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Baha'I News 
The Baha'i World Celebrates a Victory 

. r . 

I 

. 0, 
.; ,~ 

": , ! i 

•
IJ'!_~_';" 

1to; • \ 

." .. \'; 
..' "!. 



A 
message 

from 
Uganda 

"Mashriqu'l-Adhkar safe, secure, its beautiful doors open once again grateful public. New 
government's declaration freedom worship great rejoicing, gratitude all believers. Hearts 
overflowing indescribable joy recent development; eternally grateful Supreme Body for 
prayers, unfailing guidance throughout difficult period. Assure love, devotion ... " (From 
a cablegram received May 1, 1979, at the World Centre from the Hand of the Cause of God 
Enoch Olinga) 
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versal House of Justice. Excerpts from many of the cables received 
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Seat of the 
Universal 
House of 
Justice 

2 Baht'j NewelAugust 1979 

----------- ~~-- ----~----~~~-

Top, the Arc on Mt. CarmelinanaerialphototakenApril 3. The new building 
for the Seat of the Universal House of Justice is oriented on the axis of the 
Arc that has as its focal center the tombs of the Sister, Mother and Brother of 
'Abdu'l-Balui. The Balui" International Archives building faces the Arc 
from the West. In the future, buildings to house the International Teaching 
Centre, the Centre for the Study of the Holy Texts, and the International 
Balui'i Library will complete the complex. Construction is proceeding on 
schedule, with mQst of the marble already installed on the exterior, and a 
small portion of the entablature completed. In the photo at left, an 
assembled marble-and-concrete soffit unit is hoisted into place atop the 
columns on the portico of the new building for the Seat of the Universal 
House of Justice. The marble is placed in a special form and reinforced 
concrete is poured to make the soffit a single unit. Above, a soffit unit is 
guided into place by the team of French artisans who are installing the 
marble on the building. A lighting fixture will be installed in the hole in the 
center of the soffit-~me of 53 that will provide the ceiling of the colonnade 
around the building. 
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Children of Laos 
commemorate 
Intercalary Days 

Deng and Douangmaly, both 3·112 years old, per/orm a 
newly-learned dance. 

Douangphet Navasouk, age 8, helps provide rhythm 
accompaniment for the dancers with his drum. 

Folk dances were very much a part of the celebration at the National 
Ifa~iratu'l-Quds in Vientiane. 
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Victory 
Messages 
The Baha'I world resounds 
with the glorious news 
of Five Year Plan victories 

Africa 
Benin 

" ... 58 Assemblies, 142 localities, district and 5 local 
Centers near completion, one in progress; 2 
endowments ... Happy to announce holding of 10th 
Convention ... Good consultation about the Ri9van Message. 
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Delighted participation Counsellor Khelghati, Auxiliary Board 
member Hodonou, friends from Togo. Beseech prayers at Holy 
Shrines for the accomplishment of goals. " 

Botswana 
" ... 50 Local Assemblies, 150 localities, S LSA incorpora

tions, I district l:I~fratu'l-Quds, 14 locall:lqiratu'l-Quds, 20 
local endowments ... " 

cameroon Republic 
" ... 875 localities, 318 LSAs, 3 district Centers, 20 local 

Centers, 55 endowments ... Counsellor, five Board members, 
50 delegates, 72 visitors (Convention) rejoice triumphant conclu
sion World Plan, deeply grateful thrilling message and confi
dence Cameroon community. With uplifted hearts determine 
complete Centers. 37 pledges achieve new goals. Praying friends 
Cradle Faith. . ." 

Central African Empire 
"One LSA incorporation, two regional Centers, 13 local Cen

ters, 27 local end~wments, 26 LSAs extension teaching. . ." 

The Gambia 
"Fifth National Convention Baha'is Gambia joyously an

nounces election National Spiritual Assembly, completion all 
goals Five Year Plan, wholehearted acceptance dedication win 
new goals. . ." 

Ghana 
"Rejoice 77 Assemblies, 330 localities, 4 incorporations, 18 

local Centers, one regional Center completed, second nearing 
completion, 22 endowments ... Inspiring Convention 83 friends 
35 delegates honored presence Counsellor Kazemi, 3 Board 
members. Spirit great thanksgiving total victory Five Year Plan, 
dedicated achievement two year plan. . ." 

Ivory Coast/Mali 
"Ivory Coast 74 LSAs, 189 localities, 4 local Centers, 2 

regional Centers, 15 endowments ... Mali 5 LSAs ... We an~ 



nounce successful 9th Convention 100 participants, 41 delegates, 
3 Auxiliary Board members, 9 assistants. Three days study of 
Plan and consultation about teaching, local Centers, education of 
children, women's activities, contact with authorities, mass 
media ... " 

Kenya 
"Convention jubilant achievement goals Plan, eagerly accept 

God-given tasks flTSt two years Seven Year Plan. Blessed pres
ence Counsellor, eight Auxiliary Board members, 105 delegates 
and over 60 visitors. Grateful your inspiring, soul-stirring mes
sages. Delegates united spirit consultation, pledge increased 
spiritual, material contribution fuller participation achievement 
national, international goals. . ." 

UberialGuinea 
"55 LSAs, 5 incorporated, 164 localities. Five 

~iratu'l-Quds completed, four under construction, 11 land 
obtained, 15 endowments ... Wannest greetings Baha'i Six-
teenth National Convention ... Fruitful consultation delegates 
assure success first phase Seven Year Plan. Three home front 
pioneers, nine travel teachers. Plead prayers Holy Shrines con
fmnations surround our efforts. " 

Mauritius 
"98 Local Spiritual Assemblies, 175 localities. . .2 Board 

members, 67 delegates, 141 friends assembled 4-day Convention 
heartfelt gratitude an: prayers accomplishment teaching goals 
Five Year. Plan, fruitful consultation contents inspiring message, 
fmn resolution pursue actively all goals. . ." 

Nigeria 
"160 Assemblies, 17 local and 2 district Centers, 30 endow

ments Nigeria." 

Reunion 
"Happy announce Convention initiating Seven Year Plan par

ticipation 37, nine delegates, two Auxiliary Board 
members ... Consultation centered exciting global Plan, eagerly 
awaiting specific goals. Unprecedented spirit unity Ri<;lvan Festi- -
val. Prepared immediately begin tasks Plan ... " 

Rhodesia-
"103 Assemblies, 566 localities, IO incorporations, 31 local 

and district Centers, 46 endowments ... Heartfelt love, gratitude 
successes enjoyed this community undoubtedly attributable assis
tance Spiritual Realm prayers Threshold Shrines. 40 delegates, 
Counsellor Fat'he-Aazam, 4 Auxiliary Board members, 14 assis
tants, total 117 attending offer thanks new Plan, determinedly 
dedicating efforts early realization goals. Solicit continued guid
ance, protection Divine Institutions." 

Rwanda 
"Marvelous Convention, 76 participants delegates, believers, 

Auxiliary Board members. . ." 

S6n6ga1 
"Goals achieved as follows: 38 Assemblies, 90 localities, ,all 

translations done save Mandinke, national endowment transfer
red our name, regional Center completed, 5 local Centers 
acquired ... Joyous Ri<;lvlin greetings. We announce withjoy the 

success of our National Convention presence 2 Auxiliary Board 
members, 22 delegates, 35 observers gathered to celebrate ac
complishment of the victorious Five Year Plan. Inspired 'mes
sage, enthusiastic new horizons goals Seven Year Plan. . ." 

Seychelles 
"Twenty-five delegates, two members Auxiliary Board, 70 

friends attending eighth annual Convention profoundly grateful 
messages. Beseech your loving prayers Holy Shrines divine con
flfDlations enable this community achieve all goals during initial 
two-year phase Seven Year Plan. " 

Sierra Leone 
"25 Local Assemblies, 90 localities, 2 local Centers under 

construction, 5 local endowments, incorporation NSA 
complete ... Convention held well attended, joyously received' 
message launching Seven Year Plan. Hannonious consultation 
moving members to pursue goals and determined become 
self-supporting ... " 

South West Africa 
"Locality and Assembly goals won. South Africa 204 As

semblies, 723 localities, 48 local endowments, 2 district Haziras, 
5 local Haziras complete, 4 local Haziras building including 
Transkei and Buphothatswana. Southwest Africa 26 Assemblies, 
167 localities, 10 endowments, 5 Haziras. S1. Helena one As
sembly, one endowment ... " 

Swaziland 
"Delighted announcing happy, successful four-day Conven

tion attendance two Auxiliary Board members, 57 delegates from 
23 communities, 95 participants and scores of youth celebrated 
successful achievement Five Year Plan teaching goals, joyous 
launching of new Seven Year Plan. All wholeheartedly pledge 
fulfillment divinely inspired goals. . ." 

Tanzania 
"16th Convention attended 50 delegates, Counsellor Dr. 

'Ahdiyyih, 7 Auxiliary Board members, observers. Received 
good news first phase Seven Year Plan and message with 
gratitude, consultation on details Plan in progress. . .Participants 
pledge full involvement achieving goals. . ." 

Upper Volta 
"Local Spiritual Assemblies 18, localities 63, 3 local Centers 

built, 4 local endowments acquired, national endowment in 
progress ... " 

Zaire 
" ... Assemblies 1,463, localities 4,100." 

Zambia 
"154 Local Assemblies, 12 incorporated, 68 endowments, 32 

local Centers, 3 district Centers. . .1,172 localities." 
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The Americas 
Alaska 

"Loving Baha'i greetings 23rd annual Convention, 354 
Baha'is of Alaska. Inspired dedicated souls ready to initiate Plan, 
striving valiantly to increase contributions to International Fund. 
Largest attendance to date including coinciding children's pro
gram. Heartfelt message uniting believers to ever greater efforts 
achieve goals frrst two years." 

Argentina 
"Convention announces numerical goals met: 57 Assemblies, 

262 localities, 12 l:laiiratu'l-Quds, 9 endowments. Rejoiced 
formation Assembly Quilmes, site holy t9mb May ~axwell. 
Special attention delegates compensate obstacles Iran with 
homefront pioneers, greater financial independence. Argentine 
Baha'i community assumes challenge frrst phase Seven Year Plan 
with spirit unity, firmness, trusting your prayers Holy 
Threshold. . ." 

BarbadoslWindward Islands 
"44 Local Assemblies, 53 localities ... three incorponitions, 

one national two local endowments, one district Center purchased 
one in progress. . ." 

Belize 
"Joyously report Five Year Plan victoriously achieved. 53 

Assemblies, 11· incorporations, 151 localities ... 3 district 
Haziratu'l-Quds, 9 local, 24 endowments including 2 pledges and 
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. s0n:'e with document~ in pro~ess. Pioneer goals 
achIeved ... Joyous matunng ConventIon ... highly stimulated 
presence Counsellor McLaren, evident eagerness plunge into 
new Plan: ,conSOlidate victories won, implement all aspects new 
goals ... 

Bolivia 
" ... 1,066 Local Assemblies were formed, number of 

localities is 4,903 ... 22 locall:l~iratu'l-Quds and 2 local en
dowments have been acquired. 4 pioneers have been sent 
abroad ... Literature has been translated into two tribal lan
guages, Chiquitano and Guarayo. 5 National Teaching Confer
ences have been held ... 9 incorporations ... Immensely over
joyed receipt Naw-Ruz message new Plan. More than 100 
delegates and participants desirous to put in action ... Have 
commenced national program for training believers to hold class
es for Baha'i education of children. Beginning national campaign 
for fmancial self-sufficiency with great support. We are sure that 
this Plan will raise up the spiritual and material potentialities to 
achieve even greater victories. . ." 

Brazil 
"Grateful inspiring illuminating presence beloved Hand Dr. 

Varqa. 300 Baha'is including Counsellor Pavon, 11 Auxiliary 
Board members, 33 delegates jubilant successful conclusion Five 
Year Plan. Mature consultation resulted following victories, 
pledges: over 50 pioneers traveling teachers including 3 for Asia; 
establishment Baha'i school in northeast region by 9 friends; two 
boats for Amazon region; deputization and National Fund pledges 
totaling 536,000 Cruzeiros; purchase or installation Baha'i radio. 
station in northeast region with $30,000 in hand; prayers in 
Tikoona Indian language translated; adoption by all participants 
of individual goals. Beseech prayers Holy Shrines progress Faith 
Brazil. .. " 

Canada 
"Rejoicing achievement Five Year Plan goals. Heartfelt 

gratitude critical assistance House of Justice, Hands Cause, 
Counsellors, National Spiritual Assembly, Auxiliary Board, as
sistants winning Plan. Presence native believers commands 
deepest appreciation their vital role Five Year Plan. . .Receipt 
Seven Year Plan stimulates vigorous consultation methods, 
means achievement. Particular focus investigation development, 
refinement teaching methods. Vital awareness critical juncture 
fortunes mailkind necessitates absolute loyalty Covenant 
Baha 'u 'llab. Grateful Baha 'u 'llab quality, unity Canadian Baha'i 
community in spite of divisive forces assailing mankind. Con~n
tion striving acceleration process spiritual development enrich
ment believers result attraction masses Cause God. Facing chal
lenge maintain momentum expansion consolidation, compensate 
restrictions suffering steadfast believers Cradle Faith. Renewed 
consciou'sness reliance infallible guidance Supreme Body. Hum
bly request prayers our behalf Holy Shrines ... " 

Chile 
"Delegates, believers in presence Counsellor Athos Costas, 4 

Auxiliary Board members rejoicing on accomplishment and sur
passing goals Five Year Plan. Pledge renewed efforts to comply 
first phase Seven Year Plan. Praying protection friends 
Iran ... LSAs before eve April 20 133, localities 325, all goals 
fulfilled. . ." 



EI Salvador 
. " ... Local Spiritual Assemblies 100, groups 76, isolated 
centers 94, localities 270, local incorporations 3 .. .local en
dowments 25,I:I~iratu'I-Quds sites 4 ... National Spiritual As
sembly elected with positive spirit. Convention enthusiastically 
decided to reach remaining goals Five Year Plan and initial goals 
Seven Year Plan. . ." 

French Antilles 
"Endowment, Temple lands found, negotiations started. 26 

Local assemblies, 78 localities ... NSA and one LSA 
incorporated. . ." 

Guyana 
"53 Local Assemblies, 153 localities ... one local, one district 
l;I~iratu'l-Quds, 4 endowments ... Joyfully report enthusiastic 
response 91 observe~, 28 delegates, elected new NSA, breadth 
Guyana represented. Consultation energetic, warm, 
intelligent ... Resolved accomplish all goals during frrst two
year phase Seven Year Plan ... " 

Haiti 
" 16th Convention three glorious days, 49 delegates present, 

19 visitors, 3 Auxiliary Board members representing Continental 
Board of Counsellors ... Participation animated. All Five Year 
Plan goals accomplished, enthusiastic begin Seven Year 
Plan ... " 

Honduras 
"Bountiful harvest 122 Local Assemblies, 558 localities, IS 

incorporations, 9 local Centers, 20 endowments. " 

Jamaica 
"Joyous Ric;lvan greetings. Convention successful, N.SA 

elected. Five Year Plan enthusiastically launched, spirit dedIca
tion friends high, positive commitment achieve new goals. . ." 

LeewardlVirgin Islands 
"Report Five Year Plan totals ... two local endowments, two 

local Haziratu'l-Quds, 32 Assemblies, four incorporated, 74 
localities: .. Loving greetings 13th National Convention Lee
ward and Virgin Islands in Antigua. Received two-year phase 
Seven Year Plan enthusiasm, endeavor first NSA achieve LSA ' 
goals one year. Much love generated ... " 

Mexico 
" ... 165 Assemblies, 602 localities, 211:1~iratu'I-Quds vir

tually complete ... With grateful hearts 45 d.elegates, 117 visitors 
joyously united National Convention Puebla, Mexico, Counsel
lor Attmadiyyih, seven Auxiliary Board members. Heightened 
enthusiasm happiness generated heroic fulfillment goals Five 
Year Plan, deeply movel;l inspiring messages Supreme Body, 
redoubling effort Seven Year Plan ... Initial nationwide efforts 
launch Jaguar Plan Yucatan participation 33 volunteers, 26 
pioneers including 7 Mayas arising fill goals undeveloped 
areas ... " 

~ -.. ··-·-------IItt, 
Nicaragua 

"35 Local Spiritual Assemblies all departments, 120 
localities, 5 endowments, 3 l:Ia~iratu'I-Quds, one 
incorporation. ' , 

Panama 
"Local Spiritual Assemblies 135, localities 419, local incorpo

rations 18, local l:I~iratu' I-Quds 15, endowments 33. . ." 

"Peru 
"Local Spiritual Assemblies 272, incorporations 42, 

l:I~iratu'I-Quds 29, endowments 47, localities 924 ... " 

Puerto Rico 
"Assemblies 22, localities 62, incorporated Assemblies 6, 

local l:I~iratu'I-Quds 2, local endowments 2, national endow
ments one ... Receiving loving cable, grateful prayers guidance 
and Counsellors' representative. Determined seize opportunity 
fulfill new goals with impetus from victories won. . ." 

Surinam/French Guiana 
": .. Localities Surinam 60, French Guiana 16; Local 

Spiritual Assemblies Surinam 41, French Guiana 6; incorporations 
Surinam 3, French Guiana I; l;I~iratu'I-Quds Surinam 1 na-' 
tional, 2 local, I district, French Guiana I local; national endow
ment, I Temple site Surinam ... Blessed by spirit Baha'u'llah 
delegates assembled third National Convention Surinam and 
French Guiana representing various ethnic groups share joy 
achievement goals Five Year Plan, some surpassed. Convention 
enriched presence two Auxiliary Board members representing 
Continental Board of Counsellors and participation Bush Negroes 
and Amerindians. New National Spiritual Assembly represent
ing flower garden of Baba'u'lhih. Entire delegation challenged, 
eagerly anticipate early victory two-year phase exciting Seven 
Year Plan ... " " 

Trinidad/Tobago 
" ... 138 local Assemblies, 323 localities, 18 

incorporations ... Joyously announce stimulating Convention, 
unity unprecedented. 57 delegates, 33 observers assisted by three 
Auxiliary Board members. . . Goals Seven Year Plan enthusias
tically received, believers inspired to action ... " 

United States 
" ... 7,041 localities, 1,488 Local Assemblies, 414 incorpo

rated Assemblies ... All foreign goals accomplished as stated 
Plan except that Assembly goal Bermuda exceeded by 
one. ~ .Over 1,800 delegates and friends gathered at the 70th 
National Baha'i Convention express joy and gratitude for the 
blessed presence and inspiration of the Hands of the Cause Wil
liam Sears, Zikrullah Khadem and John Robarts and Counsellors 
Edna True, Sarah Pereira and Velma Sherrill. We are grateful for 
the guidance of the Hands of the Cause Ral)matu'llab Muhajir and 
• Ali-Akbar Furutan and Counsellor Hedi Al:tmadiyyih whose 
dedicated efforts contributed vitally to the acceleration of teach
ing efforts. With their assistance, the manifold sac~fices of the 
American Baba' i community, and the bounties showered upon us 
by the Divine Concourse, the Five Year Plan of God was br:ought 
to a successful conclusion with an unprecedented explOSIOn of 
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victories. We applaud the efforts of our National Assembly for its 
guidance during this time and for its instantaneous response to·the 
plight of our beleaguered brethren in the Cradle of the Faith. We 
dedicate ourselves to redoubling our efforts in honor of the 
Persian friends during this period when many opportunities are 
currently denied them. In a chaotic world our hearts are unspeak
ably grateful for the divine stability of the Supreme Institution 
demonstrated anew by the Seven Year Plan. We unanimously 
dedicate the frrst two crucial years to the memory of the Oreatest 
Holy Leaf. Please pray for our spiritual rebirth as individuals 
channeled into teaching and administrative activities. Please pray 
that we may transform our intentions into sustained efforts from 
the very frrst day of this Plan ... 

Venezuela 
" ... 257 Local Assemblies, 16 incorporated, 19 

l:I~ratu'l-Quds, 28 endowments ... With attendance of more 
than 100 believers, 28 delegates, we celebrate successfultennina
tion Five Year Plan and election new and well-represented Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. Extensive and fruitful period of con
sultation and contributions of 3,589 Bolivars. We are prepared to 
dedicate ourselves to the challenges of the next Plan. . ." 

Asia 
Bunna 

..... 362'localities, 153 Assemblies, 1 Temple site, 1 Teach
ing Institute, 2 district 4 locall:l~iratu'l-Quds, 2 endowments, 
all goals complete ... Over 300 attended Youth Conference; suc
cessful Convention starting 19 April Daidanaw attended Counsel-

lor Samaniego, four Auxiliary Board members, 59 delegates, 
over 1,000 friends ... " 

India 
"Humbly convey Ri9van greetings ... Assemblies 10,377, 

localities 34,873, Assemblies incorporated 497, l:I~iratu'I-Quds 
acquired during Five Year Plan 21, state district 46 village 41 
endowments. . .84 delegates 50th annual Convention inspired 
presence Counsellors Boman, Afshin, Khianra, 28 members Aux
iliary Board, 235 observers. Deeply moved stirring call Seven Year 
Plan ... " 

Japan 
"Happily report achievement goals LSAs and localities. 47 

Local Assemblies, 302 localities ... Deep appreciation loving 
assistance for successful accomplishment Five Year Plan, also 
stirring Convention message Counsellor Suzuki, over 100 
Baha'is at Convention dedicate themselves accomplishment first 
phase Seven Year Plan, beseech prayers this community for 
which 'Abdu'I-Baha prophesied much victories ... " 

Korea 
" ... Local Assemblies 181, groups 371, localities 

774 ... Praying Blessed Perfection sustain your mighty efforts 
Plan to come ... 16th Korean National Convention privileged 
presence Counsellor Mumtazi, seven Auxiliary Board members, 
highest number observers its history ... Delegates resolved un
dertake Seven Year Plan earliest achiovement. . ." 

Pakistan 
" ... Assemblies 83, localities 564, incorporations 27, local 

Haziras 4, district Haziras 3, endowment 1, Temple site 
1. .. Forty-seven delegates, observers presence Counsellor 
Kermani, three Auxiliary Board members holding eighth annual 
Convention humbly submit servitude. . . Wish share tidings that 
last night Dacca Radio Forum mentioned Baha'u'lllih as 'ar
chitect of international brotherhood for this age.' All assured 
success endeavor completion goals frrst phase .P1an. . ." 

Singapore 
"Rejoicing bountiful harvest Five Year Plan, successful elec

tion National Assembly. . . Counsellor Sundram, Auxiliary 
Board member Rose Ong, 17 delegates, over 40 observers. Initial· 
phase Seven Year Plan consulted great enthusiasm, determined 
fulfillment ... " 

Sri Lanka 
" .. ,Assemblies 98, localities 404, well over one hundred 

percent increase believers. . ." 

Taiwan 
" ... Localities total 148, Assemblies 15 ... Eagerly, 

wholeheartedly enter recently received Seven Year Plan confident 
swiftly surpass goals. . ." 

Thailand 
"Friends overjoyed, deeply grateful Baha'u'U3h: 97 Assem

blies, 450)ocalities ... " 



Australasia 
Australia 

". . .102 Local Assemblies, 359 localities, 50 incorporations, 
all pioneers at posts ... Largest assemblage Australian Conven
tion joyously affirms dedication Seven Year Plan. 81 assembled . 
delegates, nearly 500 friends deeply grateful guidance, spiritual 
stimulation message Universal House of Justice. Overjoyed tre
mendous gain Five Year Plan, inspired extend efforts fulfillment 
new challenges ... Friends inspired ... presence Hand Cause 
Featherstone, Counsellor Khan, 10 Auxiliary Board members. 
Pervasive spirit optimism, two international travel teachers al
ready raised. . ." 

Cook Islands 
"24 Local Assemblies, 34 islands, 95-plus 

localities ... Eighteen delegates all major areas, 100 friends in
spired 'presence Auxiliary Board member Ushibata celebrating 
victories, consulting achieve goals new Plan. National Assembly 
representative of believers east, west ... " 

RJi Islands 
"Loving greetings from delegates, friends assembled 10th 

annual Convention Baha'is of Fiji, grateful presence Counsellor 
Harwood, three Auxiliary Board members. Rejoice victories Five 
Year Plan, eager launch, corifident fulfillment goals Seven Year 
Plan ... " 

Gilbert IslandslTuvalu 
"Latest statistics 80 Assemblies, 16 registered, 201 localities, 

number believers doubled ... 13 locall:l~iratu'I-Quds ... " 

Mariana Islands 
"Final report of Five Year Plan accomplishments total number 

of Local Spiritual Assemblies 1 0, localities opened 

32 ... National Assembly incorporated, national and two local 
l:I~iratu'l-Quds (aquired) ... Surge spirituality Mariana Islands 
inspired by persecutions Cradle Faith resulting triumphal victory 
all Fi ve Year Plan goals . Convention delegates recommend 
Mariana Baha'is dedicate prayers Feast of Nur for iran and others 
worldwide restricted Baha'i activities. Successful election sec
ond ~~tional Spiritual Assembly Mariana Islands, newspaper, 
teleVISion coverage Convention, joyous occasion banquet com
memorating 25th anniversary Knight Bahli'u'll8h Olson's arrival • 
Mariana Islands Ric;lvan ... Accept challenge Seven Year Plan 
with joy and confidence. First fruit announced Convention decla
ration ninth member Yigo Guam presaging immediate fonnation 
new Spiritual Assembly." . 

Marshall Islands 
.. Joyfully announce achievement following goals Five Year 

Plan: 15 Local Assemblies, 42 localities, Teoiple site, endow
ment land, three local Centers, two revised translations Prayer 
Book ... " 

New Zealand 
"36 Local Assemblies, 191 localities, 17 incorporations. Cook 

Islands 2 Local Assemblies, 5 localities, I incorporation ... All 
property goals Cook Islands, New Zealand attained. Chatham 
Islands reopened aid Australian believers ... 5 Auxiliary Board 
members, 54 delegates, assembled friends gathered 22nd annual 
Convention inspired message Supreme Institution, resolved 
steadfastness, beseeching prayers divine assistance needed carry 
forward momentum achieved recent months accomplish goals 
first phase Seven Year Plan." 

Papua New Guinea 
"Five Year Plan achieved, 131 Local Assemblies, 484 

localities, l:Ia~iratu'I-Quds Fatmilak and Manus 
achieved ... Happy inform lIth National Convention held great 
success. 32 delegates attended. Messages Universal House of 
Justice, Hand Cause Featherstone opened Convention. Counsel
lor Hoehnke greeted delegates, visitors. Goals Five Year Plan 
achieved. Hope win goals Seven Year Plan." 

Philippines 
"Five Year Plan accomplishments as of April 20: 548 Local 

Assemblies, 5,898 localities, including Assemblies 49 out of 74 
provinces and sub-provinces, 41 LSA incorporations. Local 
l:I~iratu'I-Quds aquired Negros, Cebu Islands; sites acquired 
Palawan, Bobol, Samar, Masbate and construction buildings in 
progress. Supplementary goal l:I~iratu'I-Quds site acquired 
Pangasinan Province. Publishing Trust legalized. 24 pioneer set
tlers 10 countries, 12 travel teachers 9 countries. . .Joyfully 
announce Philippine National Convention ... grateful presence 
Hand Cause Dr. Muhajir, Counsellor Payman, 13 Auxiliary 
Board members, 301 participants 17 cities, record-breaking 135 
ballots received, 39 delegates attending. Regional consultations 
produced increased integration and cooperation, triple number 
Area Teaching Committees, 15 teaching projects starting im
mediately, al~ specific plans self-organizing, self-supporting 
basis ... " 
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Samoa 
" .. .local Assemblies 54, localities 209, incorporations 15, 

local Haziras 10 ... ~' 

Solomon Islands 
"LSAs 66, incorporated 13, localities 440 ... Iocal Centers 

- II ... Joyously inform news Convention Honiara, 51 delegates 
appreciate presence Counsellor Battrick, two Auxiliary Board 
members plus two newly appointed Auxiliary Board 
members ... Aware responsibilities first two years Seven Year 
Plan ... " 

South West Pacific 
" ... New Caledonia LSAs 7, incorporated 2, localities 24; 

Loyalty Islands LSAs 6, incorporated 2, localities 24; Wallis and 
Futuna Islands 2 groups; Society Islands LSAs I, localities 2; 
Tumautu Islands localities 2 ... " 

Tonga 
"40 Local Assemblies, 122 localities, 2 local 

Centers ... Loving greetings from participants Baha'i Conven
tion. Divine spirit Tongan believers grows stronger yearly. Be
seech prayers Holy Shrines success Seven Year Plan. " 

Europe 

Austria 
" ... LSAs 15, localities 61. .. Hundred friends assembled 

Steyr close Five Year Plan for 21st National Convention, pres
ence Hand Cause 'Ala'i, Counsellor Betty Reed; two Auxiliary 
Board members. Inspired message Universal House Justice, 
friends pledge go faithfully wholeheartedly forward into first 
phase Seven Year Plan ... " 
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Belgium 
" ... 19 LSAs, at least one per province, 79 localities, 8 

incorporations. . ." 

Cyprus 
"Goals achieved. Four LSAs, eight Centers, Temple site, 

Hazira, endowment purchased. . . Incorporation continUing ... 

Denmark 
" ... 11 LSAs 44 localities ... 3 Local Assembly incor
porations in process in Denmark. One LSA, 5 localities in 
Greenland ... One Counsellor, Mother Denmark Johanne Hoeg, 2 . 
Auxiliary Board members, assistants, members National Spiritual 
Assembly, delegates, friends gathered National Convention rec
ognizing pressing need last chance achieving remaining goals Five 
Year Plan, expressed serious suggestions displaying constructive 
joint efforts, loving fellowship, united prayers presence, assistarice 
Beloved Beauty. Conveying love, gratitude, assurance fidelity 
Universal House of Justice ... " 

Finland 
" ... 18 Local Spiritual Assemblies, 35 localities ... 15 Local 

Assembly incorporations." 

France 
" ... 32 LSAs (MonaCo included), 61 groups, 191 localities. 

Numerous pioneers and homefront pioneers settled ... Anxious 
to fulfill remaining goals. . ." 

Germany 
" ... 93 Assemblies, 552 localities .. .46 incor

porations ... Deeply grateful Universal House of Justice guid
ance, encouragement, prayers. First time 600 believers gathered 
National Convention, 54 delegates present, uplifted participation 
Counsellor Anneliese Bopp, 5 Auxiliary Board members. Joy
fully celebrated achievement 93 LSAs, full participation election. 
Felt strongly spirit unity, awareness institutions shoulder respon
sibilities achieve goals new Plan. Pledges DM 420,000, 7 adults, 
8 children pioneers, 67 travel teachers volunteered testimony 
spirit sacrifice beginning Seven Year Plan." 

Greece 
"Joyfully report victory Convention, vital. consultation 

showed growing maturity. All friends overjoyed deeply enthusias
tic through inspiring message Supreme Body. Most grateful pres
ence Hand Cause Miihlschlegel and representative of Counsellors 
Bogie. Pledge renewed efforts living Baha'i way of life. Offer 
prayers worldwide success opening phase Plan. " 

Iceland 
" ... 9 LSAs, 3 of which incorporated, 32 localities.: .. 54 

adults, 30 children attending 3-day Convention inspired 
memories presence Hand Cause in Iceland, eag~r gain momen
tum spread message Baha'u'llah masses Iceland;" 



Ireland 
" ... 16 Assemblies, 4 incorporated, 51 lo-

calities ... Heartfelt greetings 234 friends, children gathered 
Convention Ireland greatly enhanced presence UK Board 
member Madeline Hellaby. Triumphant spirit consolidate vic
tories won, energies channeled toward new horizons uplifting 
challenges opening phase Seven Year Plan. Hearts moved suffer
ing beloved friends Cradle Faith. Renewed zeal seize every 
opportunity attain new independent maturity, enable each indi
vidual guard, support wholeheartedly, serve our precious trust 
Cause of God ... " 

Italy, 
.... .43 LSAs, 195 localities ... Sent one pioneer Nigeria, 

one to Switzerland, two to France. . ." 

Luxembourg 
..... 12 Local Spiritual Assemblies, 36 localities .. .4 Local 

Assemblies incorporated ... Delegates and friends gathered at 
new l:I~iratu'I-Quds in presence Counsellor Anneliese Bopp, 

. Auxiliary Board members, old and new members National As
sembly inspired your Naw-Rliz message, special message inau
guration l:I~iratu'I-Quds. Determined maintain momentum ac
tivities fulfill goals assigned, planning how best we can meet 
requirements our beloved House Justice to scale nobler heights of 
heroism to coincide with the lowest ebb of man's declining 
fortunes. We send our deepest thanks and love and fervently 
supplicate your help in achieving new goals set up for opening 
phase Seven Year Plan. Our prayers are offered that you will be 
given ever-increasing strength, ever-increasing courage to face 
the great task before you ... 

Norway 
..... LSAs 12 including I Lofoten Islands, localities 40 in

cluding Spitsbergen, counties all except one ... .incorporated 
LSAs 10 ... Over 70 Baha'is attending-including· 2 Auxiliary 
Board members, 16 delegates and 8 NSA members-the 18th 
annual Norwegian Baha'i Convention. Inspired by your message 
into first phase Seven Year Plan. Conscious economic situation 
Baha'i world and resolved to shoulder our share this new 
burden ... " 

Spain 
.••... LSAs Spain 46, Andorra I, Balearic 4, Canary 7; 

localities Spain 212, Andorra 3, Balearic. 8, Canary 25; LSAs 
incorporated Spain 31, Balearic I, Canary 3 ... We received 
your message with joy with regard to the Seven Year Plan whose 
content will be the direction guiding the life of the Spanish 
community day by day as well as your congratulations for the 
happy fulfrllment of the Five Year Plan. This National Conven
tion takes in its hands the task of beginning the Seven Year Plan 
with the same strength with which we have finished the Five Year 
Plan. We are conscious of the special help we have r~eived and 
of the prayers for Spain which you have said at the Holy 
Threshold. With joy we infoIm you of the arising of 18 traveling 

. teachers and a valuable financial contribution for the publishing 
house. We beg for prayers in the Holy Shrines for the All
Powerful to guide our National Assembly. . ." 

• _.4 ________ ~ 

Sweden 
" ... Assemblies 21, localities 62, incorporations 21. .. With 

jubilant hearts Counsellor Taherzadeh, Auxiliary Board members 
Afsahi, Johansson, NSA, delegates, 150 friends present (Conven
tion) offer appreciation for your devoted prayers, constant support, 
untiring inspiration, guidance, and loving forbearance. Humbly 
request prayers for ever-increasing dedication, effort, confirmation 
our beloved Faith. . ." 

Switzerland 
"Total LSAs 25, total localities 173, LSAs incorporated 22, 

acquisition endowment Liechtenstein ... Joyously welcome 
Naw-Ruz 136 messages. Counsellor Blumenthal, 3 Auxiliary 
Board members; 37 delegates, total 122 participants present. 
Determination maintain momentum gathered activities final 
month Five Year Plan. Love, unity, community life particularly 
important themes. United forces friends all regions, Auxiliary 
Boards through support assistants channeling efforts Central and 
Eastern Switzerland. Minority teaching particular concern. In 
Year of Child, special emphasis Baha'i education through Baha'i 
classes, public events. Supplicating prayers Holy Threshold." 

United Kingdom 
"Joyous hearts announce formation 181 Spiritual Assemblies 

Five Year Plan including one in each county England, Wales, 
Scotland. All districts United Kingdom open Cause God. Four 
l:Ia~iratu'I-Quds acquired, 2 in England, one Scotland, one 
Northern Ireland ... Humbly offering gratitude confmnation 
Lord Hosts collective services rank and file believers, army travel 
teachers, settlement over 270 pioneers current year mostly March 
April. .. Over 1,000 attended National Convention Southport 
including bounty 9 members Auxiliary Board. Unity, radiance 
manifest friends. Maturity consultation resulting determination 
surge forward Seven Year Plan bearers Word God. Aware neces
sity sacrifice. Resolve teach, consolidate, proclaim, strengthen 
community, foster development believers. 42 international travel 
teachers, 45 homefront travel teachers, 16 overseas pioneers 
proceeding next six months including one pioneer Central Afri
can Empire proceeding next month ... " 
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India 

Canada 
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Around the World 

The BaM'i community of Sangli,. 
Maharashtra, India recently acquired this 
locallfal,iratu'l-Quds. The woman standing at 
the right is Mrs. Joy Munson, a pioneer from 

A talk by the Hand of the Cause of God John 
Robarts highlighted a meeting last March 11 in 
the Montreal area sponsored by the Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Pierre fonds, Quebec. 

The meeting, entitled "Remember My 
Days," was designed to inspire and deepen the 
friends on the significance of the Covenant of 
Baha 'u 'llab with special emphasis on His life and 
sufferings. 

Auxiliary Board member Ted Oliver spoke on 
the significance of pioneering, and the friends in 
Iran were remembered and prayed for. 

The Hand of the Cause of God John Robarts 
speaks on the life and suffering of BaM' u'lltih 
during a meeting entitled 'Remember MyDays' 
sponsored by the Spiritual Assembly of 
Pierrefonds, Quebec. The purpose of the 
meeting was to deepen the friends in 
understanding the significance and purpose of 
the Covenant of BaM' u' IIdh. 

the U.S. who has lived in Sanglifor the IDst 
four years and whose generosity was 
instrumental in the acquisition of the Center. 



Italy 
The anniversary of the passing of the Hand of 

. the Cause of God Dorothy Beecher Baker, who 
was killed January 10, 1954, when the plane she 
was on crashed near the Mediterranean island of 
Elba, was commemorated this year by the 
Baha'is of Portoferraio, Italy. 

Auxiliary Board member Mario Piarulli from 
. Leece joined Baha'is from Leghorn, Sardinia 

and Alessandria for the ceremony at 
Portoferraio's Provincial Hall. 

Among the guests were Roberto Bandinelli, a 
retired Harbor Office employe who was the frrst 
to arrive at the scene of the crash in 1954, and 
Domenico Barbieri, who was mayor of Porto 
Azzurro at the time. 

Following a brief .ntroduction to the Faith by 
Agnese Boerio, a pioneer to Elba, Mrs. Baker's 
life and accomplishments were recalled by 
Emanuele Tinto on behalf of the National 
Spiritual Assembly ofItaly. 

Theobservance ended with the reading of one 
of Mrs. Baker's favorite prayers, which begins, 
"From the sweet-scented streams of Thine 
eternity ... ", 

The next morning, the friends placed flowers 
at the monument erected in the cemetery at Porto 
Azzurro to the memory of those whose bodies 
were never recovered after the accident. Many 

Flowers, pamphlets and a photo of the Hand of 
the Cause of God Dorothy Beecher Baker were 
displayed in January as the Baha'is of 
Portoferraio, Italy, commemorated the 25th 
anniversary of her passing. Mrs. Baker lost her 
life in an airplane crash near the island of Elba 

._. ______ w-____ .... ~ 

This monument in the cemetery at Porto Azzu"o, 
Elba, was erected in the memory of those whose 
bodies were never found after an airplane crash 
there in January 1954. Among those who lost 
their lives in the crash was the Hand of the Cause 
of God Dorothy Beecher Baker. 

local people were present, and Baha'i and other 
prayers were read. 

on January /0, 1954, following a teaching trip 
to India and Pakistan. Those who attended the 
memorial ceremony were given a copy of the 
pamphlet, 'The Soul of Man and Its Evolution 
After Death.' 

August 19791BaI16'( News 13 



EI Salvador 

Switzerland 
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Young people from nine countries attended EI 
SalvCuJor's I ntemational BaIui'i Youth 

More than 200 young people were present last 
December 28-January 1 for El Salvador's 
International Baha'i Youth Conference at the 
Instituto Tecnologico Centro-Americano in 
Santa Tecla. 

The conference, which sprang from a request 
by the Universal House of Justice, was planned 
by the Continental Board of Counsellors in 
Central America in conjunction with the 
National Spiritual Assembly of El Salvador. 

Among those attending were young people 
from Costa Rica, France, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Iran, Mexico, Nicaragua and the United States. 

Afterward, some participants went to Panama 
for another conference while others remained for 
a few days to teach in El Salvador. The effort 
proved effective as a ninth person declared in 

,. > •• ~., 

BaM'is of 
Aarau, Switzerland, wasformedJanuary 14. Its 
members are (left to right) Beatrice Nellen, 

Conference last December 2B-January I in 
Santa Tecla. 

Las Moritas, and that area, along with Nanualco 
and El Amate, has completed El Salvador's Five 
Year Plan goal for Local Spiritual Assemblies. 

During the conference the Feast of Sharaf 
(Honor) was hosted by the Baha'i community of 
Santa Tecla. Following the prayers, readings 
and consultation, two guitarists led singing, the 
children's class presented recitations, and 
ventriloquist Oscar Soto perfonned. 

-;nh,riplrn S'ho,ent,akf!r, Tom Shoerlnm:er. 

Marki, Henrik Jansoon, Mahbube Hiebcher. 
Laura Jansoon, Klaus Hielscher, Lilian Marlei. 



United 
States 

Belgium 

The U.S. Baha') community ended the Five 
Year Plan with an unprecedented "explosion of 
victories" that enabled it not only to win but to 
surpass most of the goals of the Plan. 

At Ri9Van, the number of Local Spiritual 
Assemblies in the U.S. totaled 1,488 (the goal 
was 1,400). Localities numbered 7,041 (the goal 
was 7,(00), while incorporated Assemblies 
totaled 414 (compared to a goal of 400). 

All other domestic and overseas goals were 
won including sending 423 pioneers to foreign 
posts. 

In Georgia and South Carolina, deepened and 
experienced believers traveled long distances 

Forty-seven people who regularly volunteered 
their time over the past several years to Serve at 
the Baha') House of Worship in Wilmette, 
Illinois, were honored March 31 with the 

. newly-established "Corinne True Award for 
Meritorious Service" during a ceremony in 
Foundation Hall at the House of Worship. 

The awards were presented by Continental 
Counsellor Edna True, for whose mother the 
award is named. 

Recipients were chosen for their dedicated 
service at ,the House of Worship welcoming 
visitors, singing in the a cappella choir, or 
organizing meetings and 4evotional programs. 

The Hand of the Cause of God Paul Haney, 
representing the Universal House of Justice and 
the International Teaching Centre, was an 
honored guest last November 11-13 as 
approximately 300 Baha'is from several 
countries gathered in Brussels, Belgium, for a 
series of events marking the official opening of 
that country's new Nationall:l~iratu'I-Quds. 

Others present included Continental 
Counsellor Louis Henuzet and members of the 
National Spiritual Assemblies of France, 
Germany, Holland, Switzerland and 
Luxembourg. 

·Mr. Haney, who had delayed his return to 
Haifa following an International Conference at 
Langenhain,Germany, the previous weekend to 
attend the ceremonies, spoke several times in the 
elegant neo-classical conference hall at the 
l:I~iratu 'I-Quds. 

Other special guests were Gaston Matteus, a 
member of the NationaiSpirituai Assembly of 
Belgium who designed the interior of the 
building, and Mme. Lea Nys, one of the first 
Baha'i's in Belgium. 

"La Maison d'Editions Baha'ie," the Baha'i 
Publishing Trust for the French-speaking world, 
is presently housed in the l:I~iratu'~-Quds. 

Thanks to the dedication and hard work of this 
relatively small Baha'i community, Belgium 
now boasts one of the loveliest and most modem 
National Baha'i Centers "in the w()rld. 

---- -----------,----.--~ 

regularly to help communities whose members 
were new to the Faith form Assemblies before 
Ri9van. South Carolina boasted 198 Local 
Assemblies at Ri9Van, and experienced the 
largest growth in the number of Assemblies of 
any state during the Five Year Plan. 

While these victories were being won, 
Assemblies and individual believers in the U.S. 
responded to news of a cruCial need for funds by 
contributing more than $404,000 to the National 
Fund during the final month of the Plan, erasing 
the Fund's deficit and enabling the U.S. Baha'i 
community to enter the Seven Year Plan with a 
clean financial slate. 

The Hand ofthe Cause of God Corinne True,. 
who died in 1961 at the age of 99, was a guiding 
force for more than 50 years behind the efforts to 
build the House of Worship . 

She served as financial secretary of the 
national executive board overseeing its 
construction, and inspired great interest in the 
project allover the world through her . 
correspondence. 

Belgium's new Nationa(Bahil'iCenter in 
Brussels, a century-old, four-story building with 
rear court yard and two annexes, also houses 
'La Maison d'Editions Balui'le, ' the Balui'i 
Publishing Trustfor the French-speaking world. 
It provides ample space for the storage ofbooles, 
for children's classes, and includes housingfor 
the secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly 
and family. 
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Rwanda 

Taiwan 
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A recent attack on the Baha'i Faith by a 
Catholic missionary priest in Rwanda had the 
effect of producing two new Baha'is. 

"We had fonned a new Local Spiritual 
Assembly," said a report from that African 
country, Hpractically in the priest's back yard. 
Many of the new Baha'is had been members of 
his church. 

"The missionary attacked the Faith from the 
pulpit. 'Pray for these devil-possessed BaM'is,' 
he said. 'They are truly lost souls. ' 

<:,~ae made one further statement. He said that ' 
wheil one signs the Baha'i card, this entitles him 
to certain goods at reduced prices. He was 

Baha'is in Taiwan, inspired by a recent 
three-week visit by the Hand of the Cause of 
God Amalu'I-Baha Rul;tiyyih Khanum and 
assisted by believers from other countries, 
launched an intensive teaching campaign early 
this year that led within two months to victory 
in the country's Five Year Plan goal for 
Assembly fonnations. 

Under the guidance of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Taiwan, the team of Persian, 
Chinese, Filipino, Malaysian, American and 
Taiwanese believers assisted in the fonnation 
of four Local, Assemblies and witnessed the 
enrollment of more than 50 people in the 
Cause of Baha'u'lIab, a remarkable 
achievement for Taiwan. 

obviously trying to explain why people would 
want to leave the church and join the Baha'is. 

"As a result of his attack, a considerable 
number of the priest's parishione~s came to the 
next BaM' i meeting. We explained that the only 
thing we had to offer was God's Teachings for 
our Day. We told them that perhaps they had 
misunderstood the priest, and that we had no 
goods at reduced prices. 

"Some of the parishioners left the meeting and 
headed down the road. The rest stayed to listen, 
intrigued by what had happel)ed. At the end of 
the meeting, tWo of tItem declared their faith in 
Baha'u'llab ... 

More than 100 people attended a Naw-Rliz 
party sponsored by the National Spiritual 
Assembly. It was one of the largest Baha'i 
meetings ever held in Taiwan. 

Members of a multi-national teaching team in 
Taiwan pause while teaching in a park. 

A rust-ever conference on "Morality: The 
Baha'i Standard" was held April 1 at the 
National Baha'i Center in Taipei, Taiwan. 

The conference was sponsored by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Taiwan and 
hosted by Auxiliary Board member Roxanne 
Terrel. Its purpose was to acquaint the 
believers with the· high moral standards 
commanded for Baha'is by the Central Figures 
of the Faith. 

Chuck Fuller, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly and the rust of four 
speakers, addressed himself to "The Need for 
Morality in This Modern Age." 

'Mrs. Terrel then spoke on the Guardian's 
clear and direct writings about BaM' i 
morality. 

Miss Rubee Li, an assistant to the Auxiliary 
Board, stressed that backbiting and gossip are 
habits that are destructive to the unity of the 
Faith. 

The final talk, by Choy Choong Yew, was 
on teaching as a means of protection and 
support in striving to maintain a high moral 
standard. Mr. Choy is an assistant to the 
Auxiliary Board from Hong Kong. 

More than 30 people attended the 
conference. At its close, one seeker declared 
his belief in Baha'u'llab. 



Cameroon 
Republic 

New 
Hebrides 

Bangladesh 

The Hand of the Cause of God Collis 
Featherstone and Mrs. Featherstone visited the 
National/fa<.iratu'l-Quds in Victoria, 
Cameroon Republic, last February /6-/8. Mr. 
Featherstone is seated in the center of the front 
row (in white shirt). Mrs. Featherstone is seated 

About 30 young people from four 
communities participated January 13-19 in the 
historic first National Youth Conference of New 
Hebrides at the Baha'i National Center in Port 
Vila. 

The conference, arranged by the first-ever 
National Youth Committee of New Hebrides, 
had two major objectives: deepening in the Faith 
and teaching. 

The program was full; topics ~ncluded Baha'i 

The Regional Teaching Committee of the South 
West Zone, Bangladesh, has organized a series 
of deepening classes entitled the 'Assembly 
Development Program.' Shown here are 
representatives of 12 Local Spiritual Assemblies 
who participated in one such program last 

. -.. --.--------11\\ 

to his right. Also present for the series of 
meetings were Counsellor Mihdi Samandari, 
four A uxiliary Board members, and members of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Cameroon Republic. 

history, administration, moral values, individual 
responsibility, and living a Baha'i life. 

Communities represented in addition to Port 
Vila were Fila Island, Erakor and Santo. Among 
those attending was Mark Sisson, one of four 
Baha'is from the United States who were on a 
four-month teaching visit to the South Pacific. 

November. The representatives take part in 
monthly deepening classes conducted by 
Auxiliary Board member Joseph Swaminathan 
and then return to their home communities to 
help strengthen them. 
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The beginning uf cunsttuction of the MoHwl- Temple of India---a 
goal of the Five Y(~at PI:Hl .. -began last F~bruary 27 with excava
tion for the founddlHin. Completion of the Mother Tempit1 of the 
South f~aclfjc JI.! ~am()a iJnd further progress III construct!on ot 
the Ma~Jlfiqu 1 AqtJkar !f1 India am anwng the goals of the 
Seven Ypar PI~ln that be<JEfn at Ri~van 1979. 
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The Universal House of Justice 

To all National Spiritual Assemblies 
. Dear Baha'i Friends. 

Further to the letter of the House of Justice to you of May 23rd, 
the situation in Persia continues to become a cause for deep 
concern and the friends and Holy Places in the country are in 
serious danger. We have been directed by the House of Justice to 
inform you of the following developments in the Cradle of our 
Faith. 

I. An order has been issued by the authorities requiring the 
Umana Company to cease functioning under its Baha'i manager 
and to operate henceforth under a new non-Baha'i management. 
This company holds on behalf of the Baha'i community all the 
properties of the Faith, including the Holy Places. This step is 
ominous in its implications as it forebodes total confiscation of all 
our properties, including Baha'i cemeteries. A similar step has 
been taken in respect oCthe Baha'i hospital in Tihran, known as 
the Missaqiyyih Hospital. 

2. As a result of the recent disturbances, local revolutionary 
committees in fran have instigated, in rural areas, the looting of 
the homes of several hundred Baha'i families and the deprivation 
of their means of livelihood. Although a partial restitution of these 
properties has taken place, adequate compensation for the losses 
sustained by the Baha'is has yet to be made. 

3. Efforts are being made to silence the religious conscience of 
the Baha'is, as they are threatened with dismissal from their jobs 
and loss of their retirement allowances if they refuse to recant 
their Faith. 

4. Shirkat-i-Nawnahalan, a commercial company of sixty 
years' standing, in which over 15,000 Baha'is have shares and 
investments, is occupied, its assets frozen, and its staff prevented 
from work and denied their salaries. This action contradicts 



---:------------------- ------

.mments on the crisis in Iran 

public proclamations 6f the new regime as well as accepted 
international standards. 

5. The proposed drafts of the new constitution as published in 
the press recognize three religious minorities but omit mention of 
the Baha'Is, iii spite of the fact that they are the largest religious 
minority in the country. 

6. The true aims and principles of the Faith are being malici
ously misrepresented by a group of fanatical Shi'ih fundamen
talists, established over twenty years ago, and one of whose chief 
aims has been and is to harass the Baha'I community in fran. This 
group is presently spreading false allegations against the Baha'IS, 
unjustly accusing them of being enemies of Islam, agents of 
Zionism and political tools of the previous regime. Such allega
tions have aroused the passions of uninformed mobs, and created 
misunderstandings with the authorities. As the Baha'Is are not a 
recognized entity in fran, they have no opportunity to deny or 
disprove these false accusations. 

The points outlined above are being given to you so that you 
and the friends in your area may be informed of these develop
ments. It may be necessary for certain National Spiritual Assem
blies to conduct a new and intensified publicity campaign based on 
the above points, in which case the House of Justice will specifi
cally cable you to this effect. 

One of the Persian friends has written to the House of Justice a 
eulogy of the spirit of his fellow-believers at this moment of deep 
agitation and turmoil in the Cradle of our Faith. A copy of extracts 
from his letter is enclosed. 

With loving Baha'I greetings, 
Universal House of Justice 

Department of the Secretariat 
June 15, 1979 
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Darkness of tyranny, 
oppression 

covers 
Iran 

Extracts from a report of one of the friends from Persia: 

• 
The enemies of the Faith, filled with hatred and cruelty, have 

once again attacked the wronged and homeless believers and the 
Baha'i properties. They are truly the return of their bloodthirsty 
predecessors. The friends have encountered such persecution and 
have manifested such courage and steadfastness that in every 
detail they have become the return of the martyrs and the heroes of 
the Cause of God. The events of history have become alive once 
again and are re-occurring. No day passes without the shedding of 
tears of blood and the anguish of hearts. The news of sad events, 
like a weighty hammer continually descends upon the Baha'is. 
No pen is able to describe the degree of afflictions and difTlCulties 
inflicted upon these wronged believers. 

Almost 2,000 men, women, children and youth have sought 
refuge in the mountains and deserts and live in tents. They have 
spent many cold and rainy days in the caves of the mountains. 
Many are injured with broken arms and legs. The smaIl children 
have lost their ability to talk, having been frightened so much 
because of the incidents, and the milk of the nursing mothers bas 
dried up. These believers, without having any means of liveli-



hood, pass their days with utmost difficulty and are banished from 
place to place. 

When the believers, hungry and grief-stricken, had gathered 
together in the Wilderness, the enemies sent them chilaw-kabab 
(kab3b with rice) to win their hearts. But those beloved ones did 
not accept the food and returned it. It is easy to say or write these 
words, but the bearing ofthese afflictions is only possible through 
the power of God. Those few who have denied their faith have 

. escaped to l~f3han,cryingand lamenting that they were threatened 
with the raping of the women of their households. 'I'hey SIt and cry 
for hours saying they did not know what else to do. 

This is only a glimpse into one incident. Every day, from every 
corner, there is another cry of grief. The l:I~iratu'l-Quds of 
Ab3dih, where the heads of the early martyrs of the Faith have 
been buried, has been leveled to the dust. Many other 
~'l-Quds have been destroyed. The number of Baha'is in 
prison for one reason or another has increased to 20. Many have 
.been discharged from their jobs. Many have lost their retirement 
allowances. The Ministry of Education has officially sent a circu-

. lar that those Baba'is who do not deny their faith should be 
immediately discharged. 

Facing these difficulties, in the midst of the darkness of this 
oppression and tyranny, are the illumined faces of the National 
SpiritUal Assembly members: the sources of hope. Truly, they are 
angels of God; no, more exalted. Every minute of their lives 
deserves the reward of a martyr, and each one of them, the reward 
of a thousand martyrs. They are the personification of steadfast
ness, courage, and sacrifice, with nothing but the service of the 
Cause in their hearts and souls. Whenever I looked upon the faces 
of these illuminated and beloved ones in the meetings of the 
Assembly, my tears would uncontrollably pour from my eyes. 

There are many such examples amongst the Auxiliary Board 
members, members of the Assemblies and the youth. Truly, the 
new creations of God are beyond our imaginations. Unless one 
witnesses such events in person, the extent of the sacrifice and 
steadfastness that these friends have manifested cannot be com
prehended. 

Whenever I witnessed what befell these believers, the words of 
God would find meaning in front of my eyes. I had looked up the 
meaning of these words in the dictionaries, but I did not know that 
in addition to their obvious meaning they describe, or better even, 
create new realities. Now that the tempest of trials and afflictions 
has encircled the community of the beloved ones, the believers 
who have remained behind and who steadfastly and firmly are 
bearing the burden of this storm, only can sing the eternal epic of 
the second century of the Faith. Truly, all of them are the children 
and descendants of those who watered the tree of the Faith with 
their pure blood. This tree is still bearing fruit, is still growing! 
What a glory! What a glory! 

There is so much to say and tell, but the mental anguish is so 
severe, the conditions are so dark and confused, and theoutpour
ing of the difficulties so abundant that my tongue is not able to 
utter a word and my mind is bewildered. I can only cry. May my 
soul be sacrificed for the faithful followers of Baha'u'llab who 
have created the greatest epic in the history of the second century of 
this new Day. One of the guards who had gone to the house of one 

. of the friends had told her that he could not believe the forbear
ance and patience of the Baha'is and had asked how we could ever 
do it! . 

These are events to remember. Whenever the bloodthirsty 
enemies or others have returned a part of the looted belongings of 
the Baha'is, they have refused to accept them, crying that they 
will not take back what they have given in the path of God. One of 

.-------------.. ~ 

'The news of sad events, like a 
weighty hammer continually de
scends upon the Baha'fs. No pen 
is able to describe the degree of 
afflictions and difficulties in
flicted upon these wronged be-
lievers.' . 

the friends of Shiniz , who was a wealthy man, after the incident of 
Shlraz lost absolutely everything, and, refusing the help of the 
Assembly on the grounds that there were many more needy than 
he, started to work as a laborer to make a living for his family. He 
could not bring himself to accept any help whatever from 
non-Baha'is, or to tell of his situation to friends. A friend related 
that when he saw him, he was so touched that his knees could no . 
more bear the weight of his body. 

And yet another story. A believer who had incurred a loss of 
Rls. 170,000,000, wrote on the questionnaire form of the Assem
bly that he did not need any help! When everything is gone with 
the wind, only faith remains. 

At present thousands of friends in fran have lost everything, or 
have lost their jobs and are meeting their expenses by the sale of 
their belongings. And then there are those who are fleeing from one 
place to another and in grave danger. This is only the beginning of the 
journey of love, and its end is not known. 

For five months the National Spiritual Assembly has been 
meeting at least three or four times a week, for about six to eight 
continuous hours each time, and devotes 90 per cent of its time to 
discussion of urgent matters relating to the situation. 

The staff of the Nawnah81an Company have not received their 
salaries for three months now and about 40 families are affected 
by this situation. Many other families who had given whatever 
they had to the Nawnah81an Company and were dependent on the 
interest received to pay for their expenses, are left without any 
income. All petitions and complaints have remained unanswered. 
Whatever was lost is lost and nothing has been recovered. 

God willing, I will write a book instead of a letter and present it 
to you so that perhaps a drop of this ocean of diffICulties may be 
recorded. The request of this servant and every one of the believ
ers is to express our servitude and beseech the House of Justice for 
its prayers in the Holy Shrines. From whomever I asked whether 
they had any special request to be conveyed to you, I was told to 
beg for your prayers that God may give them the power and 
worthiness to accept and bear the difficulties. 
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The Baha'i 'International Community 
joins forces with United Nations 
agencies to battle onerous problem 

The Balui' i International Community has worked closely in the 
last few years with the United Nations in an important area of UN 
activity - the prevention of drug abuse and alcoholism. 

The BaIui'i approach to this problem has been warmly wel
comed by the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs, a governmen-

- tal body of 30 member states established by the UN Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC) to assist and advise ECOSOC on the 
control of narcotic drugs and the problems of alcoholism, and by 
the UN Division of Narcotic Drugs, the arm of the UN Secretariat 
servicing that Commission. The Balui' i International Community 
is accredited with ECOSOC in consultative status. 

The Balui'i view on narcotic drugs and alcoholism has been 
expressed in statements and reports, as well as through the 
panicipation of the Bahti' i International Community, since 1975, 
in the annual sessions of the Commission. 

This Balui'i-UN relationship began in November 1974, with a 
reply to an inquiry from the Division of Narcotic Drugs as to 
whether the Bahti'i world community was interested in the UN 
activities to fight drug abuse. The Balui' i International C ommun-

I 88116" NewalSeptember 1979 

ity shared with the Division the Balui'i Writings explaining the 
law of BaM' u' lltih on •• total abstinence from all alcoholic 
drinks,from opium, andfrom similar habit-forming drugs," and 
included directives from the Universal House of Justice and the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Balui' is o/the United States on 
hallucinogenic drugs. 

Reports with information on worldwide BaM'i activities to 
educate Bahti'is as well as the public about the problems of drug 
abuse and alcoholism, and on the cooperation 0/ Balui'i com
munities with civil authorities and organizations concerned with 
this matter, compiled with the assistance o/Continental Boards 0/ 
Counsellors and National Spiritual Assemblies, were submitted 
to the Commission on Narcotic Drugs in /976 and 1978. 

At the 28th session of the Commission, February 1979, the 
Balui'i International Community representative was invited to 
make an oral statement enlarging on the Baha'i report, which 
had been included in an official document then being discussed by 
that UN body. 



Baha'f International 
Community presents 
Faith's view on, drug abuse, 
alcoholism to the 
UN Commission on 
Narcotic Drugs 

The following is an oral statement by the Baha'I International 
Community to the 28th session of the UN Commission on 
Narcotic Drugs, February 12-23, 1979, at Geneva, Switzerland. 
The statement was circulated before the Commission as docu
ment No. FJCN.4/Sub. 2/L. 684. 

• 
In taking the floor for the fIrSt time to offer its views to the 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the Baha'I International Com
munity would like to warmly congratulate the Commission for its 
valuable programs to control and eradicate drug abuse, and for 
consistently encouraging the cooperation of non-governmental 
organizations in its work. 

We are most happy to have established a close relationship with 
the Commission, through participation in its annual sessions and 
submission, at the Commission's request, of information on the 
worldwide activities of Baha'I communities in the prevention of 
drug abuse, such as the reports for the years 1975, 1977, and 
1978. the latter forwarded to the Division of Narcotic Drugs on 10 
November 1978. 

Our involvement in the aims of the Commission cannot but 
increase. since today some 30,000 Baha'I communities around 
the world are continuing to implement, among their own mem
bers and in society at large, the basic solution to the drug problem: 
namely, the proper development of attitudes and motivation that. 
we feel, will eventually eliminate the problems of drug abuse and 
alcoholism. 

The Baha'I International Community believes that alongside 
essential national and international measures, there must be indi
vidual commitment to eradicate drug abuse. This commitment 

derives from the conviction that man is a noble and spiritual 
being, whose purpose in life is to develop his latent potential for 
service for humanity. Such a deeply felt commitment is best 
fostered within the family, the basic unit of society, and the fU'St 
group where individuals can achieve a sense of their high purpose 
in life and their positive influence on society . 

Efforts of the Baha'I family are reinforced by the Baha'I 
community as a whole. providing the proper environment where 
these family-taught attitudes can be practiced within the wider 
social framework. In such a community, with its focus on the 
development of human potential for the good of humanity, posi
tive alternatives are found, therefore, for the use of drugs. 

In addition, we might mention that the sense of hope and 
personal fulfillment found in Baha'I communities acts as an 
effective antidote to the feelings of despair and lack of fulfillment 
which are considered as the basic nurturing ground for drug 
addiction. For one of the fundamental causes of drug addiction, 
we suggest, is the inability of a person to develop his latent 
potential. 

When he cannot do so, he becomes aimless, and this condition 
cause.s anxiety. In trying to overcome his inner insecurity, he may 
then become dependent upon alcohol and drugs. Unfortunately, 
there is no clinical solution to the problems which are fundamen
tally spiritual; and at this point proper attitudes and motivation 
become fundamental. 
. We are most pleased for the opportunity to share these thoughts 
with the Commission, in brief amplification of the report we have 
submitted, and assure the Commission on Narcotic Drugs that it 
has a most supportive ally in the Baha'I International Commun
ity. 
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Baha'i communities 
around the world 
strive to carry out 
Baha'i Teachings prohibiting 
use of drugs, alcohol 

The following report of the Baha'i International Community on 
its activities in the prevention of drug abuse was prepared for the 
28th session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs. 10 November 
1978. and appeared as Provisional Agenda Item 6(b). 

• 
Baha'is-individually and collectively-are enjoined by the 

Sacmi Writings of the Baha'i Faith to completely abstain from all 
alcoholic drinks. opium, and similar habit-forming drugs. Since 
the aim of the Baha'i world community is to bring about a "world 
civilization which in tum will react on the character of the indi
vidual," Baha'i communities that comprise the Baha'i Intema
tonal Community offer a spiritual and social environment in 
which the potential for human growth and actualization, and the 
satisfaction gained in exploring and developing constructive al
ternatives makes the use of drugs easily avoided. Below are some 
instances of Baha'i cooperation and programs in the fight against 
drug abuse .. 

EducoJional and counseling programs. In South America, the 
prohibition in the Baha'i teachings regarding drugs and alcohol is 
always part of Baha'i radio and television programming, as well 
as of courses offered at Baha'i summer schools. In one country, 
with a large Baha'i population. the prevalent chewing of C9(:a leaf 
is gradually disappearing in Baha'i communities, especially 
among the new generation. It is no longer used in Baha'i meetings 
and activities. In another country, both rural and city Baha'i 
communities are being taught the danger of using. growing, 
transporting and selling narcotic drugs. Throughout Central 
America, .Baha'i communities have begun an intensive educa
tional program on the Baha'i law forbidding alcohol and narcotic 
drugs. In Western Asia, regular reminders are sent by Baha'i 
local governing bodies to Baha'is to observe this law. Articles 
have been published quoting the Baha'i Writings on the subject, 
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and meetings and study classes have been organized to discuss the 
issue. This Baha'i law is also included in lessons given to Baha'i 
children and youth in Baha'i education classes. In one country. all 
introductory Baha'i literature mentions the prohibition ofal
coholic drinks. In North America. national and local Baha'i 
governing bodies nQt only keep Baha'is advised in their publica
tions of the Baha'i ~aws on alcohol and drugs, but also provide 
counseling facilities. 

Cooperation with civil authorities and organizations. In 
Canada, lengthy editorials-as open letters in local newspapers. 
as well as articles-have been published on the prevention and 
elimination of alcoholism and drug dependency. In Tanzania. the 
Baha'i community participated in a seminar on alcoholism and 
drug abuse. organized by the Karibu Tanzania Project under the 
Ministry of National Culture and Youth. In Peru. the Baha'i 
community has sought collaboration with the UNDP. office in 
United Nations programs fo prevent drug abuse. In EI Salvador. 
members of the Baha'i community have cooperated 'with the 
Ministry of Education by giving special lectures on drug abuse. in 
schools. The Baha'icommunityofthe U.S. Virgin Islands hosted 
a three-part series of films on "Alcoholism and Its Effect on the 
Family, ., inviting a speaker from the Virgin Islands Commission 
on Alcoholism and Narcotics. In Brazil. the Baha'i community of 
Sao Paulo is in contact with the National Commission to Combat 

. Narcotics and with Alcoholics Anonymous for projects of joint 
.collaboration. 

As Baha'i communities deepen their understanding of the 
Baha'i teachings. principles. and laws-an ongoing process in 
the Baha'i world community spread now to some 90,000 
localities in over 300 countries and territories-one can expect 
the Baha'i contribution in the fight against drug abuse to grow in 
power and effectiveness. 



The following statement, • 'Cooperation of the Baha' f Interna
tional Community in the Fight Against Drug Abuse," was sub
mitted on November 14, 1974, to the United Nations Division of 
Narcotic Drugs in reply to a questionnaire on "Activities in the 
Fight Against Drug Abuse. " 

• 
'The Baha'i International Community, comprising Baha'i com

munities in 335 countries and territories, a cross-section of hu
manity in which may be found represented over 1,600 tribes and 
ethnic groups, lives by the principles, teachings, and laws of 
Baha'u'lI8h, the Prophet-Founder of the Baha'i Faith. One of 
these laws is the "total abstinence from all alcoholic drinks, from 
opium, and from similar habit-fonning drugs." This interdiction 
h&'I been further elaborated in several passages from the Baha'f 
Writings, quoted below: 

"The drinking of wine is, according to the text of the Most 
Holy Book (the Kittib-i-Aqdas, Baha'u'lI8h's book of laws), 
forbidden, for it is the cause of chronic' disease, weakeneth the 
nerves, and consumeth the mind. " 

"Become ye intoxicated with the wine ofthe love of God, and 
not with that which deadeneth your minds, 0 ye that adore Him. 
Verily, it hath been forbidden unto every believer, whether man 
or woman." 

"As to the Question of opium, disgusting and execrated. . . the 
fonnal text of the Kittib-i-Aqdas forbids and reproves it and, 
according to reason, its use leads to madness. Experience has 
shown that he who giveth himself up to it is completely excluded 
from the world of humanity. Let us take refuge in God against the 
perpetration of so shameful a thing, which is the destruction of the 
foundations of humanity and which causeth a perpetual unhappi
ness. It taketh possession of the soul of man, killeth the reason, 
weakeneth the intelligence, maketh a living man dead and extin
. guisheth the natural heat. It is impossible to imagine anything more 
pernicious. Happy is he who never mentioneth the word opium! 
But what is the fate of those who make use of it!" 

In 1968, the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
United States communicated with its Baha'i community on the 
'subject of hallucinogenic agents. The letter began with a brief 
explanation: . 

"Throughout the world the commonest of the old and new 
hallucinogens is marijuana, in other forms known as hashish or 
Icif or by other names. Use of the peyote hallUcinogen, mescaline, 
is localized on the whole to the southwestern United States. The 
synthetic chemical LSD-25, an urban problem, has produced 
great hazards to its users with its powerful but erratic effects. 
While hallucinogens vary in their potency and brain localization, 
characteristically all are habituating. None are addictive in the 
sense of the opiates and the cocaine derivatives." 

. That governing body of the Baha'i community of the United 
States (a member of the Baha'I International Community) then 
referred to hashish, "which is prepared from the Eastern variety 
of the Cannabis weed, whose western variety produces mari
juana," and quoted two passages from the Baha'i Writings: 

"Regarding hashish. . . this is the worst of all intoxicants, and 
its prohibition is explicitly revealed. Its use causeth the disinteg
ration of thought and the complete torpor of the soul." 

"Alcohol consumeth the mind and causeth man to commit acts 
of absurdity, but. . . this wicked hashish extinguisheth the mind, 
freezeth the spirit, petrifieth the soul, wasteth the body and 
leaveth man frustrated and lost. " 

In that same letter, the National Spiritual Assembly mentioned 
. that the peyote cactus, source of the hallucinogen named mes-

caline, is "taken ceremonially" by certain Indian tribes of the 
Southwest, and proceeded to quote an explanation given by the 
Universal House of Justice, the Supreme administrative body of 
the Baha'f International Community: 

"Anyone involved in the use of peyote should be told that in 
the Baha'i Faith spiritual stimulation comes from turning one's 
heart to Baha'u'liah and not through any physical- means. They 
should therefore be encouraged to give up the use of peyote." 

As for LSD-25, "which has produced much hazardous lay 
experimentation," and whose "chemical relatives are also 
dangerously unpredictable and powerful," that Assembly quoted 
another directive from the Universal House of Justice: 

• 'Baha'IS should not use hallucinogenic agents, including LSD, 
peyote and similar substances, except when prescribed for medical· 
treatment. Neither should they become involved in experiments 
~ith such substances." 

The National Spiritual Assembly's communication then con
cluded by observing that "there is no doubt that the great powers of 
modem chemistry and pharmacology will, in the coming decades, 
produce ever more specifIC, potent and dangerous intoxicants, each 
with .nerve or mind-altering powers. However, as a general princi
ple, all of these agents are proscribed, and are only to be used under 
medical supervision, " and followed this statement with two refer
ences from the Universal House of Justice emphasizing the "fun
damental issues of human spirituality": 

"Concerning the so-called • spiritual' virtues of the 
hallucinogens ... spiritual stimulation should come from turning 
one's heart to Baha'u'lI8h and not through physical means such as 
drugs and agents. " 

"Hallucinogenic agents are a fonn of intoxicant. As the 
friends, including the youth, are required to strictly abstain from 
all fonns of intoxicants, and are further expected conscientiously 
to obey the civil laws of their country, it is obvious that they 
should refrain from using these drugs." 

Today Baha'is in over 70,000 worldwide centers are commit
ted to the law of their Faith that forbids the use of alcoholic 
beverages, opium, and other habit-fonning drugs. A simple and 
logical explanation of this prohibition can be found in the great 
importance which Baha'i communities attach to the development 
and protection of the human mind. Anything that deadens human 
consciousness or impairs a person's capacity to develop not only a 
"high resolve" and an "excellent character," but also "the 
breadth of his learning" and "his ability to solve diffICult prob
lems," all for the noblest human aim of service to the common 
good, is strictly forbidden. 

As may be seen, Baha'i communities are already making an 
important contribution to the work of the United Nations in its 
fight against drug abuse, through the lives of their own members. 
Baha'is also actively participate, whenever they find opportunity, 
in drug education programs. Further, since Baha'is believe that 
religion and science must be in harmony, as facets of one reality, 
it is now possible to add to the logical explanations found in the 
Baha'i Writings for the prohibition of alcohol and drugs, scien
tific evidence, mounting every year in quantity and depth, estab
lishing persuasively the damage done to the human conscious
ness, by the use of such substances. 
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Around the World 

More than J()() BaM'is attended the National 
Cpnvention of the BaM'is of Hawaii held April 
27-29 at the Bahli'i National Center in 
Honolulu. Counsellor Elena Maria Marsella 

One of the ways in which the Baha'is of 
Hawaii observed Naw-Ruz this year was to 
present a Baha'i prayer to open the sessions of 
both the Hawaii State Senate and the Hawaii 
State House of Representatives March 21. 

Miss Healani Hamilton, a student at 
Kamehameha Schools and a member of the 
Koqlaupoko Baha'i community, read the 
prayer at the State Senate. 

Billy Smits Jr., a student at Campbell High 
School and a member of the Ewa Baha'i 
community, recited the prayer at the State 
House of Representatives. 

The names of both youths and their Baha'i 
communities were listed in the daily printed 
records of both houses' activities. 

In response to a call from the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Benin for extensive study, 
renewed dedication, and an early victory in 
winning the goals of the first phase of the Seven 
Year Plan, two weekend meetings were held 
recently at Benin's National Baha'i Center in 
Cotonou. 

At the frrst meeting, May 26-27, _members of 
the National Spiritual Assemb,y and its national 
and lOCal committees met with Counsellor 
Thelma Khelghati and Auxiliary Board member 
Frederic Hodonou to study the Naw-Ruz 
message from the Universal House of Justice and 
the initial goals of the Seven Yeilf Plan. 

Committees consulted separately and reported 
progress in formulating plans to win their 

.------~ 

and three A were 
welcomed by delegates and observers from six 
Hawaiian islands. 

Billy Smits Jr., a student at Campbell High 
School and a member of the Ewa, Hawaii, 
BaM'i community reads a Bahd'i prayer at the 
opening of the Hawaii State House of 
Representatives on Naw-Ruz, March 2J. 

studied, and the short obligatory prayer was 
taught to participants in Fon, a principal local 
language. 

The following weekend, more than 30 young 
people gathered at the National Center-for a 
Youth Conference. 

Topics for discussion included relationships 
with non-Baha'is and older believers, 
non-involvement in politics, Baha'i history, 
teaching and service, and courtship and marriage. 



India 

Panama 

More than 1,300 persons accepted the Faith 
during the first three weeks of March as a result 
of the East India teaching project launched last 
year by the National Spiritual Assembly of 
India. 

The project, centered in an area around 
Bangladesh from Calcutta eastward, includes 
the states of West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam, 
Tripura, Manipur, Arunchal Pradesh, Nagaland, 
Mizoram, and Meghalaya. 

Three islands in the large delta of the 
Hoogly-Ganges river system witnessed the 
enrollment of more than 750 new believers 
within a month. 

In Kurseong, in the Darjeeling district of 
Upper West Bengal State, more than 150 
persons have accepted the Faith. New teaching 
efforts are aimed at the nearby cities of 
Kalimpong and Darjeeling. 

The first Local Spiritual Assembly in Lapland 
was formed last Ridvan in Kerrii, Finland, the 
gateway city to Lapland. 

On April I , 1979, there were five adults in the 
Baha'i group of Kemi. The number of firesides 
was doubled, then tripled. One of the friends in 
Kemi had to change her residence, and though 
nearly everyone agreed that it would be almost 
impossible to find a place to live there in 
mid-winter, she not only found a new home, she 
also found three adult seekers. 

On April 19, a 20-year-old woman declared 
her belief in Baha'u'lllih at a fireside. The next 
day, following five days and nights of 
discussion, and four visits by an Auxiliary Board 
member and a representative of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, two of the three new seekers 
also declared. 

The Baha'is then received word that a 
Finnish homefront pioneer was available if one 
more Baha'i could be found. 

Early on April 2 I, the third seeker was phoned 
and asked if she would like to become a Baha'i. 
Her answer was "yes." The Kemi community 
thus numbered nine adults, and the Assembly was 
formed. 

More than 400 Guaymi Indian believers from 
the Chiriqui Mountains in far Western Panama 
were present April 8 at the largest Baha'i 
gathering ever held in that country, the dedication 
of a new Regional Teaching Institute for the 
Guaymi area at Boca de Soloy. 

Also present at the ceremony were Alfred 
Osborne, a member of the Continental Board of 

. ----------. 

Fourteen of the more than 500 students who 
heard a talk by Counsellor Shirin Boman at 
Mohanpur Higher Secondary School at 
Fatikchara were enrolled in the Faith. 

In the far eastern area of India surrounded by 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, China and Burma, Baha'i 
pioneers have moved into North Lakhimpur in 
Arunchai, Pradesh State; to Agartala in Tripura 
State, and to Imphal in Manipur State. 

In Khatra, West Bengal State, a consolidation 
project de.signed to strengthen the Bahli' i 
community so it could engage in extension 
teaching resulted in the enrollment of 100 new 
believers in four localities. 

The first Local Spiritual Assembly in Lapland 
was formed at Rit/vtin 1979 in Kemi. Finland. 
Its members are (front row left to right) Arja 
Hautamiiki. Marjatta Tiihonen. Vuoklcl? 
Hirvasoja. Carol Bardin. Evi Eggert. and (back 
row left to right) Hannu Tiihonen. Matti 
Vesamaa. Kenneth Pierce. Dari Thomas. 

Counsellors in Central America, seven members 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of Panama, 
and several Auxiliary Board members. 

September 11711 ..... ·1 News 11 



.-----~------.... 
---~~~--------~----

Italy 

The Bahti'£ book display at Milan's 
Intemational Trade Fair last April 14-23 used 
UNICEF and BaM' i posters in Italian to attract 
visitors. Some 4,600 UNICEF leaflets were ~ 
given away, as well as mtmy 'Declaration of 
Children's Rights' posters and pamphlets 
explaining the relationship of the BaM' i Faith to 
the United Nations. 

• 'The International Year of the Child" was the 
theme of Baha'i book displays at.International 
Trade Fail's in the Italian cities of Milan and 
Bari, and the Sardinian city of Cagliari this 
spring. 

The Baha'is of Bari used photographs, 
collages and drawings to imaginatively illustrate 
the principles of the Faith. Flowers and plants 
were also used. Close to 5,000 people heard 
about the Faith for the first time. As a result, a 
university professor of education declared his 
belief in Baha'u'll8h. 

In Milan, UNICEF and Baha'i posters in 
Italian for the International Year of the Child 
were displayed. Dr. Arnoldo Farina, Italian 
General Secretary of the National UNICEF 
committee, visited the Bah:fi display while at 
the fair and thanked the friends for the work they 
are doing. 

For the fifth year in a row, the Baha'is of 
Cagliari participated in the Trade Fair, and their 
efforts· were so successful that they ran out of 
International Year of the Child stickers to pass 
out to visitors. 

12 Baht'j ~ber 1m 

'Siete Tutti Fiori della Stresso Giardino' (Ye Are 
All Flowers of One Garden) was the theme of a 
BaM'i book display last April 29-May I J at the 
International Trade Fair in Cagliari, Sardinia. 

The Faith was proclaimed publicly for thefiTSt 
time in Bari,ftaly, March 2B-April2 via a book 
display at Expo Levante. More than 500 people 
accepted free BaM' £ literature. 

ANNO DEL BAMBINO 

I BAMBINI G4SD .. 

PER VN MONDO NVOVO 

Thousands o/stickersfor the International Year 
of the Child prepared by the Italian National 
Child Education Committee were given away 
last spring at BaM'i book displays at 
International Trade Fairs in Milan, Bari and 
Cagliari.· 

--------,) 



EI 
Salvador 

Pakistan 

The National Committee for Baha', Youth 
Activities in EI Salvador recently held a poetry 
contest. The winning entry, • 'Las Pruedas que 
Nos Afligan" (The Tests That Afflict Us), by 
A vencio Depas, was printed in the national 
Baha', newsletter . . . 

The EI Salvador Baha', community has bid a 
sad farewell to two of its beloved pioneer 
families. 

A farewell party for Shelly and David Hansen 
and their five-month-old daughter, Sarah, was 
held in Nahuizalco. The town is known for its 
weaving, and a local weaver created a wall 
hanging of the Greatest Name that was auctioned 
to the friends for '250 colones ($1 (0) at the 
farewell party and the money donated to the local 

. Baha'i Fund. . 
Another recent party honored Continental 

The Happy Home building in Karachi, Pakistan, 
endowed to the National Spiritual Assembly, 
houses a BaM'i-managed Montessori. school 
that will eventually have 1 ()() students. 

A Baha'i-managed Montessori school opened 
its doors in Karachi, Pakistan, last February 27. 
Open to children of all religions, the school is 
housed in the Happy Home building, an 
endowment gifted to the National Spiritual 
Assembly and used for its national offices until it 
was felt propitious to open the school. The 
project has the approval of the Universal House 
of Justice. 

By April 14, 40 children, including two 
Baha'i girls, had been enrolled. To maintain its 
quality as the best Montessori school in 
Pakistan, enrollment will be limited to 100 
students. 

The school is managed by Mehraban 
Jamshedi, Asrai Husain Siddigui, and Riaz 

-.. -...... ,-------~ 

Counsellor Artemus Lamb and his wife who 
have moved to Merida, Mexico, after many 
years of service in EI Salvador . . . 

Children's classes, activities and festivals. 
have been held recently in Santa Ana, 
Majicanos, CuscaHan and Santa Tecla, EI 
Salvador ... 

The country now has local Baha', Centers in 
these communities: Oratorio Conception, 
Caluco, Canton Gualindo Arriba, Quelepa, San 
Isidro Laborador, San Augustin, Delicias de 
Conception, Mexicanos, Las Maderas, San 
Miguel and Jutla. There are also 25 endowment 
properties . . . . 

The BaM'i-managed New Day Mon
tessori school opened its doors in 
Karachi, Pakistan, on February 27, 
and by April 14 had an enrollmentof40 
students. 

Mazcuri. Mr. Jamshedi, an Auxiliary Board 
member, represents the Continental Board of 
Counsellors at the school. 
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Dominican 
Republic 

United 
States 

Japan 
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Delegates to the 19th National BaM'i 
Convention of the Dominican Republic held 

Artemus Lamb, a member of the Continental 
Board of Counsellors in Central America, was 
among those present April 27-29 at the 19th 
National Covention of the Baha'is of the 
Dominican Republic held in Moca. 

More than three-fourths of the delegates 
participated in electing the new National 
Spiritual Assembly that is composed of a 
majority of Dominican believers. 

On Saturday evening, delegates and visitors 
attended a Baha'i wedding. For many, it was the . 
first such occasion they had witnessed. 

As a part of the community's obserVance of 
the International Year of the Child, Baha'i 
children in the Houston, Texas, area are 
participating in the daily "Meditations" 
program at sign-on and sign-off on Houston's 
KPRC-TV. 

Station personnel, reluctant at first to use 
children on the programs when approached by 
the Baha'is, Were delighted with.the results, and 
asked the friends to return to· tape more of the 
three-minute spots. 

The Baha'i community of Ube, in Japan's 
Yamaguchi Prefecture, observed Children's 
Day, a national Japanese holiday. May S with a 
picnic whose theme was' 'Children Are Walking 
the Path of the Future." 

Activities for children of all ages were 
centered around learning th,e principles of 
science through play. Also included were a 
treasure hunt, puppet show and group painting 
project. 

April 28-29 at Moca are shown with Counsellor 
Artemus Lamb (third from right in back row). 

A week after the Convention, the Counsellors 
held their regular meeting at which Jose 
Martinez, a Baha'i for only three years, was 
appointed to fdl a vacancy on the Auxiliary 
Board. 

On May 6, the Counsellors sponsored an insti
tute on living a Baha'i life. Topics included 
family life, courtship and marriage, and the role 
of assistants to the Auxiliary Board. 

The two tapes produced al the fIrSt session 
were shown last March. Each was used twice, at 
sign-on and again at sign-off. They were 
scheduled to be repeated in June. 

The Faith was identified on the screen, and 
two or three children, ages S to IS, appeared on 
each tape. One of the tapes included prayers in 
English, Spanish and Persian. 

Baha'i pamphlets and literature from UNESCO 
about the International Year of the Child were 
given to adults. For many, it was their fIrSt 
Baha'i activity. 

The Ube community has made regular 
children's classes a goal for the fIrSt two-year 
phase of the Seven Year Plan. 



Western 
Samoa 

Sardinia 

Cameroon 
Republic 

French 
Guiana 

The Baha'i community of Faleasou-Uta, 
Western Samoa, dedicated its local 
/fa'{,iratu'I-Quds on October 25, 1978, 
climaxing a remarkable six-month period in 
wh/ch the community not only elected its 
Spiritual Assembly and built and decorated the 
Center, but also incorporated the Local 
Assembly and registered officially with the 
government ofWesterm Samoa. The events took 
place from Ridvan 1978, when the Assemblv was 
formed, and jul/illed three major goals ~f the 
Five Year Plan. 

On November 26, 1978, the anniversary of 
the Day of the Covenant, another anniversary 
was commemorated by the Baha'is of 
Sardinia-the 25th anniversary of the arrival of 
the Faith on that Mediterranean island. 

Many of the Baha'is and 70 guests who 
attended the observance had been personal 
friends of the Knight of Baha'u'lhlh Marie 
Ciocca who opened Sardinia to the Faith late in 
1953. 

Mrs. Ciocca, who came to Sardinia from 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, passed away on the 
eve of the historic Oceanic Conference in 
Palermo, Sicily, in August 1968, and is buried at 
her pioneer post in Cagliari, Sardinia. 

Radio Sardinia, two local television stations 
and several local radio stations publicized the 
anniversary observance. An accurate and 
sympathetic account of the Faith appeared in the 
local newspaper the day before the event. 

The author of the article, a friend of the Faith, 
wrote a longer and more comprehensive article 
for an almanac published a few weeks after the 
celebration. Both articles were widely read and 
have greatly assisted proclamation of the Faith in 
Sardinia. 

The BaM' is of the Cameroon Republic held their /fa'{,iratu'l-Quds in Victoria, Cameroon. 
National Convention April 29 at the National 

A quarter-hour interview on national radio 
was among the highlights of a visit May 14-18 to 
French Guiana by the Hand of the Cause of God 
'AIi-MuJ:tammad Varqa. 

Dr. Varqavisited.several communities in 
French Guiana and ~aS the honored guest at a 
unity feast at the Baha'i National Center 
sponsored by the Spiritual Assembly of 
Cayenne. Twenty believers representing seven 
localities attended the gathering. 

The. Hand of the Cause discussed the new 
Seven Year Plan, explaining its significance and 
exhorting the friends to sustain the teaching 
momentum generated during the Five Year Plan. 
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The face on a recently-introduced I,OOO-franc 
Swiss bank note is that of Dr. Auguste Forel, a 
world-renowned entomologist, anatomist and 
psychiatrist who was one of the first three Swiss 
Baha'Is and one to whom the Master, 
'Abdu'I-Baha, addressed a Tablet. 

Dr. Forel (1848-1931) studied the brain and 
hypnosis, supported sex education, and founded 
organizations to help those who wished to stop 
drinking alcohol. He made important 
discoveries related to the brain and nervous· 
syste'm, and others relating to the biology of 
ants. 

In 1971,40 years after his death, Dr. Forel's 
face appeared ona Swiss postage stamp in the 
"Outstanding Physicians" series. 

Bernard Leach, a world-renowned Baha'I 
artist whose pottery became museum pieces, 
died May 6 in the fishing village of St. Ives, 
England, his home for many years. He was 92 
years old. 

In 1919, Mr. Leach became a student of Shoji 
Hamada, a famous Japanese potter. The two 
men founded the St. Ives Pottery in 1920. 

Pots made by Mr. Leach now sell for up to 

$4,000 each. Last year he said he had made some 
100,000 pots during his lifetime but had 
destroyed at least one-quarter of them either 
accidentally or intentionally. 

Mr. Leach credited a son, David, one of his 
five children and also a potter, with making his 
pottery works a flourishing success. 

A 60-person delegation of Peruvian Baha' is re- ministration and justice to those who are 
cently visited· Victor Raul Haya de la Torre, charged with drafting a new cOl'IStitution. Sr. de 
president of Peru's new National Constituent la Torre, seated at the left, graciously greeted 
Assembly, to present the Baha'i I,jews of ad- the delegation. 

Andre Brugiroux, a Baha'j from France and 
well-known author, spoke at several 
well-attended meetings in Luxembourg last 
December, some of which were sponsored by 
non-Baha'j organizations including the United 
Nations Organization on UN Day. 

Mr. Brugiroux's visit generated excellent 
publicity for the Faith with interviews on radio 
and television and several newspaper articles. 



Belize 

Rhodesia 

Australia 

The marriage of Bernice Supai and Selvyn Codd 
late last year was the first Baha'i wedding 
recognized by tke authorities in Belize. The 
simple and dignified ceremony was attended by 
many Baha'is and other friends of the couple. 
Creolefoodwas served at the reception, and the 
Baha'is baked and presented a lovely wedding 
cake. 

Organizing women's clubs as a preliminary 
step toward introducing the Faith to 
communities has led to remarkable teaching 
results for the Baha', community in Rhodesia. 

In Rhobrick, for example, the approach re
sulted in the formation of a Local Spiritual As
sembly composed entirely of women. They are 
teaching their husbands about the Faith and have 

._-

more than 70 children enrolled in regular 
Baha', classes. 

Another community, Bulawayo, has begun 
women's clubs in three nearby communities. All 
have started children's classes, are conducting 
extension teaching, and soon wiII have Local 
Spiritual Assemblies. 

Robert and Han-Ju Kim-Farley of San 
Francisco, California, specialists in 
international health alld nutrition, visited 
Australia ill March. Their two-week trip to seven 
cities resulted in 28 meetings includingfiresides, 
public events, deepenings and meetings with 
prominent health specialists. There were four 
radio interviews and one newspaper article. In 
all, the Kim-Farleys introduced some 180 
seekers to the Faith and met more than 100 of the 
friends. Their Australian visit was part of an 
aroulld-the-world teaching trip that included 
stops ill Oklahoma, Hawaii, American Samoa, 
Western Samoa, Fiji, New Caledonia, Malaysia, 
India, Europe, Central America, and the Baha'i 
World Centre in Haifa, Israel. 
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IFIOU CARE ABOUT 
THIS IS THE YEAR TO SHOW IT. 

1979 INTERNAIDNAL YEAR OF THE CHILD 

t'~ -~ r.~~ . 
~ 6 . 

For more InformatIOn or to make your tax-deductlble contribution. write The U 5 Commlnee for UNICEF. 331 E 38th 5t.. New York. NY 10016. 





To All National Spiritual Assemblies 

Dear Baha'( Friends, 
The Universal House of Justice requests that you convey the following announcement to 

the friends within your area of jurisdiction. 
JOYFULLY ANNOUNCE APPOINTMENT COUNSELLOR ANNELIESE BOPP TO MEMBER

SHIP INTERNATIONAL TEACHING CENTRE. 

Universal House of Justice 
Department of the Secretariat 

July 4,1979 
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To all National Spiritual Assemblies 

Dear Baha'i Friends, 
One of the objectives of the Seven Year Plan is the continued 

settlement of pioneers in needed areas and the movement of 
traveling teachers. We have been asked by the Universal House of 
Justice to share with you its advice on these vital tasks. 

The House of Justice feels that, while ultimate decisions re
garding the selection of pioneers and traveling teachers and the 
manner in which their services are to be utilized remain, of 
course, iii the hands of National Spiritual Assemblies, a closer 
degree of communication with Boards of Counsellors in these 
matters should be maintained. 

For example, the number of pioneers and traveling teachers to 
foreign lands which a National Spiritual Assembly can supply 
during the current year and every subsequent year of the Plan; the 
degree of dependence of a National community on outside work
ers and, if needed, how many and from which countries; and 
when necessary the evaluation of the services of certain pioneers, 
are among issues that every National Spiritual Assembly can. 
usefully discuss with the Counsellors in its zone. The House of 
Justice is sure that such consultations would most certainly be 
conducive to excellent results. 

On a different level, a National Spiritual Assembly may need 
assistance from Continental Pioneer Committees in the move
ment of pioneers to their posts or in the coordination of visits by 
traveling teachers. 

In order to obtain the best results from the collaboration of 
these Committees, it is important that information and views be 
exchanged with them speedily and effIciently. The House of 
Justice feels that it is highly desirable for each National Spiritual 
Assembly to make arrangements for Continental Pioneer Com
mittees to deal directly with agencies of National Spiritual As
semblies responsible for pioneers and traveling teachers. 

When a decision is taken in this re gard, the name and address of 
the corresponden~ or correspondents should be immediately con
veyed to the Continental Pioneer Committee concerned. 

The Univers·al House of Justice assures you of its loving 
prayers as you exert yourselves to fulfill the goals and tasks 
ahead. 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 

The Universal House of Justice 
Department of the Secretariat 

June 28, 1979 



'. • Ii our hearts turn 
to our beleaguered 
brethren 
Cradle Faith . . .' 

H.Borrah Kavelin. a member of the Universal House of Justice. 
greets some o/the friends from the New York City area who were 
present for hi$ talk in New York on June 24. 

H.Borrah Kavelin, a member of the Universal House of 
Justice, visited key cities in North America and Europe this 
summer as a special emissary from the Supreme Body to ex
plain fully the circumstances surrounding the current crisis in iran 
and the imperative necessity for a sacrificial response to that crisis 
by Baha'is everywhere in the world. 

In a cablegram announcing Mr. Kavelin's visit, the Universal 
House of Justice said: ' 

"In the wake of joyous world-wide celebration victories Five 
Year Plan our hearts ·turn to our beleaguered brethren Cradle 
Faith, to deepening crisis International Fund and its special im
pact on challenges facing Baha'i world in opening two-year phase 
Seven Year Plan." 

·"We,~eem it. highly fitting and worthy," the Supreme Body 
added, that thiS program be launched in the much-loved com
munity called by the beloved Master 'Apostles of Baha'u'lIih' 
and named by Shoghi Effendi '.principal builders and defenders of 
a mighty Order.' " 

Me. Kavelin 'svisit-the first by a'member of the Universal 
House of Justice to North America and Europe on a mission of 
this nature-began in Wilmette, Illinois, where he met with 
~aha'is from the ~hicago area at the National College of Educa
tlOn,.less than a mile from the Baha') House of Worship. 

With the Seven Year Plan barely under way, said Mr. Kavelin, 
the worldwide Baha'i family has been crippled by the inability of 
one of its members to function . 

. "We are a family, " he said. "And if a member of our family is 
cnppled, what are we to do about it? Can we allow them to bear 
this burden by themselves?" 

Mr. Kavelin spoke eloquently ofthe recent political upheavals 
in fran that have left many Baha'is homeless,stripped them of 
their possessions and means of livelihood, and seen most Baha'i 
properties including Holy Places, cemeteries and private 
businesses seized by the revolutionary government. 

Before the revolution in Iran, said Mr. Kavelin, that country's 
Baha'i community had committed itself to supplying 60 per cent 
of the funds for the World Centre's budget, as well as 90 per cent 
of the funds for construction of the permanent Seat of the Univer
sal House of Justice. 

With the situation in fran worsening every day, Mr. Kavelin 
urged every follower of the Cause of Baha'u'llih to "search his 
heart and decide what his spiritual priorities are to be." 

During the first two years of the Seven Year Plan, he ex
plained, the World Centre needs a minimum of $20 million to 
carry out the work that must be done to meet the goals of the 
Seven Year Plan. 

That work includes completion of the Seat .of the Universal 
House of Justice .on Mount Carmel, construction work on the 
Mashriqu 'I-Adhkars in India and Samoa, restoration of the House 
of 'Abdu'lI~ Pasha, and monies to support those National 
Spiritual Assemblies that must rely on financial assistance from 
the Universal House of Justice . 
. With the iranian Baha'i community "in a state of paralysis, 

financially," said Mr. Kavelin, it is up to the rest of the Baha'i 
family to make up for this critical loss. . 

The present crisis, he emphasized time and again in his talks in 
North America and Europe, is not financial but spiritual. "God 
has providentially put us to the test," he said, adding that our 
response to the present challenge will determine in large measure 
the future course of events not only in the Baha'i community, but 
throughout a troubled world that is destined one day to look to the 
Baha'is for guidance and support as the present order collapses. 

The personal sacrifices made each day by the friends in fran, 
said Mr. Kavelin, are reminiscent of the heroes and heroines who 
established the Faith in that country. "Their greatest ordeal, their 
greatest agony, " he said, "is not the suffering they are undergo
ing, but the fact that they are unable to fulfill their commitment to 
the Universal House of Justice." 

The Supreme Body, he added, "is confident that the friends 
everywhere will arise to demonstrate that we truly are one Baha'i 
family, united, and that we will make any sacrifice to redeem the 
ordeal now being suffered by our beloved friends in the Cradle of 
the Faith." 

From Dlinois, Mr. Kavelin visited several cities on the East and 
West Coasts of the U. S. before continuing on to Canada, Alaska 
and Europe. 
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House of Justice: 

Counsellors to serve 
for five-year 

terms 

In a letter to the Baha'IS of the world dated June 24, 1968, the 
Universal House of Justice announced the establishment of the 
Continental Boards of Counsellors, explained their relationship 
to other administrative institutions of the Faith, and said members 
of the Soard!> would serve "for a term, or terms, the length of 
which will be determined and announced at a later date ... " 

Furthermore, Article IX, Section 1 of the Constitution of the 
Universal House of Justice states: "The term of office of a 
Counsellor, the number of Counsellors on each Board, and the 
boundaries of the zone in which each Board of Counsellors shall 
operate, shall be decided by the Universal House of Justice~" 

The House of Justice has now decided that the tenn of service 
for Counsellors will be five years. The announcement was made 
in a cablegram to all National Spiritual Assemblies dated June 29, 
1979: 

"MOMENT PROPITIOUS ANNOUNCE DURATION 
TERMS SERVICE MEMBERS CONTINENTAL BOARDS 
COUNSELLORS AS ANtICIPATED iN ANNOUNCEMENT 
ESTABUSHMENT THAT INSTITUTION AND IN CON" 
STITUTION UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE. DECISION 
NOW TAKEN THAT TERMS WILL BE OF' FIVE YEARS 
STARTING DAY COVENANT 26 NOVEMBER 1980. SUP
PUCATING ANCIENT BEAUTY DIVINE BLESSINGS DE
VELOPMENT THIS ESSENTIAL INSTITUTION BAHA'f 
ADMINISTRATlvE ORDER. UNI VERSAL HOUSE OF JUS
TICE." 

The initial announcement ofthe formation of the Continental 
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Boards of Counsellors was made by the Universal House 'of 
Justice on June 21, 1968, in a cablegram to alI National Spiritual 
Assemblies: 

"REJOICE ANNOUNCE MOMENTOUS DECISION ES
TABLISH ELE VEN CON11NENT AL BOARDS COUNSEL
LORS PROTECTION PROPAGATION FAITH THREE EACH 
FOR AFRICA AMERICAS ASIA ONE EACH FOR AUS
TRALASIA EUROPE STOP ADOPTION lHIS .SIGNIFI
CANT STEP FOLLOWING CONSULTATION WITH HANDS 
CAUSE GOD ENSURES EXTENSION FUTURE APPOINTED 

'FUNCTIONS THEIR INSTITUTION ... " 

In its letter of June 24, 1968, the Universal House of Justice 
outlined the duties and responsibilities of the Boards of Counsel
lors to include "directing the Auxiliary Boards in their respective 
areas, consulting and collaborating with National Spiritual As
semblies, and keeping the Hands of the Cause and the Universal 
House of Justice informed concerning the conditions of the Cause 
in their areas .• , 

The Auxiliary Boards for protection and propagation, the letter 
went on to say, "will henceforth report to the Continental Boards 
of Counsellors who will appoint or replace members of the 
Auxiliary Boards' as circumstances may require. " 

The Hands of the Cause of GOd, the Universal House of Justice 
explained, "have the prerogative and obligation to consult with 
the Continental Boards of Counsellors and National Spiritual 
Assemblies on any subject which in their view affects the interests 
of the Cause." 



Baha'is 
sponsor panel 
discussion. 
on science, 
technology for 
development 

A pan of the audience that was present for a public meeting last 
June 12 in New York City on 'The Human Factor in Science and 
Technology for Development.' The meeti1!g was co-sponsored by 
the BpM'i International Community and the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the BaIui'is of the United States. . 

The Baha'i International Community and the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United States co-sponsored a panel 
discussion June 12 on."The Human Factor in Science and Tech-
nology for Development." . 

The program was planned as a contribution to the important 
issues that were to be discussed at the United Nations Conference 
on Science and Technology for Development, held in Vienna, 
Austria, in August. 

The distinguished group of panelists at the June meeting in 
New York City included Dr. Klaus-Heinrich Standke, director'of 
the UN Office for Science and TechnologYi Jurg Mahner, an 
anthropologist and Special Fellow at the UN Institute for Training 
and Research (UNIT AA); John Edmoqds, program engineering 
and architecture advise~ for the Canadian Department of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development; and Susan Berge, an 
economic forecaster. with a private U.S. flI1Il. 

The moderator was Dr. Robert Rosenfeld, a research chemist 
at Eastman-Kodak Company in Rochester, New York. 

While all the pane!ists focused on the subject of tbe program, 
Dr. Standke and Mr: Mahneralso discusse4 some of the ap
proaches to be taken at the UN Conference in Vienna. 

Mr. Edmonds and Miss Berge, the Baha'i participants, pre
sented a Baha'i approach to the use of science and t~hnology to 
fmther human well-being and happiness. 

The audience responded w"mtly to the provocative observa
tions of the panelists, and many expressed appreciation to the 
Baha'is for exploring the significance of the human factor, an 
element often·neglected in the utilization of science and technol
ogy for the economic and social growth of all countries. 

Copies of a special Baha'i paper prepared for the Vienna 
conference, entitled "Science and Technology for Human Ad
vancement," were distributed during the panel discussion. 

The Baha'i International Community was to take part in the 
Vienna conference and in a parellel non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGO) forum. . . 

Dr. Will C. van den Hoonaard (left), alternate representative of 
the BaM'i International Community to the United Nations, ad
dresses the audience during a public meeting JU1!e 12 in New York 
City on 'The Human Factor in Science and Technology for 
Development,' co-sponsored by the Baha'i International Com
munity and the National Spiritual Ass~mbly of the Bah,,' is of the 
United States. Others in the photo ·(left to right) are Dr. K-H. 
Standke, director of the Unite4 Nations Office of Science and 
Technology for Development; Jurg Mahner, special fellow, UN 
Institute for Training and Research; John Edmonds, an engineer: 
and Susan Berge, an economist. Mr. Edmonds and Miss Berge 
are BaM'is. 
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Mabel Hyde Paine 
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(The following tribute to Mrs. Mabel Hyde Paine of Urbana, 
l/linois, was written by Garreta H. Busey. Miss Busey, who was 
born ill Urbana and lived there most of her life, was a well-knowlI 
writer and teacher who once served on the editorial staffs of 
World Order magazine, Baha' i News and The Baha' i World, and 
was for mallY years a member of the Natiollal Literature Review
il/g Committee. Miss Busey passed away ill October 1976). 

'. -, .. _---------



Mabel Hyde Paine was one of those BaM' is who are like strong 
foundation stones to the communities they help to fonn. Her 
spiritual qualities, deep faith, courage and perseverance, 
thoroughness, and ability to rise above personalities were not 
only manifested in her personal life, but flowed into the adminis
trative life of her community and helped it grow steadily in 
knowledge and obedience. 

There are some people whom the Baha'i Faith changes com
pletely. In others, it illumines and perfects those capacities with 
which, by inheritance and training, they already are endowed and 
directs them to their greatest usefulness in the service of God. 
Mabel Paine c~me to the Baha'i Faith with a sound family 
background, a brilliant and well-trained mind, a disciplined con
science, and great spiritual aspiration. 

She was bOrn December 7, 1877, in Rockville, Connecticut, of 
a family that had come to New England in the early 1600's. Her 
father, who had become pastor of the Congregational Church in 
Rockville a few yearS before her birth, must have been a man of 
great capacity, for at one time he was asked to stand in the pulpit 
for Henry Ward Beecher, in the absence of that celebrated 
preacher. He died when Mabel was two years old, leaving his 
wife and five children with no source of income. Her mother 
supported the family by taking in boarders. 

Mrs. Hyde had attended Mt. Holyoke College in its early days, 
and the importance attached to a good education in that family is 
shown by the fact that, in spite of lack of money, four of her 
children, girls as well as boys, were graduated from excellent 
colleges: Yale, Mt. Holyoke, Smith, and Wellesley. One of these 
was 6ertha Hyde Kirkpatrick, loved by many Baha',s for her 
work at the Louhelen Baha'i school in Michigan. 

The desperate poverty of Mabel's childhood schooled her in 
hardship and gave her a great sense of responsibility . She was a 
serious girl. Later she said that she had worried a great deal, small 
as she was, for fear that there might not be enough money to pay 
the rent. 

After her graduation from high school (atthe head of her class), 
she taught in a country school to earn money to go to college. 
With scholarship help, she was able to enter Wellesley College, 
but after a few weeks she had to return home and give up all study 
because of an attack of typhoid fever. Faced with the task of 
beginning again, she persevered. Again she taught school and 
re-entered Wellesley, from which she was graduated in 1902. 

To appreciate more fully with what mental capacity Mabel was 
endowed, a capacity she later devoted wholeheartedly to the 
Baha', Faith, it is interesting to look into a number of letters 
which she preserved,signed by celebrated teachers known to all 
Wellesley women: Katherine Lee Bates, Sophie C. Hart, Mar
garethe Mueller, Charles Lowell Young, and Ellen Fitz Pendle
ton. 

Professor Bates commented on her exactness and' 'her unusual 
brilliancy of mind and strength of character." Professor Young 
wrote the following, which throws light on her acceptance of the 
Baha'i Faith and the kind of work she did for it: "Her progress 
was almost extraordinary; yet there was nothing about it of the 
merely clever or superficially brilliant. It came, rather, of solid 
attainments, of the most intense and absorbing interest in her 
subject.matter, and the most serious effort to come to clearness 
with herself about it. She grew steadily toward an unusual origi
nality and independence of thought, and a rare power of handling 
facts in the mass, as well as in detail. Her work always gave 
earnest of still further growth. " More than fifty years later this 
statement might be applied almost exactly to Mabel Paine's 
Baha', life, with the essential addition of hetdeep.devotion to 

'In September 1920 ... she visited 
'Abdu'I-8aha in Haifa, and for the rest 
of her life she was to share with the 
Urbana friends the great deepening 
and confirming Power that was 
poured out on her there.' 

Baha'u'lIah, to 'AlxIu'I-Baha, and to the Guardian. 

For all her seriousness, Mabel had a quick sense of humor. Her 
eyes would light up with merriment and appreciation of anything 
witty, and she was not above laughing at herself. In a group of 
reminiscing friends she told with amusement of the fust time she 
had gone buggy riding with a certain young man. She brought 
some reading matter along and remarked: ·"If we get bored with 
each other, we can read this ... That young man, who later became 
her husband, said that he definitely was not bored. 

She was married, in 1908, to Ellery Burton Paine, of the 
Electrical Engineering Department at the University of Illinois. 
and came to live in Urbana, which was to be her home until the 
end of her life. Her marriage was a singularly happy and har
monious one. Once when she asked the Guardian whether she 
ought to put her husband's happiness or the Faith first, he 
answered, "Both," and this she w~s able to do, for Professor 
Paine was to say , "I cannot imagine two people who ever lived 
more happily together." Their tastes were similar and there was 
a great love between them. Professor Paine's ideals were alwayS 
in close hannony with the Baha'i ideals, and he had a deep 
respect for his wife:s devotion. He remained qntil his death a 
finn friend of the Faith and of the Baha'is. 

It was in Urbana that Mabel Paine first heard the Baha'i 
Message. In writing to one of her friends about the Baha'i history 
of Urbana, she said: "My memory begins with Mrs, Getsinger's 
(about 1912) and Mr Remey's (1913) speaking at the Unity 
Club." She attended classes on "The Art of Living" and on 
Bible study from a Baha', point of view, which were conducted 
by Albert Vail, then minister of the Unitarian Church. In 1915 she 
became a Baha'i and began her long service to the Cause. 

In September 1920, with her daughter, Sylvia, she visited 
'AlxIu'I-Baha in Haifa, and forthe rest of her life she was to share 
with the Urbana friends the great deepening and confinning 
Power that was poured out on her there. I.ndeed, that young 
community was blessed by the number of its members who 
visited 'Abdu'I·Baha at this time, or had visited Him earlier: 
Marie Hopper, the Mattoon family, and Anna Kunz, all contrib
uted a sense of closeness to the Master, and later to the Guar· 
dian, that went into the very blood and bones of the community. 
Mabel Paine and Sylvia made another pilgrimage to Haifa in 
1931, this time to see the Guardian. One could always feel, when 
she mentioned the. Guardian or recited the prayers for him, the 
great depth of her love. 
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After returning from her pilgrimage to 'Abdu'I-BaM, she made 
a teaching trip to Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska. She enjoyed 
this very much, but ill health prevented her from goi!1g on with 
this kind of teaching. During the fIrSt quarter-century of her 
m!UTiage, she had three major operations, and much of the time 
was unable to go out much or be very active physically, but she 
used her enforced leisure for a thorough study of the Baha'i 
Writings, bringing to it all the mental acumen she had shown in 
college. She became, indeed, a Baha'i scholar. If any of us 
w~ted to know, at any time, where to find a certllin quotation, we 
had only to ask Mabel Paine and she could tell us almost at once. 

She wrote articles for "Star of the West" and lat~r for the 
Baha'i magazine under its various names, served On national 
editorial committees, and was for years a member of the Review
ing Committee. I worked with her on Balui'i World and on the 
World Order editorial committee and know the industry, the 
patience, and the conscientious thought she devoted to the work, 
part of which was drudgery. Perhaps she is best known now as the 
compiler of The Divine Art of Living, a book that is unique as an 
introduction to the Faith and as a source of meditation for Baba' is 
and non-Balla'is alike. 

Mabel Hyde, in. her youth, must have been iqlpressed 'by 
Christ's admonition, "Be ye perf~t," for throughout her life she 
showed a great longing for perfection. In her home she tried to 
keep perfect order, and her husband told how she used to try to' 
make perfect bread. To him it seemed Perfect, but she could never 
be quite satisfied with it. 

So it was in spiritual matters. lier daughter wrjtes: "In her 
quiet way, she stuck to whatever she thought right and saw it 
through to completion. Nothing ever seemed to upset her daily 
routine, which included prayer, reading, meditation, and then an 
hour or so desk work on whatever writing project was under 
way. ; .I remember years ago, when I was quite a young child, 
how, befote going to a Feast or Baha'i gatbering, Mother would 
go up to her room and pray. " Again she writes: "One of the ways 
Mother helped me most was in showing how one can rise above 
personalities. She really was above gossip, and if she ever discus
sed a person with me, it was in such a way as to increase my love 
for that person." 

Her insistence on perfection showed itself in her editorial 
work, in her teaching, and in her administrative service. She was 
often troubled by careless writing subqlitted for publication, for 
she wished the Cause to be represented. only by the best. One 
cou,d always rely on the accuracy of her work, and to read proof 
with her was to know what it is to be exact. 

. In teaching the Faith, she was especially good at preparing new 
~Iievers for membership. She was careful that they should know 
the t>asic teachings well and be quite ready to accept them. She 
was rather retiring by nature and preferred not to do a great deal of 
public speaking, but she would never refuse to do anything that 
might further the Cause. Her talks were always clear, thought
provoking, and impressive with their strong spirit of sincere 
devotion. When she made her last talk, she was really too weak to 
stand, but, having undertaken to do this thing for Baha'u'lIah, she 
carried it through to the end. 

In spite ofthe undoubted importance of her literary and editor
ial work for the Faith, I think that one of Mabel Paine's greatest 
contributions was administrative. She was a member of the 
Spiritual Assembly of Urbana from its formation, in 1920, until 
her last illness, in 1955. She was many times its chairman, always 
one of its officers, and several times a delegate to the National 
Convention. 

In that period when the letters of Shoghi Effendi, now pub-
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lished in Ba}uf i Administration, were being received in America, 
Mabel Paine, and that rather remarkable group of believers who 
were her colleagues, mastered these letters and set about con
scientiously to put them into practice. With her exact knowledge, 
her perseverance in what she believed to be right, and her insis
tence on perfection, in the administration of the community as 
well as in her pri vate life, she was a great influence in making the 
q)mmunity function in the way outlined by the Guardian. "But is 
it the Baha'i way?" she would often ask in consultation, and she 
could always point to a passage in the Writings to help solve a 
problem. 

Her support of Baha'i institutions was steadfast in every way, 
especially 'by means of the Fund. Hflr contribution was always 
regular and generous to the point of sacrifice. She had the good 
fortune to ~gin her Balta'i life in the Apostolic age, to ~rve 
through the 25 years of the formation of the Administrative Order 
in America, to see the dedication of the Temple, and the begin
ning of the Ten Year Crqsade. She died on August 15, 1955. 

BaM'u'lIah has sairlthat he who quickens one soul in this 
Cause is like one ql,lickening all the servants. When one remem
bers the number of well-grounded believers that have gone out 
from Urbana, one might almost conclude that, if we strengthen c:-n 
Baha'i community, we strengthen them all. And it is to Mabel 
Paine's everlasting credit that, without thought of praise for 
herself or personal recognition, she sO used her qualitie~, merging 
them with those of her fellow-workers, as to build a strong Baba'i 
community. In this, and in many individual Balta'is, her charac
ter lives on. 

As to her soul, in a letter to her daughter written by Leroy loas . 
on behalf of the Guardian, he says: 

"The beloved Guardian deeply values the long and devoted 
services of your mother in the pathway of the Cliuse of God. She 
has ascended to the Abh~ Kingdom and is now receiving a rich 
reward, from the Master whom she served so efficiently and so 
diligently ... 



Many of the friends who attended Bolivia's national Baha'I 
Confere'lce 0'1 the Seven Year Plan last April 30 pl~dged to help 

fUlfill specific goals during the 
Year Plan. 

. -,---------

In the heart of South America, a growing 
Baha'I community carries forward God's Plan 

Top left: Members of the Na/ional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Bolivia for 1979-BO are (standing left to right) German 
Rivera; Pamaieon Zolil, vice chairman; Val~ntfn Quispe; Eshra
ghollah O~ladi, secretary-treasurer; Gregorio LlImque; and 
(seated left to right) Isidro Jackakollo; EhsanollDh Rezvani, 
chairman; Yolanda Pulley; Stephen Pulley, recortJ;ng secretflry. 
Bottom left: About 50 Baha'is attended a national Deepening 
Institute for Traveling Teachers last May 2B-June 1 in La Paz, 
Bolivia. The institute was designed to prepare traveling teachers 
to help strengthen and consolidate many of the country's 1,1()() 
communities that have Local Spiritual Assemblies. Below: Dele
gates to the 19th National Convention of the Baha'iS of Bolivi{l 
held April 27-29, 1979. 
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Around the World 

Three Hands of the Cause of God-Dhikru' lldh 
Khtidem, John Robarts and William Sears~ere 
present last July 28 for an historic meeting 
between the Continental Board of Counsellors in 
North America and its Auxiliary Boards and the 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the U.S. 
and several of its committees accepted an 
invitation to meet Saturday, July 28, with the 
Continental Board of Counsellors in North 
America and its Auxiliary Boards to discuss 
strategies for the initial two-year phase of the 
Seven Year Plan. 

The historic day-long meeting was blessed by 
the presence of three Hands of the Cause of God: 
Dhikru'llIm Khadem, John Robarts and William 
Sears. 

Also present was Counsellor Aziz Yazdi, a 
member of the International Teaching Centre in 
Haifa, Israel. 

Committees represented were the National 
Teaching Committee, National Education 
Committee, International Goals Committee, and 
the Office of the Treasurer. 

An all-Native American Local Spiritual 
Assembly at White Mesa, Utah, and four 
Assemblies in Colorado, all formed in July, are 
among the results of an intensive teaching 
campaign designed to bring about large-scale 
enrollments in the so-called" four comers" area 
that forms the boundary between the 
Southwestern states of Utah, Colorado, Arizona 
and New Mexico. 

Teaching simply and directly, mostly in 
one-to-one situations, the friends in this 
four-state area have won significant victories for 
the Cause during the campaign that started 
earlier this year. In June, Assemblies Were 
formed on the Shiprock Navajo and Jicarillo 
Apache Reservations in New Mexico. 

As a result of heightened interstate and 
interdistrict cooperation, 136 people, mostly 
Native Americans or Spanish-speaking, 

...... -~-.-------. 

National SpiritUal Assembly olthe Unifed States 
and several of its committees. The day-long 
meeting focused on strategies for winning the 
goals of the initial two-year phase of the Seven 
Year Plan. 

The meeting pr9duced a deeper awareness of 
the importance of the closest possible 
collaboration between the senior institutions of 
the Faith in North America. 

It also afforded the National Spiritual 
Assembly an opportunity to share wjththe 
Counsellors and Auxiliary Board m~mbets its 
broad plan for winning the expansion and 
consolidation goals set forth by the Universal 
House of Justice for the opening phase of the 
Seven Year Plan. 

The key element in that plan is systematic, 
phased growth within the U.S. Baha'i 
community, which, in the words of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, "yields greater ·and more 
lasting results than spasmodic, iII-conceived 
campaigns no matter how many resources are 
brought to their aid." 

embraced the Cause of God in the four states in a 
two-month period that began in mid-May. 

The initial teaching effort was sponsored by 
the Spiritual Assembly of the Southern Ute 
Reservation in Western Colorado. 

Later, teams from several communities were 
joined by Baha'i youth from as far away as 
Louisiana and New York State for teaching in 
Colorado's San Luis Valley, most of whose 
residents are Spanish-speaking. 

By,the second week in July, Assemblies had 
been formed in the agricultural communities of 
San Luis, Fort Garland, and Center, Colorado. 
A fourth Assembly was established in Argosa 
Springs, Colorado. 

In Center, there were 17 enrollments in two 
days. One of the new believers is a Mayan Indian 
from the Yucatan Peninsula in Mexico. 



Swaziland 

Togo 

A Baha'i from iran was one of two speakers 
last Easter Sunday, April 15 , at the dedication of 
an interdenominational Christian church at 
Labomba, the Kraal ("home" or "seat") of the 
Indlovukazi (Queen Mother) of Swaziland and 
site of the Swazi House of Parliament. More than 
10,000 people attended the ceremony. 

His Majesty Sobhuza II, King of Swaziland 
for more than 60 years, sponsored an annual 
Easter celebration to help create unity among the 
many Christian denominations in that country. 

Her Royal Highness Princess Geinaphi, a 
daughter of the King, was one of the frrst people 
in Swaziland to embrace the Faith. She insisted 
that the government include aBaba' i speaker on 
the program, and arranged for Dr. M. Ahmadi to 
speak, with Benjamin Dlamini, chainnan of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Swaziland, his 
interpreter. 

Dr. Ahmadi's talk, which consisted mostly of 
passages from the Writings of Baba 'u 'Uah on the 
high station of kingship, ended with these words 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha: 

.. All nations and kindreds will become a 
single nation. Religious and sectarian 
antagonisms, the hostility of races and peoples, 
differences among nations will be eliminated. 
All men will adhere to one religion, . will have 
one common faith, will be blended into one race, 
and will become a single people. All will dwell 
in one common fatherland, which is the planet 
itself. " 

Dr. Ahmadi then presented to His Majesty a 
prayer for unity, beautifully lettered and 
illuminated by Mrs; Mary Jane Rostami and 
framed for hanging in the church. 

On Tuesday, April 17, the influential 
English-language newspaper, the Times of 
Swaziland, carried a front-page article and 
photos of the celebration. The article quoted in 
detailJrom Dr; Ahmadi's address. 

The Baha'i National Center in Lome, Togo, 
was the scene July 8-9 of consultation between 
the Hand of the Cause of God R~matu'U;ih 
Muhajir, the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Togo, and eight members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Benin .. 

Among the immediate results of the meeting 
were a series of joint border teaching campaigns 
and a pledge of continued close cooperation 
between the two West African nations. 

Thirty Togolese believers joined Dr: Muh;ijir 
and the National Spiritual Assembly in 
discussing Togo's teaching strategy for the 
initial two-year phase of the Seven Year Plan. 

