcement Agencies, Far East Re
gion (HONLEA), which coordinate 
mechanisms for drug law enforcement 
at a regional level and facilitate an ex
change of information between na
tions, are held under its auspices. 

The International Narcotics Control 
Board (INCB), established under the 
1961 Single Convention on Narcotic 
Drugs, aims to regulate the legal move
ment of both narcotic drugs and psy
chotropic substances in order to limit 
the cultivation, production, manufac
t.ure and use of such drugs to medical 
and scientific purposes. To those ends, 
the Board administers a statistical con
trol system for narcotic drugs and a 
mandatory estimates system. Data sup
plied by States parties and requested 
from other Governments enable it to 
ascertain that the drugs available in 
each country for medical purposes are 
accounted for at the main stages of 
production, manufacture and trade. 

The Board's l3 members are elected 
in their personal capacity by the Eco
nomic and Social Council, and must 
"command general confidence 
through their competence, impartiality 
and disinterestedness." The Board 
maintains diplomatic dialogues with 

Governments, and sometimes under
takes special missions in agreement 
with Governments concerned. It also 
arranges training programs for drug 
control administrators from develop
ing countries and regional training 
seminars. In an annual report, the 
Board analyzes the global drug situa
tion, thus alerting Governments to ex
isting and potential situations that may 
threaten drug control efforts. 

The Board is serviced by its Vienna
based INCB Secretariat which imple
ments Board decisions and policies, 
maintains a continuing dialogue be
tween Governments and the Board, 
and represents the Board at meetings 
of United Nations organs, specialized 
agencies and international, regional or 
intergovernmental bodies. 

Two other United Nations Secre
tariat units responsible for drug abuse 
control activities are also based in 
Vien;}a. The Division oj Narcotic 
Drugs assists in the planning, imple
menting and coordinating of interna
tional drug control programs, and 
serves as a clearing-house for the dis
semination and exchange of informa
tion on drug-related matters. It also 
advises Governments and specialized 
agencies on supply and demand reduc
tion and other matters. 

It also processes and drafts notifica
tions under the international drug con
trol treaties, publishes national legis
lation on drug control, and reports on 
information provided by Governments 
on the workings of the international 
treaties. Statistics on seizures from il
licit drug traffic and on the extent, pat
terns and trends of drug abuse are pub
lished. Seminars on law enforcement 
and demand reduction approaches to 
drug control are organized. 

Within the Division, the United Na
tions Narcotics Laboratory carries out 
and coordinates international chemical 
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research on drugs, identifying and an
alyzing substances of abuse. Scientists 
from developing countries are trained, 
and help is given to national labora
tories in developing countries directly 
affected by the illicit drug traffic. 

It has produced a portable drug 
identification kit-a rapid and simple 
color-test to identify the most com
monly confiscated drugs-to assist cus
toms and law enforcement officers. 
The Narcotics Laboratory also pro
duces the Multilingual Dictionary of 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Sub
stances under International Control in 
the six official languages of the United 
Nations, as well as technical manuals 
on such topics as management of nar
cotics laboratories and methods for 
testing. 

The third Secretariat unit in Vi
enna-the United Nations Fund for 
Drug Abuse Control-was established 
in 1971 to aid Governments in combat
ing the production, trafficking and use 
of illicit drugs by financing, through 
voluntary contributions, technical co
operation programs in various regions. 

The programs deal with integrated 
rural development/crop substitution; 
treatment and rehabilitation of drug 
addicts; preventive education and in
formation; law enforcement assis
tance; and training and research. From 
1971 through 1986 the Fund spent $182 
million in 88 countries. 

In its fund-raising efforts, UNFDAC 
ensures an early involvement of both 
potential donor and assistance-receiv
ing countries in the identification of 
drug problems and in the formulation 
of projects needed for coping with 
them. 

The Fund identifies needs and prob
lems related to drug abuse control at 
the national, regional and interregional 
levels; establishes and maintains con
tacts with Governments and relevant 
inter- and non-governmental organiza
tions in the enhancement of the inter
national drug control programs; assists 
Governments in formulating general 
and specific drug control plans; and 
raises, from public and private sources, 
the resources required to carry out its 
program of activities. 

The Centre for Social Development 
and Humanitarian Affairs is concerned 
with the adverse effects of drug abuse 
on social development, including social 
disintegration and increasing criminal-
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Cannabis (marijuana) is sold openly in many areas 

ity. The subject of drug abuse is ex
amined every five years at United Na
tions Congresses on the Prevention of 
Crime and the Treatment of Offend
ers, and is also regularly considered by 
the Committee on Crime Prevention 
and Control, a standing committee of 
the Economic and Social Council. 

The United Nations Social Defence 
Research Institute has carried out a 
four-year research survey financed by 
the Drug Abuse Control Fund on the 
interaction between criminal behavior 
and drug abuse and on control meas
ures adopted in individual countries. 

Other UN programs: The United 
Nations Development Program 
(UNDP) is a key agent for projects fi
nanced by the United Nations Drug 
Abuse Control Fund in countries 
where serious drug problems exist. 
Projects deal with such problems as 
reducing demand for illegal drugs; 
crop substitution; alternative income 
sources; treatment and rehabilitation 
of drug abusers; and law enforcement. 

The United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) is concerned with drug 
abuse as it relates to the estimated 100 
million "street children" worldwide. 
Most are in Latin America, where 
UNICEF is working to improve com
munity environments and provide ser
vices for children in need. 

The World Food Program (WFP) 
supports drug control programs 

through integrated rural development 
schemes aimed at substituting other ag
ricultural products for the illicitly 
grown opium poppy. It also provides 
food assistance for farmers and their 
families in areas where crop substitu
tion is under way. 

Specialized agencies 
United Nations specialized agencies 

are also involved in controlling drug 
abuse and illicit trafficking. 

The World Health Organization 
(WHO), through its global drug de
pendence program, helps States in the 
prevention of drug-related problems, 
and helps determine which substances 
should be placed under international 
control. It assesses the therapeutic use
fulness of particular substances in the 
context of public health and social 
problems related to their abuse. WHO 
also advises drug convention signato
ries on matters related to prescriptions, 
warnings on drug packages and adver
tising, and other measures to prevent 
drug abuse. It also develops guidelines 
and manuals on drug abuse for teach
ers and health professionals; compiles 
lists of essential drugs for basic health 
needs; and organizes interregional 
training courses for physicians on pre
vention of drug abuse and treatment of 
abusers. 

The International Labor Organiza
tion (lLO) focuses on drug-related 



problems in the workplace, vocational 
rehabilitation and social integration of 
drug-dependent persons. It is currently 
studying ways to help workers over
come drug problems. Together with 
WHO, the ILO is preparing a multi
media resource kit to help enterprises 
in developing effective responses to 
these problems. Through its Voca
tional Rehabilitation Branch, it has 
established a network of vocational 
rehabilitation advisers throughout 
various regions. ILO also holds train
ing courses aimed at the vocational and 
social re-integration of drug-dependent 
persons. 

The United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) focuses on drug abuse con
trol through public education, includ
ing teacher-training seminars, produc
tion of printed audio-visual materials, 
and working with media organizations 
to produce radio and television pro
grams. 

Increases in illegal drug traffic by sea 
are of major concern to the Interna
tional Maritime Organization (IMO), 
which has worked with international 
organizations such as the Customs Co
operation Council and the Interna-

tional Chamber of Shipping to develop 
guidelines to combat illicit shipments. 
The IMO has recently compiled interim 
guidelines on the prevention of drug 
smuggling on ships engaged in interna
tional traffic, with the cooperation of 
the Government of the United King
dom, the International Chamber of 
Shipping, and the Customs Co-opera
tion Council. 

Illegal international transport of 
drugs also takes place by air-in lug
gage, cargo, or concealed on passen
gers. The International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) has determined 
that although the volume of drugs 
transported in that manner is signifi
cant, it is relatively small compared 
with other ways of transporting drugs. 
In connection with the elaboration of 
the new international convention on il
licit drug trafficking, the ICAO is 
studying measures to ensure that com
mercial carriers are not used to trans
port illicit narcotics and psychotropic 
substances, including a system of sanc
tions. 

Illicit transmission by mail has also 
increased in recent years. The Univer
sal Postal Union (UPU) and the Cus
toms Co-operation Council have stud-

ied measures to prevent such smuggling 
and encourage accession to the Nairobi 
Convention on the repression of cus
toms offenses. In addition, UPU has 
studied procedures for national postal 
services to help detect the presence of 
narcotics or psychotropic substances in 
transit mail. 

The Food and Agriculture Organiza
tion of the United Nations (FAO) crop 
substitution programs encourage 
opium and coca growers to use their 
land for legal crops. FAO also assists 
projects to raise the income level of 
farmers and reduce the incentive to cul
tivate narcotic crops. It is also studying 
the potential use of remote sensing and 
satellite-image techniques to detect il
licit crops. 

The United Nations Industrial De
velopment Organization (UNIDO) is 
carrying out a number of drug control 
projects, mostly in Africa and Asia, to 
boost the technological capacity of de
veloping countries to synthetically con
vert narcotic substances into legal 
pharmaceuticals. It has implemented 
two UNFDAC-funded agro-industrial 
projects aimed at providing alternative 
sources of income for coca farmers. 

The UN Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs 
The increasing difficulties encountered by law enforce

ment and other government agencies in coping with wide
spread and intensified illicit drug trafficking led the UN 
General Assembly in December 1984 (resolution 391141) 
to call for a new international instrument to address "the 
various aspects of the problem as a whole and, in particu
lar, those not envisaged in existing international instru
ments." 

The Commission on Narcotic Drugs began work on the 
draft Convention against Illicit Traffic in ~arcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Substances in February 1985. In Feb
ruary 1987, the Commission recommended that the Eco
nomic and Social Council. its parent body, establish an 
intergovernmental expert group to review progress so far 
in elaborating the convention, including proposals and 
comments by Governments. A progress report on the 
draft text was among the documents considered by the 
1987 Drug Conference held in Vienna, Austria. 

The draft Convention at present contains 14 articles 
addressing all aspects of illicit trafficking operations 
from clandestine production, manufacture, transporta
tion and distribution of illegal drugs to the "laundering" 
of profits from illegal drug sales. The over-all objective 
of the new instrument is to strengthen international co
operation and coordination among customs, police and 
judicial bodies, providing them with guidelines to in-

tercept illegal drug traffic at all stages. 
Major innovations include draft provisions designed to 

facilitate the identification, tracing. freezing, seizure and 
forfeiture of illegal drug profits. It is expected that con
fiscation of drug monies would be a strong deterrent to 
traffickers. 

The new instrument will also provide for the strength
ening of extradition obligations and adequate sanctions 
for drug traffic offenses. as well as cooperation among 
countries in providing mutual legal and judicial assis
tance for prosecuting drug offenders. 

Other provisions of the draft relate to prevention of 
drug smuggling through exchange of information on 
traffickers and a complex technique for intercepting il
legal shipments, known as "controlled delivery," that in
volves joint efforts of countries to track a shipment along 
its trade route, then apprehend the parties involved in all 
phases of the transaction. 

The draft Convention will also include measures to 

wipe out illegally cultivated narcotic plants and to mon
itor diversion of chemicals, solvents and precursors used 
in illicit processing or manufacture of drugs and psycho
tropic substances. Other provisions seek to prevent illicit 
traffic by sea, via commercial carriers, through the mails 
or through free trade zones and ports. 
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The world 

'Singing Wind' invigorates Europe 

El Viento Canta (The Singing Wind), 
a Latin American Baha'i music and 
dance group which toured Europe last 
summer, opened many doors to new 
teaching opportunities during a visit to 
the Netherlands in June and July. 

In Amsterdam the group performed 
at a public concert series usually re
served for popular rock groups. After 
the concert, which attracted about 700 
people, the director of the series said he 
had never thought to invite such a 
group, adding that the program would 
always be available for the Baha'is if 
they had other groups to offer. 

El Viento Canta also performed in 
July for 250 young people at the Inter
national Baha'i Youth School in De 
Poort. A report says, "They set the 
tone of warmth and spirituality that 
pervaded the school." 

In Portugal, the group performed 
for 200 Baha'is during the Iberian 
Conference at a Catholic school in Lis
bon. 

The support of the mayor was im
portant to the success of another con
cert, this one in the south of Portugal, 
where they performed for an audience 
of almost 2,000. 

During their stay in Portugal, El 
Viento Canta appeared on a popular 
television program. A member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Portu
gal also was on the program, and pre
sented an explanation of the Baha'i 
teachings. 

• 
Baha'is from many European coun

tries gathered April 1-4 at de Poort, 
Netherlands, for the latest in a series of 
North Sea border conferences. 

The European continent, with its 
unique geography and excellent trans
portation among the more than 20 
countries within it, is enabling the Ba
ha'is to develop cooperative ventures 
across national boundaries. 
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Six of the eight members of EI Viento 
Canta (The Singing Wind), a Latin 
American music and dance group com
posed of BaM 'is, pause for a photo be
fore setting out on a European tour 
during the summer of 1988. The group, 

The most recent weekend of work
shops and consultation further en-

Australia 
More than 600 guests attended the 

annual United Nations Day service last 
October 16 at the Baha'i House of 
Worship near Sydney, Australia. 

Among those taking part in the com
memorative event were Robert Vincin, 
vice-president of the UN Association, 
and Annie Wilson, president of 
UNICEF for Australasia. 

Guests included government offi
cials, television and film producers, 
and representatives of a number of 

includes Peruvian, Mexican, 
North American and English musi
cians, drew large audiences in many 
countries and helped create new teach
ing opportunities in Europe. 

hanced international cooperation 
among the Baha'is in Europe. 

humanitarian organizations. 
Following the service, Frank Bray

brook, president of the Men of the 
Trees, helped with a tree-planting cere
mony which honored the memory of 
the Baha'i martyrs in Iran and of the 
late Richard St. Barbe Baker, a Baha'i 
and world-renowned forester. 

Kate Marsh, a Baha'i who is the 
founder of the newly formed group, 
Children of the Trees, attended the 
ceremony with a group of children who 
performed dances. 



Uruguay 
A conference entitled "The Archi

tecture of the Baha'i Edifices," held 
last July 26 in Montevideo, Uruguay, 
attracted 55 people, 30 of whom were 
not Baha'is, including a member of the 
Faculty of Architecture of the eastern 
branch of the National University and 
several students of architecture. 

After an introduction called "The 
Importance of Architecture in the Pro
motion of Humanitarian Ideals," there 
was an audio-visual presentation on 
the main topic of the conference. 

Reporters from local radio and tele
vision stations interviewed the guest 
speaker, architect Neissan Monajem, a 
Baha'i from Brazil. 

He was asked by the Faculty of Ar
chitecture about the possibility of plan
ning a similar event there in the near 
future. 

• 
More than 100 people, 12 of whom 

were Baha'is, attended an "open con
ference" in Montevideo, Uruguay, 
which was one of two scheduled as part 
of the country's Six Year Plan. 

The theme, "New World, New Man
kind, New Horizon for Peace" was ad
dressed by teachers and other profes
sionals who supported their talks with 
slides and other visual aids. 

One result of the gathering was a list 
of 223 professionals, submitted by con
ference speakers, who are interested in 
peace-related efforts and who would 
like information about the Faith. Some 
of these people are now attending Ba
ha'i firesides. 

• 
The Baha'is of UruguilY took part 

officially in a ceremony honoring Gen. 
Jose G. Artigas, a respected national 
hero, during week-long Independence 
festivities in the city of Florida. 

A representative of the National 
Spiritual Assembly and members of the 
Baha'i community of Montevideo ac
cOlnpanied the Baha'is of Florida on 
this occasion. Before the event, the Ba
ha'is were interviewed on a local radio 
station. 

Suriname 
A copy of the Universal House of 

Justice's peace statement was recently 
presented to the secretary to the Am
bassador of China residing in Suri
name. 

Trinidad 
Last November 28, the Spiritual As

sembly of Port of Spain, Trinidad, 
held a candlelight dinner in observance 
of the 75th anniversary of 'Abdu'l
Baha's visit to the West. 

Among the guests was. Augustus 
Williams, the mayor of Port of Spain. 

Included on the program were a pre
sentation by Ganesh Ramsahai of the 
significance of the observance; slides 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha presented by Ken and 
Ana Powers; and music by the North 
Area Singers. 

Nigeria 

Pictured are members of the teaching 
team that took part last August in the 
Kaduna-Gwari Teaching Project in Ka
duna State, Nigeria. Front row (left to 
right) Nastaran Ja'jari, Jonas Wahl
strom, Narcis Ja'jari; second row (left 

For the first time in 15 years, a mass 
teaching project has been held among 
the Gwari tribe in northern Nigeria's 
Kaduna State. Project Kaduna-Gwari 
was held last August 21-27. 

The project was hosted by Baha'is 
Mehrdad and Mina Ja'fari, who live in 
Kaduna, and was supported and super
vised by the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Nigeria. 

Felix Itete, the coordinator, organ
ized four teams of two to three people, 
each of which included one who spoke 
Hausa, the native language. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
was represented by two of its members, 
Mrs. Nikou Amarsingh and Dr. M.H. 
Jamalabadi. 

The candlelight dinner was held in 
marvelous weather on the front lawn 
of the Baha'i National Center. 

• 
The Baha'is of Trinidad were thrill

ed last August by the enrollment in the 
Faith of a long-time friend, the distin
guished former mayor of Port of 
Spain, Joseph Hamilton-Holder, and 
his 16-year-old son. 

to right) Simon Anchu, E. William, 
Joseph Kwasau, Mina Ja'jari, Felix 
Itete, Mehrdad Ja'jari; back row (left 
to right) Robert Miessler, Idede Ezion, 
Paula Wahlstrom, Sunny Egwu. 

Three children-Nastaran Ja'fari, 
Jonas Wahlstrom and Nards Ja'fari
took an active part in the teaching 
work. 

After one week, enrollments totaled 
about 145 including 43 women. Seven 
new local Spiritual Assemlies were 
formed. 

Follow-up visits began immediately 
with Baha'is from Kaduna offering 
tutorial schools in two villages to teach 
English and math and hold Baha'i 
deepening classes. 
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Malaysia 
The Malaysian Baha'i Women's 

Committee helped organize the Na
tional Women's Day celebration, held 
last August 25. 

The observance coincided with the 
Silver Jubilee of the National Council 
of Women's Organizations of Malay
sia (NCWO). The Baha'i Women's 
Committee is reported to be one of the 
NCWO's most active members. 

Among the 1,000 guests at the 
Women's Day celebration were Her 
Majesty, the Queen of Malaysia, and 
several prominent women's leaders. 

One of the seminars, entitled "Vio
lence Against Women," included a 
mock rape trial and a talk on that topic 
by CounseIlor Shantha Sundram. 

• 
New teaching initiatives in various 

parts of Malaysia have resulted in 
many success stories. 

Six people embraced the Cause dur
ing the Baling community's recent 
nine-day teaching campaign; in the 
Kuala Kangsar district, eight people in
cluding seven youth recently were en
roIled; while a teaching trip to Leng
gong by three Baha'i youth led to dec
larations by five people. 

Ghana 

India 
The teaching campaign begun last 

September in Madhya Pradesh, one of 
India's most heavily populated states 
where thousands of professionals and 
academics have recently enroIled in the 
Faith, continued in October. 

In the Morena District, about 20,000 
new believers have been enroIled, 
among whom are two education of
ficers of Jaora and Kailaras and the 
chief municipal officer of Baroda. 

A seminar entitled "Casteism and Its 
Solution" was attended by the upper 
classes of the Jaora public. 

Mass teaching is now under way in 
Bhind and in the Mandsaur district of 
western Madhya Pradesh. 

• 
A telex report dated September 15 

from the State Baha'i Council of An
dhra Pradesh, India, contained news 
of a successful teaching campaign in 
three new tribal areas, opening 12 lo
calities and enroIling 109 people in the 
Faith. 

Other campaigns in that state have 
enroIled 189 people for a total of 298 
new Baha'is in recent months. 

• 
As a result of recent projects orga

nized by the Baha'i Vocational Insti-

Counsellor Beatrice Asare presents a palace in Kumasi. The Counsellor was 
copy of the peace statement, 'The accompanied by a delegation of Ba
Promise of World Peace,' to the Asan- hQ'fs from the National Spiritual As
tahene of Ghana's Asante State at the sembly of Ghana. 
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tute for Rural Women (also known as 
the Faizi Institute) in Indore, Madhya 
Pradesh, India, women in that area are 
being taught to read, write and manage 
money, and are enjoying social rela
tionships with those of other tribes and 
castes. 

Projects were centered last April 
through June in Manpour and Indore 
in the Indore district and in Jhabua 
and Kalyanpura in the Jhabua district. 

The projects took the form of a 
camp in which spiritual education and 
life skills become an integral part of a 
weIl-planned daily program. 

Skills taught include machine knit
ting, working a hand loom, literacy, 
and finance management. 

One woman who became literate and 
learned weaving skills was chosen by 
the government to be an adult literacy 
teacher in her village; three other 
women are now serving on the local 
Spiritual Assembly in their village. 

Sri Lanka 
A teaching campaign that was begun 

last July in Colombo, Sri Lanka, has 
resulted in the enrollment of 20 people. 

Two full-time teachers, helped by 
the Baha'is of Colombo, spend their 
days meeting people and sharing the 
Faith, and their evenings staffing a 
book and poster exhibit. One evening 
each week, they organize a video show . 

• 
Results from a teacher training 

course held last July 30 at the Baha'i 
National Center in Sri Lanka were seen 
less than a week later when one of the 
trainees, from Vaviniya, reported 17 
enrollments in the new locality of 
Thandikulam. 

Canary Islands 
Young Baha'is in the Canary Islands 

recently were given permission to paint 
a mural on a waIl in front of a univer
sity campus. The painting depicts the 
world and representatives of various 
races and includes the following state
ment: ··Peace is not only possible but 
inevitable. The earth is but one country 
and mankind its citizens." 

Many people were attracted to the 
mural and asked questions about the 
Faith. 



Thailand 

The Hand of the Cause of God Col
lis Featherstone and his wife, ~tadge 
Featherstone, visited Asia for two and 
one-half months last summer. 

They spent the first three weeks tour
ing schools and visiting local digni
taries, Baha'is in refugee camps, and 
Baha'i communities in Thailand and 
Vientiane, Laos, near Thailand's 
northern border. 

The Featherstones also traveled to 
other parts of Laos where they gave a 
number of public talks. 

Afterward, they returned to Thai
land and on September 10 visited a ref
ugee camp where nearly 180,000 peo
ple, mainly Cambodians, live. 

They met with the local Spiritual As
sembly and the rest of the Baha'i com
munity in th~t camp, and also visited 
another camp which had recently 
formed an Assembty. About 100 peo
ple gathered there to see them. 

After visiting the camps, the Feath
erstones journeyed to Chiang Mai in 
northern Thailand where they were 
able to help with the teaching work. 

As a result of their meeting with the 
owner of a Thai newspaper, a large 
photograph and article about the Faith 
were published. 

The Featherstones traveled as far 
north as Japan before returning to 
Australia in November. 

• 
A special thrust to reach Six Year 

Plan goals and enroll new believers 
from all strata of society was among 
the results of a National Teaching Con
ference held last October II in Thai
land. 

Fifty Baha'is including four mem
bers of the Continental Board of" 
Counsellors in Asia were present at the 
conference to consult on teaching. 

Plans were made to form local teach
ing teams for the northern, southern 
and northeastern areas of Thailand. 

• 
Twelve native Thais were enrolled in 

the Faith last July 28-31 during the na
tional Baha'i Summer School at Phat
alung, Thailand. 

Baha'is from as far away as Malay
sia took part in the school. 

The Hand of the Cause of God Collis 
Featherstone and Mrs: Featherstone 
(seated in center of photo) visit with 
some of the friends at a refugee camp 
in Thailand during their recent tour of 

Peru 
The unified efforts of Counsellor 

Mas'ud Khamsi of the International 
Teaching Centre, Counsellor for the 
Americas Isabel de Calder6n, four 
Auxiliary Board members, and mem
bers of the National Spiritual Assem
blies of Peru and Bolivia have~om
bined to rekindle Peru's Lake Titicaca 
region. 

A two-day mass teaching workshop 
attended by 60 Baha'is was followed by 
a five-day teaching campaign in which 
1,764 new believers were enrolled in the 
Faith, 738 youth and 1,026 adults. 
These successes were achieved in spite 
of a strike last September 28 during 
which roads in the area were closed. 

A highlight was the teaching work at 
a high school in Villa Quebrada where 
the principal and all the teachers and 
students embraced the Faith. 

The campaign was capped by a two
day conference to evaluate the results 
and determine future directions. Ten 
volunteers offered to continue with the 
consolidation work. 

• 
More than 50 Baha'i radio experts 

gathered last September in Lima, Peru, 
for the second Radio Baha'i Seminar 
sponsored by the International Baha'i 

Southeast Asia. Some of the camps 
have populations of up to lBO, 000 with 
a growing number of Bahd'fs as the 
teaching work continues without 
pause. 

Audio-Visual Centre and hosted by the 
Peruvian Baha'i community. 

Among those taking part were six 
members of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors, all the members of 
IBA VC, and representatives of seven 
Baha'i radio stations, five of whom 
were indigenous people. 

In all, participants came from 14 
countries to share news of the victories 
achieved during the past year and to 
exchange experience and knowledge 
that was gained. 

Among topics discussed were the 
development of Baha'i communities in 
their listening zones, the ongoing spir
itualization of the believers, their edu
cation, and their memorization of the 
Creative Word. 

Luxembourg 
Three Baha'is representing the Ba

ha'i International Community attend
ed an International Symposium on 
"Man, Health, Environment" last 
March in Luxembourg . 

The Baha'is contributed eloquently 
to the discussions and attracted further 
questions from participa~ts following 
the conference. 
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Vanuatu 
The president of the local govern

ment council and a local pastor were 
among the 200 guests who came from 
as far away as the islands of Tanna, 
Malekuti and Efate to attend the open
ing last September 3 of the Luganville 
Baha'i Center at Espiritu Santo, 
Vanuatu. 

One report of the event reads: "The 
believers, men, women and children 
who came down from the inland vil
lages enhanced the occasion with their 
radiant spirits, and their presence in 
the town has had a remarkable effect." 

Included in the celebration were a 
Baha'i Expo and public meeting. 

Alaska 

Pictured with their Den leader, Robert 
Hawkins (left), and tutor, Hassan 
Shajiee, are two nine-year-old Cub 
Scouts, Bahji and Shiraz Nelson, of the 
Tanana Valley (Alaska) Baha'i com
munity, who were recently awarded the 
Bahd'i Religious Emblem for Scouting 
after completing a six-month program 

More than 110 people gathered last 
August at the Chilkat Valley Baha'i 
School on the banks of the lovely Chil
kat River in Haines, Alaska. 

For five days they enjoyed the up
lifting atmosphere and the inspiring 
classes presented by Auxiliary Board 
member Javidukht Khadem, Jack and 
Arden Lee, Omid Furutan and Stan 
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Uganda 
The presentation of the peace state

ment last September 27 to President 
Yoweri Museveni of Uganda was fol
lowed by a 45-minute discussion about 
the Faith. 

Three Baha'i books were presented 
to the president: Gleanings from the 
Writings of Bahd'u 'lIdh, the Kitdb-i
iqdn, and The Earth Is But One Coun
try. 

He asked his press officer to place 
the books in his private library, as he 
said he wished to study more about the 
Faith. 

• 
A three-member teaching team com

posed of an Auxiliary Board member, 

consisting of weekly Baha'i classes, 
three comprehensive projects, and a 
variety of community service activities. 
The Nelsons, who are the first Scours 
in Alaska to receive the Bahd'i em
blem, also earned the Knotted Rope 
patch from the Boy Scouts of the Mid
night Sun Council in Fairbanks. 

Corbett. 
The relaxed schedule provided ample 

time for fellowship as well as for spon
taneous discussion groups on such 
topics as the Word of God, the Spir
itual Transformation Program, Recov
ery Programs and Baha'i education. 
and for sharing Baha'i poetry and 
songs. 

a member of the National Spiritual As
sembly, and a member of the National 
Teaching Committee launched a three
month project last June in Najambe, 
'\1ukono District, near Kampala, the 
capital of Uganda. 

As a result, 32 people have so far 
embraced the Faith, a local Spiritual 
Assembly has been ejected, and a Ba
ha'i Group has been formed in the 
nearby town of Kawolo, thus achieving 
all the main goals of the first phase of 
the project. 

Kenya 
A telex from the National Spiritual 

Assembly of Kenya dated September 
19 relates news of an intensive teaching 
campaign in that country which achiev
ed the formation of 15 new local Spir
itual Assemblies and the enrollment of 
448 new believers . 

• 
The first local Spiritual Assembly in 

the Marsabit District of northern Ken
ya was elected last RiQvan. The Assem
bly, made up of Rendille and Samburu 
tribespeople, is in Sabambe village, 
Laisarnis. 

Another victory was the formation 
of an Assembly in Itheani, Kitui, in 
Kenya's central region. A striking 
feature of this community is that it is 
comprised mainly of young married 
women, their children, and youth. 

Turkey 
An energetic youth committee, the 

friends' commitment to regular fire
sides, and an active teaching committee 
have brought steady growth to the Ba
ha'i community in Turkey. 

Recent teaching has centered on vil
lage areas around Ankara, where sev
eral villages have been opened to the 
Faith in the last year, and on reaching 
the leaders of thought. 

Liberia 
A special Teacher Training Institute 

was held last June 20-30 in Bomi Hills 
in northwestern Liberia. 

Afterward, the Baha'is at the In
stitute took part in a teaching cam
paign, enrolling 500 new believers be
tween July and September. 



· ........ -------------------------------
The Netherlands 

Pictured are many of the 82 people 
from 18 European countries who gath
ered in <DePoort' at Groesbeek in the 
Netherlands last September 8-11 for 
the first European Chinese Teaching 
Symposium. Among those present 

Rwanda 
Last August, the Baha'i community 

of Rwanda received permission to 

broadcast a Baha'i news program each 
Monday on Radio Rwanda. 

This major breakthrough for the 
Faith followed the visit in December 
1987 by a Baha'i delegation to the of
tice of the Director of Information .. -\t 
that meeting, the Baha'is presented in
formation about the Faith and asked 
for permission to produce Baha'i pro
grams for Radio Rwanda. 

Another breakthrough came last 
July when, for the first time, an item 
about the Faith appeared in the gov
ernment newspaper, Imvaho, the most 
widely circulated of Rwanda's three 
newspapers. 

• 
In February, a delegation of Baha'is 

met with the Director-General of Poli
tical Affairs in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to express gratitude to the gov
ernment of Rwanda for its support of 
the United Nations resolution on hu-

were two Mrs. Ursula 
Muhlschlegel and Mrs. Elisabeth 
Muhlschlegel; Paul Koh, representing 
the International Chinese Teaching 
Committee in Malaysia; and Charles 
Pau, representing the National Chinese 

man rights adopted last December by 
the UN General Assembly. 

The 45-minute meeting was held in 
an atmosphere of mutual respect and 
friendship. The Director-General 
thanked the delegation for giving the 
government an opportunity to learn 
more about the Faith. 

Hawaii 
A three-credit university level course 

on the Baha'i Faith is presently being 
offered at the University of Hawaii at 
Hilo. 

Fifteen people were enrolled for the 
first semester of the course, which is 
entitled "A History of the Baha'i 
Faith. " 

Textbooks include The Baha'I' Faith: 
The Emerging Global Religion by Wil
liam Hatcher and Douglas Martin, and 
The Bdb{ and Bahli'{ Religions, 
1844-1944: Some Western Accounts, 
edited by Moojan Momen. 

Teaching Committee in Singapore. 
About 24 Bahd'fs arose to answer the 
call of the Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'I-Bahd Ruhfyyih Khdnum to 
support the teaching work in Taiwan 
and Hong Kong. 

Switzerland 
For the sixth year in a row, a World 

Peace Day celebration has been held in 
Geneva, Switzerland. As in past years, 
the Baha'i International Community 
took part in an interfaith service held 
last September 20 as a part of the 
event. 

In 1981 the UN General Assembly 
proclaimed the third Tuesday in Sep
tember an International Day of Peace, 
coinciding with the annual opening ses
sion of the General Assembly, and in
vited all organizations and individuals 
to observe the occasion. 

This year, the participation of the 
Baha'is was a collaborative effort on 
the part of the Baha'i International 
Community and the Spiritual Assem
bly of Geneva. 

The program included a celebration 
of the 40th anniversary of the Univer
sal Declaration of Human Rights and 
the opening of the W orId Decade for 
Cultural Development, 1988-1997. 
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We are delighted to reaffirm the continuing expansion of the teaching work as evinced 
by the news just received that, during the last three months in Bangladesh, 5,000 souls 
have embraced the Cause of God enabling the formation of 108 new local Spiritual Assem· 
blies. 

In its report, the National Assembly commented on a receptivity unexperienced in the 
past, saying, "all witness ripeness of time." 

Our hearts are filled with gratitude to Baha'u'liah for the increasing efforts being de· 
voted throughout the world to proclaiming, expanding and consolidating His precious 
Faith. 
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World Centre 

Senior officers discuss external affairs 

Pictured with members of the Univer- and Geneva, Switzerland, and repre
sal House of Justice are senior officers sentatives of five National Spiritual 
of the Baha'{ International Communi- Assemblies who met December 30-Jan
ty offices in the Holy Land, New York uary 1 in Haifa. The meeting evidenced 

the ever closer ties of collaboration 
that have been developed between the 
Faith and the United Nations. its agen
cies, and governments in many lands. 

GREA TL Y PLEASED ANNOUNCE I~lPORT ANT CONSULTATIONS WORLD CENTRE PAST WEEKEND WITH 
SENIOR OFFICERS BAHA' f INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY HOLY LAND, NEW YORK, GENEVA, AND REP
RESENTATIVES OF FIVE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES. FAR-REACHING DELIBERATIONS CEN
TERED ON INCREASED EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ACTIVITIES FAITH. MUCH ENCOURAGED EVIDENCES EVER 
CLOSER TIES COLLABORATION WITH UNITED NATIONS, ITS AGENCIES AND NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS 
MANY LANDS, RESULTING EXPANDED SPHERE INFLUENCE FAITH FIELD INTERNATIONAL INITIA
TIVES. HEARTENED BY REVIEW INDICATING INCREASING OPPORTUNITIES SHARE BAHA'U'LLAH'S 
WORLD-REDEEMING MESSAGE VAST REGIONS CHINA, SOVIET UNION AND EASTERN EUROPE. REJOICE 
IN MOUNTING PRESTIGE CAUSE GOD WORLD-WIDE. INVITE ALL FRIENDS JOIN IN OFFERING PRAYERS 
THANKSGIVING BAHA'u'LLAH FOR HIS SUSTAINED ABUNDANT BLESSINGS. 

UNIVERSAl: HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
JANUAR Y 5. 1989 
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Essay 

Some warm memories of 'Abdu'I-Baha 

I first met 'Abdu'l-Baha vicariously, 
so to speak, and it was this meeting 
that brought me into the Baha'i Faith 
in the summer of 1906. It happened 
that being in the vicinity of Green Acre 
that summer I made a pilgrimage there 
to see what it was all about. My curi
osity had been aroused by weekly ar
ticles in the Boston Transcript. At the 
time I was studying for the Unitarian 
ministry at the Harvard Divinity 
School. 

It was a warm Sunday afternoon in 
August. The big tent on Green Acre's 
lower level, where the lecture hall now 
is located, was filled to capacity to hear 
some famous sculptor from New York. 
I was not greatly interested in his lec
ture. It was not for the sake of art that 
I had come, but for the sake of relig
ion. 

At the end of the lecture I went up to 
speak to Sarah Farmer-who had been 
presiding in her own ineffable way, 
shedding a warm spiritual glow upon 
the whole affair. As I had previously 
met her in Cambridge at the home of 
Mrs. Ole Bull, I ventured to recall my
self to her. 

Miss Farmer took my hand in hers 
and cordially held it while she looked 
into my eyes and asked, "Have you 
heard of the Persian Revelation?" 

"No," I answered. 
"Well, go to that lady in a white 

headdress and ask her to tell you about 
it. I know by your eyes that you are 
ready for it." 

What had she seen in my eyes? I do 
not know. But what she had read there 
proved true. For within half an hour 

This article, "Memories of 'Abdu'l
Bahti," by Stanwood Cobb, is re
printed from Baha'i News Nos. 376 
and 377 (July-August 1962). Dr. Cobb 
died December 29, 1982, two months 
after his 101st birthday. 
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We were ushered into a long 
study. . ..1 saw a large desk 
there, but no person sitting at it. 
Only a radiance of light. As we 
approached the end of the room, 
a majestic figure in Oriental 
garb became evident to me. It 
-was' Abdu'I-Baha. 

from that moment I became a confirm
ed Baha'i and have remained so ever 
since. 

But it is of 'Abdu'l-Baha that I am 
writing, and not of myself. How did it 
happen that 'Abdu'l-Baha, seven 
thousand miles away and a prisoner in 
'Akka, could at such a distance con
firm me with such immediacy into the 
Baha'i Faith? 

It happened in this way. The path 
had been prepared, so to speak. For in 
reviewing books for the Boston Trans
cript which dealt with the prevailing 
and rapidly increasing flaws in our 
present civilization, and the need of a 
better world order, I had begun to de
bate deeply with myself on this matter 
of such great universal concern. 

It is true, I thought, that a new and 
better pattern of civilization needs to 
be devised. But even if such a pattern
an ideal pattern-were conceived, who 
could put it over? Could I, as a clergy
man, hope to convert all my congrega
tion to it? Much less could I hope to 
convert the whole country. And no hu
man being could by any conceivable 
power of vision and of personality 
bring all humanity into such a kingdom 
of perfection. 

I still vividly remember how I was 
taking a long walk in the beautiful sub
urb of Chestnut Hill, around the reser
voir, when the solution to this problem 
flashed into my mind. Someone must 

appear with more than human author
ity, in order to win the allegiance of the 
whole world to an ideal pattern for hu
manity. 

This was my general frame of mind 
when Mary Lucas, the "woman in 
white" -a singer just back from visit
ing 'Abdu'l-Baha-took me under an 
apple tree on the sloping lawn and pro
ceeded to unfold to me the Persian 
Revelation. Her exposition was very 
simple. It consisted only of these four 
words: "Our Lord has come!" 

The moment Mary Lucas uttered 
those words I felt, This is it! How did it 
happen that I felt that way? The 
"woman in white" had not discoursed 
to me upon the spiritual character and 
greatness of 'Abdu'l-Baha, nor upon 
the principles of the Baha'i Faith. How 
great is the power of speech, when one 
simple utterance could sweep me
mind, heart and soul-into that Faith! 

But it was more than those four 
words that empowered Mary Lucas to 
so usher me into the Cause. It was 
more than speech itself. It was a unique 
spiritual vibration which Mary Lucas 
had brought from 'Akka that convinc
ed me. And it was the strange cosmic 
dynamism with which her words were 
charged that moved my soul. 

If 'Abdu'l-Baha Himself had stood 
under that apple tree and addressed 
me, I could not have been more <;:on
vinced. For what is distance on the 
plane of spirit? Mary Lucas had 
brought the spirit of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
with her. I felt it, and I was convinced. 
Especially as my own soul had already 
sought out and found the answer to the 
world's dire needs: Someone must ap
pear with more than human authority. 

• 
So that was my first meeting with 

'Abdu'l-Baha-strangely vicarious, 
perhaps predestined. The second meet
ing-with 'Abdu'l-Baha in person 

) 



while He was still a prisoner in 'Ak
ka- took place in the following way. 
In February 1908 I had the great privi
lege of visiting Him in company with 
Lua Getsinger, famous in the annals of 
Baha'i history. 

I accidentally (or was it by destiny?) 
ran into Lua on the steps of Shepard 
Hotel in Cairo, Egypt, where I had 
gone for a few days of travel during the 
mid-year holidays of Robert College 
(Constantinople), in which at that time 
I was a teacher of English and Latin. 

"What are you doing here?" asked 
Lua in great surprise. 

"What are you doing here?" I re
plied, in equal surprise. 

It seems that Lua was on a pilgrim
age to 'Akka, and she urged me to 
leave off my travels in Egypt and join 
her. I explained that I had written 'Ab
du'l-Baha for permission to visit, but 
had been answered that at that time it 
was not advisable. 

"But I have standing permission to 
take anyone with me," urged Lua. 

"But I have arranged a trip up the 
Nile with my friend, Hussein." 

"What is a trip up the Nile com
pared with the privilege of visiting the 
Master?" 

Lua's logic was convincing and her 
ardor compelling. Twenty-four hours 
later saw me ensconced in a room ad
joining 'Abdu'l-Baha's in the historic 
"prison of 'Akka," in reality a large 
compound enclosed within walls. 

My first actual meeting with 'Ab
du'l-Baha was bewildering. We were 
ushered into a long study, lighted by 
large French windows at the farther 
end. I saw a large desk there, but no 
person sitting at it. Only a radiance of 
light. As we approached the end of the 
room, a majestic figure in Oriental 
garb became evident to me. It was 'Ab
du'l-Baha. 

Lua Getsinger, with the devotion of 
a Mary Magdalene, fell to her knees 
and fervently kissed His robe. But 
what was I to do? I am not one who 
can act insincerely. Should I merely 
shake hands with Him? As I stood in 
hesitation, 'Abdu'l-Baha, fully realiz
ing my predicament, saved me from it 
by taking me in His arms and embrac
ing me. 

"You are welcome!" he said. 
Every evening at dinner 'Abdu'l

Baha, Who did not eat at that time, 
helped to serve us. He went around 

from guest to guest, putting more food 
upon the plates. This is the height of 
Oriental hospitality, to serve an hon
ored guest with one's own hands. 

When the meal was over, 'Abdu'l
Baha would give us a brief talk on spir
itual themes. I regret that I have not a 
memory sufficient to recall all that He 
said. But I do recall two of these mes
sages of spiritual wisdom. 

Once He said, "It is not enough to 
wish to do good. The wish should be 
followed by action. What would you 
think of a mother who said, 'How I 
love you, my babe!'-yet did not give 
it milk? Or of a penniless man, who 
said, 'I am going to found a great uni
versi ty!' " 

On another occasion He spoke of the 
need for loving patience in the face of 
aggravating behavior on the part of 
others. "One might say, 'Well, I will 
endure such-and-such a person so long 
as he is endurable.' But Baha'IS must 
endure people even when they are un
endurable!" 

Three extraordinary qualities which 
characterized all of 'Abdu'l-Baha's ut
terances were to be found in these two 
brief conversations: His supreme logic; 
His delightful sense of humor; and the 
inspiring buoyancy with which He gave 
forth solemn pronouncements. 

For instance, when He said, "But 
Baha'is must endure people even when 
they are unendurable," He did not 
look at us solemnly as if appointing us 
to an arduous and difficult task. 
Rather, He beamed upon us delight
fully, as if to suggest what a joy to us it 
would be to act in this way! 

I want to emphasize this important 
point-the joyousness with which 'Ab
du 'I-Baha always depicted the spiritual 
life as He enjoined it upon us. And 
why not? Is man's spiritual life not in 
reality more joyous than any other 
kind of life that he can lead? 

This philosophy of joy was the key
note of all of 'Abdu'l-Baha's teaching. 
"Are you happy?" was His frequent 
greeting to His visitors. "Be happy!" 

Those who were unhappy (and who 
of us is not at times!) would weep at 
this. And 'Abdu'l-Baha would smile as 
if to say, "Yes, weep on. Beyond the 
tears is sunshine." 

And sometimes He would wipe away 
with His own hands the tears from 
their wet cheeks, and they would leave 

His presence transfigured. 
• 

On the occasion of this visit I had 
been under a severe strain at Robert 
College, due to disciplinary troubles. 
That was one of the reasons for my di
versionary trip to Egypt. Also, I had 
been slowly recovering in previous 
years from a nervous depression due to 
overwork at Dartmouth College. I had 
been earning my way through Dart
mouth, and also at the Harvard Divin
ity School. At times I would feel so 
depressed that I should have been glad 
to have found a hole in the ground, 
crawled into it, and pulled the hole in 
after me. I understood at such times 
the Hindu craving for extinction. 

'Abdu'l-Baha came into my room 
one morning without His translator. 
He sat beside me and took one of my 
hands in both of His and held it for a 
minute or two. He had not at any time 
inquired as to my health. He knew. 
From that moment on I found myself 
permanently relieved of these depres
sive moods. No matter how hard the 
going, I have always since then been 
glad to be alive. 

At last, all too soon, the time came 
to go. The three days assigned for our 
visit had come to an end. I shall never 
forget how Lua Getsinger sobbed as if 
her heart would break as she slowly 
descended the long flight of steps, 
looking back frequently at 'Abdu'l
Baha Who stood benignly at the top. 

And I shall never forget how joyous
ly 'Abdu'l-Baha smiled at Lua's tears, 
knowing that they were more precious 
than pure gold. For they were the com
plete offering, at that moment, of 
Lua's heart and soul to the Master
the instinctive expression of her great 
love. 'Abdu'l-Baha knew that these 
were not tragic tears. They were like 
the vernal showers that prelude the rich 
blossoming of spring. 

Needless to say, the ensuing spring at 
Robert College was one of the most 
glorious periods of my life. Never had 
the birds sung so sweetly, the flowers 
and shrubs bloomed so exquisitely, the 
golden sunshine seemed so intoxicat
ing. As for my disciplinary troubles at 
the college, they vanished like mist 
which the sunshine dispels. My pupils, 
some of whom had been carrying 
knives and revolvers, loved me again 
and more than ever. Such was the 

Baha'i News/March 1989 3 



magic power that I brought from 
'Akka. 

• 
Again it was my privilege to VISIt 

'Abdu'I-Bahci in the summer of 1910, 
and this time at His own invitation. I 
was given the privilege of spending a 
week there, in the Persian guest house 
on the slopes of Mount Carmel. 'Ab
du'l-Baha at this time was living in 
Haifa in the home built for Him by 
Mrs. Jackson, having been freed from 
His imprisonment by the Young Turks 
in the summer of 1908. The oppressive 
and cruel governor who had in vain 
sought graft from Him and had threat
ened to send Him to the malign dun
geons of Tunis, had himself met the 
fate he had designed for 'Abdu'l
Baha-the fate of death, and at the 
hands of the Young Turks. And 'Ab
du'I-Baha was enjoying, for the first 
time since His boyhood, the luxury of 
freedom. 

He seemed to me more noble in 
countenance, more regal in bearing, 
more potent in the power of His pres
ence than ever before. Every evening at 
sunset He met with the pilgrims, as
sembled in a large room, and gave a 
spiritual discourse. 

One afternoon I found the pilgrims 
waiting outside at the gate for 'Abdu'l
Baha. He had been making a call upon 
the Turkish consul and was expected 
soon. After a few moments we saw His 
carriage stop at the foot of the short 
hilI, where He got out in order to walk 
the rest of the way for the sake of exer
cise. AIl of the Persian pilgrims stood 
in their customary reverential attitude, 
awaiting His approach with bowed 
heads and arms crossed upon their 
breasts. I alone, as an American, took 
the privilege of watching Him as He 
approached, enjoying the majesty of 
His movements and the nobility of His 
appearance. But as He neared me I in
voluntarily also bowed my head. Some 
power emanating from Him seemed to 
obligate this attitude. So had Professor 
E.O. Browne, the only westerner ever 
to visit Baha'u'Ilab, felt obligated to 
bow his head in the presence of the 
Prophet. 

This power emanating from 'Ab
du'l-Baha was not expressed for the 
purpose of producing submission. It 
was a power which He never expressed 
to non-Baha'is. Let us say, rather, that 
it was a privilege He gave us, of seeing 
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a little behind the veil; of experiencing 
the direct effect of that Cosmic Power 
which in this early period of our devel
opment seems supernormal, however 
normal it may become to us at some 
distant future age of our soul's devel
opment. 

No, 'Abdu'I-Baha never put forth 
any of His spiritual power to dazzle, 
persuade or over-awe skeptics or unbe
lievers. Of this fact I shall later give a 
vivid instance. 

• 
On the day I arrived at Haifa I was 

ill with a dysentery which I had picked 
up in the course of my travels. 'Abdu'l
BaM sent His own physician to me, 
and visited me Himself. He said, "I 
would that I could take your illness 
upon Myself." I have never forgotten 
this. I felt, I knew, that in making this 
remark 'Abdu'I-Baha was not speaking 
in mere terms of sympathy. He meant 
just what He said. 

Such is the great love of the King
dom, of which 'Abdu'I-BaM spoke so 
often and so much. This is a love that is 
difficult, almost impossible, for us to 
acquire-though we may seek to ap
proximate its perfection. It is more 
than sympathy, more than empathy. It 
is sacrificial love. 

Looking back, it seems strange that 
'Abdu'I-BaM did not employ His heal
ing power directly upon me, as He had 
done on the occasion of my previous 
visit. He left me to the care of His 
physician and to the prescribed medi
cations. It took three days for me to get 
on my feet again. 

Why did He not restore me directly 
to health by means of spiritual healing? 
There is some deep spiritUal lesson 
here. It was not 'Abdu'I-Baha's prov
ince to go about healing physical dis
eases. It was His mission to expound 
the Teachings and express the spiritual 
potency of the world's Divine Physi
cian. Physical events and conditions 
are of less importance in our lives than 
the development of our spiritual na
ture. 

In regard to health in general, I will 
quote here a statement which 'Abdu'l
Baha had made to me on my previous 
visit: that health is the expression of 
equilibrium; that the body is composed 
of certain elements, and that when 
these elements are in the right propor
tion, health results; and that if there is 
any lack or preponderance in these ele-

ments, sickness results. 
Thus 50 years ago 'Abdu'I-Baha 

gave in a simple statement to me all the 
truths which the new science of bio
chemistry is now discovering. 

But there is still another cause of ill
ness, 'Abdu'I-BaM went on to say. I1I
ness may be caused by nervous factors. 
Anything that shocks us or affects our 
nerves may also affect our health. 

• 
AlI that has been written to this 

point is a sort of introduction to the 
recording of my memories of 'Abdu'l
BaM on the occasion of His visit to the 
U.S. in 1912. The purpose of this intro
duction is to show what sort of a per
sonage it was that on April 11, 1912, 

. landed at the port of New York for an 
extended visit and lecture tour in this 
country. 

Here was an Oriental in Oriental 
garb, a man Who had been a prisoner 
most of His life, a character Whose life 
was for the most part lived on a spir
itual plane so lofty as to be almost be
yond our comprehension. How did this 
Servant of God meet, fit into and ad
just to the objective, dynamic and ma
terialistic life of America? 

'Abdu'I-BaM, upon landing in New 
York and being surrounded by alert 
and inquisitive reporters, was perfectly 
at home. And why not? Is there any 
limit to the power of the spirit? Was 
not 'Abdu'l-Baha's universal spirit as 
capable of dealing with the fast-vibrat
ing technological Occident as it had 
been in dealing with the mystic and 
more spiritual Orient? We shall see, as 
this narrative continues, how He was 
"all things to all men"; protean in His 
universality; thoroughly at home in 
every environment. 

This majestic figure-in tarboosh, 
turban and flowing robes-drew the 
newspaper men into His aura and im
mediately won their favor. 

"What do you think of America?" 
He was asked. 

.. I like it. Americans are optimistic. 
If you ask them how they are, they say, 
'All right!' If you ask them how things 
are going, they say, 'All right!' This 
cheerful attitude is good." 

And so 'Abdu'l-Baha won reporters' 
hearts and continued to do so through
out His stay in America. He never 
seemed to them, or was described by 
them, as a strange or exotic personal
ity. He always received favorable and 



DStrUctive notices from the press. 
co For eight month~ 'Abdu'I-BaM 

led o"-er the Uruted States from uave d' coast to coast, giving ad resses In 

churches, universities and lecture hct!I~. 
Several of these addresses I was pnvI
leged to attend. As I look back on these 
occasions, I recall more vividly His 
platform presence than the contents of 
His addresses, which of course have all 
been published. 

'Abdu'l-Baha did not, as a lecturer, 
stand still. His movements were very 
dynamic. He paced back and forth on 
the platform as He gave forth His spir
itual utterances. I felt that the general 
atmosphere and the effect of His words 
were enhanced rather than diminished 
by the presence of a translator. For the 
techniques of translation gave' Abdu '1-
BaM a certain spiritual dignity, such as 
could not have been attained by a 
straight address in the language of His 
hearers. 

The situation was as follows: 'Ab
du'l-Baha would make a statement of a 
length within the power of the transla
tor to render; then He would stand and 
smile as the translation was given, or 
He would nod His head to affirm im
portant points. In other words, 'Ab
du'l-Baha did not stand passive during 
the period of translation. He constant
ly illumined this translation with the 
dynamic power of His own spiritual 
personality_ 

And when He spoke, the Persian 
words-so beautiful and strong
boomed forth almost as musically as in 
operatic recitatives. While He spoke 
He was in constant and majestic mo
tion. To hear Him was an experience 
unequaled in any other kind of plat
form delivery. It was a work of art, as 
well as a spiritual service. First would 
come this spiritual flow of thought 
musically expressed in a foreign ton
gue. Then, as the translator set forth its 
meaning to us, we had the added pleas
ure of watching 'Abdu'I-Baha's re
sponse to the art of the translator. It 
was, all in all, a highly colorful and 
dramatic procedure. 

The substance of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
talks, here and in London and Paris, 
has been published and is available for 
study. One can perceive in all of these 
addresses and discussions a peculiar 
adaptation to the Occidental mentality 
and way of thinking. They are, to sum 
it up in one word, supremely logical. 

The author, Dr. Stanwood Cobb, is 
pictured as he presented a talk in 

It was the Greeks who taught the 
world how to think in logical terms, 
and they thereby laid the foundations 
for all Western thought and science. 
From the Greeks we have learned how 
to begin at "A" in order to get to 
"Z"-or as in Greek, from "Alpha" 
to "Omega." 

The Orientals do not think in quite 
this way. Their mentality has never 
submitted to the Greek discipline. 
Their minds are more mystical, more 
immediate in perception. They do not 
have to begin at "A" to comprehend 
the station of "Z." Through spiritual 
sensitivity, through rapid intuitional 
processes, they can often gain an im
mediate awareness or comprehension 
of the ultimate-of the "Omega" it
self. 

All Oriental seers and prophets 
speak oracularly. One sentence, one 
paragraph will contain a wealth which 
a lifetime of thought cannot exhaust. 
Christ spoke this way. BaM'u'llah 
spoke this way. 

But 'Abdu'I-BaM, for the sake of 
the Western world, adopted the Greek 
mode of presentation, carefully elabo
rating His theses and developing them 
from known and admissible premises. 
In no place is 'Abdu'I-BaM ever ob
scure or recondite. If He wishes to pre-

Atlanta, Georgia, shortly be/ore his 
passing in 1982 at the age 0/101. 

sent a great spiritUal truth, He takes it 
up at an initial point where its truth 
will be acknowledged by all, and then 
develops it into a larger presentation 
such as can expand our very minds and 
souls. 

And so, whatever else 'Abdu'I-BaM 
was and in the future will be realized to 
be, it is recognizable even_ ~oday that 
He was God's special gift to the Occi
dent. He translated the oracular teach
ings of BaM'u'llah into a language and 
form easily comprehensible to the 
West. So that no one, having available 
these lucid pronouncements of 'Ab
du'I-BaM, can say that the Baha'i 
Faith is hard to understand. 'Abdu'l
BaM has set forth its Teachings with 
all the lucidity of daylight and the 
warmth of sunlight. 

Regarding the countless personal in
terviews which the Master gave to Ba
ha'is and non-Baha'is alike, volumes 
could be written. I will tell here only of 
the interviews which I personally was 
privileged to have. 

When 'Abdu'I-BaM was in Boston, 
I seized the opportunity to take my 
father to see Him, from our home in 
the suburb of Newton. Father at that 
time was a venerable Boston artist, 
seventy-five years of age-an earnestly 
religious man, devout, spiritual and 
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prayerful. He was sympathetic to my 
adherence to the BaM'i Cause, but he 
had said, "Son, I am too old to 
change." While I was in Constanti
nople, Father had at my request at
tended some of the BaM'i meetings in 
Boston; and now he was glad to have 
the opportunity to visit with 'Abdu'l
BaM. 

But what was my conslernation to 
perceive that Father was taking the 
conversation into his own hands. It 
was an occurrence which I shall never 
forget. Father for some half-hour pro
ceeded to lay down the law to 'Abdu'l
Baha, or let us say, to enlighten Him 
on spiritual themes. Or to be even more 
exact, let us say that Father took the 
opportunity to express to the loving, 
listening ear of 'Abdu'I-BaM the spir
itual philosophy which had guided him 
in life. 

I sat there quite shocked. But I 
didn't need to be. 'Abdu'I-BaM plain
ly was not shocked by this reversal of 
the customary role-He now to be the 
listener and His visitor the discourser. 
He sat there smiling, saying little, en
veloping us with His love. And at the 
end Father came away feeling that he 
had had a wonderful interview. What a 
lesson in humility this was, that 'Ab
du'I-BaM thus exemplified! There are 
so many times when we can help others 
best simply by being good listeners. 

The last interview I had in this coun
try with 'Abdu'I-BaM was in Washing
ton. Strange, that I don't recall what 
He said. My heart was too full to take 
any notes! I can only recall how He 
embraced me at the end, kissed me, 
and said three times: "Be on fire with 
the love of the Kingdom!" 

What is this "love of the King
dom"? That is what humanity must 
henceforward' spend a few thousand 
years to discover and apply to life. Did 
'Abdu'I-BaM mean the love for the 
Kingdom or the kind of love that pre
vails in the Higher Kingdom? Or did 
He mean both these loves? 

Here in these nine words 'Abdu'l
Baba summed. up the gist of all His 
teaching, which was that love applied 
by means of the Holy Spirit is the one 
thing that will solve all problems, both 
of man as an individual and as a collec
tive society. 

• 
The most important interview I had 

with 'Abdu'I-BaM was in Paris in the 
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spring of 1913. I was one of the staff of 
Porter Sargent's Travel School for 
Boys. On my first -visit He inquired 
about the school and asked me what I 
taught. I told Him that I taught Eng
lish, Latin, algebra and geometry. He 
gazed intently at me with His luminous 
eyes and said, "Do you teach the spir
itual things?" 

The question embarrassed me. I did 
not know how to explain to 'Abdu'l
BaM that the necessity of preparing 

I accepted always (' Abdu '1-
Dahs's) statements with humility 
and with total conviction; not 
because of any assumption of 
authority, but because I always 
felt in the depths of my soul that 
what He said was the truth. It al
ways rang true, so to speak. 

the boys for college-entrance exams 
dominated the nature of the curricu
lum. So 1 simply answered: "No, there 
is not time for that." 

'Abdu'I-BaM made no comment on 
this answer. But He did not need to. 
Out of my own mouth I had condemn
ed myself and modern education. No 
time for spiritual things! That, of 
course, is just what is wrong with our 
modern, materialistic "civilization." It 
has no time to give for spiritual things. 

But 'Abdu'I-BaM's question and 
His silent response indicated that from 
His viewpoint spiritual things should 
come first. And why not? The material 
world, as the expression of man's 
spirit, is subordinate to the spiritual 
world. Therefore, education should be
gin with that which is primary and 
causal; and not with that which, as the 
creation of man, is secondary to his 
creative spirit and to the Creative Spirit 
of the cosmos. 

'Abdu'I-BaM kindly invited me to 
bring Porter Sargent and the pupils to 
see Him. Mr. Sargent gladly accepted 
the invitation, and four of the boys 
did. The others had excuses, like those 
people in the Bible who were invited to 
the wedding feast but did not go. One 
boy had to buy a pair of shoes; another 
had planned to take afternoon tea at a 
restaurant where a gypsy orchestra fur
nished music, etc. How many of life's 
important opportunities thus pass us 

by, through our own unperceptiveness 
or neglect! 

I was deeply interested and concern
ed to see what impression 'Abdu'l
BaM would make on the owner of the 
school. Porter Sargent, 10 years my 
senior, was a confirmed and positive 
atheist. He had been a biologist, and 
was suffering from that spiritual myo
pia which so often afflicts this type of 
scientist. But he was an idealist, a 
humanitarian, a man of great vision 
for humanity, and somewhat of a 
genius. 

In one intimate discussion with me 
on the nature of existence, during a 
long hike we took together on the sun
ny island of Capri, he had outlined to 
me his concept of life and the universe. 

"What do you think of it?" he asked 
me, with some eagerness. Perhaps this 
was the first occasion on which he had 
so fully expounded his philosophy of 
life. 

"It is splendid!" I said. "But it only 
covers half of existence." 

"What is the other half?" 
"Spirit. " 
But this other half did not exist for 

Porter Sargent. Idealist that he was, 
creative-minded, somewhat of a poet
I felt sad that not one ray of spirit 
could penetrate the pride of his intel
lect. 

So when this golden opportunity 
came of an interview with 'Abdu'l
BaM, I had great hopes . .vow, in this 
intimate meeting with the Master, I 
thought, Sargent will be forced to 
realize the existence of spirit. 'Abdu'l
Bahti's spiritual potency will at last 
penetrate his shell of skepticism. 

And so, when we came out from the 
hotel after a half-hour conference with 
'Abdu'I-BaM, I eagerly asked, "Well, 
what do you think of Him?" 

I have never forgotten the shattering 
disappointment at the answer: "He's a 
dear, kind, tired old man." 

I was chagrined. But this experience 
taught me two spiritual lessons. The 
first was that skepticism must solve its 
own problems in its own way. The sec
ond truth, even more important, was 
that spirit never forces itself upon the 
individual. It must be invited. 

Theologians have frequently made 
the observation that God could easily 
force us to reverence and to stand in 
awe of Him, if He wished. But He does 
not wish to win man's reverence and 



awe and love by any forceful means. 
The initiative must come from man 
himself. 

And so in the case of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
I noticed on many occasions that He 
never expressed spiritual power for the 
purpose of dazzling people, or of win
ning them to a spiritual allegiance for 
which they were not inwardly prepar
ed. The greater the receptivity of the 
individual, the greater was the revela
tion of spiritual potency which 'Ab
du'l-Baba displayed to them. 

Thus Juliet Thompson, who painted 
'Abdu'l-Baha's portrait, has testified 
to the glorious revelations of Himself 
which her Subject at times made to her. 
In similar vein have testified the Kin
neys, with whom 'Abdu'l-Baba spent 
several days. And May Maxwell once 
told me that she had received, on one 
sacred occasion in the presence of 'Ab
du'l-Baha, such a revelation of Him 
that she would never attempt to de
scribe it. 

But materially-minded people 'Ab
du'l-Baha met upon their own plane, 
as He did Porter Sargent. And as I also 
saw Him do in Washington with the 
Turkish ambassador, on the occasion 
of Mrs. Parsons' reception. This being 
a social affair, 'Abdu'l-Baha did not 
play the part of the Master, but the 
part of a guest amenable to the situa
tion. And anyone who had looked into 
the large reception room, as I did, and 
had seen 'Abdu'l-Baha sitting in a cor
ner and exchanging humorou~' stories 
with the ambassador would have seen 
in 'Abdu'l-Baha's facial expressions no 
trace of spiritual power. For He was 
not here primarily for spiritual pur
poses, but to playa social part. 

'Abdu'l-Baha was indeed "all things 
to all men." He was protean. If some 
were prepared only to see Him as the 
Old Man of the Sea, such He was to 
them. But if they were prepared to see 
Him as more than this, the degree of 
their receptivity was proportionately 
blessed. 

• 
In all my interviews with 'Abdu'l

Baha I had an extraordinary feeling of 
receiving truth from a higher plane 
than that of the mere intellect. Man's 
intellect is an organ of discrimination, 
an instrument for analysis and attack. 
As we listen to otn..ers more learned 
than ourselves we are pleased to receive 
information, but we consciously re-

serve the right of judgment. Some of 
the things said to us we accept imme
diately; some with reservations; and 
some we inwardly oppose. No matter 
how wise, how learned the teacher, we 
reserve the right of our own judgment. 

But with 'Abdu'l-Baha it was differ
ent. I accepted always His statements 
with humility and with total convic
tion; not because of any assumption of 
authority, but because I always felt in 
the depths of my soul that what He 
said was the truth. It always rang true, 
so to speak. Let us say, as it was said of 
another great leader of men, that He 
spoke "with authority." 

In the course of His lectures here and 
abroad, 'Abdu'l-Baba discoursed on 
many topics. Whefe did He get His 
wide knowledge of things and of af
fairs? He had had but one year of 
schooling at the age of seven. He had 
been a prisoner all His life. He had few 
books, no scholarly library, no ency
clopedias. 

Yet at Schenectady, as 'Abdu'I-BaM 
was being shown around the General 
Electric Works by Steinmetz, this 
"wizard of electricity" was observed to 
be eagerly absorbing 'Abdu'I-Baha's 
elucidation of electricity. The Rev. 
Moore, Unitarian clergyman who was 
present at the time, testified to me: 
"Steinmetz's jaw seemed to drop open 

Uruguay 

Pictured are some of the participants in 
Baha'i children's classes in Florida, 

as he drank in 'Abdu'I-BaM's talk." 
• 

."'Abdu'I-Baha, do You know every
thIng?" Saffa Kinney is said to have 
asked. 

"No, I do not know everything," He 
replied. "But when I need to know 
something, it is pictured before Me." 

And so 'Abdu'l-Baha, on the occas
ion of His tour of the General Electric 
Works, knew more about electricity 
than did Steinmetz. 

Shoghi Effendi has said that intui
tion is a power of the soul. It was this 
power that was always available to 
'Abdu'I-BaM, and available in its 
totality. He has spoken many times of 
this "immediate knowledge" -this 
knowledge attained without the means 
of books or other humans, this strange 
intuitive power which to some degree is 
available to us all. 

And often, in closing an interview 
after answering some abstruse ques
tion, 'Abdu'I-BaM would say, "Time 
does not permit of further answer. But 
meditate on this, and the truth will 
come to you." 

And so-although 'Abdu'l-Baha is 
no longer with us to answer our ques
tions-the power of the Holy Spirit so 
strong in Him is still available to us, to 
guide, to fortify, to heal. 
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Development 

Review of activities around the world 

The worldwide Baha'{ community is 
growing in size, in strength, and in ca
pacity. One clear indication of this ex
pansion is the attention that Baha'i' 
communities are now giving to social 
and economic development. Develop
ment activities are a natural part of the 
growth of the Baha'[community; they 
are a visible demonstration of Baha '
u'lIah's Teachings put into practice, 
and cause the community to advance 
both spiritually and materially. 

Baha'l'development means using the 
tools of the Faith-consultation, the 
network of administration, and human 
qualities such as humility and self-sac
rifice-to confront the challenges of 
growth, to solve problems, and carry 
the community forward. Every society 
has needs and problems that even the 
smallest Baha'I' community can begin 
to address. The following are some ex
amples. 

AFRICA 
Development aCtlvltles in the- Afri

can continent have attracted public 
support because they address local 
needs and are implemented by local 
communities, creating a sound founda
tion for further growth. 

Kenya 
The youth of leberen have been at

tending poultry-farming seminars in 
Gisambai and Bukuru and have visited 
a smaIl-scale farm in Maragoli to pre
pare for their own poultry-farming and 
pig-raising project. 

Among the busy program of activ
ities enjoyed by the Menu youth is a 
vegetable-growing project. (From 
"Arise," the newsletter of the National 
Youth Committee, December 1988) 

Zaire 
During September, a two-week 

health education training program in 
the village of Mubambiro trained local 
Baha'is as leaders in health education 
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During the first week a play bas
ed on the importance of going to 
the clinic to have children weigh
ed and immunized was presented 
to the Baha'i community and the 
health staff of the local clinic, 
and received much praise from 
both audiences. 

and the broad aspects of social and 
economic development, helped the 
local community with a tree-planting 
project, and received praise from local 
government officials. (Mubambiro is 
also the site of a Baha'i project devoted 
to the advancement of the Bayanda 
(Pygmy) people.) 

The training program was organized 
by the regional social and economic 
development committee of Kivu 
(CREDESE), and based on lessons 
from the Kenyan and Tanzanian Ba
ha'i Health Education Programs. 

Ten Baha'is including three women 
and two members of th~ Bayanda tribe 
were chosen by their local Spiritual As
semblies to attend. 

The daily program began with a 
deepening session which helped to es
tablish a spiritual basis for the course. 
By the end of the two-week period, 
students were all involved in teaching 
various health-related topics using sim
ple teaching aids-blackboards, health 
leaflets, and role-playing, the last an 
important aspect of the training, used 
to emphasize important points. 

During the first week a play based on 
the importance of going to the clinic to 
have children weighed and immunized 
was presented to the Baha'i community 
and the health staff of the local clinic, 
and received much praise from both 
audiences. 

During the second week the program 

focused on the role of the health edu
cator in the village and involved prac
tice teaching with groups of villagers. 

To demonstrate to the trainees their 
broader role in social and economic 
development, a survey was conducted 
to evaluate the greatest needs of the vil
lage, and a project was chosen to fill 
that need. The survey took the form of 
a "village walk." Trainees visited each 
home, noting the problems of the vil
lage. As a result, they decided to help 
the local Assembly of Mubambiro to 
plant seedlings along a path to the vil
lage-inadequate firewood is a daily 
concern for the villagers. 

A report describing the project says 
in part: "On Thursday morning a 
community-wide meeting was held in 
the Baha'i Centre. Sixty people came, 
including children and youth and three 
friends of the Faith. The importance of 
trees to the community was discussed 
and then an explanation of how to 
plant a tree was given .... Over 250 
trees were planted in less than two 
hours .... Unity in spirit and action 
was manifest in this project, which was 
started by the community because they 
saw a problem and a way to potentially 
solve it. It was a project that was car
ried out by the community with vir
tually no outside help .... The result 
was a sense of pride and self-worth that 
was tangible." The report adds that 
when traditional dances took place that 
evening, "the friends in Mubambiro 
danced longer than usual." 

On the final day the hospital admin
istrator gave a welI-received talk at the 
closing ceremoriy, and while praising 
the work of the Baha'is, promised his 
support to the health educators in the 
area. (Report from an individual re
ceived November 10, 1988) 
THE AMERICAS 

Initiatives exemplifying consultation 
and unified action, directed through 



the Baha'i administrative channels to 
address current community needs, 
have enriched the Baha'i community's 
experience while strengthening bonds 
with the public. 

Alaska 
A grounds well of involvement in ac

tivities confronting problems related to 
alcoholism is emerging among the Ba
ha'is and the community at large. 

Last June, the local Spiritual Assem
bly of Ocean view and the Office of 
Teaching and Consolidation worked 
together to support the fifth annual 
Rural Provider's Conference, sponsor
ed by RurAL-CAP (a social service 
organization operated by Native ~mer
icans in Alaska), at Glenn-allen ID the 
southeastern area of the country. One 
of the paramount aims of RurAL-CAP 
is to eliminate alcohol and drug abuse 
from the native community by the year 
2000. The Baha'is were invited to take 
responsibility for feeding the 500 rural 
health providers and villagers who 
took part in the conference and to or
ganize their bus and air transportation. 

In the course of supporting this im
portant social issue, the Baha'is were 
able to share the Faith through action. 
A letter received from the conference 
coordinator expresses gratitude and the 
hope of further collaboration: "On be
half of RurAL-CAP Alcohol Depart
ment I would like to take this opportu
nity to express our gratitude to the Ba
ba'i people ... our program is look
ing forward to a long working relatIOn
ship with you in the future." 

The Baha'i participants were equally 
grateful for the chance to serve the 
community in this way. (Report from 
Alaska Baha'I News, August 1988) 

ASIA 
In many Asian countries the admin

istrative network of the Baha'i Faith. 
being based on a spiritual foundati~n 
where the aim, above all, is the uplItt
ment and restoration of human dig
nity, is acknowledged by the pu?lic as 
praiseworthy, strong and endunng In 

contrast to the community at large 
which is often battered by opposing 
forces. 

The implementation of educational 
and health projects in response to lo.:al 
needs has, over a period of time, seen 
significant changes in attitudes. 
Philippines 

The people of the Mangyan tribes in 

Oriental Mindoro were first introduced 
to the Faith during the mid-'60s. Soon 
after, the first local Spiritual Assembly 
was formed, and during the Five Year 
Plan the first tutorial school was estab
lished, fulfilling one of the Philippines' 
goals. 

Over the past two years a health pro
ject among the Mangyan p~ople ~as 
been working to control and ImmUDIze 
against an upsurge in the incidence of 
malaria. The Baha'is' commitment to 
this project, the manner in which they 
operate, and the effectiveness of the 
Baha'i network have won the trust and 
support of government health authori
ties who, a September report from the 
National Spiritual Assembly states, are 
now expressing "much eagerness and 
enthusiasm to work with the Baha'is." 

The report continues: "The medical 
team sent by the Central Office and 
provincial coordinator was very im
pressed with the Baha'i group ~ecause 
of the initiative, zeal and enthusiasm to 
help the far-flung communities. . . 

"A seminar given by the ProVInCial 
~alaria Control Unit, attended by Ba
ha'i tutorial school teachers and Mang
yan local Assembly members, was very 
successful." The Baha'is, it says, are 
now considered volunteer workers. 

"An encouraging development," a 
report sent last July by the National 
Spiritual Assembly, says, "has taken 
place in these areas. Whereas before 
when asked who their leader was, the 
\-Iangyans would immediately point to 
their teacher as the spokesman 
and ... protector of the community. 
Now when asked ... they immediate
ly say it is the local Assembly and all 
decisions are made by the local . .. As
sembly. " 

In addition, on August 24 the Ba
ha'is, the only religious group invited, 
attended a meeting in Mansalay on the 
topic of community development, at 
the invitation of the local government 
organizers. 
AUSTRALASIA 

Initiatives addressing local needs and 
using available resources have demon
strated the ability of Baha'is to coor
dinate activities involving various peo
ple from the public sector '. and t~ pro
vide practical measures With which to 
meet those needs. 

These projects are simple but effec
tive, providing a solid foundation for 
further development. 

$ 

Papua New Guinea 
A Child Education Teacher Training 

and Regional Women's Institute held 
last September 16-18 in Rabaul used a 
lively program of demonstrations and 
workshops on child education, talks, 
and special presentations by three guest 
speakers-all experts in community 
health and education. 

About 50 people from the northern 
Solomons as well as New Ireland and 
New Britain took part. Talks covered 
an historical overview of the emancipa
tion of women and principles for 
peace. 

The guest speakers, Diane Gold
smith, provincial nutritionist; Ros.e 
Porowai, senior inspector of commUDI
ty schools; and Barbara Maira, presi
dent of the Council of Women and a 
former family welfare officer, gave 
practical advice from their fields ~f ex
pertise. (Report from the NatIOnal 
Spiritual Assembly of November 21, 
1988) 

• 
A report from the Continental 

Board of Counsellors of November 24 
relays news of the active involvement 
of women in the administrative chan
nels of the Faith and the full support 
for women's initiatives demonstrated 
by the men in this active community. 

Last year, the report says, the per
centage of women on national and r:
gional committees in Papua New GUI
nea was close to 50 percent, and there 
has been more than a two-fold increase 
in the number of women appointed as 
assistants to Auxiliary Board members. 
Sustained women's activities are under 
way in Port Moresby. Lae, Rabaul, 
Goroka and several rural areas of the 
country. 

• 
A three-day women's conference in 

Mt. Brown, Central Province, one of 
the most remote areas of the country, 
which was organized by the village 
women themselves, brought together 
more than 50 participants. During the 
conference, the men took charge of 
child-Minding, cooking, washing and 
fetching water, thus giving their full 
support to the conference. The report 
notes that these events are novel a~d 
are considered major achievements 10 

this part of the country. 
• 

A weekend women's conference held 
last November at the National Baha'i 
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Centre in Lae is reported to have 
drawn "an unexpected massive partici
pation of women" who ar~ not Ba
ha'is. A report in "The Baha'i Faith" 
(news from the National Office) for 
November adds that members of the 
Morobe (Province) Women's Associa
tion, which was holding its general 
meeting in Lae, attended the event, and 
"the women were most impressed with 
the Baha'i men who supported the 
seminar by preparing and serving 
'mumu' (a traditional food) on the Sat
urday evening." 

Charts and videos were used as 
teaching aids, presenting a broad range 
of health-related topics with the help of 
experts in the field. 

• 
Two other women's conferences are 

Thailand 

. 

/ 
, 
,j 

,. 
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Golbang Jaffari, an J J -year-old Baha'f 
from Thailand, holding her Arc Fund 
project, is pictured with the Hand of 
the Cause of God Collis Featherstone 
and Mrs. Madge Featherstone during 
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reported to have taken place recently in 
the heart of the Highlands (Goroka 
and Lae), with 10 and 30 participants 
respectively. All of the above activities 
have resulted in radio and newspaper 
coverage on a national scale. 

Fiji 
A pioneer living in Fiji has begun a 

social development program while 
studying children's literature at a uni
versity. With her two small children 
and a university lecturer, she has in
itiated a weekly story-reading program 
at an orphanage that houses 60 child
ren, a 20-minute drive from her home, 
The event begins with story-reading in 
a large group setting and is followed by 
smaller group readings with the older 
children reading to younger ones. Each 

fllllllll't 

their recent visit to Thailand. Golbang 
was inspired to begin a project to save 
money for the Arc Fund after hearing 
about it following the International 
Convention in Hai/a, Israel. 

week the children's library book dis
plays are changed. (Report from an in
dividual Baha'i dated September 1988) 

El"ROPE 
The Baha'i communities in many 

parts of the world are realizing that 
they can reach and help heal the racial 
problems of their societies by present
ing the Baha'i vision of cultural har
mony and the value of diversity, in 
contrast to the increasingly blatant rac
ism and polarization developing in 
these countries. 

The Netherlands 
Responding to the racial tensions 

created by a lack of understanding be
tween the immigrant populations and 
the Dutch people, the Baha'is in the 
Netherlands organized a conference on 
the theme of "The Multi-Ethnic So
ciety of the Future, " showing the pub
lic the positive enrichment that such 
di\'ersity potentially offers. 

A.n article in the Septem ber 27, 1988, 
issue of Baha'f Berichten says that 
"about 600,000 foreigners" reside in 
the Netherlands, a country whose total 
population is about 14.568,000. The 
article continues, "In Amsterdam half 
of the elementary school children come 
from immigrant families. 

"Many Dutch people have trouble 
defining their attitude toward these 
newcomers, and it appears that for
eigners have difficulty finding their 
way in our complicated society. 

"Are we able to integrate ethnic and 
religious minorities within our society 
while maintaining our own identity? 
Can Dutch people . . . experience an
other culture as an enrichment of their 
own world? ... What is intercultural 
education?" 

To address these questions and ways 
of eliminating discrimination, two days 
of workshops and talks were held last 
October at the De Poort conference 
center. Speakers and workshop facili
tators were professionals with a wide 
range of experience and knowledge, 
derived from working in the field of 
inter-cultural relations. 

A report in Bahd'i Berichten for 
November 4 says: "The participating 
Baha'is were able to experience how 
important it is to organize and attend 
such conferences, where we can clearly 
play an important, inspiring and con
ciliatcry role." -

--------------------------------.----
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The world 

'Trail of Light' brightens 'Cari~ Week' 

During September 1988, a four
member Carib (Garifuna Indian) Ba
ha'i music and dance team from the 
"Trail of Light" project in Belize and 
Honduras made a memorable week
long visit to their fellow Carib people 

Fiji 

-
Fourteen Baha'f women from 11 Pa
cific Islands were given official ob
server status at the South Pacific Com
mission Women's Affairs Conference 
held last September 17-23 in Fiji. Pic-

A group of young Baha'is from 
Moce in the Lau Island group of the 
Fiji Islands is cutting sugar cane to 
raise money for the Fund and to travel 
to the second Baha'i World Congress, 
to be held in New York City in 1992. 

It was reported in Talanoa (Fiji Ba-

in Dominica. 
The visit corresponded with the an

nual celebration of Carib Week. 
The group was received at Roseau 

Airport by the Carib chief, Irvince Au
guiste, whose council acted as host to 

tured are Mary Sawicki Power (left), 
delegate from the Baha'i International 
Community in New York City, and 
Counsellor for Australasia Tinai Han
cock. 

ha'i News) for October/November 
1988 that the group of cane cutters 
• ·cuts and loads more trucks per day 
than anyone has ever done and they 
have become the talk of the place be
cause of -their hard work." 

the group during its stay. 
The team was interviewed by a crew 

from a local television station, and the 
interview was broadcast September 30 
on a weekly cable TV news program. 

The five-minute feature about the 
"Trail of Light" marked the first time 
a program about the Faith had been 
broadcast in that area. 

On three occasions Dominica Broad
casting Service, the national radio sta
tion, mentioned the group as part of a 
news report, and on October 5 a radio 
interview with the team was aired as a 
special news feature. 

An article and photograph of the 
group appeared in Dominica's weekly 
newspaper, The New Chronicle. 

At the gala cultural show for Carib 
Week on October 2, the group pre
sented a 20-minute dance and drum 
performance for 500 people. 

Afterward, gifts were exchanged be
tween the Trail of Light team and 
Carib Council. In addition, presenta
tions of the Universal House of Jus
tice's peace statement were made to 
other officials and a copy of the Kitab
i-fqan was presented to the Carib chief. 

Grenada 
At a meeting last October II of the 

United Nations General Assembly, 
Grenada's Minister of External Af
faIrs, Ben Joseph Jones, made a strong 
plea for that body to take steps to se
cure for the Baha'is in Iran "their 
God-given right to the sacred freedom 
to worship God in their own way." 

The continuance of the problem in 
Iran, he said, will always be a hin
drance to the attainment of peace and 
stability in that country, and, he add
ed, "I call upon this august body to 
take such steps as would cause the 
Iranian government to grant to the Ba
ha'is their God-given right. ... " 
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New Zealand 

About 200 people gathered last Sep
tember 16 to celebrate the dedication 
of a new Baha'i Center in Onehunga, 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

The date coincided with the anniver
sary of the passing of the Hand of the 
Cause of God Enoch Olinga, in whose 
memory the Center is named. Mr. 
Olinga visited Auckland in 1958. 

The ceremony was opened with a 
Maori welcome, speeches and music. 
Next came a talk by Ephraim Te Paa, a 
Maori elder from the far north of the 
country, who shared his recollections 
of Mr. Olinga. 

Grace Olinga Manins, a daughter of 
the Hand of the Cause, then presented 
a talk dedicated to her father's mem
ory. 

Messages from several Baha'i com
munitie~ in New Zealand were read and 
gifts presented. 

Members of the 'Spirit of Badi' teach
ing campaign in New Zealand enjoy a 
moment of relaxation and fellowship. 
During the campaign 95 adults, youth 
and children, divided into 19 teams, 
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Grace Olinga Manins presents a speech 
dedicated to her late father, the Hand 
of the Cause of God Enoch Olinga, at 
the opening of a Baha'i Center in 
Auckland, New Zealand, last Septem-

traveled the entire length of New Zea
land's South Island. Friendships were 
made with elders in Maori communi
ties, and seven new believers were en
rolled. 

ber. The Center, named in honor of 
Mr. Olinga, was opened on the anni
versary of his passing. About 200 peo
ple attended the event. 

Zambia 
The Baha'is of Zambia were given a 

pleasant surprise as they manned their 
booth at the annual Agricultural Show 
in Lusaka. 

A group of young people, immacu
lately dressed in school uniforms, ap
peared with their headmaster, march
ing toward the booth and singing a 
popular Baha'i song, "We Are Walk
ing in the Light of Baha'u'llab." 

The Zambian Baha'is soon learned 
that the group was part of the govern
ment of Zimbabwe's formal participa
tion in the show, and that the head
master, a Baha'i, and many of his stu
dents, who are also Baha'is, were 
pleased to see the booth and decided to 
surprise the Zambian Baha'is. 

The Agricultural Show is visited 
each year by an estimated 100,000 to 
200,000 people from Zambia and 
neighboring countries. Under the di
rection of the Spiritual Assembly of 
Lusaka, Baha'is have taken part reg
ularly in the show by organizing a Ba
ha'i display. 



£ 

Tbe Netherlands 
Twenty-eight Baha'is from 10 coun

tries took an active part last July 23-30 
in the 73rd Cniversal Esperanto Con
gress at the De Doelen Center in Rot
terdam, the Netherlands .. 

In all, 2,800 EsperantIsts from 61 
countries attended the Congress. 

Baha'is made two official presenta
tions: the fIrst, centered on the Baha'i 
House of Worship in India, was by 
Pierre Daoust of Luxembourg; the sec
ond, an introduction to the Faith by 
Luc Feidangi of the Central African 
Republic, was the first talk ever given 
by an African at a Universal Esperanto 
Congress. 

On behalf of the Universal House of 
Justice, the Bahaa Esperanto-Ligo 
(BEL) presented a contribution to the 
worldwide Esperanto movement to 
help construct an Esperanto Cultural 
Center in Bialystok, Poland, the birth
place of Dr. Ludwig Zamenhof, who 
invented the international language in 
1887. 

The contribution was made in mem
ory of Dr. Zamenhof's daughter, 

Central African Republic 
A Baha'i conference in Salangar vil

lage, about 30 kms (I8 miles) from 
Bimbo and Bangui in the southwestern 
area of the Central African Republic, 
drew about 70 people, among whom 
were the village chief, local dignitaries. 
and representatives of the Catholic and 
Apostolic churches. Also present was a 
representative of the National Spiritual 
Assembly. 

Among those at the conference were 
50 pygmies. Four Baha'is came on foot 
from Bangui while 15 traveled from 
Bimbo. 

The event coincided with the anni
versary of the introduction of the Faith 
in that locality. Topics discussed in
cluded the role of women, the Baha'i 
law concerning alcohol, and the Baha'i 
Funds. 

Leeward Islands 
A Caribbean Women's Conference, 

sponsored by the Baha'is of the Lee
ward Islands, was held last September 
9-11 on the island of Antigua. Par
ticipants, half of whom were not Ba
ha'is, carne from 12 countries. 

Lidia, who was a BaM'i and an out
standing teacher of Esperanto. 

One room in the Center, which is ex
pected to be completed in 10 years, will 
be named for Lidia Zamenhof. 

During the "Tago de la Paco" (Day 
of Peace), which has become a tradi
tional part of the Esperanto Congress, 
Heinz-Dieter Maas, the chairman of 
BEL, presented the Baha'i statement 
on nature, which was translated into 
Esperanto and published for the occas
ion. 

Mr. Maas also represented the Faith 
during an interfaith meeting. 

The next two Universal Esperanto 
Congresses will be held in Brighton, 
England (1989) and Havana, Cuba 
(1990). 

Bangladesh 

A Bahti 'f delegation presents a copy of 
The Baha'i World, Vol. XVIII, to the 
vice-president of Bangladesh, Justice 
Nurul Islam (right), during a meeting 

A Women's Conference held last 
\lay 14 at Lota Village, Khulna, Ban
gladesh, drew 60 women and men, 
among them a representative of the 
:-':ational Women's Committee and a 
traveling teacher from Singapore. 

As a result, 23 people including 
members of six families embraced the 
Cause. 

• 
The Spiritual Assembly of Dacca, 

Bangladesh, operated a free medical 

$ a _ 

Northern IreJand 
Fifty-three people took part in a 

North-South Conference last Septem
ber in Londonderry, Northern Ireland, 
whose purpose was to explore ways to 
promote the Faith within the Catholic 
community. 

Representatives from. the National 
Spiritual Assemblies of the United 
Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland 
emphasized the need for collaboration 
in this common teaching goal. 

On one afternoon a room was rented 
in Shantallow, a predominantly Cath
olic area of the city, and 26 partici
pants gathered there to pray, after 
which they went out to meet the local 
people, putting inro practice ideas gen
erated during the conference. 

last August 14. The Baha'fs were 
warmly received by the vice-president 
who asked many questions about the 
Faith during an ensuing discussion. 

camp at the country's Baha'i National 
Center last September 15-30 to care for 
victims of the recent flood disaster. 

The service was advertised in the 
newspaper and by a banner fixed at the 
roadside near the Center. 

A Baha'i from Mymensingh, who is 
also a medical worker, received pub
licity in local papers for his services, 
rendered while traveling and teaching 
in the area. 
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Baha'i International Community 
Last December 15, two representa

tives of the Baha'i International Com
munity to the United Nations in New 
York City, Dr. Victor de Araujo and 
Mary Sawicki Power, met with the 
deputy Permanent Representative of 
the USSR to the UN, Victor Zvezdin, 
and the Counselor at the Mission, Sem
yon Dzakhayev, to express the sym
pathy of Baha'is around the world for 
the suffering experienced by the Arme
nian people as a result of the recent 
earthquake disaster. 

The half-hour meeting included a 
discussion of the global nature of the 
Baha'i community and its involvement 
in peace-oriented issues and social and 
economic development. 

Yugoslavia 
Nineteen young Baha'is from eight 

countries were among the 700 partici
pants representing more than 40 coun
tries at the 44th World Esperantist 
Youth Congress held last July 15-22 in 
Zagreb, Yugoslavia. 

It marked the first time that a dele
gation of Baha'is was invited by the 
World Esperanto Youth Organization 
(TEJO) to attend the Congress. 

Two lectures were given by Baha'is, 

Laos 

The Hand oj the Cause oj God Collis 
Featherstone and Mrs. Madge Feather
stone join a group oj children at the 
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At the request of Mr. Zvezdin, Ba
ha'i statements on disarmament are be
ing sent to him along with a copy of the 
peace statement, which is also being 
sent to Mr. Dzakhayev. 

A contribution was given to the Rus
sian representatives as a token of Ba
ha'is' concern for the well-being of the 
afflicted Armenian people. 

• 
The Baha'i International Communi

ty's office in New York City was re
cently elected to serve as Secretary of 
the Board of the "Conference on Non
Governmental Organizations in Con
sultative Status with the Economic and 
Social Council of the United Nations" 
(CONGO) for 1989-91. 

one on the principle of consultation 
and the other accompanying a slide 
program about the Faith. 

At an interfaith meeting during the 
Congress, Baha'is made up half of the 
audience. 

An article in an issue of the Congress 
newspaper mentioned the newly found
ed youth section of the Bahaa Esper
anto-Ligo (Baha'i Esperanto League). 

National Baha'l Center in Vientiane 
during their visit last year to Laos. 

-
CONGO is an uI!lbrella group which 

ensures that all consultative NGOs 
have equal and direct access to the UN 
and have the 0I?portunity to take part 
10 the NGO dImension of UN pro
grams and activities. 

The board is elected every three 
years when the General Assembly of 
the conference convenes, on an alter
nating basis, in New York City or 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

The BIC has been a member organi
zation of CONGO since gaining Con
sultative status in 1970. This is the first 
time it has been elected to serve as Sec
retary. 

Belize 
An extensive teaching campaign 

which resLllted from a meeting between 
Counsellor Hedi Ahmadiyyih and the 
~ational Spiritual Assembly of Belize 
is using the arts as a medium for 
teaching. 

The campaign, aided by Robert Re
neau, a Baha'i musician from Belize 
who now lives in the United States, has 
swept through the country, inspiring a 
renewed spirit of action, especially 
among the youth. 

Mr. Reneau, who was invited by the 
~ational Spiritual Assembly to take 
part in the campaign, organized a 
group of youth, teaching them songs 
and dances. More items were added to 
the show that developed as the group 
moved from one district to another, 
finally covering all districts in Belize. 

The highlight was a performance at 
the Bliss Institute auditorium in Belize 
City which was advertised on radio and 
television. Mr. Reneau was interviewed 
on radio about his visit to Belize. 

A significant feature of the cam
paign is that many of the young people 
taking part are residents of Belize, 
whereas past teaching efforts were car
ried out mainly by traveling teachers. 

West Malaysia 
Twenty-three new local Spiritual As

semblies have been formed in West 
Malaysia since RiQvan 1988, raising the 
total to 95-the maximum possible for 
that region of the country. 

-



Hong Kong 
Two teaching institutes organized by 

pioneers from Taiwan have spurred 
teaching activity in Hong Kong, re
sulting in many new enrollments in the 
Faith. 

The first of these institutes, which 
were planned by Jack Davis and Kazuo 
Honda, was for a teaching team, the 

Puerto Rico 

Pictured are those who took part in 11 

course on Baha', International Service 
held last June J9-July 4 at the Amoz 

Instructor Michael Stokes (right) con
sults with Nooshin Burwell, coordina
tor oj Radio Bahd'l Ecuador, during 
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second for members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, Auxiliary Board 
members and members of the National 
Teaching Committee. 

Both were highly successful in nur
turing a strong feeling of love and uni
ty between the believers and the institu
tions of the Faith, as well as leading to 

Gibson Training Centre in Arecibo, 
Puerto Rico. 

one oj last summer's radio courses at 
the Amoz Gibson Training Centre jor 
Baha', Media in Arecibo, Puerto Rico. 

enrollments-70 new believers in less 
than two weeks. 

Among the reported activities was a 
presentation of the Faith to 400 stu
dents and 20 teachers which was ar
ranged by a school principal in Taipo. 

A coffee shop manager gave the 
teaching team permission to speak to 
his patrons. A brief presentation and 
an invitation to those who were inter
ested to hear more resulted in 15 en
rollments. 

Mr. Davis has begun a nine-day in
stitute in Macau, raising the spirits of 
the Baha'i community there with the 
prospect of teaching. 

Uganda 
Following persistent efforts by the 

Baha'i community of Uganda, a dele
gation of three members of that coun
try's National Spiritual Assembly was 
given a 45-minute audience last Sep
tember 27 in which to present the peace 
statement to President Yoweri Muse
veni. 

Before that meeting, the delegation 
met with the Presidential Press Unit 
and answered many questions about 
the Faith. The briefing, which lasted 
well over an hour, attracted the interest 
of many State House staff members. 

The meeting with the president 
evolved into a discussion of many 
aspects of the Faith. He had many 
questions about its history, its rela
tionship to current world issues, and 
the persecution of Baha'is in Iran. 

In addition to the peace statement, 
the president was given copies of 
Gleanings jrom the Writings oj Bahd
'u'lIah, the Kitab-i-Iqan, and The 
Earth Is But One Country. 

The presentation ceremony was 
broadcast September 30 and October 1 
in the country's 11 major languages on 
Radio Uganda News. 

Nigeria 
Last September 19, the Baha'i com

munity of Nigeria was granted a license 
which authorizes them to hold mar
riage ceremonies at the National 
Teaching Institute in Oghara, Bendel 
State. The marriage license is a priv
ilege granted to only some religions in 
Nigeria. 



i~" __ ------------------------
Papua New Guinea 
Pictured are many of the 43 adult Ba
ha'is and 17 children who attended the 
Baha'( Unit Convention last December 
4 in Rabaul, Papua .Vew Guinea. It 
marked the first time in which the Ba
ha'Is of East /\iew Britain had gathered 
to elect a delegate to the Baha'{ Na
tional Convention to be held next April 
in Lae. Most of the friends, who came 
from Watom Island, Kokopo, Wonga 
Wonga Plantation, Rahim Vii/age, Ba
lana taman and Rabaul, had heard 
about the meeting on the Toksave Pro
gram on Radio East New Britain. 

Ecuador 
Since June, Ecuador's Radio Baha'i 

has been sponsoring the annual Nucan
cho Tono Festivals, regional events for 
amateur musical competitions. 

The first of these festivals was held 
last June in Pichincha Province. Its 
finale featured 21 amateur groups. 

Some of the winners of previous fes
tivals are presently touring Europe and 
America. All have publicly thanked 

India 
The teaching successes last Septem

ber in India's Kerala State came as a 
result of a teaching campaign launched 
-\agust 21 in the Cannamore district. 

Hearing of a forthcoming arts fes-

Womenfrom one of the five model vil
lages of Panchayat Bamnouti in Uttar 

_ Pradesh, India, gather with visitors. 
The village, Rajja ka Purwa, which is 
an aI/-Baha'I' village, was visited by a 

Radio Baha'i for opening the door to 
musical achieve::ment; one group pre
sented a plaque to the station in recog
nition of its work. 

Last August, Radio Baha'i was given 
another award for community service. 
The plaque, recognizing its work for 
children, was presented by the former 
First Lady of Ecuador, Mme. Febres 
Cordero. 

tival, at which more than 500 artists 
from all parts of India and the Lak
shadweep Islands were participating, 
the Spiritual Assembly of Cannanore 
seized the opportunity to present the 

group of nine people which included 
members of the Board of Counsel/ors, 
the National Spiritual Assembly, the 
A uxiliary Board, and local develop
ment projects. 

Norway 
Friendship, love, and a strong feel

ing of unity were the keys to success at 
a three-day service project and youth 
conference held last April in Alta, in 
the far northern region of Norway. 

Fifty-six young people from allover 
Norway and six from Finland took 
part in the energy-packed conference, 
focusing on planning practical actions 
that could be adopted in local areas on 
their return home. 

Faith. 
Within a week, 88 new believers had 

been enrolled and three new localities 
opened to the Faith, including the 
Lakshadweep Islands. Seven of the 20 
artists from those islands returned 
home as Baha'is. 

As of the end of November 1988, 
more than 300 new believers had been 
enrolled. 

• 
The first 15 days of an intensive 

teaching campaign last October in In
dia's Orissa State resulted in 2,600 en
rollments. Fifty Baha'is have volun
teered for two months of full-time ser
vice in the teaching effort. 

• 
Last October 8, the Hon. Shri Nar 

Bahadur Bhandari, chief minister of 
Sikkim, visited the Baha'i House of 
Worship near New Delhi, India. 

• 
Thirteen Baha'is from seven locali

ties attended the first Baha'i Health 
Professionals' Seminar held last Sep
tember 3-5 at the New Era Develop
ment Institute in Panchgani, India. 
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Taiwan 

Visit brings 'abundant blessings' 

The following E-mail was sent to the Universal House of 
Justice on September 24, 1988, by the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Bahd'is of Taiwan: 

Abundant blessings showered upon our community. 
Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum's visit continues to enrich 
every aspect of our community life. All nine members Na
tional Assembly greeted beloved Khanum upon arrival 
evening September 7. Beloved Khanum was given VIP treat
ment at the airport courtesy of Foreign Minister's high of
fice. On September 8, 4O-minute meeting with His Excel
lency Foreign Minister Mr. Lien at his office greatly en
hanced prestige Faith eyes of high official. Mr. Lien said 
how "privileged" he was that Amatu'l-Baha had given him 
this "audience." He was presented a copy of The Hidden 
Words and was genuinely impressed. 

That same evening Ruhiyyih Khanum met with more than 
120 Baha'is from Taipei and surrounding community and 
was a tremendous source of inspiration to all attending. 
September 9 interview with the second most popular radio 
station on Taiwan, at Khanum's hotel. The 30-minute inter
view will be aired September 26; more than four million lis
teners expected. Khanum's invitation for lunch with a num
ber of Baha'is whose services to the Faith had temporarily 
been lessened inspired each of them such that all have com
mitted to go on pilgrimage in February 1989. The evening of 
September 9 marked Amatu'l-Baha's historic visit to Kee
lung, one of the newly established communities with more 
than 100 new believers. This meeting will never be forgot
ten! 

The newly formed Spiritual Assembly planned and exe
cuted all activities for Khanum's visit. She was received with 
a colorful banner with her name on it. A traditional fire
cracker welcoming ceremony was followed by many of the 
new believers with the entire membership of that Assembly 
respectfully presenting themselves to Amatu'l-Baha. A tra
ditional Chinese banquet was prepared by Baha'i women 
and donated by the members of the Keelung Baha'i commu
nity. Following dinner, Khanum was greeted by nearly 100 
friends, and there was once again a traditional welcoming 
ceremony at the place she was to speak. More than 40 per
cent of the new believers attended that meeting. The mayor 
of Keelung, a large metropolitan city, opened the meeting, 
welcoming Amatu'l-Baha with highly complimentary re
marks. He said the Baha'is of Keelung are among the best 
citizens of that city. Wife of the senator from Keelung was 
present to welcome Khanum, as the senator was out of the 
country. All of the above arrangements were prepared by 
the new local SpiritUal Assembly of Keelung. 

On September 10, the National Spiritual Assembly was 
blessed with meeting with Ruhiyyih Khanum and sharing of 
her words of wisdom and inspiration. Counsellor Momtazi 
and Mrs. Nakhjavani graced the meeting with their presence 
as well. Afternoon and evening, Amatu'l-Baha addressed 
the Auxiliary Board member conference with three Counsel
lors, all members of the National Assembly and Auxiliary 
Board members from Asia. September 11, Ruhiyyih Kha
num met with the Baha'is of Chiayi and surrounding com
munity. Chiayi is an "entry by troops" area in southern 
Taiwan. More than 100 attended, about half of whom were 
new believers from the area. Upon arriving at her hotel after 
a four-hour drive, she was met by more than SO Baha'is. 
Again she was received with a firecracker welcoming cere
mony. On September 12, Amatu'l-Baha, after a four-hour 
drive back to Taipei, flew to Taitung, another "entry by 
troops" area. At a meeting with some 80 Baha'is, the 
Magistrate of Taitung County welcomed Khanum and ex
pressed his happiness to have had a chance to welcome her. 
A press conference was attended by nine reporters repre
senting all the newspapers of the county. Eight members of 
the National Assembly gathered to bid farewell to Amatu'l
Baha and Mrs. Nakhjavcinf. Foreign Minister's office pro
vided VIP room reserved for high-ranking diplomats, as 
well as sending its representative to assist through visa and 
customs section. 

Only four days after Amatu'l-Baha's departure, the Na
tional Assembly met in a joint session with all members of 
National Teaching Committee and National Youth Com
mittee, with two Auxiliary Board members present, sharing 
with them its decision, namely: We now confidently embark 
on teaching the masses with a minimum goal of 1 percent of 
the population (200,000) to have entered the Faith by Ri4-
van 1992, and that the thrust of the campaign is to be re
liance upon the power of the Holy Spirit and the Covenant. 
This determination is a small token of our gratitude to 
Baha'u'llah for having blessed us with the presence of Ru
hiyyih Khanum. We are determined. We beseech your 
prayers. 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Bahd'is of Taiwan 

Baha'i NewslAprll1989 1 



India 

Temple has another busy month 

1989 at the Baha'i House of Worship 
in New Delhi began with a special 
prayer program on New Year's day in 
memory of H. Borrah Kavelin, a 
former member of the Universal House 
of Justice who died in December. Ten 
days later, another occasion for such 
prayers arose when the sad news of the 
passing of Auxiliary Board member 
Meheraban Javanmardi from Panch
gani was received. A memorial service 
was held on January 11. 

Saturday mornings at the House of 
Worship belong to school children, 
with thousands in their varied and col
orful uniforms visiting the Temple. 
With this in mind, a suggestion from 
the Spiritual Assembly of Delhi to or
ganize a special prayer program for the 
children was taken up, and the first 
such program was held on January 7. 
Due to inclement weather that day, no 
school groups arrived, but the prayer 
program, comprised of songs by a 
choir and prayer readings by the BaM'i 
children, was enthralling. 

On January 21, about a thousand 
::tudents were present for another pro
gram, during which another thousand 
or so arrived, and the IS- to 20-minute 
program was extended to 40 minutes, 
during which time the students sat in 
absolute silence savoring the words of 
the prayers revealed by Baha'u'llah 
and 'Abdu'l-Baha. The number of stu
dents visiting the Temple in January 
was 17,149. Each one of them was 
given a prayer card. 

During January many foreign tour
ists visited the House of Worship. A 
group of SO Russians comprising emi
nent film personalities, poets and in
tellectuals greatly appreciated the prin
ciple of the oneness of humankind. 
One of them suggested that we send 
Baha'I literature through the Indian 
Embassy in Moscow so that Russians 
might acquire more information on the 
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Pictured during a visit in January to 
the Bahti'{ House of Worship near New 
Delhi, India, is a delegation of Chinese 

Baha'i Faith. 
Visitors from various states in India 

also came to the Temple in great num
bers. In particular, groups of youth 
who were in Delhi to take part in In
dia's Republic Day celebrations were 
able to visit, carrying back with them 
information leaflets in their regional 
language. On Republic Day itself, Jan
uary 26, a crowd of more than 31,000 
visited the Temple. The total number 
of visitors in January was 212,237. 

Among the dignitaries from India 

film artists accompanied by officials 
from the Cultural Department of the 
Chinese Embassy in New Delhi. 

and abroad who came to the Temple in 
January were the Home Minister of the 
State of Uttar Pradesh; the Patriarch 
of the Orthodox Church of Rumania; 
the Primate of the Armenian Church 
of Australia; the Deputy Minister of 
Aviation of the USSR; the Soviet Min
ister of the Coal Industry; a delegation 
of officers of the armed forces of Yu
goslavia; high officials of the Royal 
Bhutan Army, and film personalities 
from Russia and China. 



United States 

Women's Council honors Dr. Ellis 

Dr. Wilma Ellis, administrator gen
eral of the Baha'i International Com
munity, was one of several honorees 
when the National Council of Women 
held its annual Woman of Conscience 
award dinner February 16 at United 
Nations headquarters in New York. 

The event, attended by more than 
200 guests, also celebrated the 40th an
niversary of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. The honorary chair
man was Mrs. Desmond Tutu, wife of 
the Nobel laureate. 

Winner of the 1988 Woman of Con
science Award was Margaret C. Sny
der, director for the past 10 years of 
UNIFEM, the UN Development Fund 
for Women. 

During the 1970s Mrs. Snyder work
ed as a consultant and regional adviser 
for social affairs for the UN Economic 
Commission in Addis Ababa, Ethi
opia. 

Her earlier career was spent in the 
academic field, during which she was 
for eight years dean of women at Le
moyne College in Syracuse. She has 
been tireless in her pursuit of women's 
development. 

Dr. Ellis was one of three other 
women, all of whom belong to mem
bership organizations of the National 
Council of Women, who were honored 
as Women of Conscience for outstand
ing achievement in their respective 
fields. 

The other honorees were Dr. Mar
cella Maxwell, chairman of the New 
York City Commission on the Status 
of Women, and Frances C. Sawyer, 
president of Women United for the 
United Nations. 

Dr. Ellis, a featured speaker at the 
dinner, urged NCW members to "look 
past current particularisms and focus 
your conscious concern on the chal
lenges 0 f this day." 

Noting that many social problems 

Pictured (left to right) at the annual 
meeting February 16 in New York City 
of the u.s. National Council of Wom
en are Mary S. Power, delegate to the 
United Nations for the Baha'i Interna
tional Community, and honorees Dr. 
Wi/ma Ellis, administrator general of 

demand solutions, she encouraged 
women to "learn peace" so that they 
can "teach peace." 

"Our job," she said, "is to carryon 
the fine tradition of women like Mary 
.\IcLeod Bethune and Eleanor Roos
evelt, women who worked for peace 
and demanded equality." 

Preceding the dinner was a seminar 
on "Changing Attitudes Toward 
Women for the Year 2000." Topics 

the Baha'i International Community; 
Margaret C. Snyder, 1988 'Woman of 
Conscience'; Frances C. Sawyer, pres
ident of Women United for the United 
Nations; and Dr. Marcella Maxwell, 
chairman of the New York City Com
mission on Human Rights. 

discussed were racism, economics and 
education relating to minorities, and 
women and the aging. 

The Baha'i National Committee on 
Women was one of five co-sponsors of 
the event, and Mary S. Power, repre
sentative of the Baha'i International 
Community to the UN and a member 
of the executive committee of the 
NCW, served as program coordinator 
for the dinner. 
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Macau 

School of Nations ends first year 

As we mark the first anniversary of 
the opening of School of the Nations, 
we continue to be very much aware of 
how much there is yet to be accomp
lished. The further development of the 
specialized curriculum that must neces
sarily address our unique bi-lingual, 
multi-cultural situation; the acquisition 
of sorely needed resource materials and 
educational equipment; the ongoing ef
fort to obtain another facility in order 
to cope with our expansion and to pro
vide for the physical education of the 
children; the lack of adequate financial 
resources-all serve as constant re
minders of the tremendous amount of 
work to be done. 

Yet we cannot help but be pleased 
and grateful for the large strides that 
have been taken toward the accomp
lishment of the school's most funda
mental goal: to create a learning en
vironment in which children from va
rious national, ethnic and cultural 
backgrounds can work and play to
gether-and in the process realize that 
they are truly "world citizens" in a 
global community. 

The school was opened in January 
1988 as a kindergarten with five stu
dents-two of whom were the children 
of Baha'is who were involved in the 
establishment of the school. We have 
since expanded through the' Primary 
Six level, and at this writing we have 28 
students. Applications and queries al
ready received for future enrollment 
(after Chinese New Year) push the ex
pected total enrollment for the second 
term to around 80. Besides children 
from Macau and Hong Kong, School 
of the Nations has accepted students 
from Australia, Canada, China, 
France, Germany, India, Indonesia, 
Iran, Japan, Korea, Madagascar, Pak
istan, the Philippines, Portugal, Singa
pore, Taiwan, Tonga, the United King
dom and the United States. This cul-
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tural diversity is coupled with the fact 
that our students come from a wide 
range of economic and social back
grounds; their parents, who include 
those with relatively little means, es
tablished professionals, university fac
ulty, local residents and expatriates, 
have found the school to be a welcome 
and long-awaited educational alterna
tive for their children. 

School of the Nations has also man
aged to maintain the diversity of its 
staff, which includes educators from 
Canada, China, Finland, Hong Kong, 
Macau, Malaysia, the United Kingdom 
and the United States. Since last Sep
tember, five teachers and the school 
secretary have declared their faith in 
Baha'u'llah. Now, all ofthe teachers in 
the school are BaM'is. 

In addition to the kindergarten and 
primary school, School of the Nations 
has established the "Centre for Con
tinuing Education" -an auxiliary in
stitution which offers language and 
computer training courses for adults. 
Since its opening in May 1988, the Cen
tre has provided a series of specialized 
courses in English and Mandarin, and 
the more recent opening of the Cen
tre's fully equipped computer training 
facility has allowed the school to pro
vide excellent courses in a comprehen
sive range of computer skills for per
sonal and business application. 

Indeed, many positive developments 
have come about in recent months, de
velopments that were no doubt sparked 
by the special blessing that was re
ceived when the Hand of the Cause of 
God Amatu'l-Baha Rlihiyyih Khanum 
officially inaugurated the school dur
ing a ceremony held in September 
1988. That event, attended by a host of 
prominent community leaders includ
ing one of Macau's most distinguished 
and revered Catholic priests, received 
extensive press coverage and did much 

to establish the public's recognition of 
School of the Nations as an educa
tional institution that warrants the 
community'S attention. 

Another noteworthy event took 
place a month later, in October, when 
the staff and students of School of the 
Nations visited a kindergarten in Zhu 
Hai, China, on the official invitation 
of the Zhu Hai Department of Cultural 
Affairs. Zhu Hai television and the 
Macau press recorded the event as an 
example of the way in which the school 
fosters the students' awareness of their 
identity as world citizens. 

One year ago, when so few parents 
were willing to take the risk associated 
with enrolling their children in anew, 
unproven school, we were very much 
aware that one of our greatest chal
lenges would be that of gaining the 
confidence of the local community
establishing ourselves in the eyes of the 
people of Macau as a reputable, viable 
educational institution. An indication 
of how far the school has come was 
given in January when a group of 
Form Two students from Sacred 
Heart, a Catholic girls' school which 
ranks as one of the most prestigious 
schools in Macau, paid a formal visit 
to School of the Nations. The students 
were doing a research project on "the 
economics of international educa
tion, " and had been advised to study 
School of the Nations since our school 
is known as Macau's "international 
school. " These students were struck, 
they said, by the diversity, and were 
clearly excited by the idea of having 
children from so many backgrounds 
come together under one roof. If they 
take that excitement back to their 
school, we will have made the sort of 
contribution that everyone associated 
with School of the Nations was deter
mined to make from the beginning. 

-Donald Tennant, Administrator 

------------------------------------------.. 



United States 

Baba'i physician returns to Vietnam 

Dr. Jim Turpin, a Baha'i from Ashe
ville, North Carolina, who spent seven 
years as a physician in Vietnam, was 
recently invited back by the present 
Communist government to train local 
health workers in the techniques of 
child survival. 

Dr. Turpin, who founded the non
profit medical organization Project 
Concern after working with the poor in 
Mexico in 1959, gave up a family prac
tice in San Diego in 1960 and went to 
Hong Kong to practice medicine. 

While there he met a young doctor 
from New Zealand who told him about 
large numbers of starving children in 
Vietnam. 

Within weeks, Dr. Turpin was on a 
plane to Saigon. 

He and other American doctors and 
nurses stayed until 1972, when condi
tions became too dangerous and they 
were forced to leave. 

"We left reluctantly," Dr. Turpin 
said in a front-page article last Novem
ber 28 in The Asheville Citizen. "We 
had been secure because everyone 
knew we were non-political. We 
treated anyone who came in, no ques
tions asked." 

Dr. Turpin, who is an occupational 
medicine consultant for several hos
pitals, learned last year that one of two 
hospitals established in Vietnam by 
Project Concern was still operating. 

He also learned that the hospital was 
run by a villager who had trained under 
him in his Village Medical Assistance 
program in the '60s. 

"It was time to go back to Viet
nam," said Dr. Turpin, who became a 
Baha'i in 1974 and has written two 
books about his experiences overseas, 
Vietnam Doctor and A Faraway Coun
try. 

"As bad as the situation was during 
the war, the-Vietnamese government is 
willing to admit now that it's worse. 

DR. JIM TURPIN 

They're willing to say they need our 
help. " 

Dr. Turpin's goal is to train local 
workers in the latest techniques in child 
survival including ORT -oral rehydra
tion therapy- which is used to treat 
children who are badly dehydrated. 

"We built up a lot of trust during 
seven years (in Vietnam)," he said. 
"They (the government) know we 
don't spend government money and 
that we're a non-political organization 
with a multi-racial and international 
staff. " 
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United Kingdom 

Afnan Trust takes strides forward 

The Afnan Trust was set up in re
sponse to instructions left by the late 
Hand of the Cause of God Hasan Bal
yuzi, the purpose of which was to pre
serve and maintain his collection of 
books and manuscripts and, in his 
words, to make them available "to all 
who seek knowledge." 

The legal process necessary to estab
lish the Trust and to get it registered as 
a charity was long and difficult. Dur
ing this time the Trustees consulted 
with the Universal House of Justice 
and the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the United Kingdom, making every ef
fort to ensure that the final Trust doc
ument would allow them as much 
scope as possible to widen the activities 
of the Trust as it grew and developed. 

The charity was at last registered on 
June 20, 1985, with its purposes de
fined in its governing instrument as be
ing: 

"The furtherance of the Baha 'j 
Faith in preserving and developing the 
collection which includes books, tab
. lets , documents, material from diaries 
and books, manuscripts, photographs 
and newspaper cuttings; and which re
late to the Baha'i Faith, European and 
world history, Middle Eastern studies 
in general and to comparative religion 
formed by the deceased in his lifetime, 
and generally to promote for the public 
benefit the study of the Baha'i Faith." 

The Trustees have met regularly 
since the inception of the Trust, and 
have from the outset identified their 
first two targets as being the cata
loguing of the collection and the neces
sity of finding suitable premises in 
which it could be housed and where 
scholars would be able to have access 
to it. However, as is the case with most 
charities in their early stages, the first 
and overriding consideration has been 
to try to raise funds with which to 
achieve these goals. 
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. . . the Trustees received an 
enormous boost, both spiritually 
and financially, when in Novem
ber 1985 they received a dona
tion from the Universal House 
of Justice of 5,000 pounds ... 

To this end, the Trustees received an 
enormous boost, both spiritually and 
financially, when in November 1985 
they received a donation from the Uni
versal House of Justice of 5,000 
pounds, followed by a letter in July 
1986 giving the Trustees permission to 
make known to the National Spiritual 
Assemblies of the United States, Ca
nada, Germany, Italy and Australia 
that the House of Justice attaches such 
importance to the Library that it had 
made the contribution to help promote 
its interests. The House of Justice ex
pressed the hope that by reporting this 
fact to the friends they would be en
couraged to lend their support to the 
project. 

The Trustees' subsequent approach 
to these National Assemblies brought 
donations from almost all of them, 
with the largest contribution coming 
from Germany. Also received were a 
most generous donation from the local 
Spiritual Assembly of Hunter's Hill in 
Sydney, Australia, and individual do
nations from Baha'is in Australia, 
Japan and the U.S. 

At the beginning of 1987 the Trust 
received a further boost, and a most 
important one, when the British Na
tional Spiritual Assembly generously 
offered the use of two of the rooms in 
its newly acquired administrative head
quarters in Uckfield, Sussex, as a home 
for the library. 

The rooms were made ready for oc
cupancy in October 1987, and arrange-

ments were made to transport the col
lection from the late Mr. Balyuzi's 
house to its new home. A van was 
hired, and on the Sunday chosen to 
make the move the house at Hamp
stead positively swarmed with cheerful 
and eager young people who, in seem
ingly next to no time, had the books 
packed away and the van loaded liter
ally to its roof. Nor did their good 
humor and enthusiasm desert them 
When it was found that the van was 
lopsided and top-heavy, and all had to 
be removed and reloaded. 

So the Library has a new home, and 
the Trustees have started to address the 
problems of cataloguing and providing 
suitable shelving for the books to be 
stored and displayed. Much valuable 
work has already been done by Mr. 
Balyuzi's widow, who, with the help of 
Mrs. Irma Forbes, has listed all of the 
English-language books; but a great 
part of the collection is comprised of 
material in Persian, and this still has to 
be catalogued. Much valuable prepara
tory work has been carried out by 
Abu'l Quasim Afnan, and more re
cently the Trustees have been helped by 
a professional Hbrarian, J.T. Jasion. 

It is hoped, therefore, that it will not 
be many more months before the Li
brary has been so organized as to make 
it possible for the Trustees to "open its 
doors, " and thus to fulfill Mr. Bal
yuzi's wish that it be made available 
"to all who seek knowledge." 

Meanwhile, we cannot allow this op
portunity to pass without appealing 
again to all Baha'is to lend their sup
port to the Trust, in whatever way they 
can; and should anyone be interested, a 
brochure describing the aims of the Li
brary Trust will be sent on request. 
Write to 3 Lyndhurst Road, Hamp
stead, London NW3 5PX, England. 

-Robert Balyuzi, Treasurer 
August 1, 1988 
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United Nations 

World Decade for Culture 

The experience of the last two dec
ades has shown that culture cannot be 
dissociated from development in any 
society, whatever its level of economic 
growth or its political and economic 
orientation. 

Culture is an intrinsic part of the life 
and awareness-conscious and uncon
scious-of individuals and communi
ties. It is a living fund of the creative 
activity, past and present, which has 
shaped over the centuries the system of 
values, traditions and tastes which de
fines the distinctive genius of a people. 
Thus culture is bound to make an im
print on economic activity and define 
the strengths and weaknesses of a so
ciety's productive processes. 

These conclusions emerge from the 
experience, both positive and negative, 
of all countries. Whenever a country 
has set itself the target of economic 
growth without reference to its cultural 
environment, grave economic and cul
tural imbalances have resulted, and its 
creative potential has been seriously 
weakened. Genuine development ffiust 
be based on the best possible use of the 
human resources and material wealth 
of the community. Thus in the final an
alysis the priorities, motivations and 
objectives of development must be 
found in culture. But in the past this 
has been conspicuously ignored. 

From now on culture should be re
garded as a direct source of inspiration 
for development, and in return, devel
opment should assign culture a central 
role as a social regulator. 

This article on the World Decade for 
Cultural Development was written by 
Federico Mayor, director-general of 
UNESCO (the United Nations Educa
tional, Social and Cultural Organiza
tion) and first appeared in the Novem
ber 1988 issue of UNESCO's monthly 
publication, The Courier. 

This imperative applies not only to 
developing countries, where economic 
extraversion and cultural alienation 
have clearly and sometimes dramatic
ally widened the gap between the crea
tive and productive processes. It is also 
increasingly vital for the industrialized 
countries, where the headlong race for 
growth in material wealth is detrimen
tal to the spiritual, ethical and esthetic 
aspects of life, and creates much dis
harmony between man and the natural 
environment. 

The same imperative applies to the 
relations between nations and between 
regions, at a time when the processes of 
social change are rapidly becoming 
worldwide in scope-a phenomenon 
which is encouraging a growing ex
change of ideas, individuals and goods 
and is bringing people and nations 
closer together, but which is also lead
ing to a dangerous uniformity of cul
tural values, and increasing the in
equality of opportunities for progress 
at world level. As a consequence, hu
man creative diversity may be impover
ished and the domination of those who 
define these values may increase. 

A skillfully managed linkage be
tween culture and development can 
make it possible to strengthen creative 
identities, to inhibit standardization, 
and to encourage greater equality of 
opportunity for self-expression for dif
ferent cultures, thereby promoting in
creasingly fruitful exchanges among 
them. Such a linkage must be based on 
the rejection of any discrimination, 
either between nations or between in
dividuals, and on the assertion of the 
universal humanist values of democ
racy, justice and solidarity, without 
which no dialogue is possible. It must 
be based on the encouragement of free
dom of research, invention and inno
vation which is the prime condition for 
any cultural life. 

The logo of the World Decade for Cul
tural Development. 

Thus every effort must be made to 
allow creative diversity to prevail over 
the dead hand of standardization, the 
basic aspirations of mankind to prevail 
over the conflicts of interest groups, 
and human solidarity to prevail 
through the free self-expression of the 
individual. 

As I remarked at the ceremony held 
to launch the World Decade for Devel
opment on January 21, 1988, the aim 
of the Decade is to promote awareness 
of the cultural imperative and to foster 
a new state of mind that will lead to the 
emergence of a variety of proposals de
voted to "a diversity which unites, a 
creativity which brings together, and a 
solidarity which liberates." 

The four major goals of the Decade 
. constitute guidelines rather than a rigid 
framework: 

• Acknowledgment of the cultural 
dimension of development: ways must 
be found in which production and 
creativity can be linked, and economics 
can be rooted in culture. 

• Affirmation and enrichment of 
cultural identities: the encouragement 
of all individual and collective talents 
and initiatives. 

• Broadening participation in cul
turallife: mobilizing the forces of free
dom of expression and creativity in the 
individual and the community, in the 
name of human rights, free will and in
dependence of mind. 

• Promotion of international cultu
ral cooperation: seeking, increasing 
and strengthening the means whereby a 
culture freely draws sustenance from 
others and in turn nourishes them, 
while respecting a nucleus of univer
sally accepted truths. 
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India 

Mona Teachmg Project Jmd 
Date 1st Sept to 15th Nov 1988 
1 1 10 new dec\aratlon~ 

2 3 new LSAs formed 
3 Book Exhiblhon at RaJolnd 

held 
4 2 Book Depots estabhshed 
5 Deepenings for 5 LSAs 

arranged 
b Message was gIVen t{1 40n 

people 
ContnbutJon amounted to Rs 
302 received for Temple. Stale 
and Local fund 

8 Total expenses of the project 
Rs 140 

9 12 localities vIsited dunng the 
project 

2 Dr. Moha;iT Mass Teaching ProJect 
Fandabad 
Date 151 Oct to 30th Nov 1988. 
I 86 fnends declared 
2 Y locahtles vIsited 
3 Book Exhibition held al 

Fandabad 

3 Mrs Nahm MunJe T eachmg Project 
Bhlwam 
Date 10th Oct to 10th Nov 1981< 
1 36 neu.o declarations received 
2 Opened Bahal Centre at 

Bhlwam 

Dr MohaJiT Mass Teaching ProJect 
Tumkur 
I N 0 F commenced at 3 places 
2 Moral classes started at 3 
places 
3 276 friends accepted the faith 
4 15 leading newspapers covered 
the news 
5 One free dental camp held 
6 Teachers training institute was 

held. Reprensentatlves of 250 
schools participated 

7. 19 Educational Institutions and 
5 Oubs visited 

8 Deepemng activlhes held for 
new believers 

9 2 Medical Camps held 

2 Dr. Mohajir Mass Teaching Project 
Belgaum. 
1. 47 friends declared. 
2 Firesides initiated at 4 places 
3 All leading newspapers covered 

news in English. Marathi and 
Kannad. 

4 Local Women Committee 
arranged Book Exhibition for 3 
days. 

3 Similar projects are planned for 
Dharwad and Hubli as per the 
minutes of Council However 
mformalion has yet to be received 
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TEACHING PROJECTS COMPLETEr 

~ 
Teachmg PrOject at Bhliwara 
Ud211pur and AJmer. ' 

Date 19th Oct. to 23rd Ocl 
1988 
I 120 nev. fnends declared 
2 7 new localities opened to the 

Faith 
:1 4 nev.: LSAs formed 
4 Bhllwara Dlsl opened the {' 

Fallh 

2 Proclamation In Dlst H Q 
Nagaur 

2 

1 Message was gIVen to 7(1 
people 

2 2 declarations received 

Late MISS Godavan Mass Teachmg 
ProJect presently underwa)' 
Location Valsad. 
Sural and Dadra & Nagar Haveli. 
Date 15th Oct to 15th Jan 1989 

a. 1083 new Inends declared thelT 
Faith 
~ The Bansad Taluka of Valsad 
DI5t was covered dunng the 
project 
c 31 new localities opened to the 
Faith 
d Public meetmg arranged In 

severa I sc hoc Is 

Dang T eac hmg Project In memof'l): 
of late Mr Mlsaql planned for 3 

NiSha Motiwala Mass T eachmg 
ProJect Nasik 
I 537 new behevers 
2 23 new LSAs formed 
3 5 Deepening conferences held 
4 VictOry Conference held on 4th 

Sept '88 30 participated and 
Rs 518 collected for fund. 

Dhuha Teaching ProJect Dhulia 
Date 8th Oct to 15th Oct 1988 
I Book Exhibition held 

, 
\ 

Cahcut T cachmg ProJect 
Date 28th Aug to 3rd Sep: 1988 

I 150 adults mcludmg 7{ "'omen 
and 54 Youth includms 27 Q1Tls 
declared from Muslim. ChnstJan 
and Hindu Background 

2. several Public meetings held 

Late Mr Ishraqi Mass Teaching 
Project Satara. 2. Cannanore Teachmg Pro,.;:-" 
Date 23rd Oct to 6th Nov. 1988 
1 400 new believers enrolled 
2 6 New LSA formed 
3 2 new lalukas opened 10 the 

Faith. 
4 3 Book ExhibitIOns held 
4 Bah';'; literalure distributed to 

5000 people 

Date 24th Aug to 28th Aug 1988 

1 88 new behevers 
2 3 new locahtles openec tC' the 

Faith 
3 7 artiSts from Lakshad ..... eep 

Islands accepted the Faltn who 
came to perform in test~ ... a: at 
Cannanore" 

,I \ i '1, \ 
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Mr r abyanlan T eachtng ProJect 
B<'langu 
1 b New LSAs tonned 
L I flH n\?1.V behll:'vef') cnroll\?(i 

Amalu! Bdhd KJhlvvlh Kh"H)Ur~' 
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Wnmll:'n gathenngs held at 
Village ... 

4 New tnbe JHANA brought 
mto the Faith 

Mr Nlkol Teachmg Prolect dt 
Cuttack and Pun 
Date November 1988 
1 2726 new believers enrolled. 
2 l5 new LSAs formed 
1 400 Women enrolled 
4 Several women gathennQ5 held 
5 Birth annlverscU'y of Baha'~ lian 

celebrated by new LSAs 
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Essay 

Probing nature of Covenant-breaking 

Recent events make it appropriate to 
set down some aspects of the Teachings 
pertaining to Covenant-breaking. This 
article aims to provide a brief summary 
on this subject, with a more compre
hensive account to be found in the 
booklet "The Power of the Covenant: 
Part Two" published by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Canada. 

The key to fulfillment of the prom
ises in the Baha'i Holy Writings, fore
shadowing the establishment of world 
unity and world peace, with the conse
quent growth of world civilization, lies 
in the fact that the Baha'i Revelation is 
unique in religious history. 

Part of its uniqueness is that the fun
damental provisions for the organiza
tion, authority and administration of 
the Baha'i community have been speci
fied clearly and explicitly in writing by 
Baha'u'llah Himself, through provis
ion of a Covenant. The existence of 
this Covenant protects the Baha'i Faith 
from the schism and division which has 
been so destructive to religion in past 
ages, and preserves its unity; through 
this unity, based on adherence to the 
provisions laid down by Baha'u'llah, 
the Faith retains its power to change 
the world and to unify mankind. 

One of the essential features of the 
Baha'i Administrative Order is that no 
individual can claim authoritative lead
ership over other Baha'is. The Admin
istrative Order rests on the bedrock of 
the oneness of mankind; authority is 
vested in institutions elected by the be
lievers, while institutions composed of 
appointed individuals exercise a coun
seling or advisory role. 

This article, 'The Nature of Cov
enant-breaking, " by Dr. Peter Khan, a 
member of the Universal House of Jus
tice, is reprinted from the September 
1982 issue of the Australian Baha'i 
Bulletin. 
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The Administrative Order rests 
on the bedrock of the oneness of 
mankind; authority is vested in 
institutions elected by the be
lievers, while institutions com
posed of appointed individuals 
exercise a counseling or advisory 
role. 

The history of the Baha'i Faith 
shows that, on several occasions, indi
viduals have tried to take control of the 
Faith or to set themselves up as its au
thoritative leaders; this process in
volves attacking the central institution 
of the Faith, since the aim is to seize 
the authority of that institution. In 
some instances they were Baha'is who 
had been well-known or well-respected 
for their knowledge and service. His
tory also shows that they failed to di
vide the Baha'i community, succeeding 
only in causing a temporary breach 
through attracting a few followers for 
a limited period. 

The prophecies of the ancient scrip
tures are that we are pow living in the 
Day that shall not be followed by 
Night; our Teachings explain that this 
prophecy refers to the fact that the 
Covenant of Baha'u'llah will protect 
the Baha'i community from division. 

When an individual who is a member 
of the Faith attacks its central institu
tion, he is violating the Covenant; 
should he persist in doing this, despite 
all efforts to help him through educa
tion and counsel (sometimes over a 
long period of time), he is declared a 
Covenant-breaker and the believers are 
called upon to have no contact or asso
ciation with him. 

Why does an individual, who may be 
a knowledgeable Baha'i with a record 

of service to the Faith, embark upon an 
attack on the central institution of the 
Faith? The Teachings clearly indicate 
that it is due to a consuming desire for 
leadership and power. This desire, 
born from egotism, is so great that the 
individual violates principles he knows 
to be true. It is incorrect to regard 
Covenant-breaking as being due to ig
norance of the Teachings; on the con
trary, 'Abdu'l-Baha tells us that Cov
enant-breakers "are perfectly aware 
and still they exhibit opposition." 

One can well understand the empha
sis in the Baha'i Teachings on humility, 
self-abnegation. and spiritual develop
ment when one sees the extreme condi
tion to which unrestrained egotism can 
lead-a condition in which a Baha'i 
who is well-informed of the Teachings 
v.ill deliberately and willfully attack 
the institutions of the Faith, because 
the passionate desire for authoritative 
leadership has overcome all restraint. 

A Covenant-breaker, seeking this 
authority and power, will naturally try 
to attract followers. Quite often, this is 
done through misrepresentation, tak
ing advantage of the fact that some Ba
ha'is are so trusting as to become naIve 
and vulnerable. For example, a Cov
enant-breaker might represent himself 
as having suffered a great injustice, 
thus appealing to a Baha'i who has an 
emotional commitment to the support 
of the oppressed. He may represent 
himself as the possessor of secret 
knowledge about the Administrative 
Order, thus appealing to those who 
love secrets and are flattered at being 
able to share in them. 

He might adopt the guise of being in 
need of discussing Covenant issues 
with a knowledgeable believer as a pre
lude to re-entering the Faith, thus flat
tering the believer and tantalizing him 
v.ith the prospect of being the means of 
restoring a Covenant-breaker to the 



Faith. He may represent himself to a 
believer as being an heroic individual 
contesting valiantly with a faceless bu
reaucracy bent upon his suppression; 
this would aim to appeal to those who 
harbor a suppressed suspicion and re
sentment of all authority and who 
yearn for the simple life free from re
strictions and social organization. 

He may dazzle the believer with ex
tensive quotations from authentic Ba
ha'i texts, skillfully taken out of con
text and juxtaposed to support the as
sumptions and unwarranted inferences 
he wishes to make. He may wrap him
self in the garment of piety, expressing 
noble words and inspiring sentiments 
which are contradicted by his actions 
of attempting to subvert the authority 
of institutions ordained by Baha'u'llah 
Himself. 

These are but a few examples of 
means used in an attempt to ensnare a 
Baha'i, through the approach of feed
ing the ego of the believer or taking ad
vantage of the believer's desire to help 
someone whom he perceives to be in 
need. 

There are certain basic facts that 
clarify this issue. The first is the fact 
that anyone who has been a Covenant
breaker can approach the head of the 
Faith, now the Universal House of Jus
tice, at any time by letter with a request 
for clarification of issues of the Cov
enant or for re-admission to the Faith; 
if the Universal House of Justice deems 

this compassion lead us into actions, 
such as contact with Covenant-break
ers, which would only make a situation 
worse, and which would expose us to 
the danger of being infected with the 
spirit of Covenant-breaking. Remem
ber, a Covenant-breaker who sincerely 
wants help can always write to the Uni
versal House of Justice. 

The best protection for any Baha'i is 
to deepen himself, as fully as possible, 
in the Teachings on the Covenant. 
Through this deepening he will find 
growing within himself a great love for 
the Covenant, and a deep realization of 
its power to preserve the Faith in a pure 
and uncorrupted form, unified through 
the provisions laid down by Baha'
u'll!h, and free from the contamina
tion of usurped leadership and self-ap-

Papua New Guinea 

that the person making the approach is ~-
sincere, it acts accordingly and directs 
the institutions of the Faith appropri
ately. 

Second, Baha'i Teachings clearly 
and unequivocally warn the believers 
of the dangers of associating with Cov
enant-breakers or of reading anything 
written by them, since their appeal to 

the material within all of us is so in
sidious and subtle. No believer who has 
a humble assessment of his own spir
itual development would claim to have 
so totally subjugated his material na
ture as to be immune to the harmful ef
fects of association with Covenant
breakers. 

Third, Baha'is are encouraged to 

pray for Covenant-breakers, that they 
might return to the path of God, and 
thus find inner peace and happiness. 
Our compassion encompasses all man
kind, irrespective of their spiritual con
dition. However, we must beware lest 

Pictured are some of the children and 
their teacher at a Baha'I' Sunday school 

Thanks to the initiative of a friend of 
the Faith in Kareeba Village, near Ke
ravat in Papua New Guinea's East New 
Britain Province, an empty classroom 
is being used each Sunday for Baha'i 
children's classes. 

Forty-eight chil<iren ages 3-18 now 
attend, with the older ones helping the 
younger learn to print letters, paste, 

pointed authority. 
Covenant-breaking, as is evident 

from reading the history of the Baha'i 
Faith, is a rare and unusual occur
rence. The institutions of the Faith, 
functioning under the direction of the 
Universal House of Justice, are fully 
capable of protecting the Faith. The 
believers need have no' fear that the 
Covenant-breakers will succeed in di
viding the Baha'i community. Promise 
upon promise, from the Central Fig
ures of the Faith, as well as the authen
tic prophecies of all the major world 
religions, assure us that the Faith will 
proceed, united and indivisible, from 
victory to victory, until it succeeds in 
establishing a world civilization in 
which the generatipns to come will find 
contentment and fulfillment. 

class at Kareeba Village in Papua New 
Guinea's East New Britain Province. 

cut, draw, etc. Baha'i teachers travel 
40 km (25 miles) each week from Ra
baul to ensure that lessons are held. 

One recent activity was to make mo
biles in the shape of hearts with the 
word "peace" on one side and "mal
mal" (the Kuanua word for peace) on 
the other. 

Baha'i NewslAprll1989 11 



The world 

Peace Research conference in Rio 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Brazil, which is a member of the Inter
national Peace Research Association, 
took part last August in that organiza
tion's 12th International Conference in 
Rio de Janeiro. 

Copies of the peace statement were 
given to visitors and participants at a 
booth set up by the BahA'is at the cul
tural fair adjoining the conference. 

Also, the BahA'i Publishing Trust of 
Brazil displayed literature for adults 
and children on peace and the princi
ples of the Faith. 

More than 60 people from 14 coun
tries asked for literature and more in
formation about the Faith and its views 
on world peace. 

• 
Helped by the local Youth Commit

tee of Manaus, the Linda Tanure 

Shown are some oj the children who 
are studying the violin at Escola das 
Nacoes (School oj the Nations) in Bra
silia, Brazil. The school, which has 
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Home, a BahA'i-sponsored orphanage 
in Brazil, organized a major celebra
tion last October 12 for Children's 
Day. 

With the cooperation of the Amazon 
Television station and the announcer 
on Rede Globo (local television), the 
event was publicized throughout the 
city. A report also appeared in A 
Critica, one of the most widely read 
newspapers in the area. 

• 
Through the efforts of several Ba

hA'i communities, two slide programs 
about peace are being distributed 
throughout Brazil. 

One of them, directed toward adult 
audiences and based on the peace state
ment, is entitled "From War to 
Peace. " Recent estimates indicate that 
more than 100,000 people have seen 

been in operation since September 
1980, has received praise Jor its con
tributions to education, both in Brazil 
and worldwide. 

the show. 
The second show, entitled "The 

Peace Pigeon," was produced for chil
dren. Since its release last September, it 
has been shown at more than 20 
schools. 

The country's Ministry of Justice, 
through the Federal Council on Hu
man Rights, has officially expressed its 
interest in supporting the "Peace 
Pigeon" program, opening ways to 
have it shown in all states in Brazil. 

• 
To commemorate Teachers' Day last 

October, the BahA'i community of 
Brazil distributed to teachers allover 
the country 5,000 copies of a compila
tion of the Writings of 'Abdu'I-BahA 
on education and extracts from the 
Universal House of Justice's peace 
statement. 

Leeward Islands 
Fifty young BahA'is from 19 islands 

took part in the second Inter-Carib
bean youth event, the Mona Teaching 
Project, last July 17-August 14, travel
ing throughout the Caribbean area to 
teach the Faith. 

The project, sponsored by the Ba
ha'is of the Leeward Islands, began in 
Antigua with a week-long institute 
which included study of the Writings, 
the demonstration of techniques for 
"direct teaching" using a teaching 
book, and preparation for teaching 
through use of songs, sketches, games 
and performing arts. 

Martinique and Guadeloupe each 
welcomed a new believer during the 
project, which ended at a Caribbean 
Youth Conference held August 12-14 
in Grenada. 

Afterward, a delegation of Baha'i 
youth presented a copy of the peace 
statement to the Governor-General of 
Grenada. 



Transkei 
More than 50 people attended a 

women's conference last October 29 
sponsored by the Baha'is of Umtata, 
Transkei, whose purpose was to dis
cuss "The Role of Women in the New 
Age." 

A featured speaker was the Minister 
of Health, Dr. M.N. Xaba-Mokoena, 
the highest-ranking woman in the gov
ernment of Transkei. In addressing the 
morning session, she quoted from the 
Baha'i writings while speaking about 
the role of women in promoting health 
in the family and in society. 

Other speakers were the president of 
the Transkei Association of University 
Women and Yvonne Fitzpatrick, a Ba
ha'i pioneer to Venda who gave a 
presentation of the equality of men and 
women. 

Radio Transkei broadcast Dr. Xaba
Mokoena's speech (in English and 
Xhosa), while an article including 
quotes from Mrs. Fitzpatrick's talk ap
peared in a widely read regional news
paper. 

Chile 
Francisco Amenabar, a well-known 

media personality who is a member of 
the Baha'i community of Santiago, 
Chile, has created a radio program 
which has, over the past six months, 
resulted in unprecedented radio proc
lamation of the Faith there. 

The program, which is broadcast 
from 10 p.m. to midnight Monday 
through Friday, is designed to accom
pany one's meditative time late in the 
evening with selected poems, stories, 
legends and writings from various sa
cred scriptures including the Baha'i 
writings, along with specially chosen 
music to complement the over-all tone 
of peace and tranquillity. 

As the program has progressed, Sr. 
Amenabar has been increasing the use 
of Baha'i literature, always mentioning 
the source of the work and creating a 
wide public awareness of the Faith. 
Many people who are now attending 
local firesides and public talks first 
became aware of the Faith through the 
program, which has become quite pop
ular with an audience each evening es
timated at 10,000 to 15,000 listeners. 

Tribute to its positive effects was 
paid by the Ministry of Telecommuni-

Transkei's Minister of Health, Dr. 
M.N. Xaba-Mokoena, addresses a Ba
hd ','-sponsored women's conference in 
Umtata last October 29. Also pictured 

cations when it awarded the owner of 
the station a free frequency in the Val
paraiso area "in recognition of the 
special program dedicated to peace and 
unity." 

• 
Two Mapuche Indian Baha'is, with 

members of other non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), took part last 
November 3 in a Symposium on Rural 
Development at the United Nations na
tional headquarters in Santiago, Chile. 

The symposium, sponsored by the 
Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), 
focused on education, radio and 
health. It was the first time that rep
resentatives of the Mapuche people 
had attended a symposium of that na
ture. 

Korea 
Following a teacher training institute 

last July 2-10 in Pusan, South Korea, 
three of the 20 participants arose to 
take on full-time teaching. 

Within three weeks, their efforts had 
led to the enrollment of 84 people in 
Korea. 

is Mrs. Jan Bassari, a member of the 
Baha', community of Umtata, who 
chaired the conference. 

India 
The Continental Board of Counsel

lors in Asia reports the enrollment of 
1,100 new believers including 250 fam
ilies; the opening of 70 new localities; 
and preparation for the formation of 
35 local Spiritual Assemblies as the re
sult of a recent teaching campaign in 
the State of Gujarat, India. 

• 
The Baha'is of Darjeeling, India, 

proclaimed the Faith to 15,000 people 
last September during a special project 
that opened 35 new areas and reached 
many high-ranking officials with the 
Message of Baha'u'llah. 

Of the 330 people who were enroll
ed, most are students. 

• 
The Faizf Teaching Project in Jam

mu Kashmir State, India, reports the 
fulfillment of its goals. Three new local 
Spiritual Assemblies were formed, 21 
new localities opened, and 85 new be
lievers embraced the Faith. 

• 
As of the end of last December, a 

teaching campaign sponsored by the 
SpiFitual Assembly of Madras, India, 
which began on November 21, had led 
to the enrollment of 76 new believers. 

i 
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Mariana Islands 

Last September, six delegates from 
the Mariana Islands including one Ba
ha'i, Annette Donner Baumunk, at
tended the fourth South Pacific Com
mission's Regional Women's Affairs 
Conference in Suva, Fiji. 

Ms. Baumunk, who represented the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Mariana Islands, was official reporter 
for the Baha'i International Communi
ty. 

To promote the work of the confer
ence, the Baha'i Public Affairs Com
mittee sponsored a post-conference 
forum at the Guam Hilton Hotel. 

The forum was covered by the Pa
cific Daily News and Pacific Sunday 
News. 

• 
In February, two successful Chinese 

new year celebrations were sponsored 
by the National Chinese Teaching 
Committee of the Marianas. 

On Guam, about 70 people attended 
an afternoon program of traditional 

Panama 

This group oj Guaymi Indian women is 
learning to make puppets at the Guay
mi Cultural Center in Panama. The 
puppets will be used in teaching the 

Eighty people attended a Baha'i
sponsored seminar on "World Unity 
for the Conservation of Nature" last 
August 1 S in Santiago de Veruguas, 
Panama. 
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and modern Chinese songs performed 
by two professional musicians, Duke 
Tang and Christine Chen. 

Meanwhile, on Tinian, about 80 
people including the mayor and direc
tor of the Airport Authority attended a 
program that included a clown, music, 
a magic show and grand fiesta. 

Many non-Baha'i guests attended 
both events. 

• 
Dr. William Zucker, a pioneer to 

Guam in the Mariana Islands, has re
ceived the prestigious Presidential 
Award for Excellence in Science and 
Mathematics. 

The award is given annually to one 
teacher from each state and territory of 
the United States . 

• 
Teaching successes continue in Sai-

pan, an island in the Marianas in the 
western Pacific. Since a teaching cam
paign was begun last July, 91 new be
lievers have been enrolled. 

Faith. An attractive stage has been 
constructed on which to present the 
shows. 

A second topic, "New Era Religious 
Architecture," drew 200 people for a 
showing of the video "Ark of Des
tiny," about the Seat of the Universal 
House of Justice. 

South Africa 
Two traveling teachers from Mau

ritius recently spent three weeks vis
iting the Hindu people of Natal, South 
Africa, telling them about the Baha'i 
Faith. 

At least five Hindu schools wel
comed the visitors, Vassu and Aboo
jam Mooten, as well as Hindu temples 
at which groups of up to 70 people 
were addressed. 

As a result, several people invited the 
visitors to their homes to present fire
sides, among them a well-known phil
anthropist, Rauea-Chandra Govender. 
They attended a service at Mr. Goven
der's Temple, where they spoke to an 
audience of about 2S. 

Their talks generally were about the 
education of children and achieving 
world unity through recognition of the 
oneness of God, religion and mankind. 

Venezuela 
Four hundred seventy-seven new be

lievers were enrolled in the Faith dur
ing an intensive teaching campaign last 
August in Coro, Venezuela. 

Consolidation activities have includ
ed four children's classes, a youth pro
ject called "Fuerza Juveoil" (Youth 
Power), and a deepening institute. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Venezuela has declared its amazement 
at the accomplishments of the Baha'i 
community of Coro, as well as its con
fidence that other communities soon 
will be "ignited by this flame." 

Belize 
Activities are being rekindled and 

regular programs initiated throughout 
Belize as the teaching campaign begun 
last July continues. 

In Belmopan, monthly public meet
ings, firesides and television programs 
are advertised in the local newspaper. 

In other areas, activities for youth 
and children are being held regularly. 
In one area, all new Baha'is receive a 
correspondence course on the Faith. 

One of the new believers has offered 
to leave his job for a year to devote his 
full time to service to the Cause. 

A full-time teaching team continues 
the expansion and consolidation wor~,. 
which includes training new Baha 1 

teachers to pave the way for entry by 
troops. 

~ _______________________________ .-J 



Chad 

Students at the Covenant School in 
Ngonkira, a sub-prefecture of lvfaro, 
Moyen-Chari, Chad, gather for a 

Bolivia 
More than 1,000 new believers were 

enrolled last November 26-December 4 
during a special teaching project de
signed and implemented by the Na
tional Teaching Committee of Bolivia 
in collaboration with Counsellor Eloy 
Anello and the National Spiritual As
sembly of Bolivia. 

The project began with a two-day 
"spiritualization and training course" 
at the Firdawsi Institute. 

Forty of the institute's 60 partici
pants volunteered to visit communities 
within the listening range of Bolivia's 
Radio Baha'i. 

Also in Bolivia, the Samandari Pro
ject has brought more than 650 people 
into the Faith and opened more than 35 
new localities. 

The campaign, dedicated to the 
memory of Baha'i martyr Faramarz 
Samandari, is an ongoing project in
itiated in November 1987. 

group photograph. The school is su
pervised by CBHSD (Baha'i Commit-

Thailand 
Kasinee Chiwapreecha, a Baha'i 

from Aranyaprathet, Thailand, was 
given two awards for outstanding 
teaching by the Government District 
School Inspector at a ceremony last 
November. 

She was honored for excellence in 
teaching mathematics and for ma
terials preparation. 

During his address, the inspector 
referred to Miss Chiwapreecha's in
volvement in Baha'i activities. As a 
result, much positive interest in the 
Faith was displayed during a reception 
which followed the ceremony. 

• 
A Youth Camp held last October 

21-23 in Thailand attracted 90 adults, 
youth and children including a number 
of Baha'is from Malaysia. 

Inspired by the participation of 
Counsellor S. Nagaratnam of India, 
those at the Camp developed a six-

--

tee of Humanitarian Service for Devel
opment). 

month plan to teach in four areas of 
Thailand. 

Three teams set out immediately for 
the Trad, Phanat Nikhom and Samut 
Songkram areas. By the end of Oc
tober they had brought five new be
lievers into the Faith. 

• 
The Baha'is of Aranyaprathet, Thai

land, took part last November in a pa
rade of floats celebrating "Loy Kra
tong," a traditional Thai festival. 

The Baha'i float, depicting the 
theme of peace with a central revolving 
globe, moved through the streets ac
companied by Baha'is dressed in vari
ous national costumes. An estimated 
20,000 people saw the float, for which 
the Baha'is were awarded third prize. 
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Taiwan 
Accelerated efforts in both teaching 

and consolidation are following in.the 
wake of victories in Taiwan's Muhajir 
Project. 

Since RiQvan 1988 more than 2,000 
new believers have been enrolled, 800 
of whom declared their belief last No
vember and December. 

Southwest AfricaiN amibia 

David Shipanga, a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of South 
West Africa/Namibia, amplifies a 
point on chastity made by pioneer Sin
cere Razavi during the 1988 Owambo-
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Well-attended gatherings for deep
ening and fellowship are being held in 
many places, and many of the new be
lievers are actively involved in the pro
ject itself, which now boasts 25 full
time teachers. 

One result of the teaching efforts has 
been a quadrupling in only six months 

land Baha'( summer school held last 
October 1-3. Nearly 100 men, women, 
youth and children attended the 
school, which was held at the Regional 
Baha'i' Center in Ekolyanaambo. 

of the Baha'i National Center staff. 
Also, the National Office has been al
most completely redecorated, thanks 
to contributions from local Assemblies 
and individual Baha'is. 

Contributions to the National Fund 
doubled during the first six months of 
this Baha'i year. 

Ivory Coast 
A teaching campaign begun last 

summer in the village of Yaounde, be
tween Duekoue and Guiglo in the west· 
ern part of Ivory Coast, included a 
meeting with the chief and about 20 vil
lagers who were invited by the chief to 
listen to the Baha'i teachers. 

Following a presentation on the 
principles of the Faith and a question
and-answer session, the group of vil
lagers all embraced the Faith. 

The chief then strongly affirmed his 
wish that the whole village would be
come Baha'i. 

The chiefs of 10 other villages in the 
southwestern area of Ivory Coast have 
shown great interest in the Faith. Four 
new local Spiritual Assemblies have 
been formed in that area, bringing to 
71 the total number of Assemblies in 
I vory Coast. 

• 
Among the 60 people who attended 

the inauguration last July 17 of the 
local Baha'i Center in Agboville, Ivory 
Coast, were three local dignitaries: the 
chief of Agboville, a representative of 
the police, and another from the hos
pital, each of whom was given a cas
sette tape of the peace statement re
corded in the local dialect. 

The ceremony included a brief his
tory of the Faith in Agboville and of 
the building that now serves as the Ba
ha 'f Center. 

Togo 
The recently formed Spiritual As

sembly of Houngveke (yoto) , Togo, 
has organized a number of activities 
for the community. 

Besides teaching events, deepenings 
are held once each week, land has been 
cleared to prepare for the building of a 
local Baha'i Center, regular classes for 
children are being held, and literacy 
classes for adults have begun and are 
proving to be quite popular. 



sa. Vincent/Grenadines 
Tbe Baha'i community of S1. Vin

call and the Grenadines .recently r~
c:cived a visit from the Ganfuna. CarIb 
""Trail of Light" teaching team from 
Ccntr31 Ame:-:ca. 
n~ ,'-:: -:-:.l:-.:;!d a ~omecoming for 

the ::: ..::::, ... :::'::i ~s composed of four 
Ba.":.1':s, :\\,0 irom Belize and two from 
Honduras, all of whom are descen
dants of the Carib Indians who were 
exiled by the British from St. Vincent 
to Central America almost 200 years 
ago. 

The visit was welcomed by those on 
St. Vincent because, while the Carib 
people who remained in St. Vincent 
lost their cultural identity over the 
years, those in Central America. who 
are now known as Garifuna, preserved 
it (and still consider St. Vincent to be 
their homeland). Thus the team's visit 
did much to help the people of S1. Vin
cent appreciate their cultural heritage. 

The Trail of Light, which visited An
tigua. Dor.;;r::ca and St. Lucia as well, 
was a colla::-cf3.t;\e dron between the 
Continental Board of Counsellors and 
the participating :-.Iational Spiritual As
semblies. 

Dominica 

~~ are "7.: ''1bers oj the 'Trail of 
Lighr teaching team from Belize and 
Honduras ..... ho traveled last September 
10 Dominica. They spent a week there 

Two members of the four-person 'Trail 
of Light' teaching team from Central 
America perform at the Red Cross 
Building in Roseau, Dominica. Their 
visit resulted in extensive media cov-

visiting their fellow Carib people, ex
changing aspects of their cultures, 
sharing the Bahd'{ message, and de
veloping friendships. 

erage, introduced the Faith to a cross
section of the public, and helped form 
many friendships among the Carib 
(Garifuna) people and the Bahd,(s. 

Philippines 
In Quirino province, north Luzon, 

in the Philippines, 501 new believers 
have recently been enrolled, 18 of 
whom are heads of local government in 
Barangay. Eighteen new local Spiritual 
Assemblies have been formed. 

Meanwhile, in Ecija province, cen
tral Luzon, 711 have embraced the 
Faith and there are seven new local 
Assemblies. 

In Isavela, Luzon, more than 500 
have been enrolled and five new As
semblies have formed, bringing the 
totals to 1,963 new believers and 33 
new Assemblies in one month. 

In addition, a presentation of "The 
Promise of World Peace" to congress
man Conrado Estrella of Pangasinan, 
Luzon, resulted in his offering a week
ly 30-minute radio slot to the Baha'is, 
free of charge for an indefinite period 
until the peace statement has been dis
seminated throughout the province. 
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........................ ~-~,---------------
World Centre 

Ri4van message to Baha'is «;)f the world 

To the Bahd'z's of the World 
Dearly loved Friends, 

The spiritual current which exerted such galvanic effects 
at the International Baha'i Convention last Ridvan has 
swept through the entire community, arousing its ~embers 
in both the East and the West to feats of activity and 
achievement in teaching never before experienced in anyone 
year. 

The high level of enrollments alone bears this out, as 
nearly half a million new believers have already been re
ported. The names of such far-flung places as India and Li
beria, Bolivia and Bangladesh, Taiwan and Peru, the Phil
ippines and Haiti leap to the fore as we contemplate the ac
cumulating evidences of the entry by troops called for in our 
message of a year ago. These evidences are hopeful signs of 
the greater acceleration yet to come and in which all na
tional communities, whatever the current status of their 
teaching effort, will ultimately be invol .... ed. 

We look back with feelings of humble gratitude and 
heightened expectations at the stupendous developments 
which have taken place in so brief a period. One such devel
opment has been the adoption of the architectural design 
conceived by Mr. Fariburz Sahba for the Terraces of the 
Shrine of the Bab, which launches a ne\\ stage toward the 
realization of the Master's and the Guardian's vision for the 
path along which the kings and rulers will ascend the slopes 
of Mount Carmel to pay homage at the resting place of 
Baha'u'llah's Martyr-Herald. 

Other developments include: the appro .... al by the central 
authorities in Moscow of the application submitted by a 
number of Baha'is in 'Ishqabad to restore che local Spiritual 
Assembly of that city; the initiation of steps to open a Ba
ha'i Information Center in Budapest. the first such agency 
of the Faith in the Eastern Bloc: :~e es:ablishment of a 
branch of the Baha'i International Community'S Office of 
Public Information in Hong Kong in anticipation of the 
time when the Faith can be proclaimed on the mainland of 
China. 

Also outstanding among these developments have been 
the successful co-sponsorship by the Baha'i International 
Community of the" Arts for Nature" program in London 
held to benefit the work of the World Wide Fund for Na
ture; the signing of an agreement in Gene\ a establishing for
mal working relations between the \\·orld Health Organiza
tion (WHO) and the Baha'i International Community; the 
official approval of a Baha'i curriculum for public schools 
in New South Wales, Australia; the immense stream of vis
itors to the Temple in New Delhi, swelling to some four mil-

lion since that edifice's inauguration in December 1986, and 
including an unusual number of high government officials 
and other prominent persons from many lands, among 
them China, the Soviet Union and countries of the Eastern 
Bloc. These, added to numerous other highlights of this 
single year, me~ge with the over-all record of accomplish
ments thus far in the Six Year Plan, presenting a dynamic 
picture of accelerated activity throughout the Baha'i world. 

No reference to such marvelous progress could fail to 
acknowledge the spiritual and social impact effected by the 
decade-long episode of persecution inflicted with such cruel 
excesses on our Iranian fellow-believers. Only in the future 
will the full consequence of their sacrifice be known, but we 
can clearly recognize its influence on the extraordinary suc
cess in proclaiming the Faith and in establishing good rela
tions with governmental authorities and major non-govern
mental organizations around the world. 

It is therefore with profound thanksgiving and joy that 
we announce the release of the vast majority of Baha'i pris
oners in Iran. Even as we rejoice we cannot forget that there 
remain to be realized the full emancipation of the Iranian 
Baha'i community and the assurance of the human rights of 
its members in all respects. 

In the gladness of the moment, we extend a warm wel
come to the two :--;ational Spiritual Assemblies being formed 
this RiQvan: one in \-Iacau in Southeast Asia, the other in 
Guinea-Bissau in West Africa. 

Through the shadow of confusing deranging present-day 
society, there is a far glimmer, yet so faint but discernible, 
of an approach, slow but definite, toward the culmination 
of the three collateral processes envisaged by the beloved 
Guardian, namely: the emergence of the Lesser Peace, the 
construction of the buildings of the Arc on Mount Carmel 
and the evolution of ~ational and local Spiritual Assem
blies. Indeed, throughout the Six Year Plan, during this 
fourth epoch of the Formative Age, and particularly during 
the year just ended. this glimmer, still so distant, has drawn 
closer. 

For who could have imagined, even at the beginning of 
this Plan, the sudden changes of attitude moving political 
leaders in some of the most troubled spots on the planet to 
break away from seemingly intractable positions-changes 
which in recent months have prompted editorial writers to 
ask: "Is peace breaking out?" To any observer conscious of 
the divine Source of such occurrences, this development 
must certainly be encouraging, although the precise circum
stances attending the establishment of the Lesser Peace are 
not known to us; even its exact timing is concealed in the 
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Major Plan of God. 
The two other processes, however, are directly influenced 

by the degree to which the followers of Bahli'u'lhih fulfill 
their clearly delineated tasks. There is good reason to take 
heart. For have not the architectural concepts for the re
maining buildings on the Arc been adopted and the detailed 
specifications which will effect their realization as splendid 
monumental structures been undertaken? Have we not wit
nessed the increasing strength of National and local Spir
itual Assemblies in their ability to conceive and execute 
plans, in their capacity to deal with governmental authori
ties and social organizations, to respond to public calls upon 
their services and to collaborate with others in projects of 
social and economic development? Are these Assemblies 
not reinforced by the alert, loving support of the Continen
tal Counselors, the Auxiliary Board members and their as
sistants, all of whose burgeoning energies are being skill
fully coordinated by the International Teaching Center-an 
institution whose augmented membership has already dis
played a verve, a vision and a versatility evocative of warm 
admiration? 

Tempting as it may be to dwell upon the positive features 
of our progress, better that we should be spurred on by 
them than that we should rest on our achievements. Let us 
continue. therefore, undeflecterl and confident, to seize the 
magnificenr possibilities which the mix and blend of these 
ongoing processes and events allow for actualizing the im
mediate interests of our sacred Cause. 

These interests, to be sure, are identified in the major ob
jectives of the Six Year Plan, on the second half of which we 
are now embarked, fully conscious of the not-too-distant 
approach of the Holy Year, 1992-1993, and its significant 
commemorations. 

In conjunction with the ever-widening thrust of teaching, 
we must proceed by every possible means with projects of 
the most critical importance. Work is continuing on the 
preparation for publication in English of the Kitab-i-Aqdas, 
the Mother Book of the Baha'i Revelation. Arrangements 
must now be made for a befitting commemoration in the 
Holy Land of the Centenary of the Ascension of Baha'
u'llah. 

The plans for the World Congress in 1992 in New York 
must continue to advance on schedule. Moreover, further 
-systematic attention needs to be given to the eventual elimi
nation of illiteracy from the Baha'i community, an accomp
lishment which would, beyond anything else, make the Holy 
Word accessible to all the friends and thus reinforc~ their ef
forts to live the Baha'i life. Similarly, assisting in endeavors 
to conserve the environment in ways which blend with the 
rhythms of life of our community must assume more impor
tance in Bahli'i activities. 

Regarding the projects on Mount Carmel, the Office of 
the Project Manager has been established, and a technical 
staff is being assembled. Geological testing at the sites of the 
designated buildings on the Arc is about to begin-a step 
preliminary to the ground-breaking anticipated by the entire 
Baha'i world. Hence, we seize this opportunity to apprise 
you of the urgency for the required funds both to initiate 
construction and to sustain this work once it has begun. 

All these requirements must and will surely oe met 
through reconsecrated service on the part of every conscien-
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tious member of the Community of Baha, and particularly 
through personal commitment to the teaching work. So fun
damentally important is this work to ensuring the founda
tion for success in all Baha'i undertakings and to furthering 
the process of entry by troops that we are moved to add a 
word of emphasis for your consideration. 

It is not enough to proclaim the Baha'i message, essential 
as that is. It is not enough to expand the rolls of Baha'i 
membership, vital as that is. Souls must be transformed, 
communities thereby consolidated, new models of life thus 
attained. Transformation is the essential purpose of the 
Cause of Baha'u'llah. but it lies in the will and effort of the 
individual to achie\e it in obedience to the Covenant. 
Necessary to the progress of this life-fulfilling transforma
tion is knowledge of the will and purpose of God through 
regular reading and study of the Holy Word. 

Beloved friends: The momentum generated by this past 
year's achievements is reflected not only in the opportu
nities for marked expansion of the Cause but also in a broad 
range of challenges-momentous, insistent and varied
which have combined in ways that place demands beyond 
any previous measure upon our spiritual and material re
sources. We must be prepared to meet them. 

At this mid-point of the Six Year Plan, we have reached a 
historic moment pregnanr with hopes and possibilities-a 
moment at which significant trends in the world are becom
ing more closely aligned with principles and objectives of 
the Cause of God. The urgency upon our community to 
press onward in fulfillment of its world-embracing mission 
is therefore tremendous. 

Our primary response must be to teach-to teach our
selves and to teach others-at all levels of society, by all 
possible means, and without further delay. The beloved 
Master, in an exhortation on teaching, said it is "not until 
the candle is lit that it can shed the brightness of its flame; 
not until the light shineth forth that its brilliance can dispel 
the surrounding gloom." Go forth, then, and be the "light
ers of unlit candles. ,. 

Our abiding love, unabating encouragement, constant, 
fervent prayers accompany you wherever you may go, what
ever you may do in service to our beloved Lord. 

The Universal House of Justice 
Ric/van 1989 
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..................... ---------------------
United States 

The 'Vision to Victory' conferences 

From November through February 12 
'Vision to Victory' conferences were 
held under the auspices of the CS .. "'-a
tional Spiritual Assembly to inaugurate 
a two-year period of personal sacrifice 
and commitment to the Cause of God 
in that country. Also begun were four 
large-scale teaching campaigns: in At
lanta, Georgia; Chicago; San Jose, Ca
lifornia; and the greater Boston area. 
The main purposes of the conferences 
were to ignite teaching activities while 
underscoring for the friends the signUI
cance of the Arc project on .Hount 
Carmel. We present on these pages a 
pictorial overview of the 12 • Vision [0 

Victory' conferences. 

Counsellor Robert Harris addresses the 
conference in Chicago. 

Above: Those at the New York confer
ence hear Dr. Peter Khan, a member of 
the Universal House of Justice. Below: 

In Chattanooga, the Hendersonville 
Bahd '( Choir with Dash Crofts (in 
white turban) performs. 
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Friends in Houston, Texas, talk with 
Jack McCants, a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. 

a out of the hat in 
Chicago is Morris Taylor, an Auxiliary 
Board member and part-time magician. 
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Do 'af; entertains at the conference in Boston. 
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Pictured above are some of the nearly 1,500 Bahd'{s who attended Chicago's 'Vision to Victory' conference. 

The Louis Gregory Institute Choir performs at the conference in South Carolina. 

In Atlanta, Jack McCants (left) and Counsellor Wilma Ellis. 

(.:ARIS[ 
.:., - JrlSt 
;( - rt.1dl 
i -lItd_.I1 
S - ,4tlls 
.: - even.-htre 

The Hand of the Cause of God Wil
liam Sears speaks in Los Angeles. 
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~-:od:wise from lOp left: The children 
lake their turn onstage, exemplifying 
'unity in diversity' at the conference 

-'or rhe Washingron, D. C, area: two 
[lny 'musicians' do their thing in Chi
cago; the friends enjoy a break be
,'ween sessions in Los Angeles; Bahd,(s 
listen to Judge Dorothy Nelson, chair
'nan 0/ the /\'ationa/ Spiritual Assem
",' (J :he Bahd '15 q! {he United Slates. 
:::.. 'it:g :he conference in Alexandria, 
I ';rginia, a suburb of Washington. 
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....... --------------------------~ 
Book review 

Mystical writings of leading physicists 

QUA.YTU.'v[ QUESTIO.VS: Mystical 
Writings of {he World's Great Ph;.:s
icists (ed, Ken Wilber), Boston and 
London, 1984: New Science Library, 
an imprint oj Shambhala Publications 
Inc. Distributed in the U.S. by Ran
dom House. 

• 
This volume is a collection of the 

mystical writings of some of the 
world's greatest physicists, most of 
whom were :-"-obel Prize recipients. In
cluded are essays by Werner Heisen
berg, Erwin Schroedinger, Albert Ein
stein. Prince Louis de Broglie, Sir 
James Jeans, \;iax Planck, Wolfgang 
Pauli and Sir Arthur Eddington. 

Many books have been written prob
ing the possibilities opened by quan
tum physics tor the exploration of a 
~elationship between "physics, :;-;e 
hardest of sciences, and mysticism, :he 
tenderest of religions." This book also 
addre-,;es that topic by presenting :[:e 
beiiet\ or" tho~e who \\ ere the pioneer~ 
of quantum mechanics. While :he 
physicists whose writings are contained 
in Quantum Questions do not appear 
to have believed that modern physics 
could or should be used to support 
mystical bdiets. neither did they :-e
lie ... e [hat physics in itself offered any 
objection to those beliefs. Some of 
'h..:n: .lei., ,)'~"L~d the value of maim::.:::
ing a separa:;; mystical world view, :"r;;e 
r'rom dependence upon changing 5c:en
:ir"ic paradigms and the threat of oho
lescence. Yet all were eloquently mys
tical. 

In delving into this phenomenon, 
editor Ken Wilber examines differences 
between 'ewtonian and quan,:.:m 

This review oj the book Quantum 
Questions: \;lystical Writings ot :he 
\Vorld's Great Physicists is b.v Bonnze 
1. Taylor. a Bahci '( jrom Glencoe, Illi
nois. 

'We have learnt that the explora
tion of the external world by the 
methods of physical science 
leads not to a concrete reality 
but to a shadow world of sym
bols, beneath which those 
methods are unadapted for pen
etrating. ' 

physics. In the :-':ewtonian model, the 
universe was a "deterministic ma
chine. " wherein, if sufficient data were 
(0 be collected, all future events could 
be accurately predicted. This view was 
theoretically hostile to the ideas of 
God, free-will, divine intervention, and 
spirit. While ;'>.Iewtonian physics con
tinues to explain macroscopic <:vents, 
quantum physics refutes absolute de
terminism because in the sub-atomic 
realm only probabilities can be pre
dicted with accuracy. But \1r. Wilb<:r 
does not believe that this, or any other 
discrepancy between the two, consti
tutes the crucial difference that enables 
modern physics to be so much more 
conducive to mysticism. 

Before quantum discoveries. scien
tists felt that they were dealing with 
reality-the world itself. But modern 
physicists (annot directly ob~erve che 
sub-atomic realm that they explore; 
their observations depend upon ab
~tractions, math<:matical symbols of 
reality, bringing, in the words of Sir 
Arthur Eddington, "the frank realiza
tion that physical science is concerned 
with a world of shadows." As Sir 
James Jeans summarized it: 

"The essential fact is simply that all 
the pi(tures which science now draws 
of nature, and which alone seem capa
ble of according with observational 
fact, are mathematical pictures .... 
Many would hold that, from the broad 

philosphic standpoint, the outstanding 
achievement of twentieth-century 
physics is not the theory of relativity 
with its welding together of space and 
time, or the theory of quanta with its 
present apparent negation of the laws 
of causation, or the dissection of the 
atom with the resultant discovery that 
things are not what they seem; it is the 
general recognition that we are not yet 
in contact with ultimate reality. We are 
still imprisoned in our cave, with our 
backs to the light, and can only watch 
the shadows on the wall." 

Mr. Wilber believes it was this recog
nition of the shadowy nature of scien
tific enterprise that led so many scien
tists to explore beyond physics, into the 
metaphysical. He quotes Sir Arthur 
Eddington's explanation: 

., We have learnt that the exploration 
of the external world by the methods of 
physical science leads not to a concrete 
reality but to a shadow world of sym
bols, beneath which thos<: methods are 
unadapted for penetrating. Feeling 
that there must be more behind, we re
turn to our starting point in human 
consciousness-the one centre where 
more might become known. There we 
find other stirrings. other revelations 
than those conditioned by the world of 
symbols .... Physics most strongly 
insists that its methods do not pene
[rate behind the symbolism. Surely 
then that mental and spiritual nature of 
ourselves. known in our minds by an 
intimate contact transcending the 
methods of physics, supplies just that 
... which science is admittedly unable 
to give." 

The collection contains several es
says by Werner Heisenberg who. at age 
24 and in the space of one day and 
night. invented what came to be known 
as matrix quantum mechanics. He was 
awarded the Nobel Prize in physics in 
1932. 
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Dr. Heisenberg felt a compelling de
sire to ponder the relationships be
:ween science and religion, and be
:i:.'\ec :hal ho!h point to aspects of 
. ::i11ity ,hal are yital component~ of ci\'
:: . .:'~:j~:-:, H~ ,,:essed the nE'ed for spir-

-~.... \ ::';-Jl':-- :~ fc!rnjcja:i~1f gOa!~ h:J 

;. -.-:~.:~ '.~.-: ~:e .. ;?10~rrjen: of ~;:1en2e and 
:('_r;::~';0i:< h~·\\e\'er. he felt Ihat care 
<",~.::: ::,~ :2.i,e~, :Cl heep scienCe and fe
.. ;;;:;;-. ~i,:;nc: and apan. thereby 
::\ oicl::lf 2.l!Y \'eakening of their con-

~ :-.'--'~::~, :It \\'rott. ··C2.r:n()! :-a-

.. t~.:-:-, ~-.~ ... "---.";:-. \ e;-,-;e:\ : ~~. :::}-;<"'c.; 
..... ~::-.c.;J..::~ :-.:tri.;::lLt: ::-om If1( nearl of 
-eligil'''~ Iflinkiof ought :10: ,0 be 
.' eaker,ed ~~ aiilOo rationa} arguments 

"";:-:-. ::-Je ~"le,d \J! ~~lence. 

In ar. essay entitled "Science and the 
B:-autiful." Dr. Heisenberg questions 
",,~;:.~ \'C' ,'af: meet the beautiful in 

:,,;e s;Jhere of exact science," and 

C.', y,:'( ,-:'. "Ie r.~llT}2r -'''';'laci::
::-~: ..... i:i\ ~ j~;,:ognitjor: of ':"o~nec

:lom, :r.e ::c:si~ for many momentous 

'~:es :c, a definition of beauty found 
_~ (if:.:ie:1t philo~ophy which de~cribes 
beau:y a~ "the proper conformity of 
the pans to one another, and to the 
whole." He compares that definition 
: 0 ! he discovery that strings dbratir.g 
under equal tension sound together in 
~a;-mony if their length~ are in a simple 
;1ume:-ical ratio. Thus mathematical re
:a~ionships are found to a a sourc-e of 
,he harmony which the human ear 
finds beautiful. Dr. Heisenberg writes: 
"Beau;y, so the first of our ancient 
definitior..s ran, is the proper conform
;!y of the pans to one another and to 
:he whole. The pans here are the indi
\'idual notes, while the whole is the har
monious sound. The mathematical re
:ation .:an. theo-efore, assemble two in
:tialiy independent parts into a whole, 
and so produce beauty." He compares 
the experience of the perception of 
beamy to that of human understand
ing, which is also made possible by 
concei\'ing "the conformity of the 
parts to one another and to the 
"'hole ... 

The question is then presented: what 
l~ it that makes these connections. the 
.:onformi!y of parts to one another and 
10 the whole, shine forth and become 
:-ecognizable, e\'en before they can be 
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rationally interpreted and understood? 
Dr. Heisenberg draws from several 
sources in response to the question, be
ginning with Plate'" :heor:, of ::)(' 0~it:
in C'!' idea~: 

:L!::ln~, 2. ha~:-",~:>L~~:l\Jll(" i:!~!n-,a.:~~i:). 
:h2r; a kr:ov,'le.::igc :C';-~\ c~ C'C ~:\ :~j~ d:-.

derSlanding, !: i, 2i :-emirllscen,e ,: 
forms that were already implanted lr. 
this soul before it~ t'xis,en,e on earti' .. 

~nd the G~)od. H} \\·~li .. :}~ :~It ~;\'lnt' ~~

comes vi~ible and 2, ',:&f.: :'; \;h~':~ ;f-;ec 

.\ -
."2..ge IT":t tne ?ha(:ar,,(~ t:'\p;e."~t~, :ht !;.';

jowing thought: !he '..eIU: ic a\\ t-~:,';:i;. 
en and shudder~ at :he'i&h' :.f ',~;: 
DeautiruL for it feei> thaI ~omething J< 

evoked in it that was not implanted 10 

it from without by the ~eme~ bur ha,' 
always ~een alreaJ:- laId down iheie ii', 
a deepl:- unconsciou~ region," 

Johanne, J...:t'r:c: ~~-~_:f~'}~., "~' ~ 

hi~ comi(!ior, Iha! G;.I:.1 had created 'k 
uni\'erse according ie' iiI: underlying 
rnathemallCa! :1ain~:);~:. :~rm~j;alC:'': 

the three Jaws of planetary mOllon that 
became the ba~is for the principles of 
~ewtonian physic~. Dr, Heiseobe~g be
lieved that Kepler's keen awareness of 
the beauty of connec,iom had guided 
him in the formulation of ;he~e law' 
Kepler, he write~, compared "the re\'o
lutions of the plane!< about ,he <(!f 

with the \'ibrations of a string and 
spoke of a harmonious concord of the 
different planetary orbits. of a har
mony of the spheres." After com
pleting his work on the harmony of the 
universe, Kepler cried out. "I thank 
thee, Lord God our Creator. that thou 
allowest me to see the beauty -of thy 
work of creation." 

Kepler's conviction of the accuracy 
of the Copernican concept of the solar 
system (which was essential to the de
velopment of his theories) apparently 
did not arise from any data obtained 
through astronomical observation. 
Kepler used an archerype, a mandala 
(graphic symbol of the universe), as a 
symbol for the Trinity. He perceived 
the center of the sphere as God, the 
prime \10\er: the oute; rim as :he 
world. where the SO:1 of God func
tions; and the beams radiating from 
the center to the rim as the Holy Ghost. 
He was drawn to the Copernican sys-

tern because he saw the connections be
tween it and the mandala. 

Dr. Heisenherg also examines the es
,,,\' elf \\ollgang Pauii. who recei\ed 
::',( ~,C't'1ej Prize for physics i:1 1945. 
2:-:: :-'" c!lclo&i': C.C .Tun&. ir. add;-

.. :. :c :n ... )~t 0:' i\.e;-Iler. all of \, hon~ 
;:::~~eo thaI the human ~oul contaim 
" ;-,~ir:!orjial images I' or .. archetypes" 
:he.: are innate, as the number of seed 
chambers is innate within the apple. 
Pa"li wrote: "The process of under-
"·:''::~:f ;" r;2.:J~e. :oge:he~ with th(: 

, ': :':3: man ieeis in understanding. 
" ,~, be(omine: acquainted with ne\~ 

J;::'~;-; 3 co:-respo:1dence. a coming into 
_'):-.g~uen.::e of preexistenT internal im
.-:f::-~ ":'! ~he hL!rr:an p~:-~ht \\.~:}-: externa1 
(lb,le.:ts and their beha\'ior. ... Kepler 
. , ' speaks. in fact. of ideas. pre
e\:"eni in the mind of God and im
i1iin1ed accordingly upon the sou!, as 
;;;e image of Gd," 

'~-. I,."';c,sinf: hi~ e;:,ay C\~. ··S:.:jenl'~ :.ir;~ 

.~-.( B;:2.~:;~-~:. -, 01. HC1:-.enberf retu=-n~ 
af2.:~, 10 the ancient philosophical defi
:1i:;Cln of beauty as the proper confm
;~:;',\ OJ :ne parts:Cl one anothe~, and lO 

the whole. Thi<.. he declares. !s the 
mOSI important source of illumination 
and clarity in the field of exact science, 
as well as in art. 

:~nother essay which may be of par
:icu:ar interest "as written by Prince 
Loui~ de Broglie. who was born in 1892 
"nc recei\ ed the "'obe] Prize in physi.:s 
in ~ 929 for hi~ theor~ of "matter 
waves. 

In "The Mechanism Demands a 
\1ysticism," Prince de Broglie quotes 
from Henri Bergson's work, The Two 
Sources of MoraliTY and Religion, 
which points to the tremendous exten
sion of power humanity has added to 
its being by harnessing the energies ac
cumulating in the earth for millions of 
years. This power, disproportionate to 
:he human spirit which has not grown 
and developed the capacity to direct it, 
he writes, now endangers the human 
species and all other life. 

Although de Broglie recognizes the 
potential benefits -to be derived from 
the fission of uranium, he also recalls 
with sorrow that this discovery was 
:irsl used to create a weapon of im
mense destructive potential. Therefore. 
he feels the moral problem has ac
quired much greater significance, and 
concludes, "Confronted by the dan-
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gers with which the advances of science 
can, if employed for evil, face him, 
man has need of a 'supplement of soul' 
and he must force himself to acquire it 
promptly before it is too late. I t is the 
duty of those who have the mission or 
being the spiritual or intellectual guides 
of humanity to labor to awaken in ir 
this supplement of the soul." 

In another of de Broglie's essays, he 
writes of the ever-increasing efforts of 
scientists to discover more of the extent 
of order and harmony in nature. He 
perceives "the divine joy of discover
ing such harmonies" as the raison 
d'etre of many of these individuals, 
who otherwise may profit little from 
their time and labor. De Broglie claims 
that all sincere scientists recognize thar 
it is this search for truth which justifies 
the efforts of pure science, and which 
constitutes its nobility. 

Like Drs. Heisenberg and Pauli, 
Prince de Broglie believes that there are 
archetypes inherent in man that enable 
him to respond with recognition to rhe 
underlying harmony in nature: 

" ... in reality, in order that hu
manity should have been able to adapr 
itself to live in the world which sur-

Fiji 

One of the chiefs in Rewa Province of 
Viti Levu, Fiji (left) is presented a copy 
of the peace statement during a three
hour proclamation event held last Au-

rounds us, it would undoubtedly be 
necessary that there should be already 
1::-etween this world and our minds 
some analogy of structure .... " 

Erwin Schroedinger, who was 
..i.·.varded the Nobel Prize in physics in 
:933, wrires in several essays of the 
brotherhood of man, determinism and 
;'ree-will, and the failure of science to 
provide answers to questions about the 
reality and purpose of human exis
rence. 

Also contained in Quantum Ques
,:ons are two essays by Albert Einstein, 
who is widely regarded as the greatest 
physicist who ever lived. Dr. Einstein 
saw science, religion and art as distinct
:y separate endeavors, but he believed 
that wonder in the face of "the Mys
tery of the Sublime" was the motivat
ing force behind all of them. In "Cos
mic Religious Feeling," Dr. Einstein 
writes: "The individual feels the fu
tility of human desires and aims and 
,he sublimity and marvelous order 
which reveal themselves both in nature 
and in the world of thought. Individual 
existence impresses him as a sort of 
prison and he wants to experience the 
universe as a single significant whole." 

gust 20 at the Nasilai community hall. 
Seventy copies of the statement in Fi
jian and two in English were presented 
to local dignitaries during the program. 

In compiling these essays, Ken Wil
ber hoped to discourage the trend to 
confuse "temporal, relative, finite 
truth with eternal-absolute truth," as 
well as the idea that physics and mys
ticism are two different approaches to 
the same reality and that all one need 
do to understand one is to learn about 
the other. The study of physics, Mr. 
Wilber writes, is the study of the realm 
of least-Being, which lies at the very 
bottom of the Great Chain of Being 
containing spirit, soul, mind, life and 
the material realm. He claims that the 
reason we have not (and indeed never 
will) find the "missing link" between 
man and animal also reveals why we 
find so few links between the levels in 
the Great Chain: each higher level con
tains but also transcends its predeces
sors, and as such is novel and emer
gent. 

All of the physicists whose writings 
are included in this volume felt com
pelled to go beyond the analysis of the 
functioning and composition of the 
material order, and to explore the 
metaphysical reality. Their writings re
flect their belief in dialogue among dis
ciplines, as well as their interest in the 
exploration of the possibility of rela
tionships between science and religion. 
According to Mr. Wilber, they were all 
successful in their aim of finding that 
physics was compatible with, not con
tradictory to, a mystical view of the 
world. 

Mr. Wilber's intended audience i~ 

not those who already are firmly con
vinced that quantum physics automat
ically supports or proves mystical 
views, but rather those men and wom
en who believe that natural science can 
and will answer all of the important 
questions, those who "bow to science 
as if it were a religion itself." All of the 
essays in this collection address them
selves to Mr. Wilber's central theme: 
"What does it mean that the founders 
of your modern science, the theorists 
and researchers who pioneered the very 
concepts you now worship implicitly, 
the very scientists presented in this 
volume, what does it mean that they 
were, everyone of them, mystics?" 

In presenting these eloquent exam
ples of search and discovery, Mr. Wil
ber invites us to listen to "some of the 
finest dialogues between pl].ysics and 
philosophy and religion ever authored 
by the human spirit." 
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'The world 

South Africa reaches out to media 

The first major media event in South 
African Baha'i history was held Jan
uary 15 in observance of World Relig
ion Day, 

The event was reported in prime time 
on three national television stations as 
well as on English-speaking and ethnic 
radio stations and Afrikaans and Eng
lish-language newspapers, reaching at 
least 10 million people of all races. 

The celebration was opened by 
David Neppe, the mayor of Johannes
burg, who is Jewish. He said that di
versity of religions in Johannesburg is 
welcome as people realize more and 
more that no one religion has a mo
nopoly on truth. 

His audience was a microcosm of the 

Panama 

A teaching team composed of Guaymi 
Bahti 'is in Panama prepares for the 
Bernabe Bejerano Campaign during a 
three-day training course held last De-
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South African people including Zulu. 
Sotho, Twsana, Xhosa, Venda, Asian 
Indian, Malay, Chinese, Afrikaaner 
and English-speaking South Africam. 
An estimated 80 percent of those pres
ent were not Baha'is. 

Included were many leaders of 
thought such as a professor of religious 
studies at Witwatersrand University, 
the president of the South African 
Wildlife Society, and the deputy
mayoral couple of Sandton as well as 
leading educators and artists. 

Among the speakers were many 
widely known religious leaders: the 
head of the Catholic seminary of 
Pretoria; the chief rabbi of the Re
formed Synagogue of Johannesburg; 

cember. After the course, the partici
pants planned to embark on the three
month campaign. 

the prayer leader of the Saivait Hindu 
Temple; and the International Link 
(president) of the Co-Workers of 
\lother Theresa, and her deputy. 

Two Baha'i children, one black and 
one white, read the Golden Rule from 
each religion as its turn came on the 
program, stealing the hearts of the au
dience with their clear and earnest 
delivery. 

Baha'i passages were read by Coun
sellor Daniel Ramoroesi, a black South 
African who was later interviewed 
about his responsibilities as a member 
of the Board of Counsellors. 

Cook Islands 
A steady flow of traveling teachers 

from New Zealand over the past six 
months has given encouragement to 
(he Baha'is of the Cook Islands and 
helped consolidate relationships be
tween the Baha'i community, local res
idents and the media. 

Teachers have visited the islands of 
Rarotonga, Mangaia, Aitutaki and 
Mauke, conducting firesides and deep
enings, giving interviews on radio, vis
iting teachers and students at a center 
for the handicapped, and working with 
youth. 

Paul Bennett, an entertainer from 
New Zealand who is well-known in the 
Cook Islands as a result of previous 
visits, was able to record some of his 
music during his most recent visit. 

The recording includes a Baha'i 
prayer in the indigenous language, and 
verses from The Hidden Words. A re
port of his visit appeared in the Cook 
Island News which said that the songs 
would soon be heard on the radio. 

Ken Zemke, a Baha'i who is a film
maker, presented talks at the Rotary 
Club and the University of the South 
Pacific (Cook Islands) Extension Cen
ter on the effects on society of violence 
in films and videos. 
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Kenya 
In collaboration with the Canadian 

Public Health Association, the Baha'is 
of Kenya have begun a major long
term health program. 

The program, the first that the Ba
ha'is have undertaken with this asso
ciation, involves the immunization of 
children under the age of five against 
major communicable diseases. 

Dr. Ethel Martens, a Baha'i from 
Canada who is a well-known health 
professional, arrived in Kenya last 
December to help with the project. 

Dr. Martens' sister, May Town
shend, an artist and expert in the use of 
local materials to create her art, also 
came to Kenya to help women there 
learn to make hand-crafted objects of 
art. 

• 
Young Baha'is throughout Kenya 

are taking a leading role in teaching 
and community development work in 
that community. 

The youth of Menu are actively in
volved in arranging their own confer
ences, working at extension teaching 
goals, developing programs of music 
and drama, teaching weekly children's 
classes, attending deepening sessions. 
and working on a small-scale economic 
development project. 

• 
The Baha'i Centre in Kimogoi, wes

tern Kenya, was filled to overflowing 
last November 12 as 908 people gath
ered to celebrate the anniversary of the 
Birth of Baha'u'liah. 

The occasion included performances 
by eight choirs. 

Dominica 
As a result of the first translation of 

The Hidden ~Vords into Creole, the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Domi
nica has received letters of appreciation 
from the Prime Minister, the President 
and the Minister for Community De
velopment. 

The translation was included in the 
Independence Day celebration and in 
Creole Week (Semenn Kweyol), and is 
recognized as having advanced the goai 
of preserving and developing Domini
can culture. 

The book is also available on cas
sette tape and was featured recently on 
the Dominican Broadcasting Service. 

Participancs iisten to a fellow student 
at the Community Health Worker 
Training Institu {e in Menu, Western 
Province, Kenya. The Institute, con-

Hawaii 

Last December 6-7. more than 200 
delegates and observers representing a 
cross-section of Hawaii's leadership 
met at the "Governor's Congress on 
Hawaii's International Role" con
vened by Gov. John Waihee. 

Among the invited delegates was 

ducted by Dr. Ethel Martens, a Baha'I 
from Canada, was held last December 
19-30. 

Florence Kelly, director of the Baha'i 
Office of External Affairs in Hawaii. 

The meeting was called to consult on 
Hawaii's role in the Pacific area and to 
explore the contributions Hawaii's 
multi-ethnic society can make in the in
ternational arena. 
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Belgium 
Dr. Niky Kamran, a Baha'i from 

Belgium, received the "Grand Prix de 
I' Academie des Sciences de Belgique, " 
the annual award of the Royal Science 
Academy of Belgium, during a cere
mony held last December 17 at the Ba
ha'i National Center in Brussels. 

Dr. Kamran won the award for his 
work in mathematics, specifically for a 
paper entitled "Contribution to the 
study of the equivalence problem of Eli 
Cartan and its applications to partial 

Colombia 
A team of eight Baha'is including 

Auxiliary Board member Habib Rez
vani and seven Baha'i youth completed 
last fall the initial three-month phase 
of an ongoing teaching campaign in 
Colombia. As of the end of December, 
1,245 new believers had embraced the 
Faith. 

The campaign took the team to 15 
commumtles in the departments 
(states) of Atlantico, Bolivar and 
Sucre. 

Two of its special aims were the for
mation of youth groups and finding 
youth who would be capable of con
ducting regular children's classes. 

After the first phase ended in De
cember, one of the Baha'is returned to 
the community of Santa Catalina and 
found a youth group already holding 
children's classes. They were teaching 
reading to a group of 30 children using 
the Baha'i literacy training booklet, 
"God Illumine Us." 

• 
A forum entitled "Women, Equal

ity, Development and Peace,"-hosted 
by the Baha'is of Cali, Colombia, drew 
an audience of about 1 00 last Decem
ber 12. 

Presentations were made by Isabel 
Arenas, an economist; Mariello Carillo 
Bedoya, national vice-president of the 
Citizens Union program of Colombia; 
and HaIeh Arbab de Correa, a member 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Colombia and program cDordinator of 
community development projects for 
FUNDEAC (Foundation for the 
Teaching and Application of Sciences). 

One of the participants, a journalist, 
asked for an interview with the speak
ers for a radio program that is broad
cast nationally. 
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and ordinary differential equations." 
The 120 guests at the award cere

mony heard message of congratula
tions from the Universal House of 
Justice in which the Supreme Body said 
it would offer prayers for the 29-year
old scientist for "further success in his 
worthy endeavors field of science and 
Faith." 

Dr. Kamran, who received his doc
torate in applied mathematics from the 

Thailand 
The Regional Baha'i Teaching Com

mittee of Yasothon, Thailand, and the 
Santitham Baha'i School together 
planned and carried out Peace Week 
activities January 9-15, bringing exten
sive publicity to the Faith and to the 
cause of peace. 

At its opening event, the education 
officer of Yasothon spoke 10 an audi
ence of about 100 parents, teachers and 
students, praising the Baha'is and the 
Santitham School for their efforts 10 

teach peace. 
A special feature of Peace Week was 

a peace poster contest that involved 
about 150 students from eight schools. 

In addition, the Baha'i kindergarten 
and children from the commercial 
school presented a performance to 
commemorate National Children's 
Day, and two members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Thailand con
ducted a symposium on peace. 

Following Peace Week, the Baha'is 
hosted a meeting for students, teachers 
and parents to consult on ways to con
tinue to promote peace. 

As a result, a peace club comprised 
of four students and a Baha'i pioneer 
was formed. 

• 
The Ben Vinai Hmong camp in Thai

land recently opened a school to teach 
English, Hmong and the Baha'i Faith. 
One hundred thirty-eight students are 
enrolled, and a library soon will open. 
The Spiritual Assembly reports that the 
teaching work is being actively pur
sued. 

The first Spiritual Assembly of 
Napho (Lao camp) was elected last 
September. At that time there were 109 
Baha'is in the camp; as of February, 
there were 199. 

Cniversity of Waterloo, Canada, was a 
professor in the Institute for Advanced 
Studies at Princeton University, has 
published or co-published 43 scientific 
;,apers since 1983, and has lectured in 
Canada, Colombia, France, Italy and 
the Cnited States. He has been the re
cipient of significant grants in mathe
matics from four sources including 
Princeton and the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO). 

In Amphil Site II (Khmer camp), the 
Baha·is are operating a rice mill project 
10 raise money for community develop
ment. The local Assembly has also or
ganized classes in mathematics, chem
istry and English. 

\1eanwhile, the first Spiritual As
-embly of Obok Site II (Khmer camp) 
\\as ejected last September. 

The Baha'i community of Ritthysen 
Site II south (Khmer camp) has grown 
10 more than 400 in the past year. The 
local Assembly conducts daily child
ren's classes; about 300 students attend 
to learn English and to study aspects of 
the Faith. 

• 
The Baha'is of Aranyaprathet, Thai

land, organized an exhibition on peace 
and the Baha'i Faith for the Cantaloup 
Fair held last December 24-January I. 

During the fair the deputy Minister 
of the Interior, Sanoh Thienthong, was 
given a copy of the peace statement 
and a bouquet. 

Two thousand peace pamphlets were 
given away, two people embraced the 
Faith, and the Baha'is were invited to 
present a lecture January 19 at the 
Aranyaprathet High School. 

• 
The first member of Thailand's 

Karen people to embrace the Faith did 
so in January in Tha Kham Nua, 
Chiang \1ai Province. 

Five more of the Karen people were 
enrolled later in Amphur Om Koi. 

• 
A Baha'i winter school held January 

13-15 in Chiangmai, Thailand, resulted 
in three enrollments, contributions to 
the Arc fund by all those in attendance, 
and the initiation of a Baha'i Child
ren's Arc Fund. 
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The Gambia 
During her recent visit to The Gam

bia, Counsellor Beatrice Asare met 
with members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly and the Auxiliary Board, vis
ited dignitaries, traveled to many vil
lages, visited development projects, 
and took part in a three-day Winter 
School. 

Following the school, an interview 
with the Counsellor was broadcast as a 
news item on Radio Gambia in English 
and all other local languages. 

As a result, the religious affairs of
ficer for the radio station offered to 
cover future Baha'i events for the 
media. 

Counsellor Asare visited the chief 
executive of the Women's Bureau, 
whom she encouraged in her vital work 
of bringing about the equality of wom
en and men, and with whom she dis
cussed the importance of prayer. 

She also met a Gambian lawyer in 
the Ministry of Justice, and was in
strumental in drafting a bill to revise 
the country's laws on the status of 
women. 

• 
United Nations Human Rights Day 

was commemorated last December 10 
at the National Haziratu'l-Quds in 
Banjul, The Gambia. 

The opening address was given by 
Fatoumata Tambajang, assistant pro
gram officer of the UN Development 
Program in Banjul and president of the 
National Women's Council. 

Following the keynote address by 
Auxiliary Board member Dale Robert
son, who is principal of the Marina In
ternational School, closing remarks 
were offered by the Hon. Alkali James 
Gaye, a member of Parliament and 
secretary of The Gambia's Ministry of 
External Affairs. 

Jamaica 
A major breakthrough for the Car

ibbean Baha'i communities came re
cently when the National Spiritual As
sembly of Jamaica was asked to pre
pare a detailed curriculum for a chap
ter on the Faith to be included in the 
first-year compulsory Caribbean Ex
amination Council course on compara
tive religion. 

In their second year, high school stu
dents in Jamaica will be able to stud v 
in depth the religion of their choice .. 

India 

Sir David Goodall. the British High 
Commissioner in Delhi, is shown a 
booklet during his visit in January to 

A special prayer service dedicated to 
the memory of those who died in the 
recent earthquake in Armenia was held 
last December II at the Baha'i House 
of Worship in New Delhi, India. 

Two days later, Counselor S. Kon
stantinov of the Russian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs visited the Temple, 
spending more than an hour in the li
brary where he asked many questions 
about the Faith and requested several 

the Baha'I House of Worship in Baha
pur, i\iew Delhi, India. 

Baha'i books. 
• 

A paper on "Science and Spiri-
tuality" was presented by a Baha'i at 
the fifth International Conference 
Toward the Harmonic Convergence of 
Science, Culture and Consciousness. 

The conferene was held January 3-5 
in India. 

The paper, which was well-received, 
was to be published as a part of the 
conference proceedings. 
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Argentina 

The Baha'i Cultural Centre of Bue-
• nos Aires, Argentina, which has been 

named the May Maxwell Centre, pre
sents a puppet show for the children of 
:he district e\'ery 15 days. 

The shov. is given by E! Re:ablo dei 
\1osquito (The Mosquito's Retable), a 
group composed of Baha 'j~ and their 
friends. It is also taken to e\ents ar
ranged by other groups. 

The performances at the Centre are 
,);:,er: to the public, and an a\ erage oj 
15 children of non-Baha '] :'amijies a1-
:enc regular!\ 

• 
\1ore ~han 300 people aTTended a 

Puppels from The May .\1axwell Bahd '/ 
Culrural CenTre in Buenos A ires, A r· 
renTina, enTertain adults and children 
in nearby CenTennial Park. The Cul-
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celebration last September 18 in Bur
zaco, Argentina, of :he lnterna:ior,a: 
Day of Peace. 

The event, which v. a~ planned r\ a 
grour of Auxilia~~ Ebard n;e;-;~~~', 
and the entire Bah<i': ,'ClmmU:1i:\ ,-: 
Burzaco, included such ac!i\i!ie~ a< a 
children's drawing contest. ,Iudged t.,~. 

kindergarten and pflma;-y schoo. 
teachers and one member of the loca: 
Spiritual Assembly: a peace confe~er"e 
rha: featured a L!liled l\atiom r;;:T, 
and presentatiom r\ many nOlabk~ 

from the commur:.::.: .::nc a reii,,;:;:' 
ance by ;he cnijd~er. Ga,ed or; ,r.;: 
theme of peace. 

rural Cf'nTrf' presenTs puppeT shows for 
children in [he distriCT abouT Twice each 
monrh. 

Pakistan 
An important goal of the Six Year 

?:ar :" Pakistan was achiewd with the 
:~2ut:uration January 4-8 of 2 Teacher 
:"2!:l;ng lmtitute at Lahore. 

T~.:: 3irn 01 The insrilure \\ J~ !e r;t'

, :c::re :~e Baha'] communiTY of Paki~tan 
.'", e;;:ry by troops. 

Fo,,:y-five participants from nine 
.:enters were cheered by the presence of 
Cour;<.eJ)or Sabir .A.faqi and b~ a stim
,::::':-:t: flrogram of le.::ure<. "cd,· 
':.,'1". alldio-\'isual presematiom. a 
'7'l::,c:a' se,~ion with the relati\'es of 
'~:2"':-', and a /,uti,ic :.leeting e:1ti'.k:' 

~::'~:,'::::Jctior Ie a Worid Religion." 
• 

-\mong recent \'isitors to the Office 
,': the Coordinator of Persian Affairs 
In Lahore, Pakistan, have been govern
ment officials who are interested in 
becoming more closel) acquainted with 
the Baha'i refugee program and the 
Ba~a'i Faith i"elf. 

\ i,il0r~ ha\ t in~.:!udec r:1e:r:her'- (1: 

:~e Lni!ed 1\allom High Commission 
for Refugees (LSHCR) in Islamabad 
ar;d Lahore: an official from the 
\lini~:;~ of Justice of the ~elherlands; 
a delegation from Finland that includ
ed the Ambassador from the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, the Ambassador of 
the Embassy of Finland in Tehran, and 
three ,enior officials of the Finnish 
government; and the Australian Im
migration Officer from Canberra . 

• 
A public meeting organized last Oc

tober 29 by the local Youth Committee 
of Peshawar, Pakistan, to commemo
rate Lnited Nations Day was covered 
by two major newspapers, the Khyber 
Mail and the Frontier Post. 

The chief guest for the occasion. Dr. 
Abdul \1atin, \'ice-chancellor of the 
university of Peshawar, sent a letter of 
appreciation to the committee, com
menting on the well-organized confer
ence and wishing its members "great 
success in (your) noble mission ... 

Spain 
An intensive teaching campaign in 

northe,n Spain has led to the forma
tion of a local Spiritual Assembly in 
Logrono with the enrollment of three 
Basque believers, the opening of se-
veral new localities and the declara
tions of 13 Romani people. 

i 
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Bolivia 

One of the Euals of [fie Bana'; ,·or.; 
munity of Santa Cruz. Bolivia. \~a~ '0 

,e[ up 10 groups of Baha'i ~hiidre',·' 
:!a~ses betor~ Rid"an ! Y~9, .-\~ ,.~r' :1":::
\lan.:h. the ~ommuni[:. ':ad !1iIle :"";:-:~

;ioning dasses, 
Eight,are held in ruLli areas, and ,i.\ 

are taught by Baha'is who live in :he 
communities in which they are held, 

One of the classes is taught by a Ba
ha'i. Dona Eloina Montano, who k:'[ 
.;chool after the fourth grade and no'". 
at age 53, leaches children who car:r,,:: 
afford to go e\ en to the IJubiic ~chcc:C, 

Some of her ,tudents. however. ha' ~ 
ione on to the pu blic ,chooi, enter:-: =' 
at the second or third grade te\ei :::
,(ead of the first, and receiving honc~, 
as outstanding students. 

When asked what difference edu-:J
tion will make in the liveS of these.:!;::
dren, Dona Eloina 'iaY';, ", . , if :he:. 
:carn :i.) unJc;-,;rand '.\ :"":~.H [~lc: ... ,:-:-..:, 
and l~~:-~ frc::: :hc Ba~:.1·: ~L"'0~'. ~'~':" 

they'll reJiize ~he Ji::ere:1c~ '~,~ 

,elves, .. 

, .. :,)\,.,1 With "riu,'! B'lha 'i, :Jr~ "on!/! r" Tht'fr !t'ach!!r is Dona Efoina .'v!onrano 
"'c' c'hlidri!rl ,,;i7r! J[[!!'1d Baha'[ chlld- ,"ho has been reaching a children's 
','" '" (',:as"!!" n!!u,' ~at1{Ll Cril~, Bo(i,'w dill'S ,lor near!.v [WO ,vears, 

Philippines 
Last ~ovember. the Baha'i~ or ::-.;; ~-.: .. mJ roe \..'illetuin Ui>!eC lil-; ·:n,ire 

Philippine' ~c'!ebr~lted :;;c' )Oth r:-: ' "'c', :n.::'''':, 
··f·~rsary .)f :~~ "lr-;\;a: -,.' .~~~ F..l:::-

\tor~ ~:t3: '~I' ~t.?c"--·:: ltr~:l~::-': _~ 

..:ommemGr:J.=:'. -~ .ll::\"·r.~,,,,~-- or: ')i'l13:-l,.'· ~. 

~.l::L.!J.:" n.1ilJ t ":: .. l.'l"lC\ _1;.: oc:~:~ ;--: . .: .. ...; 
'"' .. P~<:: ... r;:··,-_· ?::~.:~~~-: p; _"'\.:::()):r:~ 

."-:--:::--.,: T~~~·.\ -'-'-'.'.= ~_: .. \.:~a."J";c,,; J:-,; ";L~--

_·:udir.g ',-~ -. -~ :,:, - \, .,_. ~-.. " ' . .lr..... "."<_>:-': 3~~,~:...:.· ..... 
~go, mcrr:Ce:-" J~ i.hc ~.!.p~0r.~~ Spi~:· .. : .. 1 ~~~~lf...;: ~,: ,:~t:~~ .~·f ... '.-;:~.~ ... ~':,~~: 

Assembly. two Auxiliar:, Board :r,<:~-. '; = :'ocr ;;a;'" .J f the Philippi~cs :lod 0\ er
bers, the "jce-io',crnor 'r' Luznr:. "': <,.;, 
mayor of Soiano, and a number 'iearly 3U K.!1mer, Lao, Chinese and 
other distinguished guc>s~s, \:etname~e :'riend~ regularly a~,er.J ~he 

.\ t'.\'O-\\·e~~ =('a~~:;:~ -:-' :\; ... :: _'~~:-~' .. ~ ;~ 

out during :he ~erio<i ~:' ,~elebr:L.''

resulted in the e::rollmc:-:: cr' mL',-; 
lOO i1e',\ ::odie',;:r; :' 
and the t'or:-na,ior: 
Spirituai .-\sSer7lblicS, 

,-\Iso. 510 ;:;e~CJie i:T,~':: ::"':'. 

\vhum \\'erc not Ban a . ~S) ~ .. ~lC' pJ.~~ 

Baha'i-sponsored Children') F es~" ::, 
in the Antipolo Bicoi ~egiol! ie";:,"-; 
feeling the effe~ts or a re:~:l' ::.,.,t",,-., 

• 
F,-'Ilowing :l ':re"~c,; '" '.;'_' 

:~\! 'egrit0 arca o( G~:.:::-.:~~ \1..: .... 
:he Philippines. :he C"':e:':..l;:-: 
members of his tribe ernbr;:h:ec 

Faith. 
Another public meeting was reque," 

Bermuda 

: \ ~L''''':L':''': J 

.. _='~('n' ... 1.:--:,": 
. 'J.'-' 

-t-- .1 ...... !_ 

~ : ': " :"':''':', \...., \'.c '~' .'. 

.~ 1 - -

'~~~hc::- (~~ fLl." ~-,.~"" ;'-,;n: "~,-' :".':-
_.<.if ,ong by ::i(e\ Ie \\ 0nJe~, "rJtl~n 

::r the white keys, 

Uruguay 
The Baha'i ;;ommunity of \laldo, 

naJ.o helped .:elebrate th~ 50th .1:-1i1i·.-~r
'lar~. ~)f ~11~ FJ.ith in L'~ug~~:l:' :J.:-'~ 

~tJ\';,!mDc:- jy staging a ;: .va-day ~.~ ~nL 

:n:ir:ec.: "D:lY, '.Jf Peace" 
\rn('r'g :he varied ::i~-:', i::-;" ',~r~ 

..inJ ~hc ChilJrcn'~ COt..:r~~::. -.l :~ .:ut;: 
gathering, a presentation on women 
;.md peace. and a "chiidren" e,,'::.:>Uf1, 
ter" that featured clowns and a theatre 
production, 

Thr\)ughout the eV~tI~ j. \:';:'.il: 1: ... · 
riay about the Faith. ~upponed JY :l 

;c:ection of book.;. was exhibitec: 1, 'i~e 

• 
-\ ~lnc-J..1Y [eJ.~hing pr:Jjcc~ :J.:< ~('

_·.::,:c~: ,,: Beie!1, L r'..lg:.:a ... :c''': '.: ::-,' 
-:nrotlment of 158 new Baha',~ while 
raising proclamation of the Fairh to a 
higher leve! among Bahfi'; yot:th ,mel 

T~c ;::' .... '.;c'.:t. ~purr~d Oi. by :~c ~\l-
:~'''''';j::('!: ,;~. C01~nsctl:)r (~~l~Ll'· -: ~- .... ":-

-":j .... ~·~;';:-ll -\Li.\lli.1[~ B\)arJ ;n~rr.2'-::~, 

,-t:'~ c, Lt', ~!:~g tc:.L:hcrs. i:1~iuJcj ~ jJ.i::. 
·;\hlbit:~:f1 in [he ciL: 's main squJ.r~ and 
\\a5 supported by radio announce
ments. 
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Nigeria 
More than 400 new believers were 

enrolled in the Cause and 10 new local 
Spiritual Assemblies were formed as a 
,esul! of the BehinCalabar-\1amfe 
Road Teaching Campaign launched 
~2.~7 Dece;nt1er ;~ ~'ife1'"ia. 

-:-\\ ent) -tv .. 0 ('ommunilie~ \\ e~f \'i~il

:'c durinf :he ~ampaign. Ten of L he -414 
:leW Baha 'is are village chieftains. 

As a result of the visits, the spirits of 
:he Baha'is were rekindled. Deepening, 
:.:-,j ~hildrer.·s .:las~e~ \\'ere '0e~'df1 :c· 
~ ~;::s(llijale these ne\\" and rejc\"Cnaled 
_ c,~munities 

!= c:-~;:ng i~ ;; ~;2_:i"I; 0':CUiia:j,~,~ :;- :"t-:t 

_ -~a. and :r:.ar.y Baha 'is su~pended 

:;".e;:- farming aCli\ities for TWO weeb 
.:. :at,e ran ir: the campaign. 

The area wa, \'isited twice bei ore the 
.:ampaign to inform local communities 
0" upcoming acti\'itie, and encourage 
::'t' .-\s,em blies to meet. 

munities one month before the cam
paign began, and other teachers al<;C' 
arri\'ed in advance to . d;;'.;;iarize :hcr;> 
~t'\e, \\ ith tht' area. 

()~j .l2nuar> l ~-2':. : -.~ Dd.:-j~ ;~. ~\, ". 

g~~ia :elebrated \\ I); ,.:: :. nJI~ \\eo, ~. 

:hc Ohafemi AW01c\\\ '_' ":,.:;!\ ~:,i:\, 

The Baha'i, wek'ome'::: ~h~ "a~ti_:~<c' 
tion of Counsellor H:zzaya Hi"ar:; 
who met with uni\ef''::\ 'ta!! and <:--
jenl~. \·1~1·.ed c. rJ?li":-"' .;2~::- :'~1: ~.~ . 

JU\.'led jcerening~ ~r~ ~l-=~::.l~)f-: :~' '<"ll":':: ~

inf' at !11c..:,~· 0! :h:' \\ :::";. . ~ :::'" (:T:> 

lerenee ~ron~oreo t':, ::;~ :')r;;-;;L.~·d 

't'mbj~ c,r Ife, 
In ('Ir~ning :he _c';':::' c' _~, P; ," 

LawaI. representing the \ ice-chanceilol 
of Obafemi Awolowo L'ni\ersity. com
mended the Bah2'i< f'c': :~]()(J,i:lt: . he 
theme "A Practica: -\rproach ie' 

A member of the State Teaching Peace." adding tha: ~;.:: '2len: \',:,' 

::t Baha '; Center, deepened the 
::lend, and began holding children'~ 

~~a~se~ and d~\\Tl r:-a~·e:~. 
-\r. inslilUle \\a~ held in t\\O com-

Transkei 

Ndiphine Zenani (center), a 12th grade 
student from St. John's College in Um
tata, Transkei, won first prize in an es
sa.l contest, sponsored by the Spiritual 
AS5t'n:biy of Cmwta, k'hose theme was 
',-4 World Withour Prejudice. ' In all. 
44 essays were Judged by rwo lecturers 
from rhe English department of rhe 
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~ .. '; ~ ,. I'~ 

mon: Cl!~ earth," 
He recommended ,:~.::\ ul tht ,WikC 

:<alement 10 heIr ir~ ~ '.~:~~·.l;):~l~ ;:~ d~

tical measure~ for achinl!1g un]\er<.a' 

University of Transkei and by Mrs. Jan 
Bassari of the Bahd'( community of 
Umtafa. Also picrured are (Iefr to 
righl) Tammr A1x(} and Jan Bassari, 
represellflng lile 5pm:z,/a,-' 4ssemol.l' of 
Umrara; Mrs, .".-frooa. an English 
reacher at Sr. John's Co/i{'ge; and G. 
French. headma.lfer af 51. John's, 

,",eace. 
Other act]\']tles during the week in

_Juaeci :he 13th annual Ife Book Fair. 
:.: \\ h::h !1~dny reorle ~ecei\ed infor
"~Z!'l:'~ C::l~ :->,'ught boc)b aboue :he 
: d!;r. ",;1 J " ,"C lebrano:1 (If \\ 0rid Re
,,~ior: Da\. 

• 
-\, 2: j~sult of the h.aduna-Gwar: 

-; eaching Project held last year in nor-
: '!ern ,\;igeria. J 45 new helie\er~ em
>-. J. ... t~ ::It raj~jl and ~e\ c'1~ :It?\\ j\'h:a~ 

':,:r::u,,: A~~emblie~ \\ere formed. 
-\ ~::-;:'Y! f:-on; the 'ationa! Sriritua: 

"~;:"~-~:~\ .. t'igeria .:"2.>,'. ·'TIi:.' 
,,:'.lq;Jene,,~ oi this project. the fifth 
,.;.:h ;oroject in ~igeria in :he past J 4 
:-:~on:!":'. i, tha; iT took iJla:e among" 
mlllority tribe (Gwari) which is mainly 
\luslim. " 

-\~ ;:--c;-! of the ~:ony.;oljdati0rJ \\'orh jr; 

:hat area, two tutorial schoob ha\(' 

Peru 
Raj:c Baha'j del Lago Titicaca ir. 

;' ,,;JC, Pt'ru. ~t:\:en;l: .eiebrated :t, 
clghtf, anni\er~ary with TWO well-re
,cl\ec e\'ents. 

The first. a "mini-Olympiad," 
brought together 30 volleyball and soc
,';:c te2.:Tl~ and 120 men and 50 womer: 
\\:w :~lok part in a ma;athon "cha~-

The ;.::--:-ond. a folk mmic fest!\a:. 
jre\\ :.000 peorle to see performance;; 
oy 40 well-known folk groups. 

\1an: local dignitaries congratulated 
Radio Baha'i for its great success . 

• 
Las: December, at a ceremony or-

ganized by the Association of Radio 
Announcers to mark Announcer~' 

Day, Radio Baha'i del Lago Titicaca 
was one of two stations praised as be
in& the :\nly radio statiom fulfilling tht 
goals 0: de\'eloping the culture and ad
\'ancing the progress of the city of 
Puno, Peru. 

At that same event, a Baha'i youth, 
Rufino Paredes Lipe, who speaks on 
Radio Baha'f and is fluent in Quechua, 
Aymara and Spanish, was given the ti
,le "Star Speaker 1988." 

Radic Baha'i i~ being a.:-:orded ;-,;:
:her re-:-ognition a" high schoolteachers 
assign s:udents tasb invohing research 
of the Baha'i Faith and re;-er to the sta
:Jon a~ a resource. 

s 



Australia 
The Farhangi Teaching Project in 

Western Australia, which began with 
two days of prayer, study and plan
ning, resulted in 85 enrollments. 

The seven-member team helped con
duct a Baha'i funeral, attended a 
meeting with 300 Aborigines from the 
Pilbara region, and were embraced as 
members of the Aboriginal family. 

The Aboriginal people are reported 
to be excellent Baha'i teachers . 

• 
Successful teaching efforts contin

ued in northern Australia last October, 
especially among Aborigines. 

Twenty new believers were enrolled 
in Onslow, Western Australia, and 20 
more during an Aboriginal Conference 
in mid-October in Normanton, Queens
land. 

The remote Croydon Shire in North
ern Australia, with a population of on
ly 320, is now 10 percent Baha'i. 

• 
An Australian bicentennial publica

tion, Dunolly, Yesterday and Today, 
mentions Effie Baker, who in 1923 be
came the first woman in Australia to 
accept the Baha'i Faith. 

The booklet refers to her interna
tionally recognized talent as a photog
rapher. 

Miss Baker, who was born in the 
area of Dunolly, Bet Bet Shire, \':-:
toria, produced the photographs used 
to illustrate Shoghi Effendi's transla
tion of Nabil's classic history of the 
early years of the Faith, The Da~fn
Breakers. 

• 
The Rainbow Dancers, a 20-member 

theatre group composed of Aborig
inals, Australians, Chinese, .\laor:s. 
Persians and Tongans, which began a 
teaching tour performing ethnic songs 
and dances in towns throughout :--:ew 
South Wales following Australia's re
cent National Youth Conference and 
Teaching Conference, have completed 
their itinerary after pleasing many au
diences and receiving extensive pub
licity on television and radio and in ,he 
press. 

The most enthusiastic audien-:es 
were reported in two Aboriginal com
munities, one in the interior of :--:ew 
South Wales and the other on the north 
coast. 

Shown with some of the Baha'(s of 
.Wareeba, northern Queensland, Aus
tralia, are Farhad and Roofia Noran
bakht, new arrivals in Australia from 
Iran, who now live in the region. Their 

In late December, a National Youth 
Conference in Wollongong, New 
South Wales, Australia, was followed 
by a National Teaching Conference in 
Sutherland, NSW. 

A special guest speaker at the Teach
ing Conference was the Hand of the 
Cause of God Collis Featherstone. The 
Hand of the Cause William Sears ad
dressed the conference from overseas 
via telephone, as did Counsellor Joy 
Stevenson of the International Teach
ing Centre in Haifa. 

Also sharing news from their com
munities via telephone link-ups were 
members of the National Spiritual As
semblies of Japan and New Zealand. 

Aboriginal Baha'is from the far 
north of the country brought news of 
recent victories. The National As
sembly of New Zealand sent two Maori 
Baha'is to join a multi-cultural theatre 
group, the Rainbow Dancers, which is 
now traveling throughout New South 
Wales after attending both confer
ences. 

• 
On February 5, more than 350 peo

ple attended an observance at the Ba
ha'i House of Worship in Sydney, 
Australia, of the Chinese New Year. 

The service, conducted in English, 

efforts among the aboriginais of north
ern Queensland, despite a limited 
knowledge of English, have led to great 
teaching successes. 

Korean, Vietnamese and Chinese, was 
followed by a presentation on the 
basics of the Baha'i Faith, in English 
and Mandarin, at the Information' 
Centre. 

More than half of those attending 
were of Asian descent, among them 
Helen Shan-ho, a member of the legis
lative council of the state parliament 
for New South Wales, who was given 
copies of the peace statement in Eng
lish and Chinese. 

• 
Following the recent visit of a teach

ing team of Baha'is to the north of 
Western Australia, a new local Spir
itual Assembly was formed at Three 
Mile Reserve, near Port Hedland, and 
19 people were enrolled in the Faith in 
Onslow, Roeburne and Three Mile. 

Tanzania 
The three-week-Iong Dorothy Baker 

teaching campaign, held in the Same 
area of Tanzania, resulted in about 105 
primary and high school teachers 
learning about the Faith. 

Fourteen of these teachers were 
among the 46 people who embraced the 
Faith during the course of the cam
paign. 
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Essay 

'W orl.d Peace: A Baba'i Perspective' 

In January 1988 I enrolled in Chem
eketa Community College in Salem, 
Oregon, with the idea of obtaining a 
few more credits toward a Human Ser
vices degree. On the first day of class, 
one of the instructors mentioned that a 
course on peace-studies was being in
troduced on a trial basis, and although 
it was a Humanities course, it would 
count as an elective for the Human Ser
vices program. 

After class I presented him with a 
copy of "The Promise of World 
Peace." As he leafed through it, he 
commented that he had the greatest re
spect for the Baha'is whom he had met 
through his involvement in the Beyond 
War organization. He then suggested 
that the peace studies course might be 
of interest to me. I subsequently en
rolled in the course, seeing in it a pos
sible chance to teach the Faith. 

As it turned out, the response to the 
course was overwhelming. After limit
ing the class to 50 students, many 
others had to be turned away, an un
usual situation in that this is a very 
conservative area of the country. Sev
eral weeks into the course it became 
obvious that the slant was more toward 
the elimination of nuclear weapons 
rather than a study of the underlying 
causes of war. At the same time, we 

This essay, "The Establishment of 
World Peace: A Baha'i Perspective, " 
was written for a course in peace 
studies at Chemeketa (Oregon) Com
munity College by Ken Francisco, a 
Baha'l who pioneered for more than a 
decade to Panama and other areas of 
Central America before returning to 
the U.S. in 1977. It is presented here as 
an example of how Baha '{ students can 
use certain courses of study to acquaint 
others with the basic teachings of the 
Faith and its perspective on the inevi
tability of world peace. 

Walking out of the building that 
evening, I couldn't help thinking 
of the change in receptivity to
ward the Faith that I had exper
ienced-and the words of the 
Universal House of Justice to 
the effect that 'now is the time to 
teach!' 

were given a chance to choose a special 
project for extra credit. The project 
that I selected was an essay entitled 
"The Establishment of World Peace: 
A Baha'i Perspective." 

After submitting the essay I was ap
proached by the teaching staff and ask
ed if they might reproduce it as a hand
out to the class for home study, and 
also if I would address the class and of
fer some background information on 
Baha'u'llah and the Baha'i Faith. 

On the second to last evening of the 
course, each student and seven faculty 
members was given a copy of the essay 
and a copy of "The Promise of World 
Peace," and I was given an opportu
nity to present a discourse on the 
Cause. The following week, which was 
the final session of the class, I had the 
opportunity to further discuss the 
teachings of Baha'u'llah, the response 
to which was spontaneous applause 
from students and faculty alike, for the 
wisdom and hope that Baha'u'llah of
fers the world. Following that class I 
was approached by Joel Martin, one of 
the faculty members who had worked 
to establish the course. He smiled as he 
held up his copy of "The Promise of 
World Peace" and said, "This will 
help serve as an outline for this course 
next year!" 

As I gathered my books and papers 
to leave I was approached by a number 
of students and faculty members with 

questions about the Faith and expres
sions of appreciation for a sense of re
newed hope for the future of humani
ty. Walking out of the building that 
evening, I couldn't help thinking of the 
change in receptivity toward the Faith 
that I had experienced-and the words 
of the Universal House of Justice to 
the effect that "now is the time to 
teach!" 

The EstabUshment of World Peace: 
A Baha'i Perspective 

The establishment of world peace, as 
those of the Baha'i Faith envision it, 
goes far beyond the elimination of nu
clear or chemical weapons. It goes even 
beyond the cessation of open hostilities 
played out on battlefields and in war
rooms across the face of our planet. 

These considerations, however im
portant and necessary, are but a cos
metic approach in the treatment of su
perficial symptoms of the underlying 
problems afflicting the human race. 

In the words of the Universal House 
of Justice, the world administrative 
body of the Baha'i Faith, in its open 
letter to the peoples of the world en
titled "The Promise of World Peace": 

"Banning of nuclear weapons, pro
hibiting the use of poison gases, or out
lawing germ warfare will not remove 
the root causes of war. However im
portant such practical measures obvi
ously are as elements of the peace pro
cess, they are in themselves too super
ficial to exert enduring influence. Peo
ple are ingenious enough to invent yet 
other forms of warfare, and to use 
food, raw materials, finance, industrial 
power, ideology, and terrorism to sub
vert one another in an endless quest for 
supremacy and dominion. Nor can the 
present massive dislocation in the af
fairs of humanity be resolved through 
the settlement of specific conflicts or 
disagreements among nations. A gen
uine universal framework must be 
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adopted." 
The Baha'i Faith, which was found

ed in early 19th century Persia (Iran), is 
the youngest of the major religions of 
the world and has its own laws, institu
tions, calendar and scriptures, and is 
the first religion with the primary goal 
of promoting the establishment of 
world peace and understanding, har
mony and justice among the varied re
ligions and political and social philos
ophies and the re-education of man
kind with the purpose of the perma
nent elimination of the barriers of dis
crimination based on race, nationality, 
gender, social and economic differen
tiation as well as religious misunder
standing and intolerance that have his
torically been the cause of suffering 
and death to vast portions of humani
ty. 

Among the basic tenets of the Baha'i 
Faith are: 
The essential harmony of science and 
religion 

Science and religion must be seen as 
two facets of the same reality, as the 
two wings that carry forward an ever
advancing civilization. If either wing 
should be allowed to weaken, civiliza
tion will falter. In the words of Baha'
u'llah, the Founder of the Baha'i 
Faith: 

"To acquire knowledge is incumbent 
on all, but of those sciences which may 
profit the people of the earth . ... " 
"The possessors of sciences and arts 
have a great right among the people of 
the world." H ••• Indeed, the real 
treasury of man is his knowledge . .. " 

This concept is further explained by 
His son, 'Abdu'l-Baha, in the follow
ing passages: H ••• the religion of God 
is the promoter of truth, the founder of 
science and knowledge,' it is full of 
goodwill for learned men; it is the civ
ilizer of mankind, the discoverer of the 
secrets of nature, and the enlightener 
of the horizons of the world . ... " 
" . .. knowledge is the most glorious 
gift of man and the most noble of hu
man perfections. To oppose knowledge 
is ignorant; he who detests knowledge 
and science is not a man, but rather an 
animal without intelligence. For 
knowledge is light, life, felicity, perfec
tion, beauty and the means for ap
proaching the Threshold of Unity. It is 
the honor and glory of the world of hu
manity, the greatest bounty of God. 
Knowledge is identical with guidance, 
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and ignorance is real error. " 
Our history books demonstrate 

clearly how, when science and reason 
are abdicated in favor of religious doc
trine, we become sunk in an abyss of 
superstition and ignorance, as evi
denced by the period referred to as 
"the Dark Ages of Europe," and the 
world of today is more than sufficient 
to demonstrate what can happen when 
knowledge and science become un
coupled from the morality and ethics 
born of religious belief. True science 
and true religion complement each 
other. The inspiration for both is re
ceived from the same Source. We are 
taught, however, that should religious 
understanding and science conflict, re
ligion should defer to science and 
reason, and religious understanding 
will eventually become manifest. 

To exemplify how science can bring 
about unity and understanding among 
peoples, we have only to point out how 
the science of genetics has proved con
clusively in this century, through un
raveling the genetic code, that human
ity is indeed one species, that every 
human being on the planet is quite lit
erally related to every other. 

It will be, in part, through the recog
nition of the validity of the sciences by 
the followers of various religious com
munities that the beginnings of under
standing, and therefore unity, will be 
established. 
A spiritual solution to the economic 
problem 

We have seen in this century how 
communications technology has en
abled mankind to view the entire 
planet; how, instantaneously, the bil
lionaire can, with but a flick of a 
finger, turn on a television set from the 
comfort of his boardroom, luxury 
penthouse or mansion, and see the face 
and hear the cries of a dying African 
child-before that child's tears have 
had time to roll down his face into the 
dust. Conversely, the electronic mir
acle of television allows millions of 
people in famine-wracked countries to 
stare into appliance-store windows and 
watch in quiet desperation as peoples 
of other nations consume seemingly 
unlimited quantities of goods, food, 
and natural resources in an orgy of 
self-satisfaction, without considering 
for a moment how their demand on the 
limited resources of a finite planet 
drives prices farther and farther from 

the reach of whole populations, thus 
destroying, in many instances, the lim
ited chances for their continued sur
\ival. 

That entire generations have been 
raised to view this disparity as accep
table is a commentary on the moral 
and ethical shortcomings of the com
bined political and spiritual leadership 
of our world. That the practice of self
advancement over consideration for 
the needs of others has been variously 
condemned by the founders of all of 
the world's religions is beyond ques
tion. 

"The inordinate disparity between 
rich and poor, a source of acute suffer
ing, keeps the world in a state of insta
bility, virtually on the brink of war. 
Few societies have dealt effectively 
\\ith this situation. The solution calls 
for the combined application of spir
itual, moral and practical approaches. 
A fresh look at the problem is required, 
entailing -:xmsultation with experts 
from a wide spectrum of disciplines, 
devoid of economic and ideological po
lemics, and involving the people di
rectly affected in the decisions that 
must urgently be made. It is an issue 
that is bound up not only with the 
necessity for eliminating the extremes 
of wealth and poverty but also with 
those spiritual verities the understand
ing of which can produce a new univer
sal attitude. Fostering such an attitude 
is itself a major part of the solution." 
(The Universal House of Justice, Oc
tober 1985) 
Equality of rights and privileges be
tween men and women 

"Since the Baha'i Faith, whose 
teachings, principles and laws guide the 
Baha'i International Community, is 
the first religion to proclaim unequivo
cally the principle of the equality of 
rights, privileges and responsibilities 
for men and women, worldwide Baha'i 
programs are always concerned, within 
their own community and in society at 
large, with the advancement of wom
en." (Baha'i International Communi
ty, 1975) 

The establishment of the equality of 
rights and privileges between men and 
women will be, Baha'is believe, an
other major part of the foundation of a 
just and lasting peace on earth. Wom
en must be recognized as the primary 
educators of the human race, as it is at 
the knee of the mother that humanity 



receives its first instruction. It is there, 
also, that the barriers between peoples 
are either constructed or destroyed. It 
is in part because of this-the greatest 
of all human responsibilities-that 
woman should receive the fullest edu
cation and instruction available. It is 
also because without her complete in
teraction in the construction of society, 
and the full influence of her moderat
ing effect on the affairs of humanity, 
neither harmony among nations nor 
true justice will ever prevail. 

"Improvement in the status of wom
en in the Baha'i world community rests 
securely on several interrelated con
cepts which lend it added strength and 
support. In the Baha'i view, the good 
of anyone part of society is essential to 
the happiness and well-being of the 
whole. The role of women in society 
must, therefore, always be seen in the 
light of the organic oneness of human
ity. All principles and actions which 
strengthen the bonds uniting members 
of the human race will in turn advance 
the position of women. For this reas
on, Baha'i communities strive to attain 
unity in diversity-not uniformity
through the abolition of all forms of 
discrimination, whether of sex, race, 
creed, nationality or class. The ad
vancement of women among Baha'is 
springs, therefore, not only from the 
motivation which their Faith inspires, 
but also from an assumption of re
sponsibility for action on the part of 
every person in his individual life, and 
in his family and community relation
ships. " (Baha'i International Com
munity, report to the United Nations 
Commission on the Status of Women) 

«Inasmuch as human society con
sists of two factors, the male and fe
male, each the complement of the 
other, the happiness and stability of 
humanity cannot be assured unless 
both are perfected. Therefore the stan
dard and status of man and woman 
must become equalized." (From the 
Baha'i scriptures) 
A universal auxiliary language 

The necessity for the establishment 
of a universal means of communica
tion for all peoples is another pre
requisite established by Baha'u'Uah for 
the promotion of understanding and 
the elimination of suspicions generated 
by the inability of peoples to directly 
communicate with one another. In His 
own words: 

The day is approaching when 
all the peoples of the world will have 
adopted one universal language and 
one common script. When this is 
achieved, to whatsoever city a man 
may journey, it shall be as if he were 
entering his own home. These things 
are obligatory and absolutely essen
tial. " 

Baha'u'llah's son, 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
stated the following: 

H. • • a universal language would 

'Tbat tbe diverse communions 
of tbe eartb, and tbe manifold 
systems of religious belief, 
sbould never be allowed to fos
ter tbe feelings of animosity 
among men, is, in tbis Day, of 
tbe essence of tbe Faitb of God 
and His religion.' 

make intercourse possible with every 
nation. Thus it would be needful to 
know two languages only, the mother 
tongue and the universal speech. The 
latter would enable a man to communi
cate with any and every man in the 
world!" 
A world monetary system 

Another consideration for the estab
lishment of world peace will be the es
tablishment of a world monetary sys
tem to enhance the stability of a global 
economy and further the concept that 
the economic well-being of all nations 
is in the best interest of every individ
ual nation on earth. In the words of 
'Abdu'I-BaM: 

« ••• it is apparent that whenever 
the ties between nations become 
strengthened and the exchange of com
modities accelerated, and any eco-. 
nomic principle is established in one 
country, it will ultimately affect the 
other countries and universal benefits 
will result. " 

It is also obvious that the more in
terdependent the various economies 
become, the more that nations invest in 
the internal industries of other nations, 
the less likely are the chances that na
tions will purposely attempt to rise up 
and try to harm or destroy one another, 
for to do so would be to harm them
selves. 
Universal education 

The need for universal education 

was recognized by Baha'u'llah as a re
quirement for the establishment of a 
peaceful world, in that He recognized 
that the more informed people become, 
the more they are able to recognize the 
validity, history and beauty of the di
verse cultures of our species. The more 
informed humanity becomes in the sci
ences, the more able we will be to re
spect our planet and our universe. True 
education is more conducive to balance 
and harmony, understanding and en
lightenment of the heart and mind of 
man. In the words of Baha'u'llah: 

H. • • the Pen of Glory counselleth 
everyone regarding the education and 
instruction of children . ... " 
H ••• bend your minds and wills to the 
education of the peoples and kindreds 
of the earth. . . ." And from the pen 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha: « ... the primary, 
the most urgent requirement is the pro
motion of education. It is inconceiv
able that any nation should achieve 
prosperity and success unless this para
mount, this fundamental concern is 
carried forward. . . ." H. • • the edu
cation and training of children is 
among the most meritorious acts of 
humankind and draweth down the 
grace and favor of the All-Merciful, 
for education is the indispensable 
foundation of all human excel
lence . ... " 
The recognition of the unity of religion 

No discussion of the topic of world 
peace can be complete without touch
ing on the theme of religion, for it is 
religion through the ages that has been 
both the guiding light of civilization 
and, through intolerance and misun
derstanding, has caused the greatest 
strife and sorrow in the world of hu
manity. 

Baha'is see hatred and strife among 
conflicting religious ideologies as a 
concept that is at best hypocritical and 
at worst blasphemous and destructive 
to the spirit of man. Any unbiased con
sideration of the social and spiritual 
teachings of all of the major religions, 
when stripped of the ages-old accumu
lation of doctrine and dogma intro
duced by man, cannot help but reveal 
that an ancient and consistent thread 
of commonality runs through them all. 

As a unifying force, the inspiration 
of religion has brought about a univer
sality of ethical, moral and spiritual be
lief as well as social vision and, there
fore, comprehension and motivation to 

Baha'; News/June 1989 3 



peoples of previously diverse standards 
and concepts. 

As a destructive force, we can easily 
see how, when humanity has allowed 
pride of religious conviction rather 
than aspiration to understanding to be
come the focus, arrogance, self-ag
randizement, and an assumed exclusiv
ity of righteousness have turned the 
creative, dynamic and unifying force 
of religion into a source of hatred and 
disunity among the various peoples, 
leading more to anarchy than to har
mony. It is toward the purpose of elim
inating such misunderstanding and 
conflict that we believe all true religion 
is directed. 

Referring to the different beliefs of 
mankind, Baha'u'lhih says this: 

"That the diverse communions of 
the earth, and the manifold systems of 
religious belief, should never be al
lowed to foster the feelings of ani
mosity among men, is, in this Day, of 
the essence of the Faith of God and His 
religion. These principles and laws, 
these firmly-established and mighty 
systems, have proceeded from one 
Source, and are the rays of one Light. 
That they differ one from another is to 
be attributed to the varying require
ments of the ages in which they were 
promulgated. The utterance of God is 
a lamp, whose light is these words: Ye 
are thefruils of one tree, and the leaves 
of one branch. Deal ye one with an
other with the utmost love and har
mony, with friendliness andfellowship. 
He Who is the Day Star of Truth bear
eth me witness! So powerfUl is the light 
of unity that it can illuminate the whole 
earth. " 

"Know thou assuredly that the es
sence of all the Prophets of God is one 
and the same. Their unity is absolute. " 

In another reference to these Divine 
Educators of mankind, He says: "We 
recognize in the manifestation of each 
one of them, whether outwardly or in
wardly, the manifestation of none but 
God Himself, if ye be of those that 
comprehend. Everyone of them is a 
mirror of God, reflecting naught but 
His Self, His Beauty, His Might and 
Glory, if ye will understand." "These 
Mirrors will everlastingly succeed each 
other and will continue to reflect the 
light of the Ancient of Days. " 
The establishment of a world assem
blage 

That the nations have evolved to a 

4 June 1989/Baha'i News 

point where the need to establish a 
world consultative body to attend the 
affairs of all mankind is another con
cept laid down more than a century ago 
by Baha'u'llah, as evidenced in the 
following passage: 

"The time must come when the im
perative necessity for the holding of a 
vast, an all-embracing assemblage oj 
men will be universally realized. The 
rulers and kings of the earth must 
needs attend it, and, participating in its 
deliberations, must consider such ways 
and means as will lay the foundations 
of the world's Great Peace amongst 
men. " 

In a further reference to the need for 
this supreme body, 'Abdu'l-Baha con
tinues: 

'They must make the Cause oj 
Peace the object of general consulta
tion, and seek by every means in their 
power to establish a Union of the na
tions oj the world. They must conclude 
a binding treaty and establish a cove
nant, the provisions oj which shall be 
sound, inviolable and definite. They 
must proclaim it to all the world and 
obtain for it the sanction of all the hu
man race. This supreme and noble un
dertaking-the real source of the peace 
and well-being of all the world-should 
be regarded as sacred by all that dwell 
on earth. All the jorces of humanity 
must be mobilized to insure the sta
bility and permanence of this Most 
Great Covenant. In this all-embracing 
Pact the limits and frontiers of each 
and every nation should be clearly fix
ed, the principles underlying the rela
tions of governments toward one an
other definitely laid down, and al/ in
ternational agreements and obligations 
ascertained. In like manner, the size of 
the armaments of every government 
should be strictly limited, for if prepa
rations for war and the military forces 
of any nation should be allowed to in
crease, they will arouse the suspicion of 
others. The fundamental principle un
derlying this solemn Pact should be so 
fIXed that if any government later vio
late any of its provisions, al/ the gov
ernments on earth should arise to re
duce it to utter submission, nay the 
human race as a whole should resolve, 
with every power at its disposal, to de
stroy that government. Should this 
greatest of all remedies be applied to 
the sick body of the world, it will as
suredly recover from its ills and will re-

main eternally safe and secure. " 
Peace-the promise 

Together with the social and spiritual 
guidance that religion has provided, 
there is an ancient promise that has 
transcended time-and the barriers of 
continents and seas. It is a promise that 
has permeated our history as a race on 
this planet-a promise that is shared by 
all major religions and countless tribal 
traditions from all continents. It is a 
promise that is at once so ancient that 
its first whisperings are shrouded in the 
mists of pre-history, and so new as to 
encompass all of our tomorrows. That 
promise is of the day when, in the 
words of the prophet Isaiah: 

"They shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into prun
ing-hooks: nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more." 

It is the day foretold in the Eskimo 
tradition of the story of creation: 

, " , . The reason for our existence is 
the dawning of that Great Day, and the 
Light that will fill the world .... " 

The promise of that day was reiter
ated in the prayer and prophecy of 
Jesus Christ when He uttered the 
words: 

", . . Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will 
be done, on earth as it is in heav-
en, , , ," 

It is a day also foreseen by poets as 
witnessed by the following lines from 
the pen of Walt Whitman (1819-92): 

"Lo, Soul! Seest not God's purpose 
from the first 
The earth to be spanned, 
connected by network, 
The people to become_ brothers and 

sisters, 
The races, neighbors, to marry 
and to be given in marriage 
The oceans to be cross'd, the distant 

brought near 
The lands to be welded together." 
And again from the pen of Alfred 

Lord Tennyson (1802-92): 
"For I dipt into the future, 
far as human eye could see, 
saw the Vision of the world, 
and all the wonder that would be; 
Saw the heavens fill with commerce, 
argosies of magic sails, 
Pilots of the purple twilight, 
dropping down with costly bales; 
Heard the heavens fill with shouting, 
and there rain'd a ghastly dew 



from the nations' airy navies 
grappling in the central blue; 
Far along the world-wide whisper 
of the southwind rushing warm, 
with the standards of the peoples 
plunging thro' the thunder-storm; 
Till the war-drum throb'd no longer, 
and the battle-flags were furl'd 
In the Parliament of Man, 
the Federation of the world. 
There the common sense of most 
shall hold a fretful realm in awe, 
and the kindly earth shall slumber, 
lapt in universal law." 
The world-wide community of the 

Baha'i Faith believes that that day has, 
at long last, arrived. Humanity has 
progressed through its childhood and is 
now emerging from its turbulent youth 
into adulthood. 

Humanity, in our view, stands at the 
threshold of an era that is staggering in 
its portent, all-pervasive in its range, 
and unlimited in its scope. We are, we 
believe, witness to the dawn of an age 
in which the full potential of the reality 
of man will be revealed. 

In reference to the conflicts which 
have wracked this century, BaM'u'lllih 
stated a century and a half ago: 

HI swear by God! The promised day 
is come, the day when tormenting trials 
will have surged above your heads, and 
beneath your feet, saying: 'Taste ye 
what your hands have wrought!'" 
HThe day is approaching when its (civi
lization's) flame will devour the cities, 
when the Tongue of Grandeur will pro
claim: 'The Kingdom is God's the Al
mighty, the All-Praised!' " However, 
He went on to state: "The purpose 
underlying all creation is the revelation 
of this most sublime, this most holy 
Day, the Day known as the Day of God 
in His books and scriptures-the Day 
which all the Prophets, and the Chosen 
Ones, and the holy ones, have wished 
to witness. " "This is the Day in which 
God's most excellent favors have been 
poured out upon men, the Day in 
which His most mighty grace hath been 
infused into all created things." 
HGreat, immeasurably great is this 
Cause! Mighty, inconceivably mighty 
is this Day!" 

The conflicting ideologies that have 
been raised up in this century-indeed, 
the very weapons that we fear most
serve only, in our view, as temporary 
catalysts aimed by a higher Power at 
forcing humanity to come to terms 

with itself. We see the conflicts that 
have convulsed humanity throughout 
this century as the birth-pangs of a new 
world order. 

We are told, as Baha'is, that as this 
century draws to a close, peace will be 
established. In the words of Baha'
u'llah, this is "the Century of Light." 
This message was repeated by 'Abdu'l
Baha during His visit to New York in 
1912: " ... This is the century of New 
and Universal Brotherhood .... " 
" ... the century of Universal 
Peace . ... " " ... the Century of Ra-
diance . ... " 

Might we visualize for a moment the 
eventual and inevitable establishment 
of world peace. Consider how the free
ing of national treasuries from the need 
for arms-making could, almost over
night, enable the nations of the world 
to feed, clothe, shelter and educate 
every man, woman and child on this 
planet! 

Imagine the scientists and engineers 
of the world who now work indepen
dently from, and in hostile competition 
with one another, uniting in a vast con-

course of the greatest minds of our 
species, to work collectively toward the 
solution of problems and the curing of 
diseases which have plagued humanity 
from the beginning of time. Imagine 
the possibilities for new, as yet un
dreamed-of sciences that must be born 
of such an endeavor. How fast our 
progress might be under conditions of 
such a concerted effort is a matter that 
can scarcely be comprehended from 
our perspective in history. 

As humanity embarks on its journey 
into tomorrow, it is our hope that we 
all may become more aware of the un
seen Hand which has guided the des
tiny of mankind and lifted us toward 
this day. 

Somewhere in our distant Qast, 
someone stood alone on an ancient 
savannah and looked toward the heav
ens, and for the first time was inspired 
to ask, "Who am I, and why am I 
here?" As Baha'is, we can't help but 
feel that in the years that lie ahead the 
answer will become abundantly clear. 

-Ken Francisco 

.1. j~ 

" 

Baha'i News/June 1989 5 



Far East 

A most rewarding visit 

6 June 1989/Baha'i News 

The photographs on these two pages 
were taken during a tour of five Far 
Eastern countries undertaken in No
vember 1987 by Q group of 36 Bahd'is 
from the United States. The friends 
visited Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macau, 
Thailand and China, teaching and pro
claiming the Faith in each country 

G_ 



through their example of love and 
unity. In Taipei, Taiwan. their first 
stop, they were raid that more than 900 
people had recently embraced the 
Cause in that country, about 70 per
cent of whom were youth. Since then 
even those numbers have grown sig
nificantly. In Bangkok. Thailand. the.v 
were greeted by about 30 Baha'I's with 
a banner welcoming them (see photo 
on page 6). As these photos show, {he 
friends were uble to mix/reefy with res
idents of each country, eating, dancing 
and praying with them while cementing 
the bonds of universal brotherhood. 
Everywhere they went, the Baha'IS 
were told of the great need for more 
traveling teachers to help consolidate 
the recent gains in enrollment. A10st 
members of the group are shown in the 
photograph '.It [he bortom of [his page. 
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The arts 

The place for the poet 

In its message describing the Six 
Year Plan, the Universal House of Jus
tice lists drama and singing as tool~ 
that should recei-.e greater use by the 
Baha'i community in the teaching and 
deepening work. This appears at first 
glance to leave out poets and the poetry 
they create. But in looking further into 
the nature of drama and the source of 
songs, one finds that both stem from 
foundations in poetry. What is drama 
but poetry given physical form? And 
what are songs but poetry set to music? 
Thus the House of Justice is calling on 
the Baha'i community to stimulate the 
development of all these forms of the 
arts. 

Why should poetry be so fundamen
tal to these other arts? 'Abdu'I-Baha 
once told Shanaz Waite, one of the ear
liest poets in the American Baha'i com
munity, to "endeavor your utmost to 
compose beautiful poems to be chant
ed with heavenly music; thus may their 
beauty affect the minds and impress 
the hearts of those who listen." 1 It is 
this effect that will attract the hearts of 
mankind to the Revelation of Baha'
u'llih. Hearts will be attracted through 
beautiful poetry; without developing 
and using the arts, we cripple our 
teaching efforts. 

Not only will people be drawn to the 
Revelation, but even those who are not 
will be changed in ways that are bene
ficial. "If the writer has done a valid 
job," Roger White said about the role 
of poets in society, "the act of writing 
a poem has changed the writer, and we 
in reading it are put in touch with a 
power that transforms us-if only by 
reminding us that transformation is 
possible." 2 It is the power of trans
formation that lies in poetry. And 

This article, "The Place for the 
Poet, " was written by Duane L. Herr
mann of Berryton, Kansas. 
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The poet receh'es intimations 
from the spiritual world and 
translates them into words that 
can be understood by others. 
This inspiration can stimulate 
others to a higher resolve and 
nobler aims, thus changing 
themselves and societ~. 

[ranqo,ma:Jon IS :he goei (·f [I-Je' ~e::;
ion of GOO-IO transform thi~ \\ o~.: 
into another world. We art to trar:~
form our Ij\'es. and those whom \'·e 
teach; and poetry. by its very nature. 
can be a powerful assistant. 

How can poetry effect this Iransfo~
mation? Part of the answer lies in the 
nature of the poet and his/her ar-:, 
"The poet is individual and subjecti\ e. 
but he is mankind's conscience," said 
Geoffrey Nash. "\1ystically initiated 
to the divine order of things, he regis
ters man's departure from his nobler 
nature and his higher ideals." 3 It is in 
this sphere. of the spiritually inclined 
individual, that transformation can 
take place as the poet elucidates the 
spiritual experience. Poetry is espec
ially effective at describing spiritual 
realities because the poet deals with 
emotions: the non-physical, spiritual 
side of life. But how is this possible? 

In His second letter to George Town
shend, 'Abdu'I-Baba touched on the 
receptivity of spiritual individuals, say
ing, "these heavenly susceptibilities of 
thine form a magnet which attracts the 
confirmations of the Kingdom of God: 
and so the doors of realities and mean
ings will be open unto thee, and the 
confirmation of the Kingdom of G~12 
will envelop thee." " I I is through this 
process that spiritual progress occurs in 
human society. The poet receives inti
mations from the spiritual world and 

:~amlates them into words that can be 
understood by others. This inspiration 
.:an stimulate others to a higher resolve 
and nobler aims, thus changing them
seJ ves and society. 

Reflecting on this process, the author 
of an article on the presence of the arts 
in the Baha'i community wondered, 
"Is it not possible, then, that the arts 
;:an serve at this time a twofold pur
rose: to help bring about a change in 
~a:1kind and to help tell mankind that 
2. ~'hange is happening;"! It is this 
;\\ofold awareness that the poet can 
bring about. If poets and other artists 
de not raise the consciousness of hu
manity, who will? It is part of the 
poet's responsibility to speak, and to 
speak clearly. 

This does not mean that poetic de
\ices such as similes and metaphors 
should not be employed, for they can 
often be used to convey truth in a 
.::iearer form, and in this we have the 
example of the Prophets to guide us, 
but the work should be understandable 
to the audience for whom it is intend
ed. Sometimes this purpose is missed 
by those with a poetic calling. "His 
(the poet's) aim should be to speak 
v.ith the tongue that whispers in the 
bones and arteries of his audience, in 
such a way that the isolated and 
speechless elements in the community 
find their voices in his harmony." 6 

Without communication there can 
be no transformation. This is one 
special function of the poet in helping 
to transform society. Thoughts un
spoken cannot be acted upon; ideals 
unarticulated cannot be realized. Poets 
give expression to those thoughts and 
feelings that have not yet been realized 
by the mass of humanity. Poets can 
help their community of fellow hu
mans by speaking the unspoken 
thoughts, forming the unformed 
hopes. This unity of poet and au-
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dience, linked by the Kingdom of God, 
creates and releases power to achieve 
those goals toward which we are striv
ing. 

The possibilities of this transforma
tion are limitless. The transformation 
will take us into the future. Dr. Glen 
Eyford, until recently a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Can
ada, expressed the process this way: 
"The poet will lead mankind into the 
future by giving expression to hopes 
and visions that are often poorly artic
ulated and little understood by most 
men. Poets serve as interpreters and 
prophets by giving definite shape to 
feeling, to thoughts only dimly per
ceived by others. They provide the im
ages by which man moves into the fu
ture." 7 Without some stepping stones, 
the path to the future will take longer 
and be more circuitous. We need all the 
help we can get. 

But where in our community life 
does the poet fit? Are poems to be re
served for infrequent and special 
"poetry readings"? Or is there a par· 
ticular place in our regular activities 
where poetry can fit, or is presently 
missing and we are unaware of its loss? 
The Guardian was asked a similar ques
tion years ago. His answer then applies 
to this question as well: 

"With regard to your question con
cerning the use of music in the :--:ine
teen Day Feasts. he wishes to assure all 
the friends that not only does he ap
prove of such a practice. but thinks !: 
even advisable [hat the believers should 
make use, in their meetings, of hymns 
composed by Baha'is themselves. and 
also of such hymns, poems and chants 
as are based on the Hl)ly Words." , 

Hymns, poems and chants based or. 
the Words of God and composed by 
the believers themselves: these we are 
to use in ou: Feasts anJ athe:- rr:eet· 
ings. Here is a place to begin. Ho\\ 
often do we see this in practice? Why 
not start now': They will undaubtedl~ 
add a new dimension to our Feasts. 
They couid serve as a bridge from the 
spiritual opening to the consultation, 
or as an opening to the social part of 
the Feast. Or they might even be a pre
lude to the devotions, to help everyone 
clear his heart and mind prior to the 
Feast. 

In the loving acceptance of our com
munities the fledgling poets, children 
and youth included, could practice and 

refine their craft. Eventually there 
would be a reservoir of scripture-based 
devotional literature that could be used 
!::. presenting the Faith to the public. 

Shoghi Effendi expressly stated 
:hrough his secretary, "(I)t is through 
'~ch (dramatic) presentations chat "ve 
can arouse the interest or' the greatest 
number of people in the spirit or' the 
Cause. That day will the Cause spread 
like wildfire when its spirit and teach
ings are presented on the stage or in art 
and literature as a whole. Art can bet
ter awaken such noble sentiments than 
cold rationalizing, especially among 
:he masses of the people." ~ 

The sooner we begin to ailaw ou~ 
poets and other artists a place in our 
community events, the sooner will that 
jay come. The House of Justice is call
ing on us to work toward that day now. 
Can we sit silent, or will we let our 
poets sing? 

"0 thou dear one! Impoverish rhy
se(f, that thou mayest enter the high 
court of riches; and humble thy bodv. 
!hat thou mayest drink from [he river 
of glory, and attain to the full meaning 
of the poems whereof thou hadst 
asked, "-Baha'u'Uah, from the Valley 
of Unity 
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United Nations 

A convention on children's rights 

On the 10th anniversary of the Inter
national Year of the Child-and the 
30th anniversary of the UN General 
Assembly's Declaration of the Rights 
of the Child-the United Nations is 
heading toward completion of a con
vention on children's rights. 

The convention will redefine as chil
dren's rights the rights and freedoms 
proclaimed for "the entire human fam
ily," but the General Assembly is also 
seeking to lend strength to its 1959 dec
laration that children require "special 
safeguards and care" because of their 
"physical and mental immaturity." 

To do so, a Working Group has pull
ed together from various human rights 
documents all the obligations that have 
already been assigned to parents and 
states on behalf of children-spelling 
them out and establishing the interna
tional machinery for overseeing their 
implementation. A final draft docu
ment is expected to be adopted during 
the General Assembly's 44th Session 
next falI and will then be opened for 
government ratification. 

Many of the present draft's 54 ar
ticles set out various rights (to life, to a 
name and nationality, to participate in 
one's own culture and religion, to 
health and parental care, to family 
unification, to an adequate standard of 
living, to leisure and recreation) and 
freedoms (of opinion, information, 
conscience, association, privacy). 

Two relatively long articles dealing 

This article, "Convention 10 en
hance the rights of the child, " is taken 
from the Winter i 988-89 issue of the 
inter dependent (Vol. 15, No. i), a pub
lication of the U. S. United Nations As
sociation. if was written by the inter 
dependent's managing editor, Susan 
Woolf son, and Carrie Pastor, a third
year law student at New York Univer
sity. 
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A single article-on armed con
flict-has garnered most of the 
publicity the convention has re
ceived in the U.S. daily press. 
This was occasioned by the U.S. 
objection to a provision that dis
courages a combat role for those 
under 18. 

with education and its aims are intend
ed to reinforce these rights and free
doms; "the child," says the docu
ment's preamble, "should be fully pre
pared to live an individual life in so
ciety, and brought up in the spirit of 
the ideals proclaimed in the Charter of 
the United Nations, and in particular 
in the spirit of peace, dignity, toler
ance, freedom, equality and solidar
ity. " 

Still other articles affirm the neces
sity for measures that protect children 
(from physical or mental violence, eco
nomic and sexual exploitation, drug 
abuse) and measures that promote the 
care of refugee children, children in 
need of rehabilitation, and children de
prived of family, temporarily or per
manently. The drafters have included a 
separate article dealing with adoption 
per se-one that, The New York Times 
noted as the General Assembly began 
debating a first draft in November, 
"breaks new ground" by "extending 
international legal protection to the 
process of adoption." 

A single article-on armed con
flict-has garnered most of the pub
licity the convention has received in the 
U.S. daily press. This was occasioned 
by the U.S. objection to a provision 
that discourages a combat role for 
those under 18. It received support on
ly from the Soviet Union. Our own 17-
year-olds may enlist in the armed 

forces, with their parents' permission; 
and, the U.S. notes, a 1977 interna
tional protocol had set the age limit at 
15. 

"Proponents of the higher age lim
it," reports the Times, "say that such 
an international standard is needed to 
oppose the widespread use of children 
in some conflicts, like the Iran-Iraq 
war." Debate will continue at the next 
meeting of the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission in Geneva in Feb
ruary and March. 

Receiving only passing notice-but 
likewise running afoul of U.S. prac
tice-is a provision outlawing the ex
ecuti·on (or lifetime imprisonment 
without the possibility of release) of 
those who have committed a punish
able crime before their 18th birthday. 
The statutes of some of our 50 states 
currently permit the execution of child
ren for capital crimes; the U.S. is one 
of the few countries in which such ex
ecutions may take place. 

Two articles deal explicitly with 
penal law. Article 40, on juvenile jus
tice, attempts to provide the heralded 
"special care and assistance" by pro
moting "specific laws, procedures, au
thorities and institutions" for children 
within each state's justice system, as 
well as providing the obligatory guar
antees of prompt trial, competent 
counsel, and the like. 

Article 37, on capital punishment, is 
also concerned with such extrajudicial 
matters as torture and arbitrary deten
tion-still common practice in many 
countries. Indeed, according to a re
cent Amnesty International report, "in 
at least a third of the world's nations, 
men, women and even children are tor
tured." 

In both Article 40 and in an article 
on rehabilitative care, governments are 
asked to take measures that foster the 
health, self-respect and dignity of the 



child for the purpose of reintegrating 
him in society after incarceration. 

The final articles first direct "states 
parties" to publicize the convention 
among adults and children alike, and 
go on to establish the machinery for 
overseeing the convention's implemen
tation and set the rules for amendment. 

A lO-member Committee on the 
Rights of the Child ("experts of high 
moral standing and recognized compe
tence in the field covered by this Con
vention (who) shall serve in their per
sonal capacity, consideration being 
given to equitable geographical dis
tribution as well as to the principal 
legal systems") will examine the pro
gress made "in achieving the realiza
tion of the obligations undertaken" by 
states that ratify the convention, re
porting to the General Assembly 
through the Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC) every two years. 

Within two years of the convention's 
entry into force, and every five years 
thereafter, ratifying states will report 
to the committee on the measures they 
have taken to realize their obligations. 

To encourage this process, the draft
ers have made a place for the UN's 
Specialized Agencies with particular 
competence in one or more of the areas 
covered by the convention, naming the 
United Nations Children's Fund (CNI
CEF) specifically. The committee can 
contemplate inviting such bodies to 
provide advice and to s:.rbmit repor:
on implementariJn, and :t can cail 0:-. 
them to render technical advice or a~
sistance to countries that request it. 

Children's rights advocates, while 
acknowledging that such conventions 
are intended merely to set minimum 
standards, ha\ e wmmented that the 
present articles leave something to be 
desired. Some point to a lack of provis
ions for ~du~3.tillg tht: officials \\ h2 
will be involved with ju\enile detention 
and criminal proceedings. Some go or: 
to note that .::hiidren are excellent .::ao
didates for rehabilitation and tha: 
they-and society-would benefit if 
experts in childhood development were 
cited as integral to the rehabilitation 
process. (According to an officer of 
one non-governmental organization 
privy to the deliberations, such a pro
vision was discarded because it was 
considered a stumbling block to pas
sage-requiring "the need to agree on 
what 'experts' would be needed as well 

as on a definition of 'expert.' ") 
Still others call attention to the 

phrases that now temper some of the 
convention's declarations: .. Every 
.::hild deprived of liberty shall be sepa
rated from adults unless it is consid
ered in the child's best interest not to 
do so"; and (in the convention's defi
nition of its own constituents), "a child 

means every human being below :~e 
age of 18 years unless, under [he fa" 
applicable to the child, majority IS at
tained earlier." Nearly all agree, how
ever, that the convention constitutes 1 

significant step forward, and that it ;s a 
fitting gift to the world's children in 
this anniversary year. 
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The world 

Dignitaries visit the Temple in India 

During February, dignitaries from 
Bhutan, Canada, China, Colombia, 
Haiti, Hungary, Malaysia, Poland, 
Sikkim, Sweden, the USSR and Viet
nam were among the many visitors to 
the Baha'i House of Worship in India. 

Among them was the Russian Am
bassador to India, Victor K. Isakov, 
who was accompanied by his wife and 
daughter. 

Also visiting was a delegation of pro
fessors of medicine headed by the vice
rector of the First Moscow Medical In
stitute in the USSR; Madame Malgor
zata Niepokulezycka, a member of the 
Parliament of Poland and president of 
the Polish Consumer Federation; Ma
dame Grazyne Rokicka, secretary of 
the Polish National Council; the pre
mier of Saskatchewan, Canada, Ma
dame Chantal Divine; and a group of 

H.H. Theoctist, Patriarch of the Ro
manian Orthodox Church and member 
of the Romanian Parliament, is pic-
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officials from the Malaysian High 
Commission. 

In addition, the Temple was visited 
by a delegation of Chinese, a group of 
20 Brazilians, and 36 young people 
from Germany, Japan, Nepal, Sri Lan
ka and the United States who came to
gether through "Religious Youth Ser
vice," an interfaith organization whose 
purpose is " ... to serve the ideal of a 
God-centered world culture, a culture 
that is nurtured by different races, na
tionalities and religious traditions." 

• 
Thirty-two Baha'i tutorial schools 

from three districts in Uttar Pradesh, 
India, recently held their seventh an
nual fair, involving almost 600 stu
dents and 53 teachers in the two-day 
event. 

Among the special guests were 

tured during his visit to the Baha'{ 
House of Worship in New Delhi, In
dia, in January. 

Counsellor Farzam Arbab from the In
ternational Teaching Centre in Haifa; 
his wife, Laurie Arbab; Counsellor 
Zena Sorabjee, and members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of India. 

The program included music and 
dance, gymnastics displays, drama, a 
written test (in which all students ex
celled far beyond expectations), and a 
prize-giving ceremony. 

A report from the State Baha'i 
Council recounted some of the changes 
taking place in villages in the region as 
a result of the introduction of the Faith 
and its tutorial schools. Whereas for
merly the main source of income in one 
village was illegal, the report says, 
these activities have been discontinued. 

• 
The completion of an IS-day teach

ing campaign whose members toured 
the lower Punjab in India found 95 
persons enrolled in the Faith and 12 
new localities opened. 

A new campaign has been launched 
in a district of Muslim villages near 
Multan. To date (February), 22 new 
believers have embraced the Faith 
there. 

The campaign was organized by 
Counsellor Rouhollah Momtazi with 
help from an Auxiliary Board member 
and two youth from Sind. 

Iceland 
Fourteen people have embraced the 

Faith in Iceland since last RiQvan, al
most twice the number of declarations 
for the previous year. 

Considering Iceland's population of 
about 247,000, the growth rate is, ac
cording to a report from the Auxiliary 
Board, "approaching entry by troops. 

"Firesides are held every night," the 
report continues, "and the receptive
ness of the Icelandic people is at a level 
not reached since the early '70s." 



Mariana Islands 

The 40th anniversary of the United 
Nations Declaration of Human Rights 
was observed in the Mariana Islands 
with an evening of music at the Plaza 
de Espana, the historic center of the 
capital of the island of Guam. 

It was a significant place for the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Mari
ana Islands to choose to commemorate 

Bangladesh 
Medical camps operating through 

the devoted efforts of Baha'i physi
cians and traveling teachers in Bangla
desh have led to a large number of en
rollments in addition to carrying out a 
valuable public service. 

Last November 19, the Ruhi Camp, 
named after a recent martyr in Iran, 
treated 150 patients, 54 of whom em
braced the Cause. 

Four days later, the Faizi Camp 
treated more than 100 patients and en
rolled 35 of them. 

The Farhangi Medical Camps, ini
tiated early last year, are still func
tioning; the most recent was reportedly 
held last November 21. 

Also in November the Haqiqi Med
ical Project, also named after a recent 
martyr, treated more than 200 patients 
and enrolled 110 new believers includ
ing the residents of one entire village. 

• 
As of the end of November 1988. 

three special teaching plans in Bangla
desh had resulted in the enrollment of 
more than 2,500 new believers in that 
country and helped establish 40 new 
local Spiritual Assemblies. 

• 
The formation of the first local Spir

itual Assembly among members of the 
Khashia tribe was one of the exciting 
results of a recent teaching campaign in 
the Sylhet district of Bangladesh. 

Turkey 

The enrollment of four new believers 
was among the highlights of Turkey's 
first Winter School, held February 2-5 
in Iskenderun. 

An enthusiastic group of 125 includ
ing one newspaper reporter took pan 
in the school, and several other re
porters asked for information about 
the event. 

the signing of a human rights docu
ment, as this is the traditional site for 
consultation between the indigenous 
inhabitants of the Mariana Islands, the 
Chamorro people. 

The program began with classical 
music and welcoming remarks by a Ba
ha'i representative, Annette Donner, 
after which Governor Joseph Ada gave 

Germany 
About 220 Baha'is from Germany 

and neighboring countries gathered 
February 25 at the Baha'i House of 
Worship in Langenhain for a memorial 
service for Edna M. True and H. Bor
rah Kavelin, both of whom died last 
December. 

The service was held at the closing of 
a National Teaching Conference. 

During a meeting at the National Ba
ha'i Center which followed the service, 
Counsellor Hartmut Grossmann spoke 
of the lives and services of Miss True 
and Mr. Kavelin and extolled their ex
ample of dedication and service to the 
Cause. 

• 
In January, the music duo "Parrish 

and Toppano" from the United States 
released their second album, "The 
Shores of This Great Ocean," in Ger
many . 

The album, which sold 24,000 copies 
in its first 10 days, includes two songs 
based on the Baha'i Writings. 

The two musicians received consid
erable publicity during their promo
tional tour including an appearance on 
one of German National Television's 
most popular Saturday evening pro
grams, which holds a 50 percent audi
ence rating (20.1 million viewers), and 
radio interviews in which they were 
asked about the Faith. 

They conducted a fireside for 60 
people in Langenhain and established 
good relations with various prominent 
German recording artists. 

• 
Thirty-eight Baha'is from 19 coun

tries met last December 25-28 for the 
Langenhain III Conference in Ger
many. 

The friends were summoned to the 
meeting by the Universal House of Jus
tice to consult on the formation of a 
Baha'i International Community for 

the keynote address. 
Representatives of various religions 

read passages from their holy writings 
and, to the music of bagpipes, candles 
and torches were lit and distributed for 
the closing of the event. 

The ceremony was covered by local 
cable television and two major news
papers. 

European Affairs. 
Such a body would contribute to the 

expansion and unified action of exter
nal affairs agencies and help mobilize 
the European communities for the fur
ther development of the Cause. 

Brazil 
"Prejudice-Throw Out This Weap

on" is the theme of a major campaign 
begun last September by the Baha'is of 
Curitiba, Brazil. The campaign has 
reached thousands of people in the 
State of Parana with its message. 

So far, more than 83 institutions, 
factories, associations, unions and 
government agencies have been con
tacted, and more than 10,000 pamph
lets, 600 books, 2,000 posters, 1,000 
stickers, and hundreds of buttons and 
T-shirts describing the message of the 
unity of mankind have been distributed 
to employees, businessmen and direc
tors of those entities. 

The campaign has been supported by 
three television stations, one radio sta
tion and the Media Association of Cu
ritiba, which helped with the publica
tion of ads introducing the campaign 
and the Baha'i Faith in some 14 news
papers. 

• 
A teaching campaign launched in 

January in the State of Tocantins, 
Brazil, has led so far to 20 declara
tions, the first ever in that State. 

Malawi 
The Baha'i women of Masiyaya, 

Malawi, are helping in their commu
nity by making regular visits to the 
sick, gathering every Friday evening to 
help children memorize prayers, tend
ing a garden, and helping a widow in a 
nearby village. 
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Swaziland 

t 
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A student at the Mbabane Baha'i pre
school in Swaziland receives her grad
uation certificate and a gift from Dr. 
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Ben Dlamini, chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, during the pre
school's recent graduation ceremony. 

France 

A celebration of the 75th anniver
sary of 'Abdu'l-Baha's visit to Mar
seilles, France, led to extensive procla
mation of the Faith and opportunities 
for the Baha'is to strengthen relations 
with the general pUblic. 

After an official observance at the 
"Palais du Faro," which was offered 
to the Baha'is by the mayor for use on 
this occasion, a public meeting was 
held at the Odeon Theatre. That event 
was announced on radio and television 
and in the local newspaper; in addi
tion, about 11,000 posters were dis
tributed throughout the city. 

Some 160 people attended the cele
bration, enjoying a program based on 
the theme of peace that included a va
riety of music and a slide presentation. 

A concert was given by pianist Mark 
Ochu, a Baha'i from the United States, 
who accompanied his performance 
with comments about the Universal 
House of Justice's peace statement . 

• 
A film about the Baha'i Faith made 

by Andre Brugiroux, a Baha'i from 
France, has drawn large audiences to 
recent showings and has resulted in 
many people being introduced to the 
Faith. 

Last October, nearly 500 people saw 
the film at four showings in France. 

In addition, several articles in the 
press have favorably reviewed the film . 

• 
During the past year the Baha'is of 

Toulouse, France, began receiving in
vitations to talk about the Faith on lo
cal radio programs. For each program, 
a topic is chosen and discussed, and 
questions are asked by the program 
host. 

The most recent program was titled 
"Carmel, the Mountain of God." 

Mauritius 
Several visitors from the Indian 

Ocean region, Madagascar, Reunion 
and the Seychelles traveled to Mauri
tius to help in a recent teaching cam
paign in which 205 people were en
rolled in the Faith. 

A consolidation program is under 
way, and the visiting teachers have left 
Mauritius eager to begin similar cam
paigns in their home communities. 
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Taiwan 
The presence of more than 60 young 
people from all areas of Taiwan and 
Korea as well as from Japan, India, Sri 
Lanka and a number of other countries 
helped make the first Baha'{ National 
Youth Conference in Taiwan an over
whelming success. The majority of 
those taking part in the three-day 
event, held April 6-8, were Taiwanese 
youth who had enrolled during the past 
two years through the lWuhajir Teach
ing Campaign. 

Sri Lanka 
World Religion Day observances in 

January in Jaffna and Vavuniya, Sri 
Lanka. drew large gatherings and 
brought together representatives of the 
country's major religions in spite of the 
continuing unrest in that country. 

The theme of both events was "The 
Role of Religion in Bringing About 
Unity." 

In Jaffna, more than 200 people in
cluding lecturers and students from the 
University of Jaffna, where the ob
servance was held, attended the pro
gram with Chief Guest V. Sabanaya
gam, regional director of education. 
and Prof. A. Shanmugadas of the uni
versity, who served as ;:hairman. 

The commissioner for rehabilitation. 
S. Thillainadarasa, chaired the ob-

1 Guinea Bissau 
The government of the west African 

state of Guinea Bissau has officially 
recognized that country's National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

An official document of recognition 
has been signed by the government of 
the former Portuguese colony, which 
lies on the Atlantic coast of Africa be
tween Senegal and Guinea. 

• 
Audio-visual programs proved to be 

an effective means of teaching during a 
recent four-month trip through Guinea 
Bissau by two Baha'is, Robert Miessler 
of Brazil and Tony Parker Danso of 
Ghana. 

The visit resulted in a number of en
I rollments, the formation of new local 

servance in Vavuniya. at which more 
than 300 were present including Hon- I 

orary Guest T. Lankanesan, the gov
ernment agent for Vavuniya, and Chief 
Guest U. P. Piyasena, assistant govern
ment agent. 

Spiritual Assemblies in Mansoa and 
"haora, and extensive proclamation of 
[he Faith to people in all strata of so
ciety. 

The two main audio-visual programs 
were an adaptation of a program en
titled "God Speaks Again" and ano
ther entitled "From War to Peace" 
based on the Universal House of Jus
tice's peace statement and produced in 
Brazil. 

Representatives of various religions 
spoke on the theme of the day, and 
each program ended with cultural pre
sentations by the participating religious 
groups. 

• 
Of the 35 people who attended a re

cent public meeting in Vavuniya, in 
northern Sri Lanka, 16 have since em
braced the Faith. 

Zimbabwe 
A recent t.:aching .:ampaign in Zim

babwe's Rusape area led to the enroll
ment of 300 new believers. Teaching is 
continuing in other areas as interest in 
the Faith grows. 

\-[r. Danso has taken a year's leave 
of absence from his position as an Eng
lish teacher to serve the Faith full-time. 

Uganda 
Seven journalists and representatives 

of Radio Uganda and Uganda Tele
i vision met last November II with a Ba

ha'i delegation at the House of Wor
jhip in Kampala. 

The meeting, planned by the Baha'i 

I
, Public Relations Committee, was at

tended by Counsellors Oloro Epyeru 

and Edith Senoga and by members of 
the National Spiritual Assembly. 

Among the results were an an
nouncement regarding the anniversary 
of the Birth of Baha'u'llah, broadcast 
in all local languages on Radio U gan
da, and an extensive newspaper article 
about the Faith with a photograph of 
the House of Worship in Financial 
Times for November 14 . 

Another article and photograph ap
peared November 11 in The New Vis
ion. 

Kenya 
Seventy women representing most 

provinces of Kenya took part February 
9-12 in the sixth annual National Ba
ha'i Women's Conference at the Na
kuru Baha'i Centre. 

Among the highlights were a presen
tation by Mandelo Wana Wake on in
come-generating projects, and a visit to 
a district hospital in Nakuru where 
Judith Soita presented a talk entitled 
"Spiritual Life, Immunization and Nu
trition" to an audience that included 
the patients and staff of the hospital's 
maternity wing. 

An interview with a panel of Baha'i 
women was recorded with highlights of 
the conference for later broadcast on 
the program "Women and Develop
ment" on Voice of Kenya Television. 

Andaman/Nicobar Islands 
A week-long teaching campaign begun 
January 7 in the Andaman/Nicobar Is
lands resulted in 43 enrollments and 
the re-formation of two local Spiritual 
Assemblies. 
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Sweden 
Extensive teaching actIVItIes in the 

Eskil Ljungberg Teaching Campaign, 
based in Uppsala, Sweden, have led to 
a positive reception of the Faith by the 
public and generated within the Baha'i 
community a new nationwide enthus
iasm for teaching. 

Two recent major events were a 
World Religion Day observance and a 
Cultural Evening, both of which re
ceived extensive newspaper coverage 
and much public support. 

Relationships have been developed 
with various humanitarian associations 
and student groups at the University of 
Uppsala, while almost all high schools 
and junior high schools have welcomed 
visits by Baha'is. 

Weekly meetings at a rented Baha'i 
Center are drawing a steady flow of 
new seekers. 

Australia 
The United Nations International 

Women's Day was celebrated March 5 
by about 400 people at a special service 
at the Baha'i House of Worship in Syd
ney. 

The event helped strengthen friend
ships with the general public while re
flecting the Baha'i commitment to the 
principle of the equality of the sexes. 

Among the readers at the service 
were Elizabeth Mattick, president of 
the Women's International League for 
Peace and Freedom (WILPF); Stella 
Cornelius, vice-president of the United 
Nations Association (UNA) of Aus
tralia: and the Hon. Helen Sham-Ho, a 
member of the Legislative Council of 
New South Wales and holder of the 
highest public office of any member of 
the Chinese community in Australia. 

Following the service, special guest 
Thelma O'Con-Solorzano, director of 
the UN Information Centre, gave a 
brief address on the purpose of Inter
national Women's Day. Sitarih Ala'i, a 
member of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Australia, responded on be
half of the Baha'is . 

• 
The Baha'i community of Doncaster 

Templestowe in Victoria, Australia, 
has begun an "adopt a Vietnamese 
family" program with the help of the 
Baha'i Vietnamese Teaching Commit-

16 June 1989/Bahi'i News 

Philippines 
Three thousand, eight hundred 

forty-seven new believers and 46 new 
local Spiritual Assemblies are among 
the results of teaching campaigns in the 
Philippines from November 1988 to 
February 1989. 

In Bauio and Dagupan, the Muhajir 
Teaching Campaign led to the enroll
ment of 166 new Baha'is. 

Activities in those cities included 
presentations on the Faith in schools, 
at universities, businesses, and on 
radio; firesides, public meetings, deep
enings and a peace symposium at one 
of the universities, 

• 
A recent visitor to the Baha'is of 

Samar-Leyte, who have been isolated 
for a number of years, reported finding 
the friends steadfast and active, 

The renewed contact resulted in the 

lee. 
Each of the community's partICl

pating families adopts a Vietnamese 
family to help its assimilation into the 
community by visiting, offering friend
ship, and inviting family members to 
social gatherings. 

• 
In December, the National Spiritual 

Assembly of Australia received a letter 

Members of the 'Wildfire' youth thea
tre group perform during one of their 
many successful recent shows in New 
South Wales, Australia. The group is 
composed of African, Australian, Per-

enrollment of 161 new believers, reg
ularly scheduled children's classes, and 
the holding of dawn prayers. 

The friends there have organized a 
local Teaching and Administrative 
Committee with the goal of re-estab
lishing the lapsed local Assemblies. 

Grenada 
During the United Nations Year of 

the Homeless, the Baha'is of Grenada 
set a goal of financing the repair of the 
home of a person in need each year un
til the end of the Six Year Plan. 

As a result of the devastation caused 
by Hurricane Gilbert, the Baha'i com
munity of Grenada sent its contribu
tion for 1988 to the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Jamaica to help rebuild 
the home of one of the victims, who is 
a Baha'i. 

from the Australian Catholic Social 
Justice Council (ACSJC) expressing its 
concern over the continuing persecu
tion of Baha'is in Iran, conveying its 
support, and pledging prayers for the 
followers of Baha'u'llah in that coun
try. 

The ACJSC is a council of the Bish
ops of the Catholic Church in Aus
tralia. 

sian and Samoan artists who presented 
song and dance routines in 11 large 
cities and drew coverage on radio and 
television and in newspapers. 



Papua New Guinea 
The Amatu'l-Baba Rlihiyyih Kha

num Teaching Campaign, which began 
last December in the Balimo district of 
the Western Province of Papua New 
Guinea, has achieved further success in 
two other provinces, East Sepik and 
West Sepik, with a total of 214 new 
believers and several new local Spir
itual Assemblies in the three provinces 
as of the end of February. 

Another bounty of the campaign has 
been the increased confidence and 
steadfastness of the older believers, a 
result of their perseverance in spite of 
opposition to the Faith. 

The campaign is being extended to 
cover the remaining 16 provinces in 
Papua New Guinea during the re
mainder of this year . 

• 
One woman's dedication and deter

mination led recently to the enrollment 
in the Faith of an entire village in 
Papua New Guinea along with many 
people from nearby areas. 

Stirred by a dream in which she was 
encouraged by 'Abdu'l-Baba to go and 
teach, and in spite of a well-advanced 
pregnancy, Veronica Ruh began her 
one-woman teaching campaign, asking 
and receiving permission from the 
Spiritual Assembly of Madang to 
travel up the Ramu River to the villages 
where her father had been raised. 

Midway in her travels, after having 
taught in many villages, she gave birth 
to a son. Two months later she re
turned to those same villages, this time 
with members of her family and a 
small group of Baha'is. 

At one point their motorized canoe 
ran out of fuel and they were forced to 
stop at a village called Mugil. As a 
result, everyone there learned about 
Baha'u'llah and the entire village em
braced the Cause of God. 

• 
A health-care seminar held last Jan-

uary at Papua New Guinea's Rabaul 
International Primary School and 
hosted by the Baha'i Women's Com
mittee was tape-recorded and later 
broadcast by the local radio station. 

About 40 people attended the semi
nar whose speakers included a medical 
sister from the Rabaul Town Clinic, a 
dentist, a nutritionist, and a medical 
doctor. 

Fathers supervised the children so 

The Baha'IS pictured here are tradi
tional dancers from Kimama village in 
the western province of Papua New 
Guinea. They are working on a project 

Pictured are some of approxi
mately 50 adults and children from 
North Solomons, New Ireland and 
East New Britain who gathered last 
September /6-/8 in Rabaul, Papua 
New Guinea, for consultation and 
workshops which centered on child 
education and the development of 
women. The National Child Education 

that mothers could attend the lectures. 
• 

The Baha'i community of Papua 
~ew Guinea recently achieved repre
sentation on the country's National 
Council of Women, thus fulfilling one 

named for Amatu'l-Baha Rrihiyyih 
Khanum, which is presently under- way 
in various parts of that country. 

Committee prepared ex(~elllent 
training materials while the Regional 
Women's Institute presented talks on 
the progress of the emancipation of 
women, principles for peace, educa
tion, the elimination of prejudice, 
global awareness, andfamily unity as a 
first step toward peace. 

of its goals of the Six Year Plan. 
The Baha'is collaborated with other 

women's groups in East New Britain in 
preparing for a Peace Music Festival 
that was held April 12, Women's Day 
in Papua New Guinea. 

Baha'i News/June 1989 17 



Baha'i News 
Baha'i Year 146 July 1989 

The Sacred Literature Trust 



On the cover: Pictured are symbols of the world's eight major religions that are included 
as participants ~n the International Sacred Literature Trust, one of the most ambitious in
terfaith projects ever undertaken. The Trust, which will bring together, for the first time, 
scholars and literary figures from the world's major religious communities in an effort to 
produce the most accurate new English translations of their faiths' key texts, was intro
duced May 22 at United Nations headquarters in New York City by one of its originators, 
HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. From left to right, top to bottom, in alphabetical 
order, the symbols represent the Baha'i Faith, Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, 
Judaism, Sikkism and Taoism. An article about the Sacred Literature Trust is on page 1. 

Baha'i Year 146 .No.699 
ISSN 0195-9212 USPS 040-140 

Faith is one of eight major religions in new Sacred Literature Trust . ..... 1 
'Trail of Light' teaching team spends three weeks in Bolivia, Peru . ....... 2 
Around the world: News from Baha'i communities all over the globe . .. . 10 
Baho'i News is published monthly by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reponing current ac
tivities of the Baha'i world community. Manuscripts submitted should be typewritten and double-spaced throughout; any foomotes should ap
pear at the end. The contributor should keep a carbon copy. Send materials to the Periodicals Office, Baha'i Sational Center, Wilmette. IL 
60091, U.S.A. Changes of address should be reponed to Managemenl/njormation Systems, Bahli', Sational Center. Please attach mailing label. 
Subscription rates within the U.S.: one year, $12; two years, S20. Outside the U.S.: one year, $14; tv.o years, S24. Foreign air mail: one year, S20; 
two years, $40. Payment in U.S. dollars must accompany the order. Second class postage paid at Wiimette, IL 60091. Copyright: 1989, "ational 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States. World rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. 



Publishing 

The Sacred Literature Trust 

The Baha'i Faith is one of eight ma
jor world religions taking part in the 
International Sacred Literature Trust, 
one of the largest and most ambitious 
interfaith projects ever undertaken. 

The Trust was introduced May 22 at 
United Nations headquarters in New 
York City by HRH Prince Philip, 
Duke of Edinburgh. 

Its establishment was inspired by an 
initiative of Prince Philip, in his 
capacity as president of the World 
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), when 
he launched its international network 
on conservation and religion during an 
interfaith conference at Assisi in 1986. 

"The Sacred Literature Trust," said 
Prince Philip, "will make a significant 
contribution to interfaith dialogue 
and,hopefully, to a better understand
ing among followers of different 
faiths ... 

Under a single publishing imprint, 
the Trust will bring together, for the 
first time, scholars and literary figures 
from the world's major religious com
munities in an effort to produce the 
most accurate new English translations 
of their faiths' key texts. 

"I think it is highly appropriate that 
this event should be taking place at the 
headquarters of the United Nations," 
said Prince Philip. 

"This building symbolizes the yearn
ing of all people of goodwill for a more 
peaceful and cooperative world. This 
can only be achieved when the great 
political and religious movements learn 
to be more tolerant Cind understanding 
of each other." 

As a publishing venture, the Trust is 
unique in its involvement with all the 
major world faiths-Baha'i, Budd
hism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, 
Judaism, Sikhism and Taoism. 

The Trust will also research and 
work to translate oral traditions 
and/or literature from the faiths of in-

'Each faith or culture will have 
its own distinct series under the 
Trust's imprint .... To ensure 
that the "voice" of the original 
text survives the translation, the 
best of English literary talent 
will work with the scholars of 
that faith.' 

digenous cultures such as the Aus
tralian Aborigines, the Yanamamo of 
South America, and the Japanese Shin
to. 

Following the ceremony at the UN, 
more than 50 of the dignitaries involv
ed were luncheon guests of the Trust at 
the Baha'i International Community's 
eN Office. The BIC was the liaison 
organization that facilitated Prince 
Philip's visit to the UN on behalf of the 
Sacred Literature Trust. 

To date, the Trust is negotiating 
agreements for a new translation of the 
Bhagavad-Gita, the first-ever English 
translation of the Orthodox Bible, a 
library of post-Biblical Jewish classics, 
and the first-ever standard English 
translation of the Hindi version of the 
Ramayana. 

"Each faith or culture will have its 
own distinct series under the Trust's 
imprint," said Trust officer Martin 
Palmer. "To ensure that the 'voice' of 
the original text survives the transla
tion, the best of English literary talent 
will work with the scholars of that 
faith. " 

The Sacred Literature Trust was 
established by and will operate under 
the auspices of ICOREC (International 
Consultancy on Religion, Education 
and Culture), a worldwide interfaith 
group specializing in cross-cultural 
education and publishing ventures. 

In addition to the Duke of Edin-

burgh, a number of well-known world 
figures have confirmed their support 
for the Trust, among them: 

The Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum; Ed
gar Bronfman and Prof. Arthur Hertz
berg, president and vice-president, re;: 
spectively, of the World Jewish Con
gress; British poet laureate Ted 
Hughes; and His Excellency Dr. Karan 
Singh, former Maharaj of Kashmir. 

The Duke of Edinburgh also an
nounced the establishment of a new in
ternational award for literature, to be 
presented annually for the English-lan
guage novel, play or poem deemed to 
have made the greatest contribution 
that year to religious thought and un
derstanding. 

Two new works of art-a calli
graphic illustration and a bronze sculp
ture-were created especially for the 
launch of the International Sacred Lit
erature Trust. 

The illustration, executed by The 
Jersey Scrip tori urn based on the Isle of 
Jersey, expresses the significance of 
each of the world's major religions by 
containing symbols from each along 
with quotes from their sacred texts. 

It was presented by Prince Philip to 
UN Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar. 

The sculpture, a pair of open hands 
in an attitude of prayer created by Brit
ish sculptor Dr. Neil Lawson Baker, 
will serve as the symbol for the Trust's 
annual Religion and Literature Award. 

Packets of information complete 
with mailing envelopes on the Inter
national Sacred Literature Trust are 
now available for mailing to relig
ious leaders, interfaith groups and 
others. To order, send $1.50 (U.S.) 
per packet to the Office of Public 
Information, Bahd'{ National Cen
ter, Wilmette, IL 60091, U.S.A. 
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Teaching 

'Trail of Light' in Bolivia, Peru 

This diary of a visit last August 13-
September 5 to Bolivia and Peru by a 
"Trail of Light" (Camino del Sol) 
teaching team was kept by one of the 
team members, Counsellor for the 
Americas Jacqueline Delahunt, a La
kota Indian from Washington state. 
Others taking part in the three-week 
journey were (from Bolivia) Counsel
lor Eloy Anello, Athos Costas, Julian 
Ugarte and Sabino Ortega, and (from 
North America) Randy Chipps (Noot
ka Indian), Philip Lane Jr. (Lakota), 
Kevin Locke (Lakota) and Patricia 
Locke (Lakota). Other Baha'is also 
traveled with the team from time to 
time, as did a photographer. 

August 13 

The North American Trail of Light 
members (except Philip Lane) met in 
Miami, Florida, and proceeded to San
ta Cruz, Bolivia. 

Bahd'is who have walked many miles 
from surrounding campos gather at the 
Baha,(Institute in Sucre, Bolivia, with 
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August 14 
We visited a Baha'i Sunday school in 

a village near the city, where about 40 
children sang and danced for us, and 
we made a brief presentation for them; 
visited the University of Nur; and had 
dinner with local Baha'is. 
August 15 

We met with local Baha'is; were 
taken on a brief tour of Santa Cruz: 
were joined by Philip Lane; were inter
viewed by reporters from a newspaper 
and television station; and took part in 
a fireside in a local Baha'i home. 
August 16 

The team was interviewed by addi
tional newspaper and television report
ers, and by individuals who had read 
the article in the first paper; we set 
aside time to deepen and to formulate a 
program for team presentation; we 
were joined by Counsellor Anello; we 

two members of the Trail of Light 
team, Patricia Locke and Counsellor 
Jacqueline Delahunt. 

made our first major presentation in a 
public theatre in the city, and received 
additional television coverage and 
other interviews. Seekers approached 
team members after the presentation, 
as did many of the local Baha'i com
munity. 

The preparation on the part of the 
local Baha'is for the public presenta
tion was evident in posters throughout 
the city. The theatre had standing 
room only. A number of Baha'is in
cluding several youth joined us for a 
late evening dessert and presented a 
gift of appreciation to us. 
August 17 

We were visited at breakfast by a 
young man who worked for a cultural 
organization, had read about the Trail 
of Light in the papers, and had attend
ed the presentation the evening before. 
He asked us to come to his village a few 
miles from town. We spent about an 
hour \\ith him, but because we were 
leaving, had to decline his invitation. 
However, our flight was delayed and 
we did not arrive in Sucre around 
noon, as planned, but in the early even
ing. After keeping an appointment 
with the director and several staff 
members at .. Masi," a cultural preser
vation center in Sucre, we went to the 
Baha'i Center and exchanged warm 
greetings with the 60 or so Baha'is who 
had been waiting for us all day. This 
was the beginning of the interchange 
we had been looking forward to with 
much prayer-what we felt to be the 
real purpose of our journey. 

Late that evening the men in the 
group went to visit a well-known elder
ly Baha'i who was suffering from a ter
minal illness. 

August 18 
This was a full day in Sucre. Our 

presentation was part of the wedding 
festivities of a couple who had waited 
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Above: The village of Pasto Grande, 
Bolivia, as seen from a nearby hillside. 

several months for the visit of the Trail 
of Light; we met with representatives 
of the local Spiritual Assembly for 
lunch, and made three presentations 
during the day-at the Center, at a 
school, and in a small community just 
outSide Sucre. It was also a good day 
for simply spending time visiting with 
the Baha'is who had walked some dis
tance to be with us at the Center. That 
evening we made a presentation in a 
public theatre that was nearly packed. 
We put forth extra effort that evening, 
and the spirit in the theatre seemed to 

be especially high. perhaps because so 
many of the indigenous Baha'is from 
the institute attended the presentation. 

The Trail of Light team then went to 

the Masi cultural center to take part in 
an exchange of cultural performing 
arts. Various groups of students study
ing at the center performed for us. 
There was standing room only at this 
exchange; many non-Baha'is attended. 

August 19 
Before leaving Sucre for latun Mayo 

in southern Chuquisaca province, we 
stopped at a market to purchase food. 
Patricia Locke's wallet was stolen, and 

.. 

Below: Patricia Locke (right) and a Grande pause to deepen the bonds of 
young Baha'i woman from Pasto fellowship. 

our departure was delayed for several 
hours by the need to make the neces
sary reports. We arrived at latun Mayo 
too late to make a presentation, but 
were warmly greeted and fed. We were 

treated to a sharing of the beautiful 
songs and dances of the region, and we 
drank tea and visited before bedtime. 

August 20 
In the morning we helped clear the 
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threshing floor for our presentation, 
and found that 70 or so people had 
come to watch. I followed the women 
to a little stream where we washed and 
braided our hair. The BaM'is from the 
area first performed for us, and then 
asked us to dance with them. It was" 
wonderful eXl:hange, with relatively li;
tIe Spanish or English spoken, but with 
much language of the spirit. After we 
made our presentation, we left with 
sunburned noses and happy hearts to 
return to Sucre. This visit, as was the 
case with other visits to the campos, 
~ombined proclamation and deepen-

ing-deepening for both the North 
American team as well as for those 
who were being visited. It emphasized 
the valuable role that the arts play in 
spiritual expression and communica
tion. as well as the potential unity of 
the indigenous peoples of the Amer
icas, and of all people everywhere. 

Our program, with some variation. 
was as follows: 

• Usually a "grand entrance dance" 
by the team in pow-wow style, to taped 
music, and introduction of team mem
bers by a translator. 

• Song of greeting; song and dance 

, .. ..... 

Above: Children of Pasto Grande children leave their hats outside whife 
watch intently as the Trail of Light studying in the classroom. 

them. Below: The 
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in praise of the Creator; song and 
dance to call the spirits of our ances
tors.. to be with us-in a Nootka lan
guage and dance, by Randy Chipps, in 
:~aditional dress, using rattle and 
drum. with team members usually sing
::-lg in the background. A dramatic 
opening. Depending on the mood of 
;he audience, we sometimes switched 
this with the flute songs played by 
Kevin Locke. 

• Indian sign language prayer (23rd 
?,,,,;m of the Bible) by Patricia Locke, 
who wore her "jingle" dress, and also 
described how it was made. She show
e: her corn-husk purse, and talked 
ajout the origin of corn. In some 
places we followed this with teaching 
the children a BaM'i prayer in sign 
language, by Kevin. Of course, the 
adults learned it too. 

• When Philip Lane was with us, he 
gave a talk about a variety of things in
cbding his family background, the role 
C': :he eanh mother for all Indian peo
pie. his time spent in Bolivia, the 
strength of the Inca empire-and he 
gave stones to selected people in the au
dience. This was the longest part of the 
program, and unpredictable. On occas
ion Philip would decide to sing part of 
the song used in the pipe ceremony, for 
example, or to show the items he used 
in the sun dance. This was well-re
cei\ed in the campos, but did not keep 
the attention of the people in the 
towns. 

• Flute music was next. The number 
of songs depended on how long Philip 
talked or on the general feeling of the 
group, and.was sometimes omitted in a 
need to enliven the audience. The flute 
songs usually included the Lakota an
them, which was followed by a victory 
song. Patricia and I danced during this 
song, as it includes an honoring of 
women. Other songs included one, 
sometimes told with an enchanting 
stor\, of submission to God's will, 
abo~t a bird (on two occasions eagles, 
hawks or condors circled overhead as 
these songs were played by Kevin, to 
the astonishment of the crowd). The 
group usually consulted briefly and 
discreetly on how many stories could/ 
should be added to tell along with the 
playing of the songs to help deepen the 
believers and promote unity and mu
tual appreciation. 

• ~ext was the hoop dance-a per
forming arts expression of the unity of 



all people-by Kevin Locke. The nar
rative describing the dance was pre
sented by Eloy Anello or Sabino Or
tega. This dance was, without excep
tion, the part of the presentation that 
captured the attention of everyone
children, youth, adults, elderly. Pa
tricia and I danced behind Kevin to add 
to the celebratory nature of the dance . 

• A short talk summarizing the mes
sage of the Trail of Light-a message 
of love and unity, expressed through 
the arts to remind us of our common 
heritage and future and the joy of liv
ing in the day of the Revelation of 
Baha'u'llah, by me, as a member of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors. The 
talk usually ended with an invitation to 
dance with the Trail of Light team. 
This ending was upbeat. We kept it 
short to leave people in a happy, but 
not exhausted, frame of mind. All 
members of the Trail of Light took 
part in this dance. We used a tape re
cording of drum music to make it pos
sible. 

After the presentation we joined the 
Baha'is for prayers and a meal and 
then walked the mile or so back down 
to the jeeps, and returned to Sucre. On 
the way back, we stopped at a school 
that had asked us to visit, but the dis
trict governmental body was meeting, 
so we couldn't make the presentation. 
Instead, we were introduced to the 
members of the syndicate, and Julian 
Ugarte gave a short but eloquent 
speech. After arriving in Sucre we took 
time for a late supper. 

August 21 
A day's drive, over roads unlike any 

to which the North American members 
of the team were accustomed, brought 
us to Meski Pampa, northwest of Su
cre. The greeting extended to us on our 
arrival was undoubtedly the spiritual 
highlight of the entire journey. We 
heard, at some distance, the music of 
the altiplano-flutes and drums, softly 
playing, and as we came closer we saw, 
standing in the moonlight along the 
road in the chill evening air, a long line 
of Quechua, each waiting to extend to 

us a most loving Baha'i greeting. The 
soft exchange of many "Allah'u'Ab
ha, hermanos(as)" in the moonlit night 
was deeply impressed in our hearts, 
perhaps more profoundly because of 
the time it had taken us to reach them 
and the knowledge that the path to 

Above: Baha '{s oj Meski Pampa, Bo- tricia Locke. Below: One oj the men of 
livia, dance with Trail oj Light team Meski Pampa rests against an oven 
members Jacqueline Delahunt and Pa- with Baha'{ Center in background. 

these beautiful Quechua had been 
walked for many years by such people 
as Athos Costas, and steadfast Baha'is 
now awaited us. 

We were fed, and some of us gather
ed around a fire in a courtyard to sing 
and listen to the flute songs; others 
visited in the warm room provided for 
our comfort. 
August 22 

The dawn was greeted by the quiet 
laughter and conversation of the many 
people gathered to be with us for the 
presentation of the Trail of Light. 
Again we cleared a threshing area, ex
changed songs and stories, and danced 
together. It was especially difficult to 

leave the people and the spiritual cli
mate of Meski Pampa. We traveled 
that day to Cochabamba, stopping 
along the way to visit the home of a Ba
ha'i family who had walked to Sucre to 
be with us some days before. 

August 23 
The day in Cochabamba was a good 

one for proclamation, with television 
interviews and a public performance at 
the Bolivian-American Cultural Cen
ter. The outdoor space made available 
to us was overflowing with people, and 
the presentation was well-received. 
Afterward, we had the opportunity for 
many teaching conversations. The 
evening was spent with the local Baha'i 
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A crowd gathers outside the Bahd'{ In- jeep carrying members of the Trail of 
stitute in Sucre, Bolivia, to greet the Light teaching team to the village. 

community and a few guests. We said 
goodbye that evening to Philip Lane, 
who had decided to return to Canada. 
August 24 

We traveled to Orurro, with a visit 
of several hours in Pasto Grande. Al
though there was some difficulty 
among the local Baha'is, the visit was a 
happy and memorable one for the Trail 
of Light members. A fiery speech by 
Julian highlighted the afternoon, and 
our interaction with the women and 
children was especially delightful. 

The altitude and chill of the alti
plano began to slow us down a little, 
but the addition of two Baha'is from 
Cochabamba as traveling companions, 
and the prospect of being at the Baha'i 
radio station in Caracollo kept our 
spirits high. Randy continued to carry 
out his responsibility as leader of the 
daily deepening. 
August 25 

We arrived at the Baha'i radio sta
tion early enough in the day to watch a 
crowd of 400-500 people gather, and 
wondered how Kevin would be able to 
dance in such a high altitude. The pre
sentation of the Trail of Light was 
translated into Quechua and Aymara 
by radio station volunteers with im
pressive poise and skill. We all suffered 
a little from the altitude that day, but 
again, the company and the opportu
nity for proclamation and for uniting 
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hearts was so great that we were con· 
tinually energized by it. 

The director and staff of the nearby 
rural normal school asked to meet with 
us, and Sabino Ortega arranged a 
luncheon that gave us a wonderful op
portunity to "talk shop" with other In
dian educators. We were given a tour 
of the school and exchanged addresses 
and promises to share educational ma
terials. 

Ready to leave Caracollo for Puno 
we returned to the radio station to find 
a large group of children waiting for 
us, hoping to see our presentation. 
Wondering if dancing again in that al
titude would be wise, we nonetheless 
decided that we couldn't disappoint the 
children, so we danced with them-an 
amazing feat only those present could 
appreciate, as joyful order emerged out 
of wide-eyed chaos. We won't soon 
forget the white-coated children as they 
vied to be the first to learn the IndiaiJ 
sign-language prayer ("0 God! Guide 
me ... ") taught by Kevin, and watch
ed Randy share a Nootka prayer! 
dance. Again, we left with full hearts 
and more sunburn on our noses. 

We arrived that evening in La Paz, 
dusty and weary, and were greeted with 
the warm hospitality of the Ouladi 
family. 
August 26 

Television proclamation seemed to 

be the opportunity to take advantage 
of in La Paz. Getting to three or four 
interviews took most of the day, and 
we made a presentation at the Baha'i 
Center in the evening. It was our last 
evening in Bolivia, and we were some
w?at reluctant to be leaving, though we 
sull had several days of travel ahead of 
us in Peru. 

AuguST 27 
We exchanged vehicles, said good

bye to our intrepid Bolivian driver, and 
were .. met at the Peruvian border by 
AUXIlIary Board member Boris Han
del. The trip to Puno was highlighted 
by a brief but delightful visit to the Ba
ha'i Center in the little town of Juli 
where the Baha'i community shared it~ 
first harvest of potatoes with us. This 
particular custom, with fish or corn, is 
common to many North American 
tribes, and we were especially pleased 
to. be so honored. We met that evening 
with a small group of Baha'is in Puna, 
one of whom was a new pioneer to the 
area, and another a new Baha'i. (What 
growth they were to see within the 
month~) 

August 28 
Most of the day was given to the per

formance at the Baha'i radio station. 
Despite problems with a gasoline shor
tage, an audience of several hundred 
gathered, and with them two local 
music/dance groups who shared their 
talents with us and the crowd. We 
made a full presentation, and felt that 
it was a successful day of proclamation 
and interaction with local Baha'is, es
pecially as the presentation was broad
cast live. The beauty of the setting was 
also appreciated by the team, who had 
heard much of the fabulous Lake Titi
caca, and Boris Handel seemed very 
pleased. 

August 29 
We said goodbye to Counsellor An

ello as we boarded the train for Cuzco. 
Sabino Ortega was to be our transla
tor, and this change in the team's 
make-up proved to bond us even closer 
to the indigenous people of Bolivia, as 
we met the challenge of different lan
guages. We arrived in Cuzco in the 
early evening and were met by mem
bers of the local Baha'i community 
who continued to help us with trans
portation throughout the week. 



August 30 
Our presentation in a community 

near Cuzco was preceded by a tour of 
the ruins. In the evening we made a 
presentation in the Baha'i Center, 
which was followed by a question-and
answer period. It was one of the high
lights of the trip for us because, I be
lieve, we were able to do more direct 
teaching than is possible in proclama
tion situations, even though the ques
tions and answers sometimes had to go 
through two or three translations. 

August 31 
This was the "day off" for the Trail 

of Light team, and one that we had all 
been eagerly anticipating, as it had 
been set aside for our visit to the ruins 
at Machu Picchu. The trip was memo
rable, and as wonder-filled as we had 
anticipated. Perhaps one of the strong
est impressions was the sound of Ju
lian's lovely flute music echoing 
through the ruins and the mountains. 
He had carried the flute with him on 
the whole trip, but hadn't played it 
much, even though we asked him on 
occasion to do so. It was worth the 
wait to hear him play for several hours 
among the mystical ruins. 

That evening we said tearful good
byes, as the team would leave early on 
September 1 for Arequipa, I would re
turn to speak at the U.S. Conference 
on Growth on September 2, and Julian 
and our photographer, Rubin, would 

Kevin Locke again, this time playing 
the Lakota courting flute at Radio Ba
hd', in Caracollo, Bolivia. Behina him 
on stage are Counsellor Eloy Anello 

- ;""'" 

Kevin Locke performs his spectacular 
Lakota hoop dance at Radio Bahd,( on 

return to Bolivia. By this time we were 
very much a family, reluctant to leave 
one another, entrusting each other to 
God's care. Without anyone to trans
late between us, perhaps the goodbyes 
were even more tender because of the 
effort needed to express each heart's 
love. 
September 1 

Patricia, Kevin and Sabino left for 
Arequipa, where the group made two 
presentations. I am uncertain about the 
details of the places and audiences for 

and Auxiliary Board member Sabino 
Ortega. The woman to the right is 
translating Mr. Locke's narrative into 
the Aymara language. 

the shore of Lake Titicaca in Puno, 
Peru. 

the presentations. 

September 3 
Unable to leave Lima for the U.S. 

due to canceled flights, I was still at the 
airport when the Trail of Light arrived 
in Lima. It was by then too late to get 
to Wilmette for the closing session of 
the conference, so I decided to stay in 
Lima and rejoined the Trail of Light 
for its last two days. That evening we 
had dinner with a number of Baha'is 
who had arrived in the city for a meet
ing of the International Baha'i Audio
Visual Centre (IBA VC) and the Baha'i 
Radio Conference. Randy Chipps left 
that evening to return to Canada. 

September 4 
The Baha'is of Lima had prepared a 

program for several musical groups to 
be presented in one of the town's 
plazas, and the Trail of Light was the 
final presentation on the program. It 
drew a large crowd, and the program 
was well-received. It was a final proc
lamation effort for the Trail of Light, 
and a pleasure to have Counsellors 
Mas'ud Khamsi and Ruth Pringle in 
the audience. 

September 5 
The Trail of Light had been invited 

to share its cultural presentation at a 
school in one of the cities that spring 
up quickly near Lima. This particular 
city's government is progressive, and 
apparently very concerned about build-
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ing a hopeful future for its people. Our 
presentation seemed to be not so much 
a proclamation as a sharing of the arts 
with the children in an attempt to sup
port the efforts of the community's 
leaders and to win friends for the 
Faith. 

Late that afternoon we said goodbye 
again, as Patricia and Kevin wanted to 
leave Lima for the U.S. and I boarded 
the bus for the Radio Conference. The 
commotion of many Baha'is just arriv
ing for the conference made discussion 
about the Trail of Light effort imprac
tical at that time. However, after hav
ing had time to reflect about it, I do 
have some suggestions for future Trail 
of Light efforts. It also seems approp
riate to share some reflections on how 
the North American team members 
were affected by the experience. Here 
are my perceptions: 

Perhaps the most profound experi
ence was a deepened understanding of 
the size and the potential of the indig
enous populations of South America. 
Accustomed to being "islands" of In
dian people in an ocean of non-Indians 
in North America, and living in a state 
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Above: Sabino Ortega, Kevin Locke 
and Patricia Locke take time during 
the Trail of Light's 'day off' in Peru to 
enjoy a day in the sun amid the mag
nificent Inca ruins af Machu Picchu. 

Below: The jeep returns, loaded and 
ready to take the Trail of Light team 
from Radio Baha'i' in Caracollo to La 
Pa:., the team's last stop in Bolivia 
before continuing on to Peru. 



of puzzlement about the words of • Ab
du'l-Baha regarding the Indians of 
America, the experience of being 
among so many indigenous Baha'is, 
and seeing the hundreds of thousands 
of potential (indigenous) Baha'is, their 
beauty and strength, we were able to be 
more confident, encouraged and clear 
about what needs to be done in the 
teaching efforts among Indian people, 
both north and south. 

We were continually reminded of" ~he 
common heritage and the relationship 
of the indigenous peoples of the Amer
icas, to our great joy and wonderment. 
We felt that, even though we were all 
specialists/educators in Indian culture, 
there was far more to be learned from 
than what we had to give our relatives 
in the south. As with any travel under
taken to help increase understanding, 
the bonds of love and unity between 
the team and those we encountered 
were most certainly strengthened, and 
this sense of belonging to one another 
will be conveyed as we speak and write 
about our experience. 

Another confirmation during the 
trip was the success that each of the 
city proclamation efforts attained with 
the use of the arts to share some of the 
teachings of BaM'u'llah. 

Our favorite and most meaningful 
times were with the people in the cam
pos. We felt at home, that we belonged 
there, and at the same time that it was 
an inestimable privilege to be offered 
hospitality in these homes. 

The help of Eloy Anello and others 
in translating as much as possible all 
conversations to keep the team inform
ed of all that was going on around us 
helped immeasurably. The opportu
nities that various situations present 
can be taken full advantage of only 
with such assistance. It also helps to 

keep the interest and attention of the 
team members alive, to make the 
smiles more genuine. 

Finally, as with any teaching trip, 
the Trail of Light gave us an opportu
nity to live each day much as we would 
like to live all of our days, with a mis
sion and focus for all of our actions. 
That experience influences the rest of 
our days.-Jacqueline Delahunt 

Top: Children of Pasta Grande crowd 
in for a closer look at the camera. Mid
dle: Counsellor Jacqueline Delahunt 

relaxes with the children in Pasto 
Grande. Bottom: A performance fit 
Radio Bahd,( in Caracollo, Bolivia. 
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The world 

'Wildfire' blazes in Macau 

Thousand~ of people in Macau have 
heard about the Baha'i message of 
pea(:e recently through the Wildfire 
Theatre Group, which consists of 
young performers from Australia, 
England, Iran, New Zealand and the 
United States. 

The project is taking expansion of 
the Faith in Macau into a new phase, 
using music and dance as the medium 
for teaching. 

Zimbabwe 

A National Women's Conference 
held last November 5-6 at the National 
Institute in Christon Bank, Zimbabwe, 
brought together 71 Baha'is from at 
least 10 communities. 

Besides a number of talks, there 

South Africa 

PiCTured at a World Religion Day ob
servance in Johannesburg, South Af
rica, are (left to right) B10ndie Mak
hene and Counsellors Lally Lucretia 
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Performances incorporate a blend 01 
music, dance and comedy, all of whi(:h 
emphasize the Baha'i teachings or; 
peace and urge other young people ;:. 
work for peace. 

Following the group's first appear
ance, which was part of the Macau Ba
ha'i community's Naw-Ruz celebra
tion, many people wanted to hear more 
about the Faith, and some expressed a 

were presentations on dress-making 
and cooking as well as a presentation 
on mental health and drug abuse b! 
guest speaker Unice Takawira from the 
Ministry of Health. 

M. Warren and Daniel Ramoroesi. 
(Photo copyright The Star, Johannes
burg, South Africa; K. Oosterbroek, 
photographer) 

desire :0 become Baha ·is. 
The second performance, at Leal Se

:1ado Square in the center of Macau, 
drew an audience of 2,000. At the end 
of the evening, a number of people 
asked to enroll in the Faith. 

The following day, an article about 
the group and a photograph appeared 
in Macau's leading newspaper. The 
.\1acau Daily. 

; Australia 
On March 21. a dedication (:eremony 

fo; a Peace Garden planted in the cen
ier of Geelong West, Australia, was 
held, sponsored by the Spiritual As
sembly of Geelong West. 

Among those attending was the 
mayor of the city who praised the Ba
ba 'f community for its efforts toward 
peace and mentioned the good rela
tionship that had developed between 
the Baha'is and city council during the 
months of planning and preparation 
for the Peace Garden. 

Each of those at the ceremony plant
ed a rose in the garden. Afterward, a 
bronze plaque bearing a quote from 
Baha'u'llah and the name of the Gee
long West Baha'i community was un
veiled. 

• 
The BaM'i Group of Barossa, South 

Australia, recently had a visit from an 
enthusiastic group of young Baha'is 
who asked that community service pro
jects be organized for them. 

The youth painted wooden toys at 
the local kindergarten, weeded in a 
local park, supported a Family Holi
day Concert and an international 
luncheon organized by the Baha'is of 
Barossa, conducted firesides, and 
heightened respect for the Faith among 
the people in this small country town. 



Canada 
Joan Moore, a Baha'i from Ontario, 

Canada, has been given Air Canada's 
"Heart of Gold" award which is pre
sented to those who have contributed 
significantly to the life of the com
munity. 

An article about the award in Nia
gara Advance says in part, " ... rarely 
a day goes by that Joan doesn't put her 
Baha'i Faith into practice, with friends 
and strangers alike being the recipients 
of her thoughtfulness." 

• 
The Baha'i Center in Montreal, 

Canada, was the recent site of a Red 
Cross blood donor clinic. 

About 20 Baha'i youth went door
to-door to recruit donors, distributed 
flyers about the project, and made 
many phone calls to remind people of 
their pledge to give blood. 

Said one of the nurses working on 
the project: "Today I saw people who 
were truly radiating universal love." 

Several resiqents in the neighbor
hood were introduced to the Faith for 
the first time as a result of the donor 
clinic, while the March 5 edition of a 
widely distributed Montreal newspaper 
carried an article about the project. 

• 
One hundred-thirty Baha'is from all 

parts of French-speaking Quebec, Ca
nada, took part last November in a 
conference for unity, protection and 
teaching. 

Special guests included the Hand of 
the Cause of God 'Ali-Muhammad 
Varqa and Counsellor David Smith. 
Also attending were a representative of 
the National Spiritual Assembly and 
members of the Auxiliary Board. 

New Zealand 
After seven years as participants in 

the annual Christmas float parade, the 
Baha'is of Clifton County, New Zea
land, are now a central part of the 
event. 

Having been awarded the winning 
trophy for the past four years, and 
having developed a friendly relation
ship with the public, the Baha'is now 
consult with the organizers about the 
event. Three newspaper articles re
sulted from last year's participation 
while an estimated 20,000 people saw 
the winning Baha'i float. 

Paraguay 

Children at the new Baha'{ tutorial 
school in Cerrito, Chaco, Paraguay 
gather with their teacher, Charlotte 
Krestchmer (back row, right), during 
the school's inauguration ceremony 

Publication 
Herald oj the South, a magazine 

produced by the Baha'is of Australia 
and New Zealand, announces "Write 
Time," a contest for ambitious young 
writers between the ages of 15 and 25. 

The purpose is to encourage young 
authors, giving them an opportunity to 
have their work published while com
peting for cash prizes and free sub
scriptions to Herald oj the South. 

Entrants may submit one or more 
original articles on any topics that fit 
into the magazine's format. Articles 
must be no more than 3,500 words. 
Fiction or non-fiction is acceptable. All 
entries should be in English, typewrit
ten and double-spaced. Entries will not 
be returned. 

To enter, one must be at least 15 
years of age and no older than 25 as of 
April 30, 1989. The closing date for en
tries is October 1. 

Entries should include one's full 
name and address, date of birth, and a 
signed statement that the entry is one's 
original work. Send entries to: 

Write Time, 4 Glenn Avenue, Mos
man Park, Western Australia 6012, 

March 1. The school is named the 
'Miki Rutan Baha'{ Institute' in mem
ory oj a Baha '{ pioneer to Paraguay 
who donated the property. It will oper
ate as a Alontessori school. 

Australia. 
Six winning entries will be published 

in Herald oj the South. First prize in 
each age group (15-18 and 19-25) is 
$1 {)O (Australian), and the two run
ners-up in each group will receive a 
one-year subscription to Herald oj the 
South. 

Solomon Islands 
Gertrude Blum, a Knight of Baha'

u'llah to the Solomon Islands, has been 
awarded the MBE (Most Excellent Or
der 0,' ;he British Empire) for "sen:ce 
to the community" as a pan of the 
1989 ~ew Year Honors and Awards 
offered by Her ~lajesty Q'Jee:-. Eiiz:1-
beth II. 

In a letter from the private secretary 
to the Governor-General of the Solo
mons. ~lrs. Blum was congratulated 
on his behalf for "the well-deserved 
award for your long and dedicated ser
vices to the Baha'i Faith and to the 
community. " 

Mrs. Blum arrived in the Solomons 
with her late husband, Alvin, and their 
family in 1954. 
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Papua New Guinea 

Pictured is the Bahd'l singing group, 
'The Dawn-breakers, ' from New Ire
land, Papua New Guinea, who won 

The all-Baha'i village of Kautru re
cently celebrated the opening of their 
new Baha'i Center on their island in 
the Western Province of Papua New 
Guinea. 

The secretary of the National Spir
itual Assembly of Papua New Guinea, 
accompanied by another Baha'i, char
tered a small plane to attend the event. 

The Center was decorated with flow
ers, bamboo fronds and deer antlers, 
and the friends were dressed in the 
traditional costumes of the village to 
perform traditional songs and dances. 

The ceremony was followed by a 
large feast, and during the next three 
days nearly 300 people came to the vil
lage to attend a special Baha'i Insti
tute. 

• 
As a result of a recent teaching trip 

by Baha'is, the entire village of Sram, 
near Vanimo in Sandaun Province, 
Papua New Guinea, including even the 
pastor of the local church, embraced 
the Faith. 

A local Spiritual Assembly has been 
formed, and the community recently 
observed its first Nineteen Day Feast, 
calling it "Makam, Makam" Uoyous 
gathering). 
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first prize after performing April 12 at 
the Peace Music Festival in Rabaul. 

Pictured are many of those who took 
part January 28-29 in a Weekend In
stitute at Raim Village, Papua New 
Guinea. Topics covered included Ba
ha'llaws, teaching, and the importance 
of the Ric/van 1988 message from the 
Universal House of Justice. Included 

The new Baha'i Center of Sesenaro 
village in the mountain region of Milne 
Bay Province, Papua New Guinea, re
cently opened its doors for its first con
ference. The entire population of the 

On April 12, a Peace Music Festival 
was held in -Rabaul, Papua New Gui
nea, to celebrate National Women's 
Day and mark the Women's Day of 
Prayer. 

Opening prayers were read by rep
resentatives of the Faith along with 
Catholics, Mormons and Lutherans. 

After an address of welcome from 
the provincial secretary, 13 groups per
formed in a special music and drama 
competition. First prize was won by 
"The Dawn-breakers," a Baha'j sing
ing group from New Ireland. 

Also included in the festival were a 
Baha'i bookshop, and videos and 
special hand-outs with Baha'i songs, 
prayers and quotes from the Writings 
printed on them. 

During the closing ceremony the 
president of the Papua New Guinea 
Council of Women, Mrs. Bungtabu 
Brown, who is also the wife of the pre
mier, thanked the Baha'is and com
mended their teachings on women, 
equality and social development. 

were video tapes of the 1986 Peace 
Conference in San Francisco and the 
'Green Light Expedition, ' the Amazon 
teaching trip taken by the Hand of the 
Cause of God Amatu'I-Baha Ruhfyyih 
Khdnum. 

village is Baha'i. 
Five hundred-forty Baha'is from 14 

communities made the arduous trip 
through the mountains to attend this 
memorable event. 



D 

Alaska 

On April 8, the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Alaska held the seventh 
annual Honor Kempton Service to Hu
manity Award ceremony at the Hilton 
Hotel in Anchorage. 

Receiving this year's award was Dr. 
Ted Mala, director of the University of 
Alaska-Siberia's Medical Research 
Program. 

The award, designated for work 
done for the promotion of peace, was 
presented to Dr. Mala for his work in 
supporting intercontinental coopera
tion between Alaska and the Soviet 
Union. 

A citation given to Dr. Mala by the 
Alaska legislature states in part, 
" ... he negotiated with the USSR the 
first medical research agreement ever 
made by Siberia with any Western non
governmental institution. He also ne
gotiated an agreement with the Soviet 
Far East Region of Magadan for a 
medical research program, which rep
resents the first agreement the ~aga
dan region has entered into with the 
West. ... " 

"The fact that this award is of a spir
itual nature sets it apart from any other 
that I have received," Dr. Mala said in 
a letter. "This recognition certainly 
ranks among the most important and 
difficult challenges that one must con
tinue to face up to in the course of 
one's journey on this planet. ... Your 
board has honored and challenged us 
all to live up to the high standard of ex
cellence Honor Kempton has left us in 
her legacy." 

The award was presented to Dr. 
Mala by Tod Jones, chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of 
Alaska. 

Speakers during the evening includ
ed John Schaeffer, adjutant general of 
Alaska; Glen Olds, president of the 
Fetzer Foundation; Mary Core, Dr. 
Mala's coordinator of the Institute for 
Circumpolar Health Studies Program; 
Dr. Donald O'Dowd, president of the 
University of Alaska-Fairbanks; Willy 
Hensley, president of the NANA Re
gional Corp.; and Dr. B.D. Posti, pres
ident of the Canadian Society for Cir
cumpolar Health. 

Entertainers included Windflower. 
an Alaskan Baha'i musical group; the 
Karavan Dancers, a well-known folk 
dance group from Anchorage; and 

Lori Rodgers, a jazz singer also from 
Anchorage. 

• 
~lary Anne Navitsky, a TlingitiHai

da Indian from Sitka, Alaska, and a 
Baha'i since 1965, is the first native 
Alaskan woman to become a dentist. 

She has appeared in a recruitment 
film, "Why Not Medicine?" produced 
by the Alaska Native Health Careers 
Program, and has been profiled in sev
eral publications. 

Falkland Islands 

~f,'.H. (center). new gov
ernor of the Falkland Islands, receives 
copies of 'The Promise of World 
Peace' and the book A Crown of Beau
ty from members of the Spiritual As
sembly of Stanley, Sharon Middleton 
(left) and Margo Smallwood. The gov-

Taiwan 
Music is proving to be an effective 

medium for teaching the Faith in Tai
wan, drawing Baha'i youth to the 
teaching field and attracting seekers to 
the Faith. 

Following a recent two-hour concert 
in Tainan, Taiwan's fourth largest city, 
278 of the 500 young people in atten
dance embraced the Cause. 

A broad-based teaching plan emerg
ed from a recent meeting in Taiwan 
whose participants were Counsellors 
Bijan Farid, RouhollahMomtazi and 
Rose Ong; the members of the Na-

In 1984 Ms. Navitsky took part in a 
student exchange program between the 
University of Iowa College of Dentis
try, where she was studying, and the 
Royal College of Dentistry in Arrhus, 
Denmark. While there she observed 
dental care practices and visited several 
dental care facilities in Greenland ser
viced by the Danish health care system. 

She also was the first Alaskan wom
an to attend Harvard Summer School 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

ernor asked many questions the 
Faith, mentioned that he had known a 
university professor in the United 
States who was a Baha',: and said he 
looked forward to renewing and in
creasing his knowledge of the Faith. 

tional Spiritual Assembly of Taiwan; 
and Farzam Arbab, a Counsellor mem
ber of the International Teaching Cen
tre in Haifa. 

The plan involves a teaching team 
working directly under the guidance of 
the National Spiritual Assembly; local 
Spiritual Assemblies working with the 
National Teaching Committee to inau
gurate ongoing teaching projects; the 
training and deepening of individual 
believers via teaching institutes; and 
the raising of a substantial number of 
new Baha'i Centers for teaching. 
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Republic of Ireland 
Many teaching opportunities have 

arisen from'the affiliation of the Ba
ha'i Women's Committee of the Re
public of Ireland with the Council for 
the Status of Women. 

Recently, a Baha'i representative 
was chosen as one of seven workshop 
facilitators from throughout the coun
try to conduct a workshop during a 
training day organized by the Council. 

Other activities have included par-

Panama 

Kevin Locke, a Lakota Indian from 
Mobridge, South Dakota, who is a 
member of the U.S. National Spiritual 
Assembly, performs a traditional In
dian hoop dance at a university in 
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ticipation in the World Women's Day 
of Prayer in Dublin, and in a reception 
at the National BaM'i Center for the 
visiting president of the International 
AJliance of Women. 

• 
Baha'i marriages are now recognized 

in the Republic of Ireland. 
On August 17, the National Spiritual 

Assembly received confirmation that 
the National Haziratu'l-Quds was reg-

Panama during his recent visit to that 
country. The performance, organized 
in collaboration with the Kuna (Indian) 
University Association, was attended 
by 150 people. 

istered as a place at which civil mar
riages may take place in the presence of 
the Registrar of Marriages. 

The recognition paves the way for 
new dialogue with authorities in the 
Catholic Church to develop a greater 
understanding and to resolve difficul
ties encountered in the past with re
spect to marriages between Baha'is and 
Catholics. 

Japan 
A leaching project in Kyushu. south

ern Japan, has been named the "family 
teaching project" because of the dis
tinctiye nature of the teaching work. 

As one member of a family enrolls, 
he or she teaches other members of the 
family, taking them to meetings that 
are held regularly at the Noguchi 
Farm. 

As of mid-April, aboUT 40 new be
lieYe;~ had embraced the Faith . 

• 
A Peace Festival, held last October 

9-10 in Sendai, Japan, was sponsored 
by the teaching committee of the To
hoku Baha'i community and supported 
by the Baha'is of the Kanto region. 

Among the highlights was an address 
by the Hand of the Cause of God H. 
Collis Featherstone entitled "Peace: 
Hope for Mankind and the Road to 
Tomorrow." 

Janet Maloney, a Baha'i who is a 
well-known television personality, sang 
and moderated a panel discussion . 

• 
One hundred twenty-eight adults, 

youth and children from all part of 
Japan and overseas gathered last Au
gust 5-7 at the BaM'i Summer School 
in Shonen Shukuhaku Kenkyusho. 

The goal was not only to deepen 
their knowledge of the Faith and to en
joy fellowship, but to learn how to 
teach the Faith and to practice what 
was learned. 

Austria 
Through the initiative of an individ

ual BaM'i, copies of "The Promise of 
World Peace" have been given to some 
5,000 physicians in and around Vienna, 
Austria. The weekly newspaper Phy
sician '5 Week also carried an an
nouncement about the peace statement. 



& 

Africa 
A 56-day teaching trip covering nine 

countries in southern Africa under
taken by Auxiliary Board member 
Choughi Rouhani and Amal Rouhani 
to deepen believers on the development 
of the Arc on Mount Carmel and its 
relationship to the Ark of the Cov
enant was successful in arousing the 
enthusiasm of the friends in some of 
the most remote parts of the region. 

The method of teaching included 
slide shows and talks based on the Ba
ha'i Writings. 

During the course of the trip copies 
of the peace statement were presented 
to a number of dignitaries while inter
views were conducted by Radio Ma
lawi, Radio Zambia, and a women's 
magazine in Malawi . 

• 
"Baha'is spread message of hope" 

was the cover story in the March 18 
issue of African Concord, a pan
African weekly magazine. 

The article, written by a Baha'i. 
Philip Hainsworth, includes photo
graphs of Baha'is in Africa and the 
House of Worship in Kampala, L"gan
da. 

The magazine's editor, Tunde Agda
biaka. who is also a Baha'f, said the ' 
staff was keenly interested in the role 
the Baha'is are playing in Africa. 

Swaziland 
Crispin Pemberton-Pigott, a Baha'i 

who is managing director of :--lew 
Dawn Engineering, recently traveled 
through six southern and eastern Af
rican countries training local people in 
the manufacture of several kinds of 
fence-making machines and in the 
transfer of other appropriate technOl
ogies in building, agriculture and water 
programs. 

The lO-day training courses were or
ganized by the National Spiritual As
semblies in each of the six countries: 
Ethiopia. Kenya, Tanzania. Uganda, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

New Dawn Engineering, a private 
venture based in Manzini, Swaziland. 
is dedicated to the development of 
labor-intensive manufacturing pro
cesses and other technologies thar 
employ and empower the rural poor. 

Senegal 

New Bahd'{s in the vii/age of Diacoye 
Banga, in the Ziguinchor region of 
Senegal, gather to learn more about the 
Faith. They are among the 219 new be-

Pictured are some of the new Baha '/s 
In {he village of L wefeu, which is in the 
Ziguinchor region of Bignona, Sene-

~orway 

~lore than 500 people attended a 
program entitled "Faith for a Com
mon Future" held last November at 
the University Hall in Oslo. Norway. 

The event was initiated by the Baha'i 
community and developed by a com
mittee composed of members of the 

Iievers who have been enrolled in the 
Faith during the Viera Teaching Cam
paign. 

gal. These people embraced [he Cause 
during (he recent Viera Teaching Cam
paign. 

Lutheran Church (the official church 
of Norway), and the Baha'i. Buddhist, 
Hindu, Islamic and Jewish faiths and 
Worldwide Fund for Nature. 

Included was musical entertainment 
and a theatre performance. 
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Trinidad/Tobago 

Dr. A.M. Ghadirian, a Baha'i psy
chiatrist from Canada who is the au
thor of In Search of Nirvana, visited 
the Baha'i community of Trinidad and 
Tobago for a few days in April. 

While there, he was able to meet 
with the president of the Republic of 
Trinidad and Tobago, Noor Hassanali; 
the country's minister of foreign af
fairs; the Archbishop of Port of Spain; 
the chairman and secretary of the 
south branch of the Trinidad and To
bago Medical Association; the chief 
medical officer of the Ministry of 
Health; the office of the prime minister 
and permanent secretary; two major 
radio stations; Trinidad and Tobago 
Television; and two newspapers, the 
Trinidad Guardian and Trinidad Ex
press. 

Dr. Ghadirian's visit coincided with 
Alcohol Awareness Week in Trinidad 
and Tobago, which offered opportu
nities to express the Baha· i point of 
view on alcohol and drug dependence. 

Dr. Ghadirian, accompanied by two 
members of the National Spiritual As
sembly, met with President Hassanali 
for an hour. 

After receiving a copy of In Search 
of Nirvana from its author, the pres
ident consented to a photograph and 
asked about the meaning of nirvana. 

The resulting discussion extended to 

Shown are some of those who took 
part in a celebration last December 10 
of United Nations Human Rights Day 
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include the nobility of man and his 
spiritual nature, the fear of God, and 
the harmony of science and religion. 

The president praised the Baha'i 
community for its contribution to the 
well-being of the country, and indi
cated that the Baha'is are now recog
nized members of the Inter-Religious 
Organization of Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Baha'is in turn praised the pres
ident for being a good example for his 
people by not using alcohol and for not 
allowing it to be used at ceremonial 
events. 

• 
The national Baha'i Media/Public 

Relations Committee of Trinidad and 
Tobago held its annual public Naw
Ruz celebration March 20 at the Baha'i 
National Center in Port of Spain, Trin
idad. 

The program included a perfor
mance by the Baha'i choir, a talk about 
Naw-Rtiz and the Faith, a poem, 
"Dear Baha'i Flower," recited by 
Maryam Rahimi, and two songs by the 
Baha'i children of Curepe. 

Also shared with the public was the 
video tape, "Peace ... The Prom
ise," which was being seen for the first 
time by those present and was quite 
well received. 

On March 21, the Baha'is of Port of 
Spain presented a Naw-Ruz program 

sponsored by the Spiritual Assembly of 
Port of Spain, Trinidad. 

and dinner for more than 60 Baha'is 
and their guests. 

• 
The Baha'is of Trinidad and Tobago 

participated March 22 in a worship ser
vice for the nation's Week of Prayer, 
held at the National Anglican Cathe
dral in Port of Spain. 

Two Baha'i members of the national 
Interreligious Organization, Dr. Ha
mid Farabi and Laurence Coward, 
helped organize the national unity ser
vice. 

The Baha'i choir presented two 
songs, "God Is One" and "Peace Will 
Come." 

A.N.R. Robinson, the prime minis
ter of the Republic of Trinidad and 
Tobago, took part in the program, as 
did Patrick Manning, leader of the op
position. Many other national digni
taries were present in the audience. 

EI Salvador 
More than 800 new believers have 

embraced the Faith in El Salvador 
since May 1988. 

Of these new Baha'is, 80 percent 
have entered the Faith during the past 
six months as a result of an intensive 
teaching campaign supported by the 
Continental Board of Counsellors. 

A significant aspect of the campaign 
is that nearly all of the new believers 
live in disturbed areas in the eastern 
part of the country. New teachers have 
actively reinforced the teaching work 
as the campaign has progressed. 

As a part of that support, eight re
gional and local deepening institutes 
and three regional conferences have 
recently been held. 

In addition, a IS-minute weekly tele
vision program about the Faith resum
ed broadcasting in February. 

St. Vincent/Grenadines 
"Peace Through Unity" was the 

theme of a Baha'i-sponsored program 
broadcast live last November by St. 
Vincent's national radio station. 

It marked the third time that Baha'is 
had taken part in the popular govern
ment-sponsored "Divine Worship Ser
vice" program which broadcasts a dif
ferent religious service each Sunday 
morning. 



-

Bolivia 
Fifty-five participants from seven 

Departments and three countries took 
part March 24-26 in Bolivia's National 
Baha'i Women's Conference. 

Among those attending were Coun
sellors Eloy Anello and Isabel P. de 
Calder6n. 

The high-spirited event led to a re
newed awareness of the position of 
women in the Faith and in enthusiastic 
offers to prepare audio-visual ma
terials, conduct children's classes, in
itiate direct teaching efforts, and or
ganize 10 literacy classes . 

• 
A special teaching project begun last 

November in Bolivia had attracted and 
confirmed more than 2,000 new believ
ers by the end of February, the major
ity of whom reside within the listening 
range of Radio Baha'i. 

In addition, 50 new communities 
were opened to the Faith, some of 
which are now entirely Baha'i. 

Systematic deepening courses for the 
new Baha'is have begun at the Firdawsi 
Institute, and plans to maintain the 
teaching and deepening momentum are 
being implemented throughout the 
country. 

Peru 

Children of the Piura, Peru, communi
ty gather for a photograph with Coun
sellor Isabel P. de Calderon (back row, 
right) at the Municipal Hall in Piura 

Barbados 

Pictured are some of the Bahd '{s who 
attended a Women's Conference held 
last April in Barbados. The conference 
theme was 'Women on the Pathway to 
Peace.' Rouhi Huddleston's keynote 

Transkei 
About 250 people from many cul

tural backgrounds attended this year's 
Naw-Ruz celebration given by the 8a-

during one of four teaching projects 
begun in the northern area of the coun
try following the National Bahd 'lSum
mer School in February. 

address, 'Woman, You Are the Key to 
Peace, ' was followed by a television in
terview and a fireside for some 60 
adults, one of whom embraced the 
Cause on the spot, and many children. 

ha'is of Umtata, Transkei, in southern 
Africa. 

Among those taking part were 
Xhosa people, Europeans, Americans, 
Persians, South Africans of all races, 
Africans from other countries, Chris
tians and Zionists, young people and 
elders, and those from a wide range of 
social, professional and economic 
backgrounds. 

The celebration began with prayers 
offered in many languages. 

The Cicira Teacher Training College 
Choir presented songs in Xhosa and 
English, and a traditional song and 
dance group, also from Cicira College, 
showed that, as educated Xhosa youth, 
they are proud of their cultural heri
tage. 

Thozi Nomvete, a lecturer at the 
University of Transkei, presented a 
talk on peace, which was followed by 
more traditional dancing and singing, 
fellowship and prayer. 

Philippines 
As of February, an urban teaching 

campaign launched January 17 in the 
universities and high school of 8aguio 
city, Philippines, had resulted in 77 
enrollments. 
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The Hand of the Cause of God Ugo Giachery is taken to his final resting place near the House of Worship in Samoa. 

Hand of Cause Dr. Giachery dies 
Deeply grieved loss valiant, indefatigable, dearly-loved, 

distinguished Hand Cause Dr. U go Giachery. His passing in 
course historic visit Samoa adds fresh laurels to crown al
ready won during ministry beloved Guardian, and reinforces 
spiritual distinction vast Pacific region, already blessed by in
terment four other Hands. 

His magnificent accomplishments as member at large of In
ternational Baha'i Council in connection raising superstruc
ture Shrine of the Bab, which prompted Guardian to name 
one of the doors of that noble edifice after him, his painstak
ing efforts in promoting on the local, national and interna
tional levels paramount interests of the Faith, his notable 
achievement in establishment Italo-Swiss National Spiritual 
Assembly on eve launching Ten Year Crusade, his outstand
ing qualities of zeal, fidelity, determination and perseverance, 
which characterized imperishable record his arduous la
bors-all combine to richly adorn annals Faith over period 
his superb, assiduous exertions, and undoubtedly assure him 
bountiful reward in Kingdom on High. 

Advise all National Spiritual Assemblies hold befitting me
morial gatherings his name, particularly in Mashriqu'l-Adh
kilrs in recognition his unique position, splendid services. 

Universal House of Justice 
July 6, 1989 Photos by Keith Dahl 
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United States 

'Lifestyle Choices' exhibit fights drugs 

On June 7, former First Lady Nancy 
Reagan and recently appointed federal 
drug czar William Bennett were in Los 
Angeles to help dedicate a unique sub
stance abuse exhibit, "Lifestyle 
Choices," at the California Museum of 
Science and Industry. 

The nation's fIrst permanent exhibit 
designed to educate children and ado
lescents about the consequences of 
drinking, drug use and smoking, 
"Lifestyle Choices" was conceived 
some two and one-half years ago by 
David Langness, a Baha'i from Los 
Angeles who has worked for many 
years in the health-care fIeld. 

The exhibit is co-sponsored by the 
National Health Foundation, of which 
Mr. Langness is executive director, and 
ARCO, who contributed $750,000 to 
its $1.3-million cost. Twenty-seven 
other private-sector contributors have 
also supported the project, which was 
built solely with donations from cor
porations, foundations and individuals 
and using no taxpayer funds. 

It features computer-driven interac
tive video stations where viewers take 
part at various decision-making points 
in realistic peer-pressure situations and 
can then see the results of their decis
ions. 

"Lifestyle Choices" also houses a 
specially-designed drunk- and drugged
driving simulator where participants 
can test their ability to drive under the 
influence of drugs and alcohol. 

Many other stationary and interac
tive exhibits fill the hall, delivering fac
tual, honest information about sub
stance abuse and its consequences. 

"The 'Lifestyle Choices' exhibit," 
said Mrs. Reagan, "represents a new 
approach in preventing the tragedy of 
drug use among our young people. 

"It is so important that children 
learn to make good decisions about al
cohol and drug use. For them to 'just 
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say no' isn't always an easy thing to 
do. And that's why the 'Lifestyle 
Choices' exhibit is a vital part of the 
learning process." 

Following her remarks Mrs. Reagan, 
who serves as honorary chairman of 
the new drug abuse prevention project, 
hung a plaque that reads "In the spirit 
of substance abuse prevention, I dedi
cate this exhibit to all those whose lives 
have been hurt by drugs." 

The dedication ceremony, which for
mally opened "Lifestyle Choices" and 
honored Mrs. Reagan for her efforts in 
drug abuse prevention, was presided 
over by Mr. Langness and attended by 
a host of the country's most well
known fIgures in the war on drugs. 