Dr. Mubajir warmly praised Benin's national 
campaign in which each believer creates his or 
her personal extension teaching project by 
teaching in villages where he or she has 
relatives. 

His Majesty Sobhuza /I, King of Swaziland for 
60 years, receives an illuminated Balui' i prayer 
for unity from Dr. M. Ahmadi, a Balui'ifrom 
iran who was one of two principal speakers last 
April 15 at the dedication of an 
interdenominational church at Lobamba, 
Swaziland. More than /0,000 people attended 
the event. 

In outlining ways in which this teaching 
method can be expanded, Dr. Muhajir urged the 
believers to do their part to help transfonn Africa 
into what the beloved Guardian promised would 
be the first Baha'i continent. 
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To commemorate the 25th anniversary of the 
dedication of its BaM'i Center by the Hands of 
the Cause of God 'Ali-Akbar Furutan and A.Q. 
Faizi, the Bahli'i community of Sutherland 
Shire, a suburb of Sydney, Australia. presented 
a copy of Tokens From the Writings of 
Baha 'u 'Ihih to the Shire president, Jean Manuel, 
M.B.E. Shown at the presentation on December 
27, 1978, are (left to right) Madge Painter and 
Nell Dekker of the Sutherland Shire BaM'i 
community; Miss Diana Oliver, Shire librarian; 
and Councillor Manuel. 

Ken Robinson. an Australian believer and 
pioneer to Thailand. addresses some of the 
more than 250 youth and adults who attended 

A large-scale teaching campaign was held 
during the entire month of January 1979 in 
Victoria, Australia. 

Planned by the National Goals Committee of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of Australia, the 
campaign included a wide variety of activities in 
the cities of Melbourne, Ballarat, Bendigo, 
Geelong and Morwell. 

The Baha'i music groups, "Galimaufery" 
and "1844," gave concerts. There were wood 
sculpture exhibits by Baha'I and United Nations 
films. 

Cooking demonstrations, picnics, and 
recreational outings were designed to provide an 
atmosphere in which the friends could attract 
seekers, befriend them, introduce them to the 
Faith and invite them to firesides that were held 
almost every evening. 

. -._---------

the 10th Australian Baha'i Youth Conference 
at Monash University, Melbourne, during the 
Victoria Teaching Campaign last January. 

The Goals Committee reports that the large 
amount of publicity' 'was definitely the success 
of the campaign, " with estimates of the amount 
of free coverage running into milny hundreds, 
and perhaps thousands, of dollars. 



An area of dense bushes and shrubs has been 
cleared from in from of the Bahd'fRouse of 
Worship near Sydney, Australia, as the first 
stage in im 'open vistas' concept that will give 
visitors an uninterrupted view of the building 

The first Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of the West Pilbara, in Western Australia, was 
elected Saturday, December 16, 1978. 

The new Assembly was the fifth to be 
established in an "Aboriginal area" of 
Australia, and the 99th in the country's Five 
Plan goal of 1 00. 

Soon afterward, the spiritual Assembly of 

Two Auxiliary Board members, 16 
assistahts to the Auxiliary Board, and their 
spouses were among those who attended a 
specialtnstitute February 24-25 at theBaha'i 
School in Yerrinbool, Australia. 

The institute, organized by Auxiliary Board 
member Bizhan Vahdat and patterned after a 
similar gathering held in Hawaii, included 
sessions on the duties and responsibilities of 
assistants to the Auxiliary Board, relationships 
between the Auxiliary Board and its assistants, 
deepening methods, working with Assembiies 
and individuals, and workshops involving 
mock Spiritual Assembly meetings. 

from the gateway entrance on the Mona Vale 
Road. The gum trees in theforeground are to 
be uprooted and the area replanted with grass, 
small plants and shrubs. 

Albury, New South Wales, was foI'med, 
fulfilling Australia's Assembly goal. 

A four-member team from Perth, Western 
Australia, drove to Onslow, a 24-hour trip, to 
help arrange the Assembly election in the West 
Pilbara. Onslow is the principal town in that 
area, which is larger in size than the whole of 
England. 

Basil ManolLztos, a South African of Greek 
descent, helped fulfill one of Ailstralia' s Five 
Year Plan goals last January iind Februilry 
when. he undertook the first teaching trip in 
that country aimed specifically at its 
Greek-speaking population, whose numbers 
are the highest in any country outside of 
Greece itself. Mr. Maiwlatos' month-long visit 
took him to Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and 
Mildure where he was introduced to seekers at 
small, informal gatherings. 
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A recent groundswell of teaching activity in 
the pueblo of Telde, Grand Canary Island, has 
been led by nine Baha'i youth whose efforts are 
spilling over into nearby villages. 

There were a few Baha'i youth already in 
Telde when Robert Esposito, his wife and seven 
~mall children pioneered there recently. Soon 
they were joined by more pioneers, two famil ies 
from Persia, and enthusiasm mounted. By the 
end of the Five Year Plan, enough local people 
had declared their belief in Baha 'u 'Ilab to assure 
the formation of Telde's first Spiritual 
Assembly .. 

At Naw-Ruz, the Baha'i community of Oveida, 
Spain, raised a large banner in the street to 
proclaim the Faith. Posters and flowers were 
placed under it, andflowers and pamplets were 

Four members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Benin and Auxiliary Board 
member Frederic Hodonou were among those 
who attended a weekend teaching and deepening 
institute July 14-15 at the Baha'i National 
Center. The event was sponsored by the Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Cotonou. 

Twenty-four believers attended the institute 
including two from the neighboring country of 
Togo and four from Benin's Oueme Province. 

Following the institute, four of the friends 
from Cotonou visited their sister community, 
Godomey, for an evening of prayers, songs and 
deepening with about 50 of the believers there. 
Plans were made to begin Godomey's children's 

~ ----------
Last June, 60 of the friends attended a 

teaching conference at which there were several 
declarations. 

The friends in Telde are developing programs 
to assist isolated believers, and plan to sponsor 
more conferences. They are also organizing 
acti vities on two of the neighboring islands, each 
of which has only one believer. 

given to seekers. A photo of the exhibit appeared 
in the local newspaper the following day, and 
Balui'is were interviewed on radio. 

classes and to show ftlms about the Faith. 
Since April there have been more than 100 

declarations in Godomey. Six nearby villages 
also have been opened to the Faith. 

Three days after the institute at Cotonou, 
children's classe~ were begun in the town of 
Abomey. Children's classes also have been 
started in Bohicon, Cotonou, Porto-Novo, and 
Dowa. 



Sweden "Melinda Alpaugh and Enge Bolin entertain 
during a conference last December at Enkoping, 
Sweden, where that country's newest Local 
Spiritual Assembly has since been formed. 

TIu: Spiritual Assembly of the Balui' is of Umeii; 
Sweden, has begun broadcasting its own local 
radio programs. Sonny Mauree is shown here 
during the first broadcast May 11 of the 

bi-weekly 15-minute programs. The Swedish 
Minister of Education Was present for the first 
broadcast. and was presented a copy of 'The 

"Spiritual Revolution.' 

The first Spiritual Assembly of Lulea, Sweden, 
formed last April, is one of four Local 
Assemblies formed that month during an 
upsurge of teaching inspired by a great many 
Swedish believers, induding entire families, 
who arose to become home front pioneers in the 
dosing days of the Five Year Plan. At Riqvtin, 
Sweden had 21 Local Spiritual Assemblies, only 
one short of the country's Five Year Plan goal. 
Luleti's is the northernmost Assembly in 
Sweden. 
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New 
Hebrides 

Mauritius 

1. .....', ..... /October 1979 

The visit of four black American Baha'is to 
New Hebrides from January 6-20 resulted in 
excellent proclamation and pUblicity for the 
Faith. 

The team, consisting of James Isham, DanaI 
Pugh, June }titter and Mark Sisson, visited the 
islands of Santo, Malekula, Efate and Tanna. 

Team members taught the Faith through 
simple and direct talks, using songs and the 
music of drums, flute and organ to convey 
Baha'u'll8h's Message of love and unity. 

Everywhere, people's hearts were warmed 
~yib~ te~'s h~ppiness and vitality. Radio 
NeiJ'ffebrides broadcast news of the team's 
progress and recorded an excellent interview 
with Mark SiSS(jn. 

Attendance at the first week's meetings 
ranged from 30 to i50; in nearly every case, 
the majority of the audience was non-Bah a' 1. 

During the second week f three team 
members went to Tanna while the fourth, 
Mark Sisson, stayed behind to participate in 
the National Youth Conference at Vila. He 
also spoke at a large fireside on Fila Island. 

In Tanna, the team gave seven public talks 
and one deepening session in five days, 

- visiting Unakel, Lowyartl, Greenhill, 
Whitesands, Sulphur Bay, Port Resolution and 
NaZareth. 

The best respOnse, according to the team's 
report, came at Lowyaru where some 200 

The National Convention of the BaM'is of 
Mauritius was held April 28~May 16 with two 
members of the Continental Board of 

. ----------

people attended. There was one declaration. 
When the team arrived in the village of 

Sulphur Bay, they found that the American 
flag had been raised and everyone had lined up 
to salute them. 

The final night of the team's stay in New 
Hebrides was also the last night of the National 
Youth Conference. A public meeting and 
farewell dance were held at the Baha'i Center 
in Vila. It was attended by at least 90 adults, 
half of whom were not Baha'is. There were 
two declarations. 

Counsellor, 67 delegates and 141 other 
believers attending. 



Ivory 
Coast/ 

Mali 

Hawaii 

Bahli'isfrom Ivory Coast and Mali, Africa, held 
their largest Summer School ever last December 

More than 100 believers from Ivory Coast and 
Mali were present last December at the National 
Institute in Bouake, Ivory Coast, for the largest 
Baha'i Summer School ever held by the two 
West African countries. 

Friends from as far away as Upper Volta came 
to the school and enjoyed classes on the Bab, 
Baha'u'llah, 'Abdu'l-Baha, Shoghi Effendi, the 
Covenant, the institutions of the Faith, prayer, 
teaching, Baha'i laws, the history and role of 
Baha'i women, and the importance of "living 
the life." 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is 
of the Hawaiin Islands was elected at the annual 
National Convention in Honolulu on April 
27-29. Assembly members are (left to right) 
Craig Quick; Elizabeth Haberman, recording 

at the National Institute in Bouake, Ivory Coast. 

Children's classes also were held during the 
Summer School. A Baha'i bookstore was open 
each day, and there was a special recreation 
period during which the friends played soccer, 
went for walks, or simply socialized. A public 
meeting held one evening attracted many people 
from nearby localities. 

More women than ever before participated in 
the Summer School. Many of them left 
afterward to attend the West African Baha'i 
Women's Confer~nce in Monrovia, Liberia. 

secretary; Duane Troxel; Anthony Pelle, 
vice-chairman; Brad Hollinger, treasurer; 
Elizabeth Hollinger, corresponding secretary; 
Manuel Marcial; Gary Morrison; Tracy 
Hamilton, chairman. 
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PERSECUTION OF THE BAHA'IS, THE LARGEST RELIGIOUS MINORITY IN IRAN, HAS 
TAKEN A NEW TURN. EARLY YESTERDAY MORNING A CROWD OF OVER 100 PEOPLE, 
INCLUDING THE HEAD OF THE GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT FOR RELIGIOUS ENDOW
MENTS IN SHIRAz, AND ACCOMPANIED BY 25 REVOLUTIONARY GUARDSMEN AND 10 
OTHER ARMED MEN, ATTACKED THE MOST HOLY HOUSE OF THE BAB WHICH WAS 
ORDAINED BY BAHA'u'LLAH, THE FOUNDER OF THE BAHA'I FAITH, TO BE A PLACE OF 
PILGRIMAGE FOR HIS FOLLOWERS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND IS REGARDED BY 
THEM AS THE MOST HALLOWED SPOT IN IRAN. THIS CROWD, WHICH HAD THE KEY TO 
THE HOUSE, SMASHED AND DISMANTLED DOORS AND WINDOWS, DESTROYED ORNA
MENTAL PLASTERWORK, BREECHED THE WALLS AND HACKED TO PIECES A TREE IN 
THE COURTYARD. THIS MORNING THE WORK OF DEMOLITION IS BEING CONTINUED BY A 
GROUP OF WORKMEN AND IT IS CLEAR THAT THE PURPOSE IS TO RAZE TO THE GROUND 
THE HOUSE OF THE BAB AND TWO ADJACENT HOUSES WHICH ALSO BELONG TO THE 
BAHA'I COMMUNITY. 

A WAVE OF ANGUISHED INDIGNATION IS SWEEPING THE BAHA'I COMMUNITY 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. WHEN ALL BAHA'I HOLY PLACES IN IRAN WERE SEIZED BY 
THE AUTHORITIES IN RECENT MONTHS, THE PROTESTATIONS OF THE BAHA'Is WERE 
MET WITH BLAND ASSURANCES, CONFIRMED IN WRITING, THAT THE TAKE-OVER WAS 
FOR THE PROTECTION OF THESE SACRED PROPERTIES. 

BAHA'IS IN EAST AND WEST ARE REGISTERING VEHEMENT PROTESTS WITH THE 
IRANIAN AUTHORITIES. 

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
September 9, 1979 
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Cover 
The full majesty and beauty of the stately Corinthian columns and 
intricately-carved marble entablature of the Seat of the Universal 
House of Justice is apparent In this photo taken July 30, 1979. 
Except for the dome, most of the marble for the exterior of the 
building has been installed, and scaffolding hils been dismantled at 
the east end of the structure. Meanwhile, workmen are erecting 
some of the Interior partitions and pursuing the complicated elec
trical and mechanical work inside the building. An article about the 
stonecutters in Chiampo, Italy, who prepared the marble for the 
magnificent structure on Mount Carmel will appear in an upcoming 
Issue of Bah." News. 

Correction 
In the August 1979 Issue of Bah6', News, page 8, a cablegram from 
the caroline Islands relating news of Its National Convention and 
Five Year Plan victories was erroneously attributed to the Cook 
Islands, which has no National Spiritual Assembly and Is under the 
jurisdiction of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bah6"s of New 
Zealand. We deeply regret the error. 
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Radio Baha'i 
Baha'f-run classes in radio engineering 
help warm relations between the Faith 

and the government Office of Frequencies 

Top photo: The National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Balufis of Ecuador. Middle: Government 
engineers from Ecuador's Office of Frequencies 
arrive in Otavalo, Ecuador,for last June's tour of 
thefacilities of Radio BaM' i. Bottom left: Baha'is 
and their guests gather at the Baha'i Institute in 
Otavalo before climbing the mountain to inspect 

. the site of Radio BaM'i. At the right is Josefa 
Pacari, who with her husband, Segundo Til, is 
pioneering to the Institute fro,!, the Chibuleo 
Indian region o/Ecuador; the man with his-hair in 
braids is an Otavalo Indian in typical dress. 
Bouom right: A government engineer takes a 
photo of National Spiritual Assembly member 
Maria Perugachi and Auxiliary Board members 

·/sabel de Calderon and Vincenta Anrango infront 
0/ the large thatched-roof meeting hall at the 
BaluJ'i Institute i'n Otavalo. 
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On January 24, 1979, a new transmitter was installed at Radio 
Bah8'i near Otavalo, Ecuador, bringing the station up to full 
power and gi ving it the capability of broadcasting 24 hours a day. 

Shortly afterward, the National Spiritual Assembly of Ecuador 
requested an inspection by the government's Office of Frequen
cies. Enrique Matute, an engineer who had inspected the station 
on a previous occasion, was sent, and was favorably impressed by 
the advances made since his last visit about a year before. 

Sr. Matute said this was one of the better radio stations in 
Ecuador, and indicated that approval to broadcast with the new 
equipment would be granted. While at the station he called the 
government monitoring station near Quito to check the frequency 
and strength of Radio Baha'i's signal, which was deemed satisfac
tory. After using the equipment at Radio Bah"i tO'verify these 
findings, the engineer said that some of the station's equipment 
is more sophisticated than the government's and expressed his 
pleasure at the way the station is being run. . 

Dean Stephens, the engineer/consultant for Radio Baha'i, was 
present during the inspection, and offered to assist the Office of 
Frequencies in selecting and obtaining similar equipment. Sr. 
Matute thanked him fot his consideration, and expressed a wish 
that Mr. Stephens would "come and give a comprehensive course 
to our engineering staff." It was agreed that, if feasible, the 
inspector woold contact the National Spiritual Asseinbly's rep
resentative in Quito to work out the details of such an undertak': 
ing. This was done within a few weeks, and a formal course was 
plamed under the auspices of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Ecuador and the government Office of Frequencies. Mr. 
Stephens came from his home in Puerto Rico to conduct the 
course, 

The sessions were held from June 4-8, 1979, six hours each 
day, at the Center for Training and Accreditation. About half of 
the participants in the fast-paced, intensive course were engineers . 
and technicians including department heads from the Office of 
Frequencies. 1De only non-governmental engineer taking part 
was Ralph Dexter, a chemical engineer who is the National 
Spiritual Assembly's rePresentative for Radio Baha'i. 

A government-planned field trip was made to several radio 
transmitters: Radio Colon, Radio Melodia, and Radio Gran Co
lombia. The entire class made the trip and saw many practical 
examples of themes treated in the course. 

On the fmal day of the course, a luncheon for the participants 
was attended by some of the highest-ranking officers in this 
branch of governnient the General Manager for Public Works 
and Telecommunications for Ecuador; the Director of Finance 
from the Ecuadorian Institute of Telecommunications; and the 
Director of Training and Accreditation. 

Diplomas were presented alternately by Lt. Col. Victor 
Zabala, Director of the Office of Frequencies; Auxiliary Board 
member Sra. Isabel de Calderon, legal representative of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Ecuador; and Mr. Stephens. The 
diplomas were certified and sealed with the insignia of the gov
ernment of Ecuador and of Radio Baha'i. 

The General Manager of Public Works and Telecommunica
tions was' quite moved by the s;eremony. He warmly congratu
lated the Officer of Training and Accreditation for initiating the 
course, and made a point of presenting Mr. Dexter, the only 
Baha'i participant, with his diploma as a sign of deference to the 
Faith. 

During the course of the field trip, an opportunity had arisen 
to invite the participants to visit Radio Baha'i. The Office of 
Frequencies accepted the invitation, and the visit was arranged 
for Saturday, June 16. 
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'The General Manager of Public Works 
and Telecommunications ... made a 
point of presenting Mr. Dexter, the only 
Baha'f participant, with his diploma as a 
sign of deference to the Faith.' 

At the appointed hour a bus arrived carrying about one-half of 
the officers from the Office of Frequencies, one from the 
Marines, several secretaries, and the family of one officer. The 
visitors were warmly received by the radio staff in Otavalo and, 
escorted by a small group of Baha'is, began the half-hour climb 
by bus to the Baha'i property above Lake Cuicocha (Lake of the 
Gods) which is the anticipated site of a short-wave radio transmit
ter. From that point there is an uninterrupted view of 'Cajas,' the 
location of Radio Baha'i's medium-wave transmitter. 

Although the site is high in the Andes mountains and the 
weather is generally cool, the day was relatively warm and sunny, 
and the visitors were able to enjoy a boat ride on Lake Cuicocha. 
Since an application for a short-wave frequency bad been submit
ted to the Office of Frequencies, Mr. Stephens and the staff felt. 
that it was especially important that the engineers visit Lake 
Cuicocha so that they might point out to the government officials 
that it is one of the best sites in the country for short-wave radio 
system. (When the frequency is granted, Radio Baha'i will cover 
all of Ecuador and go far beyond its borders into parts of Colom
bia and Peru.) 

Following the boat ride, an informal lunch was served at the 
Baha'i Institute in Otavalo. At 3 p.m. visitors and staff departed 
for Cajas and Radio Baha'i. The government engineers asked 
many questions, and satisfied their curiosity about the now
famous innovative "antenna" that was built from locaIly
produced materials for only a fraction of the usual cost of such 
facilities through judicious purchases of used equipment and 
knowledgeable modifications and innovations to meet Radio 
Baha'i requirements. Mr. Stephens used the neat and orderly 
installation to illustrate principles, techniques and equipment that 
had been talked about during the class sessions at the Center for 
Training and Accreditation. 

Besides strengthening the bonds of friendship between Baha'is 
and goverriment personnel established during the training course, 
and demonstrating some of the things learned in the c1assro(m 
using Radio Baha'i equipment, the visit was intended to give the 
Baha'is yet another opportunity to proclaim the Faith to these 
intelligent and influential members of the Ecuadorian govern
ment. Considerable interest had been generated both in Radio 
Baha'i and the Faith itself, and here the government representa
tives were able to ask many questions and receive answers As 



they said their goodbyes, posters designed especially for the 
inauguration of Radio Baha'i' were presented to each of them 
--even the bus driver politely asked for two-and they were 
extremely grateful for the posters as well as for the hospitality 
shown by the Baha'i's. 

As a result of the visit, an invitation was extended by the Office 
of Frequencies to Mr. Stephens and the National Spiritual 
Assembly's representative to tour its installation. The invitation 
was accepted, and a visit was made the following Monday to the 
Office of Frequencies' monitoring station in Calderon, Ecuador, 
by Mr, Stephens, Mr. Dexter and Sra. de Calderon. They were 
accompanied by Sr. Matute, who is chief of Monitoring and 
Control. Some of the students, seeing the Baha'i's, came forward 
and embraced them warmly. 

Unfortunately, said Mr. ~tephens, there was no electricity that 
day, so the staff was unable to demonstrate its equipment in actual 
operation. However, he reported, "they turned on their transistor 
radio to Radio Baha'i' and played it loud enough to be heard all 
over the building during the time we were present." 

It can be said that two major trends developed during this 
period. One was the interest generated and the camaraderie 
developed in the classroom itself; the other, even more important, 
was the enhancement of the stature of Radio Baha'i', and with it 
the Baha'i' Faith, in the eyes of the government authorities who 
are responsible for the station's licensing and existence.-Helen 
Hornby 

Top photo:. Engineersfrom Ecuador's government Office 
of Frequencies take a close look at Radio BaM' f s 
medium-wave transmitter during their visit to the station 
last June. Middle: The engineers listen as plans for a 
BaluJ'i short-wave station are explained. At the right, 
wearing dark glasses and darkjacket, is Julio E. Hidalgo, 
a civilian employee of the Ministry of Defense who 
prepared the drawings and signed the documents related 
to BaM'i application for the short-wave frequency. 
Bottom: BaM'is and their government guests pose for a 
group photo near the site of Radio BaM'i. In the 
background is Lake Cuicocha. 
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Public 
• service 

Radio Baha'f cooperates 
with Ecuadorian govemment 
to help head off epidemic 
of hoof and mouth disease 

Public service to the community it serves, especially in times of 
emergency, is among the more valuable contributions of any 
radio station. Listeners to Radio Baha'i in Ecuador have come to 
expect such service, and a recent series of events serves to 
confmn that these listeners not only pay Close attention to such 
public service information, but react to it as well. 

In mid-June, two veterinarians from the Otavalo office of the 
Ecuadorian Ministry of Agriculture paid a mid-morning visit to· 
the offices of Radio Baha'i to consult about initiating a campaign 
of vaccination against hoof and mouth disease, a malady that 
affects livestock. The disease can render the meat and milk of 
affected animals unfit for human consumption, and, even worse, 
can be passed on to humans through food contamination. At the 
time of the visit, the possible existence of the disease in that area 
was only suspected; neverth("less~ the authorities wanted to urge 
livestock ownerS to have their animals vaccinated as quickly as 
possible. A campaign of radio spot announcements was discussed 
and planned. 

That same afternoon, the proposed campaign took on an 
added urgency when the veterinarians returned to Radio Baha'i 
to report that a case of Aftosa (Aphthous) Fever. or hoof and 
mouth disease, had been confirmed in the nearby town of 
Cotama. The Ministry of Agriculture immediately imposed a 
quarantine on all livestock in the area to prevent the further spread 
of the disease. Then Radio Baha'i went to work. 

By four o'clock the following morning spot announc~ments 
were on the air. They were broadcast four times every hour, in 
Spanish and Quechua, the widely-spoken indigenous language, 
calling the attention of livestOCk owners to the vaccination cam
paign and informing them of the three locations at which the 
vaccine was to be administered, starting at 8 o'clock that morn
ing. 

The announcements continued for the next two weeks, explain
ing the importance of the vaccination and its ready aVailability. 

The result? According to information supplied by the Ministry 
of Agriculture, in the area around Cotama, where only seven 
animals had been vaccinated during the previous month, some 
250 livestock owners came to the vaccination centers with their 
animals while the campaign was on the air. The spread of the 
disease was checked and the community's health 
safeguarded .-Michael J. Stokes 



Children's day 
Radio Baha'( sponsors 
a festival in Otavalo 

A large crowd (top photo) was on hand last May /3 for the first 
Children's Festival in Otavalo, Ecuador, sponsored by Radio Baha'i. 
About 75 childrenfrom the area covered by the station performed songs, 
dances, poems, and readings in honor of Mother's Day. The children in 
the bottom photo are typical of those K!ho took part, their faces animated 
by eager enthusiasm and great excitement. 

On May 13, 1979, more than a thousand people watched as 
about 75 children in the typical costume of the Otavalo Indians of 
Ecuador crowded onto a rustic platform erected between the 
buildings of the Baha'I Institute in Otavalo to help inaugurate the 
flfSt Children's Festival of Radio Baha'I. 

The children sang the Ecuadorian national anthem with great 
enthusiasm, then withdrew to await their turn as groups, indi
vidual contestants, and representatives of rural schools within the 

. effective transmitting radius of Radio Baha'i. They were to pre
sent songs, dances, poems and talks during the Festival, with 
many of the presentations in honor of their mothers, as the event 
was held on Mother's Day. 

A cordial welcome was extended to children, local dignitaries 
and others in the audience by Ralph Dexter, the National Spiritual 
,Assembly of Ecuador's representative for Radio Baba'i. After
ward, Srta. Maria Perugachi, an indigenous believer and member 
of the National Spiritual Assembly, assumed the rule of co-master 
of ceremonies with Sr. Oemencia Pavon de, Zuleta, alternating 
in Spanish and the Quechua language. 

Judges for the children's contests were Auxiliary Board mem
.bers Isabel Pavon de Calderon and Vicenta Anrango; Janet Dex
ter, a B~'I pioneer; and Sr. Luis Enrique Santa Cruz, an 
indigenous Baha'i. 

Throughout the program, a strong Baba'i spirit was infused by 
the children of the Baba'i Chorus of Cayambe, a city close to the 
Baha'i radio station, under the direction of Ann Miller, a pioneer 
to Ecuador from the United States. Hesam Firuzdi, a pioneer 
from fran, caused a sensation as a red-nosed clown among 
children who had never before seen a clown of any kind. Before 
the day was over, Mr. Firuzdi had won the hearts of most of them. 

The large audience encompassed the area around the Institute 
while another hundred or more people sat, stood, or hung on the 

walls and peered through iron gratings or over each other's 
shoulders. Late in the afternoon a cold rain began to fall, and 
although most of the audience determined to stay to the end of the 
Festival, an announcement was made that everyone could move 
into the large "choza," a nine-sided thatched-roof meeting hall 
that was built two years ago with the help of hundreds of indigen
ous Baha'IS. There, with careful use of floor space and some 
tolerance on the part of spectators~ everyone was accommodated. 

Sr. Miguel Pozo, supervisor of the Quinchuqui Nucleus of 
Rural Schools, gave a sympathetic talk expressing his gratitude 
and that of the teachers for the opportunity to participate in a 
cultural activity that encouraged contributions from the rural and 
often-forgotten children. He expressed a concem that in Ecuador, 
as in other parts of the world, the art and culture of the indigenous 
peoples are not always adequately appreciated. He gave special 
thanks to Miss Miller for her untiring efforts to reach the various 
offices that supervise about 150 rural schools, and for making 
personal contact to help stimulate and encourage teachers in 
nearly 40 schools. 

One of the teachers related a story that had everyone laughing. 
His group of shy Indian students, arriving somewhat late at the 
Institute and seeing the large crowd that was waiting to see them 
perform, became frightened and started running, stopping only 
when they had arrived safely home. However, there were 
brothers, sisters and friends of these children in the audience who 
eagerly offered to take their place; when their school's turn came 
to perforin, they danced and sang, helped through their paces by 
the students' proud and loving teacher. . 

This type of Festival, common among city children in Ecuador, 
is seldom offered for rural or "campesino" children. Now, it will 
be an annual event sponsored by Radio Baha'i. -Helen 
Hornby 
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A notice in a teacher's magazine set us to dreaming in the 
snows of New York about the warmth, roses and melons of 
Shiraz, and of the almost unbelievable prospect of living in the 
city where the Bab had made His momentous Declaration. Events 
and plans fit quickly together like a giant jigsaw puzzle, and, after 
notifying the National Spiritual Assembly of our plans, we were 
flying to fran by the end of August, our airline schedule allowing 
just enough time in London to visit the grave of the Guardian. 

Arriving in Shiniz, we chose a hotel-directly across from the 
gate to the Baha'i Center's garden, and on the same street as our 
future home there-and began to orient ourselves to the city. 
Fortunately, the university where we were to teach had provided 
us with a guide, an amiable young man who spoke Engl~h well 
and insisted on discussing politics. As Americans, we could not 
fully appreciate the degree of freedom that government relaxation 
of restrictions that summer had given the people of fran. 

As we passed the Bahli'lCenter, our guide's tone of voice 
changed as he whispered of the collusion between Baha'is and the 
British in a colonialist plot. We soon became accustomed to 
hearing even more outlandish stories: the head of the hated 
government secret police, SA V AK, was said to be a Baha'i, as 
was the prime minister, and even the Shab himself. We were 
told that Baha'is committed frequent adultery, then bribed their 
way out of punishment. (These and other charges, of course,. were 
without foundation.-Ed.) 

The most poignant theory about the Baha'is was offered by 
people who knew Baha'is as friends and had read some of the 
Writings of Baha'u'llab. As lovely as these people believed the 
Baha'is and their books to be, they were firmly convinced that it 
was all a ploy to attract gullible Muslims to the Faith, which in 
reality was full of lies, deceit and sacrilege. We did, however, 
meet many people, usually among the more intellectual groups, 
who had genuine good feelings toward Baha'is and wanted to give 
them as much freedom to live and worship as they themselves 
hoped to achieve. Later, wben trouble began, these people fre
quently showed compassion and horror at the persecution and 
mistreatment of the Baha'is. 

Within three days of our arrival in Shiriz our guide introduced 
us to a Baha'i woman whose father had a house to rent. Although 
the woman was known to be a Baha'i, we were unsure what the 
effeCt on other Baha'is might be if we disclosed our beliefs, so we 
said nothing in front of our guide. To our delight, the house was on 
a quiet /cuche (a small street) next to our landlord's, across hum 
the Baha'i Center and close to the older part of the city. A rose 
bush draped its greenery through the kitchen window, and there 
was a courtyard with a tiny patch of garden. The whole situation 
seemed almost too perfect to be coincidental. 

On our fIrSt visit alone to the landlord's house, as we awaited 
him in the guest room, we commented on the pictures of 
'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi. The realization that we were 
foreign Baha'is was greeted with delighted disbelief, and a series 
of warm embraces introduced us into the family circle. When the 
old man en~ the room, and was told by his daughters that We 
were Baha'~s, a glow of appreciation and warm fatherly love 
animated his whole being. The family was wreathed in smiles. 
Perhaps the long history of persecution has served to heighten the 
sense of gratitude toward seeing other Baha'is; one rarely sees 
such an expression of joyous thanks in a freer atmosphere. 

In September "and October small Feasts were held amongst 
neighbors and family. They were precisely organized and run, 
and always were graced by the powerful chanting of prayers in 
Persian. As the political situation worsened, the Feast was usually 
held privately. As we had been the only believers in our rural 
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county in New York State, even -these small Feasts were to us 
magnificent occasions of great beauty, love and sharing. 

For the Bahli'is in Shiciz, however, the smaller Feasts, ob
served quietly and discreetly, were a disquieting reminder of the 
Guardian's prophecies of increasing discrimination against the 
believers. Only a year before, groups of at least 60 Baha'is had 
gathered throughout the city for Feasts; hundreds of people as
sembled in the Baha'i gardens at the Center for speeches and 
celebrations; large study groups often met together for several 
days for deepenings; pilgrims came from allover the world to 
visit the House of the Bab, the only site in trandesignated as a 
place of pilgrimage by Baha'u'llab Himself. 

Now we were the only foreign Baha'is in Shiniz; the gardens 
were closely guarded, and most of the books removed from the 
Baha'i library; the House of the Bab was closed to visitors, and all 
its furnishings, we were told, had been hidden away in case of 
further trouble. 

Until December, daily life in the city went on with deceptive 
normality and light-heartedness. Sporadic strikes and an occa
sional confrontation between soldiers and students served to 
remind one that protest still fermented beneath the surface. The 
postal service \;Vas frequently closed. Newspapers, after a cele
brated pact of journalistic freedom with the government, were 
closing down shortly afterward in the face of renewed censorship. 
High schools would open in the morning, but usually were closed 
in the afternoon by striking students; later, teachers initiated a 
wage strike. 

Pahlavi University, where we taught, was never officially 
closed, but disruptions and threats by activist students kept most 
others from attending classes. After three days of futile negotia
tions, professors began staying away. Martial law , in effect from 
September through December. kept most protest activity to a 
minimum" Fortunately, the commander of government troops in 
Shiraz was comparatively wise and did nothing to antagonize the 
protestors. Twice, government buildin8s and the fran-American 
Society (ironically, attended mostly by Irinians learning to speak 
English) were bombed, but even these outbreaks elicited no 
extreme military reaction such as those that occurred in Mashhad, 
Tihran or I~fahan; 

AshUra, the period of Muslim mourning for ijusayn, the mar
tyred son of 'Ali (the son-in-law whom MuQammad designated to 
succeed Him after His death), brought renewed tension, more 
store closings, and more chadors. The chador, somewhat errone
ously referred to as a "veil," is actually a dark, sheet-shaped 
cloth worn over the face by women. It often covers stylish 
western-type clothes, and must be held at the neck, as it has no 
fastenings. Often a woman must clutch the chador in her teeth if 
her hands are filled with packages. The Shab' s father, in his effort 
to westernize tran, had forbidden wearing of the chador, for 
which there is no specific law in the Qu'ran. Gradually the use of 
the chador almost died out in iran; recently, however, women had 
begun wearing them again, primarily as a form of political pr0-
test. Even female children could be seen adeptly trying to play -
while keeping the flapping cloth disCreetly over their heads. 

Without warning, the old prejudices against the Baha'is sur
faced during the Muslim period of·mourning. Apparently, ~re 
had been some unrest between Baha'is and Muslims in Sa'di, 
~nce a village but now absorbed into Shiraz proper. We heard, to 
our amazement, that Baha'is had attacked Muslims coming from 
a mosque in Sa'di. It wasn't long before the retributive burning 
and looting of Baha'i homes and businesses began, first in Sa'di, 
then throughout the city. Black flags, scarves or strips of cloth 
suddenly appeared over each Muslim door, a sign to looters that 



they should "pass over" that house. One felt obvious and vulner
able without a flag, yet proud to be a Baha'i. Many of the 
believers were forced to move to hotels or to the homes of friends; 
some Baha'is left the city completely. Without warning, a family 
you had known and visited with would be gone, no one seemed to 
know where, and you woul4 never see them again. No one knew 
which house or business would be visited and attacked next. In 
the three· days of burning, more than a hundred homes and 
businesses were damaged; some were completely destroyed, the 
plumbing ftxtures, bricks and beams, windows and other parts 
carted away to be sold. Sometimes only the insides of homes were 
damaged as. crowds threw preserves on the walls, ripped off 
wallpaper and fIXtureS, and broke windows. 

People who had lost nothing in the riots grieved for those who 
bad. Yet the losses seemed to bring with them a spirit of great joy. 
More than 100 people, from Sbiraz or other villages in the 
province, many of whom had lost everything, even their jobs, 
fi1Ied the ganlens at the Baba'i Center. One's fU'St impression 
upon entering the gardens was of the calm radiance and joy that 
filled these people. Some of them were e~en heard congratulating 
others for baving lost everything for Baba'u'llab. It was the 
largest gathering of Baha'is in months: When the house of one 
elderly man was being burned, he had come out into the crowd, 
thrown his last money into the fue, and shouted deftantly, "Now 
kill me for Baba'u'l1ab!" A wealthy man whose house had been a 
gathering place for Baba'is on formal occasions, and whose 
possessions included priceless Persian rugs, laughed as he 
watched his house consumed by the flames. Ironically, another 

. Baba'i family obtained a new house that was much nicer than the 
one they had lost to the mobs; it even had a telephone, an 
expensive luxury that one usually must wait years for in iran. 

Miraculously, the House of the Bab was unharmed during the 
turmoil. Some of the Baba'is said it was because the mulla who 
cared for the mosque abutting the House of the Bab warned of 
God's retribution if people should dare to harm the house of a 
Siyyid (a descen<Jant of MuI,ammad; the Bab was a Siyyid). 

The Baha'i cemetery, however, was ravaged. Trees were cut 
down, head stones broken, and graves desecrated. Some years 
before, the Baba'is had wanted to place a monument over the 
tomb of the son of the Bab, but the Spiritual Assembly said no. 
That wisdom, perhaps not even consciously understood at the 
time, saved from deftlement the body of the son of the Bab. 

As it became clear that the Shab's government was weakening, 
one was never quite sure when he might run into disturbances in 
the streets. On one apparently peaceful afternoon, as I walked 
home from work, enjoying the clear view of the mountains, I 
began somewhat idly to repeat aloud prayers, as was my custom, 
to free my mind Qf other less helpful thoughts. When I arrived 
home~ my husband met me at the gate with expressions of great 
relief. Unknown to me, large street demonstrations and shootings 
had taken place for several hours that day. The disturbances had 
stopped only long enough to allow me to stroll home in safety, 
and they resumed about 20 minutes after my arrival. 

The headquarters of SA V AK, the secret police, had been 
captured and burned. We could see the blaze from our street as it 
burned for more than two days. In spite of our rather precarious 
situation as Baba'is in Sbiraz, we felt strongly the powt:l" of 
prayer, and our situation seemed less fraught with anxiety than 
that of other foreigners there, even though many of them lived 
farther from the area of demonstrations than we. On the streets, 
we were rarely bothered by anyone. 

As the political situation became more uncertain, however, we 
began to feel that it would be best for us to return to the U.S. Near 

the end of January we resolved ftrmly to leave as soon as it was 
feasible to do so. We had to collect several months' pay, secure 
airline tickets, and transact other business that had been held up 
by . strikes, closings and other disruptions that brought almost 
everything except food marketing to a halt. On the same evening 
that we made our decision to leave, my mother phoned from the 
states to say that a job was open in a town near some dear Baha'i 
friends of ours if we could return for an interview within 10 days. 
Many people had tried for days without success to call iran from 
the U.S.; my mother called us twice in one evening without any 
trouble at all. Two days later, the Baba'i whose phone we had 
used left the country for England. 

Banks and travel agencies were closed, and few planes were 
flying since most ground control crews were on strike. After a 
week of sitting in offices, and walking here and there with papers 
to be signed, we were able to buy airline tickets to New York. 
Ordinarily, one could buy tickets only to one of the emirates on 
the Persian Gulf. From there, tickets to one's final destination 
could be obtained. But as the Persian rial was rapidly being 
devalued on the international money market, we wouldn't have 
been able to afford tickets to New York unless we had bought 
them inside tran where the rial retained its value. 

For a while, it seemed that the hard-won tickets would do us 
little good. For three days we rode to and from the airport; each 
time, we were unable to get a seat on an outgoing plane. Every
thing seemed impossibly confused and unpredictable. On the 
fourth day, as we were leaving the Baha'i Center after arranging 
for yet another ride to the airport, a friend ran after us with a 
message from the caretaker. of the House of the Bab. Would we, 
he asked, like to visit the House? Such joy! It was a dream we'd 
resigned ourselves to fulftlling perhaps only many years later. We 
had thought our months with the patient, courageous, loving 
Baba'is in Shiraz were to be our lesson and our reward, and that 
the jasmine blossoms sent to us by that same caretaker would be 
our only souvenir of the visit to that holy city. 

At precisely eight o'clock that evening we were driven to the 
oldest part of the city, just off a wide street that was lined with 
rug, mattress and food shops. Wrapped in a borrowed chador, I 
followed our two male guides with studied acquiescence to cus
tom. Our excitement was tempered by the fear that our visit might 
in some way jeopardize the security of that beloved House. Our 
solitary footsteps sounded ominously loud in the quiet streets. At 
last we entered a basement tunnel supported by whole tree trunks, 
and emerged into the clean grace of the house adjoining that of the 
Bab. Whispers and a gas light led us through a second tunnel and 
past some construction work to a neat wooden fence and gate. 
"Please remove your shoes," we heard one of the guides say. 
The simple perfection of the tiny courtyard offered a silent invita
tion to enter, the clear stars and the still pool in the yard im
mobilized one before this awesome Presence. We stood trans
ftxed by what lay before our eyes. The feeling was one of a joy 
and peace that is all but indescribable. 

Now we could leave. 
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Honduras 
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Around the World 
"Operation Wellspring," a teaching trip by 

five Baha'is last June 28-July 25 to the remote 
Mosquitia region of Honduras, produced a 
wellspring of victories with 1,009 
newly-enrolled believers, 10 new Local 
Spiritual Assemblies, 34 newly-opened 
localities; four local endowments with three 
more possible, and initiation of translations of 
the Writings into the Misquito language. 

The new believers, many of them members of 
the large indigenous population known as 
Misquito Indians, included a district government 
secretary, an accountant, a librarian, a post 
office official, a nurse, a forestry inspector, 
teachers, soldiers, policemen, students, and 
people from about 30 other professions. 

Members of the teaching team were Auxiliary 
Board member Bill Stover; National Spiritual 
Assembly members Jhemhm Sayyah and 
Alejandro Melendez; pioneer Jaque Bookwalter, 
and Greg McAllister from California. Wanita 
George, who has been a pioneer in Honduras for 
more than 20 years, set out with the team, but 
was unable to complete the trip because of 
illness. , 

Dedicating the trip to the Universal House of 
Justice, the team arrived June 27 by plane in the 
Mosquitia region. They traveled in trucks, 
dug-out canoes and on foot, visiting 40 towns 
along the coast of Honduras from the Nicaraguan 
border to the port city of La Ceibe, more than 
250 miles in all. 

,IThe frrst part of the trip," one team member 
recalled, "was slow and rather difficult. There 
were so few people in the Mosquitia. The towns 
were distant and the roads few and almost 
impassable due to the rainy season. We lost a lot 
of time waiting for transportation, orfor the rain' 
to stop. 

Memberso/the 'Operation WeUspring' teaching 
team in the village 0/ Sonague"a, Honduras, 
with Irma Contreras (back row center). the 
999th new believer enrolled during the 
month-long campaign last JIIM 28-July 25, and 
another Baha'i (back row right)from 
Sonaguerra. Team members are (kneeling left to 
right) Greg McAllister, Alejandro Melende'l., 
and (standing left to right) Jaque Bookwalter, 
Jhenihm Sayyah, Auxiliary Board member Bill 
Stover. 

Members of the 'Operation Wellspring' teaching I Honduras. 
team with BaM'is in the village 0/ Palacios, 



Belgium 

Auxiliary Board member Bill Stover plays guitar 
and sings to children in Pueblo Nuevo during 
'Operation Wellspring,' a month-long teaching 

"After about a week things started going more 
smoothly, and we knew by then that the 
Universal House of Justice must have received 
the NSA' s letter and was praying for the success 
of the project. When we returned, we found that 
the National Assembly had received a letter from 
the Universal House of Justice acknowledging its 
letter just one week after we left." 

Wrote another team member: "We were 
teaching house to house when we came upon an 
elderly man who was a Baha'i but hadn't been 
contacted by other Baha'is for many years. He 
brought tears to our eyes as he welcomed us into 
his home, saying, lHow happy I am now that the 
Light of Baha'u'll3h has entered my home!' 

Seventy-five new believers were enrolled 
during the annual Baha'i Summer School in 
Belgium last August 11-17. 

The school, attended by Continental 
Counsellor Louis Henuzet, honored UNICEF by 
reserving an entire day for consultation relating 
to the International Year of the Child and hosting 
two evening theatre performances promoting 
IYC. 

Jose Wuidar, a national representative for 
UNICEF, was invited to attend the discussions; 

trip last summer in the Mosquitia region of 
Honduras. 

"In another town where a new Assembly was 
later elected, a man heard us speak of the Faith 
and ran to his home, returning shortly afterward 
with a card in his hand. With excitement and 
pride, he showed us his Baha'i identification 
card. It was dated 1962!" 

In addition to the teaching work, team 
members consulted with 10 District Teaching 
Committees and six Local Spiritual Assemblies. 
They also visited the District Governor who 
accepted pamphlets and a book about the Faith. 

Mrs. Lea Nys, speaking on behalf of the Baha'is, 
noted that "Baha'is participate in UNICEF 
because 13 million children throughout the 
world are deprived nutritionally, medically 
and/or educationally. " 

For the first time in this bi-lingual country, 
almost all courses at the school were conducted 
in its two principal languages, Dutch and 
French, via translation, an important step 
forward. 
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Bolivia 

Guyana 

Auxiliary Board member Fataneh de Ouladi 
(second from left infronJ row) and Dr. 
Eshraghollah Ouladi (fourth from left in front 
row) represented the BaM'i International 
Community last April 18-26 at the 18th session 

The Baha'i International Community was rep
resented last April 18-26 at the 18th session of the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Latin 
America in La Paz, Bolivia, by Auxiliary Board 
member Fataneh de Ouladi and Dr. Eshraghollab 
Ouladi. 

It was the first time that the commission, 
which is concerned with the economic 
well:being of the people of Latin America and 
the Caribbean, had invited Baha'i 
representatives to participate in its arinual 
meeting. 

The Baha'is of Guyana held their fourth 
National Children's Conference last ~arch 25 at 
the Baha'i National Center in Georgetown. 

One hundred forty-nine children from several 
communities attended the school, which 
honored the International Year of the Child . 

. Following a full program of prayers, readings 
from the Writings, singing; skits and talks on the 
International Year of the Child, the children 
marched six blocks through the city carrying 
banners. 

The first banner was painted with the IYC 
emblem, and read, "The Baha'is of Guyana 
Celebrate the International Year of the Child." 
Five more banners followed with lines from a 
Baha'. song of unity, "We are drops of one 
ocean, waves of one sea, leaves of one tree, 
flowers of one garden." A final banner stated, 
"Come and join us in our quest for unity. " 

As they walked, the children sang the song of 
unity to the accompaniment of two guitars. On 
their return to the Center, refreshments were 
served. 
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of the Economic Commissionfor Latin America 
in La Paz, Bolivia. It was the /irst time that the 
BaM' i Faith had been invited to participate in a 
meeting of the commission. 

At a session for representatives of 
Non-Governmental Organizations (NOO's), the 
Baha'is outlined the purposes of the Faith. On 
another occasion; they spoke of the BaIli'i 
Teachings on the equality of men and women, 
and distributed the Baha'i International 
Community's pamphlet on the subject. 

The Baha'i delegates' contributions to the 
commission were warmly received by other 
delegates and participants. 

Some of the 149 children who attenckd Guyana's 
fourth National Children's Conference held last 
March 25 in Georletown assemble infrom of the 
National BaM'i CenJer before beginning a 
six-block walk through the city carrying banners 
commemorating the International Year of the 
Child and proclaiming the BaM'i principle of 
the unity of mankind. 



New 
Publication 

Pakistan 

Ten Days in the Light of 'Akkti, by Julia M. 
Grundy; 105 pp.; paperback. 

• 
This revised edition contains a Baha'i 

pilgrim's recollections of lessons spoken by 
'Abdu'I-Bahaduring a IO-day period in 'Akka in 
1905. 

The book captures the spirit-but not the 
exact words-of 'Abdu'I-Baha's discourses on 
many fascinating subjects. It also includes 
several talks by members of the Holy Household 
and brief accounts of the author's visits to the 
TombofBaha'u'Uah, thegardenofRi9van, and 
'Akka. 

The author, Julia Grundy, was part of a steady 
and ever-increasing stream of Americans who 
went to 'Akka after 1898 to hear the Faith 
explained by 'Abdu'I-Baha, whom Baha'u'Uah 
had designated the Center of the Covenant. 

Ten Days in the Light of 'Akkti offers an 
intriguing glimpse into one segment of the 
Heroic Age of the Faith. It is a "personal, 
though not intimate, record and, at the same 
time, a document of considerable historical 
value," writes Howard Garey in the book's' 
foreword. In it, he says, "we hear the voice of 
'Abdu'I-Baha through the mind and heart of a 
good and simple person and once again 
appreciate His ability to teach anyone right to the 

Two Baha'is from the United States, Gregory 
Dahl of the International Monetary Fund and 
John Stoddart of the World Bank, paid a recent 
visit to the Bhil tribal village in Pakistan, 
accompanied by Auxiliary Board member A.C. 
Joshi and two members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Pakistan. 

The chief of the largely Baha'i village placed 
the traditional Ajarak turbans on their heads 
while the Bhil women sang Baha'i songs and 
recited prayers. 

Later, the visitors stopped at the villages of 
Garo and Thyme, viewed the archaeological 
monuments at Chowkhundi, and went for a 
camel ride ... 

Other recent visitors included Jim and Scarlett 
Bill and their son, Lancelot, who arrived June 8 
in Hyderabad. 

The Bills addressed local communities at 
public meetings and entertained the children at 
the New Day Montessori School, singing and 
playing Baha'f songs on the trumpet and oboe. 

Speakers at one of the public meetings, in 
addition to Mr. and Mrs. Bill, were Auxiliary 
Board member A.C. Joshi, and a senior 
advocate of the High Court of Pakistan; 
Professor Sayeed, head of the Department of 
Comparative Religions at the University of Sind. 

limit of his spiritual and intellectual capacity to 
learn. " 

Originally published in 1907 by the Baha'i 
Publishing Society, the book may be ordered 
from the Baha'f Publishing Trust, 415 Linden 
Avenue, Wilmette, IL 60091, U.S.A. 

Alixiliary Board member A.C. Joshi, senior 
advocate of the High Court of Pakistan, and his 
wife, Nasreen (at left) were among the guests 
last March 23 at an Independence Day reception 
hosted by the Governor of the State of Sind, 
Pakistan. The Governor, Lt. Gen. S.M. Abbasi, 
is third from the left. Many prominent citizens 
and representatives of various religions and 
minority groups attended the reception. 
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Trinidad/ 
Tobago 

Italy 

Sierra 
Leone 

The National Women's and Children's 
Education Committee of Trinidad and Tobago 
hosted a Baha'i Women's Conference last May 
26 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Coward in 
Valencia. 

Twenty-one people, Baha'is and 
non-Baha'is, attended. Non-Baha'i parents were 
invited to !!Cnd their children to the Baha'i 
children's classes. The fIlm, "It's Just the 
Beginning," was shown. 

Thirty people in Trinidad declared their belief 
in Baha'u'llab during a week of teaching there 
that beg..an last July 7. 

Aldo Cervani, a pioneer to Francavilla al Mare, 
Pescara, Italy, was the speaker last June 21 as 
the BaM' i Group of Francavillaal Mare held its 

The Baha'i Group in Francavilla al Mare, 
Pescara, Italy, held its fIrst public proclamation 
eventlastJune 21 at a lecture hall in the Gabriele 
D' Annunzio University. 

AIdo Cervani, a pioneer to Francavilla al 
Mare, spoke on "The Baha'i Faith-Basis of 
World Unity." Five thousand invitations were 
sent, a large undertaking for a two-member 
Group. The Baha'is were helped by radio news 
announcer Gianni Lussoso who invited his 
listeners to attend the event. An estimated 
300;000 people heant that announcement, which 

Mrs. Dorothy Hansen, a Baha'i pioneer to 
Ghan~ visited Sierra Leone following the 
West African Baha'i Women's Conference in 
January. 

During a television interview, she and Miss 
Elsie Nicol invited the public to attend a 
frreside the following evening. More than 25 
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On the fIrst day of the project, Kishin 
Khemani, an Auxiliary Bow member from 
India who was traveling in Trinidad, 
accompanied other believers, youth and adults, 
to Indian Trail Village where he spoke at a public 
meeting that evening. 

During the week, Baha'i teachers visited 
several other villages including Preysal, Union, 
BrickfIeld and Freeport. Deepenings already are 
under way in Union, with bi-monthly meetings 
held on Thursdays. 

first public meeting in a lecture WI at the 
Gabriele D'Annunzio University. 

was brodcast just before the start of a national 
league soccer game .. 

By coincidence, an article entitled "Behold 
the Children of Glory, " which featured a large 
photo of the Baha'i House of Worship in the 
United States, appeared in the local paper on the 
day of the meeting. . 

Among those who attended the meeting were 
Mr. Lussoso and a reporter from the local 
newspaper, II Messaggero AbTUZ1P. The Baha'is 
of Francavilla al Mare were quite pleased with 
the outcome of their ftrst proclamation. 

people came including five newspaper 
reporters. 

The women also were interviewed on two 
popular radio programs. Each of the programs 
has been broadcast twice over the national 
radio service. 



French 
Guiana 

Singapore 

Costa 
Rica 

The Hand of the Cause of God 'Ali Mu1!ammad 
Varqti (standing at right) with Amerindian 
believers and children from the village of 
Organabo, French Guiana. Also in the photo 

More than 2,OOOpeople heard the Baha'i 
message during a special proclamation last 
March 23 in Queenstown, Singapore. The event 
was organized around a "wayang, " a traditional 
Chinese roadside show. 

Billed as a celebration of the Baha'i New 
Year, the program included songs by the 
Singapore Baha'i Chinese Singing Group, 
dances, skits, magic and other entertainment. 

The square where the event was held was 

are Bennoit Girard (far left), a traveling teacher 
from Canada, and Will Naylor (wearing hat), a 
pioneer to French Guiana from Canada. 

crowded, and the apartments overlooking the 
area had their windows open and were thronged 
with people. Another 5,000 people in the 
neighborhood learned of the celebration via 
printed invitations. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of Singapore 
described the event-part of a special effort to 
reach the Chinese people of Singapore with the 
Message-as the ftrst truly successful 
proclamation ever held in that country. 

The first Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of 
Cartago, Costa Rica, was elected last March 25. 
Its formation fulfilled the country's last 
remaining goal of the Five Year Plan. The 
Assembly wasformed with only one pioneer; the 
rest of its members are Costa Rican believers. 
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To All National Spiritual Assemblies 

HIGHLY GRATIFIED NEWS JUST RECEIVED ALL BAHA'I PRISONERS BAGHDAD REI EASED AS 
PART GENERAL AMNESTY. WE OFFER THANKSGMNG BAHA'u'u.AH HIS BOUNTIFUL GRACE 
ENABLING HIS STEADFAST FRIENDS DEMONSTRATE THEIR UNWAVERING LOYALTY HIS 

PRECIOUS FAITH. 
The Universal House of Justice 

August 20, 1979 
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WITH GRIEF-STRICKEN HEARTS ANNOUNCE TRAGIC NEWS 
BRUTAL MURDER DEARLY LOVED GREATLY ADMIRED HAND 
CAUSE GOD ENOCH QUNGA BY UNKNOWN GUNMEN COURTYARD 
HIS KAMPALA HOME. HIS WIFE ELIZABETH, AND THREE OF HIS 
CHILDREN BADI, LENNIE AND TAHIRIH HAVE ALSO FALLEN INNO
CENT VlC"nMS THIS CRUEL ACT. MOTIVE ATTACK NOT YET AS
CERTAINED. HIS RADIANT SPIRIT, HIS UNWAVERING FAITH, HIS 
ALL-EMBRACING LOVE, HIS LEONINE AUDACITY IN THE TEACHING 
FIELD, HIS MLES KNIGHT BAHA'u'LLAH FATHER VICTORIES CON
FERRED BELOVED GUARDIAN, ALL COMBINE DISTINGUISH HIM AS 
PRE-EMINENT MEMBER HIS RACE IN ANNALS FAITH AFRICAN 
CONTINENT. URGE FRIENDS EVERYWHERE HOLD MEMORIAL 
GATHERINGS BEFITTING TRIBUTE HIS IMPERISHABLE MEMORY. 
FERVENTLY PRAYING HOLY SHRINES PROGRESS HIS NOBLE 
SOUL AND SOULS FOUR MEMBERS HIS PRECIOUS FAMILY. 

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
September 17, 1979 

The Hand of the Cause of God 

Enoch Olinga 
'The Father of Victories' 
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The Hand of the Cause of God Enoch Olinga and his wife, 
EliUlbeth, are shown during a Balui'i conference in Brazil in 
1977. Mr. Olinga, his wife and three of their children were 

According to news reports, later confinned by the Universal 
House of Justice, the beloved Hand of the Cause of God Enoch 
Olinga, his wife and three of their five children were brutally slain 
by unknown assassins in the courtyard of their home in Kampala, 
Uganda, sometime during the early morning hours of Sunday, 
September 16. 

The reports said nothing was taken from the home, and the 
motive for the murders was unknown. 

Only a few months before his tragic death, Mr. Olinga had 
cabled the Universal House of Justice the joyous news that the 
House of Worship in Kampala was once again open following the 
overthrow of the government of Gen. Idi Amin. 

Mr. Olinga, a native of Kampala, embraced the Cause of 
Baha'u'll8h in 1952 and spent the years from 1952-63 as a pioneer 
in West Africa, principally in the Cameroons, Nigeria and 
Gbana. 

He became a Knight of Baha'u'llah when, through his heroic 
efforts, the British Cameroons was opened to the Faith, and in 
October 1957 was named a Hand of the Cause of God by the 
Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, the only indigenous African ever to 
acbieve that distinction. 

Mr. Olinga was on~ among the last contingent of Hands of the 
Cause appointed by the Guardian, who passed away the following 
month. Others named at that time were l:Iasan M. Balyuzi, 
Abu'l-Qasim Faizf, H. Collis Featherstone, John Ferraby; 

slain by unknown gunmen September 16 outside their home in 
Kampala, Uganda. 

RaJ:tmatu'llah Muhajir, John Robarts and William Sears. 
Following his appointment as a Hand of the Cause, Mr. Olinga 

traveled extensively in Europe, South East Asia, Australia, New 
Zealand and the United States. 

Fluent in six languages, he was an economist and author of 
several books, the most important of which is Social and 
Economic Problems-Their Solution. 

Mr. Olinga represented the Universal House of Justice on 
numerous occasions, such as the Bahli'i National Conventions in 
the Dominican Republic and Cuba in 1961, and in later years in 
Burundi/Rwanda,Tanzania, Uganda, Liberia, The Gambia, and 
at the fIrst Baha'i Oceanic Conference in Palenno, Sicily, in 
1968. 

During the course of his travels, Mr. Olinga met many heads of 
state including President Tubman of Liberia, President Kenyatta 
of Kenya, President Shazar of Israel, and President Ahidjo of the 
Cameroon RepUblic. 

In 1971 he visited several countries in Central and South 
Ainerica, and was warmly greeted by the Premier of Belize, the 
Governor of the Panama Canal Zone, and His Excellency Demet
rio Lacas, then President of the Republic of Panama. , 

Memorial services for Mr.Olinga and his family were held in 
Bahli') communities all over the world. In the U.S., a fonnal 
service was held Saturday, October 13, at the Baha'i House of 
Worship in Wilmette, Illinois. 
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The attack 
on the House 
of the Bab 

The following account of the partial 
de~tructiol1 in September of the House 
of the Bjb in ~!Jlnil. Iran. was pre
j-"'{l,1 1,,; 11;" .\dtWllitl :~jJll UtiJ. \l>

~emb'~ of the Baha'Is of the .'llited 
Kingdom, 

L ,'" \LHCh. :)"r<,l\ a monrh 'jtt<"f tht> 
'l, .. ; ~ . "i, . • ':'1 . ;Li h-J\ L).t!lu. i-il ..... t 'ifl· .. t-'!"> 

III lion \~er<.: «'rClr'I:, \)(·'_'UPi>.:J b) the 
Re""iUllollary GuarJ'lIlell. 

1'1:,' Hou"(- ,.( l.i,,: ILln, ,r,." \1,,-; H·,,1:
Pia.:..: :n fr.in 1'0: Bdha'i~, \1,.1\ ctHlfi~'ated 
under the prde\! llf proteetillli trom van· 
dall.>,m hy the mob. The Central Rev· 
Oilltll~nary Commitlee in ~bif<i7 then 
<l,k.::d the Bah,,'j, 1(1 -lIrrcnder rh"ir Incal 
Bah~i'l Center. a chOice property in the 
town, for the u"e of the Re.olutionary 
COlllmittee. In e\,:han,!!e for thc protec· 
tilll1 ,)1' the Hou,,: of the Rah. \, hich \\ a, 
already in their P""cssi\)fl. 

All properties owned by the Bah,j'f 
cOllllllunity werc ~lIbseljuenth (,llnfi~, 

cated in June. After repeated <ippcal'i by 
Bahals in iran and abroad. the Rev
olutionary Government assured the 
Baha'is that sueh confi .. catinn \\ as Jone 
onl, for the purpose of pfl)k";'ill~ (ht' 
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had heen partiall~ or totally loole" 



On September 8: 
• A countrywide demonstration was called to commemorate 

the historic uprising last year that led to the downfall of the Shah. 
• After the end of the procession, a group of 100 to 150 of the 

demonstrators in Shiraz moved toward the House of the Bab. In 
preparation for what they wanted to achieve, various items of 
equipment needed for destruction and demolition of the House 
were already stored in an Islamic religious building, the 
"Husayniyyih." Armed with this equipment, they raided the 
House of the Bab on the morning of Saturday, September 8. 

They were led by a Mr. Shomali, chief construction builder, 
working for Ayatollah Baha'eddin Mahallati, an arch-enemy of 
the Baha'i Faith in Shiraz. He was accompanied by Mr. Asad
pour, Ayatollah Mahallati's manager, a Haji Sharif who is head 
of the Religious Endowments Department of Shiraz, as well as a 
mulhi called Sheikh Muhammad Abtahi. 

• The group was sup~rted by 25 militiamen of Revolutionary 
Guards and about 10 civilians armed with pistols and gun·s. 

• They poured into the House from various directions. They 
even had the key to the gate, which had been in the possession 
of the Central Revolutionary Committee of Shiraz who had 
confiscated the property by force a few months earlier. 

• They mobbed the House and started to rip out the or
namented doors and windows, loot the furniture and carpets, and 
vandalize the whole building. They even set fire to the orange 
trees in the yard. 

• As soon as this unexpected attack started, the Baha'is in 
Shiniz appealed to the local authorities, such as the Police De
partment, the Justice Department and the Prosecutor General. All 
of them gave the same reply-that it was not wise for them to 
interfere in this affair. 

By the aftemoon the mob had made a hole in the wall that 
connected the House of the Bab with the adjacent Muslim religi
ous school. They had also removed another wall between the 
House and the adjacent mosque. 

• Some of those in the mosque revealed to Baha'is that they 
wanted to clear the land on which the buildings owned by the 
Baha'i community stood, in order to build an annex for the 
mosque and the school. 

On September 9: 
• Mr. Shomali appeared on the scene again, with seven of his 

construction workers, and they started to systematically and pro
fessionally demolish the building. They first demolished the 
upper story, which includes the sacred room in which the Bab 
revealed His mission, and which was ordained as a· place of 
pilgrimage for Baha'is by Baha'u'Uah, the Founder of the Baha'i 
Faith. They then started to demolish the rest of the House. 

• Meanwhile, Mr. Golpayegani, a mulla representing Ayatol
lah Khomeini in Shiraz, inspected the site. 

• The Baha'is whose appeal had been turned down by the local 
authorities appealed to Ayatollah Mahallati and his son, Ayatol
lah Majdedin Mahallati. The Ayatollah frankly replied that the 
whole thing had been done at his instruction, because this House 
was the center of godlessness, oppression and everything evil. 
The Baha'is, he said, should recant their Faith and become 
Muslims so that they would not need this House as a Holy Place 
any longer. If they remained Baha'is, he added, this is what 
would happen to them. 

On September 10: 
• While the demolition was being carried out by the workers of 

Mr. Shomali, the representative of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of fran arrived in Shiraz and met with the 
officials of the Foundation for the Destitute, which was the body 
claiming the ownership of th<: property after its confiscation. 

The officials said they did not know of the incident, and 
referred the Baha'is to the Revolution's Prosecutor General, 
Mr. Katozian. This time, Mr. Katozian talked to the officials 
of the municipality and the police. 

• The Shiraz Municipality then sent its officials to stop the 
demolition and some police were sent to guard the House. By the 
end of the third day, the demolition work was stopped, leaving the 
House a bare skeleton. 
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Federation of Protestant 
Churches in Switzerland 
Human Rights Commission 
Zurich, September 12, 1979 

DECLARATION ON THE STATE OF 
RELIGIOUS MINORITIES IN iRAN 

In agreement with the executive committee of the Federation of 
Protestant Churches in Switzerland, its Human Rights Commis
sion publishes this document on the state of the Baha'is,in iran. 

At the beginning of July (1979) all federal parliamentarian 
groups appealed to the iranian authorities to grant freedom of 
conscience (Le., religious freedom) to the Baha'is in iran. 

At the same time, the Human Rights Commission of the Feder-' 
ation of Protestant Churches in Switzerland received this 
documentation of the situation of the Baha'is in iran, with the 
request to publish it once notified. 

At the end of August we were notified to proceed. Meanwhile, 
the franian government had taken further actions against the 
Baha'is. Thus, at registration, children who declare their mem
bership in this religious community are not admitted to school. 
Further, 37 national Baha'i leaders have been placed on a list 
of those who may not leave fran. At present, their sanctuaries, 
which are of international importance, are profaned and de
stroyed. 

The 300,000 Christians, who mostly belong to ethnic 
minorities, are, it seems, subjected to less important oppressions. 
Nevertheless, their hospitals have been confiscated, correspon
dence courses stopped, and libraries closed. The iranian members 
of the Episcopal Church have been affected most. 

We are aware that here it is not only a question of the rights of 
Baha'is or Christians, but of the religious freedom of minorities 
and the respect of the dignity of all the peoples living in fran in 
general. Terrified by the persecution of the Kurds, we are publish
ing this document today in the hope that those persons invested 
with the task of elaborating a new constitution for fran would pay 
special attention to the protection of minorities and would grant 
religious freedom. 
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(ran's Baha'f community: 
An impartial report 

Report on the State of the BaIui'( Community in Iran 

Introcluction--The Baha'i community in iran has a tradition 
and history in this country dating back to 1844. During the 
ensuing years, members of that community have contributed to 
the education and welfare of the iranian nation and have been 
loyal citizens and peace-loving individuals. They are devout in 
conviction and belief and support the religious proposition that 
Baha'i believers may not participate in any political movement in 
fran. They are brav~ and courageous. Several years ago the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is in iran wrote a letter to 
the former Shcih announcing they would not join his newly 
formed rastakhiz national party. This was a pol itical tool used by 
the former Shcih to test the loyalty of his subjects, and ,by present
ing such a letter to him the Baha'is here showed genuine courage. 

Recently a national referendum was held on the question of 
whether to form an Islamic Republic in iran. The ballot had two 
possible answers: Yes or No. The Baha'i national leadership 
wrote to Prime Minister Bazargan and said their religious convic
tions would not allow any Baha'i to vote in the national referen
dum. Such a written statement issued during the tense days of the 
post-revolution fervor again exhibited the amazing courage of 
their convictions. 

The report that follows is a collection of facts gathered by the 
author and presented in the belief that religious harassment of the 
Baha'is and their Faith has reached proportions that call for a 
concerted effort by non-aligned nations and Third World media to 
publicize this state of affairs with the purpose of preventing 
further loss of property and possible loss of life to the 450,000 
members of this community. 

Method of Presentation--This report is prepared in five sec
tions. The first three are specific areas of harassment and even 
persecution against the Baha'is in iran: 

• administrative 
• fmandal 
• personal and social 
Then there is a prediction of events in the immediate future if 

the logic of the past actions is followed through by Islamic 
actions; and finally, a request for action. 

1. Administrative Strangulation--Several days after the 
1ninian Islamic Revolution (now dated as having begun on Sun
day, February 11, 1979, when the franian Army declared its 
"neutrality" and thereby caused the fall of the government), 
groups of unidentified gunmen systematically attacked some 20 
centers of the Baha'i community in various districts of Tihran. 
Their method of attack was similar in all instances: 

Once inside buildings and offices, they would break open 
drawers, filing cabinets and safes and would take away docu
ments, correspondence files, books and even office equipment 
(such as typewriters, memo and photocopy machines). 

Places attacked include the headquarters of the National 
Spiritual Assembly and the Tihran Spiritual Assembly and Baha'i 
District Communities' Coordinating Center in Tihrcin. The city 
youth center for Baha'i young people was occupied. Efforts were 
made to move the offices of the Spiritual Assembly of Tihrcin to 
another area. This was done several times, and on each occasion 
the new premises were attacked shortly after they started work 
again. 

Spiritual meetings and religious classes while in session·suf
fered the same fate. Revolutionary militiamen would invade the 
premises of these gatherings and break them up. They acted on 
the excuse that reports of anti-revolutionary activities were taking 
place. Often the religious teachers were arrested and taken away 
and held for several hours. On one occasion a teacher was held for 
several days. Baha'is were interrogated, frightened, and placed 
under heavy psychological stress. When released, these leaders 
and teachers had to sign a statement pledging not to attend or 
promote "unauthorized or anti-revolutionary meetings." 

The membership lists of Baha'is in iran were carefully guarded 
in registries in the National Spiritual Assembly headquarters in 
Tihran. However, about two months ago these were stolen. It is 
assumed they are now in the hands of an ultra-conservative 
Muslim brotherhood called the' 'Tabliqat-i-lslami" (The Islamic 
Propaganda Group). During the past month two separate 
letters-put in the context of polite yet firm language-have been 
mailed to many of the Tihran Baha'i community at their home 
address and specifically addressed to them by name. This ind~
cates that the sender has the lists. This anti-Baha'i correspon
dence "invites" the Baha'is to convert to Islam. 

About 75,000 of the estimated 450,000 Baha'is in fran live in 
the greater Tihran area. It is not known how many of these have 
received this hate mail. 

(For comparison's sake, there are about 60,000 Jews, 20,000 
Zoroastrians and 300,000 Christians in fran today.) 

It seems that the obvious purpose of this harassment is to 
paralyze the admin~tration of the Baha'i community in iran. 

2. Financi~l.stran~lation--The Baha'is of iran had formed 
a commerci~' compa~ called Sherkilt Omana (The Trustees' 
Company). I early Ju e a letter from the Bonyad Mostaz' a 'fan 
(The Found ion for' e Dispossessed) directed an employee of 
this organi a 'on to e whatever action was necessary in deter
mining th 'ide fication and verification of the place and 
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purpose of the Sherkat Omana. The reason for this directive was 
that the Sherkat Omana had been officially confiscated by 
the direct order of the National fran Islamic Public Prosecutor's 
Office. 

Under the present Islamic system of government, the phrase 
, 'confiscated properties" connotes those properties that belonged 
to criminals in fran executed for crimes against humanity and 
corruption on earth or whose leaders stand accused of usury. 

A sub-section of the "Foundation for the Dispossessed" is 
called' 'The Department of Confiscated Properties" and it is this 
sub-section that officially took over the Sherkat Omana. 

When the offices of the Sherkat Omana were occupied by 
representatives of the Foundation, all employees were called 
together into one large room. One by one, each was interrogated 
in front of the group. They were accused of being guilty of the 
following: 

• Baha'is are agents of Zionism. 
• Baha'is are collaborators with Israel. 
• Baha'is have been identified as composing over half the 

. known staff of torturers in SA V AK (the secret police). 
• Baba'is lived under the protection of SA V AK. 
The manager of the company was ordered to hand over the keys 

to all strong boxes, safes and locked files. Then he was com
manded to appoint a person to take representatives of the Founda
tion to each piece of _property that is owned by the Sherkat 
Omana. This person is now being forced to show all Baha'i 
properties (one by one) to the Foundation representative. This 
investigation is being carried out based on the ownership docu
ments found in the Sherkat Omana. 

All assets and furnishings of the company were taken over by 
these men from the Foundation. All employees of the company 
were summarily dismissed on that day and told not to come back 
to work for any reason. 

The sobering meaning of this act is that all income-producing 
property plus buildings and land used solely for Baha'i religious 
purposes are being taken over by the Islamic government of fran. 
A list of some of these properties and the extent to which the act of 
confiscation has been completed as of the date of this report is as 
follows: 

1. Cemeteries-Many Baha'i cemeteries in Inin have been 
taken over during the month of June by the Foundation. In those 
places where this has happened, the question is, "Where will 
Baha'is be allowed to be buried?" Baha'i population figures 
indicate that an average of two Baha'is die of natural causes every 
day in fran. 

2. National Headquarters-Recently the National Spiritual 
Assembly's headquarters in·Tihran was taken over. 

3. Youth Center-Within the last several weeks the citywide 
Baha'i Youth Center situated in a beautiful walled-in garden was 
conftscated. 

4. Recreation Center-A large piece of open, yet walled-in 
property in the foothills of northern Tihran and covering some 
four million square meters of land (988 acres or one and a half 
square miles) was occupied at rifle point by Revolutionary Guards 
in early June. The name of this property was changed to that of a 
leading Muslim prophet and has been declared to be the Central 
Headquarters for the Training ofIsl~ic Revolutionary Guards in 
Tihran . 
. 5. Hospi1al-The only medical facility in all fran that is 
affiliated with the Baha'is was served notice in mid-June by the 
Foundation that its property had been conftscated. An investiga
tive committee from the Foundation has been probing daily into 
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the affairs of the hospital and last week forced the leadership of 
the hospital to relinquish signatory powers of all bank accounts, 
and therefore all financial authority is in the hands of the Founda
tion for all hospital accounts. The Foundation has not yet closed 
the hospital. One reason may be that it is one of the finest charity 
hospitals in Tihran and contributed over one million tomans 
worth of free medical care to the injured and wounded during the 
height of the Revolution. 

6. Sherkat Nawnahalan (The Children's Company)-This 
investment company was taken over in early June by representa-
tives of the Foundation. . 

This company is a completely Baha'i-owned organization. It 
was founded in 1917 as a company to encourage Baha'i children _ 
to begin life by being thrifty and saving a little of their allowances 
each month for the future. This company got its name from this 
program. At that time each share was five shahis (about 50 U.S. 
cents) and the company had capital assets of three thousand rials 
(about 5,000 U.S. dollars). 

Today the company's shares are one hundred rials each (U.S . 
$1.50) and there are now about 15.000 shareholders. The vast 
majority are Baba'is, with some few Muslims and Christians 
participating. 

No one person as a shareholder has a controlling interest in the 
company. 

Fifty per cent of the equity of this company is held by the 
Baha'i community (this includes many of the local Baha'i As-' 
semblies in cities and villages over tian-as many as 500 As
semblies altogether). The other 50 per cent is held by individual 
shareholders who are mostly Baha'i children, or those who 
started saving there as children and now, as adults, continue with 
the plan. 

The importance of this company for the Baha'is is twofold: 
1. It is one of the main financial centers for the Baha'i com

munity in Iran. With the conftscation of this company the work of 
the Baha'i community in fran will be paralyzed. 

2. Because most of the shareholders and depositors of this 
company are Baha'is, and many have put most-if not all-of 
their savings for the future into this organization, the personal loss 
to thousands of Baha'is is incalculable. 

When this company was taken over, the revolutionary guards 
told the officials that the company was being confiscated because 
it was anti-Islamic and was participating in the field of ftnancial 
credit that rightly belongs to recognized and registered banks in' 
fran. Also, it was said that the company was gUilty of collecting 
funds in the form of usury. 

Although the company has been taken over, all shares are still 
in circulation and the representatives of the Foundation are saying 
that they will continue to be so until such time as the Central 
Committee of the Foundation decides on the best use of the 
company's assets and profits. 

If the present progression of events continues, it is anticipated 
that with the confiscation of these facilities by the Islamic au
thorities, the Baha'i community in Iran will be deprived of every 
vestige of property allover the nation. 

3. Social and Personal Strangulation-It is estimated that 
there are now about 20 Baha'is in Qasr Prison in Tihran. It is 
believed that all these Baha'is were arrested on trumped up 
charges, all of which omitted any reference to their being Baha'i. 
The pretexts being used against these Baha'is in prison includes 
the following: 

• being a former senior Iranian military officer; 
• being a large land owner; 
• being an extraordinarily wealthy person; 
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• being a fonner high ranking civil servant. 
There is also personal economic repression. A businessman 

was arrested in the middle of the night and was later released after 
he had "volunteered to contribute" two million rials (30,000 
U.S. dollars) to the Revolutionary Central Committee. As far as 
is known, none of the 300-plus 'men executed under the Islamic 
Revolutionary Regime has been Baha'i. 

Photocopies of "Letters of Tennination of Employment' ' from 
franian government agencies are on file with Baha'i officials in 
Tihnin showing clearly that at least 50 Baha'is-men and 
women--have been openly dismissed from government service 
since the Revolution because they are believers in the Baha'i 
Faith. Letters of complaint have been sent to Imam Khomeini and 
the Prime Minister's office, but these have not even been acknow
ledged. 

A leading Muslim Ayatollah has stated that Baha'is are people 
whom Muslims may annihilate without fear of punishment. 

Records in the files of the National Headquarters of the Baha'is 
offrin show that in 28 locations in fran, Baha'is have been forced 
to deny their faith. They include the following: 

1. Before the Revolution-Shiniz, Marv Dasht, Abadeh and 
Bushihr. 

2. After the Revolution--Miandoab, Hassar, Namagh (in 
Khurasan), Maragheh and surrounding villages, and Hamadan 
and surrounding villages. 

The proposed constitution of fran does not rec9gnize the Baba' i 
Faith as a legitimate religious body in the new Islamic RepUblic. 
Baha'is will have no rights of personal status if it is approved. 
This means they must deny their faith in order to be married or 
divorced, distribute inheritances and estates, or adopt children, 
because they must pretend to be someone else to do these acts. 
The reason? These four acts of personal status are religious acts 
that must be done according to the rules of one of the four 
recognized religions of the country-ofwhich the Baha'i Faith is 
oot included. 

Some religious leaders of the Islamic Faith have been asked 
why the Baha'is were not mentioned in the proposed constitution. 
One answer has been that since there are so few Baha'is in the 
country, it is useless to designate as legimate such an insignificant 
minority. This is said about the largest of the four religious 
minorities in fran! 

Some conservative and fanatical Muslim leaders call Baha'is 
apostates because Baha'is believe Baha'u'lIlih represents a Man
ifestation of God after the Prophet Mul:tammad. A minority of 
Muslims accuse Baha'is of saying that the Hidden Imam 
-Mehdi-has returned in the person of the Bab. In this latter 
context, an Ayatollah has announced that on the 15th ofSha'aban 
(July 10, 1979, which is the bi~day of the 12th or Hidden Imam 
of Shiite Islam) he will personally celebrate the birthday of Mehdi 
io the ij~iratu'l-Quds of the Baha'is in Shiru. If this offensive 
gesture· is indeed carried out by this Ayatollah, it would be 
symbolically important because of the early life of the Bab in 
Shirliz and would exhibit contempt by this Muslim cleric for the 
Baha'i Faith. 

Several weeks ago in Mashhad, two of the leading Ayatollahs 
announced with great fanfare that 25 Baha'i centers had been 
discovered in that city and were raided and "cleansed" by 
Revolutionary Guards. In reality, the 25· centers included two 
Baha'i centers and 23 homes of prominent members of the 
Baha'i community in Mashhad. The homes have been returned 
to their owners, but the two centers have been turned into Is
lamic study organizations. Why were these Baha'i facilities in 
Mashhad raided? The newspaper wrote that Baha'is are "spies 

'There is fear based on the confiscation 
of Baha'f property and funds that the 
next 10giC?al step will be further to 
openly and aggressively seek the in
voluntary conversion of the BatW'fs to 
Islam.' 

for the USSR, the U.S., the UK and Israel!" 
There is fear based on the confiscation of Baha'i property and 

funds that the next logical step will be further to openly and 
aggressively seek the involuntary conversion of the Baha'is to 
Islam. 

4. The Future-It is felt that two steps might be taken by 
Islamic authorities in the near future against Baha'is. 

a. One may best be described by the Persian expression 
namad-mali, or "pressing the felt." This is an illustration taken 
from the making of felt from loose hairs of fur or wool. They are 
heated and then by heavy pressure are slowly flattened out until 
smooth. Such action might include the freezing of personal and 
privately owned Baha'i assets or even their confiscation. 

b. The next and more serious step would be the prohibition of 
any Baha'i gathering for any reason, which would mean that the 
Baha'is would have to go underground or' emigrate from fran 
under the threat of arrest or worse. 

5. A Request-It is requested that news media be apprised of 
these facts and this information. 

• That the media be asked to publish in their outlets reports of 
the dangers that confront the Baha'is in iran. 

• That the Human Rights Commission of the United Nations 
be notified of what has happened and that this matter be intro
duced to the United Nations through a neutral or Third World 
nation. 

This is a most serious time in the history of the Baha'i commun
ity in iran. Unless immediate steps are taken through appropriate 
channels, there is a real and present danger to a group of faithful 
disciples of the religion of Baha'u'lIlih. 
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The recent mob attacks on Baha'is in iran have once again 
called attention to the status of the Baha'i Faith in the land of its 
origin. In cities, towns and villages-among them Isfahan, 
Fathabad, Arak, Sangsar, Nayriz, Sarvestan-over three 
hundred private homes and dozens of shops and business enter
prises have been looted, burned down or otherwise destroyed. In 
Isfahan a clinic that belonged to Baha'is was dynamited. Else
where, orchards were seized and fanners deprived of their means 
of livelihood. A number of Baha'i centers have been demolished 
or burned to the ground. Baha'i communities have been ter
rorized, individuals and families beaten, and, in some instances, 
driven to the mosques and forced to recant their faith. 

Many find it difficult to understand why members of a religious 
minority dedicated to tolerance, peace, and universal brother
hood arouse hatred in those among whom they live. The reasons 
for the persecutions, the hatred, and the violence lie deep in the 
socio-psychological structure of Persian society and go back 
more than a century to the year 1844, when a young merchant of 
Shiniz, later known as the Bab, founded a new religion whose 
followers rejected the literal interpretation of the Koran and held 
that soon "He Whom God Shall Make Manifest" would appear ' 
on earth to bring a new Law and to inaugurate a new era in the 
history of mankind. In 19th century iran, where even the notion of 
religious liberty did not exist, the teachings of the Bab were bound 
to produce a violent reaction. Accused of heresy, the Bab was 
imprisoned for several years and fmally eXe<?uted in 1850. This 
did not stop the spread ofthe Bab's teachings, nor did it stop the 
resistance of His disciples who defended themselves with great 
valor against attacks by the united forces of the clergy and the 
government. There ensued a campaign of extermination in which 
some twenty thousand Babis were killed. The cruelty of the 
suppression, the indiscriminate massacre of women and children, 
the tortures inflicted upon masses of innocent people have been 
eloquently described both by participants and outside observers, 
among the latter Comte de Gobineau and Edward G. Browne. 
The bloodshed left a legacy of suspicion, fear, and pain. 

Thirteen years after the martyrdom of the Bab, one of His 
leading disciples who had been exiled to Bag!!dad by the Persian 
government proclaimed himself to be the One whose advent the 
Bab had prophesied. He became known as Baha'u'llcih. Most of 
the Bab's followers accepted Bah3'u'lIcih's claim and became 
known as Baha'is. Over the next forty years Baha'u'llcih pro
duced a vast number of works that today constitute the scripture of 
the religion He founded. He taught the unity of mankind and the 
equality of races and nations. He taught the unity of religions and 
universal peace. He proclaimed the hannony of religion and 
science, the need for universal education, and the equality of 
sexes. He also established the essential principles for the life and 
operation of a world-wide community of His followers who 
would govern themselves through elective bodies, would have 
no clergy, and would be dedicated to the common interests of 
all mankind. 
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The authorities, both religious and secular, kept Baha'u'lhih in 
confinement and exile for forty years. Feeling threatened by ideas 
that challenged the outworn formulas they had mouthed for hun
dreds of years, Muslim clergy continued to demand the extermi
nation of the Baha'is, whom they always called "heretics" and 
"harmful misleaders." The 0 Baha'is were turned into the 
scapegoats of iranian society. As their numbers increased, they 
became an even more attractive target for demagogic attacks by 
those who wanted to distract the public or create turmoil. Since 
the Baha'is emphasized education and placed high value on work, 
they achieved a relatively high standard of living, which made 
them promising targets of pogroms. Last but not least, the tolerant 
and peaceful nature of the Baha'i community made it possible to 
attack BaIui'is without fear of violent retaliation. 

In moments of national stress, during famines, revolutions, 
and invasions of the country, BaIui'is could be blamed for the 
nation's miseries. If one did not wish to pay a debt, one could 

-accuse the creditor of being a Baha'i. If an epidemic spread 
through a province, one could blame the Baha'is. Baha'i ideals 
of world unity could be twisted to appear as a lack of pa
triotism. B8ha'i acceptance of the truth inherent in all great re-

o ligions of mankind could be interpreted as a betrayal of Islam. 
When in 1896 Nasiri'd Din Shlih was assassinated by a Pan

Islarnist terrorist, the Baha'is were immediately accused of that 
deed. In the brief but violent persecution that followed, several 
Baha'is lost their lives. In 1903 more than a hundred Baha'is were 
massacred in Yazd. "In that city," history records, "Haji 
Mirz8-i-Halabi-saz was so mercilessly flogged that his wife 
flung herself upon his body, and was in her tum severely beaten, 
after which his skull was lacerated by the cleaver of a butcher. His 
eleven-year-old-son was pitilessly thrashed, stabbed with pen
knives and tortured to death . . . a crowd of about six thousand 
people, of both sexes, vented their fury upon the helpless victims, 
a few going so far as to drink their blood. " 

The outbreak of the revolution in 1906 precipitated new 
attacks on the Baha'is all over fran, with particularly bloody 
episodes taking place in Sirjan, Dughabad, Tabriz, Qom, Na
jafabad. Sangsar, Shahmirzad, Isfahan, Jahrom, Mashhad, Ker
manshah, and Hamadan. As the constitutional movement de
veloped, "the reactionaries brought groundless accusations 
against the Baha'is, and publicly denounced them as support
ers and inspirers of the nationalist cause." In the chaotic con
ditions of World War I and its aftermath, Baha'is once again 
suffered scattered attacks in various parts of the country. 

During the 1930's attacks on the Baha'is were less numerous 
and less violent. However, the pressure against them was never 
entirely relaxed. Baha'i schools were closed; Baha'i marriages 
were refused recognition; Baha'i literature was banned; gather
ings were prohibited; Baha'is in government service were fre
quently dismissed from their jobs; nurses and doctors were fIred 
from hospitals; teachers were refused employment. Occasion
ally, here and there, a Baha'i was murdered. This pattern con
tinued through World War II and the immediate post-war period. 

A large scale attack on the Baha'i community was launched in 

the month of Ramadan, 1955. At one of Tihrlm's mosques, 
Shaykh Muhammad Taqi Falsafi, a fanatical muna, daily urged 
his flock to rise up against the "false religion." He accused the 
Baha'is of being enemies of Islam and called for severe measures 
against them. The ~ulla was permitted to preach his incendiary 
sermons over government radio. The effect of the broadcasts was 
immediate. Old suspicions were revived. Every invention ever 
made to discredit a religious minority was now thrown at the 
Baha'is. 

On May 2 the police locked the gates of the Baha'i National 
Headquarters in Tihran, and five days later the building was 
taken over by the army. On May 17 the Minister of the Interior 
proclaimed in the Parliament that the "Baha'i sect" had been 
banned. A contemporary report describes what-ensued: 

This was followed by an orgy of senseless murder, rape, 
pillage, and destruction the like of which has not been 
recorded in modern times. The dome of the 
lfa~iratu'I-Quds (National Center) in fihr(m was de
molished; the House of the Bab was twice desecrated and 
severely damaged; Baha'u' llah's ancestral home in Takur 
was occupied; the house of the Bab' s uncle was razed to the 
ground; shops and farms were plundered; crops burned; 
livestock destroyed; bodies of Baha'is disinterred in the 
cemeteries and mutilated; private homes broken into, dam
aged and looted; adults execrated and beaten; young 
women abducted and forced to marry Muslims; children 
mocked, reviled, beaten and expelledfro,m schools; boycon 
by butchers and bakers was imposed on hapless villagers; 
young. girls were raped; families murdered; government 
employees dismissed and all manner of pressure brought 
upon the believers to recant their Faith. 

A world-wide campaign of pUblicity, expressions of sympathy 
for the Baha'is on the part of outstanding individuals in Europe, 
Asia, and the Americas, and appeals to the United Nations re
sulted in some relief to the Baha'is of fran. However, it took 
several years for passions to abate and for normalcy to return. 
Since then Baha'is have continued to live under pressure in the 
way forced upon them by the circumstances of history. 

Though the Baha'is are the largest minority in fran, their 
existence is not officially recognized and, unlike other minorities 
such as the Christians, the Jews, and the Zoroastrians, they enjoy 
no specific human rights. Being in their vast majority ethnic 
iranians, speaking Persian or Azerbaijani, they are no foreign 
element, but a part of the iranian nation to which they have been 
loyal. It is only the medieval intolerance of certain fanatical 
elements that strives to set them apart from their Muslim brothers 
and fellow citizens. Being non-political, law abiding, and 0p

posed to all violence, they constitute no threat to anyone; yet they 
have been the most frequently perseCuted group in the nation. The 
current outbreaks of persecutions are only an episode in the long 
history of cruel and senseless oppression with which the Baha'is 
have been afflicted. 
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The 

STONE CUTTERS 

A stirring and poignant chapter in the history of the erection of 
the Seat of the Universal House of Justice was written recently, 
not at the World Centre of the Faith, but in Chiampo, Italy. The 
village of Chiampo is home to a dwindling number of master 
workmen who are carving the marble for the mighty edifice from 
which God's Law shall go forth to unite and perfect mankind. 

On July 4, 1979, the Mayor of Chiampo wrote a letter to the 
engineer in charge of construction of the Seat of the Universal 
House of Justice in Haifa, Israel. The letter said, in part: 

"I have the honor to be the Mayor of Chiam~hat is, ofthe 
town which, through the Industria dei Marmi Vincentini, has had 
the privilege of carving the marble for the Seat of the Universal 
House of Justice, Baha'i Centre, Haifa. 

"In remembrance of this work, my administration has 
asked-and obtained permission of the Industria dei Marmi 
Vincentini--for a duplicate of one of the columns, to be erected 
in our main square in witness of the ingenuity, the art, and 
workmanship of our Valley, and also in memory of a work of art 
and a Faith that will live for centuries for the peace and brother
hood of the human race . . . " 

The Mayor's letter added that he and the citizens of Chiampo 
hoped that their contribution to the beauty and perfection of the 
·new building would not be forgotten. He enclosed a booklet the 
city published for the dedication of the column on June 17, 1979. 

This remarkable booklet tells the story of the stonecutters of 
Chiampo, whose origins, it says, are "lost in the mists of time. " 
It tells how son succeeded father in the "noble profession" 
almost as a religious vocation. The valley, says the booklet, 
"rang with the sweet song of hammers and chisels" as stonecut
tel'S became a "notable and characteristic source of life, riches, 
and art of the people of Chiampo. " 

In 1904, the village of Chiampo helped establish a local School 
for the Arts and Professions, in an attempt to direct young people 
into the one activity the local economy had offered for more than 
two millenia. 

Over the years, the school trained hundreds of students in 
design, pottery, the history of art, and the working of marble. The 
school no longer exists, and only its last pupils remain in 
Chiampo, "heirs to the splendid and ancient art which now 
--unhappily-is perhaps dying out in our area. " 

of Chi am po 

The booklet continues: "However, the competence, virtuos
ity, and dedication of these last stonecutters are gifts still recog
nized, appreciated, and sought after in the world-and it is thanks 
to them that today, on Mount Carmel, in Haifa, Israel, is rising 
the Parthenon of Chiampo." (The original Parthenon was a 
temple in Athens, Greece, built in the 5th Century B.C.) 

The document describes the station and role of the Universal 
House of Justice, and outlines the history and principles of the 
Baha'i Faith. 

It then recalls "a similar edifice, in Ionic style, and with 
smaller dimensions" that was built in Haifa in 1957, also by the 
Industria dei Marmi Vincentini-a reference to the Baha'i Inter
national Archives Building.· 

The booklet points out that whereas 2,000 workers labored for 
15 years to build the Parthenon, the 2,400 cubic meters (about 
9,000 metric tons) of marble for the Seat of the Universal House 
of Justice, which is larger than the Parthenon, were cut, shaped 
and carved by 20 men in only two years and two months--"a 
prodigy made possible by the use of machines alongside manual 
work" in all of the geometrically-designed pieces. 

The booklet adds, however, that painstaking hand carving by 
true artists was necessary on many pieces--the capitals, entabla
ture and cornices' 'where the marble cutting and relief work had 
to recreate the magic play of light and chiaroscuro (the technique 
of using light and shade in pictorial representation) which is so 
enchanting in ancient buildings. " 

It was to keep alive the memory of the workmen's artistic 
skills, which seem to be in less demand as fewer fine marble 
buildings are constructed, that the decision was made to erect a 
sample column, identical in material and execution to those of the 
Seat of the Universal House of Justice, in the center of the town 
square. 

The column, said the booklet, was erected "in witness of the 
flourishing art of our region and as ~ example and a warning to 
the younger generations, so that they would not abandon an 
ancient and glorious tradition." 

A parchment scroll was inserted IOto the base of the column, 
explaining its purpose and giving the names of the workmen who 
participated in the "admirable collaboration" between the people 
of Chiampo and the Baha'i World Centre. 
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Western 
Samoa 

Kiribati 

Canada 

Around the World 

His Highness Malietoa Tanumofili II, head of 
state of Western Samoa, was one of the Samoan 
BaM'is participating in this year's celebration of 
the Ninth Day of Rit!van. The observance was 
held cit the site of the soon-to-be constructed 

If John Thurston, a Balui'f who was living 
in Kiribati (fonnedy the Gilbert Islands), had 
sailed on time last summer to the Marshall 
Islands, a seven year-old girl might have lost 
her life in the waters of the Pacific Ocean near 
Abaiang Island. 

Mr. Thurston had been a pioneer to Kiribati 
for the last seven years. When his visa expired 
last summer, he made plans to sail to the 
Marshalls in his 45-foot catamaran, the Erena 
Roe. 

However, a last-minute charter to deliver 
freight to Marakei Island delayed his departure 
by one day. 

Mr. Thurston was sailing in calm waters about 
two miles from Abaiang Island when a crew 
member, Beiatake, who is a Baha'i, saw what 
looked like a human body floating in the sea. A 
closer look with binoculars confirmed the 
impression. 

While Mr. Thurston turned the catamaran 
around, Beiatake and another member of the 
crew rowed toward the body in a skiff. They 
found a young girl floating with only her knees 

Following a teaching and deepening institute 
at Yellowknife, in Canada's Northwest 
Territories, a teaching team headed by Auxiliary 
Board member Hazel Lovelace crossed the Great 
Slave Lake to bring the Baha'i Faith to Indians 
on a Reserve near Fort Resolution. 

In spite of late winter temperatures that 
dropped to 54 degrees below zero (Fahrenheit), 
the believers conducted the teaching work with 
such diligence that 37 new believers were 
enrolled, including the Chief, and a Spiritual 
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BaJufi House oj Worship near Apia. Following 
theformal ceremony, His Highness the Malietoa 
remained for refreshments and visited with many 
of the friends. 

and nose above the surface. 
As they placed a plastic sheet around the 

body, the girl's eyes opened. She was alive! 
On board the catamaran, the girl's body was 

rubbed with oil to restore her body heat. She was 
placed in the cabin, and Mr. Thurston continued 
on to Marakei. 

At Marakei, the girl, now conscious, 
recognized some of the local people. Mr. 
Thurston learned that her name was Biaua, and 
she was from the coastal village ofTabontebike. 

The Erena Roe set out immediately for the 
village. Landing there near dark, the crew was 
greeted by the usual number of curious Villagers. 

When the villagers saw Biaua, they shouted 
with joy. She had tried to swim ashore from her 
family's fishing boat earlier that day while her 
father and brothers fished from a nemby reef, 
and everyone was certain she had drowned. 

Now, thanks to Mr. Thurston and his crew, 
she was miraculously returned to the village, and 
the traditional "death feast" prepared by her 
family was transformed instead into a joyous 
"welcome home" party. 

Assembly was formed on the Reserve. 
Before the teaching effort ended, the team had 

secured 88 enrollments, opened nine localities to 
the Faith, and helped form four Local Spiritual 
Assemblies. 



India 

3reenland 

Fifty declarations and the formation of a 
Spiritual Assembly at Reliance were among the 
results of a visit to Guyana last July 8-15 by 
Kishin Khemani, an Auxiliary Board member 
from Maharashtra, India. 

While in Guyana, Mr. Khemani visited the 
Speaker of the government's National 
Assembly, the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, 
and the acting High Commissioner for India. He 
presented each of these officials with a book 
about the Faith, and photos of the meetings 
appeared in newspapers. 

On Tuesday, July 10, Mr. Khemani, 
accompanied by Auxiliary Board member Ed 
Widmer and other friends, traveled to Berbice. 

Later, proclamations were held at Reliance, 
where Mr. Khemani presented BaM' f books to . 
the local library, and follow-up teaching efforts 
ensued. Shortly afterward, the Spiritual 
Assembly of Reliance was formed. 

In July, the National Spiritual Assembly of 
India cabled the World Centre that the 
governmentofIndia "has agreed include Baha'i 
Faith as one of the major religions in its moral 
course books for all grades up to high school. 
This will be the first of its kind in 

The Raja of Mandi, a small Himalayan 
kingdom 'in India's Himchal Pradesh state, 
declared his belief in Baha'u'lhih and was 
enrolled in the Faith last May. 

The Raja first heard of the Faith from Queen 
Marie of Rumania when he was a young man. 

A teaching team of Baha'i youth visited 
Mandi early this year. The Raja indicated to 

Kishin Khemani (/eft), an Auxiliary Board member 
from Maharashtra, India, is shown with 
Guyana's Minister of Parliamentary Affairs 
(right) and its National Publicity Committee 
chairman during Mr. Khemani's week-long visit 
to that country last July. 

India. , . more than 20 million students will 
learn of the Faith through their textbooks. 

.• Materials being prepared in Hindi, which is 
required urgently for all grade books being 
introduced this term starting mid-July." 

them that he intended to become a Baha'i. When 
another believer, Dr. Zarangiz Aftabi, followed 
up the visit, the Raja and five other persons were 
enrolled. 

The Raja offered to donate land for a Baha'i 
Center in Mandi, where the teaching work is 
continuing, 

Although at least one Balui'i has resided in 
Greenland since 1951, it was not until this year 
that any Bahti'i community there had grown to 
the point cit which it was able to form a Local 
Spiritual Assembly. The first Spiritual Assembly 
in the country was formed by joint declaration on 
April 17, 1979, at Nuuk (Godthtib), the capital 
o/Greenland, which was opened to the Faith in 

. 1966. Members o/the Assembly are (front row 
left to right) Lillen Bente Delevran, James 
Milne; (middle row left to right) Henning 
Jensen, Carsten Lind, Else Boesen Jensen, 
Lotos Nielsen, and (back row left to right) John 
Berthelsen Lyberth, Ole Berthelsen, Linda 
Milne. 
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Pakistan 

Nigeria 

United 
States 

Two Baha'i summer schools were held in 
Pakistan this year to help achieve the goals of the 
Seven Year Plan. 

The first, held July 14-19 at Quetta, was 
attended by 170 believers from 50 localities 
including some in neighboring western countries. 

During that summer school, 34 youth pledged 
to help fulfill the goals of the Plan. 

The second summer school was held August 
25-29 at Rawalpindi. About 100 of the friends 

Since F ebrULlry 1979, members of Nigeria's 
National BaM'i Proclamation Committee have 
visited more than 40 officials of the Nigerian 
government. Several of these officials have 
expressed a keen interest in the Faith. The 
Commissioner of Information asked questions 
for more than two hours; the Attorney General 
for Ogun State requested a copy of Baha'f 
World Faith and a rendering of one of The 
Hid~en Words, in calligraphy, for his wall. 
The proclamation committee also has 

The Spiritual Assembly of the Southern Ute 
Reservation in Colorado led a widespread 
teaching effort this summer in the "Four 
Comers" area that forms the border between the 
Southwestern states of Arizona, Colorado, New 
Mexico and Utah. 

Teaching teams involved in the effort traveled 
an estimated 50,000 to 80,000 miles by car, 
taught more than 1,000 people-many of them 
Native Americans--enrolled more than 200 new 
believers, and helped form several Local 
Spiritual Assemblies. 

In late July, the U.S. National Teaching 
Committee received news that a Spiritual 
Assembly had been formed at the Crow Agency 
in south-centraI Montana, near Billings, 
bringing to 35 the number of Assemblies on 
Indian Reservations in the U.S. 

The 35 Assemblies equals the goal for the 
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from 18 localities in Pakistan were joined by 
Baha'is from other countries ... 

Ali Sohailiyen, an Auxiliary Board member 
form India, visited the northern areas of Pakistan 
this summer on a teaching tour designed to help 
win the goals of the Seven Year Plan . . . 

Children's classes are being held regularly 
throughout Pakistan, and many weekend schools 
have taken place. 

sponsored media workShops in IbtJdan and los, 
resulting in greater media responsiveness to the 
Faith. Radio Oyo covered a 8'aJuj'i panel 
discussion, 'Children in the Adult World,' in 
Oyo State. Here, Bahti'is Claudius Adebayo 
(left) and Martha Garman (right) present BaM' i 
literature to Dr. Adenja, Commissioner for 
Information ofOgun State-(secondfrom right). 
Looking on is Mrs. O.A. Adeyinka, secretary of 
the International Year of the Child Committee in 
Ogun State. 

The teams taught among five or six Indian 
tribes, and devoted countless hours to teaching 
Spanish-speaking peoples in many localities. 

Consolidation pla)!ed an integral part in the 
campaign; with follow-up visits that included 
filmstrips, firesides, children's classes, and 
teaching assistance from the new believers 
themselves. 

U.S. set by the Universal House ofJustice for the 
first two-year phase of the Seven Year Plan. 

The Assembly at the Crow Ageocy was the 
fourth formed on an Indian Reservation in the 
U.S. since last Ri<;lvan. 



Finland 

Nicaragua 

Sweden 

The Baha'is of Finland took full advantage of 
the long summer days there for proclamation 
efforts. 

In June, Baha'i communities in northern 
Finland set up a display at the Oulu Fair, where 
more than 200 interested visitors received 
literature. Later, the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Finland and the Baha'i community 
of Oulu received requests for more information 
about the Faith from residents. 

July began with a summer school at 
Jyvaskyhi, in Central Finland. The school was 
attended by a good percentage of the Finnish 
Baha'i community along with guests from 
Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Germany, Great 
Britain, the United States and fran. 

The school emphasized obedience to the 
Covenant and Baha'i administration, and 
featured a "crash course" in teaching the Faith 
in Finnish for pioneers and traveling teachers. 

Child care was provided, and after evening 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Nicaragur-a country tom by a long and bloody 
civil war-reports that its national 
l:Ia~fratu'I-Quds remains intact. No documents 
or other possessions were lost or destroyed 
during the fighting between government forces 
and Sandinista rebels in the capital city of 
Managua. 

All pioneers in Nicaragua are reported to be 
safe and unharmed, as are all members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly. 

Four BaM'i pioneers climbed· Sweden's Akka 
Mountain last August. Akka Mountain is in one 
of the country's arctic parks in Lapland. Akka 
means . married woman' in the Lappish 
language. The BaM'i mountaineers are (left to 
right) Carol Bardin (pioneer to Fillland), 

m~ 
The BaM'is of Finland set up attractive 
display at the Oulu Fair last June. Here, the 
BaM'i booth is being manned by Mahintaj 
[zadi. 

lectures or firesides, the friends enjoyed Persian 
dancing. 

Also in July, teaching projects were launched 
in Kuopio, a town just northeast of Jyvaskyla, 
and in Rovaniemi, in Finnish Lapland. 

Unfortunately, two Baha'is are known to have 
been killed during the fighting, while a third is 
believed to have been killed, but that death is so 
far unconfirmed. 

"You may reopen normal channels of 
communication," said a cablegram from the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Nicaragua that 
was recei ved last Au gust 7 at the World Centre in 
Haifa. 

Michael Reeve, David May tan, and Margaret 
May tan (all pioneers to Sweden). The mountain 
is in the background. The BaJui'is spent/our 
days in the park, displaying BaM' i posters and 
distributing brochures on the Faith. 
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Corrections 
In the June 1979 issue of Baha'f News, Page 2, the paragraph that 
begins: "A Baha'f, through his faith In this 'conscious knowledge' 
of the reality of divine Revelation" should read as follows: "A 
Baha'f, through this faith in, this 'conscious knowledge' of, the 
reality of divine Revelation ••• " We regret the error and offer our 
apology for it. 

In the November 1979 issue, Page 13, the statement appears that 
"75 new believers were enrolled" during. annual Baha'I Summer 
School In Belgium. That Is Incorrect. As received from Belgium, the 
statement read: "In attendance at the school was Mr. Louis 
Henuzet, member of the Board of Counsellors for Europe. Seventy
five in all were enrolled." H referred to the number of Baha'Is 
attending the school, not to the number of new believers enrolled_ 
We are sorry for the misunderstanding. 
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Virginia 

Orbison 

A Baha'i pioneer 
recalls 40 years 
of service to Faith 



· ..... - .......... -----

'When we went pioneering, we didn't know what we 
were going to do, hadn't the vaguest idea.' 

(Virginia Orbison, who has been a BaM', pioneer for nearly 
40 years to South America, Spain, Portugal and Luxembourg, 
recently suffered a detached retina in one eye and returned to the 
United States fot surgery. Her eyesight fully restored, she con
valesced at the BaM', Home in Wilmene, Illinois, where this 
interview took place. She plans soon to return to her home in 
Marbalia, on the southern coast of Spain.~d.) 

• 
Virginia Orbison was five years old when she fITSt heard about 

the Baha'i Faith. She recalls now that she hadn't thought much of 
it then. 

If she had known she would spend 40 years or more of her life 
spreading the Message of Baha'u'1I3h to South America and 
Europe, she might have paid closer attention while Claudia Coles 
was explaining to her somewhat skeptical mother about 
.'Alxiu'I-Baba. 

Years later, in Geyserville, California, Miss Orbison heard 
Helen Bishop speak about the Faith. Suddenly, she recalls, "I 
said to myself,- 'This is the Cause of God, ' " and a light went on in 
her beart. It has been shining brightly ever since. 

Miss Orbison carried that light to South America in 1942. 
"1be Guardian had begun asking for pioneers in 1937," she 

says. "HtsflTStcable said, 'They must know the language.' Well, 
I didn't know Spanish, and didn't feel qualified to pioneer." 

Somewhat later, however, when the appeals for pioneers be
came more urgent, Miss Orbison decided that the time had come 
for her to make the move. 

In SePtember 1942 she arrived in Santiago, Chile, to carry on 
the teaching work begun by Marcia Atwater, who had been forced 
by iII health to abandon her pioneer post. 

Miss Orbison remembers many of the early pioneers in South 
America: Louise Caswell and Cora Oliver in Panama; Gayle 
Woolson in Costa Rica; John Steams, who opened Ecuador to the 
Faith and later died of cancer in Lima, Peru. 

"You see," she says, "the Guardian asked simply that those 
countries be opened, that there be just a few Baha'is. He didn't 
specify numbers." 

However, she points out, not only was every goal opened, but 
Local Spiritual Assemblies were formed in every country. What 
she terms "a miracle" was accomplished by a handful of 
pioneers, most of them women. 

"When I look back on it," she says, "I don't see how it was 
possible. But Baha'u'lhih opens doors, and you simply do it. 

"I'd never heard of 'culture shock' or anything like that. I was 
at a pioneer training institute the other day, and I think they are 
fabulous. When we went pioneering, we didn't know what we 
were going to do, hadn't the vaguest idea. And remember, I had 
been a Baha'i for nine years before I went pioneering." 

Having studied French at a boarding school in Paris, Miss 
Orbison was able to learn Spanish relatively quickly. To support 
herself, she took photographs and sold them to movie studios. 
Before pioneering, she had worked for nine years as a research 
librarian at Paramount Pictures, so she knew what sort of photos 
would most interest the studios. 

The teaching work was slow and tedious. "I thought to my
self," she says, •• 'I will never live to see indigenous Indian 
Baha'is.' And now look! There are thousands and thousands of 
them. " 

After spending 3 1/2 years in South America, Miss Orbison 
became ill and had to return to the U.S. Following her recovery 
she returned to South America, this time to Brazil, where she met 
Leonora Holsapple Armstrong, who had pioneered to Brazil in 
1921 when 'Abdu'I-Baha first raised the call for pioneers. Mrs. 
Armstrong arranged for the first translation into Spanish of 
BaJui'u'Utih and the New Era. The translation was made by a 
Spanish nun. 

"Unfortunately, " says Miss Orbison, • 'the translation was not 
a very good one, and is no longer used." 

Mrs. Armstrong, who was designated "Mother of the Bahli'is 
of Brazil" by the Guardian, is still serving the Faith there and is a 
member of the Continental Board of Counsellors. 

After World War II, while much of Europe still lay in ruins; the 
Guardian issued a call for pioneers to European countries, and 
again Miss Orbison responded. In January 1947, carrying a letter 
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As Miss Orbison opened the door, she was greeted 
with the words, 'La policia.' 

of credentials from Horace Holley, then secretary of the U. S. 
National Spiritual Assembly, she flew from Rio de Janeiro to 
Lisbon, Portugal, on one ofthe first commercial flights across the 
Atlantic after the war, then settled in Madrid, Spain. 

Of the political climate in Spain following the war, she says, 
"You had to be careful, very careful. You had to know someone 
well before you'd dare mention the Faith." 

""Liberal" ideas simply weren't welcomed at that time. "You 
can't imagine," she says, "the things that were 
forbidden" -things such as Theosophy and Esperantism. 

A young bank employee who was interested in Esperanto, the 
international language developed in the 19th century by Prof. 
Zamenhof, happened to correspond with a friend of Miss 
Orbison's in California who asked him to look her up in Madrid. 

The young man did call on Miss Orbison, and during the course 
of their conversation she mentioned that a universal auxiliary 
language (such as Esperanto) is among the principles of the 
Baha'i Faith. 

""He came back the following day," she says, "and brought 
another man with him. They both became Baha'is almost im
mediately." They were the second and third Baha'is in Spain at 
that time. 

Others were attracted to the Faith, but were afraid to become 
identified with it. Miss Orbison still remembers her disappoint
ment when, in April of that year, there weren't enough Baha'is in 
Madrid to form a Local Spiritual Assembly. The following year, 
however, brought more declarations, and at Ri~van 1948 the first 
Spiritual Assembly in Spain was formed in Madrid. 

Shortly afterward, Marion Little spent eight months in Spain. 
She, Miss Orbison and a Spanish Baha'i traveled to Barcelona 
where, in 1949, Spain's second Local Spiritual Assembly was 
formed. 

Five years later, as the Ten Year Crusade got under way, Miss 
Orbison returned to Barcelona for a regional teaching conference 
following a teaching trip to the Balearic Islands and was surprised 

-to see 40 chairs in the apartment that served as the Baha'i National 
Center. 
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"Have you gone crazy?"she asked, knowing that large meet
ings were forbidden by the government. 

"No pasa nada (nothing will happen)," she was told. 
The meeting was held without interruption. But at 3 o'clock the 

next morning, someone knocked loudly on the door of the apart
ment in which Miss Orbison was staying with the secretary of the 
Local Spiritual Assembly and a maid. 

"Who's there?" Miss Orbison asked. 
"Telegramma," said the voice behind the door. 
As Miss Orbison opened the door, she was greeted with the 

words, "La policia." A plain clothes member of the "Social 
Brigade" entered the apartment. "Are there any men here?" he 
asked. 

"No," he was told. "You may look around if you like." 
The apartment was searched, after which Miss Orbison and the 

other women were driven to the local jail. They remembeRd 
chilling stories of people having been taken away by the police 
and simply disappearing. 

But Miss Orbison feared for more than her life. In her purse 
was a list of all the Baha'is in Spain. 

At the police station, they were taken to a cell three floors 
underground. Miss Orbison thought of the Siyyah-Chal (Black 
Pit) in Tihran in which Baha'u'Ulih was imprisoned for several 
months in 1852. 

Uniformed policemen stood guard outside the filthy cells. One 
by one, the Baha'is of Barcelona were brought from their homes 
until all of them, five men and five women, were gathered 
together in the jail. Forbidden to speak to one another, they 
wrapped themselves in blankets, prayed and finally slept. 

During the night they were taken upstairs, two at a time, for 
questioning. The first to be questioned were Miss Orbison and a 
man named Louis, a former Communist. 

Outside the office sat a young man who had recently been 
enrolled in the Faith. "Aren't you coming in too?" Miss Orbison 
asked. "No," he replied. "I'm staying out." She suspected that 
the man was a spy for the police. In any event, she never saw him 
again. 

-' 



' .•. one must have faith that, when he or she is on a 
mission for Baha'u'lIah, it is bound to tum out right, it 
must be successful ... ' 

Under questioning, Miss Orbison soon realized that the police 
suspected the Baha'is of being Communists or connected to some 
other so-called subversive cause. 

• 'This man," she said to her interrogator, referring to Louis, 
"was an atheist, and now he is a Baha'I. " 

"You mean he was a Communist," said the interrogator. 
"All right, a Communist," she replied. "But now he is a 

Baha'i and believes in God. That's an example of what the Baha'i 
Faith can do. " She tried to explain the Baha'i principle of obedi
cuce to government. 

Her purse was taken. She feared that the list of Baha'is would 
be found, but nothing was ever said of it. 

Finally, she says, the police were convinced that the Baha'is 
posed no threat to the government, and all were released the 
following day. They had been treated politely, and no one was 
banned . 

• 'We thought at fIrst that this was a calamity, " she says, "but it 
was quite the opposite. It made the Faith known to the govern
ment in a favorable way." 

Today, says Miss Orbison, the Baha'is in Spain are free to 
proclaim the Faith publicly, and are generally busy putting up 
signs, holding parades, writing articles for the news media, or 
speaking on radio or television. 

The one thing Miss Orbison says she has learned during 40 
Jt3S of pioneering is that "one. must have faith that, if he oc she is 
em a mission for Baha'u'llah, it is bound to tum out right, it must 
be successful," even if it doesn't appear to be at any given moment. 

And like any veteran pioneer, she has a dramatic story to 
illustrate the point. 

While living in Lima, Peru, Miss Orbison visited the U.S. 
Consulate to speak with George Valiant, a former curator of the 
Philadelphia Museum who was director of an English-language 
education project. . 

Mr. Valiant asked her what would happen if a Baha'i were 
forced to choose between the Faith and his job. 

"If he was truly a Baha'i, "she said, "he would leave hisjob." 

Shortly afterward, Mr. Valiant confronted a teacher on his 
project, who had recently become a Baha'i, with that very choice. 
The teacher left the Faith. After that, Mr. Valiant ridiculed the 
Faith at every opportunity. 

The following year, while waiting for a job interview in Brazil, 
Miss Orbison picked up a newspaper and was stunned by a 
headline: "George Valiant Commits Suicide." 

Mr. Valiant, she says, had been named U.S. Ambassador to 
Spain, but before leaving for the post, he went into ~s garden and 
shot himself. 

"No one knows why," she says. "But before he died, he 
mumbled something about solutions to the world's problems. He 
had made fun of a solution to the world's problems when I'd told 
him the Baha'is had it." 

Why, she wonders, had she happened across that paper? Why 
at that particular time and place? She had no idea she soon would 
be pioneering to Spain, or that she would be presenting herself to 
the American ambassador there. 

"Suppose George Valiant were the ambassador," she says. 
"After all, he was supposed to be. He'd have put me out right 
away. I'd never have gotten anywhere. Instead, here was this 
perfectly marvelous man, Phillip Bonsole, a Quaker. He even 
offered to bring Baha'i books into Spain through the Embassy for 
me." 

Miss Orbison recalls her tests with humor and understanding, 
and her achievements with humility. She looks to the future with 
confIdence, wishing only for enough time to do what must be 
done for the Faith. . 

When she fIrst became a Baha'i, says Miss Orbison, she was 
expected to study the Writings diligently. She read everything 
that was available and became quite proud of her knowledge. 

"And now, after 40 years in the Faith," she says, "I feel I 
don't really know anything." 

Following her return to Spain, Miss Orbison hopes to fmd time 
to complete a history of the Faith in that country. She is 77 years 
old. 
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'In the 

garden 
of thy 

heart • • • 

In Ecuador, a Baha'i drawing contest 
brings the Faith closer to the people 

, 

, 
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The first prize winner. JO-year old 
Segundo Efraim Ushco from the Julio 
Enrique Parades school in Ambato. with 
two of his teachers. His prize-winning 
drawing appears at the top of Page 6. 

The Bahi'i community of Ecuador gained nationwide publicity 
and made many friends for the Faith this year while honoring 
young Ecuadorian artists in a poster drawing contest, based on 
Baha'i themes, that commemorated the International Year of the 
Child. 

The contest, for primary school children, was supported en
thusiastically by the government's Ministry of Education and 
Cultural Matters which even contributed 4,000 sucres (about 
$140 U.S.) to help pay for it. In addition, 92 books were donated 
to be given as prizes to the top three winners and those earning 
honorable mention. 

More than 2,000 entrie~ were received from a cross-section of 
schools in the Sierra and eastern parts of the country (schools in 

. the coastal area were closed for vacation, and a second contest for 
students in that area was begun shortly after the first was com-
pleted). --

The contestants, who were from 6 to 12 years old, were asked 
to render drawings based on one of these themes from the Writ
ings of Baha'u'lhih: 

• "So powerful is the light of unity that it can illuminate the 
whole earth." 

• • 'The earth is but one country, and mankind its citizens. " 
• "In the garden of thy heart plant naught but the rose of 

love." 
The fust prize was 1,OOOsucres (about $35 U.S.). The second 

prize was 800 sucres, the third prize 600 sucres. 
Judges for the contest were Sr. German Pavon, the well known 

Ecuadorian painter who did the orginal painting for the inaugura
tion of Radio 8aha'i; Lcdo. Jorge W. Teran A., the representative 
of the Ministry of Education; Sra. Germania de Breilh, a niece of 
the former President of Ecuador and representative of the Execu
tive Commission for the International Y t:ar of the Child; Donald 
Stewart, secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly of Ecuador; 

and Srta. Maria Perugachi, a member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly. . 

Through the courtesy of municipal officials, the awards cere
mony was held in the auditorium of the municipal library in 
Quito. An adjoining salon was used to display the prize-winning 
drawings as well as photos from the United Nations relating to the 
development of the child, accompanied by appropriate quotations 
from the Baha'i Writings. 

Nearly 400 people attended the awards ceremony, while 
thousands more viewed the exhibition during the following week. 

The first prize winner was lO-year-old Segundo Efraim Ushco 
who attends the Julio Enrique Paredes school in Ambato. His 
theme was •• In the garden of thy heart plant naught but the rose of 
love. " 

Winner of the second prize was 12-year-old Marina Guerrera 
from the Victor Manuel Arregui school of Guaranda in the prov
ince of Bolivar. 

The third prize was awarded to Il-year-old Alvaro Correa 
Martinez of Cuenca, who was urged by his mother to enter the 
contest, as his school did not participate. 

The idea for the drawing contest was born late in 1978 as a 
group of Baha'i women was returning to Quito from a teaching 
trip to help complete the goals of the Five Year Plan. 

Inspired by a drawing contest sponsored by the Baha'i's of 
Chile, these women decided to make a similar proposal to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Ecuador. They met on December 
20, 1978, to draw up plans for the contest. 

Their plans were enthusiastically endorsed by the National 
Spiritual Assembly which named a commission composed of 
these same women to develop specific details of the "National 
Contest of Infantile Drawings. " The women who undertook this 
task on behalf of the National Spiritual Assembly are Mrs. Tars
ieh Werle-Vahdat, Carmen de Stewart, and Gretchen Mansuri. 
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The National Spiritual Assembly invited Auxiliary Board 
member Isabel de Calderon and Dr. Aida de Davila to work with 
the commission, as two of the three women could work only 
sparingly due to poor health. 

The National Spiritual Assembly wrote Sr. General Fernando 
Dobronsky, the Minister of Education and Cultural Matters, to 
seek permission to hold the contest at the primary school level on 
a nationwide scale. The letter explained the relationship of the 
Baha'i community to the United Nations, and that Baha'is were 
invited to sponsor events to honor children during the Interna
tional Year of the Child. 