After praising Mrs. Reagan's anti
drug campaign, Mr. Bennett said, "I 
have been in this job (as head of the 
government's anti-drug operations) for 
three months, and the clearest and 
most important signal we can send in 
this issue of illegal drugs is to stand up 
and say loudly and clearly that drugs 
are wrong." 

"Lifestyle Choices" will be seen by 
an estimated fIve million visitors a 
year, about half of them school child
ren, and has been incorporated into the 
Los Angeles Unified School District's 
and Los Angeles Police Department's 
DARE (Drug Abuse Resistance Educa
tion) curriculum. 

Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl 
Gates, other DARE program offIcials, 
the leaders of many of California's 
largest hospital drug treatment centers, 
some 400 business and community 
leaders, and many media represen
tatives were among those who attended 
the event. 

Immediately after the dedication 
Mr. Langness, joined by ARCO chair
man and chief executive officer Lod
wrick M. Cook; National Health 
Foundation board chairman Dickinson 

Ross, and a visiting group of school 
children from Los Angeles, escorted 
Mrs. Reagan on a tour through the ex
hibit. 

"This exhibit is very important," the 
former First Lady said, "because it has 
already reached and will continue to 
reach thousands of teen-agers with a 
strong message about the dangers of 
drug abuse." 

"I want to thank Mrs. Reagan for 
her support," Mr. Langness told the 
assembled guests, "because her initial 
involvement, when she was still in 
Washington, and her efforts here to
day mean visibility for 'Lifestyle 
Choices'-and visibility means more 
kids will visit this important exhibit." 

Designed by a consortium of health 
professionals, education and preven
tion specialists, museum curators, the 
Boston exhibit design fIrm of Wetzel 
and Associates, and a specially formed 
national task force of substance abuse 
experts, "Lifestyle Choices" is con
structed to develop and hone decision
making skills in young people from 
ages eight through 18. 

"The decision to experiment with 
drugs, alcohol or tobacco is potentially 
the most long-lasting and devastating 
lifestyle choice a young person can 
make," said Mr. Langness, "so the 
message here is 'choose not to use.' 

"This was a labor of love for me," 
he continued, "in which I tried to com
bine the two Baha'i ideals of freedom 
from addictive substances and a com
mitment to telling the truth. 

"I wanted 'Lifestyle Choices' to be 
straightforward, factual and devoid of 
scare tactics. If we tell kids 'drugs will 
kill you,' and their friends demonstrate 
to them that this isn't always true, they 
won't believe anything we say. 

"So this exhibit, in the spirit of the 
Baha'i principle of independent in
vestigation of truth, says, 'here are the 



Former First Lady Nancy Reagan is 
congratulated by Los Angeles Chief of 
Police Daryl Gates during the dedica
tion ceremony June 7 of 'Lifestyle 
Choices,' an anti-drug exhibit for 

facts-make up your own mind.' " 
The "Lifestyle Choices" exhibit is 

the second phase in a plan to take drug 
abuse prevention services to each large 
urban area in the country. 

Beginning with the opening of gen
eral health and nutrition exhibits at the 
museum during the 1984 summer 
Olympics in Los Angeles, the first 
phase of the project, called "Health 
for Life," won the President's Private 
Sector Initiative Award in 1985 and has 
been termed the country's finest gen-

children ages 8-18 at the California 
Museum of Science and Industry in 
Los Angeles. David Langness (stand
ing at right), a Baha'i from Los An
geles who conceived the idea for the ex-

eral health exhibit. 

The third phase, now in the planning 
stages, will include a mobile version of 
"Lifestyle Choices" capable of visiting 
cities and towns across America. 

Besides his work with the non-profit 
National Health Foundation and his 
work on the "Lifestyle Choices" ex
hibit, Mr. Langness serves as president 
of the board of directors of the Los 
Angeles Homeless Health Care Pro
ject, is chairman of the American 

hibit, chats with federal drug czar Wil
liam Bennett while ARCO chief ex
ecutive Lod Cook (left) and Dickinson 
Ross (seated at right), chairman of the 
National Health Foundation, look on. 

Heart Association's Public Policy 
Committee, and is a member of the ex
ecutive committee of the Coalition for 
a Healthy California. 

He has also been involved with sev
eral social and economic development 
projects, most notably as the founder 
of Project HELP (Hospital Emergency 
Airlift, Philippines) in 1987 and as a 
participant in an ongoing effort to 
build an internationally-supported hos
pital for civilian wounded in EI Salva
dor. 
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Essay 

Glosa: a language for the world? 

Language is a fascinating topic, and 
equally intriguing is the quest for an in
ternational language referred to so 
many times by Baha'u'll8h in His Writ
ings as one of the principles for the fu
ture Baha'i Commonwealth. 

For those with the motivation and 
the time to spare, a study of The Loom 
oj Language by Frederick Bodmer (ed
ited and arranged by Prof. Lancelot 
Hogben), first published in 1944, 
would be of great interest. As it says on 
the cover of the most recent paperback 
edition: 

"This is a richly rewarding treasure
chest of a book to be read and re-read, 
dipped into again and again and kept 
as company for a lifetime. " 

However, Baha'is, being the 
extremely busy people they are, with 
clearly defined goals, might well turn 
to the last two chapters-"Pioneers of 
Language Planning" and "Language 
Planning for a New Order"-which re
cord the history of constructed lan
guages over the last 300 years, and, 
fmally, as a result of the many lessons 
learned over the years, enumerate the 
necessary requirements for 

"a common medium for people who 
speak (so many) mutually unintelligible 
tongues . . . a world-or at least fed
erations of what were once sovereign 
states-where people of different 
speech communities would be bi-lin
gual. Everyone would still grow up to 
speak one or other of the existing na
tional languages, but everyone would 
also acquire a single auxiliary for 
supra-national communication. " (p. 
481) 

This is even more important today 
than when the book was written since 

This article, "Glosa: A Language 
jor the World?" was writtenjor Baha'i 
News by Evelyn C. Jerrard, a Baha'{ 
who lives in Sevenoaks, Kent, England. 

4 August 1989/Baha'i News 

• . • sadly, many people are un
able to share their information 
because of the barrier of thous
ands of competing languages, of 
which even the simplest is dif
ficult to learn. The Global Vil
lage requires a Global Lan
guage! 

modem technology has given everyone 
in the world the means to communi
cate, to speak with and see any other 
individual anywhere; yet sadly, many 
people are unable to share their infor
mation because of the barrier of thous
ands of competing languages, of which 
even the simplest is difficult to learn. 
The Global Village requires a Global 
Language! 

If anyone today were asked to name 
a constructed language, they would im
mediately answer (if they knew one at 
all) "Esperanto," which was invented 
by Dr. Ludwig Zamenhof in Poland 
and which celebrated its centenary in 
1987. Esperanto is, in fact, only one of 
several hundred languages constructed 
during the years from the latter half of 
the 17th century following the decline 
of Latin as a medium of scholarship. 

One cannot elaborate here on all the 
fascinating experiments of those inter
vening years, so fully described in Mr. 
Bodmer's book. The immediate pre
cursor of Esperanto was Volapuk 
(1880), the first constructed language 
which human beings actually spoke, 
wrote and printed. It had many draw
backs, and its success was short-lived, 
to be followed by Esperanto in 1887. 

According to Mr. Bodmer's book, 
Esperanto, although based on the de
sire to "reconcile racial antagonisms 
by getting people to adopt a neutral 
medium of common understanding," 

has several defects, "the most glaring 
of which (is) that it is not consistently 
international." The unfamiliar aspect 
of the five accented consonants is also 
criticized. It is indeed easier to learn, 
however, at least in its initial stages, 
than any of the natural languages, and 
has a considerable and devoted follow
ing of some millions all over the world 
including China, which, with several 
other countries, broadcasts in Esper
anto. 

The book offers a list of require
ments deemed necessary for a con
structed international language, paying 
due regard to the criticisms of all the 
efforts that have gone before: 

1. It would be an isolating language 
(that is, the word would be an unalter
able unit). Its rules of grammar would 
be rules of word-order, and as uniform 
and as few as possible. 

2. It would be essentially a language 
with Latin-Greek word-material, so 
chosen that the beginner could asso
ciate items of the basic word-list with 
syllables of internationally current 
words. 

3. It would have word-economyat 
least as great as that of basic English. 

4. It would have regular spelling, 
without accents which reduce the speed 
of writing and add to the cost of print
ing. 

"A language purged of irregular 
spelling, irregular and irrelevant gram
mar, unusual word collocations (i.e., 
idioms), and redundant word-forms, 
would take its place unobtrusively in a 
program of general elementary instruc
tion in semantics and etymology. 
Learning it would be learning to asso
ciate roots common to different words 
and to gain facility in the art of defini
tion. Proficiency would thus come with 
little effort in a small fraction of the 
time now devoted to the teaching of 
foreign languages." (pp. 509-10) 



So much for the conclusions of the 
book. As Baha'is, we know that the in
ternational auxiliary language will be 
chosen by a Council of all countries 
Hand must contain words from differ
ent languages. It will be governed by 
the simplest rules and there will be no 
exceptions; neither will there be gen
der, nor extra and silent letters. Every
thing indicated will have but one name. 
In Arabic there are hundreds of names 
for the camel! In the schools of each 
nation the mother tongue will be 
taught, as well as the revised Universal 
Language . .. ('Abdu'I-Bahd in London, 
p.95) 

So we know that whichever language 
is chosen, it will need to be revised by 
the Council of experts. It would seem 
that if there were a language in exis
tence that conformed as nearly as pos
sible both to 'Abdu'l-Baha's state
ments and the conclusions drawn in 
The Loom of Language, the simpler 
would be the task of the Council when 
the time came to work out a universal 
language. I should now like to tell you 
about what I think is such a language. 

Prof. Lancelot Hogben has already 
been mentioned as the editor and ar
ranger of The Loom of Language. He 
was a biologist and linguist, and had 
already come to the conclusion, as he 
later stated in The Vocabulary of Sci
ence (published in 1970), that 

"The world-wide vocabulary of 
Western Science is the nearest thing to 
the lexicon of a truly global auxiliary 
language that mankind has yet achiev
ed. It derives its stock-in-trade almost 
exclusively from two dead lan
guages (Latin and Greek) . . ." 

In 1943 he published Interglossa 
(pelican Books) which attempted to 
provide a framework that could make 
use of this global "lexicon." Owing to 
the fact that it was wartime, and for 
other reasons, the book made little im
pact at the time. In 1978, Ronald Clark 
and Wendy Ashby, the present authors, 
who had long since seen the potential 
of Interglossa, received Prof. Hog
ben's approval to take on the task of its 
propagation. Prof. Hogben died soon 
afterward, and after much translation 
into Interglossa, it was felt advisable to 
introduce a few minor alterations, and 
as Prof. Hogben was no longer avail
able to approve the changes, it was 
thought proper to change the name to 
Glosa, thus stressing the fact that dou-

ble letters are unnecessary (Glossa is 
Greek for "tongue, language"). 

Glosa seems to conform Quite closely 
to the principles laid down by 'Abdu'l
Baha and to the conclusions reached in 
The Loom of Language. It is an iso
lating language, it practices word econ
omy, the words are brief, there is reg
ular spelling. It is therefore governed 
by tQe simplest of rules with no excep
tions. There is no gender, nor any extra 
or silent letters; each word in Glosa 
stands for only one concept, and any 
word can act as any part of speech. 
Always the context provides the precise 
meaning. As with all good translation, 
it is the meaning rather than the indi
vidual words that is translated. 

Glosa has two vocabularies: a Cen
tral Vocabulary of only 1,000 words, 
carefully chosen from the already long
established International Scientific Vo
cabulary, and so generally useful that 
any kind of intelligent conversation 
can be carried on by means of them; 
and, for those who prefer a larger vo
cabulary, Mega-Glosa, which is enor
mous, certainly larger than English. In 
the course of its evolution as an inter
national language, Glosa has recently 
adopted phonetic spelling which, it is 
felt, will simplify it for many people. 

As for pronunciation, the rules are 
as follows: 

Vowels are pronounced as in 
"fAther," "hEy," "machIne," 
"mOre" and "lUnar." 

A Glosa C is always pronounced like 
"ch" in "CHurCH." A hard C is al
ways represented by K. The Greek CH 
(as in "CHaracter") is pronounced 
(and spelled) as K. 

G is always hard, as in "Gland." 
Greek PH as in "PHilosoPHy" is pro
nounced (and spelled) as F. TH as in 
"THeatre" is pronounced (and spell
ed) as T, while J is pronounced like the 
Y in "Yes." 

R should always be pronounced, and 
preferably trilled. An initial X is pro
nounced like Z. 

Every letter is pronounced, i.e. 
"HABE-hahbay." The accent is 
gently on the vowel before the last con
sonant. There are no double letters in 
Glosa; it makes no difference to the 
pronunciation. 

Here are a few internationally 
known words of which the Glosa con
tent is in capital letters: 
PERI-SKOPE (literally means 

"around-look' ') 
KARDlo-GRAPH (heart-write) 
PLUTO-KRA TIc (wealth(y)-govern) 
INTER-NATIOnal (between-nations) 
GEO-GRAPHy (earth-write) 
TELE-PHONE (far-sound) 
AUTO-BIO-GRAPHy (self-life-write) 

The mechanics of Glosa are simple, 
as there are no genders or inflection. 
Instead of an inflection, a functional 
word is used, in the same way as Eng
lish uses "shall" and "did" to form 
the future or past tense of a verb. 

FU forms the FUture tense in Glosa 
and P A the PAst tense. For example, 
MI SKOPE (I look); MI PA SKOPE (I 
did look; I looked); MI FU SKOPE (I 
shall look). 

The plural is formed by the word 
PLU. "The" or "a" is U(N). A bird in 
Glosa is A VI, as in AVIary (a place for 
birds) and AVIation (flying like a 
bird). So, UN A VI (the bird); PLU 
A VI (the birds). 

Twenty functional words from 
Glosa 1000 do all the work of the 
grammars of the older languages: P A, 
FU, NU and DU are four of these 20 
words, NU meaning "now" and DU 
(DUration) being used for constructing 
continuous tenses. For example: 

MI NU AKTI ID (I am doing it); MI 
FU AKTI ID (I shall be doing it); MI 
PA AKTI ID (I was doing it); MI NU
P A AKTI ID (I have just done it); MI 
NU-FU AKTI ID (I am just going to 
do it). 

Here are a few sentences as examples 
to give you the flavor of Glosa: 

Mi grafo poesi (I write poetry). 
Mi sporta tenis (I play tennis). 
Mi amo skope televisio (I like watch

ing television). 
Mi lekto e grafo (I read and write). 
Mi pa akusti u radio (I listened to the 

radio). 
Mi patri ne sporta tenis (My father 

doesn't play tennis). 
An es minus ergo (He is unemploy

ed). 
Mi patri-matri soni u piano (My 

grandmother plays the piano). 
Mi fratri eko in Paris (My brother 

lives in Paris). 
An es u medika-pe (He is a doctor). 
Tu sorori eko extra Paris (Your sis

ter lives outside Paris). 
Fe nima es Margreta (Her name is 

Margaret). 
Mi habe deka anua (I am 10 years 
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old). 
Place lekto mi bibli (Please read my 

book). 
Gratia de tu grama (Thanks for your 

letter). 
Glosa is ideal as a first language and 

could easily be taught at a primary 
level as a means of extending the native 
and other European languages, and for 
helping students understand, enjoy 
and, therefore, easily memorize scien
tific terminology. Because of the ab
sence of the old type of grammar, with 
its multitude of irregularities, Glosa is 
ideal for computerization. 

Glosa is not an end in itself; it is a 
means to an end-to help rid the world 
of ignorance and poverty. Through the 
system of satellites, a two-way infor
mation exchange can now be applied to 
any part of the earth. The 1,000 words 
of Central Glosa can cope easily with 
any kind of information. Given the in
centive, any Third World artisan can 
memorize 1,000 picturable words, and 
the incentive is to be able to receive and 
understand the excellent appropriate 
technology information now so abun
dantly available from the industrialized 
nations-to receive it directly without 
having to have it translated first into 
the local dialect. 

For English-speaking students, one 
of the latest editions of Roget's The
saurus is quite useful. There are about 
1,000 categories, corresponding to 
about 500 positive ones, since any cat
egory is usually accompanied by its op
posite. In Glosa the opposite is formed 
by prepositing "no_"; so the Glosa 
word for pleasure, "hedo," is bal
anced by its opposite, displeasure, or 
"no-hedo. " 

At the end of 1987 the Glosa Educa
tion Organization (GEO) was estab
lished as a registered charity. Its aims 
are to: 

• Publicize the language. 
• Provide information about Glosa 

among the pUblic, students and educa
tionalists worldwide. 

• Encourage the teaching of Glosa in 
educational establishments. 

When funds allow, a GEO Journal 
will be published called EDUKA
GLOSA. It will emphasize that apart 
from being an international auxiliary 
language, Glosa makes a valuable con
tribution in promoting the understand
ing of international scientific termi
nology and in the speedy acquisition of 
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the Latin and Greek vocabularies. 
For Baha'is, the aims of Glosa can 

be viewed with sympathy and under
standing, since they accord closely with 
Baha'u'lhih's vision of the new World 
Order, the foundations of which we are 
trying so hard to erect at the moment. 
So I will end this brief overview with 
two translations from the Baha'i Writ
ings into Glosa: 

HThe day is approaching when a/l 
the peoples of the world will have 
adopted one universal language and 
one common script. When this is 
achieved, to whatsoever city a man 
may journey, it shall be as if he were 
entering his own home." (Tablets of 
Baha'u'llah, p. 166) 

"u di ki proxi, kron panto demo de 

Papua New Guinea 

Fifteen young Baha'Is ages 9-15 gath
ered April 1-2 at the Baha'i Center in 
Rabaul, Papua New Guinea, for a 
deepening program sponsored by the 
Baha'i Child Education Committee. 
Participants made teaching posters and 
enjoyed a variety of sports, music, 

On March 23, the Prime Minister of 
Papua New Guinea, Rabbie Namaliu, 
received a three-member delegation of 
Baha'is who presented him a copy of 
"The Promise of World Peace" and 
material about the persecution of Ba
ha'is in Iran. 

munda fu adopta mo universa lingua e 
mo komuni grafo. Kron u-ci gene akti, 
ad ali mega urba un andro posi viagia, 
id fu es komo si an ki ad-in auto-Io." 

HI bear witness, 0 my God, that 
Thou hast created me to know Thee 
and to worship Thee. I testify, at this 
moment, to my powerlessness and to 
Thy might, to my poverty and to Thy 
wealth. There is none other God but 
Thee, the Help in Peril, the Self-Sub
sisting. " (Short obligatory prayer) 

"Mi testifi, 0 mi Teo, que Tu pa 
krea mi te ski Tu, e te adora Tu. Mi 
testifi, u-ci momenta, de mi no-dina, e 
de Tu mega dina, de mi pove e de Tu 
pluto. Il es nuli hetero Teo, un Auxi 
tern Perilo, un Auto-krea." 

videos and fellOWShip. Lessons were 
held on teaching the Faith, living a Ba
ha'i life, and learning prayers. Dis
cussions were held that enabled those 
present to learn how others had reach
ed the important decision to become 
Baha'ls. 

After a cordial discussion about the 
principles of the Faith, Mr. Namaliu 
graciously thanked the Baha'is. 

A newspaper article and photograph 
appeared on March 27 and 31 in the 
Niugini News, while National Radio 
also carried news of the presentation. 



United States 

School strengthens bonds of friendship 

Friendship among all the people of 
the world is the common concern of 
Baha'is and the School for Interna
tional Training (SIT) in Brattleboro, 
Vermont. 

Another common theme is world 
peace through international coopera
tion, and through unity in diversity. 

The School has successfully served 
hundreds of Baha'is by giving them the 
practical skills to carry out their relig
ious goals. 

"Our highest aspiration is for a 
more peaceful world, achieved through 
improved intercultural understanding, 
environmental and population balance 
and economic and social develop
ment," says the mission statement of 
The Experiment in International Liv
ing. 

Its academic arm, the School for In
ternational Training, has become a 
natural training and degree center for 
Baha'is. 

While dedicating their lives to social 
change, Baha'is have found a common 
bond with SIT, which offers degree
earning programs in international ad
ministration, world issues, and lan
guage teaching. 

"The Experiment's purpose," says 
Peter Hayward, a Baha'i who runs the 
Professional Development Resource 
Center at The Experiment's School, 
"is to educate people toward global 
understanding, whether through ex
change, development, training, or in 
academic programs. 

"For Baha'is," he says, "attending 
SIT is a natural progression-you have 
the international community aspect, 
and a shared philosophy which is 
bringing about understanding and 
peaceful coexistence among people. 

"It's a place where you can get the 
international training and skills you 
need to work successfully in developing 
countries. " 

The wide cultural and ethnic diversity 
oj its students is seen in this photo
graph of some oj those attending the 
School for International Training (SIT) 

SIT prepares students at the un
dergraduate and graduate levels for in
ternational careers in management, 
teaching, and dealing with contem
porary world issues. 

Graduates work abroad or with 
multi-cultural populations in the U.S. 
and hold responsible positions world
wide with major international develop
ment and service organizations, educa
tional institutions, community service 
agencies and international corpora
tions in law, business, and health care. 

For those attending two-year col
leges who may wish to transfer in their 
junior year, SIT offers the World Is
sues Program, a two-year, upper-level 
undergraduate degree program that 

,: • • 
.~ • • • 

in Brattleboro, Vermont. Many Ba
M'is have attended the School, whose 
goals inClude world peace through bet
ter understanding. 

features a seven-month internship in 
another culture. 

After junior year classroom work 
covering the environment, Third 
World concerns, social development 
and global peace studies, students are 
required to go into the field and apply 
in an international internship the 
theory they've learned. 

The World Studies Program, a four
year collaborative undergraduate pro
gram offered by the School in coopera
tion with nearby Marlboro College, is 
another option. It focuses on interna
tional studies and includes a six- to 
eight-month internship in another cul
ture. 
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Opinion 

Baha'is must act to protect environment 

In its Riclvan message this year, the 
Universal House of Justice says that 
"assisting in endeavors to conserve the 
environment in ways which blend with 
the rhythm of life of our community 
must assume more importance in Ba
ha'i activities." To better understand 
how we can blend conservation into the 
rhythm of our community life, it 
would be useful to explore some of the 
many insights the Baha'i Faith has to 
offer on the topic of environment. 

It is important for Baha'is to expand 
the vision of environmental activists so 
they can recognize the full dimensions 
of the environmental problem. Some
times people who are deeply concerned 
about disasters in the environment de
velop a kind of "tunnel vision" which 
keeps them from seeing the interrelat
edness of the environment to other so
cial and spiritual problems. These peo
ple see only one sympton of mankind's 
sickness and try to treat it as a disease 
in itself; they want a simple and imme
diate solution. Such an approach is 
reminiscent of the boy who stuck his 
finger in the dike to plug the hole and 
thus saved the community. The prob
lem today is that the dike has many, 
many leaks, and it wastes time and en
ergy to try to plug the holes on a dike 
that cannot be repaired. Social prob
lems are not simple; they are complex 
and interrelated. 

Baha'is believe that the application 
of spiritual principles will solve every 
social problem including the problem 
of man's mistreatment of the earth. 
This does not mean that Baha'is should 
only sit and pray for the environment 
and hope that things will get better. 
What is first required is that Baha'is 
have a deep understanding of the root 

This brief essay concerning BaM Y 
views on the environment was written 
for Bahti '( News by Eileen Tyson, a Ba
MYfrom Rahway, New Jersey. 
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causes of environmental problems. At 
the most essential level, the environ
ment will improve when we eliminate 
poverty, ignorance, disunity, material
ism and sexual inequality, to name but 
a few of the illnesses afflicting man
kind today. The second requirement is 
for Baha'is to transform this under
standing into effective action. 

Environmental protection requires 
unity. Baha'u'llah wrote, "The well
being of mankind, its peace and secu
rity, are unattainable unless and until 
its unity is firmly established. " As en
vironmental groups courageously 
speak out against the dumping of toxic 
wastes and other harmful materials in 
the environment, companies motivated 
only by profits have found a callous, 
ingenious new way to solve the prob
lem of wastes: dumping in the Third 
World countries. Thus, companies 
comply with the law but do not solve 
the problem; rather, the spreading of 
these deadly wastes to a new part of the 
world compounds the damage to the 
environment. In like manner, the 
adoption of stringent environmental 
laws in one country now increasingly 
causes companies to simply move their 
polluting industries elsewhere. Des
perate for employment and foreign 
currency, many governments will turn 
a blind eye to the harm such industries 
will cause. 

Most environmentalists recognize 
that pollution is an international prob
lem. Contaminated rivers pose a water 
source problem for many countries, 
and air pollution respects no national 
boundaries. A unified, universal solu
tion is imperative. First of all, world 
unity in thought is necessary to begin 
to formulate and enforce laws that will 
help to eliminate the problem. Without 
a world government we have our pres
ent status quo: a world body that pass
es resolutions but cannot enforce them 

while the environment continues to de
teriorate. A universal recognition of 
the dignity and worth of all people, not 
only those who live in the privileged 
West, will reveal the moral bankruptcy 
of those who do not wish to soil their 
own environment but have no qualms 
about polluting the lands of Third 
World peoples. 

Baha'u'llAh says that the present 
order is "lamentably defective." We 
see evidence of this in the destruction 
of the environment by people in the 
underdeveloped countries who are 
forced by the unfair distribution of 
wealth to ravage the land they live on 
in order to survive. Destruction of the 
environment comes as well from igno
rance of basic scientific principles of 
farming and land use. If we want to 
improve the environment, we must ad
dress the question of the disparity be
tween rich and poor, and we must be 
involved in programs of universal lit
eracy and education. 

People can protect the environment 
by working to establish the equality of 
the sexes. 'Abdu'l-Baha says that, un
like the past, this age will be a time im
bued with more feminine qualities. The 
qualities of nurturing and protecting 
have not been valued by the decision
makers of society in the past. Should it 
be any surprise that we are now faced 
with the consequences? Yet as women 
become more educated and are ac
cepted as equal partners, their voices 
will be heard in society, and the pri
ority women give to nurturance will in
fluence decisions regarding care of the 
earth. 

Materialism and greed are the pri
mary causes of environmental destruc
tion. The Universal House of Justice 
tells us that "the working of the ma
terial world is merely a reflection of 
spiritual conditions and until the spir
itual conditions can be changed there 



can be no lasting change for the better 
in material affairs." The grey, fouled 
rivers, the withering forests, and the 
fetid, choking air bear horrifying, 
striking witness to the reality of these 
words. 

Once Baha'IS have a clear under
standing that materialism, inequality 
of the sexes, ignorance, disunity and 
economic injustice are among the root 
causes of the degradation of the en
vironment we can proceed confidently 
with the task of blending concern for 
the environment into the rhythm of our 
community life. 

The experience of Baha'i social and 
economic development, with its em
phasis on the application of spiritual 
principles to material problems, can 
serve as a model for our involvement in 
environmental issues. In Baha'i devel
opment we are concerned with using 
methods that will increase human dig
nity, not demean it. These methods, of 
course, are to be found in spiritual 
principles such as purity of motive, 
consultation by all members of the 
community regardless of sex, educa
tion or economic standing, and unified 
action. Baha'i development takes place 
at the grassroots level; it is not imposed 
from above. Thus when people are able 
to define problems for themselves, 
consult on them and take unified ac
tion, it will result in (I) a deeper com
mitment to the problem being address
ed; (2) material well-being (the material 
goal of the effort, such as the digging 
of a well, literacy, or the clearing of a 
piece of land); and (3) greater unity 
among members of the community. 
This last result is by far the most im
portant of the three, for when a com
munity uses spiritual principles, and is 
united, there is no problem it cannot 
overcome. 

Baha'i development plans are now 
being carried out worldwide as part of 
the organic growth of our communi
ties. Although the projects may at pres
ent be small, they are nonetheless im
portant, for they give us practice in us
ing the tools and guiding principles 
that can change society. Baha'i com
munities can use the same tools-the 
institutions of the local Spiritual As
sembly and the Nineteen Day Feast, 
and their ability to consult and work 
together-to help preserve the environ
ment. 

Thus Baha'is can plan projects to 

help the environment that will be of 
immediate and practical value while 
demonstrating the value of using spir
itual principles to solve material prob
lems. For example, Baha'is can take 
part in or initiate recycling drives, as 
this will have a good effect on the en
vironment, but if we do it according to 
guidelines for Baha'i development, the 
activity will have far greater impact 
than the mere recycling of several tons 
of glass, aluminum or paper. We will 
be showing the world how to effect 
social change using spiritual principles. 
If our tree-planting projects are carried 
out in a spirit of consultation among 
equals, with purity of motive and 
unified action at the grassroots level, 
we are planting far more than trees
we are sowing the seeds of a new 
understanding of what will truly heal 
the ills of mankind. 

Every Baha'i can search within him-

self to identify habits of overconsump
tion and materialism in his own life. 
Curbing our own excesses will not only 
benefit us spiritually, but will have an 
effect on the distribution of resources 
in a world where one-fifth of the pe0-

ple are hungry all the time. Deepening 
classes, summer schools and Baha'i 
children's classes can help raise our 
awareness of the environmental crisis 
and help us to see the problem in both 
its spiritual and material dimensions. 

Nature is a reflection of the glory 
and splendor of God. Unfortunately, 
under our stewardship nature has be
come a grotesque reflection of man
kind's spiritual relationship with the 
One Who created it and then placed it 
in our keeping. It is our challenge, as 
Baha'is, to revitalize the spiritual life 
of all mankind so that our material 
world can live and flourish.-Eileen 
Tyson 
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United Nations 

Environmental issues high on agenda 

Twenty-one years ago, Malta's chief 
delegate to the UN proclaimed the re
sources of the seabed to be the "com
mon heritage of mankind," setting in 
motion the events that led to the Law 
of the Sea treaty. Now, at the initiative 
of Malta once again, the General As
sembly is being asked to proclaim the 
earth's climate too as part of that 
"common heritage." In making the 
proposal at the most recent General 
Assembly session, Maltese Ambassa
dor Alexander Borg Olivier called for a 
major UN study of threats to climatic 
stability, which would lead to a global 
strategy for dealing with climatic 
change. The result could very well be a 
Law of the Air. 

A coordinated inquiry into climatic 
change appeals strongly to Assembly 
delegates. And although the idea of ap
plying the "common heritage" concept 
to the winds, the rain, the sunshine, 
and the seasons has raised questions 
among Western delegates, they voted 
with the rest of the General Assembly 
to take up Malta's proposal. 

Borg Olivier's timing was obviously 
right. During the Assembly's general 
debate, minister after minister express
ed deep concern about the increase in 
greenhouse gases, global warming, ris
ing seas, and damage to the ozone 
layer. Proposals for urgent UN action 
have come from allover the world. 
Secretary-General Perez de Cuellar has 
called for an international agreement 
to coordinate government policies that 
have an impact on the climate. Canada 
offered to host an international con-

This article on the United Nations 
and the environment was written by 
Jane Rosen, UN correspondent for the 
Manchester Guardian, and is reprinted 
from the fall 1988 issue (Vol. 14, No. 
4) of the inter dependent, a publication 
of the United Nations Association of 
the U.S. 
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Secretary-General Perez de Cue
Uar has called for an interna
tional agreement to coordinate 
government policies that have an 
impact on the climate. Canada 
offered to host an international 
conference that would address 
laws to protect the atmosphere. 

ference that would address laws for the 
protection of the atmosphere. Cyprus 
proposed a special session of the Gen
eral Assembly on the environment. 
Britain declared that the UN must not 
leave a problem of this magnitude to 
technical bodies but must conduct a 
serious debate on it. The Soviets called 
for three UN emergency meetings on 
different levels and for the establish
ment of a UN Environment Council 
"capable of taking effective decisions 
to ensure ecological security." Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnad
ze also suggested that Soviet-American 
cooperation was especially important 
in this field, recalling the moral of the 
fable about the two elephants: 
Whether they make war or love, it is 
the grass that suffers. 

This explosion of demands for UN 
action on the climate is new, but the 
issue has been on the General Assem
bly's agenda for many years. The first 
UN Conference on the Environment 
took place in 1972, giving birth to the 
UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 
Since then, while UNEP has drawn 
criticism for not doing enough, govern
ments have been stingy in their con
tributions to it. Despite this, UNEP 
has several achievements to its credit. 

The most significant of these is the 
Montreal Protocol, scheduled to come 
into force on January 1, 1989, which 
requires a 50 percent cut in the pro-

duction of chlorofluorocarbons 
(CFCs) within the next decade. CFCs, 
commonly used in refrigerants, plastic 
foam, and many aerosol sprays, de
stroy the ozone that protects the earth 
from lethal radiation. However, the 
ink had hardly dried on the agreement 
before there was new scientific infor
mation to indicate that the protocol, 
dramatic as it is, does not go far 
enough. To prevent further ozone de
pletion, CFCs must be cut by 75-80 
percent. 

UNEP, together with the World 
Meteorological Organization and the 
International Council of Scientific 
Unions, has also been studying the 
phenomenon of global warming with a 
view to providing governments with an 
authoritative assessment of the serious
ness of the threat and the kind of ac
tion it requires. 

Many other groups, national as well 
as international, have been studying 
the causes and consequences of cli
matic changes. The Brundtland Com
mission, headed by the Prime Minister 
of Norway, drafted a vast report on 
"sustainable" economic growth, 
meaning growth that does not degrade 
the environment or injure the climate. 
The UN Food and Agriculture Organi
zation (F AO) is monitoring food sup
plies affected by climatic instability. 
The British Antarctic Survey identified 
damage to the ozone layer; the U.S. 
Department of Energy has done vital 
research on carbon dioxide; the Rus
sians, Canadians and Americans have 
programs on the dynamics of Arctic 
ice. Universities, scientific institutes 
and other organizations allover the 
world are investigating different as
pects of climatic change. 

Under Malta's proposal to the Gen
eral Assembly, the first step would be 
to coordinate all the findings of all 
these groups. "The Secretary-General 



should establish an inter-agency mech
anism," Borg Olivier says, "to give us 
a report on what has already been 
done, what information is available, 
what are the areas in which action is 
possible, and what kind of strategies 
should be adopted in order to save the 
world's climate." 

Borg Olivier expects that once the in
formation is available, political leaders 
would begin to frame "a global re
sponse, a global ethic. Obviously," he 
says, "no one country has the right to 
alter the climate in ways that could be 
detrimental to others." While Western 
delegates agree, they anticipate a battle 
over Borg Olivier's insistence that cli
mate is "the common heritage of man
kind." 

Britain's Ambassador, Sir Crispin 
Tickell, is an expert on climate and the 
author of the highly praised book, Cli
matic Change and World Affairs. "We 
certainly don't regard climate as a 
common heritage," he says. "It's not a 
resource like seabed minerals. More
over, the use of that phrase raises 
hackles all over the place because of 
the way in which it was used during the 
Law of the Sea negotiations." Many of 
the industrialized countries feel that 
the non-aligned majority used "com
mon heritage" as a weapon to restrict 
legitimate national activities having to 
do with the seabed and to extract con
cessions. "'Common heritage' is a 
non-aligned war-cry," said an Ameri
can diplomat. 

But Borg Olivier doesn't see it that 
way. Malta has "a very strong senti
mental attachment to the concept of 
common heritage and a sincere interest 
in expanding it," he notes. "As far as 
climate is concerned, 'common heri
tage' means it must be managed for the 
benefit of all mankind." 

To that end, some delegates are al
ready talking about an international 
treaty to prevent global warming along 
the lines of the Montreal Protocol on 
ozone depletion. Such a treaty might 
provide for a 10 percent reduction in 
consumption of fossil fuels by the year 
2000 or 2010. Since the developing 
countries could not afford either to re
duce their energy consumption or to 
switch to cleaner technologies, the in
dustrialized countries would be ex
pected to provide the necessary aid. 

Further down the road many scien-

tists foresee an international law to 
prohibit or restrict all actions that 
change global, regional or local cli
mate. Besides the use of fossil fuels and 
other industrial pollutants, the ban 
would apply to the permanent diver
sion of major rivers, construction of 

far-reaching irrigation systems, defor
estation of large areas, destruction of 
top soil, oil-drilling in certain areas, 
and perhaps even the construction of 
large cities. The activities of virtually 
every country in the world would be af
fected. 
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The world 

Donation aids New Era Foundation 

The New Era Foundation for Inter
national Development has received a 
generous donation of land and prop
erty in Stamford, Connecticut. 

The donation has not only given the 
Foundation a major asset for its bal
ance sheet, but will serve as its future 
administrative headquarters. 

The New Era Foundation, which 
was formed by the U.S. National Spir
itual Assembly in response to the Six 
Year Plan's emphasis on social and 
economic development, has already 
funded projects in such diverse areas as 
Bolivia, Brazil, India, the Philippines 
and on American Indian Reservations. 

While the Foundation will be seeking 
its principal funding from other char
itable institutions, Baha'is can help in 
its growth by becoming member sup
porters for a moderate membership fee 
of $9, thereby helping to expand its 
membership base. 

The Foundation's address is 866 
United Nations Plaza, Suite 120, New 
York, NY 10017 (212-752-5738). 

Uganda 

Lauretta King (standing second from 
right), a Counsellor member of the In
ternational Teaching Centre, is shown 
with some of the Baha'is of Kampala, 
Uganda, at the Baha'i National Center 
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a recent are 
members of the Board of Directors of 
the New Era Foundation. Seated (left 
to right) are Alfred K. Neumann, Far
hang Javid, Mildred Mottahedeh and 

• 

next to the House of Worship in Kam
pala. During her two-week visit to 
Uganda, the Counsellor met with the 
National Spiritual Assembly and mem
bers of the Auxiliary Board. 

eazam. Also on the Board, but not 
present when this photograph was 
taken, are Richard D. Betts, William 
Smith and Roy Mottahedeh. 

Trinidad/Tobago 
On May 21, the National Chinese 

Teaching Committee of Trinidad and 
Tobago held its first National Chinese 
Teaching Conference. 

Topics discussed included becoming 
familiar with the Chinese culture, be
coming closer to the Chinese people in 
our communities, and understanding 
general cultural differences that exist 
between eastern and western societies. 

Workshops were held on use of the 
media in reaching the Chinese popula
tion, teaching methods, and the proper 
use of teaching materials. 

It was recommended that more Chi
nese traveling teachers be requested, 
and that Baha'is reach out to the Chi
nese population of students at the Uni
versity of the West Indies. 



Cameroon 

During "Youth Week" last Febru
ary at the Higher Teachers Training 
College in Yaounde, Cameroon, the 
Baha'i University Club held a round
table conference on "The Role of 
Youth in a World in Search of Peace." 

This is the second year in which the 
Baha'i Club has sponsored such a con
ference as a public forum for consulta
tion on an issue related to youth. Last 

Guinea Bissau/Macau 
Two more National Spiritual Assem

blies, those of Macau and Guinea Bis
sau, were formed at Ri4van, bringing 
to lSI the total number of National 
Assemblies worldwide. 

In Macau, the Hand of the Cause of 
God Amatu'I-Baha Rlihfyyih Khanum 
represented the Universal House of 
Justice; in Guinea Bissau, the Supreme 
Body was represented by Counsellor 
Rolf von Czekus. 

Also present in Macau were repre
sentatives of the National Spiritual As
semblies of Hong Kong, Australia, 
Japan and Malaysia. 

The celebration included a dinner in 
honor of Amatu'l-Baha Rlihfyyih Kha
num which was also attended by the 
chief of the Cabinet of the Governor of 
Macau, representing the governor; of
ficials of the Xinhua News Agency; 
and other government officials and 
community leaders. 

In Guinea Bissau, Counsellor Hu
sayn Ardekani represented the Board 
of Counsellors in Africa while a mem
ber of the "mother" Assembly of the 
Gambia was present wjth one Auxiliary 
Board member for Guinea Bissau, 15 
delegates and 26 guests. 

The seat of the new National Spir
itual Assembly is in Bissau. 

Taiwan 
To help celebrate the 10th anniver

sary of the independence of Tuvalu, a 
small island group north of Fiji in the 
South Pacific, a group of Baha'i youth 
performed with another youth group 
during the commemorative dinner last 
September at Government House. 

Other official commemorative 
events were attended by a representa
tive of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Tuvalu. 

year's theme was "African Youth Fac
ing the Challenges of Modern Soci
ety. " 

This year's speakers included Dr. 
Ekema Agbaw, lecturer at the Univer
sity of Yaounde; Dr. Boyomo Assala, 
sub-director of the Ministry of Infor
mation and Culture; Dr. Peter Agvor 
Tabi, director of the Institute of Inter
national Relations; and Dr. Dion 

Western Samoa 

students at 
in Apia, Western Samoa, are involved 
in their studies. The school, which is 
adjacent to the Bahti'i House of Wor
ship, operates under the direction of a 

Ecuador 
To help celebrate Naw-Rliz this year, 

Radio Baha'i in Ecuador sponsored a 
"Marathon for Unity." In the spirit of 
the ancient Inca empire, runner-mes
sengers left the Baha'i radio station to 
spread the message of unity. 

Eight messengers started, each carry
ing copies in Quechua of a summary of 
"The Promise of World Peace" and a 
booklet in Spanish entitled "EI Ca
mino Grande de Baha'u'llah" (Baha'
u'llah's Great Path). 

The runners passed through 45 com
munities, and in each one they were 
joined by more runners. By the end of 

Ngute, deputy general manager of the 
National Center for Administration 
and Magistracy. 

Besides helping to develop relations 
with these and other prominent mem
bers of the community and educating 
the public about this important issue, 
the conference resulted in the publica
tion of two newspaper articles. 

1 
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National 
itual Assembly. Students come from 
diverse cultural backgrounds; many 
are from families that are not Bahti'i. 

the marathon the group was 200 
strong. 

Progress of the marathon was 
broadcast throughout the day on 
Radio Baha'i. The program ended at 8 
p.m. with a performance by eight local 
folk music groups. 

Fiji 
The second phase of Fiji's Olinga 

Teaching Project resulted in 48 people 
embracing the Cause in May including 
representatives of the Indian, Fijian 
and Chinese communities. 
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Italy 

I"Ol7TOlrll (left), Ulr,,,rUlr-p'en

eral of the International Red Cross in 
Italy, accepts a copy of the Universal 
House of Justice's peace statement 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Italy recently reported the acceptance 
of the Faith by an Italian from the Al
banian minority living in Sicily, the 
first of his people to embrace the 
Cause. 

The new believer, Pietro Pandolfini, 
from Gela, Sicily, speaks ancient AI-
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from representatives of the Spiritual 
Assembly of Ischia Island, Sharaf and 
Yazdan Subhani. 

banian as his mother tongue and comes 
from an orthodox Byzantine religious 
background. 

The Albanian minority emigrated to 
Sicily almost 500 years ago after re
sisting conversion to Islam during the 
conquest of Albania by the Ottoman 
Empire. 

Belize 
A full-time teaching team spent De

cember and January in Belize City and 
Corozal, Belize, where 53 new believers 
embraced the Faith. Significantly, a 
large number of the new Baha'is are 
young Garifuna Indians. 

Further teaching efforts in January 
and February were dedicated to the 
memory of two Baha'i martyrs in Iran, 
Dr. 'Alimunid Davudi and 'Abdu'l
Husayn Taslimi. 

Nightly meetings have drawn many 
seekers in Belize City. Many of the new 
Baha'is have been deepened at these 
meetings, and are now actively engaged 
in the teaching work. 

The new Baha'i youth have formed a 
youth club which meets once a week. 

During the first few months of this 
year the team's activities were aided by 
Baha'is from Canada whose presence 
made possible the initiation of new and 
successful projects. 

More than 100 new believers were 
enrolled in Belize City, and follow-up 
deepening visits are made regularly. 
Classes and other activities for children 
were begun, and the team helped new 
believers as they began to hold firesides 
in their homes. 

The Marian Crofford/South Plateau 
Teaching Campaign, carried out last 
January 29-February 12 from the Ipaa 
Baha'i Center in Plateau State, Ni
geria, resulted in 323 enrollments, the 
formation of seven new local Spiritual 
Assemblies, the opening of 10 localities 
to the Faith, visits to 46 communities, 
the holding of 10 children's classes, 
and the presentation of copies of the 
peace statement to the headmaster of 
the Adabu Tudun School and the Emir 
(chieftain) of Lafia. 

The campaign, centered in the rural 
bushland home of the Tiv people, re
quired considerable work to maintain 
daily living requirements including a 
30-minute drive to Lafia to collect 
clean drinking water. 

The Tiv people had been introduced 
to the Faith over the past 20 years, 
especially since the arrival of Marian 
Crofford, a pioneer from Canada who 
lived in Lafia from 1976-83. 



Honduras 
"Project Muhajir," which began in 

January in Honduras, has so far visited 
five Garifuna Baha'i communities to 
teach, deepen and proclaim the Faith. 
At the end of the week the aim in each 
community is for the team to have en
rolled new Baha'is, established child-

Australia 
Baha'is took part early this year in a 

World Assembly in Melbourne, Aus
tralia. The conference, sponsored by 
the World Conference on Religion and 
Peace (WCRP), brought together 600 
delegates and observers from 60 coun
tries representing 10 religions to discuss 
peace issues from the perspective of 
their various cultural and religious 
backgrounds. 

Representing the Faith were John 
Davidson of the Baha'i International 
Community; Graham Hassall, a mem
ber of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Australia; Tahana Waipouri-Voy
kovic from the National Spiritual As
sembly of New Zealand and WCRP of 
New Zealand; Martin and Barbara 
Kleyne and their daughter Chantal 
from the WCRP of Holland; and 
Miguel Gil and Vafa Payman from the 
Multi-Faith Resource Center in Mel
bourne. 

The World Assembly in Melbourne 
was the fifth such gathering held by the 
WCRP since its formation in the late 
19605. Its theme was "Building Peace 
Through Trust: The Role of Religion." 

Madagascar 
Individual initiative is resulting in an 

average of 40-50 new believers each 
month in Madagascar. 

In Antsirabe, an exhibit about the 
Faith is on display in each neighbor
hood. More than 10,000 people have 
visited the exhibit, and by the end of 
February, 26 had embraced the Faith. 

The Baha'is of Fianarantsoa, with 
the help of Counsellor Roddy Dharma 
Lutchmaya, placed a similar exhibit in 
Manazura and plan to repeat it in all 
towns within a 200-mile radius of Fian
arantsoa. 

More than 700 people visited the ex
hibit in Manazura, four of whom en
rolled in the Faith. 

ren's classes, ensured the observance of 
the Nineteen Day Feasts, and trained 
several key people to carryon its activ
ities. Return visits are planned to re
inforce the efforts and continue the 
process of consolidation. 

Conditions are physically arduous, 

Hong Kong 
Juana Conrad, a member of the 

U.S. National Spiritual Assembly, and 
her husband, Sam Conrad, visited 
Hong Kong in April. 

During that time Mrs. Conrad gave a 
9O-minute radio interview, spoke at a 
luncheon for 25 guests, and presented a 
fireside talk to about 40 others at Ba
ha'i Hall. 

During the radio interview she spoke 
about Women for International Peace 
and Arbitration, a non-governmental 
organization based on Baha'i princi
ples of which she is a co-founder. 

At the fireside, Mrs. Conrad showed 
slides and spoke about her two trips to 
the Soviet Union, the first as guest con
sultant for International Women's 
Day, the second as a member of the 

Pakistan 

Pictured are members of the BahaY 
community and local Spiritual Assem
bly of Muzaffarabad, Pakistan. The 
recently elected Assembly is the first to 
be formed in the disputed territory of 

with all transportation on foot or by 
dugout canoe, and food is scarce even 
for the indigenous population. Newen
rollments, however, are more than 100, 
and team members feel that a firm 
foundation is being established for en
try by troops. 

U.S. delegation to the World Congress 
of Women held in June 1987 in Mos
cow. 

• 
A total of 120 new believers in Hong 

Kong and another 280 in Macau was 
reported as of the end of November 
1988. 

The enrollments were a direct result 
of teaching institutes held in October, 
after which full-time teaching teams 
were formed for each territory. 

Barbados 
Thirteen new believers were enrolled 

in the Faith during a mid-January 
teaching campaign in St. Philip Parish, 
Barbados. 

the Azad Kashmir region of Pakistan. 
There are 19 Baha'is in the community 
including two doctors who have open
ed a clinic as a socio-economic project. 

Baha'i News/August 1989 15 



United Kingdom 
Major breakthroughs in teaching re

sulted from a month-long visit to the 
United Kingdom this spring by Donald 
Rogers, a Counsellor member of the 
International Teaching Centre. 

Mr. Rogers spent two days in each of 
eight communities. His purpose was to 
embolden the Baha'is, making them 
more audacious in their approach to 
teaching and inviting others to enter 
the Faith. 

The approach led to enrollments at 
each meeting held during his stay, in
dicating the readiness of people in the 
United Kingdom to embrace the Faith 
in greater numbers. 

During a weekend project in Liver
pool, about 80 Baha'i youth from 
throughout the country invited 2,000 
people from various parts of the city to 
a series of public meetings. 

The theme of these gatherings, "The 
Remaining Years of the Twentieth 
Century and the Baha'i Faith," chal
lenged those attending to recognize 

Dr. Anthony Kenny (right), an Aristo
telian scholar, professor of philosophy 
and retiring Master of Balliol College 
at Oxford University, Shoghi Effendi's 
alma mater, receives a copy of the Uni
versal House of Justice's peace state
ment from Sherlock Graham-Haynes, 
a BahO '{ who is a student in philosophy 
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Baha'u'llah and to join with the Ba
ha'is in completing the work of the 
Faith which is outlined for this cen
tury. 

Six enrollments followed, with each 
person representing a different element 
of the city's population, thus providing 
an opening for teaching the diverse 
strata of society in the area. 

• 
Following last year's successful 

Anglo-French Baha'i Weekend on the 
Channel Island of Guernsey, a four
day reunion called "Cross-Channel 
Co-operation" was organized March 
24-27 by tke Spiritual Assembly of 
Guernsey. 

More than 40 people from Belgium, 
England, France, Guernsey and Jersey 
took part. 

Included was a devotional program 
that featured a reading of the first Ba
ha'i prayer to be translated into Guern
sey French. Its translation fulfilled a 
goal of the Six Year Plan. 

, 

at Williams College in Massachusetts. 
As Master of Ballio/, Prof. Kenny says 
he was aware that Shoghi Effendi had 
attended the school, and he has written 
letters to the government of Iran ask
ing that it end the persecution of Ba
ha'is in that country. 

Other features included a public 
meeting; a graveside memorial service 
for Florent Hanafi, a youth who col
lapsed and died while waiting to return 
to France after last year's event; and 
the participation of the friends in the 
"World Aid Walk," a major event in 
Guernsey held to raise funds for Ox
fam, the Save the Children Fund, and 
Christian Aid . 

Many of the Baha'is, wearing their 
"One Planet, One People ... Please" 
T-shirts, completed the 20-mile walk 
and received the thanks and admira
tion of its organizers. 

The day before the reunion, a crea
tive arts exhibit called "Free Expres
sion," planned by the Baha'i youth of 
Guernsey and sponsored by the Spir
itual Assembly, was held, drawing 
many artists, the media and visitors. 

The exhibit ended with perfor
mances by four of the island's young
est music groups. Proceeds from the 
performance were donated to the Com
ic Relief Fund. 

• 
The April 2 issue of The Universe, 

the leading Roman Catholic newspaper 
in the United Kingdom, mentions the 
Baha'i House of Worship in India. 

The article, submitted by a Catholic 
monk who visited India in January, de
scribes the Baha'i House of Worship as 
"one of the most elevating places of 
worship I have had the privilege to 
visit. " 

• 
Members of 14 Baha'i communities 

took part last September in a "Week
end for Peace and Community Ser
vice" in the goal town of Southend-on
Sea, Essex. 

Included was a presentation of "The 
Promise of World Peace" to a repre
sentative of the mayor, a clean-up pro
ject, an entertainment and fund-raising 
program, an interfaith peace service, 
and slide programs about the Faith. 

• 
A National Teaching Conference 

last October drew 850 adults and about 
100 children to Hull in Humberside, 
England. 

The conference, which was preceded 
by a week of organized Baha'i activi
ties in Hull, was followed by a program 
that included a wide selection of activ
ities and workshops. 



Chile 
Radio BahA'i in Chile has been 

chosen as the primary vehicle for pub
licizing a government-sponsored devel
opment project. 

The project consists of bi-lingual lit
eracy classes for adults in Spanish and 
Mapuche. It is a joint effort between 
the station and the regional Ministry of 
Education. While the Ministry will 
provide materials, scripts and plan
ning, Radio Baha'i is responsible for 
taping and transmitting the broadcasts. 

Ten schools in five districts in the 
area will serve as liaisons between the 
station and students. Two rural Ma
puche BahA'i schools are among those 
chosen to take part in the project. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Chile feels that being invited to help 
with this project is an indication of the 
recognition accorded by the Ministry 
of Education to the capacity of Radio 
BahA'i and the two Mapuche BahA'i 
schools. 

• 
Two hundred seventy-five young Ba

hA'is from 15 countries took part in a 
recent five-day conference in Chile. 

Inspired by a taped keynote message 
from the Hand of the Cause of God 
William Sears entitled "Toward a New 

Benin 

a recent pioneer 
to Benin. and Emile Houngnonga. a 
Beninese Baha'( youth. are pictured 
outside the Mobile Institute on their 
departure in January from Cotonou to 

Pictured is the recently elected Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Ba
M'is of Chile. which for the first time 
in its 29-year history includes three Ma
puche Indians. From left to right are 
Antonio Lizama. Felipe Jara (vice-

World Order," seven of the youth of
fered to give a year of service to the 
Faith while 40 others volunteered to 
take part in seven satellite teaching 
projects following the conference. 

Huchet in making arrangements to 
visit vii/ages during a week-long stay in 
Parakou before Mr. Huchet took the 
Institute to the north of the country. 

chairman). Elena Velasquez de Reid 
(chairman). Robert Siegel (correspond
ing secretary). Doris Millalen. Nelson 
Sanchez. Fazael Youse/fi (treasurer). 
Paula Siegel. and Roberto Jara (re
cording secretary). 

Also present at the conference were 
Counsellors Eloy Anello and Shapoor 
Monadjem, several Auxiliary Board 
members and seven members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Chile. 

The five-day Lerche Uniben Teach
ing Project, called for by the National 
Spiritual Assembly, was the first large
scale teaching and proclamation cam
paign at the University of Benin and 
had as its primary goal the enrollment 
of one academic staff member in each 
of its colleges. 

As a result, a lecturer in sociology, a 
librarian, seven students and four non
academic staff were enrolled in the 
Faith, while more than a dozen senior 
academic staff members who expressed 
their sympathy with the teachings were 
given enrollment cards and are investi
gating the Faith. 

Copies of the peace statement were 
given to 90 staff members, 39 of whom 
expressed such interest that more infor
mation about the Faith was presented 
to them through use of a teaching 
booklet. 
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Now available-a videotape that captures the magnificence 
and describes the development of the Arc on Mount Carmel 

Seat of God's Throne 
Produced by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahli'is of the United States 

The stunning cinematography of this 35-minute video, produced with the 
assistance and cooperation of the Baha'i World Center, brings to life the vi
sion of Shoghi Effendi and the plans of the Universal House of Justice to 
complete the remaining buildings of the Arc on God's Holy Mountain. 

Including the first aerial film footage of the Baha'i properties on Mount 
Carmel, Seat of God's Throne is a truly awe-inspiring presentation that 
gives visual expression to the historic events that are transforming the face 
of Mount Carmel and affecting the historical development and future glory 
of the spiritual and administrative center of the Faith. 

Excellent for group deepening, firesides, family or personal viewing. 

VT$25.00 
Now available in VHS or Beta format 
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Panama 

Display feature~ Houses of Worship 

On January 18, an exhibit of Baha'( 
Houses of Worship around the world 
was officially opened at the Museum of 
the National Bank of Panama in Pa
nama City. Temples pictured in the ex
hibit were those in Australia, Ger
many, India, Panama, Samoa, Uganda 
and the United States. In addition, the 
following buildings from the Holy 
Land were displayed: the Seat of the 
Universal House of Justice, the Inter
national Archives, the Shrine of the 
BOb, and the Mansion of Bah},: The 
event was sponsored by the Spiritual 
Assembly of Panama City which gave 
a warm welcome to distinguished 
guests who attended the inauguration 
of the exhibit. One local television st.:I
tion gave complete coverage to the ex
hibit while another broadcast a special 
invitation to the public to attend. Also, 
a widely read newspaper, The Star and 
Herald, published an article about the 
event. In general, invitations were sent 
to cultural, social and educational in
stitutions including the Association oj 
Architects and Engineers, where the 
Bahti'l community held a conference 
during the 12 days in which the exhibit 
was displayed. Pamphlets from several 
of the Houses of Worship were given 
out containing information on the 
Temples and the Faith; also, a com
plete range oj Bahd'( literature was 
displayed. As a result of the exhibit, a 
representative of the Museum of the 
National Bank invited the Baha '( com
munity to provide Bahd '( literature for 
the bank's newly inaugurated library as 
a part of its contribution to the culture 
and education of residents of Panama. 
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Essay 

'The searching eye' 

As a child I was encouraged to think 
my own thoughts, to keep an open but 
skeptical mind and to learn from 
others without blindly accepting their 
opinions. The discovery of truth by my 
own effort, I was told, was not only my 
right but my responsibility-especially 
in matters of religion. 

I learned, for example, that it was 
not enough for me to believe in God: it 
was necessary that I investigate the 
question of God's existence and find 
out whether He was real. Likewise, if 
any person or book claimed to reveal 
the Will of God, I was entitled-or 
rather, obligated-to ascertain for my
self whether there existed reasonable 
grounds for such a remarkable claim. 
It was a question for evidence and veri
fication, not mindless obedience. 

This cautious attitude toward relig
ion was not, as one might expect, 
something I acquired from agnostic 
relatives, secular teachers or materialist 
friends. It did not come from anyone 
wishing to undermine my spiritual con
victions. It was a part of my religious 
training as a member of the Baha'i 
Faith. 

Taking this training !o heart, I ques
tioned everything including the validity 
of the religion that first taught me to 
ask awkward questions. During my 
college years I, like many others, be
came something of a doubting Thomas. 
I challenged my own reasons for be
lieving in God, in an unseen spiritUal 
world, in life after death, in divine 
revelation. For me this was a period of 

This essay on the independent inves
tigation of truth, «The Searching 
Eye," was written by Gary L. Mat
thews, a Bahd'i who is presently serv
ing as a Peace Corps volunteer in 
Grenada, where he works as an infor
mation specialist for the Grenada 
Cocoa Association. 
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Critics of religion often view it 
as being, by its very nature, hos
tile to a free and open search for 
truth. Such hostility is certainly 
a key aspect of religious fanati
cism, which in the minds of 
many is synonymous with relig
ion itself. 

intense soul-searching and digging for 
answers. 

Eventually, I found answers that 
satisfied me. My faith had survived its 
ordeal and was, if anything, stronger 
and more resilient as a result. The 
point, however, is that the process left 
me with an abiding interest in the "first 
principle" I of the Baha'i Faith: the in
dependent investigation of truth. 

Although the search for truth forms 
a major theme of the Baha'i sacred 
texts, it is tempting to dismiss the pre
cept as too simple and obvious to war
rant much comment. Its very straight
forwardness tends to mask a variety of 
intriguing implications. Perhaps for 
that reason, it has drawn less attention 
than many other Baha'i ideals such as 
the harmony of science and religion, 
equality of the sexes, world peace 
through world government, a universal 
auxiliary language, appreciation of ra
cial and cultural diversity, and the like. 

This essay represents one person's 
investigation into the Baha'i principle 
of search for truth-a turning of the 
practice inward upon oneself, one 
might say. After presenting some back
ground information and opening 
thoughts, it will explore five concepts 
that seem to me implicit in this teach
ing, indicating how each one challenges 
commonly held notions or attitudes. It 
will, in the process, attempt to show 
that there is far more to the principle 

than may at first meet the eye-that it 
not only carries a mandate for taking 
charge of one's own spiritual destiny, 
but offers a practical method for test
ing the claims of religion in general and 
the Baha'i Faith in particular. 

The role of faith 
Critics of religion often view it as be

ing, by its very nature, hostile to a free 
and open search for truth. Such hostil
ity is certainly a key aspect of religious 
fanaticism, which in the minds of 
many is synonymous with religion it
self. Before proceeding, therefore, let 
us see what Baha'is believe about the 
nature of religious truth and the mean
ing of faith. 

The Baha'i Faith "proclaims un
equivocally the existence and oneness 
of a personal God, unknowable, inac
cessible, the source of all Revelation, 
eternal, omniscient, omnipresent and 
almighty." 2 God created all humanity 
"to know Him and to love Him" 3 and 
"to carry forward an ever-advancing 
civilization." 4 This dual purpose is 
something man cannot achieve by his 
own unaided effort, since he has no 
direct access to the knowledge of God 
or His will. God therefore intervenes 
periodically in history (at intervals 
averaging roughly a thousand years), 
providing mankind with guidance 
through a chosen Messenger or Christ
figure-Jesus, Moses, Muhammad, 
Buddha, Krishna, Zoroaster and the 
other founders of world religions. 

These Messengers-"Manifestations 
of God," as Baha'u'llah terms 
them-"are one and all the exponents 
on earth of Him Who is the central Orb 
of the universe, its essence and ultimate 
purpose. From Him proceed their 
knowledge and power; from Him is de
rived their sovereignty." $ "He hath 
manifested unto men the Day-Stars of 
His divine guidance ... and hath or-



dained the knowledge of these sancti
fied Beings to be identical with the 
knowledge of His own Self. ... Every 
one of them is the Way of God that 
connecteth this world with the realms 
above, and the Standard of His Truth 
unto everyone in the kingdoms of 
earth and heaven." 6 

Since these Divine Educators all 
speak for the same God, there can 
never be any true conflict among the 
religions they have revealed: "These 
principles and laws, these firmly-es
tablished and mighty systems, have 
proceeded from one Source, and are 
the rays of one Light. That they differ 
one from another is to be attributed to 
the varying requirements of the ages in 
which they were promulgated." 7 Each 
Manifestation of God updates the laws 
of His predecessor to reflect the chang
ing needs and growing capacity of an 
evolving world, and each promises that 
God will send additional Revelations in 
the future. Baha'u'llah identifies Him
self as the latest, but not the last, in this 
eternal series of Manifestations Who 
progressively reveal God's will. 

It follows that Baha'is-followers of 
Baha.'u'llah-do not regard their Faith 
as having a monopoly on truth. They 
see all the great world religions, in
cluding their own, as successive chap
ters in a single continuous book. This 
universality, however, in no way di
lutes the fact that they also believe 
without reservation in the divine au
thority of Baha'u'llah's teachings. If 
Baha'u'llah says something, they will 
accept it as true simply because He says 
it. I believe many things on this basis, 
even when they are things I could not 
possibly investigate for myself. 

At first glance this attitude may seem 
contrary to the principle of indepen
dent investigation of truth. Neverthe
less, we can easily resolve the apparent 
contradiction. Baha'u'llah asks us to 

take His word for many things, but not 
for the most basic claim of all-name
ly, that He is the unerring "representa
tive and mouthpiece" 8 of the Creator 
of the universe. Instead, He marshals a 
host of compelling reasons-both log
ical and intuitive-to support the 
claim, inviting individuals to "consider 
His clear evidence" 9 and to verify that 
"This thing is not from Me, but from 
One Who is almighty and all-know
ing." 10 

Now if someone is convinced, as a 

result of investigating the evidence, 
that Baha.'u'llcih is what He claims, it is 
only logical to accept the rest of His 
teachings. It would be self-contradic
tory not to do so. After accepting His 
claim, the believer continues his inde
pendent search for truth, but with a 
new focus. He no longer seeks to deter
mine whether Baha.'u'llah's teachings 
are correct-this he has already estab
lished by authenticating their Source
but to develop an ever-growing under
standing of them. This acceptance is a 
form of faith, but not as the term is 
commonly used, since there is nothing 
passive or mindless about it. It is the 
direct result of a struggle to see and to 
understand reality. 

To many people, faith is by defini
tion blind, so that the term "blind 
faith" is redundant. To Baha'is, how
ever, "blind faith" is a contradiction 
in terms: "By faith is meant, first, con
scious knowledge, and second, the 
practice of good deeds." 11 In other 
words, our faith is the knowledge we 
choose to translate into action. It is 
neither ignorant emotionalism nor ab
stract intellectual conviction, but a 
deeply felt understanding reflected in 
life. It is an understanding which, be
cause it stems from personal investiga
tion, is capable of engaging both mind 
and heart. The independent search for 
truth is not a denial of faith, but its 
very foundation. 

Baha'u'llah emphasizes the deeply 
individual nature of this quest: 
". . . every man hath been, and will 
continue to be, able of himself to ap
preciate the Beauty of God, the Glori
fied. Had he not been endowed with 
such a capacity, how could he be called 
to account for his failure? .. the 
faith of no man can be conditioned by 
anyone except himself." 12 

The trap of imitation 
"What does it mean to investigate 

reality?" asks 'Abdu' 1- Baha. "It 
means that man must forget all hearsay 
and examine truth himself, for he does 
not know whether statements he hears 
are in accordance with reality or not. 
Wherever he finds truth or reality, he 
must hold to it, forsaking, discarding 
all else; for outside of reality there is 
naught but superstition and imagina
tion." 13 "Although some attend 
churches and temples of worship and 
devotion," He says, "it is in accord
ance with the traditions and imitations 

of their fathers and not for the investi
gation of reality .... They have be
come accustomed to passing a certain 
length of time in temple worship and 
conforming to imitations and cere
monies." 14 He notes that a child typi
cally adopts the religion of his parents 
as a matter of mere custom, not be
cause "he has investigated reality and 
proved satisfactorily to himself" that it 
is right. U 

There is a well-known experiment in 
psychology in which a number of indi
viduals are asked to make an obvious 
visual judgment: for instance, whether 
a given shape is round or oblong. Only 
one participant, however, is really the 
test subject-the others, unknown to 
him, have been instructed to lie in their 
answers. All of them may seem to 
agree that the figure is perfectly round, 
even though it is plainly oblong. What 
will the subject do? This experiment 
has been repeated many times, with 
disturbing results: most people so 
tested will not only change their an
swers to conform with what they think 
the others see-they will actually 
change their perceptions. Often they 
will see the shape as perfectly round, 
despite its obvious distortion. We ap
parently have a strong tendency to see 
things in whatever way we think most 
others see them. 

Baha'u'lhih tells us to "see with 
thine own eyes and not through the 
eyes of others." 16 If this is difficult in 
connection with something as simple as 
a geometric figure, how much harder 
must it be with deeply felt emotional 
issues-especially if we have spent our 
lives in the company of people who 
may hold mistaken opinions about 
them? That this often happens should 
be clear to anyone who thinks about 
the pervasiveness of prejudice based on 
race, gender, nationality and the like 
(not to mention religion itself). 

This implies that we all may have to 
make important decisions at times 
when it appears to us that either we are 
confused, or the rest of the world is. 
Under such conditions, most of us find 
it extraordinarily difficult to believe we 
could be right while everyone around 
us is wrong. However, we must learn to 
consider the possibility-and to judge 
it wisely, yet without intellectual 
pride-before we can reasonably hope 
to see with vision that is ours alone. 

This knack for swimming against the 
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current of conformity appears to be a 
learned skill, an acquired habit-one 
that must be consciously cultivated and 
exercised before it becomes second na
ture. Fortunately, opportunities 
abound for practice. Many of these are 
trivial; a few, possibly, quite crucial. 
God's attitude toward blind imitation, 
as interpreted by Baha'is, is graphically 
expressed in this symbolic passage 
from Baha'u'llllh: 

"If, in the Day when all the peoples 
of the earth will be gathered together, 
any man should, whilst standing in the 
presence oj God, be asked: 'Wherefore 
hast thou disbelieved in My beauty and 
turned away from My Selj?' and if 
such a man should reply and say: 'Inas
much as all men have erred, and none 
hath beenfound willing to turn hisface 
to the Truth, I, too, following their ex
ample, have grievously failed to recog
nize the Beauty of the Eternal, , such a 
plea will, assuredly, be rejected. " 17 

Now, what are some specific impli
cations of the Baha'i principle of indiv
idual search for truth? 
A question of justice 

The first implication is that indepen
dent investigation of truth is a moral 
necessity based on justice. The habit of 
personal search is depicted in Baha'i 
texts as a responsibility or duty, a spir
itual obligation, an essential ingredient 
of good character-just as honesty, 
kindness, dependability and many 
other traits are essential to good char
acter. 

In The Hidden Words-Baha'
u'llllh's foremost ethical work18-we 
read: "The best-beloved of all things in 
My sight is justice; . . . By its aid thou 
shalt see with thine own eyes and not 
through the eyes of others, and shalt 
know of thine own knowledge and not 
through the knowledge of thy neigh
bor. Ponder this in thy heart; how it 
behoveth thee to be." 19 "The essence 
of all that We have revealed for thee," 
He writes elsewhere, "is Justice, is for 
man to free himself from idle fancy 
and imitation, discern with the eye of 
oneness His glorious handiwork, and 
look into all things with a searching 
eye." :zo 

'Abdu'l-Baha says: "The first teach
ing of Baha'u'llllh is the duty incum
bent upon all to investigate reality." 21 

" ... every individual member of hu
mankind is exhorted and commanded 
to set aside superstitious beliefs, tradi-
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tions and blind imitation of ancestral 
forms in religion and investigate reality 
for himself." 22 The Baha'i teachings 
further state that the Faith "enjoins 
upon its followers the primary duty of 
an unfettered search after truth." 23 

By emphasizing the ethical impor
tance of investigation, Baha'u'llah and 
'Abdu'l-Baha present it in a new light. 
Independent search is widely accepted 
as a convenient right, an option to be 
exercised or neglected at one's dis-

The habit of personal search is 
depicted in Baha'i texts as a re
sponsibility or duty, a spiritual 
obligation, an essential ingredi
ent of good character-just as 
honesty, kindness, dependability 
and many other traits are essen
tial to good character. 

cretion. The Baha'i teachings, how
ever, go considerably further in treat
ing it as a moral imperative. 

While investigation of reality applies 
with special force to religious faith, 
it-like religion itself-is seen by Ba
ha'is as a continuing approach to all of 
life. Baha'u'llah's admonition to 
"look into all things with a searching 
eye" is applied, in other passages from 
His works, to journalism24 and judicial 
inquiryl! (to cite only two examples). 
The impact on unity 

A second implication is that indepen
dent investigation of truth powerfully 
promotes the unity of mankind. Of all 
the insights one can find in the Baha'i 
writings on this topic, this one, it seems 
to me, is both the most strongly em
phasized and the most contrary to pre
vailing attitudes. Whatever else mod
ern man believes about the search for 
truth, he does not believe this. 

Popular expressions used in connec
tion with the search for truth almost 
always bring to mind its supposedly 
disruptive nature rather than any uni
fying influence it may exert. For exam
ple, the term "free-thinker" suggests 
for many people (aside from its conno
tation of atheism) a moral anarchist, 
someone who disturbs the composure 
of others by attacking cherished ideals 
and traditions. Even those who strong
ly advocate, and commit themselves to, 
the individual quest for reality typically 

see themselves as "rocking the boat," 
"doing their own thing" while 
"marching to the beat of a different 
drummer. " 

But this is a short-sighted view. 'Ab
du'l-Baha teaches that in the long run, 
it is the truth-seeker who fosters unity, 
while the conformist blocks it: " ... all 
souls should consider it incumbent 
upon them to investigate reality. Reali
ty is one; and when found, it will unify 
all mankind." 26 ". • • by investigating 
(reality) all will find love and unity." 27 

"The greatest cause of bereavement 
and disheartening in the world of hu
manity is ignorance based upon blind 
imitation. It is due to this that wars and 
battles prevail; from this cause hatred 
and animosity arise continually among 
mankind." 28 

In every Revelation, according to 
'Abdu'l-Baha, "the light of Divine 
Guidance has been focused upon one 
central theme .... In this wondrous 
Revelation, this glorious century, the 
foundation of the Faith of God and the 
distinguishing feature of His Law is the 
consciousness of the Oneness of Man
kind." 29 This oneness, He says, is 
"the pivot round which all the teach
ings of Baha'u'llllh revolve" 30; pro
moting it is "the object of life for a Ba
ha'i." 31 

For years I wondered why, if the 
teaching of oneness is so central to this 
Revelation, 'Abdu'l-Baha almost al
ways described the investigation of 
truth as the "first principle" of the 
Faith. To put it another way, how can 
it be my "object of life" to promote 
the oneness of mankind if my "pri
mary duty" (as quoted above) is "an 
unfettered search after truth"? There 
really is no conflict here, of course. 
The paradox is dispelled by seeing that 
the most effective way in which to pro
mote the oneness of mankind is to base 
one's life on the independent investiga
tion of truth. 'Abdu'l-Baha flatly pre
dicts that "all religions and nations of 
the world will become one through in
vestigation of reality." 32 

This promise of eventual world unity 
is nothing new-it is found in the scrip
tures of all the great religions. In the 
Bible it is expressed as the "Kingdom 
of God on earth," 33 the day of "one 
fold and one shepherd," 34 when "na
tion shall not lift up sword against na
tion" 3! because "the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
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waters cover the sea." 36 Baha'u'llah 
states that He is the promised Redeem
er Whose mission is to usher in this 
long-awaited age of peace, and that 
His Revelation has set in motion the 
forces that will gradually bring it into 
being. 

The nature of this unity, and the 
process by which Baha'is expect it to 
come about, are addressed in some de
tail in the sacred writings of the Faith. 
There is no need to dwell on these de
tails (which, in any event, are likely to 
be convincing only to those who al
ready accept Baha'u'llah as divinely in
spired). But if one seeks to understand 
what Baha'is believe about the search 
for truth, it is essential to understand a 
few points about Baha'u'llah's vision 
of the future. 

According to Baha'i prophecies, the 
unity of mankind will be established in 
two stages-the first political, the sec
ond spiritUal. These stages are referred 
to, respectively, as the" Lesser Peace" 
and the "Most Great Peace." The first 
stage-a world government or federa
tion of nations-will be the direct re
sult of events taking place "in this cen
tury." 37 This preliminary unity will be 
established, out of sheer necessity, by 
nations that are still unaware of Baha'
u'llah's healing Revelation. Although 
it will be a vast improvement over the 
present international chaos, the" Les
ser Peace" will be a fragile and limited 
unity, unable of itself to heal the 
deeper divisions afflicting mankind. 

The long-term solution, or "\lost 
Great Peace" (which may take cen
turies to reach) is defined in these 
words ofBaha'u'llah: "That which the 
Lord hath ordained as the sovereign 
remedy and mightiest instrument for 
the healing of all the world is the union 
of all its peoples in one universal 
Cause, one common Faith. This can in 
no wise be achieved except through [he 
power oj a skilled, an all-powerful and 
inspired Physician. " 38 

While this passage states that world 
unity cannot be achieved without di
vine aid, other Baha'i texts indicate 
that humanity itself, through its own 
free will. must take an active part in the 
unifying process. It is in this context 
that search after truth becomes-in the 
Baha'i view-not merely a personal 
concern but a pressing social issue. 
'Abdu'l-Baha explains: 

"We are considering the divine plan 

for the reconciliation of the religious 
systems of the world. Bahd'u'lldh has 
said that if one intelligent member be 
selected from each of the varying relig
ious systems, and these representatives 
come together seeking to investigate 
the reality of religion, they would es
tablish an interreligious body before 
which al/ disputes and differences 
could be presented for consideration 
and settlement. Such questions could 
[hen be weighed and viewed from the 
standpoint of reality and all imitations 
discarded. By this method and proced
ure all sects, denominations and svs-
(ems would become one. " 3Q -

r remember how astonished r felt 
when reading this for the first time, be
cause to me it did not sound at all prac
tical. 'Abdu'\-Baha's next words then 
hit me: "Do not be astonished at this, 

or question its practicability." He cites 
as one model the Baha'i community it
self, with its success in recruiting and 
harmonizing members from an amaz
ing variety of seemingly irreconcilable 
religious backgrounds: "This is a 
proof of the possibility of unification 
among the religionists of the world 
through practical means." 4Q 

In today's world, polarized as it is by 
religious warfare and fanaticism, it is 
indeed difficult to imagine Baha'
u'llah's proposal being taken seriously. 
Yet the Baha'i writings foreshadow a 
future state of society, sometime after 
the arrival of the Lesser Peace, in 
which "the clamor of religious fanati
cism and strife will have been forever 
stilled." 41 If-as Baha'is believe-the 
world is evolving toward this destiny, 
may there not come a time when most 
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of mankind is ready to investigate 
truth, sincerely and without prejudice? 
In such a world, could not the Council 
of Investigation proposed by Baha'
u'llah prove effective in bridging the 
chasms that separate today's contend
ing faiths? 

This proposal clearly does not mean 
that individuals should delegate their 
independent search for truth to a com
mittee, whose conclusions they would 
accept blindly. That would negate 
everything else the Faith teaches about 
individual conscience. But an interre
ligious investigating body, offering its 
findings for independent verification 
by the masses of humanity, could facil
itate and stimulate the efforts of count
less private seekers. These combined 
efforts, in turn, could pave the way for 
that planetary spiritual unification that 
is the ultimate goal not only of the Ba
ha'i Faith but of all revealed religion. 

The oneness of truth 
To say that investigation has a uni

fying effect presupposes a third major 
implication, namely, that truth is one; 
it cannot contradict itself. This means 
that different people, seeking the truth 
along different paths, can eventually 
find the same truth because they share 
a single coherent reality. 

The Baha'i teachings are filled with 
statements such as: "No one truth can 
contradict another truth." 42 " ••• one
ness is truth and truth is oneness which 
does not admit of plurality." 43 "Real
ity does not accept multiplicity, "nor is 
it subject to divisibility." 44 " ••• out
side of reality there is naught but su
perstition and imagination." 4S 

Of course, the Baha'i Faith recog
nizes the existence of paradoxes-state
ments that appear to contradict but in 
reality do not. Such seemingly diverg
ent truths are reconciled as one gains a 
fuller understanding of their meaning. 
But the point is that when two state
ments really do conflict, only one can 
be right. 

For years I considered this a mere 
platitude and imagined that everyone 
agreed with it. After all, in logic, 
mathematics and science, any self-con
tradictory statement is rejected as false 
by definition. I have come to suspect, 
however, that many people do not en
tirely believe in the oneness of truth (at 
least as it applies to religion). I recently 
discussed this with a friend who as
sured me that "if you believe some-
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thing, that makes it true-for you. If 
someone else believes something differ
ent, then that's true for him. 'Truth' is 
whatever you believe; that's what the 
word means." 

The philosophy is one I first came 
across in college and have since heard 
from a number of people. I have no 
idea how widespread it really is. How
ever, even if we reject such an idea in 
theory, we may unconsciously uphold 
it in practice. Any time we adopt con-

Of course, the Bahs '. Faith rec
ognizes the existence of para
doxes-statements that appear 
to contradict but in reality do 
not. Such seemingly divergent 
truths are reconciled as one 
gains a fuller understanding of 
their meaning. 

victions on the basis of comfort, con
venience or any other criterion besides 
investigation, we are indeed implying 
that "truth is whatever you believe." 
By reminding us of the oneness of 
truth, the Baha'i teachings encourage 
us to renounce such confusion and the 
wishful thinking it engenders. 

One irony is that the Baha'i Faith it
self, which flatly rejects any notion of 
conflicting realities, is often accused of 
supporting such a position. Baha'is are 
sometimes mistakenly described as 
people who think that "it doesn't mat
ter what you believe" since "all relig
ions are true." Seeing thousands of 
diametrically opposed, mutually exclu
sive religious beliefs, and imagining 
that Baha'is endorse all of them, an 
observer might well conclude that the 
Faith sees no problem with the idea of 
contradictory truths. 

This is a misunderstanding. What 
Baha'is believe is simply that the orig
inal teachings of every religion-the in
spired words of the Manifestations
are divinely revealed and true. Baha'is 
regard only these pure precepts as fun
damentally consistent; they make no 
such claim for man-made dogmas and 
interpretations that have sprung up 
later. Over the centuries, every historic 
religion has become encrusted with 
thousands of conflicting creeds, doc
trines, theologies and practices, none 
of which have any basis in the teach-

ings of its founder. 
Baha'is, as we have seen, do not hes

itate to dismiss all such secondary ideas 
as .. superstition and imagination." In 
e\ ery religion tldherents search for the 
underlying core of truth which, proper
ly 'Jnderstood, provides a basis for gen
u:ne oneness. A contrived and artificial 
u;-j~y, created by closing one's eyes to 
in.::onsistency, can never exert any last
ing influence on society. 

D:scovery and verification 
.-\ fourth implication of the Baha'i 

position is that an investigator can dis
co~er and verify spiritual truth through 
iogical arguments based on evidence. 

'.iany people today do not believe 
that spiritual truth is discoverable at 
aL Among them are many agnostics 
and skeptics who think it is useless even 
to speculate on such questions as the 
existence of God or life after death. 
This view is shared, in a way, by be
lie\ers who insist that religion must be 
a.:~epted purely "on faith" (by which 
:hey apparently mean blind credulity). 
);either camp regards religious belief as 
the result of finding out what is real 
and what is not. Both see faith as a 
spontaneous act of will, a "gamble" 
one takes without knowing in advance 
whether it is actually justified. The Ba
ha'j Faith, as we have already seen, re
je.::ts all such extreme ideas. 

Another view holds that spiritual 
truth is discoverable through investiga
tion, but that such discovery is purely 
intuitive or emotional in nature. Relig
ious experience is seen as being so pri
vate, so mystical and subjective as to 
be "beyond reason"-that is, it cannot 
be described or analyzed, only felt. 

Altbough the Baha'i attitude is 
somewhat different, the Faith does up
hold the value of intuition as one guide 
to spiritual truth. Many people recog
nize the Manifestation of God because 
His life and words touch a responsive 
chord in the heart of the seeker, who 
becomes enraptured by their beauty. 
Every Manifestation inspires countless 
followers to live and die for His Cause, 
solely on this basis. Many of these fol-

"lowers would have difficulty explaining 
the strength of their convictions. There 
is nothing wrong with this. Some level 
of intuitive response or insight is clear
ly essential to religion; a purely intel
lectual assent to the Manifestation's 
claim, without a heartfelt sense of His 
rightness, will not bring forth from 
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anyone the self-sacrificing commit
ment needed for spiritual and social 
progress. 

And yet, we should not, according to 
the Baha'i teachings, be content with 
an intuitive conviction. Relying solely 
on intuition at the expense of other 
human faculties is risky, says 'Abdu'l
Baha, for "When we apply but one 
test, there are possibilities of mis
take." 46 He describes a more balanced 
approach: 

"Day and night you must strive that 
you may attain to the significances of 
the heavenly Kingdom, perceive the 
signs of Divinity, acquire certainty of 
knowledge and realize that this world 
has a Creator, a Vivifier, a Provider, 
an Architect-knowing this through 
proofs and evidences and not through 
susceptibilities, nay, rather, through 
decisive arguments and real vision . ... 
You must come into the knowledge of 
the divine Manifestations and Their 
teachings through proofs and evi
dences. "47 " ••• we must be able to 
prove Divinity from the standpoint of 
reason so that no doubt or objection 
may remain for the rationalist. After
ward, we must be able to prove the ex
istence of the bounty of God-that the 
divine bounty encompasses humanity 
and that it is transcendental. " 48 

'Abdu'l-Baha expresses dismay at 
the lack of attention paid to this topic: 
"If you should ask a thousand per
sons, 'What are the proofs of the real
ity of Divinity?' perhaps not one would 
be able to answer. If you should ask 
further, 'What proofs have you regard
ing the essence of God?' 'How do you 
explain inspiration and revelation?' 
'What are the evidences of conscious 
intelligence beyond the material uni
verse?' 'Can you suggest a plan and 
method for the betterment of human 
moralities?' 'Can you clearly define 
and differentiate the world of nature 
and the world of Divinity?'-you 
would receive very little real knowledge 
and enlightenment upon these ques
tions . ... 

"The intellectual proofs of Divinity 
are based upon observation and evi
dence which constitute decisive argu
ment, logically proving the reality of 
Divinity, the effUlgence of mercy, the 
certainty of inspiration and immQrtal
ity of the spirit. This is, in reality, the 

science of Divinity. " 49 

Reason, according to 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
can do more than support and supple
ment one's intuitive conviction-it can 
be the route through which one attains 
such certitude in the first place: "If 
thou wishest the divine knowledge and 
recognition, purify thy heart from all 
else beside God, be wholly attracted to . 
the ideal, beloved One; search for and 
choose Him and apply thyself to ra
tional and authoritative arguments. 
For arguments are a guide to the path 
and by this the heart will be turned un
to the Sun of Truth. And when the 
heart is turned unto the Sun, then the 
eye will be opened and will recognize 
the Sun through the Sun itself. Then 
man will be in no need of argu-
ments .... " so -

The "proofs and evidences" of 
which 'Abdu'l-Baha speaks are set 
forth in a number of Baha'i sources, 
notably Baha'u'llah's Book of Certi
tude. 'Abdu'l-Baha Himself discusses 
them at length in Some Answered 
Questions and The Promulgation of 
Universal Peace; in His well-known let
ter to Dr. Auguste Forel, the Swiss en
tomologist; and in many other places. 

Most of these logical arguments 
strike me as simple and straightfor
ward; others, as requiring deep 
thought. A few of the latter, I freely 
admit, still are not clear to me after 
years of reflection; however, I do not 
need to understand clearly every argu
I11t"nt before being convinced by what I 
see as the obvious soundness of the 
others. 

As the Baha'i Faith becomes better 
known, these arguments are bound to 
attract attention, both friendly and 
skeptical. In my opinion, Baha'is 
would do well to study them, so that 
we will be better prepared to under
stand and explain them when the need 
arises, as it surely will. (Also, I would 
hope, someone with a quicker mind 
than I have will help me to understand 
the ones I am still working on.) 

Especially significant is 'Abdu'l
Baha's statement (quoted above) that 
such proofs are based on "observation 
and evidence" constituting "the sci
ence of Divinity." Although most of 
the detailed arguments are beyond the 
scope of this brief essay, we can, 
through this and other statements, gain 
enough clues about their general nature 

to understand at least some of the reas
oning whereby one can test the claim of 
Baha'u'llah. This theme is developed 
in the following section. 

Scientific method 
A fifth implication from the Baha'i 

teachings is that the search for spiritual 
truth must take place in accordance 
with scientific method. 

This touches on another vital Baha'i 
teaching, that of the harmony of sci
ence and religion. True science and 
true religion, according to 'Abdu '1-
Baha, are alike in that "both are 
founded upon the premises and conclu
sions of reason, and both must bear its 
test." SI He explains that "science is 
the discoverer of realities. It is of two 
kinds: material and spiritual. Material 
science is the investigation of natural 
phenomena; divine science is the dis
covery and realization of spiritual ver
ities." S2 Moreover, the Baha'i writings 
explicitly describe the Faith as "scien
tific in its method." 13 

These statements are important for 
many reasons, one being the light they 
shed on what 'Abdu'l-Baha means by 
"proofs and evidences." Before dis
cussing this, we must clarify two pop
ular misconceptions. First is the notion 
that scientific method deals exclusively 
with material realities; second, that it 
can produce some sort of absolute 
knowledge. 

Concerning the first misconception, 
many non-scientists assume that scien
tific method means nothing more than 
the use of physical instruments to study 
and measure physical things. If this 
were true, no religion could sensibly 
claim to be scientific in its method of 
investigating spiritual reality. One can 
hardly place God or the soul under a 
microscope for direct examination. 

The problem with this idea is that it 
confuses the starting point of science 
with its end result. It is true that sci
ence, for its raw data, relies on direct 
observation. Knowing this, one may be 
tempted to assume that science itself is 
the study of directly observable phe
nomena-i.e., physical or material 
things. But no such inference is war
ranted. Scientists begin with directly 
observable evidence; but they are able 
(by using reason and mathematics) to 
deduce from such evidence its conclus
ions about all sorts of realities that are 
not directly observable or measurable, 
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and which in many cases are not ma
terial things at all. 

Psychologists, for example, study 
such phenomena as imagination, mem
ory, self-awareness and other mental 
faculties. None of these-whatever one 
may believe about their nature-is de
tectable by any physical instrument, 
although they exist and can be inves
tigated. 

Even in those sciences most directly 
concerned with physical reality, re
search into intangibles takes on great 
importance. Consider the proposition 
that "space is curved," which is impor
tant in astronomy and cosmology. The 
curvature of space is deduced from 
physical evidence, but it is not a phys
ical thing-it cannot be inspected 
through a telescope or analyzed with a 
spectrograph. It is an abstract aspect of 
reality, beyond observation and yet 
known by its observable effects. There 
is no obvious reason why at least some 
spiritual questions. such as the exb
tence of God or the soul, could not be 
investigated in a similarly indirect man
ner. 

The second misconception is that the 
scientific method produces "absolute 
knowledge" or "absolute proof." This 
is entirely incorrect. Even the most rig
orously verified explanations of science 
are called "theories"-a term intended 
to suggest that they could be revised in 
the light of new evidence. 

A collection of scientific observa
tions, however large, can always be ex
plained in more than one way. There is 
no infallible method for choosing 
which way is correct. Given a range of 
competing explanations, each of which 
fits the available evidence, a scientist 
will prefer the simplest and most eco
nomical choice, that is, the one that 
does the most explaining with the least 
theorizing. This rule of thumb is called 
Occam's Razor, or the law of parsi
mony. It is not a law at all, of course
merely a realization that unnecessary 
complexity provides a greater arena for 
error. A more elaborate explanation 
may actually turn out to be the correct 

.one. 
Newton's theory of gravitation, for 

example, perfectly explained all of the 
observable data available in his day. 
Einstein later developed a different, 
more complex theory to accommodate 
new evidence-observations that New
ton could not have anticipated. Now 
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suppose a scientist in Newton's time, 
knowing no more or less than Newton 
himself knew, had been presented with 
both "the Newtonian and Einsteinian 
conceptions of gravity. Using Occam's 
Razor, he would undoubtedly have 
chosen Newton's model simply on the 
grounds of economy. Moreover, his 
decision would have been entirely ra
tional, even though Einstein's theory 
was, as we now know, more correct. 

What this indicates is that no 

Scientists begin with directly ob
servable evidence; but they are 
able (by using reason and mathe
matics) to deduce from such evi
dence its conclusions about all 
sorts of realities that are not 
directly observable or measur
able . .. 

amount of evidence can provide "ab
solute proof" of any scientific theory. 
Scientific "proof" is relative, a matter 
of high probability only. There is al
ways an alternative explanation which. 
however improbably, may turn out to 
be right. In practice, however, a theory 
may acquire such high probability that 
we are justified in acting as if it were 
absolutely certain. 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
while recognizing that "All human 
standards of judgment are faulty, fi
nite," 5. points out that a statement 
tested by all methods at our disposal, 
and supported by overwhelming evi
dence, "can be adjudged and relied 
upon as perfectly correct." 55 We need 
not harbor illusions about the abso
luteness of our knowledge in order to 
act upon it with a high degree of faith. 

While this relative uncertainty of hu
man knowledge is no cause for alarm, 
it is essential that we understand and 
accept it. By so doing, we give our
selves a powerful incentive to contin
ually test, refine and expand our under
standing of reality (whether in science 
or religion) and stay open to new infor
mation. Without such recognition of 
our limitations, we tend to become fa
natical and narrow-minded. 

With this background, we can give 
the following (admittedly sketchy and 
oversimplified) description of scientific 
method: A scientist, in seeking to un
derstand something, constructs a tenta-

tive explanation (or "hypothesis") that 
accounts as simply and neatly as possi
ble for all observations known to him. 
He then decides what consequences 
should follow if the explanation is true, 
and tests these systematically, with a 
view to disproving the hypothesis. A 
scientist reasons, "If hypothesis X is 
true, then such-and-such must also be 
true" -then he tests the such-and
such. If observation does not bear out 
his prediction, he rejects the hypoth
esis. If it does, he must decide (more or 
less subjectively) how much it strength
ens the probability that his explanation 
is correct. A hypothesis that is 
strengthened enough times, in enough 
ways, eventually becomes a "theory" 
and is accepted as verified (subject al
ways, however, to later findings). This 
is the meaning of "scientific proof," 
insofar as the expression has any mean
ing. 

This procedure of inquiry is avail
able to each of us, not merely to scien
tists. It is useful in evaluating any 
proposition, not only those that de
scribe physical reality. It systematically 
uses all our faculties (including reason, 
intuition and common sense), not just 
sense perception. Scientific method en
ables us to determine the credibility of 
an explanation through repeated and 
varied attempts to discredit it. If we 
learn from such attempts that a theory 
is a reliable guide to experience, that its 
implications match earlier observations 
and accurately foretell later ones, then 
we can judge it worthy of acceptance 
and faith. 

Now suppose we wish to test-as a 
scientific hypothesis-Baha'u'llah's 
claim that He is a flawless Channel of 
communication from an all-knowing, 
infallible Supreme Being. It is admit
tedly hard to imagine any single-pur
pose test that could verify such a hy
pothesis to everyone's satisfaction. 

On the other hand, the hypothesis, if 
untrue, should be fairly easy to dis
prove. Baba'u'llah's recorded utter
ances fill more than 100 volumes, of 
which He states: "Out of My mouth 
proceedeth naught but the essence of 
truth, which the Lord your God hath 
revealed." 56 Such a claim entails con
sequences tpat anyone can test using 
observation and reason. This suggests 
many ways of investigating the Baha'i 
hypothesis. 

Here are a few indications that one 

J 



might consider: Baha'u'llah made 
many detailed prophecies. Have these 
been fulfilled, or have any been contra
dicted by subsequent events? He de
scribed scientific facts that were un
known in His lifetime. Have these been 
verified, or have any been decisively 
refuted during the past century? He 
says His words have a unique creative 
power to facilitate spiritual growth. 
Can we, by reading and reflecting on 
those words, experience such a power? 
A divinely perfect Being, we might ex
pect, should make an extraordinary 
impression on those with whom He 
comes in contact. What effect did 
Baha'u'Uah have on those around 
him? He dictated His books and letters 
at high speed, never pausing to revise 
or meditate, and often with no chance 
for premeditation. Was He able spon
taneously to create finished works of 
the highest excellence, as revelation 
logically should be? Or do these writ
ings (however brilliant they may be 
over-all) show the wide variations in 
quality one would expect of a human 
author composing extemporaneously? 
What opportunities did He have to ac
quire the knowledge He displayed? 
How well-documented are the circum
stances of His life and writing? With a 
little imagination, one can find count
less ways of testing Baba'u'llah's 
claim. 

For the sake of scientific argument, 
suppose we find that His many proph
ecies and scientific assertions check out 
with perfect accuracy (except for a few 
that remain open); that His words and 
life show a profound transforming ef
fect on others; that His spontaneous 
compositions consistently display ex
traordinary literary beauty and depth 
of content; that His prescriptions for 
social and spiritual regeneration work; 
that any other tests we devise show the 
results we should expect if Baba' -
u'llah's claim were true. One failure to 
disprove such a claim is not, in itself, 
proof of its validity. But if we take a 
scientific approach, using repeated at
tempts to discredit the Baha'i hypo
thesis, we may eventually find that it 
explains the observed evidence with far 
greater economy and predictive power 
than any of the alternatives. In this 
sense, the claim of Baha'u'llah is as 
open to scientific testing and verifica
tion as any physical assumption or 
theory. 

Unlike many scientific hypotheses, 
however, this question holds more than 
theoretical interest for anyone seeking 
its answer. Fortunately, any individual 
can make such an investigation; and no 
one, without having done so, can fairly 
prejudge what its outcome will be. 

Summary 
'Abdu'I-Baha has said that "nothing 

is of greater importance to mankind 
than the investigation of truth."" 
This Baha'i principle wins ready assent 
from persons of almost every persuas
ion; however, it is rich with implica
tions that are not necessarily obvious 
or universally accepted. Among them 
are: 

(1) Individual search for truth is a 
moral necessity based on justice; (2) it 
is a powerful way in which to promote 
the unity of mankind; (3) this unifying 
influence derives from the fact that 
truth is one, that all human beings 
share a single consistent reality; (4) an 
investigator can discover and verify 
spiritual truth by means of logical ar
guments based on evidence; and (5) 
this evidence must be evaluated in ac
cordance with scientific principles and 
method. 

These insights form the basis for a 
uniquely independent outlook on Iife
an outlook in which the individual ac
cepts full responsibility for his or her 
own perceptions and beliefs. They also 
provide a sound framework for evalu
ating the claim of Baba'u'llah to divine 
knowledge and authority, and chal
lenge every earnest seeker to undertake 
such an evaluation. 
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The world 

Pace of growth accelerates 

Andaman/Nicobar Islands 
A week-long teaching project held in 

January in Rangat and five surround
ing villages in the Andaman and Nico
bar Islands reached people from a wide 
range of social strata. Among the 43 
people who embraced the Cause during 
the effort were two police officers and 
a school principal. 

Australia 
Gubboo Ted Thomas, a tribal elder 

of the Yuin people of the south coast 
of New South Wales, Australia, has 
enrolled in the Faith. 

Mr. Thomas, who is well-known 
throughout Australia, especially 
among environmentalists and groups 
concerned with conservation, was a 
keynote speaker in April at the Earth
walk Conference at Ayers Rock, in 
central Australia, which was attended 
by other indigenous people from many 
countries including Iroquois, Onon
daga, Mohawk and Winnebago In
dians from North America. 

Bangladesb 
Teaching victories in Bangladesh 

continued in May as 2,000 new be
lievers were enrolled, raising the total 
number of fresh recruits to 7,000 dur
ing the past five months of ongoing 
teaching activities. 

• 
Since its beginning in November 

1988, the Quddus Teaching Campaign 
in the Kulna district of Bangladesh 
reports eight new local Spiritual As
semblies, 25 new localities, and 225 
new Baha'is in the Piroozpur district, 
bringing to 2,200 the total number of 
new believers enrolled in the campaign. 

During the first week of February, 
the recently contacted Monda Adibashi 
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tribe was visited by two traveling teach
ers. As a result, two entire villages be
came Baha'i and one new Assemblv 
was formed. . 

Belize 
A resident Baha'i teaching team is 

active in Belize, its efforts dedicated to 
the memory of a martyred member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Iran. 

During the first few months of this 
year the team's activities were aided by 
Baha'is from Canada whose presence 
made possible the initiation of new and 
successful projects. 

More than 100 new believers were 
enrolled in Belize City, and follow-up 
deepening visits are made regularly. 
Classes and other activities for children 
were begun, and the team helped new 
believers as they began to hold firesides 
in their homes. 

Bolivia 
A report from this year's Baha'i Na

tional Convention in Bolivia states that 
more than 3,000 new believers were en
rolled in that country during the past 
year, and that the continuing momen
tum "gave a special radiance" to the 
Convention. 

Brazil 
During the planning stages of a 

teaching campaign launched recently in 
the state of Bahia, Brazil, 239 people 
embraced the Faith, and within 18 days 
of its official beginning, the number 
had risen to 360. 

The campaign is being coordinated 
by the local Spiritual Assembly of 
Salvador with support from three Aux
iliary Board members and the State 
Teaching Committee. 

Deepening classes have begun in 30 
homes while many children's classes 
have been organized. 

Burkina 
Motivated by the Ridvan 1988 mes

sage from the Universai House of Jus
tice, the Spiritual Assemblies of the 
Zecco region in Burkina are experienc
ing a renewal of energy and activity. 
About 30 Baha'is from eight local As
semblies in the area began a teaching 
project in the village of Nibrogo, near 
the Ghanaian border. 

On the third visit to Nibrogo, 100 
villagers embraced the Faith and a 
local Assembly was formed. After
ward, two new Baha'is from that As
sembly attended a four-day deepening 
session. 

Another project was begun in the 
area of Ziou, which at one time had an 
active Baha'i community. It has led to 
the reactivation of many Baha'is and 
the enrollment of others. 

Canada 
A teaching project was begun last 

summer in the Fort Vermillion area of 
northern Alberta, Canada, in memory 
of Mrs. Gol Aidun, a Baha'i who led a 
life of devoted service to the Faith until 
her untimely death in India in 1986. 

The project, which lasted for two 
months, resulted in 27 new believers 
and opened the way for further teach
ing opportunities by introducing the 
Faith to the elders and traditional spir
itual leaders of the area. 

Central African Republic 
Between October 1988 and April 

1989,657 people embraced the Faith in 
the Central African Republic. Inten
sive teaching work has opened 26 lo
calities, while 14 new local Spiritual 
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Assemblies have been formed. 
According to a telex from the Na

tional Spiritual Assembly, rigorous 
plans for consolidation have been put 
into place. 

• 
More than 200 people including a 

district chief and a village chief were 
enrolled in the Faith during a recent 
teaching campaign in Sibut and Ndjou
kou, Central African Republic. 

Some 30 new localities were opened 
to the Faith during the campaign while 
six new local Spiritual Assemblies were 
formed. 

The campaign was organized by the 
National Teaching Committee. As a 
part of the effort, the Mobile Baha'i 
Institute traveled to five selected towns 
and villages, showing slides to more 
than 5,000 people. A hundred copies of 
the peace statement and 200 Baha'i 
pamphlets were given out to local au
thorities in the goal areas. 

Fiji 
More than 1,000 people have em

braced the Faith since the beginning 
last May of Fiji's Olinga Teaching Pro
ject. 

In recognition of the need for con
solidation, a special three-day institute 
was held in July to train teachers in 
how to deepen new believers. 

The gathering marked the opening 
of the third phase of the project, dur
ing which a lO-member teaching team 
will concentrate primarily on expan
sion while a dozen others will work 
mainly on consolidation of the new Ba
ha'is and the formation of local Spir
itual Assemblies. 

Guyana 
In May, 878 new believers were en

rolled in the Faith in Guyana, where 
extensive teaching is being carried on 
allover the country in response to a 
goal set by Guyana's Baha'i communi
ty to enroll at least 10,000 new be
lievers between May I, 1989, and RiQ
van 1990. 

Hong Kong 
As of mid-February, more than 600 

people had embraced the Faith as a re
sult of the Martha Root Teaching 
Campaign, which was begun last Oc-

tober following a "Spiritualization In
stitute" in Hong Kong. 

A four-member teaching team has 
been working full-time in the cam
paign, in addition to a number of in
dividuals who have participated on a 
part-time basis. 

India 
In June, 97,342 people were reported 

to have enrolled in the Faith in Uttar 
Pradesh, India. These remarkable vic
tories are due in large part to the work 
of some 120 volunteers who revisited 
350 Assembly areas in three districts 
where intensive teaching activities were 
carried out last year. 

Mass consolidation is going hand-in
hand with teaching, and some 2,000 of 
the new believers are said to have mem
orized Baha'i prayers and some of The 
Hidden Words. 

Japan 
Since April, more than 100 people 

have embraced the Faith in the Kyushu 
area of Japan as a result of regular 
meetings held on the farm of Mr. and 
Mrs. Noguchi. 

Also, a growing number of enroll
ments in the Tokyo area has resulted 
from the work of an active corps of 
youth who bring friends to firesides, 
hand out copies of the peace statement, 
and plan various activities in which 
their friends can take part. 

Kiribati 
The first phase of a teaching cam

paign in North Tarawa, Kiribati, has 
been completed with 70 new believers 
enrolled, which is three percent of the 
population of that community. 

The campaign, named for the late 
Hand of the Cause of God Rahmatu'
!lah Muhajir, began last December on 
the heels of a National Youth Con
ference. 

Consolidation activities are under 
way, and the plan is to continue the ex
pansion efforts after a short respite. 

Mariana Islands 
Seven new believers embraced the 

Cause during an evening meeting held 
in conjuction with the 12th Baha'i Na
tional Convention of the Mariana Is-

lands. 
A telex from the Convention said 

that a 39 percent increase in mem
bership had been experienced during 
the past year. 

Mexico 
The frrst week of a teaching cam

paign launched on the eve of Naw-R1iz 
in the state of Quintana Roo, Mexico, 
resulted in the enrollment of 94 adults, 
47 youth and 79 children. 

A significant element of the teaching 
work has been the leading role played 
by Mayan believers. The enthusiastic 
teachers are now carrying the cam
paign to other areas of the Yucatan 
peninsula. 

Nigeria 
The Marian Crofford/South Plateau 

Teaching Campaign, carried out last 
January 29-February 12 from the Ipaa 
Baha'i Center in Plateau State, Ni
geria, resulted in 323 enrollments, the 
formation of seven new local Spiritual 
Assemblies, the opening of 10 localities 
to the Faith, visits to 46 communities, 
the holding of 10 children's classes, 
and the presentation of copies of the 
peace statement to the headmaster of 
the Adabu Tudun School and the Emir 
(chieftain) of Lafia. 

The campaign, centered in the rural 
bushland home of the Tiv people, re
quired considerable work to maintain 
daily living requirements including a 
30-minute drive to Lafia to collect 
clean drinking water. 

The Tiv people had been introduced 
to the Faith over the past 20 years, 
especially since the arrival of Marian 
Croffor, a pioneer from Canada who 
lived in Lafia from 1976-83. 

• 
As a result of an afternoon teaching 

program at Oghara Junction, Nigeria, 
during a recent week-long Baha'i 
school, 67 people embraced the Faith. 
In addition, an intensive teaching pro
ject following the school session re
sulted in 85 enrollments. 

Peru 
Expansion of the Cause continues in 

Peru with 101 enrollments reponed in 
the Peruvian high plateau area as a re
sult of a recent teaching campaign. 
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Sao Tome/Principe 
A recent six-week teaching trip to 

Sao T6me and Principe, two remote is
lands in the Gulf of Guinea in the 
Atlantic Ocean, by Auxiliary Board 
member Kobina Amissah Flynn result
ed in the opening of new localities, the 
formation of Groups and a local Spir
itual Assembly, and the enrollment of 
many new Baha'is. 

Among the new believers are mem
bers of all three tribal groups on the 
islands-Foro, Angolar and Nonkor. 

Senegal 
A seven-day teaching project dedi

cated to the memory of the first Af
rican Baha'{ martyr, Eduardo Duarte 
Vieria (1921-66), and based in the Zi
guinchor region in Bignona, Senegal, 
has resulted in 19 localities being open
ed to the Faith and 219 new enrollees 
including five village chiefs. 

The project was planned by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Senegal in 
collaboration with the Continental 
Board of Counsellors. 

A significant feature was the sin
cerity and enthusiasm with which vil
lagers greeted the Baha'{ teachers who 
were often asked, "Why did you not 
come earlier to bring us this wonderful 
Message?" 

Each village was visited twice, and a 
group of teachers returned a month 
later to deepen new believers and help 
in the formation of local Spiritual As
semblies. 

Seven Assemblies were formed on 
the return trips and 180 more new 
believers were enrolled. One village, 
Boulighoye, is now entirely Baha'i. 

Singapore 
The impact of a nine-day "Spirit in 

Action" Institute conducted by two 
pioneers from Taiwan, Jack Davis and 
Kazuo Honda, led to more than 90 en
rollments in Singapore. 

The institute, similar to several con
ducted by the same teachers in Korea, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macau, was 
held at the request of the National 
Spiritual Assembly as a prelude to the 
Asia-Pacific Regional Conference last 
December. 

It drew more than 40 participants in
cluding Counsellor Rose Ong, mem-
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bers of the Auxiliary Board and Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, and a large 
number of women, youth and children. 

Thailand 
From May 20-June 10, more than 

575 people were enrolled in the Faith in 
Thailand, whose National Spiritual As
sembly has set high goals for the com
munity and has seen the friends arise to 
meet the challenge. 

• 
A teaching campaign involving 43 

Baha'is including six Auxiliary Board 
members, five members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, and five 
youth and pre-youth was held in Thai
land in March. 

By the ninth day of the campaign, 86 
new believers had embraced the Cause. 

Trinidad/Tobago 
The "Borrah Kavelin Teaching 

Team" has announced the enrollment 
of 450 new Baha'is during a three-week 
campaign in May and June on the is
land of Tobago. 

Venezuela 
More than 225 people embraced the 

Faith in Bolivar, Venezuela, as a result 
of a teaching campaign carried out by 
50 young Baha'is from all parts of the 
country who named the campaign "We 
cannot fail them" in honor of the Ba
ha'is of Iran. 

In the morning the youth visited new 
Baha'is to deepen them; afternoons 
were spent teaching, while evenings in-

Hawaii 
A Baha'i-sponsored Community As

sistance Program (B-CAP) is in its sec
ond year of service in Hawaii. 

Spearheaded by Zabine Linkins 
under the supervision of the secretary 
of Hawaii's National Spiritual Assem
bly, B-CAP includes deepening and 
counseling on marriage and re-mar
riage, help with family problems, a 
food bank, and a program for the el
derly. 

Built into the B-CAP program are 
three essential parts. The first is reli
ance on the Baha'i Writings for an ap
proach to personal problems; second is 
referral to professional agencies, doc-

eluded public meetings featuring talks 
on various aspects of the Faith. An
nouncements of the public meetings 
were broadcast on local radio. 

Zambia 
More than 250 people were enrolled 

in the Faith during the first three 
months of 1989 in various regions of 
Zambia. 

The Spiritual Assemblies of Ntam
bu, Museli and Saigilunga organized a 
teaching campaign in that area during 
which 44 people accepted the Faith. A 
new Assembly was formed in Kawaz
haika. 

From December 25, 1988, to Janu
ary 20, 1989, the number of new be
lievers in the Mumbwa area was in
creased by 119, and more recently the 
Area Teaching Committee has been so 
busy teaching that its members haven't 
had time even to report their successes. 

A teaching team whose members 
completed the advanced course at the 
William Masehla Baha'i Institute trav
eled March 21 to Kaoma and returned 
with the news of 28 enrollments. 

Another Baha'i, Dominic Kalulu, re
ported that after his recent transfer to 
Mbala he found some long-time Ba
M'is in that area. Teaching activities 
soon began, and the number of believ
ers has grown to 13. 

In April, a campaign organized by 
the Spiritual Assembly of Bangwe, 
with help from five Baha'is from 
Ndola and one from Chingola, led to 
the enrollment of 49 new believers in 
villages visited by the teaching team. 

tors or social workers to handle par
ticular problems; and third is involve
ment of the local Spiritual Assembly in 
each program. 

B-CAP is sponsored by the National 
Assembly in recognition of the fact 
that Baha'is are subject to and affected 
by the problems of society as a whole. 
It represents an attempt by the Baha'i 
community to take care of its own 
members, and to train a cadre of vol
unteers to work with Baha'is who are 
willing to change their lifestyles in re
sponse to their belief in the Teachings 
of Baha'u'llah but who need help to 
make those changes. 



Guinea Bissau/Macau 
Two more National Spiritual Assem

blies, those of Macau and Guinea Bis
sau, were formed at Ri4van, bringing 
to lSI the total number of National 
Assemblies worldwide. 

In Macau, the Hand of the Cause of 
God Amatu'l-Baha Ruhfyyih Khanum 
represented the Universal House of 
Justice; in Guinea Bissau, the Supreme 
Body was represented by Counsellor 
Rolf von Czekus. 

Also present in Macau were repre
sentatives of the National Spiritual As
semblies of Hong Kong, Australia, 
Japan and Malaysia. 

The celebration included a dinner in 
honor of Amatu'l-Baha Ruhfyyih Kha
num which was also attended by the 
chief of the Cabinet of the Governor of 
Macau, representing the governor; of
ficials of the Xinhua News Agency; 
and other government officials and 
community leaders. 

In Guinea Bissau, Counsellor Hu
sayn Ardekani represented the Board 
of Counsellors in Africa while a mem
ber of the "mother" Assembly of the 
Gambia was present with one Auxiliary 
Board member for Guinea Bissau, 15 
delegates and 26 guests. 

The seat of the new National Spir
itual Assembly is in Bissau. 

Pictured with Counsellors Rolf von 
Czekus (right), representing the Uni
versal House of Justice, and Husayn 
Ardekani (left), representing the Board 
of Counsel/ors in Africa, are the mem-

The Hand of the Cause of God Ama
tu'I-BaM Rlihfyyih Khdnum (seated 
front row center) is pictured with the 
members of the first National Spiritual 

Samoa 
A special service was held May 28 at 

the Baha'i House of Worship in Apia, 
Samoa, to commemorate the 27th an
niversary of that country's indepen
dence. 

bers of the first National Spiritual As
sembly of Guinea-Bissau who were 
elected at that country's National Con
vention last April 29. 

at 'et: 

Assembly of Macau, elected at Rifjvdn 
1989, and Counsel/or for Asia Bijan 
Farid. (seated. next to her and holding 
the Greatest Name). 

The service was dedicated to World 
Environment Day and was attended by 
more than 300 people of whom more 
than 200 were not Baha'is. 

Special guests included Cabinet min
isters, members of Parliament, the dip
lomatic corps, and heads of various 
governmental departments. 

Following the devotional service, 
Marco Kappenberger, a Baha'i who 
was visiting from Switzerland, ad
dressed the audience, pointing out that 
the major threats to the global environ
ment are manifestations of a world
wide sickness of the human spirit. 

This is marked, he said, by "an over
emphasis on material things and a self
centeredness that inhibits our ability to 
work together as a global communi
ty." 

The head of the government's Envi
ronmental Program, Forestry Divis
ion, spoke about the need to make peo
ple aware of this important topic, and 
thanked the Baha'is for their contribu
tions to the effort. 

Tafaese Lautua, a member of Parlia
ment, also thanked the Baha'is on be
half of the minister of Lands and Sur
vey IPark Preservation. 
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Luxembourg 
Nassim Toloui, an II-year-old Ba

ha'i from Diekirch, Luxembourg, re
cently won first prize in a contest for 
elementary school students sponsored 
by the European Community. 

Each entrant was to answer the ques
tion, "How can you, as a child, con
tribute to peace?" 

Nassim's essay was chosen as the 
best paper from Luxembourg. First 
prize was a trip to New York City with 
her teacher, where she was named from 
among the winners to read her paper 
before a meeting of the United Na
tions. 

"Peace is only possible," she wrote, 
"if each human being is conscious of 
his or her deeds and is willing to con
tribute his or her part for the estab
lishment of peace. 

"It may even start in a small school. 
If, as pupils, we are kind to each other 
and make no difference of race, if we 
make no difference between rich and 
poor, we have already made a contrib
ution to peace. And that is not difficult 
at all. To bring about peace, we must 
not leave the main responsibility to 
more powerful people .... " 

Argentina 

A display by the BaM 'f Publishing 
Trust oj Argentina draws attention 
during the annual Book Fair in Buenos 
Aires last April. This marked the sixth 
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Mauritius 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

Mauritius used the occasion of its 25th 
anniversary to proclaim the Faith to all 
strata of society in that country. A 
press conference was held to announce 
the occasion, and the event was re
ported in two newspapers and on Na
tional Television news. 

Representatives from the National 
Assembly paid visits to explain the sig
nificance of the anniversary to the 
governor-general of Mauritius, the 
deputy prime minister, attorney gen
eral, minister of justice, minister of ex
ternal affairs and emigration, the lord 
mayor of the city of Port-Louis, and 
other dignitaries. 

Three talks about the Faith were 
given at secondary schools by Gilbert 
Robert and Jose Moutou with an aver
age attendance of 70. 

An exhibit tracing the development 
of the Faith in Mauritius over the past 
25 years was presented at the Baha'i In
stitute in Quatre-Bournes. It was open
ed by the mayor before an audience of 
about 100 including dignitaries and 
media representatives. 

National Television also covered this 

a ~~) 
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year in which the Publishing Trust 
took part in the event, which was vis
ited this year by an estimated one mil
lion people. 

event on its news programs. 
The celebration was ended with a 

);ational Conference in the auditorium 
of the Mahatma Gandhi Institute. At
tending were 600 Baha'is, the prime 
minister of Mauritius, the leader of the 
opposition, the ambassador from 
France, representatives from several 
religious groups, and other well-known 
persons. 

In an address to the conference, the 
prime minister mentioned Baha'i prin
ciples and thanked the Baha'i commu
nity for its commitment to and involve
ment in the promotion of peace in 
\1auritius. His talk was covered by Na
tional Television and by the press. 

Thailand 
In March, about 43 Baha'is attended 

a nine-day institute in Thailand with 
twO pioneers from Taiwan, Jack Davis 
and Kazuo Honda. 

In one district, Aranyaprathet, the 
Baha'i population increased from 17 
members to 75 in one month, due 
largely to inspiration imparted by the 
institute. 

A feature of recent teaching suc
cesses has been the enrollment of many 
families. For example, 16 members of 
an extended family in a Vietnamese 
area of the community have enrolled. 
While parents are often busy, they en
courage their children to take part in 
Baha'i activities. As a result, youth 
have brought their peers to learn about 
the Faith, and these youth in turn are 
becoming Baha'is. 

Deepening classes are in progress 
and children's classes are planned. 

• 
On March 5, a two-hour program 

organized by the Baha'is of Bangkok 
to commemorate International Wom
en's Day was held at a popular shop
ping mall in Ramkhamhaeng. 

The program consisted of readings 
from the Baha'i writings about wom
en, a performance by a group of Tai
wanese who work at the Thai-Chinese 
Refugee Service Agency, and songs by 
a group of young people. Many pam
phlets on peace and women were dis
tributed. As a result, at least two peo
ple embraced the Cause. 



• 

India 
Through the efforts of a local Ba

ha'i, farmers in the Rajja Ka Purwa 
village in Uttar Pradesh, India, are 
learning updated farming techniques to 
help them in their work. 

Mahendra Singh, a member of the 
local Spiritual Assembly of the village, 
has found a way to be of special service 
to the community even though he is 
paralyzed from the waist down . 

. Each day he listens to the radio and 
reads magazines, looking for informa
tion about agriculture that might be 
useful to the farmers, then each even
ing he shares that knowledge with res
idents of the community. 

The villagers have shown great in
terest in his news and have gathered at 
his home in great numbers. As a result, 
farmers have modernized their meth
ods and the villagers have become 
more prosperous in their work . 

• 
During April a record number of 

people-309,145-visited the Baha'i 
House of Worship in India. 

The record total was due primarily 
to the presence in the neighborhood of 
a "Navratri Mela" (nine-day fair). The 
last day of the fair was April 14, and 
on that day alone nearly 50,000 people 
visited the Temple. 

Among the dignitaries who toured 
the building in April were Yang Hyong 
Sop, chairman of the Supreme Peoples 
Assembly of the Democratic Peoples 
Republic of Korea (Speaker of the 
North Korean Parliament); Mr. Setia
wan, consul for the Indonesian Em
bassy; and Alf Arne Ramslien, assis
tant resident representative for the 
Royal Norwegian Embassy who wrote 
in the visitors' book: "We have felt a 
special peace and love by visiting this 
place .... " 

Various groups visited the Temple as 
well including more than 400 partici
pants in a Conference of the American 
Society of Travel Agents. 

Also visiting were 66 Chinese Budd
hists from Taiwan and 32 people from 
African countries including Kenya and 
Zimbabwe. 

Also during April, Baha'is from all 
over India attending the National Ba
ha'i Convention were present at the 
House of Worship for an observance 
of the Ninth Day of Ric,ivan. 

Also attending that program were 
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Mahendra Singh, a Baha'{from the vi/
lage of Rajja Ka Purwa, Uttar Pra
desh, India, provides an important ser
vice to his community despite a phys-

Dr. Farzam Arbab, a Counsellor mem
ber of the International Teaching Cen
tre; Continental Counsellors B. Afshin 
and Zena Sorabjee; and members of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of In
dia. 

• 
A group of Australian journalists on 

a nationwide tour at the invitation of 
the government of India chose as one 
of their tour stops the Baha'i House of 
Worship at Bahapur (New Delhi). 

During a lengthy visit, they were fas
cinated to learn that a fellow Austral
ian had traveled all the way to India to 
volunteer at the Temple for no per
sonal or monetary gain, but only be
cause she is a Baha'i. The volunteer, 
Maria Cox, was interviewed extensive
ly for the Australian media. 

• 
The New Era Development Institute, 

an agency of the National Spiritual As
sembly of India, trains Baha'is from 
villages to be community health work
ers. These newly trained Baha'is are 
now bringing health education to their 
home areas. 

From January through March 1989, 
Baha'is presented health education 

ical handicap. He is shown listening to 
the radio, gathering timely information 
about agriculture to share withfarmers 
in his area, 

programs to about 3,000 people in 
eight villages in India. 

Programs include talks, films and 
songs about health, specifically on the 
prevention of disease, individual re
sponsibility for one's own health, the 
importance of mothers knowing how 
to take care of their children's health, 
and the importance of good nutrition, 
hygiene and sanitation. 

• 
The Baha'i Mobile Deepening Insti

tute in the State of Uttar Pradesh 
moves from village to village on a bul
lock cart and has become known as the 
"Baha'i Shanti Rath," which means 
"Baha'i Peace Chariot." 

The Peace Chariot teaches mainly 
through videos that depict aspects of 
the Faith and Baha'i community life. 

• 
Twenty-nine Auxiliary Board mem

bers from seven Asian countries and 11 
states of India met February 5-15 at the 
12th annual Auxiliary Board confer
ence in Panchgani, where they con
sulted on ways to continue the teaching 
victories and to achieve the remaining 
goals of the Six Year Plan. 
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United Kingdom 
Major breakthroughs in teaching re

sulted from a month-long visit to the 
United Kingdom this spring by Donald 
Rogers, a Counsellor member of the 
International Teaching Centre. 

Mr. Rogers spent two days in each of 
eight communities. His purpose was to 
embolden the Baha'is, making them 
more audacious in their approach to 
teaching and inviting others to enter 
the Faith. 

The approach led to enrollments at 
each meeting held during his stay, in
dicating the readiness of people in the 
United Kingdom to embrace the Faith 
in greater numbers. 

During a weekend project in Liver
pool, about 80 Baha'i youth from 
throughout the country invited 2,000 
people from various parts of the city to 
a series of public meetings. 

The theme of these gatherings, "The 
Remaining Years of the Twentieth 
Century and the Baha'i Faith," chal
lenged those attending to recognize 
Baha'u'llah and to join with the Ba
ha'is in completing the work of the 
Faith which is outlined for this cen
tury. 

Six enrollments followed, with each 
person representing a different element 
of the city's population, thus providing 
an opening for teaching the diverse 
strata of society in the area. 

• 
A group of five Baha') youth, pre-

youth and children from Castlereagh, 
Northern Ireland, has begun a fund
raising project. 

The young people offer a catering 
service which on two occasions has 
served four-course meals, and they 
have won a reputation for courtesy and 
excellent service as well as for the ori
ginality of their uniforms. 

• 
The Baha'i Faith has been placed 

with mainstream religions by a leading 
anti-cult organization in the United 
Kingdom. The Family Action Informa
tion and Rescue Organization (FAIR) 
is well-regarded by the establishment 
and has extensive information banks 
on cults and their activities. It is to 
FAIR that many people turn to learn 
whether a given group is a cult or cult 
front. 

In FAIR's spring 1989 newsletter, 
the editor writes, "In the course of our 
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work we often have to decide whether 
or not a group enquirers want us to in
vestigate fits into FAIR's brief. We do 
have some firm guidelines. For exam
ple, orthodox world religions such as 
Islam, Buddhism, Judaism and the Ba
ha'i Faith are clearly outside our brief, 
as are mainstream Christian denomina
tions. When it comes to break-away 
groups of either of these, the situation 
is not quite so straightforward." 

• 
Three segments of the radio program 

"Words of Faith," broadcast by the 
BBC's World Service in January, paid 
tribute to the life and writings of a Ba
ha'i, the late renowned potter, Bernard 
Leach. 

The presentations were by the assis
tant curate of the Church of St. Mary, 
Redcliffe, Bristol, England, who some 
50 years ago had read A Potter's Book, 
written by Mr. Leach and now used as 

a ceramics textbook all over the world. 
Besides being impressed by the tech

nical information in the book, he said, 
he was moved by the spiritual implica
tions of the author's work and by "the 
sheer humanity of the writing." 

• 
Guilda Walker, liaison officer for 

the Baha'i Office of Public Informa
tion in London, England, attended a 
conference on the environment March 
5-7 sponsored by the British govern
ment. 

Mrs. Walker, attending as a member 
of the Foreign Press Agency (FPA), 
was able to develop further relations 
with some of the 140 ministers of the 
environment attending from various 
countries; with the media, answering 
their questions about the relationship 
of the Faith to the environment; and 
with members of the United Nations 
Environmental Program. 

Baha'i International Community 
"Health for All by the Year 2000 

Through Primary Health Care" is the 
challenging goal adopted by the World 
Health Organization (WHO), an agen
cy of the United Nations, for the re
mainder of the last decade of the 20th 
century. The Baha'i International 
Community has agreed to undertake a 
number of programs in collaboration 
with WHO toward achieving this goal. 

Programs to be undertaken by the 
Baha'is include: 

• promotion among Baha'i com
munities worldwide of the 40th anni
versary of the World Health Organiza
tion and the 10th anniversary of the 
Alma-Alta Declaration on Primary 
Health Care; 

• encouragement to Baha'i commu
nities to incorporate primary health 
care in their educational efforts to pro
mote WHO's global strategy for health 
for all; 

• support by the seven Baha'i radio 
stations for WHO's global strategy for 
health for all and the global program 
on AIDS; 

• co-sponsorship with WHO of a 
public health association in Burkina 
Faso; 

• the promotion, translation, publi
cation and dissemination of health ed
ucation materials; 

• assistance by Baha'i community 
health workers in carrying out the pro
gram of immunization of the Ministry 
of Health of Kenya. 

At the end of 1991 a joint assessment 
will be made of the collaboration be
tween the Baha'i International Com
munity and the World Health Organi
zation. 

Nicaragua 
The National Baha'i Youth Commit

tee of Nicaragua recently organized an 
Arts Festival to raise money for the 
pediatrics ward of a hospital in the city 
of Jinotepe. 

About 300 people attended the three
hour festival which featured perform
ers from a variety of backgrounds. The 
event received considerable coverage 
from local radio, television and news
papers. 

Thailand 
Seventy-seven people attended this 

year's Baha'i summer school at Lam
pam Resort, Phattalung, Thailand. 

Following the sessions, a four-mem
ber teaching team from Malaysia 
found and enrolled II new Baha'is. 



Chile 

Radio Baha'i in Chile has been 
chosen as the primary vehicle for pub
licizing a government-sponsored devel
opment project. 

The project consists of bi-lingual lit
eracy classes for adults in Spanish and 
Mapuche. It is a joint effort between 
the station and the regional Ministry of 
Education. While the Ministry will 
provide materials, scripts and plan
ning, Radio Baha'i is responsible for 
taping and transmitting the broadcasts. 

Ten schools in five districts in the 
area will serve as liaisons between the 
station and students. Two rural Ma
puc he Baha'i schools are among those 
chosen to take part in the project. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Chile feels that being invited to help 
with this project is an indication of the 
recognition accorded by the Ministry 
of Education to the capacity of Radio 
Baha'i and the two Mapuche Baha'i 
schools. 

• 
Representatives of the National Spir

itual Assembly of Chile were among 
123 participants at a recent workshop 
on Health and Sexuality organized by 
CEPAL (Economic Commission for 
Latin America). 

Baha'is were able to mention the 
principles of the Faith, and their par
ticipation was noted in a report by 
ASONG (an association of non-gov
ernmental organizations). Eight Ba
ha'is attended the workshop. 

World Centre 
The Baha'i World Centre in Haifa, 

Israel, is one of six recipients of an 
award given by the Council for a Beau
tiful Israel. 

The award was presented during a 
ceremony May 6 at the Jerusalem res
idence of Israel's President, Chaim 
Herzog. It was given in recognition of 
the beauty of the Baha'i gardens and 
Holy Places in the Holy Land, which 
President Herzog hailed as "an inspi
ration to us all." 

Two 30-second news briefs were 
shown on Israeli television which 
featured the Shrine of the Bab and the 
Baha'i gardens and included an inter
view-with a member of the World Cen
tre staff. 

'Toward a New World Order' was the 
aim of more than 280 children, youth 
and adults from 15 countries who 
gathered last January 11-15 at the Cen
tro Arrayan Cultural Center in San
tiago for Chile's first International Ba
ha'r Youth Conference. Among those 
taking part were the Hand of the Cause 
of God William Sears, Counsellors 

Dominican Republic 
The Olinga Institute was opened 

March 18 in the Dominican Republic 
as groups of youth came for deepening 
institutes. One group of eight is study
ing to become future teachers at the in
stitute while another group of about 20 
is preparing to become teachers of Ba
ha'i children's classes. 

The institute came about after in
tense consultation between Counsellor 
Ruth Pringle, the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Dominican Republic, 
and members of the Auxiliary Board. 

Auxiliary Board member Jennifer 
Soldi has been chosen to serve as direc
tor of the Institute, and classes are 
presently being held in the home of 
Mrs. Heribertina Camacho Vda. Vinas 
in the town of Moca. 

The community of Moca and its 
Spiritual Assembly are working closely 
with the Institute, for example by ar
ranging housing for students in the 
homes of local Baha'is. 

Eloy Anello and Shapoor Monadjem, 
seven members of the National Spir
itual Assembly of Chile and all five of 
that country's Auxiliary Board mem
bers. Seven satellite teaching projects 
received the services of 40 young peo
ple following the conference, nine of 
whom have remained to complete a 
year of service in Chi/e. 

"This Institute is the piece we have 
been missing," said one member of the 
National Assembly. "Now, with this 
systematic deepening in place, we will 
begin to grow. . . ." 

Sri Lanka 
Nearly 1,300 people from rural areas 

of Sri Lanka received free dental care 
last May at dental camps run by Baha'i 
volunteers. The camps were organized 
by the Office of Social and Economic 
Development in Sri Lanka in coopera
tion with a Baha'i dental team from 
abroad. 

Dr. Faramarz Yiganeh, a dental sur
geon, and his wife, a dental nurse, 
worked with local Baha'is in each area 
in which a camp was opened. 

Publicity about the camps was pro
vided by four local newspapers. They 
were also mentioned on the Rupa
vahini television station and SLBC 
Radio. 
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World Centre 

Israel's President Herzog pays visit 

To National Spiritual Assemblies 
Dear Bahd'i Friends, 

The Universal House of lustice is pleased to share with 
the BahA'{ communities around the world news of the suc
cessful visit of the Head of State of Israel. His Excellency 
Chaim Herzog, President of the State of Israel, accom
panied by his-wife, Mrs. Aura Herzog, paid an official visit 
to the Baha'i World Centre on May 2S, 1989. The President 
and his wife came at the invitation of the Universal House 
of lustice and were received by the nine members at 10 a.m. 
on the steps of the Seat of the Universal House of lustice. 
This was Mrs. Herzog's first visit. Due to illness she had not 
accompanied her husband on his visit in October 1984, 
when he was the first Head of State to be received by the 
Universal House of lustice in its new Seat. 

After the President's party was greeted by the Hand of 
the Cause of God Ali-Akbar Furutan, tea was served in the 
Concourse of the Seat. The President was escorted to view 
models of the Arc and terraces and received an explanation 
of plans for future developments on \{ount Carmel from 
Fariburz Sahba. Both the President and \lrs. Herzog show
ed keen interest in the projects. 

A few weeks earlier, on May 7, \1,5. Herzog, as interna
tional President of the Council for a Beautiful Israel, had 
presented one of the 1989 Magshim -\wards w the Baha'i 
World Centre for its contribution to the beauritlcation of 
the country, in a gathering held at the residence of the Presi
dent. The President himself attended the function. This was 
historic recognition of the distinctive features of the beau
tiful gardens designed by Shoghi Effendi. 

At that time President Herzog add~essed the Baha'is in 
the presence of the other prize winners and more than 200 
guests, saying, "every place where :he Bahii'i(s) step you 
brought with you a special feeling a~-'::: sensitivity for beauty 
and aesthetics. The Centre in Haifa, which shortly I will vis
it again .... is one of the examples of the spirit of your 
Faith ... 

After viewing the models at the Seat, the President and 
his party, accompanied by the members of the House of 
lustice, walked through the Monument Gardens and visited 
the Shrine of the BAb. They then prOCeeded to Bahji, visited 
the Shrine of BaM'u'lliih, the Mansion. and sections of the 
gardens. The President and Mrs. Herzog, together with the 
mayor of 'Akkii, Eli de Castro, an-: \frs. de Castro, whc 
joined the party at the Mansion, as \\ e!1 as the members of 
the Universal House of lustice, the secretary-general and 
deputy secretary-general of the Baha'l International Com
munity and their spouses, had lunch together under the 

-- .... 

arches of the Mansion. 
Admiration for the beauty of the Baha'i gardens and 

buildings, compliments on the community service of the Ba
ha'IS, and gratitude for greetings received from Baha'i com
munities in the countries the President and \lrs. Herzog 
have visited were repeatedly expressed. A gift of a Persian 
miniature painting was given to the President and his wife, 
after which a special presentation of 50 Araucaria trees was 
made to Mrs. Herzog for the use of the Council for a Beau
ti ful Israel. 

In his concluding speech at the Mansion prior to his de
parture, the President particularly reiterated the pleasure of 
the State for the existence of the BahA'i World Centre here. 
and conveyed the good-will of the people of the country to 
BahA'is everywhere. 

Universal House of Justice 
Department of the Secretariat 

June I, 1989 
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United States 

Peace Fest '89: wow! 

-\~ a pa~l of their ongo:nf respome 
:he Si\ ~·c2.' PIa;, goa: :c increase 

".:-H; ir.\·~~l"~:T,e:-j: o! :h~ F~!::-_ ~:-. :he life 
of society, the Loui~ Gregory Baha'i 
Institute and WLGI Radio Bana'j in 
South Carolina warmly emr:-aced the 
local community September 15-17 with 
Peace Fest '89, a dynamic program of 
music. fellowshir and ::,~ayers for 
peace. 

As ha~ been the ca,e ,i:1Ce ,he firs: 
Pe2.Ce Fest f\.Jl.l: ~~·ec..~·~ ag,: .. --.:: ,.::.'j::er
piece was a Peace Conct~: ;;-;a1 iea
tured a heart-stirring perf o r;T.ance by 
the 18-member Baha'i Peace Or
:hestra. 

The concert, held Saturday evening 
at the new state-of-the-art Myrtle 
Beach High School auditorium, also 
included: 

• the presentation of the 1989 Peace 
Award to Dr. \\'illiam F. Gibson of 
Greenville, chairman of the National 

That's music to my ears, ' says saxo
phonist Marvin (Doc) Holladay, leader 
of the 18-member Baha'i' Peace Or
chestra, as trumpeter George Graham 
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Boa:: of Directo" of the ~aljc'r;c. 
As<;oc;a:ion for the Ad\ancemen: ':< 
CC)j(>re.: People (!\.'AA('P). ane ::, 
Am bassador A ward for H umani tariar. 
Service to Mrs. Juanita Dawes; 

• performances by the Greate: 1;-;· 

spirational Mass Choir of Horry Coun
ty and the Baha'i musical duo 
"Swan. " 

Peace Fest '89 began Friday evening 
with a Gospel Jubilee in Hemingway 2., 
whi,'t. lei of the bC~l go~rel choi~~ a:-,,:: 
singe.~ in the area ~hook the rafter~ <J: 
the \1itcheon Community Center for 
more than four hours. 

E\'en before the official opening. 
however. the Peace Orchestra anc 
Swan were in action, presenting a 
workshop Friday afternoon at Myrtle 
Beach High School for some 1,500 
young students from throughout the 
area. 

Other components of this year's 

solos during the gala Peace Concert 
held September 16 in Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina, as a part of the Louis 
Gregory Institute's Peace Fest '89. 

::~2,t Fe~; \\e~e a Talent Sho\\(a~e. 

. ~,: Sa:urca\ aflernoon a! :hc \1:1-
.. :-.-':~':-. '~-en~c~ ::-: Hemingv\zy: c.~~ i:1:e:--· 
:2.1:r, worship ~eryice, "Peace in the 
\\ orid." and the traditional closing 
:-:,ni, and ba~becue, both held on Sun
cay at the Gregory Institute. 

In honor of Peace Fest '89, the week 
,_: September 11-17 was proclaimed 
.. South Carolina Peace Week" by 
C'~'\. Carroll -\. Campbell Jr. 

_::~,ed !JClc.d;ng. dj~rupled power and 
:-:;:i;:j a:tendance to about 200, the 
:,a:urday evening (oncen was a mem
,yanle en?nt from any qandpoint with 
::ce Peace Orchestra in top form on its 
own and in a rousing gospel-flavored 
;'ll1ale with the Horry County choir. 

The concert was opened in marvel-

Dr. William F. Gibson, chairman of 
the National Board of Directors of the 
SAACP and recipient of the 1989 Ba
hd '( Peace A ward. 



Above: Ensemble work by the polished 
and precise Bahd'{ Peace Orchestra. 

ous style by vocalist Suzanne Swan and 
her husband, guitarist/vocalist 
Kingsley Swan, who recently moved 
from Rhode Island as homefront pio
neers to Griffin, Georgia. 

The Peace Award, given to an indi
vidual or group to honor a significant 
contribution to constructive social pro
gress and the peace and well-being of 
this nation and the world, was pre
sented to Dr. Gibson by Dr. William 
Smith, a Baha'i who is president of 
Comtel Communications. a video pro
duction company in \Iassachusctts. 

Dr. Smith, a native of Greenville, is 
a long-time friend of Dr. Gibson. 

In accepting the award, Dr. Gibson 
said, "I have been very fortunate to 
have received a number of honors and 
awards in my lifetime. 

"Tonight I say to you. and not mere
ly for the occasion, that 1 am more 
honored to receive this award than all 
the others I have received before." 

Dr. Gibson also spoke at the Sunday 
morning worship service, recalling the 
visit by 'Abdu 'I-BaM to the fourth an
nual Convention of the NAACP 
("friends, it took a lot of heart to visit 
the NAACP Convention in 1912") and 
praising the Baha'is for their devotion 
to the ideal of world peace. 

"Today," Dr. Gibson said in clos
ing, "I believe that 'these fruitless 
strifes, these ruinous wars shall pass 
away, and the Most Great Peace shall 

Below: Vocalist Suzanne Swan and her 
husband, guitarist/vocalist Kingsley 

come.' " 
The Ambassador Award, given to a 

iocal person or group for community 
service, was presented to Mrs. Dawes 
for her exemplary work with children. 
Since 1980 she has welcomed more 
than 40 foster children into her home. 

Appearing Friday evening at the 
Gospel Fest were Sister Sylvia Brown. 
the Andrews Community Choir, The 
Gospelettes. the District No. 1 Youth 
Choir, the True Peace Singers, the 
Temple Tones, the Singing Disciples of 

Swan, perform during the gala Peace 
Concert in Myrtle Beach. 

\[anning, Sam and the Exciting Linen 
Singers, the Rev. Gene Linen and the 
Dynamic Tones of Harmony, and the 
Sensational Brown Brothers. 

The Talent Showcase, which spot
lighted such local performers as the 
Upstage Children's Theatre, Rico and 
the Educators. and King Clyde, also 
featured performances by the South 
Carolina Baha'i Youth Workshop and 
by Ladjamaya Green and her son, 
Akeem, from the Green Acre Baha'i 
School. 
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The Peace Orchestra, which per
formed in August at the Baha'i Center 
in Los Angeles and is trying to raise 
money for an appearance in December 
at the West African BaM'i Music 
Festival in MonroYia, Liberia, was led 

Above: Taking solo turns with the 
Peace Orchestra are (left to right) Dean 
Betts, Jay Corre and George Graham. 
Below left: Trumpeter Roger Lewis 
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by baritone saxophonist Marvin (Doc) 
Holladay. 

Other members were saxophonists 
Jay Corre, Ernest Hensley, Roger Ho
gan and Pat Longo; trumpeters Dean 
Betts, George Graham, Greg Jves. 

gives some pointers to an aspiring 
young musician at the Louis Gregory 
Baha'( Institute. Below right: The 
Peace Orchestra and Greater Inspira-

Roger Lewis and Paul Seaforth; trom
bonists Brian Lambeth (bass), Charlie 
Lee. Ha~y Massoth and Vincent Win
nie: pianist Bob Rozario; drummer 
Sherman Ferguson; bassist Frank 
E<posilO; and guitarist Kingsley Swan. 

tional Mass Choir of Horry County 
combine to present a foot-stomping 
gospel/jazz finale to the Peace Con
cert. 

1 .--
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Brazil 

ZI Walker: 'We all loved her very much' 

This brief biographical sketch of ZI
marian Jeane Stoakley Walker, a mem
ber of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Brazil who died last July of cancer, 
was written for Baha'i News by her 
father-in-law, James Walker. 

• 
Zlmarian Jeane Stoakley Walker's 

list of accomplishments was long-and 
it was lifelong. 

At the age of 12 she pioneered with 
her family to Mississippi, at a time 
when it was dangerous merely to be 
black-and to be there. Her parents, 
Robert and Charles Ella Stoakley, be
gan teaching her, even at that tender 
age, how to love her way through the 
many kinds of difficulties she would 
face in life. In other words, they taught 
her how to be a Baha'C. 

She was a big sister to all of her 
younger brothers, but the important 
thing was that they were all Baha'is to
gether. They were truly a family of Ba
ha'is. 

Social and academic accomplish
ments? She had many, and from many 
places in the world. Perhaps most in
teresting to the reader would be her 
marriage to Robert Walker, a white 
American, at a time when, as she once 
jokingly observed, anywhere they 
moved-black neighborhood or 
white-they "integrated" it. 

She and Bob went to Bolivia, South 
America-high in the Andes moun
tains among the Quechua Indians-for 
research on his master's degree, and 
while there they planned to attend a 
conference at which Amatu'I-BaM 
Ruhiyyih Khanum was to speak. The 
bus went only as far as the town where 
Bob and ZI lived, so Mme. Rabbani 
blazed the trail the rest of the way in 
her Land Rover. ZI was unable to at
tend, but Bob walked the remaining 
distance. Mme. Rabbani, sorry that 
Zimarian had been unable to go, stop-

DR. ZLMARIAN S. WALKER 

ped on her way back and invited ZIon 
a two-week teaching trip through the 
Bolivian Andes. ZI accepted, thus be
ginning a friendship that lasted until 
ZI's death of cancer last July 9. Mas'lid 
Khamsi of the International Teaching 
Centre sent a cable on behalf of him
self and Amatu'I-Baha Ruhiyyih Kha
num, recalling that teaching trip and 
expressing their sorrow at Zl's passing. 

Bob earned his doctorate at about 
the same time as ZI, and since both of 
them were invited to teach graduate 
university courses in their respective 
educational specialties in Brazil, it be
came the perfect opportunity to pio
neer abroad for the Faith. So they be
gan pioneering in Brazil in the spring 
of 1974. 

The pioneer experience evolved into 
doing many different kinds of things 
for the Faith. ZI continued in her ca
pacity as a school teacher, in recent 
years at the well-known and well-re
spected Escola das Nacoes (School of 
the Nations) in Brasilia. This led, 
among a great many other things, to 
her becoming a widely recognized ex-

pert on the teaching of peace in the 
schools of the world. 

Both before and after she was elect
ed to serve on the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Brazil, she traveled far 
and wide, talking and teaching about 
peace and how to imbue our young 
people with the many and serious abil
ities to deal with building it. "The 
Promise of World Peace" provided a 
platform from which she spoke often, 
and several cables from peace organi
zations around the world, sorrowing at 
her passing, attest to the universality of 
her work. 

A member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Brazil pointed out that 
usually messages of condolence from 
the Universal House of Justice are ad
dressed to the family, but that its mes
sage regarding Dr. Walker sorrowed 
for the loss sustained by all of Brazil. 

Those who knew Zl well marveled at 
her great ease with life. Nothing ever 
ruffled her. She might have six people 
coming for a lunch-fireside, and a Ba
ha'i committee meeting in the morn
ing, and a Baha'i conference some
where for which the plane left at 4:30 
that afternoon, but she still found time 
to help someone with a little job that 
needed doing right now, or to listen 
sympathetically to one of her child
ren-or someone else's-and to be so 
relaxed about it that it seemed as 
though that were the only thing in the 
world that mattered at that moment. 

In Paris Talks, 'Abdu'I-BaM says: 
"This is worship: to serve mankind 
and to minister to the needs of the peo
ple. Service is prayer." 

At the time of her death in July, Zl's 
agenda was full through the end of Oc
tober. As Phil Cantor, one of her Ba
ha'i friends, said, "She lived until she 
died. " 

Dr. Zimarian Walker. We all loved 
her very much. 
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Guyana 

Third Caribbean Youth Conference 

August 11-14 was an historic time 
for the Baha'{ youth in the Caribbean 
as more than 220 people gathered at 
President's College, Golden Grove, 
Guyana, for the third Caribbean Ba
ha'{ Youth Conference. 

Young people from Guyana and 18 
other countries took part in the con
ference whose .special guests included 
Counsellors Robert Harris, Peter Mc
Laren and William Roberts. 

The conference theme was "We can 
make a difference, we can make a 
change." Among the many activities 
were dawn prayers, talks, discussions, 
workshops, teaching, and a memorial 
service for the Hand of the Cause of 
God Ugo Giachery who passed away in 
July. 

On Sunday, August 13, the main ad
dress was given by the Prime Minister 
of Guyana, the Hon. Hamilton Green. 

"You who have gathered here on 

The Hon. Hamilton Green, prime min
ister of Guyana, receives a standing 
ovation fol/owing his electrifying ad-
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this beautiful Sunday morning under 
the Baha'{ banner," he said, "have 
shown not only an awareness of what is 
taking place around you, but in a con
ference such as this, you signal, I be
lieve, a desire and a determination to 
discuss these issues and hopefully to be 
active participants in seeking solutions 
to the many problems which afflict 
mankind today. 

"In Guyana," the prime minister 
added, "we have ... become accus
tomed to the many laudable and 
worthwhile projects sponsored by the 
Baha'{s, and this conference is cer
tainly a forward and welcome step for 
the youth of the Caribbean." 

There is, he said, "still too much 
fighting and conflict (in the world) and 
not enough love and regard for one's 
neighbors ... 

"The Baha'{s, of course, see all the 
peoples of the world as belonging to 

dress August 13 at the third Caribbean 
Bahd'( Youth Conference at Presi
dent's Col/ege, Golden Grove, Guyana. 

one family. 
"You believe that all mankind are 

participants and members of a single 
family. For the solutions to all the 
problems I have identified, we need, I 
believe, to start with that excellent con
cept that we are all one family .... 

"I find sometimes that people who 
do good," said Mr. Green, "who be
lieve in this concept that you have, tend 
not to want to proselytize-not to want 
to sell themselves. Evil sells itself. 
Good must also sell itself. 

"Every one of you young people 
must set as your target, as a goal at the 
end of this conference, each day, each 
week, each month to persuade some of 
your colleagues, friends, workmates or 
those you come in contact with to 
move in the direction you have found. 

"I believe that thought and good 
ideas must lead to action. We must not 
be weak and stop at knowing what is 
good." 

Young people, the prime minister 
said, "have an urgent and enormous 
responsibility in discussing and sug
gesting solutions to the many problems 
which face us in an increasingly selfish 
and difficult world. I have a suspicion 
that this group will lead us in the right 
direction. 

"I urge that your deliberations be as 
practical as possible with workable 
plans and solutions coming out of 
those suggestions. And indeed if out of 
your proposals there is anything that 
this government or my ministry can do 
to further those ideas, I invite you to 
discuss them so that we can convert a 
paper into practical and purposeful 
resolution. 

"I \\ish your conference great suc
cess, and hope that the conclusions you 
reach \\ill be applied in order to im
prove our region and the lives of not 
only our young people but those in 
every corner of the globe. " 



p< 

Pictured are some of the more than 200 
young people from 18 countries who 
attended the third Caribbean Bahd'( 
Youth Conference last Augustll-U at 
President's College in Guyana. Among 
the highlights of the historic event was 
an address by the Hon. Hamilton 
Green, prime minister of Guyana. 
Special guests included Counsellors for 
the Americas Robert Harris, Peter Mc
Laren and William Roberts. 

Responding to the warm welcome he 
received, the prime minister invited 
about 20 of the youth to dinner at his 
home after the conference. The youth 
responded enthusiastically, and en
joyed an evening of dinner, discussion 
and a tour of the prime minister's pri
vate art collection. 

Conference participants sent a cable 
to the Universal House of Justice and 
received one in return. Other messages 
were received from Shridath S. Ram
phal, secretary-general of the British 
Commonwealth, and Roderick Rain
ford, secretary-general of the Carib
bean. 

Countries other tha.'1 Guyana repre
sented at the conference were Antigua, 
Barbados, Brazil, Canada, the Domin
ican Republic, Guadeloupe, Grenada, 
Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, S1. Lucia, 
St. Vincent, Suriname, Trinidad and 
Tobago, the United Kingdom, United 
States, Virgin Islands, and Venezuela. 

For the 16 members of the Carib
bean "Sparks of Peace" program, the 
conference represented the final leg of 
a teaching effort that began July 18 in 
Antigua, and they taught for a few 
days in Guyana before the event began. 

The conference inspired others from 
Guyana and other countries to take 
part in similar teaching efforts in com
munities throughout Guyana. 

Several of the young people took an 
active role as featured speakers at the 
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To the Universal House of Justice 
MORE THAN 200 BAHA'fs FROM 21 NATIONS SEND WARMEST 

LOVING GREETINGS FROM THIRD ANNUAL CARIBBEAN YOUTH 
CONFERENCE HOSTED BY DEARLY-LOVED GUYANESE BAHA'f 
COMMUNITY. THEIR HOSPITALITY, MUSIC AND 'CARMEL MIN
STRELS' LIFTED SPIRITS TO GREAT HEIGHTS. ALL PARTICI
PANTS DEEPLY GRATEFUL OUTPOURING OF LOVE, ENCOUR
AGEMENT, SUPPORT IN YOUR CONFERENCE MESSAGE. COUN
SELLORS HARRIS, McLAREN, ROBERTS INSPIRED YOUTH TO 
WALK PATHS OF TEACHING AND SERVICE WHILE THEY ARE 
YET YOUNG. 

IN HISTORIC, MOVING ADDRESS GUYANA'S PRIME MIN
ISTER, MR. HAMILTON GREEN, ELECTRIFIED CONFERENCE BY 
STRONGLY URGING YOUTH TO CARRY BAHA'u'LLAH'S MES
SAGE TO GREATER NliMBER OF CARIBBEAN YOUTH. QUOTING 
THE HOUSE OF JUSTICE HE STRESSED THE GREAT NEED FOR 
RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE, UNITY, MORALITY, AND PEACE, 
PLEDGING HIS GOVERNMENT'S PARTNERSHIP IN OUR EF
FORTS TO I~IPROVE SOCIETY. 

THE MOVEMENT OF YOUTH IN 'SPARKS OF PEACE' PROJECT 
PRODUCED POWERFUL BONDS AFFECTION AND ENDURING 
FRIENDSHIPS. WE PRAY THIS MAY SERVE AS A MODEL OF 
HOPE AND OPTIMISM TO ENTIRE REGION- BREAKING BAR
RIERS OF SUSPICION AND PREJUDICE-OPENING WAY FOR 
MANY COOPERATIVE PROJECTS AMONG THESE NATIONS. 

AS WE OFFER OUR SOLEMN PLEDGES OF SERVICE TO BAHA'
U'LLAH, WE BEG YOUR PRAYERS THAT EACH ONE OF US WILL 
HELP THIS GENERATION ACHIEVE ITS DESTINY. THAT WE CAN 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE AND CHANGE THE FUTURE FOR MASSES 
OF CARIBBEAN YOUTH. 

Youth Conference, Guyana 
August ll-U, 1989 
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Office of the Commonwealth Secretary-General 
Marlborough House, Pall Mall, London 
Message to the Third Caribbean Bahd'f Youth Con
ference on World Peace 

The quest for peace is age-old, but today there are 
special opportunities for peace which young people in 
particular can help the world to grasp. The closer rela
tions which have developed recently between East and 
West, and the disarmament agreements which have fol
lowed, hold out the prospect of ultimate removal of the 
threat of nuclear destruction which has held the whole 
of humankind to ransom. The prospects for peace 
throughout the world are thereby immeasurably im
proved. At the same time, there is a growing passion for 
democracy within many countries, met in some cases 
with accommodation but in others with renewed repres
sion. The strength of the thirst for freedom is a cause 
for hope, but so long as it is unsatisfied, there can be no 
enduring peace. 

For, as the teachings of the Baha'{ community rightly 
proclaim, we live in one world, and share one common, 
inseparable humanity; and peace, like humanity, is in
divisible. There can be no true peace while the evil of 
racism, institutionalized by the apartheid regime of 
South Africa, mocks the reality of our common human
ity. There can be no true peace while, in a world of plen
ty enjoyed by the few, so many millions of the world's 
people are oppressed by absolute poverty and haunted 

conference including Enrique Beust of 
Brazil ("The conditions of the world 
and how we can influence or change 
them"); Ganesh Ramsahai of Trinidad 
("Youth as agents of change"); Ju
liana Augiste Day of S1. Lucia ("The 
Covenant and the youth"); Shane Et
zenhouser of the U.S. ("What is the 
Baha'{ youth movement?"); and Ter
rance Simmons of Guyana ("The time 
is now-can we afford a moment's hes
itation?"). -

In smaller groups the young people 
discussed such topics as moral chal
lenges facing youth, substance abuse, 
marriage and family life, employment 
and careers for youth, and prayer and 
teaching. 

Evenings were given over to enter
tainment and special events such as the 
showing of a slide program on con
struction of the terraces and Arc on 
Mount Carmel. 

by the spectres of disease and starvation. There can be 
no true peace while the thoughtless destruction of our 
global environment impedes all progress toward sustain
able development. 

True peace, though it will come, can come only with 
great and continuous human effort. The answer to these 
problems is surely a world order of global management 
and collective security founded on the rule of enforce
able law world-wide. A start has been made toward the 
establishment of this new order, but such a profound 
change will only come about if first there is a change in 
human hearts. The governance of our global affairs 
must be based not on old instincts of selfishness and 
separation but on a new ethic-an ethic of human soli
darity. In achieving this, the influence of the world's re
ligious leaders and thinkers is crucial. 

The many obstacles to world peace are not reasons 
for despondency but rather calls for action-especially 
to young people everywhere. We have urgent need of 
their energy and their faith. They know better than their 
elders that the world is one and how much it yearns for 
peace. They must help us all to join in a partnership to 
save it. Only thus can the gift of peace be secured and 
handed on to their world of the 21 st century and be
yond, the world of tomorrow. 

.f> 

Shridath S. Ramphal 
Secretary-General of the Commonwealth 

June 8, 1989 

~,- ... 

Leisure-time activities included 
dance sessions conducted by Rena 
Robinson, aerobics classes led by 
Frank Robinson, and non-competitive 
games introduced by Carl Henlow, all 
of whom are from the U.S. 

Youth representatives from the Carib
bean Islands extend warm greetings to 
the Hon. Hamilton Green, prime min
ister of Guyana (second from left), 

on August at 
the third Caribbean Bahd'{ Youth Con
ference at President's Col/ege, Golden 
Grove, Guyana. 
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Canada 

ADS holds 14th annual Conference 

Above: Louise Profeit-Leblanc ad
dresses the Conference. Below; The 
friends discuss issues raised in the 
plenary sessions. 

--=~~-.., 

"Full Partnership: An International 
Conference on the Equality of Women 
and Men" was the theme of the 14th 
annual Conference of the Association 
for Baha'i Studies. 

The Conference, which drew nearly 
800 people including many scholars 
and artists who are striving to promote 
Baha'u'llah's message of the equality 
of the sexes, was held September 15-17 
at the Irvine Hilton and Towers in Ir
.,ine, California. 

In her welcoming address, Coun
sellor for the Americas Jacqueline 
Deiahunt reminded her audience that 
the equality of women and men already 
exists, because, she said, "Baha'u'llah 
decreed that they are equal; however, 
the realization and establishment of 
this equality in our evolving social 
8rder remains to be achieved. 

"The purpose of achieving the rec
ognition of equality (of the sexes) is 

---

that humankind cannot reach its full 
potential without it." 

Co-chairing the Conference with 
Counsellor Delahunt was Judge Dor
othy W. Nelson, chairman of the U.S. 
National Spiritual Assembly. 

In her opening statement, Judge 
Nelson gently prompted those present 
to remember that the worldwide Baha'i 
community is a workshop in which 
men and women from diverse back
grounds strive to put the concept of 
equality into practice. 

The keynote address, "Full Partner
ship: Prerequisite to Human Pro
gress," was given by Dr. Robert C. 
Henderson, secretary of the U.S. :-.ia
tional Spiritual Assembly. 

"Let us dedicate this weekend," he 
said, "to the furtherance of our under· 
standing of all the ways in which we 
-:an make advances in this strug
gle ... ,Let us open our minds and our 
hearts to new possibilities, explore new 
alternatl,'-;", ~o that this conference is 
productive ot more than expanded [,1-

tellectual understanding, but will pro
duce changes in our lives that will lead 
to ... full partnership." 

Other speakers at the plenary ses
sions included Riane Eisler, co-founder 
of the Center for Partnership Studies; 
Louise Profeit-Leblanc, chairman, and 
Dr. Hossain Danesh, secretary of the 
Nationai Spiritual Assembly of Ca
nada; and Baha'f scholar/authors Ba
hiyyih Nakhjavani and Dr. Gwen E;
ter-Lewis. 

Also, Dr. David Young of Grants 
Pass, Oregon, presented a paper by Dr. 
John Hatcher of the University of 
South Florida who was unable to at
tend the Conference. 

In her talk, "Equal Partnership Be
tween Women and Men: Foundations 
for a World Peace," Mrs. Eisler ex
plored the human potential for part
nership relations in society, especially 
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Above left: Conference co-chairman 
Judge Dorothy W. Nelson, chairman 
of the U.S .. ""ational Spiritual Assem-

among women and men, contrasting it 
with the "dominator mode" from 
which humanity is slowly emerging. 

"The way a society structures the 
most fundamental of all relationships, 
that between women and men," she 
said, "not only impacts directly our 
personal lives but impacts everything 
about a social system-institutions, 
family, politics-determining whether 
that system is peaceful or war
like .... " 

Dr. Etter-Lewis' ta:k, "Early Black 
Women in the Professions: A Model 
for Full Partnership," illustrated the 
inspirational effect of Baha'i principles 
on some of the first black Baha'i wom
en in America. 

Plenary sessions included perfor
mances by a number of talented artists 
including dramatists Deborah Chicurel 
Con ow, Susan Lyons, Muhtadia Rice 
and Freddie deGruy, and musicians 
Kelly Khademi, Lorenzo Tappano, Ja
mie Heath, Kiu and Keely Haghighi, 
Farhang Sharif and Tim McClain. 

A wide variety of workshops looked 
at the issue of sexual equality from 
many angles, some in group discus
sions and some by the presentation of 
papers on the topic. 
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bly. Above right: Playtime during the 
children's session. Below: Dr. Richard 
Thomas (left of center, holding book; 

Also included were special programs 
for the more than 30 children and 30 
youth who attended the Conference. 

Before the official opening of the 
Conference on Friday evening, Sep
tember 15, a full day of professional 
interest seminars was held. 

Meeting a! those seminars were 
members of the Baha'i Agricultural In
stitute, Baha'i Institute for the Arts. 
and Baha'i Institute for Emironmental 

chairs a day-long seminar on Intercul
tural Issues which preceded the annual 
Conference of the Association. 

Design. 
Other seminars covered business and 

economics, consultation and conflict 
resolution, education, intercultural is
sues, marriage and family, the study of 
religion, and science and technology 
and the philosophy of science. 

On Thursday, a day-long meeting of 
the Baha'i International Health Agen
cy was focused on "Women's Issues in 
Health." 



a 

Among the speakers at the Associa
tion's 14th annual Conference were 

On Saturday ~\~:\l~l;? ~~(0g:,.::: 

was made of :t:.~ ic: ,'.: .::.i": ·.v,-':: 
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• .-\nn B2\· ~ 
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• Kerry H~l~~ ",: 9,(1;: 

the Advancerr:e::: 'Jt Civiiiz;LL'r. 
• Robert R;)'A~nfeld and \ (:.::!ac: 

Bahfyyih Nakhjavan( (left photo) and 
Dr. Gwen Etter-Lewis. 

\\inger-Bearskin. "Principles 0f Con
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Canada's second 
Festival of Arts 
a great success 

"Invitation '89," Canada's 
second Baha'i National Festival 
of the Arts held August 10-13 at 
Bishop's University in Lennox
ville, Quebec, was labeled an out
standing success by that coun
try's National Spiritual Assem
bly. 

With featured appearances by 
Seals & Crofts, Doug Cameron, 
Jack Lenz, Bernard Gosselin, 
Nancy Ward and other well
known performers, the con
ference included many other ar
tists in the fields of music, 
drama, dance, gymnastics, ar
chitecture, fashion design and the 
visual arts. 

Performances were held simul
taneously in several theatres; ex
hibits were presented in a number 
of buildings; and a crafts fair and 
book store were set up at the Fes
tival. 

Presentations, which were 
made i:1 English and French, 
drew a number of non-Baha'i 
guests. A children's festival was 
also held, and children took part 
in some of the events on the main 
qage. 

Other highlights inciuded pre
sentations by American Indians, 
a panel of artists speaking on the 
creative process, and "Mid-Sum
mer Noon," a drama about the 
life of the Bab. 

As an expression of apprecia
tion to the university, the Baha'is 
planted a peace garden consisting 
d a circle of nine crabapple trees 
with a row of day lilies on an axis 
:narking the points of sunrise and 
suns~t. 

A number of Baha'is from the 
L'. S. attended and/or performed 
in the Festival, which is spon
~ored by the National Spiritual 
.-\ssembly and Baha'i .-\rts Coun
cii of Canada as a part of the 
country's Six Year Plan. 

Next summer's event will be 
held in one of Canada's Central 
or Western provinces. 
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The world 

Peace Moves '89 Conference in Madrid 

The third "Pea~e \10\e~ '89 J\.(
gional European Youth Co::ferenc(" 
Wa5 held las! Juiy 20-:;~ if \1ad~ij. 

Spain, with about 700 people from 26 
countries on four continents present to 
make this the largest gathering of Ba
M'is ever held in that country. 

Among the special guests were 
Counsellor Sohrab Youssefian, mem
bers of three National Spiritual As
semblies, and six A uxiliary Board 
members. 

The gathering v..'c..~ ~~~~;:u;;.lly .:;;~~ f
ed by a message to Baha'i youth if< Eu
rope from the Baha'j youth of Iran 
which expressed the longings 0: the 
youth in the Cradle of the Faith to 
serve the Cause and included a gift and 
message to those at the conference. 
The gift was their "hope for divine 
confirmations," their message that 
their "hopeful eyes are fixed on you. 
and we are eagerly awaiting the glad 
tidings emanating from your efforts to 
spread the Divine Civilization in thi5 
turbulent world .... " 

Seven new believers were enrolled 
during the conference, after which 100 

Cameroon 
During "Youth Week" last Febru

ary at the Higher Teachers Training 
College in Yaounde, Cameroon, the 
Bana 'f University Club held a round
table conference on "The Role of 
Youth in a World in Search of Peace." 

This is the second year in which the 
Baha'i Club has sponsored such a con
ference as a public forum for consulta
tion on an issue related to youth. Last 
year's theme was "African Youth Fac
ing the Challenges of Modern Soci
e!y ... 

This year's speakers included Dr. 
Ekema Agbaw, lecturer at the Cniver
sity of Yaounde; Dr. Boyomo Assala, 
sub-director of the Ministry of lnfor-
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More than 700 Baha'is from 26 COUl,

tries took part luzv 20-23 in {he thire! 
'Peace .\1oves '8y' regional Ez.;ropear. 
Youth Conference in Madrid. Spai.>: 

volunteers traveled to about a dOze=-: 
cities to help projects organized by the 

mation and Culrure: Dr. Peter Ag\o: 
Tabi, director of the Institute 0: J me:
national Relations; and Dr. Dio" 
"Igute, deputy general manage~ of ::-:' 
National Center for Administfa,io~ 

and Magistracy. 
Besides helping to develop reratio:;

with these and other prominent mer.;
bers of the community and educatiI;f 
the public about this important issue. 
the conference resulted in the publica
tion of 7WO nev.·spaper artlcle~. 

• 
:!foon a:-e holding regula; chi;d~e~ 

classes. As a result, "i14 children he:';: 
been registered as Baha'is with l'lt " "'

tional Education Committee. 

The young people shown here were 
aniong the many talented youth who 
had a chance to entertain and serve at 
! he conference. 

~ational Teaching Committee of 
Spain. 

Singapore 
Representatives of the ~ational Spir

itual Assemblies of Hong Kong, Singa
pore and Malaysia met June 17-18 in 
Singapore to consuil on Chinese teach
ing in that area. 

Also taking part were Counsellors 
Rose Ong and Shantha Sundram as 
well as representatives of the Interna
tional Chinese Teaching Committee 
and the Continental Pioneer Commit
'et for Asia. 

,!j :-:-Jessage ~;-0m the meeting read in 
:'0.;:: ... "ow i~ the time tC' intensify and 
ur!if~ our efforts. We are resolved to 
unleash a nev. spiritual energy in our 

, regIOn. 



s 

Macau/China 
At RiQvan the Hand of the Cause of 

God Arnatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum 
represented the Universal House of 
Justice at the first National Baha'i 
Convention in Macau. Following that 
historic event she made a special trip to 
mainland China where she visited a 
number of cities' including Beijing; 
Ulan Bator, capital of the People's Re
public of Mongolia; Shanghai, and Da
lian. 

While in Beijing, the Hand of the 
Cause showed slides of her "Green 
Light Expedition" to South America 
to 27 prominent Chinese guests. 

In Ulan Bator, she gave lectures 
about her travels and about world 
peace to students of English at a uni
versity. She later remarked that "Mon
golians are a singularly fine, very im
pressive, talented and upright, dis
tinguished people." 

On May 22 Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih 
Khanum traveled to Shanghai where 
she stayed for five nights, dining in the 
horne of the dean of the Department of 
Foreign Languages at a prominent uni
versity and attending a concert that in
cluded a performance by one of Chi
na's better-known vocalists. Afterward 
the Hand of the Cause met the singer, 
whom she was happy to see again dur
ing another part of her journey. 

She was in Beijing on June 4 when a 
student demonstration for democracy 
created considerable turbulence in !h<;! 
area. Continuing on to Dalian, she 
again presented slides of the "Green 
Light Expedition" and met with a 
number of prominent people from the 
area before returning on June 14 to 
Macau via Hong Kong. 

The Hand of the Cause met with the 
National Spiritual Assemblies of both 
countries to discuss the teaching work 
there. 

Republic of Ireland 
On March 24-27, more than 65 

young people from the Republic of Ire
land, the United Kingdom, other Euro
pean countries and the Baha'i World 
Centre attended the first A11- Ireland 
Youth Spring School in Closkelt, 'or
them Ireland. 