On January 30, 1979, following several visits to the Ministry 
by members of the Baha'i commission charged with planning the 
contest, the Ministry of Education and Cultural Matters sent a 
circular letter to all primary school directors and supervisors in 
the country, private and public, informing them of the 
government's authorization and support for the drawing contest 
to be sponsored by the National Spiritual Assembly of Ecuador, 
•• a consequential event in connection with the International Year 
of the Child." The letter further stated: 

"The Ministry of Education, through its Department of Cul
tUral Matters, welcomed with great satisfactiop the proposal of 
the (Baha'is). We think that this will provide a magnificent 
opportunity to interest the child in the study and investigation of 
this cultural activity . . . 

• 'With this information, I officially convoke all the schools in 
the country to participate in the aforementioned contest under the 
established rules." 

In addition to money and supplies given by the Ministry of 
Education, school materials were donated by the mayor of Quito 
as well as by various banks, social clubs and of course, by many 
Local Spiritual Assemblies. 

Radio Baba' i played an important role in promoting the contest 
along with other radio and television stations and newspapers. 
Baha'is appeared on television seven times in connection with the 
contest. The Baha'i children's chorus, directed by Srta. Ann 
Miller, a pioneer from the United States, sang Baha'i songs on 
TV and also performed at the awards ceremony. 

After the first prize winner was chosen, two members of the 

Students and teachers at the Julio Enrique Parades school in 
Ambato gather to hear the news that one of the school's 
students, Segundo Efraim Ushco, has won first prize in the 
nationwide drawing contest sponsored by the BaJui'i 
community of Ecuador. 
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Many of the drawings by participants in the nationwide 
contest sponsored by the BaJui'i community of Ecuador were 
displayed far a week at the national/fas.iratu'l-Quds in Quito 
(above). Winner of the second prize in the contest (below) 
was 12-year-old Marina Guerrera (seated in center)from the 
Victor Manuel Arregui school in Guaranda. Her 
prize-winning entry is the middle one on Page 6. 

Baha'i commission visited the Provincial Office in Ambato to 
notify officials that Segundo Ushco had won the contest. 

They were taken to the home of the school's principal, who 
expressed his happiness for the honor bestowed on his school by 
such an award. The school has been in existence for only a year 
and a half, has no facilities of its own, and must borrow space 
from a school for girls during off hours. It is in a very poor 
neighborhood of mostly laborers and working mothers. 

Returning to the Provincial Office with the principal, the 
Baha'is were told that a meeting of parents, teachers and children 
would be called to congratulate the winner and promote the use of 
his poster for the annual Ambato Fruit and Flower Festival. 

The following week, however, when Sra. Calderon and Sra. 
Werle-Vahdat returned to Ambato for the meeting, they were told 
by the superintendent of the Provincial Office that, after having 
read some Baha'i pamphlets, he and his staff would not partici
pate in such a meeting because there could be no proselytizing in 



---------------------

EdgarMayorga (left) and Manuel Romero, students at the 
Eschela Especial (School for Retarded Children) in 
Riobamba. Ecuador. with Mrs. Tarsieh Werle-Vahdat, a 
representative of the National Spiritual Assembly of Ecuador. 
These children's drawings were so expressive that the judges 
chose them for honorable mention without knowing that they 
are deaf and dumb. Their teachers were so proud of them 
that they all anended the awards ceremony in Quito with the 
two children. 

the school system. He would not change his mind even when 
shown the letter from the Ministry of Education approving the 
contest and asking for the support and collaboration of Provincial 
Offices. 

The two women excused themselves and proceeded to the 
school where the presentation was made to a classroom filled with 
parents, teachers and children, but without anyone from the 
Provincial Office to congratulate or encourage the winner. 

All of the teachers at that school, along with the parents of the 
winner, attended the formal awards ceremony in Quito at which 
young Segundo spoke with dignity and confidence of his appreci
ation for the Teachings of the Faith. 

The second prize winner, Marina Guerrera, was visited by Sra. 
de Calderon and Cecilia Pavon who told the child of her good 
fortune. She is from a poor family with 10 brothers and sisters, 
and attends a small, unpretentious country school in Bolivar 
Province. 

The Baha'is were accompanied to the school by Sra. Maria 
Tapia de Velasco of the Provincial Office, who also is an out
standing poetess and writer. Upon hearing the name of the school 
the prize winner attends, Sr. Velasco put aside everything eise, 
saying, "This is the school where I began my education. I must 
go with them." 

----- -- ------------ -- ---- --- ----

Enroute to the school, she was told something about the princi
ples of the Faith, and after listening attentively, said, "If what 
you say about the Baha'i Faith is true, then I am a Baha'i too." 

Returning later to Guarando, Sra. Calderon said to Sra. Velas
co that she would like to visit the president of the Patronato 
Nacional de Niiios (National Foundation for Children), who had 
offered to help Marina Guerrera with her education. "With 
pleasure," said Sra. Velasco. "She is my sister-in-law." The 
women went together to the home of the president of the Founda
tion, Sra. Nicola de Tapia, who agreed to help the child with a 
scholarship for secondary school. 

At the awards ceremony, Marina Guerrera was accompanied by 
all the teachers at her school, the school's janitor, one of her 
sisters, and two provincial supervisors. They brought with them a 
plate inscribed in Spanish, "May the Baha'i Faith unite all of the 
peoples ofthe earth," that was presented to the National Spiritual 
Assembly. In a brief presentation speech, the National Assembly 
was thanked for carrying the contest to the poorer and more 
distant communities that, they said, are almost always neglected 
or forgotten. 

Baha'is visited many schools whose students had entered the 
_contest, and were encouraged to continue holding this type of 
contest as an annual event sponsored by the National Spiritual 
Assembly for children allover Ecuador. 

At one small government school in the Cotocachi area, where a 
student named Guillermo Estrada Saltos won an honorable men-

_',- tion, the Baha'is were told that the director and teachers wished to 
have the award presented at a formal ceremony and wanted a 
Baha'i to be present on July 6, the anniversary of Cotocachi, to 
award the certificate and prize. The program was to be planned 
by the minicipal council. 

The ceremony was held in a packed theater whose audience 
included many of the principal civil and ecclesiastical leaders in 
Cotocachi as well as delegations from other civil areas. 

Sra. Calderon was introduced as the representative of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is. She then asked the 
governor of the Province to present the award certificate, which 

Contest judges review the drawings at the national 
Jfa'{.iratu'I-Quds in Quito with Donald Steward, secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly. 
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he did while complimenting the National Spiritual Assembly for 
its initiative. 

Sra. Calderon presented three Baha'I books to the president of 
the municipal council, after which she explained the purpose of 
the contest and read some passages from the Writings of 
Baha'u'llah. 

At the Colegio del Doloroso in Pimampiro, where three chil
dren won honorable mention, the Franciscan nuns who adminis
ter the school were so delighted that this had happened to some of 
their children that they chartered a bus to bring the children and 
their parents to Quito for the awards ceremony. The three nuns 
who came appeared as happy or happier than the children and 
were extremely interested in the exhibition, carefully copying 
down all the quotations from the Writings of Baha'u'llah. 

Another far-reaching result of Baha'I participation in the con
test came about through the warm friendship established between 
two of its judges, Srta. Perugachi of the National Spiritual As
sembly, and Sra. Breilh. 

At Sra. Breilh's request, Srta. Perugachi was named as a 
delegate from the Baha'i community of Ecuador to the Gran 
Encuentro Nacional de Patronato de la Ninez, organized by the 
Patronato Nacional del Nino (National Foundation for Children), 
the Ministry of Works and Social Welfare, and CENAIN (the 
National Executive Committee for the International Year of the 
Child). 

Srta. Perugachi, accompanied by the Auxiliary Board member 
in Quito, attended the meetings as a representative of the national 
Baba'i community of Ecuador, and the two of them made impor
tant contacts among the many parents and other participants from 
allover the country .-Helen Hornby 
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Radio Baha'i 

The Faith's first radio outlet 
makes rapid strides forward 

(The following report of progress at Radio Bahd'i in Otavalo, 
Ecuador. dated. October 15. 1979. was sent to the U.S.lnterna
tional Goals Committee by Cynthia Hubbard. a former staff 
member of that commiuee who pioneered to Ecuador in the spring 
of I 979.-Ed.) 

• 
Radio Baha'i is making rapid progress at this time. The impor

tance of its work cannot be overestimated. Since it is the first 
Baba'i radio station in the world, similar projects in the future will 
no doubt look to Radio Baha'i in Ecuador as an example of how 
to use radio as an instrument for the proclamation, expansion and 
conSolidation of the Faith. 

Presently transmitting is the AM station ,at Cajas, a 3D-minute 
drive south of Otavalo. Radio Baha'i now covers most of the 
province of Imbabura and parts of the province of Pichincha. The 
production of all programs is done in the studios at the Baha'i 
Institute in Itavalo. 

Ralph Dexter is chief engineer of Radio Baha'i, and Michael 
Stokes is director of production. The programming, and basically 
everything that happens at Radio Baha'i, is guided by the Radio 
Commission under the direction of Continental Counsellor Raul 
Pavon and the National Spiritual Assembly of Ecuador. 

At present, the Radio Bahli' i staff is small, consisting of those 
who are producing programs in Spanish or Quechua, those who 
work at Cajas as announcers, and those who are technicians. The 
jobs are interchangeable, and often a person will be working as an 
announcer while he is also producing programs. 

The aim, naturally, is to train the Ecuadorian believers to carry 
on most of the work at Radio Baha'i, but people from other places 
who have the requisite skills in production or technical areas are 
needed to continue the rapid expansion that is taking place, while 
others are needed to help train the indigenous people to take a 
greater part in the work that is going on. The problem that exists 
now is that there is no money with which to pay individuals 
coming from other countries to work at Radio Baha'i. They will 
need funds from other sources to meet their living expenses. 

The present goals of programming for the AM station are: 
Cultural/Educational 
Recreation: Music and festivals sponsored by Radio Baha'i. 
Infonnation: A community calendar of events, lost and found 

notices, and individual greetings (these notices' and greetings 
from one individual to another are aired each afternoon from 4 to 
6 o'clock). 

Educational: Program "Rincon Hogarefio" for women; pro
gramming is planned or under way for infonnation on agriculture, 
health, and the indigenous arts. 

Baha'(Programlmng 
Proclamation: Cufias (spot announcements) proclaiming the 

coming of Baha'u'llab and the existence of His Faith, Baha'i 
songs in Spanish and Quechua, and programs designed to in
form the public of the existence of Baha'u'llab and His Teach
ings. 

Expansion: Cufias of quotes from the Writings on specific 
teachings of the Faith; a program, "Conozco la Fe," which is a 
pre-recorded fireside; recorded prayers and Baha'i songs. 

Consolidation: Programs on specific teachings of the Faith 
and recorded prayers. 

Only a part of these goals are completed at present, but work is 
progressing on the remaining ones. 

In about two months, the long-awaited short-wave station will 
begin transmitting from Cuicocha, which is a 3D-minute drive 
north of Otavalo. Construction of the station is under way and 
program planning also has begun. It will broadcast to aU parts of 
Ecuador, as well as to parts of Colombia, Peru, Venezuela and 
Panama. The government of Ecuador also has given permission 
for an FM station, which is a future project of the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

I cannot possibly convey in words the importance of these radio 
projects, as those of us who are working for Radio Baha'i have 
only a glimpse of it ourselves. 

In day-to-day terms, the station is changing the thinking and 
spirit of the people here, especially the indigenous people who are 
our primary listeners. Radio Baha'i has an extremely large audi
ence. For those who have not heard of Bahli'u'llab, the station 
provides information about the coming of God's most recent 
Messenger and the Faith He brought. For those who already are 
familiar with Baha'u'llab, the station helps them to know and 
love His Teachings, and to identify themselves with His Faith. 
For those who have identified themselves with the Cause of 
Baha'u'llab, the station provides a deeper knowledge of His 
Teachings and reminds them of their responsibilities as Baha'is, 
as well as of the bounties of enlisting under the Banner of His 
Cause. 

On a social-cultural level, the listeners of Radio Baha'i are 
coming to understand the importance of a good academic educa
tion for their children and spiritual education in the home. The 
station is helping to infonn the people about the importance of 
good health and advances in agriculture, and encouraging partici
pation and pride in their culture and arts; it provides community 
service through its calendar of events and listing of lost and found 
items, and provides recreation through its music programming. 

We ask the prayers of the friends at the National Center and 
throughout the Baha'i world for the continued rapid progress of 
this most vital project. Those who are interested in helping to 
further the aims of the station in any way may write to Radio 
Baha'i at Apartado 14, Otavalo, Ecuador. 
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Around the World 
Samoa 

United 
States 
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More than 40 BaM'i youth attended one of a 
series of youth conferences sponsored by the 
National Youth Committee of Samoa last 
September 8-9 at the site of the proposed BaM' i 
House of Worship near Apia, Western Samoa. 
Among those attending the conference were 
Afemata Moli Ching, chairman of the National 

"Gateways to Victory" was the theme of a 
conference held last October 20-21 at Bosque 
Farms, New Mexico, to celebrate the opening of 
the Seven Year Plan. 

The gathering, attended by more than 125 
Baha'is from New Mexico and nearby states, 
was hosted by the ll-member Baha'i 
community of Bosque Farms. Among the 
special guests were Auxiliary Board members 
Nancy Phillips of Phoenix? Arizona, and Ernest 
Bruss of Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Discussions covered a wide range of topics 
including fmnness in the Covenant, the present 
crisis in Iran, U.S. goals for the first two-year 
phase of the Seven Year Plan, proclamation in 
the media, teaching Native Americans in cities 
and on Reservations, Baha'i consultation, the 
special needs and concerns of Baha'i youth, and 
the necessity of supporting the Baha'i funds. 

The friends also heard a tape of the message to 
North America and Europe delivered earlier last 
year by H. Borrah Kavelin, a member of the 
Universal House of Justice. 

An auction held during the conference raised 
$745 for the International Fund, with another 
$118 contributed to help to defray the cost of the· 
conference. An immediate result of the 
gathering was a feature story about the Faith in 
the local newspaper. 

Spiritual Assembly of Samoa, and five pioneers 
toSamoafromAustralia, CanadaandJrtin. The 
evening was devoted to singing and dancing the 
Samoan ·siva.' Neighbors were attracted by the 
singing, came to join in, and learned something 
about the Faith in the process. 

Auxiliary Board members Nancy Phillips and 
Ernest Bruss (seated) discuss final plans for the 
'Gateways to Victory' conference held last 
October 20-21 at Bosque Farms, New Mexico, 
with (left to right) Karen Patterson, Behin 
Turfier, and conference chairman David Bower. 



New 
Hebrides 

Finland 

Nigeria 

The second National Youth Conference of the 
Baha'is of New Hebrides was held last August 
23-26 in the goal village of Eton, Efate, at a 
specially prepared campsite close to the beach. 

Youth from as far away as Malaysia and New 
Caledonia joined young people from Vila, 
Erakor and Fila islands to hear Auxiliary Board 
members Alick Soalo and Hnaloane Palene and 
others cover a variety of topics. 

During the conference, Baha'is visited the 
chief of Eton to ask if a public meeting might be 
held in the village. Permission was given, and on 
the Saturday evening of the conference more 

Finland's two Auxiliary Board members and 
seven members of its National Spiritual 
Assembly were among the more than 150 
believers from seven countries who attended that 
country's annual Baha'i Summer School last 
July 5-7. 

In addition to Finland, believers from Canada, 
Germany, iran, Sweden, the United Kingdom 
and the United States participated in the school. 

A public meeting and concert were held 
during the school, while 17 children attended a 
program entitled "God's Creation." 

than 60 people, mostly women and children, 
heard talks on Progressive Revelation, and why 
the Baha'i youth were in Eton. Two slide shows 
also were presented. 

Among the activities planned to follow the 
conference were a teaching-deepening weekend 
in September, and a display at the Vila 
Agricultural Show on September 1. 

The youth also agreed to support deepenings 
and firesides on Vila, Erakor and Fila islands, 
and to form a Baha'i Club at Malapoa College. 

Bahd'is from Finland, Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark, Germany, Great Britain, the United 
States and jran attended the BaM'i summer 
school at Jyviiskylii, Finland, last July. 

Dorothy Hansen (left rear), a Baha'i and poet 
who currently lives in Ghana, and Dr. Jane 
F aily of Canada (right rear), a representative of 
the Baha'i International Community for the 
International Year of the Child, traveled 
extensively in Western Africa during 1978-79, 
teaching the Faith and meeting with government 
and other officials. They are shown here during 
a visit with Ester Jonah (center), the first Bahd' i 
in Elele, River State, Nigeria. 
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Hawaii 
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George R. Ariyoshi, the governor of Hawaii, 
proclaimed September 16, 1979, 'World Peace 
Day' in Hawaii. A group ofBaha' i childrenfrom 
Oahu, clad in T-shirts bearing the BaM' i theme 
for the International Year of the Child, 'Love 
That Child,' were present at the ceremony. From· 
left to right are Richard Yasuda, Laurissa 
Brown, Candy Ford, Gov. Ariyoshi, Bill Troxel, 
Erin Quick, and Cori Troxel. The governor 
praised the BaM'is for their support of world 
peace, the United Nations, and the International 
Year of the Child. 

When Maychong Sivongxay appeared at the 
National Baha'I Office in Honolulu, Hawaii, in 
December 1978 with a letter requesting help for 
27 Laotian Baha'Is who had recently come to 
Hawaii from Thailand as refugees, the Spiritual 
Assembly of Honolulu swung quickly into 
action. 

Volunteers visited the Sivongxay family and 
the other believers, and made arrangements for 
all ofthem to attend the next Nineteen Day Feast. 

The critical circumstances of the Laotians 
were immediately apparent. None, except Mr. 
Sivongxay, could speak English. They were 
bewildered by government programs designed to 
teach them English, enroll the men in job 
training, and teach the refugees how to shop, 
ride a bus, etc. 

Every Baha'i community on Oahu offered 
assistance. Food, clothing, household items. 
toys, linen, even furniture were donated. Mr. 
Sivongxay supervised the sorting and 
distribution, prepared a list of the Laotian 
Baha'is with addresses, ages, and dates of 
arrival, and kept in close touch with everyone, 
notifying them of Baha'i activities. 

Meanwhile, the Local Spiritual Assembly 

arranged for the Laotians to hold their own 
deepening classes at the Baha'I Center. Classes 
for teaching the women and children English 
were organized, and transportation. was 
arranged. 

One of the Baha'is contacted a friend, Prof. 
John Fee, and asked him to help obtain 
workbooks and study materials for the refugees. 
Prof. Fee, who speaks Thai-which is similar 
to Laotian--offered to help teach the classes. 
Later, he helped translate for the Laotian 
believers during the Ri4van elections. 

Although informed that he could leave after 
the balloting if he wished, Prof. Fee wanted to 
stay to the end. He said he had never seen such a 
fair and just election. 

Artist Georgine Moul (second from left), who 
designed the special stage backdrop and props 
used by the BaM' i community of Honolulu in its 
World Unity Day observance at the Waikiki 
bandstand last June 2, stands by as the final 
touches are added. More than 200 people 
attended the event whose theme was 'One 
Planet, One People . .. Please.' The program 
featured a variety of entertainers and dance 
groups, both Baha'i and non-BaIui'i . 



Portugal 

Costa 
Rica 

Germany 

More than 80 Baha'is and their children 
attended Portugal's annual Baha'i Summer 
School last August 25-September I in the village 
of Landeira. Classes were included on Baha'i 
history and 'living a Balui'ilife.' A highlight of 
the school occurred when, following consultation 
on the status of the International Fund, the 

When a member of the National Indian 
Teaching Committee arrived unexpectedly in 
Mojoncito, in the Talamanca area of Costa Rica, 
local Baha'is quickly notified other believers in 
the region and organized a special institute on the 
goals of the Seven Year Plan. 

About 30 Baha'is met at the local Baha'i 
Center to discuss teaching goals in Mojoncito 

About 40 Costa Rican Baha'Is attended a 
teaching institute last June IO at La Bomba, 
Costa Rica. 

Sessions dealt with "Kingdoms of Creation, " 
and with the spirit of faith that animates and 

The Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of Bad 
Mergentheim, Germany, was formed last April 
8, exactly 66 years after a visit to that town by 
'Abdu'l-Balui. Members of the Assembly are 
(back row left to right) Gertrud Haug, Ihsan 
Halabi, Angelika Halabi, Christian Haug, and 
(front row left to right) Esfandiar Rastani, Tuba 
Sabet, Massih Sabet, Gertrud Kohler, Werner 
Hartwig. 

friends decided unanimously to suggest to the 
National Spiritual Assembly that the Portuguese 
Balui'i community become financially 
self-sufficient this year. This would achieve the 
long-standing goal in Portugal of ending its 
dependence on the International Fund for 
assistance. 

and its extension teaching goal, Gavilan Canta. 
Mojoncito has held regular Baha'i children's 
classes for more than a year and is preparing to 
hold classes for youth. The community also is 
organizing special sessions for those who can't 
read or write, and donated three plots of land as 
endowments during the Five Year Plan. 

strengthens the Baha'i community. 
The friends from various communities 

consulted on the teaching work and on strategies 
for winning the goals of the Seven Year Plan. 
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Honduras 

Singapore 
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"Operation Wellspring," a recent teaching 
and proclamation campaign planned by the 
National Teaching Committee of Honduras and 
carried out along the northern coast of Honduras 
near its border with Nicaragua, resulted in these 
victories in less than one month: 

• Enrollment of more than I ,000 new 
believers. 

• Election of 19 new Local Spiritual 
Assemblies. 

• Opening of 34 localities to the Faith. 
• Translation of the Spanish pamphlet, "Que 

es la Fe Baha'I" (What Is the Baha'I Faith) into 
the ~squito language. 

• 'Dissemination of materials for children's 
classes, thousands of pamphlets and more than 
100 Baha'i books for personal deepening and/or 
study classes. 

• A lengthy interview with the governor of 
the town of Gracias aDios (in English, "Thanks 
to God"). 

The Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of 
Serangoon, Singapore, organized a symposium, 
'Toward a Better Understanding of the Child,' 
last September 29 in cooperation with the 
Serallgoon Gardens Residents' Association, a 
private organization functioning within the area 
of the Assembly. It marked the first time that a 
Spiritual Assembly in Singapore had cooperated 
with a non-BaM'i organization to bring about 
such a project. While no Baha'is spoke at the 
symposium, many excellent contacts were made, 
and the symposium was given the personal 
blessing of Dr. Lau Teik Soon, the member of 
Parliament representing the Serangoon 
Gardens constituency, who recently visited the 
Shrine of Bahli' u'lltih and BaM'i gardens in 
Haifa, Israel. The Spiritual Assembly of 
Serangoon followed up the symposium in 
November with a food-stall at the Serangoon 
Gardens Community Center. 

An invitation to a newspaper reporter to attend 
a Baha'I fireside resulted in remarkable 
publicity for the Faith in Singapore. 

lIsa Sharp, a columnist for the influential 
English-language newspaper, Straits Times, 
came to the meeting and stayed for two hours. 
She asked many questions, interviewed several 
Baha'is, and requested Baha'I books and other 
Iiter~re. 

On April 24, 1979, the Straits Times printed a 
full-page article aboutthe Baha'i Faith including 
a photograph of 'Abdu'I-Baha. 

The Straits Times, with a circulation of 
202,000, reaches almost all English-speaking 
homes and offices in Singapore, and is read by 

• Meetings with numerous public officials 
and teachers, many of whome are now Baha'is. 

• A 24-hour prayer vigil dedicated to the 
Baha'IS in Persia on July 9, the anniversary of 
the Martyrdom of the Bab. 

A report from Auxiliary Board member BiU 
Stover, who participated in the campaign, says 
the Baha'is in Honduras are engaged in mass 
conversion and "entry by troops." 

"Right now," his report says, "we have 
whole villages that are either all Bahli' i or have a 
Baha'i population well over 50 per cent ... 

"In short, we have mass conversion on our 
hands, and we need to develop new ideas and 
new projects and new programs to cope with our 
changing and expanding communities. " 

an estimated 750,000 people each day. 
The article on the Faith was comprehensive. 

fair and friendly. Included was an interview with 
Shirin Fozdar. one of Singapore's flISt Baha'i 
pioneers who is well known and widely 
respected in that country. The article described 
her as one of Asia's "leading fighters" for 
women's rights. 



Bermuda 

Ten Baha'is from California donated their 
resources, time and talent last July tei a benefit 
concert in Bermuda sponsored by the Bermudian 
government's National Coordinating Committee 
for the International Year of the Child (IYC). 

The Baha'is who flew to Bermuda to 
participate in the event and spend time teaching 
and proclaiming the Faith on the island were 
singers Leslie and Kelly Bulkin; musicians Bob 
Gundry, Paul Blote, Don Reed, Gary Bulkin, 
and Ernest (Chip) Bruss; Joan Nemour, Bill 
Nemour, and Stacy Nemour. 

Mr. Gundry wrote the song "Tomorrow 
Belongs to the Children," which was chosen by 
the United Nations as the official song for the 
International Year of the Child. 

A feature article on the group's visit appeared 
in the "happenings" section of the Mid-Ocean 
News. An interview with the Honorable David 
Gibbons, premier of Bermuda, was televised, 
and the group did a half-hour radio interview. 

Proceeds from the IYC concert were used to 
help build a Cultural Center in Bermuda. 

Mrs. Georgia Sanchez-Stevens, a member of 
the Bermuda Teaching Committee, was invited 

The Honorable David Gibbons, premier of 
Bermuda, received a delegation of Baha'is and 
officials of the Bermuda Committee for the 
International Year of the Child last July. Shown 
here (left to right) are Stacy Nemour, Joan 
Nemour, Paul Blote, Bill Nemour, Bob Gundry, 
Georgia Sanchez-Stevens, IYC officials Alfred 
Eve, Conchita Ming and Roger Titlenton, Premier 
Gibbons, Don Reed, Leslie Bulkin, Kelly Bulkin. 
The interview with the premier was carried on 
Bermuda television. 

earlier last year to become a member of the 
National IYC Committee for Bermuda. The IYC 
Committee invited Dr. Victor de Araujo, the 
Baha'i International Community's 
representative to the United Nations, to visit 
Bermuda in November as the keynote speaker at 
its International Year of the Child Conference at 
the South Hampton Princess Hotel. 

A proclamation event at Fort Hamilton, 
Bermuda, last July featured entertainment by 
BaM'is (left to right) Bob Gundry (keyboards), 
Anna Basdon (Bermuda BaM'i), singers Kelly 
and Leslie Bulkin, Gary Bulkin (congas), Chip 
Bruss (guitar), and Paul Blote (bass). 
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Memories of 
, Abdu'I-Baha 

(The fo~lowing article is excerpted from Ramona A. 
Brown's new book, Memories of 'Abdu'l-Baha. published re
cently by the U.S. Bahtff Publishing Trust. The book is a 
moving account of the early days of the Faith in California, 
days highlighted by the visit, in 19 J2, of 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
Ramona Brown (1889-1975), one of the earliest believers in 
the San Francisco area, witnessed some of the first stirrings 
of the Faith in California. Two excerpts are featured here, 
the first from Part I, . 'Early Believers in California," and 
the secondfrom Part 2, " 'Abdu'l-Baha in California." Parts 
3 and 4, not represented here, are entitled "After 
'Abdu'i-Baha Returned to Haifa" and . 'Coda." -Ed.) 
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Ella Goodall Cooper, addressed by 'Abdu'I-BaM as 'Jewel of the Spirit,' 
and termed byShoghiEffendi a Herald of the Covenant and a 'dearly loved 
handmaid' of 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

From Part J 
"Early Believers in California" 

Our early Feasts were held in the home of Helen Goodall 
and conducted according to written instructions from the Mas
ter. Usually there were about thirty friends present. Some
times a recently returned pilgrim would give an account of his 
visit with 'Abdu'l-Baha, or Helen or Ella would read with 
great joy a message or a Tablet from Him. The early Feasts 
were not like the Feasts of today because at that time we did 
not have the Administrative Order. For the believers coming 
into the Faith today it may seem very natural that the Ad
ministrative Order is functioning vigorously. I wonder if they 
realize the sacrifice, effort, and time that was spent by those 
early believers who, at the direction of the MaSter, estab
lished and set in motion the administrative pattern. We had 
no books to study, no National Spiritual Assembly to direct 
us, no Guardian to guide us, no Universal House of Justice to 
lead us. We relied upon Tablets and instructions from our 

The home of Helen Goodall at 1537 Jackson St., Oakland, 
California, where many BaM' ( meetings were held in the early 
1900's. 

beloved 'Abdu'I-Baha and His letters of praise for those who 
were firm and steadfast in working to spread the fragrances, 
love, and unity of His Father's Faith. 

Before we gathered for Feasts each one of us prepared 
himself with prayers, knowing that 'Abdu'l-Baha-our be
loved Master, who carried the burden of all of the Baha'is on 
His shoulders-had said· He would be present in spirit in our 
midst. We were met at the door by Helen and Ella, their faces 
illumined with beautiful smiles. We were soon seated at two 
long tables in the lovely dining room. There was no worldly 
chatter or trivial conversation. When we were seated at the 
table, Mrs. Goodall asked for a moment of quiet, and we 
silently said the Greatest Name. Then one of the believers 
passed from friend to friend anointing our foreheads with rose 
perfume and saying, "As this perfume is to the nostrils, so 
may this spiritual food refresh the soul." This gesture was 
not a ritual, but it spread the fragrance of roses throughout the 
room, adding sweetness, and gave us time for meditation and 
silent prayers. Each one then read a verse from The Hidden 
Words of Baha' u'Udh, often followed by a prayer sent by 
'Abdu'I-Baha to Helen, which she read. After that we en
joyed the delicious material feast prepared for the guests. As 
we left, Helen and Ella said good-bye to us at the door and 
gave each of us some flowers from the tables. We left feeling 
closer to 'Abdu'I-Baha and with love in our hearts for each 
other. 
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I remember that one evening Ella Bailey was chosen to 
anoint our foreheads with rose perfume. Ella was a school 
teacher in Berkeley for many years and one of the early be
lievers who attended the meetings at Helen's home. She was 
truly a blessed soul with a sweet, charming, ready smile. In 
1909 she received the following Tablet from 'Abdu'I-Baba: 

. To Ella M. Bailey, 
Upon her be Baba'u'lhih! 

He is God! 
o thou maidservant of God! 

Be thou not sad on account of past vicissitudes and 
troubles, neither be tliou discouraged by hardships and 
difficulties. 

Be thou hopeful in the Bounty of the True One, and 
be thou happy and rejoiced in the love of God. 

This world is the arena of tests, trials, and calamities. 
All the existing things are targets for the arrows of mor
talities; therefore, one must not feel sad or disheartened 
on account of the travails or become hopeless over the 
intensity of misfortune and distress. 

Praise be to God that thou hast found the guidance of 
God, hast entered into the Kingdom of God, hast at
tained to peace and tranquility, and hast obtained a 
share from the Everlasting Bounty and Mercy. 

Therefore, pass the remaining days of thy life with 
the utmost joy and fragrance; and, with a joyful heart 
and tranquil mind, live and act under the protection of 
His Highness, the Clement. 

Upon thee be Baha-AI-Abba! 
ABDUL BAHA ABBASi 

It was Ella Bailey whom Shoghi Effendi named "the first 
American martyr to be laid to rest in African soil." Ella had 
been a cripple since childhood, never in good health, rarely 
free of pain. Despite her afflictions she taught the Baba'i 
Faith throughout her life and made many little-known sac
rifices. Ella was a living example of courage to her many 
friends, always happy and ready to do all she could for the 
Cause. She was [the frrst] chairman of the Berkeley Spiritual 
Assembly [in 1925-26]. 
- In 1953 Ella Bailey attended the dedication of the Baba'i 

House of Worship in Wilmette [and the launching of The Ten 
Year Crusade]. She returned to her home in the Berkeley 
Women's City Club, where she had always welcomed friends 
and inquirers. Soon after her return, in response to Shoghi 
Effendi's call for pioneers at that time, she arose with sub
lime courage to fill a post. At eighty-eight years of age, in 
failing health, she flew to Tripoli, Libya, to be with Robert 
Gulick and his family, there "to lay her. bones" as she told 
me before she left. Z (That expression had been used at the 
dedication in reference to elderly Baha'is who wished to 
pioneer.) 

Ella recounted that once, during an interview with 
'Abdu'I-Baba, He had gazed a long time out of the window 
and then repeated her name several times, "Ella Bailey, Ella 
Bailey, Ella Bailey!" Then He turned to her and said, "He 
who loves Ella Bailey loves Me." 
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Above, 'Abdu'/-Balui is surrounded by children and their par
ents on the steps of the home of Helen Goodall in Oa/cland, 
California, on October 12, 1912. Below, Mrs. Goodall, called 
by 'Abdu'I-Balui the 'Spiritual Mother of the (Oa/cland) Con
firmed Community,' stands in the garden of the Master's home 
in Haifa in 1920. . 

The frrst Unity Feast in the Oakland area was held at the 
Goodall home on March 3, 1908. The following July a Tablet 
was received and read by Helen in which the Master wrote of 
that Feast: " 'Abdu'I-Baha with His heart and sOul was present 
at your Naw-Ruz Feast. He associated and took part in your 
happiness, joy, and harmonious union.· Therefore, thank God 
that ye had such a Friend and Caller; notwithstanding the dis
tance of the thousands of miles, He was present in spirit at 
your Feast of love. " 

All of our early Feasts in Helen's home were very spiritual. 
The friends showed great love for each other and made great . 
sacrifices to attend. Those were glorious times! There was 
such love among the friends that we seemed to be as one, and 
to this day we feel a special bond. 



--------------------------------------------~-~.~--=.=-------

Thornton Chase, designated by 'Abdu'l-Balui as the first American Balui'i, 
embraced the Cause of God in Chicago in 1894. He is buried in Inglewood, 
California, a suburb of Los Angeles. 

From Part 2 
.. 'Abdu'l-Balui in California" 

In the late afternoon of October 16 the Master was host for 
a wonderful Feast at Helen Goodall's home in Oakland. 
There were one hundred and twenty present from California, 
Oregon, and Washington. 3 There were Dutch, French, Swiss, 
Persian, English, Japanese, and Canadian friends. A young 
Hindu attended, and 'Abdu'l-Baha said of him, "This Hindu 
son is a son of Mine. " 

The three large rooms-the drawing room, the library, and 
the dining room--and the spacious entrance hall held long 
tables where the friends sat. The tables were decorated with 
yellow and gold chrysanthemums and fall-colored flowers. 
Large bowls filled with luscious fruits, candies, and cakes 
were in abundance. When we were all seated, the Master in
vited us to partake of the delicious food that was served. He 
stood between the spacious hall and the drawing room so that 
all of the friends could hear Him, and He said: 

Praise be to God! you are the guests of Mrs. Goodall. 
With the utmost love has she prepared this feast, and 
every kind of food is before you .... 

At left, 'Abdu'I-BaM in front of the Goodall home on 
October 23, 1911, talking with friends including a 
group of East Indian students who had attended 
Frances Orr Allen's Bahci'i classes in Berkeley. 

This is a heavenly feast, an excellent meeting. . . . 
The Supreme Concourse is now beholding this assem
blage, proclaiming aloud: "Blessed are ye! Blessed are 
yet Blessed are ye who are the servants of 
BAHA'O'LLAH! Blessed are ye who are the manifestors 
offaith! Blessed are ye who have such radiant counten
ances! Blessed are ye whose hearts are like unto rose 
gardens. 4 

We were blessed, He told us, for we had the bounty of His 
presence commemorating Baha'u'lllih among us. 

'Abdu'l-Baha strolled from room to room, pausing now 
and then to take a piece of fruit or a sweet and put it on 
someone's plate. I was seated next to Madame Khan. I re
member that He. placed candy on our plates. She took hers 
and, as is the custom in Persia when one receives a precious 
gift, raised it to her heart, her lips, and her forehead before 
eating it. When He passed by or paused near us, we stopped 
eating; but He asked us to continue enjoying the bountiful 
repast while He talked. 

As the Master walked through the rooms, He spoke of His 
Father's Revelation, telling us how we could Qecome follow-
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ers in His path. The rooms seemed filled with His radiance, 
and His smile included us all. The feeling of happiness was 
almost overpowering! Each one felt His love pouring over us. 

Praise be to God! you are imbued with spiritual sus
ceptibilities, for verily you have been gathered together 
in this meeting through the love of God. It is the bounty 
of the Kingdom which has summoned you here. It is 
the Most Great Guidance which has called you here. It 
is the power of attraction which has drawn you together 
here, and it is the bestowal of the Kingdom of ABHA 
which has invited you to this feast. These are spiritual 
susceptibilities, and these are emanations of the consci
ence. Because of these susceptibilities, this radiant 
youth is seated here, and in the utmost of love I am 
patting him on the shoulder. 5 

The young man'Abdu'I-Baha mentioned was Mr. Robinson, 
the husband of Ella's cousin Alice Robinson. I wondered why 
'Abdu'I-Baha had chosen this young man for such a blessing. 

Later Mr. John W. Matteson, who was seated with me at 
the same table, told me this story. These were days· of 
spiritual investigation for many of the friends, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Matteson were searching for truth. When he saw the 
Master put His hands on that young man's shoulder, Mr. 
Matteson thought to himself, "If 'Abdu'I-Baha did that same 
thing to me, I would believe." However, the Master strolled 
into the other rooms. Presently He returned to that room, 

. walked straight to Mr. Matteson, and placed His hands upon 
the young man's shoulders. From that moment Mr. Matteson 
became, until his death in 1958, one of the most faithful fol
lowers of BaM'u'Ilab. He and his wife, Berdette, served in 
outstanding ways, and their son and daughter-in-law, Lome 
and Eleanor, and their sons, are all ardent and active Baha'IS 
in the Bay Area. Berdette Matteson passed away in Hayward, 
California, in January 1971. 

The Feast was almost over when suddenly 'Abdu'I-Baha 
started up the stairway leading from the. hall. There was a 
hush· as we watched Him go, and we thought that He was 
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leaving us. The Master stopped on a small balcony, halfway 
to the second floor, in front of a beautiful stained glass win
dow. Then He stepped forward and, extending His arms with 
palms upturned, chanted this beautiful benediction: 

o kind Lord, verily this assemblage is longing for 
Thee and loving Thy beauty. Verily, these friends are 
set aglow with the fire of Thy love and are joyful be
cause of Thy presence. They have turned to Thy King
dom, seeking naught but Thy good pleasure, desiring 
naught but to pursue Thy pathway, and seeking naught 
save Thy good will. Not a day passes but they areoc
cupied with Thy commemoration and are ever ready to 
serve Thee. 

o God, illumine these hearts. 0 God, make joyous 
these lives. 0 Lord, suffer these souls to attain to the 
superlative degree of spirituality in the world of human
ity. 0 Lord, suffer these souls to become truly disting
uished, and make them the manifestors of Thy favor 
and the recipients of Thy good gifts. Shine upon them 
with Thy radiant splendor, waft over them the breeze of 
Thy providence, and pour upon them the rain of be
stowals from the clouds of Thy generosity. Thus these 
souls, like the flowers of the rose garden, shall grow in 
verdure and freshness, and among all mankind shall 
they be redolent of delightful fragrance. 

o Lord, confirm them all in Thy service, and aid 
them in guiding others to Thee. Brighten the eyes 
through witnessing Thy great signs; fill the ears with 
harmonies through Thy melodies; and refresh the nos
trils through the fragrances of Thy Kingdom. Confer 
upon these souls the life everlasting, gathering them all 
together beneath the tabernacle of the oneness of the 
world of humanity. 

Verily, Thou art the Almighty! Verily, Thou art the 
Powerful! Verily, Thou art the Giver of good gifts.6 

The Master continued up the stairs. Soon we all departed with 
hearts' and minds filled with the wonder of 'Abdu'I-Baha. 

'Abdu'l-Balui with friends from many cities in California who 
gathered for the Feast on October 16, /9/2, at the Goodall 
home in Oakland. 



Since the authors ·of Memories of 'Abdu'I-Baha were un
able to document all of the details in the book, the foreword 
states the following: "The variety of sources used in the 
book, ranging as they do from authorized, published transla
tions of the works of Baha'u'lhih, 'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi 
Effendi, to unpublished translations of Tablets of 
'Abdu'I-Baha sent to the early Baha'is, to stenographically 
recorded talks, informal notes, letters, and memories of 
numerous events, call's for a word of caution. Shoghi Effendi, 
in a letter written on his behalf, has stated that 'Baha'u'lllih 
has made it clear enough that only those things that have been 
revealed in the form of Tablets have a binding power over the 
friends. Hearsays may be matters of interest but can in no 
way claim authority. . . . This being a basic principle of the 
Faith we should not confuse Tablets that were actually re
vealed and mere talks attributed to the Founders of the Cause. 
The first have absolute binding authority while the latter can 
in no way claim our obedience. The highest thing this can 
achieve is to influence the activities of one who has heard the 
saying in person. ' 

" ... For the binding words of 'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi 
Effendi one should go to the authorized, published texts. The 
hearsays or ~membrances of 'Abdu'l-Baha, filtered through 
the experiences and interpretations of the early Baha'is who 
met Him, one should place in a distinctly separate, non
binding category. Yet such memoirs ... give one a sense of 
the vibrance, of the love and patience, of the foresight and 
wisdom of 'Abdu'l-Baha. Such accounts are not binding, to 
be sure; but they are treasures of the early days of the Baha'i 
Faith, priceless accounts of how 'Abdu'l-Baha's words influ
enced the lives of the authors." -Ed. 

FOOTNOTES 

From Part 1: 
1. National Baha'i Archives, Wilmette, Illinois; the house 

style for the transliteration of Persian and Arabic words and 
for punctuation has been used. 

2. Ella Bailey was eighty-eight when she died. See Robert 
L.Gulick, Jr., "Ella M. Bailey," Baha'i World, Vol. XII. 
pp.685-88. 

From Part 2: 

3. Frances Orr Allen, in "Abdu'l-Baha in San Francisco, 
California," Star of the West, 3, no. 13 (Nov. 4, 1912), 
notes that 110 attended.-Ed. 

4. 'Abdu'l-Baba, "Abdu'l-Baha at the Nineteen-Day 
Feast: October 16, 1912, at the home of Mrs. HelenS. 
Goodall, Oakland, California," Star of the West, 4, no. 12 
(Oct. 16, 1-913), 203. 

5. Ibid. 
6. Ibid., p. 209. 

Reprinted by permission from Memories of 'Abdu'l-Baha: 
Recollections of the Early Days of the Baha'i Faith in 
California. Copyright C 1980 by the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of the United States. Published by the 
U.S. Baha'i Publishing Trust (cloth. catalog No. 7-32-10, 
$9.95. 122 pp .• 29 sepia tone photographs. notes, index). 
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The Netherlands holds 
its first National 
Chiidren'sConference 

8 Baht" NewelFebNary 1980 

More than 100 childrenfrom many 
Dutch BaM'i communities gathered last 
September I at Lelystad for the first 
National BaM' i Children's Conference 
in the Netherlands. 

A number of non-BaM' i children from 
the Lelystad area also attended the 
conference. 

The day's activities were led by the 
children and included prayers, music, 
discussions, creative projects and games 
centered around the theme of the 
International Year of the Child. 

A group of BaM' i youth was busy all 
day producing a special Children's 
Conference newspaper, copies of which 
were given to each of the participants at 
the close of the conference. -

Topics discussed by groups at the 
conference included racial prejudice, 
and the prejudices of culture and 
religion. An afternoon recreation period 
was highlighted by singing and the 
baking and eating of pancakes. 

The pancakes were cooked and eqten 
under a large tent (left photo) near the 
building in which the conference waS 
held. 

Craft projects (top photo opposite 
page) kept the children busy and happy 
while enabling them to felease their 
creative energy. 

Following the afternoon recreation 
period, BaM'i and non-Bahu'i children 
released helium-filled -, 'Love That 
Child'; balloons (bottom photo opposite 
page). 



._ •• ______ MM ____ ........ 
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Hawaii 

Spain 

The Baha'C float in the 1979 "Aloha Week" 
- parade in Honolulu, Hawaii, won first prize in 

the non-commercial division and an honorable 
mention for the International Year of the Child 
award. 

Competing with floats from other religious 
and community organizations, the float built by 
members of the Baha'C community of Hawaii 
was presented the Mayor's Award as best in its 
category. 

Aloha Week is observed each year in Hawaii 
to recall the days when the islands were ruled by 
Kings and Queens. The theme of this year's 
parade was "Hawaii's People." 

More than·too Baha'is helped with carpentry, 
plastering, pasting on flowers, painting and 
other tasks involved in building the float whose 
design included butterflies,bees, a cat, and more , 
than 40,000 real flowers. Lettering on both sides 
of the float read, "Love That Child," while the 
words "Baha'i Faith" appeared in front and 
back. 

Children from various ethnic backgrounds 
wearing' 'Love That Child' , T-shirts rode on the 
float. 

Two Baha'is who are international lawyers 
represented the Baha'iInternationai Community 
last September 16-20 at the ninth Conference on 
the Law of the World in Madrid, Spain. 

Miss Jyoti Munsiff of the United Kingdom 
and Albert Lincoln of the Central African 
Republic presented the views of the Faith at 
various seminars and discussions, and 
distributed literature about the Faith to 
participants. 

The King of Spain addressed the conference, 
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The float built by members of the BaM'i 
community of Hawaii won first prize in the 
non-commercial division last September 22 in 
the annual 'Aloha Week' parade in Honolulu. 
The float's design, built around the theme 'Love 
That Child,' featuredflowers, bees, a cat, and 
butteiflies whose wings moved up and down. 
This marked the 13th year in which Balrd'is have 
entered afloat in the parade. Over the years, the 
BaJui'is have won five first place awards, three 
second place, and one third place. This year's 
Bahti'ifloat was chosen to lead the par.ade, 
which was televised throughout Hawaii. 

The parade, on Saturday, September 22, was 
seen by more than 80,000 people who lined its 
route in Honolulu and Waikiki. Hundreds of 
thousands more watched on television in 
Hawaii; videotaped highlights were shown on 
national TV on the mainland on Thanksgiving 
Day. 

which was attended by about 1,500 delegates 
from 120 nations, 50 of whom are judges. 

All delegates wore name badges with the 
name of their country, except for the two Baha'i 
representatives who simply had the word 
"Baha'i"after their.names, indicating their 
international status as members of the Faith. 



Dominica 

Sweden 

Baha'is on the Caribbean island of Montserrat 
rendered outstanding service during the recent 
havoc caused by hurricanes David and 
Frederick, helping a great deal in getting aid 
quickly to the places it was needed most. 

After Hurricane David swept through 
Dominica, leaving that island without telephone 
or telegraph communications, a ham (amateur) 
radio operator was able to get his set going and 
begin relaying messages. 

One of the first to hear his signal was Errol 
(Bobby) Martin, who is vice-chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 

. the Leeward and Virgin Islands, and an assistant 
to the Auxiliary Board. Mr. Martin also is an 
officer of the MQntserrat Amateur Radio 
Society. 

Montserrat boasts the most powerful radio 
transmitter in the hemisphere, easily heard in 
Dominica. Messages from Dominica were 
relayed to Mr. Martin, who in turn sent them to 
Radio Antilles for broadcast. For days this radio 
chain was the only communications link 
between Dominica and the rest of the world, as 
well as between .the government on Dominica 
and its own people. 

Eighteen children from Uppsala, Sweden's 
Red Cross youth organization participated last 
October 24 in a United Nations Day program 
sponsored by the Baha'i community of 
Uppsala. Eighteen Baha'is and 16 seekers also 
attended the event, which included songs and 
entertainment by two 8-year-old Baha'i 

The Spiritual Assembly of PartiIle, formed 
in 1976-the first to be formed in Sweden 
during the Five Year Plan-now boasts seven 

t. 
-------_ .. - ----

As Hurricane Frederick approached close 
behind David, communications between the 
Caribbean islands remained tenuous. Mr. Martin 
was on the air early every morning, keeping up 
with the path of the second hurricane through 
radio operators in the U.S. Virgin Islands and 
Florida. 

Also helping was another Baha'i, Julian 
Rogers, who recently arrived from Barbados to 
become program director at Radio Antilles and 
spent eight straigh.t days at the station during the 
crisis period. 

Mr. Rogers made certain that Radio Antilles 
kept everyone informed of the hurricanes' paths 
and what precautions to take. It was through Mr. 
Rogers that Kurt Waldheim, secretary-general 
of the United Nations, sent an offer of aid to the 
government of stricken Dominica. 

Although there was considerable loss of 
property, there were no reports of deaths among 
the Baha'is of Dominica. 

No lives were lost on Montserrat, which has 
120 registered Baha'is in its population of about 
15,000. 

children and a presentation entitled 'An 
International Perspective on the Conditions of 
Children' by pediatrician Mehari 
Gebre-Medhin and Hans Odemyr, a member 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of Sweden. 
The event received wide coverage in local 
newspapers and on the radio. 

new believers since March 1979. Partille is a 
small town near Gothenburg. 
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Bangladesh Nearly 50 BaM' is, including pioneers and two 
Auxiliary Board members, were present last 
August /7-/9 at a regional teaching conference 
in Mymensingh, Bangladesh. Among the topics 
discussed were living a Bahd' i life, obedience to 
the Administrative Order, the importance of 
giving to the Fund, and the importance of 
teaching. 

The Regional Teaching Committee of Rajshahi, 
Bangladesh, sponsored a Teaching Conference 
last September 2/-23 at the district 
/fa7.iratu'I-Quds in Rajshahi. Twenty-eight 
Bahd'is from four localities came together for 
deepening and encouragement to participate 
more actively in helping to win the goals of the 
first two-year phase of the Seven Year Plan. 
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Twenty-two Bahli'is representing 14 
,communities, five guests andfour children 
attended a Regional Teaching Conference in 
the southwest zone of Bangladesh last October 
5-6. The believers pledged toform 13 Local 
Spiritual Assemblies. begin five children's 
classes, and donate three parcels of landfor 
Bahli'i Centers. 



----------------------------------------~~.~---== .. -------------

New 
Zealand 

Bermuda 

The Baha'is of New Zealand held a National 
Youth Conference this summer, their first such 
gathering of the Seven Year Plan, at Awahou 
Marae, just north of Roturua on New Zealand's 
North Island. 

Among those who attended the conference 
was Dr. Cheli Sundrum, a Continental 
Counsellor for South East Asia. 

Speakers included Auxiliary Board member 
Owen Battrick who spoke of the sacrifices of 

Dr. Victor de Araujo, the Baha'i 
International Community's representative to 
the United Nations, was the keynote speaker 
last November at an International Year of the 
Child banquet in Bermuda. 

Speaking to an audience that included His 
Excellency Sir Peter Ramsbotham, governor of 
Bermuda; the Hon. Dr. Clarence James, 
minister of Health and Social Services; and the 
U.S. Consulate General, Dr. de Araujo 
stressed the importance of world unity in 
improving the conditions of its children in an 
address entitled "No Child Is an Island. " 

Although the gathering was a Bermuda . 
natio,nal IYC event, a Baha'i prayer for 
mankind was read at the banquet, and a 
workshop the following day included a Baha'i 
prayer for uni'ty. 

In addition to his banquet address, Dr. de 
Araujo discussed political and religious 
awareness in our children during a conference 
workshop session on November 17. His arrival 
in Bermuda received newspaper and television 
coverage. 

A large number of non-Baha'is attended the 
conference, which was sponsored by the 
Bermudian government's IYC Coordinating 
Committee. Many pieces of Baha'i literature 

Baha'i youth during the early years of the cause 
in a talk entitled, "From the Bab to You." 

Other talks covered topics ranging from faith, 
steadfastness, and assurance to marriage and 
education. 

The conference also featured a concert, skits, 
games, poems, prayers, songs, a basketball 
game, and a visit to nearby hot springs. 

Dr. Victor de Araujo, the BaM'i International 
Community's representative to the Uniied 
Nations, was the keynote speaker last 
November at the IYC Conference in Bermuda 
sponsored by the Bermuda International Year 
of the Child Coordinating Committee. Dr. de 
Araujo was greeted on his arrival in Bermuda 
by Lady Ramsbotham, the wife of the governor 
of Bermuda and honorary chairman of the 
Bermuda IYC Committee. Also on hand to 
welcome him were Georgia Sanchez-Stevens 
(left), a Baha'i pioneer to Bermudafrom the 
U.S. and IYC Committee public relations 
officer, and Conchita Ming (right), chairman 
of the Bermuda IYC Committee. 

were distributed, while the Baha'i exhibit 
booth, one of 10 at the conference, drew 
considerable attention with its' 'Love That 
Child" and "Children Give Color to the 
World" themes. 
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West 
Africa 

Australia 
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The Hand of the Cause of God Ra1!matu'lldh 
Muhdjir (standing left of center in white shirt 
and tie) traveled through four West African 
countries ona teaching trip that began in June 
1979 and ended the following month. Dr. 
Muhdjir visited villages in Togo, Ivory Coast, 

Sixty women from Victoria State, Australia, 
attended the first Baha'i Women's Conference 
in Victoria State last August 19. 

The conference was co-sponsored by the 
Auxiliary Board and the Local Spiritual 
Assembly of Moorabbin. It was held in 
response to the Seven Year Plan message from 
the Universal House of Justice that calls for 
" ... the encouragement of Baha'i women to 
exercise to the full their privileges and 
responsibilities in the work of the . 
community ... " 

The keynote speaker was Dr. Janet Khan, a 
member of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Australia. Her talk, based on the Writings of 
'Abdu'l-Baha, was entitled "What Equality 
Really Means ... 

The Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is ofTumut 
Shire, New South Wales, Australia, recently 
sponsored its second annual Education 
Seminar. Eight non-Baha'is attended the event. 
TWQ days before the seminar, the Spiritual 
Assembly of Tumut Shire sponsored a booth in 
the high school's 'career days' program. The 
theme of the Baha'i booth was' My Career as a 
Parent.' 

the Cameroon Republic, and Benin where 
native believers were contacted and 
encouraged to take an active role in the 
teaching work. Many villagers declared their 
belief in BaM' u'Uah during this group 
teaching effort led by Dr. Muhajir. 

Morning sessions were devoted to a 
discussion of the lives of the central women 
figures of the Heroic Age of the Faith: Tahirih 
and Bahiyyih Khanum, the "Greatest Holy 
Leaf. " Afternoon sessions included 
discussions of the kinds of reinforcement 
women can give one another in their Baha'i 
work and lives. 

Two local papers publicized the event. The 
Sunday Observer ran the headline "Baha'i 
First" above an article on the day of the 
conference; The Age printed interviews with 
two women who were attending the 
conference. 

, .. 



::>ublications Daily Lessons Received at 'Akkd: January 
1908, by Helen S. Goodall and Ella Goodail 
Cooper (73 pp., appendices, notes; paperback. 
Price in U.S.: $4.85 NET) . 

• 
Daily Lessons is one of the earliest 

published accounts of life in the prison 
household of 'Abdu'I-Baha. It includes 
descriptions of the authors' pilgrimage, 
anecdotes about interesting incidents, and 
questions answered by the Master. 

Also featured are several talks by Haji Mirza 
Haydar- 'Alf-a well-known Persian teacher of 
the Faith-and letters from 'Abdu'I-Baha to 
the book's authors. 

Originally published in 1908 by the Baha'i 
Publishing Society, the book has been revised 
for this new edition. 

Earlier this year, the Publishing Trust 
reprinted another personal account of an early 
pilgrimage-Ten pays in the Light of 'Akkd, 
by Julia M. Grundy (paperback, $4.85 NET). 

Daily Lessons takes its title not just from the 
direct oral instruction of 'Abdu'I-Baha, but 
also from the lessons He taught by His deeds. 

On each day of the authors' two-week 
pilgrimage in 1908, 'Abdu'I-Baha invited His 
visitors to luncheon, where He greeted them 
with a few words in English and spoke on 
various matters. However, the authors 
observed, "If He never spoke one word to the 
pilgrims, the only lesson necessary would be 
His daily life." 

Some of the subjects 'Abdu'I-Baha spoke 
about to the pilgrims were sacrifice, accidental 

Lote Tree, a new stereo LP featuring the Hand 
ofthe Cause of God William Sears, is now being 
distributed by the U.S. Baha'i Publishing Trust. 
The price in the U.S. is $10 each. 

Lote Tree combines the talents of Mr. Sears 
and entertainers Seals and Crofts, Walter 
Heath, England Dan and John Ford Coley, 
and Danny Deardorff. It was arranged 
by Russell Garcia and produced by a . 
team of top professionals including Louis 
Shelton and Joseph Bogan. 

The first side includes songs and narration 
about the Bab, Baha'u'llah, 'Abdu'I-Baha, 
Shoghi Effendi, and the Universal House of 
Justice. Mr. Sears' narration sets the mood and 
helps the listener understand the significance 
of the Baha'i Faith. 

The second side consists of five songs 
written and recorded by Baha'is. 

Lote Tree was produced by Prism 
Productions to raise money for the 
International Baha'i Fund and to make an 
artistic contribution to the Baha'i community. 
The album can help create a Baha'i 
atmosphere in one's home. It can also be 
presented as a gift or be used for deepenings, 
firesides, and radio proclamations. 

happenings, evil thoughts, automatic writing, 
miracles, and the journey of the Israelites. 

To order Daily Lessons Received at 'Akkti or 
Ten Days in the Light of 'Akkti, see "How to 
order" below. 

How to Order: Please order from your 
librarian, Baha'i Publishing Trust, or 
Sales/Distribution Committee. If necessary, 
order directly from the Baha'i Publishing 
Trust, 415 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, IL 
60091 U.S.A. 

Postage and handling: Inside U.S.: Add 75 
cents on orders under $5. Outside U.S.: For 
surface shipment, add 10 per cent of order 
(minimum $1.50). 

LOTl m[ 
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One hundred guests including representatives of 17 gov
ernment missions to the United Nations attended a luncheon 
last November 27 hosted by the Baha'i International Com
munity at 77 United Nations Plaza, New York, as a part of 
the worldwide Baha'i cooperation during the International 
Year of the Child. 

Also present at the gathering, whose theme was "The 
Violence-Free Society: A Gift for Our Children," were 
members of the UN Secretariat and representatives of non
governmental organizations (NGO's) at the UN. 

They heard talks by three speakers: Edward Marks, as
sociate director of the IYC Secretariat; Dr. William Burn
ham of the UN's Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
Branch; and Dr. Hossain B. Danesh, an assistant professor of 
psychiatry at the University of Ottawa and chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Canada. 

The luncheon theme is also the title of a monograph written 
by Dr. Danesh and published in observance of IYC by the 
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Dr. Victor de Araujo (right), representative of the Baird'; In
ternational Community to the United Nations, welcornes 
guests to a luncheon in New York City last November 27. The 
meeting was sponsored by the BaM'; International Commun
ity as a part of its commemoration of the International Year 
of the Child. Seated (left to right) are keynote speaker Dr. 
Hossain B. Danesh, chairman of the National Spiritual As
·sembly of the BaM'isofCanada; Dr. William Burnham, Un
ited Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch; 
Edward Marks, associate director, IYC SecretQTiat; and Dr. 
Wilma Brady, representative to the United Nations of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the United States. Dr. Brady and 
her alternate representative, Mrs. Nancy Mondschein, coop
erated in the organization of this BaM'i International Com
munity program. 

Canadian Association for Studies on the Baha'i Faith. Copies 
of the monograph were distributed to the guests. 

To eliminate violence in the future, said Dr. Danesh, the 
present generation of children must be taught to understand 
the organic unity of. the human race. 

"They have to be educated that they are a part and parcel 
of this universe, of this humanity," he said, ". . . that if one 
of them is going to be ill, diseased, suffering, the whole of 
the organism of mankind is going to suffer." 

In addition, he said, the child must be educated and en
couraged to grow and develop from a state of self
centeredness to a state of love and awareness for others, until 

. finally he becomes ". . . a human being who is concerned 
about others, directed by the needs of others, less and less 
preoccupied with his own wants and needs, and more and 
more willing to sacrifice his comfort and needs . . . for the 
sake of others." 

Dr. Danesh emphasized the need to educate our children to 



'The distinct contribution made by Baha'f 
communities ... is in the area of moral and 
spiritual education, based on the Teachings 
of Baha'u'liah ... ' 

be "cooperative, not competitive," saying, "We live in a 
very unusual time. It is an unusual time because it considers 
things that are abnonnal to be nonnal. Human beings are not 
by nature competitive, nor is competitiveness necessarily a 
virtue. It is imperative," he continued, "for the world com
munity and for the educators of mankind to bring to the atten
tion of mankind that the law of growth in the nonnal de
velopment of human beings eventually requires cooperation, 
and that cooperation, not competition, is the most desirable 
outcome of human growth." 

About power as the basis for society, he said, "It is very 
important to realize that power that has traditionally been 

. used in human relationships as the source of security is prov
ing to be totally ineffective." The elimination of this need for 
power, he asserted, can only come about through the de
velopment of trust between people. "Of course," he pointed 
out, "the foundation of trust is love between human beings. " 
The change from a power orientation to a love orientation, he 
feels, is one of the greatest challenges facing humanity. 

In conclusion, said Dr. Danesh, "To create a violence-free 
society, we must educate our children according to those 
principles that are in hannony with the laws of life." 

Mr. Marks briefly reviewed developments during the Inter
national Year of the Child, and expressed the hope that the 
impetus generated by }66 National Commissions would be 
maintained in the years ahead. 

He emphasized the key role played in IYC by non
governmental organizations at the UN, and paid special trib
ute to the Bahli'. International Community and its member 
aff-'Iiates-those National Spiritual Assemblies that organized 
special programs and produced special materials for IYC. 

Mr. Marks closed with these words: "The present genera
tion of adults may well prove incapable of coping with the 
changes and problems that beset our troubled times. It will 
take a new generation, a healthy and open one, to evolve the 
patterns of life, the values, the relationships and the institu
tions suitable for managing the world's problems andmaster
ing the tides of change. It is our responsibility to bring forth a 
healthy and creative new generation, by lengthening our time 
frames and adjusting our priorities and putting children di
rectly in the center of our plans and policies of development. 
This is the true significance of the International Year of the 
Child, in the context of past history and the future evolution 
of humanity ... 

Dr. Burnham offered some interesting and stimulating in-

sights into the subject of violent behavior, the progress that is 
being made in crime prevention, and the problems confront~ 
ing the criminal justice system. 

He previewed the forthcoming Sixth United Nations Con
gress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, to be held 
next August in Caracas, Venezuela, on the theme, "Crime 
Prevention and the Quality of Life." 

Regarding the Baha'. role in the future with respect to chil
dren, Dr. Victor de Araujo, chainnan of the meeting and the 
Baha'. International Community'S representative to the Un
ited Nations, said: "Since the well-being of children-their 
education and whole development-is a fundamental concern 
of the Baha'. world community, Baha'is everywhere have 
had no hesitation in supporting wholeheartedly the aims of 
the International Year of the Child, which emphasize the 
physical, emotional and mental needs of children. The dis
tinct contribution made by Baha'i communities, however, is 
in the area of moral and spiritual education, based on the 
Teachings of Bahli'u'llab. and it is for this reason that Baha'i 
communities will continue to make an important contribution 
to the future well-being of all the children of this planet." 

Comments after the meeting and during succeeding days 
suggested that the occasion had provided new knowledge and 
encouragement to those who are working to remedy the con
ditions th~t prevent the well-being of millions of children 
around the world. 

March 19801Beh6" News 3 



.- .......... ,._--------

Toward a violence-free society 

'Children ... must be educated to 
understand that they are a part and parcel 
of this universe, of this humanity, of all 

people everyWhere' 

The text of remarks by Dr. Hossain B. Danesh, assistant 
professor of psychiatry at the University of Ottawa and 
chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is 
ofCanatia, at a luncheon in New York City last November 
27 hosted by the BaM'i International Community as a part 
of the Balufi observance of the International Year of the 
Child. 

• 
I am delighted to be here. Some promises have been 

made to you as to what I am going to talk about, and I 
must tell you I am not going to talk about a number of 
issues that were brought up, mainly because I have di~us
sed them at some length in a publication (' 'The Violence
Free Society") which I understand you are going to re
ceive as you leave, so I will spare you that. 

The Year of the Child has been an interesting year for 
me because I began to-realize that in dealing with children, 
we are constantly preoccupied with two issues. One is the 
immediate now, and the other one is the future. Any time 
that we deal with our children, we have to respond to their 
needs on the spot, whether it be that they are hungry or 
they are pained or they want to be cuddled or they have 
been upset or they are happy and they want to share some-
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thing with you. It doesn't matter what, if a child needs 
something, you have to give it to him right on the. spot, 
and you can't say, "Wait a minute," and go away and 
come back 10 years later. . 

Children, by their very nature, cannot be asked to wait 
and wait and wait. And as parents, or brothers and sisters, 
we know this very well. That is probably one of the 
reasons that the agencies in the world that have been deal
ing with the children, and continue to deal with them, have 
been and continue to be preoccupied with the immediate 
needs of the children: What can we do with the millions of 
hungry children, with the sick children, with the children 
who don't have the opportunity for a better life and a bet
ter situation right now-and that's a legitimate and mar
velous concern. 

But as you know, there are other aspects of our preoc
cupation with children; namely, their future is always with 
us too. At no time can we forget about the future of our 
children. Now, the greatest tool we have with respec(to 
shaping the future of our children is education, and we talk 
about education a lot. But if we think about education for a 
moment, we can see that it has several dimensions, and 
that one of the most important characteristics of education 
is that always you see the results of it sometime in the 
future. 



'Because we live in societies that con
sider competition to be a virtue and 
absolutely necessary for human 
growth, children are competitive.' 

For example, many people have said that the '70's is the 
decade of need, of narcissism, of "me-ism," of 1-
being-the-center-of-the-world and its most important per
son, or I-being-preoccupied-with-myself or whatever it is, 
and we realize now that suddenly we are dealing with a 
generation of people who are highly self-centered. But 
these people have become self-centered because of the 
kind of education they received some 10 years ago, 15 
years ago, two years ago, and so on. So we see that educa
tion has that quality that unless you are willing to look at it 
across the dimension of time, you are going to lose the 
insight and the over-all awareness of the picture of what it 
is you wantto do. 

Basically·, there are three kinds of education; that is, we 
educate our children in three basic ways. One is education 
for their physical well-being. We try to educate our chil
dren to remain healthy in all ways and means, etc. Their 
physical education is safe, and I don't think there is any 
argument about that, although in the world we are living in 
now, the physical well-being of children is by no means 
safeguarded, and millions of children are dying, hungry, 
diseased, and so forth, but we don't have an argument that 
it really is a good thing to have healthy children. 

The second kind of education is that education we give 
our children so that they will acquire those qualities that 
can be defined as "human" qualities. We want to educate 
our children so that they can think; so that they can work 
productively; so that they can have the capacity to govern, 
to organize, to create what we know· as civilization and 
everything we have around us. This is the education to 
which we give the most attention. We become extremely 
upset and unhappy if our children don't do well in this 
area. 

There is a third kind of education. And it is this educa
tion that is usually missing. It is the education by which 
we create in children, or develop in children, an awareness 
of their reality as human beings-different from animals, 

noble in their characters; not only people who are ethical, 
but people who are noble. There is a difference between a 
noble being and merely an ethical being. An ethical 
being'-:"the ethical person-need not necessarily be aware 
of his nobility and that of other people. 

Now, this component of education has two facets that I 
would like to share with you very briefly. The first of 
these is related to a law of life; namely, that any human 
being who is alive is governed always by the law of unity. 
Think of yourself sitting here. 1Jte reason you are alive 
and sitting here is because .tlere"is tdlhIand complete har
mony among all the organs of your body. Your heart, your 
mind, your kidneys and every other organ are in a total 
state of unity. If for oner moment any of these organs 
should decide,. "I am nQt any longer goin's to pump the 
blood," or "I am not gOing to send the nerve impulses 
that the brain sends thrOugh the system," ·Or whatever, 
then as soon as that happe~, that organisn1 is diseased, 
and most probably will die. ~ ".; .. , ;.,._ 

What people need to live, and .what children need to be 
free of violence, is to be educated about the organic unity 
of the human race. They must be educated to understand 
that they are a part and parcel of this universe, of this 
humanity, (If all people everywhere; that if one of them is 
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going to be ill, is going to be diseased; is going to be 
suffering, the whole of the organism of mankind is going 
to suffer. That kind of awareness is necessary for the chil
dren of mankind. 

We need to educate our children along those lines. As 
you see, this is something to which almost everyone will 
say, "Yes, I agree." This is not an issue that necessarily 
belongs to any race or any group of people. If children 
learn from earliest childhood this kind of perspective, if 
they have this kind of upbringing, then the possibility of 
violence through another part of the organism would de
crease to a significant extent. 

Remember, I am talking about the laws of life. One of 
these laws of life is this organic unity. Without it, the or
ganism doesn't continue to live. 

A second law of life has to do with growth. No or
ganism that is alive will stop growing. What does that 
mean in the sense of a human being to mature and grow? 
How do human beings mature? What is· it we must do to 
help our children grow? Do we need to educate our chil
dren to grow physically? Yes, we do, but their bodies 
grow anyway. Do we need to educate our children about 
their accumulation of facts and knowledge and their ability 
to do things? Yes, we do. Likewise, this is something that 
comes easily and without much difficulty. 

The area in which I feel there are shortcomings, the 
world over, as far as growth is concerned, and which has 
become the cause of much violence, and which I have de
scribed to you in that pamphlet that 1 promised you, is that 
the basic principles of growth are not taken in mind. I 
would like to share with you briefly what I mean. 

A human child, when it enters this world, is self
centered. The child does not differentiate between himself 
and his universe. As far as he is concerned, he is the uni
verse. Gradually, however, the child becomes less and less 
self-centered, less preoccupied with himself, more aware 
that there are other people not unlike himself. This process 
of growth is to be encouraged, because what needs to 
occur under normal circumstances is that the self-centered 
child must eventually become aware of other people, must 
faU in love with other people, must bring that love to frui
tion in friendship and m8rriage, and has to extend that love 
into the form of bringing other children into the world. 
Eventually, he must:1)ecome th~ sort of human being who 
is concerned ah9ut others, who is' universal in his thinking. 
What has happened is that he has moved from the point of 
being a totiillyself-centered being to becoming a human 
being who is c,.;ncerned about otl1ers, directed by the needs 
of others, who is less and less p~eoccupied with his own 
wants and needs, and more and 1 more willing to sacrifice 
hi~ comfort and his needs for th" sake of others. 

Not only is this praiseworthy, it also is a lot of fun. 
What happens to you io·this process is that you have 
moved from a place of self-centeredness to the point of 
being a universal human being. If you have done it, there 
is no reason why the mass of humanity could not do it. If 

6 Beh6'1 NewalMarch 1180 

it has been possible within this group, there is no excuse to 
have a generation of mankind in some part of the world 
that is totally narcissistic and self-centered. 

The problem, of course, is the type of education that 
these children have received, the type of education that did 
not prepare them to move from self-centeredness toward 
others who need assistance. But this is one law of growth 
that is absolutely necessary, and it is not difficult to use 
our media, our publications, or whatever it is we have in 
our educational system to educate our children toward that 
kind of movement. 

The second issue related to this is the growth or de
velopment from competition to cooperation. We live in a 
most unusual time. It is an unusual time because it consid
ers things that are abnormal to be normal. And one of the 
things that is abnormal is that human beings are not by 
nature competitive, nor is competitiveness necessarily a 
virtue. Because we live in societies that consider competi
tion to be a virtue and absolutely necessary for human 
growth, children are competitive. They are competitive 
because they compare themselves to others who are older 
than they, who are stronger, more powerful, and in the 
process, these children learn to be competitive early in 
life. . 

It is imperative for the world community and for the 
educators of mankind to bring to the attention of society 
that the law of growth in the normal development of 
human beings eventually requires cooperation, and that 
cooperation, not competition, is the most desirable out
come of human growth. 

I would like for you to think for a moment about these 
few things I have said; mainly, that we need to educate our 
children not only about their physical selves, and about 
their humanity in the sense I have defined and described it, 
but also, we need to educate our children in those princi
ples that, basically and fundamentally, are the universal 
spiritual principles. 

Mankind as a whole is one unit, one organic unit in 
which the pleasure of one is the pleasure of all, the health 
of one is the health of all, and the illness of one is the 
illness of all. This needs to be a part and parcel of the 
world's educational system. 

The second thing is that man by nature is growing and 
maturing, and this growth takes place in individual human 
beings; it also takes place in the nations of the world. This 
growth is from the level of self -centereclness to the level of 
being concerned about others, and from the level of com
petition to cooperation. 

Third, there is growth from the level of using power as 
the main force in human relationships, replacing that with 
its opposite. What does it mean to say we live in a 
power-oriented world? Simply that we live in a world that 
considers power to be the source of security. The peoples 
of the world, the nations and families, all think that the 
more powerful they are, the more secure they are, while in 
reality, we know that is not true. 



'It is important ... to realize that power, 
which has traditionally been used in 
human relationships at every level as 
the source of security, is proving to be 
totally ineffective.' 

Look at the events in the world. Are the powerful more 
secure? That is riot the case at all, because both at the 
human .level, the individual level, and aInong mankind col
lectively, power leads only to insecurity. That's the reason 
we need so many armaments and we add to them and add 
to them, because we think that through power we are 
going to achieve more security. But when we become 
more powerful, we realize that we are more insecure than 
ever-this process I could define and talk about for three 
days, but I won't. It is important, however, to realize that 
power, which has traditionally been used in human rela
tionships at every level as the source of security, is prov
ing to be totally ineffective. In the days when people could 
see one another face to face, and one could punch a pre
sumed enemy in the nose, then power could have been 
considered a source of securitY. But today, people who kill 
others often cannot even see their victims; sometimes, they 
are not even aware of what they are doing to whom or 
where or what, and when the shells come in the darkness 
and destroy anyone and everyone·, in that kind of a situa
tion power is no longer going to be a source of individual 
or collective security. 

In this room, if we felt that power was to be our source 
of security, we wouldn't have dared to sit the way we are 
seated now. We would all have been standing here as I am 
now, with our backs against the wall. We would have 
clung to the wall, making sure that no one would make the 
wrong move. But the reason we can come here together 
and be seated comfortably is because between us, in this 
gathering, what rules is that we trust one another as human 
beings. Each of you is capable and willing to trust one 
another. . 

Of course, the foundation of trust between human be
ings is love-the awareness that human beings are noble 
beings. If I believe you are a noble human being and that I 
can trust your nobility, then there is no reason why I 
should be in a struggle with you, in a power situation, that 
is. The change from power orientation to its opposite, 

-------~-------------

which we can call the love orientation, is, in my humble 
opinion, one of the most important, one of the· greatest 
challenges facing humanity. You know, a study was done 
following World War II to see why Nazi Germany be
haved as she did. One of the conclusions reached in that 
study was very interesting. The conclusion was that the 
power orientation was at the very root of the kind of situa
tion that allowed those atrocities to occur, because power 
breeds fear, and fear breeds insecurity . You must find 
enemies to destroy under such circumstances, and with all 
this fear and insecurity, it is easy to find enemies to de
stroy. 

To put it briefly, to create a violence-free society, we 
need a number of things, one of which is the education of 
our children according to those principles that are in har
mony with the laws of life, which include the organic 
unity of mankind, the movement from self-centeredness 
toward respect and love for others, from competition to 
cooperation, and from being power-oriented toward being 
oriented toward trust and love. This would bring about the 
sort of educational system and orientation in which many 
of the arguments we now have about what is violence, and 
are we by nature violent, and so forth, would become ir
relevant. 
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Traveling and teaching 
Some photographic memories of a 
year-long trip around the world by 

Baha'Is Robert and Han Ju Kim-Farley 

Photography by· Robert KIm-Farley 

In the closing days of the Five Year Plan, with 19 additional 
Spiritual Assemblies needed to fulfill the goals of the plan in 
Tluliland, a team composed of Thai believers and teachers and 
pioneersfrom other countries arrived in Yasothon. Using the new 
Balui'i Center (shown here) as a base, the team went out night 
and day to surrounding villages, spreading the Message of 
BaIui' u'Utih to the many receptive souls who were eager to learn 
more. YasotOOn is in northeastern Thailand and is a new area of 
intensified teaching that has been bringing in new believers by the 
hundreds each week. Kana Biran (second from left), a pioneer 
from Malaysia, and his Wife have volunteered to stay at the 
BaIui'i Center and coordinate deepening plans for the many new 
Balufis in tlult area. 
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In April 1979, the first 'Spiritualization Course' (a systematic 
deepening in the BaM' i Writings) was held at May Myo, Burma. 
Among those attending were Mrs. Daw Thoung Khin (second 
from left), a member of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Burma; five Auxiliary Board members and one assistant 10 the 
Auxiliary Board; a member of the Spiritual Assembly 0/ Man
dalay, and a BaM' i youthfromMay Myo. To attend this historic 
event, Han Ju (shown at right) and Robert Kim-Farley had to 
travel 12 hours by train from Rangoon and three hours by jeep 
from Mandalay in the middle of the Burmese rainy season, 
arriving with themselves and their luggage completely soaked. 



In May 1979, during the National Baha'i Convention in India, 
attendees were taken by buses to the site of the future House of . 
Worship on the outskirts of New Delhi. Led by the Hand of the 
Cause of God Ral)matu'llah Muhajir, prayers were said at the 
site, and the friends were able to see the progress being made in 
construction. During the Convention, when a message from the 
Universal House of Justice was read, calling for increased self
sufficiency on the part of national communities, the delegates 
arose spontaneously and contributed to the Fund enough money 
to underwrite the costs of the Convention. 

. On August 2 I, 1979, the Spiritual Assembly of the Balui'is of 
Nottingham, England, held a proclamation meeting with the 
Sheriff of Nottingham and his wife. Attending with representa
tives of the Assembly were traveling Baha'i teachers from other 
countries who were participating in the BaM'i Summer School 
being held at the University of Nottingham. Following a wide
ranging discussion that included an exchange of information 
about the Baha'i Faith and the legendary Robin Hood, the 
BaM'is were given a guided tour through the Council chambers. 

... ,.., ....... ,-.. _-----_. 

On July 8, 1979, the Baha'i community in Edirne (Adriano pie), 
Turkey, gatheredfor an evening of prayers at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Yousuf Hoca (shown at left), on the site at which 
BaM'u'lldh revealed the Tablet of A~mad. The caretakers of the 
House of BaM' u'/ldh, located one block away, are Mr. and Mrs. 
Azizullah Mahdevi (the elderly couple in the center of the photo). 
The BaM'i community in Edirne is a strong: united and warm 
community, always eager and happy to see visiting Baho'i 
teachers and pilgrims. Those who wish to visit the Holy Places in 
Adrianople should first contact the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Turkey . 
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Meditation: A Baha'i view 
(The following article on a Baha'i approach to meditation 

was written by Continental Counsellor Peter Khan. It is 
printed from the Australian Baba'i Bulletin of November 
I979.-Ed:j 

• 
In many places in the Holy Writings 'of the Baha'i Faith, 

emphasis is placed on the importance of meditation. For ex
ample, in Paris Talks (pp. 173-176), 'Abdu'l-Baha is quoted 
as saying: 

"Through the faculty of meditation man attains to eternal 
, life; through it he receives the breath of the Holy Spirit-the 
bestowal of the Spirit is given in reflection and meditation. " 

Dictionary definitions of the term "meditation" associate it 
with contemplation, reflection, deep thought, turning some
thing over in one's mind in a systematic and purposeful man
ner, pondering at some length, etc. 

Such definitions are consistent with the inn'umerable pas
sages in the Writings where Baha'u'llcih admonishes us to 
ponder deeply on a subject or to reflect upon what He has 
written. 

These definitions are consonant with the statement of 
'Abdu'l-Baha, in the talk from which the extract above is 
taken, that "through the meditative faculty inventions are 
made possible" and that "this faculty brings forth from the 
invisible plane the sciences and arts." 

The Master goes on to explain that meditation involves si
lence, since man "cannot both speak and meditate." He de
scribes it as a process whereby man "receives Divine inspira
tion"; in other words, "receives the breath of the Holy 
Spirit." 'Abdu'l-Baha also describes meditation as "the key 
for opening the doors of mysteries" and states that "through 
it affairs of which man knew nothing are unfolded before his 
view." 

It is not at all unusual for a Baha'i to discover, to his sur
priS;C and relief, that he has been meditating for many years, 
without realizing it. For example, people sometimes meditate 
when engaged in routine tasks---<leaning the house, washing 
dishes, driving an automobile, weeding a garden. Others find 
themselves in a meditative frame of mind just before going to 
sleep, or when they first awaken in the morning. 

Fonns of Meditation 

W~th the progressive breakdown of orthodox religion in the 
past few years, there has been an increasing tendency for 
people to tum to a variety of forms of meditation, s~me of 
which offer a very precise pattern by which meditation is to 
be accomplished, e.g., by recital of a certain phrase, or by 
adoption of a specified position. 

In a letter to an individual believer, dated February 10, 
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1972, the Universal House of Justice commented that "al
though Baha'u'lIcih has given certain laws for prayer, includ
ing the obligatory prayers, He has specified no distinct type 
of meditation, and each individual is free to follow his own 
inclination in this regard." 

The Supreme Body, in this same letter, went on to call 
attention to the fact that "the beloved Guardian's secretary 
wrote on his behalf to an individual believer on January 27, 
1952: 'He thinks it would be wise for the Baha'is to use 
Meditations given by Baha'u'lIcih, and not any set form of 
meditation recommended by someone else; but the believers 
must be left free in these details and allowed to have personal 
latitude in finding their own level of communion with 
God.' " 

This guidance should be of great value to a Baha'i who 
comes across a set form of meditation advocated by a move
ment or organization outside the Faith. Note the advice of the 
Guardian that it would be wise not to use such a meditative 
form, but rather to tum to the Meditations set out in the Holy 
Writings. 

During a 40-year period unparalleled in human history, 
Baba'u'lIcih provided, in lavish abundance, the creative words 
of Divine Revelation. The Writings indicate that these words' 
are infused with a spiritual power which is not present in the 
words of men. There is no limit to the understanding one can 
obtain from the words of Divine Revelation. Baha'u'lIcih 
states, in the Hidden Words, that "myriads of mystic tongues 
find utterance in one speech, and myriads of hidden mysteries 
are revealed in a single melody. " 

In The Seven Valleys, He uses poetic language in referring 
to the profound spiritual mysteries which lie within our grasp 
if we will immerse ourselves in the Revelation, when He 
states: 

''The nightingale of the heart hath other songs and secrets, 
which make the heart to stir and the soul to clamour, but the 
mystery of inner meaning may be whispered only from heart 
to heart, confided only from breast to breast." 

He also advises us in these loving words: "0 My friend, 
listen with heart and soul to the songs of the spirit, and treas
ure them as thine own eyes." 

Baha'is are blessed beyond measure with the bounty of the 
Divine Revelation brought by Baba'u'lIcih, a lavish banquet 
upon which we can feast endlessly and eternally through the 
faculty of meditation. 

Meditation and World Peace 

Another notion prevalent in our society is that meditation 
alone is a sufficient means by which world peace may be 
achieved. There are many people, doubtless of great sincerity 
and deeply concerned about the ruinous disorder invading 
human society, who believe that the process of meditation is 



'It is not at. all unusual for a Baha'f to 
discover, to his surprise and relief, that 
he has been meditating for many years, 
without realizing it' 

sufficient to resolve the disunity and conflict in the world. 
Their view is that through meditation are generated love, 
unity and hannony; when a sufficient proportion of mankind 
meditates, these sentiments will prevail and the world will be 
at peace. 

The Universal House of lustice addressed this issue, in the 
letter of February 1972 to an individual, stating: "We can be 
sure, moreover, that meditation by itself, however exten
sively applied, is not the cure for the present ills of the 
world. " 

The Supreme Body then pointed out: "The great need in 
this day is for mankind to learn how to live and work har
moniously in peace, and it is to this need-to the establish
ment of the oneness of mankind--that the Baha'i Teachings 
are primarily directed. And it is here that the Covenant is so 
vital. Indeed 'Abdu'I-Baha stated that 'the pivot of the one
ness of mankind is nothing else but the power of the 
Covenant. ' " 

Other passages of the Writings emphasize that the Coven
ant is.the Divinely-ordained means by which the spiritual 
fOrces of this Dispensation are channeled. Without the Cov
enant, unity cannot be established on a sure foundation and 
cannot endure. Without the Covenant, the noble aims of the 
Faith would stand condemned as being Utopian, and the 
Baha'i community would be doomed to suffer the fate of in
ternal division and antagonism which has afflicted all previ
ous attempts to devise a Utopian society. The Covenant is our 
Divinely-provided guarantee that history will not repeat itself 
exactly, and that, in this Age, good intentions will ultimately 
be translated into an enduring transformation of human soci
ety. Through the Covenant the abstract becomes concrete, 
and vision gives rise to reality. 

Meditation and Intuition 

Some of the forms of meditation prevalent in our society 
place great importance on indi~idual intuition. They may 
even go to the length of enc~uraging a person to regard the 
ideas which come to him through his meditations as being an 
infallible truth to be followed unquestioningly. 

In contrast, there stands a passage written by the Guardian, 
and quoted by the Universal House of lustice, which states: 
"With regard to your question ~ to the value of intuition as a 
source of guidance for the individual, implicit faith in our 
intuitive powers is unwise, but through daily prayer and sus
tained effort one can discover, though not always and fully, 

.-------------..... 

God's Will intuitively. Under no circumstances, however, 
can a person be absolutely certain that he is recognizing 
God's Will, through the exercise of his intuition. It often 
happens that the latter results in completely misrepresenting 
the truth, and thus becomes a source of error rather than of 
guidance." 

It is evident that there are manifest dangers in regarding the 
prompting of one's intuition as being the voice of certain 
truth. As Baha'is we have access to the Holy Writings, the 
authoritative interpretations of the Guardian, and the infallible 
guidance of the Universal House of lustice; also, we have the 
privilege of turning to the Institutions of the Administrative 
Order for advice and counsel in matters pertaining to the 
Baha'i teachings and Baha'i community life. 

Summary 

Baha'is share with others in our society a high regard for 
meditation and the benefits it can offer. However, Baha'is dif
fer significantly from others in that we are advised to center 
our meditative practices on the Holy Words of this Revela
tion, and we are warned against unquestioning reliance on our 
intuition. 

To us, meditation is an important ingredient of Baha'i life. 
AIl of these ingredients, including prayer, development of 
character, obedience to the laws of the Faith, teaching, par
ticipation in the Administration, go together to mould us into 
becoming the new creation promised by Baha'u'I1ah. 
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Around the World 
Baha'Is in Bennuda recently came up with a 

creative way in which to help pay their land 
endowment loan. 

Two believers, Morris Taylor and Bruce D. 
Stevens, volunteered to walk the entire length of 
the island, and the friends pledged amounts 
ranging from one penny per mile to much larger 
amounts for each mile the two were able to walk. 

The walk covered a series of hills and winding 
roads for more than 2t miles from St. Georges to 
Sandy's Parish. 

Adults, children and youth all made pledges, 
and when the walk was completed, in eight and 

Eighty new believers were enrolled in 
southern New Mexico and West Texas as a 
result of a team teaching project last December 
and January that involved door-to-door visits 
in small Mexican-American communities in 
the two states. 

The tt-day effort, which began December 
26, was directed by the District Teaching 
Committee of Southern New Mexico and West 
Texas. It was a follow-up to the first team 
teaching campaign there one year ago. 

Enayatu'liah Vahdat (center, wearing suit and 
tie), a pioneer to Bravl/or 25 years, spoke last 
July to Persian Bahti'is in Los Angeles about 
pioneering to South America. As a result 0/ Mr. 
Vahdat's visits to Los Angeles, New York City, 

· --,--------

one-half hours, $600 had been raised for the 
endowment fund. 

About 20 people were present last October 24 
at the Baha'i Center in Hamilton, Bennuda, for a 
panel discussion on drug abuse sponsored by the 
Bennuda Teaching Committee. 

The discussion was led by aBaba' i, Frederick 
Ming, and Stuart Hayward, a guest from the 
Transcendental Meditation community. A 
question-and-answer session followed. 

Most of the eight two-member teaching 
teams that participated in the project included 
at least one Spanish-speaking member, and 
much of the teaching was done in Spanish. 

Two new Assemblies were formed as a 
result of the project, and the number of 
believers in one small New Mexico community 
was increased dratpatically from 18 to 41. 

Toronto and Montreal, 3/ Pemanfamilies 
volunteered to pioneer to South America. By the 
end o/October, seven/amities alrecidy had left to 
fill their pioneer posts. 



Norway 

New 
Zealand 

Hawaii 

Norwegian believers learned about dealing 
with the mass media at a special seminar on 
communications held last September. The 
National Public Relations Committee produced 
a press kit that has been distributed to 
newspaper editors, school directors and other 
officials throughout the country. 

As it was during the Five Year Plan, 
increased contact with the media is one of 
Norway's goals for the Seven Year Plan. 

Successes include three radio programs 
about the Faith that were broadcast over the 
national radio network during the last two 
years, and the fact that production has begun 
on a program for television featuring 
quotations from the Writings of Baha'u'llah 
and music composed by a Norwegian Baha'i. 

Listeners to Radio New Zealand last 
December 25 were treated to a program whose 
script, music and lyrics were written by an 
American Baha'i pioneer, Russell Garcia. 

The theme of the program, which included a 

The Baha'i community of the Hawaiian 
Islands was visibly involved in a number of 
activities last year in support of the 
International Year of the Child. 

Hawaii's Aloha Week parade included a 
Baha'i float with the theme "Love That 
Chilq" that was awarded fIrst place in the 
non-commercial category and received 
honorable mention from the State IYC 
Committee. 

Copies of the 1979 Hawaii Baha'i calendar 
dedicated to IYC and featuring photographs of 
children and quotations about children from 
the Baha'i Writings were sent to key 
community leaders in Hawaii. Many recipients 
wrote "thank you" letters praising the calendar .. 

The SpiritUal Assembly of Honolulu 
sponsored a Children's Day" picnic at Waikiki 
Playground last October 7 that included 
children from Southeast Asia as special guests. 

On October 21, Baha'i children participated 
in Hawaii's UN Week Sunrise Ceremony; and 
four days later, the Baha'i University Club 
held an exhibit and discussion on the United 
Nations and IYC at the University of Hawaii. 

Hawaii's National Spiritual Assembly's 
public information offIcer served on the state's 
IYC steering committee and as chairman of the 
newly-established Children's Day program, 
and Hawaii's Baha'i OffIce of Human Rights 

Courses on the Baha'i Faith have been 
conducted in evening schools and at adult 
education centers in more than seven 
communities in Norway. 

The Faith is now being taught on the 
Spitzbergen Islands in the northern Arctic Sea 
by a young member of the Norwegian Baha'i 
community, Bj;rg Issaksen. Spitzbergen is a 
goal fIrst assigned to Norway by Shoghi 
Effendi. 

Since it was assigned, the goal has been 
filled on a periodic basis. Spitzbergen is 
presently inhabited by NATO personnel, 
Russian military personnel, and coal miners. 

prayer of 'Abdu'l-Baha, was the International 
Year of the Child. The Queen's annual 
message followed the broadcast. The same 
program had been aired by Radio New Zealand 
six days earlier. 

sponsored an International Year of the Child 
banquet last December 26. 

The Baha'is of Koolaupoko, Hawaii, 
sponsored an IYC exhibit in the Hailua Public 
Library and a public meeting at the National 
Center in Honolulu that focused on IYC and . . 

education. 

The 40th anniversary of the passing of the 
Hand of the Cause of God Martha Root was 
marked by a teaching conference held in her 
memory last September 28 at Hawaii's 
National Baha'i Center in Honolulu. 

The Hand of the Cause William Sears, in a 
tape recorded message that opened the 
conference, extolled her teaching exploits and 
her dedication to the Cause that continued to 
the end of her life. 

These attributes of Miss Root then became 
the theme of a presentation of slides,songs 
and poetry. 

Auxiliary Board member Healani Hamilton, 
using Miss Root's life as an example, inspired 
the friends with a presentation on teaching the 
Cause, which was followed by a call for 
pioneers and traveling teachers. 

Many of the friends gathered later for 
prayers at Miss Root's gravesite in Oahu 
Cemetery. 
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Ali Sohailyan, an Auxiliary Board member 
from India, visited Pakistan last August 
8-September 15. He met with the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Pakistan to discuss ways 
of furthering the Cause in that country during the 
first two-year phase of the Seven Year Plan. 

Mr. Sohailyan journeyed to many important 
cities of the Punjab, Azad Kashmir, the North 
West Frontier region, and Sind Province, 
delivering public lectures, conducting 
deepening classes, discussing important Baha'i 
concerns with the believers, and attending the 
Summer School at Rawalpindi. He also taught 
Baha'i classes in the l:I~iratu 'l-Quds at Karachi. 

In Hyderabad, Mr. Sohailyan attended 

Continental Counsellor Dorothy Ferraby 
from the United Kingdom (right) spoke to 
members of the BaM'i community of Belgium 
last August 13-14 at the BaM'i National" 
Center in Brussels. Mrs. Ferraby's talks 
covered a wide range of subjects including 

Continental Counsellors Betty Reed and 
Louis Henuzet were honored guests last 
September 9 at a "Unity and Teaching 
Conference,' held in the new national 
Haziratu'l-Quds in Brussels, Belgium. 
'. The conference was held for the Belgian 
Baha'i community, and was well-attended with 
every local Assembly district represented. 

Open and frank consultation dealt with many 
issues including increased inter-community 
cooperation, unity among the friends on a 
personal level, correspondence courses (already 

teaching and deepening classes with several 
Baha'i youth from mass-taught areas. 

A public meeting for women was held 
recently in Karachi, Pakistan, to commemorate 
the martyrdom of Tahirih, the poetess-heroine of 
the Babi Dispensation and one of the" Letters of 
the Living" appointed by the Bab. 

The speaker, Mrs. Zahida Hina, editor of a 
local weekly newspaper who is not a Baha'i, 
gave a stirring speech on the life and works of 
Tahirih. 

A second women's conference, held last 
September 5 in Quetta, was attended by 60 
prominent non-Baha'i women. 

living a BaIui'i life, the World Order of 
BaIui' u'lMh, and relating as BaIui'is to the 
outside world. With Mrs. Ferraby is Mrs. Anke 
Sam;;, who served as interpreter during the 
presentations. 

under way in Gent), social events as teaching 
opportunities, teaching in universities, opening 
goal towns, and the unique problems that can 
arise in a bi-lingual community. 



Honduras 

Alaska 

Bangladesh 

The Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of La 
Ceiba, Honduras, observed the International 
Year of the Child last September 8 with a public 
meeting whose principal speaker was Mrs. Lidia 
Williams Arias, a former Minister of Education 
in Honduras. 

A few days before .the meeting, which was 
attended by more than 300 people, Mrs. Arias 
was presented with Baha'i literature and given a 
brief exp~anation of the principles of the Faith. 

During her address, to the surprise of the 
Baha'is present, Mrs. Arias spoke not only about 
children and their education, but delivered a 

The Faith was represented at the Alaska 
State Fair near Palmer last August 
24-September 9 with an outdoor booth 
sponsored by the Spiritual Assembly of the 
Matanuska Valley. 

Twenty-seven believers from five Baha'i 
communities staffed the booth, which was. 
designed around the theme "The Fruits of One 
Tree." . 

More than 400 pieces of Baha'i literature 
were taken by the record crowd of 206,000 
attending the fair. Names and addresses of 
interested seekers were taken, and lists of area 
firesides were given out. 

The weather at the fair was remarkably 
good; only one of the 28 booth-staffing shifts 
was rained out. 

ContInental Counsellor Aziz Yazdi, a member 
of the International Teaching Centre, and his 

One hundred fifty-one BaM' is from 
Bangladesh and other countries attended the 

. Bangladesh BaM'i Summer School held 

moving exposition of the Baha'i Teachings and 
expressed her admiration for the Baha'i 
community of La Ceiba. 

In presenting the program, the Spiritual 
Assembly received help from the entire La Ceiba 
community. The local anny base offered to 
furnish transportation and extra chairs for the 
capacity crowd, while a local radio station gave 
15 days offree radio spots announcing the event. 

wife, Soraya, were special guests last September 
1-2 in Fairbanks, Alaska, at the first Teaching 
Conference held by a Regional Goals 
Committee. 

Counsellor Yazdi reminded those present that 
"consolidation" is simply the love of 
Baha'u'llah taking deep root in our hearts, and 
that the most effective way to teach the Faith is 
through the example manifested by the quality of 
one's life. 

The conference fulfllled one of the 
committee's goals for 1979-80 set by the 
National Teaching Committee of Alaska. 

October 19-21, /979. Among the highlights of 
the conference was a series of workshops on 
the Administrative Order of BaM' u'[Mh . 
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Twenty-six Assemblies have been 
established in Jaipur State since Ri~van 136. 
This was accomplished largely by the Baha'Is 
of the City of Jaipur who concentrated tht!ir 
teaching efforts on nearby villages, rather than 
on more distant localities. 

Under a new consolidation plan, believers 
wIlo can help new Baha'is and communities' 
are being identified and deepened. Following a 
visit last November 16 by the secretaries of the 
National Spiritual Assembly and the Jaipur 
State Teaching Committee, three goal areas 
around Jaipur were identified. 

The goal is to establish· 1 0 Assemblies in 
each of these districts and deepen their 

An audience of more than 800 filled 
Mavlankar Hall in Delhi, India, last November 
12 for a program in observance of the 
anniversary of the Birth of Baha'u'llah. Guest 
speakers included Justice V. R. Krishna Lyer 
of the Sup~me Court of India; Solicitor 
Gel\eral Soli Sorabjee, and Dr. Amin Banani 
from the U.S., a professor of history at the 
University of California in Berkeley. 

One month prior to the public program, 
more than 20,000 copies of the publication 

Widespread publicity followed the arrival 
from the United States of Dr. Amin Banani in 
Bombay and Lucknow during his visit to India 
last November and December. While in 
Bombay, Dr. Banani, who is a professor of 
history at the University of California, was 
interviewed by reporters for All India Radio 
and two daily newspapers. He spoke at a large 
public meeting at the Bombay Baha'i Center 
on November 10, met with the city's mayor, 
and addressed audiences at the University of 
Bombay and at an engineering college. 

While Dr. Banani was in Lucknow, All 
India Radio broadcast excerpts from his public 
address that was attended by repOrters for five 

Baha'is from Orissa, West Bengal, Assam, 
Maghalaya and Sikkim attended the second 
East India Teaching Conference at Calcutta's 
Baha'i Center on November 3-4, 1979. 

The conference was guided by Continental 
Counsellor Shirin Boman. Also present were 
Auxiliary Board members Kishan Khemani 
and Dr. Mohan Munje. 

The purpose of the conference was to inform 
and inspire the friends to greater proclamation, 
wider expansion and systematic consolidation. 
A large increase in the number of District 

':reaching Committees is expected during the 
remaining months of the Plan. 

Goals for each District Teaching Committee 

members during the rem.aining period of the 
opening two-year phase of the Seven Year 
Plan. A teaching committee will be established 
in each of the three new areas. 

With the establishment of 68 Local Spiritual 
Assemblies, the Baha'i Faith is now organized in 
every "Panchayat" of Palghat district, Kerala 
state, India. The Panchayat is the smallest civic 
unit in the district, so an Assembly.has been 
formed in every possible locality there. 

Ba/ui'j Women announcing-the program were 
distributed throughout the country. Thousands 
of special invitation cards were mailed to a 
large number of Delhi area residents and 
prominent citizens throughout the country. The 
success of the program was enhanced by the 
efforts of 15 Baha'i youth who arrived in 
Delhi one week before the event to help with 
necessary arrangements. 

major English and Hindi newspapers. Twenty 
reporters attended a news conference with Dr. 
Banani that had been arranged by members of 
the National Spiritual Assembly. Prof. Banani 
spoke to college audiences in Lucknow and 
met with government officials there. 

were reviewed, and consultation was held on 
ways to strengthen the State Teaching 
Committee in this region. 

Close to 100 participants attended the South 
India Winter School in Bangalore last 
November 16-18. The winter school session 
closed with a program by the local teaching 
committee and the youth of Bangalore. 

Following a talk on the Fund by Dr. Sree 
Ganesh, a number of contributions were made 
to the National Spiritual Assembly as a token 
of love from the winter school participants. 



South 
Africa 

Mexico 

EI 
Salvador 

Lowell Johnson, secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahli'is of South 
Africa, visited the United States last December 
and while there stopped at the National 
Committee offices in Wilmette, Illinois. Mr. 
Johnson spoke with special interest to the 
International Goals Committee in the hope of 

More than 70 localities were opened to the 
Faith and more than 200 persons enrolled during 
a recent teaching campaign in the Mexican state 
of Oaxaca that was guided and encouraged by 
Continental Counsellor Hedi A~madiyyih of 
Belize. 

Some 46 per cent of the people in Oaxaca are 
of Indian heritage, the highest percentage of any 
state in Mexico. No fewer than 14 Indian groups 
live there. 

An intensive Ilh-day teaching campaign led 
by five Continental Counsellors for Central 
America and the Antilles resulted recently in 
10 declarations in EI Salvador. 

The Counsellors-Hedi A~madiyyih, Pablo 
Lucas, Artemus Lamb, Carmen de Burafato, 
and Alfred Osborn-conducted deepening 
sessions in Santa Tecla following their arrival 
from Nicaragua. More than 80 youth attended 
the first of these sessions, at which six seekers 
declared their belief in Baha'u'lIcih. 

More than 70 believers attended a recent 
meeting called by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of EI Salvador to 
discuss that country's Seven Year Plan goals. 

The National Spiritual Assembly also met 
with its national committees to hear reports of 
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encouraging believers from the U.S., blacks in 
particular, to consider pioneering to South 
Africa. He also demonstrated afelt board that 
is the focus of a day-long deepening program 
that has been presented in various 
communities throughout the Republic of South 
Africa. 

During the project, Baha'i teachers enrolled 
the first believers in 10 of these indigenous 
groups: Mazatec, Chinantec, Mixe, Cuicatec, 
Trique, Chocholtec, Chatino, Amuzgo, Ixcatec, 
and Huave. 

There were additional enrollments among the 
Zapotec and Mixtec peoples, some of whose 
members already were Baha'is. 

their plans and progress in winning the goals of 
the Plan. 

The National Children's Committee of the 
Baha'is of EI Salvador recently hosted a 
six-hour-Iong children's party to commemorate 
the International Year of the Child. Fifty 
children and 30 youth and adults attended. 

The party featured a song fest, entertainment 
by a Baha'i musical group, a ventriloquist act, 
refreshments, and several pinatas for the 
children to break open. Later, there were prizes 
for the best art work brought by the children. 
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Short wave test broadcast 
marks yet another milestone 

On November 12, 1979, the anniversary of the Birth of 
Baha'u'll8h, another milestone in the progress of the Faith in 
Latin America was reached with the first test broadcast of 
short wave facilities of Radio Baha'i in Ecuador. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of Ecuador was granted 
the short wave frequency last August by the Ecuadorian 
government's Office of Telecommunications, thanks in large 

The Radio Daha'i short wave station overlooks Lake 
Cuicocha, the 'Lake 0/ the Gods.' The large expanse 0/ land 
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measure to the persistent efforts of Sra. Isabel de Calderon, 
the legal representative for Radio Baha'i. The letter of ap
proval stated in part: 

"The National Frequency Office of IETEL (lnstituto 
Ecuatoriano de Telecommunicationes) in response to your 
petition of 23 May 1979, has assigned to you frequency 
2.340 kHz to be utilized by Radio Baha'i in the city of 

owned by the Daha'is on which the newly-constructed short 
wave/acility is situated extends out to the/alee. 



Otavalo. The transmission will be situated at Cuicocha, and 
will qperatewith a potential of I KW ... " 

·Upon receiving the letter of approval, the National 
Spiritual Assembly set a target date of November 12 for the 
first test broadcast. 

Mrs. Helen Hornby, a pioneer to Ecuador, has forwarded 
the following eyewitness account of that historic occasion: 

• 
A group of Baha'is from Quito has just arrived at the 

Amatu'I-Baha Rw:uyyih lQ!anum Baha'i Institute in Otavalo 
somewhat later than scheduled.due to car trouble. 

Michael Stokes, the production director for Radio Baha'i, 
leans his head ('ut of the recording studio. "I'm sony I can't 
speak and shake hands with you now," he says. "I'm busy 
recording. This tape has to be ready by three o'clock this 
afternoon to go on the air. " . 

With that, Mr. Stokes returns to the studio. Outside, t~re 
is a festive atmosphere. Everyone is smiling and happy. Hav
ing experienced the birth-pangs of Radio Baha'i on its inau
guration day in October 1977, and itl! formal dedication in 
August 1978, there is a quiet confidence among the partici
pants that all will go well. 

Dean Stephens, Radio Baha'i's consultant/engineer, had 
arrived in Ecuador from Puerto Rico a week earlier with 
equipment to be installed, a part of which was temporarily 
impounded by customs officials at the airport in Quito .. 

The following day, while some of the friends supplicated 
to Baha'u'll8h for help, Mr. Stephens had returned to the air
port with a Baha'i from fran, Khamran Mansuri (who never 
seems to take "no" for an answer) .. Theyexplained to the 
otrlCiais that the equipment was for Radio. Baha'i, and shortly 
afterward it was released. The day before the scheduled test 
broadcast, Curt Grover and Mrs·. Jean Laite arrived from 
Puerto Rico with more equipment, and this time there was no 
trouble with the customs officials. 

It is now five minutes before the three o'clock broadcast 
time. The small studio is crowded with spectators who have 
come to congratulate the station's personnel and to stare at 
the large transmitter with its many mysterious knobs, dials 
and switches. As three o'clock approaches, Michael Stokes 
works .his way through the crowd, carrying the tape on which 
have been recorded the materials for this first historic test 
broadcast. 

As the hour approaches, one can see the tension on Mr. 
Stokes' face as he stands near the tape recorder, ear plugs on 
and remote control switch in hand, waiting for the count
down. 

Ralph Dexter, the chIef engineer at Radio Baha'i, appears 
outwardly calm as he climbs atop the transmitter for some 
last-minute adjustments. Mr. Stephens, showing intense con
centration as he regulates switches and knobs, says to the 
audience, "Don't congratulate us yet. Please wait." 
. The friends who haven't been able to enter the studio are 

seated in a circle outside the station, waiting patiently to hear 
the ftrSt short wave broadcast of Radio Bahli'1. 

At exactly three o'clock on the afternoon of November 12, 

Balui'is from many parts. of Ecuador were present last 
November 12 for the first test broadcast of Radio BaJui'fs 
short wave facilities. 
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1979, the program begins. Its elements are as follows: 
1. Prayer-"The Day of God" (Balui'i Prayers, No. II, 

pp. 20-21), in Spanish. 
2. Prayer-"O my God! 0 my God! I am a servant at

tracted to Thee . . ." (Bahti'i Prayers, British edition, No. 
79, p. 82), in English. 

3. Hidden Words-Nos. 36, 41 and 42 (Arabic), in the 
Quechua language. 

4. Prayer-"Glory be to Thee, 0 King of Eternity ... " 
(BaM'i Prayers, No.7, p. 139), in Portuguese. 

5. Selections from Gleanings from the Writings of 
BaM' u'Utih, "Proclaim unto every longing lover ... " 

6. Identification of Radio Baha'f, in Quechua. 
7. Song-" Dius Taita Cachamun," sung by Mis~ Ann 

Miller, in Quechua. 
8. Words of 'Abdu'l-Baha, from BaM' u'lltih and the New 

Era, in Spanish. 
9. Selections from the Writings of the Bab, in Portuguese. 

10. Selections from Gleanings from the Writings of 
Bahti'u'lltih, p. 38, "Say: My army is My reliance on 
God ... " 

Another view of the studio and antenna at Radio Bahti' i' s 
short wave station Ilear Lake Cuicocha in Ecuador, called by 
engilleerlconsultant Dean Stephens of Puerto Rico 'one of the 
finest short wave broadcasting sites in the world.' 
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An inspector from the Ecuadorian government's Office of 
Telecommunications was on hand to look over the Radio 
BaM'i short wave transmitter and antenna before the test 
broadcast last November 12. 

II. Prayer-"O Compassionate God! Thanks be to 
Thee . . ." (BaM'i Prayers, pp. 95-96). 

12. Selections from Gleanings from the Writings of 
BaM'u'lltih, pp. 12-14, "The time fore-ordained unto the 
peoples ... " 

13. Rendition of "The Greatest Name. ,. 
14. Closing prayer, in Quechua. 
The broadcast has successfully ended, and the friends are 

congratulating the station personnel. One can hear many ex
pressions of gratitude as the believers enter the studio for 
prayers of thanksgiving to Baha'u'lllih for having showered 
such manifold bounties on Ecuador. 

Later, as the happy B~a'fs are leaving the building, they 
are approached by a group of Germans who have been camp
ing near Lake Cuicocha and have come to see what is going 
on in this remote spot. The Germans say they have visited the 
Baha'i House of Worship near Frankfurt and are delighted to 
find two Baha'fs from Germany among the group at the sta
tion. 

Mr. Stephens takes the time to explain as best he can to an 
audience untrained in radio technology that the short wave 
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station's "rhombic" antenna, which is actually four antennae 
that make up a square whose sides are 64 meters long, can be 
tuned from the studio so that different areas can be covered 
with a strong signal. 

For example, he says, the antenna can be switched to a 
"rhombic" that points southwes~ and northeast, or a rhombic 
that points northwest and southeast, receiving a power in
crease five times greater in the direction pointed to-" in 
other words, we can serve an area like the Oriente (Amazon 
basin), or the Andes, directly during two- or three-hour inter
vals at different times of the day. 

·'For instance, in the mornings we'll serve the Andes re
gion from Guayaquil up to Colombia; and late at night, we'll 
Serv~ the area from ~smeraldes to the Onente (east), depend
ing on how the antenna is controlled from inside the studio." 

The antenna and transmission poles, he says, can be tuned 
to any frequency on a high frequency bank. This means that 
in the future, depending upon licensing from the Frequency 
Office, Radio Baha'i could operate on frequencies that would 
carry its signal anywhere in the world without having to make 
any modifications in its facilities. 

The cost of the four poles linking the antenna, which were 
cut from local eucalyptus trees, was less than 2,000 sucres 
($76 U.S.). The lotal cost of the antenna, including all cab
ling, was about $1,000 U.S., or approximately one-tenth the 
cost of any' comparable antenna. 

The station has three 4-meter by 4-meter rooms housing the 
transmitter and generator, with a room for the watchman. 
These can be expanded when required. 

Mr. Stephens explains how the marvelous site for the short 
wave station, nestled in the mountains near Lake Cuicocha, 
the "Lake ofthe Gods," was chosen: 

Dean Stephens of Puerto Rico, the engineer/consultant for 
Radio BaM'i, leaves the studio for a closer look at the short 
wave antenna (background) before the test broadcast last 
November 12. 

"We sat down with maps of Ecuador, topographical maps 
of the entire region, and found three places that seemed good 
for short wave transmission. One of them turned out to be 
inaccessible. We then drove to the other two, and this was by 
far the superior site. 

"So it was not by chance that this place was chosen; we 
negotiated with the government for two years to get this par
ticular site, which is one of the finest short wave broadcasting 
sites in the world." 
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Ethiopia 

The Baha'fcommunitY eams. praise 
. for d.eveloping a new -literacy aid 

By BELETE WORKU 

When the United Nations General Assembly decided in 
December 1976 that 1979 would be designated the Interna
tional Year of the Child (lYC). the Baha'i International 
Community requested that Baha'i National Spiritual Assem-

Auxiliary Board member Asfaw Tessema (second from left) 
explains the BaM'i literacy booklet to Adebajo Adedeji, ex
ecutive secretary 0/ the United Nations Economic Commis
sion/or Africa (UNECA) as BaM'is Berhane Gila (left) and 
Belete Worku look on. 
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blies support the year-long UN event with meaningful pr0-
grams. 

Responding to that request, the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the Baha'is of Ethiopia called upon Auxiliary Board 
member Mehtsun Tedla, a talented artist and architect, to 
come up with a program or an idea that would be especially 
applicable to the needs of children during IYC. 

After months of hard work, and without even taking time 
out for weekends or holidays, Mr. Tedla produced an-excel-
lent literacy teaching aid; "Ha Hu in Nine Days," which is 
designed to help an illiterate person learn the Amharical
phabet in only nine days. The teaching aid was presented to 
the National Spiritual Assembly as its regular meeting early 
last December. 

The National Assembly suggested some additions (a nine
pointed star on the cover, several Bahli'i quotations, and a 
passage from "God and His Messengers'_' as reading mater
ial), then appointed a three-member delegation to present the 
33-page booklet on its behalf to representatives of UN agen
cies in Ethiopia and to the Ethiopian Minister of Education, 
who was also chairman of the IYC National Commission. 

On the evening of December 30, -the National· Assembly 
briefed its delegation-consisting of Auxiliary Board member 
Asfaw Tessema, Berhane Gila, and Belete Worku~saying 
that the booklet should be presented to the government and 
UN officials before the end of the year. 

Although appointments with these officials are hard to 
make, sometimes taking weeks to confrrm, the Baha'i delega
tion was surprised .to find upon phoning the offICials the fol
lowing day that appointments could be arranged almost 
within minutes. John Allen, the UNESCO representative in 
Ethiopia and liaison officer for the UN Economic Commis-



Jom. AUen (right). UNESCO representative in Ethiopia and 
liaison officer for the United Nations Economic Commission 
ft!" Africa (UNECA). meets with a delegation of Baha'is last 
December 31 at UNECA headquarters. Mr. Allen and other 
UN and government officials were presented a Bahd'i book
let. 'Ha Hu in Nine Days.' developed by Auxiliary Board 
member Mehtsun Tedla. The booklet is designed to help an 

sion for Africa (UNECA), agreed to meet with the Baha'is al 
11 a.m. At 11:30, the delegation was to meet with Dr. Ahmad 
Manzoor, the UNICEF representative in Ethiopia. 

Adebayo Adedeji, the UNECA executive secretary, was 
out of the country, but was scheduled to return at 10:20 that 
morning. His secretary made an appointment with the Bahli'i 
delegation for noon. Lt. Col. Goshu Wolde, the Minister of 
Education and chairman of the National Commission for 
IYC, agreed to meet with the delegation at 3 p.m. 

At each meeting, the Bahli'i literacy booklet was pre
sented, and the officials were given a brief oral description of 
the status of the Baha'i International Community as a consul
tative non-governmental organization (NGO) at the United 
Nations, and the support given by the Bahli'i International 
Community to UN events such as IYC, both directly and 
through the various National Spiritual Assemblies, since 
1948. 

A reporter and photographer from the English-language 
newspaper, The Ethiopian Herald, were present at each of the 
meetings, and a comprehensive article about the presentations 
and the BaM'i effort to help ease the country's literacy prob
lems appeared in the paper the following day. 

illiterate person learn the Amharic alphabet in only nine 
days. Shown during the presentation are (left to right) Belete 
Worku, a member of the Baha'i delegation; a newspaper re
porter from The Ethiopian Herald; the UNECA public rela
tions officer; BaM'is Berhane Gila and Auxiliary Board 
member Asfaw Tessema; and Mr. Allen. 

In addition, UNECA published a report of the presentations 
to UN officials for circulation among UN staff members and 
employees. The press release was headlined, "Baha'i Book
let Will Help Wipe Out Illiteracy in Ethiopia. " 

The UN and government offici3Is expressed great apprecia
tion for the Baha'i booklet, and each of them praised the 
Baha'i community for its interest in the welfare of the 
country's children and its efforts to promote literacy among 
the Ethiopian people. 

The Minister of Education also paid tribute to the Baha'is 
for their efforts in cooperation with the United. Nations to 
promote world peace and understanding. He added that the 
Ministry would do its best to use the Baha'i literacy booklet 
during the literacy campaign being conducted throughout the 
country, after asking permission of the National Spiritual As
sembly to do so. 

The National Assembly believes the presentation of the 
booklet, and the subsequent article in The Ethiopian Herald; 
will greatly enhance the prestige and recognition of the Faith 
among government authorities while opening new doors 
through which to reach the people with the Message of 
Baha'u'llilh. 
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The Nur 
Baha'f 
School 

Western hemisphere's 
first Baha'f-owned 
grammar $Chool is 
three years old 

(The following report of the Nur Bahli'i School in Santiago, 
Chile, was written for B~M'i News by Reed Chandler, 
chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahli'is of 
Chile.-Ed.) 

• 
In March 1977, following more than two years of extensive 

consultation with the Universal House of Justice and the Con
tinental BoanJ of Counsellors for South America, and great 
sacrifices on the part of the Chilean Baha'i community, the 
Ntir Baha'i School (Colegio Baha'i Nur) opened its doors in 
Santiago as the first Baha'i-owned and sponsored grammar 
school in the western hemisphere. 

The idea for the school sprang from discussions among a 
group of Baha'i school teachers in La Cisterna (a suburb of 
Santiago). It was nurtured and supported by the l"!ational 
Spiritual Assembly of Chile, which relayed the idea to the 
BoanJ of Counsellors and, through them, to the Universal 
House of Justi~, which gave tile project its blessings and 
support. 

The school was housed at first in a large building that was 
rented by the National Spiritual Assembly of Chile. After two 
years of sacrifice by Chilean Baha'is, and following a gener
ous contribution from the Universal House of Justice, a per
manent site and building for the school were purchased in 
May 1979. 

The Nur Baha'i School has classes for kindergarten 
through eighth grade. All courses conform to the official edu
cational programs and standams of the Chilean government 
and its Ministry of Education. 
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Among the school's special features are its -classes on Pr0-
gressive Revelation, and its special classes on the laws, princi
ples and teachings of the Baha'i Faith. 

The school's director is Mrs. Sylvia San Cristobal. The 
faculty consists of a team of 12 teachers who are Baha'is . 

The school's objectives are: 
I. To offer an educational service of the highest quality to 

the children of the local communities. 
2. To give the students a better oriemation towam their 

participation in society, paying special attention to the de
velopment of each student through a mor(! flexible and effec
tive educational program. 

3. To give the children an opportunity to understand the 
importance of the teachings and laws of religion. 

4. To be a center of artistic stimulus and activity by spon
soring and organizing cultural, musical, and sports events for 
the students. 

The school is now at a crucial stage in its development. 
The purchase of the property last May eXhausted all available 
funds. Needed now are additional classrooms and rest rooms 
to keep abreast of government regulations. 

More than 100 students now attend the Nur School, the 
majority of whom are non-Baha'is. The school's good reputa
tion is spreading rapidly throughout the capital city of San
tiago. 

If anyone is interested in obtaining more information about 
the Nur Baha') School-its needs, goals, etc.-he or she 
may contact the National Spiritual Assembly of Chile, Casilla 
3731, Santiago, Chile. 

J 
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Barrow, Alaska 
Above the Arctic Circle, a new l:I~fratu'l-Quds is dedicated 

The l;I~fratu 'l-Quds in Barrow, Alaska, said to be the 
world's northernmost Baha'i Center. was dedicated last 
November on the anniversary of the Birth of Baha'u'llah. 

The dedication ceremony, held during the evening of 
November 11, served as the basis for a proclamation and 
fireside campaign that included television and radio ·exposure 
as well as posters and printed invitations to the dedication 
sent to a number of selected individuals. 

Auxiliary Board member Lauretta King was the featured 
speaker at the dedication, while Donald Anderson represented 
the National Spiritual Assembly of Alaska. The program in
cluded the presentation of gifts for the new Center from the 
National Spiritual Assembly, as well as frOIJ] individual Alas
kan believers and Baha'is at the Green Acre Baha'i School in 
Eliot, Maine. 

The friends at the dediCation contributed $530 in honor of 
the event to be divided equally among the National Fund, 
Continental Fund, and International Fund. 

The dedication of the new Center followed by nearly four 
years the establishment of Barrow's first Local Spiritual As
sembly, on January 10, 1976. 

The Barrow community is well above the Arctic Circle at 
the latitude of mid-Greenland in the frozen Arctic Ocean. The 
opening of its Center represents the culmination of more than 
25 yearso( effort by a small band of pioneers and traveling 
teachers. . 

In 1954, the Spiritual Assembly of Anchorage asked the 
Guaniian about the desirability of sending pioneers to Bar
fQW. In his reply, Shoghi Effendi said this was a "highly 
meritorious field" and added that there was "a great signifi
cance to having believers serving so far north. " 

Frances Wells, who had helped fonn the first Spiritual As
sembly in Fairbanks, moved to Barrow in 1955. A second 
pioneer, Margaret Pirkey, joined Mrs. Wells during a sum
mer vacation that year. The Guardian cabled "DELIGHTED, 
ASSURE WVING PRAYERS." 

Two years later, Margaret Pirkey returned to Barrow, thus 
forming with Mrs. Wells the first Baha'i Group there. A few 
months later Miss Pirkey contracted Asiatic flu and left Bar
row for treatment. She passed away later that year. 

Almost immediately another pioneer, Mable Amidon, took 
her place to maintain the Barrow Group. 