In anticipation of the establishment 
of the European Baha'i Youth Coun
cil, and stirred by the new vision en
kindled by a growing European iden-

The Hand of the Cause of God Ama
lu'I-Bahd Ruhiyyih Khdnum visits pri
mary school students at the School of 

.'vIembers of a Baha'l teaching team in 
,'vIacau enroll a new believer during in
tensive teaching efforts last May. The 
team was composed of a local Baha'I; a 

.. ""'-
...... r_.Ac~ 4., .. j - ... 

the Nations during her visit to Macau 
last May. Children from 19 countries 
attend the school. 

pioneer to Macau, and a traveling 
teacher from Malaysia. A second local 
resident (right) surveys the scene with 
interest. --------------------------------------------

tity, the youth enthusiastically con
sidered the role of their generation in 
the unfolding Plan of God, and many 
pledged to take part in summer teach
ing projects. 

The spirit of the occasion was raised 
by the presence of representatives from 
the Continental Board of Counsellors 
and the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Republic of Ireland. 

St. Vincent/Grenadines 
Songs and prayers were among the 

highlights of a "Teen Teacher" train
ing insitute held last July 22-23 at the 
Baha'i National Center in St. Vincent. 

Twelve junior youth attended the in
stitute, which was designed to prepare 
them to teach Baha'i children's classes. 
Half of those attending have volun
teered to help start children's classes in 
their communities. 
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India 
A recent teaching campaign in O'vel

Iy, Tamil Nadu, India, has led to the 
enrollment of 400 new believers in that 
area. Meanwhile, in Karaikal, further 
teaching and consolidation has resulted 
in the enrollment of 237 new believers. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
India sent representatives to two gath
erings in New Delhi that were held to 
observe World 'Environment Day. 

The first, held June 3 at the CSIR 
Science Centre, was organized by the 
Indian Institute of Environmental 
Studies and was chaired by Pram Kir
pal, former secretary of the Ministry of 
Education and present chairman of the 
executive board of UNESCO. The Ba
ha'i representative was Mrs. Rashmi 
Dhindsa. 

The other observance, held June 5 at 
the India National Centre, was planned 

United Kingdom 

This photograph appeared in a local 
newspaper following a clean-up project 
last May along a main road on the edge 
of Londonderry by young Baha'is 

Members of the Baha'f community 
of Northern Ireland were instrumental 
in forming a local chapter of "Men of 
the Trees," an international society for 
the planting and protection of trees 
that was founded by a Baha'i, Richard 
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by the United Nations Office in Delhi 
and the Indian National Trust for A~t 
and Cultural Heritage. 

The Baha'I representative at this 
meeting. whose topic was defo~es:3-
tion, was Ali Merchant who presented 
an outline of Baha'i-sponsored affor
estation projects at the Rabbani School 
in Gwalior and the New Era Develop
ment Institute in Panchgani. 

After the meeting, several )ournalists 
approached Mr. !\1erchant for info;-
mation about the Baha'i projects for 
inclusion in their articles. 

• 
Despite hot and humid weather. the 

Baha'i House of Worship in Bahapur. 
India, drew more than 200,000 visitors 
in June. During weekends the number 
of visitors ranged from 10,000 to 
15,000 a day. 

An officer in the Indian Peace Keep-

from all over Northern Ireland. The 
youth later received a letter of thanks 
from the city's mayor. 

S1. Barbe Baker. 
The Northern Ireland branch of the 

society took a:l immediate decision to 

offer to plant trees on school prop
erties and follow up with classroom 
visits. 

ing Force serving in Srj Lanka learned 
,,-bout the Faith while working with 
some United ~ations officials. During 
:-::~ visit to the Temple he said, "For a 
:-:-.2.;1 who is always living under gun
:-:;-e, this breeze of peace, although ex
;:,erienced for a few moments only, has 
:ouched my heart. I have to go back, 
but now I must find out what this new 
Teacher has brought for an ailing hu
:-:-:2.nity, .. 

He carried back with him a Baha'i 
7ayer book and a copy of Bahd'u'/Idh 
':'iC ;he Ne .... Era. 

Alaska 
Carol Krein, a Baba'l from Ancho

rage, Alaska, was honored recently for 
her work with the Anchorage School 
District as "Carol Krein Day" was 
celebrated at Elmendorf Air Force 
Base where ~he began an enrichment 
;--og;am for school lhildren last year. 

The program, which consisted of a 
series of Saturday morning mini
.:-o:.!;-ses which she organized for stu
dents from three schools on the base 
once every nine weeks, was so success
ful that 250 children chose to take part. 

Ms. Krein has been recognized for 
her volunteer work on many fronts. 
For example. she won a trip to Wash
ington, D.C., for her work as Volun
teer State Coordinator of the National 
Energy Education Development 
(~r:ED) project which involves enlist
ing school districts and teachers to 
develop leadership training and energy 
conservation programs for students. 

While in Washington she received 
further recognition for her work as 
volunteer coordinator of NEED when 
Alaska won an award as the "Most Im
proved Program" in energy conserva
tion education due largely to her ef
forts. 

Western Caroline Islands 
After several unsuccessful attempts 

to air Baha'i video tapes on local tele
vision. Baha'is in the Western Caroline 
Islands finally obtained permission to 
,no\\ "Mona with the Children." 
Since it was broadcast, four more Ba
ha' i-sponsored programs have been 
shown, all of which have received fa
\orable response from the public. 



Guyana 
Dr. Abdul-~tissagh Ghadirian visit

ed Guyana in April as part of a seven
country tour of Central and South 
America he undertook in cooperation 
with the Continental Board of Coun
sellors in the Americas. 

Dr. Ghadirian, a professor at ~cGill 
University and senior psychiatrist at 
the Royal Victoria Hospital in Mon
treal, Canada, is a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Canada, 
author of the book In Search of Nir
vana and a consultant to the Baha'i In
ternational Community at the United 
Nations. 

In Guyana, his itinerary was planned 
by Baha'is appointed by the National 
Spiritual Assembly with help from the 
National Coordinating Council on 
Drug Education, which is the govern
ment's appointed agency concerned 
with all issues relating to the preven
tion of drug abuse. 

Dr. Ghadirian visited with Prime 
Minister Hamilton Green; the Guyan
ese Minister of Health, Dr. Noel Black
man; and Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
W. Gobin, all of whom expressed their 
appreciation for Baha'i efforts in the 
field of medicine and drug abuse. 

From April 7-11, Dr. Ghadirian pre
sented six lectures on topics that in-

Cayman Islands 

Pictured are some of the Baha'IS from 
Canada, the Caribbean and the United 
States who attended the first Baha'z' 
summer school in the Cayman Islands. 
Among the topics studied at the 

7 

Dr. Abdul Missagh Ghadirian (left), a 
Baha'I' from Canada, pays a courtesy 
call on Suriname's Minister of Health, 
Dr. H. Alimohamed, during Dr. Gha-

eluded "Drugs and the Mind," "Drug 
and Alcohol Abuse Among Children 
and Teen-Agers," and "Stress and 
Substances Abuse Among Profes-

school, which was held June 30-July 3, 
were: The Majesty of the Faith, the 
Covenant, Living the Life, Consulta
tion, and Marriage and Family Life. 

dirian's recent seven-nation visit to 
share the Baha'( teachings about sub
stance abuse and its prevention. 

sionals. " 
His visit was covered by the press, 

and a 3D-minute interview was broad
cast on the national radio station. 

Switzerland 
A memorial exhibit iIi honor ot Dr. 

Auguste Forel, a Swiss physician and 
social reformer who was one of the 
first Baha'is in that country, was dis
played April lO-May 12 at Geneva's 
Centre Medical Universitaire. 

The exhibit was organized under the 
auspices of the University of Zurich. 

Among the items displayed was a 
Tablet from 'Abdu'\-BaM to Dr. 
Fore!. Another was Dr. Forel's will, in 
which he affirmed his belief in the Ba
ha'i Faith. The explanatory notes in 
the display case read: 

"In 1921, Auguste Forel wrote that 
'the Baha'i Faith is the real religion for 
the good of mankind, and it is devoid 
of all dogmas. clergy and priests. It 
brings together all the peoples who live 
on this small planet Earth. I have be
come a Baha'i, and I hope that this re
ligion will endure, and be victorious. 
This is my highest wish.' ". 
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Philippines 
As a part of her recent visit to the 

Far East, the Hand of the Cause of 
God Amatu'I-Baha Ruhiyyih KMnum 
made a 33-day stop in the Philippines. 
Her itinerary there included interviews 
with the news media, meetings with 
government officials, lectures at uni
versities, and five regional BaM'i con
ferences. 

She arrived in Manila on July 8 and 
spent about two weeks in the capital 

Ecuador 
To help celebrate Naw-Ruz this year, 

Radio Baha'i in Ecuador sponsored a 
"Marathon for Unity." In the spirit of 
the ancient Inca empire, runner-mes
sengers left the Baha'i radio station to 
spread the message of unity. 

Eight messengers started, each carry
ing copies in Quechua of a summary of 
"The Promise of World Peace" and a 
booklet in Spanish entitled "EI Ca
mino Grande de Baha'u'Ilah" (BaM'
u'Ilah's Great Path). 

The runners passed through 45 com
munities, and in each one they were 
joined by more runners. By the end of 
the marathon the group was 200 
strong. 

Progress of the marathon was 
broadcast throughout the day on 
Radio Baha'i. The program ended at 8 
p.m. with a performance by eight local 
folk music groups. 

• 
The Raul Pav6n Baha'i School in 

Otavalo, Ecuador, cOlltinues to uphold 
its reputation for providing an excel
lent education. The number of students 
increased by 28 over the past year, 
bringing the total enrollment to 130. 
Most notable was an increase in the 
number of Indian students. 

Jamaica 
The Baha'is of Jamaica recently 

celebrated the 14th anniversary of their 
radio program, "Baha'i World Uni
ty," which is broadcast every Thursday 
at 11 p.m. on Radio Jamaica. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Jamaica commended the committee 
that is largely responsible for this im
portant achievement. 
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city discussing issues related to peace 
with women's groups and universi:y 
students. She also presented a t a] k, 
"Peace and Ecology," at the Wo~jd 
Peace Congress in Manila. 

Also in the capital, she was recej\ ed 
by the Chief Justice of the Philippines. 
Marcello Fernan, and the Speaker of 
the Senate, Jovito Salonga. 

More than 1,000 believe;~ frC'IT: 2.:
most 100 localities )oined the Hane 0;-

Zaire 
Three conferences on "The Missior: 

of Baha'u'lIah" were held last July in 
Zaire to discuss the empowerment of 
women and their spiritual destiny. 

In Fizi, nearly 5,000 people, some of 
whom had to walk 800 kilometers :0 
attend, joined representatives of 1-4 
local Spiritual Assemblies at the con· 
ference. In Mwenga. j .60(\ BahE- ';;. 
from 35 Assemblies gathered. while ;u 
Bukavu the conference was covered b: 
four radio and newspaper repor!e~s 
and attended by dignitaries including 

Italy 
About 600 young people from 20 

countries gathered last July 13-17 2: 
the European Baha'i Youth Confer
ence in San Marino, Italy. 

Among those attending were Coun
seIlor Sohrab Youssefian and members 
of the National Spiritual Assemblies 
and Auxiliary Boards from Italy and 
the United Kingdom. EspeciaIly ap
preciated was the participation of 43 
young Baha'is from Turkey. 

The conference was co-sponsored by 
the Ministry of Education and Culture 
in San Marino in coIlaboration with 
the State Tourist Bureau and was of
ficially opened by the Minister of 
Education and Culture. Another 
special guest speaker was the Minister 
of Transport and Communications, 
Tourism and Sports. The opening cere
mony was carried on San Marino state 
television. 

Six newspaper articles were publish
ed in San Marino's most popular new'
paper before and during the con fe
ence, augmenting the 7,700 invitation< 
sent to heads of families residing in the 
Republic. Also, a number of copies of 

the Cause at five regional conferences 
held in San Jose, Mindoro; Cagayan de 
Oro, !\1indanao; Cebu City, Baguio, 
and Manila. 

In Cagayan de Oro, Amatu'l-Baha 
Ruhlyyih Khanum was met by the 
mayor and governor of the state and 
held a large press conference attended 
by 2i journalists and publishers. The 
meeting lasted for three hours and in
:luded an exceptionally friendly dis
'::JssiOi: of the Faith. 

the mayor, the regional secretary for 
women's affairs, and other high-rank
mg local government officials. 

The conferences were organized by 
CounseIlors Beatrice Azare, Edith Se
noga. Lally Warren and Hizzaya His
sani. Other topics covered besides the 
\1ission of Baha 'u 'Ilah included the 
R!q\af; me~sage fro!TI the Universal 
H.ouse of Justice, the Covenant, the 
Administrative Order, the equality of 
men and women, youth and service, 
and the Arc Fund. 

the peace statement were distributed 
during a joyful afternoon that began 
w!th the release of 500 balloons from 
San !\1arino's main square. 

Consultation at the conference was 
centered on the individual's commit
ment to teaching. 

In the name of the late Hand of the 
Cause of God Ugo Giachery, the Ital
ian youth announced the initiation of 
an Arc Fund Project designed to moti- -
vate participants at the conference to 
return home as ambassadors of the 
Cause in order to obtain outstanding 
success for the Arc Fund and to spear
head campaigns for the maturation of 
Baha'i communities. 

During the conference, five young 
people were inspired to enroIl in the 
Faith. 

Chile 
A recent teaching campaign among 

the !\1apuche Indian people of rural 
Chile resulted in the enroIlment of 68 
people in only 20 days. 



Australia 
Baha'is took part early this year in a 

World Assembly in Melbourne, Aus
tralia. The conference, sponsored by 
the World Conference on Religion and 
Peace (WCRP), brought together 600 
delegates and observers from 60 coun
tries representing 10 religions to discuss 
peace issues from the perspective of 
their various cultural and religious 
backgrounds. 

Representing the Faith were John 
Davidson of the Baha'i International 
Community; Graham Hassall, a mem
ber of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Australia; Tahana Waipouri-Voy
kovic from the National Spiritual As
sembly of New Zealand and WCRP of 
New Zealand; Martin and Barbara 
Kleyne and their daughter Chantal 
from the WCRP of Holland; and 
Miguel Gil and Vafa Payman from the 
Multi-Faith Resource Center in Mel
bourne. 

The World Assembly in Melbourne 
was the fifth such gathering held by the 
WCRP since its formation in the late 
196Os. Its theme was "Building Peace 
Through Trust: The Role of Religion." 

• 
A· special prayer service for China 

and world peace was held June 11 at 
the Baha'i House of Worship in Syd
ney, Australia. 

Prayers were recited in English and 
Chinese. Of the more than 250 people 
who attended, about 60 were of Chi
nese origin. 

Among the special guests were Joy 
Stevenson, a Counsellor member of the 
International Teaching Centre in 
Haifa; Counsellors Kamran Eshragian 
and Violette Haake; and Helen Sham
Ho, a member of the New South Wales 
legislative council. 

All of the Chinese guests were given 
copies of the peace statement. 

The service was announced in two 
Chinese-language newspapers, the 
Australian Chinese Daily and Sing 
Tao. resulting in at least 10 inquiries 
afterward. 

• 
Mrs. Ann Stark, representing the 

Baha'i community of Tasmania, at
tended a civic reception given last May 
26 by the city of Hobart, Tasmania, to 

welcome the newly appointed gover
nor-general of Australia, Bill Hayden. 

Venezuela 

'Play Jazz for Peace' was the theme of 
a free outdoor concert/exhibit held last 
June 18 in Caracas. Venezuela. Chris 
Keller, a pianist and Bahd'{ traveling 
teacher from the United States, 
brought together a group of profes
sional musicians who performed music 
inspired by the concept of peace. More 
than 400 people attended the concert 
(above) held in conjunction with a 

Zimbabwe 
Almost 125 children attended a con

ferellce last June 4 hosted by the Ba
ha'is of Windsor Estate, Zimbabwe. 

The purpose of the event was to in-

peace exhibit by the BaM 'l community 
of Caracas. The display (below) fea
tured photographs illustrating the 
peace theme as well as posters with 
quotations from the Sacred Writings. 
One hundred-seventy of those who saw 
the display signed a document entitled 
'My Promise for Peace' which express
es one's personal commitment to the 
process of achieving world peace. 

traduce children from different i1. 

to one another. Included on the pr;)
gram were stories, songs, games and a 
quiz. 
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World Centre 

New guidance on Nineteen Day Feast 

To the Followers of Baha'u'llah 
Dear Baha'i Friends, 

The Nineteen Day Feast, its frame
work, purpose and possibilities, have 
in recent years become a subject of in
creasing inquiry among the friends. It 
occupied much of the consultation at 
the sixth International Baha'i Conven
tion last year, and we feel the time has 
come for us to offer clarifications. 

The World Order of Baha'u'llah en
compasses all units of human society; 
integrates the spiritual, administrative 
and social processes of life; and canal
izes human expression in its varied 
forms toward the construction of a 
new civilization. The Nineteen Day 
Feast embraces all these aspects at the 
very base of society. Functioning in the 
village, the town, the city, it is an in
stitution of which all the people of 
BaM are members. It is intended to 
promote unity, ensure progress, and 
foster joy. 

"If this feast be held in the proper 
fashion," 'Abdu'l-Baha states, "the 
friends will, once in nineteen days, find 
themselves spiritually restored, and en
dued with a power t"'at is not of this 
world." To ensure this glorious out
come the concept of the Feast must be 
adequately understood by all the 
friends. The Feast is known to have 
three distinct but related parts: the de
votional, the administrative, and the 
social. The first entails the recitation of 
prayers and readings from the Holy 
Texts. The second is a general meeting 
where the local Spiritual Assembly re
ports its activities, plans and problems 
to the community, shares news and 
messages from the World Centre and 
the National Assembly, and receives 
the thoughts and recommendations of 
the friends through a process of con
sultation. The third involves the par
taking of refreshments and engaging in 
other activities meant to foster fellow-

ship in a culturally determined diver
sity of forms which do not violate prin
ciples of the Faith or the essential 
character of the Feast. 

Even though the observance of the 
Feast requires strict adherence to the 
threefold aspects in the sequence in 
which they have been defined, there is 
much room for variety in the total ex
perience. For example, music may be 
introduced at various stages, including 
the devotional portion; 'Abdu'l-Baha 
recommends that eloquent, uplifting 
talks be given; originality and variety 
in expressions of hospitality are possi
ble; the quality and range of the con
sultation are critical to the spirit of the 
occasion. The effects of different cul
tures in all these respects are welcome 
factors which can lend the Feast a salu
tary diversity, representative of the 
unique characteristics of the various 
societies in which it is held, and there
fore conducive to the upliftment and 
enjoyment of its participants. 

It is notable that the concept of the 
Feast evolved in stages in relation to 
the development of the Faith. At its 
earliest stage in Iran, the individual 
friends, in response to Baha'u'llah's 
injunctions, hosted gatherings in their 
homes to show hospitality once every 
19 days and derived inspiration from 
the reading and discussion of the 
Teachings. As the community grew, 
'Abdu'I-BaM delineated and empha
sized the devotional and social char
acter of the event. After the establish
ment of local Spiritual Assemblies, 
Shoghi Effendi introduced the admin
istrative portion and acquainted the 
community with the idea of the Nine
teen Day Feast as an institution. It was 
as if a symphony, in three movements, 
had now been completed. 

But it is not only in the sense of its 
gradual unfoldment as an institution 
that the evolution of the Feast must be 

regarded; there is a broader context 
yet. The Feast may well be seen in its 
unique combination of modes as the 
culmination of a great historic process 
in which primary elements of commu
nity life-acts of worship, of festivity 
and other forms of togetherness-over 
vast stretches of time have achieved a 
glorious convergence. The Nineteen 
Day Feast represents a new stage in this 
enlightened age to which the basic ex
pression of community life has evolv
ed. Shoghi Effendi has described it as 
the foundation of the new World 
Order, and in a letter written on his 
behalf, it is referred to as constituting 
"a vital medium for maintaining close 
and continued contact between the be
lievers themselves, and also between 
them and the body of their elected rep
resentatives in the local community." 

Moreover, because of the opportu
nity which it provides for conveying 
messages from the national and inter
national levels of the administration 
and also for communicating the recom
mendations of the friends to those 
levels, the Feast becomes a link that 
connects the local community in a dy
namic relationship with the entire 
structure of the Administrative Order. 
But considered in its local sphere alone 
there is much to thrill and amaze the 
heart. Here it links the individual to the 
collective processes by which a society 
is built or restored. Here, for instance, 
the Feast is an arena of democracy at 
the very root of society, where the local 
SpiritUal Assembly and the members of 
the community meet on common 
ground, where individuals are free to 
offer their gifts of thought, whether as 
new ideas or constructive criticism, to 
the building processes of an advancing 
civilization. Thus it can be seen that 
aside from its spiritUal significance, 
this common institution of the people 
combines an array of elemental social 

Baha'i News/November 1989 1 



disciplines which educate its partIcI
pants in the essentials of responsible 
citizenship. 

If the Feast is to be properly exper
ienced, beyond an understanding of 
the concept must also be the prepara
tion of it and the preparation for it. 
Although the local Spiritual Assembly 
is administratively responsible for the 
conduct of the Feast, it often calls 
upon an individual or a group of indi
viduals to make preparations-a prac
tice which is consonant with the spirit 
of hospitality so vital to the occasion. 
Such individuals can act as hosts and 
are sometimes concerned with the se
lection of the prayers and readings for 
the devotional portion; they may also 
attend to the social portion. In small 
communities the aspect of personal 
hospitality is easy to carry out, but in 
large communities the local Spiritual 
Assemblies, while retaining the concept 
of hospitality, may find it necessary to 
devise other measures. 

Important aspects of the preparation 
of the Feast include the proper selec
tion of readings, the assignment, in ad
vance, of good readers, and a sense of 
decorum both in the presentation and 
the reception of the devotional pro-

gram. Attention to the environment in 
which the Feast is to be held, whether 
indoors or outdoors, greatly influences 
the experience. Cleanliness, arrange
ment of the space in practical and dec
orative ways-all play a significant 
part. Punctuality is also a measure of 
good preparation. 

To a very large extent, the success of 
the Feast depends on the quality of the 
preparation and participation of the in
dividual. The beloved Master offers 
the following advice: "Give ye great 
weight to the Nineteen Day gatherings, 
so that on these occasions the beloved 
of the Lord and the handmaids of the 
Merciful may turn their faces toward 
the Kingdom, chant the communes, be
seech God's help, become joyfully 
enamored each of the other, and grow 
in purity and holiness, and in the fear 
of God, and in resistance to passion 
and self. Thus will they separate them
selves from this elemental world, and 
immerse themselves in the ardors of the 
spirit. " 

In absorbing such advice, it is illumi
nating indeed to view the Nineteen Day 
Feast in the context in which it was 
conceived. It is ordained in the Kitdb-i
Aqdas in these words: "It hath been 

enjoined upon you once a month to of
fer hospitality even should ye serve no 
more than water, for God hath willed 
to bind your hearts together, though it 
be through heavenly and earthly means 
combined." It is clear, then, that the 
Feast is rooted in hospitality, with all 
its implications of friendliness, cour
tesy, service, generosity and convivial
ity. The very idea of hospitality as the 
sustaining spirit of so significant an in
stitution introduces a revolutionary 
new attitude to the conduct of human 
affairs at all levels, an attitude which is 
critical to that world unity which the 
Central Figures of our Faith labored so 
long and suffered so much cruelty to 
bring into being. It is in this divine fes
tival that the foundation is laid for the 
realization of so unprecedented a reali
ty. 

That you may all attain the high 
mark set for the Feast as a "bringer of 
joy," the "groundwork of agreement 
and unity," the "key to affection and 
fellowship" will remain an object of 
our ardent supplications at the Holy 
Threshold. 

With loving BahA'i greetings, 
The Universal House of Justice 

August 27, 1989 

THE NINETEEN DAY FEAST 
1. General Statements 

From the Writings of Bahd'u'lldh 

It hath been enjoined upon you once a month to offer 
hospitality, even should ye serve no more than water; for 
God hath willed to bind your hearts together, though it be 
through heavenly and earthly means combined. (From the 
Kitdb-i-Aqdas, provisional translation) (1) 

From the Writings and Utterances of 'Abdu'I-Bahd 

o thou steadfast in the Covenant! 

Thou hast written ... concerning the Feast. This festivi
ty, which is held on a day of the nineteen-day month, was 
established by His Holiness the Bab, and the Blessed Beauty 
directed, confirmed and warmly encouraged the holding of 
it. It is, therefore, of the utmost importance. You should 
unquestionably see to it with the greatest care, and make its 
value known, so that it may become solidly established on a 
permanent basis. Let the beloved of God gather together 
and associate most lovingly and spiritually and happily with 
one another, conducting themselves with the greatest cour
tesy and self-restraint. Let them read the holy verses, as well 
as essays which are of benefit, and the letters of 'Abdu'l
Baha; encourage and inspire one another to love each and 
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all; chant the prayers with serenity and joy; give eloquent 
talks, and praise the matchless Lord. 

The host, with complete self-effacement, showing kind
ness to all, must be a comfort to each one, and serve the 
friends with his own hands. 

If the Feast is befittingly held, in the manner described, 
then this supper will verily be the Lord's Supper, for its 
fruits will be the very fruits of that Supper, and its influence 
the same. (From a Tablet to an individual believer, 
translated from the Persian) (2) 

As to the Nineteen Day Feast, ye must give this your most 
careful attention, and firmly establish it. For this Feast 
bringeth bliss and unity and love to the lovers of God. 
(From a Tablet to an individual believer, translated from 
the Persian) (3) 

Ye have written of the Nineteen Day festivities. This Feast 
is a bringer of joy. It is the groundwork of agreement and 
unity. It is the key to affection and fellowship. It diffuseth 
the oneness of mankind. (From a Tablet to an individual be
liever, translated from the Persian) (4) 

o ye loyal servants of the Ancient Beauty! In every cycle 
and dispensation, the feast hath been favored and loved, 
and the spreading of a table for the lovers of God hath been 



considered a praiseworthy act. This is especially the case to
day, in this dispensation beyond compare, this most gen
erous of ages, when it is highly acclaimed, for it is truly ac
counted among such gatherings as are held to worship and 
glorify God. Here the holy verses, the heavenly odes and 
laudations are intoned, and the heart is quickened, and car
ried away from itself. 

The primary intent is to kindle these stirrings of the spirit, 
but at the same time it follows quite naturally that those 
present should partake of food, so that the world of the 
body may mirror the spirit's world, and flesh take on the 
qualities of soul; and just as the spiritual delights are here in 
profusion, so too the material delights. 

Happy are ye, to be observing this rule, with all its mystic 
meanings, thus keeping the friends of God alert and heed
ful, and bringing them peace of mind, and joy. (Selections 
from the Writings of <Abdu'I-Bahti, rev. ed. Haifa: Baha'i 
World Centre, 1982, sec. 48, pp. 90-91) (5) 

Thy letter hath been received. Thou didst write of the 
Nineteen Day festivity, and this rejoiced my heart. These 
gatherings cause the divine table to descend from heaven, 
and draw down the confirmations of the All-Merciful. My 
hope is that the breathings of the Holy Spirit will be wafted 
over them, and that each one present shall, in great assem
blies, with an eloquent tongue and a heart flooded with the 
love of God, set himself to acclaiming the rise of the Sun of 
Truth, the dawn of the Day-Star that lighteth all the world. 
(Selections from the Writings of <Abdu'I-Bahd, rev. ed., 
sec. 49, p. 91) (6) 

Give ye great weight to the Nineteen Day gatherings, so 
that on these occasions the beloved of the Lord and the 
handmaids of the Merciful may turn their faces toward the 
Kingdom, chant the communes, beseech God's help, be
come joyfully enamored each of the other, and grow in pu
rity and holiness, and in the fear of God, and in resistance 
to passion and self. Thus will they separate themselves from 
this elemental world, and immerse themselves in the ardors 
of the spirit. (From a Tablet to the local Spiritual Assembly 
of Spokane, Washington, translated from the Persian) (7) 

I beg of God, out of His endless bounties, that many such 
gatherings will be held, and that the Nineteen Day festivity 
will also be observed, so that men and women believers will 
occupy themselves with making mention of God, and prais
ing and glorifying Him, and guiding the people aright. 
(From a Tablet to the Baha'is of Stuttgart, Germany, 
translated from the Persian) (8) 

o thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! 

Your detailed letter hath been received, but because of the 
press of work a brief answer must suffice. You have asked 
as to the Feast in every Baha'i month. This Feast is held to 
foster comradeship and love, to call God to mind and sup
plicate Him with contrite hearts, and to encourage benevo
lent pursuits. That is, the friends should there dwell upon 
God and glorify Him, read the prayers and holy verses, and 
treat one another with the utmost affection and love. 
Should trouble arise between two of the friends, let both be 
invited in and efforts made to compose their differences. 

Let all discussion center on the doing of charitable acts and 
holy deeds, that laudable results may be the fruit thereof.) 
(From a Tablet to an individual believer, translated from 
the Persian) (9) 

As to the Nineteen Day Feast, it rejoiceth mind and heart. 
If this feast be held in the proper fashion, the friends will, 
once in nineteen days, find themselves spiritually restored, 
and endued with a power that is not of this world. (Selec
tionsfrom the Writings of <Abdu'I-Bahti, rev. ed., sec. 51, 
p.91) (10) 

As to the Nineteen Day festivity, it is of the utmost im
portance that the friends should gather at a meeting where, 
in complete attunement and love, they should engage in the 
remembrance of God and His praise, and converse as to the 
glad tidings of God, and proofs of the Advent of Baha'
u'llah, and should recount the high deeds and sacrifices of 
the lovers of God in Persia, and tell of the martyrs' detach
ment from the world, and their ecstasy, and of how the be
lievers there stood by one another and gave up everything 
they had. 

The Nineteen Day festivity is, therefore, of very great im
portance. (From a Tablet to an individual believer, 
translated from the Persian) (11) 

. . . make of the Feasts 2 occasions of joy and fellowship 
reminiscent of the feasts 3 that our forebears used to hold in 
connection with their commemoration of the Lord's Sup
per. . . . (From a Tablet to an individual believer, trans
lated from the Persian) (12) 

Vigorous steps must be taken to establish the Nineteen 
Day reception throughout the whole community. Since this 
Feast is confined to believers only, conclusive proofs must 
there be set forth as to the people of the Bayan, so that 
newcomers, unaware of the situation, may be made aware 
of it. (From a Tablet to an individual believer, translated 
from the Persian) (13) 

It befitteth the friends to hold a gathering, a meeting, 
where they shall glorify God and fix their hearts upon Him, 
and read and recite the Holy Writings of the Blessed Beau
ty-may my soul be the ransom of His lovers! The lights of 
the All-Glorious Realm, the rays of the Supreme Horizon, 
will be cast upon such bright assemblages, for these are 
none other than the Mashriqu'l-Adhkars, the Dawning
Points of God's Remembrance, which must, at the direction 
of the Most Exalted Pen, be established in every hamlet and 
city. . . . These spiritual gatherings must be held with the 
utmost purity and consecration, so that from the site itself, 
and its earth and the air about it, one will inhale the fragrant 
breathings of the Holy Spirit. (Selections from the Writings 
of <Abdu'l-Bahd, rev. ed., sec. 55, pp. 93-94) (14) 

Thou hast written of that meeting held in the quarter 

1. Cf. Selections from the Writings oj <Abdu'I-Bahd. rev. ed. 
(Haifa: Baha'f World Centre, 1982), sec. 50, p. 91. 
2. The Nineteen Day Feasts. 
3. The agape or "love-feast" of the early Christians. 
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where standeth the city gate of 'Abdu'l-Azim. Do not call it 
a meeting. Call it a confluence of holy souls; a convocation 
of those who love the Lord; a retreat for the people of the 
All-Merciful; a palace-hall for all who sing His praise. For 
the members of that gathering are each one a lighted taper, 
and that council a mansion of the moon and stars. It hath 
been blessed by the Lord of all mankind, and hath made 
current the Feast as set forth in the Most Holy Book. (From 
a Tablet to an individual believer, translated from the Per
sian) (15) 

And thou, 0 my dear daughter, stay thou at all times in 
close touch with my honored daughter, Mrs ...... , and be 
thou her friend. Rest you assured that the breathings of the 
Holy Spirit will loosen your tongue. Speak, therefore; speak 
out with great courage at every meeting. When you are 
about to begin your address, turn first to Baha'u'lhih and 
ask for the confirmations of the Holy Spirit, then open your 
lips and say whatever is suggested to your heart; this, how
ever, with the utmost courage, dignity and conviction. It is 
my hope that from day to day your gatherings will grow and 
flourish, and that those who are seeking after truth will 
hearken therein to reasoned arguments and conclusive 
proofs. I am with you heart and soul at every meeting; be 
sure of this.4 

Hold you the Nineteen Day Feasts with utmost dignity. 
(From a Tablet to an individual believer, translated from 
the Persian) (16) 

You must continue to keep the Nineteen Day Feast. It is 
very important; it is very good. But when you present your
selves in the meetings, before entering them, free yourselves 
from all that you have in your heart, free your thoughts and 
your minds from all else save God, and speak to your heart. 
That all may make this a gathering of love, make it the 
cause of illumination, make it a gathering of attraction of 
the hearts, surround this gathering with the Lights of the 
Supreme Concourse, so that you may be gathered together 
with the utmost love. 

o God! Dispel all those elements which are the cause of 
discord, and prepare for us all those things which are the 
cause of unity and accord! 0 God! Descend upon us 
Heavenly Fragrance and change this gathering into a gather
ing of Heaven! Grant to us every benefit and every food. 
Prepare for us the Food of Love! Give to us the Food of 
Knowledge! Bestow upon us the Food of Heavenly Illumi
nation! 

In your hearts remember these things, and then enter the 
Unity Feast. 

Each one of you must think how to make happy and 
pleased the other members of your Assembly, and each one 
must consider all those who are present as better and greater 
than himself, and each one must consider himself less than 
the rest. Know their station as high, and think of your own 
station as low. Should you act and live according to these 

4. Cf. Selections/rom the Writings 0/ 'Abdu'I-BahQ, rev. ed, sec. 
216, pp. 269-70. 
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behests, know verily, of a certainty, that that Feast is the 
Heavenly Food. That Supper is the "Lord's Supper"! I am 
the Servant of that gathering. ("Star of the West," vol. IV, 
no. 7, July 13, 1913, p. 120) (17) 

The Nineteen Day Feast was inaugurated by the Bab and 
ratified by Baba'u'lhih, in His Holy Book, the Akdas (sic), 
so that people may gather together and outwardly show fel
lowship and love, that the divine mysteries may be dis
closed. The object is concord, that through this fellowship 
hearts may become perfectly united, and reciprocity and 
mutual helpfulness be established. Because the members of 
the world of humanity are unable to exist without being 
banded together, cooperation and mutual helpfulness is the 
basis of human society. Without the realization of these two 
great principles no great movement is pressed forward .... 

In brief, this is my hope: that the Nineteen Day Feast 
become the cause of great spiritual solidarity between the 
friends, that it may bring believers into the bond of unity, 
and we will then be so united together that love and wisdom 
will spread from this center to all parts. This Feast is a 
divine Feast. It is a Lord's supper. It attracts confirmation 
of God like a magnet. It is the cause of the enlightenment of 
hearts. 

Every day great feasts and banquets are being spread with 
the object of material enjoyment and relish of food. People 
partake of certain delicacies and waters from various foun
tains, that they may have a good time. Balls and dances 
follow. All these are for the body, but this fellowship is of 
the enjoyment of God, for the partaking of spiritual food, 
for the elucidation of spiritual subjects, for the discussion 
and interpretation of the teachings and counsels of God. It 
is absolute spirituality. 

It is my hope that the Nineteen Day Feast may become 
firmly established and organized so that the holy realities 
which are behind this meeting may leave behind. all pre
judices and conflict, and make their hearts as a treasury of 
love. Even if there is the slightest feeling between certain 
souls-a lack of love-it must be made to entirely disap
pear. There must be the utmost translucency and purity of 
intention. 

They must enjoy the love of God, acquire the power for 
the promotion of the happiness of mankind and the Word 
of God. With such high mention must this Feast become an 
established institution. When they gather in this meeting, all 
those present must turn their faces toward the Kingdom of 
Abba, and from their hearts supplicate, invoke and entreat 
toward the lofty throne, beg of God's forgiveness for all 
shortcomings, read the teachings and arise to His service. 

Then spread the feast and give refreshments. Assuredly 
great results will be the outcome of such meetings. Material 
and spiritual benefits will be assured. All who are present 
will be intoxicated with the breezes of the Love of God, and 
the Breath of the Holy Spirit will with tremendous power in
spire the hearts. 

If this meeting be established on such a rock, it will be
come a power which will attract heavenly confirmations, be 
the means of the appearance of the Light of God, and the 
reality of every subject will become unfolded. Such a meet-



ing will be under the protection of God. It is my hope that 
you will continually hold these meetings and that each time 
it will become more and more the center of all the virtues, 
the point for the effulgence of God. 

May your hearts be enlightened! 

May your faces become radiant! 

May your spirits be illumined! 

May your thoughts find wider range of vision! 

May your susceptibilities be increased! 

May the realm of God surround you, and may your 
hearts become the treasury of heaven! 

This is my hope. (From a talk by 'Abdu'l-Baha given at a 
Nineteen Day Feast in London, England, December 29, 
1912, quoted in "Baha'i News Letter" no. 33, July 1929, 
pp. 1-2) (18) 

2. The Threefold Feast Celebration 

From the Writings of Shoghi Effendi 

Still other factors promoting the development of that 
Order and contributing to its consolidation have been the 
systematic institution of the Nineteen Day Feast, function
ing in most Baha'i communities in East and West, with its 
threefold emphasis on the devotional, the administrative 
and the social aspects of Baha'i community life .... (God 
Passes By. rev. ed. Wilmette: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 
1987, p. 342) (19) 

From Letters Written on Behalf of Shoghi Effendi S 

Regarding the nature of the Nineteen Day Feasts, the 
Guardian feels that the excellent statement on their nature, 
function and purpose published in one of the recent issues 
ofthe "News Letter" is so comprehensive and faithful in its 
;>resentation that he does not find it necessary to restate and 
enlarge upon the matter. He has no objection, however, if 
you feel the need to elaborate the thought expressed in that 
statement, stressing particularly the spiritual, administrative 
and social aspects of this vital Baha'i institution.6 (Letter of 
September 6, 1933, to the National Spiritual Assembly of 

5. To individual believers except where noted. 
6. The statement to which reference is made in extract 20 is as 
foUows: 

This institution, established by Baha'u'lblh, has been described 
by the Guardian as the foundation of the new World Order. The 
National Spiritual Assembly understands that it is incumbent upon 
every believer, unless in or absent from the city, to attend each of 
these Feasts. 

In a general letter issued to local Spiritual Assemblies several 
years ago, it was pointed out that the Guardian instructs that the 
Nineteen Day Feast be held according to the following program: 
the first part, entirely spiritual in character, is devoted to readings 
from Baha'i Sacred Writings; the second part consists of general 
consultation on the affairs of the Cause, at which time the local 
Spiritual Assembly reports its activities to the community, asks for 
suggestions and consultation, and also delivers messages received 

The significance of the Nineteen Day Feast 
is thus three-fold. It is a gathering of a 
devotional, social and administrative im
portance. 

the U.S. and Canada, published in Baha'{ News no. 79, 
November 1933, p. 3) (20) 

As to your question concerning the Baha'i Feasts, Shoghi 
Effendi strongly feels that on such occasions the friends 
should emphasize both the spiritual and the administrative 
elements. For these are equally essential to the success of 
every Baha'i festival. To maintain the right balance between 
them is, therefore, the duty and responsibility of every in
dividual Baha'i or group. Until the believers learn to com
bine the two, there can be no hope of their gaining any real 
and permanent benefit from such religious celebrations. A 
good part of the Feast must of course be devoted to the 
reading of the Holy Words. For it is through them that the 
friends can get the inspiration and the vision they need for 
the successful accomplishment of their work for the Cause. 
(May 27, 1934) (21) 

With regard to your question concerning the Nineteen 
Day Feasts: These gatherings are no doubt of a special im
portance to the friends, as they have both a social and an 
administrative significance, and as such should be regularly 
attended by all confirmed believers. They should also be ob
served according to the Baha'i calendar every nineteen days. 
(April 12, 1955) (22) 

Concerning the nature of the Nineteen Day Feast: In the 
Aqdas, Baha'u'llah has clearly revealed the spiritual and so
cial character of this institution. Its administrative signifi
cance, however, has been stressed by the Guardian in direct 
response to the growing needs of the Baha'i community in 
this formative period of the Baha'i Era for better training in 
the principles and practices of Baha'i administration. (July 
29, 1935, to the National Spiritual Assembly ofthe U.S. and 
Canada) (23) 

Regarding the Nineteen Day Feast: in a previous letter to 
the National Spiritual Assembly the Guardian had made it 
clear that, although not a binding ordinance, this Feast has 

from the Guardian and the National Assembly. The third part is 
the material feast and social meeting of all the friends. Only voting 
believers are invited to attend the Nineteen Day Feasts, but young 
people of less than twenty-one years of age, who are declared 
believers, especially when members of a Baha'i family, can also be 
present. 

These meetings may be regarded as the very heart of our Baha'i 
community life. When properly conducted, and attended by a Ba
ha'i community which fully appreciates their importance, the Nine
teen Day Feasts serve to renew and deepen our spirit of faith, in
crease our capacity for united action, remove misunderstandings 
and keep us fully informed of aU important Baha'i activities, local, 
national and international in scope. (Statement of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the U.S. and Canada, published in Balui'i 
News no. 75, July 1933, p. 8) 
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been regarded by Baha'u'llah as highly desirable and meri
torious. In the Aqdas He has specially emphasized its 
spiritual and devotional character, and also its social impor
tance in the Baha'i community as a means for bringing 
about closer fellowship and unity among the believers. The 
administrative significance of this Feast has been stated by 
the Guardian in view of the increasing need among the 
friends for better training in the principles and methods of 
Baha'i Administration. 

The significance of the Nineteen Day Feast is thus three
fold. It is a gathering of a devotional, social and administra
tive importance. When these three features are all com
bined, this Feast can and will surely yield the best and the 
maximum results. The friends, however, should be on their 
guard lest they overstress the significance of this institution 
created by Baha'u'llah. They should also take care not to 
underrate or minimize its importance. (October 2, 1935, to 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the U.S. and Canada) 

(24) 
He was very glad to know you are holding the Feasts, as 

these form a rallying-point for the friends and help to unite 
them and deepen them in the Faith. (March 5, 1946) (25) 

From Letters Written by or on Behalf of the Universal 
House of Justice 

A group, of course, is not an administrative body and 
there is no objection to the members of a group making de
cisions within their scope on any occasion when all of them 
happen to be together, even if this should be at a Nineteen 
Day Feast. The Nineteen Day Feast can only be an official 
administrative occasion where there is a local Spiritual As
sembly to take charge of it, present reports to the friends, 
and receive their recommendations. But groups, spontane
ous gatherings of the friends, and even isolated believers 
should certainly remember the day and say prayers together. 
In the case of a group, it may well hold the Feast in the man
ner in which a local Spiritual Assembly would do so, recog
nizing of course that it has no official administrative stand
ing. (October 31, 1972, written by the Universal House of 
Justice to the National Spiritual Assembly of Switzerland) 

(26) 

Regarding changing the order of the Feast, it is clear from 
Shoghi Effendi's instructions that the Nineteen Day Feast 
program should start with the spiritual part, and not with 
the social part, which includes refreshments, or breaking 
bread together .... However, if it is found that some sort of 
association among the friends or the serving of food and re
freshments will be helpful, if this takes place at the outset, 
there is no objection to this practice, provided it is clear that 
it is not part of the Feast. (January 23, 1985, written on be
half of the Universal House of Justice to an individual be
liever) (27) 

3. Feast Times 

From Letters Written on Behalf of Shoghi Effendi 

As to your question relative to the Nineteen Day Feast, 
Shoghi Effendi sees no objection if the friends choose to 
celebrate it on one of the intercalary days. They may also 
celebrate it during the month of fasting, provided they ab-
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stain from food. (August 2, 1934, to an individual believer) 
(28) 

Your third question concerns the day on which the Feast 
should be held every month. The Guardian stated in reply 
that no special day has been fixed, but it would be pref
erable and most suitable if the gathering of the friends 
should be held on the first day of each Baha'i month. 
(December 1, 1936, to an individual believer, translated 
from the Persian) (29) 

Regarding the time for the holding of the Nineteen Day 
Feasts and elections: the Guardian would advise your As
sembly to urge the friends to hold such gatherings on the 
prescribed day before sunset. If impossible, then it is per
missible to hold them on the preceding day. In connection 
with the nine holy days, however, the friends should con
sider it obligatory to celebrate them on the prescribed day 
before sunset. (December 24, 1939, to the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the U.S. and Canada) (30) 

The Naw-Ruz Feast should be held on March 21 before 
sunset and has nothing to do with the Nineteen Day Feast. 
The Nineteen Day Feast is administrative in function where
as the Naw-Ruz is our New Year, a Feast of hospitality and 
rejoicing. (July 5, 1950, to the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the U.S. and Canada) (31) 

From a Letter Written by the Universal House of Justice 

As to your questions concerning the times for Feasts and 
Holy Days: The Baha'i Day is from sunset to sunset, there
fore if in summer the sun sets too late to enable the Nineteen 
Day Feast to be held on the preceding evening, it should be 
held on the day itself. As long as the meeting begins before 
sunset it is considered to be held on the day which comes to 
an end with that sunset. Naturally, Nineteen Day Feasts 
should be held on the first day of the Baha'i month if possi
ble, but if it should be difficult to do so, for example if it 
coincides with a regular public meeting evening, it is per
missible to hold it on the following day, i.e. on a succeeding 
day of the Baha'i month. (June 23, 1964, to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Finland) (32) 

4. Feast Locations 

From Letters Written on Behalf oj Shoghi Effendi to In
dividual Believers 

There is no objection to holding meetings in the open air 
as long as they are conducted with dignity. (November 22, 
1941) (33) 

Each city will have its own Spiritual Assembly, not a 
number of district ones. Naturally, district Nineteen Day 
Feasts can be held where there are very many Baha'is in one 
city. (March 31, 1949) (34) 

The matter of where the Nineteen Day Feasts should be 
held is certainly one for the Spiritual Assembly to decide; 
but the Haziratu'l-Quds seems the logical place on most oc
casions. Until the friends have a place of worship in ..... , 
this building will also be used for devotional meetings, as 
well as for administrative purposes. 

If, under some circumstances, some special Feast is of-



fered in the home of one of the believers, with the approval 
of the Spiritual Assembly, there can be no objection; but, 
generally speaking, he feels it is better to use the Haziratu'l
Quds. (February 18, 1954) (35) 

From Letters Written by or on Behalf of the Universal 
House oj Justice 

We understand and appreciate the problems involved in 
the holding of Nineteen Day Feasts in the large cities such as 
New York and Los Angeles, and we have no objection to 
your Assembly authorizing the local Assembly to provide 
for the holding of the Feast in different localities as an ex
periment, if the local Assembly so wishes, bearing in mind 
the following precautions: 

The tendency in metropolitan areas is toward segregation, 
and therefore the local Assembly should be alert to prevent 
a similar pattern developing in Baha'i meetings by reason of 
the location of the Feast. 

The local Assembly should be watchful that neither the 
unity of the community nor control by the local Assembly is 
dissipated by this practice. (January 23, 1967, written by the 
Universal House of Justice to the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the United States) (36) 

Your letter of August 9th posing the problem of holding 
Nineteen Day Feasts and other Baha'i activities in the two 
communities . . . which have grown so large that it is im
possible to conduct such activities in homes is welcomed by 
us, and we hope you will meet this problem before long in 
other communities. 

We leave it to your discretion as to whether these large 
communities should purchase adequate facilities to accom
modate the believers at Feasts and other Baha'i activities, 
rent facilities, or hold several simultaneous Feasts, still 
utilizing homes. (Written by the Universal House of Justice 
to the National Spiritual Assembly of Alaska, August 21, 
1972) (37) 

Difficulties of traveling to the Nineteen Day Feasts, and 
other occasions, which may be met in certain parishes can 
be overcome by your authorizing the local Assembly in such 
a parish to hold more than one Feast within its area. There 
is no need to establish rigid boundaries for such a purpose, 
and the friends should be allowed to attend the Feast in their 
parish most convenient to them; but all should note that 
every Feast in the area is a portion of the same Feast under 
the jurisdiction of the local Spiritual Assembly. Occasions 
should be provided for the entire Baha'i community of the 
parish to meet together, and Feast days need not be exclud
ed from such occasions. (Written on behalf of the Universal 
House of Justice to the National Spiritual Assembly of Bar
bados and the Windward Islands, January 14, 1980) (38) 

As to the question of holding meetings to commemorate 
Baha'i Holy Days on a regional basis, the House of Justice 
has ruled that it may be desirable in certain areas for the 
believers in neighboring localities to join together with other 
communities in observing Holy Days and certain events. 
Such matters should be referred to and determined by Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies. Observance of the Nineteen 
Day Feasts and other local activities, however, should be 

No radical action, such as the expulsion of 
any believer from the community, should 
. • • be taken in case anyone fails to attend 
these feasts. 

held in the respective civil areas. (Written on behalf of the 
Universal House of Justice to an individual believer, March 
20, 1986) (39) 

The problems implied by your inquiry are not insur
mountable. For instance, the local Spiritual Assembly could 
be authorized to appoint an administrative committee in 
each of a number of sub-units of the city; and these commit
tees could deal with the urgent needs of the friends in these 
areas on behalf of the Assembly; and if found desirable, the 
Spiritual Assembly could authorize the holding of separate 
Nineteen Day Feasts in several sub-units. In such a decen
tralized system, the local Spiritual Assembly would have to 
provide for the over-all coordination of the efforts of the 
friends in all sub-units of the city. 

The sub-division of the city should be seen merely as an 
administrative necessity meant to serve the good of the 
whole community; in this sense, the Assembly should guard 
strenuously against creating too many sub-units, contenting 
itself with the minimum action in this respect. Given the ra
cial and social stratification of large cities, the Spiritual As
sembly would also have to exert the utmost care not to allow 
the Baha'i community of ..... to become, in effect, racially 
or socially fragmented, even though one race or stratum of 
society may be dominant in a sub-unit of the city. One of 
the questions that should remain uppermost in the minds of 
the Assembly, the committees and the individual friends is 
how to uphold at all times, through their functions and 
deeds, the primary principle and goal of our Faith, namely, 
the unity of the human race. (Written on behalf of the 
Universal House of Justice to the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the United States, December 20, 1987) (40) 

5. Attendance of Believers at the Feast 

From Letters Written on Behalf of Shoghi Ejjendf 

In regard to the Nineteen Day Feasts, Shoghi Effendi is of 
the opinion that the believers should be impressed with the 
importance of attending these gatherings which, in addition 
to their spiritual significance, constitute a vital medium for 
maintaining close and continued contact between the believ
ers themselves, and also between them and the body of their 
elected representatives in the local community. 

No radical action, such as the expUlsion of any believer 
from the community, should, however, be taken in case 
anyone,fails to attend these Feasts. It is for every individual 
believer to realize what the Cause requires from him in this 
matter. Any threat or menace can be of no avail, unless it is 
based on an appeal to individual conscience and respon
sibility. (December 22, 1934) (41) 

7. To individual believers except where noted. 
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Also regarding the Nineteen Day Feasts: these are not 
strictly obligatory, but the believers should endeavor to 
regularly attend them, mainly for the following two reas
ons: first, because they foster the spirit of service and fel
lowship in the community and secondly, in view of the fact 
that they afford the believers a splendid opportunity to fully 
discuss the affairs of the Cause and to find ways and means 
for continued improvement in the conduct of Baha'i ac
tivities. (November 30, 1936) (42) 

Attendance at Nineteen Day Feasts is not obligatory, but 
highly desirable, and effort should be made by the friends 
not to deprive themselves of this spiritual and communal 
rallying-point once in every Baha'i month. (December 23, 
1948) (43) 

The Guardian has never heard of any ruling by which a 
believer who does not attend three consecutive Nineteen 
Day Feasts can be deprived of his voting rights. He does not 
consider that such action is justifiable at all. The whole 
question is whether a person considers himself a Baha'i or 
not, and is willing to adhere to the principles of the Faith 
and accept the authority of the Guardian and the Adminis
tration- whether that individual is able, or always in a con
dition psychologically to attend Feasts and Baha'i meetings 
is an entirely different subject. If a person makes it quite 
clear that they do not wish to be considered an active mem
ber of the Baha'i community and be affiliated with it and 
exert their voting right, then their name should be removed 
from the voting list; but if a person considers himself or 
herself a Baha'i, and for various reasons is not able to be ac
tive in the affairs of the community, then they should cer
tainly not be removed from our voting list, least of all at 
present, when the number of the Baha'i community is so 
small. (To the National Spiritual Assembly of Germany and 
Austria, March 2, 1951) (44) 

He fully appreciates the difficult position your Assembly 
will be placed in if you adhere to the principle that the 
members of an Assembly and voting members of a com
munity must live within the civic limits. However, he feels 
that Paris can be no exception to this general rule which he 
wishes the Baha'is to adhere to ALL OVER THE WORLD, 
in spite of any temporary inconvenience it may cause. 

This does not mean that the Baha'is of Paris living out
side the civic limits should not attend the Nineteen Day 
Feast and the Baha'i Holy Days; on the contrary, they 
should take an active part in the affairs of the community in 
the sense of assisting with the teaching work, while at the 
same time not being active in the administrative work. He 
feels sure that in the end you will find that, far from having 
been weakened, your community will grow and be strength
ened by this adherence to principle. (To the local Spiritual 
Assembly of Paris, France, February 20, 1953) (45) 

It is inconceivable and wholly inadmissible that any Ba
ha'is in a community should be permitted to hold a Feast in 
their home and refuse admission to another believer; and 
your Assembly should write accordingly in very strong 
terms to the .... Assembly, pointing out that the Guardian is 
not only surprised to learn of this situation, but disapproves 
of it in the strongest terms. 
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Any Baha'i may attend a Feast-a local Baha'i, a Baha'i 
from out of town, certainly an isolated Baha'i from the 
neighborhood. (To the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
British Isles, May 27, 1957, published in "Unfolding Des
tiny: The Messages from the Guardian of the Baha'i Faith 
to the Baha'{ Community of the British Isles." London: Ba
ha'i Publishing Trust, 1981, p. 380) (46) 

From Letters Written by or on Behalf of the Universal 
House of Justice 

In reply to your letter of November 8th we feel that all 
friends, whatever their circumstances, should be encourag
ed to observe the Nineteen Day Feast. Obviously it can only 
be an official administrative occasion where there is a local 
Spiritual Assembly to take charge of it, present reports to 
the friends, and receive their recommendations. But groups, 
spontaneous gatherings of friends, and even isolated believ
ers should certainly remember the day and say prayers to
gether. In the case of a group it may well hold the Feast in 
the manner in which a local SpiritUal Assembly would do 
so, recognizing of course that it has no official administra
tive standing. 

As to visitors to a Nineteen Day Feast, Baha'is from any
where in the world should of course be warmly welcomed, 
and may take part in consultation. However, only members 
of the local community can vote on recommendations to the 
local Spiritual Assembly. (Written by the Universal House 
of Justice to the National Spiritual Assembly of the British 
Isles, December I, 1968) (47) 

It is not quite correct to say that a Nineteen Day Feast is 
changed into a Unity Feast as a result of the presence of 
non-Baha'is. What can happen is that the consultative por
tion of the Feast has to be postponed. . . . 

If it is decided to postpone part or all of the consultative 
portion of the Feast, the House of Justice states that it is 
within the discretion of the local Spiritual Assembly to de
cide whether another meeting should be held during the Ba
ha'i month to complete it, or whether it can be postponed 
until the following Nineteen Day Feast. (Written on behalf 
of the Universal House of Justice to the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Germany, September 5, 1983) (48) 

A Baha'i who is visiting another community may par
ticipate fully in the consultation of the Nineteen Day Feast, 
but has no right to vote on recommendations being made to 
the local Spiritual Assembly. Out of courtesy, however, a 
visitor would normally refrain from taking too much time 
of the consultation. 

Any Baha'i, whether an isolated believer or a member of 
a local community or group, may convey his suggestions 
and recommendations to the National Spiritual Assembly at 
any time and thus take part in the consultative aspect of Ba
ha'i community life. Isolated believers and the members of 
groups may also, of course, attend the Nineteen Day Feasts 
of communities when they wish to. (Written on behalf of 
the Universal House of Justice to an individual believer, Ju
ly 23, 1985) (49) 

With respect to your question asking whether a local Spir
itual Assembly may cancel its Nineteen Day Feast in order 



to attend Feast in another community, the House of Justice 
advises that the Nineteen Day Feast should not be canceled. 
However, there is no objection to two or more local com
munities holding a joint Nineteen Day Feast occasionally, 
although it is not proper to allow such joint Feasts to be 
held on a regular basis. If members of a community find 
that the plan to hold such a joint Feast would produce in
convenience to them, they should take the matter up with 
their local Spiritual Assembly. (Written on behalf of the 
Universal House of Justice to an individual believer, April 
26, 1987) (50) 

6. Restrictions Upon Feast Attendance 

From Letters Written on Behalf of Shoghi Effendi 

As regards your question concerning the Nineteen Day 
Feasts: this is really a matter of secondary importance, and 
should be decided by the Assembly; meetings which have 
been publicly advertised for a certain date cannot, obvious
ly, be canceled. As to non-Baha'is attending: this should by 
all means be avoided, but if non-believers come to a Nine
teelt Day Feast, they should not be put out, as this might 
hurt their feelings. (September 21, 1946, to two believers) 

(51) 

The beloved Guardian has instructed me to write you con
cerning an action recently taken by your National Assem
bly, as published in your January-February BaM', News, 
that non-Baha'is may attend the Nineteen Day Feasts if 
"the earnestness of their interest in the Faith" is vouched 
for by a declared believer. 

The Guardian wishes me to direct your attention to the 
fact that none of the institutions of the Faith nor its cardinal 
principles may be changed under any circumstances. 

The Nineteen Day Feast is an institution of the Cause, 
first established by the Bab, later confirmed by Baha'u'llah, 
and now made a prominent part of the administrative order 
of the Faith. These Nineteen Day Feasts are for the Baha'is, 
and the Baha'is exclusively, and no variation from this prin
ciple is permitted. 

Thus the Guardian feels you should rescind the action 
taken by your Assembly in opening the Feasts to "near Ba
ha'is," as it is not consistent with the spirit of the adminis
trative order for non-Baha'is or near Baha'is to attend the 
Nineteen Day Feasts, particularly the administrative portion 
of the Feast. 

The Guardian realizes the spirit which animated you in 
making the suggested proposal, in order that the teaching 
work might go forward more aggressively; but he feels in 
the long run it would be detrimental to the Faith, and 
therefore should be rescinded as indicated above. (To the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Germany and Austria, May 
28, 1954) (52) 

From Letters Written by or on Behalf of the Universal 
House of Justice 

The principle universally applicable is that non-Baha'is 
are not invited to the Nineteen Day Feast. If in Persia it has 
happened that non-Baha'is are present at a Nineteen Day 

Any Baha'I may attend a Feast-a local 
Baha'I, a Baha'I from out of town, cer
tainly an isolated Baha'I from the neigh
borhood. 

Feast this is an exception and not a rule. 

It is well understood in Persia that if a non-Baha'i should 
inadvertently attend a Nineteen Day Feast he would be 
treated courteously. However, it is equally important for 
the friends to understand that they should refrain from in
viting non-Baha'is to these special gatherings, ordained by 
Baha'u'llah not only for spiritual refreshment and unity, 
but also for consultation between the Spiritual Assembly 
and the body of believers on the domestic affairs of the 
community. (Written by the Universal House of Justice to a 
local Spiritual Assembly, February 4, 1974) (53) 

In reply to your memorandum of November 16, 1975, re
questing elucidation of a statement from the Guardian 
published on page 367 of Volume IV of "Amr va Khalq," 
. . .later instructions of the beloved Guardian clearly forbid 
attendance at the Nineteen Day Feast by those deprived of 
their voting rights and the quotation published in .. Amr va 
Khalq" should therefore be replaced by another statement 
by the Guardian. (Memorandum written by the Universal 
House of Justice to the International Teaching Centre, No
vember 24, 1975) (54) 

The main thing to remember is that a group is not an ad
ministrative institution within the Baha'i Administrative 
Order; it is, however, the embryo of a local Spiritual Assem
bly and while remaining under the direct authority of the 
National Spiritual Assembly should obviously be encour
aged to prepare itself for the time when it will establish that 
divine institution. There is no objection whatever to its 
electing officers such as a secretary, chairman and treasurer, 
holding Nineteen Day Feasts and observances of the Holy 
Days, undertaking teaching and extension work, so long as 
it is always understood that the directive authority is the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly and not the group itself. (Written 
on behalf of the Universal House of Justice to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Paraguay, June 13, 1974) (55) 

It can be explained, in a friendly manner, that the Nine
teen Day Feast is an entirely private religious and domestic 
occasion for the Baha'i community when its internal affairs 
are discussed and its members meet for personal fellowship 
and worship. No great issue should be made of it for there is 
certainly nothing secret about the Feast but it is organized 
for Baha'is only. (Written on behalf of the Universal House 
of Justice to the National Spiritual Assembly of Belgium, 
November 4, 1976) (56) 

Regarding the Nineteen Day Feast, the principle univer
sally applicable is that non-Baha'is are not invited to attend, 
and if you are asked about this you can explain that the 
nature of the Feast is essentially domestic and administra
tive. During the period of consultation the Baha'is should 
be able to enjoy perfect freedom to express their views on 
the work of the Cause, unembarrassed by the feeling that all 
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they are saying is being heard by someone who has not ac
cepted Baha'u'llah and who might thereby gain a very dis
torted picture of the Faith. It would also be very embarrass
ing for any sensitive non-Baha'i to find himself plunged into 
the midst of a discussion of the detailed affairs of a Baha'i 
community of which he is not a part. A non-Baha'i who 
asks to be invited to a Feast will usually understand if this 
matter is explained to him. (Written on behalf of the Uni
versal House of Justice to an individual believer, August 12, 
1981) (57) 

The following guidance on this subject was sent to a be
liever on March 24, 1970, by the House of Justice: 

... when a non-Baha'i does appear at a Feast he should 
not be asked to leave; rather the Assembly should omit the 
consultative part of the Feast, and the non-Baha'i should be 
made welcome .... 

No doubt you are familiar with this instruction. Likewise, 
occasionally if the Feast is held in the home of the family 
where the spouse is not a Baha'i, it would be discourteous 
not to allow the non-Baha'i member of the family to attend 
at least the social and spiritual parts of the Feast. (Written 
on behalf of the Universal House of Justice to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Australia, January 8, 1985) (58) 

... if a non-Baha'i does appear at a Nineteen Day Feast 
he should be made to feel welcome, but a Baha'i should cer
tainly not invite a non-Baha'i to attend. 

From all of the foregoing it can be seen that, basically, 
the resolution of this difficulty is a matter of loving educa
tion. (Written on behalf of the Universal House of Justice 
to an individual believer, January 23, 1985) (59) 

7. Youth and Children at Feasts 

From Letters Written by or on Behalf of the Universal 
House of Justice 

Concerning your inquiry asking if children under 15 of 
non-Baha'i parents could attend Nineteen Day Feasts or 
other events held exclusively for Baha'is when the children 
consider themselves as Baha'is, such children may be per
mitted to attend Baha'i functions provided their parents 
have given their consent. This applies only, of course, to 
children under the age of 15 years. (Written by the Universal 
House of Justice to the National Spiritual Assembly of Nic
aragua, August 4, 1970) (60) 

Concerning the declaration of young people under the age 
of 18, . . . we can accept a child of the age of 15 and over as 
a Baha'i even if his parents do not consent and this remains 
true even though according to the law of Finland they can
not be officially transferred to the Baha'i register. You 
should not, therefore, exclude such believers from the Nine
teen Day Feasts. However, although such young believers 
should not be swayed from their belief by their parents' ob
jections, they should, in view of the stress that the Teach
ings place upon the respect due to parents and in view of the 
law in Finland, obey their parents as far as taking part in 
Baha'i activities is concerned. Their aim should be to grad
ually awaken in their parents' hearts the same love for 
Baha'u'llah that has fired their own and not to antagonize 
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their parents needlessly or contribute in any way to dishar
mony in their families at this crucial point in their develop
ment. (Written by the Universal House of Justice to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Finland, March 1, 1972) (61) 

The Universal House of Justice has received your letter of 
October 11, 1976, inquiring whether children placed in the 
home of Baha'is for temporary or prolonged care are per
mitted to attend Baha'i functions, and we have been asked 
to inform you that such children may be permitted to attend 
the Nineteen Day Feasts and other Baha'i functions, and 
that no distinction should be made between them and the 
children of Baha'is in this regard. (Written on behalf of the 
Universal House of Justice to a Baha'i group, October 31, 
1976) (62) 

... the House of Justice has instructed us to say that 
children should be trained to understand the spiritUal sig
nificance of the gatherings of the followers of the Blessed 
Beauty, and to appreciate the honor and bounty of being 
able to take part in them, whatever their outward form may 
be. It is realized that some Baha'i observances are lengthy 
and it is difficult for very small children to remain quiet for 
so long. In such cases one or other of the parents may have 
to miss part of the meeting in order to care for the child. 
The Spiritual Assembly can also perhaps help the parents by 
providing for a children's observance, suited to their capac
ities, in a separate room during part of the community's 
observance. Attendance at the whole of the adult celebra
tion thus becomes a sign of growing maturity and a distinc
tion to be earned by good behavior. 

In any case, the House of Justice points out that parents 
are responsible for their children and should make them be
have when they attend Baha'i meetings. If children persist in 
creating a disturbance they should be taken out of the meet
ing. This is not merely necessary to ensure the properly dig
nified conduct of Baha'i meetings but is an aspect of the 
training of children in courtesy, consideration for others, 
reverence, and obedience to their parents. (Written on be
half of the Universal House of Justice to the National Spir
itual Assembly of Canada, October 14, 1982) (63) 

It would not be administratively proper for a Baha'i 
youth under 21 years of age to act as chairman of the Nine
teen Day Feast. However, no great issue should be made of 
this as it is a purely minor matter. (Written on behalf of the 
Universal House of Justice to the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Italy, February 22, 1984) (64) 

In response to the question you have raised in your letter 
of October 18, 1984, concerning the place of children in the 
community, especially with regard to Nineteen Day Feasts, 
we are asked to share with you the following quotation from 
a letter written on behalf of the Universal House of Justice 
to a National Assembly on the subject: 

"Since children of Baha'i parents are considered to be 
Baha'is, they are to be encouraged to attend all Feasts, there 
to share the reading of the Writings and prayers and be 
bathed in the spirit of the community. It is the hope of the 
House of Justice that every Feast will be a feast of love 
when the children will give and receive the tangible affection 
of the community and its individual members." 



The House of Justice noted the suggestion you have made 
about holding Feasts on a weekend close to the first day of 
the Baha'i month to facilitate the attendance of children 
and their parents. This is a matter for the local Assembly to 
discuss and decide upon .... (Written on behalf of the Uni
versal House of Justice to an individual believer, November 
22, 1984) (65) 

8. The Feast Celebration: Prayers and Scriptural 
Readings 

From Letters Written on Behalf of Shoghi Effendi 8 

With regard to your question concerning the use of music 
in the Nineteen Day Feasts, he wishes you to assure all the 
friends that he not only approves of such a practice, but 
thinks it even advisable that the believers should make use in 
their meetings of hymns composed by Baha'is themselves, 
and also of such hymns, poems and chants as are based on 
the Holy Words. (April 1935) (66) 

Regarding your questions: the devotional part of the 
Nineteen Day Feast means the reading of prayers by Baha'
u'llah and the Master. If, after this, there is a period of 
reading of the teachings, his (the Guardian's) writings may 
be included, but this does not form part of the devotional 
aspect of the meeting. (December IS, 1947) (67) 

Regarding the question you asked him about the Baha'i 
sacred writings: these should be regarded as the writings of 
the Bab, Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha, and only these 
should be read during the purely devotional part of the 
Feast. (May 11, 1948, to the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Australia and New Zealand) (68) 

During the devotional part of the Nineteen Day Feast any 
part of the writings of the Bab, Baha'u'llah and the Master 
can be read, also from the Bible and Qur'an, as these are all 
sacred scriptures. This part of the meeting need not be con
fined to prayers, though prayers can and should be read 
during it. (October 18, 1948) (69) 

The question regarding the devotional part of the Feast 
has been obscured because once he used the term "devo
tional" in its strict sense, which of course means prayer, and 
once loosely, in the sense in which the Baha'is usually 
understand it, and that is the meeting together and reading 
from the teachings which precedes the administrative-or 
consultative- aspect of the Nineteen Day Feast. The two 
statements in no way change the method of holding this part 
of the Feast which, in the East at any rate, is always opened 
with prayers and afterwards the Tablets and excerpts from 
Baha'u'llah's, or the Master's or the Guardian'S, writings 
may be read or, for that matter, the Bible or Qur'an quoted. 
(April 11, 1949, to the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States) (70) 

Music is permitted during the spiritual part-or any 
part-of the Nineteen Day Feast. (June 30, 1952, to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the United States) (71) 

8. To individual believers except where noted. 

If an individual has a teaching appoint
ment on the same evening as a Nineteen 
Day Feast, it is left to the individual to 
judge which is the most important. 

Regarding the questions you raised in your letter: 
First, he feels that, although in principle there is certainly 

no reason why excerpts from other Sacred Scriptures should 
not be read in the spiritual part of our Feasts, as this is par
ticularly an occasion when Baha'is get together to deepen 
their own spiritual life, it is, generally speaking, advisable 
for them to read from their own holy Writings in the spir
itual part of the Feast. (February 18, 1954) (72) 

The Writings of the Bab and Baha'u'llah can certainly be 
read at any time at any place; likewise the Writings of 'Ab
du'l-Baha are read freely during the spiritual part of the 
Feast. The Guardian has instructed that during the spiritual 
part of the Feast, his own writings should not be read. In 
other words, during the spiritual part of the Feast, readings 
should be confined to the Writings of the Bab, Baha'u'llah 
and, to a lesser extent, of the Master; but during that part of 
the Feast the Guardian's writings should not be read. Dur
ing the period of administrative discussion of the Feast, 
then the Guardian's writings may be read. Of course during 
the administrative part of the Feast there can be no objec
tion to the reading of the Writings of the Bab, Baha'u'llah 
or 'Abdu'l-Baha. (April 27, 1956) (73) 

Instrumental music may be used at the Baha'i Feasts. 
There is no objection to showing appreciation by the clap

ping of hands. 

If an individual has a teaching appointment on the same 
evening as a Nineteen Day Feast, it is left to the individual 
to judge which is the most important. (August 20, 1956) 

(74) 

From Letters Written by the Universal House of Justice 

We have noted in your Minutes of 27 December, page 1, a 
statement, "It was agreed to advise the friends in .... that it 
was not correct to sing a song composed by a Baha'i at the 
devotional part of the Nineteen Day Feast." 

It is not clear what your framework of reference for con
sultation happened to be, nor if a direct question was refer
red to your National Assembly for decision. However, we 
feel it will be helpful to you to know that songs whose words 
are the primary Writings of the Bab, Baha'u'llah or 'Ab
du'l-Baha are all quite fitting for the devotional portion of 
the Feast. Indeed, the Persian chants are such songs, out of 
a different tradition; they are a way of giving music to the 
Holy Word, and each person who chants does it in a way 
which mirrors his feeling and expression of the Words he is 
uttering. As for songs whose words are poetic and the com
position of persons other than the Figures of the Faith, 
these may be desirable but in their proper place, for, as you 
know, "music is the language of the spirit." 

Inasmuch as the spirit of our gathering is so much af
fected by the tone and quality of our worship, of our feeling 
and appreciation of the Word of God for this day, we would 
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hope that you would encourage the most beautiful possible 
expression of the human spirits in your communities, 
through music among other modes of feeling. (February 22, 
1971, to the National Spiritual Assembly of Guyana, Suri
name and French Guiana) (75) 

Moreover, it should be borne in mind that the Persian 
writings of Shoghi Effendi are unique in nature, and many 
of them, unlike his English letters and messages addressed 
to the western believers, are interspersed with supplications, 
prayers and homilies of a devotional character which are 
suitable for the spiritual part of Baha'i Feasts. (October 15, 
1972, to an individual believer) (76) 

(See also extract 70, referring to the use of the Guardian's 
Persian writings in the devotional portion of the Feast in 
Eastern Baha'i communities.) 

9. The Feast Celebration: Consultation 

From Letters Written on Behalf of Shoghi Effendi 

The main purpose of the Nineteen Day Feasts is to enable 
individual believers to offer any suggestion to the local As
sembly, which in its turn will pass it to the National Spir
itual Assembly. The local Assembly is, therefore, the proper 
medium through which local Baha'i communities can com
municate with the body of the national representatives. The 
Convention should be regarded as a temporary gathering, 
having certain specific functions to perform during a limited 
period of time. Its status is thus limited in time to the Con
vention sessions, the function of consultation at all other 
times being vested in the entire body of the believers 
through the local Spiritual Assemblies. (November 18, 
1933, to the National Spiritual Assembly of the United 
States and Canada) (77) 

The chief opportunity which the friends have for discus
sion on administrative questions is during the Nineteen Day 
Feasts, at which time the members of the Assembly can 
meet with the body of the believers and discuss in common 
the affairs of the Cause, and suggest new policies and 
methods. But even then no reference to individuals should 
be made. (March 27, 1938, to an individual believer) (78) 

Now with reference to your last dear letter in which you 
had asked whether the believers have the right to openly ex
press their criticism of any Assembly action or policy: it is 
not only the right, but the vital responsibility of every loyal 
and intelligent member of the community to offer fully and 
frankly, but with due respect and consideration to the au
thority of the Assembly, any suggestion, recommendation 
or criticism he conscientiously feels he should in order to 
improve and remedy certain existing conditions or trends in 
his local community, and it is the duty of the Assembly also 
to give careful consideration to any such views submitted to 
them by anyone of the believers. The best occasion chosen 
for this purpose is the Nineteen Day Feast, which, besides 
its social and spiritual aspects, fulfills various administra
tive needs and requirements of the community, chief among 
them being the need for open and constructive criticism and 
deliberation regarding the state of affairs within the local 
Baha'i community. 

12 November 1989/Bah6'j News 

But again it should be stressed that all criticisms and 
discussions of a negative character which may result in un
dermining the authority of the Assembly as a body should 
be strictly avoided. For otherwise the order of the Cause 
itself will be endangered, and confusion and discord will 
reign in the community. (December 13, 1939, to an in
dividual believer) (79) 

The Baha'is must learn to forget personalities and to 
overcome the desire-so natural in people-to take sides 
and fight about it. They must also learn to really make use 
of the great principle of consultation. There is a time set 
aside at the Nineteen Day Feasts for the community to ex
press its views and make suggestions to its Assembly; the 
Assembly and the believers should look forward to this hap
py period of discussion, and neither fear it nor suppress it. 
Likewise the Assembly members should fully consult, and 
in their decisions put the interests of the Cause first and not 
personalities, the will of the majority prevailing. (June 30, 
1949, to the National Spiritual Assembly of Germany and 
Austria) (80) 

From Letters Written by or on Behalf of the Universal 
House of Justice 

As you no doubt realize by this time, enrolling large 
numbers of new believers in a short period of time brings 
with it many problems of consolidation, but we are certain 
that you wiII be able to handle these problems and move on 
to even greater achievements. 

We note from reading your minutes that the enthusiasm 
of some of the new believers is being tested by the reading of 
long, wordy letters at Nineteen Day Feasts, and we think 
that something should be done about this. While it is impor
tant that the believers be informed about important mes
sages from the Holy Land and other important items, it is 
true that the reading of messages at Nineteen Day Feasts can 
become a very boring and trying experience particularly for 
new believers not acquainted with many aspects of Baha'i 
administration. We think you should consider other ways 
and means by which believers could be informed of vital 
and necessary information, such as through bulletins, in
stitutes and other meetings. (Written by the Universal 
House of Justice to the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Hawaiian Islands, September 6, 1971) (81) 

As cited in Article IV of the By-Laws of a Local Spiritual 
Assembly, "While retaining the sacred right of final deci
sion in all matters pertaining to the Baha'i community, the 
Spiritual Assembly shall ever seek the advice and consulta
tion of all members of the community, keep the community 
informed of all its affairs, and invite full and free discussion 
on the part of the community of all matters affecting the 
Faith." 

The actual voting on recommendations made at Nineteen 
Day Feasts to decide whether they should be forwarded to 
the local Assembly is a secondary matter which may be left 
for decision by the local Spiritual Assemblies themselves. It 
is not prohibited that the local Assembly secretary record 
suggestions made at Nineteen Day Feasts for consideration 
by the Assembly. The important point to keep in mind is the 
provision made in the By-Laws as mentioned above. 



(Memorandum written by the Universal House of Justice to 
the International Teaching Centre, January 21, 1982) (82) 

Baha'i youth between the ages of 15 and 21 may certainly 
take part in discussions, and should be encouraged to do so, 
but they may not vote on recommendations to the Assembly 
until they are 21. (Written on behalf of the Universal House 
of Justice to the National Spiritual Assembly of the United 
Kingdom, September 16, 1979) (83) 

As a local Spiritual Assembly is responsible for the 
organization of Nineteen Day Feasts, and is expected to 
make a report of its activities to the community at the Feast, 
in addition to responding to suggestions submitted to it, a 
local Assembly should meet at least once a Baha'i month. 
However, the Universal House of Justice does not wish to 
draw hard and fast rules in this matter, and prefers to leave 
this question to the discretion of each National Assembly. 

If a local community, under the direction of its local As
sembly, observes Nineteen Day Feasts regularly, and it oc
casionally has a joint Feast with one or more other com
munities, you may credit in your statistics each Assembly 
for having held its own Nineteen Day Feast. You, of course, 
realize that joint Feasts do not fulfill the purpose of the 
Nineteen Day Feast in its strict sense, and should not be
come a regular practice among the friends. (Written on be
half of the Universal House of Justice to the National Spir
itual Assembly of Transkei, February 15, 1982) (84) 

If the friends at a Nineteen Day Feast agree with a recom
mendation, either unanimously or by a majority, it con
stitutes a recommendation from the Feast to the Assembly. 
On the other hand, if an individual believer makes a sugges
tion that other friends do not take up, it may still be consid
ered by the Assembly .... (Written on behalf of the Uni
versal House of Justice to the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Germany, July 27, 1982) (85) 

There are a number of factors involved in understanding 
the nature of appropriate interaction between a believer and 
his or her local Spiritual Assembly during the consultative 
part of the Nineteen Day Feast. Chief among these is an ap
preciation of the purpose of this most important Institution 
of the Cause. 'Abdu'l-Baha described the Feast in these 
terms: 

"This Feast is a bringer of joy. It is the groundwork of 
agreement and unity. It is the key to affection and fellow
ship. It diffuseth the oneness of mankind." (Written on 
behalf of the Universal House of Justice to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Argentina, July 25, 1984) (86) 

(See also extract 4) 

The By-Laws of a Local Spiritual Assembly clearly imply 
the roles of the chairman and vice-chairman for meetings of 
the Assembly. For Feasts, the chairman or an appointed 
representative of the Spiritual Assembly presides during the 
period of consultation. However, this is not specified in the 
By-Laws and is a secondary matter left to the discretion of 
the National Assembly in each country; that Assembly may 
either adopt a uniform procedure for local Assemblies to 
follow, or leave the matter to the discretion of the local As
sembly itself .... (Written on behalf of the Universal House 

of Justice to an individual believer, December 23, 1986) 
(87) 

10. The Feast Celebration: Socializing 

From a Memorandum Written by the Universal House of 
Justice 

We can understand the desire of some of the friends to 
provide a warm welcome at the Feasts to newly declared be
lievers and particularly youth, and we see no objection to 
the Assembly giving a reception before the actual Feast to 
achieve this purpose. As the Feast is frequently held in the 
evening, the Assembly might consider it desirable to arrange 
for the believers to have a light evening meal together before 
the Feast is held or it could, for example, arrange for social 
activities of an appropriate kind while the friends are 
gathering prior to the actual commencement of the Nineteen 
Day Feast. This should not, however, take the place of the 
social part of the Feast itself. (January 21, 1973, to the 
Hands of the Cause residing in the Holy Land) (88) 

11. The Blending of Cultures in the Feast Celebration 

From Letters Written by or on Behalf of the Universal 
House of Justice 

We have considered your letter of March 11, 1970, con
cerning the difficulties you are experiencing in getting the 
Indian believers on reservations to hold regular Nineteen 
Day Feasts. 

In applying instructions about Nineteen Day Feasts, as 
well as other matters of administration, to indigenous be
lievers it is important that the process of weaning them away 
from the old forms should be accomplished gradually so as 
not to destroy their spirit, and your Assembly should not be 
too rigid in these matters. (Written by the Universal House 
of Justice to the National Spiritual Assembly of Canada, 
April 3, 1970) (89) 

The International Teaching Centre has sent us a copy of 
your letter of 10 October 1982 asking about language prob
lems brought about by the influx of Iranians who do not un
derstand English. It is important that the Iranian friends be 
encouraged to make the effort to learn the language used in 
the country and become integrated into the life and ac
tivities of the community. The Nineteen Day Feasts and 
other official gatherings of the friends should be conducted 
in whatever is the conventional local language. This does 
not mean, of course, that at such gatherings some of the 
readings could not be in the language of the immigrants, or 
that, if these friends so wish, some classes and conferences 
may not be held and conducted in their own language for 
their benefit. The essential thing is, as stated above, to pro
mote the integration of the immigrants into the community 
and avoid feelings of estrangement or disunity on account 
of language. (Written by the Universal House of Justice to 
an individual believer, November 10, 1982) (90) 

The local Spiritual Assembly of .... is correct in its deci
sion to conduct the Nineteen Day Feasts in Spanish and to 
not translate the proceedings in Persian, especially in view 
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of the fact that some of the Spanish friends are becoming 
alienated from the community. Although the Iranian believ
ers should make every effort to attend the Nineteen Day 
Feasts, they should not expect such meetings to be con
ducted in Persian. They should try to learn Spanish, par
ticularly if they are planning to make their home in Spain. 
There is no objection, however, to Persian friends if they so 
wish having special meetings for fellowship and deepening 
conducted in Persian. (Written on behalf of the Universal 
House of Justice to the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Spain, February 6, 1983) (91) 

You have asked for suggestions regarding the preparation 
of the handbook on Baha'i Holy Days which you are plan
ning to publish. It is important that notwithstanding what
ever details you set forth therein, it be made clear that the 
contents do not constitute procedures that must be rigidly 
adhered to. Dignity and reverence befitting the occasion 
should obviously characterize observances of Baha'i Holy 
Days by the friends, but this does not mean that cultural tra
ditions which do not contravene Baha'i principles may not, 
and cannot, find expression in the local observances and 
meetings of the friends. (Written on behalf of the Universal 
House of Justice to an individual believer, August 1, 1983) 

(92) 

In answer to your question about the presence of pets 
during Baha'i meetings in homes in Europe, the House of 
Justice asks us to explain that the European attitude to pets 
is very different from that of the people of, for example, 
North Africa, and that this is a minor matter of which no is
sue should be made. (Written on behalf of the Universal 
House of Justice to an individual believer, August 29, 1983) 

(93) 

14 November 1889/Bah6'i New. 

Whatever linguistic problems exist, the House of Justice 
welcomes the holding of special classes and gatherings for 
the Iranian friends in addition to the regular community 
meetings, so that they will have the opportunity to study the 
Holy Writings in their own language and will be kept in
formed of what is going on in the Baha'i community of 
Canada. Nineteen Day Feasts and local Spiritual Assembly 
meetings should be conducted in English or French, as the 
case may be, since these are the languages of your country. 
If, however, it is possible to make arrangements for the 
Iranians who have not yet learned the language to benefit in 
some way from the topics discussed at such meetings with
out interfering with the smooth running of the meetings, 
this factor could be taken into consideration. (Written on 
behalf of the Universal House of Justice to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Canada, February 7, 1984) (94) 

The House of Justice has given the advice to SpiritUal As
semblies faced with questions of possible contlict between 
tribal practices and Baha'i law, that such Assemblies should 
distinguish between aspects of tribal community life which 
are related to fundamental laws (such as monogamy) and 
matters of lesser importance, from which the friends can 
and should extricate themselves gradually. Furthermore, the 
House of Justice has offered the advice that: 

"The institutions of the Faith should be careful not to 
press the friends to arbitrarily discard those local traditions 
which are harmless and often colorful characteristics of par
ticular peoples and tribes. Were a new Baha'i suddenly to 
cease following the customs of his people, it is possible that 
they might misunderstand the true nature of the Baha'i 
Faith, and the Baha'is could be regarded as having turned 
against the traditions of the land .... " (Written on behalf 
of the Universal House of Justice to two believers, October 
25, 1987) (95) 



Update on the availability of 'The Promise of World Peace' 
to the peoples of the world 

In the less than four years since the Universal House of 
Justice addressed "The Promise of World Peace" to the 
peoples of the world, this statement of assurance and chal
lenge has been extensively diss~minated throughout the 
world to incalculable numbers of people at all levels of so
ciety, from Heads of State to individuals in the farthest 
reaches of the planet. 

printed publications in at least 87 languages, and audio cas
settes in at least 12 languages. The diversity of the world's 
population has required that, for the message of the peace 
statement to be understood, it must be conveyed in a form 
that is suited to the capacity of each recipient. This process 
is well under way, as indicated by the various language edi
tions of "The Promise of World Peace" which have been 
received at the Baha'i World Centre and which appear in the 
summary listing below: 

Today, "The Promise of World Peace" is available to the 
peoples of the world in no less than 93 languages, through 

Legend: A = Audio Cassette 
A V = Audio-Visual 
Ff = Full Text 

LC = Low Cost 
M = Manuscript 
P = Pocket Size 

SE = Special Edition 
SI = Simplified 

• = Dual-language version 
available (in all cases, 
second language is English) SU = Summary 

Afrikaans .......................... Ff Gilbertese (lkiribati) ................. FT Polish ............................. FT 
Amharic ........................... Ff Greek ........................... FTSE Portuguese ................... FT SE SU 
Arabic ......................... FT· SE Gujarati ........................... FT Punjabi ............................ Ff 
Armenian ........................... M Hebrew ............................ FT Quechua ........................... Ff 
Baule ............................... A Hindi ............................. FT Romanian .......................... SU 
Bengali ............................ Ff Iban ............................... FT Russian ............................ FT 
Bete ................................ A Icelandic ........................ FT SU Samoan ........................... FT· 
Bhubaneswar ....................... Ff Inuit, Greenlandic ................ FT SE Sebuano (Cebuano) .................. Ff 
Bambara .................... ........ A Italian ........................... FT A Serbian ............................ FT 
Bislama .......................... FT A Japanese ........................... FT Sesotho ............................ SU 
Catalan ............................ Ff Kannada ........................... FT Sindhi ............................ Ff. 
Chamorro .......................... SI Khmer ............................. M Sinhalese ........................... FT 
Chichewa .......................... SI· Kinyarwanda ....................... FT Slovenian .......................... Ff 
Chinese ..................... FT· SE LC Korean ......................... FT SE Spanish ................... Ff SE SI A V 
Creole, Haitian ..................... Ff Kwanyama ......................... FT Swahili ............................ Ff 
Creole, Lesser Antilles French ....... SI A Lao ............................ FT SU Swati ........................... Ff SE 
Croatian ........................... Ff Macedonian ........................ FT Swedish ............................ Ff 
Dan (Yacouba) ....................... A Malay ............................ SE· Tagalog ............................ Ff 
Danish ........................ FT SE A Maori, Cook Islands ................. FT Tamil .............................. Ff 
Dutch .......................... FT LC Maori, New Zealand .............. FT LC Telugu ............................. Ff 
Dyula .............................. A Marathi ............................ FT Thai. ........................... Ff SE 
English ......... Ff SE LC P SU SI A AV Motu .............................. FT Tigriya ............................. Ff 
English, Braille ..................... Ff Navajo ............................. A Tongan ............................ Ff 
English, Unifon Script. .............. Ff Nepali ............................. FT Tswana ......................... Ff SI· 
Esperanto .......................... Ff Niuean ............................ FT Turkish ......................... Ff SE 
Faeroese ........................... Ff Norwegian ...................... FT SE Tuvaluan .......................... Ff 
Fijian .............................. Ff Oriya ........................... FT SE Vietnamese ......................... Ff 
Fmnish ......................... FT SE Palauan ............................ SI Urdu .............................. Ff 
French ..................... FT SE SU A Persian ...................... FT SE A V Welsh ............................. Ff 
Gaelic, Irish ........................ Ff Pidgin, New Guinea ................. FT Xhosa ............................ Ff· 
German ...................... FT SE SU Pidgin, Solomon Islands ............. FT Yapese ............................. SI 

Special editions of "The Promise of World Peace" are 
generally bound and of a quality appropriate for special 
presentations. Audio-visual versions based on extracts of 
the peace statement are available in video format. A 
slide/tape version has also been produced in Spanish. Some 

publications of the peace statement have been prepared for 
specific audiences, such as children or youth, for dissemina
tion through commercial book dealers. Several editions in
clude supplemental material, such as quotations, a study 
guide, an index or information about the Baha'i Faith. 

Baha'i World Centre. Department of Statistics. September 1989 
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The world 

Women's Conference in Australia 

"Finding Common Ground" was 
the theme of a conference for indig
enous women held last July 7-12 in 
Adelaide, Australia. 

Six Baha'{ women attended in
cluding Heather Pym and Safoura 
Chittleborough who had helped to 
organize the event through their in
volvement as Baha'i appointees to 
South Australia's United Nations 
Committee on the Status of Women. 

The conference itself, funded by 

Pakistan 

cine for a patient she has examined 
during afree Baha'{-run medical camp 
on Bhit Island near Karachi, Pakistan. 

A free medical camp, organized by 
the Baha'i Youth Committee of Rawal
pindi, was held last June 30 in the vil
lage of Khakree Slaktheer, near Mur
ree, Pakistan. 

Helping at the camp were Dr. Far
had Mashrequi, nurses Surraya and 
Parveen Ghani, Auxiliary Board mem-

18 November 1988/Bah6'j News 

UNESCO, served as a sequel to the 
forum on the End of the Decade for 
Women held in 1985 in Nairobi, Ken
ya. Its main purpose was to provide an 
arena for consultation in which women 
could develop strategies to address 
their common needs and concerns. 

More than 1,000 people attended the 
conference, the majority of whom were 
Australian Aboriginals. Also attending 
were indigenous women from the Tor
res Strait Islands, New Zealand, the 

service is provided every 
weeks under the sponsorship 
Spiritual Assembly of Karachi. 

ber Iqbal Imani, and Dr. Muneer, a 
non-Baha'i physician from Holy Fam
ily Hospital. 

The camp opened with prayers and 
readings from the Writings of 'Abdu'l
Baha concerning service to humanity, 
after which some 60 patients were 
given free medical treatment. 

Pacific islands, the Soviet Union, 
Sweden, Norway, Northern Ireland, 
the Philippines, Japan, and North and 
South America. 

The National Baha'i Women's Com
mittee of Australia, represented at the 
conference by Madge Williams, sent 
flowers and a message which was read 
to the delegates. Both the flowers and 
message were warmly received. 

• 
The Hand of the Cause of God Col

lis Featherstone and his wife, Madge, 
were among those attending the first 
intensive teaching institute ever held 
for Aboriginal people in Australia. 

Fifty-five people attended the recent 
gathering, of whom 25 were of Abori
ginal and Islander descent while the 
rest included Indians, Persians and 
Maoris as well as other Australians. 
The indigenous friends took an active 
part, asking many questions. 

Honduras 
"Project Muhajir," which began in 

January in Honduras, has so far visited 
five Garifuna Baha'i communities to 
teach, deepen and proclaim the Faith. 
At the end of the week the aim in each 
community is for the team to have en
rolled new Baha'is, established child
ren's classes, ensured the observance of 
the Nineteen Day Feasts, and trained 
several key people to carryon its activ
ities. Return visits are planned to re
inforce the efforts and continue the 
process of consolidation. 

Conditions are physically arduous, 
with all transportation on foot or by 
dugout canoe, and food is scarce even 
for the indigenous population. Newen
rollments, however, are more than 100, 
and team members feel that a firm 
foundation is being established for en
try by troops. 



Netherlands 

More than 100 people attended a Eu
ropean Baha'i Youth Conference held 
last July 11-17 at De Poort in the Neth
erlands. They carne from 15 countries 
including some from North Africa. 

Sessions focused on the writings of 
Shoghi Effendi with speakers address
ing the topic including David Hofman, 
retired member of the Universal House 
of Justice; Counsellor Agnes Ghaz
navi; and guest speaker Prof. Soheil 
Bushrui. 

A memorial service was held for the 
Hand of the Cause of God Ugo Gia
chery who died July 5 while visiting 
Western Samoa. 

In honor of their fellow Baha'is in 
Iran who are unable to render the ser
vices they so desire to perform, the 
conference participants committed 
themselves to initiating personal 
teaching and proclamation on an un
precedented scale. Commitments were 
made in regard to pioneering, travel 
teaching, proclamation, deepening and 
study, contributions to the Fund, the 
youth year of service, consolidation 
and prayer. 

• 
Nearly 200 people representing al

most all European communities gath
ered July 1-2 at DePoort, the Nether
lands, for the first European Baha'i 
Women's Conference. 

Among the distinguished guests was 
Dr. Magdalene Carney, a Counsellor 

Guinea 
An analysis of Baha'i principles con

cerning world peace was the topic of a 
thesis written this year by Parivash Ar
dei, a student at Conakry University in 
Guinea. Professors and fellow students 
filled the room where Ms. Ardei de
fended her thesis before eight jurors. 

At the outset the jury contested some 
Baha'i concepts; in response to her 
answers, however, the atmosphere 
changed completely. Many questions 
were then asked out of curiosity about 
the Baha'i Faith itself. 

After three hours the jury asked for 
privacy to deliberate. A few minutes 
later they announced that they had 
judged the thesis "excellent," which is 
the highest mark possible and one that 
is seldom given at the university. 

Pictured are some of the youth who 
gathered July 11-17 for the European 
Youth Conference in the Netherlands. 
Young people from 15 countries were 

member of the International Teaching 
Centre in Haifa. 

It was reported that the friends were 
inspired and determined to develop 
specific plans of action to achieve 
equality of the sexes. 

• 
The Baha'i community of Amers

foort, the Netherlands, was asked by 
its city's broadcasting station to help 
put together a radio program about the 
Faith. 

Almost all of the students and pro
fessors of the School of Social Science 
heard about the Faith; as a result, 
many asked for copies of the thesis. In 
addition, the director of the school and 
the deans of the departments of philos
ophy and history were presented with 
copies of "The Baha'i Faith and World 
Peace." 

Dominica 
A recent five-day teaching trip in 

which puppets were used as the 
medium for teaching drew audiences of 
up to 60 children in Dominica. The 
puppets were created by Oscar and 
Winnie Merritt of Barbados, who com
prised half of the four-member teach
ing team. 

drawn to this first of five regional con
ferences to be held in Europe this past 
summer. The theme was 'Emerging 
from Obscurity.' 

The program, which was broadcast 
last March 29, included discussions 
about the persecutions in Iran, the re
lationship between the Faith and the 
United Nations, the Baha'i teachings 
on racism, and the Faith's approach to 
child education . 

It was enhanced by prayers in Per
sian, a Hidden Word that was sung, a 
song by Gregory Paul, and several 
songs by Nadieh. 

The program lasted for one hour. 

Canada 
Traveling teachers Debra Olafson 

and Nina Kaczmarek recently visited 
Sandy Bay Reservation in Manitoba, 
Canada, to show the mm, "Through 
the Eyes of Young Baha'is." 

Of the native people who attended, 
three were especially entranced by the 
film including one who had never 
heard of the Faith. They were espec
ially interested in the segments of the 
"Mona" video that are a part of the 
film. 

Many of their questions centered on 
the martyrdom of the Bab and the 
reasons for Mona's execution. The 
"first-timer" then asked how to be
come a Baha'i, not only enrolling but 
setting the stage for the enrollments of 
two others. 
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Now availab/~an essential reference text that is a significant aid 
toward achieving one of the goals of the Six Year Plan, 

fostering the maturation of Bahfl 'f communities 

Developing Distinctive 
Baha'i Communities 
Guidelines for Spiritual Assemblies 
Published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States 

A compilation of approximately 450 pages designed to give Spiritual Assemblies 
access to Baha'i writings (many of which are published for the first time) on topics 
relevant to their needs and goals. Its twenty chapters include extracts on topics 
such as The Organization of the Assembly, Community Membership, Feast, 
Marriage, Divorce, and Relationship with Government. 

Excellent for individual and community deepening and for use in BaM.'} 
schools. 

An Index will be available later this year and will be distributed free of charge 

upon request. Loose/eaf, 3-Ho/e Punched Format 

The Baha'i Distribution Service 
SC$24.95 

DEVELOPING 
DISTINCTIVE BAHA' j 
COMMUNITIES 

Guidelines Jor 
Spiritual Assemblies 

~auonaJ Spiritual Assembly 01 the 
Baha"is of th~ C:Uled States 

415 Linden Avenue, Wilmette,IL 60091 / 800-999-9019 / 312-251-1854 / FAX 312-251-3652 
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India 

A charter for Baha'i schools 

Prepared by Dr. Stephen H. Waite, head of the Depart
ment of Social and Economic Development and Education, 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd'ls of India. 

ACKNOWLEDGEME~TS 

The teachings of the Baha'i Faith include many principles 
whose application will offer us new patterns for education. 
Yet it is premature for us to surmise the directions which
may evolve. The following statement is therefore only a 
brief summary, for our current reference, of some of the es
sential features to be considered by Baha'i educators. Fos
tering these characteristics in our educational efforts will 
help us to perceive and explore further features as our 
awareness and capacities increase. 

The synthesis of some of the teachings of the Faith rep
resented here in a charter for Baha'i schools has been influ
enced by the experience of working to develop the Rabbani 
School under the National Spiritual Assembly of the Ba
ha'is of India. Of greatest import during the Rabbani years 
has been the guidance from the Universal House of Justice 
relating to the development of the school. Further, this syn
thesis was enhanced by consultations held during a National 
Education Conference called for the purpose of consulting 
on the "distinguishing characteristics of Baha'i education 
and Baha'i schools." The conference was held January 
23-26, 1988, at the New Era S.:hool in Panchgani, \-laha
rashtra, India. In the four jays that were spent, the pro
posed list of principles of Baha'i education was discussed in 
detail and several new ones were added. It was agreed dur
ing the conference that the process of adjusting each of our 
existing school's programs to more fully reflect Baha'i char
acteristics can best be assisted by a simple, straightforward 
statement or definition of the Baha'i school. A school's 
governing body and administration can first come to under
stand the main principles. These can then be shared with the 
facuity, the students and the parents. Onct: all concerned 
persons understand the ultimate goal, the process of change 
in that direction can begin. 

We look forward with anticipation to many discoveries 
and insights as we put Baha'i educational principles into 
practice. In the last century, in Iran, schools such as the Per
sian Tarbiyyat Schools became potent instruments for pro
gress and development of the nation, communities in gen
eral, and improvement in the status of women. A similar 
capacity for the dynamic transformation of society now ex
ists in India. That is, in our schools-through the applica
tion of spiritual principles derived from the sacred Writings 
of the Baha'i Faith-is now presented a unique opportunity 
for social advancement. It is hoped that this document will 

help us accelerate the process. 

INTRODUCTION 
What is a Baha'i school? What are its primary and dis

tinguishing characteristics? The answer to these questions is 
a matter of urgent and fundamental importance to the al
most 300 emerging schools in India. The Baha'i Writings do 
not detail a system which can simply be adopted and put in
to practice; rather, a Baha'i educational system will grad
ually evolve as a result of the involvement of Baha'i scholars 
and educators concentrating on this question. The first step 
in the process is the identification of the basic principles and 
teaching ideals which are reflected in the Baha'i Writings. 
Second, a dynamic and creative process of interaction will 
occur as these principles are implemented in culture; there 
will even be interaction among the principles themselves. 
The implementation of broad philosophical principles will 
engender unique solutions depending upon the persons, cul
ture, circumstances and efforts of each school. From this 
process gradually will emerge what will be accepted as a Ba
ha'i system of education. 
The function of education 

The role that has been given to education in the Baha'i 
Writings is a most important one. Education is critical to 
the development of both the individual and society at large. 
When speaking of the individual, Baha'u'Uah states: "Edu
cation can, alone, cause it (man) to reveal its treasures, and 
enable mankind to benefit therefrom." I In this regard 'Ab
du'l-Baha states: "Education is the indispensable founda
tion of all human excellence and alloweth man to work his 
way to the heights of abiding glory." 2 

As regards .:ivilization, Baha'u'llah says that the greatest 
means provided for the "exaltation of the Word of God 
amongst His servants, and likewise, to the advancement of 
the world at being and the uplift of souls ... is the educa
tion of the child." J 'Abdu'I-Baha adds that" ... learning 
and the use of the mind" is the "mightiest" of the "pillars" 
and "unshakable supports of the faith of God." 4 In 
another place 'Abdu'l-Baha says, " ... in this New Cycle, 
education and training are recorded in the Book of God as 
obligatory and not voluntary." l "All must receive training 
and instruction ... universal education is a universal 
law." 6 "You must attach the greatest importance to the 
education of children, for this is the foundation of the Law 
of God, and the bedrock of the edifice of His Faith." 7 

"This school is one of the vital and essential institutions 
which indeed support and bulwark the edifice of man
kind ... " 8 
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Responsibility for education 
The Baha'i Writings assign responsibility for the educa

tion of children to various groups and individuals in the 
community. They are, respectively (1) the individual; (2) the 
mother; (3) the father; (4) the parents; (5) the family as a 
unit; (6) the community through its elected institutions; (7) 
the schools; and (8) the teacher. Each has a specific and im
portant role to playas a function of the relationship to the 
child to be educated. 

To the individual, Baha'u'llah says: "Strain every nerve 
to acquire both inner and outer perfections, for the fruit of 
the human tree hath ever been and will ever be perfections 
both within and without. It is not desirable that a man be 
left without knowledge or skills, for he is then but a barren 
tree. Then, so much as capacity and capability allow, ye 
needs must deck the tree of being with fruits such as knowl
edge, wisdom, spiritual perception and eloquent speech." 9 

And 'Abdu'l-Baha says: "0 loving friends! Exert everyef
fort to acquire the various branches of knowledge and true 
understanding. Strain every nerve to achieve both material 
and spiritual accomplishments." 10 

To mothers, 'Abdu'l-Baha says: "Let the mothers con
sider that whatever concerneth the education of children is 
of the first importance. Let them put forth every effort in 
this regard, for when the bough is green and tender it will 
grow in whatever way ye train it. Therefore it is incumbent 
upon mothers to rear their little ones even as a gardener 
tendeth his young plants. Let them strive by day and by 
night to establish within their children faith and certitude, 
the fear of God, love of the Beloved of the worlds, and all 
good qualities and traits .... " II In another place He 
states: "The mother is the first teacher of the child. For 
children, at the beginning of life, are fresh and tender as a 
young twig, and can be trained in any fashion you desire. If 
you rear the child to be straight, he will grow straight, in 
perfect symmetry. It is clear that the mother is the first 
teacher and that it is she who establisheth the character and 
conduct of the child." 12 

To fathers, Baha'u'lllih says: "Unto every father hath 
been enjoined the instruction of his son and daughter in the 
art of reading and writing and in all that hath been laid 
down in the Holy Tablet. " 13 

To schools and teachers, 'Abdu'l-Baha says: "According 
to the explicit divine Text, teaching the children is indispen
sable and obligatory. It followeth that teachers are servants 
of the Lord God, since they have arisen to perform this 
task, which is the same as worship. You must therefore of
fer praise with every breath, for you are educating your spir
itual children." 14 

To the local Spiritual Assembly, the Guardian, Shoghi 
Effendi, writes: "They must promote by every means in 
their power the material as well as the spiritual enlighten
ment of youth, the means for the education of children, in
stitute whenever possible Baha'i educational institutions, 
organize and supervise their work, and provide the best 
means for their progress and development." I~ "To assist 
the children of the poor in the attainment of these accomp
lishments, and particularly in learning the basic subjects, is 
incumbent upon members of the Spiritual Assemblies, and 
is counted as one of the obligations laid upon the conscience 
of the trustees of God in every land." 16 
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Further, the Universal House of Justice has confirmed 
that the Baha'i schools which are operated by the institu
tions of the Faith are social and economic development pro
jects, to be developed in accordance with the principles and 
guidelines it has provided. Accordingly, those schools oper
ating under the jurisdiction of Baha'i institutions should 
strive for self-sufficiency and self-reliance. 
The Mashriqu'I-Adhkdr and the school 

Eventually every locality will have its own Mashriqu'l
Adhkar. The Mashriqu'l-Adhkar is not simply a temple for 
worship, but rather is a concept combining worship and ser
vice in a dynamic relationship. Worship is through the cen
tral edifice while service is through the dependencies. 

The Universal House of Justice, in its letter of October 
20, 1983, to the Baha'is of the world, states: 

"The oneness of mankind, which is at once the operating 
principle and the ultimate goal of His Revelation, implies 
the achievement of a dynamic coherence between the spir
itual and practical requirements of life on earth. The indis
pensability of this coherence is unmistakably illustrated in 
His ordination of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar, the spiritual cen
tre of every Baha'i community round which must flourish 
dependencies dedicated to the social, humanitarian, educa
tional and scientific advancement of mankind." J7 

Our schools will eventually become one of these depen
dencies of local or national Mashriqu'l-Adhkars. The 
school as a dependency of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar is an 
agency to utilize spiritual forces emanating from the House 
of Worship. Prior to the actual construction of a local 
house of worship, our schools must still reflect this basic 
concept and base themselves in this dynamic relationship 
linking worship and service. Education and training provide 
the skills whereby a person can offer service to the com
munity, and worship provides the energy or spiritual power. 

Summary 
Education is understood to be one of the cornerstones upon 
which the World Order of Baha'u'llah is being constructed; 
it is a key to the regenerative and restorative processes ur
gently required. Baha'i schools already have served as effec
tive instruments for such fundamental social change. An 
outstanding contribution was made to the development of 
society in Iran by schools, along with other Baha'i develop
ment efforts. So must our schools in India begin to under
stand their vital role to help transform society. 

The evolution of mature educational institutions able to 
make a significant contribution to the establishmment of 
the World Order of Baha'u'llah is a process that will depend 
on understanding the role which they can play. This role is 
based upon what the Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, calls "cer
tain basic principles" or "teaching ideals." I~ These prin
ciples will be identified from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, 
the Bab, 'Abdu'l-Baha and the Guardian. Presented herein 
are a number of such principles in the form of articles of the 
charter. Some of these principles have been identified by 
'Abdu'l-Baha in one reference where it is stated: "All 
schools and colleges should have these three founda
tions .... First, they should be sincere in the service of 
training the souls (Article II). Second, training in morality is 
necessary (Article I). Third, service to the world of human
ity should be obligatory (Article V)." 19 
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The charter structure of this document. it is hoped. will at 
once set a clear direction in which our schools must begin 
moving, and will also stimulate, through the isolation of 
major and distinguishing characteristics of Baha'i educa
tion, the production of appropriate cur-icula and teacher 
training materials and methodologies. 

ARTICLE I 

Spiritual Development Is 
the Basis for Human Development 

The essential basis of human development is the nurtur
ing of spiritual capacities. 'Abdu'l-Baha. states: 

"And from amongst all creatures He hath singled out 
man, to grant him His most wondrous gift, and hath made 
him to attain the bounties of the Company on high. That 
most precious of gifts is attainment unto His unfailing guid
ance, that the inner reality of humankind should become as 
_a niche to hold this lamp; and when the scattering splendors 
of this light do beat against the bright glass of the heart, the 
heart's purity maketh the beams to blaze out even stronger 
than before, and to shine in glory on the minds and souls of 
men. 

"The attainment of the most great guidance is dependent 
upon knowledge and wisdom, and on being informed as to 
the mysteries of the Holy Words. Wherefore must the loved 
ones of God, be they young or old, be they men or women, 
each one according to his capabilities, strive to acquire the 
various branches of knowledge, and to increase his under
standing of the mysteries of the Holy Books, and his skill in 
marshaling the divine proofs and evidences." 20 

It is evident from the Baha'i Writings that attainment un
to this unfailing guidance is a process that begins from the 
very moment life begins. In this regard Baha'u'll<ih states: 

"That which is of paramount importance for the child
ren, that which must precede all else, is ~o teach them the 
oneness of God and the Laws of God." :. 

"As to the children: We have directed :hat in the begin
ning they should be trained in the observances and laws of 
religion; and thereafter, in such branches of knowledge as 
are of benefit, and in commercial pursuits that are distin
guished for integrity, and in deeds that will further the vic
tory of God's Cause or will attract some outcome which will 
draw the believer closer to his Lord. 

"We beg of God to assist the children of His loved ones 
and adorn them with wisdom, good conduct. integrity and 
righteousness." 22 

'Abdu'l-Baha states in this regard: 
"Instruction in the schools must begin with instruction in 

religion. Following religious training, and the binding of the 
child's heart to the love of God, proceed with his education 
in the other branches of knowledge." Z} • 'These schools for 
academic studies must at the same time be training centers 
in behavior and conduct, and they must favor character and 
conduct above the sciences and arts. Good behavior and 
moral character must come first, for unless the character be 
trained, acquiring knowledge will only prove inj urious .. , "~ 

Further, 'Abdu'l-Baha states that children must receive 
such spiritual training directly from their mothers. In this 
spiritual training lies "the beginning of the process; it is the 
essential basis of all the rest." 

"0 thou servant of God! Thou didst ask as to the educa
tion of children. Those children who, sheltered by the Blessed 
Tree, have set foot upon the world, those who are cradled in 
the Faith and are nurtured at the breast of grace-such must 
from the beginning receive spiritual training directly from 
their mothers. That is, the mother must continually call God 
to mind and make mention of Him and tell of His greatness, 
and instill the fear of Him in the child, and rear the child 
gently, in the way of tenderness, and in extreme cleanliness. 
Thus from the very beginning of life every child will be re
freshed by the gentle waftings of the love of God and will 
tremble with joy at the sweet scent of heavenly guidance. In 
this lieth the beginnings of the process; it is the essential 
basis of all the rest." 25 

Spiritual training for the child should begin with the edu
cation of the prospective mother in terms of her preparation 
for this most important role. Schools must develop training 
programs for girls that will prepare them for this very 
special responsibility. This training should be based upon 
the elements of the process which' Abdu'l-Baha has identi
fied in the above citation. 

This process for training the child, begun from the very 
moment of the beginning of life, should continue in approp
riate ways throughout childhood and into adulthood. 'Ab
du'l-Baha states in this regard: "The indispensable basis of 
all is that he should develop spiritual characteristics and the 
praiseworthy virtues of humankind." 2~ The development 
of praiseworthy virtues will be accomplished through effec
tive spiritual education combined with a balanced exposure 
to and training in academics, vocations, arts, crafts, music, 
and in effective service to the world of humanity. Our goal 
is to train persons in possession of the requisite skills, eager 
to attain the highest station to which an individual can at
tain. namely. service to the world of humanity. 

Schools must contribute their rightful share to the spir
itual training a child will receive. Curricula need to be devel
oped to accomplish this goal. 'Abdu'l-Baha states that 
"training in morality" should be one of the three main com
ponents of all schools and colleges: 

"Training in morality is necessary, so that the pupils' 
good conduct may remain unchanged and so that they may 
progress in a most befitting manner, become possessed of 
lofty ideals, lovers of the world of humanity, and so that 
they will hold fast to the spiritual perfections and to that 
which does not displease God." 27 

Training in morality should include developing the child's 
'lOderstanding of the law of God regarding reward and pun
ishment, the "Promise and the Threat." Understanding the 
relationship between reward and punishment will lead the 
child to respect and to fear God. We must fear God, not 
"because He is cruel, but we fear Him because He is just, 
and if we do wrong we deserve to be punished, then in His 
justice He may see fit to punish us. We must both. love God 
and fear Him." 28 

Baha'u'lhih states: "Schools must first train the children 
in the principles of religion, so that the Promise and the 
Threat, recorded in the Books of God, may prevent them 
from the things forbidden and adorn them with the mantle 
of the commandments; but this in such a measure that it 
may not injure the children by resulting in ignorant fanati
cism and bigotry." 29 
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ARTICLE II 

A Praiseworthy Character: 
Sincerity Is Essential 

jor Teachers and Schools 
Sinceritv must distinguish our schools, says 'Abdu'l

Baha. Si~cerity implies being genuine, straightforward, 
truthful, honest, and free from deceit or hypocrisy. When 
this virtue is truly reflected by our institutions and their 
teachers, then will we be successful in eliminating "igno
rance and the lack of knowledge" and witness how "the 
lights of science and knowledge shine forth from the 
horizon of the soul and heart." Regarding the role that the 
teacher and the institution can play in this process, 'Abdu'l
Baba states: 

"First, they should be sincere in the service of training the 
souls. They should discover the mysteries of nature, and ex
tend the circle of art, commerce, etc., so that ignorance and 
the lack of knowledge will pass away and the lights of sci
ence and knowledge shine forth from the horizon of the soul 
and heart. In all schools and universities, a general rule for 
training should be made." 30 

One can understand the importance of sincerity when one 
reflects on the reputation of an institution sincerely dedi
cated to the service of training people vs. one that is not. 
There may be many motivations for either a school or a 
teacher to become involved in education. According to 'Ab
du'l-Baha, sincerity must be at the root of any of these. 

Institutions are made up of the individuals who comprise 
the administration and faculty. The embodiment of sinceri
ty must therefore be those same administrators and teachi?g 
faculty. Institutions in and of themselves cannot reflect vIr
tues. The power of virtue is expressed through the life of 
these persons and what they lead the institutions to repre
sent through their policies. It is our deeds, conduct and 
character which, according to Baha'u'llah in the following 
passages, "can ensure the victory of Him Who is the Eternal 
Truth." 

"Say 0 people of God! That which can ensure the victory 
of Him Who is the Eternal Truth, His hosts and helpers on 
earth, have been set down in the sacred Books and Scrip
tures, and are as clear and manifest as the sun. These hosts 
are such righteous deeds, such conduct and character, as are 
acceptable in His sight. Whoso ariseth, in this Day, to aid 
Our Cause, and summoneth to his assistance the hosts of a 
praiseworthy character and upright conduct, the influence 
flowing from such an action will, most certainly, be diffus
ed throughout the whole world." 31 

Trustworthiness is a synonym for sincerity. Baha'u'llah 
refers to it as the greatest portal leading to the tranquility 
and security of the people. 

"Trustworthiness is the greatest portal leading unto the 
tranquility and security of the people. In truth the st~bility 
of every affair hath depended and doth depend upon It.. All 
the domains of power, of grandeur and of wealth are Illu
mined by its light." 32 

Shoghi Effendi says that the transforming potential of the 
Faith can only be demonstrated by the lives we lead: 

"Not until we live ourselves the life of a true Baha'i can 
we hope to demonstrate the creaiive and transforming po
tency of the Faith we profess." 33 
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In exalted language, 'Abdu'I-Baha gives the teacher 
his/her charge: 

"Wherefore, 0 loved ones of God! Make ye a mighty ef
fort till you yourselves betoken this advancement and all 
these confirmations, and become focal centers of God's 
blessings, daysprings of the light of His unity, promoters of 
the gifts and graces of .;jvilized life. Be ye in that land van
guards of the perfections of humankind; carry forward the 
various branches of knowledge, be active and progressive in 
the field of inventions and the arts. Endeavor to rectify the 
conduct of men, and seek to excel the whole world in moral 
character. While the children are yet in their infancy feed 
them from the breast of heavenly grace, foster them in the 
cradle of all excellence, rear them in the embrace of bounty. 
Give them the advantages of every useful kind of knowl
edge. Let them share in every new and rare and wondrous 
craft and art. Bring them up to work and strive, and accus
tom them to hardship. Teach them to dedicate their lives to 
matters of great import, and inspire them to undertake 
studies that will benefit mankind." 34 

ARTICLE III 

Development oj an 
'Unshakable Consciousness oj 

the Oneness of Mankind' Is Fundamental 
to the Process oj Baha'I' Education 

Baha'i schools must help the community at large establish 
an "unshakable cons.;iousness of the oneness of man
kind" J~ in the hearts and minds of all persons. 

"Acceptance of the oneness of mankind is the first funda
mental prerequisite for reorganization and administration 
of the world as one country, the home of humankind. Uni
versal acceptance of this spiritual principle is essential to 
any successful attempt to establish world peace. It should 
therefore be universally proclaimed, taught in schools, and 
constantly asserted in every nation as preparation for the or
ganic change in the structure of society which it implies." 36 

Our Baha'i schools should teach the love of humanity as a 
whole, as well as legitimate forms of patriotism which rec
ognize the wholesome value of pride in our own culture, t~a
ditions, foods, music, dress, language, etc. Understandmg 
unity in diversity enables the consciousn~ss of the o~eness 
of mankind, and is therefore an essentIal concept In the 
child's education. 'Abdu'I-Baha states in this regard: 

"Consider the flowers of a garden; though differing in 
kind, color, form and shape, yet, inasmuch as they are re
freshed by the waters of one spring, revived by the breath of 
one wind, invigorated by the rays of one sun, this diversity 
increaseth their charm and addeth unto their beauty. How 
unpleasing to the eye if all the flowers and plants, the leaves 
and blossoms, the fruits, the branches and the trees of that 
garden were all of the same shape and color! Diyersity of 
hues, form and shape, enricheth and ad,?rneth the garden, 
and heighteneth the effect thereof. In hke manner, when 
diverse shades of thought, temperament and character are 
brought together under the power and influence of one cen
tral agency, the beauty and glory of human perfecti~n will 
be revealed and made manifest. Naught but the celestIal po
tency of the Word of God, which ruleth and tran.s~endeth 
the realities of all things, is capable of harmOnIZIng the 



divergent thoughts, sentiments, ideas, and convictions of 
the children of men." 37 

In another place, 'Abdu'l-Baha clearly delineates the role 
that education must play in terms of the elimination of bar
riers which separate mankind and preclude the realization 
of the oneness of mankind: 

"Baha'u'Uah has announced that inasmuch as ignorance 
and lack of education are barriers of separation among 
mankind, all must receive training and instruction. Through 
this provision the lack of mutual understanding will be rem
edied and the unity of mankind furthered and advanced. 
Universal education is a universal law. " 38 

ARTICLE IY 

Education Should Provide a Balance 
oj Academic, Spiritual and Vocational Training 

(Head - Heart - Hand) 
Because the potential of each human being is unlimited, 

and we all have been endowed with a unique, wide set of tal
ents and faculties, Baha'i education must be structured in a 
properly balanced way to develop cir uncover what we inher
ently possess. 

Baha'u'llah states: "The Great Being saith: Regard man 
as a mine rich in gems of inestimable value. Education can, 
alone, cause it to reveal its treasures. and enable mankind to 
benefit therefrom." 39 

'Abdu'l-Baha adds: "In the school of realities they edu
cate these sons and daughters, according to the teachings 
from God, and foster them in the bosom of grace, so that 
they may develop along every line, show forth the excellent 
gifts and blessings of the Lord, and combine human perfec
tions; that they may advance in all aspects of human en
deavor, whether outward or inward. hidden or visible, 
material or spiritual, until they make of this mortal world a 
widespread mirror, to retlect thar other world which dieth 
not." 40 

"In this new and wondrous Cause. the J.dvancemem of 
all branches of knowledge is a fixed and vital pI inciple, and 
the friends, one and all, are obligated to make every effort 
toward this end, so that the Cause of ~Ianifest Light may 
spread abroad, and that every child, according to his need, 
will receive his share of the sciences and arts-until not even 
a single peasant's child will be found who is completely de
void of schooling. " 41 

"Not all, however, will be able :0 engage in these ad
vanced studies .. Therefore, such child:en must be sent to in
dustrial schools where they can also d-:quire technical skills, 
and once the child becometh proficient in such a skill, then 
let consideration be given to the child' 5 own preferences and 
inclinations. If the child hath a liking ~'or commerce, then let 
him choose commerce; if for industry, then industry; if for 
higher education, the advancement of knowledge; if for 
some other of the responsibilities of :,umankind, then that. 
Let him be placed in that field for which he hath an inclina
tion, a desire and a talent." 42 

It is clear from these references tha: both for the individ
ual and for humankind as a whole, it is important that each 
person be enabled to develop whatever talents he/she has 
been given. For this we must offer children training in a bal
ance of academic, spiritual and vocatIonal skills and knowl-

edge. The sciences, arts, crafts, music and the vocations all 
should be studied: "Arts, crafts and sciences uplift the 
world of being and are conducive to exaltation ... The 
knowledge of such sciences, however, should be acquired as 
can profit the peoples of the earth, and not those which be
gin with words and end with words." 43 

Further, because the amount of knowledge and skill areas 
continues to expand, there is a need to seek the more pro
found interrelationships and integrations among the widen
ing content areas that we have to master. One interrelation
ship is between the theoretical and the practical. Many fields 
of study are more clearly understood when both the prac
tical and the theoretical are understood. In the following 
reference from the Office of Social and Economic Develop
ment of the Universal House of Justice, an aspect of this is 
explored: 

"The potential of each human being is unlimited. By of
fering a curriculum of academic subjects and practical ex
perience in trades and crafts, a student will have a better 
learning opportunity toward finding and cultivating his/her 
natural talents and inclinations. In developing practical 
skills as well as learning theoretical knowledge in an envi
ronment devoid of prejudice toward any occupation, a per
son will not be confined by the basic tasks required of him 
in life but can continue the process of lifetime learning as a 
motivated and radiant human being." 44 (See Appendix A) 

Other integrations occur in Baha'i education as a result of 
combining service to the world of humanity, spiritual train
ing, and vocational training. Through vocational training 
students learn skills that can be used in service to others, 
which allows them to put into practice praiseworthy virtues. 

Our teachers need to be competent in teaching methodol
ogies designed to help uncover the students' talents. Special 
training should be designed to help them master this orien
tation and the skills to facilitate this objective. 

ARTICLE V 

Service to {he World of Humani(. 
Is a Foundation of the School Program 

Because service to the world of humanity is the highest 
station to which a person can aspire, 'Abdu'l-Baha says that 
all schools must have as a foundation of their program, ser
vice to the world of humanity: 

"Service to the world of humanity should be obligatory. 
Every student should know, with perfect certainty, that he is 
the brother of the people of all religions and nations and 
chat he should be without religious, racial, national. patri
otic or political bias, so that he may find the thoughts of 
universal peace and the love of humankind firmly estab
lished in his heart. He should know himself as a servant of 
human society of all the countries of the world. He should 
see God as the Heavenly Father and all the servants as His 
children, counting all of the nations, parties and sects as one 
family. The mothers in the home, the teachers in the 
schools, the professors in the universities, and the leaders in 
the lofty gatherings, must cause these thoughts to be pene
trative and effective, as the spirit circulating in the veins and 
nerves of the children and pupils, so that the world of hu
manity may be delivered from the calamities of fanaticism, 
war, battle, hate and obstinacy, and so that the nether world 
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may become the paradise of heaven." 45 

In another place, 'Abdu'l-Baha says: "One of the most 
important undertakings is the education of children, for 
success and prosperity depend upon service to and worship 
of God, the Holy, the All-Glorified." 46 

A communication from the Office of Social and Econom
ic Development of the Universal House of Justice explains 
the specific role that Baha'i schools are to playas regards 
development of the function of service, particularly as it re
lates to spiritual training and the development of the atti
tudes that 'Abdu'I-Baha has referred to above. Interesting, 
also, is the idea that service is linked with the practice of 
skills that are vocational in nature. (See Appendix A for the 
full text of this statement) 

"In the Baha'i community and in the Baha'i school the 
attitude of service will be taught, its example carried out, its 
effectiveness demonstrated and its true value nurtured." 47 

It is clear that a Baha'i school must incorporate a service 
program for children from an early age, as it is through the 
process of building attitudes of service to others that a child 
will have the opportunity to put into practice those praise
worthy virtues learned in class; hence, service is the practical 
expression of spiritual training. 

Training in the vocations also helps the child acquire the 
attitude of sen·ice. \' ocational skills will provide the child 
with a means to offer service to others. Further, training in 
the vocations allows the child to discover the full breadth of 
his/her God-giyen talents, such that these talents can be fur
ther perfected. 

ARTICLE VI 

Vocational Education Will Be 
Integrated into the Curriculum 

"The acquisition and exercise of those practical skills 
often associated with the term vocational education, and 
heretofore isolated as a separate curriculum, must become 
fundamental to the process of education and to the develop
ment of the whole person and ultimately the local communi
ty." 48 The reasons for this are: first, the acquisition and ex
ercise of those practical skills learned through vocational 
education will become fundamental to the program of ser
vice and spiritual training. Second, they are necessary-to en
able the education of the whole person, where, without prej
udice for or against any occupation, the ethic "all work per
formed in the spirit of service is equal in the sight of God" 
can be propagated. Third, there is a need to extend theoreti
cal study to both the practical application of theory and the 
execution of these applications. Such a pragmatic curricu
lum is felt to be superior to either of the extremes, the purely 
theoretical or the purely vocational. It is expected that ben
efits will accrue to the learner as new, more easily under
stood, and possibly more profound inter-rela~ionships are 
found. 

"If a student actually raises a crop, makes a garment, 
prepares a nutritious meal, or builds a cabinet as part of the 
educational experience, the student has not only acquired 
the rudiments of a skill that will allow him/her to begin to 
function independently, but has also greatly improved the 
possibility of successfully applying underlying theoretical 
knowledge in new ways." 49 
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ARTICLE VII 

BaM'( Schools Must Give Priority 
fo the Education of Girls and Women 

Special opportunities and programs for girls and women 
must be provided by our schools. The emancipation of 
women and the consequent achievement of full equality be
tween the sexes is critically needed for the future of man
kind. Baha'i schools ha\·e a special role and responsibility in 
this regard. 

The priority given to the education of girls and women 
can express itself in the actual establishment of schools for 
girls, or in an emphasis on the recruitment of girls, with 
special support programs for their continuation and com
pletion of school. Special programs need to be designed and 
implemented to train girls and women for their future role 
and responsibilities as mothers. Both boys and girls in 
school might receive training in preparation for marriage, 
with particular emphasis on the distinctive qualities of the 
Baha'i family and the special needs and responsibilities of 
each family member. 'Abdu'I-Baha has explained: 

"The school for girls taketh precedence oyer the school 
for boys, for it is incumbent upon the girls of this glorious 
era to be fully versed in the yarious branches of knowledge, 
in science and the arts and all the wonders of this pre-emi
nent time, that they may then educate their children and 
train them from their earliest days in the ways of perfec
tion." 50 

"Devote ye particular attention to the school for girls, for 
the greatness of this wondrous Age will be manifested as a 
result of progress in the world of women." 51 

That is not to say, however, that boys should not also re
ceive an education. but only that our schools should recog
nize a special responsibility toward girls. 

"The first duty of the beloved of God and the maid
sen·ants of the Merciful is this: They must strive by all pos
sible means to educate both sexes, male and female; girls 
like boys; there is no difference whatsoever between them. 
The ignorance of both is blameworthy and negligence in 
both cases is reprovable. Are they who know and they who 
do not know equal? 

"The command is decisive concerning both. If it is con
sidered through the eye of reality, the training and culture 
of daughters is more necessary than that of sons for these 
girls will come to the station of motherhood and will mold 
the lives of the children. The first trainer of the child is the 
mother. The babe, like unto a green and tender branch, will 
grow according to the way it is trained. If the training be 
right, it will grow right, and if crooked, the growth likewise, 
and unto the end of life it will conduct itself according
Iy." 52 

'Abdu'I-Baha makes a number of curriculum sugges
tions: 

"And further, those present should concern themselves 
with every means of training the girl children; with teaching 
the various branches of knowledge, good behavior, a proper 
way of life, the cultivation of a good character, chastity and 
constancy, perseverance, strength, determination, firmness 
of purpose; with household management, the education of 
children, and whatever especially applieth to the needs of 
girls-to the end that these girls, reared in the stronghold of 
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all perfections, and with the protection of a goodly char
acter, will, when they themselves become mothers, bring up 
their children from earliest infancy to have a good character 
and conduct themselves well. 

"Let them also study whatever will nurture the health of 
the body and its physical soundness, and how to guard their 
children from disease. When matters are thus arranged, 
every child will become a peerless plant in the gardens of the 
Abba Paradise." 53 

ARTICLE VIII 

A Supportive Affective Environment 
Should Distinguish the Baha'l School 

The creation of a properly supportive classroom environ
ment is an important part of Baha'i educational method
ology. It is a task that primarily depends upon the skills of 
the teacher. Providing a child with a positive and loving en
vironment, in which encouragement and praise are the pri
mary pedagogical tools of a teacher, is our aim. A letter 
written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi explains: "Love and 
kindness have far greater influence than punishment upon 
the improvement of human character." 54 And 'Abdu'l
BaM instructs: "Rear the child gently, in the way of tender
ness, and in extreme cleanliness."~! He describes the 
teacher as a "loving gardener" who cares for the growth of 
"young plants." 

'Abdu'l-Baha describes the environment needed to sup
port gentleness, encouragement, love and kindness: 

"It followeth that the children's school must be a place of 
utmost discipline and order, that instruction must be thor
ough, and provision must be made for the rectification and 
refinement of character; so that, in his earliest years, within 
the very essence of the child, the divine foundation will be 
laid and the structure of holiness raised up. 

"Know that this matter of instruction, of character recti
fication and refinement, of heartening and encouraging the 
child, is of the utmost importance. for such are basic prin
ciples of God.' "6 

In another place, . Abdu 'I-Baha de:'ines :nore extensively 
the goals of encouragement: 

"The children must be carefully trained to be most cour
teous and well-behaved. They must be constantly encour
aged and made eager to gain all the summits of human ac
complishment, so that from their earliest years they will be 
taught to have high aims, to conduct themselves well, to be 
chaste, pure and undefiled, and will learn to be of powerful 
resolve and firm of purpose in all things," ,-

'Abdu'l-Baha further explains the l:TIportance of encour
agement and praise in the following twO specific situations: 

"The children who are at the head of the class must re
ceive premiums. They must be encouraged and when any 
one of them shows good advancement, for further develop
ment they must be praised and encouraged therein." 58 

"If a pupil is told that his intelligence is less than his fel
low-pupils, it is a very great drawback and handicap to his 
progress. He must be encouraged to advance." 59 

The Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, in :wo :etters written on 
his behalf, states that, even for more complex children and 
situations, wise handling, love, patience and encouragement 
are what is required. 

"Very few children are really bad. They do, however, 

sometimes have complicated personalities and need very 
wise handling to enable them to grow into normal, moral, 
happy adults." 60 "He feels that nothing short of your 
motherly care and love and of the counsels which you and 
the friends can give her, can effectively remedy this situa
tion." 61 

In this regard, 'Abdu'l-Baha says: 
"The child must not be oppressed or censured because it 

is underdeveloped; it must be patiently trained." 62 

'Abdu'l-Baha speaks to mothers in the following passage, 
describing a methodology: to praise the child for doing weil; 
to counsel him if a mistake is made; to choose a punishment 
based on reason, if ever necessary. These guidelines are 
equally useful for the teacher. 

"Whensoever a mother seeth that the child hath done 
well, let her praise and applaud him and cheer his heart; and 
if the slightest undesirable trait should manifest itself, let 
her counsel the child and punish him, and use means based 
on reason, even a slight verbal chastisement should this be 
necessary. It is not, however, permissible to strike a child, 
or vilify him, for the child's character will be perverted if he 
be subjected to blows or verbal abuse." 63 

ARTICLE IX 

The Responsive Relationship 
Be{weeen the School and {he Community 

The local Spiritual Assembly is assigned, in the BaM'i 
Writings, the responsibility for responding to the needs of 
the community and for ensuring the education of its mem
bers. The schools should initiate and coordinate programs 
to respond to these needs according to the recommendations 
of the local Assembly. The schools thereby become potent 
environments for social progress. This responsive relation
ship between the school and the community requires our un
derstanding of several important concepts: 

First, the type of education prescribed by Baha'i prin
ciples is one in which education is based partly upon the 
child's understanding of service, In this context both in "the 
Baha'i community and in the Baha'i school the attitude of 
service will be taught, its example carried out, its effective
ness demonstrated and its true value nurtured." 64 Service 
programs and opportunities will be within the real-life situa
tions provided by the community, i.e., through these pro
grams students will take an active role in the affairs of the 
community as part of their education. 

Second, the dynamic coherence between worship and ser
vice, between the spiritual and the practical, as prescribed 
within the concept of the ~lashriqu'l-Adhkar, will require 
the harmonization of worship with service as a part of the 
total life of the community, including the school. 

Third, the integration of the school into the affairs of real 
life will help the school maintain the pragmatic character of 
the curriculum. Education in this sense will be more "rele
vant" for both students and society. Also, the practical ap
plication of theory will provide the student with the "rudi
ments of a skill that will allow him/her to begin functioning 
independentlY." It will also greatly improve "the possibility 
of successfully applying underlying theoretical knowledge in 
new ways." 6l 

In short, the "compulsory" nature of service training, the 
dynamic coherence between worship and service, and the 
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desirability of a pragmatic "relevant" curriculum all sug
gest a much closer integration between the school and the 
community. 

Other dimensions, both suggested by the Baha'i exhorta
tion to the individual to continually investigate truth and to 
increase one's knowledge, and also by the evolving nature 
of society, which requires the individual to continually up
date skills and knowledge, require that education be viewed 
as a life-long process that people of all ages will enjoy. This 
"new" concept of education suggests that new ways will be 
found to "open up" schools to permit a new relationship 
with the members of the community. This process should 
foster a responsive and dynamic relationship between the 
school and the needs of society. 

ARTICLE X 

Excellence Is the Goal, 
Volition Is the Means 

The exhortation to develop our God-given potentialities, 
our "talents and faculties," to the highest degree of perfec
tion is a clear and persistent requirement of Baha'u'llah. It 
is equally clear that the development of these faculties de
pends upon the exercise of will or volition by the individual. 
He states: "Strain every nerve to acquire both inner and 
outer perfections, for the fruit of the human tree hath ever 
been and will ever be perfections both within and with
out." 66 In another place Baha'u'llah states: "Regard man 
as a mine rich in gems of inestimable value. Education can, 
alone, cause it to reveal its treasures, and enable mankind to 
benefit therefrom." 67 Education is not a passive process, 
however; it is a process whose final outcome depends upon 
the exercise of volition by each individual. 

"Unto each one hath been prescribed a pre-ordained 
measure, as decreed in God's mighty and guarded Tablets. 
All that which ye potentially possess can, however, be mani
fested only as a result of your own volition. Your own acts 
testify to this truth." 68 (emphasis ours) 

'Abdu'I-Baha says that although knowledge of principles 
is required it is not sufficient; in addition, the exercise of 
will and volition is required to accomplish anything: 

"Mere knowledge of principles is not sufficient. We all 
know and admit that justice is good but there is need for 
volition and action to carry out and manifest it. For exam
ple, we might think it good to build a church, but simply 
thinking of it as a good thing will not help its erection. The 
ways and means must be provided; we must will to build it 
and then proceed with its construction." 69 

The training of the human will through an understanding 
of the Will of God provides the force needed for the attain
ment of perfections or treasures which we inherently pos
sess. 'Abdu'I-Baha states: 

"Will is the center or focus of human understanding. We 
must will to know God, just as we must will in order to pos
sess the life He has given us. The human will must be sub
dued and trained into the Will of God. It is a great power to 
have strong will, but a greater power to give that will to 
God. The will is what we do, the understanding is what we 
know. Will and understanding must be one in the Cause of 
God. Intention brings attainment." 70 

Affirming this relationship between making a mighty ef-

8 December 1989/Bah6'j News 

fort and the goal of excellence, 'Abdu'l-Baha states: 
"Make ye then a mighty effort, that the purity and sanc

tity which, above all else, are cherished by 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
shall distinguish the people of Baha; that in every kind of 
excellence the people of God shall surpass all other human 
beings; that both outwardly and inwardly they shall prove 
superior to the rest: that for purity, immaculacy, refine
ment, and the preservation of health, they shall be leaders in 
the vanguard of those who know. And that by their freedom 
from enslavement, their knowledge, their self-control, they 
shall be first among the pure, the free and the wise." 71 

We must, according to 'Abdu'l-Baha, "constantly en
courage" and make children "eager to gain the summits of 
human accomplishment" so that children will have "high 
aims," "to conduct themselves well," "to be chaste, pure 
and undefiled," and most important, to "learn to be of 
powerful resolve and firm of purpose in all things." Schools 
have a key role in the process. 

"They must be constantly encouraged and made eager to 
gain all the summits of human accomplishment, so that 
from their earliest years they will be taught to have high 
aims, to conduct themselves well, to be chaste, pure and un
defiled, and will learn to be of powerful resolve and firm of 
purpose in all things. " -~ 

APPE:\DIX A 

Excerpt from a letter from the Universal House of Jus
tice's Office of Social and Economic Development dated 
December 25, 1987. 

Vocational Elements in Education 
In its broadest sense the process of education is part of 

the growth and development of a community. The commu
nity's aspirations and activities should be reflected in its 
schools. Each Manifestation of God has brought new social 
teachings for the improvement of peoples and a concern for 
the well-being of societies which become natural channels 
for translating the principles of faith into action. As the 
Cause of Baha'u'llab continues its emergence from obscu
rity, more emphasis is being given to the continued applica
tion of social teachings through social and economic devel
opment of communities. 

Academic training is only a part of the educational func
tion, and must be supported by a spiritual and moral train
ing as well. Effective spiritual education combined with 
training in the sciences, arts and crafts will spontaneously 
produce the desire to serve the community. And, since ser
vice to others is the highest station to which a Baha'i can 
aspire, the function of community service will be held in the 
highest esteem in every Baha'i community. 

One distinctive feature of this view is that in the Baha'i 
community and in the Baha'i school the attitude of service 
will be taught, its example carried out, its effectiveness dem
onstrated and its true value nurtured. The acquisition and 
exercise of those practical skills often associated with the 
term vocational education, and heretofore isolated as a sep
arate curriculum, will become fundamental to the process of 
education and the development of the whole person and ul
timately the local community. Far from the current practice 
of according varying degrees of rank and prestige to certain 
professions over others, the Baha'i school should inculcate 



and demonstrate the ethic that all work performed in the 
spirit of service is equal in the sight of God. 

In many countries in the developing world, the spirit and 
function of service will be realized through teaching those 
practical skills most needed in the development of rural 
communities, initially in such broad areas as basic literacy 
training, agriculture and health-related fields. Community 
service by Baha'i students in Baha'i schools is not con
sidered an appendage of the curriculum, but rather it is a 
primary focus meeting the current needs of the local com
munity. The following points are offered as examples of the 
implications that can be drawn from this view of education 
and its relationship to the community as applied to the 
specific situations of local communities and their educa
tional requirements. 

1. The potential of each human being is unlimited. Byof
fering a curriculum of academic subjects and practical ex
perience in trades and crafts, a student will have a better 
learning opportunity toward finding and cultivating his/her 
natural talents and inclinations. In developing practical 
skills as well as learning theoretical knowledge in an envi
ronment devoid of prejudice toward any occupation, a per
son will not be confined by the basic tasks required of him 
in life but can continue the process of lifetime learning as a 
motivated and radiant human being. 

2. Theoretical study must be extended to both the prac
tical application of theory and the execution of these appli
cations. If a student actually raises a crop, makes a gar
ment, prepares a nutritious meal, or builds a cabinet as part 
of the educational experience, the student has not only ac
quired the rudiments of a skill that will allow him/her to be
gin to function independently, but has also greatly improv
ed the possibility of successfully applying underlying theo
retical knowledge in new ways. 

3. A pragmatic curriculum is that which weds theory with 
practice and is superior to both the purely literary or the 
purely scientific. 

FOOTi''-OTES 
1. Baha'u'Uah. Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u '/lah (Wii

mette, IL: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 4th ed_, 1969), p. 260. 
2_ 'Abdu'l-Baha, in Baha'I' Education: A Compilation, Research 

Department, Cniversal House of Justice (New Delhi: Baha'i Pub
lishing Trust, 1984), p_ 48. 

3. BaM'u'llah, in Bahd'l' Education, p. 5. 
4. 'Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdll 'l-Baha, 

trans. by committee at the Baha'i World Centre and by Marzieh 
Gail (Haifa: Baha'i World Centre, 1978), p. 126. 

5. Ibid., pp. 126-127. 
6. Ibid., p. 128. 
7. 'Abdu'l-Baha, in BaM'{ Education, p. 46. 
8. Ibid., p. 60. 
9. BaM'u'llah, in BaM'{ Education, p. 7. 

10. 'Abdu'l-Baha, in BaM'( Education, pp. 43-44. 
11. 'Abdu'l-BaM, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'I-Baha, 
p. 125. 
12. 'Abdu'l-BaM, in BaM'( Education, p. 82. 
13. Baha'u'llah, in Baha'{ Education, p. 6. 
14. 'Abdu'I-Bahd, in Baha'{ Education, p. 54. 
15. Shoghi Effendi, in Bahd'{ Education, pp. 91-92. 
16. 'Abdu'l-Baha, in Bah(i'f Education, pp. 96-97. 
17. The Universal House of Justice, "Letter to the Baha'is of the 
World," Haifa, Israel, October 20, 1983. 
18. Shoghi Effendi, in Bahd'{ Education, p. 108. 

19. 'Abdu'l-BaM, in "Star of the West," vol. XVII, p. 161. 
20. 'Abdu'l-BaM, in Baha'{ Education, pp. 15-16. 
21. Baha'u'llah, in BaM'r Education, p. 8. 
22. Ibid., pp. 12-13. 
23. 'Abdu'I-BaM, in BaM'{ Education, p. 58. 
24. Ibid., p. 62. 
25. Ibid., p. 66. 
26. Ibid., p. 70. 
27. 'Abdu'l-Baha, in "Star of the West," vol. XVII, p. 161. 
28. From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi, in Baha'{ 
Education, pp. 120-21. 
29. Baha'u'l1ah, in Baha'{ Education, p. 9. 
30. Ibid., p. 161. 
31. Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'lIdh, 
trans. Shoghi Effendi (Wilmette, IL: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 4th 
ed., 1969), p. 287. 
32. BaM'u'l1ah, Tablets of Bahd'u 'I/ah Revealed After the Kitdb-i
Aqdas, trans. Habib Taherzadeh with help of a committee at the 
Baha'( World Centre (Haifa: BaM'i World Centre, 1978), p. 37. 
33. Shoghi Effendi, Baha'( Administration (Wilmette, IL: Baha'i 
Publishing Trust, 5th rev. ed., 1960), p. 68. 
34. 'Abdu'l-BaM, in Baha'{ Education, pp. 47-48. 
35. The Universal House of Justice, "The Promise of World 
Peace," p. 13. 
36. Ibid., pp. 13-14. 
37. 'Abdu'I-BaM, in The Advent of Divine Justice by Shoghi Ef
fendi (Wilmette, IL: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 1st rev. ed., 1963), 
pp.45-46. 
38. Ibid., p. 128. 
39. Baha'u'l1ah, Gleanings, p. 260. 
40. 'Abdu'I-Baha, in Bah(j'{ Education, pp. 46-.l7. 
41. Ibid., p. 64. 
42. Ibid., pp. 69-70. 
43. Ibid., p. 26. 
44. Office of Social and Economic Development of the Universal 
House of Justice, "Vocational Elements in Education," Haifa, 
December 25, 1987. 
45. 'Abdu'l-Baha, in "Star of the West," Vol. XVII. D. 161. 
46. '.-\bdu'I-Baha, in Baha'i Education, p. 59. ' 
47. "Vocational Elements in Educaticn." 
48. Ibid. 
49. Ibid. 
50. ',-\bdu':- Baha. ,n £.:.:,'1<.1 '; EJzJ·,·U!:Oi1, :;. '7 J 

51. [bid., p. 58. 
52. 'Abdu'l-Baha, Thi! Divine Art of Living, -:or>:f:. :-'labd Hyde 
Paine (Wilmette, IL: Baha'i Publishing Trust, i 944), p. 63. 
53. 'Abdu'l-Baha, in Bahd'(Education, pp. 8i-8:. 
54. Shoghi Effendi, in Baha'I' Education, p. 105. 
55. 'Abdu'l-Baha, in Baha'I Education, p. 66. 
56. Ibid., pp. 37-38. 
57. Ibid., p. 72. 
58. Ibid., p. 123 
59. Ibid., p 126. 
60. Shoghi Effendi. If' B.;'!lJ'. Educa'ion. i'. 1i·5. 
6!. Ibid., p. 104. 
62. 'Abdu'I-Baha, in Baha'/ Education, p. 118. 
63. Ibid., p. 84. 
64. "Vocational Elements in Education." 
65. Ibid. 
66. Baha'u'llah, in Bahd'{ Education, p. 7. 
67. Ibid., p. 5. 
68. Baha'u'llah, Gleanings, p. 149. 
69. 'Abdu'l-Baha, Foundations of World Unity, p. 26. 
70 .• Abdu'l-Baha, quoted in Julia M. Grundy. Ten Days in the 
Light of Acca, pp. 30-31. 
71. 'Abdu'l-BaM, Selections from the Writings oj 'Abdu '!-Baha, 
p. 150. 
72. Ibid., p. 135. 

Baha'. Newi/December 1989 9 



United States 

30th Green Lake Conference 

For the Hand of the Cause of God 
William Sears, the highlight of his ap
pearance September 15-17 at the 30th 
annual Green Lake (Wisconsin) Baha'i 
Conference was the chance to greet 
each one of the 450 children who were 
there. 

Mr. Sears made a personal commit
ment to make contact with every young 
person at the conference, and all of 
them had a chance to hug him, or to 
shake his hand or sit on his lap. 

Mr. Sears, who was accompanied by 
his wife, Marguerite, reminisced about 
past visits to Green Lake, his voice full 
of laughter, eyes full of joy, always 
adding a light note. 

Ever-present were his two favorite 
"props": large photographs of 'Ab
du'l-Baha and the Universal House of 
Justice. 

Despite a recent illness that affected 
his sight, Mr. Sears carried on, sup
ported by Mrs. Sears and the love of 
the friends. 

Having stayed up most of Saturday 
night to rewrite his notes, he had trou
ble reading them on Sunday, even after 
pulling out a magnifying glass the size 
of a dinner plate. 

The friends, seeing this, roared with 
laughter, at the same time realizing 
that this was no prop or joke. It was 
real-and it represented for everyone 
the sacrifices the Hand of the Cause 
would make to be among the people he 
loved. 

Throughout his talks, which ranged 
from reminiscences of the beloved 
Guardian to the teaching victories of a 
handicapped person in India, the au
dience roared and cried with laughter. 

There was something different, how
ever, in the tone of his talks and in the 
dynamics of the listeners-something 
that touched deep inside, that awaken
ed the feeling that we must listen 
now-and act now-and treasure 
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At least three people are known 
to have declared their belief in 
8aha'u'lhih during the confer
ence. And for everyone, its ef
fect was to reinforce the signifi
cance of the time in which we 
live: a time of crucial change in 
an adolescent world . . . 

now-the presence of one of the fe\\ 
remaining Hands of the Cause while 
the chance yet remains. 

Prior to Mr. Sears' talks, momen
tum had been building as various as
pects of the theme, "Coming of Age 
... Rights of Passage," were devel
oped. Talent poured from the believers 
in the form of songs and instrumental 
performances, dramatic readings and 
visual art. 

The showing of a video about the 
Arc, "The Seat of God's Throne," 
brought many of the participants to 
tears and led to a greater personal com
mitment to contribute to the Fund. 

Rounding out the agenda were rep
resentatives of the National Spiritual 
Assembly, the Auxiliary Board, and 
the Huququ'llah Trust. 

Auxiliary Board member J avidukht 
Khadem spoke movingly about her late 
husband, the Hand of the Cause of 
God Zikrullah Khadem, describing in 
tender terms a life dedicated to serving 
the Cause, assisting the beloved Guar
dian, helping to develop the American 
Baha'i community and, more specif
ically, the Green Lake Conference it
self. 

Jack McCants, a member of the 
U.S. National Spiritual Assembly, 
gave an impassioned appeal to the 
American Baha'i community to arise 
and teach as never before. 

His voice thundered and broke as he 
pounded the podium and begged the 
:~jends to sacrifice and rededicate 
themselves to the Cause. 

A new addition to this year's con
ference was a day-long Friday Forum 
whose focus was on the arts. 

The introductory talk by Tom Ku
bala of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, infused 
the following workshop discussions 
~ith BaM'u'llah's vision for artists, as 
embodied in the words, "In this great 
dispensation, art is identical with an 
a::t of worship .... " 

On Saturday, Nick Hockings of the 
Lac du Flambeau (Wisconsin) Indian 
Reservation led the friends in dawn 
prayers. 

He lit a ceremonial peace pipe that 
has been used for generations and tap
ped each person present on the shoul
ders with it, symbolically passing on 
mankind's ancient wish for peace. 

Later on Saturday, a variety of 
classes and workshops for children, 
youth and adults filled the day with an 
interchange on such topics as "In
dividual Rights and Freedoms" and 
"Bringing Up Parents." 

Youth had deepening sessions and 
took part in a service project at a near
by nursing home, while children learn
ed about the Faith and created music 
with Red Grammer. 

At least three people are known to 
have declared their belief in BaM'
u'llah during the conference. And for 
everyone, its effect was to reinforce the 
significance of the time in which we 
live: a time of crucial change in an ado
lescent world, when humanity is com
ing of age and desperately needs the 
Message of Baha.'u'lllih and the institu
tions necessary to carryon an ever-ad
vancing civilization. 

~_i 



The Hand of the Cause William Sears greets children at the 30th Green Lake Baha'i Conference in Wisconsin. 
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The world 

Travels of the Hands of the Cause 

In October the Hand of the Cause of 
God Amatu'I-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum 
completed a 17-day journey through 
China-her fourth visit to that coun
try, during which she traveled with Ba
ba'i Kevin Locke and his daughter who 
were visiting China to perform tradi
tional Native American hoop dances. 

The Hand of the Cause visited 
Chongquing, Chengdu and Guiyang, 
in Guizhou Province, where she was 
taken on an all-day excursion to a town 
where Buyi and Mioa tribal people live. 
In Chongquing, where the Lockes were 
to dance for five consecutive nights, 
she was received by the vice-mayor, 
who welcomed her to the city on behalf 
of its 14,000,000 inhabitants. 

Amatu'I-Baba Ruhiyyih Khanum 
spent seven nights in Guiyang where 
she was escorted by two officials from 
the city's Cultural Bureau to an ethnic 
museum, a batik factory, a dance stu
dio and an art institute. 

Among the highlights in that city 

Tanzania 
A conference to discuss "entry by 

troops" was held last May 26-28 at the 
National Haziratu'I-Quds in Dar es Sa
laam, Tanzania. Counsellor Oloro Ep
yeru attended with five members of the 
Auxiliary Board and about 25 other 
Baha'is. 

After an inspiring talk on teaching 
by Counsellor Epyeru, workshops were 
held in Swahili and English during 
which the friends studied the Writings 
to find quotations about the ways in 
which love and unity among the be
lievers help to achieve teaching goals. 

Other topics of consultation includ
ed proclamation and expansion, con
solidation, women's activities, and the 
education of children. 
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was a visit paid at her hotel by 25 pro
minent city officials including the chief 
of the art section of the Cultural Bu
reau; the manager of the Society of 
Calligraphers and Chinese Traditional 
Painters of Guizhou; the chief of the 
Academy of Traditional Chinese 
Paintings and Research of Old Callig
raphy; the deputy director of the So
ciety of Education, Department of the 
Guizhou Provincial Museum; a mem
ber of the Council of the Artists' Asso
ciation of China; the director of the 
Guiyang Foreign Affairs Office; the 
executive vice-chairman of the Union 
of Philosophy and Social Science of 
Guizhou Province; the director of pro
vince's Cultural Bureau and chairman 
of the Board of Arts Planning in Guiz
hou; and a member of the Council of 
the Chinese Traditional Opera Society. 

• 
Following her visit to the Philippines 

in August, the Hand of the Cause of 
God Amatu'I-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum 
made a five-week tour of Taiwan. 

During that time she traveled about 
1,200 miles, driving around the entire 
island to visit key centers of intensive 
Baha'i teaching activity. 

The Hand of the Cause spent about 
three nights in each of six cities on 
Taiwan: Taichung, Kaohsiung, Tai
nan, Taitung, Chiai and Hualien. 

Meetings were also held in Tsaotun 
and Keelung; and at local Baha'i Cen
ters in those cities, she met many new 
Baha'is, most between the ages of 17 
and 25 years. All told, she met about 
1,700 Baha'is on Taiwan with almost 
100 new believers enrolled during her 
visit. 

In each of the six cities she visited, as 
well as in the capital city, Taipei, Ama
tu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum was cor
dially received by the mayors in their 
offices. 

She also called upon a number of 

high government officials, to each of 
whom she presented a lovely Chinese
English edition of the peace statement. 

Of her many meetings, the most im
portant were interviews with the Min
ister of the Interior for Taiwan and the 
Secretary-General of the National 
House of Representatives. She also 
held six press conferences which re
sulted in favorable publicity for the 
Faith. 

From Taiwan the Hand of the Cause 
traveled to Hong Kong where she was 
the guest of honor at a large meeting 
with the local believers and visited a 
number of centers in the New Terri
tories, meeting with local Assembly 
members and many new believers. 

While in Hong Kong, Amatu'I-Baba 
Ruhiyyih Kbanum had two radio inter
views and shared the platform with the 
head of the Office of the United Na
tions High Commissioner for Refugees 
during a celebration of the Interna
tional Day of Peace. 

• 
In August, the Hand of the Cause of 

God 'Ali-Akbar Furutan visited the 
United Kingdom, speaking at the 
"Peace Moves '89" Baha'i youth con
ference, then meeting with Baha'is 
across the country. 

Mr. Furutan spoke with hundreds of 
the friends during meetings in London, 
Liverpool and Edinburgh, addressing 
two vital topics: the Huququ'llah and 
the privilege and obligation of every 
Baha'i to teach the Faith. 

He also attended a national memo
rial service August 20 for the Hand of 
the Cause of God Ugo Giachery who 
died in July while visiting Western 
Samoa. He shared personal memories 
of his dear friend, illustrating Dr. 
Giachery's spirit of devotion and total 
dedication to the Cause of Baha'u'llah 
and especially to his beloved Shoghi 
Effendi. 



HeUze 

These new believers are among those 
who tried their skills at a 'New Be
lievers' Teacher Training Institute' in 

Finland 
Twenty-six Baha'is from Finland 

took part last July 26-28 in a Peace and 
Environmental Festival in Murmansk. 
Russia, the largest city north of the 
Arctic Circle. 

The festival's basic purpose was to 
promote the idea of an Arctic region 
without borders, without war, and 
with an environment protected from 
abuse. 

The event was organized mainly by 
Finns with participation by people 
from Norway and Sweden. 

The Baha'i exhibit drew many vis
itors who were so interested in finding 
out more about the Faith that they 
hand-copied some of the Baha'f litera
ture on display. 

Soviet visitors came from as far 
away as Siberia, Sverdlovsk, and the 
Ukraine. 

During the festival the Faith was 
mentioned on radio and television in 
Murmansk. The mayor expressed an 
interest in the Faith and accepted a 
copy of the peace statement. 

Belmopan, Belize. As a result of the ef
forts of these brand new Baha'is, 10 

Haiti 
The enrollment process has begun 

for the 12,000 inhabitants of the island 
of Cayemite in Haiti which recently be
..:ame an all-Baha'i community. 

The island was opened to the Faith 
by Counsellor Ruth Pringle, Auxiliary 
Board member Linda Neufeld, and 
three other Baha'is. 

They met with community leaders 
and about 60 other Haitians who lis
tened to a talk about Baha'u'lilih, His 
life and sufferings, the Covenant, the 
new World Order, Baha'i laws and 
principles, the spiritual impact and 
transforming effects of His Revelation, 
and the importance of unity. They 
were then invited to become Baha'is. 

The island people had said that they 
are a united community, and that 
everyone agrees with whatever the 
leaders decide. So when the leaders 
said they would like to become Ba
ha'is, Counsellor Pringle asked if this 
meant that all 12,000 of the islanders 
could be considered Baha'is. The reply 
was yes. 

people from two villages were enrolled 
in the Faith. 

In October, Counsellor Pringle met 
with the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Haiti, Auxiliary Board members 
and members of the National Teaching 
Committee. Plans were made to spend 
four to six weeks living in the com
munity teaching and enrolling the new 
believers, holding children's classes, 
setting up a Baha'{ library, helping the 
believers learn prayers, and deepening 
them in the Writings. 

• 
During a recent visit to Haiti, Carol 

Smith, an Auxiliary Board member in 
the Bahamas, was interviewed for a 
broadcast on Radio Antilles. The inter
view was aired three times. 

Miss Smith was joined by Auxiliary 
Board member Laurence Bosschaart 
for interviews with TeleHaiti and 
Radio Television National de Haiti, 
both of which were aired twice, while 
Radio Haiti taped an interview with 
both of them for future broadcast. 
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Japan 

Singapore 
Kuek Yi Hsing, a member of the Na

tional Spiritual Assembly of Singa
pore, and Auxiliary Board member 
Anula Samuel represented that coun
try's Baha'i community at a session of 
the government's Parliamentary Com
mittee on Education whose purpose 
was to discuss the future direction of 
religious and moral education in Singa
pore. 

One suggestion made by the Baha'i 
representatives was to replace religious 
education with secular moral educa
tion. 

"The fact that most religions have a 
number of denominations or sects," 
they said, "makes it impossible to 
create a curriculum that treats anyone 
religion in great detail and yet satisfies 
every sect. 

"Instead, a curriculum should be de
veloped that discusses the teachings of 
the various religions, the social milieu 
under which each was founded, and 
their impact. 

"Through such a curriculum, the 
students would gain an appreciation of 
the common origins of religions, and 
much of the animosity and misunder
standing that are the result of igno
rance would be dissipated." 

A significant part of the Baha'i 
statement was quoted in the Straits 
Times newspaper. 
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Papua New Guinea 
The Milne Bay Teaching Conference. 

held recently in Tua village in the Daga 
area of Milne Bay was the largest Ba
ha'i meeting ever held in Papua New 
Guinea. 

Friends from 44 villages came to 
celebrate the opening of their new Ba
ha'i Center and to consult on teaching 
the Faith throughout the country. 

At noon on the second day of the 
conference, a commemoration of the 
martyrdom of the Bab was held. 

An article in the Nineteen Day Feast 
Newsletter reported, "A nearby cargo 
chief had threatened 1O prevent the 
gathering, and when it poured rain in 
the morning some people thought his 
intervention had caused the rain. But 
no one left, and in the pouring rain 
more than 900 people stood praying. 
turning to Haifa and remembering the 
sorrow of the Bab. The rain turned out 
to be a blessing-like tears." 

• 
A National Women's Conference 

co-sponsored by the Baha'i community 
and the Morobe Women's Association 
was held last July at the National Ba
ha'i Center in Lae, Papua New Guinea. 

Topics of consultation included the 
equality of men and women, educa
tion, literacy, women in development, 
the environment, and peace. 

Special guests included Margaret 

Bahd '(S and guests from Tokyo and 
L'tsunomiya, Japan, attended a week
end deepening last July 16-17 in Utsu
nomiya sponsored by the National 
Teaching Committee of Japan. The 
lecturer was l\"ozomu Sonda (center 
rOK, far right). Also attending was 
Auxiliary Board member Daryoush 
}'a;.dani (front row, far right). 

~akikus. the wife of the prime minis
ter: Bungtabu Brown, president of the 
~ational Council of Women; Funke 
Samana, president of the Morobe 
Women's Association; and Utula Sa
mana, regional member for Morobe 
Province in the national Parliament. 

~10re than 100 people attended the 
opening ceremony with about 50 tak
ing part in plenary sessions and work
shops held throughout the rest of the 
week, 
~edia coverage was extensive with 

newspaper articles and reports on radio 
and television. 

• 
Through efforts by teaching teams in 

Papua New Guinea who have visited 
Western Province, East New Britain, 
East and West Sepik, West New Brit
ain, Morobe, and Central and North 
Solomons Provinces, 380 people in 
those areas have recently embraced the 
Faith. 

Sri Lanka 
A recent teaching project in the Nu

wara-Eliya District of Sri Lanka re
sulted in 65 enrollments. Meanwhile, in 
the Kegalle District, a talk by Auxiliary 
Board member Mona Bayly resulted in 
the enrollment of 23 others. 



Switzerland 
On August 19, the Landegg Acad

emy in Switzerland was host to Prince 
Alfred von Liechtenstein. founder and 
chairman of the board of the Vienna 
Academy for the Study of the Future. 

Other guests. who came to discuss 
plans for an International Seminar on 
Transition to a Global Society, which 
is to be held at Landegg in September 
1990, included Prof. Ervin Laszlo. di
rector of the Vienna Academy; Prof. 
Augusto Forti. director of UNESCO's 

Trinidad/Tobago 
Five hundred people embraced the 

Faith during a three-week teaching 
campaign last summer in Trinidad and 
Tobago held as part of the ongoing 
Covenant Project, carried out in mem
ory of the late H. Borrah Kavelin, who 
was a member of the Universal House 
of Justice. 

Afterward, a special teaching team 
assigned to Chaguanas in the central 
part of the country, aided by three 
members of the National Teaching 
Committee, two full-time teachers, one 
traveling teacher and other Baha'is. 
enrolled 850 new believers during a 
five-week effort in June and JUly. 

In July and August, five :\:ea 
Teaching Committees developed their 
own regional teaching plans. as a result 
of which many other new belie\ ;!rs 
were enrolled. 

• 
A Chinese Teaching Conference was 

held last September 23 at the Palmyra 
Baha'C Center in Palmyra Village, 
Trinidad. 

Held to plan and raise the level 0: 1-:
tivity in the Chinese teaching work. :he 
conference drew about 20 peopie :n
eluding three members of the :"iat:(':,ai 
Spiritual Assembly of Trinidad .l:1d 
Tobago and Auxiliary Board members 
Mansingh Amarsingh and Shahnaz j}

malabadi. 
Consultation centered on explor:ng 

opportunities for teaching Chinese :n 
South Trinidad and developing a work
able plan for achieving the enrollment 
of the masses of Chinese in Trini'::ad 
including those of Chinese herit:l;e. 
visitors. those who work or go co 
school in Trinidad and Tobago, and 
Chinese diplomats. 

Among the ideas were making an ap-

East West Centre of Science and Tech
nology, and their spouses. 

The seminar is to be jointly organ
ized and sponsored by the Landegg 
:\cademy, the Vienna Academy, and 
the Center for International Develop
ment and Conflict Resolution at the 
Cniversity of Maryland. 

It will be further supported by the 
participation of other institutions in
duding the Club of Rome University 

peal to the Baha'C community about 
the urgency of reaching this popula
tion, perhaps using the National 
Assembly's Feast letter or newsletter; 
developing a special pamphlet for the 
Chinese friends; preparing guidelines 
for teaching Chinese; and holding a 
special Chinese deepening institute. 

• 
As Baha'is in Trinidad and Tobago 

continued intensive teaching efforts. 
the National Spiritual Assembly re
ported the enrollment of 843 people be
tween May and JUly. 

Zaire 

Shown are some of the 4,800 people 
who attended a recent Baha'l confer
ence in the Fizi zone of Zaire. Among 
those attending were Counsellors Bea
trice Asare, Hizzaya Hissani, Edith 

Centre, the Center for the Study of In
ternational Governance, the European 
Culture Impact Research Consortium, 
and the General Evolution Research 
Group. 

During the meeting in August, 
Prince Alfred asked for a copy of The 
Hidden Words and said that the Ba
ha'is he has met in London and at Lan
degg had made a very positive impres
sion on him. 

Senegal 
Dr. Pierre Daoust, chairman of the 

National Spiritual Assembly of Bel
gium, recently made a teaching trip to 
Senegal during which he provided free 
primary dental care to people in the 
regions of Pikine and Bambylor. 

His work was carried out with the 
cooperation of the local Baha'i com
munities and health authorities. 

One result of Dr. Daoust's volunteer 
services was good contact with the 
director of the dental faculty of the 
University of Dakar and with the med
ical staff working in connection with 
the Pikine dispensary. 

Senoga and Lally Lucretia Warren. 
The event was one of four held in Zaire 
and Tanzania to consult on the spiri
tual empowerment of women. 
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Bolivia 
Radio Baha'i Bolivia celebrated its 

fifth anniversary last July with a 
"Chaski" race from Caracollo to Or
uro, 40 kilometers (about 25 miles) 
away. A Chaski race is in the tradition 
of the Incas of the region; 30 runners 
covered the 40km in three hours. 

Reporters from national radio, tele
vision and newspapers covered the 
race, after which the entire group of 
runners was invited to the office of the 
mayor of Oruro who praised Radio Ba
ha'i and was given a copy of the peace 
statement on behalf of the radio sta
tion. 

A three-day festival followed, with 
27 groups providing music. Eight of 
them were dressed in native costume 
and played the traditional instruments 
of Bolivia. 

• 
Seventy Baha'is representing nine in-

digenous groups came together last 
July to take part in a Seminar for In
digenous Believers in Sucre, Bolivia. 

A significant number of the partici-

Norway 

The mayor of Nesseby, Norway, pre
sents Auxiliary Board member Jorunn 
Hagan (right) with a plaque showing 
the heraldic shield of that city in re-
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pants, who came from eight countries, 
were women. 

Seven Counsellors took part in the 
consultation including Dr. Farzam Ar
bab from the International Teaching 
Centre in Haifa. Also attending were 
members of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Bolivia and eight Auxiliary 
Board members. 

A major area of consultation was the 
participation of indigenous peoples in 
the construction of an ever-advancing 
civilization. Examples were brought 
forth of peoples who are drawing on 
the Creative Word to strengthen the 
positive aspects of their culture. 

Time was given to identifying some 
of the cultural characteristics of each 
indigenous group that mirror Baha'i 
teachings and should therefore be pre
served or further developed as elements 
of a "Baha'i culture." 

Discussions also centered on how to 
foster literacy among indigenous peo
ple. It was noted that this could be a 

sponse to the peace statement, a copy 
of which was given to the mayor during 
the Baha'i Mid-Summer Camp in Nes
seby. 

aza 2 

way of reaching people with the Mes
sage of Baha'u'lhih because the Baha'i 
concept of literacy is much more com
plete than simply being able to read 
and write, as it involves study of the 
Creative Word of God. 

Teaching was another major element 
of consultation. The growth of the 
Faith in Latin America has been 
strong; many indigenous people have 
become Baha'is. But, it was pointed 
out, the time has now come for entire 
Indian tribes and peoples to find their 
path toward Baha'u'IUlh. 

It was appropriate, therefore, that 
the Seminar was followed by a Na
tional Teaching Conference at which 
there were more than 200 Baha'is in
cluding many of those from abroad 
who had traveled to Bolivia for the 
seminar . 

Afterward, 19 teaching teams took 
pa:-t in a week-long teaching project 
that resulted in 500 enrollments and the 
opening of 10 new localities to the 
Faith. 

Sikkim 
A vocational training course to help 

rural development was held last July in 
Tadong, Sikkim. Participants were Ba
ha"j youth from rural areas in Sikkim 
and students from the Tadong Baha'i 
School. 

Courses in domestic electricity, 
plumbing, and jeep and motorcycle 
maintenance were given by instructors 
from the New Era Development Insti
tute in Panchgani, India. 

The courses were designed to pro
vide training for Baha'is who can work 
toward development in rural communi
ties. 

Ninety-two people were enrolled in
cluding 38 young Baha'is from nine 
rural communities and 54 students 
from the Tadong School. Eighteen of 
the trainees were women. 

On July 27 certificates were awarded 
to all of the graduates. George Mene
zes, a member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly, spoke at the ceremony of 
the spiritual and practical kn~wledge 
gained by the graduates and its benefits 
to society. 

The event closed with students 
chanting prayers they had memorized 
during the course. 



India 
Many Vlsltors came to the Baha'i 

House of Worship in Bahapur, India, 
in August including tourists from 
France, Germany, Italy, Spain, the 
Soviet Union and the United Kingdom 
as well as large groups from India. 

A report from the House of Worship 
recounts the stories of two special 
visits: 

"One morning it looked as if the 
Temple had stretched its long white 
arm along the main pathway leading to 
its prayer hall. On closer look, we 
could distinguish it to be the orderly 
approach of young girls clad in white 
with heads covered, followed by young 
boys, also in white. There were about 
350 students accompanied by 20 teach
ers from Sri Guru Hari Singh Maha 
Vidyalaya, Sirsa, in the State of Har
yana. 

"All were accompanied to the con
ference hall where in pin-drop silence 
they heard about the Faith and its prin
ciples for the first time." 

Another story is that of the chief en
gineer of a government project who 
"found himself in a dilemma over a 
project involving millions of rupees. 
One day as he sat in his office, confus
ed and depressed, he felt as if some
thing was beckoning him in a particu
lar direction. In a moment of instant 
decision, he left the office and soon 
found himself at the Baha'i Temple. 

"It was time for the evening prayer 
program, so he decided to sit back and 
take in some spiritual food. As he lis
tened, he found the chanting of prayers 
creating an impact on him which he 
could not immediately understand. As 
he came out of the prayer hall, he ap
proached a volunteer who explained to 
him the principles of the Faith. As he 
later put it, to enable himself to an
alyze the strange feeling the BaM'i 
prayers evoked, he returned again and 
again. 

"Three weeks after he first came to 
the Temple, he accepted Baha'u'llah as 
the Manifestation of God for this 
age." 

• 
Gisou Behrouzi, a Baha'i student in 

India, won first prize in a speech com
petition among colleges on the occas
ion of the 125th anniversary of the 
birth of Swami Vivekananda, a leading 
spokesman for modern Hinduism in 

The Baha'I Mobile Deepening Institute 
in the state of Uttar Pradesh, India, is 
drawn from village to village on a bul-

the late 19th century. She delivered a 
four-minute talk for an audience of 
500 students and parents at Rama 
Krishna Mission. 

The talk was based on the need for 
the World Order of BaM'u'llah and 
paid tribute to Swami Vivekananda's 
contributions to peace. 

• 
One of the goals of the Six Year Plan 

in the Indian State Council of Maha
rashtra is to establish and develop a 
number of Baha'i kindergartens in vil
lages where there are local Spiritual As
semblies and where the residents ask 
for a kindergarten through their As
sembly. 

At present, 11 kindergartens have 
been set up in various villages in Maha
rashtra State. BaM'i and non-BaM'i 
children ages three to five attend for 
three hours a day, six days a week. The 
total number of children enrolled in the 
kindergartens is nearly 300. 

Supervision is the responsibility of 
the Social and Economic Development 
Committee of Maharashtra; villagers 
provide a suitable place and capable 
teacher for each school. The funds for 
establishing and managing the schools 
and for paying the teachers is generally 
provided through voluntary contribu-

lock cart. Institute has become 
known as 'The Baha'I Shanti-Rath' 
(Peace Chariot). 

tions of the friends to the State Council 
Fund. The schools are monitored to 
ensure good hygiene and provision of 
the needs of the children. 

An encouraging fact is that the 
schools have not only provided an 
education for village children but have 
contributed to the consolidation and 
development of local Baha'i communi
ties. The local Spiritual Assemblies 
have been strengthened and attendance 
at Nineteen Day Feasts has risen sig
nificantly in villages with Baha'i kin
dergartens. 

• 
Representatives of the National Spir

itual Assemblies of the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands, Bangladesh, India, 
Nepal, Sikkim and Sri Lanka met Sep
tember 8-10 in Pune, India. 

Topics of consultation included 
creating a "unified vision" of the 
Faith, developing human resources, 
"entry by troops," and spiritual trans
formation aimed at an intensification 
of teaching efforts throughout the sub
continent. 

The Counsellors residing in India 
also attended the meetings, as did 48 
Auxiliary' Board members and mem
bers of 18 State Baha'i Councils. 
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World Centre 

Waging war on illiteracy 

To all National Spiritual Assemblies 
Dear Baha'{ Friends, 

The Holy Word has been extolled by the Prophets of God 
as the medium of celestial power and the wellspring of all 
spiritual, social and material progress. Access to it, constant 
study of it and daily use of it in our individual lives are vital 
to the inner personal transformation toward which we strive 
and whose ultimate outer manifestation will be the emerg
ence of that divine civilization which is the promise of the 
World Order of Baha'u'lhih. 

The blessings which flow from the Word of God are im
plicit in this instruction of Baha'u'Uah in the Kitab-i-Aqdas, 
the Mother Book of His Revelation: "Immerse yourselves 
in the ocean of My words, that ye may unravel its secrets, 
and discover all the pearls of wisdom that lie hid in its 
depths." Again in the same book. He bids us recite the 
"verses of God every morning and evening." An astonish
ing insight as to the sublime influence of the revealed Word 
is conveyed in this further instruction gleaned from one of 
His Tablets: "Intone, 0 My servant, the verses of God that 
have been received by thee, as intoned by them who have 
drawn nigh unto Him, that the sweetness of thy melody may 
kindle thine own soul, and attract the hearts of all men. 
Whoso reciteth, in the privacy of his chamber, the verses 
revealed by God, the scattering angeis of the Almighty shall 
scatter abroad the fragrance of the words uttered by his 
mouth, and shall cause the heart of every righteous man to 
throb. Though he may, at first, remain unaware of its ef
fect, yet the virtue of the grace vouchsafed unto him must 
needs sooner or later exercise its influence upon his soul." 

The most immediate access to the dynamic influence of 
the sacred Word is through reading. The ability to read is 
therefore a fundamental right and privilege of every human 
being. Baha'u'llah promotes this right in His command to 
parents to ensure the instruction of :1.eir sons and daughters 
in the "art of reading and writing." For this essential reas
on, in our last RiQvan message we called attention to the 
need for systematic attention to be given to eventually elimi
nating illiteracy from the Baha'i community. This matter 
must assume its proper importance as a continuing objective 
of that community. 

Let each National and local Spiritual Assembly, accord
ing to necessity and circumstance. address itself to this ob
jective, conscious that even where total achievement is not 
immediately possible, opportunities must be sought to make 
steady progress. Let each be confident that the shining ex
ample set by Iran, the mother community of the Baha'i 
world, under the-inspiration of Baha'u'llah's teachings and 
the urging of 'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi. upholds a 

standard all can follow. In the earliest years of this century, 
when no systematic, over-all plan of education existed in 
Iran, the Baha'is seized their chance and organized a 
widespread program of education. Its teachers were distin
guished for their ability to foster child, youth and adult edu
cation, which led to significant self-improvement among the 
Iranian Baha'is. The emergence of a literate Baha'i com
munity was an outstanding result. 

Some local or national Baha'i communities may wish to 
follow the example of those who have already instituted 
their own literacy projects and are achieving notable suc
cess; others may wish to participate in literacy programs 
organized by governmental or non-governmental organiza
tions. Each community will have to determine whether to 
engage in one or the other, or to do both. Progress will de
pend not only on the initiatives of Baha'i institutions in rela
tion to children, but also on the active interest of adult 
believers who want to learn to read. Such friends should 
definitely be encouraged and assisted to achieve, with dig
nity, their heart's desire. Certainly, the willing participation 
of the friends in an undertaking of such importance to the 
upliftment of individuals and the consolidation of the Ba
ha'i community as a whole will attract divine favors and 
confirmations. 

The United Nations has declared 1990 to be International 
Literacy Year so as to mobilize an all-out, ongoing effort to 
eradicate illiteracy around the world. The literacy projects 
already in progress in the Baha'i community, and those 
which are yet to be adopted, will surely lend support to this 
noble and necessary effort. Therefore, we commend the 
purpose of this special year to the attention of the entire Ba
ha'i world. The Baha'i International Community's United 
Nations Office will send National Assemblies information 
concerning activities associated with International Literacy 
Year and how Baha'i communities may become involved. 
Moreover, agencies at the Baha'i World Centre having a 
special interest in literacy programs will offer helpful advice 
as necessary, but Spiritual Assemblies need not wait to hear 
from them before proceeding with their own plans. 

We look forward with confident expectation to your 
achievements toward the ultimate fulfillment of this objec
tive which is so essential to the progress of the Baha'i com
munity and indeed all humanity. And we assure you, as 
ever, of our continuing prayers at the Holy Shrines for your 
success. 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
The Universal House oj Justice 

July 10, 1989 
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World Centre 

Conserving our natural resources 

CONSERVATlOI\ OF THE EARTH'S RESOURCES 

Compiled by the Research Department 
of the Universal House of Justice 

1. FOUNDATION PRINCIPLES 
The approach of the world-wide Baha'i community to the 

conservation and protection of the earth's resources is based 
on a number of fundamental principles derived from the 
Baha'i Writings. These include: 

1.1 Nature as a reflection of the Divine 
~ature is held in high regard. Baha'u'llah states that the 

contemplation of nature creates an awareness of the 
"signs" I and "tokens" 2 of God and constitutes proof of 
His existence. Thus: 

" ... whatever I behold I readily discover that it maketh 
Thee known unto me, and it remindeth me of Thy signs, 
and of Thy tokens, and of Thy testimonies. By Thy glory! 
Every time I lift up mine eyes unto Thy heaven, I call to 
mind Thy highness and Thy loftiness, and Thine incompa
rable glory and greatness; and every time I turn my gaze to 
Thine earth, I am made to recognize the evidences of Thy 
power and the tokens of Thy bounty. And when I behold 
the sea, I find that it speaketh to me of Thy majesty, and of 
the potency of Thy might, and of Thy sovereignty and Thy 
grandeur. And at whatever time I contemplate the moun
tains, I am led to discover the ensigns of Thy victory and the 
standards of Thine omnipotence." 3 

Nature reflects the "names and attributes of God." • It is 
the expression o( "God's Will ... in ... the contingent 
world." , Baha'u'llah writes: 

"Say: Nature in its essence is the embodiment of My 
Name, the Maker, the Creator. Its manifestations are diver
sified by varying causes, and in this diversity there are signs 
for men of discernment. Nature is God's Will and is its ex
pression in and through the contingent world. It is a dispen
sation of Providence ordained by the Ordainer, the AII
Wise." 6 

1.2 The earth one country 
Baha'u'llab expounds a world view which acknowledges 

that "the earth is but one country, and mankind its citi
zens" 7 and He calls for the promotion of "the best interests 
of the peoples and kind reds of the earth." 8 

'Abdu'l-Baha draws attention to the increasing inter
dependence of the world and the fact that "self-suffic
iency" 9 is no longer possible. He envisages that the trend 
toward a united world will increase and will manifest itself 
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in the form of "unity of thought in world undertakings" JO 

and in other important realms of existence. One critical area 
for unified action is that of preserving the resources of the 
planet. 
1.3 Man's station and responsibility 

'Abdu'l-Baha indicates that man, "by reason of the ideal 
and heavenly forces latent and manifest in him," II occupies 
a station that is "higher and nobler" 12 than nature, that 
"man is ruler over nature's sphere and province." 13 

"It is evident, therefore, that man is ruler over nature's 
sphere and province. Nature is inert; man is progressive. 
Nature has no consciousness; man is endowed with it. Na
ture is without volition and acts perforce, whereas man pos
sesses a mighty will. Nature is incapable of discovering mys
teries or realities, whereas man is especially fitted to do so. 
Nature is not in touch with the realm of God; man is at
tuned to its evidences. Nature is uninformed of God; man is 
conscious of Him. \ian acquires divine virtues; nature is de
nied them. Man can voluntarily discontinue vices; nature 
has no power to modify the influence of its instincts. Alto
gether it is evident that man is more noble and superior, that 
in him there is an ideal power surpassing nature. He has 
consciousness, volition, memory, intelligent power, divine 
attributes and virtues of which nature is completely de
prived and bereft; therefore, man is higher and nobler by 
reason of the ideal and heavenly force latent and manifest in 
him." 14 

Man, possessed of an inner faculty which plants and ani
mals do not have, a power which enables him to discover the 
secrets of nature and gain mastery over the environment, 
has a special responsibility to use his God-given powers for 
positive ends. The Cniversal House of Justice indicates that 
"the proper exercise of this responsibility is the key to 
whether his inventive genius produces beneficial results, or 
creates havoc in the material world." :~ 

1.4 Approach toward the physical world-interaction of 
spiritual and material 

'Abdu'l-Baha stresses that the development of the phys
ical world and the happiness of mankind are dependent on 
both the "call of chilization, of the progress of the material 
world" 16 and the "soul-stirring call of God, Whose spir
itual teachings are safeguards of the everlasting glory, the 
eternal happiness a."1d ilIumi:-.a:ion of the world of human
ity." 17 He states: 

"However, until :naterial a~hjevements, physical accom
plishments and human virtues are reinforced by spiritual 
perfections, luminous qualities and characteristics of mercy, 
no fruit or result shall issue :berefrom, nor will the happi-
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ness of the world of humanity, which is the ultimate aim, be 
attained. For although, on the one hand, material achieve
ments and the development of the physical world produce 
prosperity, which exquisitely manifests its intended aims, on 
the other hand dangers, severe calamities and violent afflic
tions are imminent. 

"Consequently, when thou lookest at the orderly patterns 
of kingdoms, cities and villages, with the attractiveness of 
their adornments, the freshness of their natural resources, 
the refinement of their appliances, the ease of their means 
of travel, the extent of knowledge available about the world 
of nature, the great inventions, the colossal enterprises, the 
noble discoveries and scientific researches, thou wouldst 
conclude that civilization conduceth to the happiness and 
the progress of the human world. Yet shouldst thou turn 
thine eye to the discovery of destructive and infernal ma
chines, to the development of forces of demolition and the 
invention of fiery implements, which uproot the tree of life, 
it would become evident and manifest unto thee that civili
zation is conjoined with barbarism. Progress and barbarism 
go hand in hand, unless material civilization be confirmed 
by Divine Guidance, by the revelations of the All-Merciful 
and by godly virtues, and be reinforced by spiritual con
duct, by the ideals of the Kingdom and by the outpourings 
of the Realm of Might. ... 

"Therefore, this civilization and material progress should 
be combined with the Most Great Guidance so that this 
nether world may become the scene of the appearance of the 
bestowals of the Kingdom, and physical achievements may 
be conjoined with the effulgences of the Merciful. This in 
order that the beauty and perfection of the world of man 
may be unveiled and be manifested before all in the utmost 
grace and splendor. Thus everlasting glory and happiness 
shall be revealed." 18 

Baha'u'llah describes the fate of those whose lives 
demonstrate a heedlessness of spiritual values and a failure 
to act in conformity with such values. He comments: 

" ... ye waik on ~ly earth complacent and self-satisfied, 
heedless that ~ly earth is weary of you and everything with
in it shunneth you .... " 19 

Shoghi Effendi asserts that man's negligence contributes 
to the decline of the "present-day Order" 20 and impacts on 
the environment in a practical way: 

"The violent derangement of the world's equilibrium; the 
trembling that will seize the limbs of mankind; the radical 
transformation of human society; the rolling up of the pres
ent-day Order; the fundamental changes affecting the struc
ture of government; ... the development of infernal en
gines of war; the burning of cities; the contamination of the 
atmosphere of the earth-these stand out as the signs and 
portents that must either herald or accompany the retribu
tive calamity which, as decreed by Him Who is the Judge 
and Redeemer of mankind, must, sooner or later, afflict a 
society which, for the most part, and for over a century, has 
turned a deaf ear to the Voice of God's Messenger in this 
day-a calamity which must purge the human race of the 
dross of its age-long corruptions, and weld its component 
parts into a firmly knit world-embracing Fellowship-a Fel
lowship destined, in the fullness of time, to be incorporated 
in the framework, and to be galvanized by the spiritualizing 

influences, of a mysteriously expanding, divinely appointed 
Order, and to flower, in the course of future Dispensations, 
into a Civilization, the like of which mankind has, at no 
stage in its evolution, witnessed." 21 

2. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MAN AND NATURE 
The relationship between man and nature is very com

plex. An appreciation of the dimensions of this subject re
quires consideration of some of the characteristics of nature 
described in the Baha'i Writings and an awareness of certain 
values and attitudes that guide individual behavior and the 
establishment of priorities. 
2.1 Characteristics of nature 

2.1.1 A unified system 
'Abdu'l-Baha indicates that the "temple of the world" U 

has been "fashioned after the image and likeness of the hu
man body." 2J He explains that: 

"By this is meant that even as the human body in this 
world, which is outwardly composed of different limbs and 
organs, is in reality a closely integrated, coherent entity, 
similarly the structure of the physical world is like unto a 
single being whose limbs and members are inseparably link
ed together. 

"Were one to observe with an eye that discovereth the 
realities of all things, it would become clear that the greatest 
relationship that bindeth the world of being together lieth in 
the range of created things themselves, and that co-opera
tion, mutual aid and reciprocity are essential characteristics 
in the unified body of the world of being, inasmuch as all 
created things are closely related together and each is influ
enced by the other or deriveth benefit therefrom, either 
directly or indirectly. 

"Consider for instance how one group of created things 
constituteth the vegetable kingdom, and another is the ani
mal kingdom. Each of these two maketh use of certain ele
ments in the air on which its own life dependeth, while each 
increaseth the quantity of such elements as are essential for 
the life of the other. In other words, the growth and devel
opment of the vegetable world is impossible withou~ the ex
istence of the animal kingdom, and the maintenance of ani
mal life is inconceivable without the co-operation of the 
vegetable kingdom. Of like kind are the relationships that 
exist among all created things. Hence it was stated that co
operation and reciprocity are essential properties which are 
inherent in the unified system of the world of existence, and 
without which the entire creation would be reduced to noth
ingness." 24 

In another passage' Abdu'l-Baha describes the intercon
nectedness of "every part of the universe" 2~ and the impor
tance of maintaining balance in the system: 

"Reflect upon the inner realities of the universe, the 
secret wisdoms involved, the enigmas, the inter-relation
ships, the rules that govern all. For every part of the uni
verse is connected with every other part by ties that are very 
powerful and admit of no imbalance, nor any slackening 
whatever. . . ." 26 

2.1.2 Subject to law and organization 
'Abdu'l-Baha states that "The phenomenal world is en

tirely subject to the rule and control of natural law ." 27 He 
contrasts nature's "absolute organization'" 28 and its lack of 
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"intelligence" 29 and "will" 30 with man's ability to "(com
mand) the forces of Nature" 31 through discovery of "the 
constitution of things" :32 

"This Nature is subjected to an absolute organization, to 
determined laws, to a complete order and a finished design, 
from which it will never depart-to such a degree, indeed, 
that if you look carefully and with keen sight, from the 
smallest invisible atom up to such large bodies of the world 
of existence as the globe of the sun or the other great stars 
and luminous spheres, whether you regard their arrange
ment, their composition, their form or their movement vou 
will find that all are in the highest degree of organiz~iion 
and are under one law from which they will never depart. 

"But when you look at Nature itself, you see :hat it has 
no intelligence, no will. For instance, the nature of fire is to 
burn; it burns without will or intelligence. The nature of 
water is fluidity; it flows without will or intelligence. The 
nature of the sun is radiance; it shines without will or intelli
gence. The nature of vapor is to ascend; it ascends without 
will or intelligence. Thus it is clear that the natural move
ments of all things are compelled; there are no voluntary 
movements except those of animals and, above all, those of 
man. Man is able to resist and to oppose Nature because he 
discovers the constitution of things. and through this he 
commands the forces of Nature; all lhe inventions he has 
made are due to his discovery of the constitullon of ~nings. 
For example, he invented the telegraph, which is the means 
of communication between the East and the West. It is evi
dent, then, that man rules over Nature. 

"Now, when you behold in existence such organizations, 
arrangements and laws, can you say that all these are the ef
fect of Nature, though Nature has neither intelligence nor 
perception? If not, it becomes evident that this Nature 
which has neither perception nor intelligence, is in the gras~ 
of Almighty God, Who is the Ruler of the world of Nature; 
whatever He wishes, He causes Nature to manifest." 33 

2. J.3 Change and motion 
Change is a law governing the whole of physical creation. 

It is seen in the passage of the seasons. 'Abdu'l-Baba writes: 
"The earth is in motion and growth; the mountains, hills 

and prairies are green and pleasant; the bounty is overflow
ing; the mercy universal; the rain is descending from the 
cloud of mercy; the brilliant Sun is shining; the full moon is 
ornamenting the horizon of ether; the great ocean-tide is 
flooding every little stream; the gifts are successive; the 
favo~s consecutive; 2.nd the refreshing breeze is blowing, 
waftmg the fragrant perfume of the blossoms. Boundless 
treasure is in the hand of the King of Kings! Lift the hem of 
thy garment in order to receive it," 34 

"Soon the whole world, as in springtime, will change its 
garb. The turning and falling of the autumn leaves is past; 
the bleakness of the winter time is over. The new year hath 
appeared and the spiritual springtime is at hand. The black 
earth is becoming a verdant garden; the deserts and moun
tains are teeming with red flowers; from the borders of the 
wilderness the tall grasses are standing like advance guards 
before the cypress and jessamine trees; while the birds are 
singing among the rose branches like the angels in the high
est heavens, announcing the glad-tidings of the approach of 
that spiritual spring, and the sweet music of their voices is 
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causing the real essence of all things to move and quiver. " 3~ 

'Abdu'l-Baba states that "absolute repose does not exist 
in nature," 36 that "movement is essential to existence." 3" 

In relation to existence He describes the processes of "com
position and decomposition" :31 

" ... conslder the phenomeno:: of composition and de
composition, of existence and non-existence. Every created 
thing in the contingent world is made up of many and varied 
atoms, and its existence is dependent on the composition of 
these. In other words, through the divine creative power a 
conjunction of simple elements taketh place so that from 
this composition a distinct organism i~ produced. The exis
tence of all things is based upon this principle. But when the 
order is deranged. decomposition is produced and disin
:egration setteth in. then rha: thing ceasetr. 10 exist. That i::., 
annihilation of all things is caused by decomposition and 
disintegration. Therefore attraction and composition be
tween the various eiemems is the means of lIfe. and discord, 
decomposition and division produce death. Thus the cohes
ive and attractive forces in all things lead to the appearance 
of fruitful results and effects, while estrangement and alien
ation of things iead to disturbance and annihilation. 
Through affinity and attraction allliying things like plants. 
animals and mer, come ;;-;;0 existenct? while division and 
discord bring abo ... : jecc:7lpc)sitior, and destruction." 39 

He also explains chat, in the physicaJ world, the course ~f 
evolution is in the direction of increasing levels of complex
ity: 

"In the physical creation, evolution is from one degree of 
perfection to another. The mineral passes with its mineral 
perfections to the vegetable; the vegetable, with its perfec
tions, passes to the animal world, and so on to that of hu
manity .... " 40 

2.1.4 Diversity 
'Abdu'I-Baha describes diversity as "the essence of per

fection and the cause of the appearance of the bestowals" 41 

of God, and He states: 
"Consider the flowers of a garden: though differing in 

kind, color, form and shape, yet, inasmuch as they are re
freshed by the waters of one spring, revived by the breath of 
one wind, invigorated by the rays of one sun, this diversity 
increaseth their charm, and addeth unto their beauty. Thus 
when that unifying force, the penetrating influence of the 
Word of God, taketh effect, the difference of customs 
manners, habits, ideas, opinions and dispositions embeIlish~ 
eth the world of humanity. This diversity, this difference is 
like the naturally created dissimilarity and variety of the 
limbs and organs of the human body, for each one contrib
uteth to the beauty, efficiency and perfection of the 
whole .... 

"How unpleasing to the eye if all the flowers and plants, 
the leaves and blossoms, the fruits, the branches and the 
trees of that garden were all of the same shape and color! 
Diversity of hues, form and shape, enricheth and adorneth 
the garden, and heighteneth the effect thereof. ... " 42 

The extent of the diversity of the "world of created be
ings" 43 is underlined in the following passage: 

:' ... th.e forms and organisms of phenomenal being and 
eXIstence In each of the kingdoms of the universe are myriad 



and numberless. The vegetable plane or kingdom. for in
stan.:e, has its infinite \ariety of types and materiai struc
tures of plant life-each distinct and different within itself, 
no two exactly alike in composition and detail-for there 
are no repetitions in nature, and the augmentative virtue 
cannot be confined to any given image or shape. Each leaf 
has its own particular identity-so to speak, its own individ
uality as a lea f. . . ." .... 

2.1.5 Serves the human world 
'Abdu'1-Saha des,;ribes the oO.:ause, and circum

stances" .' of :he "perfection" ..., of :he mlneral, vegetable 
and animal worlds. and He disting'Jishes this from their 
"real prosperity" ., which conduces :0 :he honor of the va
rious kingdoms. 

"The honor and exaltation of every existing being de
pends upon causes and circumstances. 

"The excellency. the adornment and the perfection of the 
earth is to be verdant and fertile through the bounty of the 
clouds ot' springtime. Plants grow; rlowers and fragrant 
herbs spring up; frui.-bearing trees be.:ome full of blossoms 
and bring forth fresh and new fruit. Gardens become beau
tiful. and meadows adorned; mountains and plains are clad 
in a green robe, and gardens. fields, villages and _cities are 
decorated. This is the prosperity of the mineral world. 

"The height of exaltation and the perfection of the vege
table world is that a tree should grow on the bank of a 
stream of fresh water. that a gentle breeze should blow on 
it, that the warmth of the sun should shine on it, that a gar
dener should attend to its cultivation, and that day by day it 
should develop and yield fruit. But its real prosperity is to 
progress into the animal and human world, and replace that 
which has been exhausted in the bodies of animals and men. 

"The exaltation of the animal world is to possess perfect 
members, organs and powers, and to have all its needs sup
plied. This is its chief glory. its honor and exaltation. So the 
supreme happiness of an animal is to have possession at a 
green and fertile meadow, perfectly pure flowing water. and 
a lovely, verdant forest. If these things are provided for it. 
no greater prosperity can be imagined. For example. if a 
bird builds its nest in a green and fruitful forest, in a beau
tiful high place, upon a strong tree, and at the top of a lofty 
branch, and if it finds all it needs of seeds and water. this is 
its perfect prosperity. 

"But real prosperity for the animal consists in passing 
from the animal world to the human world, like the micro
scopic beings that, through the water and air. enter into 
man and are assimilated, and replace that which has been 
consumed in his body. This is the great honor and pros
perity for the animal world; no greater honor can be con-
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ceived for it." 48 

2.1.6 Imperfection of nature 
Two views of nature are contrasted-one which holds 

that the "world of nature is complete," 49 and one which 
declares that it is "incomplete" 50 because "it has need of 
intelligence and education." 51 'Abdu'l-Baha states that the 
"mineral, vegetable, animal and human worlds are all in 
need of an educator" :52 

"The materialists hold to the opinion that the world of 
nature is complete. The divine philosophers declare that the 
world of nature is incomplete. There is a wide difference be
tween the two. The materialists call attention to the perfec
tion of nature, the sun, moon and stars, the trees in their 
adornment, the whole earth and the sea-even unimportant 
phenomena revealing the most perfect symmetry. The 
divine philosophers deny this seeming perfection and com
pleteness in nature's kingdom, even though admitting the 
beauty of its scenes and aspects and acknowledging the ir
resistible cosmic forces which control the colossal suns and 
planets. They hold that while nature seems perfect, it is, 
nevertheless, imperfect because it has need of intelligence 
and education. In proof of this they say that man, though 
he be a very god in the realm of material creation, is himself 
in need of an educator. Man undeveloped by education is 
savage, animalistic, brutal. Laws and regulations, schools, 
colleges and universities have for their purpose the training 
of man and his uplift from the dark borderland of the ani
mal kingdom .... " 53 

When we consider existence, we see that the mineral, veg
etable, animal and human worlds are all in need of an edu
cator. 

"If the earth is not cultivated, it becomes a jungle where 
useless weeds grow; but if a cultivator comes and tills the 
ground, it produces crops which nourish living creatures. It 
is evident, therefore, that the soil needs the cultivation of 
the farmer. Consider the trees: if they remain without a cul
tivator, they will be fruitless, and without fruit they are use
less; but if they receive the care of a gardener, these same 
barren trees become fruitful, and through cultivation, fer
tilization and engrafting the trees which had bitter fruits 
yield sweet fruits .... 

"The same is true with respect to animals: notice that 
when the animal is trained it becomes domestic, and also 
that man, if he is left without education, becomes bestial, 
and, moreover, if left under the rule of -nature, becomes 
lower than an animal, whereas if he is educated he becomes 
an angel. . . ." 54 

2.2 Attitudes and values 
The Baha'{ Writings articulate certain spiritual values and 

attitudes that guide the relationship of man toward nature. 
These include: 

2.2.1 Appreciation 
An awareness of the fact that the earth is the "source" 55 

of man's "prosperity" 56 is tempered by the realization that 
"the honor and exaltation of man must be something more 
than material riches." 57 Thus: 

"Every man of discernment, while walking upon the 
earth, feeleth indeed abashed, inasmuch as he is fully aware 
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that the thing which is the source of his prosperity, his 
wealth, his might, his exaltation, his advancement and 
power is, as ordained by God, the very earth which is trod
den beneath the feet of all men. There can be no doubt that 
whoever is cognizant of this truth, is cleansed and sanctified 
from all pride, arrogance, and vainglory .... " 58 

"What is it of which ye can rightly boast? Is it on your 
food and your drink that ye pride yourselves, on the riches 
ye lay up in your treasuries, on the diversity and the cost of 
the ornaments with which ye deck yourselves? If true glory 
were to consist in the possession of such perishable things, 
then the earth on which ye walk must needs vaunt itself over 
you, because it supplieth you, and bestoweth upon you, 
these very things, by the decree of the Almighty. In its 
bowels are contained. according to what God hath or
dained, all that ye possess. From it, as a sign of His mercy, 
ye derive your riches. Behold then your state, the thing in 
which ye glory! Would that ye could perceive it!" 59 

"Then it is clear that the honor and exaltation of man 
must be something more than material riches. Material 
comforts are only a branch, but the root of the exaltation of 
man is the good attributes and virtues which are the adorn
ments of his reality. These are the divine appearances, the 
heavenly bounties, the sublime emotions, the love and 
knowledge of God; universal wisdom, intellectual percep
tion, scientific discoveries, justice, equity, truthfulness, 
benevolence, natural courage and innate fortitude; the re
spect for rights and the keeping of agreements and cove
nants; rectitude in all circumstances; serving the truth under 
all conditions; the sacrifice of one's life for the good of all 
people; service in the Divine Kingdom; the guidance of the 
people, and the education of the nations and races. This is 
the prosperity of the human world! This is the exaltation of 
man in the world! This is eternal life and heavenly hon
or!" 60 

2.2.2 Moderation 
The Baha'i Writings encourage detachment from "this 

world and the vanities thereof," 61 since "attachment" 62 

distracts the individual from awareness of God. This does 
not, however, constitute a form of asceticism or imply a re
jection of life's pleasures. Baha'u'llah explains: 

"Should a man wish to adorn himself with the ornaments 
of the earth, to wear its apparels, or partake of the benefits 
it can bestow, no harm can befall him, if he alloweth 
nothing whatever to intervene between him and God, for 
God hath ordained every good thing, whether created in the 
heavens or in the earth, for such of His servants as truly 
believe in Him. Eat ye, 0 people, of the good things which 
God hath allowed you, and deprive not yourselves from His 
wondrous bounties. Render thanks and praise unto Him, 
and be of them that are truly thankful." 63 

The standard is moderation: 
"In all matters moderation is desirable. If a thing is car

ried to excess, it will prove a source of evil. ... " 64 

2.2.3 Kindness to animals 
Baha'u'llah calls for man to "show kindness to ani

mals" 65 and He warns against "hunting to excess." 66 'Ab
du'l-Baha writes: 

"Briefly, it is not only their fellow human beings that the 



beloved of God must treat with mercy and compassion, 
rather must they show forth the utmost loving-kindness to 
every living creature. For in all physical respects, and where 
the animal spirit is concerned, the selfsame feelings are 
shared by animal and man. Man hath not grasped this truth, 
however, and he believeth that physical sensations are con
fined to human beings, wherefore is he unjust to the ani
mals, and cruel. 

"And yet in truth, what difference is there when it com
eth to physical sensations? The feelings are one and the 
same, whether ye inflict pain on man or beast. There is no 
difference here whatever. And indeed ye do worse to harm 
an animal, for man hath a language, he can lodge a com
plaint, he can cry out and moan; if injured he can have re
course to the authorities and these will protect him from his 
aggressor. But the hapless beast is mute, able neither to ex
press its hurt nor take its case to the authorities. If a man in
flict a thousand ills upon a beast, it can neither ward him off 
with speech nor hale him into court. Therefore is it essential 
that ye show forth the utmost consideration to the animal, 
and that ye be even kinder to him than to your fellow-man. 

"Train your children from their earliest days to be infi
nitely tender and loving to animals. If an animal be sick, let 
the children try to heal it, if it be hungry, let them feed it, if 
thirsty, let them quench its thirst, if weary, let them see that 
it rests. 

"Most human beings are sinners, but the beasts are inno
cent. Surely those without sin should receive the utmost 
kindness and love-all except animals which are harmful. 
... But to blessed animals the utmost kindness must be 
shown, the more the better. Tenderness and loving-kindness 
are basic principles of God's heavenly Kingdom. Ye should 
most carefully bear this matter in mind." 67 

The Baha'i Writings also assert that the consumption of 
meat is not a prerequisite to health: 

"Regarding the eating of animal flesh and abstinence 
therefrom, ... he (man) is not in need of meat, nor is he 
obliged to eat it. Even without eating meat he would live 
with the utmost vigor and energy .... Truly, the killing of 
animals and the eating of their meat is somewhat contrary 
to pity and compassion, and if one can content oneself with 
cereals, fruit, oil and nuts, such as pistachios, almonds and 
so on, it would undoubtedly be better and more pleas
ing." 68 

2.2.4 Development of nature 
In the Baha'i view, physical creation is dynamic and 

evolving from "one degree of perfection to another." 69 It 
is, however, "incomplete," 70 since it lacks "intelligence 
and education." 71 It stands in need of development by man 
in order to create not only a higher degree of order and 
beauty, which are standards upheld in the Baha'i teachings, 
but also to increase its fertility and productivity. In relation 
to the creation of order and beauty in the realm of nature 
'Abdu'l-Baha writes: 

"Nature is the material world. When we look upon it, we 
see that it is dark and imperfect. For instance, if we allow a 
piece of land to remain in its natural condition, we will find 
it covered with thorns and thistles; useless weeds and wild 
vegetation will flourish upon it, and it will become like a 
jungle. The trees will be fruitless, lacking beauty and sym-

metry .... " 72 

"And if, as thou passest by fields and plantations, thou 
observest that the plants, flowers and sweet-smelling herbs 
are growing luxuriantly together, forming a pattern of 
unity, this is an evidence of the fact that that plantation and 
garden is flourishing under the care of a skillful gardener. 
But when thou seest it in a state of disorder and irregularity 
thou inferrest that it hath lacked the training of an efficient 
farmer and thus hath produced weeds and tares." 73 

'Abdu'l-Baha also mentions the contribution of cultiva
tion as a means of increasing the fertility of the earth and its 
productivity. He states: 

"If we should relegate this plot of ground to its normal 
state, allow it to return to its original condition, it would 
become a field of thorns and useless weeds, but by cultiva
tion it will become fertile soil, yielding a harvest. Deprived 
of cultivation, the mountain slopes would be jungles and 
forests without fruitful trees. The gardens bring forth fruits 
and flowers in proportion to the care and tillage bestowed 
upon them by the gardener. . . ." 74 

"A grain of wheat, when cultivated by the farmer, will 
yield a whole harvest, and a seed, through the gardener's 
care, will grow into a great tree .... " " 

While the world of nature stands in need of development, 
man's approach to such development must be tempered by 
moderation, a commitment to protecting the "heritage (00 
future generations," 76 and an awareness of the sanctity of 
nature that pervades the Writings of the Baha'i Faith. For 
example, Baha'u'llah states: 

"Blessed is the spot, and the house, and the place, and the 
city, and the heart, and the mountain, and the refuge, and 
the cave, and the valley, and the land, and the sea, and the 
island, and the meadow where mention of God hath been 
made, and His praise glorified." 77 

2.2.5 Importance of agriculture 
Baha'u'llah states that "Special regard must be paid to 

agriculture." '8 He characterizes it as an activity which is 
"conducive to the advancement of mankind and to the re
construction of the world." 79 'Abdu'l-Baha asserts that 

"The fundamental basis of the community is agricul
ture,-tillage of the soil. ... " so 

He describes agriculture as "a noble science" 81 whose 
practice is an "act of worship," 82 and He encourages both 
women and men to engage in "agricultural sciences." 83 He 
indicates that should an individual "become proficient in 
this field, he will become a means of providing for the com
fort of untold numbers of people." 84 

In relation to the economic and social development of the 
nations, the Universal House of Justice underlines the im
portance of "agriculture and the preservation of the eco
logical balance of the world." 85 

2.2.6 Use of science 
Science is described as "the governor of nature and its 

mysteries, the one agency by which man explores t!Ie insti
tutions of material creation,,:86 

" ... man through the exercise of his scientific. intellec
tual power ... can modify, change and control nature ac
cording to his own wishes and uses. Science, so to speak, is 
the breaker of the laws of nature. 
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"Consider, for example, that man according to natural 
law should dwell upon the surface of the earth. By over
coming this law and restriction, however, he sails in ships 
over the ocean, mounts to the zenith in airplanes and sinks 
to the depths of the sea in submarines. This is against the 
fiat of nature and a violation of her sovereignty and domin
ion. Nature's laws and methods, the hidden secrets and 
mysteries of the universe, human inventions and discov
eries, all our scientific acquisitions should naturally remain 
concealed and unknown, but man through his intellectual 
acumen searches them out of the plane of the invisible, 
draws them into the plane of the visible, exposes and ex
plains them. For instance, one of the mysteries of nature is 
electricity. According to nature this force, this energy, 
should remain latent and hidden. but man scientifically 
breaks through the very laws of nature. arrests it and even 
imprisons it for his use. 

"In brief, man through the possession of this ideal en
dowment of scientific investigation is the most noble pro
duct of creation, the governor of nature .... " 87 

'Abdu'l-Baha links scientific endeavor with the im
plementation of a noble goal. He states: 

"This endowment is the most praiseworthy power of 
man, for through its employment and exercise the better
ment of the human race is accomplished, the development 
of the virtues of mankind is made possible and the spirit and 
mysteries of God become manifest. ... " 88 

And He enumerates the general principle that 
" ... any agency whatever, though it be the instrument of 

mankind's greatest good, is capable of misuse. Its proper 
use or abuse depends on the varying degrees of enlighten
ment, capacity, faith, honesty, devotion and highminded
ness of the leaders of public opinion." 89 

3. PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT 
A number of issues pertinent to the protection of the en

vironment are addressed in the Writings of the Baha'i Faith. 
Several of these are set out below. 
3.1 Preservation of resources 

Shoghi Effendi links the preservation and reclamation of 
the earth's resources with both the "protection (of the) 
physical world and (the) heritage (of) future genera
tions." 90 He affirms that the work of such groups as the 
Men of the Trees and the World Forestry Charter is "essen
tially humanitarian," 91 and he applauds their "noble ob
jective" 92 of reclaiming the "desert areas (of) Africa." 93 

It is interesting to note that among the "powers and du
tics" ~ of the Universal House of Justice are "the advance
ment and betterment of the world" 9$ and "the develop
ment of countries." 96 

3.2 Control of natural resources 
The Baha'{ Writings envisage that the protection, explo

ration and exploitation of the earth's "unimaginably vast re
sources" 97 must, inevitably, in the long term, come under 
the jurisdiction of a "world federal system." 98 Such a sys
tem, based on recognition of the "unity of the human 
race," 99 will not only exercise "unchallengeable author
ity" 100 over the earth's resources, but will also ensure eco
nomic and social justice. Shoghi Effendi writes: 

"The unity of the human race, as envisaged by Baha'-
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u'llab, implies the establishment of a world commonwealth 
in which all nations, races, creeds and classes are closely and 
permanently united, and in which the autonomy of its state 
members and the personal freedom and initiative of the in
dividuals that compose them are definitely and completely 
safeguarded .... In such a world society, science and relig
ion, the two most potent forces in human life. will be recon
ciled, will cooperate, and will harmoniously develop .... 
The economic resources of the world will be organized, its 
sources of raw materials will be tapped and fully utilized, its 
markets will be coordinated and developed, and the dis
tribution of its products will be equitably regulated. 

"~ational rivalries, hatreds and intrigues will cease, and 
racial animosity and prejudice will be replaced by racial 
amity, understanding and cooperation. The causes of relig
ious strife will be permanently removed, economic barriers 
and restrictions will be completely abolished. and the in
ordinate distinction between classes will be obliterated. Des
titution on the one hand, and gross accumulation of owner
ship on the other, will disappear. The enormous energy dis
sipated and wasted on war, whether economic or political, 
will be consecrated to such ends as will extend the range of 
human inventions and technical development, to the in
crease of the productivity of mankind, to the extermination 
of disease, to the extension of scientific resear.:h. to the rais
ing of the standard of physical health, to the sharpening and 
refinement of the human brain, to the exploitation of the 
unused and unsuspected resources of the planet. to the pro
longation of human life, and to the furtherance of any other 
agency that can stimulate the intellectual, the moral, and 
spiritual life of the entire human race. 

"A world federal system, ruling the whole earth and exer
cising unchallengeable authority over its unimaginably vast 
resources, blending and embodying the ideals of both the 
East and the West, liberated from the curse of war and its 
miseries, and bent on the exploitation of all the available 
sources of energy on the surface of the planet, a system in 
which Force is made the servant of Justice, whose life is sus
tained by its universal recognition of one God and by its al
legiance to one common Revelation-such is the goal to
ward which humanity, impelled by the unifying forces of 
life, is moving." 101 

3.3. Approaches to protecting the environment 
The conservation and protection of the environment must 

be addressed on the individual and societal levels. Shoghi 
Effendi, in a letter written on his behalf, states: 

"We cannot segregate the human heart from the environ
ment outside us and say that once one of these is reformed 
everything will be improved. Man is organic with the world. 
His inner life moulds the environment and is itself also 
deeply affected by it. The one acts upon the other and every 
abiding change in the life of man is the result of these mu
tual reactions. 

"No movement in the world directs its attention upon 
both these aspects of human life and has full measures for 
their improvement, save the teachings of Baha'u'llah. And 
this is its distinctive feature. If we desire therefore the good 
of the world we should strive to spread those teachings and 
also practice them in our own life. Through them will the 
human heart be changed, and also our social environment 



provides the atmosphere in which we can grow spiritually 
and reflect in full the light of God shining through the rev
elation of Baha'u'llah." 102 

And, with regard to the solution of the world's problems, 
he indicates that: 

"We need a change of heart, a reframing of all our con
ceptions and a new orientation of our activities. The inward 
life of man as well as his outward environment have to be 
reshaped if human salvation is to be secured." 103 

On a governmental level, the Universal House of Justice 
calls for "global cooperation of the family of nations in de
vising and adopting measures designed to preserve the eco
logical balance this earth was given by its Creator." 104 The 
House of Justice asserts: 

"Until such time as the nations of the world understand 
and follow the admonitions of Baha'u'llah to whole-heart
edly work together in looking after the best interests of all 
humankind, and unite in the search for ways and means to 
meet the many environmental problems besetting our 
planet, the House of Justice feels that little progress will be 
made toward their solution .... " 10' 

The Universal House of Justice sets out the role of the in
dividual BaM'i and of BaM'i communities in relation to 
saving "the wildlife and natural condition of the world" 106 

as follows: 

" ... the best way in which you can help save the wildlife 
and natural condition of the world is to exert every effort to 
bring the Message of Baha'u'llah to the attention of your 
fellow-men and to win their allegiance to His Cause. 

"As the hearts of men are changed, and they begin to 
work in unity in the light of Baha'u'llah's teachings, they 
can begin to implement many practical improvements to the 
condition of the world. This is already beginning in the ef
forts at social and economic development in those areas 
where large Baha'i communities have been founded. Of 
course, you can also assist those with whom you come into 
contact who have an interest in improving the environment, 
but the fundamental solution is the one that BaM'u'Uah has 
brought. " 107 

In addition to addressing the issue on a fundamental spir
itual level, coUaboration with individuals and groups in
terested in improving the environment is encouraged. The 
Baha'i communities are called upon to make the conserva
tion of the environment an integral part of their ongoing ac
tivities by 

" ... assisting in endeavors to conserve the environment 
in ways which blend with the rhythm of life of our commu
nity." 108 

4. PROSPECT FOR THE FUTt:RE 
'Abdu'l-Baha sketches the following picture of the future 

state of life on earth: 
"The Lord of all mankind hath fashioned this human 

realm to be a Garden of Eden, an earthly paradise. If, as it 
must, it findeth the way to harmony and peace, to love and 
mutual trust, it will become a true abode of bliss, a place of 
manifold blessings and unending delights. Therein shall be 
revealed the excellence of humankind, therein shall the rays 
of the Sun of Truth shine forth on every hand." 109 
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-...... ----------------------~--------
United States 

Hurricane Hugo: the aftermath 

On September 22, /989, Hurricane 
Hugo struck the southeastern United 
States, wreaking its heaviest damage 
along the eastern coast of South Caro
lina. On September 28 Bahci'is from 
Columbus County, North Carolina, 
and members of the state's Central 
District Teaching Committee loaded a 
van with supplies and drove to the hur
ricane disaster area in South Carolina 
to help. "We had no idea what we 
would encounter, " they reported, "so 
we prepared for almost anything. We 
carried tools, hammers, nails and a 
ladder. We also took clothing, shoes 
and socks, pillows and blankets, bread 
and milk, ice, canned juices, eggs, bot
tled water, baby supplies and personal 
hygiene products. We met and gave 
supplies to a number of homeless peo
ple. They were very much surprised 
when we gave them ice for free since 
others had been buying bags of ice for 
79 cents and going there trying to resell 
it to them for $3 a bag. On Friday. 
september 29, we were asked If we 

would mind taking another load (of 
supplies) on behalf of Hal/sboro Ele
mentary School, and we were askedfor 
documentation on where their supplies 
went and who they helped. " Following 
is an account of that second visit to 
South Carolina. 

• 
Dear students, faculty, families and 
friends of Hallsboro Elementary 
School: 

We thought you would like to know 
where the food you collected went and 
how it helped. 

We carried it personally by van to 
the disaster areas hit first. One of these 
areas hardest hit by Hurricane Hugo 
was a place named Awendaw and a 
mobile home park named Copahee 
View which is 30 miles this side of 
Charleston. 

The center of the hurricane, called 
the eye, is relatively calm while the rag
ing winds circle around it, first in one 
direction, then another. While the 
calmer eye was over Charleston, other 

areas along with Awendaw and the 
trailer park got only the rampaging 
winds. 

Hurricane Hugo first hit an island 
named the Isle of Palms, then struck 
land along the coastline and devastated 
Copahee View. Out of 100 trailers 
there, only three remained standing 
and even resembled trailers. The rest 
were torn in pieces. Everyone's fur
niture, clothing, cars, everything was 
scrambled together for miles. 

Our first stop was to offer help to a 
young woman standing by a pile of 
debris that used to be her home and 
holding a baby girl while her husband 
sifted through wood, metal and mud to 
find a few pots, pans or unbroken dish
es. She said she needed baby bottles, so 
we gave her some and moved on, past 
more piles of house parts, broken fur
niture and broken trees. 

To let everyone know we had sup
plies, we had signs on the sides and 
back of the van that read "Hurricane 
Supply Van from Hallsboro and White
ville, North Carolina, Your Border 
Friends. " 

We had two families stop us needing 
candles, matches, flashlights, batteries 
and men's socks. One man said Hugo 
took his workplace as well as his house 
so he doesn't even have a job to go to 
anymore, but he had been helping clear 
streets so the people could get in and 
out of homes to see if they could find 
any of their belongings. He said he had 
worn the same socks for three or four 
days. We've never seen anyone so hap
py to see clean socks! He said he would 
even wear women's or mismatched 
ones, he didn't care as long as he could 
;hange. 

We had two men ask for shoes. We 
just happened to have two pair of 
men's tennis shoes that someone sent 
and they turned out to be the exact 
sizes that were needed. 
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On the way there, we had seen such 
sights as a large boat in the middle of a 
highway, and -miles of trees snapped 
like match sticks. Now we were seeing 
such things as a pick-up truck thrown 
inside a trailer, a trailer upside down so 
the wheels appeared to be on top, and 
refrigerators, sinks, bath tubs and 
other objects sitting in strange places. 
We saw many foundations where 
houses used to be. We rounded a curve 
near the water and saw what once was 
a two-story house with the whole lower 
level gone. The upper part remained, 
balanced on the framework like some
one standing on stilts, only the floor 
was missing so all the furniture had 
fallen downstairs and was blown away. 
The man who lived there said he had a 
pool table and a piano but couldn't 
fmd them anywhere. We're sure they 
are in many pieces, wherever they are. 
We gave him ice for their cooler, juice 
and cereal, canned foods that don't re
quire heating, plus cookies, crackers 
and a flashlight. 

At our next stop we saw two families 
who had lived next door to one another 
in trailers. They were standing in from 
of what appeared to be a partially dam
aged house. One said, "I lived here and 
had a house trailer here, but Hugo 
took it away and put a house here. I 
don't know whose house this is." They 
needed pillows, blankets, milk and 
water, for which they thanked us 
wholeheartedly and asked that we tell 
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everyone else thank you, too. 
We saw a woman digging a blanket 

out from under some debris and asked 
if she needed anything. She said, "1'\0, 
we're fine. We're alive and we're 
fine!" She had no house, yet she said 
she was fine. "This makes you know 
you shouldn't put your trust in ma
terial things, because they don't last. " 
she said as we continued our mission. 
We were amazed by her ability to cope 
with the situation. One thing we no
ticed about all of these people we we;-e 
helping was that they were very caring 
and concerned about each other, un
mindful of race, etc., and they always 
told us about someone else who needed 
help, in the next yard or on the next 
street, so no one would be left out. 

We talked to a young couple who 
couldn't find their cat when they were 
leaving to stay somewhere during the 
storm. On their return, they found 
their home gone but their cat had man
aged somehow to survive. We'll neve;
know how he survived along with 
many other animals we saw. A tiny cat 
was sitting on top of a dresser, with no 
drawers in it, in the middle of a street. 
and he was so hungry that he began 
crying loudly when he saw us, so we 
gave him part of a sandwich. The dogs 
we saw had no hair left on them, either 
from the extremely hard winds or the 
rushing mud, water, bushes and debris, 
or perhaps from a combination of it 
all. The animal shelter truck brought 

food for the pets who were wandering 
around. They fed them and left big 
bags of food for them. We even saw a 
pig and a goose eagerly eating dog 
food. 

A family with children were seated 
around an old table outside, about to 
eat their meager dinner, when we stop
ped and asked if they needed anything. 
They took ice, flashlights, batteries 
and juice for the children. Their trailer 
was one of the three still there but it 
had no doors, and part of the roof was 
gone. One of us saw the porch out by 
the road and asked, "Is this your 
porch?" "Yes," the mother replied, 
"and we have two other porches in our 
back yard!" We remarked that the 
trailer was still standing, and she said, 
"Yes, it looks good from the outside 
but you should see the inside." Climb
ing on a kitchen chair to look inside, 
we were shocked to see what used to be 
a large console color TV set sitting in 
mud and debris in the middle of the liv
ing room. A telephone that looked like 
someone had dug it out of a boggy 
swamp was sitting on an end table 
covered with mud. Clothing was pasted 
to the floor with mud, and it all smell
ed like sewage. Now this family is liv
ing in their yard in a tiny camper. 

Keep in mind that there is no power 
or water in this subdivision, yet the 
people there are optimistic and say 
things like, "The worst is over now!" 

Some have even kept their sense of 



humor through it all. We saw a sign in 
one yard that said "Landscaping by 
Hugo," and another that said "Hugo 
can break our house but not our 
spirit-we'll be back!" 

The mood. however. ranged from 
optimism to despair; one man could 
only sit and stare at what used to be his 
home and everything he had worked 
for all his life. Another woman said she 
was finding some of her things in a 
three-block radius. A brick house had 
been taken off its foundation and no 
one had seen a trace of it since. Some 
;pecula:~d :h:lt :: ::ad beer~ :hr·)wr' \n~o 
the ocean, never ~o be seen again. 

Some displaced people are staying 
with friends or relatives, but there are 
some who have nowhere to go. These 
are the ones your supplies have helped. 

We found four more such families 
close to curfew time. An elderly cou
ple. a family with one daughter, an
other with three iittie girls and one with 
teen-age children. We divided the re
maining food. batteries. flashlights, 
candles, water and ice among these 
people. We gave nails to a man making 
repairs. We said goodbye, wished them 
well. and began our journey home. 
During the drive we had mixed feel
ings. It made us realize how fortunate 
we are to have a !"lome to come back to. 

We thank God we were spared, but 
most of ail, we thank God for people 
like you who arise to help others since 
it could have been us. 

Baha'is in Virgin Islands help in recovery efforts 
With no electricity, no telephone service, no public water supply, and 

with their houses and belongings scattered, for the most pan, in disarray, 
the Baha'is of St. Croix, Virgin Islands, arose to make every attempt to 
meet the needs of the people there in the wake of Hurricane Hugo, which 
struck with tremendous force last September 16-17 leaving devastation and 
death behind it. 

As doors and windows were being boarded up for the approach of the 
giant storm, the National Spiritual Assembly contacted the Baha'is of the 
islands with instructions to gather for prayers. and assured them of the 
prayers being said in their behalf at the World Centre. \Vl1.en Hugo struck, 
.:arrying winds of more than 140 miles an hour and in some places more 
than 200, radio and television stations went off the air. lea'ling radio WSTA 
.lS the only ;:ommunica~ion link lor ;he islands. D'..;rin5 t;1~ n~xt [Ii:) weeks, 
WSTA served as :he message .::enter and source of news trom ,he outside 
world. Throughout this time regularly scheduled Baha'i spot.s were being 
oroadcast by the station. 

A few days later, National Spiritual Assembly members from St. Thomas 
and St. John met to consult on ways of giving practical help and spiritual 
guidance to the friends. Loc:1] Assemblies were asked to meet and make 
plans to help those needing assistance in their communities. 

The storm pas~ed directly over St. Croix; 90 percent of the houses there 
were lost as well as all electrical power and phone 'iervice. Several Baha'i 
families lost their ho;.;es. acc ["NO ;05: everything. T:le :-i'3.:ional Spir:cJ.ili 
Assembly sent boxes of food and supplies, some of which came from the 
friends in nearby Puerto Rico and the United States. Ar ieast 15 of the Ba
ha'is on St. Croix gathered for the Feast of Mashiyyat ~o give thanks, fOf 

not even one injury was reported in the Baha'i community. 
The Baha'is have been busy in the recovery effort, helping not o~ly one 

another but also taking part in the rebuilding work of the community at 
large. Some are involved as professionals, while others have volumeered to 
distribute food, help put up temporary roofing for the elderly lnd infirm. 
and even manage a shelter. The Baha'i Center in Frederiksted was made 
a vailable to a homeless famiiy. and the Spiritual Assembly of Kingshill has 
been meeting regularly to keep abreast of the situation and to offer help 
wherever it is needed. 
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The world 

Ecuador's Radio Baha'i a busy host 

Ecuador's Radio Bahll.'! hosted two 
national events and covered an interna
tional seminar last summer. 

After two months of anticipation 
and six regional preliminary festivals, 
Radio BaM'i held its sixth annual 
Music Festival last August in Otavalo. 

People came from each of the coun
try's six regions, and the more than 
5,000 participants overflowed the coli
seum, spilling out into the streets. 

During the festival, the radio station 
launched its new recording which in
troduces the peace statement. 

Three winners were chosen from 

Botswana 

In Botswana, classes at the Tutume In
ternational Study Conference were 
temporarily interrupted by this wild 
zebra who learned that the conference 
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among the 25 entrants in the festival. 
Each was given a trophy imprinted 
with the insignia 0: Radio Baha'l Ecua
dor: gold for first place, silver for sec
ond, bronze for third. 

In July, the Ecuadorian Association 
of Radio Broadcasting, with Radio Ba
ha'i the host, held its 16th regular 
General Assembly at Ibarra. More 
than ISO Ecuadorian radio broadcast
ing groups were represented at the 
event, which proved to be a good op
portunity to introduce Radio Baha'J 
and to present copies of the peace 
statement to many interested persons. 

site is not only a safe place to visit but 
also offers food scraps from the kit
chen. 

Also in July, Radio BaM'i covered 
the 13th Latin American Social Work 
Seminar in Quito, during which station 
personnel were pleased to hear Father 
Juan Vives Suria, president of the Hu
man Rights Commission for Latin 
America, mention the Baha'i teachings 
and quote from the peace statement, 
which he had received in Venezuela. 

Bangladesh 
As a result of the Quddus Teaching 

Project in Bangladesh, more than 
6,000 people entered the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah between November 1988 
and September 1989. 

In September another 1,500 people 
accepted the Faith, raising to 7,500 the 
total number of new believers in Ban
gladesh. 

Among the highlights of the Quddus 
campaign was the enrollment of mem
bers of the Monda and Arakan tribes. 
More than 200 of the Monda people 
were enrolled, forming two local Spir
itual Assemblies. The total number of 
Assemblies in the region has more than 
doubled, from 100 to 211. 

During tbe mass teaching campaign 
four villages learned about the Cause 
of God, and in each of them the ma
jority of the population is now Baha'i. 

Throughout the region women are 
arising to teach along with the men, 
and whole families are becoming Ba
ha'is together. 

Uganda 
The Baha'i Club at Makerere Uni

versity in Kampala, Uganda, has re
ceived official recognition from the 
university. The club has about 37 mem
bers including Baha'is and non-Ba
ha'is. 



so 

Trinidad/Tobago 
The first Baha'i-sponsored Chinese 

Cultural Exhibit in Trinidad and T 0-

bago was held last August 16 at the 
Progressive Educational Institute in 
Port of Spain. 

The principal of the institute, Ham
ilton Holder, a former mayor of Port 
of Spain and former member of the 
Senate of Trinidad and Tobago, is now 
a member of the Baha'i community of 
Port of Spain. 

The exhibit was planned by the Ba
ha'is in collaboration with the embassy 
of the Peoples Republic of China. Fea
tured were 20 16-by-20-inch color 
photographs from the embassy's li
brary, showing many aspects of life in 
China, as well as several pieces of 
Chinese ceramics and five examples of 
Chinese embroidery. 

A Chinese "tea" was held at which 
genuine Chinese tea was served, a cas
sette tape of Chinese music was played, 
and a speaker offered insights into Chi
nese culture as well as Chinese life in 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

Panama 
Personnel at Radio Baha'i's trans

mitter link in Boca de Soloy, Panama, 
took part recently in a bi-lingual (Span
ish-Guaymi) education and literacy 

\ I vd 

Veronica is one of 
24 Guaymi Indians who recently spent 
three weeks taking a bi-Iingual (Span
ish/Guaymi) literacy training course at 
the Guaymi Cultural Center in So loy, 

Solomon Islands 

Gertrude Blum receives a medal sym
bolizing her membership in the Most 
Excellent Order of the British Empire 
(MBE), awarded to her by Queen Eliz
abeth for her 'long and dedicated ser
vices to the community and church in 
the Bahd'l' Faith.' Mrs. Blum and her 

seminar held at the Guaymi Cultural 
Centre in Soloy. 

Staff members also played an active 
role in a teaching campaign in the 

ost 
hd'(s who have volunteered 
others the literacy skills 
during the course. 

late husband, Alvin, are Knights of 
Bahd 'u 'Udh for the Solomon Islands, 
to which they pioneered during the Ten 
Year Crusade (1953-63). Pinning the 
medal on Mrs. Blum is Sir George Lep
ping, Governor-General of the Solo
mon Islands. 

Guavmi area of Tole, and helped with 
the ~lection of local Spiritual Assem
blies in the area. 

• 
The director of education for Pana

ma'~ Chiriqui Province recently asked 
help from Radio Baha'i in broadcast
ing "Book-a-Thon '89," a three-hour 
presentation of folk music with no 
commercial interruptions. The Baha'is 
agreed to do so, and the program was 
quite successful. 

The director later sent a certificate of 
appreciation to the station . 

• 
Radio Baha'i in Boca del Monte, Pa

nama, recently received visitors from 
the Professional and Technical Insti
tute of Eastern Chiriqui Province. 
Three professors and 15 students from 
the electronics department of. the Insti
tute visited the station for some prac
tical reinforcement of their course lec
tures by viewing the studio's technical 
equipment and how it is used. 

During the visit the students asked 
many questions about the Faith and 
were given Baha'i literature. 
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Australia 
Baha'i communities throughout 

Australia took part last June 18-24 in 
National Refugee Week, sponsored by 
the Refugee Council of Australia and 
Austcare. 

The Baha'is became involved as a re
sult of a letter from the National Spir
itual Assembly to local communities 

Pakistan 

.'-';:" - ~ 
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.:... ... ---.,.~-

Sardar Muhammad Akbar Khan Bug
ti, Chief Minister of the Province of 
Baluchistan, Pakistan, speaks at the 

Eleven schools in Baluchistan Prov
ince, Pakistan, took part last August 
26-31 in a "Student Week" program 
sponsored by the Baha'i community of 
Quetta. 

Each day a different competition 
was held for students, beginning with a 
speech competition on the topic "The 
Elimination of Prejudice," in which 
Miss Nelofar Roshani, a Baha'i, won 
first prize. 

Other competitions included a na
tional songs contest, a quiz, a game 
called "Bait Bazi," and a drama com
petition. On the final day, a prize dis
tribution ceremony was held. Riaz Ah
mad Shirazi, secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Pakistan, pre
sided, with a guest appearance by Na
wab Akbar Khan Bugti, Chief Minister 
of Baluchistan. 

Nearly 250 non-Baha'is attended the 
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suggesting a wide range of projects the 
friends might initiate to help support 
the event. 

The active role taken on by the Ba
ha'i community in support of Refugee 
Week resulted in mention of the Faith 
in 30 newspaper articles, 20 radio inter
views and 10 television programs. 

prize distribution ceremony during the 
Bahd'{-sponsored 'Student Week' last 
August 26-31. 

program, at which peace statements in 
the Tajali and Traque languages were 
given out. 

• 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

Pakistan recently presented a copy of 
the Universal House of Justice's peace 
statement, "The Promise of World 
Peace," to Pakistani Prime Minister 
Muhtarama Benazir Bhutto. 

The presentation was made during a 
ceremony in which the Prime Minister 
received an honorary Doctor of Sci
ence degree from the Zoroastrian com
munity in Karachi. 

More than 3,000 people attended the 
ceremony including the Chief Minister 
of Sind, the Chief Justice of Pakistan, 
federal and provincial ministers, mem
bers of Parliament and many other 
prominent figures. 

Activities included: 
• A special service at the Baha'i 

House of Worship in Sydney at which 
representatives of the Department of 
Immigration, Local Government and 
Ethnic Affairs; UNICEF; the National 
Refugee Council; Austcare; the Aus
tralian Council of Churches, other 
non-governmental organizations and 
academics were present. 

• A public meeting in Cairns attend
ed by 80 people including about 40 
non-Baha'is. 

• A dinner in Canberra attended by 
180 including 80 non-Baha'is, among 
whom were representatives of local 
organizations and government of
ficials. 

• A seminar in Glenorchy which 
drew 120 people including speakers 
from the Department of Immigration, 
Local Government and Ethnic Affairs. 
The event received excellent media 
coverage. 

• A "Persian evening" in Harvey 
whose special guests included members 
of Parliament, the President of the 
Shire, and representatives of Burnby 
Council. 

• A public meeting in Perth that 
drew many non-Baha'is. Media cover
age included lengthy articles in three 
newspapers and interviews on ABC 
National Radio. 

Uruguay 
About 300 people from 12 countries 

took part in a Baha'i International 
Women's Conference last October 6-8 
in Montevideo, Uruguay. Among 
those attending were four members of 
the Continental Board of Counsellors. 

The night before the conference 
opened, the "Peace Department" of 
the National Spiritual Assembly ex
pressed its appreciation for support of 
the International Year of Peace by 
holding a banquet for 58 dignitaries 
and members of the press, among 
whom were a state senator, the director 
of the state television station, and the 
sub-director of two popular newspa
pers. 

Messages of support for the confer
ence and its goals were received from 
various government officials, Baha'i 
institutions, and women's associations 
from other countries. The gathering 
was covered extensively by the media. 



Brazil 
More than 1,500 people became Ba

ha'is last summer in the state of Bahia, 
Brazil, as a result of a teaching cam
paign which began in January. 

The campaign was launched after al
most a year of efforts to establish a 
unity of vision among the Baha'is of 
Bahia. As a result of consultation, 
teaching efforts were directed mainly 
toward women, youth and children. 

Weekly deepening sessions are being 
held for women and youth while 
classes for children have also been 
established. 

In August, the Baha'is held a music 
festival in an area of Salvador City 
called Pau da Lima. About 600 people 
came to hear 11 musical presentations 
all based on the theme "Mankind Is 
One." 

• 
A permanent teaching team has been 

active in Canoas, a small town near 
Porto Alegre in the State of Rio 
Grande do Sul, Brazil. 

Concentrating its efforts on students 
and professors, the team has reached 
them through free showings of a 20-
minute slide program, "From War to 
Peace." Following each showing an in
troduction to the Faith is given, fol
lowed by a discussion. To date, more 
than 1,000 people have attended the 
programs. 

A second group of Baha'is in Ca
noas has begun to offer services in-

Belgium 
The Baha'i community of Belgium 

held a "Peace and Development Con
ference" April 25 at the Brussels Free 
University. 

Among the 120 people attending 
were representatives of non-govern
mental organizations in Belgium which 
had been chosen by the United Nations 
as "Peace Messengers" for 1987-88. 

The Belgian Baha'i community was 
one of the organizations so honored by 
the UN, and the purpose of the con-

United Kingdom 
Steady progress is reported in the 

teaching work in Liverpool, England, 
with enrollments at 19 since the incep
tion of a campaign in which weekly 
firesides are being attended regularly 
by 30-40 seekers. 

cluding free English classes, a basic 
health course, prayer meetings, a cor
respondence course, and firesides. The 
local newspaper has carried several ar
ticles about the Baha'is and their ser
vices to the city, while local radio has 
broadcast a IS-minute interview with a 
member of the Baha'i community. 

Last June, two Baha'is met with the 
mayor of Canoas to present him with a 
copy of the peace statement. The 
friends have also contacted the vice
mayor, the chief medical omcer, the 
secretaries of Human Rights, Treasury 
and Education, and other leaders of 
thought in Canoas, all of whom have 
received them warmly. 

Canoas recently elected its local 
Spiritual Assembly and is now a 20-
member community. 

• 
During a hearing at the Foreign Af

fairs Commission of the Federal 
Chamber in Brazil, the commission ap
proved a request from the Baha'is to 
express its concern at the United Na
tions for the plight of Baha'is in Iran. 
It marked the National Spiritual As
sembly's first offIcial contact with the 
highest legislative body in Brazil. 

• 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

Brazil has announced the purchase of a 
boat for teaching work in the Amazon. 

A family has offered to serve on the 

ference was to promote cooperation 
among the various NGOs. 

Panel discussions were held on a 
range of topics related to peace, such 
as education, and the representatives 
discussed ways in which their groups 
could work together on projects 
around the world, and agreed that 
more such conferences are needed to 
promote efforts for peace and develop
ment. 

• 
The Spiritual Assembly of Char

leroi, Belgium, has organized a project 
to help deprived families repair their 
homes. 

Youth who are involved in the pro
ject are also volunteering at a local 
restaurant which serves meals free of 
charge to the underprivileged. 

boat for a year in the area of Itacoa
tiara, where much teaching and more 
than 1 SO enrollments have taken place 
since the beginning of 1989. 

The boat has been named "Green 
Light II" after the first Green Light 
Expedition led by the Hand of the 
Cause of God Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih 
Khanum. 

As of September, preparations for 
the teaching project were under way. 

Mauritius 

Roddy Dharma Lutchmaya, a member 
of the Continental Board of Counsel
lors for Africa, died last September 24 
in Mauritius. Mr. Lutchmaya was ap
pointed to the Board of Counsellors on 
November 26, 1985. In response to this 
unexpected loss, the Universal House 
of Justice cabled the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Mauritius: 'Deeply griev
ed sudden untimely death devoted pro
moter Faith Roddy Lutchmaya. His in
cessant efforts teaching field Mauritius 
from early years establishment Faith 
that island, his long record administra
ive services on National Spiritual As
sembly, culminating in his membership 
on the Board of Counsellors in Africa, 
will always be lovingly remembered. 
His reward Abhd Kingdom undoubted
ly bountiful. May rising generation Ba
hd'fs islandS Indian Ocean follow his 
noble footsteps. ' 
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EI Salvador 

Amid the chaos, a celebration 

This report of recent events in El Sal
vador was written by A uxiliary Board 
member Quentin Farrand. 

• 
What a weekend! At the same time 

the Baha'i community of El Salvador 
was set to celebrate the anniversary of 
the Birth of Baha'u'llah and the 50th 
anniversary of the Faith in El Salvador 
with the presence of the earliest pioneer 
to that country, John Eichenauer, sev
eral thousand armed guerrillas made a 
surprise attack on the capital city, San 
Salvador. Would the labors and plans 
of weeks and even months be laid to 
waste? Would all the publicity come to 
naught? 

The Salvadoran National Spiritual 
Assembly had been coordinating since 
mid-August the carefully made plans 
for this double commemoration, and 
had invited some of the most outstand
ing past pioneers to attend. Of these, 
only John Eichenauer, from Phoenix, 
Arizona, was able to come. As a 17-
year-old student in 1939., he introduced 
the Faith to El Salvador. (He was join
ed later by Clarence Iverson, a musi
cian and employee for several years at 
the U.S. Embassy in El Salvador, who 
is deceased.) 

The principal celebration was to take 
place Sunday, November 12, at the In
stituto Baha'i Jamaliyyih, a deepening 
school and farming property about 35 
kilometers (22 miles) west of the cap
ital. 

Publicity was excellent; three daily 
newspapers ran press releases, and the 
Sunday editions of two of them had 
full-page paid ads consisting of ap
propriate verses from the Pen of 
Baha'u'llah for the orientation of the 
unity-starved, peace-hungry people of 
El Salvador. These editions came out 
Saturday noon, before the shooting be
gan, and were in hundreds of thous
ands of homes during the weekend. 

The most important interview 
program, 'Punto de Vista,' gave 
us two full hours to expound on 
the Baha'i approach to peace, 
with generally helpful and 
friendly q-uestions from the 
moderator, Dr. Gonzalez Sib
nan, and the audience. 

Television coverage was unprece
dented. The TV Committee was able to 
secure important exposure in the pre
ceding weeks in addition to our regular 
Saturday night Baha'i program. The 
most important interview program, 
"Punto de Vista," gave us two full 
hours to expound on the Baha'i ap
proach to peace, with generally helpful 
and friendly questions from the mod
erator, Dr. Gonzalez Sibrian, and the 
audience. Four panelists, Ana Hilda de 
Lemus, Mario Lemus, Martha Farrand 
de Zeled6n (visiting from Costa Rica) 
and Quentin Farrand were able to fo
cus on themes from "The Promise of 
World Peace" including Baha'i prin
ciples relating to the condition of the 
world, the Baha'i concept of human 
reality, peace and youth, consultation, 
and our vision of the future and of the 
stages of world unity and peace. Al
though the moderator tried at several 
points to have the panelists comment 
on the crisis in Central America, they 
were able to avoid doing this, stressing 
instead the global nature of the crisis 
and its solutions, as well as the changes 
that man must make within himself 
and in his relationship to humankind 
as a whole. 

This live program was on Thursday, 
October 5. In two hours a fair and bal
anced presentation of the Faith and its 
teachings on peace was made to a large 

and well-educated audience, and many 
positive comments were heard during 
the following week. During a second 
showing, the following Sunday even
ing, Dr. Gonzalez Sibrian phoned one 
of the panelists to say that it was one of 
the most significant programs he had 
ever produced and to ask whether the 
Baha'is, although removed from the 
political contention, could possibly 
teach the adversaries in El Salvador the 
spirit and methods of Baha'i consulta
tion. 

A few days before the planned cele
bration in November, Pedro Rivas and 
Quentin Farrand were interviewed on a 
popular morning TV show, "Entrevis
ta del Dia," for about 20 minutes. 
Questions were about the Faith in gen
eral and the commemoration in partic
ular. This, too, came out well before a 
large audience and was repeated in the 
evening in prime time. The Baha'IS 
were able to show to the cameras a 
copy of the peace message and a large 
color photograph of the World Centre. 

Meanwhile, our regular Saturday 
night Baha'i TV program, "Rumbo al 
Futuro" (The Way to the Fl,lture), had 
been filmed on Thursday, November 9, 
and was to be shown on Saturday-the 
eve of the commemoration. In this 
show, four of the surviving members 
of the first National Spiritual As
sembly of El Salvador, elected in 1961, 
were interviewed. The four were Jose 
Maria Padilla, Gabriel Torres (now an 
Auxiliary Board member), Jeanne de 
Farrand and Quentin Farrand. (Rafael 
Garcia, the other member of that first 
National Assembly who is still living, 
was away on a teaching trip). Also in
terviewed was Amanda Mena, the ear
liest surviving Salvadoran believer. The 
program presented an impressive re
view of the Faith, its present world ex
tension, history, and World Centre. 
The program came on after the siege 
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John Eichenauer (holding the GreatesT 
Name), the first pioneer to EI Salva
dor, returned last November to help 

had begun, and almost everyone was 
glued to their sets seeking information 
and instructions from the government
sponsored national emergency radio 
and TV network, so it must have had 
quite a large audience. 

On Friday, November 10, the Ba
ha'is secured an appointment to pre
sent a copy of the peace statement to EI 
Salvador's new President, Alfredo 
Cristiani. The Minister- to the Presi
dency, Martinez Varela, the highest 
cabinet officer in the country, was des
ignated to receive the statement on 
behalf of the president. He was es
pecially warm and cordial, extending 
the visit longer than planned, and was 
pleased to receive his own copy of the 
statement as well. He mentioned that 
he had a good impression of the Ba
ha'is from a previous encounter with 
them. 

John Eichenauer arrived on Novem
ber 10 and was taken to several press 
interviews. He has kept his Spanish 
well-honed in Arizona, and is articu
late and dynamic, so his talks and in
terviews were quite effective. Amid the 
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that country's Baha'i community cele
brate its 50th anniversary. Also pic
tured are A uxiliary Board members 

feverish preparations Friday night and 
Saturday, another planned activity was 
under way Saturday evening: a fund
raising dinner and program dedicated 
to the Arc on Mount Carmel and held 
at the home of Baha'is in the neighbor
ing city of Santa Tecla. In spite of the 
general disorder and gunfire, many 
went and saw the video on the Are, 
now well-dubbed in Spanish by Tracy 
Dreyer and Sara de Shahidinejad. The 
friends also saw the Baha'i TV pro
gram, heard informal talks by the guest 
of honor, John Eichenauer, and the 
national Treasurer, Parviz Shahidine
jad, and raised more than $1,300 for 
the Arc through the sale of many 
donated articles. 

As the evening went on it became 
evident that the friends from the cap
ital could not return, so lodging was 
improvised in Santa Tecla. The next 
morning there was a prayer-breakfast 
at the home of Gabriel and Jaleh de 
Torres, and all the stranded friends 
met there with the Baha'is from Santa 
Tecla. We had no way of knowing how 
safe traveling to the Institute would be, 

'sn 

Quentin Farrand (back row second 
from right) and Gabriel Torres (front 
row second from left). 

so we waited as John again spoke of his 
memories of EI Salvador, Honduras, 
Guatemala, and of such early pioneers 
as Louise Caswell, Cora Oliver, Ar
temus Lamb, Mathew Kaszab and 
others. He also told of his pilgrimage 
in 1956 and his impressions of Shoghi 
Effendi. At this point the resident 
"mother" of the Institute, Mahbubeh 
Shahidi, arrived by bus to say that 
there were already more than 100 
friends at the Institute and that the 
highway was relatively safe. We said 
prayers before setting out in a caravan. 

The program at the Institute was in
spiring. Although planned for a larger 
number, more than 200 did attend in
cluding a bus load of 35 from Oriente 
and another bus carrying 80 from Son
sonate. As many of the friends in El 
Salvador who had worked so hard to 
prepare the program could not leave 
their homes, we had to proceed with a 
revised agenda. The beauty of the 
grounds, the decorations, the spirit and 
unity of the friends made the violence 
seem very far away, and the spirit of 
the Faith very strong. 



After prayers, Gabriel Torres intro
duced John Eichenauer who mention
ed that (the Hand of the Cause of God) 
Amelia Collins had once told him that 
on a trip in 1920 her ship had stopped 
in La Libertad, the old port of San Sal
vador, and that she and her husband 
had gone to the capital city where she 
walked the streets repeating the Great
est Name. We don't know if she was 
able to interest anyone there in the 
teachings, but the story helped John 
decide to come here as a pioneer. He 
came as a student living on a $50-a
month allowance donated by Margery 
McCormick. Having enrolled in the 
Garda Flamenco School, he taught the 
Faith to anyone who would listen, get
ting newspaper coverage and writing 
letters to the editor about this new 
religion. Many of us have since come 
across dozens of people who say, "Oh 
yes, I have a Baha'i book at home 
given to me by a young man many 
years ago." On hearing John's name, 
they say, "Yes, he's the one who gave 
me the book." 

John couldn't stay more than two 
years, as World War II began and he 
was obligated to begin military service. 
Clarence Iverson did stay for about 
four years. One of John's classmates, 
Dr. Salvador Chevez, was able to at
tend the commemoration. and their re
union was an especially happy one. Dr. 
Chevez spoke warmly of his friendship 
with John, and recounted a spiritual 
odyssey that has brought him close to 
the Faith (his son is an active believer). 

Quentin Farrand then told of the 
trials and triumphs of the work in El 
Salvador since the Farrands came to 
pioneer with Artemus Lamb in Santa 
Ana in 1956. Appreciations were made 
for the devoted work of Mr. Lamb, 
Marjorie Stee (de Waddell), Margaret 
Mills (de Leonard), Marcia Stewart (de 
Matamoros), Dee Worth (de Lamb), 
Rafael and Elsa de Garcia, J aleh de 
Torres, Gayle Woolson, Susan Leich 
(de McLaren), ~larvin and Jan Dreyer, 
Naomi Dreyer, Mahbubeh Shahidi and 
others among the earlier pioneers. 
Mention was also made of the earliest 
Salvadoran believer, Marco Antonio 
Martinez Sandoval, now deceased, and 
many anecdotes and facts were shared 
which show how far the Faith has come 
in this land. The program also consis
ted of music by a trio composed of Va
dieh de Quintana, Manuel Ortiz and 

Farnoush Elahian. All agreed that it 
was a special day, and the friends 
prayed and looked forward to the com
ing victories of the work in this an
guished but beloved and special coun
try. 

The decorations included a four-foot 
scale model of the threshold of the 
Shrine of BaM'u'llah and a striking 
mural of the Shrine of the Bab, both 
prepared with skill and dedication by 
four of the youth, Vafa Mobasher, Re
gina Salazar, Carlos Herrera and Re
becca de Rouhani. The work on the 
grounds, buildings and food was evi
dent and deeply appreciated by all. 

We had to return to our homes by 
the six o'clock curfew, and we believe 
everyone made it safely. It was an 
amazing day with a very special spirit. 

Comparing these wonderful activi
ties, the unprecedented television and 
press coverage and the two full pages 
of powerful and pertinent words of 
Baha'u'lhlh that couldn't help but be 
noticed by literally thousands who 
were forced to remain in their homes 

Tonga 
. I 

Last August, this team of Bahd'{s, five 
adults and one youth, traveled by boat 
to the northernmost islands of Tonga, 
namely Niuafo 'ou and Niuatoputapu. 
They remained on the islands through 

for the entire weekend, with the gun
fire and bombs heard throughout the 
city must, we feel, have made Novem
ber 12 a day with a message to remem
ber. 

The possibilities are great. In the 
Nine Year Plan (1964-73) this commu
nity began with three local Assemblies. 
The goal for that Plan was nine, and 
this seemed most difficult at the time. 
The Plan ended with 55 Assemblies; we 
now have 126, and more than 12,000 
believers in 331 localities. We face con
ditions now that make it seem as if we 
are walking out on a springboard for a 
much greater leap forward. This week
end, though fraught with danger, risks 
and tragedies, with gunfire in the back
ground, may been seen as a watershed 
in the BaM'i history of EI Salvador. 

As a coda to the proceedings, our 
dear Gina Garda de Mobasher, a 
member of the National Spiritual As
sembly, gave birth early Monday 
morning to twins, a boy and a girl. 

-Quentin Farrand 

September, teaching in several vii/ages 
where they found the people quite re
ceptive. Many new believers were en
rolled, and two local Spiritual Assem
blies were formed: 
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New Zealand 

A stern test for Baha'i law 

Thefollowing letter to [he Baha'i's of 
New Zealand from their National Spir
itual Assembly arose from a situation 
last August in which the Baha'I' burial 
law was challenged after the sudden 
death at the Auckland airport of Te 
Pakaka Tawhai, a Baha'i who was 
well-loved and respected not only 
within the Baha'i community but also 
by his people, the Ngati Porou, who in
sisted that his body be taken to his 
homeland, Ruatoria, in the far eastern 
area of the country, for burial. The re
sponse of the National Assembly to 
this challenge, and the steadfastness of 
Pakaka Tawhai's wife, Pam, serves as 
a reminder of the way in which Baha'i 
law must be respected and upheld even 
in the face of opposition, no matter 
how well-intentioned it may be. 

• 
To the Baha'is of New Zealand 
Dearly-loved friends, 

The National Spiritual Assembly has 
become aware that there is confusion 
among some of the believers concern
ing the recent tangi (wake) of our dear 
friend Pakaka Tawhai. 

There have been many expressions 
of loving support and condolences to 
the Assembly. There have also been
some communications to the National 
Assembly expressing concern about the 
handling of the events surrounding the 
funeral. 

The purpose of this letter is to clarify 
any misunderstandings, present the 
correct facts, and convey the spiritual 
principles involved. 

As many of the friends will be 
aware, Pakaka's tribal family, the 
Ngati Porou, contacted the Baha'is 
during the tangi, demanding to take his 
body back to Ruatoria. Pakaka's wife 
and the Baha'is who had gathered to 
say farewell to Pakaka were subjected 
to hostility and virulent verbal abuse. 
Despite these attacks, Pam, supported 
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The Universal House of Justice 
(said) there could be no compro
mise on the Baha'i law. It ex
plained that we must assert the 
independent nature of the Faith, 
and that what at first appeared 
to cause disunity would ultimate
ly bring about a greater unity. 

by the Baha'is, remained steadfast in 
the face of the opposition, refusing to 
agree to the removal of his body. Fi
nally the Ngati Porou left empty
handed and did not attend the BaM'i 
(funeral) service. 

The secretary of the National Spir
itual Assembly received verification of 
the sudden death of Pakaka at Auck
land airport just an hour after he had 
passed away. From that time, right up 
to burial three days later, the members 
of the National Assembly were in fre
quent contact and consultation. 

The decision to return Pakaka's 
body to Palmerston North was made 
by his wife, Pam, in consultation with 
the National Assembly members, hav
ing established that it was possible to 
do this within the BaM'i law of 
burial-that is, within one hour's jour
ney. 

The BaM'i law in the Kitab-i-Aqdas 
stipulates that the body must not be 
transported more than one hour's jour
ney from the place of death to the place 
of interment. The Universal House of 
Justice has stated the following about 
the application of the law: 

"The spirit of Baha'u'lllih's law is to 
be buried near where one dies. The 
House of Justice has decided that the 
place of death may be taken to be the 
city or town in which the believer 
passes away, and therefore the hour's 
journey may be calculated from the 

.:i ty limits to the place of burial." 
Further, in a letter dated December 

.:. 1984, to the National Spiritual As
sembly of New Zealand, the Universal 
House of Justice quoted the following 
statement of Baha'u'lhih from "Ques
tions and Answers": 

"The law applieth to transportation 
by land as well as by sea, whether it be 
an hour's distance by boat or train. 
The purpose is the time-limit of one 
iJour, no matter what means of convey
:1nce is employed. However, the sooner 
[he burial taketh place, [he more fitting 
and preferable. " 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
had established that the flight to 
Palmerston North was under one hour 
by jet plane. It had also established 
that the journey to Ruatoria would 
take well over an hour by plane or heli
copter, there being no jet air service to 
the closest town. Therefore, burial in 
Ruatoria was discounted as an option. 

The debate generated by the Ngati 
Porou people about the return of Pa
kaka's body to Ruatoria started in the 
early evening of the fIrst day of the 
tangi and continued without resolution 
until 2:30 a.m. During the debate Pam 
Tawhai gave a courageous speech 
about Pakaka's standing as a Baha'i 
and his desire to have a Baha'i burial. 
Some Baha'is explained the law of 
burial, but all these efforts had no ef
fect. 

By the early hours of the morning 
when the discussions were halted fo; 
sleep, some of the Baha'is were, among 
themselves, expressing their .view that 
we should submit to the Ngati Porou 
and all~w ~e ~y to be transported to 
Ruatona In VIew of the disunity that 
existed. It w~ being stated by these Ba
ha'is that uruty with the Ngati Porou 
people, an~ Maoridom in general, was 
of greater Importance than adhering to 
the Baha'i burial law. 



At 3 a.m., in view of the uncertainty, 
confusion and even fear that existed, 
the National Spiritual Assembly mem
bers held a meeting and decided to tele
phone the Universal House of Justice 
for guidance. 

A comprehensive account of the 
situation, which included the full im
plications of not allowing the body to 
be returned to Ruatoria, was written 
out by three members of the National 
Assembly. This complete account was 
read over the telephone to the Univer
sal House of Justice. The answer re
ceived from the Universal House of 
Justice was repeated by the secretary, 
as it was being conveyed, so it was 
heard by another National Assembly 
member. 

The National Assembly feels it is 
necessary to explain these details be
cause there have been expressions of 
concern that the situation may not 
have been fully related to the Universal 
House of Justice, or that the full im
plications of the effects on Maori 
teaching had not been explained. 

The Universal House of Justice gave 
the guidance that there could be no 
compromise on the Baha'i law. It ex
plained that we must assert the inde
pendent nature of the Baha'i Faith, 
and that what at first appeared to cause 
disunity would ultimately bring about 
a greater unity. It also pointed out that 
the cultural conflict being experienced 
was not unique, as there had been 
many similar instances in other parts of 
the world, such as Africa, where the 
Baha'is had to uphold the Baha'i 
burial law in the face of opposition. 
Further, it was explained that if the 
family, in this case the widow, insisted 
on having the body taken to the tribal 
home, there was nothing that the Na
tional Assembly could do to prevent 
this. 

The above guidance was conveyed to 
Pam Tawhai. She made the decision to 
remain firm and would not agree to 
having the body removed. 

The National Assembly held a fur
ther meeting at 4:30 a.m. and made the 
decision that if the Ngati Porou people 
tried to remove the body forcibly, the 
police would not be called and no pre
ventive action would be taken by the 
Baha'is. Retaining dignity was para
mount. Pam was happy to abide by 
this decision. Further, the National As
sembly members decided to sit with 

Pam until dawn as a measure of insti
tutional support. 

As it happened, the Ngati Porou did 
not make any attempt to take the body 
at dawn as had been feared, but re
sumed the debate in the early morning. 

There had been no opportunity for 
the National Assembly to address the 
Baha'is as a group about the decision 
of the Universal House of Justice, but 
individual Baha'is were told and asked 
to convey the information to the rest of 
the Baha'is gathered there. The Na
tional Assembly had made the decision 
to have its Maori members address the 
entire gathering when the proceedings 
recommenced in the morning, to ex
plain that it had sought guidance from 
the highest authority of the Faith at the 
Baha'i World Centre regarding the 
burial law. Unfortunately, however, 
when the Ngati Porou reopened the 
discussion, they put up one speaker 
after the other in rapid succession, not 
allowing the Baha'is a speaker in ac
cordance with usual Maori custom. It 
was for this reason that the Ngati 
Porou walked out of the meeting house 
without having heard the views of the 
Baha'is. 

Despite the very real pain being ex
perienced by the Baha'is, particularly 
the Maori Baha'is, the National As
sembly perceived a unity among the 
friends in standing as one body to de
fend the right of the Baha'i Faith to 
adhere to its laws. 

After the departure of the Ngati 
Porou, there was relief that the Rangi
tane, the people of the marae complex, 
had remained in the meeting house. 
The chairman of the National Assem
bly was then able to address the gather
ing and explain the whole sequence of 
events, giving the reasons for the obe
dience to the Baha'i law. This, coupled 
\\-lth the moving and beautiful service 
which followed, left an indelible im
pression on the Maori people who had 
stayed. There has been confirmation of 
this with verbal and written expressions 
of warmth and admiration for the Ba
ha'is being extended by the Rangitane, 
including the kaumatua (elder) who 
had held the paepae (council) with such 
dignity and who had shown such sup
port and sensitivity toward the Baha'is. 

On one further matter, the National 
Assembly wishes to assure the believers 
who felt disquiet about the silence of 
the National Assembly members dur- . 

ing the debate. First, it is important to 
understand that the confrontation we 
experienced was not a unique occur
rence in Maoridom. Second, we were 
guided by the paepae, which consists of 
the people of the marae who are in con
trol of the proceedings. The responsi
bility of any function on the marae is 
controlled by the paepae, which is act
ing as an impartial adjudicator. While 
it is true that at normal marae gather
ings anyone may speak, this was not a 
normal marae gathering in that it was a 
confrontative cultural issue. To be able 
to read the subtleties of what is taking 
place on the paepae requires an insight 
and knowledge of Maori culture. On 
these cultural matters, the National As
sembly was guided by its Maori mem
bers. The most effective course of ac
tion in this event was to maintain si
lence, not only from the point of view 
of what was taking place in Maori 
terms, but also from the Baha'i point 
of view. It should also be noted that at 
no time did the paepae ask for the Ba
ha'i response. Our silence was not a 
default, but a definite and positive 
statement-so much so that the senior 
kaumatua on the paepae expressed his 
admiration for the way in which the 
Baha'is conducted themselves. This ad
miration was echoed by other members 
of the Rangitane. 

Such evidences of goodwill and sup
port illustrate that despite the opposi
tion from the Ngati Porou which ap
peared to cause great disunity, the sit
uation h~d in fact become one of har
mony and warmth through the obe
dience of the Baha'is. 

We hope that the foregoing facts will 
clarify for the friends what actually 
happened at the tangi and serve to cor
rect misunderstandings. 

The National Assembly is deeply 
conscious of the pain and uncertainty 
experienced by some of the Baha'is 
who attended the tangi. It understands 
this. Nevertheless, the National Assem
bly feels that it is now very important 
for the spiritual principles which apply 
to be understood by the believers. 

We convey our abiding love to all the 
believers and assure you of our loving 
encouragement and earnest prayers for 
your endeavors. 

Warmest Baha'i greetings, 
National Spiritual Assembly of 

the Baha'is of New Zealand 
October 6, 1989 
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Perspective 

Ishqabad, the 'City of Love' 

The numerous curves of the rock
strewn pathway lessened noticeably as 
the weary traveler finally descended in
to the foothills of the Elburz Moun
tains. Like so many others, he had left 
Tehran, nearly 460 miles to the south
west, to free himself of the suffering 
and anguish so frequently experienced 
by the Baha'is. His thoughts, however, 
were not of past agonies; he could 
think only of the wonders that lay be
fore him. It was dusk but he did nOl 
consider stopping; he was too close to 
his long-sought goal. 

Suddenly elation surged through 
him, for on the faraway horizon lay his 
destination: Ishqabad (meaning City of 
Love), a mecca of peace and safety for 
ail Baha'is. As he gazed across the 
desert plain of western Turkistan, the 
last rays of the sun darted amidst the 
distant buildings and danced about a 
large domed structure rising high 
above the city. Even from far away he 
knew that radiant dome was the goal of 
his seemingly endless journey: the first 
House of Worship ever raised in 
Baha'u'lIah's Name. 

As the moon began its steady climb 
into the evening sky and the traveler 
hurried- toward the dim lights of the 
city, his thoughts turned to the events 
of the past which had established Ish-

Last April the local Spiritual Assem
bly of /shqabad, Russia, was elected, 
marking the first such election since the 
Faith was proscribed in that country in 
the early years of this century. /shqa
bad is perhaps best known to Baha'is 
as the site of the first Mashriqu'I-Adh
kar ever constructed. As a tribute to 
the memory of that glorious Edifice, 
we reprint here "City of Love: Ishqa
bOd and the institution of the Mashri
qu 'I-Adhkar," by Bruce Whitmore, 
which first appeared in Baha'i News 
No. 532 (July 1975). 
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qabad as a refuge of serenity. The year 
was 1910. 

When the Baha'is first settled in the 
area around Ishqabad during the early 
years of Baha'u'lIah's Mission, all that 
existed were a few scattered mud huts. 
As the town grew, the Baha'is became 
an integral but unobtrusive element, 
contributing selflessly to the well-being 
and prosperity of the community. 

Then tragedy struck as a group of 
Muslims. fearing the steady growth of 
the Faith, hired two assassins who bru
talIy murdered a prominent and learn
ed Baha'i in the middle of the bazaar. 
The Russian authorities responded 
swiftly, arresting alI those involved. 

"The Czar, Alexander III, sent a 
military commission from S1. Peters
burg to conduct the trial. The two as
sailants were found guilty of murder 
and sentenced to death. Six others, 
proved to have been involved in the 
murder plot, were ordered transported 
to Siberia. Strenuous efforts were 
made to have the verdict altered, but to 
no avail. However, right at the foot of 
the scaffold it was announced that the 
Baha'is had magnanimously interceded 
for the murderers, who were banished 
to Siberia. Baha'is gained greatly in 
prestige. Furthermore, the ground was 
now prepared for the initiation of en
terprises, such as the establishment of 
schools, libraries and the construction 
of a House of Worship .... " (H.M. 
Balyuzi, 'Abdu'I-Baha. Oxford: 
George Ronald, 1971, p. 109) 

During the early years of 'Abdu'l
Baha's ministry, interest in building 
the first Mashriqu'I-Adhkar, as desig
nated by Baha'u'IIah, developed in 
many countries throughout the area 
that is now calIed the Middle East. The 
Master decided that Ishqabad should 
be the site for the first Temple, and He 
sent Haji Mirza Muhammad-Taqi, also 
known as Jenab Afnan, to coordinate 

the historic undertaking. 
Jenab Afmin, his features character

ized by bright. smiling blue eyes and a 
sno ..... y-white beard, was a first cousin 
of the Bab. He and the Bab were close 
childhood friends and often played 
games together. It was for his father, 
the Bab's uncle, that Baha'u'liah re
vealed the Kitab-i-fqan. Jenab Afnan 
sacrificed not only his time but also his 
wealth to raise the Ishqabad Temple. 

After the project was completed he 
would return to Haifa, continuing to 
serve the Master until his death at the 
age of 85. He was buried near Elijah's 
grave on that same Mountain of God 
where the remains of his blessed cous
in, the Bab, were laid. 

Arriving at Ishqabad in the latter 
part of 1902, Jenab Afnan busied him
self with securing a suitable design for 
the Temple and making preparations 
for construction. Trenches were dug 
and the foundation for a nine-sided 
structure was begun. Jenab Afnan 
himself laid the first stone. 

Shortly after construction was 
started, the community received word 
that General Krupatikin, the governor
general of Turkistan, would lay a cor
nerstone for the building on behalf of 
the Czar. The following account, writ
ten twO days after the event, reveals 
some of the joy and excitement that 
must have been felt: 

"On the II th of Ramazan the Gov
ernor of the State, escorted by a com
pany of officers and soldiers together 
with the Foreign Minister and the local 
Consul, all dressed in uniform and dec
orated with royal medals, came to the 
blessed grounds of the Mashrak-eI-Az
car to express his congratulations. 
Three days before his coming the news 
was received and preparations were 
made for his reception. The grounds 
were especially adorned and the most 
exquisite rugs were spread. Shady ar-



bors and bowers were erected, each 
having nine columns. In the parlors 
two tables were set, one of them 
covered with many kinds of sweet
meats, most luscious fruits and flowers 
of all kinds; on the other were placed 
the Holy Scriptures, the sketch of the 
Mashrak-el-Azcar, and both Russian 
and Persian translations of the history 
and the date of the building being new
lyerected .... 

"At half past three that afternoon, 
the Government carriages approached, 
and, at the first gate of the grounds 
they stopped. They could have entered 
the grounds with carriages, but, 
through respect, they alighted at the 
gate. They walked over the beautiful 
rugs and came to where the believers 
were assembled. There were from six to 
eight hundred of the people of Baha 
and about the same number of Rus
ians, Armenians ... (and other na
tionalities). 

"Then the Governor removed his 
overcoat and gloves, the officers all 
following his example, and came to the 
appointed place for his work .... 

"Then the silver box (containing a 
description of the construction meth
ods and the materials to be used in the 
building) was brought and presented to 
the Governor who took it in his hand 
and began the work. While he was lay
ing the corner stone he spoke the fol
lowing words which were translated by 
the interpreter, word for word: 'I t 
gives me great pleasure to realize the 
House of Worship of the Bahais is be
ing erected in my days, and my hope is 
that I will see it when it is finished." 1 

Even though contributions were re
ceived from believers in Persia and 
other nearby countries, it was the tire
less efforts of the local believers that 
made the completion of the project 
possible. Many thousands of stones 
were hand-carried to the site from the 
surrounding countryside while several 
masons labored month after month to 
raise the Temple's walls. When fin
ished, about 1905, it was nearly five 
stories high, towering above all other 
structures in Ishqabad. 

Located in the heart of the city, the 
Temple sat amid luxurious gardens 
bordered by four tree-lined avenues. 
Its main entrance, facing the Holy 
Land and flanked by minarets, was 
two stories high and opened into a 
graceful rotunda crowned by a hemi-

spherical dome of exquIsite beauty. 
Two series of balconies, called loggias, 
surrounded the rotunda and opened 
out upon the verdant gardens. 

At the four corners of the gardens 
were dependencies: the Baha'i schools, 
a medical dispensary and an inn for 
travelers. The Haziratu'l-Quds was lo
cated near the Temple while farther 
back lay a utilities building and the res
idence of the grounds keeper . 

Over the years hundreds of believers 

Expansion continued unabated 
not only in Ishqabad but in 
many Russian cities; even after 
the Bolshevik Revolution there 
was no apparent opposition to 
the Faith as the Baha'is con
tinued their teaching and pub
lishing activities. 

made the long journey to the City of 
Love, and many of them became pan 
of the vibrant community. Expansion 
continued unabated not only in Ishqa
bad but in many Russian cities; even 
after the Bolshevik Revolution there 
was no apparent opposition to the 
Faith as the Baha'is continued their 
teaching and publishing activities. 

Then in 1922 "The official gazette of 
the Soviet government published an ar
ticle in which it said that the Baha'is 
were turning the thoughts of the Rus
sians from Bolshevism to their own 
religion and beliefs (and) consequently 
their efforts should be stopped." 2 

Although some inconveniences were 
experienced following the appearance 
of the article, little open hostility oc
curred until 1926 when Baha'is in Mos
cow were detained and questioned, 
their books and papers were confis
cated and, in some cases, their homes 
and other property were seized. 

In 1928 the first Baha'is in Ishqabad 
were arrested. The activities of the 
Spiritual Assembly were severely re
stricted, publications were suspended, 
and mail was confiscated. 

Late in the summer of 1928 the gov
ernment decreed that all places of wor
ship inside Russia were henceforth the 
property of the Soviet Union. For three 
months the Temple's doors were bar
red while local newspapers carried gov
ernment-placed advertisements offer-

ing to rent the building. The Temple 
was reopened only after the Baha'is 
agreed to sign a costly rental contract. 

Calm then settled over the Baha'i 
communities in Russia. In 1933 the 
lease was renewed on the Temple; two 
years later the government announced 
that religious structures were to be 
turned over to their original owners, 
provided that specified major repairs 
could be completed within six months. 
Believers throughout Russia sacrificed 
their few remaining possessions to pay 
for the many repairs needed on the 
Temple. The work was completed be
fore the deadline and ownership was 
transferred back to the Baha'i com
munity. 

Public meetings were resumed in Ish
qabad and soon were being conducted 
twice each week. A large sign was plac
ed at the entrance to the Temple, pro
claiming the principles of the Faith in 
four languages. The great Hall in the 
Haziratu'l-Quds again overflowed with 
Baha'is on Holy Days and other special 
occasions as melodious chanting and 
lyrical music filled the air. 

The reprieve, however, was short
lived: 

"On the eve of February 5, 1938, all 
the members of the Local Spiritual As
sembly of Ishqabad, and a great num
ber of the friends were arrested by 
order of the authorities, and that same 
night the houses of the friends were 
searched, and all Tablets, Baha'i rec
ords and other articles were confis
cated. Some of the women, more active 
than the rest in Baha'i administrative 
affairs, were also led away to pris
on." 3 

For the final time the Temple was 
seized. A Soviet law, requiring that a 
religious community must number at 
least 50 members to be allowed to 
maintain a place of worship, was en
forced as the Baha'i population of the 
City of Love, once numbered in the 
thousands, steadily fell. 

"According to recently received in
formation, the Soviet Government has 
taken over the Temple, has turned it in
to an art gallery, and is keeping it in its 
original condition. For there are no 
longer any Baha'is in Ishqabad." 4 

The Temple, however, was not des
tined to be used for purposes other 
than those which God had intended. 

"On August 25, 19~3, the Universal 
House of Justice announced to the Ba-
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bA'! world that the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar 
in Ishqabad, the first Temple raised to 
the glory of Baha'u'llah, had been de
molished by the authorities and the site 
cleared .... In 1948 violent earth
quakes shook the whole town causing 
devastation and ruin. The building was 
seriously damaged. The only section 
which remained relatively secure was 
the central rotunda. Heavy yearly rains 
further weakened the structure to such 
a degree as to endanger the safety of 
houses in the vicinity. It was at this 
point that the authorities decided to 
demolish the remaining edifice and 
clear the site .... The Universal House 
of Justice appealed to Chairman Nikita 
Khrushchev to set aside the Temple 
ground as a public park and to agree to 
the erection of a suitable marker point
ing out the significance of this site to 
the Baha'is of the world. It is not 
known whether any action was taken. 
The letter remains unanswered." ! 

Even though Baha'i communities 
throughout Russia suffered hardship 
and persecution for several years, that 
land will be remembered fondly by Ba
ha'is of future generations. Not only 
will it be noted for the influence it ex
erted on behalf of the Blessed Beauty 
in securing His release from the Siyah
Chat in 1853 when the Russian minister 
to Persia left no stone unturned to es
tablish the innocence of Baha'u'llah, 
but that it also provided an environ
ment that allowed the believers of Ish
qabad to accomplish far more than the 
building of the first Baha'i House of 
Worship. All of the glorious events as
sociated with the history of the City of 
Love pale when placed alongside the 
believers' supreme achievement: the 
development of the institution of the 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar (the Dawning 
Place of the Mention of God) to a de
gree never before attained, thereby giv
ing the Baha'i world a foundation of 
experience that is invaluable to the 
present and the future. 

Efforts of other Baha'i communities 
during the early years of the Faith, 
however, cannot be dismissed lightly. 
Many localities in the land of B~M'
u'llab's birth had special places, albeit 
often only simple houses, where the 
friends could gather for prayer. The 
early believers were committed to edu
cating their children and to providing 
for their fellow-man through a variety 
of social and humanitarian services, all 
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appropriate elements of the Mash
riqu 'l-Adhkar. 

Significant strides were made in 
other countries as well. For example,' 
Kunjangoon, a small village nestled in 
the jungles of Burma where the Faith 
was embraced by hundreds of villagers 
shortly after the turn of the century. 
quickly achieved remarkable standards. 
A school was built, an administrative 
agency was established, and a special 
place for prayer was set aside; many of 
the activities the people engaged in 
were supportive of the concepts of the 
institution. 

It is Ishqabad, however, that must 
be recognized for having achieved the 
first viable, cohesive, functional insti
tution complete with several stately 
structures which served as dependen
cies and which will be characteristic of 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkars in the future. 

The institution of the Mashriqu'l
Adhkar, ordained by Baha'u'llah, is 
the practical expression of tht spiritual 
reality of our Faith. He revealed that 
God's purpose for man is "to know 
Thee and to worship Thee" 6 and de
clared that knowing and loving God is 
"the generating impulse and the pri
mary purpose underlying the whole of 
creation." 7 He called upon each indi
vidual to be of service to humanity and 
emphatically stated that work done in 
the spirit of service to others is elevated 
to the station of worship. 

'Abdu'I-BaM stated that: 
"He is a true Baha'i who strives by 

day and by night to progress and ad
vance along the path of human en
deavor, whose most cherished desire is 
to live and act as to enrich and illumi
nate the world, whose source of inspi-

- ration is the essence of Divine virtue, 
whose aim in life is to conduct himself 
as to be the cause of infinite progress. 
Only when he attains unto such perfect 
gifts can it be said of him that he is a 
true Baha'i. For in this holy Dispensa
tion ... true faith is no mere acknowl
edgement of the Unity of God, but the 
living of a life that will manifest all the 
perfections and virtues implied in such 
belief." 8 

It is the institution of the Mashri
qu'l-Adhkar that Baha'u'llah has pro
vided specifically to support each indi
vidual in his efforts to become "a true 
Baha'i." The first requirement de
lineated by the Blessed Beauty is gain
ing knowledge of God's purpose for 

man. Educational institutions within 
the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar are intended to 
develop man's awareness of not only 
the physical but also the spiritual reali
ties of our existence. Individuals be
come fully cognizant of the two 
specific obligations for which God has 
declared them responsible: that of ac
quiring virtues and that of being of ser
\'ice to one's fellow man. 

"'Abdu'l-Baha teaches that our pur
pose in life is to acquire virtues-the 
attributes of God translated into hu
man behavior. Shoghi Effendi con
firms that the object of our lives should 
::,e to promote the oneness of mankind. 
Indeed, he says that the oneness of 
mankind is the pivot around which all 
of Baha'u'llah's Teachings revolve." 9 

Baha'u'llah stated that: "It is in
cumbent upon every man of insight 
and understanding to strive to translate 
that which hath been written into reali
ty and action." 10 The process, begin
ning with acquiring knowledge, is com
plete only when that knowledge is 
manifested in action for the betterment 
of humanity. The transition is depen
dent upon volition, defined as "the ac
tion of consciously willing or resolving; 
the making of a definite choice or de
cision with regard to a course of ac
tion; the exercise of the will." II Voli
tion may be acquired primarily 
through the use of one of God's special 
gifts: prayer. By enabling us to free 
ourselves from all attachment to any
thing but God and by supporting our 
individual efforts to develop the essen
tial qualities of perseverance and pa
tience, prayer becomes an absolute 
necessity in translating that which we 
know into that which we do. 

The Guardian explained that the 
very "core of religious faith is that 
mystic feeling which unites man with 
God. This state of spiritual commu
nion can be brought about and main
tained by means of meditation and 
prayer. And this is the reason why 
Baha'u'llah has so much stressed the 
importance of worship .... 

"The believers ... should.therefore 
fully realize the necessity of praying. 
For prayer is absolutely indispensable 
to their inner spiritual development, 
and this ... is the very foundation 
and purpose of the religion of God." 12 

It is the "central Edifice" of the 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar, the House of 
Worship, to which individuals turn for 



spiritual revitalization; a haven in 
which to seek out spiritual power and 
energy. These structures, inspiring man 
to attain to new heights of artistic ex
cellence, are incomparable in their 
beauty and majesty. Always domed, 
always nine-sided, always surrounded 
by breathtaking gardens, they irresis
tibly beckon man to enter and com
mune with his Father. 

Shoghi Effendi, however, was em
phatic in saying: 

"But however inspiring the concep
tion of Baha'i worship ... it cannot 
be regarded as the sole, nor even the 
essential, factor in the part which the 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar, as designed by 
Baha'u'llah, is destined to play in the 
organic life of the Baha'i community. 
Divorced from the social, humanitar
ian, educational and scientific pursuits 
centering around the Dependencies of 
the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar, Baha'i wor
ship, however exalted in its conception, 
however passionate in fervor, can 
never hope to achieve beyond the 
meager and often transitory results 
produced by the contemplations of the 
ascetic or the communion of the pas
sive worshipper. It cannot afford last
ing satisfaction and benefit to the wor
shipper himself, much less to humanity 
in general, unless and until translated 
into that dynamic and disinterested ser
vice to the cause of humanity which it 
is the supreme privilege of the Depen
dencies of the ~ashriqu'l-Adhkar to 
facilitate and promote." 1) 

These dependencies, " ... institu
tions of social service as shall afford 
relief to the suffering, sustenance to 
the poor, shelter to the wayfarer, so
lace to the bereaved, and education to 
the ignorant ... ," 14 are arenas in 
which the finest fruits of man's science 
and technology as well as his spiritual 
understanding and insight will be ap
plied. As focal points for action, they 
allow individuals to fulfill their God
given obligations by conscientious and 
deliberate integration of the attributes 
of God within their souls through ser
vice to humanity. Not only do they ex
perience spiritual growth, but a life fill
ed with meaning and contentment as 
well. 

It should not be inferred, however, 
that the dependencies are the only 
places where spiritually motivated ac
tion can be released. If our goal is to 
serve humanity through the application 

of the attributes of God, then obvi
ously it is appropriate to strive toward 
achieving that goal daily through every 
interaction with our fellow man. The 
institution of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar, 
embodying the physical application of 
our spiritual principles, guides and 
supports us individually in these ef
forts. 

Further, the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar, in
cluding the House of Worship and all 
of the Dependencies-among them the 

It is Ishqabad ... that must be 
recognized for having achieved 
the first viable, cohesive, func
tional institution complete with 
several stately structures which 
served as dependencies and which 
will be characteristic of Mash
riqu'I-Adhkars in the future. 

Haziratu'l-Quds (the Sacred Fold), the 
administrative headquarters of the 
elected local and national institutions 
of our Faith-motivates man collec
tively to "carry forward an ever-ad
vancing civilization" 15 and is therefore 
fundamental to the unification of the 
human race. It draws together people 
of diverse and often opposing back
grounds and elevates their purposes 
and standards to a level far above the 
hatreds and prejudices so prevalent to
day. With their goals fixed upon lofty, 
noble aspirations, these individuals ex
perience an inevitable transformation 
as their former animosities steadily as
sume less significance, while the 
achievement of their aspirations assists 
the concept of the oneness of mankind 
to move relentlessly forward. 

The institution of the Mashriqu'l
Adhkar is the "necessary agency cap
able of removing the ills that have so 
long and so grievously afflicted hu
manity ... " 16; therefore, it will be es
sential to mankind long before impos
ing, regal structures, such as those at 
Ishqabad, appear throughout the 
countryside. Initially, perhaps, existing 
structures in cities and towns every
where will be called upon to shelter its 
social and spiritual activities, and thus 
"provide the essentials of Baha'i wor
ship and service, both so vital to the re
generation of the world." 17 

The Guardian, commenting on its 

loftiness, its potency and its unique 
position, declared that the Mashriqu'l
Adhkar is "one of the outstanding in
stitutions conceived by Baha'
u'llah." 18 Little wonder, then, that 
Baha'is will always marvel at the mo
mentous achievements of those early 
believers of Ishqabad. 
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The world 

Canada harvests teaching victories 

Many Baha'i communities in Ca
nada are reaping a bountiful harvest 
from a series of recent teaching cam
paigns in various parts of the country. 

The Baha'i community of Vancou
ver, British Columbia, reports 62 new 
believers since RiQvan 1989. Also in 
British Columbia, 5,500 copies of 
"The Promise of World Peace" were 
sent to residents of 19 villages with an 
invitation to attend a week of peace ac
tivities organized with the help of eight 
other peace-oriented groups. 

In Sudbury, Ontario, a summer-long 
event led to the enrollment of 24 peo
ple. These new believers have been ac
tively teaching and are taking part in 
recently formed teaching institutes 
with a goal of 300 enrollments by the 
end of this Baha'i year. 

In Rankin Inlet, Northwest Terri
tories, four people have recently been 
enrolled, one of whom has already de
clared her intention to pioneer to a 
nearby community. 

And in Yellowknife, also in the 

Papua New Guinea 

Pictured are Baha'is who attended a 
unit convention held last November 19 
at the Baha'i Center in Rabaul, Papua 
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Northwest Territories, a fireside
oriented teaching campaign has drawn 
substantial numbers of inquirers with 
four enrollments reported so far. 

In Toronto, Ontario, intensive 
teaching has led to seven enrollments. 
Busloads of Baha'is from other cities 
have gone to Toronto to take part in 
the teaching work. 

Meanwhile, the success of a musical 
group caIled "Groundwork" is evi
denced by its role in bringing 20 young 
people into the Faith in southern On
tario. 

Following the arrival of two travel
ing teachers in South Indian Lake, 
Manitoba, 16 adults and two youth 
embraced the Cause in less than a 
week. 

The increase in this northern native 
area has more than doubled the size of 
the Baha'i community, resulting in an 
adult population that is more than 
three percent Baha'i and a public 
school system in which more than 20 
percent of the children are Baha'is. 

New Guinea at which Robinson Sirik
ing, a Baha'ifrom Wongawonga, was 
elected delegate for East New Britain. 

The recent enrollments in Vancou
ver, some of which followed the open
ing by Baha'is of a Chinese Friendship 
Center, have included a number of 
Chinese including one visitor from 
mainland China. 

One of the friends in Vancouver has 
begun a network of correspondence 
with a number of seekers in China, 
teaching them the Faith by letter. 

• 
A one-woman play about the life of 

!v1artha Root is attracting the attention 
of non-Baha'is in Canada. 

The play, written by Ann Boyles and 
performed by Susan Lyons, both of 
whom are Canadian Baha'is, is entitled 
"The Passing of Exquisite Music." 

On seeing it, a drama critic for the 
Regina (Saskatchewan) Post-Leader 
wrote: "The dynamic personality of 
Martha Root, American journalist, 
lecturer, spiritualist, woman extraordi
naire came to life.. . the moment 
Susan Lyons stepped on stage .... 

"Lyons' portrayal of Root at Invita
tion '88, the first National Baha'i Fes
tival of the Arts, won critical acclaim, 
and justifiably so." 

The Baha'is of Regina hosted three 
performances of the play last October 
at the University of Regina before an 
audience which was about two-thirds 
non-Baha'i. 

• 
More than 200 people gathered re

cently in Nimpkish Village, near Alert 
Bay, Canada, for a peace symposium. 
Guest speakers included native people 
who spoke of peace on a variety of 
levels including family, local commu
nity, national and international. 

The Baha'i group "Let It Be This 
Generation" performed, as did tradi
tional native dancers, Fijian dancers, 
and musician Shawani Campbell. The 
event ended with a traditional "peace 
dance. " 



India 

A group of five adult Baha'is and 
two children recently traveled to the 
village of Panathur, India, to teach the 
Faith. They rode a bus from Karnataka 
as far as it would go, then walked the 
remaining three kilometers (nearly two 
miles) to Panathur where local Baha'is 
had arranged meetings for them. 

Sixteen people embraced the Faith 
that weekend, and follow-up visits 
were planned. 

Another group of Baha'is visited the 
village of Horamavu Agara, concen
trating on deepening the friends there 
in the hope that they would be inspired 
to begin their own teaching project. 
On~ person was enrolled, and weekly 

deepening classes for the village Ba
ha'is were scheduled. 

• 
The Sinnar Teaching Project in In

dia's Nasik District has surpassed its 
goal of 500 new believers while nine 
new local Spiritual Assemblies have 
been formed. 

Transkei 

Baha'is perform for an audience of 150 
during a Baha'i Music Festival held last 
September in Umtata, Transkei. The 
purpose was to choose a group to rep
resent the Baha'i community of Trans
kei in the All-Africa Music Festival in 
Botswana. Seven communities formed 

Pictured is a bicycle-built-for-two that 
was made to facilitate travel teaching 
in Uttar Pradesh, India. Since it is con
sidered inappropriate for women to 

The State Baha'i Council has de
cided to continue the project for one 

choirs who performed in the choir 
competition. There were winners in 
Jive other categories as well: best solo
ist, best new Baha'i song, best tradi
tional song, best dramatic sketch, and 
best tribal dancing. 

travel alone in that area, the bicycle 
will make it possible for two women, as 
well as husband-and-wife teams, to 
travel and teach the Faith together. 

full year to assure consolidation in the 
area. 

Ivory Coast 
In the village of Kouadinionikro, 

Ivory Coast, where every member of 
the community has embraced the Ba
ha'i Faith, two young Baha'is who 
knew how to read and write arose two 
years ago to do something about the 
problem of illiteracy in the community. 

The village had a Baha'i Center but 
no public school, so the youth decided 
to hold classes at the Center to give the 
children of the village a basic educa
tion. After two years, their 25 students 
are attending schools in other villages. 
The teachers in this Baha'i-run school 
are now planning literacy classes for 
adults. 

• 
The Baha'is of Kouadianikro, Ivory 

Coast, are using their local Baha'i 
Center as a primary school. Thirteen 
students are enrolled in first grade 
there and 12 in second grade. 

In a separate project in Danana, the 
Spiritual Assembly is cultivating rice 
with profits going to the local Baha'i 
Fund. This marks the third year that 
the Baha'is of Danana have worked in 
their fields for the Fund. 
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Ecuador 
In Ecuador, Baha'is are taking part 

in a national seminar on "Interactive 
Radio." 

The Ministry of Education is devel
oping long-distance education courses 
for those in rural areas who are unable 
to attend regular medium-level 
schools. Lessons are carried on radio 
during the week; on Saturdays, stu
dents attend in person a centrally lo
cated school to ask questions and re
ceive course materials. The courses, 
known as "interactive radio," are part 

Virgin Islands 

A 'Sparks for Peace' Bahd'{ team, vis
iting St. John in the U.S. Virgin Is
lands. reinstalls a fallen fence in St. 
John National Park. This and other 

A five-member team of Baha'i youth 
spent 17 days last summer teaching in 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. The young Ba
ha'is were from Antigua, S1. Lucia, the 
Dominican Republic, Montserrat, and 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

Team members had met in Antigua 
during the "Camp Tabarsi Baha'i 
Youth Camp-Out" which was attended 
by SO students from 18 countries. 

While in the Virgin Islands, the 
"Sparks of Peace" team visited St. 
Thomas, St. John and St. Croix, teach
ing through service-cleaning and re-
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of a pilot project coordinated by the 
government in cooperation with Radio 
Baha'i Ecuador. 

Baha'is were invited to attend a re
cent seminar on Interactive Radio in 
Quito. Also present were the directors 
of National Education, Long Distance 
Education, Rural Education, and At
tention to Marginal Rural Education 
along with a representative of the U. s. 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID). 

Evaluations of the experimental pro-

service projects helped create a positive 
image for the Faith and drew signifi
cant media coverage. 

pairing at a hospital; sorting bundles of 
clothing at a shelter for the homeless; 
clearing grass for a volleyball coun; 
and performing maintenance work in a 
park for children. 

The youth spoke at firesides, taught 
the Faith at a shopping m~l, in parks 
and the territorial prison, and were in
terviewed by newspapers and on radio. 

From the Virgin Islands, the team 
traveled to Guyana to reunite with 
other teams from the youth camp-out 
and take part in the Caribbean Youth 
Conference. 

gram were given by course supervisors 
from each province. Generalfy, the 
courses were seen as quite successful; 
new teaching materials are being pre
pared as a result of suggested modifi
.:ations including a recommendation 
from the Baha'i community that spir
itual education be included in the cur
riculum. 

• 
Two newspapers in Ecuador recently 

published splendid articles about the 
Faith. 

The first, in Diario del Norte, was 
entitled "The Baha'i Faith" and out
lined the history and teachings of the 
Faith, emphasizing its international 
character and its relationship to the 
United Nations. 

The second, in La Verdad. was en
titled "Baha'is in the Struggle for 
World Peace." A group of young Ba
ha'is, it said, had visited the news
paper's offices, and their explanation 
of the Faith was recounted in the arti
cle. 

Uganda 
At the invitation of the National 

Spiritual Assembly of Uganda, mem
bers of the Department of Religious 
Studies at Makerere University recently 
visited the Baha'i House of Worship in 
Kampala. 

The purpose of the visit was to fa
miliarize staff members with the Faith, 
its institutions and how they function. 

The need for the relationship arose 
from interaction between the agencies 
of the Faith and the university which is 
implementing two new courses design
ed and taught by a Baha'i, Dr. Tim 
Rost-one on "Peace and Justice" and 
another on "Religion and Develop
ment. " 

The visitors heard a brief history of 
the Faith, toured the Temple grounds, 
saw the meeting room of the National 
Assembly, the National Archives and 
Statistics Office, heard a prayer for 
peace, and signed the Temple's guest 
book. 

• 
Last August 29, Counsellor Friday 

Ekpe and Lois Goebel, a visitor from 
the Baha'i World Centre, were inter
viewed by Radio Uganda at the Na
tional BahA'i Office in that country. 

I 
J 



Sierra Leone 

The Baha'i primary school in Yikandor (Freetown), Sierra 
Leone, has been in existence since 1987. Despite its youth
fulness, the splendid performance of its students has bla
zoned the name and popularity of the Faith throughout the 
country, and educational authorities and parents are eagerly 
poised to see the result of the school's first selective entrance 
examinations under the West African Examinations Coun
cil in May 1990. Pictured are the school's seven candidates 
for the public examinations with (middle row center) class 

teacher O.S. Ibrahim and (bottom row center) the school's 
first head teacher and manager, A.S. Momodu .. The stu
dents are (top row left to right) Lansana Koroma, Aminata 
Lusenig, Amara Murahah; (middle row left to right) Borbor 
Minah, Bockarie Swaray,' and (bottom row left to right) Sa
fia Saffa, John Musa. The Baha'ls in Sierra Leone have high 
hopes and plans of establishing a secondary school within 
the next few years. 
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Costa Rica 
"Seeking the True Meaning of 

Peace" was the theme of an interna
tional conference in San Jose, Costa 
Rica. About 30 Baha'is from eight 
countries attended the event, which 
was sponsored by the University for 
Peace and the government of Costa 
Rica. 

Kenya 
"Social Mobilization for Immuniza

tion" is an ongoing health program 
that was begun by the Baha'is of Kenya 
in collaboration with the Canadian 
Public Health Association. As of last 
June, the project trainers and coordi
nator had received training from 
AMREF (African Medical and Re
search Foundation) and had met with a 
representative of the Canadian Inter
national Development Agency (CIDA). 

Local seminars were held in Mana
wanga and Lugula at which members 
of the local community interested in 
improving health shared information 
and ideas. Participants included health 
professionals, traditional healers, local 
officials and invited guests. 

It is hoped that as open dialogue 
continues, communities will begin to 
work together to overcome the many 
barriers to successful immunization of 
the population. 

Andaman/Nicobar Islands 
During the National Convention last 

April, the Baha'is of the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands decided to hold a 
teaching campaign in the name of the 
late Durgaprasad Khedla, who was the 
tITst Baha'i of Great Nicobar. 

On May 12, the friends began an in
tensive week of teaching on that island. 
As a result, 73 people embraced the 
Faith including 25 women. Consolida
tion efforts are under way. 

Bulgaria 
Rabotnichesko Delo, the most wide

ly circulated daily newspaper in Bul
garia, published an article and photo
graph about the Baha'i House of Wor
ship in India in its January 15 issue. 

It is reported to be the first newspa
per article related to the Faith to be 
published in that country in six years. 
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Baha'is took part in an inter-relig
ious prayer service attended by more 
than 3,000 and carried live on televis
ion. Afterward, several newspapers 
quoted the BahA'i prayer for "All 
Mankind." 

A BahA'i from Canada donated a 
portable exhibit and about 1,000 copies 

Republic of Ireland 

Mike Ryan (second from right) and his 
fiancee, Geraldine, pictured with 
Mike's parents in the garden of the Ba
hd 'l National Center in Dublin, had the 
first Baha'I marriage ever formalized 
in the Republic of Ireland. Not only 

Botswana 

"A New Spirit, A New Generation
Peace" was the theme of a Baha'i In
ternational Youth Conference held re
cently in Mochudi, Botswana. 

More than 120 people from 13 coun
t,ies attended including special guests 
Counsellor Lally Warren, seven mem
bers of the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Botswana, and Auxiliary Board 
members Gerald Warren and Ntsiki 

of "The Promise of World Peace" in 
English. Almost all of them were given 
out along with 200 copies of the peace 
statement in Spanish and about 75 
pamphlets on the environment which 
were sent by the BaM'i International 
Community. 

are Bahti'(marriages now given official 
recognition in Ireland, but the Na
tional Hazlratu'I-Quds is registered as 
a place where civil marriage ceremonies 
can take place in the presence of the 
Registrar of Marriages. 

Mashologu. 
Eighteen indigenous youth embraced 

the faith during the confereI1ce, while 
the National Youth Committee report
ed that participants became "charged" 
with the spirit of the Cause and "com
mitted to go forth, firm in the Cove
nant, and be the lighters of unlit 
candles. " 



Transkei 

, 
,I 

These young women from Sugarbush 
were among the finalists in a competi-

Italy 
A teaching campaign in Portici, It

aly, has led so far to the enrollment of 
80 new believers, most of whom are al
ready involved in teaching activities in 
Portici and other nearby communities. 

Everywhere these new Baha'is go 
they kindle a new enthusiasm in the 
friends, and there are reports of more 
enrollments from the places they have 
visited. 

Systematic deepening is an impor
tant element of the Portici campaign, 
in which Auxiliary Board members 
have been actively involved. 

Canary Islands 
A fund-raising project conducted by 

the Baha'i youth of the Canary Islands 
surpassed its goal of raising one million 
pesetas for the Arc in one year. 

The "Arcmillion Project" raised 
1,122,000 pesetas. 

The National Youth Committee be
gan the project by opening a bank ac
count and inviting all of the friends to 
help meet the goal. The bank account 
earned 25,000 pesetas in interest during 
the year. 

I i. • 
tion last November among seven Ba
hd '( choirs in Transkei. The winners 

Nigeria 
~igeria's Federal Ministry of Exter

nal Affairs has sent a sympathetic let
ter to that country's National Spiritual 
Assembly regarding the suffering of 
the Baha'is in Iran. 

The letter says, in part, "Nigeria has 
been following with keen interest de
velopments in Iran with regard to the 
Baha'is' plight for a long time now." It 
goes on to explain that the government 
of ~igeria "has been participating ac
tively in the prevention of discrimina
tion and protection of minorities every
where in the world, in line with its 
human rights policy." 

The letter was a response to the Na
tional Assembly's request for the gov
ernment to support at the upcoming 
meeting of the United Nations Com
mission on Human Rights a resolution 
in support of the Baha'is in Iran. 

The National Assembly noted that it 
marked "the first time we have had 
such a positive statement" from the 
Nigerian government. 

• 
The Elizabeth Njang/ Afikpo Teach

ing Campaign, held last May in the 
Afikpo area of Imo State, Nigeria, ex-

were to represent the Faith at an AI/
Africa Music Festival in December. 

ceeded all goals, with 615 new believers 
enrolled and 26 new local Assemblies 
formed. The National Spiritual Assem
bly reported that the goals assigned to 
the campaign were to enroll 300 and 
form at least 19 new Assemblies. 

The campaign, named for the late 
wife of Auxiliary Board member Oscar 
Njang, who was an active teacher of 
the Faith during her lifetime, was plan
ned and carried out by local Baha'is 
without help from any pioneers. 

Mr. Njang and two of his children 
took an active part in the campaign. 

Burkina 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

Burkina has received permission from 
the Higher School of Law at Ouaga
dougou University to begin holding 
courses on "The Program of Bah,i'
u'llah for Peace," thus completing one 
of the Assembly's goals for the Six 
Year Plan. 

Noufou Gnampa, a BaM'i jurist 
from Burkina, has already presented 
two courses on the topic of the Baha'i 
Faith and peace. 
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Hawaii 
Baha'is in Hawaii held a proclama

tion event September 30 in memory of 
the Hand of the Cause of God Martha 
Root who passed away in Honolulu 50 
years ago. 

The event, hosted at the Baha'i Na
tional Center by the Spiritual Assem
blies of Honolulu and Koolaupoko, 
also launched the Martha Root Teach
ing Project. 

The program, entitled "Perspectives 
on World Peace," featured "a look at 
the life of a courageous woman who 
traveled alone around the world in the 
early decades of this century-by ship, 
train, across the Andes by mule (carry
ing a message) of world peace and 
world unity that is still vital and impor
tant today." 

On the anniversary of her passing, 
prayers were recited at Miss Root's 
resting place at four separate hours. 

• 
Some 200 scholars attended a meet

ing last July of the International So
ciety for Chinese Philosophy in Hilo, 
Hawaii. The Spiritual Assembly of 
South Hilo offered help in hosting the 
final reception, and a Baha'i, Diana 
Hudson, presented a paper on the evo
lution of Chinese and Western philos
ophies toward a universal philosophy 
for world peace and unity. 

As a result of their involvement, the 

South Africa 
About 200 Baha'is from six neigh

boring national communities joined 
Baha'is from South Africa last summer 
for an intensive teaching campaign in 
Orange Free State. The friends came 
from Bophuthatswana, Botswana, Le
sotho, Namibia, Swaziland and Trans
kei. 

The campaign, whose theme was 
"The Three Onenesses," continued 
through the summer. More than 100 
were enrolled during the first six 
weeks, and on the weekend of August 
5-6, 47 more embraced the Cause. 

• 
A National Teaching Conference 

last November 11-12 in Bloemfontein, 
South Africa, drew Baha'is from 27 lo
calities who enjoyed the company of 
Counsellors Daniel Ramoroesi and 
Lally Warren, three members of the 
Auxiliary Board, and seven members 
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Governor John Waihee of Hawaii 
signs a proclamation designating Sep
tember 17 World Peace Day in that 
state. With the governor are (left to 
right) Gary Morrison, secretary of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Ha
waii; Tony Pelle, the national Public 
Information Officer,· and Rosina Ko-

Baha'is were given permission for a 
book and pamphlet display, and con
ference officials asked that sufficient 

of the National Spiritual Assembly. 
During the conference the anniver

sary of the Birth of Baha'u'llah was 
observed with 12 local guests and 
music by the Botshabelo Baha'i Choir, 
which was to take part in pecember in 
a music festival in Botswana. 

Participants learned that the Na
tional Assembly had recently conclud
ed negotiations for a beautiful 42-acre 
Temple site, which includes a house 
that can be used as a national teaching 
institute. 

• 
The Southern African Baha'i Asso

ciation for the Advancement of Wom
en was formed last' October during a 
women's conference in Johannesburg. 
Among the more than 70 participants 
in the conference were Counsellors 
Lally Warren and Daniel Ramoroesi 
and former Counsellor Bahiyyih 
Winckler. 

rean, secretarj 'of the National Spir
itual Assembly of the Marshall Islands. 
Expressing his warmest regards for the 
Bahd'is, Gov. Waihee said, "Every 
year . .. this (World Peace Day) is one 
of my favorites." When he learned 
that Ms. Korean was from the Mar
shalls, he kissed her. 

copies of the peace statement be made 
available for each participant to receive 
one at registration. 

Nicaragua 
The recent "International Book Fes

tival Nicaragua '89" boasted the par
ticipation of some 400 publishing 
houses from 42 countries. Editorial Ba
ha'i Indo Latinoamericana (EBILA) 
displayed more than 50 titles at the Fes
tival, presented 80 copies of the peace 
statement, and distributed more than 
150 pamphlets to visitors to the Baha'i 
booth. 

Attending the Festival's opening 
ceremony were the President of Nica
ragua, Daniel Ortega Saavedra, and 
members of the State Cabinet. 

During the six-day event copies of 
"The Promise of World Peace" were 
given to the vice-president of the Re
public, the minister of the interior, and 
the president of the National Council 
of Culture. 



India 

. J .~. Armstrong, president of the In
stitutIon of Structural Engineers in the 
United Kingdom, said in his address to 
the Institution last October that the Ba
ha'i House of Worship in India is an 
example of elegant structural engineer
ing in the tradition of such other his
toric structures as the Hagia Sophia, 
the Cathedral of Amiens, the Forth 
Bridge, and the works of Robert Mail
lart. 

"The Baha'i Temple in New Delhi," 
he said, " ... must be one of the most 
elegant buildings of the last half-cen
tury. It demonstrates most clearly the 
elegance resulting from a sympathetic 
relationship between the engineer, the 
architect, and the client. There is no 
doubt as to the continuous profes
sional application and patience re
quired to achieve this quality of build
ing. " 

Last year, the Institution gave its 
prestigious special award for architec
ture to the House of Worship. This 
year it has chosen the Temple for its 
New Year's greeting card, which is be
ing sold in large numbers around the 
world. 

Pakistan 

Young Bahd'ls in Pakistan model the 
T-shirts which commanded much at
tention during a teaching campaign las( 
summer. The campaign, entitled 'Ba-

Thailand 

The prize-winning artifact made by a 
Baha'i during Thai/and's National 
Youth Week last September is present
ed to the Crown Prince. The National 
Spiritual Assembly of Thailand was in-

The Netherlands 
Last September 17, at an ecumenical 

service organized by two Christian 

hd'( Summer 1989, 'enabled thousands 
of people in 25 communities to learn 
about the Faith. 

vited to make the presentation to the 
Prince who is shown here receiving the 
gift from the Assembly's youth repre
sentative. 

churches in Veldhoven, the Nether
lands, a local Baha'i was asked to say a 
prayer for unity revealed by 'Abdu'l
BaM. 

Receiving such an invitation has 
been a rare experience for Baha'is in 
the Netherlands. In this case, the plan
ning committee for the otherwise all
Christian gathering intended to offer a 
"banner of peace" to each of the par
ticipating churches. When they saw 
among the submitted prayers and read
ings the phrase "upraise the standard 
of the oneness of humankind," the Ba
ha'i who submitted the prayer was im
mediately asked to recite it. 

Baha'is in other parts of the Nether
lands are having similarly surprising 
successes. In Rotterdam, the friends re
ceived a surprisingly warm reception 
from the Rev. Mr. Visser to whom they 
presented a copy of the peace state
ment on the occasion of "International 
Prayer for Peace Day." 

And in Amsterdam last September, 
the local Baha'is presented the peace 
statement to the mayor who, they 
learned, had been to 'Akka and had 
visited the gardens and Shrines in 
Haifa, Israel. 
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Cover: Judge Dorothy W. Nelson, chairman of the National Spiritual As· 
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World Centre 

Plan for Arc wins Haifa city approval 
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TO ALL NA TIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES 
KINDL Y CONVEY ALL BELIEVERS NEWS PRO
GRESS HISTORIC MOUNT CARMEL PROJECTS. 
FOLLOWING STRENUOUS DETAILED NEGOTIA
TIONS TOWN PLANNING SCHEME ESSENTIAL FOR 
INITIATION OF PROJECTS WAS OFFICIALLY AP
PROVED BY LOCAL TOWN PLANNING COMMIT
TEE AND CITY COUNCIL OF HAIFA ON 11 OC
TOBER 1989, CONFIRMING GOOD WILL TOWARD 
PROJECTS EXPRESSED BY CITY COUNCIL AT TIME 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION. SCHEME IS NOW 
BEFORE DISTRICT TOWN PLANNING COMMISSION 
FOR FINAL APPROVAL. THIS PLAN INCLUDES 
CANCELLATIONS TWO ROADS PREVIOUSLY AP
PROVED TO CROSS BAHA'f LANDS, AND LOWER
ING LEVEL MAIN THOROUGHFARE THUS PERMIT
TING CONSTRUCTION TERRACES LINKING GAR
DENS SURROUNDING SHRINE BAB WITH THOSE 
ADJACENT ARCHIVES BUILDING. GRANTING OF 
APPROV ALS INVOLVES OUR COMMITMENT IMME
DIATEL Y START WORK. 
GEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS ANNOUNCED RID
VAN MESSAGE, REQUIRED FOR DESIGN FOUNDA-

TIONS BUILDINGS ARC, NOW COMPLETED. 

BUILDING PERMIT DRAWINGS FOR ARCHIVES 
BUILDING EXTENSION AND CENTER FOR STUDY 
OF THE TEXTS SUBMITTED, ENABLING CON
SIDERA TION APPLICATION BUILDING PERMIT 
RUN CONCURRENTLY LAST STAGE APPROVAL 
TOWN PLANNING SCHEME. 

OF SSO,OOO,OOO CALLED FOR AS ESSENTIAL RE
SERVE FOR INITIATION CONSTRUCTION, AP
PROXIMATELY $26,000,000 SO FAR CONTRIBUTED. 
REMAINING SUM NOW URGENTLY NEEDED. 
EXECUTION STUPENDOUS COLLECTIVE UNDER
TAKING GATHERING MOMENTUM, PARALLELING 
EXTRAORDINARY DEVELOPMENTS WORLD 
SCENE, ACCELERATION CONVERSION PEOPLES 
CAUSE GOD, WIDER DIFFUSION MESSAGE BARA'
U'LLAH REMAINING AREAS GLOBE. SUPPLI
CA TING BLESSINGS ALMIGHTY REINFORCE 
EVERY EFFORT HIS DEVOTED FOLLOWERS AC
COMPLISHMENT VITAL TASKS. 

UNIVERSAL HO(;JSE OF JUSTICE 
JANUAR Y 23, 1990 
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World Centre 

New teaching plan for Europe, Asia 

FAR-REACHING EVENTS BEING ENACTED 
WORLD STAGE, PARTICULARLY IN EASTERN 
EUROPE AND SOVIET UNION, ON THRESHOLD 
FINAL FATE-LADEN DECADE CENTURY OF 
LIGHT, PROVIDE FURTHER DRAMATIC EVI
DENCE RESISTLESS OPERATION OF GOD'S MA
JOR PLAN FOR TRANSFORMATION OF HUMAN 
SOCIETY. RAPID UNFORESEEN DEVELOPMENTS 
NECESSITATE CORRESPONDING PARALLEL AC
CELERA TION IN LIFE-GIVING ENTERPRISES BE
ING PURSUED BY INHERITORS BAHA'u'LLAH'S 
RESPLENDENT REVELATION. 
REJOICE THEREFORE ANNOUNCE LAUNCHING 
AT RIDVAN OF SUBSIDIARY TWO-YEAR TEACH
ING PLAN FOR VAST REMAINING REACHES EAST
ERN EUROPE AND ASIA. MOMENTOUS STEP IN
VOL VES FURTHER SYSTEMATIC UNFOLDMENT 
PROVISIONS TABLETS MASTER-PLAN OF 'AB
DU'L-BAHA ALREADY IN ADV ANCED STAGE OF 
OPERATION OTHER AREAS PLANET. REGIONAL 
ENTERPRISE, CONCEIVED IN CONSULTATION IN
TERNA TIONAL TEACHING CENTRE, DESIGNED 
SIGNIFICANTL Y REINFORCE CURRENT SIX YEAR 
GLOBAL PLAN. OBJECTIVES INCLUDE ATTRAC
TION NUMEROUS NEW SUPPORTERS FAITH, 
GREAT INCREASE TRANSLATION, PUBLICATION 
AND DISSEMINATION BAHA'i LITERATURE IN 
REQUISITE LANGUAGES ENTIRE AREA, AND EX
TENSION BENEFICENT INFLUENCE DIVINELY AP
POINTED ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER THROUGH 
ERECTION FRAMEWORK LOCAL NATIONAL BA
HA'i INSTITUTIONS IN AS MANY EASTERN COUN
TRIES AS POSSIBLE UP TO AND INCLUDING RID
VAN 1992. 
CALLING UPON THOSE NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES 
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EUROPE, ASIA AND AMERICA WHICH BEAR PRI
MAR Y RESPONSIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUAL NA
TIONS INVOLVED, TO CONSULT WITH COUN
SELLORS AND FORMULATE DETAILS SPECIFIC 
GOALS INCORPORATING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
THOSE ALREADY ADOPTED AND IN PROCESS AC
COMPLISHMENT UNDER SIX YEAR PLAN. MOVED 
PA Y TRIBUTE PRESENT HOUR REMARKABLE UN
SUNG ACHIEVEMENTS THOSE INSTITUTIONS 
AND INDIVIDUAL BELIEVERS PRESENTLY LA
BORING ADVANCEMENT CAUSE IN EASTERN EU
ROPE AND SOVIET UNION, ACHIEVEMENTS 
WHICH HA VE BLAZED TRAILS FOR COMING 
LARGE-SCALE INITIATIVE. CALL UPON BAHA'I 
WORLD ARISE SUPPORT DIFFUSION WORLD-RE
DEEMING MESSAGE FAITH GOAL AREAS 
THROUGH SETTLEMENT PIONEERS AND 
THROUGH DISPATCH STEADY FLOW TRAVELING 
TEACHERS, ESPECIALLY THOSE WITH KNOWL
EDGE LANGUAGES COUNTRIES AND REPUBLICS 
EASTERN BLOC. 
CONCOMIT ANT THESE MEASURES, VITAL ONGO
ING PROCESS CHINESE TEACHING RECEIVING 
FURTHER IMPETUS. 
BROAD VISTAS NOW OPEN TO FAITH GOD PRO
VIDE UNPRECEDENTED OPPORTUNITIES WIN 
FRESH VICTORIES AS WORTHY OFFERING SA
CRED THRESHOLD BLESSED BEAUTY OCCASION 
COMMEMORATION FIRST CENTENARY HIS AS
CENSION COMING HOLY YEAR. IMPLORING 
ABUNDANT OUTPOURING DIVINE CONFIRMA
TIONS PARTICIPANTS ALL FACETS HISTORIC SIX 
YEAR CAMPAIGN. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE , 
FEBRUARY 8, 1990 
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World Centre 

New compilation on Baba'i elections 

To all National Spiritual Assemblies 
Dear Bahd'( Friends, 

The Universal House of Justice feels it is timely to release 
a compilation on Baba" elections as a useful tool to help 
National Spiritual Assemblies to increase the understanding 
of the believers regarding the nature and sanctity of these 
elections, and to prepare themselves for the expected rapid 
increase in the number of believers. A compilation entitled 
"The Sanctity and Nature of Bah", Elections" has been 
prepared by the Research Department, and a copy is enclos
ed. 

The study of this compilation will require careful and sus
tained planning by the National Spiritual Assemblies and lo
cal Spiritual Assemblies, and it should become part of the 
ongoing program for the deepening of the friends in the 
fundamentals of Baha'! administration. The House of Jus
tice urges all National Spiritual Assemblies to discuss the 
implementation of such a program with the Counsellors, so 
that the rank and file of the believers, with the wholehearted 
support of the Auxiliary Board members and their assis
tants, will appreciate the importance of adhering to Baha'i 
principles in this regard, and carry out all Baha'i elections, 
on the national as well as the unit and local levels, in an ex
emplary manner, in full harmony with the spirit of purity 
and sanctity which must characterize them. 

The Universal House of Justice wishes to stress at this 
point how important it is for all delegates allocated to the 
National Convention to be elected and the desirability of 
having all the elected delegates attend this vital national 
event. It has been noticed that, although attendance at most 
National Conventions is gradually improving, in several 
countries every year not all delegates are being elected, and 
in numerous instances, even when elected, they do not par
ticipate either in person or by sending in their ballots. 

Be assured of ardent prayers in the Holy Shrines that your 
resolute efforts to improve the record of devoted and en
thusiastic participation in delegate elections, National Con
ventions and local Assembly elections will attract the assis
tance and blessings of the divine Concourse. 

With loving Baha'! greetings, 
Universal House of Justice 

Department of the Secretariat 
December 19, 1989 

• 
The Sanctity and Nature of Baha" Elections 

1. Fostering a spiritual attitude toward elections 
From letters written by or on behalf of Shoghi Effendi 

"On the election day, the friends must whole-heartedly 

participate in the elections, in unity and amity, turning their 
hearts to God, detached from all things but Him, seeking 
His guidance and supplicating His aid and bounty." (Feb
ruary 27, 1923, written by Shoghi Effendi to the Baha'is of 
the East; translated from the Persian) (1) 

"Again I earnestly appeal to every one of you, and renew 
my only request with all the ardor of my conviction, to 
make before and during the coining Convention yet another 
effort, this time more spontaneous and selfless than before, 
and endeavor to approach your task-the election of your 
delegates as well as your national and local represen
tatives-with that purity of spirit that can alone obtain om 
Beloved's most cherished desire .... " (February 23, 1924, 
written by Shoghi Effendi to the Baha"s of America, pub
lished in Bahd'( Administration: Selected Messages 
1922-1932, rev. ed. Wilmette: Baha" Publishing Trust, 
1980, p. 65) (2) 

"In discharging this sacred function no influence 
whatever, no pressure from any quarter, even though it be 
from the National Assembly, should under any circum
stances affect their views or restrict their freedom. The dele
gates must be wholly independent of any administrative 
agency, must approach their task with absolute detachment 
and must concentrate their attention on the most important 
and pressing issues." (August 12, 1933, written on behalf of 
Shoghi Effendi to the National Spiritual Assemby of the 
United States and Canada, published in "The National 
Spiritual Assembly," compiled by the Universal House of 
Justice. Wilmette: Baha" Publishing Trust, 1972, p. 24) (3) 

"Such a rectitude of conduct must manifest itself, with 
ever-increasing potency, in every verdict which the elected 
representatives of the Baha'i community, in whatever ca
pacity they may find themselves, may be called upon to pro
nounce. . . . It must be exemplified in the conduct of all 
Baha'! electors, when exercising their sacred rights and 
functions .... " (December 25, 1938, written by Shoghi Ef
fendi to the Baha'!s of the United States and Canada, 
published as The Advent of Divine Justice. Wilmette: Ba
ha'! Publishing Trust, 1984, p. 26) (4) 
From communications written by the Universal House of 
Justice 

"The conditions of limited manpower, of difficulties in 
traveling and of illiteracy among the local people are found 
in varying degrees in other countries of the world, and we 
have always and everywhere urged the National Spiritual 
Assemblies concerned to guide and teach the friends in 
proper Baha'! administrative .procedures, ~ot only ~uring 
the weeks immediately preceding local electIOns but mdeed 
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throughout the year, so that the friends would await the ad
vent of Ri4van with anticipation and determine to observe 
and uphold correct principles of BaM'i administration." 
(From a letter dated September 24, 1973, to a National Spir
itual Assembly) (5) 

"The aim should always be so to educate the friends dur
ing the year that they consider their participation in Baha'i 
elections not only as a right they exercise, but as a spiritual 
obligation which, when discharged in the proper Baha'i 
spirit, contributes to the health and growth of the Baha'i 
community." (From a memorandum dated June 18, 1980, 
to the International Teaching Centre) (6) 

2. Qualifications of those to be elected 
From letters written by Shoghi Effendi 

"Due regard must be paid to their actual capacity and 
present attainments, and only those who are best qualified 
for membership, be they men or women, and irrespective of 
social standing, should be elected to the extremely responsi
ble position of a member of the Bah"i Assembly." (In the 
handwriting of Shoghi Effendi, appended to a letter dated 
December 27, 1923, written on his behalf to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of India and Burma, published in Dawn 
ofa New Day. New Delhi: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 1970, p. 
4) (7) 

"Let us recall His explicit and often repeated assurances 
that every Assembly elected in that rarefied atmosphere of 
selflessness and detachment is in truth appointed of God, 
that its verdict is truly inspired, that one and all should sub
mit to its decision unreservedly and with cheerfulness." 
(February 23, 1924, to the Baha'is of America, published in 
Bohd'( Administration, p. 65) (8) 

"It would be impossible at this stage to ... overestimate 
the unique significance of the institution of the National 
Spiritual Assembly .... Supreme is their position, grave 
their responsibilities, manifold and arduous their duties. 
How great the privilege, how delicate the task of the assem
bled delegates whose function it is to elect such national rep
resentatives as would by their record of service ennoble and 
enrich the annals of the Cause! ... it is incumbent upon 
the chosen delegates to consider without the least trace of 
passion and prejudice, and irrespective of any material con
sideration, the names of only those who can best combine 
the necessary qualities of unquestioned loyalty, of selfless 
devotion, of a well-trained mind, of recognized ability and 
mature experience .... " (June 3,1925, to the delegates and 
visitors of the National Convention of the Baha'is of the 
United States and Canada, published in Baha'( Administra
tion, pp. 87-88) (9) 

". . . the elector . . . is called upon to vote for none but 
those whom prayer and reflection have inspired him to up
hold .... " (May 27, 1927, to the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the United States and Canada, published in Bahd'( 
Administration, p. 136) (10) 
" ... I do not feel it to be in keeping with the spirit of the 
Cause to impose any limitation upon the freedom of the be
lievers to choose those of any race, nationality or tempera
ment who best combine the essential qualifications for 
membership of administrative institutions. They should dis
regard personalities and concentrate their attention on the 
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qualities and requirements of office, without prejudice, pas
sion or partiality. The Assembly should be representative of 
the choicest and most varied and capable elements in every 
Baha'i community .... " (In the handwriting of Shoghi Ef
fendi, appended to a letter dated August 11, 1933, written 
on his behalf to an individual believer, published in Bahd'( 
Institutions. New Delhi: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 1973, pp. 
71-72) (11) 

"If any discrimination is at all to be tolerated, it should 
be a discrimination not against, but rather in favor of the 

'The aim should always be so to educate tbe 
friends during the year that tbey consider tbeir 
participation in Baha'i elections not only as a 
right they exercise, but as a spiritual obligation 
which, when discharged in the proper Baba'f 
spirit, contributes to the health and growtb of tbe 
Baha'i community.' 

minority, be it racial or otherwise .... every organized 
community enlisted under the banner of Baha'u'll8h should 
feel it to be its first and inescapable obligation to nurture, 
encourage and safeguard every minority belonging to any 
faith, race, class or nation within it. So great and vital is this 
principle that in such circumstances, as when an equal num
ber of ballots have been cast in an election, or where the 
qualifications for any office are balanced as between the va
rious races, faiths or nationalities within the community, 
priority should unhesitatingly be accorded the party repre
senting the minority, and this for no other reason except to 
stimulate and encourage it, and afford it an opportunity to 
further the interests of the community .... " (December 25, 
1938, published as The Advent of Divine Justice, p. 35) (12) 

"The electors . . . must prayerfully and devotedly and 
after meditation and reflection elect faithful, sincere, ex
perienced, capable and competent souls who are worthy of 
membership .... " (July I, 1943, to the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Persia; translated from the Persian) (13) 
From letters written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi 

" ... concerning the qualifications of the members of the 
Spiritual Assembly: there is a distinction of fundamental 
importance which should be always remembered in this con
nection, and this is between the Spiritual Assembly as an in
stitution, and the persons who compose it. These are by no 
means supposed to be perfect, nor can they be considered as 
being inherently superior to the rest of their fellow-believ
ers. It is precisely because they are subject to the same hu
man limitations that characterize the other members of the 
community that they have to be elected every year. The exis
tence of elections is a sufficient indication that Assembly 
members, though. forming part of an institution that is di
vine and perfect, are nevertheless themselves imperfect. But 
this does not necessarily imply that their judgment is defec
tive .... " (November 15, 1935, to individual believers, 
published in "The Local Spiritual Assembly," compiled by 
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the Universal House of Justice. Wilmette: BaM'i Publish
ingTrust, 1970, p. 9) (14) 

"A believer has the right to vote for himself during the 
election time, if he COnscientiously feels the urge to do so. 
This does not necessarily imply that he is ambitious or 
selflSh, for he might conscientiously believe that his 
qualifications entitle him to membership in a Baha'i ad
ministrative body, and he might be right. The essential, 
however, is that he should be sincere in his belief, and 
should act according to the dictates of his conscience. More
over, membership in an Assembly or committee is a form of 
service, and should not be looked upon as a mark of in
herent superiority, or a means for self-praise." (March 27, 
1938, to an individual believer, published in Dawn of a New 
Day. pp. 200-201) (IS) 

"There is no objection in principle to an Assembly being 
re-elected, whether in toto or in part, provided the members 
are considered to be well-qualified for that post. It is in
dividual merit that counts. Novelty or the mere act of re
newal of elections are purely secondary considerations. 
Changes in Assembly membership should be welcome so far 
as they do not prejudice the quality of such membership. 
Once Assembly elections are over, the results should be con
scientiously and unquestionably accepted by the entire body 
of the believers, not necessarily because they represent the 
voice of truth or the will of Baha'u'llah, but for the supreme 
purpose of maintaining unity and harmony in the commu
nity .... " (July 10, 1939, to an individual believer, pub
lished in "Directives from the Guardian," compiled by Ger
trude Garrida. New Delhi: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 1973, 
p.23) (16) 

"In regard to your question about qualifications of dele
gates and Assembly members: the qualifications which he 
outlined are really applicable to anyone we elect to a Baha'i 
office, whatever its nature. But these are only an indication, 
they do not mean people who don't fulfill them cannot be 
elected to office. We must aim as high as we can. He does 
not feel the friends should attach so much importance to 
limitations-such as people perhaps not being able to attend 
Assembly or Convention meetings, because if they do, then 
the fundamental concept of everyone being willing to do Ba
ha'i service on administrative bodies will be weakened, and 
the friends may be tempted to vote for those who because of 
independent means or circumstances in their lives are freer 
to come and go but less qualified to serve." (October 24, 
1947, to the National Spiritual Assembly of the British Isles, 
published in Unfolding Destiny: The Messages from the 
Guardian of the Bahd'( Faith to the Bahd'( Community of 
the British Isles. London: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 1981, p. 
207) (17) 
From a memorandum written by the Universal House of 
Justice 

"Also relevant to this question is the statement made by 
'Abdu'l-Baha in one of His Tablets to the effect that a voter 
should make his choice from among those whose good 
name has been widely diffused. 

"Inevitably, in any form of election, worthy individuals 
fail to be elected simply because they are not widely known. 
This is true in the system that uses nominations and elec
tioneering as it will be in the Baha'i system. However, this is 

not the point. Election to an Assembly, from a Baha'i point 
of view, is not a right that people are entitled to, or an 
honor to which they should aspire; it is a duty and respon
sibility to which they may be called. The purpose is that 
those who are elected to an Assembly should be the most 
worthy for this service; this does not and cannot mean that 
all those who are worthy will be elected. 

"It is expected that in the future ... there will be very 
large numbers of individuals who have the qualities which 
make them fit for service on Spiritual Assemblies. Of these 
only a few can be elected at anyone time. It is also expected 
that, through training and experience in the process and 
spirit of Baha'i elections, the members of the electorate will 
have raised their consciousness of their responsibility· to 
vote for only those who satisfy the requirements that the 
Guardian has outlined. They will, therefore, see it as their 
continuing duty to familiarize themselves with the character 
and abilities of those who are active in the community so 
that, when the time for an election comes, they will already 
have some idea of the people from among whom they must 
make their choice." (November 16, 1988, to the Interna
tional Teaching Centre) (18) 

3. The non-political character of elections 
From letters written by or on behalf of Shoghi Effendi 

"Beware, beware lest the foul odor of the parties and 
peoples of foreign lands in the West, and their pernicious 
methods, such as intrigues, party politics and propagan
da-practices which are abhorrent even in name-should 
ever reach the Baht'i community, exert any influence what
soever upon the friends, and thus bring all spirituality to 
naught .... " (January 30, 1923, written by Shoghi Effendi 
to a Spiritual Assembly; translated from the Persian) (19) 

"One's vote should be kept confidential. It is not per
missible to make any reference whatsoever to individual 
names. The friends must avoid the evil methods and detes
table practices of the politicians. They must turn completely 
to God, and with a purity of motive, a freedom of spirit and 
a sanctity of heart, participat~ in the elections .... " 
(January 16, 1932, written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to a 
Spiritual Assembly; translated from the Persian) (20) 

"Let them exercise the utmost vigilance so that the elec
tions are carried out freely, universally and by secret ballot. 
Any form of intrigue, deception, collusion or compUlsion 
must be stopped and is forbidden." (March 8, 1932, written 
on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to a local Spiritual Assembly; 
translated from the Persian) (21) 

"The strength and progress of the Baha'i community de:
pend upon the election of pure, faithful and active 
souls .... Canvassing is abhorred .... " (April 9, 1932, 
written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to a local Spiritual As
sembly; translated from the Persian) (22) 
From letters written on behalf of the Universal House of 
Justice 

"As you know very well, the method of Baha'i elections 
is at complete variance with the methods and practices of 
elections in political systems. The beloved Guardian has 
pointed out to us that should we follow the method of the 
politicians in our Baha'i elections, misunderstandings and 
differences will arise, chaos and confusion will ensue, mis-
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chief will abound and the confirmations of God will be cut 
off from that Baha'i community. In view of these grave 
warnings, the utmost care must always be exercised so that 
the purity and spiritual character of Baha'{ elections are 
maintained and preserved. 

"When one sees some inexperienced or immature Baha'{s 
indulge in electioneering, either openly or secretly, far from 
being tempted to imitate them, one should resolutely arise 
and through proper administrative channels and procedures 
assist in eradicating such tendencies and cleansing the Ba
bj'{ community from such evil influences." (December 6, 
1971, to an individual believer) (23) 

" ... the Baha'{s, particularly prominent Baha'fs, should 
avoid doing anything which might create a wrong impres
sion and give rise to accusations by uninformed Baha'fs of 
electioneering." (April 1', 1986, to a National Spiritual As
~hl~ ~~ 
4. The absence of nominations 
From letters written by or on behalf of Shoghi Effendi 

"I feel that reference to personalities before the election 
would give rise to misunderstanding and differences. What 
the friends should do is get thoroughly acquainted with one 
another, to exchange views, to mix freely and discuss among 
themselves the requirements and qualifications for such a 
membership without reference or application, however in
direct, to particular individuals. We should refrain from in
fluencing the opinion of others .... " (May 14, 1927, writ
ten by Shoghi Effendi to the Spiritual Assembly of Akron, 
Ohio, published in the U.S. "Baha'{ News Letter," no. 18, 
June 1927, p. 9) (25) 

". . . the practice of nomination, so detrimental to the 
atmosphere of a silent and prayerful election, is viewed with 
mistrust inasmuch as it gives the right to the majority of a 
body that, in itself, under the present circumstances, often 
constitutes a minority of all the elected delegates, to deny 
that God-given right of every elector to vote only in favor of 
those whom he is conscientiou,'1ly convinced are the most 
worthy candidates .... " (May 27, 1927, written by Shoghi 
Effendi to the National Spiritual Assembly of the United 
States and Canada, published in Bahd'{ Administration, p. 
136) (26) 

•• As to the practice of nomination in Baha'{ elections, this 
the Guardian firmly believes to be in fundamental disaccord 
with the spirit which should animate and direct all elections 
held by the BaM'{s, be they of a local or national character 
and importance. It is, indeed, the absence of such a practice 
that constitutes the distinguishing feature and the marked 
superiority of the Baha'{ electoral methods over those com
monly associated with political parties and factions. The 
practice of nomination, being thus contrary to the spirit of 
Baha'i administration, should be totally discarded by all the 
friends. For otherwise the freedom of the Baha'{ elector in 
choosing the members of any Baha'{ Assembly will be seri
ously endangered, leaving the way open for the domination 
of personalities. Not only that, but the mere act of nomina
tion leads eventually to the formation of parties- a thing 
which is totally alien to the spirit of the Cause. 
"In addition to these serious dangers, the practice of nom
ination has the great disadvantage of killing in the believer 
the spirit of initiative, and of self-development. Baha'{ elec-
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toral procedures and methods have, indeed, for one of their 
essential purposes the development in every believer of the 
spirit of responsibility. By emphasizing the necessity of 
maintaining his full freedom in the elections, they make it 
incumbent upon him to become an active and well-informed 
member of the Baha'{ community in which he lives. To be 
able to make a wise choice at the election time, it is neces
sary for him to be in close and continued contact with all of 
his fellow-believers, to keep in touch with all local activities, 
be they teaching, administrative or otherwise, and to fully 
and whole-heartedly participate in the affairs of the local as 

'The beloved Guardian has pointed out to us that 
should we follow the method of the politicians in 
our Baha'i elections, misutftlerstandings and dif
ferences will arise, chaos and confusion will en
sue, mischief will abound and the confirmations 
of God will be cut off from that Baha'i communi
ty. ' 

well as national committees and Assemblies in his country. 
It is only in this way that a believer can develop a true social 
consciousness, and acquire a true sense of responsibility in 
matters affecting the interests of the Cause. Baha'{ com
munity life thus makes it a duty for every loyal and faithful 
believer to become an intelligent, well-informed and respon
sible elector, and also gives him the opportunity of raising 
himself to such a station. And since the practice of nomina
tion hinders the development of such qualities in the believ
er, and in addition leads to corruption and partisanship, it 
has to be entirely discarded in all Baha'i elections." (Feb
ruary 4, 1935, written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an in
dividual believer, published in The Light of Divine Guid
ance: The Messages from the Guardian of the Bahd'{ Faith 
to the Bahd'{s of Germany and Austria, vol. 1. Hofheim
Langenhain: BaM'{-Verlag, 1982, pp. 67-68) (27) 

"The elections, especially when annual, give the com
munity a good opportunity to remedy any defect or im
perfection from which the Assembly may suffer as a result 
of the actions of its members. Thus a safe method has been 
established whereby the quality of membership in Baha'i 
Assemblies can be continually raised and improved. But, as 
already stated, the institution of the Spiritual Assembly 
should under no circumstances be identified with, or be esti
mated merely through, the personal qualifications of the 
members that compose it." (November IS, 1935, written on 
behalf of Shoghi Effendi to individual believers, published 
in "The Local Spiritual Assembly," pp. 9-10) (28) 

From a memorandum written by the Universal House of 
Justice 

"The fundamental difference between the system of can
didature and the Baha'i system is that, in the former, in
dividuals, or those who nominate them, decide that they 
should be placed in positions of authority and put them
selves forward to be voted into it. In the Baha'i system it is 
the mass of the electorate which makes the decision. If an 
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individual ostentatiously places himself in the public eye 
with the seeming purpose of getting people to vote for him, 
the members of the electorate regard this as self-conceit and 
are affronted by it; they learn to distinguish between some
one who is well-known as an unintentional result of active 
public service and someone who makes an exhibition of 
himself merely to attract votes." (November 16, 1988, to 
the International Teaching Centre) (29) 

5. Participation in elections 
From letters written by Shoghi Effendi 

"These local Spiritual Assemblies will have to be elected 
directly by the friends, and every declared believer of 21 
years and above, far from standing aloof and assuming an 
indifferent or independent attitude, should regard it his 
sacred duty to take part, conscientiously and diligently, in 
the election, the consolidation, and the efficient working of 
his own local Assembly." (March 12, 1923, to the Baha'is 
of the West, Japan and Australasia, published in Bahd'( 
Administration, p. 39) (30) 

"It would also appear to me unobjectionable to enable 
and even to require in the last resort such delegates as can
not possibly undertake the journey to the seat of the Baha'i 
Convention to send their votes. . . . It should, however, be 
made clear to every elected delegate-who should be con
tinually reminded-that it is a sacred responsibility and ad
mittedly preferable to attend if possible in person the ses
sions of the Convention, to take an active part in all its pro
ceedings, and to acquaint his fellow-workers on his return 
with the accomplishments, the decisions, and the aspira
tions of the assembled representatives of the American be
lievers." (October 24, 1925, to the National Spiritual As
sembly of the United States and Canada, published in Ba
hd'( Administration, pp. 91-92) (31) 

"I feel I must reaffirm the vital importance and necessity 
of the right of voting-a sacred responsibility of which no 
adult recognized believer should be deprived .... This dis
tinguishing right which the believer possesses however does 
not carry with it nor does it imply an obligation to cast his 
vote, if he feels that the circumstances under which he lives 
do not justify or allow him to exercise that right intelligently 
and with understanding. This is a matter which should be 
left to the individual to decide for himself according to his 
own conscience and discretion. . . ." (In the handwriting of 
Shoghi Effendi, appended to a letter dated April 28, 1935, 
written on his behalf to the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the United States and Canada, published in Messages to 
America: Selected Letters and Cablegrams Addressed to the 
IklM'(s of North America 1932-1946. Wilmette: Baha'f 
Publishing Committee, 1947, pp. 3-4) (32) 

From communications written by or on behalf of the 
Universal House of Justice 

"In the matter of attendance of delegates at Conventions, 
the desirability of the friends themselves being self
supporting should be pointed out by the National Assem
bly. If a delegate cannot pay his own expenses in attending 
the Convention, the local Assembly or the believers in the 
electoral unit from which the delegate comes should be en
couraged by the National Assembly to defray such ex
penses, so that only when funds are unavailable from those 

sources, the National Assembly is approached to consider 
offering financial assistance. . . ." (From a letter dated 
February 9, 1967, written by the Universal House of Justice 
to all National Spiritual Assemblies, published in Lights of 
Guidance: A BaM '( Reference File, compiled by Helen 
Hornby. New Delhi: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 1983, p. 143) (33) 

"There is no minimum of ballots required for an election 
to be considered valid, either in the case of a local Spiritual 
Assembly or of delegates to the National Convention. 
Nevertheless, it is desirable that every eligible voter take 
part, and your Assembly should encourage all believers to 
do so .... " (From a letter dated July 10, 1980, written on 
behalf of the Universal House of Justice to a National Spir
itual Assembly) (34) 

"In general, if a delegate to the National Convention is 
unable to pay his own travel expenses, the believers from the 
electoral unit from which the delegate comes should be en
couraged by the National Spiritual Assembly to defray such 
expenses. If funds are unavailable from this source, the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly may be approached to consider 
offering fmancial assistance. The National Assembly is not 
under obligation to do so. It may choose to pay only a por
tion of the travel expenses of a delegate, such as the return • 
portion of the transportation cost. . .. 