Mrs. Wells, in poor health, was forced to leave Barrow in 
1958. Before doing so, she turned her home over to the Na-

tional Spiritual Assembly to be used as a pennanent Baha'i 
Center. 

The following year Tom and Dottie Baumgartner and their 
five sons arrived in Barrow in response to an appeal for a 
married couple to pioneer there. Soon afterward, poor health 
forced Mrs. Amidon to leave, and her departure was followed 
a year later by that of the Baumgartners. 

In 1960, Ruth Tazruk, an Eskimo youth, had become the 
first person to accept the Faith in Barrow, but th~ departure of 
theBaumgartners left the Baha'i Center empty .. 

Repeated efforts to send other pioneers to Barrow failed, 
and in 1962 the National Assembly sold the Center, d~ciqiQg 
it was unwise to leave it unattended. '. 

Barrow had no pioneers for nine and one-half years. How
ever, Alaska's Nine Year Plan goal of re-establishing a 
Baha'i Center in Barrow was won with the arrival there in 
1970 of David and Carolyn Baumgartner. This opened a new 
chapter for the Faith in Barrow that led six years later to the 
fonnation ot its first Spiritual Assembly. 

All the members of that first Assembly, with the exception 
of David Baumgartner, were Eskimo, part-Eskimo or Indian. 

David Baumgartner of the Barrow, Alaslm, BaM'i commun
ity stands in front of the /fa<.irafu'l-Quds in Barrow before 
exterior improvements were made to the building. 
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Hiroshi Yamamoto 
The passing of the elde$t son 

of the world's first Japanese believer 

. (The following tribute to Hiroshi Yamamoto was written for 
Baha'i' News by Mrs. Marion Yazdi of Rancho Palos Verdes, 
California.-£d.) 

This photo of then JO-year-old Hiroshi Yamamoto was taken 
July 17, 1919, in Yanai, Yamaguchi, Japan. 
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Hiroshi Yamamoto, eldest son of Kanichi (Moto) 
Yamamoto, the first Japanese BaIli'Cin the world, died Sep
tember 18, 1979, at the age of 70. 

Hiroshi was the brother of Shinji Yamamoto, retired State 
Architect of Wisconsin who now -serves on committees plan
ning the new national Archives building in Wihnette. He was 
also the brother of Mas Yamamoto of Oakland, Fumiko 000 
of Berkeley, and Mich Yamamoto of Santa Paula, California. 

Hiroshi's childhood was exceptional. He lived with his 
parents in the Oakland home of Mrs. Helen S. Goodall at 
1537 Jackson St. Mrs. Goodall, after moving to San Fran
cisco, kept the Jackson'St. house open for Baha'i gatherings 
with Moto in charge. His sons,Hiroshi, Shinji and Masao, 
were favorites with the early believers who met there. 

When 'Abdu'l-Baha came to· California on October-3, 
1912, He stayed at 1815 California St., San "Francisco, and it 
was Moto who lived in that house and joyously served Him. 
The Master showed great love for three-year-old Hiroshi and 
his two brothers. He would hold Hiroshi on His knee and talk 
and play with him. He gave the young boy the Arabic D8JIle 

"Hassan," meaning" goodness. " 
For a description of Hiroshi at that time we are indebted to 

Juanita Storch (who was 17 years old at the time) and the 
entry in her diary on October 12, 1912. She described the 
scene as the Baha'i children, their pa"rents and friends started 
to gather for an historic afternoon meeting with 'Abdu;l-~ 

It was Columbus Day and the people were about 
Lake Merritt enjoying the celebration but we" were 
going to see Abdul Baha. 

Abdul Baha and his party were eating in the dining 
room and I saw a glimpse of them as I went through the 
hall to take off my coat. Mrs. Cooper greeted us and 
made us feel at home. The Bahai atmosphete always 
encourages those few who had like us come early .. 

Then Katherine and I went outside into the garden. 
Moto's wife and little boys were on the lawn in the 
back yard . . . Katherine and· I sat in the teahouse f(X' 
awhile and then walked around the house a few times. 
It seemed a wonderful privilege to encircle the house in 
which the Blessed Abdul Baha was at that moment. 

I asked Hiroshi to walk with me but he only smiled 

J 
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The Master. 'Abdu·I-BaJui. with a large group of BaM' is at 
the home of Helen S. Goodall in Oakland. California. on·Oc
tober 16. 1912. Three-year-old Hiroshi Yamamoto is in the 
front center of the picture. held on the lap of Juanita Storch. 

and scampered off. As we went around one side 'Of the 
house, he went around the other and when we met he 
slipped his little soft hand Into mine and looked up with 
his little black shiny eyes and gave· me another of his 
happy smiles. He sat between us for awhile on a big 
seat in the teahouse and didn't say a word, but his face 
was actually aglow with smiles. Then he gently slipped 
from us and ran to his mother who was sitting in a 
swing under a Magnolia tree. 

(Later that afternoon when a photo was taken of 
Abdul Baha on the top step of Mrs. Goodall's home 
and the friends were gathered Qn the other steps, I was 
on the bottom one, and Hiroshi was sitting on my lap.) 

In 1919, after the Oakland home was sold, Moto moved to 
Berkeley to be near Alec and Kathryn Frankland. It was most 
important to him that his children be taught the Baha'f Faith. 
MIs. Frankland, and later Marion Carpenter (Yazdi) held 
weekly Junior classes attended by Hiroshi and his brothers 
and sister. Hiroshi learned prayers and Hidden Words and 
gave little talks in a shy, endearing way. At the first Western 
Baha'f Teaching Conference, held in San Francisco on 
November 24-26, 1922, he and the other children took part. 
They were irresistible-attractive, well-mannered, sparkling 
and intelligent. 

Hiroshi was a member of the Berkeley Baha'f community 
until December 7. 1941-. After the attack at Pearl Harbor he 
and his family were interned with other Japanese-Americans, 
first at the Tanforan race track in South San Francisco, and 
later at Camp Topaz, 150 miles south of Salt Lake City, 
Utah. The family was allotted one room. Even though faced 
with severe hardships, they never complained. 

After. the war, Hiroshi taught at Yale University for the 
Navy. He attended the Baha'f National Convention in 1948 
with his father and Kathryn Frankland. There was always a 
special bond between Hiroshi (in fact, all the Yamamotos) 
and Mrs. Frankland .. 

Hiroshi worked for more than 20 years for Pan American 
World Airways. He moved from Berkeley to Los Angeles 
and Hawaii, traveling for his company as a field representa
tive. Always, a letter of identification written by the secretary 
of the Spiritual Assembly of Berkeley went with him. He 
presented the letter to the Assembly when he returned in the 
spring of 1977 to become once again a member of the Berke
ley Babi'f community. 

Hiroshi was quite ill during his last years. Still, it was good 
to talk to him on the telephone and to receive his letters. He 
was always cheerful, kind, and full of appreciation. He was 
devoted to the Faith, his family, and his friends. 

It was in keeping with his character that he made an heroic 

effort in 1978 to attend the memorial services for a close 
friend. Ali Yazdi. He sat next to Ali's wife at the graveside 
and stood with the others for prayers. Because he was 
paralyzed on one side, it was difficult for him. He had a 
tremendous sense of loyalty. 

As we pay loving -tribute to dear, courageous Hiroshi 
Yamamoto, we feel acutely the loss of yet another of that 
valiant little band of early believers who knew the Master. 

Hiroshi Yamamoto at a retirement party given 
American Airways in 1970. 

AprII19801Bah6·..... 11 



t' 

1---------------------------
! 

Samoa 

'Caroline 
Islands 

Guatemala 
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Around the World 

About 40 Samoan BaM'i youth attended a 
conference at the Samoan Temple site in 
Tiapapata, Western Samoa, last September 
8-9. The conference, designed to stimulate 
youth to join in expansion and consolidation 
activities, included classes on various aspects 
of BaM' i life. Youth who have been 
participating in 'work parties' at the Temple 

The Baha'is of Udot Island in the Truk 
Lagoon have a new Baha'i Center, thanks 
largely to the efforts of a pioneer and a traveling 
teacher. 

Siumma Fifita, a pioneer to the Caroline 
Islands from Tonga, and Austin Bowden, an 
American Baha'i, planned and began 
construction of a l:I~iratu'I-Quds at Penia. The 
land for the Center was donated by a local 
believer, Kai Simon. 

When the building was completed, friends 
from all over the island attended a gala 
dedication party. 

The Baha'is of Penia use the new Center for 
children's classes, women's activities, 

More than 60 people attended a deepening 
institute for children and their parents last 
December 16 in Mazatenango, Department of 
Suchitepequez, Guatemala, sponsored by the 
BaM'i National Women's and Children's 
Committee. Parents attended discussions about 
the role of women in contemporary society, the 
importance of living a Bahd'i life, deepening, 
and the importance of teaching their children. 
The children, meanwhile, learned prayers, 
songs and aspects of the history of the Faith. 
The children also learned about the life of 
'Abdu'l-Bahti and took part in a drawing 
contest. 

site have now been allotted some land on 
which they will raise vegetables. Funds earned 
from the sale of the vegetables will be used to 
support youth activities. Participants at the 
September conference included pioneers from 
Canada, Australia, and Iran as well as the 
adult Samoan sponsors. 

deepenings, firesides and meetings of the Local 
Spiritual Assembly. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Caroline Islands has charter<:d a sailboat to 
transport traveling Baha'i teachers to the central 
Caroline Islands. 

The boat, a trimaram, is based at Ponape. It is 
owned by Californian Kenneth D' Ammasso, a 
pioneer to the Caroline Islands. 



Portugal 

Australia 

°0 

_. -----.----- ------ -- -- -- ---------------_. -

More than 70 Bahli'i youth from all parts of 
Portugal participated last September 22-23 in 
that country's first National Youth Conference 
in Lisbon. The conference was organized by 
the National Youth Committee of Portugal. 

To celebrate the International Year of the 
Child, the Baha'i communities of WooIIahra, 
Waverly and Randwick, Australia, sponsored 
an Art and Craft Exhibition last October that 
featured I ,000 paintings and craft articles by 
children 12 years old and under. 

More than I ,000 people visited the 
week-long showing at the Bondi Beach 
Pavilion iR Waverly. 

Invitations were sent to every school in the 
three eastern suburbs of Sydney, as well as to 
children's libraries and day care centers. The 
Waverly Council provided more than 3,000 
handouts and use of the gallery free of charge. 
The exhibition drew participation from 
children throughout the eastern suburbs. 

Guest speakers at the exhibition's opening 
ceremony, attended by more than 100 people, 
included Vera Eagle, national director of 
UNICEF, and Syd Einfeld, the minister of 
Consumer Affairs. 

Baha'IS supervising the exhibition received 
many questions about the Faith, and interested 
persons attended firesides that were held in the 
three participating communities. 

Bahli'is in $etubal, Portugal, built and staffed 
this booth last August at the Santiago Fair, 
one of the largest provincial fairs in Portugal. 
Thousands of Portuguese saw the booth, which 
included a display on the rearing and 
education 'of children. It was the second year 
in which the believers in Setubal created a 
boothfor that event. Following (hefair, 
attendance at the weekly firesides in Setubal 
increased dramatically. 

Participants in the opening ceremony of a 
children's Art and Craft Exhibition honoring 
the International Year of the Child sponsored 
last October by the Bahli'i communities of 
Woollahra, Waverly and Randwick, Australia, 
included (left to right) Mrs. Syd Einfeld; Syd 
Einfeld, Australia's minister of Consumer 
Affairs; master of ceremonies Gary Grainger, a 
member of the Waverly Bahli'i community; 
Vera Eagle, Australia's director of UNICEF; 
Ernie Pag€., the mayor of Waverly; and Mrs. 
Judy Hasselt. 
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About 20 Baha'is and their guests from six 
western Alaska communities and Greenland 
participated last October 26-28 in the Yu-Kwin 
Council, a deepening for Native believers in 
Alaska's Western Region, held in McGrath: 

Participants in the conference, sponsored by 
the Auxiliary Board and hosted by the Spiritual 
Assembly of McGrath, traveled to the 
conference site from Grayling, Holy Cross, 
Unalakleet, Lower Kalskag and Eagle River, 
Alaska, with one, Jens Lyberth, coming all the 
way from Greenlan<i. 

The program featured slides of Indian 
Bahci'is, ftlms of Baha'i Native Councils, and 
stories about the lives of Baha'u'lhih and 
'Abdu'l-Baha. 

The sessions were presided over by 
Auxiliary Board member Lauretta King with 
help from assistants to the Auxiliary Board 
Ernie Baumgartner, Audrie Reynolds and 
Joyce Shales. 

BaJui'i and non-BaJui'i children participated in 
special activities during the 'Week of the 
Child' last November /2-19. The week-long 
program was sponsored by the Spiritual 
Assembly of the BaM'is of Buenos Aires in 
recognition of the International Year of the 
Child. 

The Baha'i community of Palma, the capital , 
of Majorca in the Balearic Islands off the 
eastern coast of Spain, was among nine 
religious groups asked to participate in a recent 
round table discussion sponsored by an 
ecumenical organization. 

Baha'is who attended the meeting had an 
opportunity to present the Baha'i teachings on 
spiritual education as a means of preventing or 
eliminating prejudice, violence, alcohoJism, 
drug abuse, delinquency, and other harmful 
social conduct. 

The Baha'is suggested that a group be 
formed to help teachers include spiritual 
education, without proselytizing, in the regular 
school curricula. 

The Baha'is were then asked to develop the 

Mr. Lyberth, who has translated Baha'i 
prayers into the Eskimo language, read the 
Tablet of AJ:tmad in Eskimo. 

Forty-eight adults and youth along with 29 
children attended the 17th Annual Winter 
Conference at Petersburg, Alaska, last 
November 9- I 1. With the theme 
"International Year of the Child, " the 
conference featured classes and activities for 
first through ninth grade children as well as 
separate sessions for youth and adults. 

Child-related conference presentations 
included: "The Anisa Model, .. 
"Conversations Between Parent and 
Teen-Ager," "Art in Training Children," and 
"Communication Within the Family." 

idea and present a plan of action at a later 
meeting. 

Those present agreed to get together on a 
monthly basis, with one of the meeting places 
to be the l:I~iratu 'l-Quds in Palma. 

The priest who presided at the first meeting 
referred to the persecution of Baha'IS in trim, 
calling it a case of flagrant injustice. 



1---
- ------------------- ------------- - ----------- ---- --- ----------

Publications 

Sri 
Lanka 

The U.S. Baha'i Publishing Trust is 
preparing to release a number of new books 
and revised editions in late April in time for 
the National Baha'i Convention. The 
publications include one by 'Abdu '~Baha, one 
by Shoghi Effendi, an introduction to the 
Faith, and a new series for children. 

Foremost among the new books is the 
revised edition of A Traveler's Narrative, by 
'Abdu'l-Baha. First published in 1891, this is 
the Master's fascinating account of the-rise of 
the Babi Faith and of events in the lives of the 
Bab's followers, including Baha'u'lllih. Many 
Baha'is have never read A Traveler's 
Narrative, as it has been out of print for many 
years. 

Another revised edition is The Promised 
Day Is Come, Shoghi Effendi's eloquent and 
forceful letter to the Western Baha'is 
explaining that the reason for the present 
worldwide moral and social chaos is man's 
rejection of Baha'u'lllih. 

A clothbound version of BaIui' u' lltih and 
the New Era, the widely-read introduction to 
the Baha;i Faith by J. E. Esslemont, will be 
published in its fourth revised -edition. The 
clothbound edition, which includes recent 
statistics.and developments, is often presented 
as a gift to libraries and public officials. 

An innovative new series of children's 
books-Sunflower Books for Young 
Children-will add to the excitement at the 
National Convention. The four Sunflower 
Books, written by Deborah Christensen, are 
titled My BaIui'i Book, My Favorite Prayers 
and Passages, Our BaIui'i Holy Places, and 
God and Me. Designed especially for tbree- to 
seven-year-oids, they offer basic information, 
give children a good Jeeling about the Baha'i 
Faith, and provide simple activities-coloring, 
drawing, matching, pasting-that involve each 
child personally.-

Details of these and other new books and 

materials will be announced to all Baha'i 
librarians, Baha'i Publishing Trusts, and 
national distribution services. 

The Proud Helper and The Unfriendly 
Governor are the latest in a series of children's 
paperback books about 'Abdu'l-Baha 
distributed by the U.S. Baha'i Publishing 
Trust. Both were adapted for children by 
Anthony A. Lee, illustrated in color and black 
and white by Rex John Irvine, and are 
published by Kalimat Press. 

The Proud Helper ($2.50 NET, 24 pp., 
Catalog No. 7-52-72) tells of the efforts of a 
young American Baha'i pilgrim to help 
'Abdu'l-Baha serve the poor in 'Akka. The 
author adapted the story from Howard Colby 
Ives' book, Portals to Freedom. 

The Unfriendly Governor ($2.50 NET, 24 
pp., Catalog No. 7-52-73) relates the dramatic 
story of a plot against the Baha'is by an 
unfriendly official in 'Akka and . 
'Abdu'l-Baha's SUIprising response. The story 
is adapted from Lady Blomfield's The Chosen 
Highway. 

Both books illustrate such Baha'i values as 
love, service, courage, integrity, and 
obedience. To order, see "How to Order" 
below. 

How to Order: Please order from your 
librarian, Baha'i Publishing Trust, or 
Sales/Distribution Committee. If necessary, 
order directly from the Baha'i Publishing 
Trust, 415 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, IL 
60091 U.S.A. 

Postage and Handling: Inside U.S.: Add 75 
cents on orders under $5. Outside U.S.: For 
surface shipment, add 10 per cent of order 
(minimum $1.50). 

Twenty-five children attended a tea party in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, last October 13 for the 
children of BaM' i families and their friends. 
The party was given in honor of the 
International Year of the Child, and was 
highlighted by songs and dances performed by 
the children. Parents of the non-BaM'i 
children were given Baha'i literature. 
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Councillor Patrick Devine (seated center), the 
mayor of Londonderry, Northern Ireland, is 
presented a book containing the Bahti'i 
writings by John Long (third from left), 
chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the United Kingdom, during an interview in 
the mayor's office last December 16 with the 

To meet more members of the Baha'i 
community, the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the United Kingdom held some of its 
regular meetings in 1979 away from the 
National H~iratu'l-Quds in London. Towns in 
various areas of Great Britain were visited, and 
all nine members of the National Assembly 
participated in the last such meeting, on 
December 14-16 in Londonderry, Northern 
Ireland. 

That meeting was followed by a gathering, 
arranged by the Spiritual Assembly of 
Londonderry, with some 50 believers from 
throughout Northern Ireland. 

The National Assembly's visit received wide 
publicity in newspapers and on radio. The 
mayor of Londonderry received the members 

The Hand of the Cause of God 
'AIi-Mul}ammad Varqa participated in 
Canada's first French-Canadian Council held 
last OCtober 21 in Montreal, Quebec. 

The historic Couilcil, sponsored by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Canada 
through its National Teaching Committee, 
drew more than 70 French-Canadian believers 
from New Brunswick, northeastern Ontario, 
the three regions of Quebec. and as far away 
as the Magdalen Islands and Val-d'Or in 
Abitibi. 

Other participants included Auxiliary Board 
members Ted Oliver and Jean-Yves Larin. 

The Council provided an opportunity for the 

eo 

members of the National Spiritual Assembly 
that lasted close to an hour. Other members 
of the Assembly (left to right) are Betty Goode, 
treasurer; Dr. Ridvan Moqbel; Simon 
Mortimore; Philip Hainsworth; Enayatu'llah 
Rawhani, secretary; Dr. Keith Munro; 
Edmund Cardell; Mary Hardy. 

of the National Assembly at city hall, and was 
given a book containing Baha'i writings during 
an interview that lasted nearly an hour. 

A new textbook entitled Eight Major 
Religions in Britain, published by Edward 
Arnold Ltd., includes a chapter on the Baha'i 
Faith. 

Since the inclusion of a chapter on the Faith 
in a book produced by such a reputable 
publisher may provide an incentive for other 
publishers to follow suit, the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the United Kingdom has 
appointed a special committee to explore that 
possibility . 

friends to consult in French on teaching the 
Faith to French-Canadians while it created a 
better understanding of the French-Canadian 
reality within the Canadian community. 

Throughout the day, in both the plenary 
sessions and workshops, there was a constant 
stream of ideas, contributions, comments, and 
suggestions. 

The National Spiritual Assembly plans to 
hold a s.econd Council to continue the work 
begun at the first meeting of French-Canadian 
believers. 

I 
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Zaire 

Taiwan 

Rhodesia 

All of the inhabitants of three villages in 
Zaire's Equateur Province accepted the Faith 
last September and October during a teaching 
trip there by Auxiliary Board member Rohan 
Vahhabi. 

Miss Vahhabi reported that 25 Groups and 
isolated centers were formed among the 
receptive people of the Zone of Bolomba. 

"Many people from among the local 
authorities accepted the Faith and were 
enrolled as Baha'is, and many prominent 
members of Catholic and Protestant churches 

The Hand of the Cause of God Collis 
Featherstone visited the Baha'is of Taiwan last 
November where he stressed to the National 
Spiritual Assembly the need for proclamation, 
especially to officials and influential residents 
of Taiwan. Mr. Featherstone discussed the 
nature of the institutions of the Faith during an 
informal meeting at the National Center. 

The Hand of the Cause spoke at public 
meetings in Yungho and Hsintien; served as 
guest speaker for the observance of the Day of 
the Covenant at the National Center, and met 
informally with believers in Tainan and 
Kaohsiung where he also conducted firesides 
and met the the Local Spiritual Assemblies. 

Following his six-day visit to Taiwan, Mr. 
Featherstone, accompanied by his wife, 
returned to Australia. 

More than 60 believers from nine 
communities in Matabeleland participated last 
October 25-26 in the first Regional Teaching 
Conference at Bulawayo, Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia. 

Participants included Auxiliary Board 
members Helen Wilks, Carlos Kaupo and 
Enayat Sohaili along with Doreen Mpofu, a 
member of the National Spiritual Assembly. 

A flip chart on the Baha'i Fund was 
demonstrated, and the friends were told that 
three more charts soon would be available for 
Area Teaching Committees to use as 

expressed favorable and respectful views of the 
Faith," she said. 

On a second trip, to the Zone of Bikoro, two 
classes were held to instruct local Baha'i 
teachers, with 26 participating in the study of 
Baha'i history, administration, and laws. 

The Regional Teaching Committee plans to 
send these deepened teachers to help open new 
areas of Zaire to the Faith. 

The Harul of the Cause of God Collis 
Featherstone (secorulfrom left) consulted with 
a number of BaM' is in Taiwan during his 
six-day visit there last November. Shown here 
with Mr. Featherstone are Auxiliary Board 
member Roxanne Terrel (secorulfrom right) 
arul assistants to the Auxiliary Board James 
Rossing (left) arul Tan Hock Khen. 

BaM'isfrom Taiwan gather at TaoYuan 
International Airport to welcome the Harul of 
the Cause of God Collis Featherstone arul 
Mrs. Featherstone. The Featherstones arrived 
in Taiwan last November 24 for a six-day visit. 
The welcoming party was composed of Bahd' is 
of Chinese, Malaysian, Korean, Persian arul 
American backgrouruls. 

deepening aids. 
On the day after the close of the conference, 

a group of believers visited the unopened 
locality of Nevada Farm, many of whose 
residents were gathered together to hear about 
the Faith. Mrs. Iran Sohaili volunteered to 
return later to Nevada Farm to follow up on 
the teaching efforts there. 
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In these two photographs, taken early last December, French artisans are installing the last major 
portions of the marble exterior for the new building for the Seat of the Universal House of Justice 
in Haifa, Israel. In the photograph above, workmen are placing marble sheathing on the 
building's dome. The ceramic tile covering for the rest of the roof has yet to be installed. Below, 
the marble steps in the center of the entrance side of the building are being constructed. 
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A sacrifice to fidelity 
The senseless, brutal slayings of Enoch 
Olinga, his wife and children 

(The following extracts are from a letter dated 
January 11, 1980, from the Hands of the Cause of God 
residing in the Holy Land to the Hands of the Cause of 
God throughout the world.-Ed.) 

• 
In all of these sad events it is some consolation 

to know that apparently the murder of Mr. 
Olinga was in no way directly connected with 
either religion or politics; in other words no one 
associated Enoch with any political factions and 
this attack on him was not in the nature of an 
attack on the Faith itself. Enoch may have been 
killed just because he was an affluent business
man and well known because of this and as a 
"leader" of the Baha'is. For some years past in 
Uganda the elimination of prominent people has 
been a fixed policy of certain factions and nearly 
all those who fell into this category fled the coun
try. Mr. Vuyiya, who arrived in Kampala from 
Nairobi three days after the event, writes, 
". . . staying in the middle of the town, I had the 
full effect of the state of near anarchy in Kampala 
at night. There were shots every night." He 
points out that in the nightly curfew no one 
could tell who was roaming about the streets and 
that every night brought with it " . .. the news of 
the murder of yet another family." As nothing 
worth mentioning, induding a large sum of 

. money which was available in Mr. Olinga's desk, 
seems to have been stolen from the home, some 
people consider that it was one of the acts being 
regularly committed by some obscure faction, to 
create the impression that lawlessness was ram
pant and thus discredit the efforts of the new 
Government to maintain law and order. In simi
lar killings these "thugs" have stated they are 
not thieves but have come "only for lives." 

Now that detailed reports have been received 
here, we feel we should acquaint you fully with 
these matters so that the Baha'is, through this 
report to you, will be properly informed and not 
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attribute his murder to all kinds of things which 
have no foundation in fact; we notice through 
meetings with the friends and letters received 
here that there is a lot of speculation, misinfor
mation and personal interpretation of events 
going about. Hence the details contained in this 
letter, most of which you already know. 

There is no doubt that the fidelity of Enoch to 
the Baha'i community and its interests in 
Uganda, and in particular to the Mother Temple 
for Africa, was not only outstanding and most 
touching but, on more than one occasion the 
respect in which he was held by many prominent 
non-Baha'is enabled him to safeguard the House 
of Worship and the adjacent National Headquar
ters, at a time when meetings were forbidden 
and the country itself in a very dangerous condi
tion. For almost two years (due to the banning of 
the Faith in Uganda along with twenty-six other 
religious organizations in September 1977) Enoch 
and the two Ugandan members of the Continen
tal Board of Counsellors for Central and East 
Africa, Oloro Epyeru and Kolonario Oule, had 
been made responsible, by the Universal House 
of Justice, for the protection and guidance of the 
Faith there. At last conditions had begun to 
change and our Supreme Body was able to ap
point a Uganda Administrative Committee to 
take over the administrative work, pending such 
time as the re-election of the National Spiritual 
Assembly could be held. This important new 
Committee held its first meeting in the National 
I:I~iratu'I-Quds on the Baha'i Temple property 
on August 25, 1979. Enoch was present and in
vited to chair it. He was radiantly happy and 
distributed to the Committee members present 
"a well worked out and soul stirring devotional 
programme," handing each one a new prayer 
book with passages marked. They all went to the 
Temple for this most moving devotional inaugu
ration of their work and from there visited the 
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grave of the Hand of the Cause of God Musa 
Bancini and after praying there returned to the 
National Centre to start their meeting, which 
they opened with the Tablet of AQmad. Enoch 
then presented each one with one of the prayer 
books as a gift and he and the others all signed 
each book-truly a precious memento of an his
toric occasion which constituted the "resurrec
tion" of the Ugandan Baha'i community. 

According to the minutes of that meeting: "the 
beloved Hand of the Cause of God presented the 
appointment letter from the Universal House of 
Justice to the Committee. He observed that this 
Committee was an arm of the Universal House of 

-Justice stretched over Uganda" and assured 
them this appointment conferred the capacity 
and worthiness to do their work and therefore 
they should rely on the power of the Holy Spirit 
at all times. The Committee then decided to draft 
a cable to the Universal House of Justice signify
ing their acceptance of their appointment and 
desire to serve worthily. This entire meeting was 
a "joy-laden" occasion and ended with singing 
Baha'i songs. 

The following day Enoch again acted as 
Chairman at the second meeting and set before 
its members a clear picture of the needs of both 
the Faith throughout the country and the many 
things requiring to be done at the Temple prop
erty owing to the depredations caused by the 
conditions inside Uganda and the war 
-telephone connection, water supply, office 
equipment, lawn mowers were all gone; the 
Universal House of Justice had provided a 
budget for restoring the property and the Na-

. tiona! Centre to a condition where it could be 
kept up and the administrative work function; 
the property also urgently needed personnel to 
stay on I<ikaaya Hill and protect it. Many duties 
were outlined and discussed and a plan made to 

- hold a National Briefing Conference during Oc
tober. This was later called the "Re-Birth Confer
ence." 

The next meeting of this Committee took place 
on September 15th-the day before Enoch's 
murder. He was not present but the Counsellor 
Kolonario Oule had specially come to Kampala 
to meet with it and discuss the work in his area. 
His arrival at this moment, when the black cloud 
of catastrophe was already drawing near, was 
truly providential. As both Ugandan 
Counsellors-Kolonario Oule and Oloro 
Epyeru-live about 300 kilometers north-east of 
Kampala, communication and travel were not 
easy and Oule apologized for both his and 
Epyeru's absence, due to illness, from the first 
meeting. He paid glowing tribute to not only 
Enoch's services but his "matchless courage" 
during the most difficult period the Cause had 
passed through. 

We learn from George Olinga, Enoch's eldest 
son, that from the time the Faith was banned 
until Idi Amin fell from power his father, on 
many occasions, stated he would not leave the 
country or run away. He was not only worried 
over the morale of the Baha'is but was very much 
concerned about the Baha'i properties and their 
protection. That they were safeguarded in the 
midst of so much turmoil, that precious archive 
material was removed to a remote spot and no
thing happened to it, we owe largely to this 
fellow Hand of ours, this Enoch we loved so 
much. 

In April 1979 En6ch was injured and very nar
rowly escaped death in a serious car accident, the 
cause of which was suspicious; he told George 
he considered it providential as otherwise he 
would have gone to his home in Teso and he had 
learned later that his name was on a list for "li
quidation" there. As he was recovering from this 
accident and living up at the Temple site during 
the chaotic period of looting in Kampala, his 
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'. · · a trail of blood was found ... to the room 8adi was in ... ' 

presence there was undoubtedly the reason the 
Baha'i properties-particularly the precious 
Mother Temple of Africa-were not also looted. 
Generally speaking the looters passed over 
places which were occupied, especially if a 
strong personality stood up to them. During this 
period, however, Enoch's own home was looted 
completely bare. He went down one day from
Kikaya Hill to his house and found this going on; 
for some moments his own life was in acute 
danger as he was accused at gun point of being a 
soldier of Amin; when he succeeded in convinc
ing them he was not, his life was spared. He and 
his family, who for safety's sake he had sent to 
their home in Teso, then had to set about the 
complete restoration and refurnishing of their 
house. 

Shortly before the conquest of Kampala had 
taken place, which preceded the above incident, 
Enoch's son Badi was hijacked with his pickup 
by Amin's soldiers and disappeared for over a 
week. The anguish of worry over his where
abouts and fear for his life was acute and George 
states that in i1is father's many prayers he asked 
Baha'u'llah to accept Badi as a sacrifice for His 
Cause. When Badi was finally released by Amin's 
soldiers, who had impounded his car for trans
portation, the relief of the Olinga family was 
great, but it had been a terrible experience for his 
young sister Tahirih who suffered severe depres
sion as a result. Indeed, it was partly to cheer her 
up that the large family reunion was planned for 
Sunday, September 16th, which was her birth
day. 

Of his father's last days George writes: "He 
spent most of his time at Kikaaya cutting the grass 
around the Temple, sweeping the Temple, and 
the last few. days before his tragic death he had 
reorganized the Baha'i Centre, from washing the 
floor to allocation of rooms for various functions 
of the newly appointed Administrative Commit
tee. During their first meeting in Kampala I had 
just arrived from Nairobi and Daddy was over
joyed when I told them that while I was in Kenya I 
had found the grass mowers for the Temple 
grounds and that they had been purchased ... 
So happy was Daddy during these last days of his 
life that he told some of the friends he is so re-
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lieved to have handed over to the Administrative 
Committee that he was ready to die." 

Even on that fate-laden Sunday, September 
16th, Enoch and his wife and the children who 
were-in Kampala had been up at the Temple, as 
George states that on that day his father "was in 
a happy mood and spent most of the time in 
Kikaaya." 

As the regular nightly curfew began at 8 p.m. 
we assume well before that hour the Olingas 
returned to their home-the former historic 
home of the Hand of the Cause Musa Banani, 
which Enoch had bought when Mrs. Banani 
could no longer live there alone because of the 
steady increase of robbery and violence inside 
Kampala, in spite-of the fact that the house was 
in a very good residential district inside the city; 
Enoch had added to the property a high barbed 
wire fence and a gate to ensure greater protec
tion. 

It is probably never going to be possible to 
establish exactly what the terrible course of 
events was which took place that night; sleeping 
next to the garage, in a building near the back 
door, which gave on to the small compound into 
which, through the gate, the automobile drive
way entered the grounds, was a Baha'i garden 
boy; on either side of the Olinga property were 
neighbors. In a city where murder for many 
weeks has stalked the streets in the dark, and the 
rattle of automatic fire is frequently heard, peo
ple keep inside and under cover themselves 
w hen they hear guns going off nearby. No doubt 
this was equally true of those near the Olinga 
home. 

We are told, however, by the garden boy, that 
Elizabeth was in the kitchen, at the back of the 
house preparing dinner with Lennie; Badi was 
studying in a back bedroom at the end of the 
inner corridor and Tahirih may have been with 
him. It is conjectured that there were six armed 
men, one remained to guard the gate through 
which they broke into the property, and the 
other five came to the back door demanding it be 
opened and firing shots. Whatever exactly took 
place a trail of blood was found from the kitchen 
to the room Badi was in and a rough attempt had 
been made to bandage Lennie's leg where he had 



No one was more appreciative of the many contributions in Ecuador only three months after the tragic deaths of Mr. 
of Enoch Olinga than Dr. Ra#:Jmatu'lIcih Muhcijir who is Olinga, his wife and three of their children in Kampala, 
shown here holding aloft a photo of his fellow Hand of the Uganda. 
Cause. Ironically, Dr. Muhcijir succumbed to a. heart attack 

been wounded. As this is the room where all 
except Enoch were murdered, it seems likely 
they sought refuge there, locked the door and 
enough time elapsed to try and staunch Lennie's 
wound before the armed men broke in and evi
dently lined Elizabeth, Lennie, Badi and Tahirih 
up against the wall and shot them; two rows of 
bullet holes showed they were shot both at chest 
and knee level and the pitiful mangled remains 
of these four people were found next day on the 
floor in a pile. Exactly what happened to Enoch is 
not known; George surmises, from accounts of 
those who were at least in the vicinity, if not 
actual eyewitnesses of what took place in the 
house, that Enoch was in the sitting room, heard 
the cries and shots, came out into the compound 
at the back and was taken in either to see his 
family shot or see them lying dead and once 
again came out into the compound for he was 

heard to be weeping and sobbing out loud; he 
was then shot from behind in the chest and hips 
and fell in front of the garage. The neighbors 
stated that they phoned the police five times 
when all this was happening but were told there 
were patrol cars in the area; no one came. In the 
morning, whenever he dared to venture forth, 
the garden boy found Enoch's body and ran to 
inform a memher of the newly appointed 
Uganda Administrative Committee who im
mediately went to the home of "Auntie Claire," 
the much-loved and esteemed early pioneer to 
Africa who owns a well-known nursery school. 

During all the warfare and troubles in Uganda 
and in Kampala, Claire Gung, in spite of her 79 
years and very poor health, had remained at her 
post. Now, at the time of this grievous crisis, 
despite her own shock and heartbreak, she 
placed many phone calls, trying to contact 
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'. · · Sunday ... was to have been a family reunion. 

George in Kenya and let him know what had 
happened, seeking to inform the World Centre 
and receive guidance from ~he Universal House 
of Justice, telephoning as far afield as England in 
case other channels should not prove effective. 
The solicitude of the Universal House of Justice 
for Miss Gung's weIfare--in the midst of all its 
own shock,grief and pressing duties at that 
time--was most touching and was reflected in 
the constant communications from Haifa regard
ing the funeral and other matters in which mes
sages of appreciation, assurance of prayers and 
admonitions to take care of her health were in
cluded. 

It will be remembered that Sunday, the 16th of 
September, was to have been a family reunion 
for all the Olinga children in East Africa; George, 
his wife and two children were coming back from 
a visit to a Baha'i on the coast of Kenya; Patrick 
was due back in Kampala from a trip to Teso to 
sell coffee for his father; Godwin, who was in 
Fort Portal, decided to wait until George arrived 
and then come in to Kampala. By such tenuous 
threads are the lives of people suspended! 
George was delayed because he could not get the 
right" tires for his car, Patrick decided to wait 
until Monday and see how much the coffee was 
sold for, Godwin just waited ... 

At length the frantic telephone calls of Claire 
Gung succeeded in conveying the terrible news 
to both the Continental Board of Counsellors' 
Office in Nairobi and the Secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Kenya. The Counsellor, 
Peter Vuyiya, was fortunately in Nairobi, staying 
at the National Center, and was able to telephone 
the Universal House of Justice, which was in ses
sion when this terrible news was broken to it. 
From then on the guidance of the House was with 
the heartbroken friends and family responsible 
for making all decisions for the funeral, for the 
burial, for publicity and so on. On that same day, 
Monday the 17th, George and his wife and chil
dren left for Kampala, spending a night en route 
at Kisumu. Peter Vuyiya decided to not get in
volved with air travel and left early the 18th, arriv
ing, by a process of many changes from one com
munal taxi to another, in Kampala before curfew 
fell. 
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While all these events were taking place Enoch 
and his family were still lying Monday morning 
where their murderers had left them. Two of the 
devoted African Baha'is had immediately gone 
to the Olinga home and were there when the 
police made their investigations. 

In reading over a great many pages of reports 
one is deeply impressed by the fact that the peo
ple on the spot, the victims of civil war, ter
rorism, looting, constant crimes and dangers, 
acted with astonishing presence of mind, cour
age and capability. Their calmness, faith and for
titude shine through the horrible tale of violent 
death and all its degrading details. We all acutely 
realize the loss of Enoch and the wanton murder 
of his wife and children. What we do not perhaps 
appreciate is the defenseless state of the dead in a 
city devoid of facilities, still mostly without any 
law enforcement, in hot weather, in a country 
depleted of almost every commodity. Yet the 
three Counsellors, Oloro Epyeru, Kolonario 
Oule, and Peter Vuyiya, with the members of the 
very recently appointed Administrative Com
mittee, together with members of Enoch's family 
and a handful of friends, lifted-like veritable 
giants-the manifold burdens of this unheard-of 
situation and carried their work forward to a 
beautiful and dignified conclusion when the 
bodies were finally interred on Tuesday, Sep
tember 25th, in the Baha'i cemetery. 

, 
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Funeral in Uganda 
for Hand of Cause 
Enoch Olinga 

The funeral for the Hand of the Cause of God 
Enoch Olinga was planned, in collaboration with the 
Continental Board of Counsellors in Central and 
East Africa, by the month-old Baha'i Administrative 
Committee for Uganda. This committee was ap
pointed by the Universal House of Justice to oversee 
the affairs of the Faith in Uganda until the formerly
banned National Spiritual Assembly could be re
established. George Olinga, the eldest Surviving 
member of the family, joined the Committee in 
much of these deliberations. 

Shortly after noon on September 24, 1979, the 
bodies of the five Olingas were taken from Mulago 
Hospital mortuary to the Olinga home on Kintante 
Road in Kampala. The five draped caskets were 
placed in the Sitting room along with the many flow
ers. Those present recited prayers and sang Baha'i 
songs. It was a sad and tragic homecoming for the 
man who had become a Baha'i in that same house in 
1952, when it was the residence of the Hand of the 
Cause of God MUsa Banani. Mr. Olinga had pur
chased the home after Mr. Banams passing. 

The funeral procession assembled at the Olinga 
home. The five caskets were loaded into pickup 
trucks, the only vehicles available, for the procession 
out of the city and up the winding road-to Kikaaya 
Hill. 

A police escort, required for protection, preceded 
the automobiles carrying the members of the Board 
of Counsellors and members of the Olinga family. 
Other mourners followed in_an assortment of vehi
cles. 

The funeral began at 2 p. m. in the Conference 
Hall of the Nationall:fci?iratu'I-Quds, adjacent to the 
House of Worship and the Baha'i cemetery. ThoSe 
present sang "AUah'u' Abha" as the caskets were car
ried into the hall and ~d at the head of the room. 
The casket of the Hand of the Cause was in the special 
care of the members of the Board of Counsellors; the 
other pallbearers were members of the Olinga family 
and the large Baha'i "family" in East Africa. 

More than 300 people were present, overflowing 
the capacity of the building and leaving some stand
ing outside during the service. Some of those at the 
funeral had walked great distances after being in
formed of the tragedy by special broadcasts on the 
state radio system. 

-------- ----- ----- -- -----------

Officials present included the Minister of Justice as 
special representative of the President of Uganda; 
the former Ugandan Ambassador to Lesotho; the 
Bishop of Namirembe; the Canon of Makerere 
Church in Kampala; the principal Immigration Of
ficer, and other distinguished guests and representa
tives of the press. 

The message from the Universal House of Justice 
was read during the service as well as other mes
sages of condolence and a brief summary of the life 
of the Hand of the Cause. Prayers and passages 
from the Baha'i Writings were read in English, Per
sian, Swahili, Ateso, and Luganda. 

The funeral party then proceeded to the cemetery. 
The Prayer for the Dead was recited, then the casket 
carrying the earthly remains of the Hand of the Cause 
of God Enoch Olinga was lowered into the earth of his 
native land. 

Mr. Olinga's grave adjoins that of the Hand of the 
Cause of God MUsa Banaru. The grave sites of his 
wife Elizabeth and daughter Tahirih, and those of his 
two sons, Barli' and Lennie are nearby. 

Mr. Olinga, a native of Kampala, embraced the 
Faith of Baha'u'Uah in 1952 and spent the next 11 
years as a pioneer in West Africa, principally in the 
Cameroons, Nigeria and Ghana. 

His heroic efforts in opening the British _ 
Cameroons to the Faith led to his being named a 
Knight of Baha'u'llah. He was appointed a Hand of 
the -Cause of God by the Guardian in October, 
1957, the only native African ever to achieve that 
distinction. 

The Hand 0 the Cause traveled extensively in 
Europe, South East Asia, Australia and New Zea
land. He traveled to the United States on at least two 
occasions, and visited many towns and cities in the 
Deep South during a period of large-scale enroll
ment there in 1970. 

Mr. Olinga represented the Universal House of 
Justice on a number of occasions, such as the Baha'i 
National Conventions in the Dominican RepUblic 
and Cuba in 1961, and in later years in 
Burundi / Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, Uberia, The 
Gambia, and at the first Baha'i Oceanic Conference 
in Palermo, Sicily, in 1968. 

An economist who was fluent in six languages, Mr. 
Olinga authored several books, the most important 
of which is Social and Economic Problems-Their 
Solution. 

The cable from the Universal House of Justice 
pays proper tribute to this beloved Hand of the 
Cause: "HIS RADIANT SPIRIT, HIS UNWAVER
ING FAITH, HIS ALL-EMBRACING LOVE, HIS 
LEONINE AUDACITY IN THE TEACHING FIELD, 
HIS TITLES KNIGHT BAHA'U'LLJ\H FATHER 
VICTORIES CONFERRED BELOVED GUAR
DIAN, ALL COMBINE DISTINGUISH HIM AS 
PRE-EMINENT MEMBER HIS RACE IN ANNALS 
FAITH AFRICAN CONTINENT." 
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'Much-loved friend and adviser' 
Hand of the Cause RalJmatu'liah Muhajir dies in Ecuador 

(This moving accoun t of the final days of the 
Hand of the Cause of God Ralpnatu'lltih Muhtijir 
was written by Mrs. Helen Hornby, the Baha'i 
News correspondent in Ecuador.-Ed.) 

• 
The Hand of the Cause of God Ral)matu'llah 

Muhajir arrived in Ecuador from Lima, Peru, at 
about 3:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 26. 
He was greeted at the airport by a host of 
friends including members of the Continental 
Board of Counsellors for South America, who 
were in the country for one of their scheduled 
meetings. Dr. Muhajir was presented with sev
eral bouquets of red roses, which he in tum 
lovingly presented to two of the indigenous be
lievers from Otavalo as a token of his love and 
esteem. 

He shook hands and embraced all the friends, 
saying, 11 Allah'u' Abha." When he had finished 
greeting everyone, he jokingly remarked, "Now 
I am sure I have said' Allah'u' Abha' 95 times for 
the day." Everyone showed such happiness at 
being with Dr. Muhajir that passersby paused to 
look on, some of them asking, "Who is he?" and 
giving the Baha'is an opportunity to mention the 
name of the Faith. 

Dr. Muhajir's schedule was hectic. He did 
not pause to rest after arriving at the airport, as 
he usually did in this altitude, but was driven 
directly to a television interview. Unfortu
nately, the interview was canceled because of 
technical problems with the lights. Afterward, 
Dr. Muhajir had a radio interview, and at 6 
0' clock that evening was taken to the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Kamran Mansuri, in the village 
of Cumbaya, where the Counsellors were 
meeting. 

Later that evening he spoke to the Baha'i 
community in Quito, and afterward had a brief 
interview with members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly about his proposed agenda 
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and length of stay. The following day, Thurs
day, he went to Esmeraldas, accompanied by 
Auxiliary Board member Charles Hornby and 
Keikavous Vahdat . 

From the airport in Esmeraldas, the three went 
directly to the new Baha'i Institute that is being 
built and named in honor of the Hand of the 
Cause of God Enoch Olinga. Afterward, they 
were invited for lunch at the home of pioneers 
Susanne Jensen and Auxiliary Board member 
Jim Jensen. In the afternoon Dr. Muhajir did 
three radio broadcasts, gave a fireside that even
ing, and had a television interview that night. 
The interview was conducted by Sr. Angel Jara 
Lucas, who had accepted the Faith at the age of 
nine but had had little contact with the Baha'is 
since his early years. Dr. Muhajir invited him to 
do the interview, and afterward removed his 

The Hand of the Cause of God Ra1Jmatu Muhdjir greets the 
friends on his arrival last December 26 at the airport in Quito, 
Ecuador. Standing behind and to the left of Dr. Muhdjir is 
Counsellor Peter McLaren. 



necktie and presented it to Sr. Lucas in remem
brance of the occasion. Sr. Lucas also invited 
people to attend a meeting that evening at the 
Jensens' to hear Dr. Muhajir speak. 

At that meeting, Dr. Mtiliajir gave a warm and 
loving talk, likening the body of mankind to the 
human body, relating science to religion in a way 
that was educational as well as spiritual. Then he 
turned the meeting over to the Baha'is and seek
ers, encouraging the friends to answer questions 
and enroll those who wished to accept the Faith. 
Fifteen were enrolled before the meeting was 
adjourned. 

Dr. Muhajir returned to Quito around midday 
on Friday, December 28, and resumed his busy 
schedule, conferring that afternoon with the 
Counsellors before presiding at a joint meeting 
that evening with the Counsellors, Auxiliary 
Board members and the National Spiritual As
sembly. 

A conference for pioneers had been called for 
Monday, December 31, by the National Spiritual 
Assembly on behalf of the Counsellors. The 
Hand of the Cause expressed the feeling that the 
meeting should be held instead on Saturday, 
December 29; that it would bear more fruit if a 
plan or plans could be presented. He also in
sisted that the more active indigenous teachers 
should attend. 

"Mount your steeds, 0 heroes of God!" This 
was Dr. Muhajir's motto, and it was epitomized 
by the eagerness of those waiting to see how 
many far-reaching projects he would envisage, 
and substantiated by the prompt movement of 
pioneers and teachers responding to the call. 
Whenever a new teaching Plan was received 
from the Universal House of Justice, everyone 
knew it wouldn't be long before a visit from Dr. 
Muhajir was forthcoming to place in perspective 
any perplexities that might be engendered by the 
vastness of the Plan. 

He would always open up new avenues and 
approaches to teaching. On one occasion, he 
sent a group of believers to the history books of a 
country to find out how many different ethnic 
groups were there, where they were located, and 
to learn something about their culture--then he 
asked the National Spiritual Assembly to formu
late a plan to reach them. After each session he 
woUld leave heads swirling by his edifying pres
ence, his high spirit, his clarity and simplicity, 
and of course by the amount of work he outlined 
to be accomplished while at the same time giving 
the group the feeling they had really planned it 
themselves. He always was quick to praise the 
institutions of the Faith and the believers for 
their accomplishments-but nearly always 
added a sweet, calm suggestion that the teaching 
work could be amplified a bit more! 

, --"--------

Dr. Muhtijir was a great friend of children, and they responded 
warmly to his obvious love and concern for them. 

The secretary of the National Spiritual Assem
bly reported that in its meeting With Dr. Muhajir, 
he had asked to be brought up to date on the 
progress of the Cause in Ecuador; then, after 
inquiring about numerical goals, he decided to 
concentrate on the first goal enunciated by the 
Universal House of Justice-that of increasing 
the number of believers in the country from all 
levels of society. He was pleased by the 
Assembly's plan of increasing the Baha'i popula
tion in areas that historically had been difficult, 
but suggested that more Baha'is should be 
looked for in the areas of mass convE:rsion, that 
teaching should be stepped up in the larger 
cities, and that a certain number of cities should 
be chosen and the following method used to find 
new believers: 

Start teaching in one Baha'i home and invite 
seekers there for firesides, not stopping this 
fireside teaching for 10 consecutive nights, then 
rest one or two days. This should be followed by 
another 10 nights of firesides in a different Baha'i 
home; then rest another day or two, and resume 
in yet another home . . . He suggested doing 
this for nine months, thus obtaining "mass con
version" teaching results. 

Dr. MuMjir then left the Assembly meeting to 
join the friends at the I:I~iratu'I-Quds, leaving 
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Dr. Ra1.zmatu'llah Muhajir (left) looks aver construction of the 
Enoch Olinga Baha'i Institute in Esmeraldas, Ecuador, with 
Au;riliary Board member Jim Jensen (back to camera) and Na
tional Spiritual Assembly members Vicente Quinonez and Ar
mi/lda Vera. 

Counsellor RaUl Pavon to work with the Na
tional Assembly to pull the plan together and 
have it ready the following day for the meeting 
with pioneers and other Baha'is. En route to the 
l:Ia~iratu'I-Quds for the public meeting, Dr. 
Muhajir remarked to one of the friends who was 
walking with him, "What would you think if I 
were to stay several more days? I would like to 
visit all of the teaching areas." He expressed the 
same thought later that evening, after dinner. 

The meeting at the National Center was ad
journed late that evening, and it wasn't until 
after 11 o'clock that the Hand of the Cause and 
Counsellors arrived at the home of Charles and 
Helen Hornby for a late supper. Dr. Muhajir 
carried on an animated conversation with a 
Korean acupuncturist about his native land, the 
Baha'i Faith, and the Korean language. He ap
peared very happy and quite hungry. It was not 
until after midnight that supper was finished 
and everyone retired. 

On Saturday morning, December 29, when 
the writer and her husband arrived at the Man
suri home around 7:30, Dr. Muhajir and some of 
the Counsellors were preparing to leave for the 
meeting with the pioneers. The gathering, at the 
l:Ia~ratu'I-Quds, was opened with a round of 
prayers, after which the chairman of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly gave a brief explana-
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tion of its purpose and extended a warm wel
come to everyone. Dr. Muhajir was invited to 
speak, but he asked that Counsellor Pavon speak 
first. As the Counsellor began to talk, Dr. 
Muhajir playfully teased him in Spanish, which 
created a happy atmosphere among the audi
ence. Shortly afterward, Dr. Muhajir arose and 
quietly left the room. He was smiling; no one had 
any idea that he might be ill. 

The Hand of the Cause walked around the 
l:I~atu'I-Quds to the kitchen, where he sat 
dow.n. The women who were working in the 
kitchen saw him and discovered that he was ill. 
He asked to be massaged. The writer came out
side shortly afterward and realized that he was 
haVing a heart attack. The conference was 
notified of his illness, and prayers were called 
for. 

Soon Dr. Muhajir was taken to a nearby 
emergency clinic for medical attention and oxy
gen. During this time he was repeating the 
Greatest Name with those who were caring for 
him, and he smiled and talked with the doctor 
and nurse when his pain was not so acute. 
Counsellor Mas'tid Khamsi never left his side. 
About half an hour after his arrival at the clinic, 
Dr. Muhajir lost consciousness and soon passed 
away. It was shortly after 11 a.m. 

When it was noted that his condition was wors
ening, the other Counsellors were called to the 
hospital. They and the national secretary relayed 
the somber news to the friends that Dr. Muhajir 
had winged his flight to the Abha Kingdom. The 
friends from throughout the country who had 
come for the meeting were stunned and deeply 
saddened by the catastrophic news; many found 
it difficult to believe and accept. The Counsellors 
took charge of matters until such time as a meet
ing with the National Spiritual Assembly could 
be held. Phone calls were made to the World 
Centre, to Dr. Muhajir's wife in the United 
States, and to the various National Spiritual As
semblies in South America. 

Mrs. Muhajir and their daughter, Gisu, ar
rived in Quito on Sunday morning. To allow for 
the possibility of delegations from other coun
tries attending, the burial date was extended to 
Monday, December 31, beyond the 24-hour 
period usually observed under Ecuadorian cus
tom. Mrs. Muhajir was able to select a lovely 
grave site, state her preferences concerning bur
ial arrangements, and request an unembellished 
wooden casket. Representatives from Brazil, 
Bolivia, Colombia and Perti were able to be pres
ent at the services. 



The presence of the Board of Counsellors, 
which met with the National Spiritual Assembly 
to plan the program, assured compliance with 
the expressed wishes of the Universal House of 
Justice that the funeral be conducted with the 
dignity and respect befitting the honored, re
vered and respected Hand of the Cause of God. 
Dr. Muhajir, who was appointed a Hand of the 
Cause by the Guardian in his last message to the 
Baha'i world, was, at 53, the youngest of the 
living Hands of the Cause. 

Amid the spontaneous grief and lamentations 
of the Baha'is, there was beauty and dignity. A 
profusion of multi-colored flowers surrounded 
the casket at the I:I~atu'I-Quds: a giant red and 
white heart arrangement sent by the Universal 
House of Justice, an exquisite floral blanket from 
the International Teaching Centre, a blanket of 
red roses that ran the full length of the casket 
from his wife and daughter, floral arrangements 
from the Continental Board of Counsellors, the 
National Spiritual Assemblies of South America, 
the pioneers and other friends in Ecuador, and 
dozens of varieties of lovely and fragrant flowers 
that were tastefully and artistically grouped by 
members of the Quito Baha'i community. 

On Sunday, following the Nineteen Day 
Feast, prayers were chanted and read at the bier 
upon the arrival of Mrs. Muhajir and her daugh-
ter. Some of the friends kept a vigil all night and 
prayed, in accordance with local custom. 

On Monday morning, more than 100 Baha'is 
and friends gathered for the funeral service at the 
national I:I~atu'I-Quds. Prayers were chanted 
and read in many languages. Afterward, when 
the casket had been carried to the hearse, the 
Baha'is made a symbolic walk behind the vehicle 
the length of the block, with the Counsellors 
leading the way. Then the friends got into cars 
and buses to follow the casket to the cemetery, 
the Parque de Recuerdos (Memorial Park), 
which Mrs. Muhajir had selected for its simplic
ity, beauty and tranquility. Three plots were 
purchased that allowed the grave to be oriented 
toward the east, a slight declination from the 
layout of the cemetery. 

A touching sight at the cemetery was that of 
the indigenous Auxiliary Board member, Rufino 
Gulavisi, consoling Mrs. Muhajir. It seemed as 
though he were consoling her in the name of 
thousands of indigenous believers whom Dr. 
Muhajir loved so dearly. 

On Monday afternoon, shortly after the ser
vices, the National Spiritual Assembly called for 
a teaching conference. There the Assembly, as
sisted by the Counsellors, immediately launched 
Dr. Muhajir's teaching plan; contributions, both 
in financial terms and in teaching assistance, 
were offered. The spirit :was high, and everyone 
left the meeting convinced of the need to carry 
out his part in the last ~d, hopefully, one of the 
greatest strategies devised by the beloved Hand 
of the Cause, Dr. Muhajir. 

The Baha'is of Ecuador are griefstricken over 
what is felt to be the untimely death of their 
much-loved friend and adviser. At the same 
time, however; they are cognizant of the great 
blessing bestowed upon them and their country 
by the Almighty, who has decreed that the 
earthly remains of the Hand of His Cause should 
find their final resting place in the soil of 
Ecuador, thus blessing forever the country and 
its people. 

After the formal program at the cemetery, The casket containing the body of the Hand of the Cause of God 
there were many spontaneous prayers by the Ra!-Jmatu'lltih Muhtijir is carried to a waiting hearsefor transport 
friends in various languages. The casket was to the cemetery in .Quito where his earthly remains were laid to 
then lowered into the grave. Many of the rest. Pallbearers include members of the Continental Board of 
friends lingered for a long while afterward, re- Counsellors, the Auxiliary Board, and the National Spiritual 
luctant to leave and relinquish the dear Hand Assembly of Ecuador. 
of the Cause to the next world. Since the fu-
neral, some of the friends have made daily visits 
to the grave for prayers. 
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'The Delight of Hearts' 

Charming stories from the memoirs 
of an outstanding early Persian 
believer, l:Iaji Mirza l:Iaydar-'AIf 

12 . 1liiy 1M01Bah6'( News 

(The following excerpt is reprinted by pennission from 
Stories From the Delight of Hearts: The Memoirs of 
f:laji Mirza f:laydar-'Ali, translated and abridged by A. Q. 
Faizi. Published by Kalirruit Press. Copyright CJ 1980 by A. 
Q: Faizi.) 

• 
The friends have often asked me how I first came in 

contact with the Faith and finally embraced it. The 
explanation is this: during my life, in Iran, I often saw 
people mercilessly persecuted, often tortured and 
beaten to death. Sometimes I saw people hanged by 
their ears or their hands and pelted with stones. Curi
ous as to why such terrible punishments were being 
inflicted on these individuals, I approached many 
people and asked them about it. But the only answer I 
received was this: "They are Babis." 

My own spiritual quest had led me to many cities in 
Iran. I would enter a city and seek out all the religious 
leaders there. But I was always disappointed. While 
staying in I~fahan, I was invited one night to a garden. 
The men who were present talked about various sub
jects. Somehow the subject of the Bab and His religion 
was raised, and I took the opportunity to speak. "This 
person made two great mistakes/' I said. "Therefore, 
he was unable to accomplish his goals and was de
stroyed. First, he set himself against the established 
authorities, and, second, he tried to overturn the cus
toms and beliefs of the masses. He should have allied 
himself with one or the other of these factions in order 
to gather support for his cause." 

One of those present responded politely, "If this 
was a mistake, then it has been made by all the 
Prophets of God, including Mul].ammad, the Seal of 
the Prophets, and all the Holy Imams." 

I was surprised by this answer and also embarrassed 
that I had made such a false and simpleminded state
ment. I also realized that the one who answered me 
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must be a Babi and that there must be more to the Babi 
Cause than I had previously thought. 

I decided to become friends with this person, which 
was no easy task since all Babis were in grave danger 
and had to be extremely cautious. Nonetheless, he 
eventually adopted me as his student, though he was 
at first afraid that I might be insincere in my quest. 
Fearful of the consequences of revealing his own inner 
convictions, he scarcely told me anyhing. Although he 
did not speak of the Cause, he was preparing the 
ground for a sacred and fruitful conversation, and 
gradually I won his confidence. 

It happened one day that I saw a large crowd 
gathered in one of the squares of the city. I was at
tracted by the noise and commotion and drew closer. 
There I saw five siyyids, mullas, and merchants, well 
dressed and from the respectable classes. Their ears 
had been nailed to a post, and soldiers were beating 
them with sticks, demanding that they recant their 
Faith. I was amazed that, even in that desperate condi
tion, those believers were calm and patient and thank
ful. They refused to recant and quoted passages from 
the Qur' an to prove the claims of their Prophet, the 
Bab. 

As I observed their steadfastness and submission to 
the Will of God, the fire of search was inflamed within 
me and I caught a glimpse of the grandeur of this 
Cause. 

After I had become intimate with my friend, and 
when he was assured of my sincerity, he revealed to 
me that he was a Bam, and we began to discuss the 
Faith. We were afraid of being discovered, so we could 
not meet openly. The times and places of our meetings 
kept shifting. Some nights he would invite me to his 
house-but always after midnight. When I entered the 
house, I had to hide myself in the corridor until we 
were sure that all the members of the household were 
in bed and sound asleep. Then, and only then, would 
my friend come for me and conduct me quietly to the 
kitchen. There we would study the Bab's Writings and 
chant prayers. At times, when it was too dark and we 
were unable to see the words, the only thing we could 
do was place a candle on the floor of the oven, then 
hold up the Writings to the light and, with great diffi
culty, study them. 

When my friend came to my house, it was with the 
same secrecy. Sometimes it would become even more 
difficult. We could not have meetings of more than 
three or four persons, and then only late at night. 
Once, I rented the upper room of a certain house. My 
room had a window that opened on the garden. So 
that the people in the house would not know where I 
went at night, I used to climb down from the window 
by a rope tied to the iron bars, and return to my room 
the same way before sunrise to sleep. 

My father was not a believer. He was a Shaykhi and 
a follower of Haji Mul)ammad Karim Khan.! He was 

firmly against my Faith and would follow me to many 
places to voice his opposition to my· beliefs. We ex
changed some letters, but they did not help. Eventu
ally he left Kirman in quest of me and found me in the 
small town of Na'in. He hoped that there he would be 
able to educate and guide me, since most of the people 
of the town were followers of Karim Khan. 

My father went to the governor of the town, whom 
he knew personally, and asked for me to be brought to 
him. I was summoned to the governor's house. But 
with the assistance of God, I was able to speak in a 
manner that pleased everyone. They all encouraged 
me and spoke words of approval. "The grace of Haji 
Mul)ammad Karim Khan has encircled you and pro
tected you," they said. "He has not allowed you to go 
astray." 

Every morning it was their custom to recite verses 
from the Qur'an after prayers. It was my honor to 
recite these verses, and everyone was always pleased 
to hear those beautiful words. To open the way for our 
discussion, I began to include verses of the Bab with 
those from the QUr'an. No one criticized-<>r even 
detected that verses other than those from the Qur'an
were being chanted. This gave me an opportunity to 
present my argument to the people in the room, par
ticularly my father. 

An uncle of mine, Haji Mul)ammad-'Ali, lived in 
Na'in. He was a good friend of mine and knew of my 
correspondence with my father. So I asked him if he 
would be willing to hide me and protect me and take 
me secretly to I~fahan. He accepted, and I prepared to 
leave. 

I went to the hall where my father and the governor 
and several other people were seated" I sat next to my 
father and said to him, "Suppose I had been born 
blind and could not know you by sight. Could I not 
certainly recognize you by your voice?" -

"What is your aim in asking this question?" he re
sponded. 

"Let me finish the premise; then you will com
prehend the purpose of my question," I replied. 
"Suppose, again, that you were to go on an extensive 
trip and return home only after a long time. I shall still 
know you by your voice and shall naturally run to you~ 
When I receive kindness, compassion, and love, I shall 
know for certain that the newcomer is my father." 

All present agreed, "This is true. It is obvious and 
understandable. " 

"Now, here is my question," I continued. "When I 
chanted the verses of the Qur'an for you, I often in
cluded in the texts verses revealed by the Bab. I am 
sure you recognize the verses of the Prophet 
Mul)ammad by His words, tone, and style. Then, why 
did no one protest? Surely,- only because the words 
revealed by the Bab have the same tone, vigor, and 
style, and come from the same Source." 

This concluded the discussion. I left the hall quickly 
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'My father ... made efforts to have me killed or imprisoned.' 

and made for my uncle's house. I stayed in his house 
for a month, until all efforts to find me were ex
hausted. Then I secretly left Na'in and traveled to 
I~fahan. 

My father and others came to I~fahan looking for 
me, and there they made efforts to have me killed or 
imprisoned. But the J:Iujjatu'I-lslam,2 Siyyid 
Asadu'llah, was a very influential man in I~fahan and 
was related to me through my mother. The followers 
of Karim Khan were rejected by the prominent 'ulama 
in I~fahan, and the two groups were openly hostile to 
one another. Seeing only that I was opposed to these 
people whom they hated, theo'ulama protected me. 
My enemies were defeated, and I was victorious. But 
when my father died, I learned that he had disinher
ited me. 

In I~fahan, I spent most of my time in the presence 
of Zaynu'I-Muqarrabin.3 We used to go to distant and 
desolate places far from the tumult of the towns and 
villages, just to be together, study the Writings, chant 
prayers, and discuss the Cause of God. These mo
ments of joy kept us alive, but we longed to teach and 
make His Name known in any way we could. 

We tried different methods of approach. We went to 
an Indian who claimed to have some medical know
ledge, and Jinab-i-Zayn4 opened the discussion by 
saying, "I feel a painful sensation in my heart. I know 
of no physician who can help me." 

"What is the cause?" asked the physician. 
Jinab-i-Zayn replied, "A few days ago, I was walking 

in the street when suddenly I beheld a strange sight. 
Some people, held captive and helpless in the hands 
of a savage mob, were being tortured and mercilessly 
persecuted. I was so disturbed and alarmed that, ever 
since then, I have felt this pain in my heart." Then 
Jinab-i-Zayn went on to tell the Indian doctor about 
the Revelation of the Bab, His tragic history, and His 
Writings. 

One day we were outside the city of I~fahan in a very 
pleasant place where there was a mosque and a stream 
and a few trees. We had taken provisions to spend the 
night. We went to the mosque, where we planned to 
stay. A few of the inhabitants were curious, so they 
entered the mosque and someone asked me where I 
was from. I had a slight I~fahani accent, but I said that I 
was from Shiraz. 

"Why are you lying?" the man replied. "It is obvi
ous that you are from I~fahan. Seventy thousand 
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angels will curse a liar." 
"Have you seen those angels?" I asked, hoping to 

create an opportunity to teach the Faith. 
"Why shouldn't I have seen them?" he replied. 

"They are recorded in the authentic traditions of our 
Faith." 

I was rather incautious and said, "Yes, I can tell that 
you have the spiritual discernment to have seen 
them." 

Then they guessed our secret and immediately cried 
out, "These people are Babis! Come and get them!" 
And we were forced to leave all of our belongings 
behind and run away. 

These problems often occurred. There is one funny 
story about a certain siyyid who was a student in a 
religious school. I used to speak to him and I invited 
him to my home a few times. He claimed to have 
accepted the Faith. He got to know a few of the believ
ers, and some of the Writings of the Bab were given to 
him. 

Then someone informed me that the siyyid had said 
to him, "I have gotten to know some Bahls. When I 
meet all of them and find out what their schemes are, I 
plan to inform the authorities and have them all ar
rested." 

The siyyid was living at the religious school at the 
time. So I went to the headmaster of the school and 
told him that he had a student who was a Babi and was 
in possession of some of the Writings of the Bab. I also 

NOTES 

1. Haji Mul}ammad Karim Khan was a student of 
Siyyid Ka~im. He assumed a position ofleadership 
among the Shaykhis in Iran after the siyyid's death, 
and became a bitter enemy of the Bcib. 

2. A title of the Shi'ih Muslim clergy. 
3. Mulla Zaynu'l-'Abidin, surnamed Zaynu'l

Muqarrabin (Ornament of Them that Are Nigh 
unto God) by Baha'u'llcih was a ~1U'ih mUjtahid 
before becoming a Babi. He later became an out
standing follower of Baha'u'llcih. 

4. Jintib is a polite title meaning honorable. The name 
of the person referred to follows immediately after 
this title. 



made sure that someone told the siyyid what I had 
done. When he heard this he was overtaken by fear, 
and, leaving all his belongings behind, he fled from 
the town and never returned. 

A few years later, I was going from Shiraz to 
Btishihr. On the way, I stopped at a mosque in a small 
town, not knowing that this same siyyid now lived 
there. He saw me and recognized me. Seeing an op
portunity to take his revenge, he approached me and 
said, "Do you ·remember what you did to me in 
I~fahan?" 

"Yes," I replied. "You are that same Babi student 
who was going to be arrested and killed in I~fahan. 
Now you have come here and have become a leader of 
Muslims in this mosque." 

He was so frightened by my reply that the whole 
time I was in that place he would not leave my side, 
fearing that I would denounce him to others. He 
brought me food and tea until I left. 

IJaji Mirza lfaydar- 'Ali with the 
young Shoghi Effendi seated to his left. 
Standing behind them are Mirza 
Ma1Jmud-i-Zarqani (right> and 
Khusraw, the gardener of 'Abdu'l
Baha. 
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Australian Temple undamaged in brush fire 

The Mashriqu'I-Adhkar near 
Sydney, Australia, the l:I~at-u'l
Quds, . and other auxiliary build
ings escaped damage when a mas
sive brush fire swept through the 
Temple property last December 17. 

The Universal House of Justice 
cabled: "EXTEND LOVING SYM
PATHY DEVASTATION TEMPLE 
GROUNDS GREATLY RELIEVED 
SAFETY STAFF BUILDING RE
CORDS." 

Shortly after the brush fires in 
Ku-ring-gai National Park that 
closed roads and destroyed some 
homes, an eyewitness described 
the Temple property: "The scene is 
very strange. The majority of prop-

erty is completely razed. Smolder
ing logs remain where they fell. 
The House of Worship is un
touched. 

"The fire was halted five feet 
from the Assembly Hall and 20 feet 
from the National Office. The gar
den beds in front of these buildings 
are virtually all of the vegetation 
that remains." 

The Temple, l:Ia~iratu'I-Quds,. 
Assembly Hall, hostel and care
taker's cottage were untouched, 
due to the efforts of the Temple 
caretaker and firefighters. 

The National Spiritual Assem
bly's appeal for $5,000 to help re
store the grounds was quickly met. 

A view of the burned trees and shrubs property following a brush fire there 
on the Australian House of Worship last December 17. 
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Already, dead trees and shrubs 
have been cleared, new fences 
erected, and the lawn between the 
House of Worship and main en
trance greatly extended with the 
laying of more turf. 

Many of the trees that were 
burned have begun to regenerate, 
a process that will take approxi
mately two years to complete. New 
trees and plants are being put in 
place, and the local Shire Council 
has offered to donate 100 eucalyp
tus trees to help replace many of 
those that were lost in the fire. 

The House of Worship near Sydney, 
Australia, as seen through trees 
burned in a brush fire last December 17 
that destroyed most of the vegetation 
on the Temple grounds but left the 
House of Worship and other Bahd'i 
buildings untouched. 

This bus parking sign is one of several 
signs on the Temple property near 
Sydney, Australia, that were damaged 
or destroyed by a brush fire that swept 
the grounds last December 17. 
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Gladys Ainoa Brandt (second from 
left), an educator and community 
leader, receives the Agnes B. Alexan
der Award for Service to Humanity, 
presented by the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of the Hawaiian 

Islands and its Office of Human Rights 
(NAHBOHR) at a banquet last De
cember 26 honoring the International 
Year of the Child. Making the presen
tation are Auxiliary Board member 
Healani Hamilton of Kaneohe (left) and 

Gladys Johnson ofWaianai (right), di
rector of NAHBOHR. Also present 
was Judge Betty Vitousek (second from 
right) who was the first reopient of.the 
annual award. 

Hawaii Baha'i community presents 
Agnes Alexander award for service 

About 200 people attended an 
International Year of the Child 
banquet last December 26 in Hon
olulu, Hawaii, at which the Agnes 
B. Alexander Award for Service to 
Humanity, named in memory of 
one of the pioneers who intro
duced the Faith in Hawaii in 1901, 
was presented to educator and 
community leader Gladys Ainoa 
Brandt. 

The banquet was sponsored by 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the Hawaiian Islands 
and its Office for Human Rights 
(NAHBOHR). 

The principal speaker at the ban
quet was Dorothy W. Nelson, 
treasurer of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the Un
ited States. Judge Nelson's hus
band, Judge James Nelson, chair
man of the U.S. National Spiritual 
Assembly, also was present at the 
banquet in the Princess Kaiulani 
Hotel. 

Representatives of U.S. Sen. 
Daniel K. Inouye and Mayor Frank 
Fasi of Honolulu were present at 
the banquet along with representa
tives of organizations such as the 
International Year of the Child 

Steering Committee for Hawaii, 
the Hawaii division of the United 
Nations Association, UNICEF 
Hawaii, and the Hawaii Federation 
of Business and Professional 
Women's Clubs. 

Mrs. Brandt, the award recip
ient, has had a distinguished 
career ranging from elementary 
school teacher to 17 years as 
Hawaii's first and only female high 
school principal. She also has 
served as district superintendent of 
Kauai schools. 
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Naw-Ruz message 
From the Universal House of Justice 

To the Baha'is of the World 
Dearly-loved Friends, 

The successful launching of the Seven Year 
Plan and the advances made in the first year of its 
opening phase mitigate, in some degree, the dis
asters and calamities which, in the past year, 
have assailed the struggling Faith of God. The 
newest wave of persecution unleashed against 
us in the Cradle of our Faith has been com
pounded by Divine decree afflicting the entire 
Baha'is world community. In the full tide of their 
brilliant services to the Faith of God, and within 
the short span of twenty weeks three Chief 
Stewards of Baha'u'llah's embryonic World 
Order, the Hands of the Cause of God Enoch 
Olinga, Ra}:lmatu'llah Muhajir and I:Iasan Bal
yuzi were summoned to the Abha Kingdom, 
leaving the rest of us bereft and shocked by the 
enormity of our loss and the tragic brutality of 
the circumstances attending the murder of be
loved Enoch Olinga and members of his family. 

In Iran, the confusion which has seized the 
whole country opened the way for the fierce and 
inveterate enemies of the Faith, unrestrained by 
any effective authority, to indulge their fanatical 
hatred. The Holy House of the Bab has been 
demolished and proposals have been made to 
erase its very site. The Siyah-Chal and Baha'
u'llah's Home in Tihran have been seized, to-
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gether with all other Holy Places and properties. 
One member of the National Spiritual Assembly 
and two of the Local Spiritual Assembly of 
Tihran have been kidnapped and the where
abouts of two of them is still unknown, while the 
third is in prison. Also, a Counsellor and some 
friends who are associated with the National Of
fice or are members of the Local Spiritual As
sembly of Tihran have been imprisoned. Baha'is 
have been heavily pressed to recant their faith 
and in once case a believer, who refused to do so, 
followed the glorious path of the martyrs and 
was executed. Beyond all this a campaign of vili
fication and false charges has been conducted. 
against the friends in an effort to make them the 
scapegoat of unrestrained mobs. 

And yet, as ever in the Cause of God, the 
beneficent operation of the dialectic of disaster 
and triumph is clearly apparent. The unwaver
ing faith of the dearly-loved, severely-tested, 
ever-steadfast Persian Baha'i community, guid
ed by the heroic stand and example of its Nation
al Spiritual Assembly, supported and inspired 
by the Counsellors and their Auxiliary Board 
members, has effected a spiritual revitalization 
of the beloved friends. They have united as one 
man to present a front. of refulgent spirituality 
and assurance and appear, as one observer 
reports, like a dazzling community of eager, up
lifted; radiant new believers. 



Nor is the influence of their response to the 
sufferings engulfing them confined to their home
land. From farthest east to farthest west, from 
pole to pole, wherever the Standard of Baha'
u'llah has been impl~nted, the friends have felt 
the impulse of sacrifice and risen to assume that 
enormous share of .the work of the Faith in the 
fields of teaching, pioneering and financial con
tribution which the Persian friends, for the time 
being, are no longer able to shoulder. 

The wonderful love aroused in Baha'i hearts 
everywhere by the sudden, untimely passing of 
the beloved Hands of the Cause has moved the 
believers to dedicate themselves anew with in
creased ardor and self-sacrifice to the promotion 
of the work to which all the Hands of the Cause 
of God have dedicated their lives. 

The world-wide response ofthe friends to these 
tragedies is the more heartening in view of the, 
clear warnings voiced by 'Abdu'l-Baha and the 
beloved Guardian of the fierce and widespread 
opposition which the increasing growth of the 
Cause of God will arouse, There is no doubt of 
this. Shoghi Effendi called attention to "the extent 
and character of the forces that are destined to 
contest with God's holy Faith," and supported 
his argument with "these prophetic and omi
nous words" from 'Abdu'l-Baha.: "How great, 
how very great is the Cause! How very fierce the 
onslaught of all the peoples and kindreds of the 
earth. Erelong shall the clamour of the multitude 
throughout Africa, throughout America, the cry 
of the European and of the Turk, the groaning of 
India and China, be heard from far and near. 
One and all, they shall arise with all their power 
to resist His Cause. Then shall the knights of the 
Lord, assisted by His grace from on high, 
strengthened by faith, aided by the power of . 
understanding, and reinforced by the legions of 
the Covenant, arise and make manifest the truth 
of the verse: 'Behold the confusion that hath 
befallen the tribes of the defeated!' " 

The beloved Guardian expatiated at length up
on this theme and its inevitable outcome: "Stu-

. pendous as is the struggle which His words fore
shadow, they also testify to the complete victory 
which the upholders of the Greatest Name are 
destined eventually to achieve." 

Now, therefore, it is our sacred duty to make 
the utmost use of our freedom, wherever it exists, 
to promote the Cause of God while we may. The 
surest way to do this and to win the good
pleasure of Baha'u'llah is to pursue, with dedica
tion and unrelenting vigour, the goals of what
ever Plan is in force, for Baha'u'llah has stated 
''To assist Me is to teach My Cause." 

A good start has been made with the Seven 
Year Plan. At the World Centre of the Faith the 
uninterrupted progress in raising the Seat of the 
House of Justice, repairing and refurbishing the 
House of 'Abdu'llah Pasha, further extension of 
the gardens surrounding the l:Iaram-i-Aqdas at 
Bahji, and the initiation of ageneral reorgani
zation of the work of the World Centre to accom
modate to its ever-growing needs and make use 
of the most up-to-date technological develop
ments, have taken place. 

In the international sphere the enthusiasm 
with which the friends everywhere greeted the 
launching of the Seven Year Plan and girded. 
themselves to achieve the goals of the first two
year phase, their generous and sacrificial out
pouring of funds, the confident and sustained 
efforts exerted to carry forward the two sacred 



phase must be maintained and indeed acceler
ated, so that firm foundations in the spiritual life 
of the community may be laid and its forces gath
ered for the winning of the specific tasks with 
which it will be challenged in the major part of 
the Plan. 

Our hearts go out in love and admiration to the 
friends in lran and in gratitude to the believers 
throughout the world for the spontaneous de
fense of their persecuted brethren and their 
shouldering of the load which must, at all costs, 
be borne. 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
The Universal House of Justice 

Ric/vlin 1980 
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l:iasan M. Balyuzf 
Scholar, author, historian, devoted servant 
of the Cause of God 

(On February 12, 1980, the Universal House of 
Justice announced in a cable to the Baha'i world the 
death in London of the Hand of the Cause of God Hasan 
Movaghghar Balyuzi, one of.the outstanding scholars 
and historians of the Faith. 

Mr. Balyuzi's death followed closely those of the 
Hands of the Cause Enoch Olinga in September and Dr. 
Ra1.zmatu'llah Muhajir in December 1979. The House 
of Justice, in expressing its profound sorrow at Mr. 
Balyuzi's passing, said: "Entire Baha'i world robbed 
one its most powerful defenders most resourceful histor
ians . ... Praying Shrines his exemplary achievements 
his steadfastness patience humility his outstanding 
scholarly pursuits will inspire many devoted workers 
among rising generations follow his glorious footsteps. " 

To shed further light on Mr. Balyuzi's illustrious 
career and to encourage others to "follow his glorious . 
footsteps," we offer the following brief account of his 
life. It was written by Ab,u'l-Qasem Afruin and trans
lated, summarized, edited and updated for Baha'i' 
News by Fereshteh Bethel of San Diego, California. 
-Ed.) • 

The honorable Hand of the Cause of God 
I:Iasan Balytizf, who is considered to be one of the 
foremost scholars in the Faith, was born in Shfraz 
in the year 1908. His father, 'Alf-MulJammad 
Movaghghar'u-dduleh, was quite knowledgeable 
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and valued education most highly. The family 
was generally known for its scholarship and ad
ministrative ability. 

From childhood his intelligence and wisdom 
became manifest both at school and to his assoc
iates. He was distinct in all areas of life and was 
related to the Bab 6n both his' father's and 
mother's side; in other words, he was an Afnan. 

His early childhood was spent in Shfraz. Later, 
when his father was appointed governor of the 
southern ports and the Persian Gulf islands, he 
went to Btishihr, on the Persian Gulf. There he 
studied in a school that had been established by 
his father; up to this date, that school is still func
tioning. 

When the first World War broke out and 
changed the political scene, the English forces 
captured Btishihr. I:Iasan's father's house was pil
laged and the family exiled to India. They were in 
Bombay and Poona for a period of four years, dur
ing which time they sank deeply into debt. Yet 
despite this, the family lived a respected life, and 
their home was a gathering. place for the learned 
and those who thirsted for knowledge. Their 
source of happiness was to receive letters, Tablets 
and other news from 'Abdu'l-Baha through Baha'i 
pilgrims who came to India. . . 

During this time, I:Iasan continued his educa-



tion and, under the tutelage of linguists, studied 
Arabic, Persian and English. At the same time, he 
pursued diligently the study of history. Later, in 

. Poona, he attended 'the Bishop School and was 
the only non-English student at that institute of 
learning. 

After the war, the family returned to fran and 
settled in the capital city, Tihran. There Hasan 
attended the Cyrus School and completed the 
middle school. It was at this time that his beloved 
father passed away, an event tha t affected his soul 
tremendously because of his great love for his 
father. 

Hasan finished the ninth grade in Tihran and 
then came with his family to Shiraz. In those days 
there were no senior high schools in that city, so 
his paternal uncle suggested that he complete his 
education in England. Hasan, however, chose to 
go to Beirut, Lebanon, to pursue his studies. Be
fore entering college he went on pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land, where his visit with Shoghi Effendi, 
the Guardian of the Faith, gave him new life, 
enthusiasm and the courage to study even more 
diligently than before. 

His high intelligence, his extreme love for 
acquiring knowledge and education, and his great 
interest in serving the Faith all combined to create 
an individual of distinction and one of the top 
Baha'i students in Beirut. ' 

He started to communicate by letter with the 
Baha'is in Europe and America, and would al
ways give them news of the Baha'i activities. He 
would often see the pilgrims who stopped in 
Beirut on their way to pilgrimage, and shared 
with them his great love for the Faith. He paid no 
attention to the material attractions and orna
ments of this ephemeral world. He was enamored 
of the Faith and gave his all to serving it. In Beirut 
he wrote articles introducing the Faith of the 
Ancient Beauty, all of which are everlasting gems 
of Baha'i history. . 

After two years, Mr. Balyuzi finished his educa
tion at the University of Beirut and received a 
bachelor's degree in history and political science. 
Then, to continue his education, he left Beirut for 
England with a heart overflowing with the love of 
God. 

In England he became a reliable assistant to 
Lady Blomfield and the other early establishers of 
the Faith of God in those regions. Although there 
was no Baha'i Center in London, he rented a place 
that soon became the center of activities. Mr. 
Balyuzi was also a source of great comfort and 
encouragement to Iranians who were residing in 
London. 
. While in England he continued his education in 

history, political science and diplomacy, concen
trating his attention on the relations between Eur
opean, Iranian and Turkish governments. He re
ceived his master's degree in literature and 
human sciences, and in economics. 

Because of his in-depth study of Arabic, Persian 
and English, Mr. Balyuzi became a master of them 
all, especially the proper usage of vocabulary. In 
his spare time he would translate the literary 
works of English writers into Persian with such 
mastery and use of words as would astound his 
well-read contemporaries. For example, a great 
Persian literary scholar, who admired and praised 
highly the writings and translations of Mr. Bal
yuzi, wrote: "When I perused these translations a 
second time in this volume, I felt that the original 
writers were Persian-speaking ... and, without 
a doubt, one of the best ways to determine a good 
translation is for the reader to feel that the script 
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'He was enamored of the Faith'and gave his all to serving it.' 

was originally written in that same language." 
. During his studies in Beirut, Mr. Balyuzi had 

written a pamphlet in English entitled "Baha'u'
llelli," and when this pamphlet was presented to 
Shoghi Effendi, the Guardian commented that 
this brief work was not enough, and that Mr. 
Balyuzi should write three volumes on the lives of 
Baha'u'llah, the Bab, and 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

Upon hearing these instructions from the be
loved Guardian, Mr. Balyuzi started to gather 
information on the' three Central Figures of the 
Faith. First, he wrote a book on the life of Baha'
u'llah that was published in 1%3, the 100th anni
versary of the Declaration of Baha'u'llah and the 
yec;tr of the formation of the Universal House of 
Justice. That first volume was further elucidated 
and completed by his most recent publication, 
Baha'u'llah: The King of Glory, that was published 
in March 1980, shortly after his death. 

In 1971, Mr. Balyuzi offered the Baha'i world his 
volume on 'Abdu'l-Baha, in commemoration of 
the 50th anniversary of His ascension. Then he 
wrote a book on the Bab in which he has pre
sented certain information not mentioned in other 
Baha'i history books. Mr. Balyuzi thus fulfilled the 
wishes of Shoghi Effendi by producing these 
three remarkable works through his able pen and 
intelligent and resourceful mind. 

One of his other scholarly works is a book en
titled E. G. Browne and the Balufi Faith. This great 
work is the result of reading more than 40 Baha'i 
and non-Baha'i books, plus many years of accu
mulating materials and information. It is the key 
to those who wish to do an in-depth study of the 
early history of the Faith. The book is written in a 
scholarly manner, and those who are well-read 
and informed in English admire and praise Mr. 
BalyUzi's vast knowledge and marvelous usage of 
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the English language . 
Another scholarly, informative, and historically 

satisfying volume to spring from his brilliant and 
resourceful mind is Mu~ammad and the Course of 
Islam. Through this rare gem, he proved to the 
non-Baha'i world that it is possible to write about 
a religion other than one's own with an unbiased 
mind, and even to exalt and praise that religion to 
the point that the reader is apt to think that the 
author must be a member of that Faith. 

In addition, there are ,numerous materials that 
Mr. Balyuzi has written on the history and litera
ture of iran and England, and he has translated 
much English prose and poetry into Persian. 

After completing his education in England, and 
before the outbreak ~f World War II, Mr. Balyuzi 
decided to return to Iran, and stated his wishes to 
the Spiritual Assembly of London. The late Mrs. 
George, who was one of the early believers and a 
devout and active soul, felt that Mr. Balyuzi's 
absence from London would harm the Institu
tions of the Cause and their activities. She tried to 
persuade Mr. Balyuzi to change his mind, to the 
point that she wrote a letter to the Guardian re
questing that he intercede to prevent Mr. Balyu.zi 
from going to Iran. The beloved-Guardian, in his 
answer to her, wrote that if Mr. B~lyuzi would 
remain in England, he would receive further 
bounty and assistance in service to the Cause of 
God, but he did not instruct Mr. BalyUzi not to 
leave. 

When Mr. Balyuzi read the Guardian's answer, 
however, he decided to remain in London. At 
about that time the war broke out, and because 
Mr. BalyUzi wished to be occupied with some 
vocation, he accepted a position as director of the 
Persian Service of the British Broadcasting Corpo
ration. This lasted until the passing of the Guar-



dian in London in November 1957, at which time 
Mr. Balyuzl resigned fromJ;lis work at the BBC 
and devoted the remainder of his life to research , 
and service to the Cause of God. , 

For many years, Mr. Balyuzi was chairman of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
the, United Kingdom. In 1953, the Guardian ap
pointed him chairman of a conference that was 
held in Africa. Four years later he was named a 
Hand of the Cause of God. After the passing of 
the Guardian, Mr. Balyuzl was elected ,by the 
institution of the Hands of the Cause to ,be one of 

the nine Hands who would reside in the Holy 
, Land. One of his duties there was to organize and 
ccidtfy'the archives at the World Center. He later 
undertook a lengthy trip to Latin America and 
Canada to visit and encourage the friends. 
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Around the world 
Sweden 

The first Baha'i Winter School in 
Sweden was held last December 
27-January 1 on Gotland Island. 
Seventy-five people, including 
two Auxiliary Board members, par
ticipated. 

Activities, in addition to talks, 
included a masquerade ball and the 
building of a "temple" in the snow 
around which songs were sung. 
There was also a concert for the 
benefit of UNICEF (the United Na
tions Children's Fund). 

An Eskimo woman, the wife of a 
Swedish pioneer to Greenland, 
declared her belief in Baha'u'llah, 
during the winter school. 

On January 12-13, the Northern 
Teaching Commitees of Sweden, 
Finland and Norway held their first 
joint meeting to coordinate teach
ing efforts in Lappland. They met 
in Lulea, Sweden. 

Joint teaching activities in Lapp
land were planned along with a 
newsletter for the friends in Lapp
land. It was also decided that better 
communication among the three 

Bophuthatswana 

Thirty-two adults and 28 chil
dren were present last September 
1-2 as Bophuthatswana, in south
ern Africa, held its first Baha'i Na
tional TeCiching Conference in a, 
school hall near the town of Bles
kop. 

The conference was opened with 
the Riq.van message to Bophu
thatswana from the Universal 
House of Justice in which the Su
preme Body expressed its wish that 
that country achieve National 
Spiritual Assembly status by 1981. 

There were special presentations 
for youth and on the Fund. Chil
dren and yo'!th entertained with 
skits and songs, and prayers were 
read in Tswana, English, Af
rikaans, German and Persian. 
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The Baha'is of Uppsala, Sweden, ob
served UN Human Rights Day last 
September 10 with a well-publicized 
program that included speakers from 

committees is desired. 
Members of all of Sweden's 

Local Spiritual Assemblies at
tended one of two conferences last 
December. All aspects of the func-

Approximately 80 believers from 
all parts of the Dominican Repub
lic, along with a few visitors from 
one other Caribbean island and the 
United States, attended the Fifth 
Annual Baha'i Winter School in 
San Pedro de Macoris last De
cember 23-31. 

Participants this year came from 
all parts of the country, and most 
remained for the entire week of 
school activities. 

Evening programs featured an 
enthusiastic outpouring of ama
teur talent including original skits, 
short dramas, songs, dances and 
games. The children's classes also 
made presentations during these 
evening programs. A new goal for 
the Dominican Republic is to hold 
two Baha'i schools each year. 

the 'Save the Children' organization as 
well as dances and musical perfor
mances· by Greek children. Fourteen 

. non-Baha'is attended the event. 

tioning of Assemblies were cov
ered during the conference ses
sions, which included intense 
group work sessions. 

The first public displays of Baha'i 
books and literature in the Domini
can Republic took place last Oc
tober and November in three 
localities on the southeastern 
coast. 

The exhibits were held at the Bib
lioteca Ora. Evangelina Rodriguez 
in San Pedro de Macoris; in the In
stituto de Idiomas Nueva Era in La 
Romana; and at the Centro Com~ 
unal Educativo at the Ingenio Con
suelo. 

Each literature display was ac
companied by photographs of 
Baha'i Holy Places and Houses of 
Worship along with background 
music. They were sponsored by 
the local Assemblies of La Romana 
and San Pedro de Macoris. 

This proclamation effort was fol-



lowed by public talks on progres
sive revelation that were offered in 
each of the three locations one 
week following the closing of the 
displays. An immediate result was 
the declaration of one person in 
Consuelo. 

Members of the San Pedro de Macoris 
Baha'i community created this display 
of Baha'i literature for a local library. 
The display, along with two others in 
different localities, marked the first 
time that Baha'i literature has been ex
hibited in public in the Dominican Re
public. 

Fiji Islands 

A training institute for teachers of 
children's classe!?, held January 12-
13, was attended by believers from 
14 communities in the Fiji Islands as 
well as by two members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly and 
members of the Auxiliary Board. 

The institute, organized by KaCY.n 
Zucker, was held at the National 
Center in Suva. Topics discussed 
included "The Purpose and Con
tent of Baha'i Education," "Teach-

Participants in the Training Institute 
for Children's Class Teachers held at the 
National Center in Suva, Fiji Islands, 
January 12 -13, came from 14 communi-

.... ')h. .~·.'.Y ; .. 

ing Aids and Methods," "Qualities 
of a Good Teacher," "Practical 
Teaching," "The Reality of Man," . 
and "The Release of Human Poten
tial." 

Teachers prepared lesson plans 
for a six-week period and were as
signed to various communities be
fore the close of ' the session. 

Another teacher-training insti
tute was planned for the country's 
other main island, Vanua Levu, to 
be held in the near future. 

ties. Another similar institute was 
planned for Vanua Levu, the country's 
other main island. 

Peru 

Thirty-two localities along the 
Rio Jurua, one of the Amazon 

. River's largest tributaries, 'have 
been opened to the Faith with 131 
declarations through the efforts of 
two young Persian pioneers. 

Izzat and Shahla Peymani, who 
have already traveled the entire 
Amazon for the purpose of teach
ing and proclaiming the Faith, 
have begun a trip along one of the 
river's branches that reaches into 
Peru. 

The Peymanis are traveling on a 
houseboat dubbed "Luz Verde," 
Portuguese for "Green Light," in 
honor of a similar trip along the 
Amazon by the Hand of the Cause 
of God Rul:tiyyih Khanum. 

It was the film "Gre~n Light Ex
pedition" that inspired them to 
make a similar effort. Mr. and Mrs. 
Peymani first traveled the Amazon 
between Manaus and Fonte Boa, 
approximately halfWay to Marco. 

"All along the Rio .lurua," re
ported the Peymanis during their 
latest trip, "the Message of the 
Supreme Beauty was carried to 
each waiting heart, and the Light of 
His Teachings. illuminated the 
homes which were waiting with 
opened doors for the Promised 
One of the Ages to enter." 
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'Austria" 

These five Baha'is from Austn'a are 
members of the amateur singing group, 
'Dawn breakers. ' Last October the 
group produced an album, 'The Child,' 

A group of amateur Austrian 
musicians, "Dawnbreakers," has 
produced 'a record album of 
children's songs and other songs 
with Baha'i themes in observance 
of the International Year of the 
Child. 

The album, entitled "The 
Child," was placed on sale last Oc
tober. It was promoted by the 
Austrian Association to Save the 
Child, which presented about 400 
government officials with copies of 

Bangladesh 

These 28 believers participated in' 
Bangladesh's first Seven-Day Baha'i 
Deepening Institute held recently in 
Dacca. The daily schedule included at 
least two hours of prayer and medita
tion. 

12 June 1980/Ba,,*'( News 

-. ~ ':.;.",:,:~" 

<- -

- .. -" . -~. .' 

to commemorate the International Year 
of the Child. Group members (left to 
right) are Saba Khabipoor of Bad Ischl, 
Mariam Colard of Maling, Heinz 

the record. 
The five members of the singing 

group, composed of Baha'i chil-, 
dren and adults, who perform on 
the record were interviewed on 
Austrian radio and television pro
grams. They were asked questions 
about the Faith, 'child education, 
parent-child relations, and the cur
rent world situation. 

Songs in the album, sung in six 
languages (English, French, Ger
man, Italian, Persian and Zulu), 

.. ~'~~ .. '~::~;"~ ' .. 
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Hampel- Waffen thai of Innsbruck, 
Badieh Poostchi of Schwaz, and Shirin 
Khadem-Missagh of Baden. 

touch on the unity of mankind, 
children's education, the elimina
tion of prejudices, and progressive 
revelation. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
of Austria provided a loan (since 
repaid) to help the group of 
amateur singers produce the al
bum. 

_I 



New Hebrides 
Tasmalum, on the island of 

San~o, and Lenakel, Tanna, were 
the sites of two Baha'i summer 
schools held simultaneously last 
December 23-26 in New Hebrides.· 

More than 20 adults and youth 
plus 10 children attended the 

Puerto Rico 

The Faith was proclaimed on five 
occasions over two Puerto Rican 
television stations during a teacl:l.
ing trip last November 9-18 by 
Charles loas, a Knight of Baha'
u'llah. 

Mr. Ioas and his wife, Conchita, 
now residents of Alexandria, Vir
ginia, made the trip to Puerto Rico 
at the invitation of' Kamel Mis
saghian, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Puerto Rico. 

Mr. Ioas appeared on San Juan 
television, speaking about the 
Faith for an uninterrupted 30 mi
nutes. Mr. Missaghian provided 
musical interludes. This program 
was taped and rebroadcast during 
three successive weeks. 

Mssrs. Ioas and Missaghian 
were interviewed on Puerto Rico's 
main television station during a 
morning news and feature pro
gram. This IS-minute interview 
was particularly interesting be
cause of the knowledgeable ques
tions about the Faith and extremely 
favorable observations by the host
ess, according to Mr. Ioas. Both 

school in Tasmalum, held in a 
meeting house built by youth from 
Efate Island.::. "., .. ~. . 

Ten adults and 10 children at
tended the southern district sum
mer school at the Baha'i Center in . 
Lenakel. Participants came from 
that community and from Middle 
Bush. Public slide. presentations on 
two evenings attracted several 

television appearances were ar
ranged by Mr. Missaghian. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ioas spoke at 
firesides in various parts of Puerto 
Rico, and Mr. Ioas served as 
speaker for the observance of the 
anniversary of the Birth of Baha'
u'llah. 

Mr. loas, the first Baha'i pioneer 

Charles Ioas (left), former chairman of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Spain, spoke for 30 minutes on televi
sion during a teaching trip last 
November to San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

seekers. 
A two-day "mini-summer 

school" was held December 29-30 
at Whitesands, Tanna. Ten adults 
took part in that school, conducted 
by the secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

Guatemala 

More than 60 people participated in the 
Baha'i Summer School at Barcenas, 
Villa Nueva, Guatemala, last December 
19-23. Guest speakers included Tim 
Farrin, chairman of the National Spir
itual Assembly of El Salvador. Summer 
School course topics included study of 
certain Tablets of Baha'u'llah, 'living 
the life,' prayer and meditation, and a 
special music course by Robert Porter. 
Singing, dancing and movies high
lighted evening activities. 

to the Balearic Islands, served for 
several years as chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of 
Spain. His wife was the first native 
of the Balearic Islands to become a 
Baha'i during the Ten Year Cru
sade. 

Kamel Missaghian (right), a member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Puerto Rico, provided musical inter
ludes. The taped program was rebroad
cast three times. 
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South Africa 

Seventy-six believers attended a 
teaching conference last November 
3-4 at Potchefstroom, South Africa. 
It was the third such conference 
sponsored by the National Teach
ing Committee of South Africa. 

. Speakers included Auxiliary 
Board member Daniel Ramaroesi 
and' National Spiritual Assembly 
members Stanlake Kukama and 
Lowell Johnson. '. . . . 

The youth of Ikageng presented 
a musical skit about the family of 
the Bab, while members' of the 
Kiepkloof Baha'i children's class 

Participants at the Swiss Baha'i winter school in Canton 
Neuchatel last December (above) came from several European 
countries and other parts of the world. At right, oneof the many 
children's classes conducted during the winter school that took 
place during the last week of December. 

Togo 
Seventy-five people, including 

the United States Ambassador to 
Togo and a representative of the 
country's Ministry for Women, at
tended a recent conference in Togo 
organized by Baha'is in observance 
of the International Year of the 
Child. 

The conference, held in the 
Hotel de la Paix in Lome, was or
ganized by a four-member commit
tee appointed by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Togo. The 
committee received assistance 
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from Thelma Khelghati, a member 
of the Continental Board of Coun
sellors in Western Africa. Planning 
was done in collaboration with the 
UN office in Togo. 

The program, with the theme 
"The Future Is the Child," in
cluded a film about how children 
view their world, presentations on 
the needs and rights of children, 
and discussions of how the Baha'i 
Writings emphasize the impor
tance of child education. 

During the question-and
answer period, believers had the 
opportunity to elaborate on the 

presented a "felt-board talk." 
Mr. Ramaroesi spoke of the need 

to continue teaching efforts in the 
southern Transvaal, which have' 
slacked off since the end of the Five 
Year Plan. 

importance given in the Writings to 
the education of children. 

Counsellor Khelghati and a 
member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly were interviewed after 
the conference by Radio Lome. 

The meeting was attended by 
three members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Togo; Firouz 
Soghani, an Auxiliary Board 
member from Upper Volta; and 
Kossi Djamayovo and George 
Allen, Auxiliary Board members in 
Togo. as well as by three members 
of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Togo. 



India 

Seventy children, ranging in age 
from'12 to 14, attended the eighth 
annual Baha'i Children's Confer
ence in Mahableshwar, India,last 
December 23-25 . 

. A delegation of the youngsters 
from the conference, including 
American, Ethiopian, Nigerian, 
Indian and Iranian youths; visiteq 
officials of Mahbleshwar and pre
sented them with nine volumes of 
the Baha'i Writings. 

Using the theme "Living the 
Life: Let Deeds, Not Words Be 
Your Adorning," the conference 
agenda included morning classes 
and afternoons of activities, fel
lowship and street teaching, fol
lowed by campfires each evening 
that featured singing and skits. 

When two children at the con
ference, Kirk Johnson and Mehra
ban Farahmand, visited the local 
police station, they were invited to 
have tea with the police and spent 
20 minutes telling the officers 
about the Faith. The boys went 
from the police station to a restau
rant where they gave the Baha'i 

Children attending the Ideal Bahti'! 
Primary School in Dharmanagar, 
North Tripura, India, travel to and 
from school in this rickshaw. The 
painted design on the rickshaw in-

Seventy children, ages 12 to 14, at
tended the eighth annual Children's 
Conference in Mahableshwar, India, 
last December 23-25. 'Love That 

message to three medical students 
from Bombay. 

The medical students became so 
interested in what they heard from 
the youngsters that they requested 

eludes the quotation, "Every child is 
potentially the light of the world." The 
school was opened last year by Mr. 
B.R. Singh, a Baha'i pioneer to the 
town of Dharmanagar. 

Child' pamphlets were presented to 
about 300 people when the children 
took part in direct teaching activities 
each afternoon of the conference. 

information about Baha'i meetings 
in Bombay and asked for the 
Baha'is to send someone to speak 
about the Faith at their college. 

A multi-racial group of young Baha'is 
attending the eighth annual Baha'i 
Children's Conference last December at 
Mahableshwar, India, presents a book 
containing Baha'i Writings to the 
Chief Officer of Mahableshwar. Mak
ing the presentation is Joy Meneyes 
from India. Behind her are Sara Jordan 
(United States), Erne Epke (Nigeria), 
Maaza Esther (Ethiopia), Rohit Sengar 
(India), and Craig Johnson (United 
States). 
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Liberia 
Jay Tyson, an American civil en

gineer who has been pioneering 
with his wife, Eileen, for three 
years in Monrovia, Liberia, has 
been decorated by Liberian Presi
dent William R. Tolbert for his de
sign and ·construction of the 
country's first highway overpass 
and interchange. 

In addition to the presidential ci
tation, Mr. Tyson was admitted to 
the Order of the Star of Africa, an 
honorary society, with the rank of 
commander. He also received a 
commendation from the Liberian 
Minister of Public Works. 

The construction project super
vised by Mr. Tyson was a part of 
Liberia's preparation for hosting 
the 1979 conference of the Organi-

16 June 1980/Bahi'( News 

zation of African Unity (OAU), 
held last July in Monrovia. 

Mr. Tyson has been commis
sioned to supervise the construc
tion of a new road in Maryland 
County, Liberia, in an area where 
the present road is flooded each 
year during the rainy season, cut
ting off transportation to the 
southeastern part of the country. 

~ ----_._-----... 

More than 1,700 believers attended the 
centenary celebration of the establish
ment of the Baha'i Faith in Burma held 
October 18-20, 1978, at tlte Balla'{ Na
tional Center'ill Rallgooll. The Bur
mese Baha'i commullity is amOllg the 
oldest ill the world, havillg received its 

. first Balui'i teacher, Jamal Effendi, ill 
1878 at the illstructioll of Baha'u'llah 
Himself. Among those takillg part ill 
the centenary observallce were COlll1-
sellor K. 11,. Payman; Dr. MUllje, a 
member of the National Spiritual As
sembly of India; and several Bunnese 
government officials. 

Colombia 

Participants in the Colombian Bahti'i 
Summer School, held last January 2-9 ' 
in Riohacha la Guajira, included Con
tinental Counsellor Donald Witzel, 
three Auxiliary Board members, and a 
number of indigenous believers. 



Bermuda 

Dr. Arnold Nerenberg, a Baha'i 
from California who is a clinical 
psychologist, presented a talk on 
backbiting last February 29 to a 
group of senior students at the Sec
ondary School in St. George, 
Bermuda. 

Dr. Nerenberg, who was invited 
by a teacher of biology at the school, 
presented some of his research 
findings following a year-long 
study of backbiting's psychological 

Zambia 

An accurate, two-page article on 
the Faith that included a photo
graph of the House of Worship in 
Kampala, Uganda, appeared in an 
issue of The Weekelld World, a 
weekly newspaper in Lusaka, 
Zambia, last October. 

The article contained an account 
of Baha'i history and a description 
of the Administrative Order as well 
as a synopsis of the Teachings. 

Material left with the newspaper 
weeks before by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Zambia had 
not produced any press coverage at 
the time. The material was adapted 
for the remarkable and unsolicited 
feature story. 

Canary Islands 

About 30 non-Baha'is attended a 
recent program on the Faith at the 
University of La Laguna in Ten
erife, Canary Islands. The pro
gram was given in the university's 
auditorium by Farzad Taheri, a 
member of the local Baha'i com
munity. 

The audience stayed after the 
question-and-answer period, and 
the lively discussion continued in 
the street after the auditorium was 
closed. 

Two years ago, a program spon
sored by the believers in Tenerife in 
that same auditorium drew only a 
handful of people. 

and religious implications. 
Backbiting's ability to produce 

distrust, violence and negative rela
tionships was shown through a 
demonstration that used student 
volunteers who played the roles of 
backbiter, victim and listener. 

Then, Dr. Nerenberg demon
strated some ways in which back
biting can be avoided. Emphasis 
was placed on substituting positive 
criticism and praise for backbiting. 

Dr. Nerenberg and Lillian 
(Grandma) Gregory, both former 
pioneers to Bermuda, spent 10 

Guyana 

days there from February 22 to 
March 3, aiding in the teaching and 
consolidation work. 

"Backbiting, Depression and 
Love" was the title of a talk pre
sented by Dr. Nerenberg at the Na
tional Center. "Grandma" Gregory 
conducted a meeting February 24 
on the power and significance of 
prayer. A large number of believers 
and guests were present for her 
presen ta tion. 

! ,cAVING -----1 
-- I 

~CCLES-RAMSBU~G . 
004:1.14 KMI 

COURTESY OF TH£:-

SANAlS OF GUYANA 

The Baha'is of Eccles~Ramsburg, 
Guyana, in observance of the 10th anni
versary of the formation of the Republic 
of Guyana, presented this road sign to 

Benin 

Some of the 75 partidpants at a public 
program in honor of the United Nations 
International Year of the Child last 

the village chairman (third from left). 
The sign, erected at the village limits, 
indicates the distance to Georgetown. 

December gather on the second floor 
terrace of the Baha'i National Center in 
Cotonou, Benin. 
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The Baha'i Faith is unique among the world's religions in the emphasis 
Baha'u'llah places on the importance of all children-the world citizens of 
tomorrow-and in the degree to which He has established principles and guide
lines for their education, training and well-being. 

This fundamental commitment to children ensured the enthusiastic participa
tion of the Baha'i world community in the United Nations-sponsored Interna
tional Year of the Child. 

The editors are happy to devote this entire issue of Bahti'i News to an interna
tional survey of Baha'i activities during the International Year of the Child. 

at 
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lye report 
A worldwide round-up of Baha'f activities 
supporting the International Year of the Child 

The Baha'i International Community-the 
Baha'i world community-is a cross-section of 
humanity, including almost all nationalities, 
classes, trades, professions, rich and poor, liter
ate and illiterate. It comprises memben of the 
Baha'i Faith living in more than 100,000 locali
ties, in 340 countries and territories-152 inde
pendent nations. 

The Baha'i International Community is ac
credited in consultative status with the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) and with the United Nations Chil
drens' Fund (UNICEF). It is also associated with 
the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) and. with the UN Department of Public 
Information. It has representatives with the 
United Nations in New York, Geneva, Vienna 
and Nairobi as well as a special representative 
for the continent of Africa. These representa
tives are the voice through which the Baha'i 
view is made known at the United Nations
through participation in meetings, written sub
missions, and penonal contact with memben of 
the UN Secretariat and .delegates of the 152 
member nations. The Baha'i International Com
munity constantly keeps the UN informed of 
worldwide Baha'i participation in UN programs 
and observances. 

Throughout the International Year of the 
Child, the Baha'i International Community 
worked closely with IYC and UNICEF officials, 
both at the United Nations and oveneas, and 
was able to present to these officials a steady 
stream of reports and pictures of the various 
activities Baha'i communities had undertaken 
around the world, as well as samples of publica
tions and promotional materials. they had pro- " 
duced for the Year. 

At the conclusion of the International Year of 
the Child, the Baha'i International Community 
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compiled the following summary report of the 
lYe activities of the Baha'i world community 
for submission to the United Nations. 

The "national affiliates" referred· to ill the 
report are the 126 National Spiritual Assemblies 
of the Baha'i world, whose communities share 
in the consultative status accorded to the Baha'i 
International Community. 

• 
INTRODUCTION 

The International Year of the Child was wann
ly welcomed and enthUSiastically supported by 
the Baha'i International Community and its 126 
national affiliates. The following report contains 
details of some of the many special events and 
activities sponsored by the Baha'i world com
munity in observance of the Year. 

It would be misleading, however, to report 
only on these special IYC-linked activities. Baha'i 
communities in 100,000 localities in more than 
300 territories and independent countries are 
committed, by reason of their Faith, to the edu
cation, training and well-being of children, and it 
is impossible to evaluate the total Baha'i contri
bution to IYC without reviewing, in brief, those 
regular and continuing Baha'i activities that ac
cord with the purposes and goals for which IYC 
was established. 

The attitude of the Baha'i world community 
toward the world's children is based upon th 
tead:tings of the Baha'i Faith, enunciated by it. 
Foun'der more than 130 years ago. Fundamental . 
to Baha'i belief is the recognition that the human 
race is one entity and that all its memben are 
entitled to equal rights and opportunities. The 
Baha'i Faith condemns all forms of prejudice, 
whether religious, racial, class or national, up
holds the principle of equal status, opportunity, 



rights and privileges for men and women, and 
advocates universal compulsory education. 

The Baha'i teachings emphasize the impor
tance of the family as the basic unit of society and 
stress the role of the mother as the first educator 
of her children. Education is regarded as being of 
three kinds: material (which concerns the health 
and well-being of the body); human (which con
cerns the development of the intellect); and spiri
tual (which concerns character training and the 
acquisition of universal qualities such as justice, 
mercy, truth, compassion). Children are regard
ed as integral members of the family, with the 
right to share their feelings, thoughts and ideas, 
and they are encouraged to participate fully in 
the activities of their community. 

Ongoing Programs-to CHILD EDUCATION 

A major goal of successive plans for the devel
opment of the Baha'i world community given to 
the affiliates of the Baha'i International Com
munity is the establishment of Baha'i-sponsored 
children's classes in communities where Baha'is 
reside. . 

. Baha'i children's classes are structured accord
ing to the needs of the community. In those parts 
of the world where no formal educational system 
exists, or where lack of school facilities is still the 
rule, Baha'i communities have established pri
mary and secondary schools and, in some vil
lages, "tutorial" schools in the lOcal Baha'i Cen
ter provide classes in elementary subjects. 

There are approximately 75 such schools 
throughout the world. They are non-denomina
tional and are open to children of all back
grounds. In the current seven-year development 
plan of the Baha'i world community, thirty-three 
national affiliates have been asked to establish 
tutorial schools. (See Appendix) 

Literacy programs, in many cases for illiterate 
women, have been established in Bolivia, Co
lombia, Ecuador, New Hebrides, Swaziland, 
Korea, Thailand, Spain, Benin, India, and Mor
occo, and the feasibility of projects in a number 
of other countries is under consideration. liter
acy education is a goal of the Baha'i radio station 
in Otavalo, Ecuador, and will also be included in 
the programs of a new Baha'i radio station now 
being planned in Peru. 

In Ethiopia, a literacy project devised by the 
Baha'is and implemented during lYC was com
mended by the UNESCO liaison officer and by 
the UNICEF representative, who described it as 
a model for other projects. The Baha'i commu
nity views the education of women as a key 
factor in child education. 

In areas where compulsory education and 
state school systems meet the need for general 
education, Baha'i coinmunities are focusing 

upon the spiritual and moral education of chil
dren. Weekly children's classes are a regular fea
ture of Baha'i community life and aim to nurture 
the spiritual, mental, emotional and physical 
health of the children in the community. These 
classes are open to the children of Baha'i and 
non-Baha'i parents alike. (Detailed statistics for 
1979 are not yet available, but it is known that 
Baha'i children's classes are being held regularly 
in at least 46 countries). 

Baha'i communities in the rural areas of devel
oping countries are encouraged to build their 
own local Baha'i Centers and to use them as 
venues for children's classes. One thousand two 
hundred and eighty-five new Centers were built 
during the five years ending April1979-an indi
cation of the potential for growth and develop
ment in these communities. 

Baha'i summer and winter schools provide 
formal courses for both Baha'i and non-Baha'i 
students, including general classes for children, 
on a wide variety of subjects. Courses may last 
for a weekend or for several weeks. 

Ongoing Programs-2. TEACHER TRAINING 

The establishment of Baha'i children's classes 
must necessarily be accompanied by the training 
of teachers, and teacher training institutes regu
larly figure in Baha'i community activities. IYC 
provided the impetus for special efforts and 
latge-scale programs in this area. In observance 
of the Year, the Baha'i National Education Com
mittee of the United States, for instance, pu},. 
lished a Teacher Training Manual and sponsored 
a series of regional programs for the training of 
child education consultants. 

IYC-linked teacher training institutes and 
child education seminars (involving parents as 
well as teachers) were held in Australia, Chad, 

An lYe exhibit mounted by the Koolaupoko Baha'i community 
at the Kadua Library, Hawaii. 
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the Dominican Republic, Malawi, Rhodesia, 
Singapore and Trinidad. The Baha'i Interna
tional Community's lYC consultant for Africa 
traveled extensively throughout Ghana, Liberia, 
Ivory Coast, Togo, Nigeria and Cameroon to 
hold classes for parents and teachers in village 
communities .. 

Ongoing Programs-3. CHILD EDUCATION 
MATERIALS 

Affiliates of the Baha'i International Commu
nity are.constantly developing materials for use 
in Baha'i children's classes and at Baha'i summer 
and winter schools. Dl,uing the period covered 
by lYe, new materials were developed and dis
tributed in Burma, Ireland, Lesotho, Malawi, 
Nigeria and the United States. Curricula and. 
lesson plans were formulated and circulated in 
Ghana, Ivory Coast, Uganda and the United 
States. In New Zealand, a National Child Educa
tion Committee was formed to make resource 
materials available to Baha'i communities 
throughout the country. 

Henry Harman of the United Nations office in Panama presents 
prizes to winners of the Bahti'i-sponsored lYe children's art 
contest during a ceremony last January at the Museo del 
Hombre Panameno. 
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Ongoing Programs-4. PUBLICATIONS FOR 
AND CONCERNING CHILDREN 

The literClture of the Baha'i Faith includes a 
large number of books for children, as well as 
compilations from the Baha'i Writings and com
m~ntaries upon ~e Baha'i te~chings relating to 
children, the family, and child education. lYe 
focused the attention of Baha'i publishing agen
cies upon literature for and about children, with 
the result that several new publications ap
pe~ in this category, some of them specifically 
dedicated to lYe. The Baha'i Publishing Trust of 
the United Kingdom issued several new chil
dren'stitles and began work on other children's 
books. Several new children's bQpks were pub
lished by private Baha'i publishers in the U.S. 
and the U.K. A Baha'i children's book, "Flowers 
of One Garden," was published in New Zealand 
in Maori. "Educacion Espiritual de los Nmos" 
was a publication of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of Colombia. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of Italy initiated the publication of a special bOOk
let for lYC containing quotatiOtis from the Baha'i 
Writings on the education of children; Australia 
published a pamphlet entitled "Our Children"; 
and two pamphlets--one on education and the 
other on the family-were published. in Ireland 
to mark lYe. The Canadian Association for Stud
ies on the Baha'i Faith, whose ''Baha'i Studies" 
series of booklets contains research papers and 
scholarly works on issues of concern to Baha'is 
and others, dedicated one of its publications to 
lYe. Published in April 1979, this ''Baha'i Stud
ies" booklet contained. a monograph, ''The Vio
lence-free Society: A Gift for Our Children," by 
an eminent Baha'i psychiatrist, and featured the 
IYC logo on the cover. . 
Ongoing Programs-5. WOMEN'S AC
TIVITIES 

Baha'i women's committees operating in 45 
countries are contributing greatly to the well
being of children by launching and coordinating 
programs aimed at developing the role of the 
mother in the family and the role of women in 
the community. 

SPECIFIC BAHA'i INVOLVEMENT IN IYC 
Organization and Planning 

A special newsletter distributed. to national 
Baha'i communities in 1977 on activities to pro
mote the relationship with UNICEF encouraged 
Baha'i communities to plan programs and activi
ties in support of the broad objectives of the 
Year. 

The Baha'i International Community cooper
ated with the lYC Secretariat and the NGO/IYC 



Committee; provided IYC materials to many na
tional affiliates; informed them of visits by Dr. 
Estefania Aldaba-Lim, special representative 
and assistant secretary-general, International 
Year of the Child Secretariat; encouraged them 
to support Universal Children's Day; appointed 
Dr. Jane Failyas IYC consultant for Africa (Dr. 
Faily's report appears on pp. of this issue), 
and, through correspondence, gave constant en
couragement to Baha'i bodies and individuals 
throughout the world. 

Before and during International Year of the 
Child, affiliates of the Baha'i International Com
munity worked closely with official IYC organiz
ing bodies throughout the world. Baha'is in Ber
muda, New Zealand, Belize and Hawaii were 
appointed to serve on national IYC committees. 
The Baha'i International Community's IYC con
sultant for Africa met and held discussions with 
national and state IYC and UNICEF personnel in 
all six African countries she visited. 

The IYC State Steering Committee in Hawaii 
appointed a Baha'i chairman of its Children's 
Day program, and subsequently presented an 
IYC award to the Baha'i community. To ensure 
that the American Baha'i community was well 
prepared for IYC, the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the Baha'is of the United .States arranged 
for the distribution of Universal Children's Day 
kits to more than 1,000 local Bah~'i administra
tive bodies. Child education consultants 
throughout the country assisted local Baha'i 
communities in planning their IYC activities. In 
the Netherlands, UNICEF materials were dis
tributed to local Baha'i communities in prepara
tion for IYe. Baha'i communities in Belgium, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand and the U.S. spon
sored concerts and donated the proceeds to IYC 
and UNICEF. 

Promotion of lYC 
The Baha'i International Community and its 

national affiliates vigorously promoted IYC 
through the media, through publicity cam
paigns, displays, exhibitions, public meetings 
and conferences, and through national and in
ternational Baha'i publications. These promo
tional activities can best be summarized under 
separate headings. 

(a) Publicity Campaigns: The National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States 
launched a major IYC promotional campaign on 
the theme "Love That Child." Promotional 
materials included "Love That Child" 
brochures, folders, billboards, posters, press 
advertisements, sweatshirts, buttons, balloons 
and stickers. The campaign also included TV and 
radio spots. Baha'i national communities in 

Tessema, representing the Baha'i commun of 
1:'£1., ____ presents a copy of the Baha'i literacy booklet 'Ha Hu 
in Days' to John Allen, UNESCO representative in 
Ethiopia. Looking on (left TO right) are Baha'is Berhane Gilll 
and Belete Worku, and UNECA public relations officer Mr. 
Peters. 

Alaska, the Bahamas, Singapore and Taiwan 
also adopted the same theme and produced and 
distributed "Love That Child" materials. Other 
IYC promotional materials produced by national 
affiliates of the Baha'i International Community 
included an lye calendar (Hawaii), posters on 
the rights of the child (Sweden), a 14-foot 
"Rights of the Child" banner (the Netherlands) 
and IYe leaflets and stickers (Italy, New 
Zealand, Taiwan). 