"The Counsellors should not hesitate to draw the atten
tion of the National Spiritual Assembly to the need to foster 
good attendance of delegates at the National Convention, 
and to offer advice on the merits of provision of financial 
assistance to delegates. In addition, the Counsellors should 
emphasize to the community, through the Auxiliary Board 
members and their assistants, the value of believers in each 
unit area providing financial help to the delegate they have 
elected to participate in the deliberations of the National 
Convention. The vital responsibility of each delegate to cast 
his ballot by mail, if he is unable to attend in person, should 
also be emphasized. " (From a memorandum dated Novem
ber 14, 1988, written by the Universal House of Justice to 
the International Teaching Centre) (35) 

6. The role of the National Spiritual Assembly 

From letters written by or on behalf of Shoghi Effendi 

"The seating of delegates to the Convention, i.e. the right 
to decide upon the validity of the credentials of the delegates 
at a given Convention is vested in the outgoing National As
sembly, and the right to decide who has the voting privilege 
is also ultimately placed in the hands of the National 
Spiritual Assembly .... " (January 29, 1925, written by 
Shoghi Effendi to the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States and Canada, published in Baha'( Administra
tion, p. 80) (36) 

"He considers that the National Spiritual Assembly has 
every right to examine the ballots if there is some doubt as 
to the election having been properly conducted. By 'preser
vation' of the ballots is meant that they are preserved in the 
national files." (March 14, 1947, written on behalf of 
Shoghi Effendi to the National Spiritual Assembly of Aus
tralia and New Zealand, published in Letters from the 
Guardian to Australia and New Zealand, 1923-1957. Syd
ney: National Spiritual. Assembly of Australia, 1970, p. (~ 
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United States 

Maryland U. to have Baba'i Peace Chair 

On January 26, the U.S. National 
Spiritual Assembly met with represen
tatives of the University of Maryland 
in College Park to sign an historic 
Memorandum of Understanding to es
tablish a Baha'i Chair for World Peace 
at the university's Center for Interna
tional Development and Conflict Man
agement (CIDCM). 

Representing the university were Dr. 
Abdel R. Oman, acting director of the 
CIDCM; Dean Murray Polakoff of the 
School of Social and Behavioral Sci
ences; and Dr. Soheil Bushrui, a Baha'i 
who is a visiting professor at the 
CIDCM and director of the Baha'i 
Chair. 

A view of the luncheon hosted at the 
University of Maryland's Adult Educa
tion Center by the U.S. National Spir-
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The Chair for World Peace, the first 
Baha'i Chair to be established at any 
university, is "dedicated to the ad
vancement of knowledge in matters of 
conflict resolution and the promotion 
of peace and prosperity throughout the 
world." 

Its purposes, as outlined in the Mem
orandum of Understanding, are: 

(1) to conduct and publish research, 
design courses and conduct seminars in 
the field of Baha" studies and world 
peace within an interdisciplinary con
text; 

(2) to initiate public forums for dis
cussing the issues proposed in the Uni
versal House of Justice's peace state-

itual Assembly and the University's 
Center for International Development 
and Conflict Management. 

ment, "The Promise of World Peace"; 
and 

(3) to establish academic relations 
with and provide technical assistance 
to Baha'i institutions in the fields of 
peace education and international de
velopment. 

The establishment of the Baha'i 
Chair requires an endowment of Sl.S 
million. The U.S. Baha'i community, 
aided by the CIDCM, will raise the 
necessary funds to enable the Chair to 
become operative no later than July 1, 
1991. 

Following the signing of the Memo
randum of Understanding, the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly and CIDCM 
hosted a luncheon for some llS Ba
ha'is and their guests at the university's 
Center for Adult Education. 

Dean Polakoff presided, explaining 
in his opening remarks the vital need 
for the spiritual perspective the Chair 
will provide in the study of world peace 
and conflict resolution. 

Other speakers were Dr. James A. 
Norton, chancellor of the University of 
Maryland System; Judge Dorothy W. 
Nelson, chairman of the National Spir
itual Assembly; Dr. William F. Gib
son, chairman of the National Board 
of Directors of the National Associa
tion for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP); Dr. Firuz Kazemza
deh, the National Assembly secretary 
for External Affairs; and Dr. Bushrui. 

"Throughout the world," said Dr. 
Norton, "countries are tearing down 
the old systems of government and set
ting up new ones to help in the quest 
for peace and stability. 

"Though fragile, these governments 
today hold great promise for helping! 
achieve world peace tomorrow.1 
Through the sort of academic dis 
course made possible by the Bahi' 
Chair, we at the University of Mary 
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Signing the MemoranUi4:n of Under
standing to establish a Bahci'{ Chair for 
World Peace at the University of 
Maryland's Center for International 
Development and Conflict Manage-

land can be active partners in this 
evolving process." 

After noting the historic significance 
of the occasion. Judge Nelson pre
sented the National Assembly's check 
for $300,000 toward endowment of the 
Chair to Chancellor Norton and Dean 
Polakoff. 

She then made the surprise an
nouncement that another $50.000 had 
been contributed anonymously by a 
couple in the audience. 

In his keynote address. Dr. Gibson 
related racism and ethnic conflicts to 
themes outlined in the peace statement. 

"Prejudice and war," he said. 
"have been expressions of the imma
ture stages in a vast historical process. 

.. As a civil rights leader who has 
seen America grow uP. to some extent. 
and develop through similar stages of 
infancy and childhood in its race rela
tions. I have faith, despite the many 
trials and tribulations we've faced in 
the 'movement,' that this nation and 
this world community will ultimately 
mature." 

ment are (left to right) Judge Dorothy 
W. Nelson, chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahci'is of 
the United States; Dean Murray Pola
koff of the University of Maryland's 

Dr. Kazemzadeh spoke about the 
purpose of the Chair, after which Dr. 
Bushrui closed the proceedings with a 
tribute to Dr. Edward Azar, director of 
the CIDCM, who first proposed the 
idea of a Baha'i Chair for World Peace 
at the university in a letter to the Uni
versal House of Justice. 

Dr. Azar's letter was a response to 
the House of Justice's statement in 
"The Promise of World Peace" offer
ing the Baha'i community as "a model 
for study" of the way in which people 
of diverse backgrounds can learn to 
live together in peace. 

Dr. Azar, who was too ill to attend 
the signing, was given nine red roses by 
the National Assembly and CIDCM as 
a token of their appreciation for his 
work on behalf of the Chair. 

Before the signing, Judge Nelson 
had received from Dean Polakoff two 
beautifully framed paintings commis
sioned by the CIDCM, entitled "Dawn 
of the Dove," as gifts from the univer
sity to the Universal House of Justice 
and the National Spiritual Assembly. 

! $" .rs-S 

School of Social and Behavioral Sci
ences; and Dr. Abdel R. Omran, acting 
director of the CIDCM. Looking on 
are other members of the U. S. Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. 

Keynote speaker at the luncheon was 
Dr. William F. Gibson, chairman of 
the National Board of Directors of the 
National Association for the Advance
ment of Colored People (NAACP). 
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Retrospective 

Baba'i Council: harbinger of growth 

We often hear that ours is a growing, 
evolving, organic Faith, and yet, being 
so close to the beginnings of so many 
things (the Universal House of Justice, 
the International Teaching Centre, the 
building of the Arc, and so on), it can 
be hard to see the entire growth pro
cess. There is, however, one brief chap
ter in recent Baha'i annals where the 
process of growth can be seen in its full 
sequence, from embryonic seedling to 
mature institution, and that is in the 
history of the International Baha'i 
Council. 

The BaM'i Council had a life-span 
of only 12 years and some months, but 
in that brief time it grew and changed 
dramatically and bore its mature fruit: 
the Universal House of Justice. 

From the time of 'Abdu'l-Baha the 
intention existed to form the interna
tional governing body that BaM'u'llah 
had ordained for His Faith. This goal 
was one of the first concerns of Shoghi 
Effendi during his early years as Guar
dian of the Faith. As he learned that 
the Baha'is (in the 1920s) had an insuf
ficient understanding of the form and 
nature of BaM'u'llah's Administrative 
Order, he realized that the creation of 
an international body could not be an 
early accomplishment. First, he had to 
teach the BaM'i world how to build 
and operate the Administrative Order 
so that a firm foundation on which to 
rest would be ready for the Universal 
House of Justice. The process took 
some 30 years. 

In February 1951 the Baha'i world 
was stunned to read this headline in 
Baha'i News: "Epoch Making Decis
ion Formation First International Ba
ha'i Council." The Council's functions 
were threefold: (1) to build a positive 
relationship with the authorities in the 

This article on the International Ba
ha'I Council was written for Baha'i 
News by Duane L. Herrmann, a Baha'i 
who lives in Berryton, Kansas. 
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newly formed state of Israel; (2) to help 
the Guardian finish erecting the super
structure of the Shrine of the Bab; and 
(3) to negotiate matters of personal sta
tus with the authorities. In an area 
where the court system was organized 
along religious lines, there was no 
court system for Baha'is. To these re
sponsibilities others would be added in 
the future. 

Concerning the future of the Coun
cil, the Guardian referred to "its trans
formation into (a) duly elected body, 
its efflorescence into (the) Universal 
House of Justice, and its final fruition 
through (the) erection (of) manifold 
auxiliary institutions constituting (the) 
world Administrative Centre .... "I 
We see the fulfillment of this expecta
tion today as plans for the remaining 
buildings on the Arc are set in motion. 

The Hand of the Cause of God Ama
tu'I-BaM Ruhiyyih Khanum indicates 
in The Priceless Pearl that the first 
members of the Council were drawn 
from BaM'is livind in the Holy Land 
and others summoned by the Guardian 
for that purpose: " ... when Lotfullah 
Hakim (the first to arrive), Jessie and 
Ethel Revell, followed by Amelia Col
lins and Mason Remey were all gath
ered at table one day in the Western 
Pilgrim House, with Gladys Weeden 
and her husband Ben who were already 
living there, the Guardian announced 
to us his intention of constituting, out 
of that group, an International Coun
cil, we were all overcome by the un
precedented nature of this step he was 
taking and the infinite bounty it con
ferred upon those present as well as the 
entire Baha'i world." 2 The announce
ment was as much a shock to them as 
the later cable was to the Baha'i world. 
The cable the Revell sisters received 
summoning them to Haifa had read 
simply: "Welcome your presence 
Haifa-Shoghi." 3 

The members of the Council were 

immediately involved in the work at 
the World Centre, and new responsi
bilities were added almost daily. In 
June 1951, Bahd'i News included a 
lengthy letter from the Council con
cerning work on the Shrine of the Bab 
and other accomplishments. The open
ing paragraph explains that "he (the 
Guardian) has given us the privilege 
and joy of keeping our fellow Baha'is 
informed. . . ." 4 The letter gives his
torical and current details of the con
struction of the Shrine of the Bab and 
the extension of its terraces, and visits 
of members of the Council with the Is
raeli Minister for Religious Affairs, the 
mayors of Haifa and 'Akka, the mili
tary governor of Galilee, and the U.S. 
ambassador to Israel. 

The creation of the Council itself 
made news in Israel, and its establish
ment helped the authorities there to 
understand more clearly that the Faith 
was an independent world religion. 
These were side benefits of immense 
value. During the first months of the 
Council's existence, without any initia
tive on the part of the Baha'is, the keys I 

to the cell where BaM'u'llah was incar- . 
cerated in the Most Great Prison of· 
'Akka were given to the Baha'is, in-! 
dicating that it was to be a Baha'i Holy 
Place. 

Amatu'I-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum 
provided a glimpse of the manner in 
which the Council functioned in its ear
ly years: "Its members received their 
instructions from him (the Guardian) 
individually, in the informal atmo
sphere of the dinners at the Pilgrim 
House table, and not formally as a 
body; its meetings were infrequent as 
all its members were kept constantl 
busy with the many tasks allotted t 
them." 5 It was not a consultative bod 
as we understand the term, but consul 
tation was not its purpose. The Guar 
dian did not need to consult. Th 
Council was instead the administrativ 
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device used by the Guardian for the 
operation of the World Centre. 

The Council also educated the non
Baha'i public in the nature of the 
World Centre and the Administrative 
Order. "Skillfully, Sho~hi Effendi us
ed this new institution to create in the 
minds of government and city officials 
the image of a body of an international 
character handling the administrative 
affairs at the World Centre." 6 This 
has borne fruit in the present cordial 
relations enjoyed by the Faith with the 
city of Haifa and the state of Israel. 

The Council's membership was al
tered slightly the next year, and its in
ternational character was expanded. In 
March 1952, U go Giachery and Leroy 
loas were added to the Council. The 
officers remained essentially the same: 
Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih KMnum, liai
son to the Guardian; Mason Remey, 
president; Amelia Collins, vice-presi
dent; Jessie Revell, treasurer; Lutful
lah Hakim, eastern secretary; Ethel 
Revell, western secretary; and now, 
Ugo Giachery, member-at-Iarge, and 
Leroy loas, secretary-general. Five of 
the eight were Hands of the Cause of 
God. Council membership would re
main steady until 1955 when Sylvia 
Ioas was appointed, raising the number 
of members to nine. 

Among the tasks given to Council 
members by the Guardian was that of 
representing him at various interna
tional conferences. In 1952, Mason 
Remey, Ugo Giachery and Leroy Ioas 
were sent to conferences in New Delhi, 
Stockholm and Kampala, Uganda. At 
the same time, Amatu'I-Baha Rtihiyyih 
Khanum and Amelia Collins were sent 
to the international conference and 
dedication of the House of Worship in 
Wilmette, Illinois. They brought with 
them a copy of the portrait of Baha'
u'llah, a gift from the Guardian to the 
House of Worship. 

In a letter to the American Baha'i 
community dated July 19, 1956, the 
Guardian listed some of the accomp
lishments of the International Baha'i 
Council. They included "stupendous 
work" for "the expansion and consoli
dation of the international institutions 
of the Faith .... The erection of the 
International Archives ... the exten
sion of the international Baha'i endow
ments on the slopes of ~tount Carmel; 
the formation of several Israel branch
es of Baha'i National Spiritual Assem-

blies; the embellishment of the pre
cincts of the resting-places of both the 
Bab and BaM'u'llah; the purchase of 
the site of the first Mashriqu'I-AdhkAr 
of the Holy Land; the preparation of 
the designs for the International Baha'i 
Archives on Mount Carmel, and the 
~Iother Temples of Persia and Africa; 
the inauguration of the preliminary 
steps for the eventual construction of 
Baha'u'lhih's Holy Sepulchre; the 
measures adopted, with the assistance 
of various officials of the State of Is
rael, for the eviction of the Covenant
breakers from the immediate precincts 
of the Shrine of BaM'u'llah ... " 7 

Needless to say, this work was a tre
mendous help to the Guardian. 

After the passing of Shoghi Effendi 
in November 1957, the Council contin
ued to carry out its duties at the World 
Centre under the direction of the body 
of the Hands of the Cause residing in 
the Holy Land, nine of whom had been 
elected by the rest of the Hands to 
oversee the affairs of the Baha'i world 
in carrying on the work of the Guar
dian. The Hands of the Cause did this 
because they ranked directly below the 
Guardian, whereas the Council had no 
authority of its own. After consulta
tion, the body of the Hands wrote on 
~ovember 26, 1957, reaffirming to the 
Baha'i world the purpose of the Inter
national Council: "As to the Interna
tional Baha'i Council ... that body 
will in the course of time finally fulfill 
its purpose through the formation of 
the Universal House of Justice .... " 8 

Two years later the Hands of the 
Cause wrote: "The members of all the 
National and Regional Spiritual As
semblies of the Baha'i world, duly con
stituted in RiQvan 1960, will take part 
in a postal ballot to elect nine members 
to the International Council. (It would) 
serve a two-year term of office, and 
-:ease to exist upon the occasion of the 
election of the Universal House of Jus
tice." 9 This election would serve as a 
forerunner of the impending election 
of the House of Justice. All members 
of the Baha'i world were eligible for 
election to the Council, but the Hands 
of the Cause excluded themselves in a 
remarkable act of self-abnegation. 

On April 29, 1961, the Hands of the 
Cause sent a cable from the Holy Land 
proclaiming the results of the election 
of the International BaM'i Council: 
"Joyfully announce membership: Jes-

sie Revell, Ali Nakhjavani, Lotfullah 
Hakim, Ethel Revell, Charles Wolcott, 
Sylvia Ioas, Mildred Mottahedeh, Ian 
Semple, Borrah Kavelin." This was in
deed historic news, the first interna
tional, democratic election in the his
tory of mankind. The Council had 
taken another large step toward its des
tiny to evolve into the Universal House 
of Justice. 

The newly elected Council continued 
its former duties with the addition of 
those necessary to ensure the establish
ment of the Universal House of Justice 
and others deemed necessary by the 
Hands of the Cause, one of which was 
the publication of a newsletter from 
the World Centre. Seven issues of this 
newsletter were published on behalf of 
the Hands during the next two years. 

The last months in the life of the 
Council were devoted to preparations 
for the first International Baha'i Con
vention. Members of National Spir
itual Assemblies would arrive from all 
over the world, with 288 of the 504 in
dividual members able to attend. Char
lotte Linfoot, long-time assistant sec
retary of the U.S. National Spiritual 
Assembly, later recollected, "This was 
the greatest mass pilgrimage ever to 
have been made to the World Centre of 
our Faith." 11 Before the Convention, 
all were given an opportunity to pray at 
the Holy Shrines. 

On the morning of the first day of 
RiQvan B.E. 120, 100 years after 
Baha'u'Uah had announced His Rev
elation to mankind, ballots were cast to 
elect the first Universal House of Jus
tice. The purpose and life of the Baha'i 
Council had come to an end; the inten
tion of the Guardian, the hopes of 'Ab
du'I-Baha, and the Plan of Baha'u'Uah 
had been fulfilled. The Supreme Body 
of the Faith, "the source of all good 
and freed from all error." had become 
a physical reality. 
NOTES 

1. BaM'{ News, February 1951, p. I. 
2. Ruhiyyih Rabbani, The Priceless Pe;;ri 

(London: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 1969), 
pp. 251-52. 
3. Baha'{ News, February 1951, p. 2. 
4. BaM'{ News, June 1951. p. 1. 
5. The Priceless Pearl, p. 253. 
6. ibid. 
7. The BaM'{ World, XIII (1954-63), p. 

395. 
8. BaM'{ News, January 1958, p. 2. 
9. Baha'{ News, December 1959, p. 2. 

10. BaM'{ News, June 1961, p. 10. 
11. The BaM'( World, XIV (1963-68). 
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The world 

62 young Baha'is visit Soviet Union 

A group of Youth Ambassadors 
from eight countries toured the Soviet 
Union last November 29-December 9 
under the auspices of Youth Ambas
sadors International (YAI) of Wash
ington state and the Foundation for 
Social Innovation (FSI) in Moscow. 

Sixty-two Baha'is were among the 
group which sought to further the two 
agencies' goal of bridging cultural gaps 
through youth and teacher exchanges. 

In 1988, when 14 young Soviets were 
hosted by the Baha'is at a summer 
camp in Hawaii, Y AI and FSI were in
troduced to the Universal House of 
Justice's peace statement, found it to 
be supportive of their mission, and in
vited the Baha'is to come and share it 

Japan 

Fariburz Sahba, architect of the Baha'( 
House of Worship in India and man
ager of the Arc Project on Mount Car
mel in Haifa, Israel, addresses a meet
ing of architects and artists held last 
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with Soviet youth. 
The members of the "Promise of 

World Peace" tour spent five days in 
Moscow and four in Kazan, capital of 
the Tatar ASSR. 

The group was invited to a youth 
congress held to launch a Moscow 
branch of the School for Planetary 
Thought. During that event the peace 
statement was briefly examined, and 
Baha'u'llah was named as Author of 
its fundamental principles. The talk 
received a standing ovation. 

The young ambassadors visited the 
Home for Children of Dysfunctional 
Families near Moscow, and presented a 
copy of the peace statement to its di
rector. 

November in Tokyo, Japan. Auxiliary 
Board member Kimiko Schwerin, seat
ed next to Mr. Sahba, is translating his 
remarks into Japanese. 

Copies of the statement were also 
presented during a visit to the Pushkin 
estate and new Pushkin Museum out
side Moscow. In return, the group was 
invited to develop a summer work
study program whereby western youth 
could "earn rubles" working side by 
side with Soviet youth in crafts. arch
aeological and restoration projects. 

Among a number of "firsts" en
joyed by the visitors was the invitation 
to visit Kazan, where they spent four 
days touring schools and visiting pri
vate homes. 

They were the first group from out
side the Soviet Union ever asked to ad
dress the problem of youth gangs in 
Kazan. At a meeting with gang mem
bers a documentary on youth gangs 
was shown, after which copies of the 
peace statement were given out. 

Another first was a forum at Kazan 
University where the Student League 
arranged for the Baha'is to speak to 
250-300 students. After the talk, the 
students spontaneously formed 20 
small discussion groups, eager to dis
cuss the ideas they had heard. The stu
dents accepted hundreds of copies of 
the peace statement. 

Media coverage of the nine-day tour 
included three television interviews 
with Baha'is who introduced the peace 
statement and spoke freely about the 
Faith. One newspaper printed an edi
torial about the peace statement, and 
another in Moscow printed a brief arti
cle about the meeting with the youth 
congress. 

Tour T-shirts, which read "Youth 
Ambassadors Peace Tour" on the 
front and "World Peace Is Not Only 
Possible But Inevitable" on the back. 
in Russian and English, proved quite 
popular, and 86 were given away along 
with many Peace Tour and Baha'i but
tons and the contents of nine boxes of 
Baha'i literature which included 3,000 
copies of the peace statement. 
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Paraguay 

Two hundred-eight participants, most
ly Lengua and Toba people, gathered 
last November 12 for a Regional 

Philippines 
The Baha', community of the Phil

ippines, in cooperation with the Ra 
Kendra Peace Circle, the Focolare 
Movement, and the Centre for Peace
Asia, sponsored a "Week of Prayer for 
World Peace" last October. 

The first prayer meeting, held Oc
tober 22 at the BaM', National Center, 
was attended by about 40 people, 
among whom were the Philippine pres
ident of the World Conference for 
Religion and Peace, a Roman Catholic 
priest who is involved in community 
relations between Christians and Mus
lims in Mindanao, the principal of the 
International School, two officers of 
the Integrated National Police, the 
founders of the Ra Kendra Peace Cir
cle, and Counsellor Vicente Samani
ego. 

During the rest of the week Baha'is 
attended a number of meetings hosted 
by their co-sponsors of the "Week of 
Prayer for World Peace." 

• 
In November, the islands of Leyte 

and Cebu in the Philippines reported 
that 808 new believers had been en
rolled, 169 new localities opened to the 
Faith, and five new local Spiritual As
semblies formed. 

Teaching Conference in Cerrito, in the 
Chaco area of Paraguay. During t!le 

Australia 
The "Wildfire" theatre group re

cently completed a four-country tour 
of Asia, performing more than 100 
times at schools, universities, shopping 
centers, refugee camps and public 
parks. 

In Macau, Hong Kong, Taiwan and 
Thailand the group reached more than 
12,000 people with the Message of 
BaM'u'llah. 

Wildfire is composed of young Ba
ha'is from places as diverse as South 
Africa, Samoa, Australia, Papua New 
Guinea and the United States. The 
group toured Australia a year ago with 
resounding success. 

The group took part in mass teach
ing efforts in Macau, Hong Kong, Tai
wan and Thailand, and attended a 
three-day teaching institute in Taiwan. 
They were also able to meet the Hand 
of the Cause of God Amatu'I-BaM 
Ruhiyyih Khanum, "whose loving 
spirit," they reported, "was a great in
spiration to us." 

Among the highlights of the tour: 
• Performances in refugee camps in 

Hong Kong, which led to extensive 
media coverage. 

• A 17-city tour of Taiwan including 
a performance for a group of tribal 
people that resulted in the enrollment 
of two daughters of the chief of the 

conference, one youth was enrolled in 
the Faith. 

Beinan tribe. 
• A six-day tour of the south of 

Thailand, performing primarily in 
schools and colleges which, in close 
cooperation with teaching teams from 
Malaysia, led to the enrollment of 815 
new believers. 

• 
More than 700 guests attended a cul

tural event last October sponsored by 
Australia's National Chinese Teaching 
Committee. 

Of those present, 450 were from 
mainland China with others coming 
from as far away as Hong Kong, Thai
land, Malaysia, Taiwan and Korea. 

The speaker was Mrs. Helen Shan
Ho, the first Chinese ever elected to the 
State Parliament of New South Wales. 
She praised the Baha'is for their efforts 
in promoting world peace and unity. 

During the evening two people de
clared their belief in Baha'u'llah. 

Nigeria 
The Kay Wilson Teaching Campaign 

in Anambra State, Nigeria, last No
vember 22-December 6 surpassed its 
goals with 759 new Baha'is enrolled 
and 24 new local Spiritual Assemblies 
formed. 
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India 
The Baha'{ House of Worship in In

dia drew a record 400,000 visitors last 
October, many of whom came from a 
nearby fair which attracts many people 
from the states of Uttar Pradesh, 
Haryana and the area surrounding 
Delhi. 

On October 2, a national holiday 
honoring the birthday of Mahatma 
Gandhi, more than 50,000 people vis
ited the Temple. 

\. ... 
t 
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David Hofman, retired member of the 
Universal House of J'!Stice, plants 
roses near the Bahd'( House of Wor
ship in India. Mr. Hofman planted the 
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Also in October, delegates from sev
eral international conferences visited 
the Temple. A group of neurosurgeons 
from Italy came one day, and another 
from Spain the next. Also visiting were 
about 150 delegates from 21 countries 
attending a conference of the MUltiple 
Sclerosis Society. 

Among the dignitaries visiting in Oc
tober were Lin Tiang, a minister from 
the People's Republic of China, and 

I 

I 

roses, he said, on behalf of the present 
members of the House of Justice, in 
memory of late members, and one 'on 
my own behalf. ' 

'9 

the Ambassador of Panama to India 
who has been to the House of Worship 
in Panama several times and is well
acquainted with the Baha'{s. 

• 
The fifth meeting of the Interna

tional Task Force on Literacy (ITFL) 
was held last October 1-7 in New Delhi, 
India. The Baha'i International Com
munity, which joined the ITFL in De
cember 1988, was represented by Dan
iel Wegener. 

Latlita Ramdas, a member of the 
National UNESCO Commission of In
dia, approached Mr. Wegener and ask
ed for information about the Faith. 
Counsellor Zena Sorabjee and the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of India have 
since been in contact with Mrs. Ram
das, which has led to the National As
sembly's hosting a meeting at the Ba
ha'{ National Center of the World 
Conference for Education for All. 

A special highlight of the ITFL con
ference was a visit to the Baha'{ House 
of Worship at Bahapur, near New 
Delhi. 

• 
The ongoing Javanmardi Teaching 

Campaign in Orissa State, India, con
tinues to enroll new believers at an ac
celerating rate with some 4,300 em
bracing the Cause last October and No
vember. 

With so many new believers, a con
solidation program has begun in ear
nest. So far 15 local Spiritual As
semblies have been formed and are 
functioning. 

A mobile deepening institute, which 
travels from village to village, has 
given three deepenings in the area, and 
a three-area conference has been held. 

Ghana 
Twenty-five Baha'is introduced the 

Faith to the people of the Gonja dis
trict in Ghana despite a heavy rainfall 
that not only flooded the area but burst 
a dam, taking many lives and rendering 
hundreds homeless while making travel 
a major undertaking . 

The project continued from July 27 
through September 19, resulting in the 
enrollment of more than 140 people, 
the formation of seven new local Spir
itual Assemblies, and the establishment 
of four village communities. 
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China 

"The Green Light Expedition," a 
mmed record of the historic journey by 
the Hand of the Cause of God Ama
tu'I-BaM Ruhiyyih Khanum along the 
Amazon River in South America, has 
been shown on television in Guang
zhou, China. Its presentation was well
advertised both on television and in a 
TV guide. 

The mm, dubbed in Cantonese, was 
scheduled for broadcast in five seg
ments, three of which had been seen by 
four to five million viewers by early 
November. 

Later, the mm was shown again in 
its entirety, and plans included cir
culating a second version of the mm, in 
Mandarin, to TV stations throughout 
China. 

Colombia 
Two hundred-eighty Baha'is, organ

ized into 19 teams of 19 members each, 
recently visited 98 communities in Co
lombia. Besides enrolling 3,405 new 
believers, the teams worked with 273 
pre-youth and 164 youth in teaching 
and deepening the new enrollees. 

Argentina 

Traditional Toba music is performed 
by this Toba elder at the Tirol Baha'{ 
Teaching Institute in Argentina's 
Chaco region. He was invited to speak 

He Xia Hui, vice-president of China's 
Gui Zhou Provincial Cultural Bureau, 
inscribes the words 'peace and friend
ship'in a message to the Baha'{ World 

to the Toba people about their history 
and to sing the traditional songs of 
their culture which have been largely 
lost to the younger generation. 

7'7 

Centre, in response to a similar gift to 
him that read, 'Gui Zhou tribes and 
cultures are the common treasures of 
mankind, 'signed, 'UN Baha'{ Office. ' 

The Gambia 
The Non-Formal Education Services 

Unit of the Department of Education 
in the Gambia recently invited the Ba
ha'i community to exhibit materials on 
literacy during a week-long series of 
events at the unit's offices and to at
tend a series of planned events in
cluding a seminar on local language lit
eracy. 

The Baha'i exhibit consisted of a 
large sign that read: "The National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
the Gambia," posters of Quotations 
from the Baha'i Writings on educa
tion, a set of "A Baha'i Programme 
for Mothers," a flip chart made from 
illustrations from the "Mothers" 
series, and issues of "One Country" 
and the International Task Force on 
Literacy bulletin. 

The unit's director commented fav
orably on the Baha'i International 
Community's involvement in the Inter
national Task Force on Literacy, and 
was impressed by the grassroots ap
proach used by the Baha'is. 
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Botswana 

-~ .. 
A Bahti'r choir from Transkei per
forms at the Baha'I' International 

New Zealand 
More than 400 young people from 15 

countries gathered last December in 
Auckland, New Zealand, for a Pacific 
Youth Conference. 

Special guests included the Hand of 
the Cause of God H. Collis Feather
stone, Counsellors Kamran Eshragian 
and Tinai Hancock, members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, and three 
Auxiliary Board members. 

At the close of the conference, Ba
ha'i youth, eager to teach, resolved to 
initiate or accelerate entry by troops in 
their home countries, and several were 
inspired to commit themselves to a year 
of service. 

• 
Paddy Payne, a Baha'i from Well

ington, New Zealand, has been elected 
president of New Zealand's National 
Committee for the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF). 

Mr. Payne, who sees his work with 
the committee as a way of serving the 
Faith, has been involved with UNICEF 
for the past five years and is well
known for his efforts on behalf of the 
committee to promote a better world 
for children. 
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Music Festival held last December /-3 
in Gaborone, Botswana. Groups of 

Germany 
Proclamation activities have prolif

erated in West Germany with the re
cent influx of East German visitors. 
Each weekend, dozens of Baha'is dis
tribute tens of thousands of pieces of 
literature while more and more are 
having in-depth meetings and inter
views with seekers. 

A total of 150,000 copies of a short
ened version of the peace statement 
and about 20,000 other pieces of ma
terial, as well as hundreds of books, 
have been given to visitors from East 
Germany since the border between the 
two countries was opened last Novem
ber. 

At some locations the friends are 
providing hot tea on crowded streets, 
and one local Assembly, in coopera
tion with the city council, organized a 
lunch and dinner for East Germans 
that resulted in 70 people coming to the 
Baha'i Center. Fifteen left their names 
and addresses to be notified of future 
Baha'i meetings to be held in East Ger
many. 

The National Spiritual Assembly has 
received more than a dozen written in-

.( , 

singers from many African localities 
competed in the event. 

quiries from East Germany. A typical 
one read, "Your teachings give 
strength and support to me and others. 
Please send more." 

The local Baha'is are being helped 
by friends from France, Norway and 
the United Kingdom. 

Swaziland 
Following a successful initiative with 

pre-schools, the National Spiritual As
sembly of Swaziland has decided to 
open a Baha'i primary school as well. 

There is a great need in that country 
for primary schools, and the Baha'is 
have begun this new endeavor to help 
answer that need. 

The Baha'is of Swaziland have 
founded a Baha'i Pre- and Primary 
School Scholarship Fund, which subsi
dizes fees for the education of those 
Baha'i children whose parents cannot 
afford to send them to school. 

They have also established a Build
ing Fund that is urgently needed for the 
construction of the primary school 
building. 



Cameroon 
An "entry by troops" campaign is 

under way in several areas of Camer
oon. More than 150 people including 
whole families are involved in the cam
paign, which was preceded last spring 
by a three-day training institute in 
Batouri. 

At the institute about 45 teachers 
arose to serve in the endeavor, which is 
named for the late Hand of the Cause 
of God Enoch Olinga, while more than 
100,000 francs in cash or in kind was 
contributed to help defray expenses. 

The Hasan BalyUzi team enrolled 
214 new believers within two weeks, 
forming one new Spiritual Assembly 

- and opening three new localities. 
Meanwhile, in Bitamyen, the Ruh1y

yih Khanum team enrolled 21 new be
lievers in two weeks, formed one As
sembly and opened three localities. 

Following widespread teaching or
ganized by the Provincial Teaching 
Committee North West, 62 new believ
ers were enrolled with two new As
semblies formed and three localities 
opened to the Faith. 

In the South West area, the first 
public Baha'i conference in Muyuka 
led to several declarations and the 
teaching of the Faith to large numbers 
of people. 

• 
An intensive six-week teaching cam

paign in Cameroon's Eastern Province 
has led to 578 enrollments and the for
mation of 11 new local Spiritual As-

Pictured are many of those who took 
part in a recent Bahd'{ Teacher Train-

Shown here are participants in the Na
tional Baha'{ Youth Conference held 

semblies. 

Reports from Yokadouma list 395 
new believers including 271 Pygmy 
men and women, while four new As
semblies have been formed and five lo
calities opened in North West Prov
ince. 

• 
More than 90 people from five coun

tries attended Cameroon's National 

Nigeria 
The government of Nigeria has rec

ognized the Baha'i Faith as an institu
tion authorized to issue marriage cer
tificates. The recognition fulfllls a 
long-standing goal of the National 

ing Institute in Batouri, Eastern Prov
ince, Cameroon. 

Youth Conference in August including 
Counsellor Mihdi Samandari, four 
members of the National Spiritual As
sembly and four Auxiliary Board mem
bers. 

The theme was "Dare to Be Differ
ent." Talks centered on the responsi
bilities of youth in today's society . 

During the conference six young 
people embraced the Faith. 

Spiritual Assembly of Nigeria. 
Conditions required by the govern

ment before issuing the marriage cer
tificate include: 

• registration by the intending bride 
or groom with the government office at 
least three weeks before the marriage 
and the payment of a small fee; 

• a monogamous marriage; 
• consent of parents; 
• signing of the registry book on the 

day of the ceremony by two witnesses 
and a registrar. 

Baha'i marriages satisfy the condi
tions set by the government, and the 
National Baha'i Center in Lagos has 
been accepted as a suitable place in 
which to house the Marriage Registry, 
an important government document. 

Also, the National Teaching Insti
tute in Bendel State is certified as a 
place where any Baha'i can be married 
officially, and the Baha'i Center in the 
Calabar District is authorized as a 
place for Baha'i weddings in Cross 
River State. 
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DEEPLY GRIEVED ANNOUNCE PASSING STAUNCH TIRELESS PROMOTER FAITH 
HAND CAUSE GOD JALAL KHAZEH. HIS STRENUOUS ENDEAVORS CRADLE FAITH 
HOLY LAND LA TIN AMERICA AND WORLDWIDE TRAVELS AFTER PASSING BELOVED 
GUARDIAN SET SHINING EXAMPLE OF UNSHAKEABLE DEDICATION AND COURAGE, 
OF UNDEVIATING LOYALTY AND PERSEVERANCE. IMPERISHABLE RECORD HIS 
STERLING SERVICES AS GIFTED TEACHER DEFENDER CAUSE NEVER TO BE FORGOT
TEN. HIS NOBLE SPIRIT NOW ABHA KINGDOM WILL UNDOUBTEDLY INTERCEDE BE
HALF PERSIAN BAHA'f COMMUNITY WHOSE VITAL INTERESTS HE SERVED WITH 
SUCH HIGH DISTINCTION OVER SEVERAL DECADES. FERVENTLY PRAYING HOLY 
SHRINES FOR PROGRESS HIS ILLUMINED SOUL IN REALMS ON HIGH. ADVISE 
FRIENDS EVERYWHERE HOLD BEFITTING MEMORIAL GATHERINGS HIS HONOR 
PARTICULARLY ALL HOUSES OF WORSHIP. 
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World Centre 

To all National Spiritual Assemblies 
Dear BaM 'f Friends, 
EXTEND HEARTFELT GREETINGS INTERNATIONAL GATHERING COMMEMORATING 
SOTH ANNIVERSARY PASSING MASTER'S BELOVED HANDMAID DISTINGUISHED DIS
CIPLE MAY MAXWELL. SOLEMN OCCASION EVOKES MEMORIES MAGNETIC IN
FLUENCE EXERTED UPON HER BY 'ABDU'L-BAHA COURSE HER VISIT 'AKKA COM
PANY FIRST GROUP WESTERN PILGRIMS. BRILLIANT RECORD HER UNFORGET
TABLE ACHIEVEMENTS CROWNED PRICELESS HONOR MARTYR'S DEATH DESTINED 
REMAIN FOREVER IDENTIFIED WITH SPIRITUAL AWAKENING LATIN PEOPLES BOTH 
OLD AND NEW WORLDS. HER GLORIOUS SACRIFICE FORGED VITAL IMPERISHABLE 
LINK BETWEEN CHIEF EXECUTORS DIVINE PLAN IN LAND HER BIRTH, THEIR PRIN
CIPAL ALLY IN HER ADOPTED CANADIAN HOMELAND, AND THEIR RIGHTFUL ASSO
CIATES IN LATIN AMERICA, SCENE OF HER FINAL EXPLOITS. HOPE EXPRESSED BY 
SHOGHI EFFENDI THAT HER NOBLE EXAMPLE WOULD INSPIRE OTHERS ARISE FOL
LOW IN HER FOOTSTEPS AND THUS GLADDEN HER SOUL ABHA KINGDOM ABUN
DANTL Y REALIZED BY DYNAMIC EPOCH-MAKING SERVICES BELIEVERS WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE DURING FIVE DECADES SINCE HER PASSING. SINGULAR ACCOMP
LISHMENTS LATIN A,'-'1ERICAN BELIEVERS BOTH AT HOME AND IN FOREIGN FIELDS 
CONSTITUTE MEMORABLE CHAPTER HISTORY THIS PERIOD FORMATIVE AGE 
FAITH. THEIR PRESENT GROWING INVOLVEMENT WITH TEACHING VICTORIES IN 
AFRICA AND EASTERN EUROPE AS WELL AS WORTHY SERVICES OF SOUTH AND 
CENTRAL AMERICAN BELIEVERS WORLD CENTRE FAITH FURTHER ENHANCE 
THEIR NOT ABLE CONTRIBUTION ADVANCEMENT CAUSE LORD OF HOSTS. MAY 
CONFERENCE HELD CLOSE PROXIMITY HER ILLUMINED RESTING-PLACE AND 
BLESSED THROUGH PRESENCE AND INSPIRATION MRS. MAXWELL'S HIGHLY ES
TEEMED DAUGHTER HAND CAUSE GOD AMA TU'L-BAHA RUHfYYIH KHANUM RE
LEASE NEW WAVES SPIRITUAL ENERGY CHARGE PARTICIPANTS FULLER VISION IM
PLICATIONS MOMENTOUS WORLD MISSION LATIN AMERICAN BAHA'fs AS IMPLIED 
BAHA'U'LLAH'S CALL TO PRESIDENTS AMERICAN REPUBLICS IN HIS MOST HOLY 
BOOK. ARDENTLY SUPPLICATING HOLY SHRINES FRESH OUTPOURINGS SUSTAIN
ING GRACE ENABLE FRIENDS WIN EVER GREATER PRIZES REMAINING MONTHS SIX 
YEAR PLAN. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
February 21, 1990 
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Iran 

More resolutions condemn persecutions 

The last weeks of winter witnessed 
an intense period of activity concerning 
the human rights of Baha'{s in Iran. 
After several months of effort, four 
events, in the U.S. and in Geneva, 
Switzerland, took place within three 
weeks. 

On February 21, the U.S. State De
partment released its annual "Country 
Reports on Human Rights Practices" 
for 1989 which documents the continu
ing repression of Iranian Baha'is and 
describes in detail Iranian government 
actions against the Baha'{s there. 

The report notes that no Baha'is 
were executed last year and that the 
number of Baha'is held in prison fell to 
fewer than 15. This is in contrast to the 
record of the previous eight years, dur
ing which more than 200 Baha'is were 
executed and thousands were impris
oned on account of their religious be
lief. 

In oral testimony before the House 
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Hu
man Rights, Ambassador Richard 
Schifter said, "Countries that engage 
in similarly severe repression include 
Iran, which does it in the name of relig
ion, and Iraq and Syria, which do it in 
the name of secular political ideology. 
In the case of Iran, religiously moti
vated repression continues to single out 
the Baha'is for the most serious victim
ization." 

On February 26, the United Nations 
Human Rights Commission, meeting 
in Geneva, released the report on Iran 
of the Special Rapporteur, Galindo 
Pobl, that includes reports of abuses 
toward the Baha'is. 

The special report is based on the 
first on-site investigation of Iran's hu
man rights practices and examines a 
wide variety of violations. It quotes a 
directive from Iran's Prime Minister 
stating that Baha'is are not allowed to 
practice or teach their religion. 

!'While the report states correctly 
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On February 11, the U.S. State 
Department released its annual 
'Country Reports on Human 
Rights Practices' which docu
ments the condnuing repression 
of Iranian Bah"is and describes 
in detaU Iranian government ac
tions against the Bah"is there. 

that individual Baha'{s are treated 
somewhat better than in recent years, " 
said Dr. Firuz Kazernzadeh, the U.S. 
National Spiritual Assembly's secre
tary for External Affairs, "it confirms 
that the Baha'{ community is denied 
the basic rights guaranteed by interna
tional law." 

Dr. Kazernzadeh expressed concern 
that Baha'is, whom Iran considers 
"unprotected infidels," are not al
lowed to elect their leaders, educate 
their children, or carryon normal ac
tivities of a law-abiding religious 
group. 

The report also notes that most Ba
ha'{s continue to be deprived of their 
pensions and that most are refused 
passports. In addition, Baha'is exper
ience problems in connection with the 
right of inheritance; they cannot obtain 
inheritance certificates because they do 
not belong to one of the four recog
nized religions in Iran. 

"The Iranian government fights 
hard to defeat these UN resolutions," 
said Dr. Kazernzadeh, "especially any 
resolutions mentioning the Baha'is. 

"But thanks to international pres
sure, no Baha'{s have been executed 
for two years, and fewer than 20 re
main in prison." 

On Tuesday, February 27, the day 
after the release of the Special Rappor
teur's report, the U.S. House of Rep
resentatives unanimously passed 

(404-0) House Concurrent Resolution 
87 calling for "the emancipation of the 
Baha'{ community in Iran." 

The resolution was co-sponsored by 
more than 140 congressmen. Since 
1982, Congress has passed four resolu
tions regarding the persecution of Ba
ha'is in Iran. 

This latest resolution calls on the 
President to continue to emphasize the 
need for improvement in the govern
ment of Iran's human rights record 
and to cooperate with oth.!r govern
ments at the UN and in other joint ef
forts to protect the religious rights of 
the Baha'{s, and to provide for human
itarian assistance for those Baha'{s 
who are forced to flee their homeland. 

During his statement prior to the 
vote, Rep. Gus Yatron noted that "al
though Baha'is constitute the largest 
religious minority in Iran, their religion 
is not recognized and their places of 
worship have been destroyed. Their 
marriages are not sanctioned and their 
children are denied college education. " 

"Baha'is have systematically been 
denied the normal benefits of society, 
such as access to education, the right to 
travel, the ability to inherit property, 
and even (on occasion) the right to pur
chase food," said Rep. Doug Bereuter. 

"Baha'{s are still not a legally recog
nized religion in Iran," added Rep. 
John Porter, "and are still imprisoned 
for their religious beliefs, denied the 
right to organize, choose their leaders, 
acquire and maintain places of wor
ship, operate religious schools or con
duct religious activities." 

"For more than a decade we have 
pleaded for equal rights in the religious 
arena for members of the Baha'i 
Faith," said Rep. Torn Lantos. "We 
are sending word to the government in 
Iran that we will not go away. We will 
continue to raise the Baha'i issue year 
after year after year. . . ." 

Statements were also entered into the 
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Congressional Record by Reps. Dy
mally, Gilman, Mfume, Meyers, Leh
man of Florida, Berman. Stark, ~forel
la, Hall of Ohio, Fascell. Smith of New 
Jersey, Broomfield and Feighan. 

"The action of the House today re
flects the deeply felt concern of the 
U.S. Congress and the American peo
ple with the situation of the Baha'i 
community in Iran today," House 
Speaker Tom Foley noted in a state
ment released after passage of the res
olution. "All Americans share the 
hope that the Baha'i community will 
enjoy the freedoms that all of us con
sider basic to human dignity and pro-

gress." 
Following these events, the National 

Spiritual Assembly held a press brief
ing on March 1 in Washington to pub
licize recent developments. Speaking at 
the briefing were Dr. Kazernzadeh and 
Reps. Gilman and Porter, who spoke 
for himself and on behalf of Sen. John 
Heinz of Pennsylvania. 

The briefing highlighted the news 
that 16 congressmen had signed a letter 
to UN Commission Chairman P. Va
lera Quisumbing stating that firm res
olutions have proven to "help per
suade the Iranian regime to mitigate its 
most repressive actions against the Ba-

ha'is. " 
The briefing resulted in an articl~ in 

The Washington Times and coverage 
on the Voice of America. 

Finally. on March 2, the UN Com
mission on Human Rights passed a res
olution welcoming the decision of the 
government of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran to allow a further visit to Iran and 
asked the Special Rapporteur to pre
sent an interim report to the UN Gen
eral Assembly on "the human rights 
situation of minority groups, such as 
the Baha'is," in Iran, and a final 
report to the Commission at its 47th 
session. 

Pictured on the front steps of the Seat of the Universal 
House of Justice on Mount Carmel in Haifa, Israel, are 
members of the security staff at the Baha'{ World Centre. 
With them (front row fourth from right) is a member of the 
Universal House of Justice, 'A It' Nakhjavanf. The chief re
sponsibility of the Security Department is to serve the 
House of Justice by protecting and preserving the spiritual 
and administrative centers of the Faith in Haifa and 'Akka. 
In this photograph, which was taken in October 1989, are 
security guards and members of the administrative staff (in 

dark suits). Security personnel include many young Baha'IS 
who have come to the World Centre from such faraway 
places as Cameroon, Sweden, Germany, Botswana, France, 
Australia, Zaire, New Zealand, Austria, Switzerland, Eng
land, Guyana and the United States. If you are considering 
service at the World Centre in any capacity and would like 
more information about what is needed and how you may 
apply, please write to the Personnel Department, Bahd'l 
World Centre, P.O. Box 155, Haifa 31 001, Israel. 
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United States 

Baha'is lead way in King Week events 

More than a thousand Baha'is from 
at least 30 states capped a week of ac
tivities honoring the life of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. by marching January 
15 in Atlanta's annual King Day pa
rade behind a 35-foot banner proclaim
ing that "The Baha'{ Faith Teaches the 
Oneness of Mankind. " 

The sentiment expressed by the ban
ner could be seen in the Baha'{s them
selves as young and old, rich and poor, 
black, brown, yellow, red and white 
marched arm-in-arm past the estimated 
200,000 onlookers along the parade 
route. 

The marchers were followed by a Ba
ha'{ float on which rode children of all 
races with Baha'{ entertainers Red 
Grammer and "Swan. " Nearly 40 
members of the Atlanta Baha'i Youth 
Workshop walked behind the float. 

Some of the Baha'i marchers held 
placards bearing the names of their 
home states while others carried signs 
with Baha'i beliefs and principles writ
ten on them in English or Spanish. 

The nationally televised event was 
the centerpiece of a week of activities 
that began January 7 with an interfaith 
service at St. Philip's Cathedral attend
ed by more than 700 people. 

Two Baha'{s served on the planning 
committee for the service and were on
stage with 25 members of the clergy to 
help read the litany to Dr. King. 

Before the service about 20 young 
people including eight Baha'is attended 
a meeting to discuss current world is
sues and local racial issues. 

On Tuesday, January 9, Baha'{s 
from Gwinnett County, Decatur and 
Covington took part in a service for 
"Rededication to Peace and Justice" 
at Ebenezer Baptist Church. 

On January 12, the Spiritual Assem
bly of North Fulton County sponsored 
a Business and Professional Luncheon 
at the Marriott Hotel. About 25 people 
including 10 seekers heard the keynote 

speaker, Deloria Bighorn, a Baha'{ 
from Salem, Oregon, address the need 
for racial harmony and the Baha'{ con
cept of oneness. 

Before the luncheon she and Gary 
McDaniel, a Baha'{ from Acworth, at
tended a meeting of the Cobb County 
Human Services Coalition and helped 
plan a day-long seminar on race rela
tions for that group. 

On January 13, Jack McCants, a 
member of the National Spiritual As
sembly, was the speaker at a metro
wide fireside attended by more than 
300 people. 

Red Grammer performed at the fire
side and later for the children while 
Studio East, an East Indian jazz group, 
entertained after Mr. McCants' talk. 

The following day, 25 American In
dians including two Baha'{s consulted 
with representatives of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Center for Non
Violent Social Change about ways in 
which the Center could provide sup
port for their concerns. 

Baha'{s in the Atlanta area had rais
ed $20,000 to provide transportation 
and hospitality for the visiting Amer
ican Indians among whom were mem
bers of the Sioux, Winnebago, Poarch 
Creek, Mohawk, Cherokee, Ute, Iro
quois, Seneca, Navajo, Chippewa, 
Shoshone, Cree and other tribes. 

In their ranks were three prominent 
Native Americans: Peter Catches, a 
medicine man revered as a holy man; 
Arvol Lookinghorse, the 19th genera
tion keeper of the Sacred Calf Pipe 
given to the Sioux nation (Lakota and 
Dakota) by the White Buffalo Calf 
Woman, looked upon by those tribes 
as a messenger from God; and Ruben 
Snake, head of the Native American 
Church. 

On January 14, Auxiliary Board 
member Soo Fouts emceed and other 
Baha'is took part in a public meeting, 
"Prayers Around the World for Peace 

and Justice," at the King Center. 
The service was co-sponsored by the 

King Center, the Catholic Council for 
Interracial Justice, and the Baha'{s. 
Among its highlights was a Lakota 
pipe ceremony performed by Mr. 
Catches. 

Later that day, Baha'{s were in the 
audience as Dr. King's widow, Coretta 
Scott King, delivered the annual "State 
of the Dream" address at Ebenezer 
Baptist Church. 

Also speaking at that event were the 
Rev. Jesse Jackson and Chinese stu
dent leader Chen Tong who was chosen 
to lead this year's King Day parade. 

Among the performers at the "Sa
lute to Greatness" reception that eve
ning was a Baha'{, Phil Morrison. 

On the morning of the federal holi
day honoring Dr. King, which this year 
coincided with what would have been 
his actual 61st birthday, Mrs. Fouts 
recited a part of the litany to Dr. King 
during a televised ecumenical service at 
Ebenezer Baptist Church. 

After introducing to the audience 
Mr. Catches and Mrs. Locke, two of 
the American Indians brought to At
lanta by the Baha'{s, Mrs. King re
marked that this was the first time that 
all of the races under the sun had 
gathered to observe King Day. 

Mrs. Locke, who is not a Baha'{, 
paid tribute to Dr. King, spoke of the 
great Indian leaders such as Crazy 
Horse, Sitting Bull and Chief Joseph 
who also had dreams of a united hu
manity, and closed with a Baha'{ pray
er. 

In the audience were such dignitaries 
as Georgia Gov. Joe Frank Harris; 
Jack Kemp, secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development; and former At
lanta mayor Maynard Jackson. 

On the reviewing stand with Mrs. 
King for the parade later that day were 
two members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly, Alberta Deas and Robert 

4 April 19901Bah6'r New. I' 

--------



Henderson; Mrs. Fouts; and Carole 
Miller of Roswell, a Baha'i who is co
chairman of the Committee for Relig
ious Involvement of the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Federal Holiday Commission. 

That evening Mrs. King invited sev
eral of the American Indians and a 
number of Baha'is to a special dinner. 
Meanwhile, a frreside sponsored by the 
Spiritual Assembly of Atlanta was held 
at the Baha'i Center with about 20 peo
ple present. 

Besides appearing in the parade, the 
Baha'i group "Swan" performed at a 
"Birthday Bash" at the King Center 
and at a reception which followed the 
"State of the Dream" address. 

Also during King Week, several 
young Baha'is attended a College and 
University Conference on Non-Vio
lence. 

In all, the Baha'i community provid
ed outstanding support for King Week 
events with more than 150 of the 
friends directly involved in tasks to 
support the many activities. 

The King Center staff recognized the 
dedication and spirit brought by the 
Baha'is and were delighted with the 
participation of the American Indians, 
which would not have been possible 
without the sponsorship of the Baha'i 
community. 

, 

Baha'fs from a number of states pre
pare to march behind their colorful 

Atlanta's celebration of Dr. King's 
birthday was but one of a number of 
such events throughout the U.S. in 
which Baha'is were involved. For in
stance: 

• In Los Angeles, more than one
third of those marching in the King 
Day parade were Baha'is wearing 
T-shirts with Baha'i slogans and carry
ing banners proclaiming the oneness of 
mankind. 

• In Seattle, Washington, about 400 
people, mostly students and faculty, 
attended a Baha'i-sponsored public 
meeting at the University of Washing
ton. The speaker was Dr. Firuz Kazem
zadeh, the National Assembly secre-
tary for External Affairs, who traced 
the history of the civil rights movement 
from a Baha'i perspective based on his 
observations since arriving in the U.S. 
as a young college student. 

• In Eugene, Oregon, Baha'is joined 
forces with the NAACP to plan and 
carry out a number of programs hon
oring Dr. King including a public trib
ute at the City Council chambers; a 
Human Rights Fair; and a public meet
ing whose keynote speaker before an 
audience of more than 4,000 was Dr. 
King's daughter, Yolanda. 

• In Boston, Baha'is co-sponsored 
the Harvard-Radcliffe United Minis
try's annual Martin Luther King Jr. 
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banners in Atlanta's annual Martin 
Luther King Day parade. 

service at Memorial Church, and took 
part in many other commemorations 
of the holiday. -

• In Albuquerque, New Mexico, Ba
ha'is co-sponsored a birthday tribute 
to Dr. King that drew an audience of 
more than 300, about 60 of whom were 
Baha'is. Also sponsoring was the 
NAACP's College Division at the Uni
versity of New Mexico. The keynote 
speaker was Harold Gibson, an Afri
can-American Baha'i from Espanola. 

• In Glenwood Springs, Colorado, 
the three-member Baha'i Group spon
sored the community's King Day activ
ities which included a potluck supper 
and a walk to a local cemetery to honor 
early black settlers who played an im
portant role in Glenwood Springs some 
100 years ago. The events received 
widespread media coverage. 

• In Conway, South Carolina, the 
local Spiritual Assembly took the lead 
when local churches decided not to 
plan an observance of Dr. King's birth
day, presenting a public program that 
drew an audience of more than 200, 
was covered by four television stations 
and broadcast live on WLGI Radio Ba
ha'i. 

• In New Orleans, 25 Baha'is from 
six communities took part in the an
nual King Day parade which ended 
with a rally at a local gymnasium. 

• In Speedway, Indiana, the Baha'is 
sponsored an observance that included 
songs, film footage of Dr. King's life 
including the march on Washington, 
D.C.,- and his famous "I have a 
dream" speech, and a discussion of va
rious aspects of race prejudice and the 
need for unity. 

• In Greenfield, Massachusetts, Ba
ha'is co-sponsored "The Dream Con
tinues," a public Martin Luther King 
Day observance at a local Unitarian 
church. About 50 people attended. 

• In Redding, California, Baha'is 
joined a number of interested groups 
to plan the King Day observance and 
provided the keynote speaker, Roger 
Hogan. Also on the program, which 
drew an audience of about 150, was a 
jazz dance by two Baha'i youth, Dan
ielle Hogan and Joyanna Kessler . 

• In Pendleton, Oregon, Baha'is co
sponsored the King Day observance 
with the local chapter of the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation. The keynote speaker 
was Leonard Bell, a member of the 
Spiritual Assembly of Portland. 
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United States 

Poets, writers honor Robert Hayden 

About 600 people including a num
ber of the country's leading poets and 
writers attended "Words in the Mourn
ing Time," a conference to celebrate 
the poetry of the late Robert Hayden, 
February 22-24 at the University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor. 

The conference, co-sponsored by the 
Association for Baha'i Studies and the 
Department of English Language and 
Literature at the University of Mich
igan, was followed February 25 by a 
memorial service that marked the J Oth 
anniversary of Mr. Hayden's passing. 

Mr. Hayden, a native of Detroit, 
was a world-renowned poet and the 
first black to be named consultant in 
poetry to the Library of Congress in 
Washington, D.C. 

For more than two decades he taught 
English and creative writing at Fisk 
University in Nashville, Tennessee, and 

at the time of his death was a professor 
of English at the University of Mich
igan. 

Mr. Hayden authored more than a 
dozen books of poetry including Amer
ican Journal (nominated for the Na
tional Book Award in 1978), Angle of 
Ascent, The Night-Blooming Cereus, 
Words in the Mourning Time, Heart
Shape in the Dust, Figure of Time and 
A Ballad of Remembrance (winner of 
the grand prize at the first World Fes
tival of Negro Arts in Dakar, Senegal. 
in J 966). 

A Baha'i for many years, Mr. Hay
den served for more than a decade as 
poetry editor of J,Vorld Order maga
zine. 

The conference provided a forum 
for scholars, poets, poetry lovers and 
the general public to explore Mr. Hay
den's poetry, which so eloquently re-

Among those expressing their deep ap- late Robert Hayden was Pulitzer Prize
preciation for the life and works of the winning poet Rita Dove. 
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fleets human conditions in a changing 
world. 

Special guests included Gwendolyn 
Brooks, poet laureate of Illinois and 
the first black American to win the Pu
litzer prize in poetry (in 1950, for An
nie AI/en); Rita Dove, associate pro
fessor of English at Arizona State Uni
versity and the second black American 
to win the Pulitzer (in 1987, for 
Thomas and Beulah); Michael Harper, 
a critically acclaimed poet who is Kap
stein professor of English at Brown 
Cniversity in Providence, Rhode Is
land; and Sherley Anne Williams, a 
poet and editor of Callaloo magazine. 

The guest poets shared their insights 
and understandings of Mr. Hayden's 
poetry and offered readings of their 
own works. 

The keynote address, "The Achieve
ment of Robert Hayden, " was given by 
Darwin Turner, a poet and literary 
critic who is a leading expert on black 
American literature. 

Among the speakers who took part 
in three pimel discussions on Mr. Hay
den's life and work were two Baha'is: 
Dr. John Hatcher, professor of Eng
lish at South Florida University in 
Tampa and author of From the Au
roral Darkness, a book on the life and 
poetry of Robert Hayden; and Xavier 
Nichols, who is working on a book 
about Mr. Hayden. 

Other panelists were writer/poets 
Melba Boyd, Laurence Goldstein, 
Lemuel Johnson, Eugene Redmond, 
Richard Tillinghast, Alen Wald and 
Pontheolla Williams. 

Each session had a focused topic for 
discussion. The first was "Robert Hay
den: His Evolution as an Artist." The 
others were "Robert Hayden: Blues 
Poet or Modernist?" and "The Ten
sion Between Belief and Ideology in the 
Work of Robert Hayden." 

Following each session, the floor 
was opened for discussion between 



panel members and the audience. 
Saturday evening's program. ., An

gle of Ascent, " was a dramatic presen
tation of Mr. Hayden's work bv ~ues;: 
artists including jazz saxophoni~t \'lar
vin (Doc) Holladay; dancer / choreo~
rapher Linda Spriggs; compos~~ 
Stephen Newby; and Biza Sompa anc 
the Bichinis Bia Congo dance troupe. 

In spite of a winter storm that para
lyzed much of the city, the well-ad
vertised program drew an audience of 
more than 300. 

Among the 600 people at the confer
ence were 125 high schoe! students who 
attended workshops in poetry COD

dueted by Gwendolyn Brooks, Michael 
Harper and Sherley Anne Williams. 

During a luncheon Saturday after
noon, certificates were presented by 
Ms. Brooks to those students who dis
played promise as young poets. 

The program for students was ar
ranged by William Diehl, administra
tor of the Louhelen Baha'i School near 
Da'/ison, Michigan. and adjun~~ fac
ulty member in reading education a: 
the University of Michigan. 

Also during the conference. the 

John Hatcher (left photo), a Baha': 
from Florida who is author oj a biog
raphy of the late poet Robert Hayden. 
makes a point during a panel discus-

Guest lecturer Sherley Anne Williams 
(center) conducts a workshop for Mas-

Robert Hayden Memorial Lounge was 
dedicated at the university'S Center for 
-\:'ro-American Studies (CAAS). Dr. 
Lemuel Johnson, director of the 
C-\AS, presided. 

Other features included an exhibit 

:5:on of A-fr. Hayden's work at the Uni
:ersity oj Michigan in Ann Arbor. A 
number oj well-known poets and writ
ers paid tribute to Mr. Hayden on the 

ter of Fine Arts students during the 
three-day tribute to Robert Hayden. 

on Mr. Hayden and black American 
poetry that featured selections from 
the National Baha'i Archives and the 
University of Michigan's collection. 
and the presentation of two films; 
"Robert Hayden" by Donald Hall, 
and "Detroit's Hayden: America's 
Poet Laureate" by Ronald Scott. 

10th anniversary of his passing in
cluding Pulitzer Prize winner Gwen
dolyn Brooks (right photo), the poet 
laureate of Illinois. 
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Essay 

UNIFON: Answer to 'alphabet soup'? 

As a part oj our continuing response 
to the United Nations International 
Literacy Year 1990 we present the fol
lowing article aboUT UN1FON, a way 
in which to simplify the English alpha
bet, written by Susan C. Gilman, a Ba
hdYjrom Cardiff, California. 

• 
Unless one chooses to play "os

trich," hardly a day can go by without 
hearing or reading something about the 
problem of illiteracy. Some time ago, 
the playwright George Bernard Shaw 
had this to say about it: "The waste of 
war is negligible in comparison to the 
daily waste of trying to communicate 
with one another in English through an 
alphabet with 14 letters missing. That 
must be remedied come what may." 

The cycle of illiteracy is devastat
ingly painful and traumatic for those 
caught in it. Poor reading skills can 
read to unemployment, welfare, and, 
in some cases, crime-as the economy 
shifts toward a high-tech, service
oriented society and the number of 
jobs requiring only a limited education 
declines. 

And yet limited education persists 
for many. It seems that our educa
tional system promotes non-achievers. 

There are illiterates who, within 
crowded classrooms, can go undiscov
ered for years. Many have even been 
clever enough to fool the system by de
vising complex coping mechanisms 
such as copying notes written by others 
and focusing on oral communication. 
Concealment is the key, and embar
rassment ruins their lives, causing cat
astrophic stress. 

Now is the time for educators every
where to abandon the myth that some 
students simply can't learn. We must 
wake up and admit that English is the 
most difficult language to learn to read 
and write. 

Let it be common knowledge that 
our present ABCs are, more than like-
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There are illiterates who, within 
crowded classrooms, can go un
discovered for years. Many have 
even been clever enough to fool 
the system by devising complex 
coping mechanisms such as copy
ing notes written by others and 
focusing on oral communication. 

Iy, hazardous to students; that the stu
dents aren't stupid ... the alphabet is 
stupid. 

Stanley Sharp, author of The REAL 
Reason Why Johnny Still Can't Read, 
states: "If you know the facts, you are 
not surprised to learn that a computer 
programmed with 308 rules was unable 
to spell correctly half of the 17,310 
most frequently used words. That ex
plains why all English-speaking coun
tries have such high illiteracy rates. 
Many Johnnies can't cope with our il
logical spelling of words." 

John Culkin, author of three articles 
on a reformed English alphabet (two of 
which were the most popular articles 
ever published in Science Digest), en
lightens us further: 

•• Standard spoken English has 30 to 
50 discrete sounds, currently spelled 
200-800 different ways, giving our lan
guage an efficiency rating of 20 per
cent. ... You wouldn't fly an airplane 
with a 20 percent efficiency rating. Is 
human communication any less impor
tant?" 

Now is the time for those seeking joy 
(or even ecstasy) in education to realize 
that the process of growth involves go
ing beyond one's comfort zone, or, in 
this case, his discomfort zone. Now is 
the time to embrace the most practical, 
innovative changes available. John 
Culkin writes: 

"Have I got an alphabet for you! 

One hundred percent efficient, it is reo 
lated to the existing alphabet and com
patible with all computer technologies. 
It works as a reading system; it fits 
most other languages. Called UNIFON, 
the alphabet was devised 28 years ago 
by ] ohn Malone, a Chicago economist. 

"UI\'IFON (single sound), a totally 
consistent 4O-character alphabet, maps 
and matches the 40 sounds of standard 
spoken English. It is an isomorphic 
(one-for-one) system of 24 consonants 
and 16 vowels. One and only one letter 
stands for each sound. One and only 
one sound corresponds to each letter. 
Students need learn only one rule for 
its use: Spell everything as it sounds; 
sound everything as it is spelled. No 
silent letters or double letters exist." 
(See UNIFON alphabet on next page.) 

Having been created by an econo
mist, UNIFON is economical, taking 
up 14 percent less space with conse
quent savings in labor, storage, ink and 
paper. And then there is the emotional 
economy: monster words like 
"through," "though" and "tough" 
are nicely tamed forever. 

The UNIFON system has been suc
cessfully tested in public schools in 
Chicago; Indianapolis and Hammond, 
Indiana; New Orleans, and Washing
ton, D.C. At the private Howalton 
School in Chicago, first-graders who 
learned to read and write with the 
UNIFON alphabet tested at the 3.8 
grade level. 

Our present alphabet and the read
ing thereof involve a "sort of" pho
netic base, yet school children must 
learn some words, like "one" and 
"eight," as if they were Chinese sym
bols. Imagine the adoption of a truly 
efficient set of symbols ... imagine 
the expansion of creativity and fun. 

It would open the world of compe
tent, confident and joyous reading, not 
only to American children but to those 
in some 90 other countries for whom 
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English is required. English is. in fact, 
the lingua franca of the modern world. 

We can install a phonetic alphabet as 
our official alphabet. It has been done 
before, in Russia, Japan, Turkey and 
Yugoslavia. Nine years ago, one area 
of China adopted a 50-character Ro
manized alphabet to handle the 50.000 
characters of the ideographically writ
ten Chinese language. 

Adaptable to other languages, 
though designed for English, UNIFON 
could benefit people everywhere with 
its unifying power. 

Two helpful books on UNIFON are 
soon to be released: Reading for (he 
TV Child, and a dictionary that shows 
exactly how to transpose from old 
spellings to new ones. 

In choosing UNIFON, we could 
choose to liberate the (roughly) 30 

million functional illiterates in this 
country, giving them (what may be for 
some) a life-saver. 

Mark Twain once said: "The Eng
lish alphabet is pure insanity. It can 
hardly spell any word in the language 
with any large degree of certainty." 

United States 
The past 11 years of activities by Ba

ha'is throughout the world and at the 
United Nations on behalf of their per
secuted co-religionists in Iran was the 
topic of a recent lecture given at the 
Human Rights Program Speaker Series 
at Harvard Law School in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

On February 15, Katharine Bigelow, 
deputy director of the National Spir
itual Assembly Office of External Af
fairs in Washington, spoke on the topic 
"Can World Opinion Affect Human 
Rights Violations? The Case of the Ba
ha'is in Iran." 

"The experience of the Baha'is," 
Ms. Bigelow said, "has been that na
tional governments care very much 
about their reputation in the global 
arena. 

"We believe that the support of the 
United Nations, the U.S. Congress and 

Uganda 

Counsellor Edith Senoga (second from 
left) visits Bahd '{ communities in wes
tern Uganda near the Ruwenzori 
Mountains (Mountains of the Moon). 

I see reading and writing and spelling 
as inmates of Marat Sade's asylum, 
singing: "Marat, we're poor and the 
poor stay poor. There must be more 
... of this we are sure. We want our 
rights. and we don't care how. We 
want a revolution . .. NOW!" 

other national governments in repeat
edly urging the Iranian government to 
grant the Baha'is their basic human 
rights has contributed to the decision 
to release several hundred Baha'is 
from prison and has prevented any re
cent executions. It is difficult to perse
cute others in the broad daylight of 
publicity. " 

Ms. Bigelow explained that four res
olutions citing Iranian persecution of 
Baha'is have been passed in the U.S. 
Congress since 1982, and that a con
current -resolution in the Senate is 
pending. 

The latest resolutions note that al
though no Baha'is in Iran have been 
executed because of their religious be
lief since 1987, the Baha'i community 
remains an oppressed minority depriv
ed of basic human rights. 

The communities are nearly inaccessi
ble; during the rainy season, the roads 
are closed and the area can be reached 
only on foot. 
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The world 

'Cultural evening' in Uruguay 

The first "Evening of Cultural In
tegration" was held last November at 
the National Haziratu'l-Quds in Mon
tevideo, Uruguay. 

Nearly 120 people attended the 
event, which was planned by the Spir
itual Assembly of Montevideo and fea
tured traditional costumes and dances 
by representatives from the diverse 
communities in Uruguay. 

Dr. Virginia Petekian spoke on the 
history of Armenia and the arrival of 
Armenians in Uruguay, while Mrs. 
Beatriz Santoz, a journalist for the Na
tionwide Radio and Television Net
work, spoke about the arrival of blacks 
in Latin America. 

She emphasized the Baha'i concepts 
of equality, peace and integration, say
ing she felt "very much at home" 
among the Baha'is. 

The president of the Central Israelite 

United Kingdom 

The Society of Friends (Quakers), act
ing on their own initiative, recently put 
up this sign in front of their Meeting 
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Committee of Uruguay also attended, 
and expressed his sincere respect for 
the "Baha'i cause," repeating the sen
timent expressed by Mrs. Santos of 
"feeling at home," not only because of 
Baha'i hospitality but also because of 
the Baha'i ideology. 

Mrs. Sima Baher Caballero, repre
senting the Baha'i community of Mon
tevideo, presented a summary of 
worldwide Baba 'f social and economic 
development projects, while Mrs. 
Maria Luisa Silva, secretary of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Uruguay, 
spoke about the Baba'i teachings on 
unity in diversity. 

The Baha'i community of Monte
video, Uruguay, received an award for 
its efforts in promoting world peace on 
the occasion of the second anniversary 
of the opening of the Cultural Center 
for Peace and Integration. About 70 

House in Manchester, England, and 
left it on display for about a month. 

people attended the event, which was 
held at the Uruguay-United States of 
America Cultural Alliance. 

The program included presentations 
by well-known Uruguayans including a 
psychologist and a sculptress, as well as 
poetry readings and performances of 
traditional songs and dances. 

• 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

Uruguay helped plan an international 
women's conference last October 6-8 in 
Montevideo. 

About 300 people from a dozen 
countries took part in the event, which 
was sponsored by Montevideo's Min
istry of Education and Culture. 

Special folders containing Baba'i 
literature for women were prepared 
and distributed to officials, the press, 
prominent persons and several related 
associations. 

Tonga 
Baba'is took part in the 1989 Royal 

Agriculture Show in Tonga, winning 
prizes in three categories. The show is a 
competition held among all the island 
groups in Tonga. 

The Baha'i Women's Committee of 
Vav'u won first prize for its display, 
while in the farming category prizes 
were won by several Baha'is including 
long-time pioneer Geoffrey Hougland 
who received a prize from His Majesty 
King Taufahau Tupou IV for the best 
industrial innovation. 

Mr. Hougland invented a tapa ma
chine for mechanically processing tutu, 
the bark of the mulberry tree, into a 
flat sheet ready for hand-finishing. 
Tapa is a traditional cloth, hand
crafted and used in Polynesian society 
for ceremonial occasions. Women's 
groups, who make most of the tapa 
cloth, have bought more than 20 of the 
machines. 



Transkei 
More than 40 people, most of them 

students, attended a W orId Peace Day 
poster contest awards ceremony Oc
tober 14 at the Youth and Pastoral 
Centre in Umtata, Transkei. The con
test was sponsored by the Spiritual As
sembly of Umtata. 

Fifty-one students from four schools 
submitted original posters on the con
test theme, "Peace. tt 

After first-, second- and third-place 
prizes were awarded, the Baha'i child
ren delighted the audience by singing 
two Baha'i songs. Baha'i literature was 
!hen distributed including copies of the 
peace statement and the Xhosa transla
tion of "Creating a Spiritual Home." 

Benin 
Counsellor Zekrullah Kazemi was 

one of the speakers at a conference for 
Auxiliary Board members and their as
sistants held last December 28-30 at the 
Muhajir Regional Center in Abomey, 
the capital of Benin. 

The five Board members and 70 as
sistants who took part heard the 
Counsellor speak of the fundamental 
role the assistants must play in 
strengthening local Spiritual Assem
blies. 

Also at the conference were repre
sentatives of the National Spiritual As
semblies of Benin and Togo. 

Suriname 
The Baha'is of Suriname took part 

last October 23 in a nationwide tele
vision broadcast on AIDS and its pre
vention. 

The telecast was sponsored by the 
National AIDS Program, a committee 
of the Ministry of Health. Also par
ticipating were representatives of the 
Hindu, Islamic and Christian faiths. 

The hour-long program included dis
cussions about many aspects of moral
ity, spirituality, marriage and sexual 
behavior. 

It marked the first time that the 
Faith has been represented with other 
religions on a nationwide television 
program in Suriname. Referring to the 
telecast, the announcer identified the 
participants as belonging to "the four 
major religions of Suriname: Hindu, 
Christianity, Islam and the Ba-

Soviet U DioD 

Pictured are members of the Spiritual 
Assembly of Ishqdbad, Turkmen 
S.S.R., which has re-formed after 50 
years. Seated (left to right) Mihrangiz 
Muhandis 'Ali-Aqd, A 'zamiyyih Ni-

Republic of Ireland 
The resources of the local Baha'i 

community in County Wick low , Ire
land, include "The Spot," "The 
House," and "The Place." in which 
Baha'i activities are held each evening. 

ha'is .... " 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

points out that this was a major step in 
the recognition of the Faith in Suri
name. 

Canada 
Orison is the name of a new journal 

published by the BaM'i Institute for 
the Arts, a section of the Association 
for Baha'i Studies in Canada and the 
U.S. 

The first issue focuses on Art and 
Service, to inform readers of ways in 
which some artists are performing ser
vices for the Faith. The publishers say 
that as the journal evolves it will in
clude a wide array of studies of the Ba
ha'i Faith in relationship to various 
aspects of the arts. 

zam,: Malikih Naji; standing (left to 
right) Suhayl Qadimf, Muzaffar Qa
dimf, Fu'dd Qadimf, Mirza 'Ali-Akbar 
Naj': Hasan Pishraw, Muhandis 'A/{
Aqd. 

"The Spot" is a coffee house, cen
trally located, that the local teaching 
group opened for a project featuring a 
team made up of six Irish Baha'is and 
five visiting Baha'is from Canada. 

"The House" is one the local Spir
itual Assembly has rented to accommo
date the teachers. 

"The Place" is a large empty room 
situated near "The Spot" which is used 
every evening for firesides attended by 
those at the coffee shop who express an 
interest in the Faith. 

Each afternoon the Baha'is teach in 
public places. These activities include 
singing and playing guitar at "The 
Spot." After dinner, team members 
and any inquirers met during the day 
gather at "The Place" for a fireside
concert until around 10 p.m. 

Among recent highlights was a con
cert by three American Indians who 
sang and danced. The audience of 
about 250 responded by 'standing and 
chanting, "We want peace! We want 
peace!" 
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Germany 
Twenty-six Baha'is from France, It

aly, Norway, Switzerland, the United 
Kingdom and United States joined Ba
ha'i communities in West Berlin, Ger
many, in proclamation and teaching 
activities among East Germans last De
cember IS-January 2. 

The cultural diversity of the friends 
strongly attracted the thousands of 
people who were contacted in East 
Germany. More than 50,000 copies of 
an abbreviated version of the peace 
statement were given out with other 
materials at the four major border 
check-points in West Berlin and at the 
Brandenburg Gate. Countless inter
views with visitors from East Germany 
seemed to provide a clear signal of re
ceptivity to the Faith. 

During the Baha'i Youth Winter 
School in Traben-Trarback, 200 par
ticipants from 12 countries including 
East Germany, Romania, Hungary 
and the Soviet Union gathered for the 
first time since World War II. Each 
day, the group consulted on the chal
lenges and new possibilities for serving 
the Cause in Eastern Europe. Of the 20 
non-Baha'is who attended the school, 
three were later enrolled in the Faith. 

K.enya 
Six hundred-fifty people attended 

the Baha'i-sponsored "Africa for 
Peace" festival last December 8-10 in 
Nairobi, Kenya. 

Joining Baha'is from Kenya, Mad
agascar, Somalia, Tanzania and Ugan
da at the festival were Counsellor Peter 
Vuyiya of the International Teaching 
Centre; Counsellors for Africa Oloro 
Epyeru and -Hizzaya Hissani; and 16 
Auxiliary Board members. 

The festival was opened by a repre
sentative of Kenya's Ministry of Cul
ture and Social Services. Thirty-five 
musical groups took part including two 
outstanding non-Baha'i choirs. El 
Viento Canta, a traveling Baha'i mu
sical group, also performed, adding 
charm and joy to the occasion. 

Guyana 
A three-year plan begun last May 1 

in Guyana and aimed at entry by 
troops has led so far to the enrollment 
of more than 2,300 new believers in 
that country. 
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Africa/ Austria 
El Viento Canta (The Singing 

Wind), a gro'up of Baha'is whose mu
sical performances have thrilled audi
ences throughout Europe, recently 
toured Africa, performing in Bots
wana, Kenya, Liberia and Uganda last 
December and leaving behind them 
large numbers of new believers and in
terested seekers. 

The group performed for about 200 
people in Maru'a'Pula, Botswana, 
closing with a song from Venezuela 
that featured audience participation. 
They were given a standing ovation 
amid cries of "More! More!" 

Four days later they appeared at a 
festival in Nairobi, Kenya, where the 
headmaster of a school became a Ba
ha'i, saying he wished to tell his whole 
school about the Faith and make all the 
students as well as his own children 
"sons of peace." 

The music of El Viento Canta draws 
people's attention, and the group in
troduces the principles of the Faith be
tween songs. By the final evening of 
the Nairobi festival, five people had 
embraced the Cause. 

On December 11, the group had an 
opportunity to meet and perform for 
the ambassadors to Kenya from Ca
nada, Israel, Mexico and Switzerland. 

The Mexican ambassador invited the 
musicians to a party at his home. While 
there, they were photographed by a re
porter from a popular magazine and 
made appointments for interviews with 
two radio personalities. During the 
party several people asked to hear 
more about the Faith, and an im
promptu fireside ensued. 

During a side trip to Uganda, one of 
the members of the group was detained 
by police for taking a photograph in an 
area which, unknown to {he Baha'i, 
was restricted. 

When the chief officer at the local 
police station heard that the man was a 
Baha'i, he told the arresting officer, 
"Let him go. He is a Baha'i." 

On December 22 the group appeared 
on national television in Monrovia, 
Liberia. During the interview they were 
asked about the purpose of their visit 
to Liberia, which led to questions 
about the Faith. 

On December 2S, El Vien!o Canta 
performed with other Baha'i musicians 
including Marvin (Doc) Holladay, a 

jazz saxophonist from the United 
States, at a music festival in Liberia. 

At the close of the African tour, the 
group was told that it should return to 
Europe to tour the Eastern Bloc coun
tries. They found a photographer to 
take photos for their new visas, and 
while he worked he spoke of their con
certs and how much they had affected 
him. Before the musicians left his stu
dio, the photographer had asked to be 
enrolled in the Faith. 

• 
EI Viento Canta (The Singing Wind), 

a group of young Baha'is who perform 
traditional Latin American music, gave 
an impromptu concert January 9 at the 
Haziratu'l-Quds in Vienna, Austria, 
for Baha'is and about 35 of their 
guests. 

The following day, the group per
formed in Oberwart for a group of Ro
many people. About 30 attended, and 
some returned the next day for another 
performance for an audience of about 
2:0. Part of that concert was filmed by 
Austrian television, and a radio inter
\;ew was held before the performance. 

On January 12 El Viento Canta 
began the next leg of its European 
tour, leaving for Zagreb, Yugoslavia, 
where they were interviewed on tele
\;sion for 30 minutes and performed 
for an audience of 600. After the con
cert, 70 copies of Bahd'u'/ldh and the 
Sew Era were given out, and two peo
ple became Baha'is. 

The singing group's name was taken 
from the Spanish version of a song by 
pioneer Phyllis Day which says, "The 
wind is singing in the mountains . . . 
that the Promised One, Baha'u'llah, 
has come." El Viento Canta was form
ed while all of the members were serv
ing together at the World Centre in 
Haifa, Israel. 

Italy 
The Russian Consul in Italy, Anver 

Starkov, was given copies of the peace 
statement in English and Italian during 
a luncheon in his honor on the occas
ion of an exhibit of Russian culture 
held recently in Montichiari, Italy. 

The gift was warmly received by the 
consul and his wife, and the Baha'i 
who presented it was thanked in the 
presence of the guests. 



II 

Papua New Guinea 

The Baha'i women of Lae, Morobe 
Province, Papua New Guinea, in col
laboration with the Morobe Women's 
Association, organized a recent week
long conference in Lae. 

Topics such as "Law and Order," 
"Literacy," "Women and the Envi
ronment," "Customs and Culture," 
"Women in Decision-Making" and 
other current issues were discussed in 
morning sessions with the Baha'i point 
of view on each presented, while af
ternoon sessions included practical 
demonstrations of such skills as bak
ing, drum oven building, sewing, 
bookkeeping, compost making and 
others. 

Margaret Nakikas Namaliu, wife of 
the prime minister of Papua New 
Guinea, and Mrs. Bungtabu Brown, 
president of the National Council of 
Women, were among the more than 
100 women attending the conference, 
wt-jch was covered w;dely by the 
media. 

Germany 
The anniversary of the Birth of 

Baba'u'llah was celebrated last No
vember 12 with an historic reunion of 
the Baha'is of East and West Berlin. 

The celebration was planned origin
ally as a major public meeting in West 
Berlin by the nine loca: Spiritual .-\3-
semblies in that area. 

When the Berlin Wall was declared 
open on November 9, the Baha'is of 
West Berlin immediately extended an 
invitation to the friends in the eastern 
part of the city to join them. 

An estimated 200 people, Baba 'is 
and others from both East and West 
Berlin, including at least 40 non-Ba
ha'is from East Berlin, gathered for the 
public celebration on :-';ovember 12. 

They gave thanks for the uniqueness 
of this time in history, with the opening 
of the.Wall symbolizing the growth of 
trust and understanding among the na
tions of Europe and the world. 

• 
The 25th anniversary of the dedica

tion of the European Baha'i House or 
Worship in Langenhain, Germany, 
was celebrated with a series of events, 
the last of which took place November 
10 at the city hall in Hofheim, near 

'-l"frs. Margaret Nakikas Namaliu, wife 
of the prime minister of Papua New 
Guinea, and Mrs. Bungtabu Brown, 
president of the country's National 
Council of Women, enjoy drinks and 

Langenhain. 
An estimated 600 people gathered in 

Hofheim for a concert by two large 
.:hoirs and a chamber orchestra of 
about 100 musicians who performed 
works by Bach, Schubert, Mendel
ssohn and Kaminsky. The concert was 
.:o-sponsored by the city council of 
Hofheim and the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Germany. 

Among the speakers was Rolf Felix, 
the mayor of Hofheim, who commend
ed the Baha'fs for their vision of world 
peace and expressed a wish that the Ba
ha'f House of Worship might serve as 
an example of world peace for many 

peoPle.. I 

The Chaplains' Board of the Amer-
ican Armed Forces Radio and Televi
sion Service (AFRTS) has approved for 
worldwide broadcast to U.S. military 
personnel and their families a series of 
one-minute video tapes entitled "Peace 
Talks." 

The series was produced by the Na
:ional Spiritual Assembly of Alaska 
and introduced to AFRTS by the Ba
ha'i Committee for English-Speaking 
Friends in Germany. 

scones at the Morobe Women's Con
ference held last year in Lae. The event 
was sponsored by the Bahd '{ women of 
Lae, Morobe Province, and the ,Wo
robe Women's Association in Lae. 

World Centre 
The Universal House of Justice re

cently appointed the first European 
Baha'i Youth Council consisting or 
seven young Baha'is who will coordi
nate those activities of European youth 
that have a continental impac:. 

In addition to that duty, the C 0l:n..::: 
will assist and advise the Continent:!: 
Board of Counsellors, National Spir
itual Assemblies and National Baba'! 
Youth Committees on matters related 
to Baha'i youth activities. 

The Council will also send represen
tatives to non-Baha'i youth groups and 
other agencies on the continent. 

The Council held its first meeting 
last November 4-6 in L;~::Jcn. E;-,;;
land. 
------------------------
Bangladesh 

After consulting with Couns~iio! 
Burhani-Din Afshin, the Baba'is c·r 
Bangladesh recently launched five ,'!
gional teaching projects . 

Since then the Rajsha!1i region :las 
reported 700 new believers and se'ier 
new local Spiritual Assemblies, while 
in the Khulna region 3,650 new Baha'is 
have been enrolled and 13 newAssem
blies have been formed. 
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Macau 
Two students from the School of the 

Nations, a Baha'i-operated interna
tional school in Macau, were invited in 
January to take part in a Mandarin 
language contest in Zhuhai, China. 

The first "Zhuhai-Macau Mandarin 
Language Contest" was sponsored by 
the Zhuhai-based academic association 
which promotes the use of Mandarin, 
China's national language, in that 
C&ntonese-speaking area of China. 
The contest included adults, youth and 
children, nearly all of whom had come 
from various parts of China to work or 
study in Zhuhai or Macau. They dem
onstrated their fluency in Mandarin via 
speeches, recitations and songs. 

About 1,500 local Chinese residents, 
mostly youth and children, attended 
the event which filled the Zhuhai 
Theatre to capacity. The contestants 
from the School of the Nations re
ceived an especially warm welcome, as 
they were the only non-Chinese taking 
part. Eight-year-old Serena Fuller and 
nine-year-old Donald Tennant, both 
children of pioneers from the U.S., 
gave short talks in Mandarin, followed 
by a Mandarin song with guitar accom
paniment by Keith Barnes, a pioneer 
from Canada who is a teacher at the 
School of the Nations. 

Other Baha'i contestants were 
Chuck Fuller and Farzam Kamalabadi, 
two pioneers from the U.S. who have 
contributed greatly to the School of the 
Nations project. Mr. Kamalabadi's 
talk centered on themes conveyed in 
"The Promise of World Peace," while 
Mr. Fuller's light-hearted talk on "The 
Four Steps to Learning Mandarin" 
won first prize in the speech category. 

Guam 
Baha'i women on Guam have form

ed a Baha'i Women's Association as a 
step toward achieving the goals of the 
Six Year Plan. The purpose of the As
sociation, as stated in its by-laws, is 
"promotion of the role of women in 
working for peace in the family, the 
community and the world through edu
cation, spiritual enrichment, investiga
tion of the true significance of the 
equality of men and women, and 
through philanthropic and social ser
vice activities." 

The contest was the most recent in a 
series of exciting developments at the 
School of the Nations. Of special note 
was a demonstration of support last 
November by the government of Ma
cau, whose Department of Education 
awarded the school a $400,000 grant to 
expand into a new and larger facility to 
accommodate its growing enrollment. 

To cope with the waiting list of 
parents who want to enroll their child
ren in its bi-lingual Mandarin/English 
program, the school marked its second 
anniversary in January by opening ar: 
afternoon kindergarten session and 

Peru 

Members oj the <Raul Pavon Teaching 
Project,' held recently in Peru, are 
shown with the Mothers' Club oj the 

Following the enrollment of 36 new 
Baha'is, the first phase- of the Raul 
Pav6n Teaching Project in Peru drew 
to a close with a number of exciting 
events taking place in communities 
near Radio Baha'i. 

The "Raul Pav6n youth" had taken 
"serving the community" as their goal 
for the project. As a result of their ef
forts, the Government Tourist Agency 
and the town hall of Puno agreed to 
co-sponsor a city-wide clean-up cam
paign. Radio Baha'i helped by holding 
interviews and presenting live reports 
as the activity progressed. 

The Raul Pav6n youth and a teach
ing team from Radio Baha '{ sponsored 
a conference especially for young peo
ple from the nearby countryside. Nine-

building two additional classrooms in 
the primary school section. 

Beginning next September, the exist
i;:g location will house an expanded 
;::,~e-school and kindergarten program, 
a;-,j the primary school will occupy the 
new location along with a secondary 
s;:hool that will be added at the rate of 
one grade level per year. Both facilities 
v.ill be used to house the school's grow
:~g Centre for Continuing Education, 
a;-. evening school program offering 
la:1guage classes, computer courses, 
a;:j \'ocational training for adults and 
: ... YLllh. 

rural community oj Puno. A number 
oj Mothers' Clubs have asked Jor Ba
M 'f speakers. 

ty-eight non-Baha'is attended and took 
part in such discussions as "The Search 
of Today's Youth for a New Meaning 
of Life," "Why Do Youth Respond to 
Baha'u'lllih?" "Who Is Baha'u'lllih?" 
and "How We, As Youth, Can Estab
lish World Peace." 

After the conference, the young Ba
ha'is spoke on the radio, calling on the 
people in the vicinity to "change with 
us. " 

As a result of the project, the head
masters at all the local schools have 
agreed to open their facilities for any 
activities planned by the Baha'is, and 
the schools' Mothers Clubs have asked 
for speakers on the Faith and related 
topics. 
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Germany 

About 200 people of diverse back
grounds gathered last September 3 at 
the Baha'i House of Worship in Lan
genhain, Germany, for a "Festival for 
Understanding Among Nations." 

Performances of music, classical 
dance and other arts were given by Ba
ha'i and non-Baha'i artists from 
Greece, Iran, Turkey and Germany. 

A special "International Worship 
Service" at the Temple, with prayers in 
many languages, contributed signifi
cantly to the success of the event . 

• 
Last September 10, about 250 people 

attended an interfaith worship service 
held to mark the 25th anniversary of 
the dedication of the Baha'i House of 
Worship in Langenhain, Germany. 

Two priests and a non-Baha'i men's 
choir took part in the program, which 
included readings from the sacred texts 
of several religions and whose theme 
was "peace." 

Following the worship service a film 
about construction of the House of 
Worship was shown, after which the 
director of the men's choir and his wife 
embraced the Faith . 

• 
In September, 23 professors and 

doctors from the People's Republic of 
China spent an evening at the BaM'i 
House of Worship in Langenhain, Ger
many. 

Their visit was part of an official 
program organized by Hoechst Indus
tries and the Chinese-German Medical 
Association. It included a banquet and 
a performance of classical German 
music by a string quartet. 

A copy of the Chinese-English de
luxe edition of The Hidden Words was 
presented to each of the guests. 

Paraguay 
A group of indigenous people was 

the first fruit of a weekend teaching 
campaign held September 23-24 in 
Paraguay. 

On Saturday, members of the teach
ing team visited three ethnic groups 
who, despite having their own church
es, invited the BaM'is to return the fol
lowing day. 

When team members returned, one 
group of Lengua people, 17 adults and 
18 children including the chief, accept-

Suriname 

Among the goals of the Six Year Plan 
in Suriname is teaching the Faith to the 
country's Chinese population. To help 
in that effort, Cheong Kong Wah 
fright) pioneered to Suriname from 

The Netherlands 
Ten BaM'is were among the 16,000 

people who attended a recent 
"Churches Day" gathering sponsored 
by the Netherlands Council of Church
es. 

As most of those attending had 
never heard of the Faith, the event was 
a great opportunity for proclamation. 

During a session on interreligious 
meetings, one of the Baha'is raised the 
question of whether it might be possi
ble that all religions spring from one 
source. A Hindu answered, "Natural
ly. All religions can come only from 
one Source-the Creator." 

ed the Faith at once. 

The chief remarked as the Baha'is 
were leaving that he had traveled a long 
way the previous Friday, to Asuncion, 
to visit the Baha'i National Center, 
"because I wanted to know you bet
ter. " 

It was decided to make regular visits 
to the Lengua group as they want to 
learn more about the Faith in order to 
become active believers. 

Malaysia. Here he helps teach a Chi
nese couple the Faith with help from 
Auxiliary Board member Marijke Van 
Lith (second from left). 

In a workshop entitled "Men and 
Power," on the inequality between 
men and women, there was much argu
ing among the men and women pres
ent. 

When a Baha'i took her turn at the 
microphone, she spoke for 10 minutes 
explaining the BaM'i principle of the 
equality of men and women, and em
phasizing the importance of the 
woman as educator of the new genera
tion. She said she was happy to have an 
opportunity to encourage the men as 
well as women, and urged the men to 
support and stimulate the women in 
their development. 

Her talk was greeted by a large 
round of applause from the audience 
and created much happiness in the ses
sion. 

United States 
The video production "Peace ... 

The Promise" has been chosen as a 
finalist, from among more than 3,000 
entries from more than 30 countries, in 
the annual International Film and 
Television Festival in New York City. 
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Nigeria 
Three teaching campaigns held last 

October in Nigeria led to the enroll
ment of 964 new believers. 

During the Samuel Bakare Project in 
Oghara, Bendel State, from October 
16-20, 142 people were enrolled. 

After nine days of teaching in the 
Ikwerre and Ihie areas, the Baha'is 
enrolled III people and formed seven 
new local Spiritual Assemblies. 

Following these two projects a Na
tional Teaching Conference was held, 
from which 18 Baha'is traveled to 
Omu-Aran, where the Elizabeth Gib
son Kwara Teaching Project was under 
way. When it was over on November 5, 
711 new believers had been enrolled 
and 25 new Assemblies formed. 

Thailand 
Following a National Youth Camp 

last October at 5araburi, Thailand, 13 
Ba.;a'i youth went on a two-day teach
ing trip organized by the National 
Teaching Committee. They visited Na
korn Rajsima, enrolling 423 new be
lievers. 

Among the new Baha'is were seven 
police personnel, seven nursing stu
dents, two teachers at a primary 
school, 148 students at Suam Mon 
School, and some of those involved in 
a sports program at the local stadium. 

Some of the youth met with a man 
and his wife who own the Mahachon 
Business News and established an ex
cellent rapport with them. 

The woman had worked for Thai
land's Ministry of Foreign Affairs for 
17 years and had lived for more than 
two years in Iran. She offered one of 
her vacant houses to the Baha'is for 
their use during future visits, and was 
delighted to hear that the Baha'is plan
ned to visit again soon. 

Samoa 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

Samoa began an "Entry-by-Troops" 
teaching campaign last November 20 
with the close collaboration of the 
Board of Counsellors and Auxiliary 
Boards. 

By December, 1,144 people had de
clared their belief in Baha'u'llah. More 
than 30 villages now have some 50-60 
Baha'is each. 
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Transkei 

Shown are those who gathered at the 
I Enoch Olinga Baha'i Center in Trans
I kei for a recent conference for assis
I tants to the Auxiliar.v Board. The con-

India 

Some 300 women have been enrolled 
in the Faith as a result of the Javan
mardi Teaching Project in India. 

Among the activities in Dhenkanal 
Town and nearby villages was a talk 
given at the Nurse Training Centre on 
"The Role of Women in Bringing 
Peace." All of the women who attend
ed that meeting later declared their 
belief in Baha'u'llah. 

Teaching continued in the Panch
ayat villages where the enrollment of 
more women brought the total to 
about 300. The enrollment of youth 
and children is also increasing. 

• 
The Baha'i House of Wvfship in In

dia continues to attract diverse groups 
of people. 

In December the 12th Tai Sitppa, 
who is second in rank to His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama, visited the Temple, ac
companied by three monks. He ex
pressed his delight with its design, as 
the lotus is closely linked to Buddhism. 
He was given an information packet 
and escorted around the House of 
Worship by the secretary of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of India and 
staff members. 

A group of 13 African students at 

ference was arranged b.t: Auxiliary 
Board member Giti Rodhani. Counsel
/0' La!!y Jrarren (left of center with 
tue bag/ was the gues{ speaker. 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, who also 
\'isited the Temple in December, sug
gested that a program be arranged at 
their school to teach the Baha'i mes
sage. The idea was echoed by a profes
sor from Hissar. Haryana, who visited 
with his students and suggested that the 
time is ripe for the Baha'is to meet with 
university administrators to give them 
the message, thereby allowing them to 
educate students with guidance based 
on the teachings of Baha'u'llah. 

Also in December, several large 
groups of children visited the Temple, 
listened to the Baha'i message and ask
ed many questions about the Faith. 

Hong Kong 
who is a well-known actor, recently vis
ited Hong Kong and was the guest on a 
popular radio talk show. 
on a popular radio talk show. 

Mr. Hinton spoke about his early 
days in South Africa, where he had 
become a Baha'j 20 years ago, and of 
his acting caree; with Britain's Royal 
Shakespeare Company. Eventually he 
went to Australia, where he appears on 
television and is an active member of 
the Baha'i community. 
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Australia 
Two national BahA'{ conferences 

were held during the last week of De
cember 1989 in Sydney, Australia. 

One, a national Chinese Teaching 
Conference, was attended by Counsel
lor Suhayl Ala'i, four members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, and 100 
of the friends. Many new believers, 
mainly Chinese, were present. 

As a result, a one-year intensive 
Cabramatta Teaching Project has been 
launched, directed toward ethnic mi
norities in the Sydney area. A Center 
has been rented to provide a base for 
the teaching activities. Since it was 
opened, 20 people have become Ba
hA'{s. 

The second conference, called "New 
Models for Life," was based on the 
1989 Ri4van message from the Univer
sal House of Justice. Counsellor Ala'i, 
four members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly and four Auxiliary Board 
members were among the more than 
700 BahA'{s who attended including 
some from the Cocos Islands. 

A separate conference for pre-youth 
was held simultaneously. Evening en
tertainment included performances by 

Togo 

Lea Nys, a traveling teacher from Bel
gium, is pictured with General Gnas
sinbe Eyadema, Head of State of To
go, during a visit to his office in Lome 

Bahd'fs and their guests are pictured at 
a fireside for Chinese seekers held at 
the home of a Bahd'fin Perth, Western 
Australia. Owing to the fervor created 

Jack Lenz and his son, Asher, from 
Canada, and Don Lewis, an Aborigine 
from Australia who performed on the 
harmonica, organ, guitar and didgeri· 
doo. 

last November. Eyadema arrang
ed for a Bahei'l' booth at the Interna
tional Trade Fair which he officially 
opened the following day. 

, 
by a Chinese Teaching Coriference last 
December, many new believers who are 
Chinese have joined in the teaching. 

The conference closed with a wiity 
feast, and the following day many of 
the friends gathered for a barbecue. On 
that same day, two people declared 
their belief in BahA'u'llah. 

Bophuthatswana 

The BahA'{ community of Bophu
thatswana held its fust International 
BahA'{ Summer School last December 
25-29 at the Pilanesberg National 
Game Reserve. Among the 263 people 
attending were friends from 11 na
tions, including one from as far away 
as Norway, and five Auxiliary Board 
members from Bophuthatswana and 
neighboring countries. 

Sessions were dedicated to further
ing the understanding of the process of 
entry by troops. 

One of the highlights was a visit by 
the National Broadcasting Television 
Services (BOP-TV) whose producer 
and crew spent the better part of a day 
interviewing those at the school. They 
also filmed classes in progress and in
terviewed a four-member panel repre
senting African, Iranian, American 
(both black and white) and male and 
female members of the BahA'{ commu
nity. 
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World Centre 

Ridvan message to Baha'is of the world 

To the Bahd'is of the world 
Dearly loved Friends, 

Having ended a year of momentous achievements, we 
stand at the threshold of the last decade of this radiant 
twentieth century facing an immediate future of immense 
challenges and dazzling prospects. The swiftness of events 
during the past year is indicative of the acceleration, as the 
hundredth anniversary of Baha'u'llah's Ascension ap
proaches, of the spiritual forces released with the advent of 
His revolutionizing mission. It is an acceleration which, in 
its suddenness and wide transformational impact on social 
thought and on political entities, has aroused feelings of de
light as to its immediate effects and of bewilderment as to its 
real meaning and destined outcome, prompting the aston
ished editors of an outstanding newspaper, finding them
selves bereft of explanations, to attribute it to the workings 
of an "Invisible Hand." 

For the followers of Baha'u'llah throughout the world 
there can be no doubt as to the Divine Source and clear in
tention of these extraordinary happenings. Let us rejoice, 
therefore, in the wondrous signs of the beneficence of God's 
abounding grace. The high level of teaching and enroll
ments reported last Rigvan has been sustained, and new 
fields of teaching have been opened from Eastern Europe to 
the China Sea. With the settlement in recent weeks of two 
Knights of Baha'u'llah in Sakhalin Island, the last remain
ing territory named by Shoghi Effendi in his Ten Year 
Global Plan entered the Baha'i fold. The re-creation last 
Rigvan of the local Spiritual Assembly of Ishqabad, the re
cent election of that of Cluj in Romania, the first new As
sembly in the "East Bloc," the re-establishment and forma
tion this Rigvan of locai Spiritual Assemblies in other parts 
of the Soviet Union and in other countries of Eastern Eu
rope-all these achievements and immediate prospects af
firm our arrival at a significant milestone in the fourth 
epoch of the Formative Age. The Administrative Order now 
embraces a community of wider diversity than ever before. 
It is such prodigious developments that prompted our recent 
announcement of a subsidiary Two Year Teaching Plan, 
now formally launched, to which we commend your urgent 
and active attention. 

How staggering, how far-reaching have been the activities 
which propelled the community in one short year toward 
this stage in its evolution! As we reflect on the wonders of 
Baha'u'llah's confirmations, our hearts turn with love and 
appreciation to the Hands of the Cause of God everywhere, 
who, as the standard-bearers of that community, have ever 
upheld its bright emblems against the darkness of the times. 
With an indomitable spirit they persevere in fulfilling, under 

all circumstances and wherever they may be, their God
given tasks to stimulate, edify and advise its widely scat
tered, rapidly multiplying members. In the face of the new 
situation in the Baba'i world, we take joy in mentioning 
some instances in the past year of association of Hands of 
the Cause with the developments in Europe and Asia. Ama
tu'l-Baba Ruhiyyih Kbanum, in an extended journey to the 
Far East, represented the Universal House of Justice at the 
formation of the National Spiritual Assembly of Macau; 
spent time with the Knight of Baha'u'Uah in Mongolia 
where subsequently the first native declared her belief in 
Baba'u'llah; and devoted much attention to the friends in 
different parts of the People's Republic of China, where her 
film "The Green Light Expedition" has been shown on tele
vision. Mr. Collis Featherstone focused much energy on re
invigorating the long-suffering friends in war-ravaged Viet
nam. At this very moment, Mr. 'AU-Akbar Furutan is visit
ing the USSR, which he was forced to leave during the per
secution of the Faith there; now he has returned in trium
phant fulfillment of a wish expressed to him by our beloved 
Guardian some 60 years ago. 

Nor have the Counsellor members of the International 
Teaching Centre been slow in responding to opportunities 
to foster the climate of progress now evident in all quarters 
of the globe. Through the unified vision of growth to which 
they have called the Continental Boards of Counsellors and 
their able, hard-working and self-sacrificing auxiliaries, a 
new vitality can be felt in the expansion and consolidation 
of the Faith throughout the world. The Continental Coun
sellors deserve the deep gratitude of the entire Baha'i com
munity as they approach the close of their current- five-year 
term, distinguished for their outstanding services. 

Just as the community has extended its ramifications in
ternally, it has also expanded its relations, influence and ap
peal externally in a variety of ways, some astonishing in 
their breadth and potential. A few examples will suffice: 
Through the newly established Office of the Environment, 
the Baba'i International Community, on its own initiative 
and in collaboration with other environmental organiza
tions, re-instituted the annual World Forestry Charter 
Gathering founded in 1945 by the renowned Richard St. 
Barbe Baker; since then the Office of the Environment has 
been invited to participate in important events sponsored by 
international organizations concerned with environmental 
questions. The Baha'i International Community has been 
involved in the work of the Task Force for Literacy under 
the aegis of UNESCO and was invited to participate in the 
World Conference on Education for All held in Thailand, 
where its representative was asked to assume a variety of 
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highly visible and important tasks which gave prominence 
to the Baha'i community. Steps were taken, with the en
couragement of a Fijian senior government official, to open 
in Suva a branch of the Baha'i International Community's 
United Nations office for the Pacific region. The University 
of Maryland in the United States announced its decision to 
establish "The Baha'i Chair for World Peace" in its Center 
for International Development and Conflict Management, 
which will give rise to a great increase in academic efforts to 
examine the Cause of Baha'u'llah. At almost the same time 
the National Spiritual Assembly of India announced that an 
agreement had been reached to establish a Chair for Baha'i 
Studies at the University of Indore. 

The continuing efforts to secure the emancipation of the 
Baha'is of Iran evolved to a new stage. For the first time, a 
United Nations representative was able officially to meet on 
Iranian soil with a representative of the proscribed Baha'i 
community. The result was recorded in a report to the 
United Nations Commission on Human Rights, at whose re
cent session in Geneva a resolution on Iran mentioning the 
Baha'is was again adopted. In a corollary action of far
reaching importance, the United States House of Represen
tatives unanimously adopted a resolution calling for the 
emancipation of the Iranian Baha'i community and outlin
ing steps to be taken by the United States government to
ward this end; a similar resolution is before the Senate. 

In the Holy Land, preparations for the execution of the 
building projects on Mount Carmel received a definite 
boost. It is a cause of deep satisfaction that, on the eve of 
Naw-Ruz, the District Town Planning Commission, after 
delicate and complex negotiations, decided to approve the 
plan submitted by the Baha'i World Centre. This paves the 
way for the ultimate issuance of building permits. 

Beloved friends: Merely two years separate us from the 
conclusion of the Six Year Plan and the beginning at RiQvan 
1992 of the Holy Year, that special time when we shall pause 
to appreciate the tumultuous record of events which will 
have brought us to the Centenary of the Ascension of 
Baha'u'llah and to reflect with due solemnity upon the 
redemptive purpose of the life of the most precious Being 
ever to have drawn breath on this planet. 

In anticipation of this high watermark in Baha'i history, 
plans have been set in motion for two major world events: 
one, the gathering in the Holy Land of a wide representa
tion of believers from around the globe to participate in a 
befitting commemoration of that poignant consummation 
in the vicinity of the Most Holy Shrine. A component of this 
commemoration, symbolic of the transcendent and victori
ous influence of Baha'u'llah's liberated Spirit, will be the 
depositing beneath the floor at the entrance door of His 
Shrine of a receptacle containing the illuminated Roll of 
Honor of the Knights of Baha'u'lhih, a listing initiated by 
Shoghi Effendi during his Ten Year Plan of those intrepid 
souls who arose to conquer in the Name of their Lord virgin 
territories mentioned in that Plan. This will have brought to 
a fitting conclusion, after nearly four decades, an intention 
expressed by the beloved Guardian himself. The living 
Knights of Baha'u'llah will be invited to witness this occur
rence. 

The other event will be the Baha'i World Congress to 
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celebrate the centennial of the inauguration of the Covenant 
bequeathed to posterity by Baha'u'lltih as the sure means of 
safeguarding the unity and integrity of His world-embracing 
Order. It is to be convened in November 1992 in New York, 
the place designated as the City of the Covenant by Him 
Who is its appointed Center and Who anticipated that 
"New York will become a blessed spot from which the call 
to steadfastness in the Covenant and Testament of God will 
go forth to every part of the world." 

Related events at the local and national levels will com
bine with these two primary occasions to give vent to the in
nermost sentiments of the Baha'is and to impress on the 
public the profound fact of the appearance in the world of 
the Lord of the Covenant and the aims and achievements of 
His sublime mission. Indeed, plans are in progress to mount 
an intensive campaign to emblazon His Name across the 
globe. 

The friends everywhere must now orient themselves to the 
significance of these twin anniversaries. They must be spir
itually prepared through prayer and study of the Teachings 
to obtain a deeper appreciation of the station and purpose 
of Baha'u'llah and of the basic meaning of His mighty 
Covenant. Such preparation is at the very core of their striv
ing to effect a transformation in their individual and col
lective lives. Let all the friends-every man, woman and 
youth-demonstrate through the high quality of their inner 
life and private character, the unified spirit of their associa
tion one with another, the rectitude of their conduct in rela
tion to all, and the excellence of their achievements, that 
they belong to a truly enlightened and exemplary commu
nity; that their Best Beloved, whose Ascension they will 
commemorate, had not suffered His life on earth in vain. 
Let these requisites be the standard of their efforts to teach 
His Cause, the hallmark of their homage to the King of 
Kings. 

Our dear and valued co-workers: It is at such a time of 
profound anticipation for us that world society finds itself 
in a critical phase of its transition to the character envision
ed for it by the Lord of the Age. The winds of God rage on, 
upsetting old systems, adding impetus to the deep yearning 
for a new order in human affairs, and opening the way for 
the hoisting of the banner of Baha'u'lltih in lands from 
which it has hitherto been barred. The rapidity of the 
changes being wrought stirs up the expectations which in
spire our dreams in the closing decade of the twentieth cen
tury. The situation is equally a bright portent and a weighty 
challenge. 

It is portentous of the profound change in the structure of 
present-day society which attainment to the Lesser Peace 
implies. Hopeful as are the signs, we cannot forget that the 
dark passage of the Age of Transition has not been fully tra
versed; it is as yet long, slippery and tortuous. For god
lessness is rife, materialism rampant. Nationalism and rac
ism still work their treachery in men's hearts, and humanity 
remains blind to the spiritual foundations of the solutions to 
its economic woes. For the Baha'i community the situation 
is a particular challenge, because time is running out and we 
have serious commitments to keep. The most immediate of 
these are: one, to teach the Cause of God and build its 
divinely ordained institutions throughout the world with 
wisdom, courage and urgency; and two, to complete on 
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Mount Carmel the construction of the Terraces of the 
Shrine of the Bab and the remaining buildings on the Arc of 
the World Administrative Center of the Faith. The one calls 
for resolute, sustained and confident action on the part of 
the individual believer. The other requires a liberal outpour
ing of funds. Both are intimatelv related. 

Over the last two years, almost one million souls entered 
the Cause. The increasing instances of entry by troops in 
different places contributed to that growth-, drawing atten
tion to Shoghi Effendi's vision which shapes our perception 
of glorious future possibilities in the teaching field. For he 
has asserted that the process of "entry by troops of divers 
nations and races into the Baha'i world ... will be the pre
lude to that long-awaited hour when a mass conversion on 
the part of these same nations and races, and as a direct 
result of a chain of events, momentous and possibly catas
trophic in nature, and which cannot as yet be even dimly 
visualized, will suddenly revolutionize the fortunes of the 
Faith, derange the equilibrium of the.world, and reinforce a 
thousandfold the numerical strength as well as the material 
power and the spiritual authority of the Faith of Baha'
u'llah." We have every encouragement to believe that large
scale enrollments will expand, involving village after village, 
town after town, from one country to another. However, it 
is not for us to wait passively for the ultimate fulfillment of 
Shoghi Effendi's vision. We few, placing our whole trust in 
the providence of God and regarding as a divine privilege 
the challenges which face us, must proceed to victory with 
the plans in hand. 

An expansion of thought and action in certain aspects of 
our work would enhance our possibilities for success in 
meeting our aforementioned commitments. Since change, 
ever more rapid change, is a constant characteristic of life at 
this time, and since our growth, size and external relations 
demand much of us, our community must be ready to 
adapt. In a sense this means that the community must be
come more adept at accommodating a wide range of actions 
without losing concentration on the primary objectives of 
teaching, namely, expansion and consolidation. A unity in 
diversity of actions is called for, a condition in which dif
ferent individuals will concentrate on different activities, 
appreciating the salutary effect of the aggregate on the 
growth and development of the Faith, because each person 
cannot do everything and all persons cannot do the same 
thing. This understanding is important to the maturity 
which, by the many demands being made upon it, the com
munity is being forced to attain. 

The Order brought by BaM'u'llah is intended to guide 
the progress and resolve the problems of society. Our num
bers are as yet too small to effect an adequate demonstra
tion of the potentialities inherent in the administrative 
system we are building, and the efficacy of this system will 
not be fully appreciated without a vast expansion of our 
membership. With the prevailing situation in the world the 
necessity to effect such a demonstration becomes more com
pelling. It is all too obvious that even those who rail against 
the defects of the old order. and would even tear it down, 
are themselves bereft of any viable alternative to put in its 
place. Since the Administrative Order is designed to be a 
pattern for future society, the visibility of such a pattern will 
be a signal of hope to those who despair. 

Thus far, we have achieved a marvelous diversity in the 
large numbers of ethnic groups represented in the Faith, and 
everything should be done to fortify it through larger en
rollments from among groups already represented and the 
attraction of members from groups not yet reached. How
ever, there is another category of diversity which must be 
built up and without which the Cause will not be able ade
quately to meet the challenges being thrust upon it. Its mem
bership, regardless of ethnic variety, needs now to embrace 
increasing numbers of people of capacity, including persons 
of accomplishment and prominence in the various fields of 
human endeavor. Enrolling significant numbers of such 
persons is an indispensable aspect of teaching the masses, an 
aspect which cannot any longer be neglected and which 
must be consciously and deliberately incorporated into our 
teaching work, so as to broaden its base and accelerate the 
process of entry by troops. So important and timely is the 
need for action on this matter that we are impelled to call 
upon Continental Counsellors and National Spiritual As
semblies to devote serious attention to it in their consulta
tions and plans. 

The affairs of mankind have reached a stage at which in
creasing calls will be made upon our community to assist, 
through advice and practical measures, in solving critical 
social problems. It is a service that we will gladly render, but 
this means that our local and National Spiritual Assemblies 
must adhere more scrupulously to principle. With increas
ing public attention being focused on the Cause of God, it 
becomes imperative for Baha'i institutions to improve their 
performance, through a closer identification with the fun
damental verities of the Faith, through greater conformity 
to the spirit and form of BaM'i administration, and 
through a keener reliance on the beneficial effects of proper 
consultation, so that the comIr.unities they guide will reflect 
a pattern of life that will offer hope to the disillusioned 
members of society. 

That there are indications that the Lesser Peace cannot be 
too far distant, that the local and national institutions of the 
Administrative Order are growing steadily in experience and 
influence, that the plans for the construction of the remain
ing administrative edifices on the Arc are in an advanced 
stage-that these hopeful conditions make more discernible 
the shaping of the dynamic synchronization envisaged by 
Shoghi Effendi, no honest observer can deny. 

As a community clearly in the vanguard of the construc
tive forces at work on the planet, and as one which has ac
cess to proven knowledge, let us be about our Father's bus
iness. He will, from His glorious retreats on high, release 
liberal effusions of His grace upon our humble efforts, as
tonishing us with the incalculable victories of His conquer
ing power. It is for the unceasing blessings of such a Father 
that we shall continue to supplicate on behalf of each and 
everyone of you at the Sacred Threshold. 

The Universal House of Justice 
Rir/win 1990 
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United States 

San Francisco hosts Chinese Symposium 

"Reaching the Chinese: The Time Is 
Now" was the topic of spirited consul
tation March 29-April 1 during the Ba
ha'i International Chinese Symposium 
at the Baha'i Center in San Francisco, 
California. 

Nearly 400 people including some 50 
of Chinese heritage representing nine 
countries and 24 states gathered in the 
spacious auditorium at the Center to 
take a close look at the Chinese and 
their culture, discuss teaching Chinese 
both inside and outside of mainland 
China, and inspire a sense of urgency 
among one another to act now, while 
the doors are open. 

In a message to the Symposium, the 
Universal House of Justice wrote: 

"These are momentous times in the 
fortunes of mankind ... times of 
rapid and far-reaching global change 
which gives rise to fundamental ques
tions of concern about the social order 

Speaking during a panel discussion at 
the International Chinese Symposium 
in San Francisco is Rosalie Tran, direc-

in which we alI live. 
"AlI over the world, but particularly 

in China, our contemporaries are 
searching for answers to these ques
tions. This searching appears to have 
generated a new kind of receptivity 
which recognizes in the Teachings the 
basic principles which are at once time
ly, relevant and compelling. 

"The conjunction of this receptivity 
with the presence of thousands of Chi
nese in your midst presents an opportu
nity for teaching that may never recur 
in your lifetime. 

"The time is now." 
Among the special guests at the Sym

posium was a retired member of the 
House of Justice, David Hofman, who 
shared stories of his recent travels 
through Macau, Malaysia, Singapore, 
Hong Kong and Taiwan. 

Mr. Hofman pointed out that the 
Chinese people have a rich and varied 

tor of the Bahd', International Com
munity Office of Public Information in 
Hong Kong. 

history and culture and share a philos
ophy that is remarkably similar in 
many respects to the Teachings of 
Baha'u'llah. 

Teaching successes from around the 
world were shared by Baha'i pioneers 
where efforts to reach Chinese outside 
the People's Republic of China are 
having a noteworthy effect. 

Those addressing the topic included 
Sabrina Townsend, who recently came 
to the U.S. from Hong Kong; Donald 
Tennant from Macau; Charles Pau, a 
member of the International Chinese 
Teaching Committee who has been 
teaching in Singapore and Australia; 
Kit Yin Kiang from Taiwan; and rep
resentatives of the National Chinese 
Teaching Committee of Canada who 
reported about recent activities in Van
couver, British Columbia. 

In a moving session on Friday morn
ing, 11 Chinese Baha'is spoke about 
how they had become Baha'is and 
what had attracted them to the Faith. 

They were drawn to the Cause, most 
said, because of the unity of the Ba
ha'is as well as by the social principles 
and the teachings on world peace. 

Their stories reinforced the senti
ments expressed in a letter to the Sym
posium from the Hand of the Cause of 
God Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khcinum 
in which she urged the friends to re
member that "this great race (the Chi
nese) comes from an entirely different 
historic background outside the Judea
Christian-Muslim line of world relig
ions, and the appeal to their very log
ical minds and different historic and 
cultural background should be from 
their point of view and not the one we 
are used to in the Western Hemisphere 
and Europe." 

Speakers, panelists and workshop 
facilitators at the Symposium repre
sented the Boards of Counsellors and 
Auxiliary Boards of Asia and the 
Americas; the U.S. National Spiritual 
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David Hofman (left photo), retired 
member of the Universal House of Jus-

Assembly; the Baha'i Committee for 
China appointed by the Universal 
House of Justice; the International 
Chinese Teaching Committee; the Ba
ha'i International Community; the Na
tional Teaching Committees of Canada 
and the U.S.; and many present and 
former pioneers and traveling teachers 
who lived in or traveled through China 
or other countries with large Chinese 
populations. 

Also attending were members of the 
National Spiritual Assemblies of Ecua
dor, Macau, Singapore, Suriname and 
Thailand. 

Plenary sessions included talks on 
the development of the Cause in China 
and offered a wealth of ideas about 
how to reach the Chinese outside of 
mainland China. 

"Understanding the Chinese People 
and Culture" was the topic of a talk by 
Charles Pau of Singapore who also 
spoke on "The Vision of Chinese 
Teaching Outside Mainland China." 

Mr. Pau referred to a letter from the 
Universal House of Justice to the U.S. 
National Spiritual Assembly, read to 
the Symposium by Judge James Nel
son, vice-chairman of the National As
sembly, which suggested that one of 
the best opportunities to contact Chi
nese in America is in the universities 
where one can reach those who will re
turn to China to become that country's 
most influential citizens. 

Lori McLaughlin, a former student 

tice, addresses the Chinese Sympos- ger/dancer Zhu Ming Ying (center) 
ium. Among the performers were sin- and the Pacific Zheng Ensemble. 

Taking a break between sessions, some 
of the participants in the Chinese Sym-

in mainland China now at Cornell Uni
versity, reiterated that point in a talk 
entitled "The Role of Youth in Reach
ing the Chinese." 

She noted from experience that 
young people in China are struggling to 
tind answers to their country's prob
lems, but that many who look to the 
C.S. to find those solutions are dis-
appointed. . 

"Baha'i youth," she said, "can of
fer the greatest gift (to the Chinese), 

posium share their thoughts on teach
ing and other important matters. 

the solutions they are seeking. 
"One way to reach the Chinese 

youth is to study the Chinese language 
in school and go to China to continue 
your education. Any field can be re
searched or studied in China." 

Farzam Kamalabadi, a member of 
the Baha'i Committee for China, 
spoke on "The Baha'i Faith and 
China," and later outlined some of the 
many ways in which Baha'is can use 
the mass media, especially the many 
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Chinese-language newspapers around 
the world, to reach the Chinese popu
lation. 

Andy Sham of the U.S. National 
Teaching Committee spoke on 
"Teaching Chinese People in the 
United States" and introduced the re
cently approved Chinese teaching and 

. declaration card. 
Sandra Hutchinson of Canada, who 

has traveled extensively in China, 
spoke on "Establishing Chinese Teach
ing Networks," pointing out that one 
of the best ways to form a network of 
Chinese friends is "to begin with the 
Chinese person most available to you. 
In becoming close to that one person, 
you will have many Chinese friends be
fore you know it." 

A slide program by Roland Y azhari 
depicted some of his many trips to 
mainland China. 

Panel discussions included those on 
"Differences and Similarities Between 
Chinese Inside and Outside of Main
land China" and "Teaching Chinese in 
Universities. " 

Panelists for the first of these were 
Rosalie Tran, Kit Yin Kiang, former 
residents in China John Skeaff and 
Deborah Todd, and Victor Green
spoon, a pioneer to Thailand. 

Taking part in the second panel were 
Jene Brusen-Bellows, who has traveled 
in China and taught in several Asian 
countries as well as in colleges in the 
U.S.; Barry Shapiro, a former pioneer 
to Africa who is active in Chinese 
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teaching at Purdue University; and 
Lori McLaughlin. 

Both panels were followed by an 
open mike dialogue between panelists 
and the audience. 

Workshop sessions presented oppor
tunities for consultation on a variety of 
topics. One of them, on the first Sino
American Conference on Women's Is
sues, to be held next June in Beijing, 
was conducted by Juana Conrad, a 
member of the National Spiritual As
sembly who is on the conference steer
ing committee and will be taking part 
in the event itself. 

Meanwhile, Barbara Sellars, chair-

Holding an impromptu strategy session 
before presenting their cogent and 
weI/-received insights at the Interna
tional Chinese Symposium are Coun
sel/ors (left to right) Fred Schechter, 
Bijan Fareed and William Roberts. 

man of the Asia-Pacific Islander Cul
tural Awareness Training Committee 
in Fresno and secretary of the board of 
directors of Fresno Refugee Services, 
conducted a workshop on Southeast 
Asian Baha'i refugees. 

Other sessions addressed such topics 
as reaching Chinese on college cam
puses and teaching experiences of Ba
ha'is in China and Macau. 

On Saturday evening, about 300 
Chinese from the San Francisco area 
were guests at a gala "Tribute to Chi
nese Culture" at the Baha'i Center. 

Following the program, many of 
these guests attended a reception at 

Among those performing during the Chinese Folk Dance Association of 
Tribute to Chinese Culture' was the San Francisco. 



which 11 people including nine Chinese 
embraced the Cause. 

The program itself included per
formances by Zhu Ming Ying, a singer
dancer from mainland China now liv
ing in Boston who in 1989 won China's 
first-ever Gold Record Award; the 
Pacific Zheng Ensemble from San 
Francisco; a Baha'i children's choir 
from the Bay area led by Ron and 
Carol Lyles of San Mateo; Elaine Wu, 
former soloist with the Central Phil
harmonic Society in Beijing; Lilian 
Wu, a Baha'i from San Francisco who 
is a well-known pianist and former re
citalist with the BBC; and the Chinese 
Folk Dance Association of San Fran
cisco which performed a traditional 
dance from Mongolia and a fan dance 
in the Anhui, Shantang and Yunnan 
styles. 

The Chinese Symposium was well
covered by the media with articles in 
four Chinese-language newspapers and 
programs on two television· stations 
whose audience is predominantly Chi
nese. 

A video tape of the Chinese cultural 
evening was requested by a local Chi
nese-language TV station, to be aired 
as a one-hour special dubbed in Chi
nese. 

On the day the Symposium opened, 

Drums and cymbals, very much a part 
of the Chinese musical heritage, en
liven the Saturday evening 'Tribute to 
Chinese Culture. ' 

a press conference and luncheon was 
held in Chinatown at which Mr. Hof
man, Rosalie Tran of the Hong Kong 
Office of Public Information, Mr. 
Kamalabadi and ~tr. Kiang explained 
that the Symposium was being held to 
promote an understanding of the Chi
nese culture and to establish friend
ships among Chinese and Americans. 

The Chinese Symposium ended at 
noon on Sunday, after which about 
270 Baha'is and Southeast Asian guests 
from the Bay area were brought by bus 
to the Center for a Southeast Asian Ba
ha'i Conference. 

It was reported that nine of the 
Southeast Asians accepted the Faith 
while en route to the conference, which 
was a reunion for many of them as well 

Above: A member of the Pacific Zheng 
Ensemble performs. Below: A colorful 

as an opportunity to greet and to hear 
from Mr. Hofman who gave an espec
ially warm welcome to the many child
ren seated on the floor at the front of 
the room. 

At the close of the conference, which 
was conducted in English, Hmong, 
Khmer, Lao and Vietnamese, several 
of those who had taken part in the 
weekend's events remained in San 
Francisco to continue teaching efforts 
that had begun several weeks before 
the Symposium under the guidance of 
the Metro 1000 Project Committee. 

As of the opening of the Symposium 
the teachers had reported 31 declara
tions, a number that has since risen to 
at least 54 including 13 Chinese and 17 
Southeast Asians. 

and popular '!ion' tosses an orange to 
the audience. 
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Guyana 

On cutting edge of 'entry by troops' 

Ellen Widmer, a U.S. pioneer to Gu
yana who serves as an Auxiliary Board 
member in that country, spoke recently 
to staff at the U.S. BaM'i National 
Center in Wilmette, Illinois, about 
teaching victories in Guyana's MuMjir 
Project. 

"When I arrived in Guyana, in 
1969," she said, "there were 1 10 Ba
ha'is in the entire country. At the end 
of 1989, there were 22,000. And as a 
result of the MuMjir Project, 11,000 
new believers have been enrolled in the 
past three months." 

This means that, with a total popula
tion of 750,000, more than four per
cent of Guyana's citizens are now Ba
ha'is. 

About a year and a half ago, said 
Mrs. Widmer, the Universal House of 
Justice asked the Continental Board of 
Counsellors in the Americas to suggest 
a country that was ready for a cam
paign to initiate entry by troops. 

Specifically, it was looking for a 
country whose government had a good 
relationship with the Baha'i communi
ty and whose people would benefit 
greatly from the increased participa
tion of the Baha'is in the affairs of the 
community at large. 

Guyana was chosen, and the Muha
jir Project came into being, coordi
nated by the Counsellors. 

Following a week of orientation, 
Counsellors Eloy Anello and Peter Mc
Laren chose 26 full-time teachers to 
serve on the project, looking specifical
ly for those to whom unity and obe
dience were paramount. They also con
centrated on creating a balance among 
projecteers as to sex, age and cultural 
background, as well as balancing the 
number of native and non-native 
teachers. 

"One of the most important factors 
in our success, I believe," said Mrs. 
Widmer, "was that we took the time to 
clarify our vision of 'entry by troops.' 

We talked about our fears and percei\"
ed obstacles and what steps we could 
take to overcome them." 

An initial goal, she said, was "to 
identify receptive villages, but we soon 
found that every village was receptive. 

"The people were so ready to hear 
the Message that they were offended if 
teachers did not stop at their house. 
Some even said they had dreamt of the 
visit, and said they had been waiting 
eagerly for the friends to arrive." 

The next step in the campaign was to 
revisit the homes of those who had ac
cepted the Cause and teach their fam
ilies. 

Next, the groups approached leaders 
and people of influence in each village 
to enlist their support and help in 
reaching the people. As a result, the 
leader of one Buddhist temple became 
a Baha'i. 

Within four weeks, Mrs. Widmer 
said, 26 Guyanese had arisen to join 
the project while all over the country, 
new Baha'is were arising to serve. 

The Baha'i· community, which was 
growing so rapidly that in one locality 
the only place large enough to hold the 
Feast was a local ballpark, soon found 
itself looked to by the community at 
large for help with many of the social 
problems it was facing. 

"The people are quite concerned 
about the moral decline of the youth," 
said Mrs. Widmer. "So the Baha'is 
have begun teaching classes in morals 
for children. The classes are so large, 
numbering about 200 each, that we are 
restricted in the activities we can offer. 
But the children learn songs and 
prayers and The Hidden Words.". 

Classes also were started for moth
ers, but before long the men in the vil
lages wanted to learn about health care 
and educating children, so now the 
classes are called couples' classes. 

As a result of these and other activ
ities, the Baha'is in Guyana have been 

catapulted from obscurity and are hav
ing a nationwide impact. In fact, the 
president of Guyana has asked for a 
meeting with the National Spiritual 
Assembly to consult on the future of 
Guyana. 

Already, the government has decid
ed to introduce a new curriculum in 
public schools to teach moral values, 
and is considering using the Mother's 
Books published by the National Spir
itual Assembly of Kenya as a guide in 
developing that curriculum. 

Other nationwide projects receiving 
help from the Baha'i community, said 
Mrs. Widmer, include a medical pro
ject, a literacy program, and the prime 
minister's anti-drug campaign. 

Last year the prime minister ad
dressed a Baha'i youth conference in 
Guyana, saying that the most effective 
thing the young Baha'is could do to 
help other youth would be to teach the 
Faith as much as possible. 

The Baha'i community in Guyana is 
achieving its great success despite a 
lack of material advantages that many 
countries might take for granted. The 
greatest need, said Mrs. Widmer, is for 
written materials (in English), especial
ly children's books and the Baha'i 

. Writings. 
"The House of Justice," she said, 

"designed this project as a pilot to be 
replicated around the world. 

"It has been successful," she con
cluded, "because of the power of 
Baha'u 'llah." 
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Ecuador 

Radio professionals at IDA VC Seminar 

The third Baha'i Radio Seminar 
sponsored by the International Baha'i 
Audio-Visual Centre (IBAVC) was 
held last November 2S-December 5 in 
Cumbaya, Ecuador. 

The Radio Seminar has become an 
important yearly event for IBA VC, an 
agency brought into being by the Uni
versal House of Justice and responsible 
to it. IBAVC oversees all Baha'i media 
work around the world. There are pres
ently Baha'i radio stations in seven 
countries: Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, Li
beria, Panama, Peru and the United 
States. Each of these countries was rep
resented at the conference as were four 
countries who do not as yet have Ba
ha'i radio stations: Canada, Costa 
Rica, Puerto Rico and Venezuela. 

The seminar, whose purpose was to 
encourage the radio stations to estab
lish strong bonds of fellowship and to 
stimulate an exchange of ideas among 
them, was held in a charming old Span
ish-style building used as a school and 
retreat by Catholic nuns. The confer
ence theme was teaching, and the focus 
for participants was on how to increase 
the use of radio to support the teaching 
work, especially the plans of the vari
ous National Spiritual Assemblies. 

For the first time, African believers 
took part in a Radio Seminar-two 
members of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Liberia represented Radio 
Baha'i in that country. It marked the 
first time that every country with a Ba
ha'i radio station was represented by at 
least one indigenous Baha'i. 

Another significant aspect was the 
number of women participating. Two 
station coordinators are women, and 
more women than ever before are serv
ing as announcers, programmers and 
producers. Also, this was the first time 
that the recently appointed Latin 
American Radio Advisory Committee 
was introduced to radio station person
nel. The committee is to provide tech-

... this was the first time that 
the recently appointed Latin 
American Radio Advisory Com
mittee was introduced to radio 
station personnel. The commit
tee is to provide technical assis
tance to the five Latin American 
radio stations. 

nical assistance to the five Latin Amer
ican radio stations. During the con
ference, its members met with the co
ordinators of each station to encourage 
collaboration with its National Spir
itual Assembly and to galvanize the 
teaching work. 

Among the 60 people attending the 
seminar were three members of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors for 
the Americas: Eloy Anello, Isabel de 
Calder6n and Ruth Pringle; five Aux
iliary Board members; and three mem
bers of the IBA VC: Kurt Hein, Dean 
Stephens and Donald Witzel who serv
ed as coordinators of the seminar. 

Among the highlights was a visit to 
the grave of the Hand of the Cause of 
God Rahmatu'llah Muhajir. There 
were presentations during the seminar 
on the vision of teaching and radio 
from the perspective of the Hands of 
the Cause Dr. Muhajir and Enoch 01-
inga, and Counsellor Raul Pavon. 

The last evening of the seminar was a 
festival of cultural presentations of 
dance, song and other expressions of 
cultural identity-it was a joyful event 
and a fitting climax to this enlightening 
conference. 

The IBA VC, which convened the 
seminar, has members in various parts 
of the world. It has no office but has a 
secretariat, presently situated in Tor
onto, Canada, which oversees com
munication between the World Centre 

and the committee and its divisions, 
and with other agencies, Baha'i and 
non-Baha'i. In addition to the secre
tariat, the IBA VC has four divisions: 

• The Media Materials Division, 
which keeps track of the production of 
video talks, cassette tapes, films and 
slide programs produced around the 
world, and gathers, markets and dis
tributes media materials to all coun
tries, arranges for translations, etc. 
The division's Video Service Office is 
presently in Toronto, with one staff 
member, while the distribution office 
for scripts and audio tapes is super
vised by Susan McLaren in Maracaibo, 
Venezuela. 

• The Media Promotion and Train
ing Division, which guides and assists 
National Spiritual Assemblies and is 
considered by the committee to be the 
heart and soul of the work mandated 
by the Universal House of Justice. The 
division is directed by Randie Gottlieb 
in Puerto Rico. 

• The Program Production and As
sistance Division, which was created 
recently to help countries that need 
such technical advice. In places where 
opportunities exist but expertise is 
lacking, skilled people are sent to help 
with program production. 

• The Radio Baha'i Division, which 
oversees the seven Baha'i radio sta
tions. The committee points out that it 
has no authority over any of the sta
tions-they are under the supervision 
of their National Spiritual Assembly. 
The Radio Division's function is to ad
vise, assist and review; in other words, 
it is a servant of the radio stations on 
behalf of the Universal House of Jus
tice and the National Spiritual Assem
blies.-He/en Hornby 
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Hawaii 

'First Lady' receives Alexander Award 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the Hawaiian Islands 
has presented the 1990 Agnes Baldwin 
Alexander Award for Service to Hu
manity to Lynne K. Waihee for her ef
forts in promoting literacy as honorary 
chairman of the Governor's Council 
on Literacy. 

The award was presented March 21 
at a banquet in Honolulu commemo
rating Naw-Ruz and United Nations 
International Literacy Year and spon
sored by the Baha'i community of Ha
waii. 

Mrs. Waihee is the wife of Gov. 
John Waihee, the first Hawaiian ever 
elected to that position. The governor 

Lynne K. Waihte (second from left), 
recipient of the 1990 Agnes Baldwin 
Alexander A ward for Service to Hu
manity presented by the National Spir
itual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
Hawaiian Islands, is pictured with (left 
to right) her husband, Gov. John Wai
hee of Hawaii; Dr. Gary L. Morrison, 

and five other members of the Waihee 
family were among the more than 180 
people attending the banquet. 

The featured speaker was David 
Hofman, a retired member of the Uni
versal House of Justice. Addressing the 
topic "Literacy and World Peace," 
Mr. Hofman said the ability to read' 'is 
a fundamental right and privilege of 
every human being," and a necessary 
building block for world peace. 

While serving on the House of Jus
tice, Mr. Hofman was one of the au
thors of "The Promise of World 
Peace, " a document addressed to the 
peoples of the world and released in 
1985. 

secretary of the National Spiritual As
sembly; and Gladys Ainoa Brandt, a 
former recipient of the Alexander 
A ward and retired president of the 
Board of Regents of the University of 
Hawaii. Mrs. Waihee serves as honor
ary chairman of the Governor's Coun
cil on Literacy. 

Gladys Ainoa Brandt, a former re
cipient of the Alexander A ward and re
tired president of the Board of Regents 
of the University of Hawaii, read the 
citation accompanying the presenta
tion, noting that Mrs. Waihee has been 
a leader in developing the vision and 
strategies to achieve the goal of a liter
ate Hawaii. 

The award was presented by the Ba
ha'i community "as a token of (its) in
expressible appreciation for her leader
ship, work and commitment to the 
field of literacy and education, her 
deep concern for the family, and for 
being an example to us all in her com
munity service." 

Mrs. Brandt was one of three former 
recipients of the award at the banquet. 

Also in the audience were represen
tatives of all the major literacy pro
grams in Hawaii, members of the Uni
versity of Hawaii Institute for Peace 
and the East-West Center, Earl Arruda 
of the Hawaii State Teachers Associa
tion, state Sen. Andrew Levin and 
Rep. Samuel Lee, and two members of 
the Office of Hawaiian Affairs from 
Molokai. 

The UN has declared 1990 to be In
ternational Literacy Year so as to mo
bilize an ongoing effort to eradicate il
literacy around the world. The Interna
tional Literacy Year banquet, the first 
event of its kind in Hawaii this year, 
gave the Baha'is an opportunity to 
share news of their "Project Read and 
Write," which has been undertaken by 
the 27 local Baha'i communities 
throughout the islands. 

In accepting the Alexander Award, 
Mrs. Waihee acknowledged the work 
of the Baha'is through Project Read 
and Write, and accepted the honor on 
behalf of the many workers in the field 
who, she said, are sacrificing their time 
and resources to help eradicate illiter
acy. She applauded the work of Ba-
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ba'fs Sue Berg and Lynn Fallon on the 
Governor's Council on Literacy, and 
closed by expressing appreciation to 
the governor for his commitment to the 
literacy movement. 

After completing her remarks, Mrs. 
Waihee was given a standing ovation. 

The Agnes Alexander Award was es
tablished in 1975, on the l00th anni
versary of the birth of the Hand of the 
Cause of God Agnes Baldwin Alexan
der, a descendant of two of the earliest 
missionary families in Hawaii and the 
fIrst person in the islands to become a 
Baha'i. It is presented periodically to 
those individuals who exemplify a high 
standard of self-sacrifice and the spirit 
of service to others. 

Previous recipients include Judge 
Betty Vitousek (1975), Clara Haili 
"Hilo Hattie" Nelson (1977), Gladys 
Ainoa Brandt (1979), Albert K. Sing 
(1980), Juliette May Fraser (1981), Dr. 
Kenneth P. Emory (1982), Mary Ka
wena Pukui and Dr. Samuel Albert 
(1984), Betty Muther Jacob during the 
International Year of Peace (1986), 
and Donald R. Hanson during the 
Year of the Homeless (1987). 

India 
In January, the Baha'is of the South 

Arcot District of Tamil Nadu State, In
dia, inaugurated a new phase of the 
Dr. Muhajir Memorial Teaching Pro
ject, and by the end of the first week 
had enrolled 2,500 new BaM'is. As of 
February 12, the total number of new 
enrollees stood at 14,050 including 
members of two new tribes. 

The newest phase of the project re
sulted from the visit last December of 
David Hofman, retired member of the 
Universal House of Justice, after 
which 600 people were enrolled. 

An integral part of the effort is a 
consolidation plan that follows the 
enrollment of new Baha'is. A week 
after their enrollment, they are invited 
to a one-day study class and then in
vited to become a part of the teaching 
effort. After three weeks, those who 
volunteer attend an in-depth to-day 
study session where they learn the rudi
ments of teaching and deepening. 

In February, Counsellor S. Nagarat
nam, three Auxiliary Board members 
and about 35 of the teachers gathered 
for a victory conference to initiate the 
final phases of the campaign, which 

Lynne K. Waihee, recipient of the 1990 
Agnes Alexander A ward for Service to 
Humanity presented March 21 by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Ba
hd'{s of the Hawaiian Islands, shares a 

are to include continuing contact with 
the new believers through visits and 
correspondence. 

Teaching committees will be formed 
in every village to help organize the 
Nineteen Day Feasts, children's class
es, youth activities, literacy classes and 
deepenings, and to communicate with 
the State BaM'i Council. The commit
tees will also be responsible for en
couraging the friends to take part in 
the election of their local Spiritual As
semblies. 

The third phase of the project is to 
create strong local Assemblies as 
quickly as possible. Assistants to the 
Auxiliary Board have been appointed 
in all areas to facilitate the process. 

• 
Eight BaM'i teachers were invited to 

Madras, India, for a recent five-day 
seminar conducted by Counsellor S. 
Nagaratnam. Inspired, they set out to 
teach in Tamilnadu State, and by the 
end their project reported that 1,024 
new Baha'is had been enrolled. 

• 
The Spiritual Assemblies of Hydera

bad and Secunderabad, India, have 

tv '1'7 

moment of quiet conversation with the 
featured speaker at the award banquet, 
David Hofman, a retired member of 
the Universal House of Justice. 

presented copies of the peace statement 
to the Cabinet ministers of the state 
government of Andhra Pradesh. Rep
resentatives of the Assemblies met with 
15 Cabinet ministers and five vice
chancellors of the state universities. 

All of these dignitaries expressed 
their wish to know more about the 
Faith. Many had already visited the 
House of Worship near New Delhi, 
and several expressed their desire to 
become Baha'is. 

• 
The Olinga Teaching Campaign, 

which began in Gumla, India, last 
July, has so far enrolled about 7,000 
new believers and formed 24 local Spir
itual Assemblies . 

The people in the villages scattered 
among the hills and valleys in thick for
ests around Gumla follow ancient tra
dition, never before having embraced 
an established religion. About 400 of 
these villages have now heard about the 
Faith. 

The Olinga campaign has a goal of 
25,000 new believers and 40 new local 
Assemblies. 
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Ecuador 

Campaign a memorial to Dr. Muhajir 

The Hand of the Cause of God Rah
matu'llah Muhajir passed away in 
Quito, Ecuador, on December 29, 
1979. As a befitting memorial to one 
who had dedicated himself so com
pletely to helping that country attain to 
its high aspiration for mass conversion, 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Ecuador inaugurated a year-long 
teaching campaign in his name. Its pri
mary goal was to carry the Faith to and 
enroll Ecuadorians from the various 
strata of society: the working and mid
dle classes, professionals, members of 
unions and cooperatives, and ethnic 
groups such as the Chinese, the indig
enous, and those of African descent. 

The campaign was to end, on the 10th 
anniversary of Dr. Muhajir's death, 
with an international teaching confer
ence so that his friends could recount 
their achievements in his name and be 
stimulated to strive even harder for 
"entry by troops." 

As December 1989 came to a close, 
anxiety and tension mounted as the de
voted workers pored over details to 
make certain everything was in order 
for this long-awaited occasion. Among 
the first visitors to arrive were Dr. 
Muhajir's widow and their daughter, 
Gisu, who were received at the airport 
by a representative of the National 
Spiritual Assembly and a number of 

...... 

. ~ . 

---
'1'-;", 
,~ , 
• ""'1<..,." -... -: '" 

The grave oj the Hand oj the Cause oj shaped garland oj flowers on the oc
God Rahmatu'lldh Muhdjir in Quito, casion oj the 10th anniversary oj his 
Ecuador, is decorated with a heart- passing. 

12 May 1990/Baha'i News 

the friends who had been awaiting their 
arrival. The Baha'{ community of 
Ecuador was pleased to welcome other 
members of Dr. Muhajir's family in
cluding his sister, Mrs. Lamieh Nazir
pur, and her husband, Parvfz Nazir
pur, from Canada, and a nephew, Bi
jan Adlparvar, who is pioneering in 
Venezuela and is chairman of that 
country's National Spiritual Assembly. 

On December 28, in the comfortable 
headquarter.s of the Colegio de Arqui
tectos del Ecuador (the Professional 
Architects' Association) in Quito, the 
conference began. More than 300 Ba
ha'is came from all parts of Ecuador 
including the Galapagos Islands, and 
there were representatives from Boliv
ia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Curacao (Dutch West In
dies), Mexico, Panama, Peru, Switzer
land, the United States and Venezuela. 
Among the many visitors were eight 
members of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors for the Americas: Eloy 
Anello, who represented the Interna
tional Teaching Centre; Isabel de Cal
der6n, who represented the Board of 
Counsellors; Rolf von Czekus, Gus
tavo Correa, Shapoor Monadjem, 
Ruth Pringle, Arturo Serrano and Ro
drigo T6mas. The Counsellors held 
their regular meeting during the week 
of the conference and met with the Na
tional Assembly to help with an ex
tended teaching plan that was pre
sented on the final day of the confer
ence. 

"The Counsellors also took an active 
part in the conference itself, giving a 
number of enjoyable, thought-provok
ing presentations. The tone of the con
ference was set the first day as Mr. 
Anello's reminiscences of Dr. Muhajir 
were followed by a loving tribute by 
Mrs. Muhajir to his life of service to 
the Cause. Not only did she come to 
the conference cloaked with the spirit 
of her dear husband, as expressed by 



some of the believers, she also came 
bringing the vision and hopes of the 
World Centre that the teaching cam
paign would be extended for another 
year and amplified. The message to the 
conference from the Universal House 
of Justice read as foUows: 
"Dearly loved Friends, 

"As our hearts turn to your assem
blage, we are moved to recall the re
markable spirit of Dr. MuMjir, whose 
presence is surely felt by all of you 
gathered on this occasion. 

"Dr. Muhajir was a man of vision, 
who had an extraordinary ability to 
recognize the practical needs of the 
community, but he was also a man of 
action and his greatest dream was that 
the masses of humanity would soon 
awaken to the call of Baha'u'Ucih. He 
well understood that the greatest gift 
that Baha'u'Uah has given us is the 
privilege to become instruments 
through which other souls are touched 
by His healing message. If we offer 
ourselves in the right manner, if we 
make selfless efforts, if we arise with 
love and with courage, then our ser
vices and sacrifices will be confirmed 
and many seeking souls will find eter
nal life. Thus the Cause of God will 
blossom before our eyes. 

"Dr. MuMjir has left a great legacy, 
and by the grace of God his earthly re
mains repose in Latin America, in a 
land and amongst a people that he lov
ed so much. We earnestly pray that the 
memory of his indomitable spirit will 
inspire all of those present at this Inter
national Conference to arise and fol
low his noble example by offering en
thusiastic and humble service during 
the year-long teaching plan that has 
been dedicated to his memory. 

"With loving BaM'i greetings, 
The Universal House of Justice" 

Friday morning, December 29, be
gan the official commemoration of the 
10th anniversary of Dr. MuMjir's 
passing. In spite of the sadness of the 
hearts of his loved ones, there pre
vailed a beautiful and serene spirit at 
his gravesite as prayers were read and 
chanted in various languages. Then, as 
the anniversary of the hour of his death 
approached, nearly everyone present 
placed a lovely flower on his grave as a 
symbol of love and reverence, after 
which the friends returned to the con
ference with a renewed spirit of dedica-

Pictured are many of the friends who 
took part last December in a teaching 
conference in Quito, Ecuador, dedi-

cated to the memory of the Hand 0/ 
the Cause of God Rahmatu 'lldh Muhd
jir. 

tion to the Cause. given on a national level, and there 
The letter from the House of Justice were to be 10 full scholarships for Ba

was the first inkling that the enthus- ha'Cs with limited resources such as 
iasm of the participants and the decis- those in indigenous areas of the coun
ion of the National Assembly would try including the Galapagos Islands. 
lead to a second year of the Dr. Mu- Thanks to an extremely efficient 
hajir Project, this time concentrating organization and proceeds from the 
on entry by troops among the indigen- sale of T-shirts and other items, the net 
ous peoples and the receptive coastal cost of the conference was only $31.42 
people of African and Afro-Indian de- (U.S.). As for contributions, the Na
scent. The response to the presentation tional Fund received $1,397.70 in cash 
of this plan on the final day of the con- and $42,310 in pledges. It was pro
ference was overwhelming, and 81 peo- posed dudng the conference, and later 
pIe immediately volunteered to serve as approved by the National Assembly, 
teachers in the campaign. Some who that $25,000 of the funds pledged 
planned to leave Ecuador for other should be donated to the Universal 
countries canceled their plans on the House of Justice toward the cost of 
spot to offer their services. Three constructing the Arc on Mount Car
young Baha'is, who were about to mel. 
complete their year of volunteer service The conference received extensive 
and return to school, after hearing the coverage in newspapers and on televis
:-.l'ational Assembly's plan bearing Dr. ion and radio including Radio BaM'i 
Muhajir's name and securing the bless- in Otavalo. On the last day of the 
ings of their parents who were present, event, Counsellor Correa took part in a 
decided instead to remain in Ecuador three-member panel with the director 
for another year to help in the cam- of Channel 5 TV and the manager of a 
paign. major newspaper in Quito. The theme 

A number of visitors said they would of the hour-long discussion was world 
return during the year to help with the peace. Sr. Correa made at least three 
teaching so that Ecuador could attain other television appearances to speak 
its goal, and the Counsellors from about the conference. At the end of the 
Latin America promised also to return conference, Channel 13 TV conducted 
periodically to help with "entry by a five-minute interview with Counsel
troops." A special contribution was lors von Czekus, Monadjem, Serrano 
made to allow for 63 scholarships to be" and T6mas.-Helen Hornby 
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The world 

Hand of the Cause visits Argentina 

As a prelude to her participation in 
the conference commemorating the 
50th anniversary of the passing of her 
mother, May Bolles Maxwell, the 
Hand of the Cause of God Amatu'l
Baha RlihIyyih Khanum visited the 
Toba communities in Chaco, Argen
tina, from February 17-20. 

On her arrival in Camp Medina, a 
wave of Toba Indian Baha'is engulfed 
her, singing, dancing and embracing 
her. They had come from many distant 

Chile 

Shown are members of a week-long 
summer teaching project in Huil{o, in 
the Mapuche indigenous area of Chile. 
They are gathered in front of the 
Huillo rural community public school 
where they slept each night during the 
project. Thirty youth from Brazil, 
Chile, Uruguay and the U.S. volun
teered to serve on the project following 
a successful National Teaching Con
ference held January 20-21 at the Ba-
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commumtles on the third day of a 
special campaign to welcome the Hand 
of the Cause, whom they named Chi-I
Shi (Morning Star). 

During her stay with the Toba 
friends, Amatu'l-Baha Rlihiyyih Kha
num spent the mornings under the 
shade of trees to study prayers from a 
newly published translation into the 
Toba language of "The Words of 
God," which they learned by heart. At 
these meetings with Baha'is and their 

ho'l National Center in Santiago. Ac
tivities included children's classes, 
deepenings, and a public meeting at
tended by 120 people. One hundred
five people from five Mapuche com
munities were enrolled in the Faith. 
After the project, the Spiritual As
sembly of Temuco, a city of 240,000 in 
the center of the Mapuche area, hosted 
a Unity Tea for the projecteers to 
thank them for their services. 

guests, eight people embraced the 
Faith. 

During the evenings there were meet
ings of between 150-200 to discuss 
many topics, among which were the 
role of the Toba people in the Faith 
and in future civilization, the roles of 
women, children and youth, and social 
and economic development. The meet
ings lasted well beyond midnight each 
night. 

Italy 
The Portici Teaching Campaign, 

which has reported 88 enrollments in 
southern Italy, is spreading throughout 
the country and may soon cross the 
border, thus becoming a European 
teaching project. 

One of its main features is the pro
gressive involvement of the newly en
rolled friends in the consultative pro
cess and in taking care of specific ac
tivities at the Baha'i Center. 

In addition, teaching groups consist
ing of new and more experienced Ba
ha'is are spreading the Message in Por
tici. The newer Baha'is are also taking 
part in teaching campaigns in other 
parts of Italy. 

A major contributing factor to the 
success of the campaign is the unity 
and consultation among the Counsel
lors, members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly, Auxiliary Board members 
and their assistants, and the Portici 
Teaching Committee. 

Teaching efforts are bearing fruit in 
other areas of the country as well. At a 
recent meeting in Gela, Sicily, six 
young people embraced the Faith, and 
new believers are also reported in Co
senza, Calabria, and northern Italy. 

Inspired by these successes, the Sar
dinia Teaching Committee has launch
ed its own intensive campaign. 



Papua New Guinea 
An average of 25 people per day at
tended a nine-day institute last Decem
ber 23-31 at the Baha'{ Center in Ra
haul, Papua New Guinea. Delegates 
from Popendetta, Kieta, Kavieng, 
Wonga Wonga, Kimbe and Kerevat 
came to the institute, whose focus was 
on teaching and the Administrative 
Order. 

Cuba 
The largest gathering of Baha'is ever 

assembled in Cuba filled the National 
Baha'i Center in Havana last Decem
ber 2 to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the establishment of the Faith in 
that country. A sumptuous luncheon 
and commemorative cake was followed 
by singing and dancing. 

Perfecto Perez Toledo, the first 
Cuban to embrace the Faith, spoke 

Tonga 

Madge Featherstone (seated at right in 
background), wife oj the Hand of the 
Cause of God Collis Featherstone, ad-

about the early days in Cuba, paying 
tribute to those who helped build the 
Cuban Baha'i community including 
Philip and Laily Marangella, Jose
phine Kruka, Jean Silver, William de 
Forge, Emogene Hoagg, Gayle Wool
son and Ruth Moffett with the help of 
the Hands of the Cause of God Dor
othy Baker and Zikrullah Khadem and 
the late member of the Universal 
House of Justice, Charles Wolcott. 

dresses Baha '{s in Tonga during the 
Featherstones' recent visit to New Zea
land, Tonga and Fiji. 
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India 
In February, a new local Spiritual 

Assembly was established in Bolangir, 
Orissa State, India, as a result of ef
forts in the Varqa Teaching Project. 

Members of the Varqa Project held a 
four-day book exposition in Bolangir, 
during which time they visited local 
schools, conducting classes on morals 
and presenting copies of the peace 
statement to teachers and headmasters. 

As a result, several teachers and 
about 60 students were enrolled in the 
Faith, and 41 of the more than 500 
people visiting the book exhibit also 
declared their belief in Baha'u'llah. 

As soon as the exhibit had ended, the 
Spiritual Assembly of Bolangir was 
elected in the presence of Auxiliary 
Board member N.C. Sahoo . 

• 
Adam Lopatka, first President of 

the Supreme Court of the Polish 
People's Republic, accompanied by 
two judges of the Polish Supreme 
Court, visited the Baha'i House of 
Worship in Bahapur, India, on Jan
uary 19. They were escorted by two 
representatives of the Indian Judiciary 
and an interpreter from the Polish Em
bassy in Delhi. 

Mr. Lopatka mentioned that a rep
resentative of the Baha'i International 
Community had visited Poland and 
presented a copy of the peace state
ment to the Head of State. 
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India 
In January, the Baha'i House of 

Worship near New Delhi, India, wel
comed 316,110 visitors including more 
than 74,000 who were in the city on 
January 26 for the Republic Day 
parade. 

Also touring the Temple on that day 
were busloads of youth, representing 
nearly all the States of India, who came 
to attend a national conference of the 
Youth Hostels Association. 

As usual, professionals from the va
rious States who were in Delhi for 
training, seminars or conferences did 
not miss the chance to visit the Temple. 
Among the many groups were two 
from Mizoram, one composed of 
school teachers and the other of stu
dents at a polytechnic institute. Mem
bers of both groups were thrilled to re
ceive Baha'i literature in the Mizo 
language. 

A group of 22 engineers, represent
ing the National Council for Cement 
and Building Materials, visited the 
House of Worship to ask for informa
tion on the building's architectural and 
engineering features, but on their ar
rival showed a keen interest in learning 
more about the Faith. 

A regular daily feature is the arrival 
of mini-bus loads of Bengalis who 
come for the morning prayer service. 
Besides the regular bus service groups 
that come every day, busloads of tour
ists from nearly all States visited the 
Temple during the month. 

Winter in Delhi invites the hill peo
ple, and this year a large number of 
Nepalis from Sikkim, Darjeeling, Ka
limpong and some from Nepal made it 
a point to visit the Temple. This year, 
with seven Baha'i volunteers at a time 
from Darjeeling and Sikkim, no Nep
ali-speaking visitor was left unat
tended. 

Overseas groups visiting the House 
of Worship in January included a large 
number from France; others from Ger
many, Hong Kong, Great Britain and 
Israel, and smaller groups from Japan, 
Hungary, Bulgaria, Poland, Italy and 
Thailand. 

A large number of school children 
continue to come to the Temple on Sat
urdays, with 15,119 visiting in Jan
uary. 

On several occasions special prayer 

David Hofman, retired member of the 
Universal House of Justice, is pictured 
with students at one of the schools at 

services for the children were organ
ized, and they sat reverently in pin
drop silence. 

Among dignitaries, diplomats from 
many embassies in Delhi visited the 
House of Worship, often with their 
families and guests. A group of 15 dip
lomats and their wives from the Ger
man Democratic Republic were happy 
to receive pamphlets in German and to 
see a picture of the House of Worship 
near Frankfurt, saying it would now be 
possible for them to go there since the 
Berlin Wall does not divide the two 
Germanies anymore. 

Other countries whose dignitaries 
paid visits to the Temple in January in
cluded Colombia, Ethiopia, Mauritius, 
Poland, North Yemen, Cambodia, 
Sikkim, Chile and Malaysia. 

Also, Russians continue to visit in 
large numbers. With the publication of 
The Hidden Words and BaM'u'lldh 
and the New Era in Russian, these 
visitors are delighted to receive copies 
in their own language and carry them 
back to the Soviet Union. 

Groups from Byelorussia, Armenia, 
Moscow, Leningrad, the Ukraine and 
other Republics in the Soviet Union en
joyed every moment of their visits to 
the House of Worship in January. 

Four Latvians, all engineers, were 
delighted to learn that there are Baha'is 
in their Republic. 

which he spoke during his visit last No
vember to Lucknow, India. 

Another group of four Russians was 
overwhelmed by the Teachings of the 
Faith, and one said before leaving the 
Temple, "I fully agree with all the 
teachings of Baha'u'llah." 

Six Russian professionals from Mos
cow and Leningrad were thrilled to 
learn about the Faith in fluent Russian 
from a Baha'f, Mrs. Lily Ayman of 
Switzerland, who was in India for a 
few days. 

A busload of 33 Russians, all from 
the Soviet Encyclopedia Publishing 
House, spent an hour investigating the 
Faith and collecting information which 
they said would be included in the Rus
sian Encyclopedia of Philosophy and 
Religion. 

Families from the Soviet Embassy, 
the TASS news agency office, USSR 
Information Office and Cultural Cen
tre came to the Temple mainly on Sat
urdays and Sundays. Many had visited 
the Temple earlier, but were 'returning 
with their families. It is evident from 
their questions that the Faith and 
House of Worship are topics of dis
cussion among the Russians before 
their visits. 

One couple, who have recently come 
to the Soviet Embassy in Delhi, spent 
at least two hours in the Temple, 
reading the entire Russian edition of 
BaM'u'lIdh and the New Era while 
seated in the prayer hall and library. 
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Nigeria 
The Kay Wilson Teaching Cam

paign, held last November 22-Decem
ber 6 in Nnewi, Anambra State, Ni
geria, surpassed its goals by enrolling 
759 new believers and forming 24 new 
local Spiritual Assemblies. 

Meanwhile, the Elizabeth Gibson 
Campaign, in Kwara State, resulted in 
the enrollment of 711 new believers 
and the formation of 25 new local As
semblies. 

Counsellor Peter Vuyiya of the In
ternational Teaching Centre in Haifa 
was an active participant in the Wilson 
Campaign, and served as a source of 
inspiration for the 20-30 members of 
the teaching teams, most of whom 
were youth. 

The Gibson Campaign was held in a 
previously untaught area that includes 
the town of Omu-Aran. An isolated 
believer in that town, who had agreed 
to arrange for food and housing for the 
team, was amazed when 18 team mem
bers arrived. By the end of their visit 
there were 70 new Baha'is in Omu
Aran. 

Their host bid team members a tear
ful goodbye, saying that now all the 
people will know he is part of a large 
family, and not a religion of his very 
own. 

Sweden 

Shown are many of the 53 people who 
took part in the Baha'l Winter School 
'89/90 in Sundsvall, Sweden. Child
ren's classes were focused on 'Unity in 
Diversity' while youth classes were. bas
ed on 'The Promise of World Peace.' 

Cameroon 

More than 40 young people, 15 of 
whom were not Baha'Is, attended a re
cent program hosted by the local Spir
itual Assembly of Bamenda, Camer
oon, to present the Baha'l Volleyball 
Club. They kicked off the event with a 
volleyball game on a court built three 

Puerto Rico 
The Baha'is in the Arecibo area of 

Puerto Rico have established such a 
good relationship with local news 
media that they now face difficulty in 
keeping up with the opportunities pre
sented for publicity. 

The newspapers regularly carry arti-

The school planned various activities 
including a unity Feast, dramatic and 
musical entertainment, and an exhibit 
of children's crafts. Local newspapers 
printed articles about the school's ac
tivities. 

years ago at the Regional Bahd'l Cen
ter, using a net recently donated by a 
family in the community and a ball 
purchased by the local Assembly. After 
the game there was an introduction to 
the Faith, the presentation of the Ba
ha'l Volleyball Club, and lunch. 

des, photographs and publicity for the 
twice-weekly Baha'i television pro
grams. The local TV station often 
broadcasts the Baha'i public service 
announcements on peace that were de
veloped by Baha'is in Alaska. One of 
the local radio stations invited the Ba
ha'is to take part in a two-hour inter
view about the Faith. The program was 
aired "live" and also taped for future 
use. 

Last December the Baha'is were ask
ed to produce a 9O-minute "holiday 
special" featuring guests from various 
religious backgrounds speaking about 
peace. The station offered to pay for 
the production crew and donate studio 
and air time if the Baha'is would build 
the set, obtain the host and guests, and 
write the script. The program was 
transmitted on various cable services, 
reaching 14 communities. It was shown 
six times on consecutive days at various 
times of the day. 

Cape Verde Islands 
As of the end of February, 29 new 

believers had been enrolled in the Cape 
Verde Islands as a result of the ongoing 
Duarte Vieira Teaching Campaign. 
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Work on extension of Terraces adjacent to Shrine of Bab 
begins on 146th anniversary of His momentous declaration 

TO ALL NA TIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES 
WITH FEELINGS OF PROFOUND JOY ANNOUNCE TO FOLLOWERS OF BAHA'u'LLAH IN EVERY LAND 
THAT ON MORNING OF TWENTY-THIRD MAY, ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-SIX YEARS AFTER THE 
DECLARATION OF THE BAB, WORK ON EXTENSION TERRACES COMMENCED. THIS HISTORIC OC
CASION MARKED BY VISIT HIS SHRINE AND SHRINE OF 'ABDU'L-BAHA BY THE HANDS OF THE 
CAUSE OF GOD AMATU'L-BAHA RlJHfYYIH KHANUM AND 'ALi-AKBAR FURUTAN, THE MEMBERS 
OF THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE AND COUNSELLOR MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
TEACHING CENTRE WITH FARIBURZ SAHBA, ARCHITECT OF TERRACES AND MANAGER OF ARC 
PROJECT, TO PRAY FOR DIVINE CONFIRMATIONS ENABLE UNINTERRUPTED PROSECUTION THIS 
MAJESTIC ENTERPRISE. SUBSEQUENTLY DETAILED PLANS WERE VIEWED FOR LENGTHENING 
EASTERN WING OF MAIN TERRACE OF SHRINE, MAKING IT EQUAL TO EXISTING WESTERN WING. 
GLORIOUS UNDERTAKING CREATION BEFITTING RESTING PLACE MARTYR-HERALD FAITH WAS 
ENVISAGED BY BAHA'u'LLAH HIMSELF, WAS SOLEMNLY INITIATED BY 'ABDU'L-BAHA WHO 
RAISED WITH INFINITE PAINS ORIGINAL STRUCTURE AND PLACED WITHIN IT THE SACRED RE
MAINS OF THE BAB, WAS VIGOROUSLY PURSUED BY SHOGHI EFFENDI, WHO COMPLETED CEN
TRAL EDIFICE, EMBELLISHED IT WITH BEAUTEOUS SUPERSTRUCTURE AND CONNECTED IT WITH 
MAIN A VENUE TEMPLAR COLONY THROUGH CONSTRUCTION FIRST NINE TERRACES, IS NOW 
ENTERING UPON CULMINATING PHASE ITS DEVELOPMENT THROUGH EXTENSION BEAUTIFICA
TION NINE EXISTING TERRACES AND CONSTRUCTION NINE MORE TO REALIZE MONUMENTAL 
CONCEPT REACHING FROM FOOT TO CREST HOLY MOUNTAIN. 
CALL UPON FRIENDS EVERY LAND RALLY SUPPORT THIS SACRED ENTERPRISE NOW INSEPAR
ABL Y LINKED WITH ARC PROJECT EXPRESS BEFITTINGLY THEIR AWARENESS MAGNITUDE BOUN
TY CONFERRED UPON MANKIND BY MINISTRY AND SACRIFICE BLESSED BAB, DEMONSTRATE 
THEIR COMMITMENT TO BAHA'u'LLAH'S CALL IN TABLET OF CARMEL TO ESTABLISH UPON THAT 
MOUNTAIN SEAT GOD'S THRONE AND FULFILL, THROUGH THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS, 
'ABDU'L-BAHA's AND SHOGHI EFFENDI'S VISION OF EFFLORESCENCE MIGHTY INSTITUTIONS 
FAITH ON MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
MAY 24, 1990 

Baha'i News/June 1990 1 I 



Commentary 

It's true: mankind is one 

This true story is really two or three 
rolled into one, but they are so inter
twined that it is best to tell them as one. 

In 1978 Gerald and Rhea Laursen 
visited a friend at the Jemez Pueblo in 
northern New Mexico. It was a happy 
time, but a sad time as well because the 
friends were parting. 

Vangie had listened carefully to the 
news that her friend Rhea was leaving 
New Mexico again to tell others of her 
belief in the oneness of mankind and 
the need for peace and unity among all 
the peoples of the world. 

"As you travel in Argentina, teach
ing your faith," asked Vangie, "will 
you carry a message for me?" 

"If I can," Rhea promised. 
"Y ou say you will visit the native 

people of Argentina. Will you tell them 
of us, that we are well, and that we 
would like to know how they are?" 
Vangie's voice was low and intense. 

"In our legends," she continued, 
"repeated to us as we learn of our her
itage and our religion, we are told of 
the time when our people were happy, 
one people-several tribes, but one 
people. We lived in what your people 
have named lower Mexico and the Ca
nal Zone. 

"We are told that the land was so 
fertile, the climate so lovely that we 
became a large and happy nation. 
However, we continued to grow, much 
as the lush vegetation, until the land 
was overrun." V angie hesitated as if in 
respect to her forefathers. 

"Our wise men gathered in council; 
they knew it was their responsibility to 
find a solution. 

"They prayed their prayers. 
"They danced their dances. 

This artie/e, "Mankind Is One, " was 
written for Baha'i News by Rhea M. 
Coleman, a former pioneer to Argen
tina who now lives in Los Alamos, 
New Mexico. 

"They waited on the Great Spirit for 
guidance. " 

Once again Vangie hesitated, almost 
as if she were questioning the right of 
an outsider to know this history. After 
a few moments, she continued: 

"In a vision it was told we must sep
arate. Some must move north, some 
must go south. Because we were all 
equal, none would be spared this mi
gration. 

"It was decided by the wise men that 
lots would be drawn, determining 
which families were to go to the south 
and which were to travel north. 

"Our families came north. We were 
unprepared. The weather was severe, 
and we had never known cold. The 
land was dry and barren; we had only 
known lush, fertile ground. 

"Our people built caves into the 
mountainside, and we survived the 
cold. 

"We learned to cultivate the dry 
land and to water the corn with water 
from the rivers. 

"Our people learned to build with 
the mud and the trees; we learned to 
love this barren but beautiful land 
which was now ours." 

Vangie's voice changed from soft 
and sad to proud and almost challeng
ing. 

"TeII them we have prospered," she 
said. 

"We have suffered, but we have 
learned. " 

Her voice rose again: "Tell them we 
are well. We are together. We have sur
vived!" 

Silence. Rhea waited. 
"TeII -them," Vangie continued, 

"that we would like to hear from them. 
"Will you do that for me? I know 

your message is important, but you are 
the first we have trusted with this re
quest. " 

Deeply honored, and tearfully grate
ful, Rhea said, "Yes, I will speak of 

this to your people. May I show them 
pictures?" 

Vangie nodded. 
• • • 

Rhea kept her promise. 
Whenever she met the native people 

in Argentina and talked of her own 
mission, she passed on the message and 
the greetings from Vangie. 

The native people responded loving
ly and gratefully, for they too had 
wondered about the stories the old 
ones had told. 

Each time the request was carried 
out, Rhea wrote to Vangie of her 
people's situation, and sent back pic
tures, just as she gave pictures of the 
Pueblo Indians to all who would listen. 

Eventually, Rhea had an opportu
nity to visit the Mapuche tribe on the 
Lago Rosario Reservation, in the Pata
gonia region near the Antarctic. 

During that visit she told of the mes
sage from the Jemez Pueblo. 

As she spoke, the chief bowed his 
head. Because women in that area are 
not supposed to speak out, Rhea was 
afraid she had offended the chief. 

The silence became almost over
whelming as they awaited his response. 

It seemed hours before he lifted his 
head and said, "What she has told us is 
the truth. We have the same story in 
our legends. We are the same people." 

For the first time, he looked directly 
at Rhea. 

"Return to them our greetings," he 
said, "and tell them how we are. You 
know more of what she wants to hear 
than we know what to tell her." 

His voice became heavy and sad as 
he talked about his tribe and the prob
lems of the Reservation. 

He told how the young people had 
begun to make fun of the stories of 
their origin. 

How the older men had fasted for 
proof to pass on to the younger men. 

How one had had a vision that said 
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information about their ongm and 
their people would be brought to them 
by a white-haired woman. 

His voice was almost a whisper as he 
told how the younger men had roared 
with laughter on hearing this. 

How the young men had suggested it 
was an old man's wish for something 
different because in that area no one 
had ever seen a white-haired Indian, let 
alone a white-haired Indian woman! 

The chief bowed his head as he ex
plained that he was grateful and hon
ored to be the one who received the 
message. He would, he said, pass the 
information on, and hoped the young 
men would listen, stay on the Reserva
tion, and away from the problems of 
the cities. 

The spirit was peaceful, the people in 
the room united. 

Certainly one could say the jewel 
had been passed. 

Also, one could say that what had 
happened was eventful enough for one 
day in the service of Baha'u'llah, 
couldn't one? 

But there is more. 

• • • 
Among the many reasons for the 

visit to the Reservation was the need to 
register the identification numbers of 
the Baha'IS there. (A law had been 
enacted in Buenos Aires, requiring that 
all religions register the names of their 
members.) Gerald was recording the 
information. 

"You'd better look at this I.D., 
Rhea," he said. "They have the same 
name as you." 

Rhea had just been able to get the 
Mapuche women to talk with her (a 
considerable accomplishment) and 
wasn't at all eager to look at someone's 
1.0. 

"Rhea, this is important. Look at 
this!" Gerald insisted, pointing his 
finger to the exact spot he wanted Rhea 
to read. 

"Coliman! Why, that's my name!" 
Afterward, Rhea hoped she hadn't 
shrieked. 

Gravely, the chief nodded. 
"My family have always been 

chiefs," he said. "Me, my father, his 
father, and his father's father. 

"When my father's father's father 
was young, he married a Welsh lady 
whose name was Coleman (in Spanish, 
Coliman). 

"Her people tried to take her away, 

The author (second from left) with 
American and Mapuche Indian friends 

but she chose to stay with my great
grandfather. 

"She taught him to read the white 
man's books. She read from books, 
and taught the people how to use our 
earth to make better bricks, by using 
fire. The books showed how to build 
our houses strong, how to protect our 
health and our land. 

"Together they made us a strong 
tribe. 

"When the Spanish sent the black 
men against us, expecting to annihihte 
us, she read to us about the tactics of 
battle. We survived. 

"My great-grandparents were wise. 
They lifted the Mapuches of Lago Ro
sario high. 

"When the Spanish decided that 
since they couldn't get rid of us we 
must live on the Reservation, my great
grandparents refused until they nego
tiated favorable terms. 

"In return for staying on the Reser
vation, we were given schools. We were 
given our own hospital-with doctors, 
and the promise of training for our 
people. We now have Mapuche doc
tors, and this very week I watched my 
granddaughter become a registered 
nurse. Not a sister-not an aide-but a 
real registered nurse. 

"However, we remain Mapuches 
and, as such, in Argentina ... we are con
sidered little better than a good dog, 

in Argentina. Chief Califu is at the far 
left; Senora Califu is fourth from left. 

and less than the spirited horses we are 
allowed to raise and sell to the military. 

"The government, when it required 
that we all be registered, refused us the 
right to use our maternal name (in Ar
gentina, children use the name of their 
mother). The official edict said that no 
Indian had the right 'to pretend' to a 
white person's name. 

"Therefore, those of us who have 
the blood right, have Coli man as our 
middle name." 

Rhea explained that one of her great
grandfathers also came from Wales, 
that in the United States children used 
their father's name. She explained that 
she felt they were cousins. 

Gravely, the chief welcomed her on
to the Mapuche Reservation, with the 
privilege of a home there. 

Within the hearts of the pioneers the 
jewel glowed warmly. So much had 
happened that day that the couple, 
with their grandchildren, returned to 
Trevelin completely amazed. 

Imagine! Two circles of unity had 
been completed before their eyes-in 
just that one day. 

The greetings were carried from one 
branch of a long-separated family to 
another, reuniting a nation, while Rhea 
found a family, unknown to her, 
which, by virtue of that relationship, 
made her a member of the Jemez tribe 
of New Mexico. 

Oh God! Increase my astonishment. 
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Essay 

Reflections on 'these Latter Days' 

In the midst of this chaotic world 
when the structure of the old order is 
crumbling with bewildering rapidity, 
when mankind is groping in the dark
ness of illusion and despair, we Baha'is 
are immensely blessed through the 
grace of Baha'u'lhih, inasmuch as the 
Universal House of Justice-that infal
lible Body which is guided by the Hand 
of the Blessed Beauty-brings us en
lightenment and vision through its in
spiring letters and messages, acquaints 
us with the shape of things to come, en
ables us to take account of the chal
lenges we must face, indicates the na
ture of the tasks we are called upon to 
undertake, and gives us glad-tidings, 
faith and assurance to strenthen us in 
these crucial times and enable us to 
arise and render our humble service to 
His Threshold. 

Some two years ago the Universal 
House of Justice called for "universal, 
rapid and massive growth of the Cause 
of God." At that time the stage had 
been set through the heroic sacrifices 
of the beloved friends in Persia who, in 
vast numbers and over a long decade, 
had joyously drained the cup of mar
tyrdom in order to vindicate the spir
itual ascendancy of the Cause of God 
before the gaze of all mankind. Indeed, 
the fire of selfless devotion that those 
heroes of God had kindled in that land 
by the Will of the Lord shed imperish
able glory and light upon all Baha'i in
stitutions throughout the world, in
fused a fresh capacity in the minds of 
men everywhere, and focused world at-

This essay, "These Latter Days," 
was written by Habib Taherzadeh, a 
member of the Baha'{ community of 
Brazil. Mr. Taherzadeh formerly 
worked in the Research Department at 
the Baha'{ World Centre and was co
ordinator of a group that translated the 
book Selections from the Writings of 
the Bab. 
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Last year the Universal House of 
Justice announced that due to an 
upsurge in teaching activities in 
certain regions, there was evi
dence that the 'entry by troops' 
promised by 'Abdu'I-Baha 
might soon take place. 

tention on the Faith at all levels. 

Last year the Universal House of 
Justice announced that due to an up
surge in teaching activities in certain 
regions, there was evidence that the 
"entry by troops" promised by 'Ab
du'I-Baha might soon take place. Then 
this year the Baha'i world was over
whelmed with joy and wonder at the 
thrilling news in the RiQvan message, 
affirming that the hope expressed a 
year ago had come true in no fewer 
than eight countries in Asia, Africa, 
South America and the Caribbean, and 
that fresh enrollments had reached the 
unprecedented level of half a million! 
This is indeed an historic and soul
uplifting victory-and it is interesting 
to note that all of the above nations 
belong to the so-called "third world" 
countries, a token of divine grace 
vouchsafed to these peoples. 

But aside from being a delightful 
glad-tidings, "entry by troops" con
stitutes one of the signs of the time in 
which we live and is a significant event 
associated with the advent of the 
Lesser Peace. In a communication ad
dressed to the American Baha'i com
munity in July 1953, the Guardian has 
given us a clear perspective as to how 
and in what circumstances the entry by 
troops will take place: 

"This flow of fresh recruits will pre
sage and hasten the advent of the day 
which, as prophesied by 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
will witness the entry by troops of peo-

pIes of divers nations and races into the 
Baha'i world-a day which, viewed in 
its proper perspective, will be the pre
lude to that long-awaited hour when a 
mass conversion on the part of these 
same nations and races, and as a direct 
result of a chain of events, momentous 
and possibly catastrophic in nature, 
\\ill suddenly revolutionize the for
tunes of the Faith, derange the equilib
rium of the world and reinforce a 
thousandfold the numerical strength as 
well as the material power and the spir
itual authority of the Faith of Baha'
u'llah. " 
~oreover, it is highly interesting to 

note that the promise of "entry by 
troops" originally comes from the 
Qur'an, as a sign of God's victory in 
the "latter days." This prophecy is set 
forth in a special chapter-one of the 
shortest ones, barely two lines long
stating that when the day of God's vic
tory arrives, you will see people enter
ing the religion of God by troops. 
Also, there is another verse in the 
Qur'an that affirms this prophecy. It 
says: "The victory of God is near at 
hand. Convey this glad-tidings to the 
faithful." In Islam, this prophecy is 
regarded as very significant, and in 
some Muslim countries the above 
phrase-"the victory of God is near at 
hand"-often appears engraved on 
stones or pillars or is elaborately 
painted on tiles above the entrances to 
mosques, houses or places of public 
gatherings. Yet few people, if any, 
have ever had a notion of its true 
meaning, for in past Dispensations the 
believers always consisted of a small 
minority, while the unbelievers com
manded an overwhelming majority. 

Today, however, it is the Will of 
God that in this glorious Revelation the 
spiritual conquest of the planet be ac
complished through world peace and 
the unification of all mankind, and 
that every disunited, warring and rebel-
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lious element within human society be 
welded and fused into a harmoniously 
functioning organ, like members of a 
single human body. In His Writings, 
Baha'u'llah states that in this Day 
there will be no further respite for the 
people of negation, nor will they have 
any refuge to which to flee. He also has 
written: 

HAfter a time all the governments on 
earth will change. Oppression will en
velop the world. And following a uni
versal convulsion, the sun of justice 
will rise from the horizon of the unseen 
realm. " 

'Abdu'l-Baha has likewise written: 
HAil nations and kindreds will become 
a single nation. Religious and sectarian 
antagonism, the hostility of races and 
peoples and differences among nations 
will be eliminated. All men will adhere 
to one religion, will have one common 
faith, will be blended into one race, 
and become a single people. All will 
dwell in one common fatherland, 
which is the planet itself. " 

Moreover, it is highly significant 
that in its RiQvan message the Univer
sal House of Justice should have re
ferred, for the first time, to the Lesser 
Peace as a "far glimmer" looming on 
the horizon and have affirmed the ap
proaching culmination of the three col
lateral processes which, as Shoghi Ef
fendi has foretold, should take place 
simultaneously, namely: 

1. The increasing maturity of Baha'i 
institutions. 

2. Construction of the remaining 
buildings of the Arc on Mount Carmel. 

3. The establishment of the Lesser 
Peace. 

The first two of these are goals of the 
Six Year Plan, to whose fulfillment by 
1992 the Baha'i world is wholly com
mitted. The third is part of God's own 
major Plan, and no one but Him 
knows the exact time of its advent, nor 
the manner in which it will come 
about. However, as the Master, the be
loved Guardian and now the divinely 
inspired Universal House of Justice 
have clearly foretold, there is every in
dication that it will take place before 
long. 

The advent of the Lesser Peace will 
bring about a drastic transformation in 
the life of man on this planet, as a re
sult of which the age-old specter of war 
will be wiped out forever from the face 
of the earth, and the millennial proph-

ecy, "They shall beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into prun
ing hooks," will be fulfilled during this 
generation. A federal system of world 
government will come into being which 
will, through the force of circum
stance, adopt those universal Teach
ings of Baha'u'llah that have practi
cally become the spirit of this age, such 
as universal education, a universal lan
guage, elimination of prejudice, equal
ity of rights for both sexes, abolition of 
the extremes of poverty and wealth, 
and so on, and will incorporate them 
into its worldwide institutions. This 
will mark the inception of the age of 
human maturity and the establishment 
of the Most Great Peace. In the con
cluding passages of The Promised Day 
Is Come, Shoghi Effendi has set forth 
beautifully the consecutive steps in this 
vast process of man's organic and spir
itual evolution which God's wisdom 
has lovingly destined for him. 

Also, we must bear in mind that the 
Lesser Peace, which is a political union 
of all nations, is bound to be accom
panied or preceded by a great commo
tion, by unprecedented upheavals. In a 
Tablet, Baha'u'llah states that the 
Faith of God fulfills a two-fold func
tion: on the one hand, it acts like the 
soft breeze of spring that infuses a new 
life into all created things and enables 
them to grow and flourish; while on 
the other, it acts like a devastating 
autumn gale, uprooting enormous 
trees and laying waste huge buildings 
that hinder its irresistible advance. For 
it is evident that in order to erect a new 
building, the old one must be torn 
down and the ground cleared to pre
pare for the new construction. Out
wardly this will be a painful process, 
though inwardly a blessing in disguise. 

Shoghi Effendi says that the growth 
of the Faith of God today is like that of 
Christianity in its early years, when the 
mighty structure of the Roman Empire 
had to be demolished to make way for 
the rise and establishment of the new 
civilization based on the spiritual 
teachings of Christ. Now, in this age of 
transition, we can discern the same 
twofold process of integration and dis
integration moving toward its climax 
on a world scale with ever-increasing 
momentum. At this juncture, Charles 
Kingsley's fitting words come to mind: 

"The night is darkest before the 
morn, 

"When the pain is sorest the child is 
born, 

"And the Day of the Lord is at 
hand." 

One more word in conclusion: If we 
delve into the recent messages from the 
Universal House of Justice, we will no
tice that ample emphasis is given to the 
urgency of the present hour when 
God's own mighty Plan is geared up to 
full operation. Therefore, it behooves 
us as Baha'is to display a new spirit of 
dedication and to fix our attention on 
the challenging responsibilities that 
confront us today; for this is our God
given opportunity to prove our worth, 
our genuine faith in Baha'u'llah. Hap
py and blessed are those who respond 
to the call without delay, lest this rare 
opportunity be forfeit forever. 

The beloved Guardian, in a message 
written in 1955, makes this earnest ap
peal in a poignant voice that rings 
across the gulf of nearly four decades: 

"0 my spiritual brothers and sisters! 
The time has come that you should 
arise, to leave your homes, to hasten 
forward, to raise the Call of God. It is 
high time to go pioneering, to make the 
utmost endeavor in diffusing the light 
of divine guidance, to withstand the 
onslaught of the darkness of error. The 
days of your life are fleeting away. 
Make best use of this precious oppor
tunity; otherwise alas, alas, we shall be 
full of grief and remorse for not having 
fulfilled our duty toward God .... " 

May Baha'u'Uah bless and guide us, 
His humble servants, and enable us to 
serve Him in these anxious times 
through which we are now passing. 

Italy 
On March 20, Counsellor Louis He

nuzet visited an ongoing teaching pro
ject in Portici, Italy. On that day there 
were five enrollments, and the follow
ing day, during a Naw-Ruz unity Feast 
attended by 250 people, seven more 
were enrolled in the Faith. 

There are now 105 new believers in 
Portici, and the community's first local 
Spiritual Assembly was to have been 
elected at RiQvan. 

The Board of Counsellors, Auxiliary 
Board members, and National Teach
ing Committee have begun deepening 
programs in the area, and a search is 
under way for a Baha'i Center. 
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Inspiration 

A 'conqueror' for St. Helena 

Shortly before she died on the island 
of St. Helena in the South Atlantic 
Ocean, Catherine Huxtable received a 
written tribute from a medical special
ist, Dr. A.T. Jousse, who was inten
sively studying the problems of the 
physically disabled. "Unfortunately, 
you have been faced with a progressive 
disorder for which the medical profes
sion has nothing really to offer. That in 
itself is most discouraging, because 
each year you look forward to less 
physical activitiy and the decline is 
more rapid than that, due to the simple 
aging process with which we are all fac
ed. 

"I have no doubt, however, that 
your life has been greatly prolonged by 
your high motivation, and I quite agree 
with you that it has been very full. I 
think your influence has undoubtedly 
been much greater than that of most 
humans and much greater than anyone 
could evaluate . . ." 

Catherine felt that most of the credit 
for her full and successful life should 
have gone to "Baha'u'llah, Whose 
teachings will give anyone courage and 
power to fulfill his dreams .... " 
Some of the credit she also ascribed to 
her husband and to her mother, her 
"generous, long-suffering helper." 

Catherine Rudyard (Heward) Hux
table was born January 6, 1932, at 
Charlwood House, Charlwood, Sur
rey, England, to Lt. Col. Stephen A. 
Heward and Mrs. Helen (Bury) Hew
ard. She moved with her parents on 
their return to Canada in 1939 and re
ceived her primary and secondary edu
cation at Havergal College and Bishop 
Strachan School. 

When she was eight or nine years old 
she was observed to be falling fre-

This article, "A conqueror for St. 
Helena, " by W. G. Huxtable, first ap
peared in Baha'i News No. 522 (Sep
tember 1974). 
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Catherine found it difficult to 
accept the fact that she would be 
crippled. She used a wheelchair 
when she was 15 but it took two 
years for her to accept its regular 
use as the means by which she 
could have a fuller, more flex
ible life. 

quently, she was unable to run and 
climbed stairs slowly, and she tired 
quite easily. At the age of to, muscular 
dystrophy was diagnosed. During the 
next few years, her back and legs weak
ened and later her arms too were af
fected. Her mother made arrangements 
for her to continue school using a rou
tine as normal as possible but without 
gymnasium or outdoor recreation, and 
with a necessarily restricted social life. 
She could still walk, but with a poor 
sense of balance and frequent falling. 
However, she was able to attend Girl 
Guide camps during the summer. 
Those to-day adventures living closely 
in a group with other girls and sleeping 
in tents or under the stars were memo
rable for her. 

Catherine found it difficult to accept 
the fact that she would be crippled. She 
used a wheelchair when she was 15 but 
it took two years for her to accept its 
regular use as the means by which she 
could have a fuller, more flexible life. 
After leaving school at the age of 17 
she made a trip to England with her 
mother and sister. It showed her that 
life was far from over, and she gained 
confidence when she realized that peo
ple treated her normally and seemed to 
like her. 

Although the Heward family was fi
nancially comfortable, Catherine 
wanted to earn her own living in a use
ful way. She enrolled in a commercial 
art course but was unable to finish it 

because her arms were too weak to 
draw anywhere but at a desk, depriving 
her of the freedom of movement she 
felt was essential for an artist. Shortly 
after giving up the art course, she was 
successful in obtaining work doing 
beautiful and delicate petit point pic
tures and jewelry which enabled her to 
earn small amounts of her own money. 

Using the wheelchair, and helped by 
her friends, she was able to enjoy a 
wider social life. She became interested 
in the ideas of the Unitarian Fellowship 
and was elected vice-president of its 
youth group. 

She met her husband-to-be, Clifford 
Huxtable, at a university dance which 
she attended to listen to the music and 
share the company of people enjoying 
themselves. Clifford and Catherine 
were strongly attracted to each other. 
Both were seeking meaning and pur
pose in their lives, and together they 
became drawn to the Baha'i teachings. 
Catherine had become severely troubl
ed by the prospect of becoming bed
ridden and found comfort and strength 
in the Baha'i teachings on the spiritual 
meaning of tests and difficulties. Clif
ford and Catherine formally declared 
their faith in Baha'u'lhlh in April 1952, 
in the home of John and Audrey Ro
barts whose teaching activities had 
been the initial indirect channel for 
their introduction to the Baha'i Faith. 
They were married on May 7, 1955, in 
her parents' home where they lived for 
two years. Catherine added to her ac
complishments by serving in the ad
ministration of the affairs of the Faith 
in Toronto, where she was elected to 
the local Spiritual Assembly. 

In November 1957 the Huxtables 
moved to Regina, Saskatchewan, a 
smaller city on the Canadian prairie, as 
pioneers. This move initiated an accel
erating pace of pioneer service in the 
face of great obstacles. With the help 
of Miss Eileen White, who undertook 
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the physical tasks of housekeeping, 
Clifford and Catherine's first pioneer 
move, made despite the well-meant re
monstrances of some friends and rela
tives, proved successful. They aided 
the Regina community to develop on a 
self-sustaining basis. By the time they 
left it had doubled in numbers and be
come strong and united. 

With the confidence born of accom
plishment, and in response to the re
newed call for believers to enter the 
pioneer field, Clifford and Catherine 
moved from Regina in September 
1959, arriving on the Gulf Islands, off 
Canada's west coast, in October. It 
was a source of great joy to them to be 
filling a goal specifically designated by 
Shoghi Effendi, the last one he chose. 
Cliff and Catherine were the first Ba
M'is to reside in the Gulf Islands. To 
move there they stepped onto a higher 
plane of determination and sacrifice. 
Catherine encouraged the move even 
though it meant her husband's resigna
tion from the security of a professional 
position in adult education, and the 
outlook for work in the Gulf Islands 
was not encouraging. Catherine was 
unable to walk at all even with help, 
and they had to accept the uncertainty 
and low pay of unskilled manuallabqr. 
Clifford obtained work making fences 
on a sheep ranch, and later as a deck
hand on the ferry boats connecting the 
islands with the mainland. A year after 
their arrival he was offered the position 
of principal of an elementary school 
and their income became more depen
dable again. Catherine also worked as 
a local representative for a firm pro
ducing household and children's 
goods. 

Catherine had a warm and sincere 
interest in everyone she met. Their 
home was open to all comers, even to 
the sacrifice of her precarious health 
which required an ordered, settled and 
tranquil existence. Her dynamic con
tentment afforded encouragement to 

others burdened with difficulties. Her 
illness was turned into a blessing, and 
her overcoming its limitations, an in
strument of attraction. 

Within two years of their arrival in 
the Gulf Islands, a resident of the is
lands, the first to do so, accepted the 
BaM'i Faith in their home. The first 
public meeting in the islands was held 
in May 1963. The group had grown to 
nine by December, and Catherine was 

elected chairman of the local Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the Gulf Is
lands when that body was formed in 
April 1964. 

Although it had been assumed that 
the bearing of children might be unwise 
and possibly dangerous for Catherine, 
a son, Gavin Clifford, was born on 
June 27, 1962. 

Having built the nucleus of the Ba
ha'i community of the Gulf Islands, 
Clifford and Catherine responded to 
the call of the Universal House of Jus
tice, during the Nine Year Plan, for 
Canadian pioneers to the island of St. 
Helena in the South Atlantic. Again 
facing the uncertainty of insecurity of 
income, their goal an isolated speck in 
an ocean on the opposite hemisphere, 
they sold their home and possessions 
and set out with their young child, 
winter approaching, to cross the conti
nent on the first stage of her final 
odyssey. 

Traveling by auto, trailing a caravan 
\\<ith special fittings for the wheelchair, 
and equipped for overnight stops, the 
trio spent three months visiting Baha'i 
communities in British Columbia, Al
berta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, On
tario and Quebec. In Montreal they 
stayed at the Maxwell home, the only 
Canadian home in which 'Abdu'l-Baha 
stayed during His visit to North Amer
ica in 1912. Catherine addressed meet
ings and a children's class. This part of 
the journey, undertaken at the request 
of the National Spiritual Assembly, 
helped to develop in the Canadian Ba
ha'i community a heightened aware
ness of pioneering in preparation for 
the discharge of that community's wid
ening international responsibilities, an
ticipated in the Tablets of the Divine 
Plan. Their journey included a sojourn 
v.ith Catherine's mother. 

From Montreal they flew to Dublin, 
Ireland, and then to London, meeting 
and inspiring the friends in both cen
ters. They departed from Southampton 
on March 29, 1966, on the R.M.M. V. 
Capetown Castle and arrived on St. 
Helena on April 9, living in a hotel and 
then in part of the ground floor of a 
town house. Four months later, Clif
ford was appointed to a teaching posi
tion in the school system of the British 
colony. Once again their income be
came more dependable and the posi
tion opened to them a small govern
ment-owned house. 

-

Knight of Bahd'u'l/dh Elizabeth Stamp 
was thefirst Bahd'{pioneeron St. Hel
ena Island. She stayed at her post 
throughout the Ten Year Crusade be
fore returning to the United States for 
reasons of health. Mrs. Stamp died in 
Connecticut in 1970. 

They were deeply interested in all the 
people on the island and made many 
friends from all walks of life. Although 
Catherine's health was continuing to 
deteriorate, all who knew her were in
spired and cheered by her warmth, 
keen intelligence, wide interests and 
courage. She continued to maintain a 
voluminous correspondence, showing 
in her letters a sensitivity to the individ
ualities of each of her correspondents. 
She continued to direct household af
fairs and supervised the care of her 
son, developing a close and affectio
nate relationship with him. 

On St. Helena, as had been the case 
throughout her life, the medical doc
tors who attended Catherine went out 
of their way to ensure that she had the 
best possible care. However, her illness 
continued to progress and it became in
creasingly difficult for her to breathe. 
A machine was sent by friends from 
the United States in an attempt to help 
her respiration. After a few weeks of 
rapid deterioration of her health, she 
died in the early morning of October 
25, 1967. 

Her resting place in the hills of St. 
Helena is marked with a memorial con
tributed by Canadian friends and the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Ba
M'is of Canada. 
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Commentary 

Purging the shadow of racism 

We who live in the late 20th century 
are in a state of dangerous imbalance. 
We are scientific and technological gi
ants, but moral and spiritual dwarfs. 
Nowhere is this more apparent than in 
the stark contrast between our ability 
to have instantaneous communication 
with every part of the planet and our 
inability to rid ourselves of prejudice. 
In spite of the overwhelming scientific 
evidence that humanity is one species 
and no segment of it is either intellec
tually or physically inferior, prejudice 
in the form of ethnocentrism and rac
ism persists. 

Prejudice against people belonging 
to a different tribe or culture dates 
back many millennia, long before its 
crystallization into prejudice against 
those of a different race. Indeed, until 
the voyages of discovery some 500 
years ago, there was little contact be
tween people of the three major races, 
who were isolated from one another by 
formidable geographical barriers. 
Since that time, even though isolating 
barriers have been eliminated through 
advances in technology, prejudice con
tinues its long history by being passed 
from generation to generation. The 
most extreme form of prejudice-rac
ism-has now infected the human fam
ily in every part of the globe. No one is 
completely immune to it. 

At this point in our social and spir
itual evolution, we stand at a great 
watershed in history-we are at the 
threshold of planetary maturity. This 
generation must explore the root 
causes of racism, understand them, 
and then alter those personal attitudes 

This article, "Out of the Shadows, " 
was written by Dr. Khalil A. Khavari, a 
Bahd'ljrom Bayside, Wisconsin. It ap
peared originally in "Peace Talks," a 
quarterly publication of the College of 
Letters and Science at the University of 
Milwaukee- Wisconsin. 

and ways of looking at others that pre
vent amity and concord. 

Understanding prejudice requires 
the recognition that in an earlier time it 
played a key role in social organiza
tion. Throughout history, humanity 
has been divided into groups: tribal, 
ethnic, national, and others. Irrespec
tive of the size and type of the group, 
prejudice against others served the 
function of forging identity, solidarity, 
a sense of belonging and acceptance
the bases for both physical and psycho
logical security. Those outside of the 
group, the "others," were cast in the 
role of adversaries. 

In the past, negative feelings about 
"others" were used to form in-group 
cohesion and to enable the group to 
continue as a separate entity; they en
gendered loyalty and closer coopera
tion among the members. Compared to 
"their way," "our way" of life and of 
doing things was perceived as superior 
or even the only way. 

In the face of perceived threats from 
adversaries, the tribal, ethnic or na
tional group would forget its internal 
squabbles and problems when it was 
necessary to mobilize to defend itself. 
Prejudice against others was a strong 
motivator for protecting the group; it 
was an insurance against military de
feat, exploitation, enslavement, ab
sorption, and even the obliteration of 
the group itself. 

In our time, we can no longer use 
prejudice against others as an instru
ment for our own survival. It has be
come obsolete, just as war itself has 
become unthinkable as a means of set
tling disputes in a nuclear age. Yet, a 
racist mentality lingers on in 20th-cen
tury society-dividing us from each 
other, tying us separately with ropes of 
prejudice, suspicion and contention. 
Why? 

Let us look first at the differences 
between a healthy sense of self-esteem 

or self-worth and its unhealthy extreme 
of narcissism and egotism. Having a 
high regard for one's race, ethnicity or 
nationality is in a real sense an exten
sion of a high regard for one's self. 
Feelings of self-worth and self-esteem 
are psychologically healthy, but when 
positive group identity is accompanied 
by prejudice toward others, it is a per
version and very destructive. 

In the same way that ideas of self
worth can be perverted into egotism 
and narcissism, a positive sense of 
group identity can be perverted into the 
sickness of racism and ethnocentrism. 
When prejudice causes the individual 
to assign negative characteristics to an 
entire group, the perversion is com
plete. 

Racism is attractive because it gives a 
person a false sense of self-righteous
ness, superiority, and psychological se
curity. It marks the boundaries that de
fine the in-group versus the out-group. 
Racism and ethnocentrism are thus 
perversions of the noble impulse of 
love for one's own people and culture. 
Yet, the love of one's own people, cul
ture and nation is not at all incompati
ble with the respect and love of others. 
Love for one's heritage need not be ex
pressed by hatred and animosity to
ward others. All cultures, races and 
ethnic groups belong to one human 
family and should be equally valued
since it is now well-established that bio
logically there is but one race, the 
human race. Prof. Jay Gould of Har
vard University writes: "Human races 
are not separate species .... They are 
recent, poorly differentiated sub-popu
lations of our modern species, Homo 
Sapiens ... marked by remarkably 
small genetic separations." I 

The nuclear age has made all our 
past instruments of limited group secu
rity obsolete. The only way that we can 
now have genuine security is to elimi
nate racism-a barrier of the defunct 
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old order that keeps us from our cher
ished goal of the healing unity neces
sary for permanent world peace. 

It is time to realize that prejudice, a 
twisted and insidious emotion, has out
lived its historical effectiveness. It can 
only motivate social and political pol
icies that are oppressive and divisive. 
We need to recognize our larger kin
ship to the whole species. 

Group identity, belonging, and soli
darity are the bases for both physical 
and psychological security. Recogniz
ing this legitimate need for security, we 
need to extend and widen the limited 
ethnic and racial allegiances we now 
have. In addition to love for our own 
group, we can each develop a sense of 
belonging to the whole human race, a 
sense of solidarity with all peoples and 
cultures who are, after all, only super
ficially different from our own. The 
more we learn about others and the 

Cameroon 

Pictured are many of those who took 
part last December in a Regional Ba-

The third Regional Baha'i Youth 
Conference for the North West Prov
ince of Cameroon was held last Decem
ber 16-17 in Bamenda. Fifty-three 
young Baha'is from 10 localities in the 
province gathered to consult on 

more we understand our inherent simi
larities and recognize our common hu
manity-the more effectively we can 
eliminate our prejudices. 

Ethnic identity need not and should 
not be abandoned as the price of peace. 
Universal solidarity can be achieved by 
connecting the diverse peoples of the 
world in a chain of interlocking cir
cles-each retaining its cultural heri
tage, yet each linking harmoniously 
with the larger heritage of mankind. 

Freedom from racism, prejudice, 
divisiveness and hatred is true free
dom. It is the foundation for a lasting 
and meaningful world peace, the kind 
of peace that provides not only for 
tranquillity among the peoples of the 
earth but also within the heart and 
mind of each individual. 

Prejudice was a stone-age tool of 
primitive groups of human beings, iso
lated physically and psychologically 

hd'l Youth Conference in Bamenda, 
Cameroon. Six people embraced the 

"Transformation.' , 
Workshops conducted by the youth 

included "Training Our Spiritual 
Selves," "The Fields of Service for 
Youth," and "The Challenges of Mod
ern Society to the Baha'i Youth." 

from one another. It served the group's 
esprit de corps and identity. Now that 
social, demographic, scientific, techno
logical and information revolutions 
have transformed our formerly vast 
planet into a global village, racism and 
ethnocentrism are not only obsolete, 
they stand in the way of our species' 
survival. Anthropologists tell us that 
humanity evolved physically in Africa 
and then, after millions of years of liv
ing together, dispersed over the globe. 
In our time the branches of the human 
family can come together again. We 
must make it a planetary family re
union, enjoying our diversity yet feel
ing the deep bonds of unity in an ever
lasting peace. 

FOOTNOTE 
1. Stephen Jay Gould, Human Equality Is 

a Contingent Fact oj History, Natural His
tory (November 1984), pp. 26-33. 

A two-day deepening institute fol
lowed the conference at which topics of 
study included the Covenant, the suf
ferings of Baha'u'llah, the Six Year 
Plan, and Baha'i laws. 
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The world 

Mr. Furutan visits Soviet Union 

On March 16. the Hand of the Cause 
of God 'Ali-Akbar Furutan left the 
Holy Land to visit the Baha'is in the 
Soviet Union. 

Before departing he said, "My heart
felt wish for many years has been that 
once again my eyes might behold the 
vast, rich land of Russia, especially be
cause in 1930 I received a letter from 
the beloved Guardian, which he pen
ned himself, stating the following: 'It is 
my hope that you will, in the future. be 
able to render great services in Rus-
sia.· " 

At the University of Dushanbe, Mr. 

Sakhalin Island 

_ ...... ,. 

Abbas Katirai (left), a long-time pio
neer and former member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Japan, ar
rived with his wife, Resvanieh, March 
24 in Sakhalin, opening the Soviet is
land to the Faith. Since Sakhalin was 
the last remaining goal of the Ten Year 
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Furutan spoke to 400 people, of whom 
only 25 were Baha'is, although he was 
unable to speak openly about the 
Faith. 

On April 19, in Moscow, he was in
terviewed for a program about the 
Faith on Soviet Television. 

During a visit to Moscow University, 
Mr. Furutan was invited to address a 
seminar at the Institute of Psychology 
and Pedagogy. Expecting an audience 
of perhaps 30, he was quite surprised 
to find more than 300 students in atten
dance. His topi~ was the relationship 
of psychology to religion, and he was 

,. 
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Crusade (1953-63), Mr. and Mrs. Ka
tirai have become Knights of Bahti'
u'lIcih. With Mr. Katirai in this photo
graph, taken at the market in Yuzhno
Sakhalinsk, are his son Foad (in hat 
and dark glasses) and two friends. 

able to speak directly about the Faith. 

The highlight of Mr. Furutan's visit 
to date has been the election at Ridvan 
of the local Spiritual Assembly of Mos
cow. On April 24, the following mes
sage was telephoned to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Germany and re
layed to the Universal House of Justice 
via electronic mail: 

•• After 60 years, the local Spiritual 
Assembly of Moscow has been re
formed in the presence of the Hand of 
the Cause of God 'Ali-Akbar Furutan. 
... the local Spiritual Assembly was 
honored to meet with the Hand of the 
Cause and Counsellor Polin Rafat. 
Heavy agenda and great responsibili
ties await us. Yours in His service, the 
local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of Moscow." 

Germany 
Active teaching is under way in East 

Germany. Local Spiritual Assemblies 
and individual Baha'is from West Ger
many have established contact with 
mayors and other public officials in 
East Germany, and have received per
mission from those authorities to have 
information stands in various cities. 

Inquiries from residents in East Ger
many are regularly received at the Na
tional Baha'i Office in West Germany. 

On February 6, a letter was received 
from someone who had been introduc
ed to the Faith through a pamphlet and 
who, after reading it, wrote: "I have 
reached the conviction that I must be a 
member of 'our' Faith. I am sorry that 
I do not have my own house, because I 
would have offered a room for receiv
ing people to talk about our Faith and 
to enlist every interested citizen of our 
country to our Cause. There are realis
tic opportunities for an ... extension 
of our Faith in East Germany." 



Argentina 
About 1,250 people including 400 

who were not Baha'is attended the 50th 
anniversary Commemorative Confer
ence of the passing of the Hand of the 
Cause of God May Bolles Maxwell, 
which was held February 27-March 1 in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

Attendees came from as far away as 
Canada, Hawaii, Israel and Spain, and 
seven Indian tribes were represented. 

The special guest at the conference 
was Mrs. Maxwell's daughter, the 
Hand of the Cause God Amatu'l-Baha 
R1ihfyyih Khanum. Also warmly wel
comed were three members of the Con
tinental Board of Counsellors: Eloy 
Anello, Isabel de Calder6n and Sha
poor Monadjem. 

The conference was focused on re
membrances of Mrs. Maxwell's many 
international services and her flame
like love for the Cause of God which 
led her, in ill health at the age of 70, to 
journey to the southernmost outpost of 
the Faith in South America and, in the 
words of the beloved Guardian, "lay 
down her life in such a spirit of conse
cration and self-sacrifice as to merit the 
crown of martyrdom." 

During the conference the Hand of 
the Cause, accompanied by Counsellor 
Monadjem and a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Argen
tina, had a filmed interview with the 
president of that country, Carlos Men
em, and two members of his Cabinet. 

On the final day of the conference, 
Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum was 
received by the mayor of Buenos Aires 
and presented him with a copy in Span
ish of the pamphlet, "A Pattern for 
Future Society." She also met with the 
president of the Foundation for Peace 
and Brotherhood. 

Twelve people were enrolled in the 
Faith during the conference. 

Taiwan 
The Council of Agriculture of the 

Executive Yuan (Senate) of Taiwan has 
agreed to co-sponsor, with the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Taiwan, a 
Baha'i education program on environ
mental protection. This marks the first 
formal joint effort between the Baha'is 
of Taiwan and the government, herald
ing the opening of many new areas for 
service for the Baha'is there. 

, 

Ivory Coast 

Pictured are some of the 150 Baha'is They came from 21 localities, with 
who attended the Harmittan Baha'{ some walking nearly 30 kilometers (18 
School last December in Ivory Coast. miles) to be present. 

United Kingdom 
A special dedication ceremony was 

held April 14 at the newly refurbished 
Haziratu'l-Quds of the United King
dom. 

The gathering marked the reopening 
of the National Centre following a 15-
month period during which it was clos
ed for extensive remodeling and up
grading of facilities. The renovations 
took place under the guidance of the 
Universal House of Justice to allow the 
Centre to better serve not only the Ba
ha'is of the U.K. but the worldwide 
Baha'i community as well. The Centre 
now houses the Office of the Secretary 
of the National Spiritual Assembly and 
the Baha'i Information Office. 

• 
A conference on "Community and 

Diversity," sponsored by the Associa
tion for Baha'i Studies for English
speaking Europe, was held April 6-8 at 
Newman College in Birmingham, Eng
land. 

Forty people from the United King
dom, Ireland and Holland took part in 
the program, which included the pre
sentation of 18 papers including two 
from Belgium, whose authors were un
able to attend. 

The keynote speakers were Prof. 

Alan Rogers of the University of Read
ing, a distinguished figure in the fields 
of adult and continuing education, and 
Dr. Seosamh Watson, senior lecturer 
in the faculty of Celtic Studies at Uni
versity College in Dublin and chairman 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Republic of Ireland. 

Thailand 
The Spiritual Assembly of Chiang 

Mai, Thailand, dedicated its new Ba
ha'i Center last November 12, the an
niversary of the Birth of Baha'u'IlAh. 

The governor of Chiang Mai pre
sided, thanking the Baha'is for teach
ing spirituality to the people of Chiang 
MaL He said that as the area pro
gresses materially, it needs to progress 
spiritually as well, and he wished the 
Baha'is success. 

Following the dedication ceremony 
the Wildfire theatre group, which was 
visiting Chiang Mai, entertained. 

That afternoon the Baha'is and their 
guests celebrated the Birth of Baha'
u'llah, an occasion that was considered 
to be a great success, especially as 37 of 
the guests accepted the Faith. 
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Papua New Guinea 

These children were photogaphed dur
ing a busy day at the LAES Keravat 
pre-school, one of several pre-schools 
initiated by the Bahd'fs of Papua New 
Guinea. Among other things, students 

Republic of Ireland 
An article in a recent issue of Ire

land's Kilkenny Standard Monthly Re
view opens with the question, "Why is 
an Iranian accountant selling health 
foods in Kilkenny?" It goes on to tell 
the story of a Baha'i from Rasht in 
northern Iran who came to Ireland as a 
refugee from the Ayatollah Khomeini's 
Islamic fundamentalist regime. 

Also in Ireland, the Journal of Alter
native and Complementary Medicine 
carried an article about a Baha'i in 
Tralee who is an acupuncturist and 
psychotherapist as a part of its month
ly feature entitled "A Day in the Life 
of ... " 

An interview with the Baha'i, who 
was a recent runner-up for the Tyring
ham Practitioner of the Year Award, 

Western Caroline Islands 
The Western Caroline Islands have 

witnessed a large number of declara
tions since last Ridvan. About three 
and one-half percen't of the population 
of these islands is now Baha'i. 
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at these pre-schools study their a-b-c's, 
work on carpentry projects, plant 
trees, and work on developing 'gutpela 
pasin' (good qualities). 

included a discussion of his life and 
profession, and mentioned the Faith. 

Australia 

.~ ... 

..:1' 

,~ .. ,,:-.,:, 
'~r 

Artist Lorni Hyland (right), an Aus
tralian Aboriginal Bahd',: displays a 
sample of her workfor thefriends. The 

Panama 

A group of Guaymi Indian Baha'is, 
eight men and eight women, took part 
in the 12th National Craftsmanship 
Fair held at the Atlapa Convention 
Centre in Panama. 

The group, whose presentation was 
entitled "Traditions of Guaymi 
Dances, " came from Boca de Reme
dio, an indigenous community which is 
entirely Baha'i. 

The director of the group gave a talk 
on the Baha'i message of the unity of 
mankind and told of the work of the 
Faith in preserving Guayrni culture. 

Pamphlets about the Faith were 
given to members of the audience, 
among whom were the Minister of 
Commerce and Industry and other na
tional government officials. 

Israel 
I "0 ices of Israel is the first English

language poetry journal in Israel. Be
sides carrying verse by Israeli poets, the 
current issue (Volume 17) introduces 
poems by three persons not resident in 
Israel, three of whom are Baha'is: Jeff 
Williams and Michael Fitzgerald of the 
U.S. and Chris Cholas of Belize. The 
Faith is mentioned in notes about the 
contributors. 

tapestry is an example of traditional 
Aboriginal design. She is holding carv
ed and painted Emu eggs. 



India 

David Hofman, retired member of 
the Universal House of Justice, arrived 
last December 11 in Trivandrum, In
dia, for a week-long visit to Kerala 
State. The visit had been announced in 
a leading newspaper which helped in
form the public of his presence. 

While in Trivandrum, Mr. Hofman 
was interviewed on television and on 
All-India Radio. During the radio in
terview, he was asked to talk about 
various aspects of the Faith, especially 
its relevance to present-day world chal
lenges. Mr. Hofman also took the op
portunity to invite his listeners to visit 
the Baha'i House of Worship in New 
Delhi. 

Mr. Hofman was the guest at a well
attended press conference organized by 
the Press Club of Trivandrum, speak
ing of the Mission of Baha'u'llah in 
building a new civilization. More than 
SO reporters, representing all of the 
newspapers in Kerala, took part in the 
conference. 

A second press conference, at Erna
kulam, was equally well-attended and 
successful. 

World Centre 

The diversity of these young volunteers 
serving at the Baha'i World Centre in 
Haifa, Israel, demonstrates the unity 
of mankind in action and has an im
pact that is felt far beyond the Centre 
itself. In February, Glen Duncan, a Ba
ha'ifrom Australia andformer worker 
at the World Centre, shared the photo 
with another Australian youth whom 
he met while traveling in Eastern Eu-

Mr. Hofman and Counsellor S. Na
garatnam were received by the former 
Maharaja of Kerala for an hour-long 
meeting, the first time the Message of 
Baha'u'llah had been discussed with 
the royal family. Mr. Hofman gave the Trinidad/Tobago 
former Maharaja a copy of "The Following a successful teaching cam
Promise of World Peace" and invited paign in Chaguanas which brought 
him to visit the House of Worship. 1,000 new believers into the Faith, the 

Among the other dignitaries who National Teaching Committee of Trin
met with Mr. Hofman were the Chief idad and Tobago launched a new 
Minister of Kerala State and the head teaching-deepening campaign in cen
of the Institute for English Studies. tral and southern Trinidad dedicated to 

The Rotary Club of Central Trivan- the memory of the Hand of the Cause 
drum held a special meeting in honor of God Ugo Giachery. 
of Mr. Hofman, at which the club The target areas were Las Lomas 
president quoted from the peace state- I ~o. 2, St. Helena. Kelly Village, and 
ment while introducing Mr. Hofman. the surrounding areas in central Trin
After speaking about the Faith and its idad, and Mayo, Whiteland, Poonah 
relevance to this scientific age, Mr. and surrounding areas in the south. 
Hofman was asked many questions. The general plan included visiting and 

One of the most memorable events deepening Baha'is in those communi
of Mr. Hofman's visit was his partici- ties while teaching their families, 
pation in the inauguration of Baha'i friends and neighbors. 
Bhavan, the state Haziratu'l-Quds. From September I5-December 31 
More than 150 people attended the II the campaign witnessed the enrollment 
ceremony, which was presided over by of 809 new believers, restored four 
Counsellor Nagaratnam. It was an- local Assemblies and two children's 
nounced on radio and television and I classes, held 25 deepenings, distributed 
covered that evening on a television Baha'i literature among isolated Ba
news report. ha'is and non-Baha'is, and organized 

rope. On looking at it the young man, 
who had been bitterly complaining 
about the bleak and ugly city in which 
they were staying, was transformed. 
'All those smiling, happy young faces 
together from all around the world, , he 
said, 'is the most amazing thing I've 
ever seen. Tell me more about this re
ligion of yours!' 

two special meetings for old and new 
Baha'is to meet with Counsellors Rod
rigo Tomas from Costa Rica and Peter 
McLaren from Venezuela. 

Romania 
Baha'i activities in Romania are 

gathering momentum as student pio
neers from Germany help that neo
phyte community to hold firesides. The 
friends report a steady flow of new be
lievers, and the Baha'i community of 
Cluj, now 17 strong, has asked permis
sion from the National Spiritual As
sembly of Germany to form Romania's 
first local Spiritual Assembly. They are 
also searching for a suitable location 
for a Baha'i Center. 

There has been one article about the 
Faith in a Romanian newspaper and in
terviews on radio and television that 
focused on the humanitarian and med
ical assistance offered by the Baha'is to 
the people of Romania in recent weeks. 
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Philippines 
The village of Mabaras-Liwanag, in 

the hinterlands of Oriental Mindoro 
Province in the Philippines, can be 
reached only on foot, and the journey 
is at least two days' walk from the 

New Zealand 

Pictured are members of 'Youth for 
One World' which was formed at the 
recent Pacific Baha'I' Youth Con
ference in Auckland, New Zealand. 
The young people teach the Faith by 
presenting two-hour performances 
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nearest highway. The local Spiritual 
Assembly of that isolated community 
decided that a cooperative store would 
render an important service to the 
Mangyan community. So one was plan-

about peace followed by public meet
ings and firesides. Included in the 
group are members of 'Wildfire,' a 
popular dance group that recently 
toured Asia. 

ned with the intention that all profits 
would be saved in a special fund for 
teaching and socio-economic projects. 

Already the Assembly has had many 
opportunities to use the fund to benefit 
the community. The first purchase was 
a Coleman lantern for use during eve
ning meetings, as there is no electricity 
in the village. 

When Baha'is noticed that the com
munity water supply, derived from a 
nearby spring, needed cleaning, they 
bought four bags of cement and a few 
tools to build a small catchment. Now 
there are plans to improve their tutorial 
schoolhouse, so they have been acquir
ing lumber for the construction of a 
permanent building. 

Mabaras-Liwanag is one of a num
ber of villages under the civil jurisdic
tion of Barangay Panaytayan. The 
Barangay has come to trust the Spir
itual Assembly and honors its decisions 
in settling disputes in the village. The 
Assembly conducts weekly deepening 
classes that are attended by about 50 
people, who maintain a spirit of 
warmth in the open and courteous con
sultations. 

Because of the Assembly's success in 
managing the affairs of its community, 
Mangyans from other villages have 
been visiting to see how the meetings 
are conducted and how the consulta
tions are handled . 

• 
The Baha'is of the Philippines held a 

seminar/workshop February 19-25 on 
"Baha'i Radio Programming." Coun
sellor Vicente Samaniego, an Auxiliary 
Board member and three members of 
the National Teaching Committee 
helped trainer Douglas Moore, a Ba
ha'i from Alaska, conduct the seminar 
for 15 trainees. 

Canada 
Students at the Maxwell Interna

tional Baha'i School in British Colum
bia, Canada, are using music and 
drama as well as public talks to reach 
out to the community with the Message 
of Baha'u'llah. Performances already 
held include one on Saltspring Island, 
commemorating the 25th anniversary 
of the Baha'is' presence there, and 
another at the Education Network 
Conference in Vancouver. 

_I 
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United States 
Pictured is this year's exhibit by the 
Bahd'ls of Manatee County, Florida, 
at the Manatee County Fair, whose 
theme was 'The Beauty and Bounty oj 
Manatee County. ' The Baha'l exhibit, 
which included continuous showings oj 
video tapes depicting the Shrines oj 
Baha'u'llah and the Bab, the Seat oj 
the Universal House of Justice, and 
Baha'I' Houses of Worship around the 
world, won first prize in the category 
oj Religious and Service Organiza
tions. This marked the 21st year in 
which the Baha'ls of Manatee County 
have taken part in the Fair, which this 
year drew more than lOO,OOO visitors. 

Hungary 
The Baha'i singing group "El Viento 

Canta" (The Singing Wind) continued 
its tour of Eastern Europe in January 
with a number of concerts in Hungary, 
each of which was followed by "coffee 
house" firesides at which lively discus
sions of the Faith continued for several 
hours. 

In Sopron, about 400 people heard 
the group, whose members were able to 

Pakistan 
The fourth phase of the Saied Hindi 

Teaching Campaign in Pakistan ended 
February 23 with 369 people accepting 
the Faith, among them people of Mus
lim, Ahmadiyyah and Hindu back
grounds. 

In addition, 75 new Baha'i localities 
have been opened and two new local 
Spiritual Assemblies formed, at Khan
pur and Chak No. 8P Katta. The latter 
is the world's first local Assembly com
prised entirely of newly enrolled Ba
ha'is of Ahmadiyyah background. 

A significant victory is the large 
number of women who have been en
rolled. In Chak No. 21, one Amha
diyyah woman was enrolled, and in an
other village nine women embraced the 
Cause. Altogether, 100 of the new be
lievers are women. 

speak openly about the Faith. 
On January 23 they performed for 

about 150 people including the Argen
tinian Ambassador at the Military 
Club in Budapest. Also attending were 
students from Chile, Peru, Mexico and 
Venezuela. 

The following evening, four mem
bers of the group attended a fireside at 
the home of a Hungarian Baha'i at 
which two people declared their faith, 
one from Hungary and the other from 
East Germany. 

On January 26, two members of the 
group were interviewed on television; 
the interview, along with clips of their 
concert, was aired January 28 on a sta
tion that reaches 2,500 homes. 

A concert on January 28 was attend
ed by 50 people, 20 of whom were Rus
sians. Afterward, the Russians were 
given copies of the peace statement in 
Russian. 

The group performed again in Buda
pest on January 29, this time as guests 
of the Argentinian Ambassador. Pres
ent were the ambassadors from Chile, 
Colombia, Nicaragua, Uruguay and 
Venezuela, along with representatives 
from the Mexican and Peruvian em
bassies. 

On January 31, EI Viento Canta per
formed for 450 high school students 
and their teachers in Szentendre. 

Germany 
Since the opening of the Berlin Wall 

last November, the Baha'is of West 
Berlin and West Germany have distrib
uted some 250,000 copies of a short
ened version of "The Promise of 
World Peace." The shortened version 
is called "Friedenschancen" (Chances 
for Peace) and is being given to East 
German visitors to the West and di
rectly to citizens in the German Demo
cratic Republic. 

The National Baha'i Office in Lan
genhain, West Germany, now receives 
letters and inquiries about the Faith on 
a daily basis from East German resi
dents. Interviews with hundreds of 
seekers have taken place, while dozens 
of interested people who offered their 
names and addresses are being visited 
by traveling teachers. 

The mayors of various cities in East 
Germany have received delegations of 
West German Baha'is and have ac
cepted copies of the peace statement. 

The National Spiritual Assembly has 
given permission to West German Ba
ha'is and local Spiritual Assemblies to 
teach freely in East Germany, and has 
made teaching, proclamation and 
deepening there its first priority for the 
remaining period of the Six Year Plan, 
in addition to its goals in Eastern Eu
rope and the Soviet Union. 
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Ecuador 

...... -l 

RUFINO GUALA VIS! 

Leeward Islands 

The "Sparks of Peace"- Baha'i 
Youth Project, a collaborative effort 
between the Continental Board of 
Counsellors and the National Spiritual 
Assemblies of the Caribbean area was 
designed to encourage native We~t In
dian youth to travel and teach while 
providing young Baha'is from other 
areas an opportunity to learn more 
about the Caribbean. 

The project was sponsored by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Leeward Islands and coordinated by its 
National Youth Committee. 

Fourteen National Assemblies took 
part, sending 24 youth and chaperones 
to the project. These formed five teams 
that traveled and taught in nine islands 
and countries before convening in Gu
yana for a Baha'i Youth Conference. 

Each of the groups was identified by 
a team name. 

"Mirrors of Reflection" went to the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. Most of their ac
tivities were service-oriented such as 
cleaning and painting equipment in 
two parks and working with govern
ment officials on a proposal for in
creasing awareness of United Nations' 
functions in the Caribbean. 

The team also did some direct teach
ing, presented several firesides and 
shared the Message with about 30 
young people at Wesleyan Holiness 
Youth Camp. 

Meanwhile, the "Song of the Wind" 
group visited Dominica and St. Vin
cent, working on service activities for 
the Association of the Disabled. 

The "Quddus" team visited both 

Rufino Gualavisi Farinango-, a renowned indigenous Baha'i teacher, died 
March 23 in Otavalo, Ecuador. 

Mr. Gualavisi taught the Faith to thousands of indigenous people and campe
sinos and helped open many difficult areas of the country to the Faith, often ac
companied by his spiritual father and teaching companion, Counsellor Raul Pa
v6n. Although beaten and imprisoned at various times, he remained steadfast 
and never once wavered in his teaching efforts. 

He is buried in the cemetery "Parques del Recuerdo" in Quito, on the left side 
and adjoining the resting place of his good friend and staunch admirer, the Hand 
?f the Cause of God Rahmatu'lhih Muhajir. On learning of Mr. Gualavisi's pass
mg, the Universal House of Justice cabled the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Ecuador: 

"Deeply saddened news passing outstanding sacrificial teacher Cause God 
Rufmo Gualavisi. His noble qualities, his loving nature, his immense services in
digenous masses native land never to be forgotten and worthy source pride your 
community. Urge hold befitting memorial meetings his blessed memory through
out country. Assure fervent prayers Holy Threshold for progress his radiant soul 
Kingdom on high. Kindly extend heartfelt condolences family and friends." 
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Guadeloupe and Martinique, helping 
the former community realize its goal 
of opening two villages to the Faith. 

They taught, took part in service ac
ti\ities, and were interviewed by radio 
and newspaper reporters. 

In Barbados, the "Mulla Husayn" 
team's activities included direct teach
ing, firesides and public meetings that 
led to a number of enrollments. 

In Grenada, they joined the 
"Mona" teaching campaign already in 
progress, dividing their time among 
teaching, deepening and doing chores. 

The "Royal Falcon" team spent its 
time in Trinidad, both north and 
south. Most of their efforts were spent 
on direct teaching, and they enrolled 
about 150 people. 

Zaire 
As a result of the efforts of a group 

of traveling teachers who braved the 
nearly impenetrable jungle of the 
Ubundu zone in the province of Haute
Zaire, more than 200 people have be
come Baha'is in that remote hard-to
reach area of Zaire. 

Eighty people were enrolled in the 
village of Batiamoliko; in another vil
lage of about 40, the entire population 
became Baha'is; and in the village of 
Bafale, there are now more than 50 
adult Baha'is and about 40 Baha'i chil
dren. 

In spite of the difficulty of reaching 
the area, the friends do their best to 
teach the Faith. The people in the 
Ubundu zone are receptive, and there 
are now 12 Baha'i communities in the 
area. 

• 
The Baha'i Club at the University of 

Kisangani in Haute-Zaire has been 
given its own room in which to meet 
and host activities. The club, which has 
48 members, has sponsored a literary 
competition and shown a film about 
the Baha'i House of Worship in India. 

Recently, the club sponsored a con
ference on abortion, which included 
speakers from the university'S psychol
ogy and education departments. The 
conference drew nearly 1,000 students. 



Haiti 
One of four Baha'{s who went last No
vember to teach in the village of Anse
a-Macon, on the island of Cayemite 
off the coast of Haiti, meets the wife of 
a new believer and some of her neigh
bors. The Baha'is on the island are 
holding rjeepenings and children's 
classes for its 12,()()() residents who, it is 
believed, will all become Baha'{s. 

A Bahd'{ children's class in the vii/age 
of Anse-a-Macon, on the island of 
Cayemite, off the coast of Haiti. A 
team of four Baha'is traveled to the is
land last November to teach and, it was 
hoped, to enroll the island's /2,000 res
idents. 

Brazil 
Reports from the Southern Teaching 

Project in Alvorada, Brazil, say that in 
two days, February 13-14, 228 people 
were enrolled in the Faith. 

As of the end of February, more 
than 600 new believers had been en
rolled. 

Alvorada has had a Baha'i school 
for the past 15 years, so many of the 
new Baha'is are long-time friends of 
the Faith. As a result, the campaign is 
bringing in new believers who are al-

ready well-informed about the Faith. 
While enrollments continue and the 

campaign has been extended beyond its 
February closing date, deepenings have 
begun through visits to the new Baha'is 
and their families. 

The efforts of Auxiliary Board mem
ber Tuba Maani, four local Spiritual 
Assemblies, and pioneers and traveling 
teachers from three states in Brazil 
have contributed greatly to the success 
of the project. 

Cook Islands 
Pa Tepareu Ariki, Lady Davis, her

editary ruler and president of the 
House of Ariki and wife of the former 
prime minister of the Cook Islands, Sir 
Thomas Davis, died last February 2 in 
New Zealand. The 68-year-old Ariki, 
lovingly known to her people as .. Aun
tie Pa," was one of the Cook Islands' 
earliest Baha'is, having accepted the 
Faith more than 30 years ago. 

The Universal House of Justice ex
pressed its sorrow in a cable to her hus
band that called attention to "her out
standing services behalf her people" 
and advised that appropriate memorial 
gatherings be held throughout the 
Cook Islands and at the House of Wor
ship in Samoa. 

In 1985, Pa Ariki was elected to the 
first National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Cook Islands. She attended, as part 
of the Cook Islands contingent, the 
dedication of the House of Worship in 
Apia, Western Samoa. 

Also in 1985 she presented a copy of 
the peace statement to her husband, 
the prime minister, on behalf of the 
National Assembly of the Cook Is
lands. As a result, he and Lady Davis 
visited the Baha'i World Centre and 
met with the Universal House of Jus
tice. 

Bahi'i News/June 1990 17 



REJOICE ANNOUNCE COMPLETION RESTORATION NORTH WING OF HOUSE OF 'AB· 
DU'LLAK PASHA IN 'AKKA PERMITTING FIRST VISIT ADDITIONAL AREA THIS HOLY 
PLACE BY CURRENT GROUP PILGRIMS ON SEVENTEENTH JUNE. WING CONTAINS 
HALL IN WHICH 'ABDU'L·BAHA HELD FEASTS AND OTHER GATHERINGS AND ALSO 
ROOM OCCUPIED BY SHOGHI EFFENDI DURING BOYHOOD, BOTH ROOMS BEFIT· 
TINGLY FURNISHED BY AMATU'L·BAHA ROHfYYIH KHANUM. 
JOYFUL EVENT COINCIDED LETTING CONTRACT MAJOR WORKS EXTENSION MAIN 
TERRACE OF SHRINE OF THE BAB. THIS INITIAL STAGE CONSTRUCTION TERRACES, 
COSTING APPROXIMATELY 550,000 DOLLARS, DUE TO BE COMPLETED IN FOUR 
MONTHS. 

ISSN 0195-9212 USPS 040-140 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
JUNE 19, 1990 

Baha'i Year 147 No.711 

Seven Intrepid Baha'is go to Poland-to help build a Baha'i school . ..... . 1 
Another Baha'f recalls a visit 20 years ago to the House of the Bab . ...... 4 
And 82 Baha'fs return from 'Promise of Peace' tour to Soviet Union . ..... 8 
Overview of Baha'f International Community's work at United Nations . .. 10 
Around the world: News from Baha'i communities all over the globe . .. . 12 
Bahd 'r' News is published monthly by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the Unite~ States as a 11ev.s organ rervr:ing curren: a,
tivilles of the Baha'i world community. Manuscripts submilled should be typewrillen and double-,~.ced throughout; any foo:notes shouie a>-
pear at the end. The contributor should keep a carbon copy. Send materials to the Periodicals 0:-:1'", Baha', Sational Cen:.,. Wilmette. IL 
60091. C.S.A. Changes of address should be reponed to Management informal/on S"Slems, Baha': Sational Center. Please attach mailing la~ei 
Subscription rates within the C.S.: one year, $12: twO years, $20. Outside the C.S.: one year, $14; tv., years, 524. Foreign air mal:: one year, S:O; 
two vears, $40. Payment in L.S. dollars must accompany the order. Second class postage paid at W:.:;')ette, IL 60091. Copyright ; 1990, National 
Spmtual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United State'. ""'orld rights reserved. Printed in the C.S ..... 



Poland 

Building 'new Order,' brick by brick 

2 p.m. Saturday, April 7, 1990. 
The "Trabies"· are passing us. 
"Look at the Americans, mommy," 

the children cry, waving out their back 
windows at us. "Their cars are loaded 
down to the ground, and they're going 
so slow!" 

We are on the E40 Autobahn, head
ed east, between Karl Marx Stadt and 
Dresden, deep in East Germany. 

All last year I had tried to sell my 
Volkswagen LT28 van, after deciding 
that I didn't have the time or the in
clination to turn it into a motor home 
as I had planned. It should have been 
easy to sell, but it wasn't. The price 
was right, the machine sound (even 
though it was painted six or seven 
shades of yellow)-but no one even 
asked about it. Then I got word that a 
load of stuff was needed in Poland to 
help construct a Baha'i summer 
school-plumbing fixtures, tubing, 
supplies. I volunteered to take it. 

Plumbing fixtures, tubing, supplies. 
At the border with the Deutsches 
Demokratisches Republik, talking to 
the Grenz polizei beamter (customs of-

• Trabants: East German autobahn ma
chines-smail, plastic-bodied cars 
often seen creeping along in the slow 
lane on West German autobahns, 
where there is usually no speed limit. 

This diary of a trip to Poland last 
April 7-12 carrying supplies to help 
build a Bahen summer school at Haj
dany was written by James S. Smith, a 
pioneer to West Germany. The trip was 
made under the auspices of the Euro
pean Teaching Committee of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Germany. 
Besides Mr. Smith, those transporting 
the supplies were his wife, Betty, and 
Danis Ashberger from Germany, and 
Larry and Monireh Creitz; their daugh
ter, Suzi; and Harold South, all pio
neers from Luxembourg. 

ficer): "Let's see, I've got three toi
lets-no, four, counting the porta
potty; 11 windows, a blackboard, blan
kets .... ," all in my fractured Ger
man. He waves us through. 

One van becomes two as my brother
in-law, Larry Creitz from Luxem
bourg, joins in. He is carrying more 
tubing, fittings, a ditto machine and an 
overhead projector from the last Ice 
Age. People, too. Harold (South) came 
to look for places he and his wife could 
live on their Social Security-you can 
live quite well in the East if you have 
hard currency. Danis (Ash berger) came 
to work on installing the toilets, tubing 
and fittings. Suzi came to do whatever 
needed doing; Monireh came to cook; 
Betty and I came along to do the 
plumbing, cooking, cleaning, driving, 
or whatever. 

Heading east on the E4O' Joints in 
the cement slabs thump the tires regu
larly, sharply, shifting the load for
ward and then back. That's when the 
road is smooth enough to feel the 
joints-not at all very often. Miles 
(kilometers-more kilometers) of cob
blestone autobahn, speed limit 40km 
(24 mph). Even at that speed we are 
jolted. Larry gets a speeding ticket. He 
is following us, but the policeman 
probably thinks someone with Luxem
bourg license plates will be able to talk 
to him. He's right. We learn about his 
son, his daughter, get their address so 
Suzi can write. We depart laughing. 

Last night we worked until 1 :30 a.m. 
Loading. Deciding. Refiguring. The 
copper tubes for the water supply had 
arrived at 10 p.m., and they were too 
long to fit in either van. At 11 :30 p.m. 
we came to the conclusion that the rack 
we were trying to make fit on top of 
Larry's van wasn't strong enough to 
carry 80 kilos (160-plus pounds) of 
whippy copper. Everything went into 
the garage with the door closed for a 
"hacksaw party" (German quiet hours 

are in effect at from 11 :30, even on a 
Friday night). By 1 :30 a.m. everything 
was loaded (except for our luggage) 
and we fell into bed for three and a half 
hours of sleep. Larry insisted we had to 
be on the road by 6 a.m. 

4:30 p.m. Saturday, April 7: We 
have arrived at Garlitz, on the East 
German/Polish border. A traffic cop 
waves us toward the end of a line of 
cars waiting to cross. The line stretches 
out of sight. We begin following it 
back. After several false turns we find 
the end-l ,500 or 2,000 cars back Ilnd 
four kilometers from the border. The 
line is moving, though. Every 15-20 
minutes someone fires up and we move 
forward 100-200 meters. Behind us, the 
line stretches to at least seven kilo
meters. Thank heaven Larry insisted 
that we leave early-the folks behind 
us must have left Germany around 7 or 
8 a.m. 

Some of the cars ahead of us and be
hind us don't fire up. The people have 
been playing their stereos, headlights 
burning, forgotten. Or they have 
flooded their carburetors. Everyone 
gets out to push. We're all in this to
gether. East German families along the 
route have set up Imbiss (snack) stands 
along the route, capitalizing on the 
capitalists. A table, a few bottles, a 
coffee pot, and a bucket of soapy 
water to wash the cups. Carbonated 
orange juice is excellent. Coffee, not 
bad. We move on. 

10:15 p.m.: We arrive at the border. 
Harold has misplaced his little visa ap
plication that was in his passport. We 
are all praying. We've heard about bu
reaucracy in the East Bloc ("Your 
paperssss are not in orrrderrr! You vill 
come mit me, plissss!") Harold is in 
Larry's van. Larry gets out to talk to 
the man at the passport window. The 
man nods, picks up another visa form, 
fills it out correctly, gives it to Larry to 
give to Harold, and waves them 

Sahj'i News/July 1890 1 



through. Weare next. 
The man at the Polish end of the cus

toms office is surprised when I say 
"Djinguye!" (Polish for "thank 
you"-my only word of Polish). He 
comments at length, smiling, and 
waves us through. Now for the cus
toms office. 

"What's all this?" 
"Well, I've got toilets and sinks and 

plumbing for a Baha'i school we're 
building near Olesnica .... " He nods 
and waves us through. It has been a 
long day for him, too. 

10:45 p.m.: We are rolling through 
the Polish night. Hitchhikers stand in 
the middle of the road, wearing black, 
trying to flag us down or commit sui
cide; it's not entirely clear which. After 
the third incident, we decide that it's 
probably both. Larry is leading. He 
has slowed down to 80 kph, then to 
70-60 in the towns. Even in the dark 
it's easy to see that this was once a 
prosperous area. The houses are large, 
ornate, solid. They are also in an ad
vanced state of disrepair. Memories of 
the war are still fresh in many walls. 

We pass closed gas stations with peo
ple lined up in the darkened driveways, 
sleeping in their cars, waiting for mor
ning. We have enough fuel to make it 
to Hajdany (high-dlihn-eh), the farm 
near Olesnica where the school will be 
built. Driving so slowly uses less gas. 
We pass another station-it looks like 
the rest, but there is a red light glowing 
on one of the pumps-someone is get
ting gas! We pull in. He really is open, 
and he takes West German marks. We 
tank up on 14 Deutschemarks. Gas 
seems rather cheap. 
Mid~ght: Pride and stubbornness 

give way to common sense. Betty takes 
over the driving, and 1 crawl into the 
back of the van. As I bounce around 
on the back seat, I am not really asleep, 
but not really awake either. Just the 
way I was while I was driving, only 
now the Polish citizens, scenery and 
property are not in as much danger. 

2 a.m. Sunday, April 8. 
The van bounces hard enough to 

send all 220 pounds of me a foot in the 
air. We are on a dirt road, crawling 
through thick forest. One kilometer. 
Two. A single gate, open, appears in 
the headlights. My mind supplies the 
location: Lantern Wastes in the Chron
icles of Narnia. Across wide, open 
fields a dim light glows. We bump 
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The old farm house at Hajdany Farm, 
near Olesnica, Poland, that is being 

across the fields. Rough brick build
ings loom in the darkness as a chorus 
of dogs breaks into song. We have ar
rived at Hajdany. Farhad Monadjem, 
our host, is there to welcome us, stock
ing cap and bristling beard over bath
robe, standing in the cold, beaming 
brighter than our headlights. Everyone 
adjourns to the kitchen. There are 
stories to tell and cups of tea to drink. 1 
dig out my air mattress and talk to it 
while slowly inflating it. Now, it's time 
to really sleep. The ceramic stove in the 
corner clinks a bit when a piece of coal 
falls, but I don't hear it more than 
once. It's warm, and I'm out of it. 

Sunday. Monday. 
The people keep arriving. From Eng

land. From Warsaw. More from Ger
many. 

"I am Swabo (Tsvahbo). I speak one 
month English." (He has been study
ing English for one month; already, he 
speaks it better than I did German after 
my first two years in Germany.) 

"I am Hanno." "I am Torle." "I 
am Karsten." "I am Helen." "I am 
Hugh." "I am Terry." Sunday is a 
blur because my brain isn't ready to 
function so quickly after the long trip. 
We drive Farhad's son, Anise, into 
Wroctaw (Vrotswahv, once known as 
Breslau). He has to return to his apart
ment to study for an exam. First, he 
takes us shopping downtown. The 
stores are closing, but we buy some 
candy. Prices look horrible-200,OOO 
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renovated for use as a Baha'i summer 
school. 

zloty for a dres~, for instance. We get 
out the calculator. Let's see, 9,500 zlo
ty to the dollar-the dress is $21 U.S. 
Cheap, no? Except Swabo has told us 
that his mother, a telephone operator, 
earns 200,000 zloty a month. Every
thing is relative. Anise says the quality 
isn't very good. Under the layers of 
soot and dirt, the older buildings are 
lovely. The over-all effect, though, is 
somewhat depressing. But the people 
are nice. 

Focus in. Monday, 9:45 a.m.: 1 am 
loading broken brick onto a flat-bed 
trailer, ready to haul it out of the way 
so that the ground can be filled in, im
proving drainage. The trailer isn't very 
strong, so 1 call Helge over with the 
tractor to pull it to the dump site. We 
have been working for two hours al
ready, and we're tired. 1 hold the 
tongue of the trailer to line it up with 
the tractor. Helge backs up. 

1 am suddenly reminded of Gene 
Wilder in the movie Young Franken
stein. He is jammed between a revolv
ing bookcase and the entrance to a hid
den passage. "Put-the-candle-back-in
the-socket!" he screams. My hand is 
jammed between the tractor hitch and 
trailer ring. "Pull-the-tractor -forward
now-PLEASE!" Helge looks back, 
pulls forward. My hand does not feel 
good inside the glove. I pull the glove 
off, and wish I hadn't. There is a large 
hole in the top of the web of my hand 
between the thumb and fingers, an-
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other ragged one on the other side. 
Lots of red. It doesn't hurt so much as 
feel-mashed. I wiggle my thumb. 
Everything works, but I'm dripping on 
the landscape. I clamp my other hand 
over the mess to slow down the drip 
and head for the house. Suzi comes 
along to take care of first aid. I keep 
checking myself for signs of shock. 
faintness-all I feel is stupid. I have 
worked with farm equipment before. I 
know better. 

Swabo and Helge go with Betty and 
me to the clinic in Olesnica. Swabo's 
English is put to the test, as no one 
speaks anything but Polish. I don't 
recommend getting hurt in Poland. 
The doctor is kind. concerned, quick. 
Thank heaven for the quick, for she 
has no local anesthetic. There is no 
medicine at the hospital. In two min
utes, she cleans and staples my hand 
together. Thirty seconds later I am on 
my way across town to the pharmacy 
to buy antibiotics to take back to the 
hospital for injection. They use a new. 
clean, disposable needle to inject test 
doses to make sure that I am not aller
gic, and then the main dose. 

11 o'clock: I am back at the farm 
with a mummified thumb and not a lot 
of pain. Like I said. mostly stupid. 
More people arrive. Rudi. Ashad. Eric. 
From Germany. Denmark, Iceland. I 
help unload the trailer I had started 
with. Suzi and Danis stack the whole 
and broken bricks in two piles behind 
the brick outhouse. We work for an 
hour. Two. I'm ready for tea. 

Instead, I get lunch. Monireh has 

The 'kitchen crew' at Hajdany, the 
Polish farm house that is soon to be a 
Bahd,( summer school (left to right) 
Anna Monadjem (the hostess and 

made Persian rice and Chela Kebab. 
~tonireh says the meat is rabbit. and 
not to tell Suzi. Suzi is suspicious, and 
won't eat it. Later. we learn that the 
Polish word Monireh has used is "ro
dent." and not necessarily rabbit. 
\Vhatever it is, it is delicious. 

7 p.m.: Supper is in shifts now, 10 at 
a time. More people have arrived. The 
kitchen is tiny. I hurt now, but not my 
thumb. Where they gave me the shots. 

9 p.m.: We gather for prayers. There 
are too many people for the kitchen, 
but no one minds. Everyone is happy. 

Tuesday. Wednesday. 
The work goes on. They are digging 

a trench under one of the walls to take 
the sewer lines to the septic tank, and 
have come to a meter-diameter boulder. 
Everyone says that they'll have to fill in 
the trench and move to one side. Helen 
won't hear of it. She is down in the 
trench, her long black hair in her face. 
working the power chisel. Slowly she 
disappears under the wall. At 8 p.m., 
after supper, the remains of the stone 
come out. 

Herr Rupert is German. He is not a 
Baha'i, but is a friend to the Baha'is. 
He has volunteered to do the plastering 
and mortar work, crossing the GDR 
and Poland alone on the train. He 
doesn't speak any English; Helen 
speaks no German. They form a team 
to do the walls on the dining room. Old 
bricks, weathered beams, wiring dis
appear beneath a smooth grey face. 

In the kitchen, Persians and Poles, 
Americans and Germans struggle with 
the coal stove and the one tiny sink. 

owner of the house), Monireh Creitz 
(Luxembourg), Torle Klapp (West 
Germany) and Betty Smith (West Ger
many). 

Breakfast, lunch, dinner, and morning 
and afternoon tea breaks. Outside, 
4,000 goslings march and counter
march across the meadows, systemat
ically turning them into deserts. One of 
the dobermans has a puppy. We are 
cooks and computer technicians, teach
ers and housewives, farmers and flyers. 
At night, around the bonfire in the 
yard, Ashad plays the flute and Swabo 
the jazz harmonica. Hanno keeps the 
rhythm with two sticks from the fire. 
Everyone sings. As I am falling asleep, 
I hear birds in the back of the house. A 
dog has knocked the door off the room 
where the baby chickens are kept, and 
they have fled in terror. Anna and I 
walk through the wet grass with flash
lights, finding the crouching birds and 
tucking them into our arms, calming 
them. There are 80 in all, and all must 
be found. The roosters are white, and 
easy to spot. The hens are red, and 
blend into the dark. It takes an hour, 
but we find them. Meanwhile, people 
are still singing around the fire. 

8: 15 a.m. Thursday, April 12. 
The yellow van is loaded with our 

luggage. Monireh and Betty, Danis and 
I must leave. None of us wants to go. 
Some of the people have already been 
working on the school building for two 
hours. Suzi is finishing her architec
tural sketch of the new kitchen. Yes
terday she was filling in a hole with wet 
cement, her face blackened like a coal 
miner's from her work upstairs, pull
ing beams clear from a rotted ceiling. 
Tarle is taking over the kitchen. Maren 
and lurgen have adjusted the saws and 
have begun making the windows. 
Maren is the carpenter-her father, an 
IBM executive. is her assistant. 

We don't want to go, but we do. 
Down the rutted track through the for
est. where we have seen the tiny roe 
deer. Along the highway toward Oles
nica. where every day we have seen the 
Polish Air Force biplane circling in its 
training flights. Past the turnoff to the 
clinic where the patient patients sit 
waiting for-we couldn't figure out 
what they were waiting for. Away from 
Hajdany. away from our friends, back 
to Germany and work and our "nor
mal" lives. The world had changed for 
us. though. And given the teachings of 
Baha'u'lhlh, we have changed the 
world a little bit for everyone else, as 
well. Gin dobry (good day).-James S. 
Smith 
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Iran 

A visit to the House of the Bab 

In the many years since becoming 
Baha'is my wife and 1 had often won
dered what it would be like to visit the 
land of its origin. In 1970 our oppor
tunity arrived; the in-laws came to 
visit and offered to look after the four 
young children, and also the farm. As 
it happened, the farm work was in a 
resting time, but how could we make 
the necessary arrangements in so short 
a time before the in-laws departed? 

After a host of phone calls we man
aged to book flights that would give us 
three weeks away. No sooner had we 
booked than another Baha'i suggested 
an improvement: "Why not ask the 
Universal House of Justice if you 
could, on the return trip, spend three 
days in the Holy Land visiting the 
Shrines?" We wrote and received a 
welcome, but now another friend said: 
"Why not go to Constantinople first, 
and then to Edirne, to visit the House 
of Baha'u'lh~h before going to Iran?" 

More phone calls, and that was 
squeezed into the schedule! We were 
amazed that it should have fallen into 
place so easily. It was obviously the 
Will of God, but also useful, 1 thought, 
to have a wife who was once an airline 
hostess and knew a lot of the ropes. 

The story of our visit to Constan
tinople and Edirne must wait for an
other time, as the reader is no doubt as 
eager to get to the House of the Bab as 
we were. So, to continue: as our plane 
landed at Tehran airport we found our
selves in quite another world; we tried 
to realize how this miracle had come 
about. Some Baha'i friends had been 
alerted to watch for us, and soon we lo
cated their waving arms. They took us 
to a waiting limousine which we later 

This article, "Tracing the Footsteps of 
the Bdb, " was written for Baha'i News 
by Ted Cardell, a long-time Baha'i' 
who has since left the farm in England 
and now lives in Red Bluff, California. 
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During the Journey we were 
mindful that the blessed Bab had 
traversed this same road on 
horseback more than a hundred 
years ago under much different 
conditions. It had taken Him 
many days, not 10 hours or so 
sitting in a comfortable bus. 

found belonged to a general of the ar· 
my, and were whisked away into the 
traffic. And that was our first exper
ience of the traffic in Iran in 1970. 
There seemed to be only one law: "Do 
what you can while you can." Ordi· 
nary policemen did not have the au
thority to ticket cars, and the drivers 
took all the liberties they could. 

To get back to the story: we were 
taken to a hotel and then to the Na
tional Baha'i Office to ask for permis· 
sion to visit as many of the places of 
early Baha'i history as our short stay 
would permit. We were greeted by the 
national secretary, who asked which 
places we wanted to visit. I held out my 
copy of The Dawn-breakers, which we 
had been reading on the plane, and 
said, "All of these." For a moment he 
was at a loss for words, both because 
of the impossibility of visiting all those 
places in three weeks and because, ow
ing to the danger to the Holy Places 
themselves from visits, the Universal 
House of Justice had instructed the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Iran to 
limit severely all such visits. Already, 
these places had been put off limits to 
Baha'is living in Iran, and the National 
Assembly wanted to restrict consider
ably tours by visiting Baha'is. 

He said the committee responsible 
would have to guide us. Could we 
come back in two days? He then intro
duced us to Atto, another visiting pil
grim from America, who spoke good 

l~anian and was looking for compan
ions with whom to share the pilgrim
age. This was evidently another in
tervention of Providence. How could 
we have possibly found our way 
around Iran without an interpreter? 

We spent the next two days investi
gating the modern city center, but 
often came upon unusual sights. Im
agine, for instance, a mother and three 
teen-age daughters shopping in a store, 
she wearing the ancient traditional 
dress with veil over the lower half of 
her face, the daughters all in modern 
western clothing with no veils. To us, 
this showed clearly that the ancient and 
modern cultures existed in Iran side by 
side. In fact, as we found out later, the 
Shah was encouraging western ideas 
while the Mullas were trying to retain 
the ancient Muslim ways. At that time 
the Shah was winning easily, but as we 
now know, he later lost the throne and 
the Ayatollah Khomeini led the coun
try back to Islamic fundamentalism. 

When we returned to the National 
Office, the secretary suggested that we 
Slart by visiting the House of the Bab 
in Shiraz, 600 miles to the south. He 
must have felt this would keep us busy 
much of our allotted time. Of course, 
we accepted gladly; it was a most log
ical place to start our pilgrimage. 

Soon we were aboard a long-distance 
bus for the first leg of our journey, to 
Isfahan, 300 miles away. As we wound 
our way through the massed rows of 
traffic in the city, Atto told us of a re
cent American visitor who had brought 
his own car and in seven days had six 
accidents. Feeling that he had too 
much to learn about driving in Tehran, 
the man took a taxi which immediately 
shot off at high speed into the chaos. 
The driver went through no less than 
three red lights, but coming to a green 
light, he stopped. When his passenger 
asked why he had stopped at a green 
light, the taxi driver replied that cer-
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tainly some crazy fool would be com
ing through from the other direction! 

Looking around at the occupants of 
the bus we saw people of every class 
and occupation, all talking animatedly 
in Iranian. At the back of the bus sat 
an attendant with large jugs of water 
and two glasses to refresh any passen
ger who called on him. Everyone used 
the same glasses with a bare rinse. 
Since there had been a warning on the 
radio about a cholera epidemic, we de
cided to contain our thirst until we 
reached a rest stop. 

Soon we were speeding over rough 
tarmac into the countryside. On our 
map we saw that the road skirted an 
enormous desert that stretched over 
most of the center of Iran. Atto re
called that Iran, the old Persia, had for 
several thousand years been the site of 
great battles between competing ty
rants. It was the custom of whoever 
won those battles to burn and destroy 
the whole countryside. Thus this desert 
had all been beautiful country at one 
time. 

We covered many featureless miles 
and passed through a few hamlets un
til, five hours later, the bus drew up at 
an eating place. We wondered whether 
it was safe for tourists to go in, and if 
the food was clean. Atto assured us 
that it was and we entered a barren 
room, full of crude tables and chairs 
where true peasants sat smoking their 
hubble-bubble pipes while watching 
television. We found some soft drinks; 
the food was simple but adequate, and 
we reboarded the bus refreshed. The 
next few hours of bumpy, dusty travel 
brought only one real change in the 
scenery. We came to a place where an 
underground river surfaced, and the 
people were drawing pure water from 
it. Our bus stopped while we filled our 
containers. 

During the journey we were mindful 
that the blessed Bab had traversed this 
same road on horseback more than a 
hundred years ago under much differ
ent conditions. It had taken Him many 
days, not 10 hours or so sitting in a 
comfortable bus. By evening we came 
to the lovely and famous city of Isfa
han, the mid-point of our journey. To 
say that it is a treasure-house of en
trancing architecture only partly de
scribes this jewel of a city. Everywhere 
there was evidence of thoughtfully 
created beauty, in the buildings, the 

The upper room of the House of the Bdb in Sh{rdz as it appeared in 1970 

streets and the people. It was a sudden 
and dramatic change from the bleak 
countryside. We stayed at a hotel that 
was more like an art museum. 

The next morning some local Baha'is 
came and took us to the house of the 
Beloved of Martyrs and the King of 
Martyrs. When they were killed by a 
mob, all the contents of the house had 
been ransacked and confiscated, and 
the families were destitute. A maid, 
however, found a few coins in the 
wreckage and brought them to the 
wife. With great disdain she had 
thrown them to the mob, saying, 
"What God has taken, I will not take 
back!" 

The present custodians of the house 
told us the story, and reminded us that 
when the Bab, on His journey north, 
had visited this home, those two mar
tyrs were then only about 10 and 12 
years old. They were helping to serve 
the visitors, and became so uplifted by 
the words of the Bab that they asked 
him for martyrdom. The Bab accepted. 
It was years later, when they were 
grown and had devoted their lives to 
the Cause of Baha'u'llah, that they at
tained martyrdom. 

Our guides next took us to see their 
extensive archives building which had 
somehow survived the years of perse
cution. Many historic Baha'i relics 
were on display, but perhaps the most 
breathtaking were two full front pages 

of an ancient Russian newspaper, yel
lowed with age but still clearly depict
ing dramatic and earth-shaking events. 
The first was a drawing of the execu
tion of the Bab, showing the firing 
squad, the smoke from their guns, and 
the two victims fixed to the wall in 
Tabriz. The other was a life-like draw
ing of God's most great Manifestation, 
Baha'u'llah, on a white horse, entering 
Bahji with His servants and family. 
The detail was so clear that we could 
see the expression on Baha'u'llah's 
face as He looked with power and au
thority toward the artist. So real was 
the drawing that we gazed at it in awe 
for some time. 

The next morning we boarded an
other bus and set off, only to come to a 
halt at the city's boundary. The driver 
parked the bus and disappeared for an 
hour. We were then told that by law a 
driver is not allowed to drive for more 
than eight hours. The driver had driven 
all night to arrive at Isfahan, and had 
to be replaced. Two or three hours 
later another driver arrived, and we 
continued our journey. 

There was little of significance dur
ing the next day's journey, but as dusk 
began to fall on that desolate landscape 
we saw in the distance that our road 
wound across a valley and entered a 
giant stone gate. As we approached it, 
we saw that it was covered in Arabic 
lettering. "Look, Ted and Alicia," 
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said Atto, "the Koran Gate." We pass
ed through and entered Shiniz, the 
birthplace of the Bab. 

We found a hotel, got a hot bath and 
a good night's sleep. Next morning we 
phoned a local Baha'i whose name the 
national secretary had given us, and he 
came to guide us around the city and to 
the House of the Bab. We went first to 
see the beautiful and impressive shrine 
to the famous poet, Saadi. While walk
ing around the ornamental pools and 
into the cool shrine, we were told of 
Saadi's prophesying the arrival of the 
Bab. Next we saw the equally beautiful 
monument to Haafiz, another poet 
who had prophesied this great Day. 
Our guide then had to return to his 
business, and before leaving suggested 
that the following day we might like to 
visit the ancient ruins of Persepolis, 
about 50 miles to the north. We wan
dered for a while in the street, and sud
denly were hailed by joyfully by a 
young man whom we recognized as one 
of the Persian Baha'is living in Eng
land who had visited our farm the year 
before. His name was Baghram. 
"What on earth are you doing here?" 
we said in astonishment. "I live here," 
he replied. "This is my home town 
which I have come to visit." We told 
him of our own visit, and shared many 
memories together. 

Early the next morning we took a 
taxi to the ruins of Persepolis, the an
cient seat of King Darius. The road 
from Shiraz was through a more culti
vated area of Iran, and various crops 
could be seen on all sides. Once more 
we were struck by the strange contrasts 
in this land. We saw a farmer harvest
ing wheat as had been done in Biblical 
times, spreading sheaves on the ground 
and driving oxen over them to trample 
out the grain; another man was throw
ing the grain and chaff up in the wind 
to separate them. Arriving at Persepo
lis we wandered silently among the 
ruins. After the reign of Darius his 
kingdom had been conquered and the 
city and palace destroyed. Only a few 
giant stone pillars and some carved 
statues remained. All was kept in excel
lent condition for the tourists. Later we 
retired to a lovely tea house and in the 
cool of the evening sat eating a large 
watermelon before returning to Shiraz. 

The next morning our guide took us 
first to the gate in the southern part of 
the city where on that historic day, 
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May 22, 1844, the Bab greeted Mulla 
Husayn. The gate had since been de
molished, but we were shown two large 
trees at the entrance to a market where 
it had stood. I got out of the taxi and 
set up my tripod and large camera, de
termined to do this in a professional 
way, only to have a heavy hand take 
me by the shoulder. Looking up, I 
found myself confronted by a police
man giving a stern lecture in Iranian. I 

We advanced into the courtyard 
and looked around. To the left 
was the well from which must 
have been drawn the water that 
was brought to wash the feet of 
Mulla Husayn. Looking up, we 
gazed upon a large, ornate win
dow on the next floor. 

had visions of us languishing in a for
eign jail, but Atto turned up and trans
lated: "He says this is forbidden be
cause these people are very backward 
and hate all foreigners. You are likely 
to cause a riot." Hastily packing up, 
we departed without a photograph, but 
vowing to return the next morning and 
shoot through the taxi window. Those 
pictures, by the way, turned out well. 

Next came our visit to the House of 
the Bab. Again, our guide impressed 
on us the importance of protecting the 
House. He explained that once before 
a mob had ransacked the House and 
smashed the precious windows. Fortu
nately, the Baha'is had anticipated the 
attack and replaced the original win
dows with duplicates before it hap
pened. 

Iranian clothes were loaned to my 
wife, complete with a "yashmack" 
(veil) to cover the lower part of her 
face. My European clothes were com
mon to the Iranians and required no 
disguise. How great had been the need 
for such precautions we can now ap
preciate some 20 years later; now there 
is no trace of this sacred House. The 
mobs and the government have razed it 
to the ground. But to return to our 
visit: 

We proceeded on foot, along various 
pathways between the houses, but as 
we passed a small boy seated in a door
way, he looked up with a smile and 
greeted us in English: "Hallo!" So 

much for our disguise! We had no al
ternative but to pass on with a chuckle. 
Soon we came to a heavy wooden door 
on which our guide knocked. It was 
opened, and we passed into a small 
garden. Here we were led to the open
ing of an underground tunnel which 
connected with the garden next door. I 
remember nothing of the garden, for as 
we emerged from the tunnel we faced 
a tall brick wall with an archway 
through which we could see into the 
courtyard of the Bab's House. In the 
center was a small, clear pool of water, 
and beside it an orange tree, a descen
dant of one the Bab had planted more 
than a hundred years ago. 

\\'e advanced into the courtyard and 
looked around. To the left was the well 
from which must have been drawn the 
water that was brought to wash the feet 
of \1ulla Husayn. Looking up, we gaz
ed upon a large, ornate window on the 
next floor. It had five vertical sections 
featuring designs in colored glass. To 
our right was the main entrance from 
the street. Through this door the Bab 
had led Mulla Husayn with the words, 
"Enter in peace secure." But now it 
was permanently secured and never 
used. Near the door was the foot of a 
red carpeted stairway leading to that 
upper room. Reverently, we ascended 
the stairs and found ourselves on a 
small landing with an open doorway to 
our left. We stood looking through the 
door over a high step which also func
tioned as a threshold for prayer. As we 
knelt at the threshold we gazed upon a 
scene we will long remember. 

Rich Persian carpets covered the 
floor; in the far corner, next to the 
large ~indow, stood an old-fashioned 
oil lamp; perhaps the spot where the 
blessed Bab had been seated when He 
spoke with Mulla Husayn. (Let the 
reader pause here and take up his copy 
of The Dawn-breakers. On page 65 are 
photographs of the main street en
trance and also the stairs up which we 
had climbed; on page 59 are three 
views of the room at the top of the 
stairs.) 
. As we gazed across to that corner by 
the window, the words from The 
Dawn-breakers came to our minds: 
"Now is the time to reveal the Surih of 
Joseph." We seemed to hear Mulla 
Husayn describe his state of mind: "I 
sat spellbound by His utterance, obliv
ious of time and those who awaited 



me." And again: "The entire chamber 
seemed to have been vitalized by that 
celestial potency which emanated from 
His inspired utterance. Everything in 
that room seemed to be vibrating with 
this testimony: 'Verily, verily. the 
dawn of a new Day has broken. The 
Promised One is enthroned in the 
hearts of men .... ' " 

All the colors in that room were har
monious. They seemed to speak to us 
of an ineffable glory. The lower panels 
on each wall were light green with 
white trim. Above were several alcoves 
along each wall, recessed about six 
inches into the walls. Patterns in 
brown, picked out in white, covered 
these alcoves and everything up to the 
ceiling. The morning sun streamed in 

- through the delicate window panes, 
causing patterns of colored light to fall 
on walls and carpet. The ceiling was a 
delightful sight with a continuous pat
tern of crosses inside circles, light 
brown on a cream-colored background. 

Across the room we saw another pair 
of double doors, leading perhaps to 
other parts of the House. We knelt at 
the raised step at our own doorwav and 
prayed, each in his own way. After 
some time we arose and took photo
graphs. I did not have a wide-angle 
lens, so took 13 overlapping pictures to 
cover the entire room. Later. these 
were put together to make a breath
taking view of that sacred spot. 

Downstairs, we moved from room to 
room trying to visualize its occupants 
going about their daily tasks. Finally 
we went into the courtyard and gather
ed a few of the oranges that had fallen. 
These we treasure today in our small 
family archives. Atto then called us in
to the small garden by which we had 
entered, and there tea was served by an 
elderly woman dressed in clothes of a 
century ago. She was one of the .:usto
dians. Atto talked with her for a while 
in Persian; suddenly he burst into de
lighted laughter. We pressed him to ex
plain, and here is his account: "You 
see this old lady, dressed in the fashion 
of the old days? Recently, on a Holy 
Day, she was passing along the street 
nearby when a teen-aged youth from 
next door spat on her as she passed by. 
With one sweep of the back of her 
hand, she knocked him to the ground. 
A man, seeing this, shouted, 'Hey, old 
woman, why did you do that?' 'He 
spat on me!' she replied. 'So he should; 

you are a Babl,' he said. She drew her
self up, looked him in the eye with a 
power that belied her age, and force
fully replied, 'I am ready; you do it 
too!' The man retreated, abashed at 
such faith." 

As we retraced our steps to the main 
~treets, o~r hearts and minds were try
mg to adjust to these inspiring sights 
and events. But there was more to 
come. We were taken next to the Mas
jid-i-Vakil mosque to see the pulpit 
from which the Bab had addressed the 
congregation. 

We read how the Shah summoned 
the Bab to Tehran for a full investiga
tion, but after the Bab had left Isfa
han, the chief Vazir had persuaded the 
Shah that it might be dangerous for 
him to meet the Bab, Who seemed to 
have a magic power to change people. 
The Shah had then ordered the Bab to 
turn away from Tehran and proceed to 
the prison of Mah-kti to await his 
pleasure. On the way, the Bab had 
spent some time in Tabriz, being im
prisoned in the fort named "The Cita
del." It seems that we were now des
tined to follow the same route, for the 
next day we flew back to Tehran and 
once again consulted with the national 
secretary, who suggested that we go to 
Tabriz. 

We spent the night in a hotel in Teh
ran and were amazed to see on the 
hotel register the names of the Hand of 
the Cause of God William Sears and 
his wife, Marguerite. From our room, 
we rang them and pretended to be 
phoning from England, but when we 
disclosed that we were in the same 
hotel they invited us over and we were 
able to have a long talk with them 
about their own travels in Iran, under
taken at the request of the Universal 
House of Justice. They had just re
turned from Mah-kti, where we were 
hoping to go, but since they had been 
surrounded by a mob and forced to 
leave town, they advised us not to go 
there. However, they felt it would be in 
order to go to Tabriz. That afternoon 
we attended a large Baha', meeting for 
women in Tehran; the speaker was Mr. 
Sears. 

The next morning we flew to Tabriz. 
Looking at a map, we saw that our 
plane would pass over Zanjan, where 
many Bab,s had been besieged in a fort 
and later martyred. We followed our 
flight on the map and found ourselves 

above Zanjan at a great height, but un
able to see it because it was directly 
beneath us. Soon, however, the plane 
varied its course and we were able to 
photograph the city. 

In Tabriz we found a lively Baha', 
c.ommunity and attended a large fire
side. As we left, the friends pointed out 
some men nearby who, they said, al
ways waited outside Baha'i meetings to 
persuade inquirers it was wicked to go 
there. At the time, we were amused. 
Little did we know that in a few short 
years, massive persecution would rear 
its ugly head again and cost many lives. 

Later, the friends took us to the Cit
adel, a massive ruin of a fort. The win
dow of the room in which the Bab had 
been incarcerated was still visible at the 
top right-hand side of the building. I 
found a way to climb up to that room, 
which looked out over the city. One of 
my companions pointed out a large 
white building in the middle of the city, 
about a mile away. This was the site of 
the Bab's martyrdom after He had 
spent some time imprisoned in Mah-kti 
and Chihriq and after His trial before 
the leading Mullahs. We remembered 
that incredible scene when the Bab had 
faced His accusers and announced, "I 
am, I am, I am the Promised One!" 

That evening we were entertained by 
a young Baha'i family with two lovely 
children. The mother was English and 
the father an Iranian doctor. We cher
ish the photo we took of that event, for 
he was martyred a few years later. 

We flew back to Tehran and then 
took another flight out of the country. 
We had to take a circular route to 
avoid flying over Syria; this meant fly
ing once more over Tabriz, Mah-kti 
and then Mt. Ararat in Turkey, where 
it is said Noah's Ark came to rest after 
the Flood. We meditated on that great 
catastrophe that had descended upon 
the world because of its wickedness 
and for rejecting the Prophet of God. 
What, we wondered, would be the fate 
of this generation before it would with 
one voice acclaim God's Promised 
One? Our plane landed in the Holy 
Land and we were able to visit the 
Shrines of Baha'u'llah and the Bab and 
to pray that mankind would soon open 
its spiritual eye to the long-awaited ar
rival of the Kingdom of God on earth. 
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Soviet Union 

'The Promise of World Peace' tour 

This article, "The Promise of World 
Peace Tour," is reprinted from the 
April 1990 issue of Light of the Pacific, 
the newsletter of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the Hawai
ian Islands. 

• 
They came together from eight na

tions and found the idea of world 
peace very much alive in the Soviet 
Union. The 62 members of "The 
Promise of World Peace Tour" were 
overwhelmed with the response when 
they traveled to Russia in November 
and December oflast year. "It was un
believable," said Robert Palmer of 
Maui, one of the tour coordinators. 
"Our youth learned firsthand that the 
people of the world's other superpower 
are as anxious for cooperation among 
our nations as we are." 

Baha'is from eight international 
communities-Australia, New Zea
land, the Mariana Islands, Samoa, Ca
nada, the U.S., Germany and Israel
joined the 24 Hawaiian Baha'is on the 
12-day tour. The Promise of W orId 
Peace Tour was hosted by Youth Am
bassadors International of Washington 
state and by the Foundation for Social 
Innovations (FSI) in Moscow. Their 
shared mission of bridging two cultures 
through youth and teacher exchanges 
has resulted in past youth summer 
camps in both countries and in public 
support by Raisa Gorbachev, wife of 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

The Baha'i group of 42 youth and 20 
adults was invited to the Soviet Union 
after helping Youth Ambassadors In
ternational host 14 Soviet youth at a 
summer camp on Maui two years ago. 
It was there that Y AI and FSI became 
aware of "The Promise of World 
Peace, " a letter addressed to the 
peoples of the world by the Universal 
House of Justice. Finding it a docu
ment supportive of their mission, Y AI 
and FSI felt it should be shared with 
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One youth . . . summed up the 
experience by saying, 'It's easy 
to talk about world peace and 
being a world citizen when 
you're in Hawall. But It's hard 
when you're in a situation and 
don't know the language and 
have to . . . communicate.' 

Soviet youth. And indeed, it was this 
message of inevitable world peace and 
a plan for global cooperation that drew 
such overwhelming response from the 
people the group met. 

Visits coordinated by the FSI in the 
cities of Moscow and Kazan included 
schools, factories, a home for children 
of dysfunctional families, an artists' 
center and a university, many of which 
had never hosted foreigners before. 
They also arranged a five-hour youth 
congress at Moscow's Ministry of Pro
paganda at the Kremlin where more 
than 200 western and Soviet students 
publicly discussed their concepts of 
world peace. Educators heading pri
vate and school groups devoted to 
peace and international friendship at
tending this same congress interacted 
with the visiting adults. According to 
Dr. Gary Morrison, another tour coor
dinator and secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
the Hawaiian Islands, the audience's 
response took them by surprise each 
time "The Promise of World Peace" 
was introduced. 

"We expected polite applause and 
polite questions, but we didn't expect 
the instant and intense interest in the 
principles expressed in 'The Promise of 
World Peace,' " said Dr. Morrison. 
"Sometimes the whole schedule of a 
day's events was thrown off due to the 
eager response from our guests de
manding post-meeting personal inter-

action among individuals 1<' .11'.· 11'.\ 

ideas set forth in the docume\11 WI

were delighted when they said t lin ',,1\'0 

in the document something ",\1,' ,. I (' 
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According to Dr. Morriv." 
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pital, department heads of the I ,. 
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Moscow concert pianist, as well as ex
tensive contacts among the city of Ka
zan's professional television, radio and 
print journalists and with a Radio 
Moscow program producer. "The 
Promise of World Peace" was pre
sented on the Kazan television and 
radio programs of the Tartar Autono
mous Republic, each time with a po
tential audience of four million. At 
least two newspapers stated the wish to 
print the peace message in full accom
panied by news articles of the group's 
visit. 

As the first foreign group to be in
vited to stay in the Tartar capital of 
Kazan, the group was asked to address 
the issue of youth gangs, and met with 
gang members. One of the hosts in Ka
zan was the director and producer of a 
brutally frank award-winning docu
mentary film on the Kazan youth gangs 
that has given rise to the terminology 
"the Kazan phenomenon" elsewhere 
in the Soviet Union. 

A final highlight for the group was 
the presentation, complete with tradi
tional Hawaiian hula, of a set of Ha
waiian calabash bowls at the world
famous Moscow Pushkin Museum 
where they are now on display. Hawai
ian artist and craftsman Stewart Me
deiros fashioned the bowls into a 
Queen Lili'uokalani 'Umeke with a na
turally occurring design in one bowl 
which appeared to be that of a sickle 
and an eagle, symbolizing the Soviet 
Union and the United States flying 
together in peace. In a stately receiving 
room in the Push kin Museum, the 
bowls were officially presented by Dr. 
Morrison and Robert Palmer of Maui 
to the curator of the museum's foreign 
relations department. 

Throughout the visit, the group 
found that it was free to share its ideas 
and thoughts about peace and the Ba
ha'i religion both privately and pub
licly when Soviets expressed a desire to 
know more. Without exception, the 
Soviet people were warm, hospitable, 
open and generous in ways few of the 
group had ever experienced anywhere. 
Exchanging decorative pins is a com
mon expression of friendship among 
people in the Soviet Union, and 
throughout the exchange the group 
found their most popular pin was one 
showing a world in space with the cap
tion "All One People." 

A finely crafted symbol of peace is sent 
from Hawaii to Russia-with love 

A symbol of love, the traditional calabash, was passed from one genera
tion to another and placed in the home of the favored descendant. Among 
Hawaiian people, the calabash was the choice gift for the Ali'i, the royalty. 

Stewart Medeiros is the first master craftsman in the history of Hawaii to 
create the royal ali'i calabash not as a single piece, but as a set of five cala
bash bowls which, when put together, form the Queen Lili'uokalani-style 
pedestal calabash. 

The artist has infused the pedestal calabash with symbolic elements of 
peace. The dark cord around the top and bottom of the pedestal symbolizes 
that moment when life appears to be out of control and the decision is made 
to get a grip on life and hold it together. The belt around the middle of the 
pedestal symbolizes the need to take responsibility for life, when you need 
to "buckle down" or "buckle up" and take stock of your life. The penny in 
the belt symbolizes a new beginning, and its portrait of Abraham Lincoln 
focuses on honesty, that new beginnings must be made with honesty. The 
gold cord around the base of the pedestal symbolizes the golden foundation 
of peace. The message of the pedestal in symbolic terms is that America and 
the Soviet Union will get a grip on life and have a new beginning in complete 
honesty in striving toward peace. 

The three large calabash bowls, when turned right side up, have images 
inside, also with symbolic elements. When you turn over the base of the 
pedestal to look inside the largest of the calabash bowls, you will find insiae 
a natural illusion of a universe. For the artist, this means being inside the 
world and looking out, being in the heart of the world, that peace can come 
only when you get into the heart and look out from there. The center pedes
tal calabash has a distinct image of a butterfly, which represents peace. At 
the top, inside the calabash, the artist sees an image of an eagle with a sickle 
in its beak, symbolizing the United States and the Soviet Union flying to
gether in peace. 

Mr. Medeiros presented this fabulous piece of art work to "The Promise 
of World Peace Tour" as a gesture of Aloha from the people of the Ha
waiian Islands. It stands five feet tall and is valued at $20,000. 

Haiti 
A delegation of four Baha'is repre

senting the country's National Spir
itual Assembly, recently presented a 
copy of "The Promise of World 
Peace" to provisional President Ma
dame Erthal Pascal Trouillot. 

The President opened the meeting by 
relating some of her memories of Ba
ha'i meetings she had attended as a 
child, which she described as "joy
ous." She said she had visited the 
House of Worship in the U.S. and was 
deeply impressed by the beauty of the 
Sacred Writings on the walls. 

She then accepted the peace state
ment from Auxiliary Board member 
Laurence Bosschaart. 

After a discussion of Baha'i princi
ples and the Administrative Order, the 
director of the Anis Zunuzi Baha'i 
School spoke about the importance of 
education and of some of the activities 

at the school. 
The president was given copies of 

"One Country," a publication that de
scribes the school at Lilavois, and The 
Proclamation of Bahd'u'l/dh as a gift 
from the National Assembly. 

President Trouillot said she believes 
that "all religions are one." She was 
happy to hear from the Baha'is, and 
expressed a desire to visit the National 
Center in Kingston. She asked for 
prayers for Haiti and its people. 
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United Nations 

Notes on an evolving relationship 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the United States, like 
every National Assembly, is represent
ed at the United Nations by the Baha'i 
International Community (BIC). Un
like other National Assemblies, how
ever, the U.S. National Spiritual As
sembly has its own representative at the 
UN because of the location of that in
ternational body in New York City. 

Since 1947, when the UN first recog
nized non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) and gave them official status, 
the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly 
has appointed representatives to the 
organization to act on its behalf. The 
National Assembly is considered an 
NGO observer and is accredited to the 
UN Department of Public Informa
tion. More than 1,000 other NGOs 
have such status. As an observer, the 
National Spiritual Assembly's repre
sentative may attend open meetings of 
the General Assembly, ECOSOC, and 
other UN organs, departments and 
specialized agencies. 

The Baha'i International Communi
ty, however, is a specific agency estab
lished by the Universal House of Jus
tice to represent that international Ba
M'i council and the Baha'i world com
munity to the world at large. The Uni
versal House of Justice has referred to 
the Baha'i International Community as 
"windows of the Baha'i community to 
the world," stating further that "the 
Baha'i International Community is the 
name used by the Baha'i world in its 
relationships with the United Nations, 
governments, and other international 
or national organizations." The Baha'i 
International Community, now com
prising 151 national/regional affiliates 
with a membership of some five mil
lion-a cross-section of humanity-is 
engaged in a wide range of activities 
serving the spiritual, social and eco
nomic needs of people everywhere. 

The primary function of Baha'i 
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In belping tbe UN on matters of 
common interest and concern, 
the Baba'i International Com
munity's UN office bas consis
tently encouraged local and na
tional Baba'i communities 
around tbe world to cooperate in 
UN programs and observances. 

work at the United Nations has been to 
forge close ties with the UN, gaining 
recognition, prestige and influence for 
the Faith while cooperating to build a 
better world. The work of the UN of
fice reflects the wide-ranging concerns 
of Baha'i communities around the 
world. These efforts help familiarize 
the UN and its agencies with Baha'i 
principles and programs, and support 
the work of that world organization 
which will lead to the achievement of 
the Lesser Peace. 

In 1970, the Baha'i International 
Community was accorded consultative 
status with the United Nations Eco
nomic and Social Council (ECOSOC), 
and in 1976 with the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF). Consulta
tive status confers the right to make 
written and oral statements to the UN 
bodies. The BIC is also associated with 
the UN Department of Public Infor
mation and enjoys a relationship with a 
number of other UN offices and de
partments dealing with specific issues. 
In all cases, the United Nations rela
tionship has afforded-and continues 
to afford-many opportunities, at UN 
headquarters and in the field, to ac
quaint UN personnel, diplomats and 
leaders of non-governmental organiza
tions with the aims and character of the 
Baha'i Faith. 

The Baha'i UN office has also 
played a leading role in the attempts of 
the worldwide Baha'i community to 

protect the beleaguered Baha'i commu
nity of Iran. It has sought to bring the 
Baha'i case before the UN Human 
Rights Commission in allaying and 
ending the persecution of Baha'is in 
Iran. One result of these efforts has 
been the passage, each year for the past 
three years, of resolutions by the UN 
General Assembly expressing its con
cern about human rights in Iran, and 
mentioning specifically the Baha'i sit
uation there. 

In helping the UN on matters of 
common interest and concern, the-Sa
ha'i International Community's UN 
office has consistently encouraged 10-
eal and national Baha'i communities 
around the world to cooperate whole
heartedly in UN programs and observ
ances. Baha'i communities have ac
cordingly participated in United Na
tions days, years, decades and other 
special observances, ranging from In
ternational Day of Peace, UN Day, 
Human Rights and World Food Day to 
International Years of the Child, 
Youth and Peace, and UN Decades for 
Women and to Combat Racial Dis
crimination and Racism. 

A review of the activities of the Ba
ha'i International Community at the 
UN for the years 1986-89 indicates that 
it increased its cooperation with the 
UN system by creating an Office of the 
Environment, expanding its offices 
and activities in New York and Gene
va, Switzerland, and establishing 
working relations with the World 
Health Organization (WHO). In addi
tion, besides strengthening its relation
ship with the UN in Vienna and Nai
robi, it appointed UN representatives 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; Santiago, 
Chile; Bangkok, Thailand; and Rome. 

There are presently six full-time rep
resentatives for the Baha'i Interna
tional Community at work on UN
related issues: three in New York and 
three in Geneva, plus one representa-



• 

tive for the Baha'is of the United 
States. 

During the past four years, the Ba
ha'i International Community took 
part in more than 80 UN meetings in
cluding major UN conferences. as well 
as sessions of the UN Economic and 
Social Council-its regional and func
tional commissions, committees an<;l 
working groups-and meetings of 
other UN bodies. It contributed more 
than 60 statements on such issues as the 
advancement of women (in education. 
development, decision-making and 
peace); social and humanitarian affairs 
(social welfare, popular participation, 
the environment, drug abuse); peace 
and disarmament (nuclear energy, de
velopment); human rights (the elimina
tion of torture, racism, religiolis intol
erance; protection of minorities; the 
right to development; human rights 
education). Another 17 statements 
made jointly with other NGOs address
ed issues that included children and 
war, the role of women in develop
ment, the prevention of discrimination 
against and protection of women, the 
rights of the child. AIDS and discrimi
nation. 

• 
The information that follows is part 

of the quadrennial report which NGOs 
in consultative status with ECOSOC 
are required to submit to thal body. 

Peace and disarmament 
In cooperation with the Intema

Lional Year of Peace Secretariat (later 
the Peace Studies Unit) and the De
partment of Disarmament Affairs. the 
Baha'i International Community con
tinued to provide local, national and 
international support for UN peace 
and disarmament efforts. As a result of 
worldwide Baha'i activities during 
IYP, the UN Secretary-General desig
nated the Baha'i International Com
munity and five of its affiliates as 
"Peace Messengers." In addition. the 
Baha'i International Community par
ticipated in the UN Conference for 
Promotion of International Coopera
tion in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear 
Energy, the UN Conference on Dis
armament and Development. and the 
Third Special Session of the UN Gen
eral Assembly Devoted to Disarma
ment. 
Social and humanitarian affairs 

Collaboration with the UN and its 

agencies on social and humanitarian is
sues increased substantially during the 
years under review. Extensive activities 
on behalf of women, youth, the aging, 
and the family. as well as efforts to 
prevent drug abuse were carried out in 
close cooperation with the UN Centre 
for Social Development and Humani
tarian Affairs. The Baha'i Interna
tional Community even provided an in
tern to help the Youth Unit in Vienna 
for nine months in 1987-88. Efforts to 
improve health care included distibu
tion of "Facts for Life" and participa
tion in a major consultation on AIDS. 
The Baha'i International Community 
expanded its consultative relations with 
CNICEF by working closely with the 
NGO Committee on UNICEF and its 
newly created Education Working 
Group on preparations for the W orId 
Conference on Education for All. 

Women 
Through a wide range of projects 

and activities at the international. na
tional and local levels, the Baha'i Inter
national Community continued to im
plement the Nairobi Forward-Looking 
Strategies. Its representatives also took 
part in sessions of the Commission on 
the Status of Women, conferences 
sponsored by Regional Economic 
Commissions, and UN seminars con
cerning women. submitting pertinent 
statements. Since 1988, the Baha'i In
ternational Community has served as 
convenor of "Advocates for African 
Food Security: Lessening the Burden 
on Women," a coalition of interna
tional and national non-governmental 
organizations, UN agencies, and inter
governmental bodies. 

Human rights and refugees 
The Baha'i International Communi

ty contributed to deliberations on a 
'Wide range of human rights issues dur
ing the annual sessions of the Commis
sion on Human Rights and its Sub
Commission on the Prevention of Dis
crimination and Protection of Minori
ties. It also delivered statements to the 
annual sessions of the Working Group 
on Indigenous Populations, and sub
mitted proposals on draft instruments 
to the Working Group on the Right 
and Responsibility of Individuals. 
Groups and Organs of Society to Pro
mote and Protect Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms, and the 
Working Group on the Rights of Per-

sons Belonging to National, Ethnic, 
Religious and Linguistic Minorities. As 
a participant in both UN and NGO 
working groups, it helped draft the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
contributing notably to the text of Ar
ticle 17. The Baha'i International 
Community also worked with the UN 
High Commissioner on Refugees 
(UNHCR), attending yearly sessions of 
the UNHCR Executive Committee, 
and taking part in the formal consulta
tions and informal meetings between 
the UNHCR and its NGO operational 
partners. 
Information activities 

The Baha'i International Communi
ty continued to disseminate informa
tion about the UN and its activities to 
its affiliates allover the world, encour
aging sponsorship by Baha'i communi
ties of initiatives in support of special 
programs, years or days, such as the 
Decade for Cultural Development, the 
International Year of Peace, Intetna
tional Literacy Year, the International 
Day of Peace, UN Day, Human Rights 
Day, and World Food Day. Represen
tatives of the Baha'i International 
Community also helped plan and carry 
out annual DPIINGO conferences in 
New York City. 
Participation in UN NGO activities 

The Baha'i International Communi
ty has collaborated closely with NGOs 
at the UN, primarily in New York, Ge
neva and Vienna, participating in 
many NGO conferences and consulta
tions. It served as Vice-President 
(1986-88)-and now serves as Secretary 
(1988-91)-of the Board of the Con
ference of Non-Governmental Organi
zations in Consultative Status with 
ECOSOC (CONGO). In New York, 
Geneva and Vienna, its representatives 
also served during this time as officers 
on NGO committees on human rights, 
the family, women, human settle
ments, development, youth, the De
partment of Public Information, and 
UNICEF. 
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The world 

Assembly is formed in Tallin, Estonia 

On the first day of RiQvan the first 
local Spiritual Assembly of Tallin, Es
tonia, was formed. 

Elected from a community of 13 Ba
ha'is were five women and four men. 
Four of the Assembly members are na
tive Estonians, and one is Russian. 
Also elected was Brigitte Lundblade, a 
Knight of Baha'u'llah for the Shetland 
Islands, who was born and raised in 
Tallin. 

Six thousand copies of the Universal 
House of Justice's peace statement and 
4,000 copies of The Hidden Words 
were printed in Russian and shipped 
from Tallin to Moscow for use during 

Cameroon 

More than 200 people gathered last 
February at the Regional BaM'l Centre 
in Bamenda, Cameroon, to witness the 
Baha'l marriage oj Emerencia Panweh 
and James Basalingi. The celebration 
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a tour of the Soviet Union by Amer
ican Baha'i musician Red Grammer. 
The materials, printed by a cooperative 
in Tallin in which two members of the 
Assembly are associated, are the first 
of many titles that may be printed for 
distribution to Russian-speaking peo
ples. 

The new Assembly has formed a 
printing committee to consult with the 
cooperative and the Baha'i Publishing 
Trust of Germany about this endeavor. 

• 
In the presence of Counsellor Ursula 

Miihlschlegel and members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Austria, 

included devotions, songs, gifts jor the 
young couple, and a traditional wed
ding dance which accompanied the 
bride jrom her parents' home to the 
Baha'I' Centre. 

the election of the local Spiritual As
sembly of Budapest, Hungary, took 
place this year for the first time since 
before World War II. 

Before an audience of about 50 Ba
ha'is from Austria and Hungary, the 
friends recalled the historic visit of 
'Abdu'l-Baha to Budapest and His stay 
only a short distance from the site of 
the current election. They remem
bered, too, the dedicated efforts of 
traveling teachers and early believers in 
Hungary that led to the election of !3u
dapest's first local Assembly in 1939. 

Taiwan 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

Taiwan has decided to open a perma
nent Baha'i Office of the Environment 
in Taipei. 

During the past several months the 
National Assembly and the national 
government of Taiwan have co-spon
sored a program to promote environ
mental awareness. This has led to a 
number of television, radio, newspaper 
and magazine interviews and reports, 
many of which have explained the pro
ject's sponsorship. 

Recently, a member of Taiwan's 
Council of Argiculture said the Baha'is 
were "the ideal people" to organize a 
nationwide environmental education 
conference that would bring together 
various government departments, such 
as those of the National Parks, Envi
ronmental Protection, Education, the 
Council of Agriculture, and others. 

Plans for such a conference are 
under way as daily environmental edu
cation programs proceed successfully 
in many areas of Taiwan, co-sponsored 
by the Baha'is and the government. 

j 



India 
On April 3, a Hindu holiday, more 

than 100,000 people visited the Baha'i 
House of Worship at Bahapur, India, 
the largest number ever to come to the 
Temple in a single day. 

Thanks to the cooperation of those 
who work at the Temple, from the gar
den and housekeeping staff to the vol
unteers from the Baha'i community of 
Delhi, the unprecedented number of 
guests was received courteously and ef
ficiently, and the spiritual atmosphere 
of the Temple was maintained. 

Six special devotional programs were 
held to accommodate the visitors, and 
the Temple overflowed with worship
pers during each prayer session . 

• 
On April 9, in the presence of wit

nesses, the vice-chancellor and regis
trar of Indore University, and the sec
retary of the National Spiritual Assem
bly of India, affixed their signatures 
and the official seal of the Baha'i com
munity of India on a "~emorandum 
of Understanding" establishing a 
Chair for Baha'i Studies at the uni
versity. 

• 
As of the week prior to Riqvan, the 

Muhajir Project in India reported 
8,040 enrollments and 60 localities 
opened to the Faith. 

The campaign is being carried out in 
Pondicherry Union which includes the 
south coastal states of Kerala. Tamil 
Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. 

Australia 
The ninth annual Conference of the 

Australian Association for Baha'i 
Studies was held April 13-16 in Perth. 

Among the highlights was a day-long 
symposium on "The Environment: 
Humanity's Common Heritage," 
which included contributions by sev
eral Baha'is who are environmental ex
perts. 

More than 300 people registered for 
the conference including members of 
the public who had heard radio an
nouncements about the event. 

Several of the speakers were inter
viewed on radio and television, and a 
number of media representatives at
tended the symposium. News reports 
and interviews were broadcast on two 
local TV stations. 

Panama 

Counsellor Hiuaya Hissani leads the 
friends in song during a recent visit to 
the Bahd'{ National Center in Panama 
City. The occasion was a welcoming 
ceremony for 'AZ1Z Yazd{ who was 

Nigeria 
In January, 627 people embraced the 

Faith during the first two weeks of the 
~axwell/Rivers Teaching Campaign in 
the Bori region of Nigeria. 

The campaign, named for Dr. and 
:\-lrs. William Maxwell who pioneered 
to Nigeria from 1967-73, is supported 
by seven full-time and 14 part-time 
teachers. The goal is to form 24 new 
local Spiritual Assemblies in that area. 

After the first two weeks of teaching 
a six-week consolidation effort was be
gun, featuring a mobile institute that 
visits villages with new Baha'is. As a 
result, 74 more people joined the Faith, 
several newly formed Assemblies are 
functioning, and enthusiasm for the 
Faith is growing. 

In March a local teaching conference 
was attended by 44 people, more than 
half of whom were newly declared Ba
ha'is. 

• 
, The Muhajir/Obafemi Awolowo 
I Cniversity Teaching Project, held last 

January 15-19 at the University of Ife 
in Oyo State, Nigeria, included the 
presentation of the Universal House of 
Justice's peace statement to senior 
staff members, holding firesides on 
campus, and proclaiming the Faith at 
the annual Book Fair. 

About 500 students attended the 

:.r 

traveling in Panama and Central 
America. 'When Counsellor Hissani 
sings, ' said Counsellor Ruth Pringle, 
who also attended the meeting, 'all the 
spirits are lifted. ' 

firesides, at which the Baha'is found 
themselves literally surrounded by 
groups of people asking questions 
about the Faith. 

• 
During the first five months of its 

use, the Baha'i Mobile Institute in 
Oghara State, Nigeria, has had a sig
nificant impact on the Baha'i commu
nity as well as on the Faith's public im
age. 

The vehicle was dedicated November 
6, 1989, during a ceremony at the pal
ace of the Prime Minister of Oghala 
State, who is a Baha'i. 

Since then, the Mobile Institute has 
been driven to all of the villages in 
Jesse, Oghara and Bendel states, has 
taken part in the Kay Wilson/Nnewi 
Teaching Campaign, and has been us
ed for consolidation visits to villages in 
Bendel, Anambra and Rivers states. 

Guyana 
Counsellors Eloy Anello and Peter 

McLaren coordinated a week of orien
tation in Guyana for 12 teachers from 
overseas and 12 Guyanese. 

A teaching project followed, the first 
week of which produced more than 500 
new believers in the upper Corentyne 
region. By the end of the month there 
were 2,200 new believers in Guyana. 
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Brazil 

Reports from the Southern Teaching 
Project in Alvorada, Brazil, say that in 
two days, February 13-14, 228 people 
were enrolled in the Faith. 

As of the end of February, more 
than 600 new believers had been en
rolled. 

Alvorada has had a Baha'i school 
for the past 15 years, so many of the 
new Baha'is are long-time friends of 
the Faith. As a result, the campaign is 
bringing in new believers who are al
ready well-informed about the Faith. 

While enrollments continue and the 
campaign has been extended beyond its 
February closing date, deepenings have 
begun through visits to the new Baha'is 
and their families. 

The efforts of Auxiliary Board mem
ber Tuba Maani, four local Spiritual 
Assemblies, and pioneers and traveling 
te,\chers from three states in Brazil 
have contributed greatly to the success 
of the project. 

Chile 

Pictured are the first three Bahd '{s to 
graduate from the Nur School in San
tiago, Chile, with school sub-director 
Myriam Rodriguez (left) and director 
Yolanda Pizarro (second from right). 
The students are (left to right) Veron
ica del Carmen Guajardo Reyes, Leyla 

More than 135 Baha'is, representing 
12 of Chile's 13 regions, met with 
Counsellor Isabel de Calder6n, mem
bers of the National Spiritual Assem
bly, and five Auxiliary Board members 
last January 21-22 in Santiago for a 
National Teaching Conference whose 
themes were "Entry By Troops" and 
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Hawaii 

David Hofman, retired member of 
the Universal House of Justice, made 
an extended visit to the Hawaiian Is
lands in February and March. 

After his arrival on February 2 Mr. 
Hofman went first to the island of 
Oahu where he lunched with Counsel
lor Ben Ayala, presented a fireside dur
ing a dinner for Chinese teaching 
aboard the 5.5. Independence, and was 
a guest at a dinner party at which six 
Soviet guests also were welcomed. 

During a week on Kauai, Mr. Hof
man spoke at the Rotary Club, public 
meetings, firesides, Baha'i gatherings 
and a youth meeting, and video taped a 
session with Counsellor Gayle Mor
rison on "The Sanctity and Nature of 
Baha'i Elections." 

The following week, on Maui, he 
again spoke to the Rotary Club, ad
dressed a Chinese teaching event, 
hosted a meeting for Baha'is, and vis
ited local Baha'i communities. 

Andrea Munoz Silva, and Liliana del 
Rosario Rojas Nunez who received 
special honors for having the best 
grade point average. Colegio Nur's 
class of 1989, which totaled 19, was 
graduated last December 6. 

"Personal Transformation." 

In her keynote address, Counsellor 
Calder6n shared news of the Muhajir 
Project in Ecuador which moved the 
National Spiritual Assembly to declare 
the community's adherence to "Mu
hajir Year" in Chile. 

Returning to Oahu for another 
week, Mr. Hofman held deepenings, 
meetings and firesides in a number of 
commUnItIes, held an island-wide Ba
ha'i meeting at the Baha'i National 
Center. and met with Counsellors 
Ayala and Morrison and the members 
of the National Spiritual Assembly. 

He was the featured speaker at the 
~ational Assembly's International Lit
eracy Year banquet and Naw-Ruz cele
bration, at which he sat with Gov. 
John Waihee and Mrs. Waihee. He 
then had an in-depth interview with the 
Honolulu Advertiser. 

The advice ~1r. Hofman constantly 
gave the friends in Hawaii was to read 
the works of Shoghi Effendi, persevere 
in teaching, and never become discour
aged. 

Kenya 
On February 8-11, the seventh an

nual National Baha'i Women's Con
ference was held at Nakuru, in Kenya's 
lovely Rift Valley. 

This year's theme was "Women and 
Literacy," and topics discussed includ
ed the Greatest Holy Leaf, the Law of 
Huququ'llah, Baha'i family life, fam
ily planning according to the Writings, 
and AIDS. 

The guest of honor was Njoki Wai
naina, coordinator of the African De
velopment and Communications Net
work, who spoke about the importance 
of literacy, illustrating in her talk how, 
in all aspects of community life, lit
eracy is a requirement. 

Also speaking on literacy, and chal
lenging the women to take immediate 
action to acquire literacy and spread it 
among their fellows, was Counsellor 
Beatrice Asare. 

Literacy is especially important for 
Baha'is, she said, in order to study the 
Word of God. 

Many of those at the conference con
tributed to the fund for construction of 
the Arc on Mount Carmel, and one 
woman, who had carried a declaration 
card \\ith her for two years, signed it 
during the conference. 

A television program, "The Voice of 
Kenya," filmed sessions for later 
broadcast, and reporters from three 
major newspapers covered parts of the 
conference. 



Bangladesh 
A deepening conference was held 

last February in the remote village of 
Nimgutu, deep in the tribal areas of 
Bangladesh. A busload of Baha'is who 
came to the event were greeted by "the 
joyful faces of the tribesmen and the 
.beautiful rhythm of drums." 

The conference, held to deepen near
ly 500 recently declared Baha'is, was 
planned by tribal Baha'is and held in 

Samoa 
The recent celebration of the 50th 

anniversary of the service of His High
ness Malietoa Tanumafili II to the peo
ple of Western Samoa included a pa
rade in which 40 Baha'is marched for 
the review of the Malietoa and his 
guest, the King of Tonga. 

The Baha'is also entered a float de
picting the oneness of mankind, which 
placed second in the judging. The ~la
lietoa, who is a Baha'i, was represented 
on the float by his grandson, also a Ba
ha'f. 

• 
On January 7, the Baha'i Center in 

Pago Pago, American Samoa, hosted 
Baha'is and 70 guests at a farewell ser
vice for the Canow Paddlers Associa
tion. Most of the non-Baha'is present 
were members of the Association. 
which has gone to New Zealand to rep
resent American Samoa at the \Vorld 
Sprints competition. 

Since the Pago Pago Baha'i youth 
team is the island canoe racing cham
pion, the Baha'is held the service at the 
Center the night before their depar
ture. After the program, which includ
ed readings from the Bible and the Ba
ha'i Writings, several people had ques
tions about the Faith. 

Malawi 
The Baha'is of Nkombe, \lalaw:. 

traversed mountain paths recently to 
help deepen Baha'is in Chinthebe. 
They did not ask for help from the i'ia
tional Spiritual Assembly or Nationai 
Teaching Committee. 

Their initiative, according to a re
port in the Nineteen Day Feast letter. 
shows "a growing understanding of 
the fact that the Baha'i Faith belongs 
to them and they should arise to serve 
Baha' u 'llah. " 

an open field. The friends collected 
more than 150 kilograms of rice to feed 
their guests, and as many were coming 
on foot from as far away as 12 kilo
meters (nearly eight miles), Baha'i 
songs were played on a loudspeaker, 
welcoming the visitors while they were 
yet a long way off. 

The conference was opened with a 
prayer, followed by a message from the 

Republic of Ireland 
More than 130 men and women 

from all walks of life and from all 
areas of Ireland, north and south, 
gathered recently for a conference in 
Dublin on the equality of men and 
women. The specific focus of the con
ference was the harmonious develop
ment of men and women and the role 
of women as peace-makers. 

The conference and social evening 
that followed were the first part of a 
social and economic development pro
ject sponsored by Cooperation North, 
a non-political, non-denominational 
group that promotes good-will between 
northern and southern Ireland. 

Cooperation North invited Baha'is 
from the south to join with Baha'is in 
:-.<orthern Ireland to arrange two week
ends of events, one in Dublin, the sec-

Soviet Union 
EI Viento Canta, the musical group 

that features South American music as 
it spreads the Baha'i teachings, re
cently performed at the first Baha'i 
weekend school to be held in Russia. 
The school was organized by the Ba
ha'is of Moscow, who elected a Spir
itual Assembly at Ri<;lvan. 

Sixty people, most of whom were 
Baha'is, attended the school. They rep
resented a large number of republics in 
the USSR including Estonia, Latvia, 
Turkmenistan, the Ukraine and the 
Russian SFSR (Moscow, Murmansk 
and Leningrad) along with countries 
including Canada, Germany, Iran. 
Liechtenstein, Mexico, Norway, Peru, 
Puerto Rico, the Republic of Ireland, 
the United Kingdom and United 
States. 

Members of EI Viento Canta opened 
the program with songs and prayers. 

National Spiritual Assembly of Ban
gladesh. In between the several talks on 
teaching, participants enjoyed singing 
together. 

Songs and tribal dances followed the 
formal program while 227 visitors were 
enrolled in the Faith. Before the con
ference was over, nearly all of the 700 
people attending were Baha'is. 

ond in Belfast. More than 40 non-Ba
ha'is attended. 

Also, eight organizations sent rep
resentatives to the conferences includ
ing the Irish branch of the United Na
tions, the Network of Professional 
Women in Business, and other wom
en's groups around the country. 

• 
About 100 people attended the open

ing last November 13 of an exhibit of 
the works of Gerry O'Mahony, a Ba
ha'i who is an artist and member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Ire
land, at the Temple Bar Gallery in 
Dublin. 

About 20 paintings were exhibited in 
the show, which was entitled "Re
sponse." Mr. O'Mahony acknowl
edged that the Baha'i peace statement 
was a major influence in his work. 

Prior to the weekend school, EI 
Viento Canto performed three times in 
Tallin, Estonia, including appearances 
at an English secondary school with 
160 students and a concert attended by 
60 people. 

At the Pedagogic Institute, 300 stu
dents attended a third concert. The 
group asked members of the audience 
to sign their guest book afterward, and 
many stood in line for more than half 
an hour to do so. 

One guest wrote, "To make Eston
ian girls dance and sing and cheer like 
that, there must be something really 
special-which you have." 
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India 

In January, the Baha'is of the South 
Arcot District of Tamil Nadu State, In
dia, inaugurated a new phase of the 
Dr. Muhajir Memorial Teaching Pro
ject, and by the end of the first week 
had enrolled 2,500 new Baha'is. As of 
February 12, the total number of new 
enrollees stood at 14,050 including 
members of two new tribes. 

The newest phase of the project re
sulted from the visit last December of 
David Hofman, retired member of the 
Lniversal House of Justice. after 
which 600 people were enrolled. 

An integral part of the effort is a 
consolidation plan that follows the 
enrollment of new Baha'is. A week 
after their enrollment, they are invited 
to a one-day study class and then in
vited to become a part of the teaching 

New Zealand 

Three of the young Bahd'ls who went 
on a tour of the Soviet Union last De
cember with Youth Ambassadors In
ternational share highli~hts of their ex-

Seven hundred people from 12 coun
tries and islands attended the recent 
Pacific Baha'i Youth Conference in 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

Among those attending were the 
Hand of the Cause of Goel Collis 
Featherstone and his wife, Madge. 

Three young people who had re
cently toured the Soviet Union under 
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effort. After three weeks, those who 
volunteer attend an in-depth 10-day 
study session where they learn the rudi
ments of teaching and deepening. 

In February, Counsellor S. Nagarat
nam, three Auxiliary Board members 
and about 35 of the teachers gathered 
for a victory conference to initiate the 
final phases of the campaign, which 
are to include continuing contact with 
the new believers through visits and 
correspondence. 

Teaching committees will be formed 
in every village to help organize the 
Nineteen Day Feasts, children's class
es, youth activities, literacy classes and 
deepenings, and to communicate with 
the State Baha'i Council. The commit
tees will also be responsible for en
couraging the friends to take part in 

perience with fellow youth at the recent 
Pacific Baha'l Youth Conference in 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

the auspices of Youth Ambassadors In
ternational told of their experiences, as 
did those youth who had come from a 
recent teaching project in Hong Kong 
and Macau. 

Twenty-three young people volun
teered a year of service to the Faith, 
while more than 60 offered to travel 
and teach. 

the election of their local Spiritual As
semblies. 

The third phase of the project is to 
create strong local Assemblies as 
quickly as possible. Assistants to the 
Auxiliary Board have been appointed 
in all areas to facilitate the process. 

• 
A recent teac;ting campaign carried 

out in the Purulia district of West 
Bengal, India, in memory of the Hand 
of the Cause of God Rahmatu'lhih 
Muhajir witnessed three successful 
peace conferences at area colleges. As 
of March 31, the campaign had led to 
the enrollment of 500 people. 

• 
Mrs. Maryam Babar, wife of the 

Pakistani High Commissioner in 
Delhi, India, recently visited the Baha'i 
House of Worship in Bahapur. She 
said that before coming to Delhi, she 
and her husband were in Iran for four 
years and that Mr. Babar's secretary 
was a Baha'i. She asked many ques
tions about the Teachings. 

Germany 
About 250 BaM'is from at least 25 

countries gathered last March 24-25 in 
Hofheim, Germany, for an Eastern 
European Teaching Conference. 

Among those inspiring the confer
ence with their contributions were two 
Counsellor members of the Interna
tional Teaching Centre, Isobel Sabri 
and Donald Rogers, and Counsellors 
for Europe Agnes Ghaznavi, Elisabeth 
Miihlschlegel, Ursula Miihlschlegel 
and Polin Rafat. 

Inspiring, too, was the influence of 
Baha'is from Czechoslovakia, Hun
gary, Romania, the Soviet Union, Yu
goslavia and East Germany, among 
whom were four new believers. Fifteen 
Western European countries were rep
resented along with Canada, Hawaii, 
India and the United States. 

The conference was centered around 
plans and activities in support of the 
Universal House of Justice's supple
mentary Two Year Plan for teaching in 
Eastern Europe. 

During the conference, prayers were 
recited in several of the languages of 
Eastern Europe, and some of the be
lievers from that area gave spontane
ous talks. 

- --- ------- --------------------' 



Canada 
An ongoing Bahel'i fireside is draw

ing capacity crowds each week in Flarn
borough, Ontario, Canada. Many 
"regulars" drive nearly an hour, even 
on snowy winter evenings, to attend 
the popular gathering. 

On one evening, a team of young Ba
ha'is who had been in the area for three 
weeks and were about to continue on 
to a new area brought their 11 newly 
declared Baha'i friends to the fireside. 

The Baha'i speaker followed a talk 
about the promised emergence of the 
Lesser Peace by reciting from memory 
three pages of writings by the Guardian 
about the Baha'i vision of the unity of 
the human race. 

Instead of taking questions, the 
speaker then asked each of the new Ba
hel'{s to tell how he or she had become 
attracted to the Faith. 

One by one the 11 told their stories, 
and it was apparent tha.t the events of 
their lives and the development of their 
spirits had prepared the way for their 
acceptance of Baha'u'llah. 

One told of having overheard a con
versation between a group of Baha'is 
in a doughnut shop; "I had to find out 
who these people were, " he said, "who 
would talk about the human soul in a 
doughnut shop." 

A young woman who had adopted 

Cameroon 

Pictured are many of the 50 people 
who gathered in February for the Ba
menda Unit Convention at the Re
gional Centre in Bamenda, Cameroon. 
The Convention was preceded by a 

Pictured are many of those who took 
part May 5 in a day-long effort to 
reach the Chinese popUlation of Van
couver, British Columbia, Canada. 
Fifteen youngsters from the Maxwell 
Baha'I' School helped the Vancouver 
Baha'{s carry out their recently estab-

some of the religious practices of na
tive peoples said she had seen an ar
row-shaped cloud and followed it. 

unity Feast and 'bon voyage' party for 
a community member, Ibrahim Nyam
bi, who was leaving to serve at the Ba
ha'I' World Centre in Haifa, Israel. 

lished goal to reach the Chinese in that 
area. They spent the day on the streets 
of Chinatown, inviting residents to a 
dinner and fireside that evening. More 
than 60 attended, and two were enroll
ed in the Faith. 

Eventually she had corne to the house 
of people who knew of, and told her 
about, the Cause of God. 

Trinidad/Tobago 
Edna Ruth Caverly, a Baha'{ from 

Port of Spain, Trinidad, represented 
the Faith last April 14 at a seminar on 
Women and Literacy at the Eric Wil
liams Financial Complex in Port of 
Spain. 

She was invited to take part by Steve 
Solomon, who had been a guest speak
er several years ago at the National 
Conference for the Homeless spon
sored by the Baha'is of Port of Spain. 

During the seminar, Mrs. Caverly 
spoke about some current Baha'i ac
tivities in the area of literacy, using as a 
source the International Task Force 
newsletters from the Baha'i Interna
tional Community office in New York. 
Her report was well-received, and she 
was able to distribute copies of the 
peace statement to the chairman and 
panelists at the seminar as well as to 
many other interested people. 
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Soviet Union 

Red Grammer completes successful tour 

On April 20, Red Grammer, the 
American singer/songwriter who thrill
ed audiences at the San Francisco 
Peace Conference in 1986, began a 
tour of the Soviet Union. 

In Moscow. Mr. Grammer too k part 
in two concerts and a television p:o
gram. He also performed for children 
at a secondary school. 

While in that city, he and his wife, 
Kathy, were hosted by Vladimir Mee
goolja. a well-known Russian folk mu
sician. An assistant of \tlr. \tleegoolj a' s 
became interested in the Faith, and 
some important hours were spent with 
him as he helped move the Grammers 
from one event to another. He was able 
to meet some of the Baha'is in Mos
cow. 

Another man, who had loaned his 
apartment to members of the Grammer 
tour group, was distant though -.:ord:ai 
on meeting them, and the first night 
left to sleep elsewhere. Upon returning 
the next morning and spending !he day 
',~ith them, he attached himsei; :0 :::e 
group, sleeping on the floor the ent:~e 
time they were in Moscow. 

He became a valued companion, 3.5 

his language skills were good and he 
was caught up in the spirit of the work 
of the Baha'is. Devouring the messag= 
of the Faith, he phoned ahead to his 
family in Kiev to tell them of the 
group's impending arrival. His fami::. 
attended the concert in Kiev and toG:'; 

the friends on a tour of the city. 
On April 2 i, the Grammer :0_: 

group was present for the election of 
the local Spiritual Assembly of \t105-
cow and were privileged to hear a talk 
by the Hand of the Cau3e of God 'A.::
Akbar Furutan who was also present a: 
that event. 

The [Our then moved to Kiev, where 
the Grammers were guests of the first 
Ukrainian Baha'i couple. The day or' 
the Kiev concert marked the anniver
sary of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. 

The tour was a success on sev
eral levels: the Red Grammer 
music tour, a teaching trip, and 
a training ground for future 
teaching in the USSR. As a re
sult of having Baha'is stay in 
their homes, about six people be
came Baha'is. 

so the presentation was quite subdued. 
.-\ film commemorating the tragedy 
was shown, after which Soviet musi
cians presented a program in honor of 
the occasion before Red Grammer per
formed. He presented the healing Mes
sage of Baha'u'lIah, tenderly and tact
fully, as a promise of a better future 
for us all. 

Every night during the Grammer 
tour group's stay in Kiev, firesides 
were held at the hotel where the camera 
:rew was lodged. They were well-at
:ended, and gave the Baha'is a splendid 
opportunity to answer questions in an 
unhurried manner. 

A man who performs music for chil
dren became very close to Red Gram
mer. and this resulted in their doing 
some film work together. He shared 
the stage at the Grammer concert. He, 
[QO, has become interested in the Faith 
arid is now studying it. 

In Odessa, there was a meeting at the 
university intended for a tour-group 
;:Jnsultation. So many people wanted 
to remain close to the group-it seem
ed impossible to turn them out of even 
an official meeting-that the meeting 
''''as turned into a fireside and informal 
musical presentation, with discussion 
ta~ing place along with the teaching 
and singing. 

During a 36-hour train journey from 
Odessa to Leningrad, the group cele
brated the Festival of Ric;lvan. Lenin
grad was filled with teaching opportu-

nities, and the friends were able to re
visit some of the contacts from the EI 
Viento Canta tour earlier in the year. 

While in Leningrad, Mr. Grammer 
and others taped a 30-minute television 
program with the same woman who 
had hosted a Baha'i program taped in -
March. She had studied the Baha'i lit
erature and knew of Mr. Grammer's 
music as well. The half hour was di
vided equally between music and inter
view. 

There was also a school concert and 
an evening concert. In addition to the 
school concert, the friends visited three 
other schools and spoke about the 
Faith at each of them. 

On two evenings the group was in
vited to the home of a Russian couple 
who had encouraged them to use their 
home as a clearing center for storing 
and processing literature and making 
and receiving phone calls from all over 
the country. Their 18-year-old son was 
of great help to the group because of 
his excellent Engiish and his desire to 
be of service. He and his parents are 
quite close to the Faith. 

At every concert throughout the 
country the group was able to offer Ba
ha'i literature to those in the audience. 

The tour was a success on several 
levels: the Red Grammer music tour, a 
teaching trip. and a training ground for 
future teaching in the USSR .. -\5 a re
sult of having Baha'is stay in their 
homes, about six people became Ba
ha'Is. 

But as always with the Soviets, leav
ing was difficult. "We come here," the 
Baha'IS reported, "they love us, care 
for us, give us everything they can, try 
to believe in what we share with them, 
and pour their hearts out to us .... We 
'fall in love' and then have to tear our
selves away and watch from the train 
!"indow as they disappear ... all of us 
calling out goodbyes through tears 
from our mixed emotions." 
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Eastern Europe 

Details of Two-Year Plan disclosed 

To ali .\iatlOnai Spm:uai Assembiie5 

Dear Baha'I' Friends. 

.::ommunity in the bes: way you deem fit. 

We are delightec ;0 inforrr. you about the detailed goals 
of the Two Year Plan 1990-92 for the Eastern Bloc countries 
which are the responsibility of the German Baha'i com
munity. The plan has been approved by the Universal 
House of Justice. In a message dated April 17, 1990, the 
Universal House of Justice stated: "All goals are, as usual, 
minimum goals, and the friends in this volatile region 
should under no circumstances be held back from winning 
\lc:ories beyo:1d those which are the goals of the plan." 

May the Baha'is th;oughout the world be spurred on, 
through a careful study of the message from the Universal 
House of Justice dated February 8, 1990, and this year's 
RiQvan message, to new heights of teaching and pioneering. 
We warmly welcome offers for travel teaching and pioneer
ing, and assure you ~hat our Eastern European Office is 
eagerly looking forward to assisting those who will volun-
teer. 

With Joving Bar.a', Feetings, 

Y=,u are :~ee ,-: ,i,a~e :he detaii~ c·; the plan with you~ 

• 

National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'IS of Germany 

April24, 1990 

Two-Year Plan 1990-92 of the German Baha'i community 
for Eastern Europe, the Soviet Union and Mongolia 

Rid\'sn 1990 through Ridvsn 1992 

German Democratic Republic 
fGDR / East Germany) 
• All activities are based on an under
standing of the particular social and 
psychological situation of East Ger
man citizens. Baha'is from the West 
should avoid giving the impression of 
trying to implement Western concepts 
and standards to East Germany. 

• Establishment of six local Spiritual 
Assemblies. 
• Opening of 30 localities. 
• Baha'i Groups in at least 12 locali
ties. 
• Identifying West German Baha'i 
communities with special assistance 
goals for East German goal cities. 
• Six pioneers from West to East Ger
many. 
• Establishment of a Baha'i Center in 
Berlin. 
• Establishment of contacts to the gov
ernment, presentation of the peace 
statement to national leaders. 
• Holding of Baha'i schools. 
• Public relations and media activities. 
• Establishment of Baha'i university 
clubs. 
• Integration of East German Baha'is 
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into the activities of the German· 
speaking Association for Baha'i 
Studies, 
• Establishment, at RiQvan 1990, of an 
East German Literature Fund for 
cheap access of literature to East Ger
mans; initial donation of DM 10,000 to 
that Fund by the National Spiritual As
sembly. 

Soviet Union 

• Establishment of a ~ational Spiritual 
Assembly at RiQvan 1992. 
• Establishment of 19 local Spiritual 
Assemblies by RiQ\'an 1992: Moscow, 
Ashkabad, Duschanbe, Baku, Minsk. 
Krasnodar, Kazan, Leningrad, Mur
mansk, Samarkand, Tashkent, Yere
wan, Ginjeh, Tiblisi, Frunze, Kishinef, 
Mary, and two other cities, thus en
suring one local Spiritual Assembly in 
each of the Soviet Republics under the 
jurisdiction of Germany. 
• Promotion of numerous teaching ane 
proclamation activities in a great num
ber of Soviet cities by all means. 
• Sending as many pioneers as possible 
with priority to the goal cities mention
ed. 

• Holding of teaching and deepening 
institutes in the USSR. 
• Great increase in the production of 
Baha'i literature in Russian. 
• Establishment of a cooperative for 
Baha'i publishing in Moscow. 
• Encouragement of participation by 
the Soviet believers for the fulfillment 
of the goals of the plan. 

Poland 
• Establishment of a National Spiritual 
Assembly at RiQvan 1992. 
• Establishment of a local Spiritual As
sembly in Warsaw at RiQvan 1990, and 
as soon as possible but no later than 
RiQvan 1992, in five other cities (Kra
kow, Lodz, Wroclaw, Gdansk and an
other city such as Lublin, Szczecin, 
Bydgoszcz, Poznan, Radom). 
• Recognition of the Faith in 1990. 
• Establishment of a Haziratu'l-Quds 
in Warsaw by RiQvan 1992. 
• Completion of the Baha'i Center in 
Hajdany by summer 1991. 
• Increase of Baha'i literature. 
• Establishment of a Baha'i library in 
Hajdany and subscription to Baha'i 
magazines for the community. 
• Presentation of the peace statement 



Pictured are Baha'ls who gathered last February 24-25 for the first National Baha'l Conference to be held in the Soviet 
Union in about 60 years. 

to national leaders and, if possible. 'C

:;!gional and :ocal aut~orities. 
• Translation and presentation La ,; :'

,'idal agencies and authorities of sta:e
:::e~ts .Jf the Baha'i Inte~nat!onai C:~
:::lJ'iity about ..:urrent :ssues. 
• Holding of firesides in each locaii::. 
• Increase ir the teaching work. 
• Promotion of Esperanto activiues, 
holding of Baha'i Esperanto Congress 
in summer 1991, follow-'j,) acti";";!,, 
.• itn Esperanr;sts. 
• Opening of the nor:h O~' Polan":. 
• Sending of at least :'i\e ;'!·.mee!''' 
• Holcing C~· Sa::..!', ~ .... >~ __ ~ ..i.-~ ..:~:=-. 

e:1ing institu:es 

-1.ibania 
• Estabiisnm~~~ .J( \:r:.~ ur -.:' .... ;:: ,.. 1: 
!east nine Baha'is III Tirana. 
• Opening of three loca!itie<; 
• Sending of :· .... 0 pior:ee~" 

Bulgaria 
• Establishme,,: .:)!' :',\ ~ . :..:::.: SC',~': 

Assemblies: Sofia and P.c\uiv. 
• Opening of six local:ties 
• Sending of two pioneer ;'amili;!~ 

Romania 
• Establishment of a National Spiritual 

-\ssembiy at Riqvan 1992. 
I Establishment or' ~'Gu:- :C(:.ll S;Jl:-:~;....:.;.i~ 

.-\ssemblies by Riqvin ; 992 Buchar;!st. 
Cluj. Tirgu \lures and oneothe:- "::C:' 

EI Salvador 

! ~ 
i , -.;~ 

! 

.-1. ;::;: I'J;:di f!ej;) , a former Counsellor 
71t!mber of the fnternational Teaching 
Centre. presents {he Baha'I' view on 
achieVing world peace at a public meet
ing in San Salvador, the capital of EI 
Salvador. The presentation was one of 

I.fongolia 

• Establishr.:e:-.: ;or or.e Ba~a·. (::;~;;..::' 

• S~nding 

.. 

many given during !lifr. Ya:.di's week
end visit to EI Salvador Zast Februar.v. 
The translator is ,Harvin Dreyer, a 
long-time member of the _Vationai 
Spiritual Assembly of EI Salvador. 
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United Nations 

Astronauts key Earth Day observance 

Earth Day 1990! And what a day it 
was at the United Nations. 

On April 22, a program sponsored 
by the United Nations Environment 
Programme was held. Assembled for 
the celebration of "Only One Earth" 
were 42 astronauts and cosmonauts 
from 13 countries. It was their space 
traveler's view of earth from outer 
space that inspired the theme of the 
ceremony. 

Earth Day 1990 launched the "Dec
ade of the Environment" and marked 
the beginning of a long-term commit
ment to building a safe, just and sus
tainable planet. 

The climax of the program was the 
appearance, one by one, of the astro
nauts and cosmonauts on the stage of 
the General Assembly. As each name 
was announced, his photograph was 
flashed on a giant television screen 
overhead. 

When the last astronaut's name was 

Cuban space explorer Arnaldo Ta
moyo-Mendes (left at podium) address
es assembled guests at the United Na-
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called, the entire audience of more 
than 1,000 UN delegates, representa
tives of non-governmental organiza
tions, friends and dignitaries rose to 
give them a prolonged standing ova
tion. 

Before the introduction of the space 
travelers, the president of the 44th UN 
General Assembly opened the pro
gram, and an address was made by 
Maurice Strong, secretary-general of 
the 1992 UN Conference on the Envi
ronment. 

An "Only One Earth" video presen
tation featured scenes from outer 
space, and statements were made by six 
of the space travelers in the six lan
guages of the United Nations. 

They spoke about industrial pollu
tion and disarmament, and presented a 
potent message about the fragility of 
the planet, and how, from up there, 
they could see that we all drink the 
same water, breathe the same air, and 

tions 'Only One Earth' celebration 
April 22 as fellow astronauts and UN 
officials look on. 

that the oceans are really all only one 
body of water. 

Noel Brown, regional director of the 
United Nations Environment Pro
gramme, accepted a crystal plaque and 
an "Only One Earth" treaty signed by 
the astronauts and cosmonauts. He 
then spoke about the need to restore 
and preserve the planet. 

Another highlight of the program 
was a direct video communication to 
the assembled guests from the Russian 
space station MIR whose cosmonauts 
urged that the planet be considered as 
one home by everyone on earth. 

The event ended with rousing music 
by the youth choir "Evergreen-Ever
blue," directed by a Canadian Baha'!, 
Jack Lenz, and songs by the interna
tionally famous singer, Raffi. 

Mentioned on the program as one of 
the two organizations taking part in 
planning and producing the event was 
the Baha'! International Community. 

Hugh Locke, director of the Office 
of Public Information for the BIC in 
New York, coordinated the event and 
helped with fund-raising. 

The BIC offices designed and 
printed the program and invitations to 
the program and reception that fol
lowed, handled responses from the in
vited guests, recruited and helped train 
the 30 ushers (mostly Baha'!s), spon
sored the appearance of the youth 
choir "Evergreen-Everblue" from 
Toronto, coordinated Canadian press 
releases, and arranged for the appear
ance of Amy Milne, a seven-year-old 
environmentalist from Saskatchewan, 
Canada. 

As Saudi Arabian astronaut Sultan 
Bin Salman AI-Saud said of his exper
ience in space: "The first day or so we 
all pointed to our own countries. The 
third or fourth day we pointed to our 
continents. By the fifth day we were 
aware of only one earth." 



Switzerland 

April 13-19, 1990 

SYMPOSIUM '90 

THE ENVIRONMENT: 
PROTECTING OUR BIRTHRIGHT 

Landegg Academy 
Switzerland 

A STATEMENT SUBMITTED BY THE PARTICIPANTS 

The challenge of assuring worldwide environmental in
tegrity is an unprecedented opportunity to establish a 
global, peaceful civilization. 

Participants from 24 nations ranging from Australia to 
the Soviet Union, North America to China, and from 
Sweden to Swaziland attended the Baha'i Youth Sympos
ium on the Environment at Landegg Academy in Switzer
land. Entitled" Protecting Our Birthright," the Symposium 
focused on two major concerns: our rights as individuals to 
a healthful, natural environment, and humanity'S respon
sibility to ensure that future generations enjoy the same 
privilege. We view the environment as a trust, the care of 
which is the responsibility of all who inhabit the earth. 

We are in the midst of an environmental crisis. Deforesta
tion and ozone depletion are but two of the many challenges 
which were discussed during the Symposium and which 
have been analyzed in great detail by the World Commis
sion on Environment and Development in its report Our 
Common Future. Forests are burned in the Amazon, strip
ped for fodder in Africa and devastated by pollution in Eu
rope. Th~ destruction of the earth's stratospheric ozone 
layer as a result, primarily, of the use of chlorotluorocar
bons, is a problem many people fail to consider with suffi
cient concern because of its physical remoteness. 

If present trends continue, our children's birthright may 
be to live shortened lives in a contaminated world. 

However, among the positive signs of a growing aware
ness of the state of the environment are the commitments 
being made by political leaders, increasing public interest in 
the issue, the flowering of many organizations focused on 
environmental concerns, and the active, long-term involve
ment of the United Nations. 

Current economic and political systems continue to be 
based on a materialistic foundation and as a result, the 
above-mentioned initiatives often have limited impact. This 
in the long term leads to pessimism and despair. Experience 
has shown that materialism has failed to provide viable so
lutions to environmental and other global problems. We 
must make a concerted effort to develop a new worldwide 
ethic based on spiritual and moral values which will provide 
the motivation that mere scientific explanations and infor
mation are incapable of generating. 

We may, in fact, be the last generation that has the op
portunity to preserve the ecological balance of the world 
and to effect those changes needed for the reconstruction of 
our society . We therefore commit ourselves to those pro
cesses we believe are indispensable to transform this poten
tial into an enduring achievement. Given that the human 
heart and the environment cannot be segregated, we must 
focus our efforts on the transformation of individuals. Only 
then can we carry forward an ever-advancing civilization. 
We must wholeheartedly work together, individually and in 
our communities, to create a greater awareness and to act 
decisively to conserve the environment. 

We call on the nations of the world to recognize our com
mon interests as one humankind, for the well-being of man
kind, its peace and security are unattainable unless and until 
its unity is firmly established. 

We urge the youth of the world to break down the bar
riers that have separated us from each other and from the 
earth on which we live, to develop the consultative processes 
which, when properly conducted, can lead to unity in an en
vironmentally harmonious world. 

Let it be this generation. 
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United Nations 

Conference on Environment in Brazil 

- - .~; . :. >:- ........ 

e:-rlrTAen:5-. i;1:er:-la:iOr:a. ~~f2:.~· .. :::c::~};-!~. 

~iC g.=-GS~-~~·'O:~ t-:·~;:~ .. =~-.. ;:~t.f 
:':-, B~G...Z.i: :~,,~ ',:. :-.2.: .: ::\:-:- ... : _ :-': '.:.~ 

iargesI inte;-natiClDCiI r:lee::Lf ='~. en\'i
~onmental issues :8 datt-:;-,t L ni!ec 

and Development. \1uch i~ a: s:ake in 
the two-week event: It \\ ;;: set the 
~OU:-5e of i!11erna.~io:-la~ ... c<,;-,t~2.~j2~. 1(
protect the future of om ;:,ic.~je:. a~d it 
v..·il~ ~e\"eal ~'he:!1e:- :~;c y.:: .. ,~ :-~:~\ car, 
:--;2.) a :e:::~~: ~::<e .;-'. ;--"-~ _. 
:.ainable Ge\ e1opr71enl. 

The 1992 ;:onfe,en:t-:-:.::"·.e: 0'> 
Sweden and urged by the \\ .:'<: Com
;nission on EryjrO:imei,: 2.~.': Jt\ t:o;-·
mem at the 43rd General A"emb!y
has its precedent in the 19-: l-,,- C on
ference on the Human En\i~onment, 
held in Stockholm_ This gathering was 
;nitia~ec by the ~orth to dea: \\i:h the 
en\'ironmenta! ;:onsequen;:e, ::- irjju~

t:-ialized society. 
Ir. :he year~ s:n.::e SIO;:~.:-;=::-:-.. ~oth 

the developing and the de\eloped 
worlds have come to see that hopes for 
sustained economic growth car. only be 
fulfilled if the environment is recog
nized as a major factor. The 44th 
General Assembly made this link clear 
when it mandated the 1992 conference 
to elaborate strategies that will pro
mote "sustainable and en\:ronmen
tally sound development ir: all coun
tries. ,. These strategies are :ntended 
not only to halt but to reverse the effect 
of environmental degradatior.. 

Despite near-universal agreement on 
the link between environment and de-

This article on the 1992 C\' Con
ference on Environment and Develop
men; in Brazil was wrillen r.l l-,"'A 
Public Affairs CoordmalOr jenmjer 
Metzger and is reprinted from the inter 
dependent (Volume 16, So. ~j, a pub
lication of the United .Valion..~ Associa
tion of the United States of America. 
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During the debale the develop
in~ countries expressed concern 
that the concept of sustainablt 
de\'elopment would lead the 
multi-lateral lending and finan· 
cial institutions to set still more 
conditions for loans and other 
assistance. 

er,,:-e', scope and objectlves during the 
44:h General Assembly was highly po
.::,:~2eC, The l~:,\ Er;\"jronment P:-:-i. 
gI2.mme-s (G!'>IEPj Sorth Amenc(' 
Sews quoted one lS official as sayinf 
that it was the lengthiest and most dif
ficult debate he had ever witnessed. 
"What appeared increasingly clear." 
he said_ is that environment-develop
ment issues "may be replacing secu
rity-related issues as the hottest politi
cal debate in the l;!\, shifting that de
bate from the traditional East/West 
axis to a North/South one." 

During the debate the developing 
countries expressed concern that the 
concept of sustainable development 
would lead the multi-lateral lending 
and financial institutions to set still 
more conditions for loans and other as
sistance. Many also asserted that the 
developed countries have producec 
most of the environmentally damaging 
substances and therefore bear the 
greatest responsibility for finding long
term remedies_ A spokesman for the 
"Group of 77" developing countries 
expressed a fear that the industrialized 
countries had not fully committed 
themselves to the concept of sustain
able development. 

In May, at an international meeting 
in Geneva on strengthening the Mon
treal Protocol to protect the ozone 
laver. the LJ .5. confirmed this sus
pi~ion when it backed down from a 

'<2..~_;. G.f.~t~~-~::~·.~ , ... ~ :~t.;-, ·::-ic..:-n.:' 
" e~op:.rJ.g-coun::-~ effor~~ :C'· pnas( 
'- :8n~-jepje:i:--;g ~hlCI;C-:~ ~_)~0Ca~~c:-> 

..... :-.je~ :iea\-Y ;:;-e~SLire :; C':-:", :ht l :1~:~_ 

:":O!1 in mid-June. 
.. " ...... 

je\eloping countries consider technol
ogy transfers and financial aid essential 
:: ;:a:-:-ying ot.:: plans fo~ e:lyiro:1me:';
:ally sound de\elopment.·· but the in
:-...:st:-ialized 2c'untries are :J,J~ yet reaj:~ 
.:: jtc.~ \I.,·j~r: :he~e !s~Je~. C ,.":jfe:~:j,.t 
Se.::-elar:- -General Maun;:e Strong a,
~e~ts chat "very substantia: amounts c: 
.:,jci!ional funding and a.::ess to tech
:-. .)jogie," are if: fae; required. Scrong 
~ president of the \";'orld Federation c·; 
t-nited Nations Associations and was 
secretary-general of the Stockholm 
conference. 

After much debate, the General A~
sembly agreed on specific issues to be 
tackled. ranging from climate change 
and deforestation to "improving the 
bing and work.ing environment of the 
poor and eradicating pO\'erty through 
measures that integrate environmental 
and developmental concerns_" 

Coordinating the complex two-year 
planning process, drawing up the pro
visional agenda, and drafting the reso
lutions for consideration by the con
ference is a preparatory committee 
r..ade up of all members of the LJN and 
ie, specialized agencies and chaired by 
Tommy Koh, former Permanent Rep
resentative of Singapore to the tJN. 

The committee has established two 
working groups to help it with specific 
issue areas. Working Group I will deal 
v.ith the atmosphere, land resources, 
conservation of biological diversity, 
and the sound management of bio
technology_ Working Group II will 
deal with oceans, seas, coastal areas. 
and fresh water resources: waste man
agement; and the international dump
ing of toxic wastes. These issues will be 



examined from a developmental per
spective, taking into account such mat
ters as indigenous patterns of con
sumption and production, the relation
ship between food security and agricul
tural practices, and the development of 
human resources. The groups are to re
port to the Preparatory Committee at 
its four sessions, the first of which will 
be held August 6-31 in :"Jairobi, Kenya. 

Formal provisions have been made 
for regional, national and non-govern
mental input. Each region wiil hold an 
advance conference. The first of 
these-a high-level meeting for Europe 
and North America-took place from 
May 8-16 in Bergen, :"Jorway, with 
others scheduled for late summer and 
fall. Member states have been asked to 
form national preparatory committees, 
and the secretariat will be providing 
guidelines for the national reports that 
will be submitted to the Preparatory 
Committee at its first session. A special 
fund for voluntary contributions was 
established by the committee to help 
the developing countries-particularly 
the least-developed-participate fully 
in the preparatory pro..:ess. 

According to both Strong and UN 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar, non-governmental organiza
tions (NGOs) are to piay an important 
role in the preparatory process as well 
as in the conference itself. Strong has 
given NGOs assurances that he will 
iook to them in matters of ;ubsrance, 
although the extent 0 r' ~::eir participa
tion will not be fully defined until the 
August session of the Preparatory 
Committee. So far, it has been agreed 
that NGOs that enjoy consultative sta
tus with the Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC) should take part in 
the conference, but some fear that this 
will have the effect of excluding many 
~GOs of the developing countries. It 
was also agreed that national prepara
tory committees should include repre
sentatives of independenL groups and 
be broadly based, but there is no guar
antee that governments will comply. 
The U.S. government says that :--iGO 
involvement in the preparatory process 
for the 1992 con ference is both" neces
sary and desirable." 

The week after the organizationai 
session, 150 representatives from 115 
NGOs of 40 countries met in Vancou
ver, Canada, with Strong and Gro 
Harlem Brundtland, chairman of the 

.••. _-- ---------__ ~___iL .. ____ .. 

Commission on Environment and De
velopment, to discuss NGO participa
tion in the conference. Strong recom
mended that these groups and others 
form "a loose coalition or coalitions at 

national. regional and internationai 
levels and/or by sector or issue," 51: 

:hat :"JGO participation in the prepara
tory process will be as inclusive as 
possible. 
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India 

House of Worship draws record crowds 

The Baha'i House of Worship near 
~ew Delhi, India, welcomed more than 
! 75,000 visitors during the first three 
jays of April including a record 
117,112 on April 3 alone. On this day, 
the anniversary of the birth of Lord 
Rama, thousands of devotees who 
thronged to the nearby Kalkaji Temple 
came to the House of Worship along 
with many other visitors. Although it 
was not possible to interact individual
ly with such great numbers of people, 
the staff reached out to them through 
the Word of God which was chanted 
during six prayer programs held at 
short intervals. The prayer hall was 
packed, and the visitors sat reverently 
as soon as the prayers began. The total 
number of visitors in April was 
395,079. 