(b) Exhibitions and Displays: The Baha'i 
International Community has received reports 
from eight of its national affiliates regarding 
major displays and exhibitions mounted by 
Baha'i communities to promote IYC. In Italy, 
three exhibitions on the theme "The Interna
tional Year of the Child" were mounted,at trade 
fairs in Cagliari, Bari and Milan. The Baha'is of 
the Netherlands sponsored displays in various 
parts of the country, including a two-week 
exhibition in Drachten on "Rights of the Child." 
This was also the theme of an exhibition at the 
National Baha'i 1:~er in Benin. In Fiji and 
Hawaii, lye displays were mounted in univer
siti~s and public libraries. Finland promoted 
both national and local displays, and in Peru the 
Baha'is mounted a special exhibition for 
Universal Children's Day. American Baha'i 
communities sponsored countless display 
booths at local festivals organized in observance 
of IYC. The Baha'i exhibit at the Bermuda IYC 
Conference in November featured "Love That 
Child" and "Children Give Color to the World" 
themes. 
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(c) Parades and Festivals: The Baha'i "Love That 
Child" float was awarded first prize in the 
non-commercial category in the annual Aloha 
Parade in Honolulu, Hawaii, and Baha'i children 
participated in the UN Week "Sunrise Cere
mony," also in Honolulu. Baha'i youth in Fiji 
entered an IYC float in the annual festival parade 

. in Ba Town. The Baha'is of Ecuador sponsored a 
Children's Festival at which children from rural 
schools presented dances, dramas, recitations 
and songs to an audience of 1,000, and a local 
Baha'i community in New Zealand organized an 
IYC children's parade and presented a "Rights of 
the Child" scroll to the mayor. Tongan Baha'i 
children took part in the national IYC parade. 

~) Radioltelevisionlpress publidty: IYC and 
related topics such as children's rights and child 
education formed the subject matter of press 
articles placed by Baha'is in national and local 
newspapers, and of television . and radio 
presentations sponsored by or featuring Baha'is. 
In addition, local and national media frequently 
gave editorial coverage to IYC-linked Baha'i 
activities, thus further promoting the Year. 

Articles relating to IYC were placed by Baha'is 
in national and local newspapers in Bolivia, 
Cameroon, Haiti, Ivory Coast and Nigeria, while 
the press in Lesotho, Panama and Sweden 
covered Baha'i events that had been organized in 
observance of lYe. 

The Baha'i community of Bolivia featured spot 
announcements of IYC in its weekly half-hour 
radio program, and devoted three of these 
programs exclusively to lYe. In Alaska, the 
Baha'is sponsored twice-daily public radio 
annQuncements of IYC for two months, while 
three radio stations in Haiti carried announce
ments of public meetings for IYC organized by 
the Baha'i community. Radio Baha'i in Ecuador 
broadcast many special programs on IYC and 
gave extensive coverage to nationwide IYC
linked Baha'i activities. In Fiji, liberia, Nigeria 
and Cameroon, Baha'is gave a total of 13 radio 
interviews devoted to IYC, and in New Zealand, 
a Baha'i presented a program on the education of 
children and mothers. 

Early in 1979, the Baha'i community of Vitoria, 
Brazil, sponsored a series of three television 
programs on the education of children. A special 
lYe program was prepared and presented on 
Bolivian television by a group of Baha'i children. 
In Ecuador, Baha'is appeared on seven IYC
linked programs (one of which featured a Baha'i 
children's choir). The Baha'i International 
Community's IYC consultant for Africa gave 
three television interviews on IYC during her 
visit to Nigeria. The Bangui Baha'i Children's 
Choir (Central African Empire) performed 13 
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songs in different languages on a television 
prograin devoted to IYC, with each song being 
introduced by a child. 

(e) Public events: Reports of public events 
sponsored to promote IYC have been received 
from 22 of the Baha'i International Community's 
national affiliates-namely, Alaska, Australia, 
the Bahamas, Benin, Cameroon, Canada, Haiti, 
Hawaii, Honduras, Italy, Lesotho, Liberia; the 
Netherlands, New Hebrides, Nigeria, Singa
pore, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Tan
zania, Togo and the United States. The majority 
of these countries rep~rted several events. . 

These events included public meetings, 
conferences, seminars, slide presentations, 
panel discussions and symposia; topics covered 
included "International Year of the Child," 
"Child Education," "Children's Rights," "An 
International Perspective on the Conditions of 
Children," "Raising Whole Children," and 
"Toward a Better Understanding of the Child." 
Several events were scheduled to coincide with 
Universal Children's Day; others were held on 
United Nations Day or Human Rights Day. 
Some were sponsored in conjunction with local 
or national IYC committees and featured lYe or 
UNICEF speakers as well as Saha'i speakers~·The 
events took place at universities, schools, 
national and local Baha'i Centers, sports arenas 
and public meeting halls in cities, towns and 
villages. . 

In Singapore, 2,000 spectators in a high
density residential area saw an open-air IYC 
presentation by Baha'i children. A special IYC 
service at the Baha'i House of Worship in 
Australia was attended by more than 450 people 
including officials from the United Nations 
Association of Australia and the Australian 
UNICEF Committee. The Baha'is of Hawaii 
sponsored an IYC banquet, and the Baha'i 
International Community'S representative to the 
United Nations was keynote speaker at the 
official IYC Conference banquet in Bermuda. In 
Monrovia (Liberia), 44 representatives of differ
ent groups concerned with the success of IYC 
attended a tea party sponsored by the Baha'is, 
and in New York more than 100 distinguished 
guests from the United Nations Secretariat, UN 
missions and non-governmental organizations 
attended a luncheon hosted by the Baha'i 
International Community to mark lYe. 

(f) Balui'{ media: The goals and purposes oflYC, 
as well as the countless activities it inspired, 
were given saturation coverage by Baha'i media 
worldwide. In recognition of lye, Baha'i editors 
also included in their publications an unprec
edented number of articles concerning the 



welfare and education of children. Coverage 
began in 1978 and is continuing into 1980. 

International Balui'{ media 

Baha'i News, published in the United States 
and circulated to Baha'is in more than 125 
countries, devoted its October 1978 issue to the 
upcoming lYe. A series of four-page feature 
articles on child education, dedicated to IYC, 
appeared monthly between December 1978 and 
March 1979. Throughout 1979, the magazine 
reported extensively on the multitude of Baha'i
sponsored IYC activities throughout the world 
and carried multi-page features on major events. 

The quarterly Baha'i journal, World Order, 
previewed the Year in its Summer 1978 editorial, 
and-subsequently carried lengthy articles o·n 
child education and child health and nutrition 
written by authorities in these fields. The 
French-language quarterly, La Pensee Baha'ie, 
devoted its June 1979 issue to IYC and carried 
num2rous reports of IYC activities throughout 
the year. 

"Baha'i International News Service"-the 
international newsletter of the Baha'i world, 
circulated to all the Baha'i International 
Community's affiliates-carried numerous re
ports of IYC activities. 

National Balui'i media 

Throughout 1979, national Baha'i newsletters 
and bulletins published in countries in every part 
of the world gave extensive coverage to lYe. 

The American Balui'£, the monthly newspaper 
circulated to every Baha'i in the United States, 
devoted four pages of its October 1978 issue to 
announcing lYe. During the Year itself, the 
newspaper carried a series of six special articles 
on the moral and spiritual education of children, 
and reported on each of the regional programs 
mounted by the U.S. Baha'i National Education 
Committee for the training of child education 
consultants. 

Every issue of The American Baha'i from 
January 1979 to February 1980 featured lengthy 
reports on the IYC activities of American Baha'i 
'communities nationwide-activities that in
cluded the sponsoring of promotional meetings, 
luncheons, exhibitions, displays, panel discus
sions, booths, floats, bus billboards, awards, 
presentations, radio and television appearances, 
as well as children's festivals, parties, concerts, 
art exhibitions, sports, games-and many other 
IYC activities too numerous to mention. 

Copies of bulletins received by the Baha'i 
International Community from its national 
affiliates in Alaska, Australia, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Canada, Fiji, Germany (FOR), Hong Kong, Italy, 

Members of the Ballet Shayda rompany in a scene from .-.,,''"'" 
for Kids,' a ballet created by Canadian Baha'is in honor of the 
International Year of the Child that was seen by more than 
30,000 people in Canada. 

India, Japan, Lesotho, Liberia, Luxembourg, 
Morocco, the Netherlands, New Hebrides, New 
Zealand, Puerto Rico, Rhodesia, Singapore, 
Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago, and the 
United Kingdom contained a wide range of IYC 
items, including announcements and explana
tions of the Year, reproductions of the IYC logo, 
editorials encouraging Baha'i communities to 
support IYC, special articles on children and the 
family dedicated to IYC, compilations of 
quotations on children from the Baha'i Writings, 
also dedicated to IYC, and countle,.ss reports of 
the many and diverse activities by the Baha'is in 
honor of lYe. 

Australia, Brazil, Hong Kong, India, Italy and 
Rhodesia each devoted an entire issue of the 
national Baha'i bulletin to lYe. Most national 
bulletins featured regular pages or columns for 
children, and three national affiliates (Alaska, 
Italy and the United States) published separate 
Baha'i children's magazines. 

As previously reported, Radio Baha'i in 
Ecuador devoted many of its programs to IYC 
and also covered IYC-linked Baha'i activities. 
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Although children played an active role in 
many of ~h.e. Baha'i activities promoting IYC, 
!hese achvlhes were generally aimed at and 
mvo~ved the adult pl,lblic. In contrast, the many 
speoal programs and activities sponsored by the 
Baha'i world community in celebration of 
In~erna~nal Year of the Child were specifically 
child-directed, so that the children-the in
tended beneficiaries of IYC-would have the 
opportunity of participatiRg' fully in its observ
ances. Both Baha'i and non-Baha'i children 
were included in these activities. 

(a) Children's festivalslpartieslentertainments: 
Five hundred children from seven villages 
attended a gala IYC children's party at the New 
Era Baha'i School in Panchgani, India, and the 
children themselves provided the musical and 
dramatic entertainment. Baha'i communities 
throughout the Solomon Islands marked Uni
versal Children's Day with programs of prayers, 
songs, sports and games-all chosen, organized 
and presented by the children. Children's 
puppet shows were sponsored by Baha'i 
communities in Levuka (Fiji) and La ,Paz 
(Bolivia). 

The Baha'is of Lae (Papua New Guinea) 
sponsored an IYC program at the local children's 
hospital; in the United Kingdom, Baha'i 
communities in London and Gloucester or
ganized IYC parties for underprivileged children 
from several children's homes; and the Baha'is 
played ho~t to disabled children at an IYC party 
mTanzama. 

(b) Children's conferences: During IYC, Baha'i 
communities in Australia, Chad, the Dominican 
Republic, Germany (FOR), Ireland, Lesotho, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway and 
Panama sponsored national and local children's 
conferences and institutes. During the National 
Children's Festival sponsored by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Australia, 
children's camps were held in every state. 
Throughout 1979, special programs for children 
were a feature of Baha'i summer and winter 
schools worldwide. 

(c) Children's art and music: IYC was the 
inspiration for an olitpouring of music and song 
throughout the Baha'i world, and Baha'i 
children's choirs performed at numerous events 
in celebration of the year. The 24-member 
singing group, "Children of Baha," composed of 
children from 4 to 14 years of age, traveled 
extensively in California to perform at public 
events and on radio and television. 
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The. Baha'i .stere~ LP, "Happy Ayycim-i-Ha!," 
~eatunng children s stories and songs, was 
Judged by Religion in Media to be the best 
children's album issued in the United States in 
1979. In Austria, 400 copies of the LP "Das 
Kind," recorded by llaha'i musicians and 
featuring children's songs in seven languages 
were distributed to government officials and 
prominent people. The record is being spon
sored .by .the Rett~t das Kind (Save the Child) 
organIZation. Sunnam chose as its official IYC 
song a song based on the Baha'i Writings and 
composed by a Baha'i musician. 

Thirty thousand people in Canada saw the 
Ballet Shayda's production of the ballet "Hurray 
for Kids," created by Canadian Baha'is in honor 
of lYe. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of Ecuador launched an IYC children's art 
co~petition and. distributed details to every 
pnmary school m the country. Radio Baha'i 
promoted the competition and the Ecuador 
Baha'i children's choir performed at the award 
ceremony. The Panamanian Baha'i community 
sponsored an art contest that involved 4 ()()() 
children in 27 schools, and a Baha'i-spo~red 
IYC poster competition was launched in public 
schools in Alaska. In Australia, a Baha'i
sponsored exhibition of children's art which 
was officially opened by the directo; of the 
UNICEF Committee for Australia, attracted 
more than a thousand contributions. 

An IYC Children's Week, organized by the 
Baha'i community of Hyderabad, Pakistan 
feature~ .children's art, .essay, singing and qu~ 
competitions and culmmated in a prize-giving 
ceremo~y attended by 500 guests. The Baha'i 
International Community's affiliates in New 
Zealand, Japan, Mauritius, Monaco and the U.S. 

A highlight of the Baha'i-sponsored lYC Children's Week in 
Karachi, Pakistan, was a quiz contest for children conducted 
by well-known radio and TV personality Mrs. Khushakht 
Shuhajat (left). 

I 

_J 



also reported on children's competitions and 
exhibitions they had sponsored to mark lYe. 

CONCLUSION 

The International Year of the Child served to 

reinforce an existing commitment by the Baha'i 
world community to child development, educa
tion and welfare and provided the stimulus for 
increased efforts with existing programs, as well 
as inspiring many new programs. 

Baha'i rommunities in the following countries have reported International Year of the Child activities 
and/or are involved in child education programs. 

AFRICA 

Benin Ghana- Mali··· 
Burundi··· Guinea- Mauritius·-
Cameroon RepubliC-· Ivory Coasr· Morocco 
Central African Kenya"· Nigeria-
R~ubli~- Lesotho Rwanda"· 

Cha .... Liberia- Senegal"· 
Ethiopia (Madagascar) Sierra Leone··· 
Gambia, The- Malawi··· Swaziland···· 

AMERICAS 

Alaska Chile·"· Guatemala 
(Argentina) Colombia··· Guyana 
Belize Costa Rica Haiti· 
Bermuda Dominican Honduras 
Bolivia··· Republic Jamaica 
Brazil Ecuador Mexico 
Canada EISalvador Panama····· 

(Falkland 
Islands) 

ASIA 

Bangladesh··· India······ Pakistan· ••• 
Burma···· Japan Philippines· ••• 
Hong Kong Korea· Sikkim···· 

(Laos) 

AUSTRALASIA 

Australia Marshall New Zealand 
Fiji Islands Islands Papua New Guinea··· 
Hawaiian Islands Tonga Samoa 

EUROPE 

Austria Iceland Luxembourg 

~um Ireland, Netherlands 
F and Republic of Norway 
Germany Italy Sweden 

• Primary and/or secondary schools already established. (A total of 22 schools) 
.. Tutorial schools already established. (A total of 55 schools) 

Tanzania-· 
Togo 
Upper Vola-· 
Zaire 
Zambia-
Zimbabwe Rhodesia 

Peru-· 
Puerto Rico 
Surinam 
Trinidad and Tobago 
United States 
Venezuela-

Singapore 
(Sri Lanka) 
Taiwan 
Thailand· 

Solomon Islands·· 
New Hebrides··· 

Switzerland 
United Kingdom 
Monaco 

... Tutorial schools as goal in current development plan. 
(Tutorial school is a term, originally adopted in the Baha'i community of India, to describe the simple ,type of school. 
organized and conducted under the auspices of the local Baha'i administrative body, wherein one teacher is employed to 
conduct classes in reading and writing and elementary subjects for the Baha'i and non-Baha'i children in a village.) 

(Countries in parentheses have been added since the original Report was submitted). 

July 198QfBahi" News 9 J 



Travels in Africa 
The Baha'f International Community's consultant 
in Africa for lye spends a busy 10 months on road 

Acting as Baha'i International Community consul
tant in Africa for the International Year of the Child 
(lYe) and the United Nations Decade for Women, Dr. 
Jane Faily, Intern Training Director, Royal Ottawa 
Hospital, Canada, undertook extensive and successful 
activities in a number of West African countries. Trav
eling from July 1978 to May 1979, and assisted by 
Baha'is accompanying her as well as by local Baha'is, 
Dr. Faily visited Ghana, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Togo, 
Nigeria, and the United Republic of Cameroon, con
ducting teacher-training institutes, development 
workshops for women, and- curriculum design and 
administrative planning classes. Since in many rural 
areas teachers from eight to 12 villages came together, 
each workshop affected indirectly as many as 400 to 
500 children. Dr. Faily's work had, therefore, the 
potential for far-reaching impact. 

Many of the participants in the teacher-training 
institutes directed by Dr. Faily were either public 
school teachers or non-professionals who teach chil~ 
dren's classes. Eighty percent taught in rural areas 
where there are no high schools and education experi
ence is very limited. 

According to Dr. Faily, classes sponsored by Baha'i 
communities for children in these areas include music, 
arts and crafts, games, memorization, and personal 
hygiene, as well as certain concepts vital to the ad
vancement of women and ch(ldren, such as the oneness 
of mankind, the equality of men and women, the im
portance of education, respect for all religions, and 
such personal qualities as honesty, cleanliness, and 
industriousness. The classes are Conducted for the 
most part in the local language, as well as in either 
French or English. This is an advantage to the rural 
children, for success in school is greatly affected by 
their fluency in English or French. 

In Liberia, Dr. Faily conducted a development 
workshop for women preceding the first West African 
Baha'i Women's Conference in December 1978. This 
intensive training program to develop leadership skills 
was attended by 18 women from Ghana, Iran, the 
United States, and Togo, all of whom were working in 
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West Africa. During the conference that folluwed, 75 
participants from 14 countries took part in a two and 
one-half hour workshop demonstrating techniques for 
conducting children's classes. 

In her contacts with lYC personnel in the Vdrious 
countries, Dr. Faily acted as a liaison between the 
National Baha'i community and the lYC program 
organizers for the area. In this way, Baha'icommuni
ties became informed of lYC activities, and the lYC 
personnel became aware of Baha'i resources that could 
be used-and those that already were being used-to 
help with their programs. 

Dr. Faily's activities on behalf of lYC and the Dec
ade for Women drew much attention from the media. 
In newspaper articles in Nigeria, Cameroon, and Ivory 
Coast, as well as in radio and TV interviews, Dr. Faily 
and her assistants were able to discuss the goals of lYC 
and the relationship between child care and the status 
of women, and to explain and demonstrate educational 
methods based on encouraging participation rather 
than inflicting punitive discipline. 

• 
By DR. JANE FAILY 

As a consultant to the Baha'i International 
Community for the International Year of the 
Child (IYC) and the UN Decade for Women in 
Africa, I drove more than 7,000 miles in a camp
ing bus through seven countries-from Monro
via, Liberia, to Yaounde, Cameroon Republic
from July 1978 to May 1979. 

It was a voyage of discovery. I learned how 
grassroots village Baha'i communities function 
in West Africa, and learned how vital the UN 
development projects, such as those for women 
and children, are in that part of the world. It was 
an internal odyssey as well; I started with hope 
and finished with certitude. 

For several years I had hoped to find an oppor
tunity to use my professional skills among 
people in developing countries. A project 
already was in motion. In 1974, the Universal 



House of Justice-the governing body of the 
Baha'i International Community-had called 
upon Baha'is to assist the education of children 
in Africa by developing materials and sending 
trained personnel. On my return from the 1977 
Baha'i Asian Women's Conference in Delhi, 
India, I met with the Baha'i Committee for 
Children's Education in Africa and was recruited 
for a year's travel in Africa to train teachers, help 
volunteers already in the field, and prepare an 
evaluative report on conditions and materials. 
An international survey of materials produced 
by Baha'i educators throughout the world had 
been carried out; field data were needed to assess 
which materials were best suited for African 
countries. 

Dr. Victor de Araujo, representative of the 
Baha'i International Community to the United 
Nations, agreed that it would be useful for me to 
do liaison work between the national and state 
lYe personnel and Baha'i institutions. Baha'i ac
tivities in support of International Women's Year 
had been extensive in Togo and Ghana, for ex
ample, including conferences of village women 
in both countries. A foundation had therefore 
been set in place to support natiornlI IYC goals. 
By working with the Baha'i institutions in liber
ia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, 
and the Reyublic of Cameroon, I could gain an 
overview 0 programs and resources and could 
help the Baha'i communities coordinate with na
tional IYC programs. 

Introducing lYC 
Creating an awareness of IYC goals and pro-

- grams in the West African Baha'i community 
came easily. 1979, the International Year of the 
Child, began with an auspicious occasion, the 
first West African Baha'i Women's Conference in 
Monrovia, Liberia. The conference drew women 
from 16 countries speaking 23 languages. Not 
only were these educated women, but also vil
lage women from Mali, Ghana, Togo, Benin, 
Niger, Upper Volta, Nigeria, Cameroon, and 
busloads of women from remote areas of Liberia, 
such as Nimba County. 

The equality of men and women and the role 
of women in community . life were among the 
conference themes. Village women spoke mov
ingly of the effect the conference had on them. 
For many, merely attending the conference rep
resented a break with tradition, and the open 
discussion of women's roles in demonstrating 
their equality with men had changed their think
ing and given them new courage. 

The goals of IYC were explained at that confer
ence, and the delegates heard a report from 
Mme. Kazimi of Abidjan about her experiences 
as a member of the Non-Governmental Organi-

Dr. Jane Faily spent nearly a year in West Africa promoting 
Baha'i activities supporting the International Year of the 
Child. 

zation (NGO) planning committee for IYC activ
ities in Ivory Coast. Collaboration between the 
Baha'i institutions and UNICEF in Ivory Coast 
resulted from channeling UNICEF materials 
through the Baha'i community structure. 

Malnutrition is widespread among village 
children there. At teacher-training institutes in 
Abidjan, Daloa, and Bouke, excellent education
al materials from the Women's Affairs Office of 
UNDP were disseminated. Prepared for illiterate 
women, the materials, in the form of picture 
stories, show how infants develop kwashiorkor 
(a disease associated with malnutrition) and in
clude pictures of foods available at village mar
kets that could help in preventing the disease. 
These materials were an invaluaple addition to 
the Baha'i curriculum. 

Guidelines for Baha'i Education 

Questions and comments from women at the 
conference in Monrovia clarified the Baha'i prin
ciples that would serve as guidelines during IYC 
and afterward: 

l. Providing education for all children, girls as 
well as boys, is a parental and community. re
sponsibility . 

2. Physical, intellectual, and character educa
tion for each child is necessary. 
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3. Training in the oneness of humanity, and 
fellowship with those of all races, nationalities 
and religious backgrounds is essential. 

4. Purposeful education, enabling each child 
to acquire an art, craft, trade or profession useful 
to society is the goal. 

5. Work in a spirit of service to mankind, not 
narrow personal gain, is the desired result of 
Baha'i education. 
. 6. The method and content of education must 

strengthen family bonds, not undermine them. 
7. Respect for parents and teachers must be 

taught, but creating fear or resorting to harsh 
corporal punishment is to be avoided. 

8. The obligation and skills for individual in
vestigation of truth must be taught to each child. 

9. Family and community life must recognize 
the equality of men and women, and the impor
tance of the mother as the first educator of the 
child. 

Dr. Jane Faily and Mrs. Ofiong Ekpe visit a Baha'i children's 
class at Ikat Mbo, near Calabar, Nigeria, taught by Mrs. 
Mahnaz Bahine. Dr. Faily, the Baha'i International 
Community's consultant in Africa for the International Year of 
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Our first teacher-training institute had been 
held in Kumasi, Ghana, in July 1978. Counsellor 
Thelma Khelghati explained at that time that the 
institute could do far more than simply prepare 
teachers. If approached properly, she said, it 
could strengthen the Baha'i Assembly in the vil
lage (that is, the nine Baha'is elected from the 
community to guide its affairs). 

Mrs. Khelghati was convinced that it was im
portant to involve the village Assembly in the 
institute, and to offer the resources of the team in 
a way that would enhance its organizational abil
ity. She shared with us a brief description of the 
goal of "tutorial schools." (See the Appendix of 
the UN's lYe Report for a discussion of these 
schools.) If our team simply organized a teacher
training institute, selected students, and then 
left, she said, the local initiative and support 
emphasized in .setting up Baha'i tutorial schools 
would be lost. 

the Child, traveled more than 7,000 miles in 10 West AfriClln 
countries during 1978-79 observing Baha'i-sponsored eduCQ
tional programs. 



At the liberia conference, we met Hoda and 
Heshmat Naddafi, whose experience in present
ing teacher-training institutes in 95 villages in 
liberia confirmed Mrs. Khelghati's point. Local 
Baha'i institutions were new, they had not be
come involved in the institutes, and the Nad
dafis doubted the ability of the individuals they 
had taught to continue children's classes without 
their help. 

Teacher-Training Institutes 

The advantage of involving the local Baha'i 
institutions was clear. To do so, however, re
quired much more time, and capable local assis
tance. Our greater success was at the institute 
held in Kumasi. There the dean of the School of 
Agriculture, Dr. Benjamin Asare, and his wife, 
Beatrice, were our Baha'i hosts. 

Mrs. Asare accompanied us to eight villages in 
the Kumasi area. She was invaluable, not only as 
a translator, but in winning the confidence of the 
villagers and involving them in the project. 

We met with each elected Baha'i Assembly 
and asked whether they felt they would benefit 
from a teacher-training institute. They consulted 
on the needs of the children in their village, and 
about which members of the community should 
be chosen to come to Kamasi to attend the insti
tute. While there, we saw a little of what life was 
like in those villages and were therefore more 
sensitive to the needs of our students. 

Some of the delegates appointed to attend the 
institute were already school teachers. They 
learned methods based on encouragement and 
praise, rather than severe corporal punishment, 
from Mrs. Asare, and basic Baha'i principles 
such as the oneness of mankind, the essential 
unity of religions, the need to educate both males 
and females, and respect for parents and for 
Baha'i institutions. Others chosen to attend were 
Baha'is who had done no previous teaching. 
They were given prepared lesson plans and 
"practice-teaching" experience. 

At the close of the institute, the enthusiasm 
was great. The students expressed pride and 
gratitude for what they had learned. One stu
dent, who had asked Mrs. Asare on the first day 
for bus fare, told her later that he preferred to pay 
his own expenses. He said that he had learned 
much and that he wanted to make some sacrifice 
to express his gratitude. 

To further strengthen our bond with the vil
lage Assemblies, each of us accompanied one of 
our students back to his or her home village to 
observe the first class. We spent the night in the 
village as guests of the Assembly. 

Our team drove north to conduct institutes in 
Tamale and Zibila, and on our return south we 

revisited the villages around Kumasi. Two 
months after the Kumasi institute, all but one of 
our students had been holding regular classes in 
his village. Approximately 300 children were be
ing taught in both their local language and Eng
lish. Later institutes, in Abidjan and Daloa, 
Ivory Coast; Lome, Togo; Owerri, Port Harcourt, 
and Calabar, Nigeria; and Namfe, Douala and 
Bafoussarn, United Republic of Cameroon, were 
s~ar, J:>ut there was less time for involving the 
village Assembly. Fortunately, national wom
en's and children's committees in those areas are 
working to sustain the teachers and develop lo
cal administrative capacity. 

The high note of local strength came from 
Chad. In anticipation of my visit there, the Chil- -
dren's Committee organized institutes for 125 
villages, When illness prevented me from- com
ing, the committee members themselves con
ducted the institutes and produced a superb set 
of lesson plans in both French and English that 
was distributed to other West African communi
ties. Thus my most successful national program 
came in a country that I was unable to visit! 

Coordination With lYC Programs 

Even when we had less time to spend with 
local institutions, the grassroots Baha'is pro
vided a valuable resource to national and state 
IYC programs. In Nigeria, for example, after 
meeting with the extraordinarily capable and 
dedicated national chairman of IYC, Dr. M.A. 
Silva, I met also with the capable Chief of Wom
en and Nutrition Affairs, Mrs. Marie Toure 
.N'Gom; with Dr. Awoniyi, IYC chairman for 
Oyo State; Dr. Nwozeo, chairman for Imo State; 
and Mrs. I.e. Ogun, chairman for Rivers State. 
In each case, the Baha'i community had or
ganized support for IYC programs, and I was 
able to discuss local IYC goals in television and 
newspaper interviews. 

Every IYC committee I met with identified as 
its chief problem reaching the grassroots. TV, 
newspaper, and radio interviewers in Lagos, 
lbadan, Aba, Owerri, Port Harcourt, and Cala
bar all asked me whether lYe would amount to 
anything more than publicity and banquets 
among already-privileged city dwellers. 

Members of more than 300 Baha'i communi
ties in Nigeria made it possible for me to answer 
"yes" and to give evidence. Although many 
were themselves illiterate, they were wholly 
committed to providing education for boys and 
girls in their communities as ,!n article of faith. 
And they had been willing to sacrifice to realize 
that goal. We were therefore able to ask them to 
choose representatives to come to a central vil-

July 19801Bah6'1 News 13 



Teacher-training ,institutes were an important part of 
Baha'i-sponsored educational programs in West Africa 
launched in support of the International Year of the Child. 

lage to a teacher-training institute held at the . 
Baha'i Center which the villagers themselves 
had built. After the institute, they would return 
to their home villages to conduct regular chil
dren's classes with the support of parents. 

Accomplishments 

Teacher-training institutes, media interviews, 
poetry readings, conferences with lYe person
nel, interviews with top-level government offi
cials, community development, and the sheer 
feat of crossing the Sahara and then 7,000 more 
miles of roads and quasi-roads in West Africa in a 
second-hand Volkswagen camping bus seems 
impossible, and it would have been, without the 
cooperation of the many Baha'is who worked 
with me. 

The first team, in Ghana, included a ~ 
child education specialist, Deborah Jeffress, 
from North Carolina. She helped create the 
teacher-training materials we used, and she 
taught me to feel at home in villages. . 

Another team member was an Iranian, Fourozan 
Golshani, a sophisticated recent engineering 
graduate on his way to graduate school in Great 
Britain. He had volunteered his summer holiday 
and paid his own expenses to drive our car, carry 
water jars, stand for hours in petrol lines and 
help with the institutes. Fouroza!1's grandfather 
became a Baha'i at the age of 70. He was illiterate. 
Learning that Baha'i scripture enjoined educa
tion, he taught hirriself to read and write. His 
son, Fourozan's father, was educated in teaching 
and law. He moved to a small village in north
eastern Iran and founded a high school where 
there had been none, and he educated his four 
daughters, two of whom are physicians, as well 
as his son. 
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Although Fourozan was more at home in the 
milieu of Tihran, Paris, or London than in West 
Africa, he had willingly sacrificed his holiday 
and his savings to assist in this project. 

Gerhard Bindseil, a Canadian Baha'i of Ger
man origin, drove the bus across the Sahara and 
from liberia to Cameroon and back to Nigeria. 
At the age of SO, he had gone back to school at a 
university in Ontario before deciding to spend 
some time in Baha'i work in Africa. He was an 
apt student, and after observing several times, 
he conducted teacher-training institutes in 
places I was unable to reach. 

Dorothy Hansen, a poet and classroom teach
er from California who previously pioneered to 
South America, traveled with us from February 
until May of 1979, interrupting her work as a 
visiting scholar at the University of Ghana. Her 
discovery of the poetry of Gladys Mae Casely
Hayford, perhaps the first West African Wc:nnan 
poet, and her own poetry, written in response to 
the scenes and people we encountered, added a 
unique dimension to our lYe activities. Artists 
flocked to her poetry readings in Monrovia, 
Lome; lbadan, Owerri, Douala, and Yaounde. 
Through her, they learned about lYe goals and 
how artists might support them. Her rapport 
with both media and village people was extraor
dinary. The breadth of her sympathies and the 
vigor of her humanity were invaluable bridges 
across the barriers of culture, language, race and 
nationality. Those qualities were helpful in our 
dealings with the media and infinitely precious 
in the villages where people quickly sensed and 
trusted her and responded with naturalness and 
cooperation. 

From Calabar, Nigeria, Mrs. Ofiong Ekpe 
traveled with us through the United RepUblic of 
Cameroon. Headmistress of a nursery school 
and mother of five children, Mrs. Ekpe's exam
ple stimulated the participation of the women, 
and the admiration of the men, in a way our own 
activities could never have accomplished. 

And of course we depended upon the Baha'is 
who housed us, from Iran, the United States, 
Canada, Malaysia, India, and Mauritius, as well 
as Ewe, Ga, Fanti, Hausa, Yoruba, lbo, Effie, and 
So many other peoples who form the West Afri
can Baha'i community. From this great diversity 
came insights and ingenuity far richer than any 
one culture could generate. 

The Issue of Westernization 

Leopold Sedar Senghor, President of senegal, 
has written that however noble and discrimina
ting the minds, the result of outside "help" to 
Africa would be to reduce its people to becoming 
consumers, rather than builders, of civilization. 



The Baha'i belief in the oneness of mankind 
treasures the diversity of the human family. 
Baha'is, who are firmly opposed to militant na
tionalism and racism that threaten the security of 
the world, also eschew the cultural domination 
of one part of the world by another. Baha'i writ
ers, such as the Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'l-Baha RtiI:Uyyih Khanum, who herself 
undertook an historic journey across Africa some 
years ago, have expressed alarm over the 
destructive march of Western materialism 
through the Third World. 

The salient point in Mrs. Khelghati's early 
counsel about community involvement was that 
our work should enhance local initiative, not 
replace or dominate it. Our goal was to offer 
education, reading and writing if possible, but 
always accompanied by respect for one's cultural 
heritage and a firm belief in the unity of the 
human race. Our challenge was to offer these 
concepts without also imposing Western culture 
and methods. 

Conclusion 

How can the results of such a trip be summar
ized-in the number of institutes held, the number 
of children now attending regular classes, the 
growth of local community initiative, the new 
educational materials being produced, the closer 
link between Baha'i institutions and United Na
tions agencies in those coun tries, the good will of 
government officials? 

There were 12 teacher-training institutes, 
dozens of radio and television interviews, arti
cles on IYC and Baha'i principles of education in 
the national newspapers of Ivory Coast, Nigeria 
and the United Republic of Cameroon. I consult
ed with IYC committee chairmen and UNICEF 
representatives, and communicated their goals 
to the Baha'i institutions. Interviews with gov
ernment authorities clarified the status of the 
Baha'i Faith as an independent world religion 
that is non-political and an accredited Non
Governmental Organization with the Economic 
and Social Council and UNICEF. This is one sort 
of data summary. 

Personally, there is another infinitely precious 
piece of "hard data." Where once I had merely 

. hoped that a community whose basis was spiri
tual commitment could bring support to the 
United Nations' IYC in meaningful terms, I now 
had certitude. The rich diversity of the Baha'is of 
West Africa, supporting the vision of IYC, had 
produced classes in villages where there were 
none, and were raising a generation of children 
trained to see the world as a family of man. 
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update 

Reports of IYC activities are still 
reaching the Balui'i communities in all 
parts of the world. Featured on the 
following pages are some items that 
were not included in the summary 
report presented to the United Nations. 

• 
Bangladesh 

During the International Year of 
the Child, Baha'i tutorial schools 
were established in three villages 
in Bangladesh. This community 
also runs a regular feature for chil
dren in its national newsletter. 

Canada 
The October 1979 issue of "Pulse 

of the Pioneer"-the journal circu
lated by the National Pioneer Com
mittee of Canada to Canadian pio
neers throughout the world
consisted entirely of material sub
mitted by pioneer children. Pub
lished in both French and English, 
the journal contained letters, 
poems, essays and drawings by 
Canadian Baha'i children living in 
30 different countries. The ages of 
the contributors ranged from 3 to 
17 years. 

Falkland Islands 
As a result of the efforts of the 

Baha'is of the Falkland Islands, it is 
possible that-for the first time 
ever-the UNICEF calendar of 
children's art will include a picture 
drawn by a Falkland Islands child. 

To mark International Year of the 
Child, the Baha'i community of 
Stanley sponsored a countrywide 
children's art contest-the only 
major IYC event mounted by any 
organization in the Falkland Is
lands. Widespread advance pub
licity (flyers, posters, radio broad
casts) tied in the contest with IYC 
and with the work of UNICEF. 
Judging was by an independent 
panel and prizes were presented 
by Mrs. Connie Baker, wife of the 
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Chief Secretary of the Islands. Live 
radio coverage of the award cere
mony included a commentary on 
the winning pictures and inter
views with local Baha'is. 

A public exhibition of the 180 
pictures entered for the competi
tion attracted around 150 visitors 
each day. Also shown was an 
attractive range of materials, and a 
display explainirig the Baha'i rela
tionship to and cooperation with 
the United Nations. 

The Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Stanley cooperated 

closely with the United States 
Committee for UNICEF (the organ
ization that produces the UNICEF 
calendar). Competition prizes 
were picture puzzles, books and 
calendars purchased from the 
Committee, and the Committee re
quested that the 20 prize-winning 
pictures be submitted for consider
ation for the 1981 calendar. The 
Baha'is, and the Falkland Islands 
children, have since learned to 
their delight that eight of the pic
tures submitted were considered to 
be of sufidently high quality to put 
before the nominating board. 

The UNICEF display was a popular at- sored by the Baha'is of the Falkland Is
traction at the IYe art exhibition spon- lands. 

Laos 
Materials supplied by the local 

UNICEF office formed the basis of 
a permanent exhibition at the Na
tional Baha'i Center in Vientiane, 
Laos, during the International Year 
of the Child. The Baha'is of Laos 
also sponsored two Children's 
Conferences in honor of the Year. 

Madagascar 
In November 1979, the Baha'is of 

Tananarive, Madagascar, hosted a 
conference in celebration of Uni
versal Children's Day. The pro
ceedings were chaired by an 11-
year-old Baha'i child. The program 
included traditional songs and 

dances, party games, and a talk on 
the importance of universal educa
tion, which included an explana
tion of statements from the Baha'i 
Writings on the subject. 

Samoa 
Television audiences in Ameri

can Samoa had more than one op
portunity of seeing a special Inter
national Year of the Child tele
vision program produced and 
filmed by members of the Samoan 
Baha'i community. The 3O-minute 
program, which featured profes
sional Baha'i musicians Russell and 
Gina Garcia, was broadcast on 
three different occasions during 
the Year. 



• 

Other activities during the Year, 
aimed at benefiting the children of 
both American Samoa and West
ern Samoa, were the publication, 
in Samoan and English, of a pam
phlet, "Our Children-A Baha'i 
View"; the translation into Samoan 
of the children's booklet, "Flowers 
of One Garden"; and the develop
ment of institutes for training 
teachers to conduct Baha'i educa
tion classes for children in an ever
increasing number of villages. 

Thailand 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of Thailand marked 
lYe by publishing a number of 
children's books in the Thai lan
guage, and is now planning to 
build a kindergarten school in 
northeast Thailand. The school will 
be open to both Baha'i and non
Baha'i children. 

Peru 

'Flowers of One Garden' was the theme 
ofa program for the International Year 
of the Child sponsored by the Baha'is of 
Lima, Peru. A special feature of the 
program was a children's choir. Shown 
here are some of the Baha'i children 
who took part in the program. 

Morocco 

Shown here are young participants in 
one of the parent/child conferences 
sponsored by the Baha'is of Morocco 

Zimbabwe 
As a result of the initiative of 

Auxiliary Board member Helen 
Wilks (who passed away in Janu
ary 1980), Baha'i classes were or
ganized in many outlying areas of 

Argentina 

to mark the International Year of the 
Child. 

Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) during the 
International Year of the Child. 
More than 600 children attended 
these classes. Auxiliary Board 
member Carlos Kaupo intends to 
continue the wonderful work for 
the children begun by Mrs. Wilks. 

Baha'i and non-Baha'i children par- Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
ticipated last November ill the 'Week Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
of the Child' sponsored by the 

July 1980/Baha'j News 17 



UNITED NA nONS (~) NA nONS UNIES -
19l9-INTERNATIONAl YEAR OF THE CHilO (') l'ANNEE INTEANATIONAlE DE l'ENFANf-l!f7S-

lye 

ADIYC/1053/80 7 April 1980 

Dear Mr. Knight, 

Mrs. Lim has finished her assignment and returned to the Philippines 
but let me acknowledge with warm thanks your letter of 24 March enclosing 
a copy of the Baha'i report on activities related to the International Year 
of the Child. We had ample evidence during the Year of Baha'i's special, 
efforts to participate both at international level and through your 
national affiliates. Having the report, however. gives an opportunity to 
read in summary a fuller 'account of Baha'i activities on behalf of the 
child and I must say it is an impressive review of activities in both 
industrialized and developing countries. 

Your co-operation is much appreciated. Please give my greetings to 
Dr. de Araujo. 

With best wishes, 

Mr. Gerald Knight 
Alternate Representative 
to the United Nations 
Baha'i International C~unity 
866 United Nations Plaza 
Ne~.York, N.Y. 10017 

Yours sincerely. 

Edward B. Marks 
Associate Director 
IYC Secretariat 

"---------,-- "---.~ 
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Seat of the' House of Justice 

Work is proceeding on 
schedule on the new build
ing for the Seat of the Uni
versal House of Justice in 
Haifa, Israel. In the photo 
above, taken during Ri4van 
1980, the building is shown 
as seen from the In'terna
tional Archives Building. 
The small cement block 
structure in the left fore
ground is the contractor's site 
office, and will be removed 
when the building is com
pleted. At left, another 
photo, also taken during the 
Ri4van period, shows plas
tering work under way in the 
large entrance hall on the 
main floor of the building . 
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United Nations 

I 

at 

Baha'f International Community explores 
Right to Development' at UN luncheon 

The Baha'i International Community hosted a 
successful luncheon program May 1 at the Uni
ted Nations with the theme, "The Right to De
velopment Exploring Its Human Dimensions." 

There were two main speakers at the lunch
eon: Dr. Ervin Laszlo, a member of the United 
Nations Institute for Training and Research and 

A IIuge number of representatives of government missions to the 
United Nations, members of the UN Secretariat, and representa
tives of non-gwernmental organizations at the UN were present 

I . 

the prestigious Club of Rome, and Dr. Jane 
Faily, a Baha'i and clinical psychologist special
izing in group therapy who spent nearly a year 
in West Africa in 1978-79 visiting Baha'i com
munities and contacting government and other 
officials as the Baha'i International Community's 
consultant in Africa for the International Year of 

May 1 for a luncheon sponsored by the Baha'i Internationlll. 
Community whose theme was 'The Right to Development: Ex;;, '. 
ploring Its Human Dimensions.' 
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Dr. Eroin Laszlo, a member of the United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research, spoke about 'The Sodal Implications of 
the New International Development Strategy.' 

special session of the UN General Assembly, 
from August 25 to September 5 of this year. 

In opening the meeting, which was chaired by 
Gerald Knight, the Baha'i International' 
Community's alternate representative to the 
UN, Dr. de Araujo explained that the Baha'i In
ternational Community wishes to explore the 
human dimensions of the right to development 
and to investigate the kinds of develop~ent we ' 
want for ourselves, our families and the world. 
The luncheon program, he said, would probe the 
complex and multi-faceted social implications of, 
the development strategy for the '80s as well as 
the search for common values to unite us in our 
efforts to build a true global family in a world 
with lasting peace. 

Dr. Laszlo, a special fellow atthe Project on the 
Future, UNIT AR (United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research), speaking on "The Social 
Implications of the New International Develop
ment Strategy," said he feels that the Baha'i idea 
of the organic oneness of humanity is much
needed, and that the global negotiations now 
under way at the UN are an essential forerunner 
of an order for all humanity as well as part of the 
slow and difficult process that will lead eventu
ally to the emergence of the kind of world com
monwealth envisaged in the Baha'i Teachings. 

Dr. Laszlo said that whereas the global de
velopment strategies of the '60s and '70s had 
primarily economic objectives, his studies indi
cate that the new strategy seems likely to place its 
greatest emphasis on social questions. 

There is, he feels, a new recognition of de
velopment as "an integral process embodying 
both economic and social objectives." 

Dr. Laszlo mentioned that among the provis
ions of the new development strategy is an on- , 

the Child. , going review and appraisal mechanism, adding 
The luncheon was attended by representatives that he sees an important role for non

of government missions to the UN, members of, governmental organizations to feed back into 
the UN Secretariat, and representatives of non-' this process relevant information on the relation
governmental organizations at the UN.,' ship between the adopted goals and the social, 

The'purpose of the gathering, according to cultural and human conditions in various parts 
Victor de Araujo, the Baha'i International of the world. Unfortunately,hesaid,adisregaid 
Community's representative to the UN, was to' for the local specificity of human and social con-
focus attention on the interrelationship between' ditions was a hallmcu;-k of previous development ", 
human rights and social and economic develop"; ,strategies. ' 

.-' .. ". 

. ," . 

, ment, and to try to demonstrate that the complex, " Emphasizing the importance of research .. he' '-' ::~ , . 
, social and economic problems we face cannot ~',' said, "We must go to the people themselves;,,' ---.;;-:" , 
'resolved without new moral and spiritual stand-' whose voices are not ordinarily heard." We .. ..:: .. 
ards built on a consciousness of the organic should, he emphasized, find out from the people'::'~~ ,;, :. 
oneness of humanity. , their expectations, conditions; options, social,;'"':~':": ' 

The Baha'i International Community, said Dr. and cultural preferences. In this way, we can . ':'i:-

de Araujo, is aware of the importan<;e of deliber~ feed back into the strategy to ensure that those ':',:: 
ations now under way at the UN to effect a de- who are supposed to be the beneficiaries aren't 
velopmental strategy for the '80s and is continu- left out. This, Dr. Laszlo feels, is the role of UN
ally alert to the possibility of making a contribu-, IT AR, and is a role that would also fall naturally 
tion to those deliberations that will culminate in a to non-governmental organizations. ' 
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Dr. Faily then discussed liThe Search for 
• Common Values" and the dichotomy that exists 

between what every enlightened person 
realizes-that we are one globe and one 
humanity-and the problems we face today be
cause of short-term political antagonisms. 

"We are speaking about the need for a new in
ternational order," she said, "and we live in an 
age of terrific disorder. The source of that disor
der is the evolution of the planet. Institutions 
and ideologies which we have inherited from 
history are not yet capable of implementing the 
fact of the oneness of this planet, and the disor
der created by this inherited system is what 
brings us to living in days of crisis, even though, 
mentally, we can see and we can understand the 
need for global consciousness. 

"The pragmatic fact of the oneness of human
ity surrounds us. If a flu virus is born in Hong 
Kong, it won't be long before we sneeze in New 
York Oty. 

"What is the problem? Let me speak as a 
psychologist. When reality is disregarded, some
thing else is afoot. I have said that, pragmati
cally, we are one planet, one people. This is our 
reality-but we do not behave that way in the 
political arena, nor in the economic arena. When 
someone behaves in disregard of reality, he is in 

. _ the power of some delusion. I think the most 
powerful, most life-threatening delusions that 
occupy the minds of individuals and nations are 
racism and nationalism. . -

liThe delusion that a particular race or lan
. guage group is superior, or that evil has been 
created by another race or language group, this 

~~:-:.~. . delusion is. cost~g energy, is costing intellig-
~7'::-' ence, and IS costmg those resources that are 
~:~ .. _ ..... " .. ' riecessary to build ~e new order that we ~ des:
ik~~~·-;· ·perately need.. - -. . . . '. 
f/fff.i;1iL'h~-:; .:~ "In ·the face of difficult problems, there is a 
~~~\:~. , ·~heaIthy human response-c.oping, looking at the" 
~i:::'?~{' ':. problem, registering your fear and discomforts, 
;;,~':::<: :. 'and realistically going about finding a solution. 
~"-:::4~> ,-- And some of that takes place every day in the 
:~r::: . Co, buildings all around us here. There is also an un-
i\,~~:f';o:. 0' 'healthy response to frightening human prob-
:J/':-:' .: Iems, and I believe our world is careening in the-

.~- .:~ 

.. -

direction of one of those. That is flight from the 
problem, reaching out for some palliative, some
thing that makes us feel better quickly and takes 
our mind off that particular problem. 

"What is our favorite palliative? What is the 
substance with which we drug ourselves as indi
viduals and as nations so that we are not forced 
to come to grips with the problem of interna
tional disorder? I believe that the most severe 
addiction in the world today is materialism. 

"Materialism exists in the developing coun-

~ ... 
Dr, Jane Faily, a Baha'i and clinical psychologist specializing in~~','
group therapy, spoke about 'The Search for Common Values' in II' , 
world torn by strife and dissidence. : . 
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tries and it exists in the developed countries, and 
as long as we partake of it, we are too foggy
headed, we are too far from being in touch with 
reality, to create the new economic order, the 
new social order, the new world order that must 

. be created. 
"Everyone needs enough to eat, a place to 

live-there is nothing wrong with material prog
ress. But there is something gravely wrong when 
material power is looked to for the ultimate se
curity. You see, what we really face is a crisis of 
values. And why is that so? Because the owner
ship of wealth, or the control of wealth, or the 
manipulation of power, does not in fact create 
security. That is why I call materialism an addic
tion. It is something that gives you the illusion of 
well-being without in fact giving you that well
being. 

"Material power cannot produce security. It 
gives you the illusion that it will-the next mis
sile, the next aircraft carrier, the next 
whatever-but of course it's a competitive race, 
man against man, nation against nation, alliance 

. against alliance, and so it is a form of addiction to 
materialism to hope that from whatever 
weaponry, from whatever control of trade or 
wealth, security will result; 

"I say the crisis is a moral crisis because, while 
the addiction of materialism sweeps around the:. 
world, destroying communities-I was thinking 
of some of the places I had seen in West Africa 
while Dr. Laszlo was speaking-village areas 
that once were intact communities are now ghost 

.. ' towns where the very old and very young live, 
~}··,.-~r .. .. ,. and the rest have gone off to the city to be unem-
:"''.. '. ',: - 'r ployed there.. .: . 

!~¥{~t> .... E?¥Efl!:~2S~~~;~~ 
:":" ~c:::· . words, we need to use the resources of the world . 

. -.:", 

to enhance the quality of human life. '. 
. . "We need schools; we need hospitals; we need 
a recognition of the equality of men and women. 
We need.a system-a social system-in which . 
the grass-roots can participate in decision
making and in progress; in which there is exper-

tise at the top that is the servant of the grass
roots needs, rather than the manipulator of the 
consumer. This is the moral crisis. 

"The first element in creating order in a 
group," said Dr. FailYt "is trust, and trust is 
created only from two components-justice and 
love-because we human beings rightly distrust 
any system that does not care about us or does 
not provide justice. Justice without caring is too 
sterile an atmosphere for the growth of the 
human spirit. So the new economic order re
quires the same thing that the human family 
requires-trust, which is based on a standard of 
justice and a spirit of fellowship, good-will and 
well-being. 

"The most important, the first urgency is an 
awareness of the unity of mankind. Until that 
unity is realized, no other program can succeed. 
We cannot achieve real development in any part 
of the world when we ignore or disregard the 
need for unity. That is impossible. 

"What is needed, then, is a moral vigor that is 
strong enough to face such delusions as racism 
and nationalism-an individual strength that is 
strong enough to reject materialism in aU its de
licious forms. We need a social ethic-a com
munity. People behave according to what is ex
pected of them. They tend to repeat acts that are 
rewarded. We need a community that values 
honor and wisdom more than wealth and 
power. 

"The fact of the oneness of mankind, of the 
unity of the world, is out there. It's a pragmatic 
reality. But the emergence of a consciousness 
that we are one family is still in progress, and the 
final assurance, the final energy from which this 
new world order must be built comes from an in
dividual as well as a national commitment to the· . 
oneness of mankind, and a rejection of such ad~ -
dictive delusions as materialism." . 

Dr. Faily ended by saying that " . .. whatever' .' 
our immediate perils, whatever calamities we 
will choose to experience in our pursuit of mater~' 
ial security, the ultimate outcome must be in con- . 
formity with reality-the pragmatic reality that 
this world is one homeland, and the spiritual re
ality that mankind is one family." 
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A visit to the Managalas 
I 

In Papua, attending a Convention isn't always easy 
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By MARGARET BLUETT 

, The Managalas live in the Afore sub-province 
of the Northern Province of Papua, an island 
group in Australasia. The story of these people 
and the establishment of the Baha'i Faith among 
them is quite interesting. 

The Managalas belong to the same language 
group as the people in Mountain Brown where 
there are many Baha'i villages. In 1976 two 
Baha'is from Mountain Brown, Wili Amana and 
Beporo, spent six weeks in Afore teaching the 
people about the Faith. From there they traveled 
to Lae, the capital of Papua and site of the Na
tional Baha'i Center, carrying with them about 
460 declaration cards-the village people had re
sponded warmly to the Message of Baha'u'llah . 

Following their visit, other Baha'is went to the 
area including Sue Podger, John Gapo, Sirus 
Naraqi and Erena Arl. The people began to build· 
local Baha'i Centers in about six villages: 

" These activities aroused the attention of the' 
local churches, and verbal attacks on the Baha'is 
began. They were accused of stirring up trouble, 
and complaints against them were made eventu-- . 
ally to the government. A government official, 
following an investigation of the complaints, 
told David Podger by phone that as far as he was . 
concerned, the· troubles were being caused by, 

"' •..... -. . others, notthe Baha'is, and that would be the es.
c;'~. ~~', : sence of his report to the government.· . '. 

~E~\. ~~::~~~~:h~i~~~~i~~~~e~~~~~~~lt 
~"~':.--' . n~ one of the strongest Baha'is in the area; a . 
/J;.' '" . member of the local Government Council, was 

.... :. -, 

';";.-.- -... 

murdered, ostensibly in an argument over ~ pig. 
This unfortunate incident, while disquieting, did 
serve to end the agitation against the Baha'is 

Last December, two Baha'is from New Zea
land, W. Parkinson and B. Plowman, spent some 

time in the area. Apparently through their efforts 
at the Afore district headquarters, holding a pub
lic meeting and explaining the Baha'i Teachings 
in English to the officials, everyone in the area, 
including those who were opposed to the Faith, 
now understands what it represents, and the 
hostility has subsided. 

That is the situation Michael Homerang and I 
found when we visited Afore in April. We went 
there to assist the delegates to travel to the Na
tional Convention and to remind the villagers of 
the upcoming elections of Local Spiritual As
semblies. 

The delegates from that area hadn't attended 
the Convention the previous year, and it was 
thought they might not be able to come again 
without help. I flew our family's little plane to 

- Popondetta, where Michael was waiting for me. 
He had spent a few days In Popondetta with his 

The author and Michael Homerang in front of the smaU . . 
plane before taking off on their trip to the Afore sub-prODince of " ' .. 
Papua. 
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AOOve: A view of the village of Ogan in Papua's Northern Prov
ince.,Below: Some of the believers at the Baha'i Center in Manusi 
Village, Papua. 

brother-in-law, Cedric Kunak, and his family. 
Cedric, who like Michael is from New Ireland, is 
a devoted believer; he and his family look after 
all the Baha'i teachers who have been trooping 
through town for the past few years. At Ri<;ivan, 
Cedric was one of those elected to the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

Arriving at the airstrip in Popondetta, Michael 
and I were told that the airstrip at Afore was 
closed because of long grass. We decided to re
turn to Popondetta township and try to find a 
vehicle going to Afore overland. This proved 
fruitless, and we sat for two days in a park wait
ing for vehicles to Afore to appear. 

It was an interesting experience, as many peo
ple came to us and asked courteously what w~ 
were doing there. It must have be~n a rather 
strange sight to them, this dark man from New 
Ireland and a white woman waiting together for 

I August 1980/Ba~'1 News 

a passenger vehicle. Several people invited us to 
stay with them if we had nowhere else to sleep. 

An interesting fact emerged from these con
versations, and that is that everyone knew about 
and respected the Baha'i Faith. The visit of a 
teaching team of black American Baha'is for a 
week in 1979 was mentioned by several people. 

By Monday morning I was getting desperate, 
as time was running out if we were to reach 
Afore and accomplish what we had planned. At 
length we spoke to a pilot who suggested thatwe 
fly to another 'airstrip at Sila, which was five 
miles from Afore, and walk the rest of the way. It 
sounded like a good idea, and soon we were on 
our way above the towering mountain range be
tween Popondetta and Afore. 

Landing at the Sila airstrip was a unique ex
perience. The strip ran up the side of a mountain 
at a nine per cent slope, was covered with grass 
and qui te bumpy. There were no buildings in the 
area, but a few village people were there, hoping 
to board the plane. We could see Afore in the dis
tance, an open area of grass, but ahead of us lay a 
hilly terrain that took four hours to cross, walk
ing through rivers, rain forest, hills and gardens, 
then across grassy slopes to the Afore Station. 

Arriving at the small cluster of houses, we 
wondered what to do next. Night was coming, 
and our feet were tired and sore. Then a man 
came up to us and said, "Can I help you?" After 
hearing that we were Baha'is, he said, "I'll get 
some boys to show you where the Baha'is 
sleep." We walked with them down through the 
houses to the bottom of a hill where a small vil
lage was nestled among the trees. 

By this time I was ready to drop from exhaus
tion. We asked for the Baha'is, to which a very 
cheerful fellow replied, "W~ are all Baha'is 
here." What a relief., ' " 

The little village was so peaceful, its tiny' 
wooden houses on stilts looking toward a deep' 
mist-shrouded valley partially surrounded by 
food gardens, rain forest and a clear, cool and' , 
fragrant mountain stream. After resting, eating. ' 
and talking to the villagers, we found where the , 
delegates were, and decided which villages we 
could visit in the next two days, leaving another 
twc a daYti~ for traveling to Sageri for the National -:.~.~:' •. ~ •. ::': ', •. 

onven on. '. . ... , ':" . -
, In the morning we walked to Manusi and '" , -".-<,~ 
found Ipipi Nameri, a Baha'i who had been in: ";;:';:> 
Lae'for a conference. He explained to us som~, • ;.,. ' 
thing about the way the people in Afore are liv7.' : ';<" 
ing. Most of the villages, he said,-have been ' 
abandoned to the old, the sick, and the children ... 
'because those who are able to work haye gone' , -
into the forest, growing and picking cardamon •. , 
which has become the most important crop in 

'" ..... ..... . 
'0 

. , .. ,. --: ':;' •... 
that area. This means that the former Baha'i Cen-

. -~-... -.' . 
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ters are neglected, and the places where Assem
, blies were are gone, replaced by new villages in 
the forest. 

We walked to Bua where we found the Center 
neglected, as the menare away from the village. 
Learning that two of the delegates were nearby, 
we sent them a message to come to Bua. Mean
while, we relaxed in the village, washed in a 
stream, and talked to the people who were there. 
We were told that the reason we hadn't been able 
to get a vehicle going into the area was because 
the only road in was closed by a landslide. 

" 

• No vehicles were moving in the area at all, and 
. I began to worry that we wouldn't get out with 

the delegates in time to reach the Convention at 
Sageri. By the next morning, however, we had 
found the delegates, asked them to prepare to 
leave for Sogeri early Thursday, and said we 
would pray for a vehicle to arrive, as there was 
no plane to Sila either that day or the next. 

This photo was taken at Naneri Village, another of the small rural 
hamlets in Papua's Northern Province visited by Margaret 
Bluett and Michael Homerang. 

The following day we returned to the Afore 
Station to ask at the post office whether the dele
gates' air tickets to Sogeri had arrived. No one 
had thought to go and look for them. We arrived 
at the Station at noon. It was steaming hot, and 
we had huge blisters on our feet from walking. 
But, thank God, the tickets were at the post of
fice. 

As we were leaving, a man called to us from a 
large building nearby: "I want to ask you two 
some questions." 

Wondering what it could be he wanted, we 
climbed the steps into his house and were seat
ed. 

"1 have just completed Lesson 1 of the Baha'i 
correspondence course," he told us, "and want 
to know if my answers are correct." 

.~ I asked how he knew we were Baha'is. He reo: 

plied that Baha'i teachers are the only people 
who ever walk in there--I think he meant the 
only foreigners. 

Returning to the village of Ogan for the night, 
we helped the villagers elect their Local Spiritual 
Assembly. In the clear stillness of the night we 
heard the sound of a vehicle in the direction of 
the Afore Station. Luckily, it was returning to 
Popondetta, and the next morning we managed 
a ride, picking the delegates up along the road. 
The small truck was jammed full of passen~ers as 
it ran jauntily down the winding roads and 
across a flooded river. 

At one point the wet brakes failed, the truck 
went into a ditch, and everyone fell out. Fortu
nately, no one was hurt, though the accident cer
tainly added an element of excitement to the trip. 

We boarded our plane at Siva, and reached, 
Popondetta in time to collect Cedric and another 
delegate and catch the plane for Moresby in 
time to arrive for the Convention. The delegates 
promised they would help with the election ~f 

__ " the remaining Local Spiritual Assemblies in, 
, ~;c~" their villages upon their return from the Con~ 
'. vention_ 

:. ,', 

!~While in the Northern Province, the author and Michael 
;.: lJimieiQng ~elped the villagers in Ogan elect their Local Spiritual , ' 
7.Assembly:", ,'. . ' , 
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Around the world 
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Costa Rica 

., ! 
One hundred children ages 3 to 14 and 
35 adults participated in a day-long in
stitute for Baha'i children last January 
6 in Villa ColOn, Costa Rica. The insti-

Uberia 

~~~.::.:. 
~ ...• 
;i;::· .~ _ Eileen Cregge Tyson, an American 
~~:~-pioneer to Monrovia, Liberia, recently 
.'.. - b«ame the first white Baha'i to have 

gradUilled from a Liberian university_ 
Mrs. Tyson, who has been pioneering 
in Liberia with her husband for more 
than eight years, was graduated 
summa cum laude in English and sec
ondary education. 

10 August 1980/Bah*'1 News 

tute, organized by the Baha'i Commit
tee for the Education of Women and 
Children, included class sessions for 
three age groups, games, and arts and 

Pakistan 
At a national teaching confer

ence last December 29 in Hy
derabad, Pakistan, the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Pakistan re
ported that Assembly and locality 
goals of the first two-year phase of 
the Seven Year Plan had been won_ 

The secretary <?J the National As
sembly, in making the report, 
added that much remained to be 
achieved in the areas of consolida
tion and expansion_ _ 

Two Auxiliary Board members 
also addressed the 150 conference 
participants who came from 12 
localities. 

Twenty-five suggestions regard
ing publications, translations, new .
materials, and a "definite consoli
dation pattern" for mass-taught 
areas were adopted by conference 
participants for consideration by 
the National Spiritual Assembly. 

'.:.-

crafts activities. The institute's theme 
was 'Who is Bahti'u'l1tih and What Is 
His Message.' 

Burhani'd-Din Afshin, a 
member of the Continental Board 
of Counsellors for South Central 
Asia, addressed an audience of 
more than 200 Baha'is -and 
non-Baha'is in Karachi, Pakistan, 
March 26. 

The topic of discussion, the 
elimination of racial prejudice, w~ . _ 
the theme of similar public meet.;. _.-.~ 
ings March 21. in Lahore, and. 
March 30 in Hyderabad. Counsel
lor Afshin addressed more than 
100 guests from 15 communities at
tending the public meeting in La- . 
hore. 

More than 70 youth participated' 
March 28...,...29 in a Baha'i youth con- : -. 
ference in Hyderabad. Counsellor.,: 
Afshin .was a guest speaker at the;~·.·: 
conference, sponsored by the Na-' __ 
tional Youth Committee. - _ . 

Counsellor Afshin,' who lives in 
India, visited all of the major Baha'i _ 
communities in Pakistan during 
his 42-day visit to that country. He' 
consulted with members of the 

------------------------------.......... -~-~ 



Auxilial) Jard and their assis
tants as well as with members of 
the National Spiritual Assembly. 
Mr. Afshin also participated in 
firesides and deepening sessions, 

Auxiliary Board member Parvin 
_ Yazamedi, her assistants, and the 
Spiritual Assembly of Karachi's 
education committee organized a 
children's weekend i~stitute. in 

Kenya 
"DELIGHTED NEWS SUMMER 

SCHOOL NAKURU PRAYING 
SHRINES BOUNTIFUL BLES
SINGS MA Y SURROUND 
FRIENDS IN EFFORTS PRO
MOTE TEACHING WORK." 

• 
This message from the Universal 

House of Justice was in reply to a 
cable to the Supreme Institution 
from the group of believers attend
ing one of Kenya's first two 
summer-winter school sessions in 
Nakuru, Kenya, February 29-
March 2. 

Counsellor Peter Vuyiya and 
Auxiliary Board member Chowghi 
Rouhani were among the teachers 
at the other new Baha'i school in 
Mombasa, Kenva. The first school 
sessions at th~ Mombasa Baha'i 
Center were held March 21-23. 

Thirty-five believers from eight 
localities in Kenya gathered Feb
ruary 17 in a grove of huge mango 

o~. and banana trees in the village of 

~~_ :~~ !':[u~!'J~~ ~t~~:~~~n 
ft~ ". - The conference, held near the 
;~;' '". home of a Baha'i, was conducted 
:;;/~. by Dr. Tim Rost with the assistance 
" . of Auxiliary Board member Vi Gil-
.'- .- bert. _ 
-. 
~" The four major topics covered 
~.' were the importan~e of Baha'i edu-
~:::..; _. .~ cation for children, the role of par
~~: .. ents in child education, the role of 
~;:;~ :. tocit! Spiritual Assemblies and 
~:::. comin~nity members, and the 
r;:;- :·~.character development of children. 
~7~ -:. . The Spiritual Assembly of Mom
:t\ .'- basa, Kenya, conducted two proc-
~;,; , lamation activities in February in 
~. _ support of Kenya's 1980 National 

Year of the Handicapped. . 
~ :.-' -.; Children at the Ziwani School 

-for the Deaf learned about the 
:'.:~' Baha'i Faith through their teachers 

w,.. ~ - .-- -

Karachi in 'ly February. 
More than 70 Baha'i Chlalren 

from five cities participated. Aux
iliary Board member Meherban 
Jamshedi was one of the partici
pants who spoke to the children. 

Eight Baha'i youth volunteered 
to become pioneers during a youth 
symposium held March 25 in 

A student at the Ziwani School for the 
Deaf in Mombasa, Kenya, receives his 
prize in an art contest arranged by the 

and then participated in an art con
test based on the theme, "The 
world is but one country and man
kind its citizens." Representatives 
of the Spiritual Assembly of Mom
basa went to the school February 27 
for the judging that was completed 
with the help of a profeSSional ar
tist. Prizes were awarded and a 

Zimbabwe 
More than 50 believers attended 

the four-day summer school April 
. 4-7 at the National Center in Salis
bury, Zimbabwe. The theme for 
this year's school was "The People 
of Baha." 

Auxiliary Board members 
Enayat Sohaili and Tobias Mum
vuma conducted classes that in

-eluded sessions on the Central Fig
ures of the Faith, prayer, and 
Baha'i Administration. A Nineteen 
Day Feast was demonstrated to 
help the friends better understand 
this important facet of Baha'i life. 

Singing and arts and crafts class-

K, ·hi. The symposiul7 ',as 
spu.,sored by the Youth Co, __ .ilit
tee of Karachi. 

Consolidation trips to the cities 
of Quetta, Sibi, Rawalpindi and 
Thatta, Pakistan, were undertaken 
during the first week of April by a 
group of believers from neighbor
ing countries. 

Spiritual Assembly of Mombasa in ob
servance of Kenya's National Year of 
the Handicapped. 

copy of Bahti'u'lltih and the New Era 
was presented to the school. 

Representatives from the As
sembly visited the Port Reitz 
School for the Disabled two days 
later to tell pupils about the Faith 
and show the filmstrip, "Out of 
God's Eternal Ocean." 

were incl uded in the program 
of activities. Members of the Na
tional Youth Committee arranged . 
sports activities for the afternoons. _
Evenings were devoted to Baha'i 
films and slide shows. A talent. 
show was presented on one eve-:( 
n~g. : 

Classes were so interesting that· 
some speakers went over their al-· 
lotted time limits and still left ques
tions unanswered, according to 
Iran Sohaili; a member of the Zim
babwe Summer School Commit
tee. 
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Mexico 
More than 60 people including 

- Counsellor Carmen de Burafato, 
two representatives of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Mexico, and 
five Auxiliary Board members from 
various parts of Mexico partici
pated in the dedication March 21 of 
the I:I~atu'I-Quds in San Miguel 
Allende, Guanajuato, Mexico. 

The Baha'i Center, created 
through the unified efforts of the 
entire local Baha'i communitv, is 
the· first to be built in Mexico u~der 
the direction and financial support 
of a Local Spiritual Assembly. Only 
a small amount of financial help 
was needed from the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

Architectural work for the 
Center was provided by Counsel
lor Burafato's husband, Sam. Local 
believers installed electricitv, 
painted, cleaned and decorated the 
new Center. 

Approximately 30 people at
tended a fireside in the new facility 
following the dedication and a buf
fet dinner. 

Alaska 
Baha'is from 11 communities in 

Alaska attended the Auxiliary 
Boant Conference for Southeast 
Alaska held February 17-18 in 
Juneau. 

Counsellor Velma Sherrill pre
sented an overview·of the Faith 
from its inception in 1844 to the· 

Taiwan 

Children from various Bahli'i 
children's classes in northern Taiwan 

12 August 19801Bah6'( ..... ...•. 
.;t...-'". '-•• 

Members of the San ,'vliguel Allende, 
Guanajuato, Mexico, Balui'! commun
ity and guests including Counsellor 
Cannen de Burafato, representatives of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Mexico, and five Auxiliary Board 

present critica~ juncture of history. 
Auxiliarv Board member Howard 
Brown discussed the Covenant. 

Auxiliarv Board member Lau
retta King spoke about the Seven 
Year Plan and how it relates to the 
development of Assemblies and 
communities. She also conducted 
the second day of conference ac
tivities that were devoted to indi
genous believers . 

performed before an audience of about 
70 people during Taiwan's National 

. -~.---.------

members participated March 21 in the 
dedication of the local lja~iratu'l
Quds. The new Baha'i Center repre
sents the unified contributions, both fi
nancial and physical, of the entire local 
Baha'i community. 

The difficulties and challenges 
facing Baha'i youth in present-day 
society were discussed by three 
speakers. Talks were kept short to 
allow more time for question
and-answer periods. 

The weekend conference closed 
with a potluck dinner and final re
marks by the Auxiliary Board
members. 

Bahd'i Convention held April 26-27 in 
Taipei. Although many of the children 
are not from Baha'i families, their par
ents are enthusiastic about their par- -
tiapation in the classes. The National 
Convention also featured a segment of 
the film, The Green Light Erpedi-: __ ~ .' -
tion,' a documentary record of the:,_ 
travels of the Hand of the Cause of God.:-.· 
Amalu'I-Bahli RuJ.tiyyih Khtinum in
South America. Auxiliary Board:-' 
member Kit Yin Kiang, the first person -
to pioneer to Taiwan from Malaysia; 

_ was honored during the Convention 
along with Mr. Suleimani, the first 
Baha'i pioneer to Taiwan. 
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Frenc •• Antilles 
An excellent article on the Faith 

in the French-language daily 
newspaper, France-Antilles, last 
January 29 resulted from a visit to 
the French Antilles by a Baha'i 
from Belgium, Lea Nys. 

The article described the interna
tional character of the Baha'i com
munity in Pointe-a-Pitre, Guade-

India 

Members of the National Baha'i Youth 
Committee of India are (left to right) 
Pradeep Rastogi, Marzia Rowhani, 
Sam ina Dawood, Shahnaz Furudi, 
Arjun Rastogi and Sanjay Sathe. Not 
present for this photograph was Darius 

The 95 students of the Baha'i Primary 
School in Dharmanagar, india,.assem
bled with their teachers for this recent 
photograph. The school principal, 

loupe, , the growth c' '1e Faith 
on thr,-_ of the islan... in the 
French Antilles: Marie-Galante, 
Martinique and Guadeloupe. 

The report mentioned that Mrs. 
Nvs has visited the Baha'i Center in 
Pointe-a-Pitre almost every year 
for the past 12 years to teach the 
Faith. 

After reporting on tvfrs. Nys' ad
dress to a gathering at the Baha'i 
Center, the article offered a superb 

Rafaat. The youth committee has plan
ned a shldent teaching campaign to be 
launched il1 New Delhi in August, 
1980. The committee may be contacted 
for further information through your 
National Spiritual Assembly. 

B.R. Singh (seated in the center), is a 
pioneer to Tripura, one of the states in 
northeastern India. Mr. Singh opened 

'"esentation of the Faith ~=iying in 
• Mt: 

"If the Baha'is reject the appella
tion of 'sect' it is because their 
136-year history, their literature, 
their 20,000 martyrs, the zeal of 
their members, who are neither 
clergy nor missionaries, but volun
teers. . . have cast new light on the 
truths of all religions of the past, in 
a unanimous desire for respect, 
brotherhood and universality." 

Approximately .100 people em
braced the Cause immediately after 
a Naw-RUz celebration in Lucknow, 
India, that was attended by more 
than 300 residents. 

The program at Lucknow's Clark 
Hotel was opened by the Hon. Mr. 
Justice M. H. Beg, a former Chief 
Justice of India. Other speakers in
cluded Dr. S. Vasudevan Nair, sec
retary of the National Teaching 
Committee. 

the school in August 1979 with 10 stu:;;' . 
dents. Nine m011ths later, the enroll
ment had reached 95. . . 
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Baha'i books were displayed 
along with books from various 
academic publishers during a book 
fair March 21 at Howard University 
in Washington, D.C. 

Participation in the book fair for 
university faculty members was ar
ranged by the Baha'i Club of How
ard University with the support of 
the Spiritual Assembly of Wash':' 
ington, D.C. 

Thirteen univers ity faculty 
members at the fair requested a 
total of 16 complimentary copies of 
Bana'i books, and the Washington, 
D.C., Assembly helped the univer
sity Baha'i Club in covering the 
costs. 

The director of Howard Univer
sity bookstores later requested that 
the Baha'i Club arrange a private 
showing of Baha'i book titles for 
consideration as part of the selec
tion available for sale to students at 
the university. 

Finland 

These Baha'is from Norway, Finland 
and Sweden r.cere among participants 
in the national teaching conference 
Mardi 29-30 in Rouaniemi, Finland. 
Rovaniemi is a goal locality in Finnish 

Many non-Baha'is were among 
the 125 people who participated·in 
the Baha'i Winter School last De
cember 29 in the goal town of 
Hameenlinna, Firuand. 

Classes included workshops on 
Spiritual Assemblies, training 
courses for Assembly officers, and 

14 August 1980/Baha" News 

Sao Fouts, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United 
States (fourth from the right in the sec
ond row), met with believers in several 
countries last November and December 
during an around-the-world business 
trip. Mrs. Fouts is shown here with a 
group of Balui'i youth in Bombay, 

Lappland. Auxiliary -Board member 
Kamran Namdar is standing second 
from the left. To his right is Lisa Oja, 
who represented the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Finland at the conference. 

sessions on the Writings of 
Baha'u'llah, as well as special pro
grams for children and youth. 

A public meeting was held in the 
. town hall and an article about the 

Baha'i school appeared in the local 
newspaper. 

--.-"'--

l 
India. She attended a number of 
firesides, deepenings, and other meet
ings and visited with a number of 
American pioneers in HauJaii, Japan, 
Hong Kong, China, Formosa, Thai
land, India, Germany, Italy, England 
and France. 

Swaziland 
The dedication late last year of a 

regional Baha'i Center in Pigg's 
Peak, Swaziland, was marked by 
the participation of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Gcinaphi who is 
a Baha'i. The Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs, a member of Parlia
ment and 300 others from many 
localities in Swaziland also at
tended. 

Princess Gcinaphi made a short 
but powerful speech refuting false 
allegations made about the Faith 
and ~he Baha'is. She praised the. 
Faith as a religion, divine in origin,.. 
whose purpose is the establish
ment of peace and the unity of re-
ligions and races. . 

She 'emphasized the Baha'is' 
obedience to-government, belief in 
life after dea th, and respect for' 
Swazi traditions and cuStoms. 

Both' the princess and the: 
Foreign Minister expressed a wish 
that the Baha'i Center would be- ~ 
come a cause of unity and spiritual . . 
development for the people :0£ 
Swaziland. .' . . 

The dedication program re
ceived publicity on two newscasts 
of the Swaziland Broadcasting 
Service. . 



Guyana 

~ 

Children at the Georgetown, Guyana, 
public hospital enjoy refreshments dur
ing a party sponsored by the Baha'is of 
Eccles-Ramsburg during Ayyam-i-

Ivory Coast 
Counsellor Mihdi Samandari, 

speaking February 12 to members 
of the Bahai community of Ivory 
Coast, and to a gathering of Baha'j 
youth there on February 21, urged 
every believer to set personal goals 
in the context of the Seven Year 
Plan. 

Dr. Samandari described the 
conditions necessary for success in 
teaching as including prayer, 
humility, detachment, and obedi
ence to the institutions of the Faith. -

. The duty of every Baha'i, he 
said, is to adopt individual goals 
and then to cooperate with the 
elected and appointed administra
tive institutions to help accomplish 
them. 

Baha'i history, according to Dr. 
Samandari, demonstrates the im-

Ha. Standing behind the children 
are (left to right) Brian O'Toole, a 
pioneer from the United Kingdom; 
Frances James, secretary of the 

portance of patience in the teach
ing work .. 

As an example, he cited th~ 
growth of the Faith in India. Many 
traveling teachers visited India for 
more than a century, he said, and 
the result was only 800 new believ
ers. 

Today, he said, that number has 
risen above two million. This tre
mendous growth, he explained, is 
due to the steadfastness, patience 
and perseverance of the friends. 

---... --

~ 
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Spiritual Assembly of George
town; Terrence, a Baha'i youth; 
and Monica Pooran. 

Cyprus 
Two Auxiliary Board memberS 

from Turkey participated in a 
teaching conference February 24 . 
in Kyrenia, Cyprus, that was at
tended by 50 believers. 

Four native Cypriots from 
northern Nicosia declared their 
faith in BahC¥u'Uah during the con
ference. 

Participants sent the following 
cable to the World Centre: "Hearts 
overflowing with love for' 
Baha'u'llah we present lOVing 
greetings and loyalty to the Su~ 
preme House. Special prayers were 
offered for the noble souls of the 
Hands of the Cause of God as"; 
cended to Abha Kingdom, also for 
the friends in the Cradle Faith 
whose valiant deeds and unflinch
ing loyalty and fortitude are a 
source ofinspiration for us all . . ." 
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Thirty-five believers from 10 
communities in Portugal partici
pated last February 23-24 in the 
Northern Regional Baha'i School 
in Vtla Nova de Gaia. 

Participants deepened on sub
jects including consultation, the 
Heroic Age of the Faith, and the 
spiritual revolution of modem so
ciety. 

A member of the National Teach
ing Committee of Portugal an
nounced the initiation of a new 
teaching plan aimed at teaching 
and consolidation in the Spanish 
border areas of Portugal. The plan 
was launched in memory of the 
Hand of the Cause of God 
Ra~matu'llah Muhajir. 

Children and youth contributed 
to a lively evening of fund-raising 
through an auction of homemade 
h~ndicrafts. A non-Baha'i guest 
from a nearby goal town declared 
her belief in Baha'u'llah during the 
final school session. 

Malaysia 
"Deeply grieved untimely pass

ing devoted coworker Imperaju 
Chinniah his outstanding untiring 
services institutions Faith both 
Malaysia and South-east Asia set 
lustre annals Cause entire region. 
Praying Holy Threshold progress 
soul in Abha Kingdom. May be
loved friends Malaysia increase 
"fervour servitude Baha'u'llah fol
lowing example departed .fri~nd 
compensate his loss their midst. 
Assure family friends sympathy .. 
Advise hold befitting memorial 
meetings.'" . 

" Un~ersal House of Justice 

• 
;'-00" .'_ :.'- . .' Mr. Chinniah, 47, a member of ..; 

. - the Continental Board of Counsel-
~~-;/, ". lors for South East Asia, died Feb
~;(. :ruary 7 following a heart attack. 
~{:'7;: . SeveraIhundred Baha'is and many 
;:~~: :. non-Baha'i fiiends attended the· 
t~~~~: '" burial at the Baha'i~urialgroundin . 
;::';;.o:.'~. Seremban, MalaYSia .. · .. -
'" . Prior to hiS appointment to the 

Continental Board of Counsellors, 
Mr. Chinniah had served for nearly 
tD-years as an Auxiliary Board 
member. 
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Participants in the first National 
Youth Conference held last September 
at the National Baha'i Center' in 

Auxiliary Board member Fedross 
[mani was among the 25 participants at 

Burundi 
More than 300 students at Notre 

Dame College in Gitega, Burundi, 
attended a recent public meeting 
sponsored by the Baha'i Group of 
Gitega with the assistance of the 
National Teaching Committee of 
Burundi . 

The two speakers presented dif
ferent aspects of the Faith to the 
audience. The college amphi
theatre had been decorated 
with posters and flowers for the oc
casion. 

Students and faculty members 
asked many questions about the 

. Faith. The college director expres
sed satisfaction with the meeting 
and invited the Gitega Baha'i 

Lisbon, Portugal. The 50 youth repre
sented most of the Portuguese Baha'i 
communities. 

a regional teaching conference last Oc- ~ 
tober in Pommao, Portugal. 

-. <: 

Group to organize another meet- , . 
ing in the near future.' 

This was the first time that the', 
Faith had been proclaimed publicly. ., 
in Gitega. . 

Barbados/Windward Is. 
An importan t achievement and a -- . 

Significant step in the legal recogni-~ ; . 
tion of the Faith in the Windward .:" 
Islands took place last November2,::-: ::.~~ 
when three local Assemblies in:. .~: 
Grenada were incorporated by the"': 
passage of People's Law Number .;:;J' 
82. . 

The law also makes provision for 
other local Assemblies, yet to be 
formed, to incorporate by order of . 
the Governor-General. . . '~_ 

:.,'. 

. .... 

, 



EI Salvador 
More than 100 believers from 17 com
munities in EI Salvador and four other 
countries attended EI Salvador's Baha'i 
Summer School last December 29-
January 1. Instructors included Dr. 
Hedi Ahmadiyyih, a member of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors for 
Central America and the Antilles, and 
Edgardo Yay, an Auxiliary Board 
member from Guatemala. Partidpants 
included believers from Belize, Costa 
Riqz, Brazil, and a group of IS from 
GUQtemala. 

Bermuda 

Robert McLaughlin, who has served as 
an architectural consultant to the Uni
versal House of Justice, presented a 
deepening last February 17 at the 
Baha'i National Center in Bermuda. 
Mr. McLaughlin and his wife, Kath
erine, an Auxiliary Board member, 
spent 34 days in January and February 
visiting with members of the Baha'i 
community of Bermuda. 

Auxiliary Board member Kath
erine McLaughlin and her hus
band, Robert, spent 34 days in Ber
muda in January and February 
visiting members of the Bennudian 
Baha'i community. 

During her visit, Mrs. Mclaugh
lin met on several occasions with 
the island-wide Baha'i community 
as well as with each of its Local 
Spiritual Assemblies and the Ber
muda Teaching Committee. She 
also participated in Bermuda's ob-

Auxiliary Board member Katherine 
McLaughlin addresses believers at the 
Baha'i National Center in Bennuda. 
Mrs. McLaughlin and her husband, 
Robert, visited Bermuda last January 
IS-February 18. During that time she 
met with each ofBennuda's Local Spir
itual Assemblies. 

servances of the Feasts of Sultan 
and Mulk. 

Mr. McLaughlin, who has 
served as an architectural con
sultant to the Universal House of 
Justice and is a former member of 
the U.S. National Spiritual Assem
bly, presented a deepening Febru
ary 17 on the Writings of Baha'
u'llcih. On February 9, he was guest 
of honor at a dinner party hosted 
by the Spiritual Assembly of Ham
ilton Parish. 

• 
~~.~ .-~ <~ 

.. -... .., . " 

~. -
United Kingdom 

A weekly, hour-long radio call
in program in Suffolk, England, 
was devoted last October 29 to 
questions and answers on the 
Baha'i Faith. 

Both the program moderator and 
listeners were eager to know more 
about the Faith. The program host 
launched right into questions 
without the usual preliminary 
statement. 

Listeners who called in were put 
on hold to await their chance to ask 
questions of the panel of four that 
had been selected by the Local As
sembly. The broad range of ques
tions allowed the panel members 
to present a well-rounded picture 
of the Faith. 

One listener, the Malaysian 
non-Baha'i wife of a Mauritian be
liever, became so enthusiastic on 
hearing the Faith publicly pro
claimed that she phoned the chair
man of the Local Assembly. She 
then declared her belief in 
Bahci'u'llah during a personal visit 
that followed her phone call. 
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Native 
Council 

Nearly 400 indigenous believers 
in North America attend- historic 

gathering at Mother Temple of West 

OVERJOYED TREMENDOUS SUCCESS NATIVE 
BELIEVERS' CONFERENCE HELD PRECINCTS 
MOTHER TEMPLE WEST. KINDLY CONVEY 
MEMBERS INDIGENOUS COUNCIL ASSUR
ANCE OUR FERVENT PRAYERS SUPPLICAT
ING BLESSED BEAUTY BESTOW HIS UNER
RING GUIDANCE ENABLE NATIVE BELIEVERS 
A IT AIN HEARTS' DESIRE BLAZE TRAIL LIGHT 
THROUGHOUT NORTH AMERICA. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

• 
July 15, 1980 

A spirited and impressive pow wow on the 
grounds of the National I:Ia+iratu'I-Quds near 
the Mother Temple of the West that was at
tended by an estimated 1,000 Native American 
believers and their guests was the focal point of 
the historic second American Baha'j Native 
Council July 11-13. 

The unprecedented gathering of believers rep
resenting some 55 Indian tribes from Alaska, 
Canada, the United States and Greenland wa'S 
honored by the presence of the Hand of the 
Cause of God Dhikru'llah Khadem and Amoz 
Gibson, a member of the Universal House of 
Justice. 

Other participants at this remarkable confer
ence of native believers and those involved in 
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teaching indigenous peoples on Reservations 
and in cities and villages in North America in
cluded Continental Counsellors for North 
America Angus Cowan, Lloyd Gardner and 
Edna M. True, nine members of National 
Spiritual Assemblies in the three 
countries-four from Alaska, two from Canada 
and three from the U.S.-and seven Auxiliary 
Board members. 

This second North American Native Council 
(the first was held in 1978 in Yakima, Washing
ton) was sponsored by the Continental Indigen
ous Council in cooperation with the Continental 
Board of Counsellors and the National Spiritual 
Assemblies of Alaska, Canada and the U.S. 

The Continental Indigenous Council is com
posed of three native believers from each of the 
North American Countries who are appointed 
by their respective National Spiritual Assem
blies. 

"I have a great love for all of you," the Hand of 
the Cause Mr. Khadem told the 380 participants 
at the Native Council. 

"I love you dearly. I am so grateful to the be
loved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, who sent me to 
this part of the world, to the West. He told me, 'I 
am sending you to the West to witness the glory, 
mysteries and light of the Faith here on earth.' 



Amoz Gibson, a member of the 
Universal House of Justice, ad
dresses the second North Ameri
can Bahiff Native Council held 
at the Mother Temple of the West 
in Wilmette, Illinois. 

"Today is one of the happiest days of my life. I 
see the promises of 'Abdu'l-Baha, the expecta
tions of the beloved Shoghi Effendi, and the 
bounties of Baha'u'llah manifested before me," 
said Mr. Khadem. 

Mr. Gibson reminded the friends of "that 
beautiful compilation, Selectiolls from the Writings 
of the Bab." In it, he said, "you will read so many 
truths that 'the old ones' of the indigenous peo
ple of this continent have known about ... 

"The old ones always talked about the 'in
gathering of the tribes:' the coming together of 
the tribes. This is what the Message of 
Baha'u'llah is about," Mr. Gibson added. "It is 
the bringing together of all the peoples of the 
earth." 

Among the many special aspects of the Native 
Council were separate sessions for indigenous 
believers and non-Native American believers, a 
children's program, films about the many con
tributions to society made by the native peoples 
of North America, and a display of ancient and 
modem native artifacts, photos and art work. 

That exhibit, in Foundation Hall at the Baha'i 
House of Worship, included examples of native 
dress from remote areas of Alaska as well as from 
Canada and the U.S. along with hand-made 
jewelry and other handicrafts. 

Chairs in Foundation Hall were arranged in 
the circular configuration traditional to Indian 
consultation so participants could easily see one 
another and communicate on an informal basis, 
according to master of ceremonies Phil Lane, a 
member of the Continental Indigenous Council. 

Dawn prayers were offered by Native Council 
participants at the House of Worship, while the 
traditional Indian peace pipe was smoked at sun
rise. 

The Council itself has opened with prayers of
fered in many native languages as well as in Eng-

lish. 
Jens Lyberth, an Inuit Eskimo from Greenland 

who now lives in Toronto, Canada, and is a 
member of the Continental Indigenous Council, 
spoke to the meeting of non-native believers 
about reaching the indigenous people. 

"To understand and to reach them," he said, 
"you need to have a dedication, an understand
ing of the kind of culture ... my brothers are in. 
Otherwise, the dedication you have shown is in
adequate. 

"We are Baha'is," he said. "We love one 
another. That love must never disappear. It must 
be given freely. Wherever you receive it, you 
have to give it out; otherwise, you will not be able 
to reach my brothers and sisters." 

John Kolstoe, chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Alaska, told the non
native believers that some of the indigenous 
Baha'is in Alaska did not become "natives" until 
after they became Baha'is. 

"Many of these people had almost rejected 
their heritage," he said, "for a variety of 
psychological, sociological and other reasons. 

"It was only afterward, through the Message 
of Baha'u'llah, that they discovered the accepta
bility of their being native." 

Those attending the session for indigenous be
lievers discussed such topics as "Who are we?" 
"What are the tasks before us?" and "How can 
each individual help?" 

Ten workshop sessions offered at the confer
ence included topics related to deepening, deal
ing with native politics, native women and the 
Faith, native answers to pioneering questions, 
and combating the use of alcohol and drugs, as 
well as workshops on Eskimo culture and under
standing death and burial. 

Mr. Khadem spoke to the Council participants 
about the as-yet unknown significance of the 
gathering: 

Native Americans ill colorful costume participate ill all 'honors 
dance' during the pow wow at the llatiollalJ:la?iratu'I-Quds that 
was all il1tegral part of the historic secolld North Americall 
Baha'i Native Coullcil ill Wilmette, Illillois. 
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"Friends, we do not know the value, the sig
nificance of this conference," he said. "I wish 
that I could tell you what it is. Pray to Bahil'u'lhlh 
to inspire you to understand the significance of 
this occasion." 

Mr. Gibson referred in one of his talks to the 
"suffex:ing and utmost restriction" of the believ
ers in Iran, adding, however, that the spirit of 
unity and the determination to teach the Cause is 
stronger there than it has been in many years. 

Again and again, Mr. Gibson stressed the 
great importance of teaching: 

"Baha'u'llah has told us how to serve," he 
said. "Besides living according to His instruc
tions, besides loving all mankind, besides want
ing to serve all mankind, He tells us that 'To as
sist Me is to teach My Cause.' 

"I feel that our time of absolute freedom to 
teach without opposition on this North Ameri
can continent won't last much longer. 

"If you have any problems in your commun
ity, solve them by making a sincere effort to 
teach. Invite the one whom you are having the 
most difficulty with to be the speaker at your 
fireside. " 

Mr. Gibson urged the friends to shower a spe
ciallove on such an individual, adding that the 
love 'will return to you ten-fold." 

The member of the Supreme Body told the be
lievers that there is a great need for pioneers 
from among the Indians. He suggested that the 
Indian Baha'is would do well to learn Chinese. 

"One-third of the world's population lives in 
China," he said, "and one day this door will be 
open to us. 

"In a sense, you will be returning to your 
origins," he said, referring to the crossing of the 
Bering Strait by distant ancestors of the Indian 
peoples of North and South America. "You have 
to repay your debt to that land." 

Native drummers lend a rhythmic beat to dmlces at the pow wow 
that drew about 1,000 people to the Natiollal Ija;iratu'l-Quds 
during the second North American Baha'i Native Council. 
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Five-year-old Michalee Bainbridge (left) and her 2-year-old sis
ter, Henrietta, were among the performers during the second 
North American Baha'i Native Council. 

Eugene King, a Tlingit Indian and member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of Alaska, re
quested that Mr. Gibson ask the Universal 
House of Justice to assign special Seven Year 
Plan teaching goals to the indigenous believers 
in North America. 

Mr. Gibson replied that he would relay the re
quest from the Baha'i Native Council to the Su
preme Body. 

"I feel a special spirit in this gathering," said 
Mr. Gibson, "and I will pray that it never leaves 
you; that the spirit generated by you who are 
here will always be with you, and that it will sus
tain you through every trial and inspire you to 
teach the Cause of God." 

Indian performers presented an evening of en
tertainment that ranged from traditional Indian 
music to contemporary comedy and impersona
tions. 

Among the performers were five-year-old 
Michalee Bainbridge and her two-year-old sis
ter, Henrietta, from Red Mesa, Arizona, who 
sang a Navajo song. 

Kevin Locke of Wakpala, South Dakota, 
played a traditional Lakota (Sioux) flute. 

A group of six young believers representing 
tribes from Alaska, Canada and the U.S. sang 
traditional Indian songs, while other performers 
sang and played the guitar. 

The following evening witnessed the gather
ing for a traditional pow wow of up to 1,000 peo
ple on the grounds of the J:la~iratu'l-Quds 
within sight of the House of Worship. 

Baha'i Native Council participants were joined 
by guests that included believers from the Wil
mette area, their families and friends, along with 
a number of non-Baha'i Native Americans from 
the Chicago Indian Center, many of them in col-



orful native regalia. 
In fact, one of the two groups of singers pro

viding music for the pow wow was composed of 
non-Baha'i guests from the Chicago Indian 
Center. 

The pow wow, which was filmed by a Baha'i 
crew from Alaska, opened with traditional honor 
dances, the display of flags of natiops rep
resented, and a special "circle" (unity) dance. 

Dances performed at a pow wow are not war 
dances, the master of ceremonies explained. 
"They have as their purpose recognizing the 
kindness of the Great Spirit in causing grass to 
grow everywhere," and are performed on grass, 
he said. 

Grass dances, Mr. Lane added, once began 
with dancers picking up handfuls of grass and 
tucking them into their belts to wear during the 
dance. 

Some dances at the pow wow were reserved 
for women wearing large shawls. 

"The shawls are symbolic of spiritual protec
tion," he said. 

One of the dancers was Mr. Gibson's wife, 
Mary, who wore a shawl emblazoned with the 
logo of the Continental Indigenous Council. 

The shawl, made by an Indian believer, was 
presented to Mr. Gibson to be taken back to 
Haifa as a gift from the Native Council to the 
Universal House of Justice. 

Mr. Khadem not only danced at the pow wow 
but also joined the singers who were seated 
around a large drum in the center of the gather
ing. 

Mr. Gibson was an enthusiastic participant in 
the dances along with the non-native believers 
and their guests. 

The following day, Mr. Khadem described the 
unique spirit generated at the pow wow by refer
ring to it as "the pow wow of Baha'u'llah." 

Nearly $3,000 was raised through a "silent 
auction" of donated native art and craft items 
that were on display during the conference. 

The money was used to help defray the cost of 
the Native Council itself and to help underwrite 
the cost of the "TrailofLight," a two-week teach
ing project in Alaska, Canada and the U.S. that 
began shortly after the close of the conference. 

The four participants in the Native Council 
who declared their belief in Baha'u'llah during 
the conference were warmly embraced by Mr. 
Khadem, Mr. Gibson and other special guests 
during the Council's closing session Sunday 
morning. 

Miss True spoke at that session about special 
moments in the growth of the Faith throughout 
its history. 

"I think that this has been one of those very 

special moments," she said. "The Faith has 
taken another mighty step forward, and I know 
that we all will return to our homes with a deeper 
confirmation that these wonders can and will 
happen." 

Mr. Gibson, asked to close the final session of 
the second Baha'i Native Council, told his audi
ence he saw no way in which to do so. 

Referring to "the spirit generated here by our 
thoughts and deeds, by our prayers and chants, 
and by a special gift from Baha'u'llah for this 
gathering of many nations and many tongues," 
Mr. Gibson said, "That spirit of unity amongst 
us can never die. Therefore, my task of closing 
this conference is clearly impossible." 

Among those who enjoyed dancing at the Native Council pow 
wow was Amoz Gibson, a member of the Universal House of Jus
tice who attended the historic gathering in Wilmette, nlinois. 
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'Trail of Light' 
Native American teaching effort follows 
North American Baha'I Native Council 

Twenty-two indigenous believ
ers from Alaska, Canada and the 
United States participated July 
18-August 5 in a traveling teaching 
project known as the "Trail of 
Light." 

Participants were organized into 
three teams that visited native 
communities on Reservations as 
well as in cities and villages in 
Alaska; Saskatchewan, Canada; 
and in two states in the U.5. Pacific 
Northwest. 

The Trail of Light was a symbolic 
and hopefully inspirational teach
ing effort whose genesis was the 
historic second Baha'i Native 
Council for North America, held 
July II-nat the Mother Temple of 
the West in Wilmette, Illinois. 

The Native Council, sponsored 
by the Continental Indigenous 
Council, whose membership in
cludes believers from Alaska, 
Canada, and the U.S., in coopera
tion with the Continental Board of 
Counsellors for North America and 
the three National Spiritual As
semblies, was attended by almost 
400 believers from Alaska, Canada, 
the U.S .. and Greenland, the vast 
majority of whom were indigenous 
Baha'is representing more than 50 
Indian tribes in North America. 

The six-member Trail of Light 
team that visited six native villages 
in Alaska was composed of three 
Eskimo believers and three Ameri
can Indians. 

Meanwhile, a second group 
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composed of three American In
dians, three Alaskan Eskimos and 
two Indian believers from Canada 
visited in three cities and Indian Re
serves in Northern Saskatchewan, 
Canada. 

The third traveling teaching 
team, composed of three indigen
ous believers from Alaska, four 
from Canada, and one American 
Indian believer, traveled to four 
Indian Reservations in Washing-

Members of the 'Trail of Light' teach
ing team that visited four Indian Res
ervations in Washington state and one 
in Idaho are (left to right) Jones Won
gittilin, a Siberum-Yupik Eskimo from 
Savoonga, Alaska; Linda Proulx, a 
Cree-Metis from Stratford, Ontario, 
Canada; Doris Eckroth, a Cherokee 
from Malone, New York; team captain 
Hazel Lovelace, a Tlingit from Anchor-

ton State and one in Idaho. 
American Indian Reservations 

visited by this group of eight be
lievers were the Yakima, Umatilla, 
Makah and Lummi in Washington, 
and the Nez Perce in Idaho. 

The idea for The Trail of Light 
originated during consultation 
among the National Spiritual As
semblies of Canada, Alaska and 
the United States. Anotherinspira
tion for this symbolic effort was the 

age, Alaska, who served as over-all 
coordinator for the training-deepening 
before the project began; Joanne Lan
gan, a Saulteaux from Regina, Sas
katchewan, Canada; Barbara Healy, a 
Blood Indian from Blue Sky, Alberta, 
Canada; Laurie King, a Tlingit from 
Eagle River, Alaska; George Schinkel, 
a Tlingit from Whitehorse, Yukon, 
Canada. 



"Pacific Rim" concept of teaching indigenous peoples 
that was described by the Hand of the Cause of God 
Ra~matu'llah \1uhajir two years ago. 

The first Trail of Light traveling trip by 22 believers 
occurred spontaneously immediately after the first 
Baha'i !\Jative Council, held in 1978 on the Yakima In
dian Reservation in Washington State. 

That first teaching effort took the native believers to 
communities in British Columbia, Canada. 

The most recent Trail of Light trips were carefully 
planned. They followed a three-day training and 
deepening program that began at the close of the sec
ond Baha'i :\Iative Council in Wilmette. 

The 'Trail of Light' teaching team that visited six native vil
lages in Alaska, July 18-August 1, following the Baha'i Na
tive Council in Wilmette, Illinois. Team members are (left to 
right front row) Tina Salomon, an Osage-Cherokee from 
Sparks, Nevada; Mary Jane Tevuk, an Inupiaq Eskimo from 
Nome, Alaska; Regina Steffes, a Navajo-Oneida from Fon
tana, California; and (back row left to right) team captain 
Chester Kahn, a Navajo from Houck, Arizona; Bill Ekomiak, 
an Inuit Eskimo from Daysland, Alberta, Canada; Johan 
Lyberth, an Inuit Eskimo from Nuuk, Greenland. 

The 'Trail of Light' teaching team that 
visited Indian Reserves and cities in 
Northern Saskatchewan, Canada, in
cludes (left to right) Henry Bainbridge, 
a Navajo from Teec-Nos-Pos, Arizona; 
Ernestine Moore, a Paiute-Washoe 
from Reno, Nevada; Maynard Eakan, 
an Inupiaq Eskimo from Anchorage, 
Alaska, and member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Alaska; Shirley 
Lindstrom, a Tlingit from Mayo, 
Yukon, Canada; team captain Noni 
Nelson, a Metis from Enderby, British 
Columbia, Canada; Peter Singyke, an 
Inupiaq from Anchorage, Alaska; Rita 
Blumenstein, an Aleut-Athabascan
Yupik Eskimo from Palmer, Alaska; 
Dennis Bainbridge, age 9, a Navajo 
from Teec-Nos-Pos, Arizona. 
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Border teaching 

Colombia, Ecuador seek closer ties to proclaim Cause 

Pasto, Colombia, a quaint little town nestled 
snugly beneath the green and sunny peaks of the 
Andes Mountains, was the site April 4-5 of the 
first Colombian-Ecuadorian Baha'i Frontier 
Teaching Conference, convened by the Conti
nental Board of Counsellors for South America 
in collaboration with the National Spiritual As
semblies of Colombia and Ecuador. 

The gathering was the first in a series of such 
conferences planned by the Counsellors at the 
direction of the World Centre with the objective 
of establishing cross-frontier teaching between 
adjacent countries, thus enabling traveling 
teachers to carry the Message of Baha'u'llah even 
more rapidly to every section of those countries. 

About 80 indigenous believers and foreign 
pioneers from Colombia and more than 40 na
tives and pioneers from Ecuador came to learn of 
the collaborative teaching plan, which was one 
of the last visions of inter-community teaching 
between these neighboring countries, whose 
people are of the same racial stock and tempera
ment, advanced by the Hand of the Cause of 
God Ra}:lmatu'llah Muhajir before his untimely 
death last December while on a teaching trip in 
Ecuador. 

Among those present at the conference, which 
was presided over by Counsellor Donald Witzel, 
were seven members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Colombia and six members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Ecuador. 

The conference was befittingly dedicated to 
the beloved Hands of the Cause of God, Dr. 
Muhajir and Enoch Olinga. During the meeting 
their happy and courageous spirits seemed al
most to permeate the atmosphere. 

The focus of the conference, "Teaching the 
Cause," soon became readily apparent as rep
resentatives from each country shared informa
tion about teaching projects designed to win 
their goals during the opening phase of the 
Seven Year Plan as well as some of their pro-
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posed plans for the future. 
From Ecuador, Auxiliary Board member Isabel 

de Calderon spoke about teaching in the cities 
and the role women are taking in bringing to the 
attention of the public the Cause of Baha'u'llah in 
that country. 

Sra. de Calderon ably presented details of the 
National Drawing Contest for Children spon
sored last year by the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Ecuador and outlined its great success in 
proclaiming the Cause to various strata of soci
ety. 

Mrs. Susana Jensen, speaking on behalf of the 
National Teaching Committee of Ecuador, told 
of progress toward the goal of winning 10,000 
new believers for the Faith in that country this 
year, a goal set by the National Spiritual Assem
bly as a result of its final meeting with the Hand 
of the Cause Dr. Muhajir the night before he pas
sed away. 

The spokesmen for Radio Baha'i, Ralph Dexter 
and Michael Stokes, presented an enlightening 
analysis of the function of the Baha'i radio sta
tion in Ecuador, its cultural and educational ac
tivities, and its various public services to its lis
teners. They engendered a deeper understand
ing and appreciation for the Baha'i world's first 
radio station by reminding their audience that it 
is not Ecuador's station, but rather, is co-owned 
by Baha'is in every land. It is the responsibility of 
every Baha'i, they said, to Lontribute to its suc
cess. 

The conference included fruitful discussions 
on child education, the development of teaching 
materials, and the coordination of "listening cen
ters," traveling teaching activities, and training 
children's teachers with the aid of Radio Baha'i. 

As one immediate result of these discussions, 
Phillip Turner, a pioneer to Ecuador, offered to 
translate the Cali Audio-Visual Center's child 
education materials into the Quechua language, 
if there were a plan to have them printed. 



Also, a commission was appointed to draft 
tentative plans for incorporating radio, audio
visual materials, and teacher training course 
materials as a means of coordinating expansion 
and consolidation programs. 

The members of the commission are: from 
Ecuador, Auxiliary Board member Jimmie Jen
sen, Mrs. Susana Jensen, and Ralph Dexter, the 
National Spiritual Assembly's representative to 
Radio Baha'i; and from Colombia, Auxiliary 
Board members Carmen Elisa Klinger de 
Sadeghian and Alan Fryback, representing the 
audio-visual department of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Colombia, and Mehr
noosh Sadeghian, a pioneer to Colombia. 

Reports presented by some of the 25 Colom
bian teaching teams, each with enrollment and 
consolidation goals for specific areas, were espe
cially inspiring to the Ecuadorians, for whom 
this was a new concept in organization. 

Each of these teaching teams bears the name of 
a Baha'i hero or martyr, such as Tahirih, 
Quddtis, Hujjat, Agnes Alexander, Martha 
Root, or Luis Montenegro, an outstanding Baha'i 
teacher and administrator in Colombia for many 
years who died while helping to elect Local As
semblies in a remote area of the country. 

Each team member studies the history of his 
namesake as a means of inspiration. The teams 
grow larger as more individuals arise to serve, 
and the formation of at least 45 teams is antici
pated. 

Colombia's goal for the first phase of the Seven 
Year Plan is 19,000 new believers. Although each 
teams has as part of its consolidation goals re
sponsibility for children's classes, women's ac
tivities, Assembly development programs, etc., a 
number of them reported that they had enrolled 
as many as 40 to 50 new believers in only a few 
weeks since their formation. Wholesome com
petition among the teams is encouraged. 

A teen-age girl, the 100th graduate of 
Colombia's month-long "first level training 
program," was introduced at the conference. 

The program, conducted each Sunday at the 
Puerta Tejada Ruhi Institute, enables believers to 
undertake individualized or tutorial courses and 
continue as long as they like for a fee of about 
$1.10 (U.S.) daily for room and board, with each 
one helping with housekeeping and cooking 
chores. 

Courses cover such subjects as prayer, 
spiritual qualities, and the Covenant. "Gradua
tion" involves explaining each completed course 
satisfactorily to at least five believers. Thus, 
evaluation is not competitive or embarrassing to 
the students, each of whom proceeds at his or 
her own pace. 

Tentative plans were made for some of the 

friends from Ecuador to observe the program at 
Puerta Tejada, with a view toward either en
couraging Ecuadorians to attend the Colombian 
institute or developing a similar program in 
Ecuador. 

An immediate result of the conference with re
spect to cooperative frontier teaching was the 
formation of two bi-national teams to teach for a 
week following the conference in the indigenous 
areas of the Colombian Paez Indians and the 
Inga Indians. The ingas speak a Quechua dialect 
spoken by their ancestors centuries ago, during 
the reign of the Incas, while the Paez have their 
own language. 

The Ecuadorian members of both teams, Na
tional Spiritual Assembly member Maria 
Perugachi, Auxiliary Board members Rufino 
Gualavisi and Vicente Anrango, and Segundo 
Curillo are all Quechua-speaking people from 
the Otavalo area. 

On the final morning of the conference, Coun
sellor Witzel presented a moving biographical 
sketch of the life of the Hand of the Cause Enoch 
Olinga, including events relating to his untimely 
death and those of his wife and three of their 
children, while Auxiliary Board member Charles 
Hornby, who was privileged to be Dr. Muhajir's 
traveling companion during his last visit to 
Ecuador, shared an account of the many 
dynamic teaching trips to Ecuador over many 
years by that Hand of the Cause. 

A cable was sent to the Universal House of Jus
tice informing the Supreme Body of the out
standing success of the conference, outlining the 
teaching projects initiated, and detailing the 
prospects for future border collaboration be
tween Colombia and Ecuador .-Helen Hornby 

Some of the more than 120 believers who participated April 4 -5 
in the first Colombian-Ecuadorian Baha'i Frontier Teaching 
Conference in Pasta, Colombia. 
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Centenary in India 

In May, the Baha'i community of India began 
its celebration of the hundredth anniversary of 
the establishment of the Faith on the subconti
nent. 

On May 2, the spacious lawns of the Baha'i 
Center in New Delhi were covered by a huge tent 
and decorated. Opposite the tent was a specially 
prepared booth that displayed Baha'i publica
tions. 

At 6 o'clock that evening, the minister for 
Home, Shri. Giani Zail Singh, and the minister 
for Foreign Affairs, Shri. P.V. Narasimha Rao, 
arrived. The tent was crowded with dignitaries, 
officials and others from all walks of life. The 
press area was filled with representatives Jrom 
the newspapers, radio and television. 

In a message to the centenary observance, the 
Prime Minister said: "The Baha'i Faith seeks to 
bring people together to enable them to realize 
their unity and their own inner potentialities for 
growth. It commands wide respect in our own 
land which believes in rendering equal homage 
to all religions and creeds." 

The President of India wrote: "As Gandhiji 
said, the message of the Baha'i Faith is a solace to 
mankind. India has always stood for universal 
brotherhood and the message of the Baha'is is in 
keeping with the past spiritual traditions of 
India." 

The minister for Foreign Affairs, in his open
ing address, said that Baha'u'llah inaugurated 
the age of the planetary society-the coming of 
age of mankind when the need to build a global 
society based on interdependence and justice 
dawned on human consciousness. At this centen
ary celebration, he added, we should pause to 
consider how much more immediate and relev
ant His Teachings have become since they were 
introduced. He wished the Baha'is of India the 
fulfillment of their highest hopes to serve those 
lofty ideals. 

The Home Minister congratulated the Baha'is 
and said he had received a request for recogni
tion of the Baha'i community's minority status. It 
was his hope, he said, that there would be no dif
ficulty in granting this status to the Baha'is. 

The Hon. M. H. Beg, former Chief Justice of 
India, was chairman of the observance. He wel
comed each of the speakers, then gave a learned 
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and inspiring address that he concluded by say
ing, "I rejoice at the bold challenge and call of 
Baha'u'Uah to the traditional and well
established branches of religion to unite in the 
service of mankind by ignoring differences of 
label and gathering the essence of what their 
great Originators really tried to bestow upon a 
suffering humanity." 

The Baha'i speakers were Dr. H.M. Munje and 
Dr. S. Vasudevan who spoke in Hindi and En
glish, respectively. Shri. Jagdish Gandhi was 
master of ceremonies for the event. 

Moments after the conclusion of the festivities, 
Delhi TV included mention of the celebration in 
its newscast. Widespread publicity appeared in 
the next morning's newspapers as well as on 
radio. The national radio networks carried the 
news throughout the country. 

Sixty years ago, the first National Convention 
of the Baha'is of India was held in Bombay. 
Among the four main resolutions approved by 
that gathering were the invitation for the beloved 
Master to visit India, and the decision to build a 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar on the subcontinent. 

This year's convention celebrated at once the 
centenary of the founding of the Faith in India 
and the announcement of the award of contract 
to begin construction of a unique House of Wor
ship for the Indian subcontinent. 

In addition, a favorable response from the 
government to the Baha'i community's applica
tion for minority status is expected soon. 

On the dais at the centenary of the establishment of the Balun 
Faith in India are aeft to right) Dr. Vasudevan Nair; the Hon. 
M.H. Beg, former Chief Justice of India; Shri. Giani Zail 
Singh, minister for Home Affairs; and Dr. Perin Olyai. 



Winner by design 
Proposed u.s. National Archives building 
given top award by architecture magazine 

The design for the proposed U. S. Baha'i Na
tional Archives building in Wilmette, Illinois, re
ceived a special citation last January at the 27th 
annual PIA Awards ceremony sponsored by 
Progressive Architecture magazine. 

The architect is Stanley Tigerman and As-
sociates of Chicago. . 

The new Archives building will sit directly 
across the road from the Baha'i House of Wor
ship and just behind the National Ha~iratu'l
Quds, masked by an earth berm so as not to 
compete for attention with the Temple. 

In announcing the award to Tigerman and As
sociates, Progressive Architecture had this to say 
about the design: 

"The architect has divided a square site in two, 
half of it to be covered by the undulating roofed 
building and the other half by its mirror image in 
trimmed trees (topiary). 

"Inside, the ceiling is painted to resemble the 
sky, and columns have foliated capitals to sug
gest man's earliest shelter among the trees. 

"The primeval imagery was a response to the 
client's request that the building have a quality of 
timelessness about it. 

"Jurors appreciated the building's imaginative 
interiors and its respectful subservience to the 
Temple." 

Legal considerations have delayed the start of 
construction of the new Archives building. 
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Around the world 
Bermuda 

The Hand of the Cause of God 
John Robarts, accompanied by his 
wife, Audrey, visited the Baha'is of 
Bermuda April 3-9. Prior to his ar
rival Mr. Robarts had visited be
lievers in 1D Caribbean countries 
during a three-month period. 

Mr. Robarts' schedule, arranged 
by the Baha'i Teaching Committee 

Botswana 
Three Auxiliary Board members 

and three members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Botswana, 
along with 25 believers from 
Lobatse, Jwaneng and Kanye, 
Botswana, participated in a reg
ional teaching conference February 
23-24 in Gaborone, Botswana. 

Consultation centered on the 
goals of the Seven Year Plan. Most 
of the participants committed 
themselves to work on at least one 
of the goals. 

Oiscussion on the subject of the 
Fuftd brought contributions as well 
as gifts of food sufficient to meet all 
the needs of the conference. 
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of Bermuda, included a public 
meeting, meetings with the friends 
and Teaching Committee, and the 
video-taping of a 3D-minute pro
gram for the Bermuda archives and 
future use on television. 

Five of Bermuda's six Local 
Spiritual Assemblies were re-

These children were among the par
ticipants last December 29-January 4 
in Botswana's first Baha'i Summer 
School. The last two days of the school 

~ --"-,-------

The Hand of the Cause of God John 
Robarts (second from right, front row) 
was taken to the Bermuda airport by 
this group of Baha'is at the close of his 
seven-day visit to Bermuda in April. 
Mr. Robarts was accompanied by his 
wife, Audrey, who is standing to his 
right. 

elected at Riq.van, but a minimum 
of seven Assemblies is needed to 
form a National Spiritual Assembly 
in 1981. 

Mr. Robarts stressed the un
doubted victories that are assured 
if the friends call on the Supreme 
Concourse and arise. 

were spent visiting nearby villages to 
bring the spirit of love and unity gener
ated at the school to those who were 
unable to attend. 



Honduras 

The local Ifa?iratu'l-Quds of Sigua
tepeque, Honduras, designed and built 
by the local Baha'i community, was 

Papua New Guinea 

A young Baha'i librarian at a 
Catholic college that trains priests 
in Rabaul, Papua New Guinea, has 
succeeded in placing Baha'i books 
in the college library. 

When believers in Rabaul of
fered Ouma Maro a copy of Some 
Answered Questions and other 

Fiji Islands 

dedicated June 29. The building project 
took four and one-half years to com
plete. 

Baha'i books, he took them to the 
Chanel College library. College of
ficials objected until Mr. Maro ex
plained that the books were not his 
but were a gift from the Rabaul 
Baha'i community. The college au
thorities then consented. 

Some students already have 
begun reading the Baha'i books, 
according to Mr. Maro. 

! 

This year the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Fiji Islands plan ned a 
number of summer schools in various 
locations, rather thall aile large school. 
The object was to allow believers in 
rural areas to attelld a sUlllmer school 
at relatively low cost. Above, believers 

Charles Cornell, secretary of the 
Spiritual Assembly of Siguatepeque, 
Honduras (right) presents a copy of 
The Proclamation of Bahci'u'llah to 
the mayor of the City of Siguatepeque, 
Ra~on ~e Jesus Sabillon, during~the 
dedlcatzon June 29 of the new lpcal 
Baha'i Center in Siguatepeque. t 

participating in the summer school at 
Lomaivuna, central Viti Levu. Below, 
some of the friends attending the school 
in Lalolo Forest near Lautoka. At left, a 
group of Baha'i youth enjoy some sing
illg betweell summer school sessiolls. 
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Ethiopia 

A local teaching conference held 
last year in Asmara, Ethiopia, was 
followed by news of two exciting 
victories for the Faith. ' 

A blind high school student who 
had studied the Faith and become a 
Baha'i in Asmara returned to Addis 
Ababa to continue his education. 
There, nine of his visually
impaired fellow students em
braced the Faith. 

Among the activities stressed at 
the Asmara conference was teach
ing family members. As a result, 
the wives of three long-time 
Baha'is declared their belief in 
Baha'u'llah. 

About 115 guests and many 
Baha'is packed the main hall of the 
I:Ia~ratu'I-Quds in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, to capacity for the obser
vance of the 12th Day of RiQvan. 

Auxiliary Board member Asfaw 
Tessema spoke about Biblical 
prophecy and the principles of the 
Faith. A lively question-and
answer period followed. 

A buffet dinner prepared by the 
women's committee provided a 
further opportunity for discussions 
between the friends and their 
guests. Conversations continued 
until late in the evening. 

Bophuthatswana 
More than 60 Baha'is attended a 

Baha'i Summer School last De
cember 15-22 in Bophuthatswana, 
South Africa. 

Counsellor William Masehla and 
Auxiliary Board members Daniel 
Ramaroesi and Gilbert Tombisa 
were among the participants in the 
school, which was held in Mont
shiwa, western Bophuthatswana. 
The Baha'is traveled to the school 
from Pretoria, Johannesburg, 
Botswana, and even as far as East 
London. 

The friends were reminded that 
the time is short and the tasks great 
to prepare for the establishment of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Bophuthatswana at Riqvan 1981, a 
goal set by the Universal House of 
Justice. 
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Ireland 

Some of the 50 participants at a four
day spring school held ill Londonderry, 
Northern Ireland, in April. Two Aux
iliary Board members amt a II/el/lber of 
the National Spiritual Assell/bly of the 

The Gambia 

An American Baha'i, Ann 
McCrory, on the first leg of a 
nine-month teaching trip through 
Africa and Asia, conducted 

Uruguay 

This traveling teachil1g team, com
posed of two Germal1 believers, two 
Americans alld a Dutch Balui'i, per
formed during a meetillg at the Balui'i 
Center in MOl1tevideo, UruguaJ/, that 
was attended by 25 people. III addition 

t' 

United Kingdom attellded with believ
ers from many places in Ireland. Class
es focused on responsibilities and re
wards of fathers and mothers and 
spiritual education. 

children's classes and held 
firesides in 20 localities in The 
Gambia, Africa, last September. 

She spoke at three high schools 
in Banjul, the, capital city of The 
Gambia, as a part of the National 
Spiritual Assembly's effort aimed 
at reaching those who are edu
cated. 

to music, the program featured slides of 
the Baha'i Holy Places alld a discussioll 
of the tenets oithe Faith. At the left is a 
member of the Spiritual Assembly of 
Montevideo. 



Venezuela 
Donald Witzel, a Counsellor for 

South America, and Auxiliary 
Board members Frank Mann and 
Cecilia Perez conducted a teaching 
conference June 22 in Camurica, 
Venezuela, that was attended by 
more than 50 believers, 90 per cent 
of whom are Carina Indians. 

Guillermo Revalledo, a Carina 
believer, addressed the audience in 
his native language, exhorting 
them to deepen and to obey the 
hws of Baha'u'llah in order to 
make further spiritual progress. 

Dominican Republic 

Delegates and guests gathered at the 
National Convention of the Baha'is of 
the Dominican Republic that was held 

Forty-four children learned 
prayers and songs during separate 
sessions planned for them. Later, 
the children joined the adults to 
sing and pray. 

Thirteen believers volunteered 
to join teaching teams in response 
to a call made during the confer
ence. Carmen Daniel, a 77-year
old believer, offered to teach 
children's classes each week. 

Donald Witzel, a Continental 
Counsellor for South America, and 

in San Pedro de Macoris. Carmen de 
Burafato, a Continental Counsellor for 

- -- -- --~~---, 

four members of the Auxiliary 
Board participated in a national 
teaching conference that was held 
June 21 in Ciudad Bolivar, Ven
ezuela. 

Auxiliary Board members 
George Child, Frank Mann, Diane 
Lotfi and Cecilia Perez were among 
the 34 participants. 

The conference, held in the 
Grand Hotel Bolivar under the aus
pices of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors, received publicity in 
two newspapers and over a local 
radio station. 
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Falkland Islands 

More 180 children in the 
Falkland Islands participated in an 
art contest sponsored by the Local 
Spiritual Assembly of Stanley, Falk
land Islands, in honor of the United 
Nations International Year of the 
Child. 

Publicity included flyers with 
contest rules that were placed in 
each post office box in the town 
and, along with UNICEF posters, 
in local businesses. Extensive radio 

Benin 
The first Beninese Baha'i mar

riage and a public meeting in con
junction with the International Year 
of the Child highlighted the annual 
Baha'i School last December 20-23 
at the Baha'i National Center in 
Cotonou. 

"Let'S Follow in the Footsteps of 
Mr. Olinga" was the theme of class
es organized by the National 
Teaching Committee and con
ducted primarily by Baha'i youth of 
Cotonou. Sessions focused on the 
Central Figures of the Faith, Baha'i 
history, basic Teachings and prayer. 

More than 60 people attended the 
public IYC meeting that featured 
talks entitled "The Child Is the Fu
ture" and "The Responsibility of 
Adults Toward Children." A lively 
question-and-answer session and 
an exhibition entitled "The Rights of 
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publicity spot announce
ments that featured eight-year old 
Eli Sheridan inviting other children 
to submit a picture that could be 
selected for the 1981 UNICEF cal
endar. 

Approximately 150 people vis
ited the display of contest entries in 
the Stanley Town Hall each day. 
The Assembly selected a panel of 
judges that chose 20 winning en
tries. Live radio coverage of the 

the Child" installed in a hall of the 
National Center were other features 
of the public meeting. The event 
provided an opportunity for contact 

L=.J 

Members of the Spiritual Assembly of 
Cotonou, Benin, joined the wedding 
party of Mr. and Mrs. Nicolas Kinmeto 
who were married at the National Cen
ter last December. The wedding, the 

- - --------, 

Young visitors to the Stanley Town Hall 
examine pictures submitted by more 
than 180 children from throughout the 
Falkland Islands to a UNICEF art ron
test sponsored by the Spiritual Assem
bly of Stanley in observance of the Inter
national Year of the Child. 

announcement of winning entries 
included interviews with local 
Baha'is. 

Each of the 20 winners was given 
a hand-lettered and illuminated 
parchment certificate, prizes of 
picture puzzles and books that had 
been purchased from the United 
States Committee for UNICEF, and 
a UNICEF calendar. 

The Assembly reported that 
eight of the pictures sent to 
UNICEF were considered of suf
ficiently high quality to be sub
mitted to the nominating board for 
possible use in the UNICEF 
calendar. 

The largest efforts in support of 
the United Nations in the Falkland 
Islands are those sponsored by the 
Baha'is. 

between the National Spiritual As
sembly and many officials and or
ganizations. 

first Beninese Baha'i marriage, was 
attended by moTe than 25 people and 
took place during the annual Baha'i 
School. 





• 

Australia 

"A spectacular temple which 
will adorn the Indian city of Delhi" 
is how "The Journal of the Institute 
of Engineers, Australia" describes 
the design of the Mother Temple of 
the Indian subcontinent. 

An article in the Journal's 
January 25, 1980, edition includes a 
reference to the Baha'i belief in the 
unity of religions, a photograph of 

Laos 
Approximately 40 believers and 

their non-Baha'i guests attended a 
Naw-Rtiz party at the l:Ia?-ira
tu'l-Quds in Vientiane, Laos. 

Among the guests was the sec
retary of the committee on religious 
affairs In the Ministry of Education, 
Sport and Culture. The National 
Spiritual Assembly of Laos has 
been making efforts to fully ac
quaint the government of Laos 
with the nature of the Faith. 

The government official at the 
Naw-Rtiz celebration, Mr. South
one, expressed his favorable im
pression of the dignity and simplic
ity of the Baha'i gathering. 

" the model of the Temple, and de-
tails of its unique structural fea
tures. 

The article points out that the 
first task of the structural en
gineers, Flint and Neill, was to de
fine numerically the geometry of 
the concrete shells or "petals" of 
the lotus blossom, so that their 
structure could be analyzed. 

Brazil 

Some of the approximately 60 people 
who participated ill the Riqvtill celebra
tioll in Sao Paulo, Brazil. The obser-

Some of the 350 beliroers who attended 
a national teaching conference last 
Jalluary 11-13 ill Canberra, Australia. 
The coizference, held immediately after 
a two-day natiollal youth collference at 
the same site, had as its theme 'Hold
ers of a Predous T rus t . ' 

vallce was held in the countryside Ilear 
Sao Paulo. 
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WITH SORROWFUL HEARTS ANNOUNCE PASSING BELOVED HAND 
CAUSE ADELBERT MUHLSCHLEGEL. GRIEVOUS LOSS SUSTAINED EN
TIRE BAHA'I WORLD PARTICULARLY FELT EUROPE MAIN ARENA HIS 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICES CAUSE GOD. SERVING FOR MANY YEARS 
NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY GERMANY HE BECAME AFTER ELE
V ATION RANK HAND CAUSE ONE OF CHAMPION BUILDERS EMERG
ING EUROPEAN BAHA'I COMMUNITY CONSTANTL Y TRAVELLING 
ENCOURAGING RAISING SPIRITS FRIENDS RESIDING WHEREVER 
SERVICES MOST NEEDED FINALLY PIONEERING GREECE AND SUR
RENDERING HIS SOUL PIONEERING POST. HIS CONSTANT WILLING
NESS SERVE HIS ABILITY ENDEAR HIMSELF BELIEVERS AND OTHERS 
ALIKE BY HIS LOVING GENTLENESS SERENE HUMILITY RADIANT 
DEDICATION BLESSED BEAUTY PROVIDE WONDERFUL EXAMPLE 
BAHA'I LIFE. ADVISE FRIENDS COMMEMORATE HIS PASSING AND 
REQUEST BEFITTING MEMORIAL SERVICES ALL MOTHER TEMPLES. 
KINDL Y INFORM BOARD COUNSELLORS. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
July 29, 1980 
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The media 

Baha'I radio-television conference in Peru 
helps plan world's second Baha'I radio station 

By MICHAEL J. STOKES 
United by a common desire that greater num

bers of people should hear the Message of Baha' -
u'llah, and by their professional backgrounds or 
interest in mass communications media, about 
100 Baha'is gathered May 29-June 2 in Puno, 
Peru, for the International Baha'i Radio and Tel
evision Conference of Lake Titicaca. 

Sponsored by the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Peru and organized by its Na
tional Radio and Television Committee, the con
ference was attended by two members of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors for South 
America, Mas'ud Khamsi and RaUl Pavon. 

Also participating were Dean Stephens of 
Puerto Rico and Mrs. Susan Leich McLaren of 
Trinidad and Tobago, who serve as assessors of 
the various radio and television projects in Latin 
America under the direction of the Audio-Visual 
Department of the Universal House of Justice. 

The purpose of the conference was to help in 
the planning of a new Baha'i radio station-to be 
based near the village of Chuquito, about 16 kil
ometers (10 miles) southeast of Puno-and to 
share the knowledge Baha'is have accumu
lated in the field of mass communications over a 
period of nearly 40 years. 

The crisp, cloudless days added to the inspira
tion provided by the sight of world-famous Lake 
Titicaca, the highest navigable lake in the world 
at 3,812 meters (about 12,580 feet) above sea 
level. In the villages and countryside that sur
round its approximately 7,500 square kilometers, 
one can see the present-day heritage of two great 
cultures-the Quechua speakers, descendants of 
the Incas, and the Aymaras, who also main
tain their own language. Added to this cultural 
confluence is the presence of a Spanish-speaking 
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population with its own distinct contributions. 
It is here that the world's second Baha'i-opera

ted radio station will be built to serve these high
ly receptive people. The project, approved by the 
Universal House of Justice and moving toward 
reality under the guidance of the National Spiri
tual Assembly of Peru, formed one of the princi
pal themes of the conference. The other con
cerned obtaining radio and television time for 
Baha'i programming at low or no cost. 

By Thursday morning, May 29, nearly all the 
delegates, representing nine Latin American 
countries from Panama to Chile, as well as Aus
tralia, Canada, Iran, Trinidad and Tobago, and 
the United States, had arrived. The friends gath
ered in the auditorium of the Universidad Nacional 
Technica del Altiplano (National Technical Univer
sity of the Altiplano), the conference site, to hear 
opening prayers in Quechua, A ymara, Spanish, 
Portuguese, Persian and English. The official 
languages of the conference were Spanish and 
English. 

After the delegates were welcomed by mem
bers of the conference committee, Counsellors 
Pavon and Khamsi were called upon to present 
the opening remarks. 

Mr. Pavon dedicated the conference to the 
memory of the late, beloved Hand of the Cause 
of God, Ral)matu'llah Muhajir, who died last 
December while on a teaching trip to Ecuador. 
Mr. Pavon said that whatever was learned at the 
conference must be learned in the light of mass 
teaching, of entry by troops. He cited various 
pieces of news showing that the Faith has grown 
dramatically at all levels of society and in all areas 
of Latin America. For example: in Chile, 1,200 
enrollments in a single month; in Brazil, the 
opening of 16 localities to the Faith in five days; 



in Peru, the great receptivity in the city of Puiio 
even before the conference began. 

Mr. Pavon went on to predict an unprece
dented expansion of the Faith in the Andean alti
plano region of Bolivia and Peru. We already 
know, he said, that radio helps facilitate the 
teaching process, so that what we must do now 
is concentrate on improving our methods to bol
ster this all-important aim. 

Mr. Khamsi said his thoughts were on the 
friends in iran, who are suffering such terrible 
persecutions, wishing that they might know that 
such a marvelous conference was taking place in 
another part of the world. We can inform 
them, he said, through the power of the com
munications media. This is the power of the Rev
elation of Baha'u'llah, he reminded his listen
ers, recalling a story attributed to the Bab and 
His companions who were caught in a storm at 
sea and were unable to notify those ashore of 
the danger. It was on that occasion, said Mr. 
Khamsi, that the Blessed Bab is said to have im
plored God that man might discover a means to 
circumvent distance in his communications. 

This conference, the Counsellor continued, 
was destined to inspire a new use of the mass 
media that would bring new victories for the 
Faith. But we Baha'is are behind others in taking 
advantage of these powerful instruments, he 
said, and that must change. Mr. Khamsi also 
thanked Mr. Stephens, who had suggested the 
conference as a stimulus to the new radio project 
and as a means of sharing knowledge in the area 
of mass communications. 

Mrs. Isabel de Sanchez, secretary of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Peru, read that 
body's message to the conference. It expressed 
the hope that new standards would arise from 
the gathering that would orient the work of the 
believers to make possible a fuller utilization of 
mass communications that would enable the in
habitants of the region and the entire planet to 
know of the healing Message of Baha'u'llah. 

"Never in history has man had such powerful 
means of communication as those we now 
have," the message continued, "and, nonethe
less, how incapable we are of using this instru
ment for the betterment of humanity. Rather, the 
lack of knowledge, of a true ideal, of ethical 
norms have made of this instrument an accelera
tor of the spiritual decadence of society. How 
great, therefore, is the spiritual responsibility of 
the Baha'is, who have had the blessing of being 
able to draw near to the Source of wisdom and 
guidance, of sharing with their fellow-beings 
that which s!gnifies their only salvation and ref
uge. It is because we are conscious of this re
sponsibility that we are here, anxious to learn 
and eager to work in this vast field." 

The message concluded by saying that the 
cornerstone is being laid for the building of a new 
spiritual culture that will fulfill the promise of 
'Abdu'l-Baha, in which He says that the indige
nous peoples" ... will become so illumined that 
they will illumine the entire world." Mentioning 
the key role of radio in the Andean countries, the 
message highlighted the importance of reaching 
these peoples in their own tongues, thus increas
ing their understanding so that each one in those 
regions might be converted into a brilliant star. 

Mr. Stephens then reminded the friends of 
how special it was to be making Baha'i history at 
this conference. He recalled the first such gather
ing of Baha'is in this field in Puerto Rico in 1975, 
and remembered having said, "Here we are, few 
in number, but if we don't do this work, who 
will? We're all we've got!" 

Centering his talk on one of the main confer
ence themes, that of using radio and television 
by means that are free or at low cost, Mr. 
Stephens pointed to the crisis in the Baha'i Fund 
and the need to utilize the mass media in such a 
way as to achieve the maximum results with each 
effort. 

He also addressed the matter of assistance to 
the new Peruvian radio project, calling for a shar
ing of experience on the part of its sister com-

Baha'is relax between sessions at the International Baha'i Radio 
and Television Conference in Puna, Peni. 
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munity, Ecuador, which has had the first Baha'i 
radio station in operation for more than two 
years, and an international exchange of ideas 
among Baha'is in the communications field. 

Finally, Mr. Stephens cited the message from 
the Universal House of Justice for Naw-Ruz 1980 
that said "unprecedented publicity has been ac
corded the Cause of God, chiefly as a result of 
the persecutions in Iran. In addition significant 
gains have been made in the Baha'i radio opera
tion in South America, where short wave trans
mission has greatly extended the range of Radio 
Baha'i in Otavalo, Ecuador, and where a new 
station is being established in Puno,.Peru, on the 
shores of Lake Titicaca. Both these achievements 
offer immeasurable new opportunities for the 
teaching, proclamation and consolidation of the 
Cause in that area." 

Mrs. McLaren, also representing the Audio
Visual Department of the Universal House of 
Justice, said that while 39 countries had a goal of 
using the mass media more effectively and ex
tensively during the Five Year Plan, there are 67 
countries with that same goal in the Seven Year 
Plan. She echoed Mr. Stephens' reminder that 
we mus t use the mass media to the highest de
gree possible, meanwhile taking advantage of 
free or low-cost time, in view of the present crisis 
in the Fund. She asked that everyone think 
about this, and pray that God might illumine 
their hearts and minds so that we can reach that 
goal. 

As coordinator for CIRBAL, the Baha'i Radio 
Interchange for Latin America, Mrs. McLaren 
mentioned various materials that are available, 
and said the conference was an ideal setting for 
the interchange of ideas among the friends. 

She recalled the sentiments of Dr. Muhajir, 
expressed shortly before his death, that the con
ference would prove successful and would ob
tain results, not only for the altiplano, but for the 
entire world. 

As the auditorium was somewhat cool owing 
to the winter weather, the friends took advan
tage of the between-session breaks to warm up 
outside in the sun, and to teach among the uni
versity students, many of whom were curious 
about the Baha'i Faith and its message. By the 
end of the first break there were three declara
tions, and there would be more than 20 before 
the conference ended. 

In a second address to the conference that af
ternoon, Counsellor Pavon spoke about the use 
of mass media in the Faith. "The message must 
go everywhere, to all parts," he said, "but what 
should we communicate? That it is the principal 
duty of every human being to accept Baha'u'llah 
and to follow His Teachings." 

How we communicate, he added, is very impor-
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tant, saying that we must display an atti
tude as Baha'is that we are followers and observ
ers of Baha'u'llah's Teachings. We must, he said, 
communicate our love for Baha'u'llah and our 
total unity. We must tell everyone about the focal 
point to which he must direct himself to become 
spiritualized: Baha'u'llah and His blessings for all 
mankind. "In this light," he said, "mass com
munication means communicating the Creative 
Word plus our feeling of certitude and faith in 
Baha' u'llah." 

Fernando Schianterelli, an Auxiliary Board 
member who is a television and film producer in 
Lima, presented the philosophy and objectives 
guiding the Radio Baha'i of Lake Titicaca project, 
saying that such a station implies causing a 
change in the individual to bring about a new 
World Order through the Revealed Word. 

"Radio Baha'i must serve everyone," he em
phasized. "We must educate for material and 
spiritual needs. We must be a part of the com
munity. We must have a clear life objective that is 
admired by our audience." 

The tone of the conference then shifted from 
new hopes to present realities as Marcelo Quin
tero, an announcer, writer and member of the 
Commission for Radio Baha'i in Ecuador, and Al
fredo Espin, an announcer at the station from its 
very first days, made the first of several presenta
tions on behalf of Radio Baha'i. 

They told of how the success of Baha'i pro
grams on a local commercial radio station in 
Ecuador had led Counsellor Pavon and other 
Ecuadorian Baha'is to advance the idea of seek
ing permission from the government for a Baha'i
owned and operated station. After three long 
years of prayers and patience and waiting, the 
license was granted, the station built, and 
broadcasting begun on a regular basis late in 
1977. The presentation of the early history of the 
station ended with a description of its formal in
auguration in August 1978 and the first annual 
festival of folkloric music sponsored by Radio 
Baha'i. 

A pleasant surprise for those at the confer
ence was the unexpected arrival of Kamran 
Mansuri, a Persian pioneer to Ecuador who 
gave much of his time and knowledge to the 
early stages of the project and served, at the 
request of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Ecuador, as the station's first manager. 

Mr. Mansuri showed his home-made 8mm 
film of the construction of the station, including 
the difficult and dangerous erection of the an
tenna in Cajas, near Otavalo, and concluding 
with the friends gathered to listen to the first 
historic broadcast of Radio Baha'i in Ecuador on 
October 12, 1977. One could sense the enthusi
asm and anticipation of the Peruvian friends for 



The official photo of the International Baha'i RiuIio and Tele- world's second Baha'i radio station soon to be built near 
vision Conference of Lake Titicaca was taken at the site of the Puno, PerU. 

what lies ahead as they looked back on the 
achievements of their sister community to the 
north. 

The delegates enjoyed a social evening of 
singing and special presentations organized by 
the youth of Peru. A part of the program was 
the presentation by representatives from Bolivia 
and Puerto Rico of recent developments in the 
use of mass media in their respective commun
ities. 

The Bolivians, who have been placing Baha'i 
programs on radio with national coverage for a 
number of years, told of the present reorganiza
tion of the national office and the work of the 
friends who share in the writing, production, 
and distribution of materials. 

The delegate from Puerto Rico, Kurt Grove, a 
pioneer from the United States, outlined the 
success of a multi-media campaign using radio, 
TV, newspapers, posters, and direct mail 
throughout the island. All materials are based 
on a single theme, "Crece con nosotros" (Grow 
with us). 

A number of university students attended the 
program at the invitation of the conference com
mittee, and the delegates were delighted to hear 
that nine more of them had declared their belief 
in Baha'u'llah during the course of the evening. 

Counsellor Khamsi, the first speaker at Fri
day's morning session, focused on the relation
ship of the Counsellors to Radio Baha'i. Like 
any believer, he said, the Counsellors must 
place themselves wherever there is a need to 

help the Faith. Radio, he said, is vitally impor
tant in the teaching work, and for that reason, 
the Counsellors are solidly behind it. 

Mr. Khamsi reviewed the modest beginnings 
of the use of radio in Ecuador in the 1940s and 
Bolivia in the 1950s, recalling that funds were 
few but the programming was beneficial. The 
project in Ecuador, he said, launched a new 
stage in the relationship of radio to the Faith. 

In a presentation on the spiritual prerequi
sites for working on a Baha'i radio project, Mr. 
Stephens listed 10 items, led by the necessity of 
having a Baha'i perspective of one's work and 
devotion to Baha'u'llah and His Cause. Talent, 
although admittedly important, was the last 
item on his list. 

Miss Maria Eugenia Gonzalez, a delegate from 
Peru and a professional radio broadcaster, re
viewed the characteristics of radio broadcasting, 
including its advantage of being the most wide
spread communications medium and its disad
vantage of having less impact on its audience 
than, say, television, because it is listened to 
less attentively. Its greatest power, according to 
Miss Gonzalez, lies in its ability to suggest a sit
uation to the listener in such a way that he or 
she will be encouraged to seek a solution. 

Other Peruvian Baha'is spoke of actual suc
cesses. Omar Brdarevic of Lima told of the as
sistance provided by the National Radio and 
Television Committee to Baha'i communities in 
placing materials with stations in various locali
ties. He related the success of approaching sta-
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tion managers with Baha'i materials to be 
broadcast free as a service to the community. 

Raymundo Quinones of Puno spoke of an
other aspect of the work, that of preparing pro
grams in Quechua and Aymara for use in the 
Lake region. He related the bemused reaction of 
the indigenous friends upon hearing their own 
voices on radio for the first time. Whereas be
fore they had been somewhat anxious about 
participating, they now became eager to help. 
Scripts were written and produced, but only 
very slowly in a workshop at the Baha'i Institute 
in luli, Peni. 

At last, he said, the programs were broadcast 
regularly over a commercial station in Puno. 
When Mr. Quinones went into the countryside 
to see how they were being received, he found 
to his delight that not only were people listen
ing to the programs and learning about the 
Faith, they were asking for more programs of 
even greater length. 

A moment of high artistic value in the confer
ence came with the recital by Pancho Amenabar 
of several inspirational poems with guitar ac
companiment. Mr. Amenabar, who recently re
turned to Chile after having lived for 13 years in 
Spain, was one-half of the professional duo 
"Dia Prometido" (Promised Day) that recorded 
six long-playing albums during its years of suc
cess. 

Types of programs useful in delivering the 
Baha'i Message was the topic of a talk by Mi
chael Stokes, a delegate from Ecuador. He 
spoke of the effectiveness of having truly news
worthy Baha'i events covered on local news
casts, and of the importance of keeping report
ers and station managers apprised of Baha'i ac
tivities and facts about the Faith. 

He mentioned several other kinds of formats, 
ranging from group discussions to radio drama, 
and devotional programs produced either by 
the station with Baha'i participation, or by the 
Baha'is themselves. One suggestion was that of 
a "fireside of the air" with non-Baha'is partici
pating as guests. Mr. Stokes noted that on one 
such program in Ecuador, there were declara
tions on the air. 

Miss Ann Miller, another delegate from Ec
uador and a member of its National Spiritual 
Assembly, discussed the elements of radio in a 
Baha'i context, including the proper use of the 
Creative Word, construction of the text, and the 
integration of music and sound effects. 

During a break in the afternoon's proceed
ings, Mr. Schianterelli disclosed that he had just 
returned with several other conference partici
pants from what they had been told would be a 
"workshop" with the regional radio announc
ers' association. Instead, they had found them-
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selves in front of live microphones for a broad
cast over a chain of radio stations that form the 
"Lake Titicaca Network." Each of them was in
terviewed and given ample time not only to ex
plain the nature of the conference, but to pro-
claim in detail the Message of Baha'u'llah. 

More success stories were shared. Dr. Ale
jandro Reid of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Chile told of the appearance of Baha'is on a 
variety program on the most powerful radio sta
tion in that country. He also said free weekly 
programs about the Faith were being broadcast 
in the city of Temuco. 

The Brazilian delegation, consisting of 10 
youth and young adults, astonished the confer
ence with story after story of the victories being 
won in Brazil through the efforts of its new Na
tional Radio-Television Committee. 

As an example, they cited the television pro
gram, "Unity in Diversity" -broadcast for one
half hour weekly in the city of Victoria. It has 
been on the air regularly, for two and one-half 
years at no cost to the Baha'is. Some of its 
guests have been the Hand of the Cause Dr. 
Muhajir, Counsellor Pavon, and members of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of Brazil. 

In the same city, they said, there is a daily 
five-minute radio program about the Faith 
broadcast at very low cost. 

In the city of Manaus, the Baha'is started with 
radio spot announcements, and the station re
quested more programming. Production stu
dios now exist in a number of cities besides 
Manaus to handle an increasing demand for 
Baha'i broadcast materials. 

One of the more unusual developments of the 
conference took place on Friday evening when 
about 100 university students, members of the 
local Communist student organization, entered 
the auditorium and were seated with the friends. 

These students, unhappy that a "religious 
sect" was using the university facilities, wanted 
to debate the Faith with those present and to of
fer their views of the Communist system. 

Counsellor Khamsi took the stage and asked 
if the students might not want to hear about the 
Faith and its principles before debating it. Al
though some of the student leaders said they al
ready knew about religion and did not wish to 
hear more, the majority urged that Mr. Khamsi 
be allowed to speak. 

With that, the Counsellor presented a tactful 
and impressive IS-minute summary of the Faith 
from a materialist viewpoint, explaining that 
while the Baha'is are fully aware that religion 
is in a corrupted state, and has been a source of 
oppression and control of people in the past, 
the influence of pure religion on society cannot 
be ignored or belittled. He urged his listeners to 



look at the influence of religion, speaking of the 
great advances in science and mathematics that 
resulted from the Islamic Revelation-advances 
so profound that they form the base of science 
to this date and enabled man to travel to the 
moon. 

He further explained that the Baha'i beliefs 
are not blind or unchallenged, that we reject 
superstition and see the necessity for harmony 
and balance between science and religion. The 
Counsellor agreed with some of the points 
made by Marx and Lenin, but said they were 
misinformed about religion. He pointed out that 
the Revelation of Baha'u'llah, because it takes 
into account man's total reality, spiritual and 
material, is the Agency that is truly adequate to 
the needs of this day and offers the complete so
lution to the problems that beset mankind. 

During the time allotted for rebuttal, the stu
dent leaders raised many issues that already 
had been addressed by Mr. Khamsi. When time 
ran out, they asked that the discussion be con
tinued the following day. However, they did 
not return, despite having asked for books 
about the Faith, presumably to enhance their 
understanding of its point of view so that they 
might be better able to attack it. 

The students left cordially and without inci
dent. The most important result of the debate, 
in the opinion of many of the friends, was that it 
had offered an opportunity to proclaim the 
Faith to those who otherwise might not have 
heard about it, students who showed an appar
ent concern for social conditions and who may 
well accept the Faith once they can see its pre
cepts more clearly. 

On Saturday, May 31, Mr. Dexter, a member 
of the Radio Commission for Baha'i Radio in 
Ecuador, shared a compilation of all of the guid
ance from the World Centre since the beginning 
of the project, encompassing the hopes and 
specific instructions of the Universal House of 
Justice and its Audio-Visual Department. 

Miss Grima Flores and Alberto Guerrero of 
the Otavalo staff presented an overview of the 
various kinds of social services provided by 
Radio Baha'i, ranging from announcements of 
community activities to help in locating lost 
children. 

Eduardo Sandoval then discussed the music 
format of Radio Baha'i, which he described as 
the base for gaining a solid and devoted listen
ership. He reminded the friends of the need to 
select carefully the music used on a Baha'i radio 
station, as we must constantly reflect the dig
nity of the Faith. 

In the afternoon, the delegates went by bus to 
Chuquito, site of the future Radio Baha'i of Lake 
Titicaca. The physical beauty of the lake and 

surrounding hills under a brilliant blue sky en
graved an unforgettable image on the mind of 
each participant. 

After an explanation of the site by Mr. Ste
phens, the friends formed a large circle by hold
ing hands and chanted and recited prayers and 
sang various Baha'i songs. Later that evening, 
when the call went out for volunteers to help 
with the future Radio Baha'i, some 20 of the 
friends arose. Some will come to Pufio as pio
neers; others will help on a part-time basis as 
their services are neede~ .. 

Obtaining radio time free or at low cost was 
the subject of a presentation later that afternoon 
by two delegates from the United States: Doug
las Carpa, a member of the Greater Phoenix 
(Arizona) Media Committee, and Burl Barer, 
president of Barer, Goldblatt and Associates, a 
Washington State advertising firm, who is bet
ter known to American Baha'is as "Jeff Reyn
olds" of the radio series "Baha'i Perspective: 
The Jeff Reynolds Show." 

Each of them stressed the importance of lay
ing solid groundwork by contacting the media, 
getting to know their personnel, and maintain-

Baha'is from Ecuador who attended the International Balui'i 
Radio and Television Conference of Lake Titicaca included Coun
sellor Raul Pavon (center front wearing dark glasses), the reci
pient of the John Stearns award; Mrs. Maria Perugachi (second 
from left), a member of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Ecuador, and Auxiliary Board member Ralph Dexter. Also 
shown are U.S. pioneers to Ecuador Ann Miller, Janet Dexter 
and Michael Stokes (second, third and fourth from left in back 
row) and pioneer from Persia Manuchir Kamran (second from 
right in back row). 
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ing an accurate fact sheet about the Faith with 
each local station. 

An especially exciting mument came Satur
day afternoon with the announcement of the 
winner of the John Stearns Award, honoring 
the memory of a Baha'i pioneer from the U.5. to 
Ecuador in the 1940s who was one of the first in 
Latin America to use radio for the proclamation 
of the Faith. The handsomely engraved plaque 
that includes a photo of the antenna and trans
mitter of Radio Baha'i in Ecuador was presented 
amid the cheers of the delegates to "the father 
of Radio Baha'i, Counsellor Raul Pavon." 

A dinner Saturday evening for local officials 
in Puno was attended by 40 delegates and four 
local administrators. Following the dinner, 
Counsellor Khamsi spoke on the basic teachings 
of the Faith, emphasizing its non-partisan na
ture and the obedience of Baha'is to govern
ment. 

Each of the four officials spoke warmly of the 
Faith, with the last one saying that she felt at the 
meeting that she was part of a family. She clear
ly recognized the great need for these teachings, 
she said, and expressed a desire to become a 
part of the Faith. 

The final day of the conference began with a 
presentation of the effects of Radio Baha'i in Ec
uador on the teaching there by Miss Maria 
Perugachi, a member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Ecuador and its Radio Commis
sion; Mrs. Janet Dexter, and Mrs. Mercedes 
Quimbo. 

Dr. James Theroux from the U.5. spoke about 
radio and education, warning that radio can 
create a sense of dependence in the listener, es
pecially in the rural poor who have few other 

Jose Luis Reyes, one of the chairmen of the International B~ha'i 
Radio and Television Conference, is shown with (left to rzght) 
Omar Brdarevic, a member of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Peni; Maria Eugenia GonZilles, the conference'S other chairman, 
and Susan McLaren of CIRBAL, the Baha'i Radio Interchange 
fOT Latin America. 
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sources of information. We must use radio, he 
said, in such a way that it will encourage each 
listener to become an independent light. 

Mrs. Marcia Day, long-time manager of the 
Baha'i recording duo, Seals and Crofts, spoke of 
a practical solution to the need for more Baha'i 
TV programs by sending a trained crew into a 
country with a mini-camera unit. This team, she 
said, would train local Baha'is in the production 
process and would leave behind finished pro
grams. 

Mrs. Day also proposed that Baha'is consider 
buying small commercial radio stations in their 
respective countries. Counsellor Pavon sug
gested that such a venture might be a family op
eration, done commercially but with Baha'i 
standards, with a certain amount of time re
served daily for the Faith. 

Mr. Pavon brought the conference to a close, 
saying that it was more like finishing a party 
and looking forward to the next one. "That 
which will happen from this time forward will 
unite us," he said. "We will all leave here a little 
different, with the knowledge that the Faith will 
be established of its own force, but knowing al
so that we have a most marvelous opportunity 
today to serve Baha'u'llah. When the time 
comes that we must defend the Cause, it will 
grow in a way that we cannot imagine now." 

Twenty-six conference participants from sev
eral countries agreed to remain in Puno an addi
tional week for teaching projects around Lake 
Titicaca designed to take advantage of the 
splendid publicity generated by this most suc
cessful gathering. 

They would meet one week later in La Paz, 
Bolivia, for a satellite conference on the teaching 
work, sharing their teaching experiences and 
their confirmation that the use of radio in the 
area had indeed opened doors for the Faith. But 
however great that influence may have been in 
the past, it is only a prelude to the possibilities 
inherent in Radio Baha'i of Lake Titicaca, for 
which these and other Baha'is had helped lay 
the groundwork at this historic conference. 



Marianas 
Baha'f 
Center 

Baha'is and guests enter the Baha'i Na
tional Center of the Mariana Islands at 
its dedication ceremony held May 23, 
1980. The Center is in the community 
of Malojloj on the island of Guam in the 

Pacific Ocean. At the right in this 
photo is Edgar A. Olson, a long-time 
pioneer to Guam who spoke the words 
of dedication before cutting the ribbon 
at the entrance to the Center. 

Gala dedication ceremony is held 
on 136th anniversary of Faith's birth 

May 23, 1980, the 136th anniversary of the in
ception of the Baha'i Faith in Persia (iran), was 
the date chosen for the dedication of the National 
J:Ia~iratu'I-Quds of the Mariana Islands. 

The National Center for the Marianas is in 
Malojloj, municipality of Inarajan, Guam, an 
area of high land on the island's southeastern 
coast, less than one mile from the site of the fu
ture Mashriqu'l-Adhkar. 

The program, held outdoors under canopies 
adjacent to the J:Ia~iratu'I-Quds, was attended 
by dignitaries that included Jose G. Roberto and 
Larry Aflague, both representing the Governor 
of Guam, the Honorable Paul M. Calvo. 

Among the Baha'is present were the Honora
ble Richard H. Benson, a member of the Conti
nental Board of Counsellors for North Eastern 
Asia and a judge of the Superior Court of Guam, 
and six members of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Mariana Islands, elected the previ
ous month: Dr. David M. Earl, Dr. Thomas 
Smithwick, Mrs. Patricia Daniels, Herbert John
son, Wesley Daniels, and Dr. Anna J. Smith
wick, all from Guam. The other members of the 

National Assembly, Sisan Suda, John Spock Jr. 
and Patricia Murday, all from Saipan, were un
able to attend. 

The half-hour program began with the song, 
"Nightingale of Paradise," sung by Mrs. Barbara 
Jamison, and the prayer, "0 Thou Kind Lord," 
read by Mrs. Cynthia Pruski. 

Dr. Earl, who is chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, explained the significance of 
the occasion and the purpose of the building 
being dedicated. The program continued with 
readings from the scriptures of the Jewish, Chris
tian, Muslim and Baha'i Faiths, and the song, 
"Blessed Is the Spot," sung by Mrs. Jamison. 

Then came the moment of dedication. Spoken 
by Edgar A. Olson, a long-time pioneer to 
Guam, the words rang out: " ... dedicated to 
the three fundamental verities animating and 
underlying the Baha'i Faith-the unity of God, 
the unity of His Prophets, the unity of man
kind." 

Following another prayer, Mr. Olson cut the 
ribbon at the building's entrance, and the Baha'is 
and their guests entered. 
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Baha'I studies 
I 

Steady growth, development mark forward progress 
of Canadian Association for Studies on Baha'f Faith 

In its message of Naw-Ruz 1974, the Universal 
House ofJustice called upon the Canadian Baha'i 
community as one of its goals in the Five Year 
Plan to 

"Cultivate opportunities for formal presen
tations, courses and lectureships on the 
Baha'i Faith in Canadian universities and 
other institutions of higher learning." 
In January 1975, the National Spiritual As

sembly of the Baha'is of Canada invited some 30 
individuals to a "policy conference," a device the 
National Assembly had frequently and success
fully used to find ways of meeting new chal
lenges. 

The participants came from various back
grounds and from all parts of Canada. They were 
chosen because it was felt that they might contri
bute effectively to an examination of the request 
from the Universal House of Justice. 

The conference, held at the University of Ot
tawa, had two specific objectives: (1) consulta
tion on the above-mentioned goal of the Five 
Year Plan, and (2) planning a one-day confer
ence with scientific, academic and artistic pre
sentations on themes related to or inspired by 
the Baha'i Faith and its Writings. 

The result of consultation during the "policy 
conference" was a recommendation that the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly estqblish a "Canadian 
Association for Studies on the Baha'i Faith." 
Those at the conference expressed a belief that 
such an association represented a traditional 
mode of relating to the university system and 
one that would be most likely to find easy accep
tance by the academic community. 

The Association, it was felt, would at once re
lieve the administrative agencies of the Faith of a 
heavy load of largely extraneous tasks while at 
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the same time opening a new field of service for 
qualified believers. The Association would, 
however, take its basic direction from the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, which would appoint 
the membership of its Executive Committee. 

The recommendation to establish the Associa
tion was approved by the National Assembly at 
its meeting of February 21-24, 1975. The newly
created Executive Committee, which has full re
sponsibility for directing the affairs of the As
sociation, in accordance with its constitution and 
under the direction of the National Assembly, 
met for the first time in May 1975. During this 
and subsequent meetings, the committee de
cided that the Association should direct its atten
tion toward the cultivation of opportunities for 
the formal presentation of the Faith at Canadian 
institutions of higher learning, as directed by the 
Universal House ofJustice in 1974 and reinforced 
in its message to Canada in 1979 inaugurating 
the Seven Year Plan, in which that community 
was directed to 

"Expand the opportunities for teaching in 
Canadian institutions of higher learning 
and further develop the Canadian Associa
tion for Studies on the Baha'i Faith." 
In the committee's opinion, the word "culti

va te" in the House of Justice's message of 
Naw-Ruz 1974 encouraged careful attention to 
the preparatory stages of a program designed to 
awaken the Canadian academic community to 
the existence of the Faith, to make the member!; 
of that community aware of its intellectual and 
spiritual integrity, and to acquaint them with the 
quality of the academic resources that it offers. 

The committee therefore felt that the emphasis 
during its initial phases of work should be on the 
development of the Association's resources. 



With that in mind, it was decided to embark 
upon the objectives of (a) increasing member
ship and contributions among members of the 
Baha'i community; (b) publishing Association 
proceedings and various monographs (Baha'i 
Studies); (c) publishing a textbook on the Baha'i 
Faith as the basis for the development of course 
outlines; (d) convening annual meetings of the 
Association; and (e) making formal presenta
tions at Canadian universities and other institu
tions of higher learning. 

Membership in the Association has shown a 
steady increase, and in a most encouraging 
trend, many Baha'is from outside Canada have 
become members. As of September 1979, mem
bership in the Association stood at 507. 

Thus far, six volumes in the Bah/i'i Studies 
series have been published, under the following 
titles: Volume I, Proceedings of the First Annual 
Meeting of the Association for Studies 011 the Baha'i 
Faith; Volume 2, The Science of Religion; Volume 3, 
The Metaphorical Nature of Physical Reality; Vol
ume 4, Three Studies on Baha'i History; Volume 5, 
The Baha'i Faith in Russia: Two Early Instances; and 
Volume 6, The Violence-Free Society: A Gift for Our 
Children. 

In December 1976, the Executive Committee 
approached a group of scholars at the Universite 
de Montreal who were collaborating with 
Editions Fides on a series of volumes on the 
world's major religions. The purpose was to as
sure that the Faith was accurately treated in the 
series. After further consultation, the group ag
reed to publish a separate volume in the series on 
the Baha'i Faith, under the title La Foi Baha'ie. 
Editions Fides also approved the project. 

The Association sought the advice of the Uni
versal House of Justice concerning suitable au
thors, and approached several who were rec
ommended by the Supreme Body. Eventually, 
two of these writers were commissioned and 
took up the task. The manuscript is now in the 
final stages of preparation prior to publication. 
The committee decided to proceed simultane
ously with an English-language version of the 
book (The Bahti'i Faith), also through a commer
cial publisher. 

The Association held its first and second an
nual meetings at Cedar Glen in Bolton, Ontario, 
near Toronto. Each was attended by more than 
100 individuals. The third annual meeting took 
place in Vancouver, British Columbia, the fourth 
at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education 
in Toronto, and the fifth May 30-June 1, 1980, in 
Ottawa (see Page ). This year's meeting was 
the largest to date with attendance reaching 256. 
In addition to the annual meeting, regional con
ferences were held during 1979 in Halifax, Saska-

• __ ... _ at 

toon, Toronto and Vancouver. 
During the first four years of its existence, the 

Association was able to sponsor the following 
formal presentations and lectures: 

Five lectures by Carol Bowie on "Women in 
the Baha'i Faith" at Laurentian University in 
Sudbury, Ontario. 

Lectures on "Science and Religion" by Dr. Wil
liam S. Hatcher at the University of New Bruns
wick and the University of Alberta at Edmonton. 

Two presentations on "Women in the Baha'i 
Faith" by Elizabeth Kerr- Wilson at Carleton 
University, Ottawa. 

A presentation on "The Function of Revelation 
in Artistic Expression" by D. O. Rogers at the 
Banff Centre School of Fine Arts. 

In 1979, plans were approved for non-credit 
extension courses on the Baha'i Faith to be of
fered at the University of British Columbia and at 
McGill University. Negotiations are under way 
for similar courses at the University of Toronto, 
the University of Ottawa, and Carleton Univer
sity in Ottawa. 

The present objectives of the Association in
clude the following: 

(1) To work toward the creation of a "Centre 
for Studies on the Baha'i Faith." 

(2) To offer qualified Baha'i lecturers to Cana
dian universities and other institutions of higher 
learning. 

(3) To develop curricula for formal courses on 
the Baha'i Faith. 

(4) To encourage university students to study 
the Baha'i Faith as part of their regular academic 
activities and to collect and catalog their theses, 
dissertations, etc. 

(5) To undertake a study of the holdings on 
the Baha'i Faith in Canadian university libraries, 
and to advise these libraries about available ma
terials. 

(6) To encourage the preparation and publica
tion of books, articles, and reviews on the Faith. 

(7) To organize formal conferences for mem
bers and other interested persons, in addition to 
the annual meeting of the Association. 

(8) To publish the serial monograph Baha'i 
Studies. 

(9) To cultivate relationships with university 
administrations, and to acquaint them with the 
nature and aims of the Faith. 

(10) To provide scholarships for Baha'i stu
dents. 

(11) To develop a bibliography on the Baha'i 
Faith, and to keep it updated. 

(12) To propose research projects to Baha'i 
scholars. 

Membership in the Canadian Association for 
Studies on the Baha'i Faith is open to all regis-
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tered Baha'is. Members are entitled to receive 
free registration at annual meetings of the As
sociation, new volumes of Baha'i Studies, and As
sociation bulletins published during the mem
bership year. The Association's address is 224 
Fourth Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada KIS 
2L8. Present annual membership dues are $10 
(U.S.) for students, $15 for adults, and $25 for 
couples. 

The significance of the activities and work of 
the Association was recognized by the Universal 
House of Justice in a letter dated March 19,1979: 

"The efflorescence of the Canadian As
sociation for Baha'i Studies has been, in the 
eyes of the House of Justice, one of the very 
favorable outcomes of the Five Year Plan 
and bodes well for the maturation and emi
nence of the Canadian community." 

Hand of Cause Robarts present 
at Canadian Association's 

fifth annual conference 

The fifth annual meeting of the Canadian As
sociation for Studies on the Baha'i Faith, held 
May 3D-June 1, 1980, in Ottawa, was blessed by 
the presence of the Hand of the Cause of God 
John Robarts. 

Registration at the meeting reached 256, mak
ing it the largest such gathering in the five-year 
history of the Association. Among the partici
pants were Dr. Victor de Araujo, the respresenta
tive of the Baha'i In temational Community to the 
United Nations; a total of six National Spiritual 
Assembly members from Haiti, Switzerland and 
Canada; six Auxiliary Board members, and an 
array of distinguished and much-loved friends 
from throughout Canada, the United States, the 
Caribbean, Mexico, Europe and New Zealand. 

One of the unique events that took place at this 
conference was the initiation of a special lecture
ship in memory of the Hand of the Cause of God 
J:lasan M. Balyuzi. 

Dr. Abbas Afnan and Dr. Muhamed Afnan, 
both of whom were related to Dr. Balyuzi and be
long to the family of the Bab, spoke of the illus
trious lineage of Dr. Balyuzi. The Hand of the 
Cause Mr. Robarts spoke about Mr. Balyuzi as a 
member of the Institution of the Hands, remind
ing his audience of the immensity of the respon
sibility that the Hands of the Cause shouldered 
during the years between the passing of the be
loved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, and the elec
tion in 1963 of the Universal House of Justice. 
This period, said Mr. Robarts, will no doubt be 
recorded as one of the most important in the an
nals of the Faith of Baha'u'llah with respect to the 
preservation of its unity and integrity within the 
stronghold of the Covenant. 
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Douglas Martin, secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Canada and a historian, 
presented the final talk of the lectureship ses
sion, reviewing the immense work of Mr. 
Balyuzi as a historian who produced volumes on 
the lives of the Bab and 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
MulJammad and the Course of Islam, Edward Gran
ville Browne and the Baha'i Faith, and finally, a tril
ogy on Baha'u'llah, the first volume of which, 
The King of Glory, has just been published. 

Another unique facet of this fifth annual meet
ing was the presentation of awards for the three 
best essays and research on Baha'i studies. 

Catherine Nelson-McDermott of British Co
lumbia received an award for the best essay in the 
high school category for her paper, "Tahirih." 

Alanna Robertson of Prince Edward Island 
was chosen best in the university category for an 
essay entitled, "Music: Its Influence on the 
Spirit." 

Robert Stockman of Rhode Island was given 
the award for best research in the individual 
category for his work, "A History of the Rhode 
Island Baha'i Community." 

Each winner was the guest of the Association, 
presented his/her paper during the conference, 
and received a commemorative plaque. 

The presentations on the theme of Baha'i his
tory were extremely interesting, informative and 
rewarding. Dr. Allan L. Ward's talk, 
" 'Abdu'I-Baha and the American Press," a scho
larly presentation given with ease, clarity and 
humor, set the tone for the meeting. 

Gal Aidun recounted the relationship of Man
akji Limji Hataria, an historic figure in the 
Zoroastrian community, with the Baha'i Faith. In 



'Three new volumes of "Baha'I Studies" 
various stages of preparation.' 

. . . are in 

the process, she informed her audience of many 
facts about this ancient Persian religion that were 
hitherto unknown to them. 

Stephen Whitney's interesting paper, "The 
Second Century," reviewed the conditions of 
the world's major religions in their second 'cen
tury of existence and compared their history to 
that of the Baha'i Faith in its second century. 
Through this interesting comparison, he invited 
his audience to look into the future to see what 
awaits the Faith. 

A major presentation by Dr. Jean-Rene Milot 
of the University of Montreal entitled, 
"L'Origine de la foi baha'i.e sur l'arriere plan 
shi'ie," enabled the friends at the conference to 
witness the accuracy and fairness with which 
truly informed non-Baha'i scholars can view the 
Baha'i Faith. 

A panel discussion on "Baha'i Scholarship" 
was inaugurated this year, and was quite suc
cessful in spite of the fact that three of its original 
members were unable to appear. The participa
tion and contributions by Dr. Betty J. Fisher, 
general editor of the U.S. Baha'i Publishing 
Trust; Todd Lawson; and National Spiritual As
sembly members Glen Eyford and Hossain 
Danesh were highly appreciated. 

A welcome addition to the conference was the 
presence of Richard St. Barbe Baker and his pres
entation, liThe Founding of the Men of the 
Trees./I Mr. St. Barbe Baker, a 91-year-old be
liever, has devoted his life to the service of hu
manity, especially in the area of conservatiori of 
natural resources. 

It was announced that a formal course on the 
Baha'i Faith has been established in the Depart
ment of Continuing Education at the University 
of British Columbia. Similar courses are being 
negotiated at other Canadian universities, and 
final approval of a credit course on the Faith at 
the University of Toronto seems near at hand. 

Three new volumes of Baha'i Studies, the main 
publication of the Association, are in various 
stages of preparation. The French version of the 
book, The Bahti'i Faith, is in the hands of the pub
lishers, while the English version is being edited. 
A new publication that would include many arti-

cles on various themes related to the Faith as well 
as poems, essays, plays, music, etc., is being 
prepared. 

Among the more exciting announcements by 
the Executive Committee of the Association was 
the approval by the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Canada for the purchase of a building in the 
vicinity of the University of Ottawa to initially 
house the offices of the Association and eventu
ally expand into a Center for Baha'i Studies. As 
such, it will have a reference library, facilities for 
research on various aspects of the Faith, and will 
provide the opportunity for development of cur
ricula for study of the Faith, making them availa
ble to institutions of higher learning as well as to 
the Baha'i community. 

The participants at the conference responded 
to this news with an enthusiastic and sacrificial 
outpouring of funds. Slightly more than $10,000 
was contributed toward the purchase of the 
Center. 
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Around the world 
Transkei 

The first National Spiritual As
sembly of Transkei was elected 
May 3 during that country's in
augural National Convention in 
Umtata. 

Transkei was formerly under 
the jurisdiction of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of South and 
West Africa. 

William Masehla, a Continental 
Counsellor for Southern Africa, 
delivered a special message from 
the Universal House of Justice in 
the absence of the Hand of the 
Cause of God William Sears. 

Mr. Sears sent a cable to the 
Convention expressing his regret 
at not being able to attend due to 
ill health. He indicated his desire 
to visit Transkei later in the year. 

Bahiyyih Winckler, another 

Cameroon Republic 
Delegates and guests at the National 
Convention of the Bahli'is of Cam
eroon. 
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Continental CounseIIor for South
ern Africa, delivered the message 
from the Counsellors to the Na
tional Convention. 

Six members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of South and 
West Africa and a similar number 
of visitors from other nearby coun
tries were among the 53 believers 
at the Convention. 

Prayers in English, Xhosa, Per
sian and Setswana were offered at 
a special reception held on the 
evening before the Convention 
convened. 

A presentation on the history of 
the Faith in Transkei was made 
during the Convention by Coun
sellor Masehla and Lowell John
son, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of South and 
West Africa. The presentation in-

eluded remembrances of pioneers 
who introduced the Faith in the 
area that is now Trimskei. 

Delegates expressed concern 
about the, situation faced by be
lievers in Iran. The tragedy of the 
loss of three Hands of the Cause of 
God in so short a time also was 
discussed during consultation. 
Believers expressed a realization of 
the urgency of the Faith's needs 
while opportunities stilI exist. 

The newly-elected National 
Spiritual Assembly of Transkei in
cludes believers of Persian, Amer
ican and Transkeian backgrounds. 
They are Manucher Roohani, Dav
id Garcia, Henry Fitzpatrick, 
Enayat Besharati, Flora Sibobi, 
Agnes Msindwana, Julia Nodada, 
Tayebeh Sobhani and Sue Greer. 

Members of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Cameroon for 137 B.E., 
elected at the National Convention, are 
(seated left to right) Naz Yeganeh, 
Simon Medjo, Marthe Ekemeyong, 
Alexander Agbor, Ursula Samantiari, 
and (standing left to right) Eyong 
Tatah, Auebe Fran~ois, Ekema Agbaw, 
Richard Gray. 



Samoa 

The excavation site for the foundation 
of the Mother Temple of the Pacific Is
lands was visited April 27 by some of 

Ecuador 
A capacity crowd of more than 

1,500 including children from 13 
rural schools participated May 11 
in the second Children's Festival 
sponsored by Radio Baha'i in Ota
valo, Ecuador. 

The festival, titled "Huahua
manta Huahuapag" (By Children 
for Children), was held at the 
Amatu'l-Baha RUQiyyih Khanum 
Institute in Otavalo. 

The groups of children pre
sented dances, songs, poems and 
dramatizations. Many of the per
formances were done in the 
Quechua language. 

Representatives from many 
schools present at the Children's 
Festival thanked Radio Baha'i for 
allowing the participation of their 
students. "Please invite us again 
next year," was the comment 
made by one teacher. 

All of the participating schools 
were presented with gifts of books 
for their school libraries. The win
ning group that performed a tradi
tional dance will present it on a 
nationwide children's television 
program. The youngsters will also 
tour two museums during their 
visit to Quito, Ecuador, as contest 
winners at the Children's Festival. 

the delegates and guests at the Baha'i 
National Convention in Samoa. The 

Ireland 
Adib Taherzadeh, a Continental 

Counsellor for Europe, and Auxil
iary Board members Quentin 
Gargan, Beman Knosravi and 
Keith Munro were among the 200 
delegates and guests at the Baha'i 
National Convention April 27 in 
Rathfamham, Republic of Ireland. 

Convention participants con
sulted on a number of topics rela
ted to teaching and consolidation 
work called for in the Seven Year 
Plan. 

Three new Assemblies must be 
established in Ireland to complete 
the requirements of the first two
year phase of the Plan. Many per
sonal sacrifices led to the re
election of all 16 Assemblies in Ire
land at Ri<;ivan. 

Counsellor Taherzadeh praised 
the work of the Irish Baha'i com
munity and said the friends must 
now move into a new phase that 
will attract greater numbers to the 
Faith. 

Confidence, faith, a positive at
titude and perseverance are re
quired for success in the teaching 
work, said Mr. Taherzadeh. He 
then outlined the distinction be
tween teaching and proclamation 
and the need for balancing the 

Temple site is located near Apia, Wes
tern Samoa. 

two. 
Members of the National Spiri

tual Assembly elected at tRe Con
vention are Joe Watson, chairman; 
Paddy Dawson, secretary; Paddy 
O'Mara, treasurer; Leslie Taherza
deh, Jack Nagle, Fonsie Nagle, 
Frances Beard, Val McGinley and 
Zebby Whitehead. 

Brazil 
Copies of the book Call to the 

Nations were sent to city and state 
government officials by the Spiri
tual Assembly of Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, as a special proclamation 
effort. 

As a result, the State of Rio de 
Janeiro's Legislative Assembly is
sued a proclamation expressing 
the Assembly's appreciation to the 
Baha'is. 

The Legislative Assembly re
ferred to " ... the exceptional 
book, Call to the Nations, by the 
distinguished thinker, Shoghi Ef
fendi," calling the volume" a true 
masterpiece of universal thought, 
which translates in an incompar
able manner the longing for peace 
and communion among the peo
ples, inherent to all humanity." 
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Benin 
More than 75 people from three of 

Benin's six provinces attended the 
dedication last December 9 of the 
country's first Regional Baha'i 
Center. 

The Center, in Porto Novo, is 
named for the Hand of the Cause of 
God Enoch Olinga. 

Following a welcome by Denagan 

Two of the more than 75 people who at
tended a public meeting March 21 at 
Benin's national lfa~iratu 'l-Quds in 
Cotonou discuss the Faith during a re
ception that followed talks by Counsel
lor Thelma Khelghati and Auxiliary 
Board member Frederic Hodonou. 

Several activities held earlier this 
year to mark the 25th anniversary 
of the birth of the Baha'i commun
ity in Benin brought attention to 
the Faith and joy to the friends. 

Public meetings were held at 
Naw-Ruz in the national 
Haziratu'l-Quds in Cotonou and 
~n . March 22 at the regional 
Ha~iratu'l-Quds in Porto-Novo. 

More than 125 people attended 
the gatherings in Cotonou and 
Porto-Novo at which Counsellor 
Thelma Khelghati and Auxiliary 
Board member Frederic Hodonou 
spoke about the history and prin
ciples of the Faith. Question-and
answer sessions followed each 
talk. 

The meeting in Cotonou ended 
with a reception, slide presentation 
and performance of Bariba dances. 

Also in Benin, more than 40 peo
ple from seven localities in three· 
provinces participated February 24. 
in a conference at the Enoch Olinga 
Regional Baha'i Center in Porto-
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Chancouin, chairman of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, and a 
prayer by National Assembly mem
ber Adrien Gnambode, Auxiliary 
Board member Frederic Hodonou 
cut a ribbon across the main door of 
the Enoch Olinga Regional Baha'i 
Center, officially opening the facil
ity. 

The observance of the 25th anniversary 
of the founding of Benin's Baha'i com
munity began with this conference last 
February 24 at the Enoch Olinga Re-

Novo. 
Members of Benin's National 

Spiritual Assembly spoke of the 
significance of the occasion that 
marked the opening of celebrations 
to observe the 25th anniversary of 
the establishment of Benin's Baha'i 
community. 

On February 20, Calixte Aissi, a 
member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly, met with Mathieu 
Kerekou, the president of the Re
public of Benin, who was in
terested in the Faith's 25-year his-
tory in that country. " 

As a result of his invitation to the 
National Assembly to send a del
egation to meet with his technical 
adviser on education, six members 
of the National Assembly and an 
Auxiliary Board member met two 
days later with the education ad
viser and judicial adviser. 

The Baha'is offered the govern
men t officials a detailed overview 
of the history and administration of 
the Faith in "Benin and worldwide. 
They also explained some of the 
Baha'i principles during the one 
and one-half hour meeting. 

Several local officials were pres
ent and were given Baha'i literature. 

The children read prayers and 
sang songs in a palm branch shelter 
that was erected for them outside 
the Center. Baha'i women from 
Malanhui, a nearby village, per
formed original songs for the oc
casion. 

gional Baha'i Center in Porto-Novo. 
The more than 40 participants came 
from localities in three of the country's 
provinces. 

Local Baha'i Centers were dedi
cated March 23 in Agbojedo and 
Vakongbo. Counsellor Khelghati 
participated in the Vakongbo dedi
cation. Those attending had the 
pleasure of local food, singing, and 
dancing accompanied by the huge 
traditional drums. 

The Centers, thatch-roofed cir
cular buildings, were constructed 
during the Five Year Plan. 

Spain 
The first issue of "Pensamiento 

Baha'i" (Baha'i Thought), a new 
bi-monthly publication in Spain, 
was distributed in January. 

The editorial committee, in a let
ter asking for prayers; said the fu
ture of the periodical will depend 
on its reception among members of 
the Spanish Baha'i community. 

"Our intention is to keep improv
ing it in appearance and in quality 
as we keep increasing the number 
distributed, which, in this first 
printing, has been only 500 
copies," the committee wrote. 



• 

Bolivia 
The Halld of the Cause of God 
R.alpl1~tu'lltih Muhtijir (standing at 
nght) IS shown conducting a fireside in 
Cochabamba, Bolivia, onitl one week 
before his untimely deat;1 last De
cember. To Dr. MlIlllljir's right is Aux
iliary Board member Eloll Anello, who 
translated. Dr. Muhajir introduced a 
fir~side technique that has proven to be 
qUIte succ.essflll in Bolivia. After a brief 
pres~ntatl?l1, Dr. Muhajir divided his 
audIence 111 to several small ~roups in 
whic~ seekers could more freellf ask 
questIOns of individual Baha'is. -

Hawaii 

Members of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Hawaii, elected at the Na
tional Convention in Honolulu, April 
25-~7, a~e (frollt row left to right) 
CraIg QUIck; Tony Pelle, vice-chair
man; (second row left to right) Duane 
Troxel; Elizabeth Hollinger, corres
ponding secretary; Elizabeth Haber
mann, recording secretary; Traclf 
Hamilton, chairman; and (third row 
left to right) Brad Hollinger, treasurer; 
Gary Morrison; S. Pattabi Raman. 

India 
A contract for the construction 

of the Mother Temple of the Indi
an Subcontinent was signed April 
21 in New Delhi. 

The con.tractor, MfS Engineering 
Construction Corporation, Ltd., is 
considered to be one of the best 
construction firms in India. 

Fariburz SaI:tba, the Baha'i ar
chitect for the Indian House of 
Worship, has received two re
quests for details of the new 
Temple for displays in the United 
Kingdom and in Australia. 

The Science Museum of London 
wants to prepare a model of the 
lotus-shaped House of Worship 
for permanent display in the mu
seum. The model will be part of a 
series demonstrating "some peaks 
of achievement" in the use of vari
ous construction materials. 

In Australia, the Sydney and 
Environs Development and Ad
vancement Society wants to in
clude photographs and drawings 
of the Indian Temple in a series of 
exhibitions on examples of out
standing architecture from around 
the world. 

• 
A four-page centerfold article on 

the Baha'i centenary in India ap
peared May 18 in "Contour," a 
new national magazine published 
by the Hindustan Times newspaper 

group of Delhi, India. 
The article, carrying the title 

"Belief in a Universal Faith: Cele
brating a Proud Centenary," is il
lustrated with a full-page color 
portrait of 'Abdu'l-Baha and an
other full-page in color showing a 
model of the Baha'i House of Wor
ship being constructed in New 
Delhi. The article also includes a 
photograph of the National Spiri
tual Assembly of India. 

. The article was generated by the 
mterest of a reporter invited to a 
press conference at the Baha'i Na
tional Center for a briefing on cen
tenary events. 

The feature story traces the his
t~ry of .the Faith in India, begin
mng With the arrival in 1872-3 of 
Jamal Effendi, emissary of Saha'
u'llah to the Indian subcontinent. 

R. N. Shah, secretary of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, is quot
ed about the growth of the Faith in 
India. Within a span of 20 years, 
according to Mr. Shah, the num
ber of Local Spiritual Assemblies 
in India has grown from 65 to 
10,000. 
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ANNOUNCE WITH DEEP SORROW HEARTRENDING NEWS MARTYRDOM ON MORNING 
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 8 IN YAZD SEVEN DEVOTED STEADFAST BELIEVERS TWO OF 
WHOM WERE AUXILIARY BOARD MEMBERS AND FIVE PROMINENT BAHA'tS YAZD IN
CLUDING ONE SEVENTY-EIGHT YEAR OLD BELIEVER. LOCAL REVOLUTIONARY 
GUARDS WHO PERPETRATED THIS DASTARDLY ACT CHARGED INNOCENT FRIENDS 
ON LOCAL RADIO WITH FALSE IMPUTATIONS SUCH AS SPYING AND SUBVERSIVE AC
TIVITIES. THIS EPISODE WILL GO DOWN IN HISTORY AS ANOTHER EVIDENCE PA
TIENCE LONG-SUFFERING INNOCENT PERSIAN BRETHREN IN FACE OF UNABATED 
HATRED VIRULENT MALICE INVETERATE ENEMIES FAITH. NAMES MARTYRS AS FOL
LOWS: 'AZIZU'LLAH ZABIHIY AN, FIRA YDUN F ARIDANI, NURU'LLAH AKHT AR
KHAVARI, JALAL MUSTAQIM, MAHMUD HASANZADIH, 'ALI MUTAHHARI, 
'ABDU'L-V AHHAB KAZIMI MANSHADI. 

UNNERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
September 9, 1980 

WITH HEARTS BURNING INDIGNATION DISTRESS ANNOUNCE ALL MEMBERS NA
TIONAL ASSEMBLY IRAN TOGETHER WITH TWO AUXILIARY BOARD MEMBERS FORCI
BL Y AND PEREMPTORILY TAKEN FROM MEETING IN PRIV ATE HOME ON EVENING 21 
AUGUST TO UNKNOWN DESTINATION. VIEWING RISING TIDE PERSECUTIONS STEAD
FAST HEROIC LEADERS HARASSED COMMUNITY HAD ALREADY At\TTICIPA TED POSSI
BILITY SUCH AN UNW ARRANTED ACTION AND HAD MADE ARRANGEMENTS FOR NINE 
ALTERNATIVE MEMBERS ASSUME RESPONSIBILITIES NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IN CASE 
THEY WERE UNABLE FUNCTION. NINE MEMBERS APPOINTED BODY NOW AT HELM DE
TERMINED DISCHARGE SACRED DUTIES FOLLOW IN FOOTSTEPS THEIR COURAGEOUS 
PREDECESSORS, REMINISCENT SPIRIT EVINCED UNDAUNTED HEROES FAITH DURING 
MEMORABLE EPISODE BARFURUSH. NEW NATIONAL ASSEMBLY TOGETHER WITH 
WIVES CLOSE RELATIVES ARRESTED FRIENDS HAVE APPEALED AUTHORITIES FOR RE
LEASE LAW-ABIDING CITIZENS. THROUGH THEIR CONSTANCY AND VALOUR PERSIAN 
FRIENDS HAVE ONCE AGAIN SET AN EXAMPLE OF SERVITUDE AT SACRED THRESHOLD 
WORTHY EMULATION ALL FRIENDS EVERY LAND PARTICULARLY THOSE PRIVILEGED 
SERVE ACTIVELY ON BAHA'i INSTITUTIONS. CALL ON FRIENDS EVERYWHERE JOIN US 
IN FERVENT PRA YERS THAT SELF-SACRIFICE PERSIAN BRETHREN MAY AT LAST YIELD 
GOLDEN FRUIT THEIR RELEASE FROM YOKE TRIBULATION OPPRESSION SO NOBLY 
BORNE IN PATH HIS LOVE MORE THAN ONE CENTURY. WILL INFOR.\1 NATIONAL AS
SEMBLIES AS EPISODE UNFOLDS ACTION TO BE TAKEN IN RESPONSE THIS LATEST 
W AVE PERSECUTION FAITH LAND ITS BIRTH. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
August 74, 19RO 

WITH HEARTS LADEN-WITH SORROW YET FILLED WITH PRIDE AND ADMIRATION AN
NOUNCE MARTYRDOM IN CRADLE FAITH OF YADU'LLAH ASTANI AND FARAMARZ 
SAMANDARI RESPECTIVELY CHAIRMAN MEMBER LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY TA
BRIZ. THESE TWO HEROIC SOULS, TOGETHER WITH BAHAR VUJDANI OF MAHABAD, 
GHULAM-HUSAYN A'ZAMI OF SANGSAR AND ASADU'LLAH MUKHTARI OF BIRJAND, 
WHO DURING PAST SEVERAL MONTHS ALSO SUFFERED CRUEL MARTYRDOM, HAVE 
JOINED RANKS THEIR NOBLE FOREBEARS HEROIC AGE. BAHA't WORLD WITNESSIN~ 
WITH AWE AND WONDER VALIANT BELIEVERS CRADLE FAITH, WORTHY HEIRS OF 
DAWNBREAKERS, ONCE AGAIN BEARING SUCCESSIVE WAVES OF REPRESSION AND 
HARASSMENT, ARRESTS AND KILLINGS, AND CONFISCATION OF PERSONAL PROPER-
TIES. . 
MAY FOLLOWERS MOST GREAT NAME, INSPIRED BY PRODIGIOUS ACTS HEROISM 
1HEIR LONG-SUFFERING BRETHREN IRAN, ARISE, WITH RENEWED CONSECRATION 
AND VIGOUR, WIN FRESH VICTORIES, REWARD SACRIFICES, COMPENSATE DIS
ABILITIES, CHEER LONGING HEARTS STAUNCH STEADFAST BELIEVERS HOMELAND 
BAHA'U'LLAH. 
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UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
July 16, 1980 



Above, the new building for the Seat of the Universal 
House of Justice is shown in a photograph taken June 
22, 1980. Except for the ceramic roof tiles, the exterior 
of the building is substantially completed. The tem
porary tower-like structure in front on the northeast 
comer has been used by photographers at the World 
Centre Audio-Visual Department to make a photo
graphic record of the construction-in both still and 
motion pictures-since work began. The photo at left 
shows work proceeding on the underground utility 
plant and parking facility. It will be covered and land
scaped when completed. Shown below is a view of the 
terraces behind the new building, looking eastward. 
Topsoil is being added for subsequent plantings that 
will cover the walls. 
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OPERATION 
DAYBREAK 

In Honduras, a teaching campaign 
sweeps through the countryside, 
doubling number of Baha'Is there 

Operadon Alborado (Operation 
Davbreak), one of the most ambi
tio~s teaching efforts ever under
taken in Cent;al America, was 
completed August 31, 1980, in 
Honduras. 

The widespread campaign, 
planned by the National Teaching 
Committee of Honduras under the 
direction of the National Spiritual 
Assembly, and formally unveiled 
at this year's National Convention, 
resulted in the enrollment of 5,095 
new believers-more than doub
ling the number of Baha'is in Hon
duras-and the establishment of 
13 new Local Spiritual Assemblies. 

Fifty-two public meetings in 11 
states in Honduras were held dur
ing the campaign with a total at
tendance of approximately 6,700. 
Some 59 communities were visited 
by Baha'is during the ll-week ef-
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fort that was divided into five re
gional projects. 

The main teaching team had a 
nucleus of five members. Auxiliary 
Board member Bill Stover served as 
coordinator; Jhemhm Savvah, sec
retary of the National Sp"iiitual As
sembly and National Teaching 
Committee, was the team secretary 
as well; native Honduran Alejan
dro Melendez, a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly and 
National Teaching Committee, 
was responsible for locating food 
and housing for the team; Keith 
Bookwalter, also a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly and 
National Teaching Committee, dis
tributed and kept track of litera
ture; and Judy Courtwright was in 
charge of equipment and 
photographs. 

Santiago Jones, a pioneer from 

Belize, participated in the first 
three regional projects, while 
Behrouz Vatani, a pioneer from 
Iran, participated in projects 2, 3 
an.d 4. Many other pioneers and 
indigenous believers were able to 
join the team on weekends, while 
others were able to help through
out the whole of one project or an
other. Special mention should be 
made of the assistance of Beatrice 
Rinde, an 82-year-old pioneer from 
the United States. During the Cen
tral Project she would load her 
Land Rover with whatever and 
whomever it would carry and joy
fully lead the way for the teachers. 
The people were so attracted to 
Beatrice that she and her teaching 
partners were constantly sur
rounded, so that many people 
could be taught at one time. It was 
a bounty to have her assistance and 



Some of the members of the Baha'i community 
of Santa Rosa de Copan, Honduras. 

Auxiliarll Buard Member Bill Stover, a pioneer from the 
United S'tatt:s, entertains children ill a village ill «'estern 
HOllLiuras d:lrillg 'Operation Daybreak.' 

Members of 'Operation Daybreak' teaching tepm included 
(left to right) Behrouz Vatani, a pioneer from Iran; Alejan
dro Melendez, a member of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Honduras; Jhemhm Sayyah, recording secretary of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Honduras and correspond
ing secretary of the National Teaching Committee; Auxil
iary Board member Bill Stover, who coordinated the 11-
week teaching campaign; Judy Courtwright, an assistant to 
the Auxiliary Board; and Keith Bookwalter, a member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly and National Teaching 
Committee of Honduras. 

-K 

~
During the teaching project in cen tral Honduras this 111-
year-old woman in the town of Siguatepeque declared her 
belief in Baha'u'llah. 
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to marvel at her unflagging good . 
spirits. 

Each of the five projects in Oper
acion Alborada was dedicated to a 
different group or institution. For 
example, project 2 was dedicated 
to the Baha'is of iran, project 4 to 
the Universal House of Justice, proj
ect 5 to the Hands of the Cause of 
God. Each of the projects was as
sisted by special prayers from the 
Universal House of Justice, the 
Hands of the Cause, the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Honduras, 
and the Continental Board of 
Counsellors for Central America. 

The teaching methods were 
largely unstructured. For the most 
part, each individual taught alone 
using whatever approach was 
most comfortable. In the larger 
towns, teaching was cOlJiined to 
one neighborhood, or barrio, and in 
the evening a public meeting 
would be held at a community cen
ter or school in that same barrio. In 
smaller towns, the Baha'is tried to 
teach at every home. In every case, 
news of the public meetings quick
ly became general knowledge, and 
almost without exception the meet-

Members of the 'Operation Daybreak' 
team trek through rugged country en 
route from Pueblo Nuevo and Batalia, 
Honduras, small villages in the most 
inaccessible area of the country, 
Gracias a Dios. From left to right are 
Alejandro Melendez; Auxiliary Board 
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ings attracted capacity audiences. 
Unlike individual teaching, the 

public meetings were highly struc
tured, and included entertainment 
for the children by Bill Stover 
(which was extremely important in 
terms of attracting the adults and 
putting them at ease); prayers; a 
brief introduction to the Faith, em
phasizing progressive revelation, 
and a slide presentation. 

The slides were carefully chosen 
to cover those points designated as 
necessary by the Universal House 
of Justice. Each presentation began 
with a short history of the Faith 
that covered the Bab, Baha'u'llah 
and 'Abdu'l-Baha. This was fol
lowed by a discussion of some of 
the basic principles and teachings 
of the Faith including independent 
investigation of truth, universal 
education, equal rights for men 
and women, life after death, and so 
forth. The laws of the Faith were 
then introduced, emphasizing the 
importance of daily prayer and 
deepening, and including also the 
basics of Baha'i administration. 
Throughout the presentation, the 
slides were used to illustrate the 

member Bill Stover, who took to 
horseback after suffering a painfUl 
fungus infection in his foot; Behrouz 
Vatani (partially hidden behind Mr. 
Stover); Jhemhm Sayyah, and Keith 
Bookwalter. 

great diversity among the Baha'is 
of the "'.'orld while demonstrating 
the unity among them. Theslide 
presentation was followed by more 
music, during which time those 
who wished to enroll in the Faith 
could so so. 

Generally, the team would 
spend one day and evening in each 
town; however, the schedule had 
enough built-in flexibility to pro
vide for exceptions. For example, 
project 4 was in La Misquitia, a re
mote area of the countrv in which 
communities can be re~ched onlv 
by boat or on foot. In each of these 
communities, therefore, the team 
spent at least two days, the first for 
teaching and proclamation, the 
second for teaching and deepen
ing. 

One community, Brus Laguna, 
one of the largest towns in La Mis
quitia, deserves special mention. 
On the first dav there, several in
digenous people in one barrio, 
Cusuapayka, were taught the Faith. 
By the end of the following day 
these people had taught nearly 
everyone else in their community 
and had held their first deepening 
class. The next day about 15 of 
them came to see the team off. 
They had written a Baha'i song in 
their native language, Misquito, 
which they performed. They also 
said the\' had land available for a 
Baha'i Center and would begin im
mediately to build a temporary one. 

One further note regarding the 
Misquito language: the words 
"Baha'u'llah" and "Baha'i" are al
ready a part of that language. Baha'
u'llah means "now he is coming" 
and Baha'i means "that's it" or "it is 
certain." 

Here is a brief summary of the 
highlights of each project: -

No. 1 (West, June 14-23)
Opened the state of Lempira (three 
new Local Spiritual Assemblies); 
one pioneer scheduled to arrive in 
October; acquired a Baha'i Center in 
Santa Rosa de Copan; 666 new be
lievers enrolled; seven new Local 
Spiritual Assemblies formed. 

No.2 (Central, June 24-July 4)
Dedicated the Baha'i Center in 



Siguatepeque with the assistance of 
the mavor and minister of educa
tion; 1,239 new believers enrolled; 
attendance of 1,400 at 10 public 
meetings. 

No.3 (South, July 7-16)-Mayor 
of the capital city of the state of Valle 
declared his belief in Baha'u'llah; 
every member of a youth club in 
that same city (Nacaome) was en
rolled in the Faith; an Assembly was 
elected in Guascoran, Valle, that is 
composed of leading citizens of the 
community; in the city of Cholu
teca, a Baha'i neighborhood (barrio) 
is functioning as a community; 
1,161 new believers enrolled; at
tendance of 1,200 at 10 public meet
ings. 

No. -! (La Misquitia, July 20-
August 6)-The barrio of Cusua
payka, in Brus Laguna, is complete
ly Baha'i and doing its own teaching; 
77 new believers enrolled; one new 
Assemblv formed. 

No.5 (;\!orth Coast, August 8-
11)-An astonishing receptivity 
among the Garifunas, the indigen
ous Carob population of the North 
Coast; 1,258 new believers en
rolled; attendance of 1,700 at 10 
public meetings. 

The entire teaching operation 
was a series of highlights of every 
description. Suffice it to say that 
we can see in Honduras today 
great capacity and even greater 
potential. We fully expect that the 
consolidation work will be as suc
cessful as the teaching, and will re
port later on its progress.-Judy 
Courtwright, for the Operation 
Daybreak team 

Some of the participants in a deepen
ing class in Choluteca, a town in 
southern Honduras. 

Children and youth who attended one 
of the public meetings in southern 
Honduras during 'Operation Day
break.' The meetings included a slide 

The 'Operation Daybreak' team was 
joined in central Honduras by 82-
I/ear-old Beatrice Rinde (right), who 
pioneered from California to Honduras 
rU.,o years ago. Here the team makes its 
way across a shallow river. Standing 
011 the river bank are team members 

presentation, guitar music and sing
ing. Some 52 public meetings in 11 
states were held with a total attend
ance of about 6,700. 

Alejandro Melendez, Jhemhm Sayyah, 
and Rouhi Mantagari, a pioneer from 
iran. Keith Bookwalter is standing 
next to the Land Rover; Bill Stover is 
lean ing on its roof. Zn fran tare 
Azarnoush Hoor from [ran and two 
children. 
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HEALTHY 
OUTLOOK 
Hand of Cause Robarts 
among 252 who attend 
first Baha'f conference 
on health and healing 

held in Ottawa, Canada 

The first Baha'i International 
Conference on Health and Heal
ing, sponsored by the Canadian 
Association for Studies on the 
Baha'i Faith, was held June 1-4 in 
Ottawa, Canada. 

Among the 252 people who par
ticipated were the Hand of the 
Cause of God john Robarts; Dr. 
Victor de Araujo, the representa
tive of the Baha'i International 
Community to the United Nations; 
a total of six members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies of 
Canada, Haiti and Switzerland; six 
Auxiliary Board members, and an 
array of distinguished and much
loved friends from Canada, the 
Caribbean, Europe, Mexico, New 
Zealand and the United States. 

The gathering marked the first 
time in which Baha'i health pro
fessionals and their fellow Baha'is 
could come together and approach 
matters of health in the light of the 
Revelation of Baha'u'llah on the 
one hand and the latest scientific 
knowledge on the other. It was 
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distinguished by a profound sense 
of unitv, an attitude of search for 
truth, a-nd respect and moderation. 

The conference began with a 
presentation by Dr. de Araujo en
titled "Health: A Global Perspec
tive," that gave the audience a 
world-embracing view of the 
health challenges and opportun
ities facing mankind in general 
and Baha'is in particular. 

Dr. Hossain Danesh, a member 
of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Canada, then presented a re
view of the historical relationship 
between religion and science, and 
especially between science and 
medicine. 

Dr. Danesh pointed out that the 
era of the unitv of scientific dis
covery and spiritual reality is fast 
approaching, and that its success
ful culmination would depend to a 
large degree upon the manner in 
which the present health crises 
were faced and dealt with. These 
crises, he said, are numerous, and 
include such areas as "disease ori-



entation" vs. "health orientation," 
concepts of the nature of man as 
an "animal" or a "machine," the 
changing nature of the doctor
patient relationship, the chal
lenges of educating health profes
sionals with a humanistic and 
spiritual orientation, and the 
many problems of ethics, both in 
medical research and practice. 

The primary task facing Baha'is 
and the health profession, said Dr. 
Danesh. is to bring scientific medi
cine and the spiritual Teachings of 
Baha'u'llah together into a com
patible and workable whole. 

These talks set the tone and di
rection of the conference. For the 
remaining two and one-half days, 
participants were given a wide ar
ray of challenging, informative 
and well-researched presentations 

"such as "Mind, Body and Sou!," 
bv Dr. Faraneh Kh'adem; "The 
Baha'i Revelation and Lifestvle Al
teration," by Dr. Dayid Smith; 

Participants also had the pleas
ure of attending a performance 
Dr. A. \L Ghadirian; "Scientific 
Method and Search for Truth," bv 
Dr. Peter :'v[organ; "Total Stimula-

tion for Children Recovering from 
Malnutrition," by Linda Gershuny; 
"Nutrition: Key Factor in High 
Level Wellness," bv Dr. S. Raman; 
"Music Therapy," by Jocelyn Boor; 
"Healing Relationships in Mar
riage," by Ruth Eyford and Helgi 
Eyford; and "The Importance for a 
Physician to Turn to God," by Dr. 
Agnes Ghazvani. 

Workshops included "Smoking 
and Exercise," conducted by Drs. 
Peter \[organ and Arthur Irwin; 
"Alcoholism, Drug Abuse, and 
Youth," bv Dr. A.M. Ghadirian 
and Ruth Eyford; "Baha'i Life," by 
Drs. Da\id Smith and Glen Eyford; 
and "The Baha'i Approach t~ Sex
uality," by Drs. Agl1~s Gh3.zvani 
and Hossain Danesh. 

Participants also had the plea
sure of attending a performance 
by the Ballet Shavda of Canada on 
the theme of "Women in Motion" 
that featured its newlv choreo
graphed, lovely and mo...ing dance, 
"Genevieve. " 

On the last day of the confer
ence, a morning s~ssion of consul
tation and panel discussions was 
held at which participants shared 

Baha'i News welcomes well-written reports 
Baha'i "'·t?i.VS is eager to receive 

reports and photographs of news
worthv Baha'i activities held 
throughout the world. Subscribers 
find these reports in the" Around 
the World" section of Baha'i ;\lews 
and in feature articles appearing in 
each issue. 

Unfortunately, some reports 
and photos can't be published be
cause important and necessary in
formation has been unwittingly 
omitted by the correspondent. 

More than likely, this occurs be
cause the corresp'ondent, describ
ing an e'-ent about which he or she 
is knowledgeable, simply has for
gotten to include the information. 
When one is a participant in or a 
witness to an event, it is some
times eas\' to forget to include 
such basic 'information as where or 
when it took place. But whenever 
such information is omitted, the 

report usually cannot be published. 
Please continue to send news of 

Baha'i activities to Baha'i News 
and include photos whenever pos
sible. Before sending a report, 
please take a moment to review it 
and make sure that answers to the 
following questions are included: 
What, when. who, where, why? 

That is, ,chat was the event or 
activity; wht?ll did it happen; where 
did it take place; who sponsored it 
and who participated (be sure to 
include first and last names); and 
why, meaning what was the pur
pose of the event? By keeping this 
old journalistic rule in mind when 
writing, you can help assure that 
your report will be published in 
Baha'i Ne·ws. 

Send articles and photos to 
Baha'i News. 112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, IL 60091, U.s.A. 

their thoughts and views about 
the conference and the direction 
for the future. 

Among their recommendations 
was that an administrative council 
or agency be created that would, 
under the guidance of the Institu
tions of the Faith, coordinate the 
work and activities of Baha'is in 
various fields of health and medi
cine, while facilitating research, 
education and service in harmonv 
with spiritual principles and scien
tific facts. 

The closing addresses were giv
en by Florence Altass, a 96-year
old Baha'i from England. She was 
unable to attend thE: conference, 
but sent a paper and taped mes
sage that were shared with the 
friends. In them, Ms. Altass, a 
therapist, outlined her successes 
in ministering to the needs of her 
patients and helping in their treat
ment through the use of thera
peutic methods based on modera
tion, diet, and some of the basic 
principles enunciated by 'Abdu'l
Baha. 

The conference was closed bv 
the Hand of the Cause Mr. Robarts, 
who had greatly encouraged the 
friends throughout the meeting, 
showering them with his love and 
guiding them-with reminders of 
the importance of praying and 
turning to God for assistance 
when dispensing treatment. It was 
through Mr. Robarts' closing re
marks, in which he quoted from 
the Writings of the Faith, that the 
audience caught a glimpse of the 
unity of science and religion that 
will no doubt characterize the 
medical practices of the future. 
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REBUILDING 
LOUHELEN 

u.s. National Spiritual Assembly 
approves $1.8-milliori- restoration 
of historic Michigan BahA' f school 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the United 
States has approved a Sl.8-million construction pro
ject to restore the Louhelen Baha'i School near Davi
son, Michigan. 

At its meeting last May, the National Assembly en
dorsed the architectural concept for the project and au
thorized ihe Office of the Treasurer to proceed with 
plans for raising the funds needed t9 carry out the am
bitious rebuilding program. 

The Louhelen School, which was begun in 1931 by 
Baha'is Lou and Helen Eggleston of Davison, v,as 
closed in 1974 for reasons of safety. 

A groundbreaking ceremony for the new facility 
was held September 1, and present plans call for 
reopening the school in 1981 in time for its 50th an
niversarv observance. That timetable, of course, is 
contingent upon raising the money to finance the 
project. 

The beloved Guardian's comments about the im
portance of the Louhelen School can be found in no 
less than 50 of his letters. 

For example, he wrote through his secretary on De
cember 10, 1942: "Shoghi Effendi feels very strongly 
that Louhelen should, in every way, be safeguarded as 
a Baha'j institution ... 

"It has grown to be one of the most important and 

10 November 1980/Baht'j News 

one of the most valuable centers of Baha'i learning, 
and should be maintained at all cost." 

Reconstruction at the school is to include the 
preservation of some existing buildings as well as the 
construction of new ones. 

The present library will be preserved for use as an 
archIves for the school; the former auditorium ", .. ill be
come a storage building. 

The Louhelen building and Eggleston home also 
", .. ill be preserved and restored to their original ap
pearance. The Pullman dormitory building and four 
cottages are to be demolished. 

Among the buildings being planned is a lodge 
center that will contain a cafeteria, kitchen, au
ditorium, registration area, lounge, administrative of
fices, bookstore and librar\". 

A new classroom buildIng will feature an arts and 
crafts room, five classrooms, and a nursery with a 
sunken play area. Each classroom will have" its own 
screened outdoor patio. 

Housing will be provided through the construction 
of 24 suites in two connected lodging clusters. The 
two-story structures will house up to 130 people. 

The first modest stud\' classes at Louhelen were 
held August 31, 1931. Primarily responsible for their 
organization and planning were Mabel and Howard 



An artist's conception of the new Louhelen Balui'! School near 
Davison, Michigan. The National Spiritual Assembly of the 

Colby Ives, and Grace and Harlan Ober. Among the 
many other friends participating in that first historic 
session were Fannv Knobloch and Marv Collison. 

The passing years witnessed a lavish 'outpouring of 
talents and abilities at Louhelen bv such believers as 
Corinne Knight True,J:iorace Holley, Amelia Collins, 
Leroy loas, Agnes Alexander, Curtis Kelsey, May 
Maxwell, and a host of others. 

The Guardian constantly urged the beliewrs on, 
reminding them time and again of what the embryonic 
school was capable of becoming, and of what the 
friends should do to help it become better and stronger 
each year. 

Shoghi Effendi spoke often of the early Davison 
School as an "educational center," and said to the 
friends that they must "widen the scope of their ac
tivities" and "extend the range and enhance the qual
ity of (their) accomplishments." 

The present plans for reconstruction at Louhelen are 
being directed by the Louhelen Project Committee, 
working under the guidance of the :'\:ational Spiritual 
Assemblv and its :'\:ational Education Committee. 

A non:Baha'i architect with a fine understanding of 
the goals and purposes of the Louhelen school has 
been engaged and is \\'orking on plans that are in har
mony with the rich legacy of Louhelen. 

Besides presen'ing and restoring a few of the build
ings of imp<xtance to our Baha'i heritage, he has de-

Louhelen Baha'i School 
D.lV~lI1. \ Ik hI~ln 

United States has approved a $1.8-million construction pro;ect to 
restore the school. The target date for completion is late 1981. 

signed and will establish new buildings that can serve 
the present and future needs of the community by ex
panding and developing as the Faith grows. 

This is what the Louhelen Bahd'i school looked like to visittlrs 
arriving there in the 19305 and 19405 ,{'hen the school i('QS ill 
its heyday. 
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Around the world 
Mauritius 

More than 40 Baha'i youth enjoyed an 
el1ening of entertainment during a 
four-day institute April 30-May 4 in 
Pel/reybere, Mauritius. The institute, 
sponsored by the National Teaching 

Pakistan 

Auxiliarv Board member Parvin 
Yazamed{ discussed the observ· 
ance and sanctity of Baha'i HoI" 
D3YS du.ring a Chi1dren's Week
end Institute July _25 in Karachi, 
Pakistan. 

The institute, organized by the 
Karachi Baha'i communitv's Edu
cation Committee, was attended 
by Baha'j children and many of 
their parents. -

The children began their day's 
activities with a prayer chain for 
the friends in fran. Actiyities in
cluded singing, speech-making 
and drama geared toward Baha'i 
themes. Participants also enjoyed 
athletic events. ' 

A Baha'i Youth Seminar, held 
three days earlier in Karachi, had 
as its theme "The Role of Baha'j 
Youth during Political Upheavals." 
The seminar, organized by the 
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Committee of Mauritius, included 
classes on Bailiff historl/, administra
tion, laws, and ways a/accomplishing 
the remaining goals of the present 
phase of the Seven Year Plan. Partici-

Baha'i Youth Commitee of Kara
chi, included speeches in the Urdu 
and Persian languages. 

• 
Many of the Spiritual ASSPTn

blies in Pakistan haye adopted a 
one-year plan of teaching activi
ties. Teaching trips throughout the 
country have been taking place, 
and follow-up deepening classes 
have been organized in mass 
teaching areas. 

International teaching trips have 
been made to Baluchistan, Sind, 
Punjab and the North West Fron
tier Province of Pakistan by be
lievers from neighboring countries. 
A new Local Spiritual Assembly 
was formed earlier this year in Is
lamabad, the capital of Pakistan, 

pants made traveling teaching trips to 
surrounding communities during the 
youth institute. Many participants 
said they would like to see similar insti
tutes held more regularly. 

Chile 
The first Baha'i-oV'\ned school in 

Chile began operation in \1arch in 
the rural Mapuche area of the Prov
Ince of Cautin. The ~ational 
Spiritual Assembly cabled the Uni
versal House of Justice on \1arch 
12, "With great joy announce com
pletion construction first rural 
Baha'i school, Loncopulle ' , ," 

A school building was acquired 
through donations from indiyidual 
believers. The government sub
sidizes rural schools by paying a 
stipend based on the number of 
students enrolled. The stipend is 
sufficient to cover the costs of ad
ministration and teacher salaries. 

J 



Cameroon Republic 
Two regional summer schools 

were held simultaneouslv in 
Cameroon from ~1arch 22-28. A 
school for English-speaking be
lievers was held in Victoria, while a 
French-speaking summer school 
with a similar agenda was con
ducted in Ebolowa. 

Counsellor Mihdi Samandari 
spoke on topics including Baha'i 
administration, the Kitab-i-Aqdas, 
and the life of the Bab. 

The school agendas included 
dailv studv classes on books such 
as Tile! Hid~ien Words of Ballli'u'llall 
and the Synopsis and Codification of 
the Kittib-i-Aqdas as well as some of 
the writings of Shoghi Effendi. 

Evening activities featured talks 
un special subjects, quizzes, sing
ing and dancing. 

The school sessions ended with 
an examination on topics that had 

, 

A group of participants at the first reg
ional Baha'i summer school in 
Ebolowa, Cameroon, March 22-28. 

been studied bv the aooroximatelv 
25 participants at ea~h of the two 
summer schools. 

The three non-Baha'is who at
tended the French-language 

t~ 
~.,-

Dr. Mihdi Samandari, a Continelltal 
Counsellor for Western Africa, is 
standing at the far left. 

school in Eb010wa declared their 
belief in Baha'u'llah at the close of 
the six-day summer school ses
sion. 

A children's class during the first summer school in 
EOOloLca, Cameroon, March 22-28. Marthe Ekemeyong, 
the teacher, is standing at the end of the table. 

Participants in the English-language regional summer 
school at Victoria, Cameroon, March 22-28. 

South and West Africa 
Continental Counsellor Bahiv

vih Winckler and two Auxiliar\' 
Board members v,,'ere among the 
152 delegates and guests April 25-
27 at the National Convention of 
South and West Africa in Potchet
stroom, South Atrica. Guests in
cluded 30 vouth. 

Au:\.iliar\r Board member Shanta 
Basin Llr Lesotho read the message 
from the Continental Board 01' 
Counsellors for Southern Africa. 

He.liing prayers for the Hand of 
the C.lUse of God William Sears 
'Nere offered in nine languages. 

Mr. Sears was to have represented 
the Universal House of Justice at 
the inaugural \;ational Conven
tion in neighboring Transkei, but 
was unable to attend because of 
illness. 

The :'\Iational Treasurer of South 
and West Africa reported that the 
goal for local contributions to the 
Fund was exceeded during the 
previous year. 

Consultation at the Convention 
covered a number of ideas related 
to teaching and consolidation, 
deepening, child education, and 
projects for youth. 

Convention delegates sent a 

congratulatory cable to the first 
;\Jational Convention of Transkei, 
a new country that had previously 
been under the jurisdiction 01' the 
\rational Spiritual Assembly of 
South and West Africa. 

Members of the National Spiri
tual Assemblv of South and West 
Africa elected during the National 
Convention are L. Johnson, \1. 
Walker, R. Mazibuko, M. Sears, 
C. Khunou, E. Liknaitzkv, R. 
Gates, :VI. Seepe and S. Kukama. 
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Alaska 
More than $30,800 in contribu

tions to the National Fund were 
made by delegates and guests at 
the 24th :\nnual Convention held 
April 25-27 in Anchorage, Alaska. 

Guests at the Convention in
cluded Continental Counsellor 
Velma Sherrill and Auxiliarv 
Board members Howard Brown, 
Fletcher Bennett, Rav Hudson, 
Lauretta King and Raye Mullin 
along ", .. ith their assistants. 

The :\'ational Teaching Com
mittee of :\laska reported to the 
delegates that 58 Spiritual Assem
blies had been re-elected in Alas
ka. The goal was 60 Assemblies. 

The :\'ational Spiritual Assem
blv unveiled the "Hub Assemblv" 
concept to delegates and guests . 
"Hub" Assemblies are those As
semblies that are centrally located 
in communities that ser~e as cul
tural, social or transportation cen
ters for surrounding areas. 

The 19 "Hub" communities 
identified b~' the National Spiritual 
Assembly are targets for develop
ment so that they, in turn, can 
support Baha'i community devel
opment in the towns and villages 
around them. "Hub" communities 
identified have either a Spiritual 
Assembly or Baha'j Group at pres
ent. 

Con\'ention participants were 
asked to select one of the seven 
Alaskan priority communities and 
one of the 19 "Hub Assembly" 
areas for prayers during the pres
ent Baha'j year . 

• 
Forty believers from many parts 

of Alaska who are either involved 
in business or interested in the 
subject gathered May 31-June 1 at 
the Anchorage Regional Baha'i 
Center for a "Baha'i Business 
Workshop" sponsored by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Alas
ka. 

The workshop included much 
time for participants to discuss 
business-related topics. Structure 
for the workshop was provided by 
speakers \,'ho discussed the bene
fits and problems faced by Baha'is 
as employers and employees. 

Other topics discussed included 
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investing in a businessj the acqui
sition and use of wealth; "Politics, 
Business and Baha'is," and estate 
planning and how this can benefit 
the Fund. 

Participants explored the Writ
ings as well as practical problems 
faced by believers operating a bus
iness. Consultation led to the ob
servance that profit is not a bad 
concept, and that success in busi
ness is important not only for the 
businessman or businesswoman 
but also for the Faith through sup
port of the Fund. 

Two suggestions emerged from 
the workshop discussions. One 
was that a "talent pool" listing of 
Alaskan believers should be com-

Fiji Islands 

• 

Participants at a Balui'i Youth Study 
Weekend Mall 3-4 are shown in front 
of the Natio;1Ql lfa:;:.iratu'l-Quds ill 
Suva, Fiji Islands. Yee Wah Sing, the 

United Kingdom 
Fifteen people have attended 

firesides in Middlesbrough, Unit
ed Kingdom, during the past two 
years as a result of quotations from 
the Writings that have appeared 
on the local newspaper's church 
page. 

Five of these seekers have em-

piled. The listing would include 
individuals' professional skills and 
experience for the benefit of po
tential Baha'i employers. 

The other idea proposed is that 
a feasibility study be conducted on 
methods and costs involved in es
tablishing a Baha'i investment 
fund. Such a fund could be cre
ated when enough money was ac
cumulated to make it possible. 

The National Spiritual Assem
bly of Alaska sent out question
naires to believers prior to the 
"Baha'i Business Workshop," and 
received positive responses to the 
idea along with suggestions for 
v\'orkshop topics. 

young man wearing a white shirt and 
standing in the center of the back row, 
is the first Fiji-born Chinese to accept 
the Faith in the Fiji Islands. 

braced the Faith. Several others 
\·"ho were first attracted bv the 
Baha'i quotations in the weekly 
church column still attend Baha'j 
functions. 



Honduras 

Artemus Lamb, a Continental Coun
sellor for South America, addresses 
the capacity crowd gathered June 7 at 
the Hotel Lincoln in Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras. The public meeting was 
part of a proclamation effort sponsored 
by the Spiritual Assembly of Teguci
galpa. 

Puerto Rico 
By early ApriL an island-wide 

proclamation and teaching cam
paign had reached 60 of Puerto 
Rico's 78 municipalities. 

The program, called "Crece con 
~osotros" (Grow with Cs), con
sists of sending teaching teams to 
an area to initiate radio and TV 
coverage, launch a direct-mail 
campaign and take advantage of 
other teaching opportunities. 

The campaign goals are to have 
believers in all 78 municipal dis
tricts of Puerto Rico and Assem
blies in 30 districts, to raise all iso
lated centers to Group strength, 
and to make the names "Baha'i" 
and "Baha'u'ILih" known to the 
average citizen of Puerto Rico. 

More than 80 believers have 
contributed their time to the suc
cess of the teaching program. 

A special pamphlet that in
cludes an address and telephone 
number for more information has 
alread~· resulted in inquiries. 

Six people in the audience at a 
public meeting June 7 in Teguci
galpa, Honduras, embraced the 
Faith immediately after the meet
ing ended. 

Speakers at the gathering were 
Continental Counsellor Artemus 
Lamb of Merida, Mexico, and 
three area believers. The theme of 
the meeting was "The Spiritual 
Foundations of Social Peace." 

The conference room was filled 
to capacity, and many in the audi
ence remained afterward for an in
formal question-and-answer per
iod. Many guests took pamphlets 
and purchased Baha'i books. 

,.~ 

Speakers at a proclamation meeting 
June 7 ill Tegucigalpa, Honduras, 
were (left to right! Jmemhm Sayydh of 
La Ceiba, Honduras; Angel Coca of 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras; Daniel Weg
ener, also of Tegucigalpa, and Contin-

United Nations 
Dr. Victor de Araujo, the repre

sentative to the United Nations for 
the Baha'i International Com
munitv, was invited to address the 
UN Department of Public Infor
mation's annual conference June 
19 for its accredited non-govern
mental organizations. 

The over-all theme of the con
ference was "The Moral Impera
tives of Opposing the Arms Race." 

Dr. de Araujo called the atten
tion of the 400 conferees to the 
need for unity, quoting Baha'u'llah's 
words. that "The well-being of 

The meeting was part of a proc
lamation campaign sponsored by 
the Spiritual Assembly of Teguci
galpa. Four hundred printed in
vitations that included a quotation 
from Gleanings from the Writings of 
Bahd'u'lldh had been sent to gov
ernment officials; political, intel
lectual and bU!7iness leaders, and 
to personal friends. 

Counsellor Lamb said that this 
was the first large proclamation of 
its kind in Tegucigalpa since the 
Hand of the Cause of God Ugo 
Giachery spoke in the same hotel 
some 15 years ago. 

ental Counsellor Artemus Lamb of 
.'vferida, Mexico. Six members of tile 
capacity audience declared their belief 
in Bahd'u'lldh immediately after the 
meeting ended. 

mankind, its peace and security 
are unattainable unless and until 
its unity is firmlv established." 

He spoke of the "inevitability of 
peace," pointing out that world 
unity is alreadv "a realitv ... 
though not an actuality." . 

Other Baha'i participants at the 
UN conference were Dr. Harrv 
Collymore, chairman of the ~a
tional Spiritual Assembly of Trini
dad and Tobago, who chaired a 
colloquium on "The Relationship 
Between National and Interna
tional Securitv," and Dr. Richard 
St. Barbre Baker, a well-known 
conservationist. 
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Bolivia 

Eigh t of the nille members of the Na
tiollal Spiritual Assembly of Bolivia, 
elected at its .\Jatiollal Convention last 

Paraguay 
Four of the five Baha'i

sponsored tutorial schools func
tioning in Paraguay at RiQvan 
were begun during the past year. 

Twenty-six indigenous Para
guayans, half of them Baha'i chil
dren, are taught five days a week 
at a school in Palomita. Materials 
and Baha'i book::; are provid~d by 
the National )ndian Teaching 
Committee. The teacher is paid by 
the government's Ministry ofEdu
cation. 

Groups of students ranging 
from 10 to 40 children and adults 
meet from two to five times each 
week at four other rural schools. 
Their teachers are Baha'is who are 
in the process of becoming certi
fied by the Ministry of Education, 
which ""iII then provide their sal
aries. 

Classes utilize Dios Nos llumina, 
a basic literacy text produced by 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Colombia. 
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April 25-27, gathered for this photo
graph with Counsellor Raul Pa11611 

Argentina 
The National Spiritual Assem

bly of Argentina undertook special 
projects at RiQvan to win back lost 
Assemblies and to strengthen 
those in rural areas of the country. 

A team of three believers man
aged to reach nearly all the com
munities assigned to them in the 
southern region of Argentina, in 
spite of hea\'y snowfalls and poor 
roads. 

In some cases they took native 
believers from one area to visit for 
the first time believers in a neigh
boring community. Six Assem
blies were formed as a result of 
their efforts. 

Felipe Jara, a traveling teacher 
from Chile, assisted in the election 
of five Assemblies, two of which 
had been lost the previous year. 

Another team of two believers 
visited nearly every community 
that had an' Assembly and all 
those that had lost them in north
ern Chaco Province and the city of 
Corrientes. 

(back r(Jw center, with dark \;lasses) 
and seperal Auxiliary Board members. 

They used a recorded message 
in the T oba language to help them 
explain Baha'i elections. This was 
much appreciated by the Indian 
believers. 

A second project in northern 
Argentina saw two pioneers meet 
with native traveling teachers in 
specific communities that had 
been previOllsly arranged by.tele
grams. 

Each individual took responsi
bility for assisting with the election 
of one or more Assemblies. One 
Indian believer rode his bicycle 80 
kilometers (about 50 miles) 'to and 
from a community where he 
helped v.'ith the election of an As
sembh'. 

At least 10 Assemblies were 
formed in Chaco Province, and the 
Assemblv in Corrientes ",'as re
elected. -



India 
A prominent story in the news

paper :\jorthem India Patrika of June 
9 begins with this statement: "The 
Uttar Pradesh Governor, \1r. C. P. 
\L Singh, has called upon the 
people to follow the teachings of 
the Baha'i Faith in order to bring 
peace and harmony in the strife
torn world." 

The Governor was inaugurating 
the Baha'i centenary celebration in 

Sweden 
The Hand of the Cause of God 

ego Giachery and Continental 
Counsellor Adib Taherzadeh were 
guest speakers in July at the 
Swedish \Iorwegian Baha'i Sum
mer School that was held in 
\16lnlvcke (near Gothenburg), 
Sweden, and attended bv 250 be
lievers and their children: 

Dr. Giacherv and :'vir. Taherza
deh touched on a number of topics 
including the restoration of 'Ab
du'llah-Pasha's house at the vVorid 
Centre, the recent deaths of the 
Hands of the Cause of God, de
tachment, and teaching the Faith. 

Other highlights of the school 
were a program of music and dance 
in a city park, a public meeting, a 
public concert featuring a number 
l,f Baha'l musicians, and a pro
gram hLlnl1ring Dr. Giacherv'<; re
centlv-deceased \\'ife, :\ngeline. 

Beiie\'ers from Sweden,-\:orwa\' 
and Finland participated in a \\'eek
long "\lidsummer Camp" in June 
at ArjeplL1g, Sweden, a mountam 
\'illage in Lappland that is a goal 
localih·. 

Believers from the three coun
tries shared the planning of this 
deepening prl1gram that alsu al
llw,;ed time for fellowship. 

[he iirst two summer c<lmp ses
sions fL~r belie\'ers in nc1rthern 
Scandanavia, in 1978 and 197Q

, 

\\'ere held in the Lofl~ten Islands 
and spllnsored b\' the \:orwegian 
Baha'I communitv. \.;e\.t vear's 
.. \tidsummer elm'p" will be held 
in Finnish Lappland. 

TWll Swedish Bah,i.·I"; \\'ere 
among the participants in the h5th 
InternatiLlnal Esperanto Cl>n~res5 

Lucknow, India. The newspaper 
article went on to say that the 
Governor "praised Baha'u'Ilah, 
the founder of the Baha'i Faith, for 
his great vlsion of oneness and his 
message of peace and brother
hood." 

On June 8 the same newspaper, 
published simultaneously in Luck
now and Allahabad, India, carried 
a lengthy article titled "The 
Baha'is-A Century in India." The 
article described the historv of the 
Faith in India, and listed some 

The Hand of tlte Cause of God Ugo 
Giacherv (seated. iuith hand raised) 
talks ,cit!1 SlL'edi~1z alld ,\Joncegiall be
lievers at tile Balzd'i Summer ScJIllol 
Ileld in fulll at .\fli'llllllcke (near Goth
ellburg), Sivede1/, mliattended by 250. 

held in August in Stockholm, 
Sweden. 

The :-..Jational Spiritual Assembly 
of Sweden sent a message of \\'el
come in Esperanto to the Congress 
delegates, and. a committee of 
Swedish belie\'ers arranged a pub-

Nigeria 
A grou P llf Ba hol' i m us loan s 

from \:igeria and the Cameroon 
Republi~ who compose and sing 
their own music have produced a 
cassette tape in commemoration of 
the 25th ,lnniwrsarv of the Faith in 
,\;igeria. 

The group, c,llling itself "The 
\Vaves of One Sea," began per
forming last \'ear in support of the 
C\l International Year of the Child. 

· ......... ~ ,--_. -,,-----~ 

Baha'i principles. 
Most of the English and Hindi 

newspapers in Lucknow reported 
on proclamation events planned 
by the Baha'i community in cele
bration of the centenary. All-India 
Radio and Television in Lucknow 
provided wide coverage of Baha'i 
events. 

The proclamation activities also 
were the subject of a motion pic
ture newsreel that appeared in 
June in theaters throughout India. 

Adib Taherzadeh, a Continental 
Counsellor for Europe, addresses the 
more then 200 believers at the Swedish! 
,\Jorwegian Balui'i Summer School held 
in fuly at M6'lnlycke,.5weden. 

lic meeting during the Congress. 

Several believers who have been 
studying Esperanto made a teach
ing trip through Sweden following 
the close of the Congress. 

The Baha'is appeared on Ka
duna television, on a local radio 
station and on a children's pro
gram in Jos, N'igeria. The group 
then performed at several schools 
in the northern states of Nigeria 
in conjunction with programs on 
the In ternational Year of the Child. 

Kaduna television adopted a 
song written by "The Waves of 
One Sea" as the theme song for a 
weeklv program. 
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-Questions and answers 
about the design 
and construction of 
the Baha'i T~mple 
ih Delhi, India 

(The following interview with Fariburz Sal.zba, the ar
chitect of the Bahti'i House of Worship in India, is reprinted 
from Baha'i News India, No. 37, May-June 1980.) 

• 
Question: Did you ever think of designing a Baha'i 

T.emple before the Indian Temple plan was advanced? 
~nswer: I have always considered the House of 

Worship as a sacred building of immense spiritual sig
nificance that in time may become a distinct element of 
the foundation of a school of Baha'i architecture. In 
view of this, I have never desired or attempted to de-. 
sign one. I often had ideas and'imagined different 
elements or parts of a Mashriqu'l-Adhkcir, but I did 
not envisage a form or shape for the total structure. 
The Mashriqu'l-Adhkcir being so exalted and glorious 
an institution, I entertained grandiose thoughts and 
speculated on innovative usages of illumination and 
water, for instance, for enhancing its grandeur, but I 
never harbored the desire nor dared to commit to 
pa per the thoughts and ideas that kept recurring to my . 
mind. In fact. it was the beloved Hand of the Cause of 
God, Dr. Muhajir, who first suggested that I design . 
the House of Worship for India. At that t~e I was 
working as associate architect on the design of the Seat 
of the Universal House of Justice., 

-On a cold winter night in Tehran I had the pleasure 
of driving Dr. Muhajir to his residence after a meeting 
of the Publishing Trust Committee. He affectionately 

. asked me many questions regarding the design of the 
Seat of the Universal House of Justice, and then quite 
unexpectedly inquired if I had any plan for the' 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar of India. When I replied that I had 
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'The deep respect for the lotus that spontaneously 
emerged from Indian hearts everywhere, the excitement in 
the eyes and their loving attachment to this sacred flower, 

kept me from considering other ideas for the design.' 

never even thought of it, Dr. Muhajir urged me to pre
.pare a design. This suggestion and the thought of such 
an undertaking kept me awake that night, but from 
then on I gave serious thought to preparing some de
sign. Now I just had to commit to paper the obscure 
images I had formed in my mind. Strangely enough., 
Dr. Muhajir did not forget this matteT and kept en
couraging me to pursue the work. 

When I met Dr. MuMjir for the last time, the Uni
versal House of Justice already had approved the de
sign for the Mother Temple of the In?ian sub
continent. He was at the airport, leaving Iran after a 
brief visit, when he inquired about the progress of the 
Temple, and with great interest he described the Delhi 
climate and the frequent dust storms of the area. 

For the last time, a week before his ascension, Dr. 
Muhajir, eager to know about Baha'i developments in 
India, talked to me on the phone and inquired about 
the progress in the work of the Temple. I am happy 
and grateful that your question has revived the mem
ory of our dear Dr. Muhajir and that snowy winter 
night that determined my role in the erection of the 
House of Worship in India. 

Q.: How did the idea of the lotus occur to you? Did 
you have other ideas besides the lotus? 

A.: It was almost three years ago that I came to India' 
to study the architecture and culture of this land. I did 
have different thoughts but I kept my mind com
pletely open to fresh ideas and influences. At this 
juncture I was trying not to be tied down to the first or 
any particular idea so that I might benefit fully from 
my studies. I tried to study, with detachment, the 
temples of India so that I might imbibe the maximum 
from the rich Indian culture. During this journey, 
which took me across the length and breadth of India 
arid, later, Sri Lanka, I visited many cities and villages 
and the holy places of different religions. I spoke with 
many Indians and inquired from those I met about 
their vision and ideal image of the Temple. 

I will always remember the sweet memories of this 
journey and the conversations of pure-hearted people 
who spoke of their temples and their aspirations. This 
journey provided me with fresh insights into the 
boundless horizons of Indian culture, and I came to 
realize that I should consider with respect and humil
ity, more than ever, this culture. I also realized what a 
very difficult task I was faced with, for I had to design a 
House of Worship that would, on the one hand, reveal 
the simplicity, clarity, and freshness of the Baha'i Rev-
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elation in distinction to the beliefs and man-made 
concepts of the many divided sects; and, on the other, 
show respect for the basic beliefs of all the religions of 
the pas t and act as a constant reminder to the followers 
of each Faith that all the religions of God are one. Dif
fering beliefs and opposing views had to be reconciled 
in the design of our Temple. 

It was an Indian Baha'i friend in a small city who, for 
the first time, spoke to me about the lotus flower as an 
idea for the Temple. At that time I was more impressed 
by his pure-heartedness, simplicity and kindness than 
by his concept and idea for a Temple. 

Next, in the Ajanta and EIIora caves, the impression 
of lotus flowers on the surface of the walls depicting 
the "throne of prophets" drew my attention to this 
flower. In South India, another Indian Baha'i, on 
learning of my interest in the lotus flower, showed so' 
much enthusiasm that he took great pains to locate a 
pond covered with this beautiful flower, and, brim
ming over with excitement took me to see the magnifi
cent blooms. His earnest description and explanations 
of whatever he knew about the lotus impressed upon 
me the deep-rooted significance of this flower in India. 

Later, I studied the art, culture and religions ofIndia 
from books I had collected. The deep respect for the 
lotus that spontaneously emerged from Indian hearts 
everywhere, the excitement in the eyes and their lov
ing attachment to this sacred flower, kept me- from 
considering other ideas for the design. My attention 
was now focused upon this concept. However, the 
critical question had yet to be answered as to how a 
flower could be translated into a building. However' 
symbolic or sensational it might be, such a design 
could also be regarded as trite and formalistic, and 
consequently vulgar and bereft of any architectural, 
value. -

When I recall my visit to India, I am convinced thlit ,-
at every step the blessings of Bahci'u'llah assis;·.·.~, ~nd' .-. 
guided this work. The difficulties and problems lesolv- ;'./' 
ed themselves in an amazing manner. This could not· " 
have been possible without the prayers of the Univer-
sal House of Justice, which I had solicited before com
ing to India. God willing, the dear friends in India will ~. -
join me in supplicating the Sacred Threshold of_ 
Baha'u'llah that this work may be completed without 
hindrance and to the entire satisfaction of the Univer-
sal House of Justice. 

Q.: What are the significant non-technical aspects of 
the design? 



An:hitect Fariburz 5aJ}ba points out some of the significant de
sign aspects of the Baha'i House of Worship in India. 

A.: I have already presented to you a copy of my re
port to the Universal House of Justice concerning the 
research on the lotus and the basic ideas for the design 
of the Temple. I shall briefly refer to them again here. 

The lotus represents the Manifestation of God and is 
also the symbol of purity and tenderness. Its signifi
cance is deeply rooted in the minds and hearts of the 
Indians. In the epic poem of the Mahabharta the 
Creator, Brahma, is described as having sprung from 
the lotus that grew out of Lord Vishnu's navel when 
that deity lay absorbed in meditation. There is a deep 
and universal reveren<:e for the lotus, which is re
garded as a sacred flower, being associated with wor
ship throughout many centuries. In Buddhist folklore 
the bodhisattva Avalokiteswara is represented as 
born from a lotus and is usually depicted as standing 
orsitting on a lotus pedestal and holding a lotus bloom 
in his hand. Buddhists glorify him in their prayers, 
"Om Mani Padme Hum" - Yea! Jewel in the Lotus. 

So you realize that the lotus, associated with wor
ship, has been a part of their life and thought for ages. 
It will be as though they had been worshipping in this 
Temple in their dreams for years. Now their vision be
comes a reality, and, God willing, some day they will 
enter and worship in it. 

Q.: You mentioned the importance of water and 
light~ ,What is the concept of lighting and use of water 

.' '. . d'? . c,:;, In your e51gn. . ,._ 
.'. 'A.: The whole superstructure.is~so designed as to 

function as a skylight. The interior dome is spherical 
and patterned after the innermost portion' of the lotus 
flower. Light enters the hall in the same way as it pas
ses through the inner folds of the lotus petals. The in
terior dome therefore is like a bud consisting of 36 pet
als, and light filters through these inner folds and is 

diffused throughout the hall. The central bud is held 
by nine open petals, each of which functions as a 

. skylight. Nine entrance petals complete the design. 
The external illumination is so arranged as to create 

the impression that the lotus structure is afloat upon 
water and not anchored to its foundation by having 
the light focused brightly on the upper edges of the 
petals. 

Regarding the use of water, a glance at the design 
will show that the nine pools around the building form 
the principal landscaping. At the same time, they rep
resent the green leaves of the lotus plant, thus complet
ing the picture of a lotus afloat on water. Moreover, 
the pools and fountains in them help to cool the air 
that passes over them into the hall. The superstruc
ture, the podium and the pools are designed as an in
tegrated whole and the parts cannot be separated. 

Q.: You must have worked into the design some re
quirements of the environment. Can you explain 
something in that regard? 

A.: This is a matter to which a great deal of thought 
has been given. Since the climate in Delhi is very hot 
for several months in the year, and the degree of 
humidity varies effectively, it seems that the only solu
tion for the ventilation problem is air-conditioning. 
However, this is very expensive to install and main
tain, and therefore not feasible for a Temple in India. 
On the basis of the methods of ventilation used in an
cient buildings a different, though complicated, solu
tion to the ventilation problem has been devised. This 
in a way could be called "natural ventilation," and is 
b,ased on the results of experiments known as "wind 
tunnel tests" and "smoke tests" at the Imperial Col
lege of London on the model of the Temple. The re
sults demonstrated that with openings in the base
ment and at the top, the building would act like a 
chimney, drawing warm air up within the hall and ex
pelling it through the top of the dome. Moreover, the . 
air at high speed and the pressure passing over the 
opening in the top of the dome acts exactly like an ex
peller, evacuating the air from within and causing 
fresh air to be drawn in from below into the hall. Thus 
a constant draft of cool air passing over the pools and 
through the basement flows into the hall and out 
through the opening at the top. This ventilation is 
complemented in two other ways. A set of exhaust 
fans is arranged in the dome to cool the concrete shell 
and prevent transference of heat into the Temple, 
while another set of fans will funnel air from the au
ditorium into the cold basement that, upon being 
cooled, will then be recycled back into the auditorium: 
Although this system and its maintenance is cheaper 
by f~1r, our calculations forecast pleasant and agreeable 
temperatures inside the Temple. 

Q.: Structurally, will the Temple be a unique en
gineering feat? 

A.: From the structural and technical point of view, 
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the design is very com plica ted and its construction will 
be quite difficult. In the preparation of the working~ 
drawings and calculations, we have taken recourse to 
the best computer facilities available in London. 

One of the most highly reputed firms of structural 
consultants, Messrs. Flint & Neill Partnership of Lon
don, has collaborated with us in this project. They 
have to their credit structural designs of many impor
tant buildings including the Panama Temple and the 

. National Theatre of London, which is among the dis
tinguished buildings of recent years. It has been a 
privilege and a pleasure for me to work with this firm, 
and especially with Dr. Flint who has supported us 
with his invaluable experiences. The Baha'i world will. 
long remember Dr. Flint for his services in the erectio~' 
of two Baha'i Temples. 

Another firm of consultants that has extended its 
fullest cooperation to us in checking our structural 
drawings and calculations is based in Switzerland and 
is headed by Dr. Naimi, a distinguished Baha'i en
gineer and university professor. I am very obliged to 
dear Dr. Naimi for his loving kindness and important 
advice. 

There are many others, Baha'is and non-Baha'is, to 
whom we owe a debt of gratitude for the sincere ser
vices they have rendered to this project. Chief among 
these are Miss H. Sedigh,a young Baha'i architect 
who has helped in researching into Indian culture; Mr. 
K. Rouhani for,his invaluable help in preparing differ
ent models from the design, and many other assis
tants, especially Mr. M. Ashraf, whose significant role 
as associate architect-in Phase II of the project is deeply 
appreciated. Mention must also be made of the fact 
that we have engaged the services of three other con~ 
sultants for electrical, plumbing and mechanical 
works, as well'as two Indian consultants as structural 
and architectural advisers. 

The design of our Temple has already attracted the 
attention of several architectural organizations and in
stitutions, and several articles on it have appeared in 
professional journals. The Science Museum of Lon
don, an institution of the highest repute, has decided 
to make a model of the design of. the Mash
riqu'l-Adhkar for display in their building materials 

_ collection. 

Q.: Can you give some idea of the size, capacity and 
dimensions of the Temple? .. _ 

--. A.: The height of the b1.j.iIding from the main en
trance level is 40.80 meters {lJof.64 feet). The height of 
the interior dome from the auditorium is 28 meters 
(92.4 feet). From the podium level the height of the en
trance, outer and inner petals, respectively, are 7.8 
meters (25.24 feet), 22.5 meters (74.25 feet), and 33.6 
meters (110.88 feet). 

The diameter of the central dome is 34 meters (112.2 
feet) and the seating capacity in the central hall is 
1,200. This capacity can be increased to more than 
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2,000 by using the entrance comers or galleries. 
The diameter of the superstructure across the en

trance petals is 70 meters (231 feet). The external diam
eter across the lotus pools is 130 meters (429 feet). 

If these details are read and studied with a photo
graph, you will get a good idea of the size and propor
tions of the Temple. 

Q.: After the initial approval of the design, what 
was involved in the preparation of the plan? 

A.: The most difficult step in the project was making 
the concept scientifically feasible. It took us almost 18 
months to translate the concept into structural designs 
and working drawings. The first task was to evolve a 
geometry on the basis of which the layout could be 
prepared and structural dimensions given to the build
ing. This was achieved with the assistance of our struc
tural engineer. We established an office in England 
and had long and detailed consultations until a feasi
ble structure was devised. Some 400 drawings were 
prepared showing every detail to enable to contractors 
to understand the structure completely and build ac
cordingly. The specifications not only conform to in
ternational standards, but also take into consideration 
local construction techniques and materials available 
in India. In spite of all this, both we and the contractors 
have a difficult task ahead. 

The process of the appointment of contractors has 
taken us almost eight months. Investigations were 
carried out by us, and only eight of the most highly re
puted contractors in the country were singled out, to 
whom tender forms were issued. These were firms 
with the highest expertise and equipment, and 
through a process of elimination the contract was 
eventually awarded to Mis Engineering Construction 
Corporation Ltd. This is the most prestigious firm of 
contractors specializing in the field of complicated _ 
concrete structural work. Their machinery and· 
equipment has already arrived at the site, 'and work is 
going on. 

Q.: How long will construction take? 
A.: According to our contract, the work is expected 

to be completed in three years' time. This period is es
timated in the hope that all the materials needed for· 
the unimpeded progress of the construction will be 
available and procured in good time. It is also hoped 
that no other important technical or financial probl~ms 
may arise during this period. Of course, we place our·· -
hopes on the grace and bounty of Baha'u'llcih. 

Q.: What has been the general reaction of those who 
have been introduced to the Temple concept in India?' 

A.: All who have come to know the design and other 
details have appreciated it. People of importance, both 
in technical and non-technical fields, have expressed 
admiration for the design, and those I::oncemed have 
extended their fullest cooperation to the project. 



THE LOTUS 
DESIGN 

Powerful religious 
symbolism led 

architect to choose 
exquisite Temple concept 

(The following is an excerpt from 
architect FaribuTZ Sal;rba's report to the 
Universal House of Justice on the pro
posed design for the Baha'i House of 
Worship in India.> 

• 
It is possible to see in the archi-

tecture of India, to an extent prob
ably unknown elsewhere, the 
roots of religion in a most clear 
and distinct manner. The mean
ingful, significant, and powerful 
symbols which can be seen in the 
buildings and in their ornamenta
tion, and even in the surroundings 
in which they have been placed, 
draw their inspiration from the re
ligious convictions of the people, 
convictions which form an integral 
part of the Indian way of life. The 
very bushes growing in the corner 
of a temple courtyard or the color 
of the courtyard wall can tell us 
which religion the temple belongs 
to. In this way we can discover the 
allegorical meanings which the 
forms, the colors, the statues in a 
temple are meant to convey,. to 
such an extent that we can call In
dian architecture an architecture of 
allegory, of symbol, in that hidden 
meanings dwell in every shape 

and form. These hidden meanings 
have a close and inspiring connec
tion with the life of the people of 
this country. 