Riqvdn celebration 
RiQvan, the "King of Festivals," 

was celebrated at the Mashriqu'l-Adh
kar with special prayer programs. On 
April 21 the Spiritual Assembly of Del
hi arranged a prayer service for Baha'is 
and seekers. Among those attending 
was the Temple architect, Fariburz 
Sahba. The program was followed by 
short talks in the conference hall in 
English and Hindi on the significance 
of the day. To mark the Ninth Day of 
RiQvan, the Baha'is of Delhi, with 
Counsellor Zena Sorabjee, the newly 
elected members of the National Spir
itual Assembly of India, and delegates 
to the National Convention from the 
various states gathered at the House of 
Worship for a morning prayer session. 
It was an exhilarating experience, cap
ped by the chanting of a prayer in Ara
bic by the 21-member House of Wor
ship choir. 

Dignitaries 
Heading the list of dignitaries visit

ing the Temple in April was Mahmoud 
Baryali, deputy prime minister of Af
ghanistan, who was in Delhi on an in-
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formal visit. During his short stay, he 
said he appreciated the warm welcome 
he was given and the beauty of the 
Temple. 

"I am deeply impressed by the hu
manism and universalism of the BaM 'j 
religion," said P. Balogh, ambassador 
of Hungary to India, during his second 
visit to the Temple. He extended his 
embassy's help in translating Baha 'j 
literature into Hungarian, and said a 
film crew from Hungary would arrhe 
in India in a matter of weeks an:: 
would like to film the Temple. 

Nikorn Praissengpetch, the ambas
sador of Thailand to India, paid a sec
ond visit to the House of Worship in 
April along with the Thai ambassado; 
to Nepal and some other officials. He 
said the Temple has become the most 
important place to visit in New Delhi. 
and all important guests are brought 
there. He too offered his help in trans
lating Baha'i books into the Thai lan
guage. 

The Soviet deputy minister of avia
tion, accompanied by two Russian or
nithologists, sought information about 
the Faith and said that since there is 
now religious freedom in the Soviet 
Union the people are searching for a 
suitable religion. Sonia Diaz Llera, am
bassador extraordinary and plenipo
tentiary of the Republic of Cuba, ask
ed about the history of the Faith and its 
relevance and need in today's world. 

Lt. Gen. F.N. Bilimoria, general of
ficer and commander-in-chief, Central 
Army Command, Lucknow, paid a 
surprise visit with his family and stayed 
for an hour. The general's mother dis
closed that they had come to the Tem
ple directly from a ceremony at which 
the general was given a gold medal by 
the President of India. He wrote his 
impressions in the Temple's visitors' 
book: "This House of Worship is so 
splendid and awe-inspiring; the emi
ronment and atmosphere so pleasing to 

:he eyes j heart and minG.·· 1 ~ 'A a.~ : he 
se:::ond \'isit for Mrs. Bilimoria. who 
said she thought the Temple "an ideal 
place for meditation, " Their two som 
were impressed with the modern ap
proach to religion taken by the Faith, 
and asked questions about various a5-
peets of the Cause. 

Russian visitors 
The House of Worship and the Faith 

are gaining popularity within official 
Russian circles in New Delhi, Repre
sentatives from the House of Soviet 
Culture and the USSR Trade Represen
tation Centre escorted technologists, 
engineers, architects, academicians and 
newly appointed Soviet Embassy offi
cials to the Temple in April. In fact, a 
professor of international economics 
remarked that "in the House of Soviet 
culture, where the atmosphere is so 
ideologically and politically motivated, 
my colleagues have a high regard for 
the Baha'f Temple and the contribu
tion it is making in spreading the mes
sage of unity." 

The open acceptance by Russian vis
itors of the freedom of practicing one's 
religion has caused a resurgence of in
terest, reiterated during a meeting with 
B.M. Belousov, the Soviet minister of 
defense industries, who said through 
his interpreter that they now have a 
video tape of the Temple, profession
ally prepared by an expert from the 
Soviet Cultural Centre in New Delhi. 
Mr. Belousov, who was unable to visit 
the Temple because of other pressing 
duties, said he planned to do so on his 
next visit to New Delhi, adding that he 
would come prepared with questions 
about the Faith. 

Growing interest among Chinese 
A remarkable opportunity to present 

in some detail information about the 
Faith to mainland Chinese came about 
in April during a visit to the Temple by 
several delegations of high-ranking 



Chinese officials. A significant aspect 
of this was the interest in the Faith 
shown by the younger members. The 
first delegation to visit was comprised 
of members of the Chinese news media 
who, as guests of the government of 
India under the Indo-Chinese Cultural 
Exchange Program, were escorted by a 
public relations officer from the Indian 
Ministry of External Affairs. Heading 
the delegation was the director of 
newspapers for the Press and Publica
tion Administration of China who. 
along with his colleagues, spent two 
hours at the Temple, almost every mo
ment of which was spent seeking de
tailed information about the Faith, all 
of which was carefully transcribed into 
Chinese. While explaining about the 
religious diversity in China, the direc
tor warmly welcomed the BaM'is to 
China. 

Li Xu'i, vice-chairman of the state 
commission of science and technology 
and minister for protection of the en
vironment, who visited with six other 
Chinese officials, remarked afterward. 
"Wonderful religion and miraculous 
architecture." He added that "the Ba
ha'is are warm people, and I hope the 
Baba'i religion comes to China and a 
Baha'; Temple will be built there." 
During the latter part of April. a Chi
nese Baha'i from Singapore ,:ame :0 
serve at the Temple. This was most for
tunate. as visitors included three large 
delell;lt:ons or" Ch:nese who were :-. 
Delhi to attend the :\sian Deve:opme:-.c 
Bank conference. These were led by the 
president of :he Agricultural Bank 0:' 

China, the president of the China In
vestment Bank, and the governor of 
the Peoples Bank of China. After hea~
ing an explanation of the principies 0,' 

the Faith and the Station of Bana'
u'llah. each of these visitors expres~e= 
his appreciation. ar.d each was gj .. ,::-. 

BaM'1 literature in Chinese. 
Two groups of Chinese from T.:L

Nan. r.umbering 15 and 10. aiso.;.e~,: 

given information about the Faith, a:-:': 
a few left their addresses so that Ba
ha'IS might keep in touch with therr .. 
One remarked, .. Your religion is very 
good and we ';\'ant to know more abC'~: 
it. " 

It was, however, a young Chinese 
studying in England, Kua Du, who was 
most [Cuched by the Baha'i Teachings. 
She first came early in April and prom
ised to return, taking with her in addi-

tion to a pamphlet in Chinese another 
in Thai for a friend. On her second 
\ isit she arrived too late to enter the 
Temple, but during a third visit was 
able to take more pamphlets in Chinese 
:0 send to her brother and other rela
tives in China. She was delighted to 
learn that she could contact Baha'is in 
England, and said that on her return to 
college in Brighton she would share the 
Baha'i message with all her friends. 

Japanese visitors 
Although relatively few in number, 

Japanese visitors in April showed ,:on
siderable interest in the Faith. It was a 
happy coincidence to have for the last 
few days of the month a Japanese Ba
ha'i volunteering as, a Temple guide. 
One visitor in particular seemed es
pecially touched by The Hidden Words 
of Baha'u'llah; she confided that her 
visit appeared to have been guided by 
an invisible Hand, and said she would 
be happy to receive BaM'is in her 
home in Japan. 

The deputy chancellor of the Japa
nese Embassy visited one morning with 
eight of his Japanese students. He 
spent an hour talking to our Chinese 
volunteer, and returned that evening to 

present his card to her, at which time 
he was introduced to the Japanese vol
:mteer. He invited her to his home [0 

learn more about the Faith. The invita
tion was accepted, and the following 
day she visited his home, accompanied 
jy a member of the 0iationai Spiritua; 
.-\ssembly and some other Baha'is. A 
wonderful fireside ensued, a set of Ba
na'l literature was presented to ~he 
deputy chancellor, and he was asked to 
present another set to the principal of 
his schoo!. 

Croups 
Throughout the month, large g~O'l::" 

:~om West Bengal and Gujarat visit;:d 
the Temple, and since there are guide, 
[:-om both states. the Baha'i message 
"as widely disseminated among the~. 
.-\ number of groups from France also 
\isited, and they were briefed and es
.:orted by a volunteer from thl;! l'.S. 
who speaks French. The principle or d 

'-ir.i versal auxiliary language proved ~j
;:ecially appealing to a group of 10 i ~a:
ian visitors; their tour leader, who has 
'visited the Temple several times, is fas
cinated by the Faith, and assured the 
staff in the visitors' book that "as a 
tour leader who comes to India often, I 

will do my best to introduce to ail the 
tourists in my groups this great and ex
ceptional creation of faith and human
ity which will certainly leave its sign in 
this world which is still unaware of the 
need for this Cnity." 

Because of summer examinations 
few school groups visited in April; but 
a group of young students from the 
Ramakrishna Mission School in Arun
achal Pradesh listened intently as they 
were briefed in the conference hall. A 
few of them were keen to know more 
and to be contacted by BaM'is. The 
teacher who accompanied them wrote 
on their behalf: "The idea behind this 
institution is all-embracing religious 
faith which impressed our boys Very 
much." 

Individuals 

Dr. Suman Shah, a reader in Guja
rati at the school of languages, Gujarat 
University and freelance journalist, 
came to the Temple with his wife jur
ing the last day of his stay in Delhi, 
and, after seeing the audio-visual pro
gram. remained for two hours [0 ;ea::-: 
as much as he could about the Faith. 

\1rs. Csha Bhardwaj was deepiy 
troubled when she came to the Temple. 
having recently lost her 12-year-old 
,on. She said the visit had given her 
renewed strength and courage, and 
enkindled in her a desire to further in
\estigate the F:lith. 

The atmosphere of peace wlchw U-;;;; 
Prayer Hall moved V.K. Mehrotra, 
chief justice of the High Cour~ cf 
Himachal Pradesh, to write in the vis
itors' book: "A visit to this fascinating 
dace-possibly the only one of ;ts '-<::- j 

in the world-is an experience in itself 
which makes one instinctively pray to 
Him. The place by His grace is toeing 
kept, as it shOUld be, by the faim;";,:; 1" 

'he manner which IS most befit:ir:g. 
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The world 

Dizzy Gillespie tours Eastern Europe 

At the invitation of the :--;ational 
Spiritual Assembly of Germany, the 
renowned jazz trumpeter John Birks 
(Dizzy) Gillespie, a Baha 'j from the 
United States, traveled recently to 
Eastern Europe to perform at a series 
of European media events, "One 
World Week," in which the Baha'i 
community of Germany was par
ticipating. 

Mr. Gillespie's musical tour began 
May 9 in East Berlin where some 2,000 
people gathered for his concert at the 
Paiast der Republik. Among the 
special guests were the president of the 
East German Parliament and the 

Argentina 

The Hand of the Cause of God Ama
tu'/-Bahd Ruhiyyih Khdnum (left) pays 
a courtesy call on Dr. Carlos Menem, 
president of the Republic of Argentina, 
during her visit to that country last 
February to attend a 'Uniting the 
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mayor of the city of Duisburg. During 
the concen, Mr. Gillespie mentioned 
that he is a member of the Baha'i Faith 
whose goal is the unity of mankind. 

On May 10, under the patronage of 
Raisa Gorbachev, who had flowers 
presented to him onstage, Mr. Gillespie 
played for a full house of about 2,000, 
after which he met at the Moscow 
Press Centre with some 80 journalists 
from the Soviet Union and other coun
tries who 'isked about the Faith. 

In Prague, Czechoslovakia, the fol
lowing day, a sold-out house of 2,000 
at the Cultural Palace heard Mr. GiI-

Americas' International Bahd'i Con
ference commemorating the 50th anni
versary of the passing of Amatu 'I-Bahd 
Ruhiyyih Khdnum's mother, the Hand 
of the Cause of God May Bolles Max
well, in Buenos Aires. 

iespie's concen. Among those in the 
audience were President Vaclav Havel, 
~1rs. Havel, and U.S. Ambassador to 
Czechoslovakia Shirley Temple Black. 

During that concert, Mr. Gillespie 
read a Baha'i quotation referring to the 
unity of mankind and world peace. 

A Dutch television team filmed the 
concert for a documentary to be pre
sented on international TV systems. 

• 
On June 6, the National Youth Ra

dio Broadcasting System of East Ger
many, HDT 64," carried an hour-long 
interview with two Baha'is. 

Christopher Sprung, secretary of the 
:\ational Spiritual Assembly of Ger
many, and Monika Schramm, a Baha'i 
from the Frankfurt area, answered 
many detailed questions about the 
Faith, its principles, and especially the 
degree to which the Baha'i community 
is able to put into effect the high stan
dards enunciated by Baha'u'lhih. 

• 
The cities of Bremen (West Ger

many) and Rostock (East Germany) 
held a "Volkfest" last January to 
celebrate the recent changes in those 
countries and the new partnership of 
the two cities. 

Baha'is built an information stand 
for the festival at which they spoke to 
hundreds of people and met a family 
who offered their home as a meeting 
place for the Baha'i community. They 
also gave out 10,000 copies of a short
ened version of the peace statement. 

• 
Hundreds of people from East Ger

many, who had been given pamphlets 
and copies of the peace statement dur
ing the first few days after the opening 
of the Berlin Wall, have asked for 
more information about the Faith. 

More than 80 of them registered to 
attend a weekend event planned by the 
Regional Teaching Committee as an in
troduction to the Faith. 



& 

Switzerland 
From April 13-19, more than 140 

young people from 24 countries includ
ing Czechoslovakia and Romania took 
part in the second annual symposium 
on the environment at Landegg Acad
emy in Switzerland. 

The symposium, dedicated to an an
alysis of today's global environmental 
crisis, was entitled "The Environment: 
Protecting Our Birthright." 

Twenty experienced resource people 
took an active part in the symposium 
including Lawrence Arturo, director of 
the Baha'i International Community's 
recently established Office of the En
vironment. 

Two Counsellor members of the In
ternational Teaching Centre, Drs. Far
zam Arbab and Magdalene Carney, 
also were present with Counsellor Soh
rab Youssefian and two members of 
the European Baha'i Youth Council. 

Following an overview of the global 
environment's present status, partici
pants studied the nature of man, his 
relationship to the environment, and 
the role of the individual in protecting 
our natural birthright. 

The symposium was dedicated to the 
memory of Richard St. Barbe Baker. 
and an evening was set aside to review 
his far-reaching contributions to rais
ing awareness of the vital importance 
of trees and the role individuals and 
governments must piay in preser\:r.~ 

these "lungs of the earth." 
About 30 of the participants were 

not Baha'is, but four were enrolled 

Australasia 
Mrs. Helen Perkins. a Baha'i from 

Australia, recently completed a teach
ing trip through ~ew Caledonia anc 
Vanuatu. 

On Mare Island in the Loyalty Is
lands, where she was warmly received. 
Mrs. Perkins held classes on spirituai 
transformation, the laws of the Faith, 
and Baha'i administration, and spoke 
about the Baha'i teachings concerning 
"black magic." 

In Vanuatu, where entire villages are 
Baha'i, she had some difficulty mee~
ing with the friends, as it was the rainy 
season and there was also much sick
ness among them. She was, however, 
able to present the Faith to fellow 
guests in her hotel and did manage to 

These young people gathered last April 
13-19 at the Landegg Academy in Swit
zerland for a symposium whose theme 

during the symposium and others said 
they would investigate the Faith upon 
:-e!urning home. 

fA statement by participants in the 
5.vmposium appears on page 5.) 

• 
Spiritual and physical · ... e!l-being 

... ere the topics of week-long work
shops held last spring at the Landegg 
:\cademy in Switzerland. 

visit a number of villages. 
She visited the large Baha'i Center in 

Lanakel, on Tanna. which is used by 
l:-';ICEF field workers. the World 
Health Organization, government em
ployees and others who come to the is-
iand to speak with villagers. I 

Mrs. Perkins also met the wife of the I' 

Head of State in Vanuatu, a gracious I 
Tongan woman who works for the 
World Health Organization and is a I 
good friend of the Faith. I 

She then returned to Noumea in ~ew I 
Caledonia, where she and a newly ar
rived pioneer from Benin were invited 
to speak at a well-attended gathering 
that had been advertised on three radio 
stations. 

.... 
,,- \ 

was 'The Environment: Protecting Our 
Birthright. ' 

During the week of May 23,22 non
Baha'is were among those who took 
part in a course on Spiritual Dimen
sions of Health. 

Many non-BaM'is also attended a 
course on ~tarriage: A Fortress for 
Well-Being during the weekend of June 
1-4. 

That same weekend, a workshop was 
held on Spiritual Growth and Baha'i 
Identity. 

Estonia 
On May I, a group of 12 Baha'i 

adults, their children, and seven guests 
came from Latvia. Lithuania. Russia 
and Sweden to join the BaM'is of 
Riga, Estonia, for a "Baltic Baha'i 
Rally" whose purposes were to consult 
on Baha'i activities and deepen in the 
Writings. 

During the meeting, each person told 
how he or she had become a Baha'i or 
been attracted to the meeting. Later, 
questions raised by the visitors and new 
BaM'is were discussed. 

Two of the guests, from Kiev, hap
pily received a gift copy of Bahd'u 'lldh 
and the New Era in Russian. After
ward, everyone enjoyed musical enter
tainrrient and group singing. 
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Uganda 
The women of Uganda's Mbale Ba

ha'i community took part last March 
in International Women's Day activi
ties organized by the National Council 
of Women. 

Among the highlights was a fund
raising ball during which women and 
children appeared in a fashion show 

Pakistan 

Three young winners seem pleased with 
their victory in the annual elocution 
competition held at the Baha'l-oper
ated New Day School in Karachi, Pak
istan. The purpose of the contest, 
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entitled "People of Our World," plan
ned by a Baha'i, which used various 
costumes to depict unity in diversity. 

Part of the program featured Baha'; 
children dressed in a variety of cos
tumes who held lit candles while sing
ing "Good neighbors come in all col
ors. " 

which is conducted in Urdu as well as 
English, is to help the children become 
more comfortable when making public 
appearances. 

The Minister of Women's Develop
ment was quite impressed, saying it 
was the first time she had seen such a 
cultural show in Uganda. 

The Baha'i exhibit, which tied for 
fi:s! place in a competition held during 
the program, drew many admirers; ar
ticles for display, made by Baha'i 
women, included baked goods, potted 
plants. toys, embroidery, woodwork, 
tie-dye, and batik. 

The guest of honor, member of Par
liament Mrs. Masaba, and Mr. Byaru
hanga, district administrator of Mbale, 
made favorable comments about the 
display and the Faith. 

The administrator expressed his wish 
to receive Baha'i literature, and an ap
pointment was made for a Bahci'i dele
gation to meet with him. 

Baha'i efforts including a literacy 
campaign, tree-plantings and primary 
health care education drew praise from 
Minister of Works Florence Nkuruken
da, who noted that they are in line with 
go\"ernment policy . 

• 
"Youth Commitment and Collective 

Effort for Global Unity" was the 
theme of a Baha'i National Youth 
Conference held last December 14-17 
at the National Center in Kampala, 
Cganda. 

El Viento Canta, a traveling Baha'i 
musical group from South America. 
performed during the conference, after 
which some of the youth planned a 
teaching project. 

Romania 
At Naw-Ruz, the first local Spiritual 

Assembly in Eastern Europe was elect
ed in Cluj, Romania. 

On March 20 a public meeting was 
held to celebrate Naw-Ruz. One hun
dred people attended including six Ba
hci 'is from Tirgu Mures and others 
from Austria, Germany, Japan and 
Sweden. 

The election of the Assembly took 
place the following day in Cluj with the 
full participation of the city's nascent 
Baha 'f community. 

Recent enrollments have brought the 
total number of believers in Romania 
to 40 and the number of localities 
opened to the Faith to eight. 



-
Panama 

A two-day seminar on literacy, co
sponsored by the Baha'i community of 
Panama and the country's Ministry of 
Education, was held last April 23-24 in 
Panama City. 

The seminar included sections on lit
eracy in general, literacy in rural areas, 
and excellence in teaching. 

The Baha'is were asked specifically 
to present a talk on spiritual qualities, 
and on the second day they presented a 
talk entitled "Universal Elements Es
sential in Educ;ation." 

In preparing for the seminar, the Ba
ha'is had been able to meet with the 
Minister of Education, Ada de Gor
don, and to present her with a copy of 
the peace statement and a Baha'i book. 

Media coverage was thorough, in
cluding interviews with Minister de 
Gordon and two Baha'is, Oscar Torrez 
and Lydia de Diaz, who presented talks 
at the seminar. 

Reunion 
When Peggy Baichoo, a Baha'i pio

neer to Reunion, returned to the island 
after attending an International Wom
en's Day conference in France, she was 
invited to collaborate with the Regio
nal Delegate for Women's Status to 

Soviet Union 

The Hand of the Cause of God 'AU
Akbar Funitan (center) is pictured dur
ing his visit to the Soviet Union last 

Traveling teacher 'AZ1Z Yazdi shares 
stories of his experiences in many 
countries and his memories of 'Abdu'l
BaM with the friends in Panama City. 
Also attending the gathering at the Ba
hdY Cef1ter were Counsel/ors Hizzaya 

help ensure women's rights throughout 
the Indian Ocean area. 

Mrs. Baichoo was invited by the 
President of France, Francois Mitter
and, to attend a party at the Elysee 
Palace with 450 women from various 

March-April with members of the 
Mamedof family in Dushanbe. 

Hissani and Ruth Pringie. Mr. Yazdi 
has been cheering and inspiring the 
friends throughout his recent journeys 
to the South Sea Islands and Central 
America. 

countries. During that event, she met 
with the State Secretary for Women's 
Status. 

After returning to Reunion, Mrs. 
Baichoo paid a courtesy visit to the 
Regional Delegate for Women's Status 
for that country, who asked her to take 
part in a project to secure women's 
rights in the Indian Ocean area. 

Ecuador 
The year dedicated to the memory of 

the Hand of the Cause of God Rahma
tu'llah Muhajir has begun well and is 
gaining momentum in Ecuador. 

At the outset, a team composed of 
Baha'is from seven countries received 
69 declarations in the Bolivar area. 
Mrs. MuMjir has since traveled to the 
area, encouraging the friends and vis
iting the Teaching Institute named for 
her late husband . 

• 
One hundred forty-one people have 

been enrolled in the Faith in Ecuador 
as a result of the Muhajir Teaching 
Campaign which began last February 
in three areas of the country. 

Forty-eight declared in the city of 
Quininde, 47 in the Otavalo area and 
46 in Guayaquil. 
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Austria 
While in Austria from March 7-16, 

the Hand of the Cause of God 'Ali
Akbar Furutan took part in a joint 
meeting of the National Spiritual As
sembly and its Teaching Committee for 
Eastern Europe. 

Eleven young people who had re
cently become Baha'is in Eastern Eu
rope made a special trip to Vienna to 
meet Mr. Furutan. He met with them 
twice, and a young woman who had ac
companied the group from Hungary 
accepted the Faith. 

On March 10, Mr. Furutan spoke to 
250 Baha'is from all over Austria 
about the importance of teaching, es
pecially at this crucial time. 

After touring Russia, Mr. Furutan 

EI Salvador 

An ailing <Mr. World,' Efrain Gonza
lez, visits the doctor's receptionist, 
Susan Quintanilla, during a dramatic 
presentation by children last February 
at the Jamaliyyih Bahd'l' Institute in EI 
Salvador. The play was part of a day-

Baha'i youth in Santa Tecla, El Sal
vador, recently presented a number of 
evening presentations on the Faith in 
local high schools. 

The programs consisted of music 
and a brief introduction to the Faith, 
followed by a half-hour talk about the 
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returned to Vienna on April 30, and on 
~1ay I he met with about 20 of the 
friends there before returning to the 
Holy Land. 

Ireland 
A Baha'i conference on "The Role 

of Women in the Year 2000" drew 
more than 120 women and men last 
~1arch 31 to Queen's University in Bel
fast, Northern Ireland. 

The aim of the conference was to 
stimulate consultation on the develop
ment of harmony between men and 
women and the role of women in bring
ing about world peace. 

It was organized by the Baha'i 
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long conference held as a climax of the 
weekend visit by Aziz Yazdi, former 
Counsellor member of the Interna
tional Teaching Centre in Haifa. 
About 150 people from 20 Bahd'lcom
munities attended the conference. 

present world situation, the solutions 
offered by the Faith, and the role of 
vouth at this critical time. 
• The effort brought the Faith to the 
attention of almost 1,000 students, and 
has led to plans for follow-up activities 
by the youth. 

Women's Institute of Northern Ire
land, and, with the support of a group 
;::aIled Co-operation North, was the 
second conference to be held on the 
;oie of women. 

Represented were a number of 
g:-oups including the Town's Women's 
Guild, Gingerbread, Well Women's 
Centre, Women's Aid, Mothers' 
L"nion, and the Federation of Wom
e;-,'s Institute of Northern Ireland. 

This "cross-border" event had a 
unique spirit, fostering new bonds be
:ween the north and south of Ireland, 
as well as involving those in both com
munities whose interest lies in social 
development. 

Honduras 
Only eight weeks after the launching 

0:- Project Olinga at the beginning of 
1990. the Baha'is of Honduras re
ported the enrollment of 1,400 new be
lie\ers. 

A consolidation program for the 
new believers includes classes for child
ren and youth, community meetings, 
and study classes. 

A five-day teacher training institute, 
attended by more than 250 Garifuna 
Indians, included an appearance by 
' . .viz Yazdi who was visiting the area 
a! that time. 

Mali 
As World Health Day 1990 ap

proached, a delegation of three Baha'is 
representing the National Spiritual As
sembly of Mali met last March 22 in 
Bamako with Dr. Charles Randianana, 
the regional representative of the 
World Health Organization (WHO), to 
describe the Baha'i socio-economic 
development program of primary 
health care now being implemented in 
a number of African countries. 

During the meeting, the Baha'is of
fered to undertake such health-related 
programs in Mali as a means of pro
moting the aims of WHO's program, 
"Health for All by the Year 2000." 

In his capacity as a high-ranking 
health official with jurisdiction over 17 
countries in Northwest Africa, Dr. 
Randianana encouraged the Baha'is of 
Mali to pursue those plans. 
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Brazil 
The first International Exposition on 

Education for Peace, sponsored by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Brazil, 
opened last June 4 in Brasilia and was 
attended by representatives of 23 na
tional embassies and educational insti
tutions. 

Countries represented at the opening 
included Australia, Bangladesh, Ca
nada, China, Czechoslovakia, Great 
Britain, Hungary, Israel, Malaysia, 
Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, Sene
gal, Sweden, Thailand and the USSR. 

The exposition highlighted the ef
forts being made by these and other 
countries to attain peace through edu
cation. 

The Baha'{s were applauded by 
those attending the exposition for their 
initiative, while a positive television in
terview was broadcast throughout the 
country that same day. 

Special visitors included the Secre
tary General of the Ministry of Educa
tion and the ambassador from Israel. 
As many as 2,000 government officials 
were invited to attend, and 25,000 
pamphlets were prepared for distribu
tion during the event. 

• 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

Brazil has begun a correspondence 
course to help consolidate the Baha'i 
community. 

The course, based on one offered by 
the National Spiritual Assembiy of 
Trinidad and Tobago, is to be made 
available to all newly enrolled Baha'is 
in Brazil. The first 500 copies were sent 
to those who were enrolled during a 
teaching campaign in Rio Grande do 
Sui, Alvorades. 

• 
Alvorada, a town in southern Brazil. 

has recently been the scene of success
ful teaching efforts and is reported to 
be "yielding new fruits." Two other 
localities have also been opened to 

large-scale teaching: Cara-Zinho. 
which has had 15 enrollments, and Es
teio. with 32. Each of these communi
tie was expected to form its own local 
Spiritual Assembly at RiQvan. 

• 
A booklet entitled The BaM '(s and 

the Berlin Wall, released to all Baha'i 
communities in Brazil,is being distrib
uted to authorities and leaders of 
thought. It presents a correlation of the 

Enayatollah Vahdat (second from 
left), a Baha'{ pioneer for more than 30 
years to Porto Alegre, Brazil, receives 
from city councilman Dilamar Macha
do a scroll signifying his new title of 
'Citizen of Porto Alegre' in recogni-

recent events in East Germany and the 
transformations in the world, and the 
main topics presented in the peace 
statement. 

Taiwan 
Hsu Shui-teh, Taiwan's Minister of 

the Interior. recently visited the Na
tional Baha'{ Center in Taipei. 

It was his wish to meet and consult 
with Baha'{s as part of his project to 
survey each of the major religions in 
Taiwan to learn how each one may be 
of help to society as a whole. 

Four members of the National Spir
itual Assembly and one Auxiliary 
Board member met for 25 minutes with 
Mr. Hsu, explaining to him how the ac
tivities of the Baha'{ community con
tribute to the well-being of society. 

Mr. Hsu was surprised to learn that 
membership in the Baha'{ community 
of Taiwan has grown during the past 
three years from less than 1,500 to 
more than 12.000. 

One especially significant result of 
the meeting was that Mr. Hsu agreed 
that it would be appropriate, in view of 
the Faith's world-view embracing all 
cultures, that its official name in 

tion of his many years of community 
service. Looking on are Mayor Olivio 
Dutra (left) and city council president 
Valdir Fraga. The honor was conferred 
on Mr. Vahdat by a unanimous vote of 
the city council. 

The booklet analyzes nationalism, 
war, disarmament, racism, various ide~ 
ologies, and racial strife in the light of 
recent events. 

Taiwan could be changed from "Da 
Tung Chiao," which means "The Re
ligion of Great Harmony" and alludes 
to Confucius' description of an ideal 
society, to "the Baha'{ Faith." The 
government in previous years did not 
approve of the change, preferring to 
retain the old name with its connection 
to traditional Chinese culture . 

Italy 
Sixty Baha'i youth from various 

parts of Italy took part in a recent con
ference in Gela organized by youth. 
The themes were "Individual Behavior 
for a Better World" and "Economy 
for a New World." 

The enthusiasm and devotion of the 
young people made possible the pro
motion of a large individual heart-to
heart teaching campaign in the streets 
of Gela. Hundreds of young people at
tended an evening fireside at which six 
youth were enrolled in the Faith. 
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Australia 
A Baha'i has received approval from 

the Queensland (Australia) Committee 
of Religious Studies to include the 
Faith in her curriculum for a class in 
the study of comparative religion 
which she teaches at the school in her 
community. 

With the help of her local Spiritual 
Assembly, Mrs. Lyn Cooper obtained 
the permission of the school principal, 
parents, representatives of local 
churches, and the director of religious 
studies of the Queensland Department 
of Education to present the course on 
comparative religion which she had de
signed herself. 

Subsequently, Mrs. Cooper's As
sembly received a letter from the 
Department of Education that appears 
to give the Assembly chairman the au
thority to appoint people to teach the 
course in any school in Queensland. 

In addition, Mrs. Cooper is being 
nominated to serve on the advisory 
committee for the development of the 
curriculum for religious studies for the 
government of Queensland. 

Montserrat 
Bobbie Martin, a Baha'i on the Car

ibbean island of Montserrat, was hon
ored recentlv for his diligence as Hur
ricane HugO' swept through the islands 
in September 1989. Mr. Martin man
ned his ham radio non-stop throughout 
the hurricane to transmit information 
about the island's plight to the outside 
world. 

In several subsequent radio inter
views, the fact that Mr. Martin is a Ba
ba'i has been mentioned. He was the 
guest of honor at a special reading of 
poems relating to the hurricane, and 
received the Funkeyman Award for his 
services to those on the island. 

India 
At the end of its first month, the Dr. 

Mubajir Border Teaching Campaign, a 
collaborative effort between Madhya 
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh, India, re
ported 6,000 enrollments in 12 border ' 
villages. 

Proclamations in schools and col
leges in two districts resulted in 700 
enrollments. 
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Zaire 

Shown during a meeting at the school 
are teachers and parents of 70 students 
of the 'Enfants du Monde' (Children 
of the World) Kindergarten in Bukavu, 
Zaire. During the meeting Mrs. Mary 
Gibson, a Bah(n: presented to the 
school a painting of her aunt, Mrs. Ar
mina Lana McCoy, in whose memory 

The Baha'is of Zaire recently took 
part in two major teaching events, 
reaching more than 10,000 people with 
the Message of Baha'u'llah. 

At a children's fair in Kinshasa, the 
Faith was proclaimed to more than 
10,000 visitors. A number of them, 
some of whom embraced the Cause, 
visited the Baha'i National Center. 

At a celebration of the 10th anniver
sary of the creation of the Women's 
Condition and Family Life in Zaire 
(CONDIFFA), Baba'i women from all 
over the country made a deep impres-

Swaziland 
Children attending aBaba 'i pre

school and primary school in Swazi
land observed Naw-Ruz on March 20 
by planting three trees in support of the 
"Clean and Beautiful Swaziland" 
campaign. 

The event was covered on television, 
and both local newspapers printed ar
ticles about it under headlines that read 

Mrs. Gibson had contributed finan
cially to the building of the school 
some years ago. Mrs. McCoy, born in 
Virginia in 1886 of parents who had 
been slaves, and lacking a formal edu
cation, nevertheless devoted her life to 
encouraging others to learn to read and 
write. 

sion on those gathered with a presen
tation on the Faith. 

Brazil 
The first local Spiritual Assembly of 

the Mura tribe in Amazonas State, 
Brazil, was formed at Ric;lvan. The vil
lage, about 12 hours by boat from the 
village of Beruri, was visited recently 
by Auxiliary Board member Darioush 
Akhavan and some other Baha'is. Dur
ing that visit, 11 people including nine 
adults embraced the Cause. 

"Baha'i Pre-School Goes Tree-Plant
ing" and "Baha'i Kids Clean Up." 

In the Swazi Observer, the article 
was accompanied by a large photo
graph with a caption explaining that 
the Baba'i children were being taught 
environmental awareness by planting 
the trees. 



Cameroon 
Pictured are some of the 57 children 
who gathered last June 21-23 at the sec
ond annual All-Children 's Baha'I Sum
mer School in Bamenda, Cameroon. 
Also pictured are some of the teachers 
and parents who facilitated a variety of 
programs to fill each day. At the close 
of the school, the children ·entertained 
their parents and teachers at an evening 
program during which they made pre
sentations based on the lessons and 
principles they had learned. 

Malagasy Republic 
Last April, Baba'{s in Madagascar 

began a project at the northern tip of 
the island during which they visited 
and presented books to dignitaries in 
the area, held an exhibit in Diego Sua
rez, and gave public talks on Baba'i
related social issues. 

The friends called on the president 
of the province, the presidents and 
vice-presidents of the sub-provinces, 
the provincial prosecutor, and the pro
vincial director of social education. 

Western Samoa 

Baha'I's in Western Samoa march in the 
anniversary parade honoring His High
ness the Malietoa Tanumqfili II on his 

They were warmly welcomed by all of 
the digreitaries, who seemed eager to 
hear about the Faith. 

The Baba'{s were able to describe 
their collaboration with the govern
ment in socio-economic development 
projects, and were asked many ques
tions, especially concerning what else 
the Baha'{ community could do to 
serve Madagascar. 

About SO people helped with the Ba
ba'{ exhibit, which was visited by about 

50 years of service to the people of that 
country. The Malietoa is a Baha'I, as 
are several members of his family. 

.. 

600 people .. It was shown on television 
and mentioned on the radio, which 
helped attract public attention. 

Many people asked directions to the 
local Baha'{ Center so they could 
"come to pray." Some took literature 
and were invited to attend the weekly 
community fireside, at which three 
people immediately accepted the Faith. 

• 
A teaching campaign held last Au

gust in Madagascar led to the enroll
ment of 724 new Baha'{s. About 40 Ba
ha'is from Reunion, Mauritius, the 
Seychelles and France traveled to Mad
agascar to help in the campaign. 

Among those who enrolled was a 
philosophy teacher who wants to teach 
those in his class about the Faith. His 
wife also accepted the Faith, and the 
couple has offered their home for Ba
ba'i meetings. 

The entire population of the village 
of Beravna embraced the Cause. Their 
first action as a Baba'i community was 
to lay a foundation stone for their Ba
ha'i Center. 

Belize 
A report presented during the 24th 

annual Baba'{ National Convention in 
Belize announced that the .. Purest 
Branch" teaching campaign in that 
country had seen the enrollment of 
more than 1,000 people, primarily 
from among the Garifuna tribe, in the 
previous 63 days. 
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Universal House of Justice 

Its election, infallibility, and authority 

The following letter, addressed to a National Spiritual 
Assembly by the Universal House of Justice, appeared in 
Baha'i News No. 410 (May 1965). Although its purpose was 
to clear up questions raised immediately after the House of 
Justice was first elected in 1963, its contents are as timely to
day as they were then, and it is reprinted here for the edifi
cation of the friends and as an indispensable aid in deepen
ing on the Covenant of Bahd'u'lldh. 

• 
The National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Bahd'is of the Netherlands 
Dear Bahd'i Friends, 

We are glad that you have brought to our attention the 
questions perplexing some of the believers. It is much better 
for these questions to be put freely and openly than to have 
them, unexpressed, burdening the hearts of devoted believ
ers. Once one grasps certain basic principles of the Revela
tion of BaM'u'llah such uncertainties are easily dispelled. 
This is not to say that the Cause of God contains no mys
teries. Mysteries there are indeed, but they are not of a kind 
to shake one's faith once the essential tenets of the Cause 
and the indisputable facts of any situation are clearly under
stood. 

The questions put by the various believers fall into three 
groups. The first group centers upon the following queries: 
Why were steps taken to elect a Universal House of Justice 
with the foreknowledge that there would be no Guardian? 
Was the time ripe for such an action? Could not the Interna
tional Baha'i Council have carried on the work? 

The basis for election 
At the time of our beloved Shoghi Effendi's death it was 

evident, from the circumstances and from the explicit re
quirements of the Holy Texts, that it had been impossible 
for him to appoint a successor in accordance with the pro
visions of the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Baha. This 
situation, in which the Guardian died without being able to 
appoint a successor, presented an obscure question not cov
ered by the explicit Holy Text, and had to be referred to the 
Universal House of Justice. The friends should clearly un
derstand that before the election of the Universal House of 
Justice there was no knowledge that there would be no 
Guardian. There could not have been any such foreknowl
edge, whatever opinions individual believers may have held. 
Neither the Hands of the Cause of God, nor the Interna
tional BaM'i Council, nor any other existing body could 
make a decision upon this all-important matter. Only the 
House of Justice had authority to pronounce upon it. This 
was one urgent reason for calling the election of the Uni
versal House of Justice as soon as possible. 

Following the passing of Shoghi Effendi the international 
administration of the Faith was carried on by the Hands of 
the Cause of God with the complete agreement and loyalty 
of the National Spiritual Assemblies and the body of the be
lievers. This was in accordance with the Guardian's desig
nation of the Hands as the "Chief Stewards of BaM'
u'llah's embryonic World Commonwealth." 

From the outset of their custodianship of the Cause of 
God, the Hands realized that since they had no certainty of 
divine guidance such as is incontrovertibly assured to the 
Guardian and to the Universal House of Justice, their one 
safe course was to follow with undeviating firmness the in
structions and policies of Shoghi Effendi. The entire history 
of religion shows no comparable record of such strict self
discipline, such absolute loyalty and such complete self
abnegation by the leaders of a religion finding themselves 
suddenly deprived of their divinely inspired guide. The debt 
of gratitude which mankind for generations, nay, ages to 
come, owes to this handful of grief-stricken, steadfast, 
heroic souls is beyond estimation. 

The Guardian had given the Baha'i world explicit and 
detailed plans covering the period until RiQvan 1963, the 
end of the Ten Year Crusade. From that point onward, un
less the Faith were to be endangered, further divine guid
ance was essential. This was the second pressing reason for 
the calling of the election of the Universal House of Justice. 
The rightness of the time was further confirmed by refer
ences in Shoghi Effendi's letters to the Ten Year Crusade's 
being followed by other plans under the direction of the 
Universal House of Justice. One such reference is the fol
lowing passage from a letter addressed to the National Spir
itual Assembly of the British Isles on February 25, 1951, 
concerning its Two Year Plan which immediately preceded 
the Ten Year Crusade: 

"On the success of this enterprise, unprecedented in its 
scope, unique in its character and immense in its spiritual 
potentialities, must depend the initiation, at a later period in 
the Formative Age of the Faith, of undertakings embracing 
within their range all National Assemblies functioning 
throughout the BaM'i world, undertakings constituting in 
themselves a prelude to the launching of world-wide enter
prises destined to be embarked upon, in future epochs of 
that same Age, by the Universal House of Justice, that will 
symbolize the unity and co-ordinate the activities of these 
National Assemblies." 

Having been in charge of the Cause of God for six years, 
the Hands, with absolute faith in the Holy Writings, called 
upon the believers to elect the Universal House of Justice, 
and even went so far as to ask that they themselves be not 
voted for. The sole, sad instance of anyone succumbing to 
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the allurements of power was the pitiful attempt of Charles 
Mason Remey to usurp the Guardianship. 

The following excerpts from a Tablet of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
state clearly and emphatically the principles with which the 
friends are already familiar from the Will and Testament of 
the Master and the various letters of Shoghi Effendi, and 
explain the basis for the election of the Universal House of 
Justice. This Tablet was sent to Persia by the beloved Guar
dian himself, in the early years of his ministry, for circula
tion among the believers. 

" .. .jor 'Abdu'I-Bahd is in a tempest of dangers and in
finitely abhors differences of opinion . ... Praise be to God, 
there are no grounds for differences. 

"The Bdb, the Exalted One, is the Morn of Truth, the 
splendor of Whose light shineth through all regions. He is 
also the Harbinger of the Most Great Light, the Abhd 
Luminary. The Blessed Beauty is the One promised by the 
sacred books of the past, the revelation of the Source of 
light that shone upon Mount Sinai, Whose fire glowed in 
the midst of the Burning Bush. We are, one and all, servants 
of Their threshold, and stand each as a lowly keeper at 
Their door. 

"My purpose is this, that ere the expiration of a thousand 
years, no one has the right to utter a single word, even to 
claim the station of the Guardianship. The Most Holy Book 
is the Book to which all peoples shall refer, and in it the 
Laws of God have been revealed. Laws not mentioned in the 
Book should be referred to the decision of the Universal 
House of Justice. There will be no grounds for difference. 
. . .Beware, beware lest anyone create a rift or stir up sedi
tion. Should there be differences of opinion, the Supreme 
House of Justice would immediately resolve the problems. 
Whatever will be its decision, by majority vote, shall be the 
real truth, inasmuch as that House is under the protection, 
unerring guidance and care of the One True Lord. He shall 
guard it from error and will protect it under the wing of His 
sanctity and infallibility. He who opposes it is cast out and 
will eventually be of the defeated. 

"The Supreme House of Justice should be elected accord
ing to the system followed in the election of the parliaments 
of Europe. And when the countries would be guided the 
Houses of Justice of the various countries would elect the 
Supreme House of Justice. 

"A t whatever time all the beloved of God in each country 
appoint their delegates, and these in turn elect their repre
sentatives, and these representatives elect a body, that body 
shall be regarded as the Supreme House of Justice. 

"The establishment of that House is not dependent upon 
the conversion of all the nations of the world. For example, 
if conditions were favorable and no disturbances would be 
caused, the friends in Persia would elect their representa
tives, and likewise the friends in America, in India and other 
areas would also elect their representatives, and these would 
elect a House of Justice. That House of Justice would be the 
Supreme House of Justice. That is all. " (Persian and Arabic 
Tablets of 'Abdu'I-Bahd, Vol. III, pp. 499-501) 

The friends should realize that there is nothing in the 
Texts to indicate that the election of the Universal House of 
Justice could be called only by the Guardian. On the con
trary, 'Abdu'l-Baha envisaged the calling of its election in 
His own lifetime. At a time described by the Guardian as 
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"the darkest moments of His (the Master's) life, under 
'Abdu'l-Hamid's regime, when He stood to be deported to 
the most inhospitable regions of Northern Africa," and 
when even His life was threatened, 'Abdu'I-BaM wrote to 
Haji Mirza Taqi Afnan, the cousin of the Bab and chief 
builder of the Ishqabad Temple, commanding him to ar
range for the election of the Universal House of Justice 
should the threats against the Master materialize. The sec
ond part of the Master's Will is also relevant to such a situa
tion and should be studied by the friends. 
The infallibility 

The second series of problems vexing some of the friends 
centers on the question of the infallibility of the Universal 
House of Justice and its ability to function without the pres
ence of the Guardian. Particular difficulty has been exper
ienced in understanding the implications of the following 
statement by the beloved Guardian: 

"Divorced from the institution of the Guardianship the 
World Order of Baha'u'llah would be mutilated and perma
mentiy deprived of that hereditary principle which, as 'Ab
du'I-BaM has written, has been invariably upheld by the 
Law of God. 'In all the Divine Dispensations,' He states, in 
a Tablet addressed to a follower of the Faith in Persia, 'the 
eldest son hath been given extraordinary distinctions. Even 
the station of prophethood hath been his birthright.' With
out such an institution the integrity of the Faith would be 
imperiled, and the stability of the entire fabric would be 
gravely endangered. Its prestige would suffer, the means re
quired to enable it to take a long, an uninterrupted view 
over a series of generations would be completely lacking, 
and the necessary guidance to define the sphere of the legis
lative action of its elected representatives would be totally 
withdrawn." ("The Dispensation of Baha 'u 'llab," in The 
World Order of Bahd'u'lltih, p. 148) 

Let the friends who wish for a clearer understanding of 
this passage at the present time consider it in the light of the 
many other texts which deal with the same subject; for ex
ample, the following passages gleaned from the letters of 
Shoghi Effendi: 

"They have also, in unequivocal and emphatic language, 
appointed those twin institutions of the House of Justice 
and of the Guardianship as their chosen Successors, des
tined to apply the principles, promulgate the laws, protect 
the institutions, adapt loyally and intelligently the Faith to 
the requirements of progressive society, and consummate 
the incorruptible inheritance which the Founders of the 
Faith have bequeathed to the world." (Letter dated March 
21, 1930, in The World Order of Bahd'u'lldh, p. 20) 

"It must be also clearly understood by every believer that 
the institution of the Guardianship does not under any cir
cumstances abrogate, or even in the slightest degree detract 
from the powers granted to the Universal House of Justice 
by Baha'u'llah in the Kitdb-i-Aqdas, and repeatedly and 
solemnly confirmed by 'Abdu'l-Baha in His Will. It does 
not constitute in any manner a contradiction to the Will and 
Writings of Baha'u'llah, nor does it nullify any of His re
vealed instructions. It enhances the prestige of that exalted 
assembly, stablilizes its supreme position, safeguards its 
unity, assures the continuity of its labors, without presum
ing in the slightest to infringe upon the inviolability of its 



clearly-defined sphere of jurisdiction. We stand indeed too 
close to so monumental a document to claim for ourselves a 
complete understanding of all its implications, or to pre
sume to have grasped the manifold mysteries it undoubtedly 
contains." (Letter dated February 27, 1929, in The World 
Order of Bahd'u'lIdh, p. 8) 

"From these statements it is made indubitably clear and 
evident that the Guardian of the Faith has been made the In
terpreter of the Word and that the Universal House of Jus
tice has been invested with the function of legislating on 
matters not expressly revealed in the teachings. The inter
pretation of the Guardian, functioning within his own 
sphere, is as authoritative and binding as the enactments of 
the International House of Justice, whose exclusive right 
and prerogative is to pronounce upon and deliver the final 
judgment on such laws and ordinances as Baha'u'llah has 
not expressly revealed. Neither can, nor will ever, infringe 
upon the sacred and prescribed domain of the other. 
Neither will seek to curtail the specific and undoubted au
thority with which both have been divinely invested." 
("The Dispensation of Baha'u'llah," in The World Order 
of Bahd'u'lldh, p. 150) 

"Each exercises, within the limitations imposed upon it, 
its powers, its authority, its rights and prerogatives. These 
are neither contradictory, nor detract in the slightest degree 
from the position which each of these institutions occu
pies." ("The Dispensation of BaM'u'llah," in The World 
Order of Bahd'u'lIdh, p. 148) 

"Though the Guardian of the Faith has been made the 
permanent head of so august a body he can never, even tem
porarily, assume the right of exclusive legislation. He can
not override the decision of the majority of his fellow-mem
bers .... " ("The Dispensation of Baha'u'llah," in The 
World Order of Bahd'u'lIdh, p. 150) 

Above all, let the hearts of the friends be assured by these 
words of Baha'u'llah: 

"The Hand of Omnipotence hath established His Revela
tion upon an unassailable, an enduring foundation. Storms 
of human strife are powerless to undermine its basis, nor 
will men's fanciful theories succeed in damaging its struc
ture. " (Quoted on p. 109 of The World Order of Bahd'
u'lIdh) 
and these of 'Abdu'l-Baha: 

"Verily, God effecteth that which He pleaseth; naught 
can annul His Covenant; naught can obstruct His favor nor 
oppose His Cause! He doeth with His Will that which pleas
eth Him and He is Powerful over all things!" (Tablets of 
"Abdu'I-Bahd, Vol. III, p. 598) 

It should be understood by the friends that before legis
lating upon any matter the Universal House of Justice 
studies carefully and exhaustively both the Sacred Texts and 
the writings of Shoghi Effendi on the subject. The inter
pretations written by the beloved Guardian cover a vast 
range of subjects and are equally as binding as the Text 
itself. 

There is a profound difference between the interpreta
tions of the Guardian and the elucidations of the House of 
Justice in exercise of its function to "deliberate upon all 
problems which have caused difference, questions that are 
obscure, and matters that are not expressly recorded in the 

Book. " The Guardian reveals what the Scripture means; his 
interpretation is a statement of truth which cannot be 
varied. Upon the Universal House of Justice, in the words 
of the Guardian, "has been conferred the exclusive right of 
legislating on matters not expressly revealed in the Baha'i 
writings." Its pronouncements, which are susceptible of 
amendment or abrogation by the House of Justice itself, 
serve to supplement and apply the Law of God. Although 
not invested with the function of interpretation, the House 
of Justice is in a position to do everything necessary to es
tablish the World Order of Baha'u'llah on this earth. Unity 
of doctrine is maintained by the existence of the authentic 
texts of Scripture and the voluminous interpretations of 
'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi, together with the abso
lute prohibition against anyone propounding "authorita
tive" or "inspired" interpretations or usurping the function 
of Guardian. Unity of administration is assured by the au
thority of the Universal House of Justice. 

Statements such as these indicate that the full meaning of 
the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'I-BaM, as well as an 
understanding of the implications of the World Order 
ushered in by that remarkable Document can be revealed 
only gradually to men's eyes, and after the Universal House 
of Justice has come into being. The friends are called upon 
to trust to time and to await the guidance of the Universal 
House of Justice which, as circumstances require, will make 
pronouncements that will resolve and clarify obscure mat
ters. 
The authority to expel 

The third group of queries raised by the friends concerns 
details of functioning of the Universal House of Justice in 
the absence of the Guardian, particularly the matter of ex
pulsion of members of the House of Justice. Such questions 
will be clarified in the Constitution of the House of .Justice, 
the formulation of which is a goal of the Nine Year Plan. 
Meanwhile, the friends are informed that any member com
mitting a "sin injurious to the common weal," may be ex
pelled from membership of the House of Justice by a ma
jority vote of the House itself. Should any member, God 
forbid, be guilty of breaking the Covenant, the matter 
would be investigated by the Hands of the Cause of God, 
and the Covenant-breaker would be expelled by decision of 
mitting a "sin injurious to the common weal" may be ex
pelled from membership of the House of Justice by a ma
case of any other believer. The decision of the Hands in 
such a case would be announced to the Baha'{ world by the 
Universal House of Justice. 

Weare certain that when you share this letter with the 
friends and they have these quotations from the Scriptures 
and the writings of the Guardian drawn to their attention, 
their doubts and misgivings will be dispelled and they will be 
able to devote their every effort to spreading the Message of 
Baha'u'llab, serenely confident in the power of His Cove
nant to overcome whatever tests an inscrutable Providence 
may shower upon it, thus demonstrating its ability to re
deem a travailing world and to upraise the Standard of the 
Kingdom of God on earth. 

With loving greetings, 
The Universal House of Justice 

Haifa, Israel 
March 9, 1965 
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Universal House of Justice 

Its relation to the Guardianship 

The following passages from a letter 
written by the Universal House of Jus
tice in response to questions asked by 
an individual believer about the rela
tionship between the Guardianship and 
the Universal House of Justicefirst ap
peared in Baha'i News No. 426 (Sep
tember 1966). 

• 
Dear BaM,[ Friend, 

. . . You query the timing of the elec
tion of the Universal House of Justice 
in view of the Guardian's statement: 
" ... given favorable circumstances 
under which the Baha'is of Persia and 
the adjoining countries under Soviet 
rule, may be enabled to elect their na
tional representatives ... the only re
maining obstacle in the way of the def
inite formation of the International 
House of Justice will have been re
moved." On April 19, 1947, the Guar
dian, in a letter written on his behalf by 
his secretary, replied to the inquiry of 
an individual believer about this pas
sage: "At the time he referred to Rus
sia there were Baha'is there, now the 
community has practically ceased to 
exist, therefore the formation of the 
International House of Justice cannot 
depend on a Russian N.S.A., but other 
strong N.S.A.s will have to be built up 
before it can be established." 

You suggest the possibility that, for 
the good of the Cause, certain infor
mation concerning the succession to 
Shoghi Effendi is being withheld from 
the believers. We assure you that 
nothing whatsoever is being withheld 
from the friends for whatever reason. 
There is no doubt at all that in the Will 
and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
Shoghi Effendi was the authority des
ignated to appoint his successor, but he 
had no children and all the surviving 
Aghsan had broken the Covenant. 
Thus, as the Hands of the Cause stated 
in 1957, it is clear that there was no one 
he could have appointed in accordance 
with the provisions of the Will. To 
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have made an appointment outside the 
clear and specific provisions of the 
Master's Will and Testament would 
obviously have been an impossible and 
unthinkable course of action for the 
Guardian, the divinely-appointed up
holder and defender of the Covenant. 
Moreover, that same Will had provid
ed a clear means for the confirmation 
of the Guardian's appointment of his 
successor, as you are aware. The nine 
Hands to be elected by the body of the 
Hands were to give their assent by 
secret ballot to the Guardian's choice. 
In 1957 the entire body of the Hands, 
after fully investigating the matter, an
nounced that Shoghi Effendi had ap
pointed no successor and left no will. 
This is documented and established. 

The fact that Shoghi Effendi did not 
leave a will cannot be adduced as evi
dence of his failure to obey Baha'
u'llah-rather should we acknowledge 
that in his very silence there is a wis
dom and a sign of his infallible guid
ance. We should ponder deeply the 
writings that we have, and seek to 
understand the multitudinous signifi
cances that they contain. Do not forget 
that Shoghi Effendi said two things 
were necessary for a growing under
standing of the World Order of Baha'
u'llah: the passage of time and the 
guidance of the Universal House of 
Justice. 
The infallibility of the Universal House 
of Justice within its ordained sphere 

The infallibility of the Universal 
House of Justice, operating within its 
ordained sphere, has not been made 
dependent upon the presence in its 
membership of the Guardian of the 
Cause. Although in the realm of inter
pretation the Guardian's pronounce
ments are always binding, in the area 
of the Guardian's participation in leg
islation it is always the decision of the 
House itself which must prevail. This is 
supported by the words of the Guar
dian: "The interpretation of the Guar-

dian, functioning within his own 
sphere, is as authoritative and binding 
as the enactments of the International 
House of Justice, whose exclusive right 
and prerogative is to pronounce upon 
and deliver the final judgment on such 
laws and ordinances as Baba'u'llah has 
not expressly revealed. Neither can, 
nor will ever, infringe upon the sacred 
and prescribed domain of the other. 
Neither will seek to curtail the specific 
and undoubted authority with which 
both have been divinely invested. 

"Though the Guardian of the Faith 
has been made the permanent head of 
so august a body he can never, even 
temporarily, assume the right of exclu
sive legislation. He cannot override the 
decision of the majority of his fellow
members, but is bound to insist upon a 
reconsideration by them of any enact
ment he conscientiously believes to 
conflict with the meaning and to depart 
from the spirit of Baba'u'llah's re
vealed utterances." 

However, quite apart from his func
tion as a member and sacred head for 
life of the Universal House of Justice, 
the Guardian, functioning within his 
own sphere, had the right and duty "to 
define the sphere of the legislative ac
tion" of the Universal House of Jus
tice. In other words, he had the author
ity to state whether a matter was or was 
not already covered by the Sacred 
Texts and therefore whether it was 
within the authority of the Universal 
House of Justice to legislate upon it. 
No other person, apart from the Guar
dian, has the right or authority to make 
such definitions. The question there
fore arises: In the absence of the Guar
dian, is the Universal House of Justice 
in danger of straying outside its proper 
sphere and thus falling into error? 
Here we must remember three things: 
First, Shoghi Effendi, during the 36 
years of his Guardianship, has already 
made innumerable such definitions, 
supplementing those made by 'Abdu'l-



Baha and by Baha'u'llah Himself. As 
already announced to the friends, a 
careful study of the Writings and inter
pretations on any subject on which the 
House of Justice proposes to legislate 
always precedes its act of legislation. 
Second, the Universal House of Jus
tice. itself assured of divine guidance, 

is well aware of the absence of the 
Guardian and will approach all matters 
of legislation only when certain of its 
sphere of jurisdiction, a sphere which 
the Guardian has confidently described 
as "clearly defined." Third, we must 
not forget the Guardian's written state
ment about these two institutions: 

"Neither can, nor will ever, infringe 
upon the sacred and prescribed domain 
of the other." 

Enactments oj the Universal House oj 
Justice are inspired and spiritual 

As regards the need to have deduc
tions made from the Writings to help in 
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the formulation of the enactments of 
the Universal House of Justice, there is 
the following text from the pen of 'Ab
du'l-Baha: 

uThose matters of major impor
tance which constitute the foundation 
of the Law of God are explicitly re
corded in the Text, but subsidiary laws 
are left to the House of Justice. The 
wisdom of this is that times never re
main the same, for change is a neces
sary quality and an essential attribute 
of this world, and of time and place. 
Therefore the House of Justice will 
take action accordingly. 

ULet it not be imagined that the 
House of Justice will take any decision 
according to its own concepts and 
opinions. God forbid! The Supreme 
House of Justice will take decisions 
and establish laws through the inspira
tion and confirmation of the Holy 
Spirit, because it is in the safekeeping 
and under the shelter and protection of 
the Ancient Beauty. and obedience to 
its decisions is a bounden and essential 
duty and an absolute obligation, and 
there is no escape for anyone. 

uSay, 0 People: Verily the Supreme 
House of Justice is under the wings of 
your Lord, the Compassionate, the 
All-Merciful. that is, under His pro
tection, His care, and His shelter; for 
He has commanded the firm believers 
to obey that blessed, sanctified and all
subduing body, whose sovereignty is 
divinely ordained and of the Kingdom 
of Heaven and whose laws are inspired 
and spiritual. 

UBriefly, this is the wisdom of re
ferring the laws of society to the House 
of Justice. In the religion of Islam, 
similarly, not every ordinance was ex
plicitly revealed; nay not a tenth part 
of a tenth part was included in the 
Text; although all matters of major im
portance were specifically referred to, 
there were undoubtedly thousands of 
laws which were unspecified. These 
were devised by the divines of a later 
age according to the laws of Islamic ju
risprudence, and individual divines 
made conflicting deductions from the 
original revealed ordinances. All these 
were enforced. Today this process of 
deduction is the right of the body of 
the House of Justice, and the deduc
tions and conclusions of individual 
learned men have no authority. unless 
they are endorsed by the House of Jus-
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tice. The difference is precisely this, 
that from the conclusions and endorse
ments of the body of the House of Jus
tice whose members are elected by and 
known to the worldwide Bahd'i com
munity, no differences will arise; 
whereas the conclusions of individual 
divines and scholars would definitely 
lead to differences. and result in 
schism, division and dispersion. The 
oneness of the Word would be destroy
ed, the unity of the Faith would dis
appear, and the edifice of the Faith of 
God would be shaken. " 

Ensures continuity of authority which 
flows from the Source of our Faith 

In the Order of Baha'u'lhlh there are 
certain functions which are reserved to 
certain institutions, and others which 
are shared in common, even though 
they may be more in the special prov
ince of one or the other. For example, 
although the Hands of the Cause of 
God have the specific functions of pro
tection and propagation, and are 
specialized for these functions, it is 
also the spiritUal duty of the Universal 
House of Justice and the Spiritual As
semblies to protect and teach the 
Cause-indeed teaching is a sacred ob
ligation placed upon every believer by 
Bah4'u'llah. Similarly, although after 
the Master authoritative interpretation 
was exclusively vested in the Guardian, 
and although legislation is exclusively 
the function of the Universal House of 
Justice, these two institutions are, in 
Shoghi Effendi's words, "complemen
tary in their aim and purpose." "Their 
common, their fundamental object is 
to ensure the continuity of that divine
ly-appointed authority which flows 
from the Source of our Faith, to safe
guard the unity of its followers and to 
maintain the integrity and flexibility of 
its teachings." Whereas the Universal 
House of Justice cannot undertake any 
function which is exclusively apper
tained to the Guardian, it must contin
ue to pursue the objective which it 
shares in common with the Guardian
ship. 

As you point out with many quota
tions, Shoghi Effendi repeatedly stress
ed the inseparability of these two in
stitutions. Whereas he obviously envis
aged their functioning together, it can
not logically be deduced from this that 
one is unable to function in the absence 
of the other. During the whole 36 years 

of his Guardianship, Shoghi Effendi 
functioned without the Universal 
House of Justice. Now the Universal 
House of Justice must function with
out the Guardian, but the principle of 
inseparability remains. The Guardian
ship does not lose its significance nor 
position in the Order of Baha'u'llah 
merely because there is no living Guar
dian. We must guard against two ex
tremes: one is to argue that because 
there is no Guardian all that was writ
ten about the Guardianship and its 
position in the Baha'i World Order is a 
dead letter and was unimportant; the 
other is to be so overwhelmed by the 
significance of the Guardianship as to 
underestimate the strength of the Cov
enant, or to be tempted to compromise 
with the clear texts in order to find 
somehow, in some way, a "Guar
dian." 

This is God's Cause: its light will not 
fail 

Service to the Cause of God requires 
absolute fidelity and integrity and un
wavering faith in Him. No good but 
only evil can come from taking the re
sponsibility for the future of God's 
Cause into our own hands and trying 
to force it into ways that we wish it to 
go regardless of the clear texts and -our 
own limitations. It is His Cause. He 
has promised that its light will not fail. 
Our part is to cling tenaciously to the 
revealed Word and to the Institutions 
that He has created to preserve His 
Covenant. 

It is precisely in this connection that 
the believers must recognize the impor
tance of intellectual honesty and hu
mility. In past dispensations many er
rors arose because the believers in 
God's Revelation were over-anxious to 
encompass the Divine Message within 
the framework of their limited under
standing, to define doctrines where 
definition was beyond their power, to 
explain mysteries which only the wis
dom and experience of a later age 
would make comprehensible, to argue 
that something was true because it ap
peared desirable and necessary. Such 
compromises with essential truth, such 
intellectual pride, we must scrupu
lously avoid. 

If some the statements of the Univer
sal House of Justice are not detailed 
the friends should realize that the cause 



of this is not secretiveness, but rather 
the determination of this body to re
frain from interpreting the teachings 
and to preserve the truth of the Guar
dian's statement that "Leaders of re
ligion, exponents of political theories, 
governors of human institutions . . . 
need have no doubt or anxiety regard
ing the nature, the origin or validity of 
the institutions which the adherents of 
the Faith are building up throughout 
the world. For these lie embedded in 
the teachings themselves, unadulter
ated and unobscured by unwarranted 
inferences, or unauthorized interpreta
tions of His Word." 

Distinction between authoritative and 
individual interpretation 

A clear distinction is made in our 
Faith between authoritative interpreta
tion and the interpretation or under
standing that each individual arrives at 
for himself from his study of its teach
ings. While the former is confined to 
the Guardian, the latter, according to 
the guidance given to us by the Guar
dian himself, should by no means be 
suppressed. In fact, such individual in
terpretation is considered the fruit of 
man's rational power and conducive to 
a better understanding of the teach
ings, provided that no disputes or argu
ments arise among the friends and the 
individual himself understands and 
makes it clear that his views are merely 
his own. Individual interpretations 
continually change as one grows in 
comprehension of the teachings. As 
Shoghi Effendi wrote: "To deepen in 
the Cause means to read the writings of 
Baha'u'llah and the Master so thor
oughly as to be able to give it to others 
in its pure form. There are many who 
have some superficial idea of what the 
Cause stands for. They, therefore, pre
sent it together with all sorts of ideas 
that are their own. As the Cause is still 
in its early days we must be most care
fullest we fall into this error and injure 
the Movement we so much adore. 
There is no limit to the study of the 
Cause. The more we read the Writings, 
the more truth we can find in Them, 
the more we will see that our previous 
notions were erroneous." So, although 
individual insights can be enlightening 
and helpful, they can also be mislead
ing. The friends must therefore learn to 
listen to the views of others without be
ing over-awed or allowing their faith to 

be shaken, and to express their own 
views without pressing them on their 
fellow Baha'is. 

The Cause of God is organic, grow
ing and developing like a living being. 
Time and again it has faced crises 
which have perplexed the believers, but 
each time the Cause, impelled by the 
immutable purpose of God, overcame 
the crisis and went on to greater 
heights. 
'Unto the Most Holy Book everyone 
must turn' 

However great may be our inability 
to understand the mystery and the im
plications of the passing of Shoghi Ef
fendi, the strong cord to which all must 
cling with assurance is the Covenant. 
The emphatic and vigorous language 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Will and Testament 
is at this time, as at the time of His own 
passing, the safeguard of the Cause: 

"Unto the Most Holy Book every 
one must turn and all that is not ex
pressly recorded therein must be re
ferred to the Universal House of Jus
tice. That which this body, whether 
unanimously or by a majority doth 
carry, that is verily the Truth and the 
Purpose of God Himself. Whoso doth 
deviate therefrom is verily of them that 
love discord, hath shown forth malice, 
and turned away from the Lord of the 
Covenant. " And again: "All must seek 
guidance and turn unto the Center of 
the Cause and the House of Justice. 
And he that turneth unto whatsoever 
else is indeed in grievous error. " 

The Universal House of Justice, 
which the Guardian said would be re
garded by posterity as "the last refuge 
of a tottering civilization" is now, in 
the absence of the Guardian, the sole 
infallibly guided institution in the 
world to which all must turn, and on it 
rests the responsibility for ensuring the 
unity and progress of the Cause of God 
in accordance with the revealed Word. 
There are statements from the Master 
and the Guardian indicating that the 
Universal House of Justice, in addition 
to being the Highest Legislative Body 
of the Faith, is also the body to which 
all must turn, and is the "apex" of the 
Baha'i Administrative Order, as well as 
the "supreme organ of the Baha'i 
Commonwealth." The Guardian has 
in his writings specified for the House 
of Justice such fundamental functions 
as the formulation of future world-

wide teaching plans, the conduct of the 
administrative affairs of the Faith, and 
the guidance, organization and unifica
tion of the affairs of the Cause 
throughout the world. Furthermore, in 
God Passes By the Guardian makes the 
following statement: "The Kit<ib-i-Aq
das . . . not only preserves for poster
ity the basic laws and ordinances on 
which the fabric of His future World 
Order must rest, but ordains, in addi
tion to the function of interpretation 
which it confers upon His Successor, 
the necessary institutions through 
which the integrity and unity of His 
Faith can alone be safeguarded." He 
has also, in "The Dispensation of 
Baha 'u 'lhih," written that the mem
bers of the Universal House of Justice 
"and not the body of those who either 
directly or indirectly elect them, have 
thus been made the recipients of the 
divine guidance which is at once the 
life-blood and ultimate safeguard of 
this Revelation." 

As the Universal House of Justice 
has already announced, it cannot legis
late to make possible the appointment 
of a successor to Shoghi Effendi, nor 
can it legislate to make possible the ap
pointment of any more Hands of the 
Cause, but it must do everything within 
its power to ensure the performance of 
all those functions which it shares with 
these two mighty Institutions. It must 
make provision for the proper dis
charge in future of the functions of 
protection and propagation, which the 
administrative bodies share with the 
Guardianship and the Hands of the 
Cause; it must, in the absence of the 
Guardian, receive and disburse the Hu
ququ'IIlih, in accordance with the fol
lowing statement of 'Abdu'l-Baha: 
"Disposition of the Huquq, wholly or 
partly, is permissible, but this should 
be done by permission of the authority 
in the Cause to whom it must turn. "; it 
must make provision in its Constitu
tion for the removal of any of its mem
bers who commit a sin "injurious to 
the common weal." Above all, it must, 
with perfect faith in Baha'u'IIah, pro
claim His Cause and enforce His Law 
so that the Most Great Peace shall be 
firmly established in this world and the 
foundation of the Kingdom of God on 
earth shall be accomplished. 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
The Universal House of Justice 

May 27, 1966 
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The Counsellors 

The 'rulers' and the 'learned' 

The following letter from the Uni
versal House of Justice, dated April 
24, 1972, is reprinted from Baha'i 
News No. 495 (June 1972). 

• 
To the Continental Boards of 
Counsellors and National Spiritual 
Assemblies 
Beloved Friends, 

Recently we have received queries 
from several sources about the nature 
of the Institution of the Continental 
Boards of Counsellors and its relation
ship to the Institution of the Hands of 
the Cause, and we feel it is timely for 
us to give further elucidation. 

As with so many aspects of the Ad
ministrative Order, understanding this 
subject will develop and clarify with 
the passage of time as that Order grows 
organically in response to the power 
and guidance of Almighty God and in 
accordance with the needs of a rapidly 
developing world-wide community. 
However, certain aspects are already so 
clear as to require a proper understand
ing by the friends. 

In the Kitdb-i- <Ahd (the Book of His 
Covenant), Baha'u'llah wrote: "Bless
ed are the rulers and the learned in A1-
Baha," and referring to this very pas
sage the beloved Guardian wrote on 
November 4, 1931: 

"In this holy cycle the 'learned' are, 
on the one hand, the Hands of the 
Cause of God, and, on the other, the 
teachers and diffusers of His teachings 
who do not rank as Hands but who 
have attained an eminent position in 
the teaching work. As to the 'rulers,' 
they refer to the members of the local, 
National and International Houses of 
Justice. The duties of each of these 
souls will be determined in the future. " 
(Translated from the Persian) 

The Hands of the Cause of God, the 
Counsellors and the members of the 
Auxiliary Boards fall within the defini
tion of the "learned" given by the be
loved Guardian. Thus they are all in-
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timately interrelated and it is not incor
rect to refer to the three ranks collec
tively as one institution. 

However, each is also a separate in
stitution in itself. The Institution of the 
Hands of the Cause of God was 
brought into being in the time of BaM
'u'llah, and when the Administrative 
Order was proclaimed and formally es
tablished by 'Abdu'I-Baha in His Will, 
it became an auxiliary institution of the 
Guardianship. The Auxiliary Boards, 
in their tum, were brought into being 
by Shoghi Effendi as an auxiliary insti
tution of the Hands of the Cause. 

When, following the passing of 
Shoghi Effendi, the Universal House 
of Justice decided that it could not leg
islate to make possible the appoint
ment of further Hands of the Cause, it 
became necessary for it to create a new 
institution, appointed by itself, to ex
tend into the future the functions of 
protection and propagation vested in 
the Hands of the Cause and, with that 
in view, so to develop the Institution of 
the Hands that it could nurture the new 
institution and function in close collab
oration with it as long as possible. It 
was also vital so to arrange matters as 
to make the most effective use of the 
unique services of the Hands them
selves. 

The first step in this development 
was taken in November 1964 when the 
Universal House of Justice formally re
lated the Institution of the Hands to 
itself by stating that "Responsibility 
for decisions on matters of general pol
icy affecting the institution of the 
Hands of the Cause, which was for
merly exercised by the beloved Guar
dian, now devolves upon the Universal 
House of Justice as the supreme and 
central institution of the Faith to which 
all must turn." At that time the num
ber of members of the Auxiliary 
Boards was increased from 72 to 135, 
and the Hands of the Cause in each 
continent were called upon to appoint 

one or more members of their Auxil
iary Boards to act in an executive ca
pacity on behalf of and in the name of 
each Hand, thereby assisting him in 
carrying out his work. 

In June 1968 the Institution of the 
Continental Boards of Counsellors was 
brought into being, fulfilling the goal 
of extending the aforementioned func
tions of the Hands into the future, and 
this momentous decision was accompa
nied by the next step in the develop
ment of the Institution of the Hands of 
the Cause: the continental Hands were 
to serve henceforth on a world-wide 
basis and to operate individually in 
direct relationship to the Universal 
House of Justice; the Hands ceased to 
be responsible for the direction of the 
Auxiliary Boards, which became an 
auxiliary institution of the Continental 
Boards of Counsellors; the Hands of 
the Cause residing in the Holy Land 
were given the task of acting as liaison 
between the Universal House of Justice 
and the Boards of Counsellors; and the 
working inter-relationships between 
the Hands and the Boards of Counsel
lors were established. Reference was 
also made to the future establishment 
by the Universal House of Justice, with 
the help of the Hands residing in the 
Holy Land, of an international teach
ing center in the Holy Land. 

In July 1969 and at Ri4v8n 1970, 
further increases in the numbers of 
Counsellors and Auxiliary Board mem
bers were made. 

Other developments in the Institu
tion of the Hands of the Cause and the 
Institution of the Continental Boards 
of Counsellors will no doubt take place 
in the future as the international teach
ing center comes into being and as the 
work of the Counsellors expands. 

We have noted that the Hands, the 
Counsellors and the Auxiliary Boards 
are sometimes referred to by the 
friends as the "appointive arm" of the 
Administrative Order in contradistinc-



tion to the Universal House of Justice 
and the National and local Assemblies 
which constitute the "elective arm." 
While there is truth in this description 
as it applies to the method used in the 
creation of these institutions, the 
friends should understand that it is not 
only the fact of appointment that par
ticularly distinguishes the institutions 
of the Hands, Counsellors and Auxil
iary Boards. There are, for instance, 
many more believers appointed to 
committees in the "elective arm" than 
are serving in the so-called "appointive 
arm." A more striking distinction is 
that whereas the "rulers" in the Cause 
function as corporate bodies, the 
"learned" operate primarily as indiv
iduals. 

In a letter written March 14, 1927, to 
the Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of Istanbul, the Guardian's secretary 
explained, on his behalf, the principle 
in the Cause of action by majority 
vote. He pointed out how, in the past, 
it was certain individuals who "ac
counted themselves as superior in 
knowledge and elevated in position" 
who caused division, and that it was 
those "who pretended to be the most 
distinguished of all" who "always 
proved themselves to be the source of 
contention." "But praise be to God," 
he continued, "that the Pen of Glory 
has done away with the unyielding and 
dictatorial views of the learned and the 
wise, dismissed the assertions of indivi
duals as an authoritative criterion, 
even though they were recognized as 
the most accomplished and learned 
among men, and ordained that all mat
ters be referred to authorized centers 
and specificied Assemblies. Even so, 
no Assembly has been invested with the 
absolute authority to deal with such 
general matters as affect the interests 
of nations. Nay rather, He has brought 
all the Assemblies together under the 
shadow of one House of Justice, one 
divinely-appointed Center, so that 
there would be only one Center and all 
the rest integrated into a single body 
revolving around one expressly-desig
nated Pivot, thus making them all 
proof against schism and division." 
(Translated from the Persian) 

Having permanently excluded the 
evils admittedly inherent in the institu
tions of the "learned" in past dispen
sations, Baha'u'llah has nevertheless 
embodied in His Administrative Order 

the beneficent elements which exist in 
such institutions, elements of which are 
of fundamental value for the progress 
of the Cause, as can be gauged from 
even a cursory reading of the Guar
dian's message of June 4, 1957. 

The existence of institutions of such 
exalted rank, comprising individuals 
who play such a vital role, who yet 
have no legislative, administrative or 
judicial authority, and are entirely de
void of priestly functions or the right 
to make authoritative interpretations, 
is a feature of Baha'i administration 
unparalleled in the religions of the 

past. The newness and uniqueness of 
this concept make it difficult to grasp; 
only as the Baha'i community grows 
and the believers are increasingly able 
to contemplate its administrative struc
ture uninfluenced by concepts from 
past ages, will the vital interdepen
dence of the "rulers" and the "learn
ed" in the Faith be properly under
stood, and the inestimable value of 
their interaction be fully recognized. 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
The Universal House of Justice 

Apri124. 1972 
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The Hands of the Cause of God 

An element of the new World Order 

Our understanding of the World Or
der of Baha'u'lhih is at best imperfect. 
Only gradually do we· begin to realize 
that it is an entirely new creation, bas
ed on a knowledge, infinitely beyond 
our comprehension, of man, his needs, 
and his destiny. We come to it stained 
with the prejudices of the various cul
tures in which we have been reared, 
and can but dimly perceive its prin
ciples and its implications. Thus, in the 
formative age of this new Dispensa
tion, blinded by the old and too im
mature to understand the new, we have 
the double task of clearing our hearts 
of all love and hate engendered by 
former cultures and deepening our 
knowledge of a System hitherto un
known in human experience. 
Established by Baha'u'l/tih 

The Institution of the Hands of the 
Cause of God is one of the elements of 
the World Order which we are familiar 
with and profit by but do not fully 
comprehend. Unprecedented in human 
history, it was one of the first of the in
stitutions of the Faith to be actually 
established when Baha'u'llah Himself 
appointed the first Hands of His 
Cause. Of these He wrote: 

"May My praise, salutations, and 
greetings rest upon the stars of the 
heaven of Thy knowledge-the Hands 
of Thy Cause-they who circled round 
Thy Will, spoke not save after Thy 
leave, and clung not save unto Thy 
hem. They are servants whose mention 
and praise are recorded in the Holy 
Writ, Thy Books and Tablets, wherein 
are extol/ed their services, victories, 
and high resolve. Through them the 
standards of Thy oneness were raised 
in Thy cities and realms, and the ban-

This article, "The Institution of the 
Hands of the Cause of God, " by Gar
reta Busey, is reprinted from Baha'i 
News No. 420 (March 1966). It was 
written before the creation in 1968 of 
the Continental Boards of Counsellors. 
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When in October 1957, in his 
last message to the Baha'i world, 
Shoghi Effendi augmented the 
number of Hands to 27, he re
ferred to them as the 'Chief 
Stewards of Baha'u'Uah's em
bryonic World Commonwealth.' 

ners of Thy sanctity were uplifted in 
Thy Kingdom. They utter not a word 
on any subject ere Thou hast spoken, 
for their ears are attuned to hear Thy 
Command, and their eyes are expec
tant to witness the effulgence of Thy 
Countenance. They are servants who 
have been well-favored, have attained 
Thy good-pleasure, and have arisen in 
Thy Cause. The people of the world, 
the denizens of the Kingdom, and the 
dwellers of Paradise and the Realm on 
High, and beyond them, the Tongue of 
Grandeur send salutations upon them. 
Praise be to Thee, 0 my God, that 
Thou hast aided me to make mention 
of them and to praise them for their 
stations in Thy Cause in Thy days. 

"No God is there save Thee, the 
Reckoner, the All-Knowing, the AI/
Wise." (Tablet of Baha'u'llah trans
lated in the Holy Land) 

Explained by 'Abdu'I-Bahti 
'Abdu'l-Baha, in His Will and Tes

tament, which was regarded by Shoghi 
Effendi as a supplement to the Kitdb-i
Aqdas, provided for the appointment, 
by the Guardian, of the Hands of the 
Cause of God and specified as their 
functions the protection and the pro
mulgation of the Faith. H. • • My ob
ject is to show that the Hands of the 
Cause of God must be ever watchful 
and so soon as they find anyone begin
ning to oppose and protest against the 
Guardian of the Cause of God cast him 
out from the congregation of the peo
ple of Bahd and in no wise accept any 

excuse from him. "(p. 12) 
"The obligations of the Hands of 

the Cause of God are to diffuse the Di
vine Fragrances, to edify the souls of 
men, and to be, at all times and under 
all conditions, sanctified and detached 
from earthly things. They must mani
fest the fear of God by their conduct, 
their manners, their deeds and their 
words. "(p. 13) 

In this document, the Hands of the 
Cause of God are referred to as "pil
lars" and are mentioned immediately 
after the Guardian and those of the 
"offshoots of the Tree of Holiness" 
who have stood firm in the Covenant. 
In the second paragraph 'Abdu'l-Baha 
praises them as those who have "de
clared His Proofs, proclaimed His 
Faith, published abroad His Law, de
tached themselves from all things but 
Him, stood for righteousness in this 
world, and kindled the Fire of the Love 
of God in the very hearts and souls of 
His servants." 
Appointed by the Guardian 

In conformity with the Will and Tes
tament of the Master, on December 24, 
1951, the Guardian announced the ap
pointment of the first 12 Hands of the 
Cause of God. Two months later, 
when he brought the number up to 19, 
he further clarified their station: 

"Members august body, invested in 
conformity with 'Abdu'l-Baha's Testa
ment, twofold sacred function, the 
propagation and preservation of the 
unity of the Faith of Baha'u'llah, and 
destined to assume individually in the 
course of time the direction of institu
tions paralleling those revolving 
around the Universal House of Justice, 
the supreme legislative body of the Ba
ha'i world, are recruited from all five 
continents of the globe and representa
tive of the three principal world relig
ions of mankind." (Messages to the 
Baha'i World, p. 21) 
Chief Stewards 

When in October 1957, in his last 
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message to the Baha'i world, Shoghi 
Effendi augmented the number· of 
Hands to 27, he referred to them as the 
"Chief Stewards of Baha'u'llah's em
bryonic World Commonwealth." His 
unerring foresight, his divinely inspired 
infallibility, is well illustrated by this ti
tle. A steward is one who takes charge 
of the running of a household or an es
tate. Less than a month after this mes
sage was written, when the believers 
had not yet recovered from the shock 
of the loss of their beloved Guardian, 
the Hands of the Cause of God were 
called upon to take authoritative 
charge of the affairs of the Baba'i 
world. In the interim between the pass
ing of the Guardian and the election of 
the Universal House of Justice, they 
protected the Faith by such actions as 
the expulsion of Covenant-breakers 
and the dissolution of the defecting 
National Spiritual Assembly of France, 
which they re-established by calling a 
new election. At the same time, they 
reassured the believers, stimulated 
them to unremitting activity in fulfill
ing the goals of the Guardian's Ten 
Year Crusade, arranged for a glorious 
celebration of the Centenary of Baba'
u'llah's declaration of His Mission, 
and conducted, according to strictest 
Baha'i principles, the election of the 
Universal House of Justice. 

In spite of their high station and the 
authority which, as Chief Stewards of 
the Faith, they have been called upon 
to exercise, the Hands of the Cause of 
God, like all the institutions of the 
World Order of Baha'u'llah, submit to 
certain limitations. Although they 
function under the Guardianship, they 
have no right to interpret the sacred 
Writings. Indeed, all such interpreta
tion came to an end with the passing of 
Shoghi Effendi. The Hands devote 
themselves to the protection and prop
agation of the Faith, and now, since 
the election of the Universal House of 
Justice, they are released from all ad
ministrative activity. 

Relation to the Universal House of 
Justice 

The relationship that exists between 
the two international institutions of the 
Baha'i Faith is one of the strongest 
proofs of the power of the Covenant. 
It was briefly defined by the Hand of 
the Cause Leroy loas at the Conference 
of the Hands of the Western Hemi-

sphere and their Auxiliary Board mem
bers in January 1964, when he said that 
the Institution of the Hands is the 
Remmant of the Guardian with the re
sponsibility of protecting and promul
gating the Faith and preserving its 
unity; it supports the pillar of the Uni
versal House of Justice. 

Discord between the Hands of the 
Cause and the Universal House of Jus
tice is inconceivable. The appreciation 
of the supreme authoritative body of 
the Baha'i administration for its sup
porting pillar, the Hands of the Cause, 
is beautifully expressed in a letter of 
the Universal House of Justice to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Netherlands, March 9, 1965. Among 
other things, it points out the undeviat
ing adherence of the Hands to the in
structions of Shoghi Effendi during 
their custodianship and says: "The en
tire history of religion shows no com
parable record of such strict self-disci
pline, such absolute loyalty and such 
complete self-abnegation by the leaders 
of a religion finding themselves sud
denly deprived of their divinely in
spired guide. The debt of gratitude 
which mankind for generations, nay, 
ages to come, owes to this handful of 
grief-stricken, steadfast, heroic souls is 
beyond estimation. " 

The Hands on their part have again 
and again in their correspondence with 
one another and with the believers ex
pressed their great joy that God has at 
last sailed His Ark on His Holy Moun
tain, as Baba'u'llah prophesied in the 
Tablet of Carmel. They take great 
pains to educate the friends to appre
ciate the majesty of its station by re
ferring to the House of Justice in their 
letters as "that Supreme, Infallible 
Body," "the source of all good and 
freed from all error." They show it the 
utmost respect. Any matter, for in
stance, which an individual Hand of 
the Cause feels should be brought be
fore it is respectfully submitted 
through their elected body residing in 
the Holy Land. 

A moving account of their first 
meeting with the newly elected Uni
versal House of Justice was offered by 
the Hand of the Cause Jalal Kbazeh on 
a visit to the United States last year 
(1965). When a spokesman for the 
House of Justice, in announcing a de
cision, began to cite passages from the 
Writings on which it was based, one of 

the Hands expressed the thought that 
the acts of that Supreme Body are di
vinely inspired and need no justifica
tion. Then one of the members of the 
Universal House of Justice, asking per
mission to speak for the whole, replied 
that this is indeed true. When the 
House acts as a body, its decisions are 
infallible and not to be questioned. 
And yet, he pointed out, the station of 
its individual members is lower than 
that of the Hands, each one of whom 
had been appointed by the beloved 
Guardian. 

The aristocratic principle 
Thus the Hands of the Cause of God 

are the most august individuals in the 
Baba'i community. They represent the 
aristocratic principle of the World 
Order of Baba'u'llall mentioned by the 
Guardian in The Dispensation of 
Bahd'u'lldh (p. 60). Each was chosen 
by the Sign of God on earth for the 
character and capacities which he pos
sessed, and each should be treated with 
great respect and reverence. 

This we forget in America, because it 
is our national habit to show respect to 
no one. Reared in a democratic society, 
which from its beginning has looked 
askance at the claims of an hereditary 
aristocracy, and increasingly informal 
in our way of life, we are inclined to 
neglect the courtesy due these great 
souls, especially when, in their humil
ity, they fail to demand it. That very 
humility is an evidence of their high 
station. It was one of the qualities of 
Baba'u'lhlh Himself, Who said: HI 
would love to lay My face upon every 
single spot of Thine earth, that per
chance it might be honored by touch
ing a spot ennobled by the footsteps of 
Thy loved ones!" (Epistle to the Son of 
the Wolf, p. 44) 

For one who is not a member of the 
Institution of the Hands of the Cause 
of God but has had the great privilege 
of working with it, the opportunity to 
see how the divine virtues are exempli
fied in the way it functions has been an 
illuminating experience. Although the 
Hands were given the duty by 'Abdu'l
Baba. of casting out from the congrega
tion of the people of Baba those who 
oppose the Covenant, they do not go 
about this in a summary or dictatorial 
fashion. On the contrary, with the nec
essary firmness they combine the ut
most patience, making every effort to 
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touch the heart of a defecting believer 
and to warn him of the gravity of his 
act before recommending to the World 
Centre his expulsion from the Faith. 

Demonstrate love 
The well-spring of all religion is love, 

and this the Hands of the Cause pour 
forth upon the believers in great abun
dance. It is an education in the Baha'i 
way of life to see how they follow the 
example of the Master and the beloved 
Guardian in their generous praise of 
the friends for their accomplishments, 
how wisely they ignore those errors and 
shortcomings which time and the grace 
of Baha'u'llah will correct. 

The promulgation of the Faith in
cludes not only giving the Message to 
the world (and this the Hands and their 
deputies, the members of the Auxiliary 
Boards, do in public talks and fire
sides) but also deepening the believers 
and, what is more difficult, arousing 
them to an awareness of their part of 
the Covenant, specified in the Master's 
Testament, the obligation of "one and 
all to bestir themselves and arise with 
heart and soul and in one accord, to 
diffuse the sweet savors of God, to 
teach His Cause and promote His 
Faith." (p. 10) 

We little realize the sacrifices the 
Hands of the Cause are continually 
making for us. The burdens under 
which they labor are heavy and un
remitting. Their correspondence with 
the World Centre, with the members of 
the Auxiliary Boards, and with individ
ual believers is enormous. They travel 
widely and as inexpensively as possible, 
spending themselves in an exhausting 
effort to arouse us from our apathy. If 
only we could realize that by a more ac
tive response we could keep a little 
longer this precious heritage from our 
beloved Shoghi Effendi! In spite of the 
illness of many of them, the Hands of 
the Cause are in ceaseless activity, jus
tifying the wisdom of the Guardian, 
who appointed them knowing that they 
could be trusted to fulfill the obligation 
laid upon them by the Master to 
"strive and endeavor to the utmost of 
their ability to diffuse the sweet savors 
of God, and to guide all the peoples of 
the world," and on all of us as well 
"not to rest for a moment, neither to 
seek repose." 

The A uxiliary Boards 
Less than a year after the appoint-
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ment of the first Hands of the Cause in 
our time, Shoghi Effendi called upon 
them to establish Auxiliary Boards, 
who were to act as their "adjuncts or 
deputies" in the promulgation of the 
Faith. Again, in October 1957, he an
nounced "a further expansion of the 
august institution of the Hands of the 
Cause, in view of the recent assump
tion by them of their sacred responsi
bility as protectors of the Faith," by 
the addition of Auxiliary Boards spe
cifically appointed for protection (al
though any of these "deputies, ad
visers, assistants" to the Hands may be 
called upon to perform either of the 
two functions of that institution). 
Now, with the growth of the Faith and 
the demands of the Nine Year Plan, the 
number of Auxiliary Board members 
has been doubled. 

These devoted servants work closely 
with the Hands of the Cause of God 
and receive their authority from them. 
They do not act without their permis
sion. They are their messengers, shut
tling back and forth to weave, through 
travel and correspondence, the web of 
loving unity which binds together the 
BaM'is of the world and to extend it to 
all mankind. They, too, by virtue of 
their appointment, through the Hands, 
partake of the aristocracy of the insti
tution they serve. 

The ceaseless activity of the Hands 
of the Cause and their Auxiliary Board 
members is made possible by the five 
Continental Funds, instituted for this 
purpose by the Guardian. These funds 
pay the necessary expenses of travel 
and correspondence of the institution. 
They do not provide the living expenses 
of the Hands nor do they supply the 
means of livelihood of the members of 
the Auxiliary Boards except tempora
rily when it is necessary for the ful
fillment of their duties. 

The Auxiliary Boards too have their 
limitations. They take no part in the 
administrative activities of the local 
and National Spiritual Assemblies, 
which alone have authority over the 
teaching of the Cause in their areas. 
They assist in this work only by invita
tion. Their primary functions are to aid 
the Hands of the Cause in the protec
tion of the Faith, to deepen the believ
ers, and to stimulate each individual to 
teach. 
The bounties oj this time 

Each period in the history of the 

Faith has its special bounties, which we 
tend to take for granted. Ours, in this 
historic period, are very great. We have 
seen the Ark of God launched upon 
Mount Carmel and are secure in its in
fallible guidance. We live in the time of 
the Hands of the Cause of God, the 
remnants of the beloved Guardian, ap
pointed individually by him. We can 
meet them personally and inhale the 
"divine fragrances" which they dif
fuse. We know the wholesome, the 
healing power which comes down to us 
from the unity of these two great insti
tutions of the Faith. The love, the mu
tual respect, the close cooperation, 
without a trace of envy or contention 
for power, demonstrated by the highest 
bodies in the Baha'i World Order, is 
unique in the annals of the world and is 
an example to Baha'is and non-Baha'is 
alike. 

As we purify ourselves from the mis
conceptions of the past, as we read and 
re-read the divine Writings, we become 
more deeply aware of the age in which 
we live and of Baha'u'llab's gifts to us 
at this particular time. Then we realize 
that these blessings are bestowed on us 
for one purpose only: that we may 
act-here and now. Only by action can 
we make them fully ours. 



The Counsellors 

Relationship to National Assemblies 

The following address concerning 
the relationship and functions of the 
Continental Boards of Counsellors and 
National Spiritual Assemblies, which 
was given by Counsellor Edna M. True 
at the North Atlantic Bahd'( Con
ference in Reykjavik, Iceland, on Sep
tember 5, 1971, is reprinted from Ba
ha'i News No. 490 (January 1972). 

• 
In his cablegram of June 4, 19S7, 

one of his very last messages to the Ba
ha'i world, the beloved Guardian call
ed, with marked emphasis, for the 
closest collaboration of the Hands of 
the Cause and National Spiritual As
semblies, referring to them as "the two 
Institutions occupying, with the Uni
versal House of Justice, next to the In
stitution of the Guardianship, (the) 
foremost rank in the divinely ordained 
administrative heirarchy of the World 
Order of Baba'u'llah." 

Continuing, in this same message, 
Shoghi Effendi asserts that "the secu
rity of our precious Faith, the preserva
tion of the spiritual health of the Ba
ha'i communities, the vitality of the 
faith of its individual members, the 
proper functioning of its laboriously 
erected institutions, the fruition of its 
worldwide enterprises, the fulfillment 
of its ultimate destiny, are all directly 
dependent upon the befitting discharge 
of the weighty responsibilities now 
resting upon the members of these two 
institutions . . ." (Messages to the Ba
M'( World, p. 123) 

Both the content and the tone of this 
vital message emphasize profoundly 
the great importance of our under
standing, as clearly as possible, the 
subjects we are now considering, 
namely, the functions and relation
ships of these two Institutions, as a 
necessary fust step toward realizing the 
nature and scope of the constant and 
close collaboration called for by the 
Guardian in this stirring message-a 
collaboration which is so essential to 

the health and progress of our beloved 
Faith. 

The most fruitful approach to our 
task, it seems to me, is to reflect to
gether on the true nature and theory of 
operation of Baba'u'llah's Administra
tive Order, of which all the institu
tions, including the two with which we 
are presently concerned, are insepara
ble, component parts. To do this, we 
must clear our minds of all former con
cepts of organization which we have 
heretofore experienced or known, and 
open our hearts, even more than our 
intellects, to a wholly new theory, com
pletely unique and different from any 
hitherto practiced, either in former re
ligious dispensations or governments. 
As the Guardian has told us: 

"A word should now be said regard
ing the theory on which this Adminis
trative Order is based and the principle 
that must govern the operation of its 
chief institutions. It would be utterly 
misleading to attempt a comparison 
between this unique, this divinely-con
ceived Order and any of the diverse 
systems which the minds of men, at va
rious periods of their history, have 
contrived for the government of 
human institutions." (The World 
Order of Bahd'u'lIdh, p. IS2) 

"The Administrative Order... it 
should be noted, is, by virtue of its or
igin and character, unique in the annals 
of the world's religious systems." (God 
Passes By, p. 326) 

It is the Guardian who, in his World 
Order Letters addressed to the early be
lievers-at the very beginning of his 
ministry-has, with such painstaking 
care, loving patience and understand
ing, clarified for us the vital necessity, 
the unique characteristics, the unimag
inable dynamic power, and assured ac
complishment of Baba'u'llah's Admin
istrative Order. It is through this inex
haustible source of infallible knowl
edge that we have been enabled to at 

least glimpse the character and manner 
of the operation of this unique instru
ment bestowed by God for the fulfill
ment of His ultimate purpose for man
kind. 

What, then, are the basic features of 
this supreme Administrative Order of 
Baha'u'1l8l1? 

That the "bedrock" on which it is 
founded is "God's immutable Purpose 
for mankind in this day." (The World 
Order of Bahd'u'lIdh, p. IS6) 

That it is divine in origin and author
ity. 

"It should be remembered by every 
follower of the Cause that the system 
of Baha'i Administration is not an in
novation imposed arbitrarily upon the 
Baha'is of the world since the Master's 
passing, but derives its authority from 
the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l
Baha, is specifically prescribed in un
numbered Tablets, and rests in some of 
its essential features upon the explicit 
provisions of the Kitdb-i-Aqdos. It 
thus unifies and correlates the prin
ciples separately laid down by Baha
'u'1l8l1 and 'Abdu'l-Baba, and is indis
solubly bound with the essential veri
ties of the Faith." (The World Order 
of BaM'u'lIdh, p. S) 

That it is vitally necessary. 
". . . the Spirit breathed by Baha

'u'1l8l1 upon the world ... can never 
permeate and exercise an abiding influ
ence upon mankind unless and until it 
incarnates itself in a visible Order, 
which would bear His Name, wholly 
identify itself with His principles, and 
function in conformity with His 
laws ... " (The World Order of BaM
'u'lIdh, p. 19) 

That it is unique and different from 
any other organization of the present 
or the past. 

That it operates solely on the spiri
tual principles and the laws embedded 
in the Teachings of Baba'u'llah. 

That it provides all the essentials for 
the establishment of the Faith and for 
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the fulfIllment of its ultimate purpose. 
" ... the apostles of Baha'u'UIih in 

every land ... have before them in 
clear, in unequivocal and emphatic lan
guage, all the laws, the regulations, the 
principles, the institutions, the guid
ance they require for the prosecution 
and consummation of their task. " 
(The World Order of Bahd'u'lIdh, p. 
21) 

In this Order personality and pres
tige, wealth, intellectual prowess and 
material power are not needed for its 
progress and success. In the words of 
the Guardian: 

". . . the Cause associated with the 
name of Baha'u'lllih feeds itself upon 
those hidden springs of celestial 
strength which no force of human per
sonality, whatever its glamor, can re
place; . . . its reliance is solely upon 
that mystic Source with which no 
worldly advantage, be it wealth, fame 
or learning, can compare; . . . it prop
agates itself by ways mysterious and ut
terly at variance with the standards ac
cepted by the generality of man
kind .... " (The World Order of 
Bahd'u'lIdh, p. 51) 

In contrast to the organizations of 
the world, the success and progress of 
the Baha'i Administrative System is 
through the spiritual growth and devel
opment of those who are responsible 
for the actual functioning of its institu
tions. Such development by the indiv
iduals is attained by following the spir
ituallaws and principles upon which it 
is based. 

It is vitally important for us to know 
and fully understand that the inexhaus
tible and dynamic spiritual power in
herently existing in this new World 
Order can only be released through the 
attainment and practice of spiritual 
qualities. The regenerating spirit of the 
Revelation of Baha'u'llah, flowing 
freely throughout this System, will 
continue to strengthen and renew those 
operating within it, enabling the Cause 
to progress to its ultimate purpose and 
mission. 

". . . This Administrative Order, as 
it expands and consolidates itself, 
will . . . demonstrate its capacity to be 
regarded not only as the nucleus but 
the very pattern of the New World 
Order destined to embrace in the full
ness of time the whole of mankind." 
(The World Order of Bahd'u'lIdh, p. 
144) 
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The Hand of the Cause of God Ho
race Holley, whom the Guardian called 
the "Champion Builder of the Admin
istrative Order," has said: 

"The administrative aspect of the 
Baha'i Cause is in reality no mere set of 
external regulations but the very fruit 
of its universal spirit. Baha'i adminis
tration is nothing less than a worldwide 
ethic, the special characteristic of 
which is to transform subjective faith 
into positive cooperative action-uni
fying the whole being of each believer 
through his unity with his spiritual 
brothers." (Introduction, Bahd', Ad
ministration, p. viii) 

How few are the specifIc administra
tive directives given by Baha'u'llah, 
'Abdu'l-Baha, and then the beloved 
Guardian; and in contrast, how de
tailed are the guidelines of how we are 
to serve I In delineating the spiritual 
qualities we should practice, the be
loved Master listed them as "condi
tions," and the Guardian pointed them 
out as being "obligations incumbent 
upon the members of consulting coun
cils"-thus implying that the desired 
results could not otherwise be obtain
ed. Let us briefly review some of these 
conditions: 

"The fIrst condition is absolute love 
and harmony amongst the members of 
the Assembly .... Should harmony of 
thought and absolute unity J?e nonexis
tent, that gathering shall be dispersed 
and that Assembly be brought to 
naught. 

"The second condition:-They must 
when coming together turn their faces 
to the Kingdom on High and ask aid 
from the Realm of Glory. 

"They must then proceed with the 
utmost devotion, courtesy, dignity, 
care and moderation to express their 
views. 

"They must in every matter search 
out the truth and not insist upon their 
own opinion. . . . 

"The honored members must with 
all freedom express their own thoughts, 
and it is in no wise permissible for one 
to belittle the thought of another, nay, 
he must with moderation set forth the 
truth, and should differences of opin
ion arise a majority of voices must pre
vail, and all must obey and submit to 
the majority .... 

"In short, whatsoever thing is ar
ranged in harmony and with love and 
purity of motive, its result is light, and 

should the least trace of estrangement 
prevail the result shall be darkness 
upon darkness .... " (Bahd', Admin
istration, p. 22) 

Let us remember that at the time of 
'Abdu'l-Baha's Ascension the organi
zation (of the World Order) was fully 
defined but not yet established. It be
came the responsibility and life work 
of the beloved Guardian to erect the in
stitutions of this Administrative Order, 
according to the laws and principles 
embedded in Baha'u'lllih's Revelation 
and the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
(The World Order of Bahd'u'lIdh, pp. 
147 and 195) 

Speaking of the Master's Will and 
Testament, the Charter of this new 
World Order, the Guardian wrote in a 
letter to an individual in March 1930: 

"The contents of the Will of the 
Master are far too much for the present 
generation to comprehend. It needs at 
least a century of actual working be
fore the treasures of wisdom hidden in 
it can be revealed. . .. " (Quoted by 
the Universal House of Justice in a let
ter dated December 7, 1969) 

Any review of the activities of the 
Faith during these 50 years since the 
Master's passing confIrms these state
ments, for we cannot help but be aware 
of two clear facts: 

1. That the functioning of this 
mighty Order is in its very, very begin
ning stages, and 

2. that we stand too close to the be
ginning of this unique System ordained 
by Baha'u'llah to be able to fully un
derstand its potentialities or the inter
relationships of its component parts. 

Dear friends, far from discouraging 
those who are presently serving in the 
Cause, these statements should spur 
them on to greater endeavor, and dec~ 
er faith. For throughout the Writings 
we are promised that through our in
creased efforts to function more and 
more according to the spiritual laws 
which govern the operation of this di
vine System, our understanding of its 
greatness and power will deepen, and 
our accomplishments will grow in qual
ity and extent. 

It is the process of applying these 
spiritual laws and ideas to every aspect 
of administration and of translating 
them into practical action that, to me, 
represents the greatest challenge facing 
the body of believers and particularly 
those who serve on the institutions of 



this Cause. To me also, it is this aspect 
of administration that is the least un
derstood and that most urgently re
quires our prayerful study and concen
trated efforts to comprehend and dem
onstrate. 

As we consider the functions of the 
two institutions before us, let us bear in 
mind, with particular emphasis, that 
they are severally component parts of 
the same living organism, and not sep
arate institutions each with its own ex
clusive, clearly dermed responsibilities. 
In fact, in reviewing the functions of 
the Continental Boards of Counsellors 
and National Spiritual Assemblies, we 
will find that while certain responsi
bilities have been assigned to each of 
these institutions, others are shared in 
common, even though these may be 
more in the special province of one or 
t4e other. 

The establishment of the Continen
tal Boards of Counsellors (11 in num
ber) was announced by the Universal 
House of Justice in its cablegram to the 
world dated June 21, 1968: 

"(We) rejoice (to) announce (the) 
momentous decision (to) establish 
eleven Continental Boards of Counsel
lors (for the) protection (and) prop
agation (of the) Faith .... (The) 
adoption (00 this significant step fol
lowing consultation with (the) Hands 
(of the) Cause (of) God ensures (the) 
extension (into the) future (of the) ap
pointed functions (00 their institu
tion .... Details (of these) new devel
opments (are) being conveyed by letter. 
Fervently supplicating (at the) Holy 
Threshold (for) divine confirmations 
(in this) further step (in the) irresistible 
unfoldment (of the) mighty Adminis
trative Order (00 Baha'u'll4h." 

In this cable, and in the letters which 
followed, the Counsellors are "charg
ed with specific functions relating to 
the protection and propagation of the 
Faith in the areas under their jurisdic
tion." The Universal House of Justice 
also stated: 

"They will operate in a manner sim
ilar to that set forth by the beloved 
Guardian for the Hands of the Cause 
in his communications outlining the re
sponsibilities they are called upon to 
discharge in collaboration with Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies. " (Letter of 
the Universal House of Justice to the 
Continental Boards of Counsellors, 
June 24, 1968) 

However, the responsibility for ex
pulsion and reinstatement remained 
vested in the Hands of the Cause: 

"The authority of expulsion and re
instatement will be exercised by the 
Hands of the Cause of God, subject in 
each instance to the approval of the 
Universal House of Justice." (Letter of 
the Universal House of Justice to the 
Continental Boards of Counsellors, 
June 24, 1968) 

In general, therefore, the functions 
of the Continental Boards of Counsel
lors included propagation of the Faith; 
protection of the Faith; appointment 
and direction of Auxiliary Board mem
bers; trusteeship of the Continental Ba
ha'i Funds; and consultation with the 
National Spiritual Assemblies. 

And, since the announcement stating 
the appointment of the Continental 
Boards of Counsellors ensures the ex
tension into the future of the appointed 
functions of the Institution of the 

Hands of the Cause, it is assumed that 
the following obligations of the Hands 
of the Cause, as set forth in the Will 
and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Baha, apply 
to them: to "diffuse the Divine Fra
grances"; to "edify the souls of men"; 
to "promote learning"; to "improve 
the character of all men," and "to be 
at all times and under all conditions, 
sanctified and detached from earthly 
things. They must manifest the fear of 
God by their conduct, their manners, 
their deeds and their words." (Will and 
Testament 0/ 'Abdu'I-Bahd, p. 13) 

In delineating the functions of the 
National Spiritual Assemblies, the 
Guardian has stated in general: 

Their immediate purpose is to stimu
late, unify and coordinate the manifold 
activities of the believers and the local 
Spiritual Assemblies; 

they exercise full authority over the 
local Spiritual Assemblies in their pro
vince; 

they are to initiate measures and di-
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reet in general the affairs of the Cause 
in the whole country or nation; 

they direct the vital matters affecting 
the interests of the Cause in their coun
try, such as the matter of translations, 
publications, the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar, 
organizing and administering the 
teaching work and other similar under
takings that stand distinct from strictly 
local affairs; and 

it is the members of the National 
Spiritual Assemblies throughout the 
world who elect the members of the 
Universal House of Justice. 

In addition, as revealed by Baba
'u'llah in His Most Holy Book: 

"It behooveth them to be the trusted 
ones of the Merciful among men and to 
regard themselves as the guardians ap
pointed of God for all that dwell on 
earth. It is incumbent upon them to 
take counsel together and to have re
gard for the interests of the servants of 
God, for His sake, even as they regard 
their own interests, and to choose that 
which is meet and seemly. . . ." (Ba
NJ', Administration, p. 21) 

The beloved Guardian emphasized 
that: 

"Theirs is the duty to purge once for 
all their deliberations and the general 
conduct of their affairs from that air of 
self-contained aloofness, from the sus
picion of secrecy, the stifling atmo
sphere of dictatorial assertiveness, in 
short, from every word and deed that 
might savor of partiality, self-centered
ness and prejudice. Theirs is the duty, 
while retaining the sacred and exclusive 
right of final decision in their hands, to 
invite discussion, provide information, 
ventilate grievances, welcome advice 
from even the most humble and insig
nificant members of the Baha'i family, 
expose their motives, set forth their 
plans, justify their actions, revise if 
necessary their verdict, foster the sense 
of interdependence and co-partner
ship, of understanding and mutual 
confidence between them on one hand 
and all local Assemblies and individual 
believers on the other." (Baha', Ad
mininistration, pp. 143-44) 

In considering the relationships of 
these two important institutions-the 
Continental Boards of Counsellors and 
the National Spiritual Assemblies-we 
should keep in mind that: 

Baha'i administration is founded on 
institutions, laws and principles em
bedded in Baha'u'llah's Revelation; 
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all of its institutions are divinely or
dained-are integral, inseparable com
ponents of a living organism, interde
pendent and inclusive, not independent 
and exclusive; and that 

the health, strength and success of 
each is closely affected by the condi
tion of the whole. As the Universal 
House of Justice has written: 

"The Baha'i world community, 
growing like a healthy new body, de
velops new cells, new organs, new 
functions and powers as it presses on to 
its maturity, when every soul, living for 
.the Cause of God, will receive from 
that Cause health, assurance, and the 
overflowing bounties of Baha'u'llah 
which are diffused through His divine
ly ordained Order." (Wellspring of 
Guidance, p. 38) 

In communications from the Univer
sal House of Justice since the appoint
ment by them of the Continental 
Boards of Counsellors-some of which 
have been addressed to the National 
Assemblies and the Boards of Coun
sellors jointly; others specifically to 
one or the other-the Supreme Body 
has explained and clarified many im
portant aspects of the relationships of 
these two institutions. 

It is completely clear that in Baha'i 
administration the National Spiritual 
Assemblies are the "administrators" 
of the affairs of the Cause in their re
spective countries. 

In one of the letters of the Universal 
House of Justice addressed to both the 
Counsellors and the National Assem
blies, it is clearly stated: 

"The Counsellors are responsible 
for stimulating, counseling and assist
ing the National Spiritual Assemblies, 
and also work with the individuals, 
groups and local Assemblies." (Letter 
dated October I, 1969) 

And further: 
"It is the responsibility of Spiritual 

Assemblies, assisted by their commit
tees, to organize and direct the teach
ing work, and in doing so they must, 
naturally, also do all they can to stimu
late and inspire the friends. . . . It is, 
however, inevitable that the Assem
blies and committees, being burdened 
with the administration of the teaching 
work as well as with all other aspects of 
Baha'i community life, will be unable 
to spend as much time as they would 
wish on stimulating the believers. 

"Authority and direction flow from 

the Assemblies, whereas the power to 
accomplish the tasks resides primarily 
in the entire body of the believers. It is 
the principal task of the Auxiliary 
Boards to assist in arousing and releas
ing this power. This is a vital activ
ity .... " 

In this same letter, the Universal 
House of Justice points out that: 

"Assemblies sometimes misunder
stand what is meant by the statement 
that Counsellors and Auxiliary Board 
members are concerned with the teach
ing work and not with administration. 
It is taken to mean that they may not 
give advice on administrative matters. 
This is quite wrong. One of the things 
that Counsellors and Auxiliary Board 
members should watch and report on is 
the proper working of administrative 
institutions. The statement that they do 
not have anything to do with adminis
tration means, simply, that they do not 
administer. They do not direct or orga
nize the teaching work nor do they ad
judicate in matters of personal conflict 
or personal problems .... If an Aux
iliary Board member finds a local Spir
itual Assembly functioning incorrectly 
he should call its attention to the ap
propriate Texts; likewise if, in his work 
with the community, an Auxiliary 
Board member finds that the teaching 
work is being held up by inefficiency of 
national committees, he should report 
this in detail to the Counsellors. . . . 
Similarly, if the Counsellors find that a 
National Spiritual Assembly is not 
functioning properly, they should not 
hesitate to consult with the National 
Spiritual Assembly in a frank and lov
ing way." 

Again, in this same letter, it says: 
"It is the Spiritual Assemblies who 

plan and direct the work, but these 
plans should be well known to the 
Counsellors and Auxiliary Board mem
bers, because one of the ways in which 
they can assist the Assemblies is by urg
ing the believers continually to support 
the plans of the Assemblies." 

And in a letter addressed to all Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies, the House 
of Justice stated: 

"With the rapid development of the 
work of the Continental Boards of 
Counsellors and their Auxiliary 
Boards, it is increasingly important 
that there be a maximal sharing of in
formation from each national commu
nity with them. Your most effective 



collaboration depends largely upon the 
thoroughness of your mutual exchange 
of information. . . . 

"We ask that you keep the Conti
nental Board of Counsellors of your 
area completely and specifically in
formed of national activities of teach
ing and consolidation through such ac
tions as placing the Board of Counsel
lors, and Auxiliary Board members as
signed to areas within your jurisdic
tion, on mailing lists for circular letters 
to local Spiritual Assemblies, schedules 
and programs of summer schools, con
ferences and institutes, etc." (Letter of 
March 25, 1969) 

In another letter sent on the same 
date to all Continental Boards of 
Counsellors, the Supreme Body stated: 

"Information transmitted by Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies and their 
committees to Continental Boards of 
Counsellors and their Auxiliary Board 
members should be as complete as pos
sible. Conversely, a maximum of ma
terial from the Counsellors and Aux
iliary Board members' reports should 
be made available to National Spiritual 
Assemblies. " 

In regard to conferences, the Hands 
of the Cause residing in the Holy Land 
wrote to the Continental Board of 
Counsellors in North America on 
March 14, 1971, as follows: 

". . . we felt it would be useful to 
distinguish between those conferences 
involving joint consultation of the 
Hands of the Cause, the Counsellors, 
the Auxiliary Board members and rep
resentatives of National Assemblies on 
the one hand, and on the other, the 
type of deepening conferences which 
are not primarily for consultation but 
which are designed to meet a need for 
deepening the believers, and the pro
grams of which are geared to this ob
jective. 

"In the case of the first category, 
that is, conferences called for joint 
consultation, these are very properly 
sponsored and called for or convened 
by Continental Boards of Counsellors. 

"In the case of other conferences for 
encouraging, inspiring or educating the 
friends, while it is highly desirable to 
call such conferences in cooperation 
with National Assemblies, each institu
tion supporting the other, the Conti
nental Boards of Counsellors are fully 
authorized to call conferences of this 
type when they deem them necessary. 

"The statement of principle outlined 
above makes it very clear that the spon
sorship of deepening conferences is a 
proper function of the Counsellors. As 
stated, it is highly desirable that pro
jects of this type be sponsored in coop
eration with the administrative bodies, 
but it is also clear that the House of 
Justice wishes the Continental Boards 
to be free to call conferences of this 
type when they deem them necessary, 
regardless of whether there is joint 
sponsorship. " 
Conclusion 

As important and necessary as is the 
understanding of the functions and 
specified relationships of these two in
stitutions, the Continental Boards of 
Counsellors and the National Spiritual 
Assemblies, the Writings of our Faith 
clearly show that of still greater import 
and significance is the spirit in which 
their members serve. When the rela
tionship between them is one of mutual 
understanding, of confidence and 
trust, of sincere love and cooperation; 
when in their deliberations and actions 
they are following the precepts and 
guidelines which have their source in 
divine wisdom and which have been so 
clearly and so fully delineated for 
them, any matters or questions which 
arise in regard to their respective func
tions can be frankly and openly dis
cussed and all issues easily and ami
cably resolved. 

Such a relationship, we must recog
nize, is unique to this divinely-ordained 
Administrative Order. The secular 
world is increasingly characterized by 
destructive competition between insti
tutions-when there are two legislative 
bodies, they maneuver against each 
other for power; legislative bodies 
compete with the judiciary and with 
the executive branch. 

In contrast, the relationship between 
Baha'i institutions is one of warm 
cooperation and collaboration, based 
upon genuine love and dedication to a 
common goal. It resembles a marriage, 
in that there is space for each partner 
to grow and develop; there is mutual 
respect and encouragement, and differ
ences are settled by taking counsel to
gether in an atmosphere of loving un
derstanding. 

So close are we all to the ways and 
standards of the world, it is difficult to 
wholly believe in the efficiency of spir
itual means for practical accomplish-

ments. Our human intellect can so eas
ily guide us other ways which, in its 
light, seem more desirable and effec
tive. In one of their precious messages 
(May 27, 1966), the Universal House of 
Justice gives us such understanding 
and wise counsel in this respect: 

"Service to the Cause of God re
quires absolute fidelity and integrity 
and unwavering faith in Him. No good 
but only evil can come from taking the 
responsibility for the future of God's 
Cause into our own hands and trying 
to force it into ways that we wish it to 
go regardless of the clear texts and our 
own limitations. It is His Cause. He 
has promised that its light will not fail. 
Our part is to cling tenaciously to the 
revealed Word and to the institutions 
that He has created to preserve His 
Covenant." 

And so, dear friends, we can see that 
such collaboration as the Guardian has 
asked for between the two institutions 
calls for far more than our human idea 
of cooperation-even loving coopera
tion. It is a matter of spiritUal growth, 
and for this, we need divine wisdom. 
But we are blessed, so greatly blessed 
to have for our assistance all the guid
ance needed. Ours is the clear task of 
striving to understand and obey that 
guidance. 

To all of the other qualities and vir
tues needed on our journey must be 
added faith-unshakable faith in 
BaM'u'llah's divinely ordained Ad
ministrative Order and in its inherent, 
dynamic spiritual power to fulfill every 
aspect of His worldwide Mission. As 
Shoghi Effendi so wisely counseled the 
early believers, soon after he became 
the Guardian of the Faith: 

"Is not faith but another word for 
implicit obedience, wholehearted alleg
iance, uncompromising adherence to 
that which we believe is the revealed 
and express will of God, however per
plexing it might first appear, however 
at variance with the shadowy views, the 
impotent doctrines, the crude theories, 
the idle imaginings, the fashionable 
conceptions of a transient and troub
lous age? If we are to falter or hesitate, 
if our love for Him ('Abdu'I-BaM) 
should fail to direct us and keep us 
within His path, if we desert Divine 
and emphatic principles, what hope 
can we any more cherish for healing 
the ills and sicknesses of this world?" 
(Bahd'l Administration, pp. 62-63) 
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In 1925, when the beloved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, 
expressed the hope that BaM'1 News would become' 'the 
foremost Babj'i Journal of the world," it was one of 
only a handful of Baha'i newsletters published any
where. To achieve that goal, the Guardian said, "it must 
combine the essential qualities of accuracy, readability, 
thoroughness, dignity and wisdom. It should become a 
great factor in promoting understanding, providing in
formation on BahIi'i activity, both local and foreign, in 
stimulating interest, in combating evil influences, and in 
upholding and safeguarding the institutions of the 
Cause. It should be made as representative as possible, 
should be replete with news, up-to-date in its informa
tion, and should arouse the keenest interest among be
Hevers and admirers alike in every corner of the globe." 

Throughout its more than 6S years of uninterrupted 
service to the friends around the world, BaM'1 News has 
strived to uphold and to mirror the lofty standards set 
for it by the Guardian. Today, however, with so many 
splendid local, national and regional Baha'i newsletters 
being produced, and with news from allover the globe 
disseminated on a regular basis from the World Centre 
through its International News Service, the need for a 
publication such as Bahd'l News has been greatly re
duced. Where once the entire Baha'i world depended on 
Bahd'l News for timely and accurate reports of events 
taking place in the far-flung outposts of the Cause, there 
now exist innumerable sources from which such reports 
can be obtained. 

BaM'1 News has now fulfilled its world-wide mission 
to proclaim and disperse the glad tidings of the growth 
and triumph of the Cause of God. As we move confi
dently into the fourth epoch of the Formative Age of the 

Faith, already marked by unparalleled progress and op
portunities, we note with considerable pride what has 
been accomplished since BaM'1 News first appeared in 
December 1924, and with unalloyed pleasure the large 
number of high-quality publications that have followed 
in its_ footsteps and are now well-prepared to carry for
ward the important work of informing and inspiring the 
friends in every land and leading the Cause to newer and 
higher plateaus of victory. 

It is with these heart-stirring changes in mind that the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the United States has de
cided to end publication of Bahd'l News with this issue 
and devote its resources more fully to the publication of 
its own national newspaper, The American Bahd'f. 
Those readers who have paid SUbscriptions into 1991 will 
soon receive notice from Baha'i Subscriber Service as to 
the amount of their refund. Subscribers may choose to 
accept the refund, donate that amount to the National or 
International Baha'i Fund, or transfer their subscrip
tions to The American Bahd'(, World Order or Brilliant 
Star magazine. 

We know that you have treasured and will greatly miss 
Bahd'l News. Our own sense of loss is no less acute. We 
will miss the joy and the excitement of producing it, as 
well as the contact, however indirect, it gave us with the 
worldwide Baha'i community. But our spirits are buoyed 
by the knowledge that many of you will remain with us 
as readers of The American Bahd'f. To you we pledge 
our efforts to maintain the high standards of quality and 
integrity enunciated by the Guardian, established by our 
predecessors at Bahd'f News and, we hope, upheld dur
ing our tenure of service to the Baha'i world through the 
pages of the magazine.-The editors 
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In memoriam 

A loving tribute to Mr. Featherstone 

The following biographical tribute to the Hand of the 
Cause of God H. Collis Featherstone, who died September 
29 while visiting Kathmandu, Nepal, was researched and 
written by Graham Hassall on behalf of the National Spir
itual Assembly of Australia, and is reprinted from the Oc
tober 1990 issue of The Australian Bah{n Bulletin . 

• 
The Baha'i world is mourning the loss of Collis Feather

stone, a treasured Hand of the Cause of God, following a 
heart attack in Kathmandu, Nepal, on September 29. He 
joins the distinguished company of fellow Hands of the 
Cause including John Esslemont, Keith Ransom-Kehler, 
Martha Root, Clara and Hyde Dunn, Dorothy Baker, A.Q. 
Faizi, Rahmatu'llah Muhajir, Leroy Ioas, Paul Haney and 
Ugo Giachery who died far from their native lands in the 
path of service to the Cause. 

For the Baha'is of Australia, New Zealand and the 
Pacific Islands, particularly, the passing of Collis Feather
stone marks a further stage in the closure of the period of 
their origins and early establishment-a period to which he 
contributed so profoundly. Born at Quorn, in the state of 
South Australia, on May 13, 1913, Harold Collis Feather
stone and his wife, Madge, were introduced to the Faith 
about 1944 by Bertha Dobbins. They became Baha'is in 
that year and were among the first "young people" to enter 
in the Adelaide community. 

Their physical vigor and spiritual energy vitalized the 
Adelaide Baha'is, just as Shoghi Effendi had hoped, and 
the Featherstone home in Albert Park soon became the 
focus of much teaching activity. In October 1945, Shoghi 
Effendi wrote to Collis and Madge his hope that the Spirit 
of Baha'u'liah might "bless and reinforce" their efforts, 
and aid them to "obtain a clearer understanding of the es
sentials of His Faith, and to advance its best interests, and 
contribute to the consolidation of its God-given institu
tions." At RiQvan 1946 the Featherstones helped establish 
the Woodville local Spiritual Assembly, the first such As
sembly to be formed aside from that for the city of 
Adelaide. 

From 1948, when Collis was first elected to the National 
Spiri~ual Assembly of Australia and New Zealand, national 
Baha'i responsibilities were added to those at local and 
regional levels; and with the commencement of the Ten 
Year World Crusade in April 1953, his international services 
rapidly multiplied. Collis and Madge were among the Aus
tralian contingent at the New Delhi conference called by 
Shoghi Effendi to launch the Crusade in Asia and the Pa
cific, and their pilgrimage, undertaken after the conference, 
produced bountiful consequences for the Pacific BaM'i 
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. . . Collis was the driving force behind the Asian 
Teaching Committee, which had been established 
. . . to assist the Crusade pioneers throughout the 
Pacific. 

communities as much as for the Featherstones themselves. 
In addition to their having the unique privilege of meeting 
and conversing with Shoghi Effendi, their pilgrimage al
lowed the Guardian to meet the man to whom he felt in
spired in October 1957 to cable the words "ANNOUNCE 
YOUR ELEVATION RANK HAND CAUSE CONFI
DENT NEW HONOR WILL ENABLE YOU RISE 
GREATER HEIGHTS SERVICE BELOVED FAITH. 
SHOGHI." 

But first, three frenetic years intervened. In 1954 Shoghi 
Effendi established "Auxiliary Boards" to assist the Hands 
of the Cause, and Clara Dunn, acting swiftly at the National 
Convention in 1954, appointed Collis Featherstone and 
Thelma Perks as the first two Auxiliary Board members for 
Australasia. Australian pioneers were departing for virgin 
and consolidation goals in Southeast Asia and the Pacific, 
and the Featherstones-like several other young couples
although constrained from also departing to distant goals 
by the need to care for their families, were able to contribute 
significantly to the administration of regional expansion. As 
Auxiliary Board members, Collis and Thelma helped Clara 
Dunn in her duties, often writing reports to the Guardian on 
her behalf. In addition to continued service on the National 
Assembly, Collis was the driving force behind the Asian 
Teaching Committee, which had been established by the 
National Assembly to assist the Crusade pioneers through
out the Pacific. The committee's newsletter, "Koala 
News," came to be treasured by the pioneers as a source of 
encouragement, and of the latest messages from Shoghi Ef
fendi. An important message that arrived in Adelaide dur
ing the day would be typed out by Madge, and rushed to the 
post office by Collis for posting before midnight. Both Col
lis and Thelma began to travel frequently to visit pioneers in 
the Pacific area and the first Pacific Island Baha'is. To do 
so, Collis had to rearrange his business affairs (he had risen 
through employment with an engineering company to be
come its co-owner) so as to allow himself greater freedom 
for travel. 

Shortly after the shock of his appointment as a Hand of 
the Cause in October 1957, Collis received the devastating 
news of Shoghi Effendi's untimely passing. It was then that 
the Hands' role as "chief stewards" of Baha'u'llah's em
bryonic World Order conferred on Collis, as on the entire 
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The Hand of the Cause of God Collis Featherstone and his 
wife, Madge, are pictured with some of the friends at a ref
ugee camp in Thailand during their tour of Southeast Asia 

institution of the Hands of the Cause, supreme and grave 
responsibilities for the protection and upliftment of the 
Cause of God. Collis traveled to Haifa with Clara Dunn for 
the first convocation of the Hands, and shared with the 
other Hands the anguish that accompanied the realization 
that Shoghi Effendi had not left a will, and that their own 
institution had consequently ended (since only the Guardian 
was empowered by the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
to appoint further Hands of the Cause of God). Upon com
pletion of an extensive search of the Writings concerning the 
formation of the Universal House of Justice and the institu
tion of the Hands of the Cause, the Hands announced after 
their 1959 conclave that the Universal House of Justice 
would be both elected and established on Mount Carmel at 
Ridvan 1963. The Hands ruled themselves ineligible for 
ele~tion to the supreme institution, and Collis resigned in 
September 1962 from the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Australia. 

During the Nine Year Plan and afterward, the work of 
the Hands of the Cause increased dramatically. Collis main
tained an 18-member Auxiliary Board (nine for propaga
tion, nine for protection), spread throughout the Pacific, 
until that function was assumed by a three-member Con
tinental Board of Counsellors for Australasia, first ap
pointed in 1968. After the Universal House of Justice 
shared with Collis in 1976 its hope that he could devote all 
his time and energy to Baha'i duties, he sold his business in
terest and the Featherstones moved to Rockhampton in 

...... 

in 1989. Mr. Featherstone was taken ill while visiting Nepal 
in September and passed away on September 29 in Kath
mandu. 

Queensland, from where his international duties continued 
to the last. While he traveled on all continents in the service 
of the Cause of God, he often expressed his special love for 
the Baha'i communities of the Pacific Islands and Southeast 
Asia. In a multitude of cultures, his special relationship with 
the Baha'is was wholly reciprocated. His visits to remote vil
lages, under the most arduous circumstances of climate, 
food, trans po ration and accommodation, nearly always ac
companied by Madge, endure in their memories. 

Who can adequately portray the unique qualities of such 
a man? He exemplified spirit in action. He was holy, active 
and practical, pure and radiant. He possessed authority, he 
inspired confidence, he showed love. He had the power of 
attraction. He had no peer in this region. Only future gen
erations will realize the fullness of his achievements. Across 
almost three decades he represented the Universal House of 
Justice at such significant Baha'i events as the dedication of 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkars, the formation of new National Spir
itual Assemblies, and the convening of international confer
ences; on many occasions he negotiated with heads of state 
and governments to secure the protection or the rights of 
Baha'i communities; on equally numerous occasions he vis: 
ited government and religious leaders as special representa
tive of the Universal House of Justice. The Australian Ba
ha'is extend their condolences to Collis' wife, Madge, to 
their children, Margaret, Joan, Kay, Mariette and Geof
frey, and their families. 
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World Centre 

Messages about the Arc and terraces 

"With feelings of profound joy an
nounce to followers of Baha'u'llab in 
every land that on morning of twenty
third May, one hundred and forty-six 
years after the Declaration of the Bab, 
work on the extension terraces com
menced .... Call upon friends every 
land rally support this sacred enterprise 
now inseparably linked with Arc Pro
ject express befittingly their awareness 
magnitude bounty conferred upon 
mankind by ministry and sacrifice 
Blessed Bab, demonstrate their com
mitment to Baha'u'llab's call in Tablet 
of Carmel to establish upon that 
Mountain Seat God's Throne and ful
fill, through their generous contribu
tions, 'Abdu'l-Baha's and Shoghi Ef
fendi's vision of efflorescence mighty 
institutions Faith on Mountain of the 
Lord." J 

The Mountain of the Lord 
"Nigh on one hundred years ago, 

Baha'u'llah walked on God's Holy 
Mountain and revealed the Tablet of 
Carmel, the Charter of the World Cen
tre of His Faith, calling into being the 
metropolis of the Kingdom of God on 
Earth. Through decades of oppression 
and !=xpansion, persecution and eman
cipation, His followers have success
fully labored to carry His message to 
the remotest regions of the earth, to 
erect the structure of His Administra
tive Order, and to proclaim to man
kind the divinely prescribed cure for all 
its ills .... 

"On this same Mount Carmel 'Ab
du'l-Baha, with infinite pains, raised 
the Mausoleum of the Bab on the spot 
chosen by His Father, and laid to rest 
within its heart the sacred remains of 
the Prophet Herald of the Faith, estab
lishing a Spiritual Centre of immeasur-

This article, "The Terraces and the 
Arc," is reprinted from the Baha'i 
Journal of the United Kingdom, Vol
ume 7, No.5 (August 1990). 
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'Five closely related projects de
mand our attention: the erection 
of the three remaining buildings 
on the Arc and, added now to 
these, the construction of the 
terraces of the Shrine of the Bab 
and the extension of the Interna
tional Archives Building.' 

able significance. In accordance with 
the same divine command, Shoghi Ef
fendi embellished the Shrine with an 
exquisite shell and then, under its pro
tecting wing, began the construction of 
the Administrative Centre of the Faith, 
to comprise five buildings in a harmo
nious style of architecture, standing on 
a far-flung Arc centering on the Monu
ments of the Greatest Holy Leaf, her 
Mother and Brother. The first of these 
five buildings, the International Arch
ives, was completed in the beloved 
Guardian's lifetime. The second, the 
Seat of the Universal House of Justice, 
now stands at the apex of the Arc. 
Plans for the remaining three were pre
pared in fulfIllment of a goal of the 
Seven Year Plan. 

"Five closely related projects de
mand our attention: the erection of the 
three remaining buildings on the Arc 
and, added now to these, the construc
tion of the terraces of the Shrine of the 
Bab and the extension of the Interna
tional Archives building." 2 

The Terraces of the Shrine of the Bdb 
"The great work of constructing the 

terraces, landscaping and their sur
roundings, and erecting the remaining 
buildings of the Arc will bring into be
ing a vastly augmented World Centre 
structure which will be capable of 
meeting the challenges of coming cen
turies and of the tremendous growth of 
the Baha'i community which the be
loved Guardian has told us to expect. 

Already we see the effect of the spir
itual energies which the completion of 
the Seat of the Universal House of Jus
tice has released, and the new impulse 
this has given to the advancement of 
the Faith. Who can gauge what trans
formations will be effected as a result 
of the completion of each successive 
stage of this great enterprise? The 
Faith advances, not at a uniform rate, 
but in vast surges, precipitated by the 
alternation of crisis and victory. In a 
passage written on July 18, 1953, in the 
early months of the Ten Year Crusade, 
Shoghi Effendi, referring to the vital 
need to ensure through the teaching 
work a 'steady flow' of 'fresh recruits 
to the slowly yet steadily advancing ar
my of the Lord of Hosts,' stated that 
this flow would 'presage and hasten the 
advent of the day which, as prophesied 
by 'Abdu'l-Baha, will witness the entry 
by troops of people of divers nations 
and races into the Baha'i world.' This 
day the Baha'i world has already seen 
in Africa, the Pacific, in Asia and in 
Latin America, and this process of en
try by troops must, in the present plan, 
be augmented and spread to other 
countries for, as the Guardian stated in 
this same letter, it 'will be the prelude 
to that long-awaited hour when a mass 
conversion on the part of these same 
nations and races, and as a direct result 
of a chain of events, momentous and 
possibly catastrophic in nature, and 
which cannot as yet be even dimly vis
ualized, will suddenly revolutionize the 
fortunes of the Faith, derange the 
equilibrium of the world, and reinforce 
a thousandfold the numerical strength 
as well as the material power and the 
spiritual authority of the Faith of 
Baha'u'llab.' This is the time for which 
we must now prepare ourselves; this is 
the hour whose coming it is our task to 
hasten. 

.. At this climacteric of human his
tory, we are called upon to rise up in 
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sacrificial endeavor, our eyes on the 
awe-inspiring responsibilities which 
such developments will place upon Ba
ha'i institutions and individual believ
ers in every land, and our hearts (illed 
with unshakeable confidence in the 
guiding Hand of the Founder of our 
Faith. That our Beloved Lord will 
arouse His followers in every land to a 
mighty united effort is our ardent 
prayer at the Sacred Threshold." 1 

The Pilgrim Path 
"This beautiful and majestic path, 

which extends from the Shrine of the 
DAb to the city of Haifa, in line with 
the greatest avenue of that blessed city, 
which is adorned with trees and ver
dant plants and illumined with bright 
tights, which is the object of the admi
ration of the people of this region and 
a source of joy and pride to the author
ities in this land, will subsequently be 
converted, as foreshadowed by the 
Centre of the Covenant, into the High
way of the Kings and Rulers of the 
World. 

"These mighty embodiments of 
kingly power, humble pilgrims to the 
Sanctuary of the Lord, will upon their 
arrival in the Holy Land, first proceed 
to the Plain of 'AkU, there to visit and 
circumambulate the Qiblih of the peo
ple of Baha, the Point around which 
circle in adoration the Concourse on 
High. They will then make their way to 
this august and venerated city, and 
climb the slopes of Mount Carmel. 
With the utmost rapture, ardor and 
devotion, they will hasten toward this 
Sacred Spot and, with reverence and 
submissiveness, humility and lowli
ness, ascend these terraces to approach 
the luminous precincts of the sanctified 
and holy Shrine. Reaching the thresh
old of the Sanctuary of Grandeur, they 
will cast their crowns upon the ground, 
prostrate themselves to kiss its fragrant 
earth and, circling around its hallowed 
arcade, callout 'Here am I, here am I, 
o Thou Who art the Exalted, the Most 
Exalted One I , , and recite in tones of 
fervent supplication the perspicuous 
Verses of the Tablet of Carmel. 

"Thereafter they will walk over the 
spacious lawns and through the won
drous gardens of this sublime and holy 
spot, this garden of the Exalted Para
dise, will inhale its fragrant scents and 
taste of its choice and luscious fruits. 
They will, with tearful eyes and burn
ing hearts, call to mind the pain and 

suffering, each affliction and calamity, 
the duress, imprisonment and martyr
dom which befell that Wronged One of 
the world, will behold, with their own 
eyes, on every hand in this exalted 
Spot, the glory of Carmel and the evi
dences of the compelling might and 
greatness, the invincibility, the all
encompassing dominion of the Con
queror of the worlds, and will praise 
and glorify the Lord of Carmel." 4 

The International Bahd'{ Archives 
"The raising of this Edifice (the In

ternational Baha'i Archives) will in 
tum herald the construction, in the 
course of successive epochs of the For
mative Age of the Faith, of several 
other structures, which will serve as the 
administrative seats of such divinely 
appointed institutions as the Guardian
ship, the Hands of the Cause, and the 
Universal House of Justice. These Edi
fices will, in the shape of a far-flung 
arc, and following a harmonizing style 
of architecture, surround the resting
places of the Greatest Holy Leaf, rank
ing as foremost among the members of 
her sex in the Baha'i Dispensation, of 
her Brother, offered up as a ransom by 
Baha'u'llah for the quickening of the 
world and its unification, and of their 
Mother, proclaimed by Him to be His 
chosen 'consort in all the worlds of 
God.' The ultimate completion of this 
stupendous undertaking will mark the 
culmination of the development of a 
world-wide divinely appointed Admin-

istrative Order whose beginnings may 
be traced as far back as the concluding 
years of the Heroic Age of the Faith. 

"This vast and irresistible process, 
unexampled in the spiritual history of 
mankind, and which will synchronize 
with two no less significant develop
ments-the establishment of the Lesser 
Peace and the evolution of Baha'i na
tional and local institutions-the one 
outside and the other within the Baha'i 
world-will attain its (mal consumma
tion, in the Golden Age of the Faith, 
through the raising of the standard of 
the Most Great Peace, and the emerg
ence, in the plenitude of its power and 
glory, of the focal Centre of the agen
cies constituting the World Order of 
Baha'u'llah. The final establishment of 
this seat of the future Baha'i World 
Commonwealth will signalize at once 
the proclamation of the sovereignty of 
the Founder of our Faith and the ad
vent of the Kingdom of the Father re
peatedly lauded and promised by Jesus 
Christ." 5 

The Consecrated Spot 

"It must be clearly understood, nor 
can it be sufficiently emphasized, that 
the conjunction of the resting-place of 
the Greatest Holy Leaf with those of 
her brother and mother incalculably re
inforces the spiritual potencies of that 
consecrated Spot which, under the 
wings of the Bab's overshadowing 
Sepulchre, and in the vicinity of the 
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future Masbriqu'I-AdhUr which will 
be reared on its flank, is destined to 
evolve into the focal centre of those 
world-shaking, world-embracing, 
world-directing administrative institu
tions, ordained by Baha'u'llab and an
ticipated by 'Abdu'l-Baha, and which 
are to function in consonance with the 
principles that govern the twin institu
tions of the Guardianship and the Uni
versal House of Justice. Then, and 
then only, will this momentous proph
ecy which illuminates the concluding 
passages of the Tablet of Carmel be 
fulfilled: 'Ere long will God sail His 
Ark upon thee (Carmel), and will 
manifest the people of Baha who have 
been mentioned in the Book of Names.' 

"To attempt to visualize, even in its 
barest outline, the glory that must en
velop these institutions, to essay even a 
tentative and partial description of 
their character or the manner of their 
operation, or to trace however inade
quately the course of events leading to 
thefr rise and eventual establishment is 
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far beyond my own capacity and pow
er. Suffice it to say that at this troubled 
stage in world history the association 
of these three incomparably precious 
souls who, next to the three Central 
Figures of our Faith, tower in rank 
above the vast multitude of the heroes, 
Letters, martyrs, hands, teachers, and 
administrators of the Cause of Baha'
u'llah, in such a potentially powerful 
spiritual and administrative Centre, is 
in itself an event which will release 
forces that are bound to hasten the 
emergence in a land which, geograph
ically, spiritually and administratively, 
constitutes the heart of the entire 
planet, some of the brightest gems of 
that W orId Order now shaping in the 
womb of this travailing age. 

"For such as might undertake, in the 
days to come, the meritorious and 
highly enviable pilgrimage to these 
blessed shrines, as well as for the ben
efit of the less privileged who, aware of 
the greatness of their virtue and the 

pre-eminence of their lineage, desire to 
commune with their spirits, and to 
strive to acquire an added insight into 
the glory of their position, and to fol
low in their footsteps, let these testi
monies written by Baha 'u 'llab and 
'Abdu'l-Baha be their inspiration and 
guidance in their noble quest. . .. " 6 
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United States 

Soviets preparing film on Faith 

On September 23 afive-member So viet film crew recorded a 
worship service in the Auditorium of the Baha'I' House of 
Worship in Wilmette, Illinois. The crew, from Rus-jilm, an 
agency formed by the Soviet government to produce a series 
of films about religions in the Soviet ['nion, is preparing a 
full-length documentary film on the Faith that is to be 
shown in theatres throughout the country. Rus-jilm has al
ready been to Alaska, Wilmette and the Louis G. Gregory 
Baha'{ Institute in South Carolina, and plans to visit each of 

the seven Bahd'l' Houses of Worship. While in Wilmette, 
Rus-film also filmed a concert featuring Seals and Crofts, 
Dan Seals, and the combined House of Worship and Ten
nessee Baha'{ Choirs under the direction of Tom Price. 
Thefilm is being made with the blessing and co-operation of 
the Universal House of Justice which has script approval. It 
is estimated that as many as 60 percent of those living in the 
Soviet Union will see the completed film. 
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United States 

Gregory Institute hosts Peace Fest '90 

More than 500 Baha'is and their 
guests from South Carolina and other 
Southeastern states stomped and 
swayed to the sounds of gospel music, 
Baha'i singers, and straight-ahead big 
band jazz September 21-23 at Peace 
Fest '90, the fifth annual festival 
hosted by the Louis G. Gregory Baha'i 
Institute near Hemingway. 

The various events making up this 
year's festival, featuring musical talent 
from allover the country, were staged 
throughout the Hemingway area. In
cluded were a performance by the 18-
member Peace Fest Orchestra led by 
saxophonist Marvin (Doc) Holladay; a 
Gospel Jubilee with many of the area's 
most popular groups; and music by the 
Baha'i duo "Swan." 

Truitt White, director of the Greg
ory Institute, described the Peace Fest 
as "a forum for creative thought cen
tering on peace, a unifying cultural 
celebration, and an opportunity for 

91-year-old Modjeska Simkins of Co
lumbia, South Carolina, receives the 
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fellowship and spiritual sharing. 
"The main purpose," he said, "is to 

focus attention on the importance of 
individual and collective efforts in es
tablishing peace: in the family, com
munity, nation and, ultimately, the 
world." 

An important part of this is the rec
ognition of those who have made out
standing contributions in the field of 
"peacemaking. " 

Honored with this year's Peace 
Award, given to an individual or group 
in recognition of significant contribu
tions to progress and peace, was 91-
year-old Modjeska Simkins of Colum
bia, South Carolina. 

Mrs. Simkins, a long-time commu
nity activist, was instrumental in or
ganizing the South Carolina chapter of 
the National Association for the Ad
vancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) in the 1940s and '50s. 

The recipient of the Ambassador 

1990 Baha'I' Peace A ward from Coun
sel/or William Roberts. 

Award, given annually to a person or 
group from northeastern South Caro
lina for exemplary community service, 
was Marjorie McIver, a local school 
administrator who is well-known for 
her work with area youth. 

WLGI Radio Baha'i carried a live 
broadcast of Friday evening's Gospel 
Jubilee at Hemingway's Mitcheom 
Community Center, inviting area res
idents to attend. 

More than 500 did, and enjoyed sev
eral hours of inspiring music by a 
dozen of the area's best choirs and 
soloists. 

WLGI also broadcast the Saturday 
evening Peace Concert and awards 
ceremony from McCown Auditorium 
in Conway. 

The concert opened with a perfor
mance by "Swan" (Baha'is Kingsley 
and Suzanne) from Griffin, Georgia. 

Counsellor for the Americas William 
Roberts then presented the Peace 
Award to Mrs. Simkins, and Mrs. 
McIver received the Ambassador 
Award on behalf of the Gregory In
stitute from Margene Nelson-Willis, a 
Baha'i from Hemingway. 

The highlight, as usual, was a dy
namic performance by the Peace Fest 
Orchestra which included in its pro
gram three compositions written es
pecially for Peace Fest '90: "Enoch 01-
inga," by saxophonist Roger Hogan; 
"City of Man," by trumpeter Warren 
Kime; and "Sweetness and Light," by 
Mr. Holladay. 

The orchestra was joined for this 
performance by vocalist Wendy Rose 
of San Francisco. 

Members of the Peace Fest Orches
tra also gave a free concert for students 
and faculty at a vocational/technical 
center in Conway. 

On Sunday morning an interfaith 
worship service was held at the Louis 
Gregory Institute. 

Following the devotions, Counsellor 



Saxophonist Marvin (Doc) Holladay, 
leader of the Peace Fest Orchestra. 
trades his usual baritone to solo on the 
bass saxophone during the Peace Fest 
'90 concert in Conway, South Caro
lina. This year's festival marked the 
fifth consecutive yearly appearance by 
the orchestra. composed of top-flight 
jazz musicians from all over the L/.S. 

Wilma Ellis, director-general of the 
Baha'i International Community in 
New York City, addressed the gather
ing, referring to the Faith as "a new 
chapter in the Book of God" and 
stressing the value of intercultural ex
periences to children growing up in to
day's society. 

Other speakers Sunday morning in
cluded Alberta Deas, a member of the 
U.S. National Spiritual Assembly. and 
Mrs. Mciver, who spoke about her 
work with young people in South 
Carolina. 

In the week prior to the Peace Fes:. 
WLGI Radio Baha'i was given a cer
tificate of recognition by the Horr;.
(County) Cultural Arts Council for 
outstanding media service. 

Above: The Peace Fest Orchestra's 
lead trumpeter, George Graham, takes 
a solo turn. Below: The orchestra on
stage at the Peace Fest concert with 

another member of the trumpet sec
tion, Warren Kime, soloing. About 500 
people attended this year's concert and 
awards ceremony in Conway. 

PEA$ 
FEST 

'so 
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China 

Baha'is at Beijing Women's Conference 

More than 40 Baha'is from several 
countries were among approximately 
SOO Chinese and American women who 
met June 25-28 in Beijing to ~xchange 
ideas during the flTst Sino-American 
Conference on Women's Issues. 

Two Chinese and two American 
speakers opened the conference at the 
historic Great Hall of the People. This 
monumental opening was shown on 
Chinese television and covered in news
papers. 

Vice Premier Wu Xue Qian and Sec
retary-General Luo Gan attended the 
welcoming banquet, also held in the 
Great Hall of the People. 

Chinese delegates from 30 provinces 
including federation leaders, research
ers and women leaders from all strata 
of society participated with women 
from 38 American states, Canada, Su
riname and Taiwan. Several Baha'is 
resident in China also attended. 

Juana C. Conrad, a member of the 
U.S. National Spiritual Assembly who 
served on the conference steering com
mittee, said the conference was two 
years in preparation and, as experi
enced, far exceeded her highest expec
tations. 

Katharine Bigelow of the National 
Spiritual Assembly's Office of Exter
nal Affairs also served on the steering 
committee as an ad hoc membeJ. 

Of the 64 papers presented at the 
conference in workshop sessions, six 
were by Baha'is. It should come as no 
surprise to those acquainted with the 
Chinese culture that the Baha'i princi
ples were readily accepted by those in 
attendance. The Baha'i presenters 
were: 

• Dr. Homa Mahmoudi, "Interna
tional Women Executives and Their 
Personal Relationships." 

• Dianne C. Bohannon, "Women in 
Management and Administration: An 
Imperative for World Prosperity." 

• Ding Jo Hsia Currie, "The Role of 
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The goal of the conference was 
to provide a forum for sharing 
research, information and ideas 
on four key issues related to 
women: education and training; 
employment and career advance
ment; family and child care; and 
health and well-being. 

Mothers as First Educators of Child
ren: East and West." 

• Dr. Mona Grieser, "Well-Being: A 
Communicable Disease." 

• Farzaneh (Fafar) Guillebeaux, 
.. Internalized Oppression of Women. " 

• Dr. Nahid Sobhani, "Infant/Child 
Care." 

The goal of the conference was to 
provide a forum for sharing research, 
information and ideas on four key is
sues related to women: education and 
training; employment and career ad
vancement; family and child care; and 
health and well-being. 

The value of this format was clear to 
Baha'is who observed the eagerness 
with which the Chinese and American 
women listened to the research aiid in
formation shared by one another. 

The Chinese reacted to the social 
trends in American society, particu
larly those reflecting the breakdown of 
order and loss of religious values, with 
great alarm. 

By contrast, Baha'i principles, when 
shared, were enthusiastically received. 

On the last day of the conference 
Dawn Haghighi, a Baha'! who is a 
lawyer in Chicago, presented a sum
mary of the Family and Child Care 
workshops to the entire assemblage of 
participants. 

She ended her remarks with 'Abdu'l
Baha's statement regarding men and 
women as two wings of a bird, and 

identified the quotation as coming 
from the Baha'i Writings. 

One unmistakable sign of the effect 
of this conference, and a source of op
timism for future meetings of Baha'is 
with mainland Chinese, is the degree to 
which Baha'i principles and approach
es were brought forth and accepted by 
the plenum. 

The vitality of Baha'i principles as a 
non-threatening help to the well-being 
of China became manifest. Indeed, 
two of those attending· the conference 
were moved to embrace the Faith. 

The conference theme, "Holding Up 
Half the Sky," was chosen by the co
sponsors, the All China Women's Fed
eration and Global Interactions Inc., a 
non-profit corporation based in Phoe
nix, Arizona. It refers to an old Chi
nese saying that denotes women's 
equal share with men in the work force 
and the development of society. 

At the closing banquet, a gift was 
presented to the All China Women's 
Federation by the representative of the 
U.S. National Spiritual Assembly. 

The gift was a tapestry by Vicki Hu 
Poirier, creator of tapestries on display 
at the Baha'i Houses of Worship in the 
U.S. and India. 

It depicts the conference theme. 
"Holding Up Half the Sky," and in
cludes a quotation (rendered in Chi
nese characters) by 'Abdu'l-Baha: 
"The East and the West must unite to 
give to each other what is lacking. This 
union will bring about a true civiliza
tion, where the spiritual is expressed 
and carried out in the material. Receiv
ing thus the one from the other the 
greatest harmony will prevail, all pe0-
ple will be united, a state of great per
fection will be attained . . . II 

The tapestry shows women from the 
East and West cooperating to build a 
white jade column up to the sky. It is 
made of many small pieces to symbo
lize that even small, seemingly insignif-



icant acts that women do are important 
and contribute to the whole column. 

The column has carved pieces of 
jade sewn on it to symbolize the value 
and purity of such acts. On the column 
are stitched in Chinese characters the 
names of a few of the attributes of 
women; for example, justice, virtue, 
goodness, talent, friendship, heart, 
beauty. 

A peach tree in bloom in the back
ground symbolizes that this is a spir
itual springtime. At the base of the col
umn, a Chinese grandmother explains 
the meaning of the column to a small 
Native American child who represents 
tribal women from both countries, 
America and China. 

The grandmother was chosen be
cause grandmothers are the reposi
tories of knowledge and wisdom in so
ciety. This particular woman is also a 
portrait of the artist's mother-in-law. 

The tapestry will be hung in the VIP 
reception room of the new All China 
Women's Federation building in Bei
jing. 

Another highlight of the week's pro
ceedings was a reception at the resi
dence in Beijing of U.S. Ambassador 
Ulley for all the American delegates 
and some Chinese delegates. 

Before and after the conference itself 
many Baha'is attended pre- or post
conference exchanges to other parts of 
China. 

This tapestry by Vicki Hu Poirier was 
presented on behalf of the Faith to the 
All China Women's Federation at the 
close of the first Sino-American Wom-
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en's Conference held last June 25-28 in 
Beijing. Mrs. Poirier has also created 
tapestries for the Baha'I' Houses of 
Worship in the United States and India. 
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The world 

Construction of Arc's terraces begins 

On the morning of May 23, the 
Hands of the Cause of God Amatu'l
BaM Ruhiyyih Khfmum and 'Ali 
Akbar Furutan, the members of the 
Universal House of Justice and the In
ternational Teaching Centre, and Fari
burz Sahba, manager of the Mount 
Carmel projects, gathered for prayers 
at the Shrine of the Bab. 

Afterward, Glenford Mitchell, a 
member of the Universal House of Jus
tice, emphasized the historical signifi
cance of the day, pointing out that 146 
years ago the One before Whose Shrine 
they now stood had inaugurated a new 

Panama 

Young Eduardo Torez presents Baha'( 
books to Ada de Gordon, Panama's 
minister of education. Eduardo's older 
brother presented her with a copy of 
The Promise of World Peace.' After 
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era in the history of mankind, and that 
the Mountain of God will in future wit
ness monumental establishments 
created in His honor. 

On that same day, the House of Jus
tice announced that work on the con
struction of the terraces around the 
Shrine of the Bab would commence. 

Amatu'I-BaM Ruhiyyih Khanum ex
pressed her delight that whatever was 
visualized by 'Abdu'I-Baha and ar
ranged by Shoghi Effendi was now be
ing implemented by the Universal 
House of Justice, and she emphasized 
how important it is for the Baha'is to 

meeting with a BahaY delegation for 
two hours, Mrs. de Gordon asked that 
the BahaY community present their 
literacy project to officials in the Min
istry of Education. 

see the continuity in the administration 
of the Faith of Baha'u'llah. 

~r. Sahba explained that the con
struction of the terraces would begin 
with repairing and strengthening the 
existing retaining walls of the first level 
below the Shrine. 

Afterward, the eastern side will be 
extended to make it symmetrical with 
the western terrace. 

Correction 
On page 3 of the September issue of 

Baha'( News, a line correction was in
advertently misplaced, obscuring a 
part of the next-to-Iast paragraph in 
the article on the election, infallibility, 
and authority of the Universal House 
of Justice. The paragraph should read 
as follows: 

"The third group of queries raised 
by the friends concerns details of func
tioning of the Universal House of Jus
tice in the absence of the Guardian, 
particularly the matter of expulsion of 
members of the House of Justice. Such 
questions will be clarified in the Con
stitution of the House of Justice, the 
formulation of which is a goal of the 
Nine Year Plan. Meanwhile, the 
friends are informed that any member 
committing a "sin injurious to the 
common weal" may be expelled from 
membership of the House of Justice by 
a majority vote of the House itself. 
Should any member, God forbid, be 
guilty of breaking the Covenant, the 
matter would be investigated by the 
Hands of the Cause of God, and the 
Covenant-breaker would be expelled 
by decision of the Hands of the Cause 
of God residing in the Holy Land, sub
ject to the approval of the House of 
Justice, as in the case of any other be
liever. The decision of the Hands in 
such a case would be announced to the 
Baha'i world by the Universal House 
of Justice." 



Uganda 

These villagers in Nakinu, Uganda, are 
studying to become primary health 
care workers. Their teacher, Margaret 
Ogembo (standing), is a Baha'I. After 
completing the course of study, they 
will go into the villages in the area to 
immuniz.e children against diseases and 
to teach the people the rudiments of 
primary health care. The program, 
considered to be one of the most effec
tive of its kind in Africa, is sponsored 
by the Baha'{ Office of Social and 
Economic Development in Uganda. 

Australia 
A nine-day "Mankind Is One" Insti
tute was held last April in Queensland, 
Australia. Sixty-four people attended 
the event including friends from three 
Aboriginal reserves and a sizable num
ber of children, pre-youth and youth. 

The institute began with a discussion 
of progressive revelation and the rela
tionship between the Aboriginal belief 
in "the Dreamtime" and the spiritual 
progress of mankind. Included was 

Nigeria 

The Rosenberg! Abeokuta Teaching 
Campaign held in August in the heart 
of the Yoruba-speaking area of Nigeria 
is reportedly the most successful 
teaching effort ever held in that coun
try. 

During the two-week campaign, 715 
people were enrolled as Baha'is and 26 
local Spiritual Assemblies were form
ed. Part of the excitement over this 
large number of new believers lies in 
the fact that fully half of them are 
women. 

In nearly every village, large num
bers of people accepted the Faith and a 
local Spiritual Assembly was formed. 
These new believers are so attracted to 
the Cause that they begged the friends 
to revisit them soon to help deepen 
them in the Teachings. 

lively consultation that led to the dec
laration of belief in the Faith by two 
Aborigines. 

Workshops covered such topics as 
the Covenant, the Central Figures of 
the Faith, Baha'i administration, and 
Baha'i laws. 

During the workshop on Baha'i ad
ministration a mock "Assembly" was 
elected. The group, realizing that illit
eracy might be a factor, learned to hold 
an election by placing stones; all sat in 
a circle with eyes closed, singing 
"Allah'u'Abha," while each took his 
turn walking outside the circle, placing 
stones behind others to indicate his 
choices. 

The newly elected "Assembly" then 
consulted on a variety of issues on 
which a real Assembly might have to 
deliberate. 

Before the close of the institute there 
were four new believers including the 
first Aboriginal gold-medal winner at 
the recent Commonwealth Games. 

The success of the institute can be 
measured also by the fact that partici
pants left with a renewed ambition to 
teach the Cause, several even asking 
for stacks of enrollment cards to take 
home with them. 

Also, one of the Groups joyously re
stored at RiQvan the local Assembly it 
had lost some years before. 

Eastern Europe 

As of August, there were about 480 
Baha'is in Romania including 70 to 80 
in Bucharest. During the first seven 
days of a month-long tour by the Span
ish music group Dulcamara, 62 people 
became Baha'is. 

In the Soviet Union, two new local 
Spiritual Assemblies have been formed 
-in Kiev (where membership has 
grown from zero to about 30 since last 
March) and Ulan-Ude, which now has 
about 20 adult Baha'is and "many 
youth." 

During a recent teaching campaign 
in Bulgaria, 11 people declared their 
faith in Baha'u'lhih. And in Warsaw, 
Poland, the Baha'is are making plans 
to purchase a building to use as a Cen
ter. 

The Netherlands 
A Baha'i Youth Teaching Project 

was held last December 23-27 in the 
town of Nijmegen, in the Netherlands. 
More than 25 young people from seven 
countries took part. 

Five hundred balloons that read 
"World Peace Is Inevitable" were 
given to children on the streets near 
where the Baha'is had set up a booth in 
the busy Christmas market. On Christ
mas day, the Baha'is visited several 
churches, presenting the priests with 
copies of the peace statement. 

Baha'i News/October 1990 13 

a 



Venezuela 

Three representatives of the Baha'i 
International Community attended a 
United Nations Economic Commission 
for Latin America (ECLA) conference 
May 2-11 in Caracas, Venezuela. 

Receptions held in association with 
the conference made it possible for the 
Baha'is to meet several officials from 

Transkei 

. -• 

Pictured are many of those who 
part in a tree-planting ceremony in 
honor of Earth Day J990fo/lowing this 
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the Venezuelan Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, one of whom offered his help 
for future contacts with the ministry. 

During the conference, representa
tives of all non-governmental organiza
tions met to discuss the formation of 
an association of NGOs in Venezuela. 
The proposal was adopted, and on 

year's Bahd'l National Convention in 
Transkei. 

May 10 representatives of each NGO 
signed a Declaration of Intent to form 
the organization. Afterward, the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Venezuela 
invited all NGO representatives to a re
ception where they met members of the 
Baha'i community of Caracas. 

Since the conference, the newly 
formed NGO Association has held two 
meetings, at the most recent of which 
its members decided to follow the Ba
ha'i practice of electing officers 
without campaigns or nominations. 

Cuba 
Esperantist Baha'is from 10 coun

tries gathered July 14-28 in Havana, 
Cuba's Palace of Conventions for the 
75th Universal Esperanto Congress. 

Among those attending were Coun
sellor for Europe Agnes Ghaznavi and 
Auxiliary Board members Marta For
moso, Bijan Ghaznavi and Teresa Mc
Gregor. 

The Baha'is held two activities at the 
Congress. Ms. McGregor was invited 
to speak about the teaching work 
among the Mayas of Yucatan, Mexico. 
When she had finished, two Esperan
tists declared their intention to study 
the Faith because, they said, they were 
"already Baha'is." 

Brazil's Baha'i delegate, Davis Quei
roz, and one member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Cuba visited the 
offices of Prensa Latina, the Cuban 
press agency, and presented Baha'i lit
erature including the peace statement 
and Bahd'u'lldh and the New Era. 

About 120 Cuban Esperantists ac
cepted Baha'i literature, and four of 
them declared themselves Baha'is. 

Canada 
More than 150 young people attend

ed a Baha'i International Youth Con
ference held August 3-5 at the Univer
sity of Saskatchewan, Canada. 

Also taking part were two Counsel
lors; two members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Canada, and 
two Auxiliary Board members. 

A message from the conference re
ported significant participation of 
native and non-Baha'i youth. During 
the event, four young people declared 
their belief in Baha'u'llah. 



Guyana 

Two Baha'is from the U.S. traveled 
and taught last February and March in 
Guyana, making musical and dramatic 
presentations in the heart of the coun
try. 

Donna Kirne and Ann Arp, both 
from the Chicago area, were able to 
coordinate their talents with the efforts 
of two youth, Jai Persaud of Guyana 
and Bahiyyih Phillips, a Baha'i from 
Buffalo Grove, Illinois, who is com
pleting a year of service in Guyana. 

After thanking the group, the head
master at one school at which they per
formed asked, "Is it not so, that the 
Baha'i Faith is the only hope for the 
world?" 

Ms. Kime also directed and perform
ed in a two-hour musical proclamation 
that drew nearly 400 people, most of 
whom were not Baha'is. 

Other highlights included three radio 
interviews, a weekend workshop on 
music and drama in service to the 
Faith, and a stop-over in Trinidad 
where they performed for 100 faculty 
members at the university and were in
terviewed twice on radio. 

India 

His Eminence Nikorn Praisaengpetch, 
ambassador of Thailand to India, is 
pictured during his recent visit to the 
Baha'( House of Worship at Bahapur, 
near New Delhi. Fascinated by the 

EI Salvador 

Members of the Baha'I' musical group 
Nueva Primavera (New Springtime) 
perform at a variety show, which was 
part of an International Conference 
for Teaching the Baha'{ Faith at Uni-

beauty of the Temple, Mr. Praisaeng
petch has made several visits. With him 
are members of his family and the 
Temple guide (right). 

versities, held last April 8-13 at the 
Jama/iyyih Baha'{ Institute in EI Salva
dor. About 50 people from five coun
tries attended the conference. 

Zambia 
In southern Zambia a former priest 

of a Christian church, his wife and 
daughter have embraced the Faith. He 
has served his church for some time as 
treasurer but said he must leave the 
church to serve Baha'u'llah. 

He had four years of theological 
study in South Africa and the United 
States, and is also a teacher. He is 
already undertaking extensive teaching 
work for the Faith. 

When the man received a letter from 
his bishop, assigning him a new re
sponsibility, he replied that he is a Ba
ha'i now, and suggested that the 
bishop investigate Baha'u'Uah's Mes
sage "for your own good." 

Kiribati 

The Baha'i community of the Kiri
bati Islands held its fust National Con
vention at RiQvan, electing to its fust 
National Spiritual Assembly two indig
enous women, Maureen Nakekea and 
Marao Teem. 
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Soviet Union 

Paraguay 
The Paraguay International Chinese 

Teaching Symposium, the first event of 
its kind in South America, was held 
last June 10 in Asunci6n. 

More than 80 people from 10 coun
tries attended with Counsellor Shapoor 
Monadjem, four Auxiliary Board 
members, and a member of the Inter
national Chinese Teaching Committee. 

During the symposium, a television 
crew interviewed two Baha'is from 
Costa Rica and one from Paraguay. 

One result of the event was a com
mitment by local Baha'is, youth and 
adult, to concentrate their efforts on 
teaching the Faith to the Chinese . 

• 
On January 30 a floral tribute was 

offered at the grave of Roque Centu-

Papua New Guinea 
Eight hundred ninety-eight new be

lievers were reported to have been en
rolled in Papua New Guinea last Sep
tember, followed by 458 in October 
and November. The number of local 
Spiritual Assemblies elected in 1989 
was 180. As momentum builds, the en
thusiasm and determination of the 
friends continues to increase. 
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rion Miranda, the first Paraguayan to 
embrace the Faith, in the Baha'i cem
etery at Lambare to commemorate the 
30th anniversary of his passing. 

Mr. Miranda's two daughters, Dora 

Burkina Faso 

Shown are participants in a training 
and refresher course for primary health 
care workers held last May in Koalio, 
Burkina Faso. The course was part of 
an ongoing sanitation and nutrition 

Renowned jazz trumpeter John Birks 
(Dizzy) Gillespie is pictured during a 
concert appearance last May in Mos
cow. Mr. Gillespie's visit to the Soviet 
Union was part of an East European 
media project called 'One World 
Week, ' and his concert in Moscow was 
held under the patronage of the coun
try's First Lady, Raisa Gorbachev. 

and Mirna, recited prayers they had 
learned as children and shared mem
ories of their father. 

That evening, a memorial service 
was held at the National Baha'i Center. 

education project sponsored by the Na
tional Social and Economic Develop
ment Committee of the Baha'I's of Bur
kina Faso. 



Honduras 
Only eight weeks after the launching 

of Project Olinga at the beginning of 
1990, the Baha'is of Honduras re
ported the enrollment of 1,400 new be
lievers. 

A consolidation program for the 
new believers includes classes for child
ren and youth, community meetings, 
and study classes. 

A five-day teacher training institute, 
attended by more than 250 Garifuna 
Indians, included an appearance by 
'Azfz Yazdi, who was visiting the area 
at that time. 

• 
Project Muhajir, launched in Jan

uary 1989 in Honduras, reported more 
than 1,300 new believers enrolled by 
the end of the year. Most of these new 

India 
Entry by troops continues in Tamil 

Nadu, India, where spokesmen for the 
Karaikkal Teaching Campaign report 
that 13 volunteers, some of whom were 
Baha'i youth, welcomed some 1,200 
new believers into the Faith during the 
second week in March . 

• 
Short talks about the Baha'i con

cepts of prayer, work as worship, and 
the oneness of mankind were broadcast 
recently on the All India radio station 
in Vihayawada. The talks were given 
by Auxiliary Board member G. Samba
siva Rao. 

As a result, a number of letters were 
received from people who wish to 
know more about the Faith and its 
teachings. 

Trinidad/Tobago 
A teaching campaign dedicated to 

the late Hand of the Cause of God Ugo 
Giachery was held last September-De
cember in central and southern Trini
dad. The effort led to the enrollment of 
750 new believers and the formation of 
four local Spiritual Assemblies. 

Also as a result of the campaign, two 
children's classes were reopened, 23 
village deepenings were begun, and vis
its were made to elderly Baha'is who 
were given Baha'i literature and pic
tures of the House of Worship in io
dia. 

Baha'is are from the Garifuna area. 
More recently, Project Olinga, be

gun in the same area in January 1990, 
reports the enrollment of 300 new be
lievers in the project's first four days. 

Finland 

Pictured in traditional Lakota Indian 
dress is Counsellor for the Americas 
Jacqueline Delahunt (left) who was vis
iting the recent Sami Project held in 

The project is to continue for an in
definite period and includes deepening 
institutes for the growing community 
as well as increased radio coverage 
about the Faith. 

Finland, Norway and Sweden. Also 
pictured are Ritva Torikka (center), a 
Sami, and Allison Healy, a Blackfoot 
Indian. 
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