Against such a background, we 
find ourselves faced with two ma
jor questions regarding the design 
of a Mashriqu'l-Adhkar for India. 
We understand from some of the 
beloved Guardian's statements, 
for example in his letter to the 
Baha'is of the U.S. and Canada 
(dated October 29, 1929), that a 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar should be a 
symbol manifesting the Baha'i 
Faith, revealing the simplicity, 
clarity, and freshness of this new 
Revelation, in distinction to the 
beliefs of the many divided sects 
who are clinging to dead, man
made concepts, each, desiring to 
pray in his own fashion, or to dis
play the symbols of his own faith. 
. On the other hand, in showing 

respect for the basic beliefs of the . 
religions of the past the Mashri-

. qu'l-Adhkar must act as a constant 
reminder to the followers of each 
faith that all the religions of God 
are one and that the Baha'i Faith, 
for all that it may have many new 
features, is in no way cut off or 
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detached from the life of the In
dian people, but rather looks upon 
them all with respect and love. 

Basing our researches on the 
above sentiments, and seeking at 
all times to discover a common 
strand running through the sym
bolism of the many religions and 
sects to be found today in India, 
we undertook a study in the hope 
that we could prepare a design 
which, while it would in no way 
imitate any of the existing archi
tectural schools of India, would 
remain familiar to the Indian peo
ple, in the same way that, when 

. one speaks to them of the teach
ings and principles of th~ Bah~'i 
Faith thev sense that here IS a VIS

ion becoine reality, a dream ful
filled, albeit expressed in words 
that are new and even unheard of. 

Sacred symbol 

Researches on India and Indian 
architecture clearly show that, 
despite the outward dissimilarities 
to be seen between various tem
ples, we can sometimes discover 
significant and sacred symbols 
regarded as holy and divine by all 
the Indian religions, symbols 
which have even penetrated to 
other countries and other religions 
such as .Islam. One of these sym
bOls is the sacred flower of the In
dians, the lotus. 

Although it would be preferable 
to begin a discussion of the lotus 
with a survey of the Mandala, one 
of the oldest religious symbols in 
the world, we shall move directly 
into our discussion without such 
preamble. 

To the Indian taste the lotus has 
always been the fairest flower; it 
has enjoyed an unparalleled pop
ularity throughout the length and 
breadth of India from the earliest 
times down to the present day, as 
shown by its predominance in lit
erature and art. Beginning to be . 
mentioned in the oldest Veda it 
plays a prominent part in the. 
mythology of Brahmanism. To the 
later Sanskrit poets it is the em-
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blem of beauty to which they con
stantly compare the faces of their 
heroines. The lotus, moreover, en
ters into Indian art of all ages and 
all religions as a conspicuous dec
orative element. It appears thus on 
the oldest architectural monu
ments of Hinduism as well as later 
on those of Buddhism and Jainism 
all over India. With the spread of 
Buddhism to the countries of the 
Farther East, its use as an orna
ment in religious art has extended 
as far as Japan. 

1. In literature-The lotus is al
ready named in the Rigveda and is 
mentioned with increasing fre
quency in the later Samhitas. In 
the Atharvaveda the human heart 
is compared with the lotus, and 
the Panchavimsa Brahmana speaks 
of its flower being "born of the 
light of the Constellations." In 
the Brahmanas the lotus first ap
pears associated with the Creator 

Prajapati in cosmogonic myths. 
Thus the Taittiriya Brahmana tells 
hoe Prajapati, desiring to evolve 
the universe, which in the begin
ning was fluid, saw a lotus-leaf 
(puskara-pama) standing erect out 
of the water. Thinking that it must 
rest on something, he dived in the 
form of a boar, and, finding the 
earth below, broke off a fragment, 
rose with it to the surface, and 
spread it out on the leaf. Again, 
the Taittiriya Aranyaka relates that, 
when the universe was still fluid, 
Prajapati alone was produced on a 
lotus-leaf. 

Later, in the epic poetry of the 
Mahabharata, the Creator, under 
the name of Brahma, is described 
as having sprung from the lotus 
that grew out of Vishnu's navel, 
when that deity lay absorbed in 
meditation. Hence one of the epi
thets of Brahma is lotus-born 
(abja-ja, abja-yoni, etc.) The lotus 
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'The lotus is ... found from the earliest times conven
tionalized either as a seat or as a pedestal on which divine 

or sacred beings rest in a sitting or standing posture.' 

is thus aLc:;o connected with Vishnu, 
one of whose names is accordin9ly 
padma-nabha, "lotus-naveled.' It 
is further associated with Vishnu's 
wife Lakshmi, goddess of fortune 
and beauty, in the Mahabharata, 
where the myth is related that 
from Vishnu's forehead sprang a 
lotus, out of which came Sri (an
other name of the goddess), and 
where one of Lakshmi's epithets is 
padma, "lotus-hued." The Mahab
harata, in its account of Mount 
Hailasa, the abode of Kubera, the 
god of wealth, describes his lake 
Nalini and his river Mandakini as 
covered with golden lotuses. 

2. In art-As regards its appli
cation in religious art, the lotus 
figures, with the rise of that art in 
India, on all the Buddhist monu
ments which came into being in 
different parts of the country from 
about 200 B.C. onward. In its sim
plest form the expanded lotus is 
very frequent as a circular orna
ment in the sculptures at Sanchi, 
Bharhut, Amravati, and Bodh 
Gaya, as well as in the rock-cut 
Buddhist temples 0.£ Western India, 
being introduced as a medallion on 
pillars, panels, and ceilings. Very 

. elaborately carved half-lotuses 
sometimes appear used thus, or, 
in Sri Lanka (Ceylon), as so-called
moon-stones-semi-circular stone 
slabs at the foot of staircases. Lo
tuses growing on stalks also occur 
in the sculptures of Bandhara and -
of Mathura .. and often figure iri 
elaborate floral designs on pillars of. 
Sanchi or the panels of Amaravati. 

The lotus is further found from 
the earliest times conventionalized 
either as a seat or as a pedestal on 
which divine or sacred beings rest 

in a sitting or standing posture. 
The oldest and most striking ex
ample of this use-is exhibited in 
the figure of the Hindu goddess 
Lakshmi, in the Buddhist sculp
tures at Udayagiri, at Bharhut, and 
especially at Sanchi, where it is 
frequently repeated on the gate
ways of the Great Stupa. Lakshmi 
is portrayed sitting or standing on 
a lotus and holding in each hand a 
lotus-flower which is watered by 
two elephants from pots raised 
aloft by their trunks. This ancient 
type is found all over India at the 
present day; it even occurs among 
the old sculptures at Polonnaruwa 
in Sri Lanka. 

Widespread use 

After Buddha began to be rep
resented in sculpture, his image 
constantly appears sitting cross
legged on a lotus seat, occasionally 
also standing on a lotus pedestal. . 
In this form it occurs, for instance, 
at, Rajgir in Behar, in the Kanheri 
caves near Bombay: and often in 
the Gandhara monuments of the 
Northwest. From the latter region 
this type spread beyond the con
fines of India, reappearing in 
Nepal, Burma, China and Japan. 
Even when the seat is not actually 
the flower itself, two, three, or 
four lotuses are, in the Gandhara 
sculptures, carved on its front. 
Such lotuses are even found de
'!ineated on a footstool on which 
Gautama rests his feet instead of 
sitting cross-legged. The number 
of the petals of such lotuses varies 
from four to six. 

The use of the lotus seat has 
been extended to images of bod-

hisattvas not only in India but in 
Buddhist countries bevond its 
border. Thus Manjusri·is repre
sented sitting in this way not only 
at Samath, near Benares, but also 
in Java and Tibet. In a modem 
Tibetan picture Maitreya is depict
ed on a lotus seat, and the figure 
of a Persian bodhisattva sitting on 
a seat adorned with lotuses and 
pained on a wooden panel was 
discovered by M.A. Stein during 
his first expedition to Central Asia. 
Even in China the bodhisattva 
Avalokitesvara occurs sitting on a 
lotus seat, and in Nepal also as 
standing on a lotus pedestal. The 
lotus is otherwise intimately con
nected with this bodhisattva; for 
he is represented as born from a 
lotus, and he regularly holds a lo
tus in his hand, whence is derived 
his epithet of Padmapani, "lotus
handed." To him, moreover, refers 
the Buddhist formula Om Mani 
Padme Hum ("Yea 0 jewel in the 
lotus! Amen"), which at the pres
ent day is the most sacred prayer 
of the Buddhists in Tibet. The per
sistence of this application of the 
lotus is indicated by the fact that it 
often appears not only in modern . 
Indian brass images of Hindu gods, 
but even in seated portraits of 
Maharajas of the 19th century. 

The lotus seat and pedestal have 
an almost universal application in 
connection with the· figures of 
Hindu mythology. Thus Brahma 
appears seated on Vishnu's navel 
lotus. The three great gods of the 
Hindu triad, Brahma, Shiva, and 
Vishnu, with their respective 
wives, Sarasvati, Parvati, and . 
Lakshmi, as well as Agni, god of 
fire, Pavanna, god of wind, Gari-
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'Primarily, the lotus-flower appears to have 
symbolized ... the idea of superhuman or dMne birth; 

and secondarily, the creative force and immortalitY: 

esa, god of wisdom, Vishnu's in
carnation Rama, and the demon 
Ravana, are all found represented 
on a lotus seat. Vishnu, in addi
tion, regularly holds a lotus in one 
of his four hands. A lotus pedestal 
also serves as a stand for images of 
the god India, of Vishnu and near
ly all his incarnations, and of the 
sun-god Surya; in Sri Lanka also of 
Shiva and Parvati, as well as of 
Kubea, god of wealth, and in Tibet 
of Sarasvati, goddess of learning. 

Creative force 

Similarly, in the ancient Jain 
sculptures found at Mathura the 
lotus constantly occurs as a medal
lion or in more elaborate floral 
decoration. It also appears as the 
symbol of the sixth Jina, or Saint. 
At the present day it is wor
shipped generally by the Hindus 
in India, and even by some Mus
lims in some parts of the country. 

3. In Buddhism-The symbol
ism of the lotus-flower (padma, 
pundarika, utpala) was borrowed 
by the Buddhists directly from the 
parent religion Brahmanism. 
Primarily, the lotus-flower ap
pears to have symbolized for the 
Aryans, from very remote times, 
the idea of superhuman or divine 
birth; and secondarily, the creative 
force and immortality. The tradi
tional Indian and Buddhist ex~ 
planation of it is that the glorious 
lotus-flower appears to spring not 
from the sordid earth but from the 
surface of the water, and is always 
pure and unsullied, no matter 
how impure may be the water of 
the lake. It thus expresses the idea 
of supernatural birth, and the 
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emergence of the first created ob
ject from the primordial waters of 
chaos; hence also the flower was 
regarded as the matrix of the Hin
du creator himself, Narayana, and 
of his later form as the god Brahma, 
who are respectively figured and 
described as reclining and seated 
upon a lotus-flower. As an em
blem of divine purity, the lotus
flower is instanced in the pre
Buddhist Vaishnavite Bhagavad
Gita; and this was possibly its 
significance when it was first ap
plied to the historical Buddha, 
Sakyamuni. 

As an emblem of divine birth, 
the lotus is the commonest of mo
tives in Buddhist art and literature, 
as has been noted above. In the 
Buddhist par!}dise of Sukhavati, 
the goal of popular Mahayana 
Buddhists, where no women exist, 
everyone is born as a god upon a 
lotus-flower (Soddhama-pundari
ka) and there are lotus-flowers 'of 
manigems. The Western notion of 
the beauty of "lotus-eating"is pos
Sibly a memory of this old tradi
tion of divine existence. 

A form of this myth of divine 
lotus birth is probably the myth 
which invests Buddha with the 
miraculous power of imprinting 
the image of a lotus-flower on the 
earth at every step that he took. 
The references to this are innum
erable in the Pali canon; but in the 
book whichJhe present writer has 
shown to be manifestly the earliest 
of all the books of that canon, the 
Mahapadana Suttanta, the ac
count of the infant Buddha's first 
seven steps makes no mention of 
the lotus-flower imprints that ap
pear in the later versions. 

The lotus was especially identi-
, fled with the sun. This association 
doubtless rested upon the natural 
observation that the flower 
opened when the sun rose and 
closed at sunset, so as to suggest 
to the primitive mind the idea that 
the flower might be the residence 
of the sun during its nocturnal 
passage through the underworld, 
or that it might be the re-vivifier, 
resurrector, or regenerator of the 
fresh or refreshened sun of the 
next day. Its very large multi
rayed flowers would also contrib
ute to this association. It is probab
ly from its association with the sun 
that we find the lotus-flower in the 
Gandhara sculptures, and often 
subsequently, taking the place on 
Buddha's footprints of the 'wheeled 
disk of the sun with its thousand 
spokes." This possibly was the 
Aryan queen of heaven, the Brah
prints. 

Architectural traces . 

The device of a lotus-flower in 
the hand seems to have symbol
ized not merely divine birth but 
the possession of life everlasting, 
and the preservation and procrea- . 
tion of life. Such was it with the 
Aryan queen of heaen, the Brah~ 
maoist goddess Sri, and her deriv
ative, the Buddhist Tara, both of 
whom have the title "Garlanded 
by Lotuses." In the. mystical Vedic:~ 
pre-Buddhist Satapatha Brahrnana, . 
the lotus was a symbol of the 
womb, and as we have seen, it 
appears to have this sense in the 
famous "Om Mani Padme Hum" 
formula. Probably, therefore, such 
a meaning may be in part implied 

J 



in the lotus held in the hand of 
Avalokita, the consort of Tara, to 
whom that formula is now special
ly addressed. In the hand of Mai
treya, the next coming Buddha, 
and other divine bodhisattvas of 
Gandhara, the lotus in the hand, 
however, may have had a meta
physical significance and have de
voted the preservation of the life 
of t~e law and the revivifying of 
the !?ame. It was possibly in this 
sense as cherishers of the law that 
we find that a lotus-flower adorns 
the hands of many of the images 
of Buddhas and bodhisattvas who 
do not specially possess the attri
bute of a lotus held in the hand. 

The lotus symbol can be easily 
traced in Zoroastrian architecture. 
The carving of Ardashir II at Taq-i
Bustan shows Mithra standing on 
a lotus flower. In the bas-relief at 
Persepolis the king and most of his 
nobles each hold a lotus in their 
hands. The lotus flower is one of 
the oldest and most beautiful ele
ments used in the patterns of Per
sian carpets, and it can often be 

seen in Islamic architecture of the 
Seljuq and later periods. For ex
ample, the shape of a lotus occurs 
in the design of the perforated 
plaster work in the mihrab (prayer
niche) of the Malik mosque in 
Kirman. 

The points mentioned above in 
connection with the lotus serve to 
show how the lotus is a unifying 
symbol in all the Indian religions, 
but in the design of the Mashriqu'l
Adhkar, the svmbol has been em
ployed in an unprecedented fash
ion. It should be said that the most 
basic idea in the design is that light 
and water should be used as its 
two fundamental elements and 
that these two elements are alone 
responsible for the ornamentation 
of the House of Worship, in place 
of the thousands of statues and 
carvings to be found in other tem
ples. 

:. 
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' ... however inspiring the conception of Baha'i 
worship ... it cannot be regarded as the sole, nor even 

the essential factor in the part which the Mash riqu 'I-Agnkar, 
as designed by Baha'u'lIah, is destined to play 

in th~ organic life of the Baha'i community.' 

stances and in varying measure, mirrored forth to a 
dark and wayward world the light of heavenly guid
ance. 

But however inspiring the conception of Baha'i wor
ship, as witnessed in the central Edifice of this exalted 
Temple, it cannot be regarded as the sole, nor even the 
essential factor in the part which the Mash
riqu'l-Adhkar, as designed by Baha'u'llah, is destined 
to play in the organic life of the Baha'i community. Di
vorced from the social, humanitarian, educational and 
scientific pursuits centering around the Dependencies 
of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar, Baha'i worship, however 
exalted in its conception, however passionate in its 
fenror, can never hope to achieve beyond the meagre 
and often transitory results produced by the contem
plations of the ascetic or the communion of the passive 

Worshippers gather for silent prayer in the auditorium of the 
Bahd'i House of Worship in Wilmette, Illinois. 

worshipper. It cannot afford lasting satisfaction and 
benefit to the worshipper himself, much less to hu
manity in general, unless and until translated and 

1 transfused into that dynamic and disinterested service 
to the cause of humanity which it is the supreme 
privilege of the Dependencies of the Mash
riqu'l-Adhkar to facilitate and promote. Nor will the 
exertions, no matter how disinterested and stren
uous, of those who within the precincts of the Mash
riqu'l-Adhkar will be engaged in administering the af
fairs of the future Baha'i Commonwealth, fructify 
and prosper unless they are brought into close and 
daily communion with those spiritual agencies center
ing in and radiating from the central Shrine of the 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar. Nothing short of direct and con
stant interaction between the spiritual forces emanat
ing from this House of Worship centering in the heart 
of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar, and the energies con
sciously displayed by those who administer its affairs 
in their service to humanity can possibly provide the 
necessary agencies capable of removing the ills that 
have so long and so grievously afflicted humanity. For 
it is assuredly upon the consciousness of the efficacy of 
the Revelation of Baha'u'llah, reinforced on one hand 
by spiritual communion with His Spirit, and on the 
other by the intelligent application and the faithful ex
ecution of the principles and laws He revealed, that 
the salvation of a world in travail must ultimately de
pend. And of all the institutions that stand associated 
with His Holy Name, surely none save the institution 
of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar can most adequately pro
vide the essentials of Baha'i worship and service, both 
so vital to the regeneration of the world. Therein lies 
the secret of the loftiness, of the potency, of the unique 
position of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar as one of the out
standing institutions conceived by Bahci'u'llah. 
(Shoghi Effendi, in The Balui'i World, Volume XIV, pp. 
476-477) 
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Around the world 
Portugal 

One hundred seventy-five delegates 
and guests attended the 19th National 
Baha'i Convention in Lisbon, Portu-

One hundred seventy-five peo
ple attended a proclamation meet
ing June 20 at the University of 
Lisbon, Portugal, sponsored by 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Portugal. 

Fernando Mesquita, a member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly, 
spoke on the topic "Humanity: 

The Netherlands 

Shown here is the cover of the 
November 30, 1979 issue of Actueel 
Onderwerp (Topical Subject), a 
weekly publication popular with young 
people in The Netherlands. This issue 
WVl5 written by a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of The 
Netherlands at the invitation of the 
publisher, the Foundation for Indi
vidual Education. In addition to news-

. stand sales, Actueel Onderwerp has 
80,000 subscribers including most 
school libraries in The Netherlands. 
This issue on the Faith was ranked 
ftmrth out of 52 in a year-end reader 
interest survey conducted by the pub
lisher. 
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gal, April 26-27. It was reported at the 
Convention that the Portuguese com
munity had achieved a goal estab-

Where is it Heading?" The procla
mation program included music, 
the presentation of a film on the 
dedication of the House of Wor
ship in Panama, and a panel dis
cussion by three believers who 
later answered questions from the 
audience. 

Many people in the audience 

lished last year by making its summer 
school financially self-sufficient. 

congregated at the literature dis
play after the program to talk with 
believers. 

The National Spiritual Assem
bly described the proclamation as 
a success and indicated that it plans 
to sponsor other proclamations at 
the University of Usbon. 

Dominican Republic 

The July 12 edition of El uribe, a 
daily newspaper in the Dominican 
Republic, carried a fun-page story 
on Sheila Rice-Wray, a 30-year 
pioneer to that country from the 
United States. 

Several attractive photographs 
accompanied the article that ap-· 
peared on Page 1 of the paper's 
second section and included a 
sympathetic description of the· 
Faith, its history and tenets. . 

Miss Rice-Wray's "instant fasci
nation with the country" during 
her 1947 visit is related along with a 
description of her career teaching 
English in the Dominican Republic. ... 



India 

Eighty-seven people declared 
their belief in Baha'u'IIah during a 
nine-day procIamation effort May 
29-June 6 in Tumkur, India, during 
which th~ Baha'i message reached 
an estimated 70,000 residents. 

Teams of believers, one of which 
included an' Auxiliary Board 
member and a visiting Baha'i from 
Iceland, distributed 16,000 bro
chures inviting residents to the 
various proclamation activities. 

Believers staffed a Baha'i exhibit 

Trinidad/Tobago 

Peter McLaren, a Continental 
Counsellor for South America, was 
one of the speakers at a National 
Teaching Conference held July 6 at 
the Palmvra Baha'i Center that was 
attended by believers from all 
parts of Trinidad and Tobago. 

A new National Teaching Plan 
with a goal of 10,000 deepened be
lievers was announced by the Na
tional Teaching Committee. The 
plan includes specific goals for cer
tain communities in Trinidad and 
Tobago as well as the planning of 
children's classes and youth activ
ities. 

The believers of Tobago volun
tarilv decided to increase their as
signed teaching and consolidation 
goals. 

A total of 3,700 students at three 
schools in southern Trinidad heard 
about the Faith during the past 
year. Each of the proclamation 
programs was first requested by a 
Baha'i student at each school. The 
Baha'i speakers then met with the 
school's principal. 

The principal at one school was 
so favorably impressed with the 
Baha'i presentation that he invited 
the believers to return to offer the 
students weekly sessions on the 
Faith .. 

Auxiliary Board member Law
rence Coward and four other be
lievers participated in a program 
June 22 on prayer and meditation 
for peace that was sponsored by a 
Christian group in South Diego 
Martin, Trinidad, and attended by 
approximately 100 people. 

"The Baha'is were invited to par-

.: 

that was set up in donated space in 
the center of the city during the 
proclamation period. 

The headmaster of Bapuji High 
School purchased a set of 17 Baha'i 
books for his school's library, ar
ranged for a Baha'i talk for his stu
dents, and asked them to prepare 
reports on the books. 

The headmaster at the state
supported Orphanage School in
vited believers to conduct classes 
each Sunday. 

A delegation of three believers in Port 
of Spain, Trinidad, presents Baha'i 
books to the mayor of the city during a 
week of proclamation activities June 15 
-21. Pictured (left to right) are Edna 
Ruth Caverly; Mr. S". Nagaratnam 
(seated), a traveling teacher from Ma
laysia; Mayor George Nehall; and 
Roderick Maze. Mayor Nehall told the 
believers that his predecessor had urged 

ticipate along with various church
es and religious groups in Trini
dad. 

The half-hour Baha'i presentation 
that included quotations from the 

Turkey' 
Ninety-two believers attended a 

Baha'i summer school June 21-27 
in southern Turkey. 

The school, the first held in the 
southern part of the country, was 

Thousands of residents attended 
a public meeting June 3, during 
which the city's superintendent of 
police and a highly-respected mer
chant spoke highly of the Faith. 

A group of Baha'i women who 
concentrated on reaching other 
women of Tumkur during the 
proclamation effort now conducts 
weekly firesides and makes trips to 
a nearby village to conduct weekly 
children's classes and to encourage 
new believers. 

him to extend every assistance to the 
Baha'is. Other activities during 
'Baha'i Week' in Port of Spain includ
ed the presentation of books to the pub
lic library and to a center for handi
capped children; a children's class that 
was followed by a visit to the zoo, and 
a potluck dinner and evening of enter
tainment. 

Writings and an explanation of 
Baha'i views on unity and peace 
was followed by several questions 
from the audience. 

organized by the Southern 
Anatolia Teaching Committee. Par
ticipants included students from 
Turkey, Cyprus and several Ara
bian countries. 
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Mexico 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
of Mexico, in an effort to bring its 
presence closer to the believers 
throughout the country, has been 
conducting some of its regular 
meetings outside of Mexico City, 
the location of the National Baha'i 
Center. 

This has allowed the Assembly 
to consult with local believers and 
regional teaching committees, in

,spire pioneers, and make further 
.progress in the goal of proclaiming 
the Faith to governmental leaders. 

In July, a Baha'i delegation pre
sented a copy of Bah,i'u'lltih and the 
New Era to General Eliseo Jimenez 
Ruiz, governor of the state of Oax
aca (pronounced "wa-HAC-ca"). 
The delegation was composed of 
membersof the National Spiritual 
Assembly and two local believers 
who are members of the Chinan
teeo and Zapoteco tribes. 

Members of the National Spiri
tual Assemblv were interviewed 
twice on Oax~ca radio and spoke 
at a public meeting in Oaxaca, the 
capital city of Oaxaca State. 

The National Spiritual Assem
bly hopes that Oaxaca, which con
tains many indigenous peoples, 
will soon become a mass teaching 
area similar to the Yucatan penin
sula, where there are now 100 
Spiritual Assemblies. 

Progress has been made on 
Mexico's goal of translating Baha'i 
prayers into indigenous languages. 
The short Obligatory Prayer has 
recently been translated into 10 
indigenous languages spoken.in 
the state of Oaxaca, where approx
imately 60 different languages are 
spoken and where approximately 
one-fourth of Mexico's indigenous 
people live. 

Uberia 
Quotations from the Baha'i 

Writings are broadcast twice a day 
over a radio station in Monrovia, 
tiberia, at no charge to the Baha'i 
community. 

Five minutes of Baha'i quota
tions are heard at the start and end 
of each day's programming on the 
radio station. 
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Taiwan 

The seventy-three believers and their 
guests who attended the Baha'i Sum
mer School July 26-28 at Taichung, 
Taiwan, posed for this group photo
graph. Participants attended classes on 

Baha'i proclamation kits were 
presented to government officials, 
radio station personnel and police 
officers during a month-long 
teaching campaign in July, in Hsin 
Ying, Taiwan. Approximately 
1,000 pamphlets were distributed 
in this small town in southern 

Van Kee Leong, a Continental 
Counsellor for South East Asia, 
paid a brief visit to Taiwan in June, 
visiting Baha'i communities in 
Taipei, Hsin Chu, Taichung, 
Taiping and Tainan. 

Mr. Leong described the South 

Finland 
Dr. Habib'u'lLih Zabihian, a member 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Finland, has been appointed an associ
ate member of the World Medical Asso
ciation. In response to this news the 
Universal House of Justice wrote on 

"November 7, 1979, ' ... The 
possibility of making important con
tacts for the Faith that this appoint
ment gives you can be very valu
able. . .' Dr. Zabihian, a fifth gener
ation believer, has served on the Na~ 
tional Spiritual Assembly of Finland 
since its formation in 1962. 

.-----~------.. ~ 

Baha'i history, teaching methods, 
Baha'i law. Five people declared their 
beliefin Baha'u'ILih on the last evening 
of the summer school that was held at a 
Taichung campground. 

Taiwan. 
Four residents of Hsin Ying de

clared their belief in Baba'u'llah, 
and the Southern Teaching Com
mittee extended the campaign for 
another two weeks in hopes of 
raising an Assembly in this goal 
area of Taiwan. 

East Asia Chinese Teaching Cam
paign and the importance of 
teaching the Chinese people 
everywhere. He also related some 
of his experiences during a recent 
visit to the United States and 
Canada. 



Australld 
In April, Baha'i communities 

throughout Australia commemo
rated the 60th anniversary of the 
opening of Australia to the Faith by 
the arrival in 1920 of John and Clara 
Hyde-Dunn, who later were to be 
named Hands of the Cause of God. 

Thirty-six Australian news
papers published stories about the 
Baha'i community's observance of 
this anniversary. 

Most newspaper accounts in-

Luxembourg 

Delegates and friends at the Baha'i 
National Convention of Luxembourg 

Bolivia 
A special conference was held this 
summer in Bolivia at which the more 
than 200 Baha'is present promised to 
bring 5,000 new believers into the 
Faith by the end of 1980. Continental 
Counsellors for South America Athos 
Costas, Mas'ud Khamsi and Raul 
Pavon attended the conference that was 
called by some of the older Indian 
Baha'is who wished to share the re
sponsibility for teaching in the rem~te 
mountain areas of the country wlth 
their younger counterparts. 

cluded photographs of the Dunns 
and mentioned their sacrificial 
pioneering work in Australia. They 
were in their late 50's when they 
left the United States for Australia. 

Many newspaper reports in
cluded explanations of the Faith, 
invitations to local Baha'i events, 
and notices of the National Con
vention. 

The Bendigo Advertiser wrote of 
"people from all over Australia 

held April 26-27 posed for this group 
photograph in front of the new Na-

who pause for thanksgiving and 
celebration tomorrow as the 60th 
year opens since the bringing of the 
Baha'i dream to this continent. 

"Sixty years after its introduction 
to this country," the article con
tinues, "the spiritual contagion has 
multiplied by thousands, as it is 
doing the world over, in the fastest 
growing religion on earth." 

tional J::l~iratu'l-Quds of Luxem
bourg. 
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MESSAGES 
from the Universal House of Justice 

MEMBERS VENERABLE COMMUNITY 
BAHA'U'LLAH'S FOLLOWERS HIS NATNE LAND 
ARE FAONG WIlli UTMOST NOBILITY HEROISM 
AND IN TRADITION THEIR ILLUSTRIOUS 
FOREBEARS ORDEALS SEVERITY OF WHICH IS 
REMINISCENT OF FEROCITY PERSECUTIONS 
HEROIC AGE OUR FAITI-!. INNOCENT BLOOD 
THEY ARE SHEDDING ALTAR SACRIFICE, IN
TENSE SUFFERINGS THEY ARE SERENELY BEAR
ING IN LOVE HIS PATH ARE RELEASING 
SPIRITUAL ENERGIES WHICH ARE ACCELERAT
ING MOMENlUM PROGRESS FAITI-I OPENING 
UP NEW HORIZONS AS IT IRRESISTIBLY 
FORGES AHEAD TOWARDS ITS ULTIMATE DES
TINY. 

UNITED NATIONS SUBCOMMISSION ON PRE
VENTION DISCRIMINA nON PROTECTION 
MINORITIES MEETING IN GENEVA FOLLOWING 
PRESENTATION MADE BY REPRESENTATNE 
BAHA'i INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY DIS
CUSSED APPROVED ON 10 SEPTEMBER RESO
LUTION EXPRESSING PROFOUND CONCERN 
OVER SAFETY BAHA'is IRAN AND REQUESTING 
UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY-GENERAL CON
VEY THIS CONCERN TO AUlliORITIES iRAN 
AND CALL ON THEM PROTECT FUNDAMENTAL 
RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS BAHA'i COMMUNITY. 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT MEETING. IN 
STRASBOURG AND COMPRISING OVER 400 MEM
BERS UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED ON SEPTEMBER 
19 HISTORIC RESOLUTION WHICH DENOUNCES 
SYSTEMATIC CAMPAIGN PERSECUTION iRAN
IAN BAHA'is. AND VIOLA TION THEIR 
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ELEMENTARY HUMAN RIGHTS, CALLS UPON 
GOVERNMENT fRAN GRANT BAHA'i COMMU
NITY LEGAL RECOGNmON AND PROTECTION, 
AND UPON FOREIGN MINISTERS EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITIES MAKE URGENT REPRESENTA
TIONS TO IRANIAN AurnORITIES CEASE PER
SECUTION BAHA'is ALLOWING THEM PRAC
TISE TIlEIR RELIGION FREELY AND ENJOY FUN
DAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS, AND REQUESTS 
MEMBER STATES IMPOSE EMBARGO ON ALL 
SALES OF SUBSIDIZED SURPLUS AGRICUL
TURAL PRODUCTS TO fRAN UNTIL FULL 
HUMAN RIGHTS ARE RESTORED TO IRANIAN 
CITIZENS. THIS REMARKABLE DOCUMENT 
ENDS WITH STATEMENT THAT EVIDENCE 
SUGGESTS ARRESTS EXECUTIONS OF BAHA'is 
ARE CONTINUING AND INCREASING ACCORD
ING TO PREARRANGED PLAN AND ONLY 
SPEEDY RESPONSE BY EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
CAN STOP TIlESE DEVELOPMENTS. 

REPORTS RECENED FROM ALL CONTINENTS 
ELOQUENTLY BEAR TESTIMON¥ TO SENSE OF 
UNITY FELT BY FRIENDS EVERYWHERE IN FACE 
DEPRIVATIONS THEIR PERSIAN BRETHREN. 
GENEROUS OFFERINGS OF TIME, EFFORT, AND 
RESOURCES IN MEMORY MARTYRS AND ON 
BEHALF OF IMPRISONED FRIENDS, AMONG 
WHOM ARE A COUNSELLOR, AUXILIARY 
BOARD MEMBERS, ENTIRE MEMBERSHIP NA
TIONAL ASSEMBLY AS WELL AS MEMBERS SEV
ERAL LOCAL ASSEMBLIES. TIlESE AFFLICTIONS 
HAVE ENABLED FRIENDS IN MOST COUNTRIES 
WORLD OVER PROCLAIM FAITH TO HIGHEST 



OFFICIALS THEIR COUNTRY AND NOISE 
ABROAD ITS TEACHINGS THROUGH MASS 
MEDIA. COUNTLESS PLEDGES OF LOYALTY 
AND OF RENEWED DEDICATION HAVE BEEN 
MADE TO SHOW IN lHE DAYS AHEAD GREATER 
SOLIDARITY AUDACITY ACHIEVE MORE STIR
RING VICTORIES FOR GOD'S HOLY FAITH. AL
READY DURING PAST SEVERAL WEEKS IN ONE 
COUNTRY LATIN AMERICA NUMBER BEUEVERS 
HAS MORE THAN DOUBLED RESULT EFFORTS 
INSPIRED BLOOD INNOCENT MARTYRS. LET 
MEN OF VALOUR IN OlHER COUNTRIES FOL
LOW IN 1HEIRFOOTSTEPS. 

CALL ON FRIENDS EVERYWHERE JOIN US IN 

WIlH HEARTS BRIMMING WITH GRATI1UDE 
FOR BOUNTIFUL CONFIRMATIONS BLESSED 
BEAUTY ANNOUNCE FOLLOWING RECENT AC
COMPUSHMENTS HOLY LAND: 

IN BAHJI JUST ACQUIRED STRIP OF LAND 
13,150 SQUARE METRES IN AREA BORDERING 
DRIVEWAY FROM WESTERN GATE BAHA'I 
PROPERTY. AREA ACQUIRED ADJACENT TO 
AND SOUTH OF PRESENT BOUNDARY OLIVE 
GROVE ENABLES SOUTHWEST QUADRANT 
GARDENS SURROUNDING MOST HOLY SHRINE 
BE COMPLETED. THIS ACQUISmON WAS MADE 
POSSmLE BY EXCHANGE AGAINST PROPERTY 
ON MAIN ROAD TO NAZARETH DONATED 
WORLD CENTRE BY DESCENDANTS LATE HU-

.-------~ 

PRA YERS THANKSGIVING FOR THESE VIC
TORIES WORTHY RESPONSES OF BAHA'i COM
MUNITY TO BITTER PERSECUTIONS BEING 
METED OUT ITS FOLLOWERS IN NATIVE LAND 
BAHA'U'LLAH. URGE ALL FRIENDS CONTINUE 
THEIR SUPPUCATIONS TO HIM THAT UNYIELD
ING INTRANSIGENT ATTITUDE OF IRANIAN 
AUTHORITIES TOWARDS BAHA'is MAY BE 
TRANSMUTED INTO CONFIDENCE IN AND 
GOODWILL TOWARDS PEACE-LOVING LAW
ABIDING MEMBERS PRESENTLY PROSCRIBED 
COMMUNITY. 

SAYN BAQIR KASHANI. 

The Universal House of Justice 
September 23, -1980 

ALSO PURCHASED NEARLY 50,000 SQUARE 
METRES AGRICULTURAL LAND ADJACENT TO 
AND NORTH OF MAZRA'IH PROPERTY AS PRO
TECTION TO MANSION IN RAPIDLY DEVELOP
INGAREA.-

SHIPMENT OVER 1,000 PIECES COMPRISING 
120 CUBIC METRES KATRINA CEDAR WOOD 
FROM TURKEY JUST CLEARED FROM HAIFA 
PORT FOR USE RESTORATION HOUSE 
ABDU'LLAH PA~tlA IN ' AKKA. 

The Universal House of Justice 
Departmen t of the Secretariat 

September 24, 1980 
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A FESTIVAL 
IN ECUADOR 

· -~~, -,------

Radio Baha'i presents its 3rd festival of folk music 

"Good afternoon, ladies and Otavalo area what has become a 
gentlemen. Promoting the culture much-anticipated annual event 
of our ancestors, Radio Baha'i each August in northern 
presents, live from Otavalo, its Ecuador-the festival offolk music 
third annual festival of folkloric sponsored by Radio Baha'i under 
music, 'Nukanchic Tono!' " 

With those words, Radio Baha'i 
announcer Marcelo Quinteros in
troduced to the people of the 



the direction of the National 
Sp!.ritual Assembly of Ecuador. 

Nukanchik Tono means "our 
music" in the Quechua language 
that is widely spoken in the 
Otavalo area, and is a fitting title for 
the festival that represents Radio 
Baha'i's effort to contribute to the 
preservation of the indigenous cul
ture of Ecuador and to encourage 
its artistic expression. 

This year, for the first time, 
people were able to enjoy the event 
via radio thanks to a new studio
transmitter link that allows live 
broadcasts from Otavalo. 

Knowledgeable judges 

The festival itself drew an audi
erice of some 4,000 people who 
gathered at a sports arena near the 
offices of Radio Baha'i, filling it to 
capacity and beyond. They came 
from many outlying villages 

'Los 1mbayas' compete with a song of 
their own creation that was especially 

A part of the estimated 4,000 persons 
who attended Radio Baha'i's third an-

around Otavalo and from the city 
itself-a delightful mixture of ages 
and races, all eager to see a festival 
featuring the enchanting native 
music of the Andes. 

well received. 

nual festival of folk music. 

" .... ,. ---------

The musical group 'Los Andes' performs 
with the Radio Baha'i technical crew in the 
foreground. 

Miss Maria Perugachi, an indig
enous believer, and Jaime Ruano, 
both members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Ecuador, 
and another indigenous believer, 
Auxiliary Board member Vicenta 
Anrango, served as masters of 
ceremonies, welcoming the many 
friends of Radio Baha'i who had 
come to support the festival. 

Each musical group performing 
at the festival was required to 
present at least one traditional song 
and another of its own creation. 
Judges considered the lyrics and 
music, the artistry of the presenta
tion, and the appearance and 
enthusiasm of the group. 

Judges were area residents with 
knowledge of the indigenous 
music and culture. They included a 
professor of the Quechua lan
guage, the director of a local music 
group, the owner of a music store 
in Otavalo, and the director of the 
executive committe of "Yamor," 
Otavalo's annual cultural festival. 

Amateur and professional 
groups performed, with music 
ranging from the lively sounds of 
last year's festival winner, "Los 
Andes," to a poignant and poetic 
folk song by the amateur group, 
"Jatarishun Runacuna," rhythmic 
offerings from the other amateur 
groups, "Los Cayapas," "Los 
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Top: The group 'Nukanchik Nan' 
onsmge during the festival rompeti
tion. Middle: The panel of judges (left 
to right (Ann Miller (a pioneerfrom the 
U.S.), Mercedes Quimbo, Prof. Re
migio CQceres, Galo Maigua, and Prof. 

Juan Flores Ruales, observes the 
competition carefully. Bottom: The 
group 'Las Runas' received the first 
plllce award in the professional cate
gory. 
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Tupari," "Los Atahualpa," "Los 
Romanticos," and "Los Imbaya," 
and polished performan.ses by the 
erofessional groups, "Nu1canchik 
Nan," from nearby San Juan, and 
"Los Runas," from Otavalo. 

"Los Romanticos," an all-black 
group frC?m the Chota Valley, some 
SO kilometers (31 miles) north of 
Otavalo, was especially well
received, and presented an encore 
while the judges tallied their 
scores, as did "Los Andes" which 
introduced its guest vocalist, 
seven-year-old Amado Maigua. 

Wlrv181'8 announced 

Before the prizes were awarded, 
Auxiliary Board member Rufino 
Gualavisi spoke. briefly about the 
Faith. His remarks were met with 
warm and appieciative applause. 

Then it was Professor Remigio 
caceres who came to the stage, car
rying with him the decision of the 
judges. After praising Radio Baha'i 
for its work in supporting. the 
values of the indigenous culture, 
Professor caceres announced the 
names of the winners: amateurs, 
"Jatarishun Runacuna"; profes
sionals, "Los Runas." 

The winning groups received a 
handsome trophy and the oppor
tunity to be presented on national 
television. 

Plans for next year's festival in
clude its presentation in a more 
spacious and adequate facility; the 
inclusion of a wider variety of 
musical groups from other regions 
of the country, as well as from 
other countries such as Bolivia and 
Peru; presentation of elimination 
rounds in the weeks before the fes
tival in towns and villages 
throughout Radio Baha'i's area of 
influence, rather than only in 
Otavalo; and expanded coverage, 
at least of highlights of the festival, 
by communications media of na
tional importance. 
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YOUTH CONFERENCE 
Baha'is from 40 countries, five continents 
'tum to Baha'u'lIah' in Fiesch, Switzerland 

About 1,000 Baha'is from more than 40 countries 
and five continents were present last September 6-10 
at Fiesch, Switzerland, in the canton of Valais for a 
European Baha'i Youth Conference. 

Among the participants were Continental Coun
sellors for Europe Eric Blumenthal, Betty Reed and 
Adib Taherzadeh. 

The youth came from all parts of Europe-from 
Hammerfest in Norway to Austria, Cyprus, Greece 
and Ireland; some had traveled for days by bicycle, 
train, motorcycle, auto, bus or airplane. Other young 
people came from places as far away as New Zealand, 
Peru, Greenland, Japan, the United States and is
lands in the Pacific. 

The Counsellors and others gave inspiring talks 
centered around the conference theme, "Turning to 
Bahci'u'lIah." . 

At the Counsellors' request, more than 100 of the 
. youth arose to pledge participation in various teach
ing projects in Europe. 

Another moving moment came when nearly 500 of 
the friends promised to serve the Faith in some im
mediate way, whether through teaching and 
deepening projects or other activities. 

Special prayers were said during the conference as 
some of the friends taught in three cities in Valais, 
with evening meetings planned in each of them. 

The German and French sections of the Swiss Tele
vision Network interviewed some of the friends and 
showed the conference in session, while coverage of 
the conference also was noted in several newspapers 
and on radio. . 

Contributions of more than $2,000 were made to 
the Funds and were distributed among representa
tives of each National Spiritual Assembly at the con
ference. 

Above: A musiall group from Great Britain performs during the 
European Youth Conference at Fiesch, Switzerland. Below: Some 

. of the nearly 1,000 Baha'is from 40 rountries who attended the 
five-filly ronference . 

\ ._' 
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NORTH INDIA 
PROJECT 

In the Punjab, a team of four Baha'is 
spreads Faith with joy and dedication 

North India Project team members included (left to right> 
Mania Rowhani, Mohan Lalwani, Samima Dawood. The 
fourth member was Mrs. Shirin Ashtari. 

• .-...y 1.1/BehII" News 

(The following account of a teaching project in the north
ern India area of Punjab was written by team member Mania 
Rowhani and first appeared in Baha'i News India.) 

• 
It seemed rather unlikely to the four of us, setting 

out from Bombay, that we could achieve much in the 
Punjab area. 

The goal was the fqrmation of Local Spiritual As
semblies in the north. An appeal was made for help
ers, and we four had volunteered our services. 

Besides myself, there were Mol].'an Lalwani, Mrs. 
Shirin Ashtari, and. Miss Samina Dawood. Mr. Lal
wani is employed in a firm, Mrs. Ashtari is a house
wife, Miss Dawood is a secretary, and I am a student. 

Though none of us was an experienced traveling 
teacher, nor had any of us been to the north for Baha'i 
teaching, our offer to go was accepted with thanks, 
and on October 28 (1979) a noisy crowd of relatives and 
friends bade us goodbye. 

This was the very first teaching trip for Samina and 
Shirin. Although we weren't aware of it then, it would 
be the kind of experience one treasures and tells one's 
grandchildren about. 

On arriving at the New Delhi train station we were 
greeted by R. N. Shah, secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of India, who escorted us to the 
Baha'i Center. Such VIP treatment made us realize 
that the project we were to undertake was no ordinary 
one, that great things were expected of us, and the 
knowledge made us feel all the more nervous. 

I 
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We were consoled, however, when we learned we 
would be accompanied to Chandigarh by Mrs. Kolly 
Baram, an Auxiliary Board member, and by the secre
tary of the National Teaching Committee, Dr. Va
sudevan. 

Arriving at Chandigarh, we found it worthy of its 
praise, being neatly divided into sectors with wide, 
dean roads, well-behaved traffic, modem homes and 
lovely, flourishing gardens. A gracious city filled with 
gracious people. 

Simple objectives 

The Baha'i families of Chandigarh were also the 
epitome of courtesy, uncomplainingly keeping us in 
their homes until the Baha'i Center could be cleaned 
and prepared for our use. 

Once we were settled came the important 
meeting-with the State Teaching Committee of Pun
jab to decide our plans and teaching arrangements. 
The objectives were simple: new districts had to be 
opened to the Faith and Local Assemblies formed 
there. Also, a Local Assembly that had recently been 
formed in Mandi needed a visit and some help to begin 
its Baha'i activities. Mohan, Samina and I volunteered 
for that project and soon left for Mandi, a beautiful hill 
station dose to Simla. 

The first Baha'is we met there were Vishwanath 
Sharma, a lawyer, and his wife. The Spiritual Assem
bly of Mandi includes one woman-dear Mrs. Sharma 
-two contractors, four lawyers, a school principal, 
and the Raja of Mandi! 

Though they all hold high social positions and are 
undoubtedly very busy, each has found time for 
teaching. It.indicates that they have accepted the 
Faith not only in their hearts, but have made it a part 
of their daily lives. 

Encouraged by their numerous contacts with the 
people of Mandi, we held several informal discus
sions, question-and-answer sessions, and slide 
shows. The people of Mandiare highly educated-the 
literacy rate could be dose to 100 per cent-and they 
investigate the Faith quite thoroughly. So when they 
accept it, it is with genuine conviction. It is a tribute to 
the Baha'is of Mandi that so much interest in the Faith 
has been generated there. 

One young man we spoke to at the college canteen 
wanted to know who had accepted the Faith in Mandi. 
When we named a few of them he was silent for a few 
moments, then said, "Yes, I know them. If they are 
Baha'is, it must be a good thing." 

The first meeting of the Spiritual Assembly of Mandi 
was a memorable one. They have initiated their Baha'i 
Fund, started a Baha'i library, will begin observing the 
Nineteen Day Feasts and holding weekly dawn 
prayers, and will try to obtain a Baha'i Center. More 
important, they have drawn up plans to form nine 
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more Local Assemblies in areas surrounding Mandi by 
the end of the initial two-year phase of the Seven Year 
Plan. And all of this from an Assembly that was barely 
one month old! 

Back in Chandigarh, Shirin and Mrs. Baram, with 
the help of the other Baha'is there, were making fresh 
conquests. They opened the areas of Morinda and 
Ropar to the Faith, finding many new friends and in
quirers. 

Three African students, who had become Baha'is a 
year ago (during a National Youth Committee cam
paign in Chandigarh) arranged a get-together lunch 
that was attended by 11 of their African friends. The 
afternoon was spent watching Baha'i slides, talking, 
answering questions, and making new friends. Before 
it was over the Africans invited the Baha'is to return, 
this time for dinner, which they themselves offered to 
cook. The invitation was happily accepted. 

On arriving for the dinner, the Baha'is found an 
added surprise-three Thai monks studying at the 
university had heard about the Faith and wanted to 
know more about it. So they too were invited. 

The memory of that evenIng will be with us for a 
long, long time. The little room held Africans, 
Iranians, Indians and Thais-representing the Chris
tian, Muslim, Zoroastrian, Hindu and Baha'i 
Faiths-eating together, talking, joking, compliment
ing the cooks, and just getting to know one another. 
Later, the light-hearted atmosphere gave way to a 
warmer, quieter mood when we spoke about the soul 
of man, religion, and the Baha'i Faith. Late into the 
night we talked, before the wonderful meeting ended 
with the soft sounds of spirituals and hymns. 

Winter school 

Keeping pace with the teaching activities were 
follow-up programs for seekers. The Chandigarh 
Baha'i community does an efficient job with regular 
firesides, deepenings and youth gatherings for inquir
ers and newly-enrolled Baha'is. Also, its local Youth 
Committee-vibrant and enthusiastic-arranged a 
winter school in Chandigarh last January. Other youth 
activities during our visit included regular trips to Pun
jab Univerity where there are several Baha'is including 
Dr. R. Sharma, head of the Biophysics Department at 
the Post Graduate Institute. 

The goal set by the Universal House of Justice is 300 
Local Spiritual Assemblies in northern India by RiQvan 
1981. The way things are moving the goal probably 
will be accomplished long before then. 

If you'd like to see the spirit of the Faith in action, 
simply book a ticket to Chandigarh, pack your bags, 
and go! You have nothing to lose-except perhaps 
your heart to that lovely place known as North India. 

i 
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Around the world 
Mauritius 

Continental Counsellor S. Appa ad
dresses the 100 believers who gathered 
last September 14 for a unity feast that 
.was held at the Temple site in 
Mauritius. Excerpts from letters and 

Colombia 

More than 100 residents of vari
ous villages along the Amazon 
River declared their belief in 
Baha'u'llah as a result of a travel
ing teaching trip last February by a 
group of indigenous believers. 

The teaching trip followed an 
international conference February 
2-3 in Leticia, Colombia, that was 
attended by nearly 40 believers 
from Brazil, Colombia and Peru, 

Zaire 
Three Spiritual Assemblies in 

Zaire have begun operating tutorial 
schools in their local communities. 
Construction of six more Baha'i 
schools is under way, and the gov-

French Guiana 
A group of four Baha'is in French 

Guiana, having read about the re
cent !I'artyrdom of Baha'is in Ta
briz, Iran, decided to pay tribute to 
their memory by opening a new 
locality to the Faith in French 
Guiana. 

Their efforts resulted in declara
tions from 22 residents of the town 
of St. Laurant. 

messages from the Universal House of 
Justice about the present world condi
tion, opposition to the Faith and the 
privilege and sacred duty of promoting 
the Cause were read. Counsellor Appa 

including four Auxiliary Board 
members. 

Auxiliary Board members Touba 
Maani and Sergio Couto of Brazil 
were present along with Auxiliary 
Board members Doris de Sanches 
of Colombia and Marco Nunez of 
Peru. William Rodriguez of Leti
cia, Colombia, attended the con
ference as the representative of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors 
for South America. 

"Never before have so many 
Baha'i teachers of different nation-

ernment plans to build 22 more 
such schools to be operated by 
Baha'is. 

The schools, known as Baha'i 
Education Centres, are open to 
everyone in the villages. Basic pri
mary education and training in 
simple trades and local crafts is of
fered along with spiritual educa
tion based on the Baha'i Writings. 

Qualified believers in local com
munities are enlisted as teachers. 
The communities raise crops to 
support these teachers. 

The government finds the proj
. ect appealing because little or no 
outside support is needed for the 
new schools after they have been 
built. 

. --"-""---------

spoke about the Hands of the Cause of 
God who have recently passed awtzy. 
Participants then shared a picnic 
lunch at the Temple site. 

alities united in the Amazon tri
angle," Mr. Rodriguez said in de
scribing the international confer
ence. 

A highlight of the conference 
was the dedication of the Amatu'l
Baha Rul)iyyih Khanum Interna
tional Institute of the Amazon Re
gion in Leticia. Continental Coun
sellor RaUl Pavon had secured the 
land for the institute and guided 
construction of the wooden build
ing that served as the (onference 
site. 

Public meetings held during the 
conference resulted in declarations 
by people including figures of au
thority and teachers. 

The region's only radio station 
broadcast interviews with believ
ers and carried the message of the 
Faith to all the border communi
ties around the conference site. 

A small boat donated to the be
lievers of the area will be prepared 
for traveling teaching trips similar 
to the first such trip into the Ama
zon region in 1975. That excur
sion, known as "The Green Light 
Expedition," was led by the Hand 
of the Cause of God Amatu'l-Bahel 
Rtil)iyyih Khanum. 



Hawaii 

A new, national teaching cam
paign called "Join the People" was 
launched June 28 in Hawaii with a 
program that included Continental 
Counsellor Elena Marsella. 

The three-pronged campaign 
that calls for massive media proc
lamation, intensive teaching efforts 
among those responding, and or
ganized consolidation, was kicked 
off with a telephone conference-ca1l 
linking simultaneous meetings on 
various islands in the Hawaiian 
chain. 

Media proclamation events 
began June 30 with radio programs 
on five stations. One direct result 
was the enrollment of a resident of 
Hawaiian-Portuguese ancestry. 

Guyana 

Responding to an invitation 
from the Continental Board of 
Counsellors, Shanaz Furudi, a be
liever from India, visited several 
Baha'i localities in Guyana last July 
and August that had not been vis
ited for some time. 

The six-week teaching trip took 
Miss Furudi to the capital city of 
Georgetown and to surrounding 
communities in Guyana as well as 

, -- .. --_ . ..-. -----

Auxiliary Board member Helani Alma Other Bahd'is present at the ceremony 
Hamilton (left) receives a signed proc- were (left to right) Thong1com Ckok
lamation declaring September 21, bengboun, Mounty Vichidvongsa, 
1980, World Peace Day in Hawaii from Paulette Segawa, Stan Ritchie and 
Governor George R. Ariyoshi (seated). Bounsouane Kingrasaphone. 

to villages in the Essequibo and 
Berbice regions of the country. 

She helped organize children's 
classes and train Assemblies. Doz
ens of enrollments resulted from a 
proclamation meeting she partici
pated in that was held in a cane 
field. The traveling teacher was 
interviewed by local radio stations 
and newspapers, and spoke at a 
public meeting during a summer 
school in Anna Regina, Guyana. 

Guyanese residents of Indian 
descent were thrilled to meet 

Baha'is from all parts of the HllWtliian 
Islands helped construct this float that 
received the first place, non
commercial division award in the 1980 
Aloha Week Parade last September 20 
in Honolulu. This year's Baha'i float, 
made with 35,000 real flowers, carried 
the theme 'World in Harmony' that 
was displayed on both sides of the float 
with 'Bahli'i Faith' in large letters at 
the front and rear of the float. Ani
mated four-foot-high puppets repre
senting various races and ethnic 
groups of the world moved to the 
rhythm of music, this year's over-all 
parade theme. The Baha'i float was 
seen by 100,000 people lining the 
parade route as well as by television 
viewers in other parts of the Hawaiian 
Islands and in Japan. Highlights of the 
parade were shown over U.S. network 
television on Thanksgiving Day. 

someone from "Mother India," 
she said, and to hear about the 
number of Baha'is in India. 

A woman from Georgetown 
who is a member of the Arecuna 
Tribe has declared her belief in 
BaM'u'Ilah. Her enrollment repre
sents a welcome addition to the 
Amerindian tribes represented in 
the Guyanese Baha'i community 
and will hopefully lead to the 
enrollment of other members of 
her tribe who live in the country's 
interior. 
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Papua New Guinea 

The Hand of the Cause of God 
Collis Featherstone visited several 
Baha'i communities in Papua New 
Guinea during a five-week trip 
that began last August 20. 

While in Port Moresby, the na
tion's capital, Mr. Featherstone, 
accompanied by his wife, Madge, 
presented a Baha'i proclamation 
booklet to Sir Tore Lokoloko, the 
governor general, who expressed 
a warm regard for the Faith and its 
presence in his country. 

Mr. Featherstone addressed a 
youth conference in Port Moresby 
and met with local officials and the 
friends in several villages in the vi
cinity of Mount Hagen. Mr. and 
Mrs. Featherstone made a seven
hour canoe trip to visit believers in 

. the remote Manus Islands. 
The Hand of the Cause spoke at 

firesides in Rabaul and Kimbe, 
New Guinea, and met with local 
dignitaries. He also attended an 
institute in Goroka that was or
ganized by the Continental Board 
of Counsellors and the National 

Haiti 

Some of the participants in the Baha'i 
Winter School held March 21-23 in La 
Fond, Haiti, gather under one of the 

Haiti's first Baha'i Winter School 
in recent years was held last March 
21-23 in La Fond, a small village in 
southern Haiti. 

Pierre Andre, representing the 
National Spiritual Assembly, and 
Auxiliary Board members Albert 
Cassion and Joe Coblentz were the 
principal speakers. . 

The Feast of Naw-Rtiz and the 
following Winter School sessions 
were held under two Mango trees. 
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The Hand of the Cause of God Collis last August 20. Among this group of 
Featherstone (back row center) is believers are Auxiliary Board members 
shown here with a group of believers Elti Kunak (third from left), Roslyn 
from New Ireland, Papua New Bale (holding baby) and Lundeng 
Guinea, whom he visited during a Capenias (far right). Mrs. Feath
five-week trip to various Balui'! com- erstone is to her husband's left in the 
munities in that country that began back row. 

at a proclamation luncheon that 
Spiritual Assembly of Papua New was attended by 60 people in-
Guinea. cluding local dignitaries. 

In Lae, Mr. Featherstone spoke 

Separate classes were conducted 
for the children. 

Gasses were presented on the 
early history of the Faith, universal 
participation, and the institution of 
the Fund. The children presented a 
short dramatic skit illustrating a 
Baha'i principle. 

Firesides held during the Winter 
School resulted in declarations by 
seven participants. 

Six hundred youth have been 
enrolled in correspondence 
courses that are among Papua 
New Guinea's most successful 
teaching methods. 

The courses are offered free of 
charge to non-Baha'is. Those in
terested are enrolled in the courses 
and asked by the National 
Spiritual Assembly if they would 
like to be visited by a Baha'i. 

When students have completed 
the course they are asked if they 
wish to declare their belief in the 
new Manifestation of God. 

More than 100 Baha'is are also 
taking the general course. When 
they have finished it they are in
vited to take another course on 
family life. 

A third course on Baha'i history 
is being prepared. 



Greenland 
Nine Baha'is participated last 

July 20-27 in Greenland's first 
Teaching and Deepening Institute 
held at Qaqortoq. 

The institute was arranged by 
the Spiritual Assembly of Nuuk, 
which was assisted by Erik 

New Hebrides 

Participants in the Regional Baha'i 
Children's Conference held June 4 in 
Vila, New Hebrides, assembled for this 
group photograph. 

Dominican Republic 

Members of the regional teaching 
committees in the Dominican Republic 
met August 16-17 with members of 
the National Teaching Committee, an 
Auxiliary Board member, and a repre
sentative of the National Spiritual As-

Togo 
One hundred people, including 

the entire village of Otoha, Togo, 
declared their belief in Baha'u'llah 
during an ll-day teaching cam
paign in April. 

Nielsen, a pioneer to Qaqortoq 
who was the only believer in that 
community of 3,500 on the south
western coast of Greenland. 

Mornings were divided into two 
sessions-deepening and teach
ing. Afternoons were free for 
prayers, group meetings, fellow
ship, shopping for food, indi-

sembly. The meeting at the National 
If.~iratu'l-Quds in Santo Domingo fo
cused on remaining goals of the first 
two-year phase of the Seven Year 
Plan. 

The campaign, based at the Re
gional Baha'i Center in Amlame, 
Togo, included a display of Baha'i 
books that was visited by 150 resi
dents. An institute was held at the 
Center during the teaching cam
paign. 
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vidual teaching, visiting with local 
residents, etc. 

Three evening public meetings 
were held during the week and at
tracted a total of 12 seekers. 

One of those who attended the 
institute, Michael Kavanagh, de
cided afterward to return to 
Qaqortoq as a Baha'i pioneer. 

Six hundred believers including 
Van Kee Leong, a Continental 
Counsellor for South East Asia, 
attended a Baha'i summer school 
in Malaysia at which participants 
contributed $4,000 toward the 
construction of the House of Wor
ship in India. 

Following the summer school, 
Counsellor Leong visited several 
Baha'i localities in northern 
Malaysia, including Taiping where 
funds for a local ~a~ratu'l-Quds 
and the acquisition of a cemetery 
were adopted as community goals. 

In Kuantan, another town vis
ited by the Counsellor, the friends 
had begun a continuous nine-day 
fireside. 

Counsellor Leong's recent 
travels included visits to Hong 
Kong, the Philippines, Singapore, 
Taiwan and Thailand as well as 
Malaysia, the six national Baha'i 
communities involved in the 
Southeast Asia Chinese Teaching 
Campaign. 
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Swaziland 

HEARTS GRIEVED PASSING 
KNIGHT BAHA'U'LLAH DIS
TINGUISHED PIONEER PRO
MOTER FAITH JOHN ALLEN. 
HIS RADIANT PERSEVERANCE 
AUDAOTY IN DEVOTED SERV
ICES FAITH IN NORTH 
AMERICA AND PARTICULARLY 
SOUTHERN AFRICA OVER 
SEVERAL DECADES SET SHIN
ING EXAMPLE SERVANTS 
CAUSE GOD. ADVISE HOLD 
MEMORIAL GA THERINGS 
THROUGHOUT SWAZILAND 
BEFITTING HIS STA nON PRAY-
1NG SHRINES PROGRESS HIS 
NOBLE SOUL ABHA KINGDOM. 

Universal House of Justice 
September 1, 1980 

• 
John W. Allen, a Knight of 

Baha'u'llahwho left California in 
1954 to pioneer to Swaziland and 
spent the next 26 years spreading 
the Cause of God in Africa, died 
August 31 at Stanford University 
Medical Center in Palo Alto, 
California. 

Mr. Allen and his wife, Valera, 
had returned to the U.S. to cele
brate their 50th wedding anniver
sary August 9 with members of the 
Allen family. 

The AlIens have three sons: 
Dwight W. Allen, a member of the 

Argentina 

Believers attending the dedication of 
the lj~ratu'l-Quds of Saenz Peiia, 
Argentina, are shown near the well be
hind the building that was dedicated 
July 13. Athos Costas, a Continental 
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U.S. National Spiritual Assembly; 
J. Kenton Allen, a member of the 
U.S. National Teaching Commit
tee, and Dale Allen, a pioneer to 
Swaziland. 

Shortly after the funeral services 
for Mr. Allen, Mrs. Allen returned 
to their pioneering post in Swazi
land. 

Mr. Allen served for several 
years as an Auxiliary Board 
member for protection in Southern 
Africa. He was among the first 
such group appointed during the 
Guardian's lifetime. 

In 1956 he was elected to the 
first Regional Spiritual Assembly 
of South and West Africa that had 
jurisdiction over 15 countries. 

In 1%7 Mr. Allen began serving 
on the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Swaziland, Lesotho and 
Mozambique, which in 1978 be
came the National Spiritual As
sembly of Swaziland. He was a 
member of that National Assembly 
until the time of his passing. 

Among Mr. Allen's more 
memorable accomplishments in 
the field of pioneering in Swazi
land was his assistance in the pur
chase of land for Temple sites and 
l:I~iratu'I-Quds. 

In Swaziland three Teacher 
Training Institutes were built, one 
a National Center that includes a 
beautifully developed site for a fu
ture Baha'i House of Worship in 
that country. 

Counsellor for South America (near 
center of back row), was present for the 
occasion, along with Tahirih Vojdani, 
who represented the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Argentina. 

....... "-. ,-' .... '-' ---_ .. 

Knight of Bahti'u'lltih John Allen with 
his wife, Valera, in a photo taken about 
two years ago . 

Central African Republic 

Five members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Central 
African Republic presented Baha'i 
books last May to the United Na
tions Development Program resi
dent representative in Bangui, 
Central African Republic. 

The UN representative con
sulted for 45 minutes with the 
Baha'i delegation on how Baha'is 
can collaborate with the programs 
of the UN organization. 

A "United Nations of religion" 
is how the UN representative de
scribed the Faith. In his 20 years in 
Africa, he observed, no matter 
where he has been stationed the 
Baha'is have always been among 
the first to visit and welcome him. 

The Faith was featured in a full
page article in the May 1980 pre
mier issue of "Yaka," a magazine 
of cultural and economic news 
published in the Central African 
Republic. 

The article, accompanied by 
photographs of the Seat of the 
Universal House of Justice, the 
Shrine of the Bab and the National 
I:Ia~iratu'I-Quds in Bangui, Cen
tral African Republic, includes an 
accurate description of the history, 
principles and administration of 
the Faith. 

___ I 



Norway 

A musical composition entitled 
"Hagen" (The Garden) by Lasse 
Thoresen, a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Nor
way, was chosen by the Norwe
gian Broadcasting Company as 
Norway's contribution to the an
nual International Rostrum of 
Composers, a forum for the ex
change of contemporary music 
that is sponsored by the Interna
tional Music Council. 

In May 1979, representatives of 
radio broadcasting organizations 
from 36 countries met at UNESCO 
House in Paris to listen to 73 musi-

Finland 

Honduras 

In an effort to reach all levels of 
society as called for in the Seven 
Year Plan, 400 government offi
cials, intellectuals and business 
leaders were invited to a proclama
tion meeting June 7 in Tegucigalpa, 
the capital of Honduras. 

The hotel conference room was 
filled to capacity to hear speakers 
including Continental Counsellor 
Artemus Lamb and Daniel 
Wegener, secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Honduras. 
The meeting's over-all theme was 
"The Spiritual Foundations of So
cial Peace." 

cal works. 
Mr. Thoresen's work was cho

sen by the tribunal as one of the 
"recommended works" of the 1979 
selection. Each national group 
commits itself to broadcast a 
minimum of six of the works dur
ing the current season. 

"Hagen" ranked ninth in fre
quency of performance among all 
73 works broadcast during the 
year. 

A recent report shows that it has 
been performed in 22 countries in 
Europe, Asia, North and South 
America. In the United States the 
175 member stations of the Na
tional Public Radio system have 

Following the meeting six people 
declared their belief in Baha'u'llah. 
Several participants took pam
phlets and purchased Baha'i 
books. 

The meeting was the first large 
proclamation effort in Tegucigalpa 
since a visit 15 years ago by the 
Hand of the Cause of God Ugo 
Giachery. 

· .... -~" --_._. ------
each broadcast the work. 

A 28-minute work in four 
movements, the imaginative and 
highly original composition is 
based on a text familiar to all 
Baha'is. It is a passage attributed 
to 'Abdu'l-Baha by Florence Esty 
in her 1930 book, The Garden of the 
HeaTt. 

Originally composed by com
mission from the Norwegian 
Composer's Union for the opening 
of the chamber music hall in Oslo's 
new Concert House in 1977, the 
work has recently been recorded 
on the Phillips label as a part of a 
series documenting Norwegian 
contemporary music. 

Zimbabwe 

More than 200 people including 
50 youth embraced the Faith and 
nine new Local Spiritual As
semblies were formed during a 
10-day teaching campaign that 
began May 24 in Que Que, Zim
babwe. 

The campaign was dedicated to 
the memory· of the Hand of the 
Cause of God Rahmatu'llah 
Muhajir. 

Eight communities in the Salis
bury area sent 30 believers to assist 
in the teaching effort. 
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Portugal 

One hundred seventy-five 
people attended a Baha'i procla
mation program last June 20 at the 
University of Lisbon, Portugal, 
that was part of a nationwide ef
fort to reach all strata of Por
tuguese society. 

The university proclamation 
program included a talk by a 
member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Portugal, a perform
ance by two Baha'i musicians, a 
panel discussion, and a presenta
tion of the film of the Panama 
Temple dedication along with a 
chance for people to talk infor
mally with the believers. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
plans to continue using the uni
versity for future proclamation ef
forts. 

The approximately 100 partidpants at 
the Portuguese Balun summer school 
held last August 21-30 in Landeira 
gathered for this group photograph. 
The week-long school featured study 
classes on The Advent of Divine 

Canada 

"Science and the Baha'i Faith," 
an article by a Canadian believer 
who is a professor of mathematics, 
has been published in "Zygon, A 
Journal of Religion and Science," a 
periodical that can be found in 
many university libraries. 

The article, by Dr. William S. 
Hatcher, professor of mathematics 
at °the Universite Laval, City Uni
versity of Quebec, Canada, first 
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Auxiliary members Ana 
(third from left in back row) and Fed
ross Imani (seventh from left in back 
row) gathered for this photograph 
with 11 of their 15 assistants who 
attended a meeting last April 10-11 at 

Justice, classes on the Institution of 
the Hands of the Cause of God, and 
classes on the theme 'unity and 
spirituality.' Two hundred residents of 
Landeira attended a public meeting 

appeared in 1977 in "Baha'j Studies 
2," published by the Canadian 
Association for Studies on the 
Baha'i Faith. 

Dr. Hatcher's 24-page essay ap
pears in "Zygon" following an in
troductory editorial that says the 
essay illustrates that Baha'u'llah 
and 'Abdu'l-Baha "were aware of 
and responded to the scientific 
view of the world and to the mod
em scientific way of knowing as 
they understood it." 

.~~. _______ u ________ __ 

the Balui'i National Center in L;soo;. 
Portugal. Consultation focused o~ 
~ys to serve the Portuguese Assem
blres and Groups and help win new 
victories in the teaching and consolida
tion work in Portugal. 

that was 'organized by the National 
Teaching Committee and held during 
the same week. Two non-Baha'i youth 
at the summer school declared their 
belief in Bahti'u'lltih. 

The editorial adds that Dr. 
Hatcher shows "how the theories 
and methods of science may be in
corporated rationally into the 
views of a particular community on 
faith." 

Dr. Hatcher's essay includes a 
number of quotations from the 
Baha'i Writings. 

"Zygon" is published by the 
University of Chicago Press for the 
Meadville-Lombard Theological 
School. 



French Antilles 
Ginette Montabord, chairman of 

the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the French Antilles, was inter
viewed for 50 minutes last August 
on a radio station in Guadeloupe, 
French Antilles. . 

The interview covered many as-

Malawi 

The first Baha'i summer school 
in Malawi was announced na
tionwide with newspaper public
ity and by nine radio announce
ments in Chicewa, the country's 
principal language. 

Announcements about the 
five-day school at the Amalika 
Baha'i Institute included invita
tions for the public to call a phone 
number for more information 
about the Faith. Several callers 
were sent introductory literature. 

Reporting on the summer school 
activities the Times Reporter of 
Blantyre, Malawi, wrote on 
August 19, "The main features of a 
Baha~i Summer School are devo
tion, study, and fellowship. One 
of the most enjoyable experiences 
was to share in all the chores of the 
school, where young and old, 
black and white, worked in a spirit 
of unity and cooperation. " 

Chile 

One hundred-ninety believers 
including Continental Counsellors 
Athos Costas, Mas'tid Khamsi and 
Donald Witzel attending a teach
ing conference August 18 in Val
paraiso, Chile. 

Participants who had come from 
every part of the country contrib
uted $20,000 for the construction 
of two more rural schools in the 
Cautin area along with $3,000 
toward the establishment of a 
Baha'i radio station in Chile. 

A number of believers at the 
conference expressed their inten
tion to become homefront 
pioneers. Twenty-four people re
cently became Baha'is in the Las 
Condes district of Santiago, the 
nation's capital. The Faith has re
cently been growing in other Chil
ean cities and in the rural Indian 
regions of the country. 

pects of the Faith and was in
terspersed with songs about the 
Faith. 

Two other believers were re
cently interviewed on radio about 
the persecution of believers in 
Iran. ' 

Baha'is on Martinique have ob-

Bahamas 

A delegation of three Baha'is repre
senting the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the Bahamas presents four Baha'i 
books to the Right Honorable Lynden 
Oscar Pindling, prime minister of the 
Commonwealth of the Bahamas 
(right), during a courtesy call July 31. 
The Baha'is are (left to right) Shamsi 
Sedaghat, a member of the Baha'i Pub
lic Relations Committee; Michael 

Fiji Islands 

Approximately 90 people 
attended a National Teaching Con
ference held last August 15-27 at 
Suva in the Fiji Islands. 

Using the theme "The Spiritual 
Enrichment of Fiji," the confer
ence agenda included presenta
tions on the Covenant, teaching, 
and the Fund. The 20 children 
present participated in a mmJ-

I conference conducted by two 

. _ ..... ---.... _-----
tained free air time on a radio sta
tion there. Reports about United 
Nations Day and the recent deaths 
of Hands of the Cause of God have 
been broadcast along with short 
biographies of their Baha'i work 
and requests that the news be re
layed to local Baha'i communities. 

Horton, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly; and Brian Smith, 
chairman of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Bahamas. This first visit 
of the National Assembly to the prime 
minister lasted 45 minutes during 
which time the believers answered a 
number of questions posed by Mr. 
PindUng. 

pioneers from the U. S. and 
Malaysia. 

National Treasurer John Hand
ley presented believers with the 
challenge of achieving financial 
self-sufficiency by August 1981. 

Two people who attended a 
public meeting declared their be
lief in Baha'u'llah. 
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COUNSELLORS 

Universal House of Justice revises zones, 
names Counsellors to serve five-year terms 

To the Baha'is of the World 
Dearly-loved Friends, 

One of the greatest sources of consolation for the 
Universal House of Justice amid the tribulations of the 
past twelve years, has been the estahlishment and 
growth of the Continental Boards of Counsellors, and 
the assistance that this institution has been rendering, 
in ever-increasing measure, to the sound develop
ment of the worldwide Baha'i communitv. We cannot 
pay too high a tribute to the indefatigable labours of 
the devoted souls who have been called upon to 
shoulder this onerous responsibility, and who have 
followed with such fidelity the path of self-sacrificing 
service that has been blazed for them by the beloved 
Hands of the Cause of God. 

In June 1979 we were moved to announce that the 
duration of the terms of office of Continental Counsel
lors would be five years, to start on the Day of the 
Covenant of this year. As this date approaches, we 
have decided that the time is ripe for a further step in 
the development of the institution itself that will, at 
one and the same time, accord greater discretion and 
freedom of action to the Continental Boards of Coun
sellors in the carrying out of their duties, and widen 
the scope of each Board to embrace an entire conti-
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nent. In accordance with this decision, the zones of the 
Continental Boards of Counsellors will, from the Day 
of the Covenant of the year 137 (26 November 1980), be 
as follows: 

1. Africa, comprising the areas of the four present 
zone~ of that continent. 

2. The Americas, comprising the present zones of 
North, Central and South America. 

3. Asia, comprising the present zones of Western, 
South Central and South-eastern Asia, together 
with the present zone of North-eastern Asia 
without the Hawaiian Islands and Micronesia. 

4. Australasia, comprising the present zone of Aus
tralasia plus the Hawaiian Islands and Mic
ronesia. 

5. Europe. 
Those who are now appointed as Counsellors to 

serve on these Continental Boards for the next five 
years are: 

Africa: Dr. Hushang Ahdieh (Trustee of the Conti
nental Fund), Mr. l:iusayn Ardekani, Mr. Friday 
Ekpe, Mr. Oloro Epyeru, Mr. Shidan Fat'he
Aazam, Mr. Zekrollah Kazemi, Mr. Mul).ammad 
Kebdani, Mrs. Thelma Khelghati, Mr. William 
Masehla, Mr. Mul).ammad Mu~tafa, Mr. Kolonario 
Oule, Mrs. Isobel Sabri, Mr. Mihdi Samandari, Mr. I 
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Peter Vuyiya, Mrs. Bahiyyih Winckler. 

The Americas: Dr. Hidayatu'llcih A}:tmadiyyih, Dr. 
Farzam Arbab, Mrs. Carmen de Burafato, Mr. 
Athos Costas, Mr. Angus Cowan, Mr. Lloyd Gard
ner (Trustee of the Continental Fund), Mr. Mas'ud 
Khamsi, Mrs. Lauretta King, Mr. Artemus Lamb, 
Mr. Peter McLaren, Mr. Raul Pavon, Dr. Sarah 
Pereira, Mrs. Ruth Pringle, Mr. Fred Schechter, 
Mrs. Velma Sherrill, Mr. Donald Witzel. 

Asia: Mr. Burhani'd-Din Afshin, Mrs. Shirin 
Boman, Dr. Masi!:t Farhangi, Dr. John Fozdar, Mr. 
Zabi!:tu'llcih Gulmu}:tammadi, Mr. Aydin Giiney, 
Mr. Dipchand Khianra, Mr. Ru}:tu'llah Mumtcizi, 
~lr. S. Nagaratnam, Mr. Khudara}:tm Payman 
(Trustee of the Continental Fund), Mr. Manuchihr 
Salmanpur, Mr. Vicente Samaniego, Mrs. Zena 
SOlabjee, Dr. Cheliie Sundram, Mr. Hideya 
Suzuki, Mr. Yan Kee Leong. 

-Australasia: Mr. Suhayl 'Alii'i, Mr. Ben Ayala, Mr. 
Owen Battrick (Trustee of the Continental Fund), 
Mr. Richard Benson, Mrs. Tinai Hancock, Dr. Peter 
Khan, Mr. Lisiata Maka. 

Europe: Mr. Erik Blumenthal, Mrs. Dorothy Fer
rabv, Dr. Agnes Ghaznavi, Mr. Hartmut 
Grossmann, Mr. Louis Henuzet (Trustee of the 
Continental Fund), Mrs. Ursula Miihlschlegel, Dr. 
Leo Niederreiter, Mrs. Betty Reed, Mr. Adib Taher
zadeh. 

A number of friends who have rendered highly 
valued services as Counsellors are not being reap
pointed for the coming term, and we wish to express 
here our profound gratitude for the devoted labours 
they have rendered and are rendering in the path of 
the' Cause. These dearly-loved believers are: 

Mr. Seewoosumbur-Jeehoba Appa, Dr. Iraj 
Avman, Mr. Rowland Estall, Mr. Howard Har
wOOd, Miss Violet Hoehnke, Mrs. Salisa Kermani, 
Mr. Paul Lucas, Miss Elena Marsella, Mr. Alfred 
Osborne, Miss Thelma Perks, Mr. Hadi Ra}:tmani, 
l\1r. 'Imad Sabiran, Miss Edna True. 

Henceforth the Board of Counsellors in each conti
nent will have wider discretion to decide such matters 
as whether to divide its area into zones, and what the 
boundaries of such zones should be, the number and 
location of the Board's offices, and the manner in 
which the members of the Auxiliary Boards will report 
to and operate under the Counsellors. The principles 
and policies governing the operation of the Continen
tal Boards of Counsellors, however, and their relation
ships with the National and Local Spiritual Assemblies 
and the individual believers will remain unchanged. 

· _____ ._ • ... c _____ _ 

As the Baha'i world experiences the manifold interac
tions of these two vital and complementary arms of the 
Administrative Order of Baha' u'llcih, the unique bene
fits of this divinely ordained System become ever more 
apparent. The harmonious interaction and the proper 
discharge of the duties of these institutions repre
senting the rulers and the learned among the people of 
Baha is the essential basis at this time for the protection 
of the Cause of Bahci'u'llah and the fulfilment of its 
God-given mandate. 

Events of the most profound significance are taking 
place in the world. The river of human history is flow
ing at a bewildering speed. Age-old institutions are 
collapsing. Traditional ways are being forgotten, and 
newly-born ideologies which were fondly expected to 
take their place, are withering and decaying before the 
eyes of their disillusioned adherents. Amidst this 
decay and disruption, assailed from every side by the 
turmoil of the age, the Order of Baha'u'llcih, unshake
ably founded on the Word of God, protected by the 
shield of the divine Covenant and assisted by the hosts 
of the Concourse on High, is rising in every part of the 
world. 

Every institution of this divinely created Order is 
one more refuge for a distraught populace; every soul 
illumined by the light of the sacred Message is one 
more link in the oneness of mankind, one more ser
vant ministering to the needs of an ailing world. Even 
should the Baha'i communities, in the years im
mediately ahead, be cut off from the World Centre or 
from one another-as some already have been-the 
Baha'is will neither halt nor hesitate; they will con
tinue to pursue their objectives, guided by their 
Spiritual Assemblies and led by the Counsellors, the 
members of the Auxiliary Boards and their assistants. 
It is our prayer at the Sacred Threshold that the new 
and challenging development now taking place in the 
evolution of the institution of the Counsellors will 
release great energies for the advancement of the 
Cause of God in every land. 

The Universal House of Justice 
November 3, 1980 
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CONFERENCIA i 

LATINO-AMERICANA DA MULHER 
',' ·~z CA GERACAO FUTURA 

16 A 19 DE 
OUTUBRO 80 

BRAZIL 

Nearly 300 attend historic 
Baha'f Women's Conference 

Nearly 300 women, Baha'is and 
non-Baha'is, from 14 countries in 
North and South America partici
pated last October 16-19 in the first 
Latin American Baha'j Women's 
Conference held at the Palacio das 
Conven~Oes in Brasilia, Brazil. 

The historic conference was 
sponsored by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Brazil. Its general theme was the 
development of the Baha'i family 
and the unity of the Baha'i home, 
with special emphasis on harmony 
and cooperation between parents 
and children. 

The featured speaker was Conti
nental Counsellor Sarah Martin 
Pereira, an outstanding educator 
who retired recently after 22 years 
as a professor in the Department of 
Foreign Languages at the Univer
sity of the District of Columbia 
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where she taught Spanish and Por
tuguese. Dr. Pereira spoke on "The 
Challenge to Women for the 
Spiritual Education of Humanity." 

Among the other speakers and 
panelists were Mrs. Gol Aidun of 
Manitoba, Canada, and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Thomas of Manhasset, 
New York. 

Panel discussions, in which 
Baha'is and non-Baha'is partici
pated, were on the following 
themes: 

• "Woman, Light of the Family" 
• "Woman, Light of Education" 
• "Woman, Light of the Future 

Generation" 
Baha'j themes, treated in morn

ing sessions that were for Baha'is 
only, were "The Greatest Holy 
Leaf, Inspiration of Baha'i Women: 
Her Life and Influence," and "The 
Baha'i Woman and Her True Role 

. ... -. ,---------
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in the Establishment of the Baha'i 
World Order." 

Of special interest to the Baha'is 
was the panel discussion on 
Bahiyyih Khanum, the Greatest 
Holy Leaf, led by Dr. Pereira and 
Mrs. Guitty Milani. Added to their 
observations about the outstand
ing woman of the Baha'i dispensa
tion were reminiscences by Sra. 
Lagheieh Kahrobai who had the 
privilege of spending nine years in 
the home of 'Abdu'l-Baha, after His 
passing, where her husband had 
the contract for establishing its 
electricity, and where she came to 
know intimately the beloved 
Bahivvih Khcinum. 

Arlother interesting though un
scheduled session was that 
presented by Dr. Edris Rice-Wray, 
who consented to speak from her 
long experience as a doctor and 
professor on the subject of family 
planning. 

Messages expressing love, 
encouragement and gratitude were 
received from the Universal House 
of Justice, the Baha'i International 
Community, Dr. and Mrs. David 
Ruhe, and from Mrs. Dulce de 
Figuereiro, wife of the President of 
Brazil. 

One of the most touching and 
memorable moments came with 
the presentation of a lovely and in
spiring taped message from Coun
sellor Leonora Armstrong of Brazil, 
the "Spiritual Mother of South 
America," who was too ill to attend 
the conference. It was to be the 
final message from Mrs. 
Armstrong, who died while the 
conference was in session. The par
ticipants, their eyes wet and 
throats burning, resolved to follow 
more closely than ever the path of 
service that Mrs. Armstrong blazed 
durin<7 her 60 years of teaching and 
sacrifi~e as a pioneer to Brazil. 

Another thrilling moment came 
at the close of the conference when 
one of the non-Baha'i speakers and 
two other guests declared their de
sire to become Baha'is. 

Among the non-Baha'i speakers 
who partiCipated in the afternoon 
and evening sessions were Mrs. 

Ana Amelia Lemos, a journalist 
from the South Brazilian network 
of 0 Globo newspapers; Sra. Ana 
Maria Dantas Boim of the Federal 
Secretariat of Education and Cul
ture; Mrs. Lena Castelo Branco, 
professor of human sciences at the 
University of the State of Goiaz; 
and Sra. Anesia Ferreira Galieta, 
an attorney representing the 
Women's Movement of Goiania. 

The conference was preceded by 
a reception for local news media 
that was attended by representa
tives of newspapers, radio and 

~ ... -,~ .---.--...... -----

television. The resulting publicity 
included three newspaper, three 
television and six radio reports 
about the conference. 

After the conference, the friends 
who participated were taken in 
omnibuses on a tour of the capital 
city of Brasilia including a visit to 
the Temple of Dom Bosco, an in
terdenominational cathedral, 
where some 200 Baha'is offered 
prayers and lifted their voices in 
singing "Allah'u' Abha' "-Muriel 
Miessler 

C~"J~r:c ~ a. _ '._ 
Above: Nearly 300 women, Bahti'is and Women's Conference were (left to right) 
non-Baha'is, from 14 countries in North Continental Counsellor Sarah M. 
America anc/ South America attended Pereira from the United States; Mrs. Gol 
the first Latin American Baha'i Women's Aidun from Canada; Dr. Zlmarian 
Conference last October 16-19 at StoakleyWalker,anAmericanpioneerto 
Brasilia, Brazil. Below: Among the Brazil; and Mrs. Elizabeth Thomas from 
speakers at the Latin American Baha'i the United States. 
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TONGA 

Highly successful teaching campaign honors 
memory of the Hand of the Cause Dr. Muhajir 

Last May the National Spiritual Assembly of Tonga 
called for a direct teaching project in memory of the 
Hand of the Cause of God Ral).matu'llah Muhajir, who 
in 1977 had inaugurated direct teaching in Tonga that 
soon doubled the number of Tongan believers. 

Responding to the National Spiritual Assembly's 
call, the Area Teaching Committee of the island of 
Tongatapu in August began a two-month mass 
teaching and consolidation project to spread the 
Teachings of Baha'u'llah to all parts of Tongatapu, the 
largest of the 36 inhabited Tongan islands where 65 per 
cent of the Kingdom's population of 100,000 resides. 

At the time the teaching and consolidation project 
began, a believer from another country who had been 
living in Tonga had to sell a van and retum homE:. 
Acting quickly and decisively, the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Tonga bought the van. 

Night after night Baha'i teachers traveled the many 
miles over coral roads to outlying villages to meet with 
receptive souls. It was not uncommon for 30 people to 
attend these meetings. 

At the end of two months the project was expanded 
to include deepening evenings in villages with estab
lished Local Spiritual Assemblies. These sessions, 
each attended by at least one member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, h~ve attracted many believers and 
those not yet Baha'is who are sincerely interested in 
learning more about the Faith. 

The purpose of the project is to deepen existing 
Spiritual Assemblies and bring Groups to Assembly 
status by Riqvcin 1981 to meet and hopefully surpass 
Tonga's goals for the first phase of the Seven Year 
Plan. 

The success of the mass teaching and consolidation 
project has encouraged three communities in the vic-
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inity of Nuku'alofa, Tonga's capital city, to actively 
adopt extension goal localities. Believers in these three 
communities, often using the van purchased by the 
National Spiritual Assembly, visit their extension goal 
communities each week. 

Each Friday night scores of young people attend 
youth firesides at the National Center. Many are 
transported in the van from their villages to the 
firesides that have consistentlv attracted 60 to 75 
vouth, half of whom are not believers. This initial 
activity has spread to many other areas of the teaching 
and consolidation work in Tonga. 

Contributions to the National Fund have increased 
dramatically as the friends, spurred on by their own 
activity and news of untold suffering by th<i! believ~rs 
in Iran, attain to a new degree of sacrifice. 

Each member of the National Spiritual Assembly 
has volunteered to spend time in one of the other 
island groups where the teaching and consolidation 
work has often not kept pace with that of the larger 
islands. 

More than 75 prominent women including the 
mother of the queen attended a luncheon during a 
women's conference October 10-12 that was spon
sored by the Baha'i National Women's Committee. 
This conference was possibly the most outstanding 
proclamation in the history of the Faith in Tonga. The. 
conference received extensive media coverage. 

The Area Teaching Committee of Ha'apai held a 
teaching conference during which plans were made 
for a direct teaching project in that island group. 

A believer has rented a small shop in downtown 
Nuku' alofa that has been turned into a Baha'i informa
tion center. The center is open daily and offers Baha'i 
literature for sale as well as answers to questions from 
visitors to the center. 

I i 
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LEONORA 
ARMSTRONG 

South America's 'Spiritual Mother' 
ends earthly life after 60 years 
of devoted service to Cause of God 

HEARTS SADDE:'\."ED PASSING DISTINGUISHED 
COUNSELLOR LEONORA STIRLING ARM
STRONG HERALD OF THE KINGDOM BELOVED 
HANDMAIDEN 'ABDU'L-BAHA SPIRITUAL 
MOTHER SOUTH AMERICA. HER SIXTY YEARS 
V ALIANT DEVOTED SERVICES CAUSE BRAZIL 
SHEDS LUSTRE A:\INALS FAITH THAT PROMIS
ING LAND. REQCESTI:\IG MEMORIAL SERVICES 
MASHRIQU'L-ADHKARS WILMETTE PANAMA. 
URGE ALL CO\fYlU~ITIES BRAZIL LIKEWISE 
HOLD· SERVICES. OFFERING ARDENT SUPPLI
CATIONS MOST HOLY SHRINE PROGRESS HER 
RADIANT SPIRIT ABHA KINGDOM. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
October 21, 1980 

Counsellor Leonora Armstrong, the "Spiritual 
Mother of South America," died last October after a 
long illness, thus ending 60 years of devoted and 
exemplary service to the Cause of God. 

Following Martha Root's historic journey through 
that region, Mrs. Armstrong-who was then Miss 
Holsapple-arose in 1920 in answer to 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
summons, in the Tablets of the Divine Plan, to "become 
angels of heaven and travel and teach throughout all 
these regions." 

Noting the Master's spedal mention of Bahia, Brazil, 
she settled there and made it her home for the next 60 
years, although she traveled to every part of Brazil to 
teach the Cause. 

Among the many services she rendered that have, 
in the words of the Universal House of Justice, shed 

. "lustre upon the annals of the Faith" were her early 
translations and publication of Bahd'u'lldh and the New 

D' 

Era in Spanish and Portuguese, languages she had 
committed herself to learn upon reaching Brazil. 

Hers was a selfless and unflagging spirit, one that 
was deeply touched by the sufferings of her fellow 
creatures. Perhaps Mrs. Armstrong will be best re
membered for the sort of devotion to others that 
prompted her to write, in a letter published in The 
Baha'i World, Vol. III (1928-1930): " ... that which 
most impresses one in the streets of Ceara is the mul
titude of beggars, decrepit old men and women, blind, 
diseased; hundreds of lepers; and the many other ap
parently desperately poor and wretched, but perhaps 
too proud to beg; and the naked children wallowing in 
the sand. 

" ... there are still malaria, cholera and typhoid. 
Serious epidemics of the two latter broke out during 
my stay there, and I was able to offer my services in 
carrying medidne, food, and clothing to many of the 
sick. 

"It was a thrilling experience to visit them in their 
homes ... and to try to prove to them by deeds the 
Baha'i's faith in the oneness of humanity. There were 
black and white among them, and all the intervening 
shades, and many who showed clearly the mixture of 
Indian blood with the Negro or Portuguese. 

"But all were poor, suffering, in need of human 
help, and all were grateful to have it given, freely, for 
the love of humanity." 

Bah." News/February ,., 7, 



.............. , ..... -... 

BERMUDA 

First Teaching Conference of Seven Year Plan 
takes on challenge of winning every goal before 
RiQvan election of National Spiritual Assembly 

500 Fouts, a member of the National tion goals in Bermuda in preparation 
Spiritual Assembly of the U.S., dis- for the election of Bermuda's first Na
cusses the important role of women in tional Spiritual Assembly during Ri4-
winning the teaching and consolida- van 1981 . 

• Febru8ry 1.1/ ..... ·/ News 

With the first Kational Spiritual 
Assemblv of Bermuda due to be 
formed during Riqvan 1981, the 
first Bermuda Teaching Confer
ence of the Seven Year Plan was 
held Sept~mber 19-21 in Hamil
ton, the capital of Bermuda. 

Participants included believers 
from 11 Parishes in Bermuda, local 
pioneers, and visitors from the 
United States including the key
note speaker, Mrs. Soo Fouts, a 
member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the U. S. and its repre
sentative to the conference, and 
William Roberts, an assistant to the 
Auxiliary Board. 

The conference, sponsored by 
tr.e Bermuda Teaching Committee, 
was designed to stimulate a new 
level of awareness for the im
mediate challenge facing the Ber
mudian Baha'j community of con
solidating the existing Baha'j in
stitutions and expanding the 
number of believers on the island. 

The secretary of the Bermuda 

t' 
\ 
I 
f .. 



. 
t 

Teaching Committee, Mrs. Valerie 
Richmond, welcomed members of 
the local community and guests 
from the U.S. Music was offered by 
two local believers, and the motion 
picture "Baha'i Jubilee Samoa" was 
shown at the conference's opening 
session. 

Bermuda's present Baha'i status, 
accomplishments, remaining goals 
and immediate needs were de
scribed by two members of the 
Bermuda Teaching Committee. 
During the consultation that fol
lowed, the responsibilities of the 
individual emerged as all
important. 

Referring to how the Seven Year 
Plan relates to the development ot 
Baha'i communities and As
semblies, Mrs. Fouts stressed the 
Plan's call for Baha'i women to 
exercise to the fullest their 
privileges and responsibilities in 
the cornmunitv. 

Mrs. Fouts also spoke of the duty 
of the Baha'i institutions as well as 
the individual to aid in the spiritual 
education of children. She ac
knowledged the difficulties and 
challenges facing Baha'i youth in 
presen t day society. 

Bermuda's Spiritual Assemblies 
and Groups were invited to send 

George Symonds and Lloyd Williams, two 
Local Baha'i musicians, entertain partici
pants at the first Bermuda Teaching Confer
ence last September 19-21 in Hamilton, 
Bermuda. 

representatives to the teaching 
conference. Each representative 
made a presentation, and all 
pledged to support the over-all 
teaching effort in Bermuda. 

The importance of consolidation 
was discussed, and frank and lov
ing consultation was held on this 
subject. 

The friends were urged to trans
late the sacrifices of the friends in 
Iran into action. Mr. Roberts asked 
the friends at the conference not to 
let the suffering of our brothers and 
sisters in Iran be in vain. 

Speaking about the goal of 
forming Bermuda's National 
Spiritual Assembly, Mrs. Fouts 
reminded her audience that every 
believer has something to contrib
ute and that each individual must 
rise to the station of giving his 
uniqueness which is our contribu
tion to the altar of Baha'u'llah. 
Birth, she said, always requires 
struggle, yet that birth is glorious. 

en 

William Roberts, an assistant to Auxiliary 
Board member Katherine McLaughlin, whlJ 
was a guest speak.er ot the first Bermuda 
Teaching Conference held last September 
19-21, registers for the conference with (left 
to right) Carol Basden of Bermuda and 
Elizabeth Thomas of the U.S. 

Children and adults participate in the 
first Bermuda Teaching Conference held 
September 19-21 in Hamilton, Bermuda. 
Sao Fouts, a member of the National 

Spiritual Assembly of the United States 
(standing third from right) was one of the 
conference speakers. 

Participants in the first Bermuda 
Teaching Conference held September 
19-21 in Hamilton, Bermuda, gathered 
on the steps of the Baha'i Center for this 
photograph. Among the American be
liee'ers present for the conference waz; Sao 
Fouts (top row far rigllt), a mt?lllber of the 
,\fational Spiritual Assembll/ of the 
United States. . . 
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TERAH 
Personal reminiscences 

of teaching, traveling, loving 
by a long-time believer 

The following article is excerpted 
from the book Terah, by Mrs. Terah 
Cowart-Smith of Greensboro, North 
Carolina. Mrs. Cowart-Smith, a na
title of Georgia, has traveled exten
siveill as a Baha'i teacher and lecturer 
in th-e U.S., Canada and several Euro
pean countries. In 1947 she became a 
charter member of the United Nations 
Speakers' Research Committee, estab
lished by the Baha'i Department of 
Public Information, and served on that 
committee for 10 years. 

10 February 1981 I Bah6'1 News 

In early January 1954 the plane 
aboard which the Hand of the 
Cause of God Dorothy Baker was 
returning home from an Interna
tional Baha'i Conference in Asia 
crashed near the island of Elba in 
the Mediterranean Sea. All aboard 
were lost. This rare, lovely, re
markably gifted and distingUished 
servant of the Cause was mv 
closest friend. -

During the first 18 months of my 
pioneering days in Atlanta, before 

.. 



the first confirmation of a member 
of my class of investigators of the 
Teachings, she was my mainstay. 

The governor of Georgia at that 
time ranked first in racism among 
southern governors. The only 
place I could talk to a black friend 
in public was on the outside steps 
of the Post Office. An official, ob
serving the quality of our conver
sation, said, "You can't talk here." 
Although its capital city was con
sidered cosmopolitan by outsid
ers, the general attitude of Geor
gia's citizens was insular and tradi
tional ... especially in feeling. 

A lonely time 

For instance, my next door 
neighbor, a college graduate 
whose little girl was a first-grader 
in school with mv Ginnv, came to 
call after six months: She ex
plained her delay by saying, 
"Well, the van that brought your 
household goods was from New 
York and so you're a foreigner. But 
I decided there must be something 
good about you because you have 
such nice children." My reply that 
I was born in Georgia didn't seem 
to register. Gradually, through 
carefully developed effort on my 
part, we became friends. Only a 
person of such penetrating vision 
as Margaret Mitchell would have 
dared to categorize the prewar cul
ture as "Gone With the Wind." 
On every level my tests were fre
quent and severe, and I craved an 
understanding heart in the flesh. 

It was a difficult and lonelv time, 
but Dorothy always knew" when 
my ebb tide was lowest, and a 
surprise visit when en route to 
Florida to see her son, or a phone 
call would give the needed boost. 

In one instance she was sched
uled to speak at a public meeting 
in Charleston, South Carolina. 
Not far from her home in Ohio, icv 
road conditions caused an accident. 
Dorothy wasn't injured but her car 
was damaged, so she canceled 
the engagement. About i p.m., 
while I was washing the dishes, a 
phone call from the \:ational 

Spiritual Assembly informed me 
of Dorothy's plight and asked me 
to take her assignment. I was 
willing, but had no one to take 
care of the children, and would 
have had to take a midnight train 
to reach Charleston in time for the 
meeting. Also, it was Sunday and 
I didn't have enough cash on hand 
to make the trip. My only recourse 
was the "Remover of Difficulties." 

Soon I learned that neither of 
the women who sometimes cared 
for my two hopefuls was available. 
As I prayed for guidance, the 
feeling of assurance began to regis
ter, though I had no clues as to 
how either of the problems would 
be resolved. I was careful to keep 
my focus on the "Remover of 
Difficulties. " 

About 10 o'clock another phone 
call. I recognized the voice, but it 
had such an unusual quality that I 
asked, "Dorothy, where are you?" 
What a relief when she replied, 
"Just south of Chattanooga." 

I informed her about the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly's call 
and my situation regarding the 
trip. Quickly, in her usual cheery, 
vibrant voice, she said, "Oh, 
Terah, I'll take care of it mvself. I'll 
just delay my arrival in Florida." 

When we met later, she told me 

The author (second from left) at a fireside 
after making her.final move as a Baha'i 
teacher, to Greensboro, North Carolina, 

..... -~ .. ---... "-----. 

The Hand of the Cause of God Dorothy 
Baker, who was killed in an airplane crash 
in 1954, was one of Mrs. Cowart-Smith's 
closest friends. 

where she has lived for more than U 
years. 
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'Some time later .. . there seemed to be two hands pressing 
on her shoulders, and the voice was emphatic: 

that a little before 8 p.m. that eve
ning an inner voice had said, "Call 
Terah." But she thought it not 
necessary to do so before she got 
to Atlanta, as she was staying 
overnight. So she continued driv
ing. Several times the thought to 
call me haOJecurred, but she dis
missed it as before. Some time 
later, she said, there seemed to be 
two hands pressing her shoulders, 
and the voice was emphatic: "Call 
Terah now!" Frequently we didn't 
need more than intuition .... 

Teaching in Canada 

In January 1956 once again I 
changed residences in order to 
serve the Faith in a more crucial 
territory. From Rochester, New 
York, to Dundas, Ontario, was my 
fourth move. 

In the early '40s, when I made 
my first teaching trip to the 
Province, I had discovered that thP 
Canadian Baha'is have a plus
indefinable, but a plus. I joined 
five believers. Our purpose was to 
establish an Assembly and serve 
as a center for special teaching 
projects to help meet Canada's 
goals of the Ten Year Crusade. 

Dundas is a small town near the 
industrial city of Hamilton. This 
metropolitan area was destined to 
play an important part in the Ten 
Year Crusade launched by Shoghi 
Effendi in 1953. Canada's goal was 
a large increase in new As
semblies, and Dundas was an 
ideal location for an intensified 
teaching campaign, for there were 
many Baha'is within a radius of 75 
miles. 

For three months we had study 
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"Call Terah now!" , 

classes twice each week, and 
cooperated with the Canadian Na
tional Assembly in holding two 
seminars. This was one of the 
happiest experiences of my Baha'i 
life. I shared our headquarters 
with two young ladies. We had a 
small quaint cottage with a flower 
garden that always reminded me 
of those in the countryside near 
London and Cambridge, England. 
The study classes, firesides and 
conferences kept us yery busy. 
Our monthly conferences were 
well attended and the enthusiasm 
was unmatched. 

At this time the majOlity of the 
Canadian Baha'i population lived 
in Ontario, so they had the re
sponsibility for the iargest number 
of new units of the administrative 
svstem. This concentrated work 
vielded six new Assemblies. No 
~ne had to move more than 50 
miles to achieve this goal. 

My last letter from Shoghi Ef
fendi concerned my teaching work 
in Dundas. My good friend, the 
Hand of the Cause of God Leroy 
loas, who had been his close assis
tant for several years, wrote on the 
Guardian's behalf: 

"The Guardian has been fol
lowing your teaching activities in 
Canada with interest, through re
ports being received. It is most 
encouraging to get your word on 
the confirmation of six souls and 
great interest on the part of others 
who may also become Baha'is. 

"This indicates the wisdom of 
visiting teachers who will settle for 
a time in a goal city, or area, so the 
fruits of their labors are devel
oped. Too often our teachers enter 
a city, assist the local friends, stir 

up interest, and then leave before 
the results are known. The 
Guardian hopes more teachers 
may be able to remain in a city 
until the fruit is garnered. 

"The Guardian is happy also 
that vou are to devote time now in 
the southern states ... he hopes a 
new movement may take place in 
the teaching work in the South 
which has lagged so badly oflate." 

This was my last teaching 
directive from the Guardian. 

In the fall of 1956 I moved to 
Greensboro, North Carolina, 
where my Baha'i sister, Eiah, and I 
established our home that served 
as a center for activities of the Faith 
until she responded to a call to 
help save the Spiritual Assembly 
of Fort Myers, Florida. 

I 
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Around the world 
Sri Lanka 

About 100 believers including thiee 
members of the Auxiliary Board, a 
representative from the Maldive Is-

Several people declared their be
lief in Baha'u'llcih during a recent 
nine-day public proclamation at 
the National l:Ia~iratu'I-Quds in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, that drew a 
steadv stream of several hundred 
visito~s of Christian, Hindu, Mus
lim and Zoroastrian backgrounds. 

The open house at the Baha'i 
Center that included displays of 
Baha'i literature and poster~ as well 
as talks by believers was opened 
with remarks by the chairman and 
secretary of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Sri Lanka. Speakers at 
the proclamation's opening cere
mony included the permanent sec
retary to the Ministry of Cultural 
Affairs. 

The week-long event that was 
extended for two additional davs 
received wide publicity in news
papers and on the radio. Several 
visitors to the Baha'i Center at
tended meetings as a result of the 
proclamation effort. 

· _.. --_._ ..... _---_. 

lands, and two incemutional traveling 
teachers from the United Kingdom 
participated September 20-23 in the 

Baha'i summer school at the Regional 
Baha'i Centre in Kandy, Sri Lanka. 

Jamshed Fozdar (left), chairman of the Assembly's plan to inaugurate the ob
National Spiritual Assembly of Sri servance of World Religion Day in Sri 
Lanka, presents a copy of The Procla- Lanka and to establish a close relation
mation of Baha'u'llah to His Emi- ship with the heads of the other princi
nence, Thomas Cardinal Coo ray, the pal religions in that country. 
leading prelate of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Sri Lanka. The presentation 
was a part of the National Spiritual 
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Brazil 

Last January the Baha'i commu
nity of Rio de janeiro, Brazil, began 
distributing 420 copies of the book 
Call to the Nations, extracts from the 
writings of Shoghi Effendi, to 
prominent citizens of the state as 
part of a proclamation effort that 
included publicity in Brazil's 
largest daily newspaper. 

The books were accompanied by 
a letter requesting comments on 
the book. A remarkable number of 
letters has been received bv the 
Spiritual Assembly of R{o de 
Janeiro. 

Botswana 

More than 150 people from 
seven countries attended an inter
national Baha'i summer school 
August 23-29 in Mahalapye, 
Botswana, that was planned by 
the Continental Board of Coun
sellors for Southern Africa. 

Participants including 115 adults 
and 41 children came from Zam
bia, Malawi, Lesotho, Botswana, 
South Africa, Zimbabwe and 
Swaziland. 

Registration fees paid by par
ticipants not only defrayed all 
costs of the summer school but 
also resulted in a generous contri
bution to the Fund from those at 
the school. 

Many participants spoke of the 
unity at the summer school as its 
most striking aspect. 

iceland 

More than 50 believers, includ
ing Eskil Lundberg, a Knight of 
Baha'u'llah, and three other guests 
from the Faroe Islands, attended 
Iceland's Baha'i Winter School dur
ing the last week of December. 

The school was held at 
Olfusborgir, an hour's drive 
southeast of Reykjavik. Class 
topics included Baha'u'llah's life, 
His purpose for mankind and the 
changes He has brought to man, as 
well as the Will and Testament of 
'Abdu'/-Baha. 
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Additionally, a motion of con
gratulations to the Baha"j commu
nity was approved by the state's 
legislative body and published in 
the official government journal. 

The following is a translation of 
that motion: 

"Deputy Atila Nunes proposes: 
J ask the Board to transmit to the 

Baha'i Community of Rio de 
Janeiro a motion of congratulations 
for releasing the exceptional book 
Call to the Nations, written bv the 
distinguished thinker Shoghl Ef
fendi, a genuine masterpiece of 

Ethiopia 

universal belief, which manifests in 
an incomparable way the longing 
for peace and brotherhood, inher
ent to all mankind, among the 
peoples of the world. 

Rio de Janeiro, 31 July 1980. 
signed, Deputy Atila Nunes." 

As a result of this successful ef
fort, the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Brazil has decided to expand 
the proclamation campaign to the 
entire country. The book will be 
sent to 3,000 prominent people in 
all areas of human endeavor. 

Speakers at the UN Day observance last Kingsly Dube, chief of the Informtltion 
October 24 at the Baha'i Center in Office at the UN Economic Commis
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, included sian for Africa, and Ato Eshetu Hap
(standing at left) Belete Worku, treas- temariam, chairman of the Spiritual 
urer of the National Spiritual Assem- Assembly of Addis Ababa and master of 
bly of Ethiopia and the Assembly's UN ceremonies for the UN Day obsenJance. 
liaison officer; and (seated left to right> 

Members of the Addis Ababa 
Baha'i community and approx
imately 70 invited guests attended 
the October 24 observance of 
United Nations Day that was spon
sored by the National Spiritual As
sembly of Ethiopia and hosted by 
the Spiritual Assembly of Addis 
Ababa. 

The meeting in the Addis Ababa 
Baha'i Center was opened by the 
chairman of the Spiritual Assembly 
of Addis Ababa. Other speakers 
were the National Spiritual As
sembly'S treasurer and liaison offi
cer, and the chief of the Informa
tion Office at the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Africa. 

..... 

The subject was the "United Na
tions and World Peace." 

The representative of the UN 
Economic Commission for Africa 
praised the efforts of the UN's 
non-governmental organizations 
such as the Baha'i International 
Community for their constant and 
progressive support of the UN and 
world peace. "The work of the 
Baha'is is commendable," he said. 

The UN representative an
swered questions from the audi
ence, and the program was con
cluded with a Baha'i prayer for 
mankind read by the chairman of 
the Spiritual Assembly of Addis 
Ababa. 

__ --l 



United States 

An artist's conception of the proposed 
Louhelen Bahli'i School in Davison, 
Michigan, showing the concept of an 

The ;\Iational Spiritual Assembly 
of the U.S. has approved plans for 
the reconstruction of the Louhelen 
Baha'i School in Davison, Michi
gan, that was first opened in 1931 
and closed in 1974 for reasons of 
safetv. 

Th'e beloved Guardian, Shoghi 
Effendi, commented about the im
portance of this Baha'i school in no 
less than 50 of his letters. 

The $1.8 million reconstruction 
project calls for the restoration and 

Kenya 

Two members of the Continental Board 
of Counsellors for Central and East Af
rica, Peter Vuyiya (third from left) and 
Isobel Sabri (far right) were among 
memrers of a delegation presenting 
Bahli: books to the speaker of the Ken
yan Parliament (fourth from left). 
Other believers at the meeting are John 
Huddleston, a traveling teacher from 
the U.S. (far left); Mr. Sobheil, a 
member of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Kenya (second from left); and 
Katherine Mboya, a member of the 
Spiritual Assembly of Nairobi (fifth 
from !.eft). 

• 

'arc' formed by several new buildings 
soon to be constructed on the site of the 

preservation of a few of the original 
buildings and the construction of 
new buildings to serve the present 
and future needs of the commu
nitv. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has approved the sale of prom
issory notes to Baha'is to expe
dite raising the funds needed to 
support the project. The National 
Treasurer's Office has selected in
dividuals to act as its agents in the 
approximately 26 states in which 

LOliI".e!e~ Bahi': School 
D,l\N»l. \\k hl>.:.111 

original school that was closed in 1974 
for reasons of safety. 

the sale of the promissory notes is 
registered in compliance with state 
law. Approval by most of the states 
in the eastern half of the country 
was given last October. • 

Bids were opened October 28 on 
the first phase of the project that 
includes preliminary site work, 
underground utilities, foundations 
for four buildings and the 
superstructure of the School Cen
ter building. 
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Cameroon Republic 

Approximately 40 people 
attended the second Baha'i sum
mer school in the English
speaking area of the Cameroon 
Republic last September 6-12 at 
Buea, Cameroon. Dr. Mihdi 
Samandari, a Continental Coun
sellor for Western Africa, was a 

This well-attended Baha'i children's 
class is held daily in the small village 
of Mfaitok, Cameroon Republic. The 
classes are held at the local 
l:Ia;;iratu'I-Quds that was constructed 
by the friends in Mfaitok. 
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guest speaker. 
Baha'i books were presented to 

summer school students who suc
cessfully completed a simple 
examination that followed classes 
and a series of workshops on 
Baha'i administration. 

Following a talk on Baha'i mar-

· ---, - .. _-..... _---_. 

Participal1 ts in the second Baha'i 
Summer School in English-speaking 
Cameroon, held last September 6-12 at 
Buea, assembled for this group photo
graph. Continental Counsellor Mihdi 
Samandari is in the second roU' at the 
far left· 

riage on the last day of the school, 
a Baha'i wedding took place be
tween a Persian pioneer to Chad 
and a Canadian pioneer. Non
Baha'i guests expressed their 
appreciation for the simple cere
mony and joyous atmosphere. 

Children join the adults in working to 
care for the grounds of the district 
1:ia:?iratu'I-Quds in Mamfe Town, 
Cameroor. Republic. 
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Mexico 

Progress is being made in meet
ing yIexico's Seven Year Plan goal 
of translating Baha'i literature into 
a number of indigenous languages. 

The short Obligatory Prayer has 
recently been translated into 25 in
digenous languages spoken in the 
State of Oaxaca where approx
imately 60 mutually unintelligible 
Indian languages are spoken. 

Translations of the short Oblig
atorv Praver have been made into 
nine Zap~tec languages, five Mix
tee languages, four Chinantec lan
guages, and two Mixe languages as 
well as the Zoque, Huave, 
Amuzgo, Mazatec and Cuicatec 
languages. 

Alaska 

Fiftv-six believers from 16 Alas
kan communities attended the 
June 30-Julv 5 Chilkat Vallev Baha'i 
Summer School in Haines, ·Alaska. 

Program speakers included 
Robert Putnam, treasurer of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of 
Alaska, and Auxiliary Board mem
bers Ray Hudson and Raye Mullin. 

Classes were presented on Baha'i 
history, the Kitab-i-Aqdas and the 
Book of Revelation in the Bible. 
Separate classes were conducted 
for children and youth. 

Evening entertainment included 
square dancing and the presenta
tion of skits. Those at the summer 
school enjoyed a Persian dinner 
that was prepared by Zarin 
Malmiri, a traveling teacher from 
Luxembourg. 

Pakistan 

'-\FProximately 180 people in
cluding a large number of youth 
from 25 localities in Pakistan 
attended a Baha'i summer school 
held .-\ugust 1-5 at Baha'i House 
in Rawalpindi. 

\lembers of the Regional 
Teaching Committees of Sind, 
Punjab and Baluchistan met dur
ing the summer school to layout a 
program for the futherance of the 
Cause in the northern part of the 
country. 

Finland 

Continental Counsellor Betty Reed Finland. She is shown here with the 
(front row center holding purse) par- nearly 40 believers from all parts of 
ticipated in a :Vational Teaching Con- Finland who attended the conference. 
erence last August 30-31 in Tampere, 

EI Salvador 

One hundred-fifty believers from 
all parts of EI Salvador, some of 
Persian or American descent, 
attended a National Teaching Con
gress August 24 that was held in a 
home on the outskirts of San Sal
vador. 

Members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of EI Salvador 
and assistants to Auxiliary Board 
members shared teaching' experi-

Argentina 

ences. 
Progress on the goals of the 

Seven Year Plan was discussed, 
along with the recent sacrifices of 
Iranian believers and the recent 
loss of the four Hands of the Cause 
of God. 

Music by children and the con
ference host and hostess were 
presented during breaks in the con
ference. 

Some of the believers at the Baha'i a Continental Counsellor for South 
Winter School held Tulll 12-13 in America, (far right), was aile of the 
Saen::: Pena, Argentina, gathered for participants. 
this group photograph. Athos Costas, 
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. SectatiRlbe Garden tells the story of an old woman who sets out 
~ hBPPi ass to a troubled viHage and d the yourig' girt ." 
'. ~ secret, wins the villagers' atrantion by_ deeds; 

.. ""-,,...-:,,;\i_ lien" show, through a rnuIIicoIor8d and diwtsilBd gaftten. 
unity is achieved. 

The warm iIIusIrations. half in color, half in black and white. add layers of 
meaning and hours of enjoyment 10 the story. The autflo(s wit and 
humor touch the text as well as the tiniest details on each page, 
delighting not only children but the young of every age. Can you find the 
sleeping cat who comes awake as the villagers learn about living 
together and appreciating differences? 

The Secret in the Garden is also available as a cassette recording, 
narrated by Susan Engle. who sings a special song created for the 
book. The musical background and sound effects are by Collins Trier 
and Susan Engle .. 

Ages 5-10 years. 

.. ~_"· __ 'b ____ _ 

" . 
WIIiIFEIED tiMlMilf 
.... ~enddiN .. .,.. 
for the giIfed at Trinity UnitIersiIY..".. __ ~. 
paintings. sculptutes. and murals can be found 
in private collections throughout the 
United States and Canada. 

Cloth 7-53-13 $5.00 \ 

Cassette 6-32-05 $3.00 I 
32 pages 5V4 x 8V4 inches 
ISBN o-an43-151-5 

BookICassette 7-53-15 $7.50 
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SEVEN MARTYRS 

In Yazd, Iran, a fourth group of seven believers 
faces death with faith, courage, and assurance 

The following translation of a letter from Iran dated Sep
tember 15, 1980, describing the circumstances surrounding 
the martyrdom of seven Bahti'is in the city ofYazd was made 
allailable to the Baha'is of the world by the Universal House 
of Justice on November 23. In releasing the report, the De
partment of the Secretariat at the World Centre said the Su
preme Body "hopes that the high spirit of the dedicated souls 
who are offering their lilles in the Cradle of our Faith, and the 
courage and self-abnegation with which they give testimony 
with their blood to the purityand distinction of God's Holy 
Cause, will inspire the friends in every land and stimulate 
them to reach loftier heights of self-sacrifice in service to the 
~ause of God. " 

Baha'u'lhih is witnessing from the Abha Kingdom 
how the calamities and tribulations which are pouring 
down like torrential rain have had an impact on our 
hearts and souls which, in these troublesome times, 
have melted into one, and how the martyrdom of 
these seven beloved friends has taken a part of our 
hearts and souls awav from us. 

You have instructed us to read the Fire Tablet and 
contemplate its meaning, and we assure you that al
most every Baha'i in Iran is following this counsel. The 
same sufferings which Baha'u'llah endured in the past 
are again being encountered by His beloved followers 
in the country of His birth. 

Your Baha'is in Iran are a new creation. They not 
only endure the trials and tribulations, but they also 
value the great honor bestowed upon them in sharing 
even a drop of this honor bestowed on our beloved 
forbears. We are proud to share in the sufferings of the 
Blessed Beauty and His Most Great Branch. We are 
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sincerely thankful. 
The city of Yazd is a place where hundreds of mar

tyrs have laid down their lives at the Threshold of the 
Faith. But now, for the fourth time in history, the 
heroes of Yazd, those essences of love and acquies
cence, are offering the gift of "seven martyrs." The 
first "seven martvrs of Yazd" sacrificed their lives 
during the Minish}' of Baha'u'llah; the second "seven" 
filled the cup of martyrdom during the time of 
'Abdu'l-Baha; the third "seven" gave their lives in the 
village of Hurmuzak in Yazd in the year 112 during the 
miniStry of Shoghi Effendi; and now, during the time 
of the Universal HOuse of Justice, the fourth group of 
"seven" have watered the barren land of Yazd with 
their blood. 

It was 'Abdu'l-Baha who said that acceptance of suf
fering and martyrdom in the path of God is the highest 
wish of true lovers. In several Tablets 'Abdu'l-Baha 
Himself said that He longed to drink from the cup of 
martyrdom, and He stated how blessed were those 
who drowned themselves in a sea of tribulation for the 
love of God. Our latest "seven martyrs" were indeed 
manifestations of this longing of true believers, and 
they welcomed their fate with great valor. 

It is interesting to note that most of the Baha'is in 
Yazd were expecting to have "seven martyrs." At 
many conferences, for example, Mr. 'Aziz'u'llah 
Dhabi}:liyan, one of the Auxiliary Board members who 
was martyred, repeatedly announced that the fourth 
group of "seven martyrs" of Yazd would certainly 
come to pass. The Baha'is of Yazd were so convinced 
this would occur that when on the early morning of 8 
September a rumor was passed that six Baha'is had 
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been executed, one of the friends said it could not be 
true, "There are either seven or none!" The man who 
completed the "seven" was an old Baha'i from Man
shad, a village near Yazd, who had been taken from 
his village only a few days before the date of the execu
tions, and many of the friends in Yazd did not know 
about his arrest .... 

The story of these martyrs is both painful and glori
ous to tell. The same cruelties, fanaticism, and hatred 
which the enemies of God had shown in the last cen
tury are again unveiling themselves, and the same in
sults, harassment, and vengeance are being inflicted 
on the families of the martyrs and on the community as 
a whole. Such ruthlessness is still being continued. 

Tortures and hoaxes 

When the martyrs were in prison, the families were 
called several times by people who said they were 
phoning of behalf of the Revolutionary Komiteh, in
forming them to pick up the bodies of their relatives 
who had been executed. When the Baha'is, with great 
anxiety, went from Komiteh to hospital to morgue to 
cemetery, everyone denied having the bodies. After a 
few hours of such torture, it was revealed that the 
whole episode was a hoax aimed at harassing the 
families. Therefore, on 8 September, when the 
families were told to come and take deliverv of the 
bodies, the friends immediately thought it ~as the 
same story which had been repeated several times. 

Such tortures against the Baha'is have occurred in 
various ways. For example, when Mr. Dhabil:tiyan was 
arrested in Shiraz and was being transported to Yazd, 
his captors took him out. of the car several times, 
blindfolded him, and tied him to a tree, pretending 
that they were intending to execute him. Each time, 
however, they shot into the air. It is unbelievable how 
Mr. Dhabil:tiyan and the others could remain so calm 
and composed when such indignities were being 
heaped upon them. 

On the day before the executions, the families were 
permitted to meet with their beloved ones for one-half 
hour in the afternoon in the presence of a number of 
fanatical and evil guards who looked at them with the 
fire of hatred in their eyes. The prisoners were compla
cent, secure, and calm. Although nobody in that 
meeting was informed that this was to be the final 
visit, Mr. Dhabi}:tiyan and Mr. Faridani hinted that it 
might indeed be the last. 

The prisoners had first been confined in a regular 
prison cell, but for the last few days they had been kept 
in an underground basement which was hot and 
damp. The only contact with the outside world during 
the last moments of their lives was from a window 
which was a few meters above them, but at ground 
level of the outside yard. 

Although we do not yet know the details or the place 
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of the martyrdoms, it is rumored that they were 
killed in a garden outside the town; that one single 
guard was in charge of the executions; that while car
rying out his duty, each of the prisoners begged to be 
the first one to be executed; and that the prisoners re
quested that they should be buried side by side in one 
place. . 

The bodies of the martyrs were first taken to the 
hospital and then to a piece of barren land outside the 
city limits. It should be recalled that the Baha'is prev
iously had a beautiful cemetery in Yazd, but it had 
been confiscated and the graves desecrated. In its 
place they were given this barren land in the desert 
.without water or other facilities. 

When the news of the martyrdom of the seven 
Baha'i:, rc:ached Teheran, many of the friends wanted 
to go to Yazd for the funeral. But in order to prevent a 
large and befitting service for the victims, the 
authorities compelled the Baha'is to bury the bodies on 
the same day, saying that they did not have refrigera
tion facilities to preserve the bodies. Even with sucD 
short notice about 200 Baha'is participated in the fu
neral. One of the friends brought barrels of water in his 
car, and the Baha'i youth, including the son of one of 
the martyrs, dug the graves in the blazing sun. The 
bodies had to be washed out in the open on cement 
blocks which had been brought to the site for the 
graves. While the guards were looking at these events 
without feeling any shame or remorse, the friends dug 
seven graves side by side. Coffins were also brought 
and after the bodies were placed in them, prayers for 
the dead were recited in front of the seven coffins. 
None of the participants at the funeral wore black, in
cluding the families of the martyrs. It is significant that 
all of the arrangements for the grave preparation, bur
ial, funeral, etc., were made spontaneously without 
specific instructions from the Local Spiritual Assembly 
or anyone else, which demonstrates the unity of pur
pose and thought manifested in the Baha'i community 
of Iran during such troubled times. The graves were 
covered with flowers, and mosaic slabs were placed on 
each grave to identify it. The next day, however, when 
the friends returned in the early morning to the grave
sites, somebody had taken away the flowers and had 
broken the mosaic slabs. 

Televised 'trial' 

On the same day of the executions, 8 September, an 
announcement was made on Radio Yazd at 10 a.m. 
that in order to please the souls of the Muslims who 
had been killed during political disturbances one year 
previously on that date, seven Baha'i spies had been 
executed. This news was repeated on the radio with 
great elation and two days later videotaped proceed
ings of the trial were shown on Yazd TV. The vid
eotape, which was shown in two segments, showed 
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the tranquility, courage, and dignity of these beloved 
heroes. This televised account dearly shows how 
these courageous men were defending the Cause of 
God and not themselves. They did not deal with ac
cusations made against them individually, but as
serted that the glory of the Faith was free of all accusa
tions. Those who saw the program said that the faces 
of the prisoners were calm, beautiful, and dignified, 
and that they were dressed as if they were going to a 
party. The prosecution read the charges and one of the 
prisoners, Mr. Akhtar-Khavari, read the rebuttal 
which had been written by the prisoners in prison. 
Their testimony was in defense of the Cause and in ref
utation of the baseless accusations against the Faith. 
However, when this statement was being read, the 
television engineers manipulated the broadcast so that 
the sound was distorted and muffled and the defense 
was not heard dearly. Protests were made to the tele
,ision station, even by non-Baha'is, but in order to 
offset. the agitation of the non-Baha'i public, the 
enemies of the Cause sought ways and means to in
timidate and silence them. 

In his congregational prayers the next day, Ayatol
lah $adduqi attached the Faith and asked the public to 
sign a scroll confirming the action of the Revolutionary 
Court. A few hundred "of the faithful" heeded his re
quest and signed. The next day the media reported 
that thousands of people of Yazd had signed the scroll 
in favor of the verdict of the Court. 

The wives of the martyrs have remained very strong 
and their children are courageously supporting their 
mothers and consoling others. They do not cry or la
ment and this astonishes everyone, including their 
non-Baha'i friends. This display of composure and 
dignity increases the hatred of the enemies who want 
the satisfaction of seeing them suffer, but this satisfac
tion is not giver. to them b:. t.'1e relatives anu friends of 
the martyrs. 

What a great contrast between the degradation and 
moral decadence of these cruel enemies and the honor 
and exalted character of the lovers of the Blessed 
Beauty! I cannot begin to describe the courage, zeal, 
endurance and radiant acquiescence exhibited by 
these beloved friends of Yazd. This small town on the 
border of the desert has cultivated verdant fruitful 
trees in the vineyard of God, thanks to the blood of so 
many martyrs. 

Pillars of strength 

Here are a few comments about each of the seven 
martyrs: 

Mr. 'Aziz'u'llah Dhabfl:rlyan was a loving, kind, and 
energetic Baha'i who had become an Auxiliary Board 
member. His pleasant personality and gentleness 
were an example to all believers. He and his fellow 
Board member, Mr. Firaydun Faridani, who were mar
tyred together, were pillars of strength. They had a 
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very close relationship with the Local Spiritual As
sembly of Yazd where they had been frequently in
vited for consultation. 

Mr. DhabiDiyan was 56 years old at the time of his 
death, and he is survived by his wife and two children. 
He was a civil servant, but retired prematurely in order 
to be free to serve the Cause at all times. His area of 
service was Yazd, Kirman, and Baluchistan, but since 
our Board member in Shiraz, Mr. VaDdat, was in 
prison, he also covered this area. Warmth radiated 
from his person which helped to solve the problems of 
the Baha'is. When the persecution of the Baha'is in 
Iran started last year, he was constantly on the move to 
meet with the friends and except for one or two days a 
month, he was not at home. His wife was also a won
derful servant of the Cause. She took care of the chil
dren in her home, and this enabled him to serve the 
Cause. She herself is a member of the Local Assembly 
of Yazd and is now being hunted by the enemies of the 
Faith. 

Two Board members 

There is a letter written by Shoghi Effendi addressed 
to Mr. DhabiDiyan's mother in which he prayed that 
'Aziz may be endeared in this world and the world to 
come. His mother sent him to martyrdom knowing full 
well that he will be glorified in the Kingdom of God as 
he was loved and respected in this world. She does not 
weep for him, and those who meet this old, but strong 
and faithful woman cannot stop shedding tears, but 
she requests them to control themselves, saying, "It is 
said that in their exalted rank the martvrs will be 
grieved if we cry for them." . 

Mr. DhabiDiyan was in Shiraz to assume his post as 
an Auxiliary Board member when the Revolutionary 
Guards raided his home several times in order to cap
turehim.Hiswife, being thus harassed, was advised by 
the Local Spiritual Assembly to leaye the city and go 
elsewhere. Mr. DhabiDiyan, although apprehensive 
for the safety of his family, did not leave his field of 
service; day and night he met with the friends to 
encourage them. He did not reach home any night be
fore midnight. When he was advised to rest, he would 
say that it was not the time for rest and that he had to 
meet the Baha'is, who at this time were despondent 
and concerned. 

Those who saw Mr. DhabiDiyan recently in Shiraz 
said he was more radiant than ever. One day when he 
was going out to meet the friends, the enenues of the 
Cause, who had been searching for him in Yazd, 
found and arrested him in Shiraz and with great in
sults and abuse took him toward Yazd. Several times 
on the way they faked an execution scene, as men
tioned before, but nothing made him waver. They fi
nally reached Yazd where he was placed in custody 
with the other prisoners. 

Mr. Firaydun Faridani was also an Auxiliary 
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' .. . the enemies of the Cause raided his home while he was 
praying and they kicked him to the ground ... They took 

away all his Baha'f books and set fire to his storeroom. After 
a few days his wife died of shock.' 

Board member and was from Zoroastrian background. 
He had an immaculate character and was hospitable, 
detached, and loving. When the Local Assembly 
members of Yazd were arrested and his own life was in 
danger. he not only refused to escape but on the con
trary made himself visible so that everybody in Yazd 
could see that Baha'is don't run away. He also refused 
to leave Yazd because he thought the friends needed 
him more than ever at that time. It was he who tele
phoned daily his colleagues in Teheran, and, as al
ways, was jubilant, resolute, and consoling. 

After his martyrdom his son and son-in-law, who 
went to his funeral, were also arrested. In the face of 
these tribulations other family members have re
mained patient and steadfast and are a source of cour
age to their fellow Baha'is. 

The youngest of the martyrs among the seven was 
Mr. MaI:unlid l:Iasanzadih, who was 41 years old at 
the time of his death. He is survived bv his wife, two 
daughters (15 and 14 years old), and;' nine-year-old 
son. His father is Muslim and his mother is a Baha'i. 

From earlv vouth Mr. Hasanzadih was an enthusias
tic-Baha'i, and many tim~s he expressed his wish to be
come a martyr. Whenever he bought valuable things 
for his familv, he told his wife that he had obtained 
them for he{ and the children, so that in future they 
would not be in need, and he said he wanted nothing 
for himself except the crown of martyrdom. He used to 
express this wish so much that his friends nicknamed 
him "Mr. Martyr." They assured him, however, that 
the period of martyrdom had passed, but Mr. I:Iasan
zadih was not convinced. His continuous services in 
Yazd so endeared him to the Baha'is of that city that he 
soon became a member of the Local Assembly, and 
while serving in this capacity he was arrested and with 
great eagerness attained his heart's desire. 

Mr. 'Ali Mutahhari was the brother-in-law of Mr. 
Hasanzadih, a~d these two were so close to each other 
that they collaborated in their services to the Faith and 
were helpful companions. Together they solved the 
problems of their fellow believers. Mr. Mutahhari had 
a small car which alwavs traveled to and fro in service 
to the Faith. He even used it to transport the deceased 
to the cemetery. His non-Baha'i neighbors recognized 
his spirit of dedication and brought their problems to 
him. He really deserved to wear the crown of martyr-

dom. 
He is survived by his wife and five children, the eld

est being a 21-year-old-son, who was the one to actu
ally dig his grave, and the youngest a 12-year-old 
daughter, -~ho was the only person perrnittea to meet 
with her father and with the other Baha'is in prison. 

The oldest martyr in this group was Mr. 'Abdu'l· 
Vahhab Kcizimi Manshadi, whose age was estimated 
to be between 85 and 90. His father, Mr. l:Iusayn 
Kazimi, was also a martyr and the account of his mar
tyrdom is recorded in the "History of the Martyrs of 
Yazd." 

A 'walking Qur'an' 

Mr. Kaziml was so stooped that while walking his 
fingers almost touched the ground. When those who 
knew him heard that he was one of the martyrs, they 
asked how he could have been shot since he could not 
stand erect. His body showed that three bullets went 
through his abdomen rather than his chest, and that 
he was later shot in the forehead. 

A distinguishing characteristic of his was his re
markable memory and the fact that he knew much of 
the Qur'an by heart. He was known as "a walking 
Qur'an," and he even corrected those who were 
quoting from the Qur'an during his trial. 

He was living in the village of Manshad near Yazd, 
and perhaps his knowledge of the Qur'an and his zeal 
for teaching others made him a target for arrest. From 
his early youth he had seen many attacks on the Faith, 
and he was frequently stoned and beaten, the marks of 
which were evident on his head and other parts of his 
body. 

A few months ago the enemies of the Cause raided 
his home while he was praying and they kicked him to 
the ground, which made his 70-year-old wife con
cerned for his life. They took away all his Baha'i books 
and set fire to his storeroom. After a few days his wife 
died of shock. The old man remained in Manshad 
alone. His sons and daughters insisted he leave Man
shad and go to their homes outside the village, but he 
refused and said he did not want to leave his "trench." 
Several days later the Revolutionary Guards raided his 
home again and after beating and heaping insults 
upon him, they took him to the car and set out toward 
Yazd. The two guards discussed about how much time 



was being wasted on this old man and one of them 
suggested that they run over him with the car and be 
finished with him. The other guard, however, refused 
to give in and instead gave his consent to leave Mr. 
Kazimi in the desert to die. They pushed him out of the 
car and left him, with injured hands and feet, to perish 
in that desert area during the night. The driver of a 
passing car saw him and, taking pity on him, gave him 
a ride to a village 14 kilometers from Manshad. He 
knew his way from there and after going through hills 
and desert he finally reached home. When he was seen 
alive the next day in Manshad, the enemies ap
prehended him and this time took him straight to 
prison. Thus, at the time of the trial of the Baha'is of 
Yazd, Mr. Kazimi raised the number to seven. 

Grave tests 

Mr. NUr'u'Ilab Akhar-Khavari was a knowledge
able and devoted Baha'i who was 61 years old at the 
time of his martyrdom. He is survived by his wife and 
four sons. He was in India in his younger days and for 
many years served on the National Spiritual Assembly 
of that country. He was faced with grave tests during 
his life, but his love for Baha'u'llah and his certitude in 
the Faith helped him surmount all difficulties and 
trials. 

In the city of Yazd he was a member of the Local 
Spiritual Assembly and its secretary. He had a very 
good command of speech and spoke good English, 
and he was employed as a translator in an industrial 
factory in that town. Recently, because of his Faith, he 
was forced to retire. He had a pleasant and likeable 
personality, and he was the one who read the defense 
paper on behalf of his fellow prisonersat the trial. 

Mr. JaW Mustaqim, 52 years old, is survived by his 
wife, three daughters, and a son. The inhabitants of 
Yazd knew him for his honesty and integrity in his 
business. He had bee;, very actiw in the Faith f~om his 
early youth, was appointed an assistant to the Auxil
iary Board, and for many years served as a member of 
the Local Spiritual Assembly of Yazd. 

These wonderful souls laid down their lives at the 
Threshold of Baha'u'llah. Their martyrdom has not 
abated the thirst of the ferocious enemi~s of the Cause, 
who are now searching for the families of the martyrs. 
Not a day passes without harrassment by these cruel 
people. They are looking for Mrs. J:Iasanzadih and 
Mrs. DhabilJiyan, who are members of the Local As
sembly of Yazd. The son of the old devoted martyr, 
Mr. Kazimi, who came to his father's funeral, was ar
rested. They took him back to Shiraz to show to the 
other members of his family, and there they arrested 
one of his sons-in-law. The two of them are both now 
in prison in Shiraz. 

Talk of an impending massacre of the Baha'is of 
Yazd is very prevalent, but the friends are neither con
cerned nor wavering in their resolve. On the way to 
Yazd the son of Mr. Kazimi, in reply to repeated 
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threats of the guards that all of the Baha'is in Iran will 
be massacred, said, "What does it matter? Baha'u'llah 
says He will raise up from pebbles those who will raise 
His call!" 

A few days ago all the Baha'i men in Mans.had were 
arrested and taken to other villages. After being de
tained for a few days thev were released, but they were 
told they had one week to repent and become Mus
lims. 

The glorious history of the Faith is repeating itself. 
Our heroes are the same as those in the earlv days of 
the Faith. I cannot imagine anyone to be any stro~ger, 
firmer, and more loving that the heroic souls we see 
among the Baha'is in Iran today. 

The prayers of the friends throughout the world 
have a great deal of influence on our reborn commu
nity. In his writings the beloved Guardian made it 
clear to us that it was God's Will that the Baha'is of Iran 
should sacrifice their all so that the oneness of human
kind may be established. In the past two years the Iran
ian Baha'is have not slackened in their submission 
and sacrifice. We must be sure that the Baha'is of Iran 
are ready, to the last man, to give their lives for peace 
and for the love of mankind. We are seeking afflictions 
in the path of God. We do not pray for these tribula
tions to be removed. We need your prayers that God 
will grant such love and power to our hearts that we 
will be able to meet the hatred, cruelty, and enmity 
and replace these with love, kindness, and eternal 
friendship. 



-
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'THE PILGRIMAGE' 

The Pilgrimage, a feature-length 16mm color film 
with optical soundtrack that was written and directed 
by the Hand of the Cause of God Amatu'l-Baha 
Rul)iyyih Khanum, has been produced by Prism 
Productions and is available through the Baha'i Distri
bution Service of Canada. 

The two-hour film, made with the permission and 
approval of the Universal House of Justice, guides the 
viewer through a breathtaking tour of the World 
Centre of the Faith including the Shrines of 
Baha'u'llah, the Bab and 'Abdu'l-Baha, and retraces 
the footsteps of Baha'u'llcih, Who spent the last 24 
years of His life and more than half of His ministry as a 
Prisoner in the fortress-citv of 'Akka and its environs. 

The Pilgrimage opens an'd closes with interviews of 
the Hands of the Cause of God in the Holv Land: 
Amatu'l-Baha Rul)iyyih Khanum, 'Ali-Akbar Funitan, 
and Paul Haney. 

All the Baha'i Holy Places are depicted in soul
satisfying detail: 'Akka, Bahji, the Riq,van gardens, 
Mazra'ih and Haifa. The Hand of the Cause Amatu'l
Baha Rul)iyyih Khanum, whose long association with 

the World Centre began with her first pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land, in 1923, is the widow of Shoghi Effendi, 
the Guardian of the Baha'i Faith. Because of her 20 
years' association with him, as his wife and personal 
secretary, and her subsequent work as a Hand of the 
Cause of God in the Holy Land, she is eminently qual
ified to act as a guide and commentator for the marvel
ous experience of the pilgrimage that this film affords. 

National and Local Spiritual Assemblies, as well as 
individuals, are encouraged to order copies of this 
unique and historic film. While it undoubtedly has 
widespread appeal and significance for the Baha'i 
community, it may also be shown to non-Baha'i audi
ences, providing an opportunity to present the Faith in 
a dignified and interesting manner. 

The Pilgrimage is available in English, French, and 
Spanish. It is wound on four separate half-hour reels 
to facilitate screening. The purchase price is $700 
(Canadian) plus air mail postage. 

To order, please make check or money order pay- -
able to Baha'i Distribution Service, 7200 Leslie St., 
Thornhill, Ontario L3T 2A1, Canada. 
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SUPPORT 

In Strasbourg, France, 
the European Parliament 
strongly condemns Iran's 
persecution of Baha'IS 

"Behold how in this Dispensation 
the worthless and foolish have fondly 
imagined that by such instruments as 
massacre, plunder and banishment 
they can extinguish the Lamp which 
the Hand of Diz'ine power hath lit, or 
eclipse the Day Star of everlasting 
splendour. How utterly unaware they 
seem to be of the tru th that such adver
sity is the oil thaf feedeth th.e f..ame of 
this Lamp!" (Gleanings from the Writ
ings of Bahti'u'lltih, XXIX) 

• 
Shoghi Effendi writes in God 

Passes By (p. 409) that the history of 
the Baha'i Faith "may be said to re
solve itself into a series of pulsa
tions, of alternating crises and 
triumphs, leading it ever nearer to 
its divinely appointed destiny." 

In the recent history of the Faith, 
no crisis has been greater than that 
faced by the sorely persecuted be
lievers in Iran-yet their sufferings 
have led directly to major triumphs 
for the Faith in terms of worldwide 
publicity and prestige. One such 
triumph was witnessed recently in 
Europe. 

The ancient city of Strasbourg in 

the Alsace region of northeastern 
France is commonly known as 
"Europe City," for it is the seat of 
the Council of Europe and the 
meeting place of the European Par
liament. 

The European Parliament is an 
organ of the European Economic 
Community (EEC) and is com
post?d of 410 elected representa
tives from the nine Common Mar
ket countries-Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, 
and the United Kingdom. 

Prior to the September 1980 ses
sion of the European Parliament, 
the National Spiritual Assemblies 
of the nine Common Market coun
tries, like other National Assemblies 
of the world, had derived great 
encouragement from the fact that 
the plight of the Iranian Baha'i 
community had received a warm 
and sympathetic response from the 
press as well as from parliamenta
rians and government authorities 
in several countries. 

During the session of the Parlia
ment, it quickly became apparent 
to the Baha'is as they moved about 

tt 
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the Palais de l'Europe that the per
secution of their fellow-believers in 
Iran was a major topic of discussion 
among parliamentarians when 
they met informally outside the 
council chambers. Inside, the par
liamentarians demonstrated their 
concern for the fate of the Iranian 
Baha'is by introducing a large 
number of motions deploring the 
persecu tions. 

So numerous were these mo
tions that the Parliament finally 
agreed that they should be consoli
dated into one motion, so that an 

.~ .. .,. 

early decision could be made as to 
whether the Baha'i case merited 
urgent debate. The different politi
cal groups agreed to support a 
single motion and it was decided, 
with onlv two abstentions, that the 
Baha'i ca'se should be placed on the 
agenda for emergency debate. 

Without doubt, the news of the 
martyrdoms of seven Baha'is in 
Yazd, Iran, served to reinforce the 
Baha'i case and helped convince 
the Parliament of the need for ur
gent and positive action. Thus do 
tragedies sometimes lead t~ 

Friday, Hi September 1980 

RESOLUTION 
on the persecution of members of the Bahai community in Iran 

The European Parliament. 

-recalling its unfailing attachment to the international protection of human rights, 
-recognizing in particular the need to protect the rights of religious minorities in all 

countries, 
-concerned at the systematic campaign of persecution directed in Iran against the 

300,000 members of the Bahai community (the biggest religious minority in Iran) 
and the accompanying violations of fundamental human rights, in particular: 
(a) the refusal of any legal protection to the Bahai minority, 
(b) the summary arrest. detention and execution of leaders of the Bahai commu

nity, 
(c) the confiscation or destruction of the resources and means of subsistence of 

the Bahais and the the arbitrary dismissals or refusals to employ Bahais, 
(d) the threats and acts of violence against the Bahais in an attempt to force them 

to repudiate their faith, 

1. Condemns the violation of the human rights of all religious minorities in Iran, more 
particularly the members of the Bahai faith whose rights as a religious minority are 
not recognized by the Iranian constitution; 

2. Calls upon the Government of Iran to grant the Bahai community the legal 
recognition and protection to which all minorities are entitled under the provisions of 
the various UN pacts and convention on human rights; 

3. Also condemns the illegal measures taken against Catholic and Anglican leaders 
and the execution of leading members of the Jewish community; 

4. Calls upon the Foreign Ministers of the European Community meeting in political 
cooperation to make urgent representations to the Iranian authorities to put an end 
to the persecution of the members of the Bahai community, and to allow them to 
practise their religion freely and enjoy all civil, political, social, economic and cultural 
rights; 

5. Requests the Commission and Council to impose an embargo on all sales of 
surplus agricultural products to Iran where subsidies by European taxpayers are 
involved until full human rights are restored to Iranian citizens; 

6. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, Commission, the 
Foreign Ministers meeting in politicarcooperation, to the Government of Iran, to the 
Governments and Parliaments of the Member States and to the Secretary-General 

I of the United Nations. 

triumphs. 
The triumph, in this case, came 

shortly after midday on Friday, 
September 19, when the 
Baha'is-conscious that thev were 
witnessing the making ot'Baha'i 
history, and struggling to hold 
back tears of joy-heard the Euro
pean Parliament unanimously 
adopt a Resolution that strongly 
and wholeheartedly supported the 
Baha'i case. The contents of that 
Resolution were summarized by 
the Universal House of Justice in a 
message of September 25 to all Na
tional Spiritual Assemblie~: 

"ELJ ROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
MEETING IN STRASBOURG 
AND COMPRISING OVER 400 
MEMBERS UNANIMOUSLY 
ADOPTED ON SEPTEMBER 19 
HISTORIC RESOLUTION 
WHICH DENOUNCES SyS
TEMATIC CAMPAIGN PERSE
CUTION IRANIAN BAHA'is AND 
VIOLATION THEIR ELEMEN
T ARY HUMAN RIGHTS, CALLS 
UPON GOVERNMENT IRAN 
G RANT BAHA'i COMMUNITY 
LEGAL RECOGNITION AND 
PROTECTION, A;\ID UPON 
FOREIGN MINISTERS EURO
PEAN COMMUNITIES MAKE 
URGENT REPRESE;\ITATIONS 
TO IRANIAN AUTHORITIES 
CEASE PERSECUTION BAHA'is 
ALLOWING THEM PRACTISE 
THEIR RELIGION FREELY AND 
ENJOY FUNDAMENTAL HU
MAN RIGHTS, AND RE
QUESTS MEMBER STATES IM
POSE EMBARGO ON ALL SALES 
OF SUBSIDIZED SURPLUS AG
RICUL TURAL PRODUCTS TO 
IRAN UNTIL FULL HUMAN 
RIGHTS ARE RESTORED TO 
IRANIAN CITIZENS. THIS RE
MARKABLE DOCUMENT ENDS 
WITH STATEMENT THAT EVI
DENCE SUGGESTS ARRESTS, 
EXECUTIONS OF BAHA'is ARE 
CONTINUING AND INCREAS
ING ACCORDING TO PREAR
RANGED PLAN AND ONLY 
SPEEDY RESPONSE BY EURO
PEAN PARLIAMENT CAN STOP 
THESE DEVELOPMENTS." 



en 

AGNES ALEXANDER AWARD 
Blind community leader honored in Hawaii 

Albert Kaleianuinui Sing, community leader, 
former Community Action Program executive, and a 
blind person, is the fourth recipient of the Agnes 
Baldwin Alexander Award for Service to Humanity 
presented annually by the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the Baha'is of the Hawaiian Islands and its 
human rights arm, NAHBOHR. 

The award, which honors the memorv of the Hand 
of the Cause of God Agnes Alexander who intro
ducted the Faith to Hawaii in 1901, was presented last 
December 26 at an International Year of the Disabled 
banquet at the Princess Kaiulani Hotel in Honolulu. 

\1r. Sing was recognized for his civic-mindedness, 
his outstanding community service over many years, 
and for achieving all of this despite his being blind. 

Mr. Sing was and is active with service organ
izations dealing with the blind, the aged, health and 
welfare, and economic opportunity. He has received 
the Honolulu Lions Club's Blind Man of the Year 
award (1970), the Governor's Award for contributions 
to the Community Action Program, and other awards. 
He has served as chairman of the State Advison' 
Council for Children and Youth and is presently its 
Legislative Committee chairman. 
- Makmg the award presentation was the director of 
NAHBOHR, Mrs. Gladys Johnson of Waianae. She 
was assisted by Judge Betty M. Vitousek of the Family 
Court, HO:lOlulu, and Mrs. Gladys A. Brandt, an edu
cator and community leader, who were the first and 
third recipients of the Alexander Award. 

!\10re than 150 people attended the banquet whose 
principal speaker was Dr. William Maxwell, professor 
of education and director of the school of education at 
the Vniversity of the South Pacific in Fiji. 

Dr. Maxwell, the first Baha'j pioneer to Korea, has 
sen'ed on the National Spiritual Assemblies of North 
East Asia, the United States, and Fiji. He is the editor 
of numerous textbooks and author of many articles on 
education, and has developed several educational 
games designed to improve a child's I.Q. 

Dr. Maxwell spoke on "An Ounce of Prevention," 
stressing that the birth of handicapped children could 
be prevented in many cases if mothers would follow 
the rules of good health and nutrition before and while 
carrying a child in the womb. 

Mistress of cermonies at the banquet was Miss 
Lynne Ellen Hollinger of Honolulu. Tracy Hamilton, 
chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly, wel
comed those who attended and presented background 
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information on the Baha'i Faith. Music was provided 
by the Hawaii Baha'i Chorus, directed by Rick Wood, 
and by classical guitarist Peter Kun Frary. 

Gov. George R. Arivoshi of Hawaii, U.s. Sen. 
Da~iel K. Inouye, U.s. Rep. Cec Heftel, Mayor Frank 
Fasl of Honolulu, and the state Office of Children and 
Youth sent messages to the banquet. and congratula
tions to Mr. Sing. 

Among the guests at the banquet were Lt. Gov. Jean 
S. King and representatives of Gov. Arivoshi, Sen·.1n
ouye, Sen Spark Matsunaga, Rep. Heftel, Mayor Fasi, 
and Mayor-elect Eileen Anderson. 

Organizations represented included the State 
Commission on the Handicapped; the state Office of 
Children and Youth, State Department of Health; 
Hawaii Council of Churches; Hawaii State Library; 
United Nations Association; Rotary International; 
Hawaii Speech, Language and Hearing Association; 
Aloha Council for the Blind; Easter Seal Society; 
Hawaii Association for Children with Learning Dis
abilities; Hawaii Association of Retarded Citizens; and 
Hawaii Federation for the Blind. 

Civic leader Albert Kaleianuinui Sing of Honolulu, Hawaii (sec
ond from right) receives the fourth Agnes Baldwin Alexander 
Award for Service to Humanity presented on behalf of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Bahti'is of the Hawaiian Islands 
and its human rights arm, _~AHBOHR, from Mrs. Gladys 
Johnson of Waianae (right), directorofNAHBOHR. Also shown 
(left to right) are educator and community leader Mrs. Gladys A. 
Brandt of Honolulu, and Judge Betty M. Vitousek of the Family 
Court, Honolulu, who were the third and first recipients, respec
tively, of the award. The presentation was 11UlIie during a banquet 
last December 26 that was attended by more than 150 people. 
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Service at Mother Temple of Australia televised 
An hour-long inter-faith service last October 5 at the 

Baha'i House of Worship in Sydney, Australia, was 
videotaped and later broadcast in its entirety through
out the country over the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission's television network. It marked the first 
time that a program at this House of Worship was tele
vised. 

O~ Sunday morning, October 5, the green lawns 
outsId~ the ~emple basked pe~cefully in the spring 
sunshin.e. InSIde, ~~re was an aIr of mounting activity 
and exotement as tinal preparations were made. The 
16-member Temple choir was tuning up, the readers 
received their programs and checked their scripts 
while television crew members tested lights and C3m
era equipment. 

A team of ushers seated the more than 350 believers 
and their guests.-At 11 o'clock the choir began singing 
to open the hour-long service in commemoration of 
United Nations Week. A 10-minute presentation of 
singing and readings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah 
had been selected for the occasion by the choir master. 

The service included readings from Buddhist, 
Hindu, Jewish, Christian and Muslim scriptures in 
addition to the Baha'i Writings. The 19 guest readers 
included three Christian ministers, a representative of 
the Great Synagogue in Sydney, a Hindu lecturer in 
the Department of Religious Studies at Sydney Uni
versity, and Dr. Keith Suter, a UN representative from 
Sydney. 

The guest of honor was Dr. Hugo Idoyoga, director 
of the UN Infonnation Center for Australia. Other 
dignitaries present included a member of the Austra
lian Parliament and his family; the mayor of Kuring
gai and his family, as well as the president of the War
ringah Shire Council. 

As the service was being videotaped, more than 50 
children who were gathered in the assembly hall on 
the Temple grounds eagerly watched the entire pro
gram on a television monitor that had been specially 
installed for their viewing. 

Program participants attending a luncheon that fol
lowed the service in the House of Worship expressed 
their pleasure in being a part of the Baha'i-sponsored 
event. Many commented on the beauty of the Baha'i 
Writings. Dr. Idoyoga was presented with a copy of 
the book, The Earth Is Ollt? Country. 

The videotape of the sen.-ice in the Temple was tele
cast throughout Australia on October 26 as a part of the 
TV network's "Divine Worship" program series. Be
lievers attending Australia's nationwide regional 
teaching conferences that day took time out to watch 

the televised service in attentive and, in some cases, 
tearful silence. For these friends, seeing the Faith so 
boldly proclaimed and hearing the words of the 
Blessed Beauty on nationwide television was a 
memorable and moving experience. 

Above: Last-minute preparations art? made by a camerman from 
the Australian Broadcasting Commission's television network-
prior to the start of an inter-faith sen}ice last October 5 at the 
Baha'i House of Worship in Sydney. The service was videotaped 
for later broadcast throughout the country. Below: More than 
350 Baha'is and their guests await the start of the sert'ice that 
commemorated United Nations Week in Australia. 



Around the world 
Mauritius 

The chairman of the City of Quatre
Bornes, Mauritius, addresses an audi-

Approximately 100 people 
attended a meeting last October 23 
at the Baha'i Center in Quatre
Bomes, Mauritius, that was spon
sored by the National Spiritual As
sembly of Mauritius in honor of 
United Nations Day. 

Speakers included a representa
tive of the National Spiritual As
sembly, the chairman of the 

Norway 
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ence of approximately 100 who 
gathered at the Baha'i Center in 

Spiritual Assembly of Quatre
Bornes, and a representative of 
UNESCO. 

Afterward, the guests were invit
ed to visit a display of UN materials 
and Baha'i literature that had been 
set up in the Baha'i Center. This 
exhibit was open to the public on 
the following· day and advertised in 
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Quatre-Bornes last October 23 to mark 
United Nations Day. 

four newspapers. 
Two members of the !\:ational 

Spiritual Assembly presented the 
resident representative of the UN 
Development Program with a copy 
of the book Call to the Nations and a 
letter from the National Spiritual 
Assembly on the occasion of UN 
Day. . 

Some of the 23 Baha'i youth and their 
non-Bahti'i friends who participated 
last November 21-23 in the first youth 
weekend above the Arctic Circle in 
Stokmarknes, Norway, gathered for 
this group photograph. Two partici
pants from Stokmarknes, located near 
the Lofoten Islands, declared their belief 
in Baha'u'llah. The North-Norwegian 
Teaching Committee plans soon to hold 
another youth weekend in northern 
Norway. 
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Solomon Islands 

All but two of the friends in the 
western province of the Solomon 
Islands participated in a teaching 
conference that was held last 
August in Litiana, Solomon Is
lands. 

Children's activities included 
hearing Baha'i stories, learning 
prayers, and singing songs. The 
children's program ended with a 
trip to the beach where competition 
was held for the best sand model of 
the Most Great Prison in 'Akka. 

It was noticed during the first 
day of the conference that few 
women were participating. One of 
the men at the conference found 
the women gathered in the 
kitchen as is customarY in their 
society. The men usually sit and 
talk while the women cook. 

When this was discovered the 
women were asked to leave the 
kitchen, and the men shared the 
responsibility for cooking so that 
the women would be able to attend 
the conference sessions. 

Believers in the area of the con
ference site contributed money to 
purchase flour from which the 
women made bread. It was then 
sold, and the proceeds were suffi
cient to pay the conference ex
penses and send a contribution to 
the National Spiritual Assembly. 

Leeward/Virgin Islands 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Leeward and Virgin Islands 
directed two traveling teachers, 
Chris Cholas of New Mexico and 
Mel Allen of Puerto Rico, to the 
Leeward Islands of Antigua and 
Montserrat during their October 
6-17 teaching trip. 

Fifteen people were enrolled in 
the Faith in Piggotts, a village on 
Antigua. A meeting called for the 
election of their first Spiritual As
semblv was attended bv Counsel-
lor Ro'wland Estall. . 

The meeting had to be held by 
candlelight due to a short circuit in 
the building's electrical system. 
The candlelight attracted a number 
of adults and children, man v of 
whom stayed to oDserve a Baha'i 

Partidpants at a teaching conference lands, gathered in front of the confer
last August in Litiana, Solomon Is- ence site for this group photograph. 

Children sing songs they learned dur
ing a program they presented for the 

election and to learn about the 
Faith. 

Most of the 12,000 inhabitants of 
the Island of Montserrat know of 
the Faith through the efforts of 
West Indian believers and an 
American pioneer couple, Craig 
and Elizabeth Owens. 

A group of people in Harris' Vil
lage on Montserrat gathered to 
watch a presentation of the Faith to 
a young deaf man during a public 
meeting. When the fascinating 
presentation was finished and the 
man expressed his desire to be
come a Baha'i, a cheer went up 
from the crowd. 

The Leeward Islands are pre
paring to form their own National 
Spiritual Assembly during Riqvan 
1981 with its seat in St. Johns, 
Antigua. 

adults at a teaching conference last 
August in Litiana, Solomon Islands. 

GRIEVED LEARN PASSING DE
VOTED PIONEER KAREN 
WOODEAD. HER MERITORIOUS 
SERVICES FAITH SOUTH 
AMERICA ADD LUSTRE HER 
COURAGEOUS EFFORTS IN 
UNITED STATES DURING NINE 
YEAR PLAN. KINDLY CONVEY 
OUR LOVING SYMPATHY TO 
DAUGHTER AND ASSURANCE 
PRA YERS PROGRESS MOTH
ER'S SOUL. 

Universal House of Justice 
October 27, 1980 
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Guatemala 

Bahamas 

Representatives of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahamas 
hold a press conference with a reporter 
from The Tribune, Nassau's evening 
newspaper, on July 25. The relaxed, 
two-hour meeting resulted in a story 
about the Faith that was published in 
that evening's edition of The Tribune. 
Shown at the press conference that was 
held at the Bahti'i National Center in 
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Nassau are (left to right) Michael 
Horton, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahamas; 
Tribune reporter Mark Beckford: 
Shamsi Sedaghat, a member of the 
Public Relations Committee of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly; and Brian 
Smith, chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahamas. 

+-
Twenty-four people declared their belief 
in Bahti'u'lltih and more than twice 
that number signed up to take a corres
pondence course on the Faith as the re
sult of a teaching trip by seven Bahti'is 
last December to the Departments of 
[zabel and Zacapa in Guatemala. Top 
left: Roberto Sabuleto, a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of 
Guatemala, and Persian pioneers 
Mahvash Layazali and Agdash 
Rahmatulahi with their Guatemalan 
guides enter a boat to cross the river to 
the town of Quehueche. Above: 
Mahvash (left) and Agdash with a 
newly-declared believer in Livingston. 
The woman's husband has been a 
Bahti'i for a number of years. Her sister 
:;;/so embraced the Faith during this 
trip. Left: A children's class is held on 
the beach. Shown with the children 
and their Bahti'i teachers are a couple 
who were walking by and were at
tracted to the Faith by the class itself. 
Also helping in the teaching effort were 
Jerman Oloslo; Auxiliary Board 
member Eduardo Tay; and American 
pioneers to Guatemala Daniel Orey 
and Connie Kraft. 



New Zealand 

The importance of the role of 
women in building a new World 
Order was emphasized during a 
Baha'i Women's Conference held 
last September 6-7 in Auckland, 
New Zealand. 

The conference focused on 
women's responsibility to claim 
their equal station with quiet dig
nity and assurance, since men, 

United States 

KINDL Y CONVEY LSA JOLIET, 
ILLINOIS, DEEP SATISFACTION 
EFFECTIVENESS PROJECT 
OLINGA. WAR~I WELCOME 
NEW ADHERENTS CAUSE 
PRAYING SHRINES COMMU
NITY'S CONTINUING SUCCESS 
EXPANSION. LOVING GREET
INGS. 
UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

September .l, 1980 

• 
Ninetv-six residents of Joliet, Il

linois, a citv of 85,000 about 35 
miles south~est of Chicago, had 
declared their belief in Baha' u'llah 
two months after the start of "Proj
ect Olinga," a direct teaching cam
paign named in honor of the Hand 
of the Cause of God Enoch Olinga. 

The Spiritual Assembly of Joliet 
began planning for the teaching ef
fort last January. Project Olinga 
began July:; with training sessions 
aimed at proper use of the direct 

who are equally involved in the 
upheaval of traditional sexual 
roles, may not have such a well
defined set of goals. 

The weekend conference, de
signed to allow participants time to 
consult on their ideas regardirtg 
women's emerging equality, in
cluded six workshop sessions. 

The workshops allowed confer
ence participants to express and 
share their views on the role of 

teaching booklet. 

Teams of two or three believers 
then visited all parts of the city and 
approached residents at restau
rants and on their front porches, 
looking for receptive souls, and on 
occasion were invited into their 
homes. 

Consolidation activities include 
visits to new believers on week
ends and two evenings each week. 
The Spiritual Assembly of Joliet has 
extended "Project Olinga" until 
Riqvan 1981. 

Baha'i women today, women in 
teaching, Baha'i and Polynesian 
women, the equality of men and 
women, pioneering, and the role of 
women in the future. 

Among the suggestions made at 
the conference was one that regular 
women's meetings be planned to 
continue the discussions begun at 
the conference and to assist women 
in offering encouragement to one 
another. 

James F. Nelson (left) chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
U.S., addresses a large audience last 
September 27 on the grounds of the 
House of Worship in Wilmette, Illinois, 
during .. memorial prcgrum IWtWr;tlg 
the seven Baha'i martyrs ofyazd, Iran. 
Later, nearly 1,000 Baha'is and their 
friends from the Chicago area and 
elsewhere filled the auditorium in the 
House of Worship to pay tribute to the 
heroic sacrifice made by their fellow
believers in the Cradle of the Faith. The 
memorial program received extensive 
media C()"oerage that included reports on 
two Chicago television stations, an ar
ticle in a Chicago newspaper, and an
other carried on a U.S. news i.cire 
sen'ice. 

Reports from the 18 Baha'i 
Summer School committees ser;
ing the American Baha'i commu
nitv indicate that nearlv 5,000 
people attended Baha'i Summer 
Schools in the U.s. during 1980. 

More than half of those attend
ing were children or youth. The 
National Education Committee 
was pleased to learn that well oyer 
900 vouth attended Baha'i schools 
last summer. There were at least 38 
declarations at U.S. Baha'i schools 
in 1980. 

Sixteen of the Baha'i schools in 
the U.5. are located throughout the 
countrY and hold one- or two-week 
sessions each summer in rented 
facilities. 

The backbone of the U.5. Baha'i 
school svstem continues to be the 
perman'ent schools, the Bosch 
Baha'i School near Santa Cruz, 
California, and the Green Acre 
Baha'i School in Eliot, Maine. 
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Guyana 

A series of weekend teaching ac
tivities in the East Berbice area of 
Guyana led to an eight-day project 
last August during which 89 people 
embraced the Faith, two new 
Spiritual Assemblies were formed, 
and two localities were opened to 
the Faith. 

Each day during the teaching 
project a display was set up in front 
of a shop in the principal town. 
Thousands of passersby saw the 
display, and many stopped to lis
ten and ask questions. Some 
people declared their belief in 
Baha'u'll<ih. Others asked when 
the Baha'is would be visiting their 
own villages. 

More than 50 of the new believ
ers from 13 communities partici
pated in a deepening conference in 
Reliance, Guvana, that was held at 
the end of the week-long teaching 
project. 

A few days later four of the 
newly-enrolled Baha'is joined a 
team of traveling teachers for a 
week of teaching activity in 
Zeeburg, located- in the other 
corner of Guyana. 

During this second project 52 
people declared their belief in 
Baha'u'llah, and a new Spiritual 
Assemblv was formed. This was 
the first -time that local believers 
from that area of Guvana went out 
as traveling teacher;. 

Tanzania 

16 March 1.1/a.tY1'. News 

Interested passersby crowd around 
three Baha'i youth who were manning 
a teaching display last August in the 
principal town of East Berbice, 

A group of musicians that includes 
pioneers from Canada, Malaysia, 
Scotland and Puerto Rico entertains 
the morc than 50 new believers who 

--~--

et 

Guyana. A total of 89 people embraced 
the Faith during the eight-day teach
ing project. 

participated in a deepening conference 
last August in Reliance, Guyana, fol
lowing a successful eight-day teaching 
effort there. 

Delegates and guests at the Baha'i Na
tional Convention in Tanzania gath
ered for this group photograph. 

-.;- '--""'".~.:-' 



Switzerland 

. - . . _.. . 

~-"y' 
::-~ -;-- ~ . ,,,,.;.' 

~~~~~? • ~:".:~' 
The Halld ut" the CllI~e ut" Gud U'-(o 
Giache~1 ~L'tl~ £lillO/IS the //lore th~1l 

Canada 

The H.lI1Li, "t the C,llI"e Llt Cud 
:\m,ltlli-3,lhcl RlIhl\\ih ~h,lllum, 

Juhn ["ll',1rh. William Se,H-- ,md 
'A I i - \ III h .1 III m,h.i \' .HlJcl were the 
te,ltureli "'pe.1i-..er" i,,'t\lI~U,t 1-:; 
,1t ,1 mee~!n,;:; in H(lpe Tll\\ Il~hip, 
Un ta rt l' C ,1 n ,1 d ,1 , t h ,1 t \\' cl ..; 

attended ~'\ repre"enLlti\'e-- ot the 
~,1tion,,; S",iritll,11 .\,..;emblie" llt 
C,l11ad.l .11~j tht' Lllrted St,lte..; 
"I11n~ \\ Iri, 'e\ er,ll Au,ili,]f\ Suard 
!11t·!1~h.'r' .11lc1 their d"I'ta!lb. 

rhe !11eetlll,~, ,m ,11lIlU,11 t:'\'ent 
initiated h the ~LlIld llt the ClLl .... e 
William S~ar..; ,1I1d kflll\Vn ,1'0 the 

:!.OO people from all over Europe 
attendillg the Swi~s summer school last 

"C"thenn~," this year included .1 

memori.1i -;en'ice honoring the 
f/,1l1ds llt the Cause ot Cod Enoch 
l1Iing,1, Rahmatu'ILlh \fuh,ljir, 
f-L,..;an \1. Bdlnizi ar.d Adelbert 
\lllhbLhle~el. . 

\Ir. Se.n·s turned a :-;ev portion of 
the prLl~ram ll\'er tl) representa
ti\es llt the ~ation,,1 Spiritual As
--ernbh' llt Canada "ho introduced 
th"t :-\~..;embly's pLl designed to 
tOLLh the resources d the Can,ldian 
6,lh,i'l LlllnmLlIlitv on winning its 
remainins international pioneering 
~oab. 

July 26-August 3 in Taverne, Swit
::erland. 

Participallts at the 'Gathering' Illst 
August 1-3, ilIl all/wal event begun by 
the Hand of the CUtse of Gud William 
Sears (at left!, alsu included (left to 
rigll t) the Hallds of the Cause of Gud 
'Ali-Muhammad Va rqa , Johl! Robarts 
lIlId Amatu 'I-Bahli RLi~liyyih KhtillLIIII. 
GlI/:~ts illeluded represelltatives of the 
,\'ational Spiritulli Assemblies llf 

Cllllada illld tilt' U.S. lllld sec'eral A£iX~ 
iliartl Buard IIlelllh:1":;; tllld their as:'I:'

tall t~. 

In introducing a motion in the 
Canadian Parliament that supports 
the Iranian Baha'i community, the 
Han. Geoff Scott referred to the 
execution of two Iranian believers 
and asked his fellow lawmakers for 
"sympathetic support" for this 
"grave matter of urgency." 

On Julv 16 the Canadian Parlia
ment adopted the following resolu
tion: 

"That this House of Commons 
deplores the continued pers~cu
tion of religious minorities in Iran, 
especially the 100,000 Baha'is, and 
urges that this total abuse of reli
gious tolerance be brought to the 
attention of the Human Rights 
Commission of the United :\a
tions. " 
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PROFOUNDLY SHOCKED TRAGIC NEWS JUST RECEIVED OF ASSASSINATION IN HIS 
CLINIC OF PROFESSOR MANUCHIHR HAKIM DISTINGUISHED PHYSICIAN EMINENT 
PROFESSOR UNIVERSITY TIHRAN AND FOR SUCCESSIVE DECADES INTERMITTENTLY 
MEMBER CHAIRMAN NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY IRAN. SPIRIT COURAGE DEDI
CATION WITH WHICH THIS MOST RECENT MARTYR DISCHARGED SACRED RESPON
SIBILITIES ON SUPREME NATIONAL BAHA'i INSTITUTION CRADLE FAITH WORTHY 
EMULATION BAHA'i ADMINISTRATORS AND FRIENDS EVERY LAND. DEEPLY DIS
TURBED THIS LATEST OMINOUS SIGN GATHERING CLOUDS FRESH CALAMITIES 
HARD-PRESSED FRIENDS IRAN. URGE USE THIS INFORMATION IN EFFORTS PROCLA
MATION FAITH CONTACTS WITH AUTHORITIES WHERE DEEMED ADVISABLE. 

Universal House of Justice 
January 13, 1981 

PROFESSOR HAKIM, SON NOTABLE PHYSICIAN, WAS BORN IN TEHERAN 1911. STUDIED 
MEDICAL COLLEGE PARIS, OBTAINED DEGREE PROFESSORSHIP II AGREGATION." WAS 
RENOWNED RESEARCHER FIELD ANATOMY, NAME IS TWICE CITED IN LE ROUVIERE IN 
FRANCE, FAMOUS MEDICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA FOR HIS DISCOVERIES FIELD ANATOMY. 
VOLUMINOUS TREATISES, BOOKS HAVE BEEN PART OF TEXTBOOKS USED MANY MED
ICAL COLLEGES. 
RETURNED IRAN 1938 WHERE HE ESTABLISHED CHAIR OF ANATOMY AT UNIVERSITY 
TEHERAN. HIS BOOKS STILL USED AS TEXTS THAT FIELD IN IRAN. HE WAS A WELL
KNOWN SPECIALIST IN GASTROENTEROLOGY. 
HE WAS DIRECTOR BAHA'i HOSPITAL TEHERAN SINCE ITS INCEPTION SERVED THIS 
CAPACITY FOR 30 YEARS. THIS CHARITABLE HOSPITAL TREATED ALL IRRESPECTIVE 
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AND CARED FOR POOR FREE OF CHARGE WHEN NECESSARY. 
WAS FOUNDER BAHA'i HOME FORAGED WHICH ACCEPTED PEOPLE OF ALL REUGIOUS 
RACIAL BACKGROUNDS. WAS DECORATED BY FRENCH GOVERNMENT WITH LEGION, 
D'HONNEUR IN 1976 FOR HUMANITARIAN SERVICES. 
FOR OVER QUARTER CENTURY WAS MEMBER AND WAS SEVERAL TIMES CHAIRMAN 
NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY IRAN. IN RECENT MONTHS RECEIVED CONSTANT 
THREATS ANONYMOUS TELEPHONE CALLS. IN EURO,PE A FEW MONTHS AGO WAS 
WARNED BY FRIENDS NOT TO RETURN TO IRAN, BUT HIS SENSE DUTY SERVICE TO 
PEOPLE IN NEED MADE HIM RETURN DESPITE HIS KNOWLEDGE P,ERSONAL DANGER 
HIS LIFE. 
ON 12 JANUARY 1981, ALONE IN PRIVATE CLINIC AFTER SEEING LAST P~TIENT, UN
KNOWN ASSAILANTS ENTERED OFFICE AND SHOT HIM TO DEATH. 

, Universal House of Justice 
January 14, 1981 
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THE SEAT 

Exterior work nears completion 
on majestic home of Supreme Body 
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TWO VISITORS 

Dr. David Ruhe, a member of the Universal 
House of Justice, and his wife, Margaret, 
receive warm welcome in Peru, Ecuador 

While children study the drumming 
that accompanies the pan-pipes, Ay
mara Indian musicians in the remote 
village of Caspa, Peru, entertain a 

4 April 1981/Sahs" News 

group of visiting Bahli'is last October 
that included Dr. David Ruhe, a 
member of the Universal House of Jus
tice, and his wife, Margaret. 

Dr. David Ruhe, a member of the 
Universal House of Justice, and his 
wife, Margaret, visited a number of 
Baha'i communities in Peru and 
Ecuador last October as well as 
Radio Baha'i in Otavalo,· Ecuador, 
and the site of the Radio· Baha'i 
"facility under construction on the 
shore of Lake Titicaca in Peru. 

Believers from all parts of Peru 
were at the Lima airport October 2 
to welcome the Ruhes. A crew from 
a Peruvian television network was 
there to interview them. 

Following a meeting with the 
National Spiritual Assembly of 
Peru, Dr. and Mrs. Ruhe were 
guests at a large gathering of the 
friends at the Baha'i National Cen
ter in Lima. 

The next day the Ruhes, accom
panied by their son, Chris, flew to 
Piura in the northern part of the 
country where Chris and his family 
are pioneering. People came from 
as far as Tumbes on the Ecuadorian 



border and from Chiclayo to the 
south to attend the large public 
meeting that was held in Piura. 
Several Peruvian youth sang songs 
that they have written about 
Baha'u'llah. 

Dr. and Mrs. Ruhe also visited 
believers in Arequipa, Juliaca, 
Pufio and Chucuitos during their 
11 days in Peru. 

In Juliaca, after spending a day 
adjusting to the effects of the 
change in altitude, Dr. and Mrs. 
Ruhe, accompanied by a large 
group of believers, visited the 
newly finished building that will 
house the transmitters of Radio 
Baha'i in the lakeside village of 
Chucuitos. 

The new building is located on 
the shore of Lake Titicaca, the 
world's highest inland sea. The site 
is surrounded by mountains. 

Members of the Pufio commu
nity, youth from Cuzco and Cerro 
de Pasco, and a group of Bolivian 
Baha'is had an opportunity to visit 
with Dr. Ruhe at a meeting that 
evening. 

Caspa, a remote Aymara Indian 
village, was the next stop on the 
itinerary, and the Aymaras 
entertained their guests with food 
and pan-pipe music. With the aid 
of a translator, Dr. Ruhe spoke 
with the friends at the Baha'i Cen
ter. 

Later, he addressed an audience 
at the Baha'i Institute in Juli, after 
which he consulted with local be
lievers about the progress of the 
Faith in that area of Peru. 

Everywhere he went, Dr. Ruhe 
spoke to the friends about the 
Faith's progress around the world, 
the construction of the Seat of the 
Universal House of Justice, and the 
perilous situation of the believers 
in Iran. 

Dr. Ruhe was among the speak
ers at a dinner party in Pufio that 
was attended by the chief of the 
federal police, the mayor, and an 
officer from the local army head
quarters. 

The following evening Dr. and 
Mrs. Ruhe met with believers and 
their non-Baha'i friends at the Na
tional Center in Lima. 

... 
Dr. David Ruhe, a member of the Uni
versal Houseoflustice (seated at right), 
attends a Nineteen Day Feast in the 
mountain village of Angla, Ecuador, 
during his visit last October to a 

Believers in Lima, Peru, form a recep
tion party for the arrival of their hon
ored guests, Dr. David Ruhe, a 

Auxiliary Board member Rufino 
Gualavisi (second from right) is 
warmly greeted by Mrs. Margaret 
Ruhe (back to camera) and U. S. pioneer 
to Ecuador Ann Miller (far right). 

--------- --- ----

number of communities in Ecuador and 
Peru. Quechua-speaking believers in 
Angla listen to Feast programs that are 
broadcast by Radio Baha'i. 

member of the Universal House of Jus
tice, and his wife, Margaret. 

Others in the photograph (left to right) 
are Julita Acevedo de Stephens from 
Puerto Rico, Dr. David Ruhe, and 
Counsellor Raul Pavon. 
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The Ruhes were special guests at 
an all-day picnic October 12 that 
was held at the Lima home of 
Mas'tid Khamsi, a Continental 
Counsellor for the Americas. 

On October 13 the Ruhes 
traveled to Ecuador where they 
met with the friends at the Baha'i 

Dr. David Ruhe, a member of the Ulli
versal House of Justice (standing at 
righO, addresses a newly-engaged 
couple during a party October 12 in the 
Lima, Peru, home of Can tinental Coun
sellor Mas'lid Khamsi. Dr. Ruhe, ac-

This group of believers in Arequipa, 
Peru, complete with a hand-made baH
ner, was on hand to greet Dr. and 
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National Center in Quito, toured 
the medium and short wave 
transmitter facilities of Radio 
Baha'i, and attended a reception 
and luncheon held in their honor 
and a Nineteen Day Feast where 
they visited with local believers. 

Speaking to a large group of 

companied by his wife, Margaret (far 
right seated behind Dr. Ruhe), spent 
10 days visiting Baha'i communities 
in Peru before traveling to various 
communities in Ecuador. 

Mrs. David Ruhe on their arrival there 
last October. 

Baha'is in the nine-sided, 
thatched-roofed assembly hall at 
the Otavalo Baha'i Institute, Dr. 
Ruheexpressed his pleasure at see
ing, first-hand, the unified devel
opment of the indigenous Baha'i 
communities. He referred to their 
special role in the Faith. 

Mrs. Ruhe reminded the 
Quechua-speaking audience of the 
great contributions that women 
have to offer, stressing the princi
ple of equality of opportunity for 
men and women. 

During a reception at the Otavalo 
Baha'i Institute, Dr. Ruhe ex
pressed his surprise upon seeing 
the great natural beauty of the 
Otavalo Valley. 

"We thought we were prepared 
for it, having seen many photo
graphs of Otavalo, but they were 
mostly of the staff standing in front 
of the Radio Baha'i sign," he quip
ped. "No one prepared me for the 
great arid chasms and mountains 
which we passed coming from 
Quito to Cayambe or the great nat
ural beauty that one encounters as 
he enters the Otavalo Valley." 

Radio a blessing 

He expressed pleasure upon 
learning that Radio Baha'i broad
casts special programs on Baha'i 
Holy Days and for Nineteen .Day 
Feasts. In this way, he said, the 
radio is helping to develop the con
cept of the Baha'i calendar among 

".its listeners. 
"It is wonderful to see it hap

pening . because in about three or 
four years of repetition and varia
tion, I think you should be able to 
establish a Baha'i calendar on a 
meaningful basis," he commented. 

One week prior to each Nineteen 
Day Feast, Radio Baha'i broadcasts 
spot announcements encouraging 
local observances of the Feast. To 
supplement these reminders, 
Radio Baha'i tries to arrange for at 
least one visiting believer in each 
rural, Quechua-speaking com
muntiy. 

Excerpts from the Baha'i Writ
ings as well as prayers and appro
priate music are broadcast over 

I 



Dr. David Ruhe is joined by a group of wave antenna site for Radio Baha'i in volcanic Lake Cuicocha, is high in the 
Baha'is for a walking tour of the short Ecuador. The property, overlooking the Andes Mountains. 

Radio Baha,'i for the indigenous be
lievers. 

Sitting in the open night air be
neath a tile-roofed house of mud
brick in the rugged mountain vil
lage of Angla during a Nineteen 
Day Feast observance, Dr. Ruhe re
flected his feelings: "I cannot tell 
you how moved I am to be with 
you, and I think that 
Baha'u'llah ... would be very 
pleased with the spirit of love and 
unity that is here . . ." 

Dr. Ruhe told members of the 10 
families present that during the 
consultation he was happy to hear 
of their concern for the education of 
the children. All of these children, 
he observed, have a great role in 
the Baha'i world of tomorrow. 

Dr. Ruhe complimented mem
bers of the Angla Baha'i commu
nity on their homes, and on the re
spect shown toward the women 

and children, and said he felt that 
every one of them should be happy 
to be living in such a beautiful 
country. • 

Baha'u'llah, he reminded them, 
loved the natural beauty of the 
countryside and preferred it to the 
city. 

Dr. Ruhe had come to the Feast 
under an arch of flowers, a tradi
tional sign of respect shown to 
honored guests. He left the 
Ecuadorian mountain village fol
lowing the singing of "Al
lah'u' Abha." 
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WOMEN 

Principle of equality 
of sexes is practiced 

in Baha'i communities 
all over the world 

The following is a report of partidpation by the Baha'i In
ternational Community in United Nations activities to pro
mote the advancement of women. 

• 
Since Baha'u'llcih is the first Founder of a religion to 

proclaim women's equality with men, Baha'is have a 
unique mandate to put this principle into practice in 
their comm,unity life, and to be in the forefront of the 
change taking place in the relationship between men 
and women in society at large. 

The Universal House of Justice encouraged-the 
process of improving the status of women in the Baha'i 
world community during the Five Year Plan by calling 
upon 80 National Spiritual Assemblies, as a supple
mentary goal, to II organize Baha'i activities for 
women." Further, the Supreme Body said that during 
the United Nations International Women's Year 
(1975), the Baha'is, particularly in these 80 national 
communities, "should initiate and implement pro
grams which will stimulate and promote the full and 
equal participation of women in all aspects of Baha'i 
community life . . ." In response to this directive from 
the Universal House of Justice, Baha'i communities 
throughout the world observed International 
Women's Year with a wide variety of informational 
programs and activities related to the well-being of 
women. Some communities began, in fact, to study 
the all-important spiritual dimensions of implement-



ing in Baha'i life this important principle of equality. 
Later, in its 1979 Naw-Rtiz message to the Baha'i 

world, the Universal House of Justice, inaugurating a 
new Seven.Year Plan, included as one of the require
ments for developing and fostering the spiritual, in
tellectual and community life of the believers, "the 
encouragement of Baha'i women to exercise to the full 
their privileges and responsibilities in the work of the 
community . . ." 

In the world at large, the evolution of this principle 
of equality is reflected in the growing awareness by the 
United Nations that the full and equal development of 
women is essential to healthy economic growth and 
social harmony. The advancement of women is in
creasingly the subject of international and regional 
United Nations conferences and seminars. United Na
tions agencies-such as FAO, UNICEF, WHO, 
UNESCO-continue to gather information on the 
contributions made by women to all aspects of human 
society. The outcome of this investigation confirms the 
reality of 'Abdu'l-Baha's words that " ... until this 
equality is established, true progress and attainment 
for the human race will not be facilitated." 

International Women's Year was successful in 
strengthening the United Nations' commitment to 
improving the condition of women. The General As
sembly established a Decade for Women (1976-1985) 
and adopted a plan of action to be achieved during that 
time. Further, the UN decided to hold a second World 
Conference on Women in 1980 to review the progress 
made in the first five years of the decade, and to make 
provision for the achievement of the remaining goals 
during the last half of the decade. Within this 
framework, non-governmental organizations 
(NGO's)-such as the Baha'i International 
Community-have been invited to participate in 
United Nations activities to accomplish the goals and 
objectives of the decade. 

The Baha'i International Community, in its consul
tative work with the Economic and Social Council and 
with UNICEF, is making an important contribution to 
United Nations programs based on the enlightened 
views about women that are found in the Baha'i Writ
ings, a!ld on the experience gained through the prac
tice of the principle in Baha'i community life. 

The Baha'i International Community sent delegates 
to four meetings that were sponsored by the regional 
United Nations Economic Commissions in prepara
tion for the 1980 mid-decade World Conference. On 
those occasions it was possible to present prepared 
statements on the Baha'i view of the equality of the 
sexes and to share information on the activities of 
Baha'i communities to advance the situation of 
women. These conferences also gave Baha'i represen
tatives an opportunity to meet and talk with promi
nent women from their region. Such growing in
volvement in United Nations meetings at the regional 
level is bearing the fruit of increased recognition of the 

Mrs. Lily A. Monze, a delegate of the Pan-African Institute 
for Development to the World Conference on the UN Decade 
for Women, peruses Baha'i literature at a reception for dele
gates held last July 23 at the Baha'i National Center in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. The reception was sponsored by the 
Baha'i International Community and the Baha'i community 
of Denmark. 

Baha'i International Community in these geographical 
areas. Gradually, the BahA'i world community is be
coming known for its concern for women's progress, 
and appreciation is growing for the quality of its con
tribution. 

The mid-decade regional meetings took place in 
Paris, France; New Delhi, India; Macuto, Venezela; 
and Lusaka,' Zambia. In Paris, Mrs. Annette Zahra'i 
and Mrs. Francoise Teclemarian attended a seminar of 
the Ec;onomic Commission for Europe on the Partici
pation of Women in the Economic Evolution of the Re
gion Ouly 1-12,1979); Counsellor Zena Sorabjee, Mrs. 
Tahira Vajdi and Mrs. Bharati Gandhi represented the 
Baha'i International Community at the Regional Prep
aratory Conference held in New Delhi (November 
5-9, 1979) under the sponsorship of the Economic and 
Social Council for Asia and the Pacific; Mrs. Araceli 
Tapia and Mrs. Helena Neri were Baha'i delegates to 
the Second Regional Conference on the Integration of 
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The Baha'i delegation to the World Conference on the United 
Nations Decade for Women held July 14-30, 1980, in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. From left to right are Mahshid 
Fatio, Annette Zahra'i, Mary Sawicki. 

Women in Development, organized by the Economic 
Commission for Latin America in Macuto (November 
12-16, 1979), and Mrs. Ruth Vuyiya, Mrs. Kathleen 
Higgs, Mrs. Linda Kendel, and Mrs. Sandra Tjiten
dero were the Baha'i representatives at the Second Re
gional Conference on the Integration of Women in De
velopment, sponsored by the Economic Commission 
for Africa in Lusaka (December 3-7,1979). 

At the world Conference of the United Nations Dec
ade for Women, held in Copenhagen, Denmark, July 
14-30, 1980, the Baha'i International Community was 
represented by Mrs. Mary Sawicki, Mrs. Mahshid 
Fatio and Mrs. Annette Zahra'i. A written statement, 
prepared for distribution at the Conference, presented 
for consideration two key principles that have been 
found effective in Baha'i communities now function
ing in more than 340 countries and territories of the 
world: first, "that a declaration of equality of the sexes 
based on a universally acknowledged authority and 
having influence on the hearts and minds of people, is 
a most effective motivation for change, II and second, 
"that an authoritative statement of equality must be 
binding on men as well as women, since it is essential 
that men recognize the equal status of women, for 
women to be freed from the struggle for their rights, 
and for each sex to complement and help the other." 

The Baha'i delegates attended the conference ses
sions and were present when 57 governments signed 
the newly-adopted "Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination Against Women." Mrs. 
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Sawicki represented the Baha'i International Commu
nity at a reception given by Dr. Lucille Mair, 
Secretary-General of the World Conference, and dele
gates participated in other social events arranged by 
government delegations. 

A forum for non-governmental organizations was 
also held during the first 10 days of the conference. A 
beautiful exhibit was set up by the Baha'is of Denmark; 
literature was distributed widely, and the Baha'is had 
full opportunity to talk with the visitors to the forum. 
More than 8,000 people attended this event. Danish 
Auxiliary Board member Ingelise Sorensen was in
vited to join a panel discussion on the role of religion 
in development. Other Baha'is from Denmark, Ireland 
and the Netherlands took advantage of the rich oppor
tunities to share with the participants Baha'i answers 
to the problems associated with the status of women. 

A highlight of Baha'i participation in the conference 
forum was a reception given at the Baha'i Center in 
Copenhagen for representatives of international 
NGO's. The 50 or more guests who attended enjoyed 
:he hospitality so warmly offered by the Danish Baha'i 
friends. Three representatives of the International 
Association of Women Lawyers attended particularly 
to show their support for the Baha'is because of the 
persecution and suffering of the Baha'is in Iran. 

Ultimately, the basis for truly effective participation 
of the Baha'i International Community in the United 
Nations programs for the advancement of women will 
be the degree to which individual Baha'is and their 
communities implement the teachings of the Baha'i 
Faith on the equality of rights, responsibilities and 
opportunities for men and women everywhere. 

Baha'i literature table at the forum for non-governmental 
organizations (NGO's) held during the World Conference on 
the UN Decade for Women last July in Copenhagen, Den
mark. 
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ASTATEMENT 

Baha'I International Community outlines 
Faith's position on equality of women 

The following statement was sub
mitted by the Baha'i International 
community, a non-governmental 
organization in consultative status 
with the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC), at the 
World Conference of the United Na
tions Decade for Women held July 
14-30, 1980, in Copenhagen, Den
mark. 

• 
In response to the request for 

non-governmental organizations 
not only to strengthen and imple
ment existing programs aimed at 
women's integration in develop
ment, but also to revise and rede
fine, if necessary, "development 
concepts, objectives, and policies 
to achieve it," (Agenda item 9, Part 
3, Section IV, "In'ternational 
Policies and Programmes," Pro
gramme of Action for the Second 
Half of the United Nations Decade 
for Women: Equality, Develop
ment, and Peace, A/Conf.94/22), 
the Baha'i International Commu
nity would like to present for con
sideration two key principles 
which have been found effective in 
Baha'i communities now func
tioning in more than 340 countries 
and territories of the world. 

1. A declaration of equality of 
the sexes based on a universally ac
knowledged authority and having 
influence on the hearts and minds 
of people, is a most effective moti
vation for change. The recognition 
of this authority must not be 
through compulsion. It can only be 
effective as it attracts in freedom all 
nationalities, races, and classes to 
its validity and instills the desire to 
abandon prejudice in favor of lov-

ing cooperation. 
The teachings of Baha'u'llah, 

Prophet-Founder of the Baha'i 
Faith, declare the equality of men 
and women to be a divine law in 
this age and proclaim this principle 
to be essential for an understand
ing of the oneness of humanity and 
the establishment of world unity 
and world order. They advocate 
the spiritual education of both men 
and women through the influence 
of revealed religion, which has 
been a most powerful and funda
mental influence in human life 
throughout history. 

The Baha'i International Com
munity, observing the marked 
changes occurring in the different 
cultures and ethnic groups repre
sented at present among its mem
bers, has noted the willingness of 
people to reorient their lives in 
obedience to the principle of 
equality of sex. All of the guidjng 
laws and concepts in the Baha'i 
teachings not only have appeal for 
people of all backgrounds but are 
applicable to their needs in all areas 
of the world. The beneficial aspects 
of diversity are maintained while 
prejudices which prevent the full 
development of all people are sys
tematically abolished. 

2. An authoritative statement of 
equality must be binding on men as 
well as women, since it is essential 
that men recognize the equal status 
of womem for women to be freed 
from the struggle for their rights, 
and for each sex to complement 
and help the other. 

The education of both sexes must 
proceed on the basis of a spiritual 
equality, in which men and women 
are the same, an equality which 

must be expressed before all else, 
in the acquisition of praiseworthy 
qualities and attributes. When in
stilled in the earliest years, these 
standards of excellence result in 
cooperation rather than competi
tion, love and kindness rather than 
anger and hatred, and beyond this, 
in appreciation for the contribu
tions of both men and women. Re
lieved of the pressure of the strug
gle for power or dominance, both 
sexes understand that equality 
does not mean becoming identical 
in function. 

Since mothers are the first educa
tors of humanity, the community 
must give preference to the educa
tion of women who, in turn, have 
an obligation to strive to acquire 
moral and spiritual qualities. In 
their function as mothers, they will 
then educate their children from 
the earliest age in the goals of life 
which insure the nobility and hap
piness of human beings. 

It is the Baha'i experience that 
women who have become moti
vated to develop their spiritual 
potential and become examples of 
the highest human qualities are 
true educators. They benefit them
selves, their families, and the 
community at large. They acquire 
skills, develop intellectual acumen, 
and in turn become respected and 
admired, earning the praise and 
gratitude of men and women alike. 

These two important principles 
will, in the Baha'i view, guide men 
and women, as they participate in 
community life, to a dedication to 
the best interest~ of humanity, in a 
spirit of service rather than compe
tition and confrontation. When 
linked with the qualities of com-

. passion, justice, honesty, and 
trustworthiness, service becomes a 
most effective eans for orderly 
growth and for the preservation of 
group harmony. The drive for 
superior positions or status will 
gradually disappear. Pressure 
groups, partisan interests and 
negative attitudes have no place in 
such an environment. Every indi
vidual becomes, therefore, free to 
work in a constructive way for the 
advancement of his family, his na
tion, and humanity as a whole. 
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Around the world 
Nigeria 

A program developed by Baha'i 
women of Kano State, Nigeria, in 
support of the United Nations In
ternational Decade for Women 
was presented last June at three 
women's schools to a total audi
ence of approximately 1,000. 

The program that included spe
cial music composed for the occa
sion and sung by the Baha'i sing
ing group "The Waves of One 
Ocean" grew out of a suggestion 
by the National Committee on 
Women's and Children's Activities 
that prominent Nigerian women 
be contacted. 

While visiting women's school 
and college principals, the believ
ers learned that there were a 
number of openings for Baha'i 
speakers. This resulted in a plan to 
commemorate the midway point 
of the International Decade for 
Women. 

Two Baha'i women educators 
spoke at the Women's Teachers 
College in Gezawa, Nigeria, at a 
government secondary school in 
Kura, Nigeria, and at the St. Louis 
Secondary School. They discussed 
the role of women in society and in 
the home. All three programs 
were described as well-received 
proclamation events. 

The Faith was the subject of a 
45-minute television program and 
3D-minute radio interview in the 
Lafia-Makurdi area of Nigeria. 
Local believers report that these 
proclamations were highly suc
cessful and have led to the oppor
tunity to prepare a series of 19 
radio programs on various aspects 
of the Faith. 
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Children in Lalupon, Nigeria, are the came out of their houses to find out 
first residellts to be attracted by a group what the activity was about. Pamphlets 
of youllg Balui'i lIlusicialls who partici- were distributed alld the film 'Green 
pated last Jalluary ill direct teachillg Light Expedition' was shown. The 
campaiglls ill LaiupOiI and three other teaching effort also included visits to 
cities ill westenz Nigeria: Ibada/l, Ife the tOWIl chief alld elders. 
and OSllOgbo. III Lalupoll residents 

A Ballii'[ children's class ill Omotosho, man of the village who immediately ac
Nigeria, is taught by Feyi Ollibollokuta cepted the Teachings of Baha'u'Uah 
(cellter) who is usillg a series of 19 whell the Faith was first brought to his 
iessOils prepared ill Ellglish and Yoruba village. Residents of this village located 
alld published by the Natiollal Spiritual Ilear the city of Ibadall are allxious for 
Assembly of Nigeria. The man holding their children to learn Baha'i prayers 
a Baha'i calelldar (at far left) is the head and songs about God. 

- ---- - ------



France 

The Hand of the Cause of God 
Ugo Giachery, four members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, and 
four Auxiliary Board members 
were among the 140 people at the 
national teaching conference last 

Virgin Islands 

Members of the Spiritual Assembly of 
Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, Virgin 
Isla/lds, Juliette Soderberg (left) a/ld 
Juanita Cunningham present a copy of 
The Dawn-breakers to Dr. Henry 
Chang, director of libraries, archives, 
museums and archaeological services of 
the Virgin Islands. The presentation 
was made by the Spiritual Assembly as 
part of its observance of UN Human 
Rights Day last December. 

Taiwan 

Sixty-five prominent Taiwanese 
citizens including government 
dignitaries, artists and educators as 

Guests at the Baha'i-sponsored Hu
manitarian Service Award presenta
tion last October 21 in Taipei, Taiwan, 
are, (seated left to right) Dr. Ruth 
Wright-Hussey, one of the two award 
recipients; the Han. Lee Teng Hui, 
mayor of Taipei; and Professor Liang 

November 1-2 in Montpellier, 
France. 

Participants represented 29 lo
calities, mostly in southern France. 

One person at the conference de
clared his belief in Baha'u'llah. Par
ticipants made personal teaching 
commitments including homefront 

well as believers from various parts 
of Taiwan attended the first Baha'i 
Humanitarian Service Award pro
gram last October 21 that was 
planned under the guidance of the 

Tsai Ping, the seco/ld award recipient. 
The two people seated to their right are 
unidentified. Standing are Baha'is 
Marie and Victor TOni, masters of 
ceremonies. The mayor of Taipei made 
the award presell tations on behalf of the 
Baha'i community of Taiwan. 

pioneers to three jeopardized 
Spiritual Assemblies and 10 
traveling teachers. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
of France cabled the World Centre: 
" ... Enthusiastic, encouraging re
sponse friends electric atmosphere 
renewed zeal devotion." 

National Spiritual Assembly and 
held in a distinguished Taipei 
hotel. 

The two humanitarian awards 
were presented by The Hon. Lee 
Teng Hui, mayor of Taipei, on be
half of the Baha'i community of 
Taiwan. 

Award recipients Dr. Ruth 
Wright-Hussey, an internation
ally-known educator, and Profes
sor Liang.Tsai Ping, a world
famous musician, as well as the 
mayor paid warm tribute to the 
Faith and to the believers of Taiwan 
for hosting the event. 

The program was carefully 
pla.nned for four months by a task 
force appointed by the National 
Assembly. Printed invitations were 
sent to a carefully selected segment 
of Taiwanese society that had not 
been reached by previous procla
mation efforts. The event received 
press coverage before and after the 
award dinner. 

Many local Baha'i communities 
in Taiwan sent large floral ar
rangements to the hotel for the 
Baha'i-sponsored program. 
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Fiji Islands 

Dr. William Maxwell, chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Fiji 
Islands (ieft), chats with Her Royal 
Highness Princess Anne of the United 
Kingdom upon her arrival last October 
12 for ceremonies marking the 10th an
niversary of Fijian independence. Dr. 
Maxwell responded to Princess Anne's 
questions about the Faith. Later, dur
ing an interfaith service at the National 
Stadium in Suva, readings from the 
Baha'i Writings wer.e presented in Fi
jian, Hindi and English. 

India 

Nine hundred fifty-one people 
were enrolled in the Faith last 
August in India's Andhra Pradesh 
State following a visit to 74 lo
calities by three assistants to the 
Auxiliary Board. 

The three assistants, accom
panied by pioneers and local be
lievers, were able to help surpass 
the goal of enrolling 500 people in 
the Kurnool District. 

Believers in 46 localities in 
Andhra Pradesh transmitted their 
contributions toward the construc
tion of the Mother Temple of the 
Indian Sub-continent to the visit
ing assistants to the Auxiliary 
Board. 
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Baha'is figured prominently in 
an interfaith service last October 12 
at the National Stadium of Suva 
marking the 10th anniversary of 
Fiji's independence. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
was invited to join an interfaith 
committee planning the event and 
was allotted time on the program 
that featured Christian, Hindu, 
Muslim and Baha'i readings and 
prayers. 

The Baha'i readings, two pas
sages from The Hidden Words of 
Baha'u'lltih and a prayer for man
kind by 'Abdu'I-Baha, were printed 
in a commemorative brochure that 
was distributed to 6,000 people. 

The Baha'i readings were 
presented in Fijian, Hindi and 
English. The Baha'i presentation 
was the only one on the program 
that included the Fijian language. 

Guests of honor at the event 
were Her Royal Highness Princess 
Anne of the United Kingdom; her 
husband, Captain Mark Phillips; 
Ratu Sir George Cakobau, gover
nor general of Fiji, and dignitaries 
from all of the Pacific islands, Aus
tralia, New Zealand, United 

Ireland 

Visitors to the Baha'i Summer School 
in Waterford, Ireland, last August 
10-12 included the dty's mayor, Tom 
Brennan (second from leff), and Philip 
Hainsworth, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United 
Kingdom (far left), who viewed a 
Baha'i literature display along with 

Kingdom, France and the United 
States. 

Dr. William Maxwell, chairman 
of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Fiji Islands, was in the recep
tion line for the arrival of the royal 
party. Dr. Maxwell was the last in 
the presentation line and as a result 
he chatted briefly with Her Royal 
Highness, responding to questions 
about the Faith, its relationship to 
Islam, and its status in Iran and in 
Fiji. 

Approximately 20 seats were al
located to Baha'is on the special 
dais set aside for dignitaries from 
all religions. These were filled by 
members of the National Assembly 
and by local believers. The group of 
Baha'is included Fijians, Indians, 
Chinese, Tuvaluans, Europeans, 
Tongans and Samoans. 

Following years of effort and 
prayer by the believers in Fiji, this 
was the first time that the Faith had 
been invited to participate in an 
ecumenical service on a national 
level, signifying its official recogni
tion as an independent religion in 
that country. 

Patrick O'Mara, a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Ireland 
(center), and Tony McGinley, a 
member of the committee that designed 
the exhibit that included photographs 
of Baha'i Holy Places and various ac
tivities along with Baha'i books. 



United States 
More than 400 people in the San 

Francisco Bay area, most of whom 
are Spanish-speaking, declared 
their belief in Baha'u'llah during 
the four weeks from December 23 

Dr. Dwight Allen, a member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the United States, proclaimed the 
Faith on 97 occasiori.s to more than 
12,000 people in seven countries 
during a trip last November 4-
December 22 that took him to 
India, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singa
pore, Malaysia, Thailand, Egypt 
and the United Kingdom. 

Dr. Allen spoke at proclamation 
meetings, conducted deepening 
classes, and addressed youth con
ferences. He was asked to speak at 
memorial programs for the Hand of 
the Cause of God Abu'l-Qasim 
Faizi in Hong Kong, Taiwan and 
London. 

Dr. Allen described the journey 
that was undertaken in conjunc
tion with a professional assign
ment for the East Asian Regional 
Council of Overseas Schools as one 
he made in memory of his father, 
John W. Allen, a Knight of 
Baha'u'llah and pioneer to Africa 
for 26 years until his death last 
August 31. 

In India, where most of his 
speaking engagements took place, 
Dr. Allen visited Baha'i com
munities in New Delhi, Lucknow, 
Chandiargh, Gwalior, Bhopal, 
Indore, Panchgani and Bombay. 
He also visited the construction site 
of the Mother Temple of the Indian 
Sub-continent where he observed 
that seven of the nine pylon foot
ings for the House of Worship had 
been completed. 

In many of his talks Dr. Allen, 
who is university professor of 
urban education at Old Dominion 
and Norfolk State universities in 
Virginia, spoke about the need for 
all of the world's educational sys
tems to recognize the interdepen
dence of all mankind and to recog
nize that as the world becomes 
more complex, people need to an
ticipate crises rather than merely 
react to them. 

Science, he told his audiences, 
needs aid and a sense of direction 

to January 23, according to a report 
from the California Central District 
No.1 Teaching Committee. 

Earlier direct teaching efforts by 
believers in that District resulted in 
approximately 150 declarations 
from early last July to mid-

Above: Dr. Dwight W. Allen, a mem
ber of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the United States, wields a pickaxe 
durillg ground breaking ceremonies for 
the Ra~matu'llah Muhajir Baha'i 
School in Indore, India. Below, Dr. 
Allen in a rare moment of relaxation 

that is supplied by an awareness of 
spiritual forces. 

He reported tremendous recep
tivity to the Baha'i Message in the 
countries he visited. For example, in 
Bangkok, Thailand, he reported 
that the public meeting sponsored 

December. 
The District has been divided 

into teaching zones, each of which 
is named for one of the recently
deceased Hands of the Cause of 
God. The teaching campaign was 
to continue until RicJvan 1981. 

with some of the friends in Gwalior, 
India. Counsellor Shirin Boman is 
seated at the far right in the second 
row. Dr. Allen proclaimed the Faith 97 
times to more than 12,000 people on his 
seven-nation trip. 

by the National Spiritual Assembly 
was attended by the largest 
number of university and United 
Nations officials ever to attend -a 
Baha'i proclamation in that coun
try. 
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Trinidad/Tobago 

"Investigate the Baha'i Faith In
dependently on Independence 
Day" was the theme of a public 
meeting last August 31 at the Baha'i 
Center in Port of Spain, Trinidad. 

Many i~vitations were distrib-

Papua New Guinea 

The approximately 40 people partici
pating in the August 26-27 National 
Youth Conference in Port Moresby, 
Papua New Guinea, gathered for this 
group photograph in front of the Sogeri 
Baha'i Institute, the site of the youth 
conference. Distinguished guests 
presen t included the Hand of the Cause 
of God H. Collis Featherstone (seated 
middle row near center) and his wife, 
Madge (middle row far right), along 
with two members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Papua and New 
Guinea and Auxiliary Board member 
Mrs. Mihrshahi. The youth organized 
the program that included a play about 
Baha'i marriage. 

Nicaragua 

One hundred-thirty people, in
cluding 55 non-Baha'is prominent 
in business and the professions, 
attended a public program last 
November 8 in Managua, Nic
aragua, that was designed to 
reach influential residents of the 
country's capital city. 

Using the theme "Baha'
u'llah-His Call to the Nations," 

Chile 
After three years of continuous 

effort the Nur School, a Baha'i pri
mary school sponsored by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Chile, 
has received official governmental 
recognition. 

The resolution signed last Sep
tember 8 by the Secretary General 
of the Ministry of Education for the 
Metropolitan Region declares 
"Colegio Nur" to be a private, co
educational institution offering 
daily, primary instruction in arts 
and sciences and basic general 
education. 
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uted prior to the meeting that was 
scheduled for the anniversary of 
the country's independence. 

The program included work
shops on liThe Oneness of Man
kind," "The Human Soul," "Life 
Eternal" and" Administration-A 
Spiritual Tool." 

Various references from the 

the proclamation meeting was held 
in the country's most prestigious 
hotel and featured talks by Conti
nental Counsellors Carmen de 
Burafato, Artemus Lamb and Paul 
Lucas. 

The program was received with 
great courtesy and apparent inter
est as the majority of the audience 
stayed an hour after the program to 
talk with individual Counsellors in 
small groups. A fireside was,held at 
a nearby home for those who 
wished to continue asking ques
tions. 

Publicity for the meeting in
cluded the distribution of 1,000 
flyers in schools, universities and 
shopping centers; the placing of 
many posters; and 550 printed invi
tations that were hand delivered to 
business and professional people, 
ministries, embassies, and gov
ernment offices, as well as news
paper and radio publicity. 

The public proclamation to a 
segment of Managua's residents 
not reached previously by other 
teaching activities fulfilled a 
three-year goal of the Baha'i com
munity. 

Writings relative to each topic were 
sought out during the lively dis
cussions. Because those present 
wished to continue research and 
discussion on these and other sub
jects, arrangements were made to 
meet each Sunday to continue the 
classes. 

Participan ts at one of the regular 
weekly youth deepening classes in Port 
Moresby, Papua New Guinea, 
gathered for· this group photograph. 
The classes, cOllducted in English, are 
held ill the home of one of the pioneers 
ill Port Moresby, and often the guest 
speakers are believers who are traveling 
through the city. 



Japan 

t ,. 

Participants at the national teaching graph. Guest speakers included Aux- and Kimiko Schwerin (holding the 
conference last November in Shizuoka, iliary Board members Dr. Ikuo Mizuko Greatest Name). 
Japan, gathered for this group photo-

Alaska 

Sixty-five people from south
eastern Alaska attended a Baha'i 
winter conference last November 
7-9 in Petersburg, Alaska. 

Speakers at the weekend 
gathering were Eugene King and 
Tod Jones, members of'the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of 
Alaska; Auxiliary Board members 
Howard Brown and Fletcher Ben
nett; and five assistants to the Aux
iliary Board. 

Subjects presented at the adult 
classes included the Covenant, 
confirmations from teaching, the 
life of Shoghi Effendi, spiritual 
parenthood, and the unity of sci
ence and religion. A panel discus
sion focused on the tireless service 
rendered by the Greatest Holy 
Leaf, Bahiyyih KMnum; Munirih 
Khanum, and other outstanding 
women in the history of the Faith. 

The conference included a 
humorous version of the Bible 
story of David and Goliath, equat
ing David to the believer with a 
dream who is ready to overcome all 
obstacles. 

Dominica 

Edrick Auguiste (left), the first Carib The BaM'i World to His Excellency 
Indian of Dominica to become a be- Aurelius Marie, Dominica's head of 
liever, presents a copy of Volume XVI of state, during a visit last August. 
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details qf birth 
family tree 
first pictures 
medical records 
physical, social, mental development 

---.. photographs ----i.. cards of welcome 

A total of 32 pages for recording your 
child's physical and spiritual growth. 

Impressionistic watercolor illustrations and carefully chosen Baha'i quotations make the 
baby book a coffee-table conversation piece and invite questions from non-Baha'i friends 
and relatives. Text I7y Deborah Christensen Illustrations by David Cunningham 

Catalog No. 7-52-53 Cloth $14.00 
Order from: Bahd'iPublishingTrust 
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A metamorphosis has occurred. 

The new child's way is soaring to greater heights 
and we invite you to a bimonthly rendezvous. 

Bring your family! 

Child's Way is a periodical for 5 to 12 year old Baha'i children. Subscription for one year $6.00, two years $11.00. 

child's way 
Baha'. Subscriber Service 
523 Greenbay Road 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 
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RABBANI 

India's growing Baha'i School at Gwalior 
sends forth a steady stream of 

deepened, competent Baha'i teachers 
under the loving guidance of 

the Universal House of Justice 

The author, who is prindpal of the Rabbani School, with his 
wife, Sherman, and daughter, Amelia, in a photo taken in 
1979. 
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By Dr. Stephen Waite 

The Rabbani School at Gwalior stands today as the 
second distinguished contribution of the Baha'i com
munity of India toward the development of full-time 
Baha'i educational institutions. The first, the New Era 
School at Panchgani, was established in 1945. Both 
schools follow in ,the footsteps of the famous Tarbiyat 
Baha'i schools in Iran. 

The Rabbani School, which reopened its doors in 
1977 after a seven-year hiatus, is being developed 
under the loving and careful guidance of the Universal 
House of Justice and the National Spiritual Assembly 
oflndia. 

Its purpose is unique.·The House of Justice stated, in 
a letter oOuly 28, 1974, that " ... the primary purpose 
for establishing the Rabbani School, beyond offering 
needed services to many Baha'i families, is to assist the 
teaching and consolidation work in India through 
training potential village teachers." 

The school's fundamental aim is thus to train a sub
stantial number of staunch and deepened Baha'i 
teachers. Toward that end, the curriculum has three 
major aspects: academic, vocational, and Baha'i. 

In the words of the Universal House of Justice, the 
students, after their years atthe school, " ... will have 
had the opportunity to achieve competence in the re
quired academic subjects and will also have partici
pated in a supervised work plan which will have 
provided real experience in valuable skills. In addi
tion, during this period they will have become imbued 
with Baha'i moral principles, will have been exposed 
to the Baha'i life of worship and service as observed in 



the school, and will have become involved in direct t. ...-.. IS, _ ... ~ , 
Baha'i teaching." 

The development of the Rabbani School was in
cluded as o~e of India's goals during the Five Year 
Plan, and its further development is a goal of the 
Seven Year Plan. 

The Rabbani School is located on the plains of 
north-central India just outside the city of Gwalior. Its 
72 acres of farm land, a large main building, and sev
eral auxiliary buildings were purchased in 1964 by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of India. The property 
had previously belonged to the Maharaja of Gwalior 
and is quite beautiful, with large trees and many date 
palms that make it a virtual oasis amidst the sur
rounding scrub forest. 

The school was established near Gwalior because 
continuous teaching efforts begun in that area in 1962 
have resulted in a large Baha'i population. Nearly 
3,100 Local Spiritual Assemblies exist in this region of 
northern Madya Pradesh State. Therefore, most stu
dents are selected from this area, although as the 
school's reputation grows, students who can study in 
the Hindi medium are beginning to come from other 
States such as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Haryana. 

Baha" environment 

The most distinctive feature of education at the Rab
bani School is that boys live for six years in a Baha'i 
environment that helps them to become members of 
"a new race of men" of high moral fibre, strength of 
character, and resourcefulness. They rise each morn
ing with Baha'i prayers, and live according to the 
Baha'i calendar of Holy Days, Feasts, the Fast, and 
other festivals and observances. 

They learn how to conduct Baha'i meetings and to 
consult properly, study Baha'i administration exten
sively, and experience first-hand its functions in mock 
Assembly meetings, on school committees, and in 
actual RiQvan elections. With their memorization of 

Harvesting grain is an important part of the Rabbani 
School's agricultural program. 

Above: The school's jeep has seen yeoman service 
since the school reopened in 1977. 

••• 

Above: Counsellor Shirin Boman (seated center) visits the 
school on a Baha'i Holy Day in 1979.' Below: The main 
school building (the 'Kothi') which was once the residence of 
the Maharaja of Gwalior. 
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Baha'i passages and prayers, as well as important ex
cerpts from other holy scriptures, they will have a 
wide range of knowledge as well as songs, literature 
and teaching albums to take to their villages. Their 
personal experience of Baha'i community life is in
valuable, and hard to match in conferences and at in
stitutes. 

As it has developed, the school has undertaken 
more Baha'i activities including teaching trips, chil
dren's classes, deepening institutes, and other confer
ences at the school. An extension services program is 
evolving that will coordinate the efforts of staff and 
students to travel for Baha'i work while offering tech
nical skills to the villages, especially the all-Baha'i vil
lages. 

For the students, the result of these areas of training 
should be to assist them to become deepened, experi
enced Baha'i teachers of good character who have suf
ficient skills at their disposal to help in the develop
ment of their villages both technically and spiritually. 

The vocational emphasis at the school derives from 
the mandate letter from the Universal House of Justice 
Ouly 28, 1974) that specifies that the school" ... will 
ultimately be strongly vocational in its atmosphere 

Papaya trees grow in abundance in the area around the 
Rabbani School. 
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and curriculum." 
This is especially appropriate in this area, since the 

school aims primarily to train village boys to return to 
their villages. The vocational curriculum includes ag
riculture, animal husbandry, poultry and fish farming, 
sanitation, village technologies, and basic building 
trades. Interested students may also be trained in 
small-scale industrial skills. These skills are taught in 
several hours of practical work per week to comple
ment the theory taught in class. For example, boys will 
take responsibility for a small plot of land, where they 
grow and harvest crops, or for a small poultry unit 
where all aspects of work are under their supervision. 

This aspect of incorporating practical training (the 
vocations) within the academic and theoretical pro
gram is being emphasized in such a way as to make 
Rabbani a self-help school; that is, it will" ... embody 
a self-help component whereby the village students 
will undertake a measure of the work of farm and 
school, such work to be planned as practical education 
in modem farming methods and skills useful in village 
development," as envisioned by the Universal House 
of Justice. 

The practical self-help aspect integrates important 
aspects of the vocational thrust of the school with 
Baha'i concepts as they relate to character formation; 
for example, creating self-reliant individuals who have 
strengths and skills to respond to the many challenges 
at hand. The self-help aspect will help provide each 
student with the resources needed for rural develop
ment, will enable a boy to earn a part of his schooling, 
as most of the students can't afford to pay for a board
ing school education, and will enable the school to 
help meet its operating costs through the sale of prod
ucts or produce. The boys also are able to bridge more 
easily the gulf between home life and school life by 
remaining involved to some extent in the practical as
pects of daily living. 

Growing pains 

The operation of the Rabbani School has not been 
continuous since its purchase by the National Spiritual 
Assembly on February 20, 1964, from Maharaja Sd
ndia of Gwalior. It wasn't until July 1967 that the Rab
bani Boarding School opened its doors to boys from 
villages in the area and from neighboring states. Each 
year thereafter the number of students increased. 

During these years the school was blessed by visits 
from four Hands of the Cause of God: Amatu'l-Baha 
Rtil:tiyyih Khanum in 1964, Enoch Olinga accom
panied by Mrs. Olinga in 1968, Dr. Adelbert 
Miihlschlegel in 1969 (accompanied by Hooshmand 
Fatheazam, a member of the Universal House of Jus
tice), and several visits by the Hand of the Cause 
Ral:tmatu'l1ah Muhajir, the last in 1978. 

By 1970 enrollment at the school had grown to ap
proximately 70 students, 16 of whom were from Tibe
tan refugee families. Regular academic activities were 



held in standards (grades) 5 through 9. From 1970 on
ward, however, the school ceased to function, and the 
boys were taken to a boarding hostel in Gwalior. They 
received academic training at other schools and moral 
training at the hostel. In 1974 the hostel was shifted to 
Indore for one year with the 12 remaining students. 

During the period from 1970-74, the National 
Spiritual Assembly supervised a subcommittee that 
studied the requirements for re-establishing the Rab
bani School and clarifying its objectives. 

Also during this time, because of the urgent need to 
find a qualified Baha'i to serve as the school's director, 
contact was made with two American believers, 
Stephen Waite and his wife, Sherman. Mr. Waite vis
ited the school in Apri11974, and he and Sherman de
cided to accept the challenge of its restoration. They 
arrived to stay in December 1975, shortly after Mr. 
Waite completed work on his doctoral thesis in educa
tion at the University of Massachusetts. 

The Waites were joined at that time by Ray Betts, a 
71-year-old pioneer from the U.S. and Belize who 
had years of experience in tropical agriculture. Mr. 
Betts spent nearly a year at the Rabbani School im
proving the soil and fruit trees, introducing compost
ing and the use of natural fertilizers and mulching. 
With great humor, he persevered through the trials of 
inspection by curious villagers, and of being hard of 
hearing, which made learning a new language quite 
difficult. Mr. Betts recently passed on to the Abha 
Kingdom. 

Before the school could reopen, there were the 
problems of obtaining electricity, plumbing, and 
adequate living space. By organizing the villagers to 
make agricultural proposals for electricity, and help
ing them to arrange for bank loans, it was pOSSible to 
obtain an electrical connection that had been sought 
unsuccessfully in that area for five years. 

In addition, a work crew came from Panchgani, site 
of the New Era Baha'i School, to help build a new 
shower and toilet facility, dining hall, gobar gas plant 

The dining hall at the Rabbani School is a combination of the 
old and the new. 

Above: Fish are harvested from the Rabbani School's fish 
pond using a very large net. Below: A class in agricultural 
theory. Instruction at the school is mostly in Hindi. 

to produce methane, and to install all the plumbing. 
Nearly 16,000 feet of the main building were re-
painted. • 

Early in 1977, I.P. Singh of Malhausi came to the 
school, and was joined in August of that year by a 
pioneer family from the United Kingdom, Feroz and 
Elizabeth Dallas and their two children. Mr. Dallas 
was named director of agriculture; Mrs. Dallas served 
as the school nurse. Mr. Dallas' knowledge of Hindi, 
revived from his childhood days in Bombay, coupled 
with his extensive" training abroad, made him uniquely 
qualified for the position as director of agriculture" 
Under his guidance, and with Mr. Singh's experience, 
a poultry farm was established, and new acreage was 
brought under cultivation. As the need for agriculture 
classes and practical training for the boys grew, they 
began to prepare the agricultural curriculum. Some 
progress in supporting the school was made by nearly 
doubling its agricultural income between 1977 and 
1979. 

The Rabbani School was reopened in July 1977 with 
47 boys at the 6th level. All students then were housed 
in the main building, together with classrooms, 
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The Rabbani School's nine-member 'Children's Assembly' 
for 1979-80. The 'Assembly' is elected annually by secret 
ballot according to Baha'i electoral procedure. The group 
elected for 1979-80 included representatives from every 
grade tit the school. 

offices, and staff rooms. In the present school year Mrs. Sitara Vasudevan, a half-time teacher who also 
(1980-81) there are 127 students in classes 6-9 with serves as vice-principal of the school. It is expected 
eight full-time teachers plus an agricultural staff and that the student body will number nearly 140 next 

Potatoes are another important agricultural crop at the Rab
bani School. 
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year. 
During the initial years of the school's operation, 

existing buildings have been modified to meet school 
needs. For further expansion, an over-all master plan 
for the school is being developed so that growth might 
take place in a more orderly fashion. Through the 
dedicated efforts of two Baha'i architects, Allen 
Washatko and Tom Kubala of the University of Illinois 
in the U.S., layout plans have been prepared and are 
being considered. 

Toward self-sufficiency 

The Universal House of Justice has indicated that 
over a period of years the school should become self
sufficient; that is, not depend on the Baha'i Funds for 
support. This is a challenging goal because the cost of 
educating students cannot be entirely recovered 
through fees, as many families have insufficient 
funds. Therefore, the parents pay only about 15 per 
cent of the cost of an education at Rabbani. 

In addition, at this time of growth and development, 
the costs of building and land develorment are high
est. However, in its two and one-hal years of opera
tion, the Rabbani School has become relatively less 
dependent on help from the National Fund. The many 
friends who have contributed to the scholarship fund 
or the building program are largely responsible for this 
progress, and the school relies heavily on the constant 
flow of donations, large or small, to help it operate. At 
a conference two years ago, an amount sufficient to 
build the needed new dormitory was pledged. 

A further step toward self-sufficiency has been 



taken through the increase in agricultural production 
and sale of produce. Dramatic progress has been made 
in reclaiming acreage-the land under cultivation has 
more than tripled in two years, yields have doubled, 
and continual progress is being made. 
The House of Justice noted this forward movement in 
a letter of June 13, 1979: "The House of Justice is very 
pleased with the progress made at the school during 
this past year and extends its wholehearted congratu
lations to the staff for its dedicated efforts. As you are 
aware, it is vital that institutions of this type become 
increasingly self-supporting, and your summary indi
cates that you are making great strides in this direc
tion." 

It should be noted, however, that in 1979-80 the 
progress toward self-sufficiency was slowed consid
erably. Two main factors were involved: First, the up
heavals in Iran and the persecution of the friends in 
that country meant that many of the Rabbani School's 
staunchest supporters no longer were able to continue 
that support; and second, the worst drought in more 
than 70 years led to a severe reduction in the school's 
agricultural productivity. 

Nevertheless, the intention is for the school to press 
forward, ever mindful that the Universal House of Jus
tice has placed great emphasis on its continual devel
opment. As its letter of April 15, 1977, points out, "The 
Universal House of Justice considers the Rabbani 
School an important aspect of the development of the 
Faith in India." 

The importance of the school can be seen in three 
main areas: first, in its great potential for placing in the 
field of service large numbers of deepened indigenous 
believers each year; second, in its helping to develop a 
substantial Baha'i community comprised of deepened, 
resourceful individuals whose energies can be tapped 
to help establish programs in the villages; and third, in 
its potential to train adult believers in the Teachings 
and in other useful skill areas . 

• 

Students at the Rabbani School enjoy a game of volleyball 
after classes. 

Already, tangible progress has been made toward 
the accomplishment of these wide-ranging goals. Stu
dents are now being trained to help in direct teaching 
and deepenings sponsored by the school, with basic 
reference materials for organizing children's classes 
and presenting talks. Although the faculty and staff 
remain few in number, a high level of interest in the 
school and its goals is present. A series of highly suc
cessful deepening institutes, sponsored by the Na
tional Teaching Committee of India and directed by 

Above: The Hand of the Cause of God Amatu'l-Bahti 
RuJ:ziyyih Khtinum speaks to students during a visit !o the 
Rabbani School. Counsellor Shirin Boman translates into 
Hindi. Below: A tractor helps prepare more land at the school 
for cultivation. 
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Students and faculty at the Rabbani School are shown in reopened in 1977 after having been closed for seven years. 
front of the school before its opening in 1979-80. Rabbani 

Feroz Dallas, who served as agricultural director at the 
Rabbani School for 2112 years, with his wife, Elizabeth, and 
their children, Galall and Susie. 
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Mrs. Sherman Wgite, has been held at the school. 
Presently, the needs and interests of a studenC 

population of 127 are being served, while various 
communities are being served indirectly. Parents of 
the students are now in contact with the school, and a 
careful nurturing of this potential relationship has 
been undertaken. Further, various communities are 
being taught and consolidated through a teaching 
program that is being carried out by the students 
themselves. This level of activity and service however, 
represents insufficient utilization of the potential of a 
stable Baha'i institution in the middle of a large area in 
need of consolidation. Therefore, plans are being 
made tb expand the role of the Rabbani School in four 
areas: 

1. The over-all program for boys at the school. 
2. A new program entailing much greater parent 

involvement and participation, and involving their 
communities as well. 

3. A development program specifically for Baha'i 
villages as a whole, where within a long-term relation
ship the village will receive Baha'i deepening, the As
sembly will be given specific training, and the village 
economy will be assisted to become more stable, with 
its agricultural base diversified and expanded, small
scale industries added, alternative energies intro
duced, and educational facilities improved (all of these 
areas will be dealt with through extension of the re
sources of the school into the villages, and will involve 
a comprehensive set of goals for village development). 

4. The addition of various social services such as a 
health care center for primary health maintenance, 
emphasizing maternal and child preventive health 
measures, and a center for adult literacy training. 

_I 



Expansion into each of these areas of service will re
quire considerable time, careful planning, the dedi
cated eforts of many experts in various fields, and the 
accumulation and proper channeling of financial re
sources. 

Under the guidance of the Universal House of Jus
tice and the National Spiritual Assembly of India, the 
Rabbani School promises to perform a unique and val
uable function, not only for India's Baha'i community, 
but as a model for similar institutions that will develop 
elsewhere in the years to come. Such educational in
stitutions represent an exciting new threshold for the 
Baha'i community in its continuing effort to serve the 
needs of all humanity. 

Above: A scale model of the proposed new dormitory court
yard at the Rabbani School indicating a platform between 
the student rooms and staff house where everyone can gather 
to socialize, seek advice, or maintain a feeling of security 
through contact with their surrogate parents. Right: An 
individual dormitory cluster that will house 48 to 72 stu
dents. The staff home is on the left, classroom and pedestrian 
street to the right. Each courtyard will include trees for shade 
and a fountain for drinking and washing. 

Above: The late Ray Betts, the Rabbani School's first ag
ricultural director. Below: An eighth-grade class conducted 
by Mrs. Waite studies the words of the Bab. 
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Around the world 
Central African Republic 

Three Local Spiritual Assemblies 
were formed, 10 locations were 
opened to the Faith, and 72 resi
dents of the Central African Re
public became Baha'is as the result 
of a three-week teaching trip last 
October by a group of eight believ
ers. 

The team members included 

Pakistan 

United Nations Human Rights 
Day was observed by Baha'is in all 
of the major centers of Pakistan. 

A well-attended public meeting 
last December 10 in Karachi was 
planned to make people aware of 
the need and importance of human 
rights and to proclaim the Faith. 

UN Representative Safdar Barlas 
congratulated the Baha'i commu
nity on having arranged the meet
ing. He explained the UN Charter 
of Human Rights and described 
duties of the Commission for Pre
vention of Discrimination and Pro
tection of Minorities. 

More than 60 people from var
ious areas of Punjab attended the 
Human Rights Qay program last 
December 12 at the Lord Hotel in 
Lahore, Pakistan. Reports of this 
Baha'i-sponsored meeting were 
published in the Pakistan Times and 
in Emroz. 

Believers in Gujrat, Chakwal, 
Murree, Rawalpindi and Abbot
tabad also arranged Human Rights 
Day meetings that were attended 
by large numbers of people. 

Elimination of prejudice was the 
topic of a well-attended public 
meeting of a well-attended public 
meeting last November 28 in 
Karachi, Pakistan, that was spon
sored by the Baha'i Teaching 
Committee of Karachi. 

Speakers included Romin 
Habibi, a Baha'i; Professor Iyyar of 
the Superior Science College in 
Karachi, and John Elia, a well
known literary personality and 
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Canadians, Iranians and Central 
Africans. Dividing themselves into 
groups of two or three, each team 
spent a few days in each village. 
The traveling teachers visited a 
total of 25 localities in the Central 
African Republic. 

In the majority of villages they 
visited, the teachers were warmly 
received. The head of the village, 
the villagers or the local friends of
fered hospitality. 

co-editor of Aalillli Digest. 
Afterward, Baha'is mingled with 

guests for information discussions 

A part of the audience at the Baha'i
sponsored observance of UN Human 
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Speakers at a public meeting last 
November 28 in Karachi, Pakistan, 
spollsored by the Baha'i Teaching 
Committee of Karachi were (left to 
rigll t) Riaz All iliad Sh irazi, Balui'i 

The villagers, most of whom are 
illiterate, asked for Baha'is to live in 
their villages to deepen them in the 
Faith. 

Approximately 150 students at a 
school where an Iranian pioneer is 
on the faculty attended a special 
proclamation meeting and asked 
questions about the Faith for more 
than an hour. Some teachers also 
attended the meeting and they, 
too, posed questions. 

about the Faith and its principles 
concerning the elimination of prej
udices. 

Rights Day last December 10 in 
Karachi, Pakistan. 

chairman of the public meeting; John 
Elia, a well-known literary personal
ity, and (at the podium) Professor 
Iyyar, a faculty member at the Superior 
Science College in Karachi. 



Finland 

Continental Counsellor Hartmut School in Joensuu, Finland. Also par- sembly of Finland and the Auxiliary 
Grossmann was among the partici- ticipating in the four-day session were Board. 
pants at the Finnish Baha'i Winter members of the National Spiritual As-

Laos 
The first in a series of four 

deepening institutes planned for 
this year was held January 24-25 at 
the National I:fa~iratu'l-Quds in 
Vientiane, Laos. 

Eight of the nine members of 
Vientiane's Baha'i Children's and 
Youth Committee participated 
along with two visiting teachers 
from the Paksane area of Laos. 

One purpose of the two-day 
meeting was to consult on ways of 
improving the quality of Baha'i 
education for children. With this 
goal in mind the committee 
adopted lesson plans ~ncorporating 
a number of visual aids developed 
by the National Spiritual Assembly 
of India. 

Deepening sessions at the insti
tute focused on Baha'i history and 
administration as well as the im
portance of consultation. 

The institute closed with an 
evening of social activities attended 
by Baha'i and non-Baha'i parents 
along with some members of the 
Spiritual Assembly of Vientiane. 
All of the parents expressed their 
appreciation for the Sunday chil
dren's classes. Non-Baha'i parents 
made suggestions on how to in
crease the attendance of non
Baha'i children at the classes. 

~ 

'Living the Baha'i Life' was the focus of 
a teaching conference last November in 
Tornio, Finland. A special guest at this 

weekend gathering was Auxiliary 
Board member Maija Pihlainen. 

Ecuador 

;. 

Maria Perugachi, a member of the Na
·tional Spiritual Assembly of Ecuador 
(left), is introduced to an audience of 
5,000 last September at 'Yamor,' 
Otavalo, Ecuador's most important 
folk festival, as 'Miss Maria Perugachi 
of Radio Baha'i.' Her introduction re
flects the increasing prestige of Radio 
Baha'i and its identification with 
Quechuan culture and its preseroation. 
Miss Perugachi was invited to seroe as 
mistress of ceremonies in the selection 
of the queen of the Quechua-speakers' 
festival. 
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Bermuda 

Continental Counsellor Sarah 
M. Pereira, accompanied by Aux
iliary Board member Adrienne 
Reeves and Dr. Reeves' husband, 
William, paid a visit to the Baha'i 
community of Bermuda last 
November 20-23. 

Dr. Pereira was the featured 
speaker at an Auxiliary Board Team 
Conference held at the Baha'i Cen
ter in Hamilton that was planned in 
cooperation with the Baha'i 
Teaching Committee of Bermuda. 

Counsellor Pereira was inter
viewed on Bermuda television and 
radio during her visit. In addition, 
she was the honored guest at an in
formal reception and fireside that 
was attended by several prominent 
non-Baha'is and reported on two 
newscasts the following day. 

Drs. Pereira and Reeves were in
vited to the Governmen t House 
where they had a 45-minute visit 
with the governor's wife, Lady 
Ramsbotham. 

While they were in Bermuda the 
Teaching Commitee announced 
the pending formation of another 
Spiritual Assembly. The Spiritual 
Assembly of Warwick Parish was 
formed on November 25, bringing 
to six the number of Assemblies in 
Bermuda. 

Other Baha'i visitors to Bermuda 
last November inCluded Dr. Hamil
ton Niss of Indianapolis, Indiana, 
and three believers who together 
came to dedicate 10 days of teach
ing to the memory of the seven 
martyrs of Yazd, Iran-Auxiliary 
Board member Hormoz Bastani 
and Vahid Hedayati from Texas, 
and Sheri Dressler from Florida. 

Canada 
An estimated two million Cana

dians watched a television pro
gram broadcast last October 26 that 
included a testimony to the valor 
and sacrifice being made by Baha'is 
in Iran. 

The Canadian Television Net
work's public affairs program 
"Iran's Secret Pogrom" made a 
powerful indictment against the 
enemies of the Faith in Iran. A 
videotape of the program was sent 
to the World Centre. 
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Auxiliary Board member Adrienne 
Reeves (left) and Continental Coun
sellor Sarah Pereira (right) pause in the 
gardens of Bermuda's Governmen t 
House during their 45-minute visit 

Believers attelldillg the Auxiliary 
Board Team Conference last November 
23 at the Baha'i Center in Hamilton, 
Bermuda, gathered all the steps of the 
Balui'i Cellter following the conferCllce 
that was sponsored by visitillg Conti
/lell tal Counsellor Sarah Pereira al1d 
Auxiliary Board member Adrienne 
Reeves. 

with Lady Ramsbotham, the gover
nor's wife. Drs. Pereira and Reeves 
were invited to Government House 
during their November 20-23 visit to 
Bermuda. 

Travelillg teachers (left to right) Vahid 
Hedayati, Sheri Dressler and Auxil
iary Board member Hormoz Bastani 
prepare to leave the Baha'i Center in 
Hamilton, Bermuda, during their 10-
day teaching effort last November that 
was dedicated to the memory of the 
seve/l martyrs of Yazd, Iran. 



Ghana 

Thirty-three Spiritual Assem
blies were formed as a result of 
a teaching project last July 9-
October 20 in the Upper Region of 
Ghana. 

Thirteen chiefs and one 

Japan 

Fiji Islands 

The Baha'i InternC\tional Com
munity was represented last Octo
ber 30-November 3 at the sub
regional meeting for Pacific 
Women in Suva, Fiji Islands, spon
sored by the World Conference of 
the United Nations Decade for 
Women. 

The Baha'i speaker, Irene 
Williams, presented a paper high
lighting the role of women in the 
worldwide Baha'i community and 
its administrative bodies. She 
pointed out that Baha'i women 
have been elected to serve on 12 
national-level bodies in Melanesia, 
Polynesia and Micronesia. 

Mrs. Williams spoke of the in
creasing cooperation within Baha'i 
communities between women 
from urban areas and villages as 
well as of the aspirations of the 
Baha'i community in the education 
of women. 

paramount chief became Baha'is 
during the "Entry by Troops" pro
ject that was dedicated to the Hands 
of the Cause of God Enoch Olinga 
and Ra}:lmatu'llah Muhajir and 
sponsored by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Ghana with 
the support of the Continental 
Board of Counsellors. 

EI Salvador 

Approximately 250 people from 
EI Salvador, Costa Rica and 
Guatemala attended a Baha'i 
summer school last December 30-
January 4 at the Poli-technical In~ti
tute of Central America in Santa 
Tecla, El Salvador. 

Ten people declared their belief 
in Baha'u'llah during the session 
that featured members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, assis
tants to the Auxiliary Board, and 
members of the National Teaching 
Committee. 

Classes focused on a wide range 
of subjects including the Seven 
Year Plan, the Station of the Cen
tral Figures of the Faith, Baha'i 
engagement and marriage, Baha'i 
elections, and child education. 

The five-day program included 
children's classes, a talent show 
and recreational activities. 

Deepening institutes for newly
formed Assemblies and a Baha'i 
wedding of two believers from 
Sirigu in the Upper Region high
lighted the consolidation phase of 
the project. The Baha'i wedding 
was the first ever held for indi
genous believers in that region. 

Three members of the japanese Baha'i 
community met last November 20 with 
the president of japan Women's Uni
versity as part of the National Spiritual 
Assembly's current efforts to proclaim 
the Faith to those prominent in 
japanese society. Daryoush Yazdani 
and his wife (standing) along with Bar
bara Sims of Tokyo (seated at left) vis
ited japan Women's University 
President Dr. Kimiyo Michi (seated in 
center) and Professor Rikutaro Fukuta, 
a faculty member at the university who 
is a well-known author and poet. The 
university's archives includes a 
notebook from its founder in which 
'Abdu 'I-Baha wrote a prayer when they 
met in Londoll in 1912. 

Participants at a Baha'i summer school 
last December 30-January 4 in Santa 
Tecla, EI Salvador, pause for lunch 
between classes that covered a variety of 
topics. Approximately 250 people from 
EI Salvador, Guatemala and Costa Rica 
attended. Ten people accepted the Faith 
durillg the sUlI/mer school. 
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Trinidad/Tobago . ' 
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if .. 
The 55 participants at Trinidad and 
Tobago's annual Baha'i Youth Camp 
last December 13-16 gathered for this 
group photograph. The camp, spon-

More than 120 children from 18 
localities in Trinidad and Tobago, 
along with 30 adults and six youth, 
attended the National Baha'i Chil
dren's Conference last November 
23 at the Baha'i Center in Palmyra 
Village, Trinidad. The attendance 
was the largest in the history of the 
annual event. 

Groups of children accompanied 
by their instructors each presented 
a IS-minute program. Presenta
tions included songs, some of 
which were composed for the con
ference; poems; chanted excerpts 
from the Writings, and stories 
about outstanding believers. 

Baha'i children from Mt. Grace, 
Tobago, presented a dance that 
portrayed some aspects of love and 
unity. The children of Febeau Vil
lage, Trinidad, presented a skit that 
demonstrated how prejudice can 
be overcome, while children from 
Port of Spain, Trinidad, presented 
the story of Badi' followed by a pre
sentation on the Baha'i ringstone 
symbol. 

At the conclusion of the confer
ence, the children enjoyed re
freshments and a social period. 
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sored by the National Youth Commit
tee, included classes on Baha'i history, 
teaching, prayer, and the role of Baha'i 

A group of traveling teac~ers par
ticipating in the month of teaching ac
tivities in Trinidad and Tobago last De
cember IS-January 18 gathered with 

Approximately 70 believers at
tended a national teaching confer
ence sponsored by the Continental 
Board of Counsellors for t·he 
Americas January 31-February 1 at 
the Palmyra District I:Ia~iratu'l
Quds in southern Trinidad. 

Speakers included Counsellor 
Donald Witzel who stressed the 
urgency for teaching, especially at 
this point in history. He referred to 
the various stages of the Faith's de
velopment as outlined by Shoghi 
Effendi. 

A member of the National As-

rAP, 
, . 

,c, . 

~ 
...-~ 

youth. Two new localities were opened 
during village teaching near the camp 
site. 

their children for this group photo
graph in Valencia Village, East 
Tri1lidad. 

sembly of Trinidad and Tobago re
lated recent developments in Iran 
and the continuing persecution of 
believers in that country. 

Other presentations focused on 
Spiritual Assemblies, the Fund, 
Baha'i Centers and youth activities. 

Participants spread through the 
countryside in teaching teams 
during the weekend conference. 
Later, they gathered to discuss 
their teaching experiences. In one 
village a Spiritual Assembly was 
elected during an afternoon of 
team teaching. 



United Kingdom 

A special offer on the new book, 
The Unfolding Destiny: The Messages 
From the Guardian of the Baha'i Faith 
to the Baha'i Community of the British 
Isles, is being made to Baha'is who 
were registered in the British Isles 
during the lifetime of Shoghi Ef
fendi. 

Those believers who were mem
bers of the Faith in the British Isles 

Norway 

Participants at a Lapland Baha'i Con
ference last fall in Tromso, Norway, 
gathered for this group photograph 
outside the conference site. Among 
those present was Auxiliary Board 
member Pauline Rafat of Norway. Be
lievers traveled to the conference from 
the northern areas of Norway, Sweden 
and Finland. 

Argentina 

Continental Counsellor Athos Costas 
(second from left in back row) and 30 
believers including three members of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Argentina gathered for this photo-

at that time may obtain one copy of 
this remarkable 552-page book for 
only £10 NET, postage free, home 
or abroad. It ordinarily sells for £ 18. 

In addition to the messages to 
the Baha'i community and to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United Kingdom, The Unfolding Des
tiny includes important letters to 
Local Spiritual Assemblies and ex
cerpts from letters to individual 
members of the British Baha'i 

graph during a farewell party for Mr. 
Costas in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
Counsellor Costas and his family were 
about to leave Argentina for a pioneer
ing post in Bolivia. 

community. There is also a section 
giving appropriate biographical 
notes. 

The book includes a foreword by 
the late Hand of the Cause of God 
Hasan M. Balytizi and a preface by 
David Hofman, a member of the 
Universal House of Justice. 

All orders for the book should be 
sent to the Baha'i Publishing Trust, 
2 South St., Oakham, Leics LEIS 
6HY, England. 

More than 50 people attended a 
two-day Women's Conference last 
September at the Baha'i Center in 
Georgetown, Guyana. 

The conference was opened by 
Marijke Van Lith, an Auxiliary 
Board member from Surinam, 
whose tQPic was "The History of 
Women's Role in Religion." 

The conference program in
cluded a workshop during which 
women shared their views on the 
Writings of 'Abdu'l-Baha on the 
role of women . 
. Other topics presented were skin 

problems of the tropics, cleanli
ness, physiotherapy, and the Chil
dren's Rehabilitation Center. 

A skit performed during the con
ference suggested ways to arrange 
household finances to allow for 
maximum contributions to the 
Baha'i Funds. 
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Hawaii 

Trumpeter Dizzy Gillespie (left), who 
is a Baha'i, and alto saxophonist Gabe 
Baltazar, a former member of the Stan 
Kenton orchestra, perform for an audi
ence of more than 150 last February 7 at 
the Honolulu Baha'i Center during a 
special program arranged while Mr. 
Gillespie was visiting Hawaii fora con
cert appearance. 

India 

Varqa, a children's magazine that 
was published for eight years in 
Iran, is now being produced on a 
bi-monthly basis in India in three 
languages: Persian, English and 
Hindi. 

The republication of the 
magazine is dedicated to the mem
ory of the Hand of the Cause of 
God Abu'l-Qasim Faizi who loved 
children and did much to encour
age their Baha'i education. 

The yearly subscription price for 
Varqa is $12 (U .s.) for air mail and 
$8 (U.s.) for surface mail. 

Checks should be made payable 
to the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of India (alc Varqa). 
Please send to Sa}:lba, P.O. Box 19, 
New Delhi 11001, India. 
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More than 150 people including 
many non-Baha'is attended a 
musical proclamation February 7 at 
the Baha'i Center in Honolulu that 
featured trumpeter John Birks 
"Dizzy" Gillespie and other 
musidans, Baha'i and non-Baha'i. 

Auxiliary Board member Michael 
Woodward, a noted Honolulu en
tertainer, served as master of cere
monies for the qUickly-arranged 
presenta tion. 

Mr. Gillespie, a Baha'i who is 
one of the world's best known jazz 

Four members of the Baha'i community 
of Koolaupoko in Honolulu County are 
present as Eileen Anderson, Hon
olulu's recently-elected mayor, pro
claims January 18 as World Religion 
Day. Prior to the proclamation sign
ing, the believers offered the mayor 
brief descriptions of the Faith and 

Ten-year-old Jennifer Morrison 
of Kauai, Hawaii, joined her father, 
Gary Morrison, a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of 
Hawaii, in a series of teaching 
events last October 10-13 on the 
Big Island. 

Crowds of children turned out to 
see two slide presentations of Israel 
and the Baha'i Holy Places by Jen
nifer, who had recently returned 
from a Baha'i pilgrimage with her 
grandmother, Mrs. Corale Borges. 

musidans, composed a song enti
tled "Side By Side" espedally for 
the occasion. 

Entertainment also included a 
perfonnance by the_Hawaii Baha'i 
Chorus. 

A presentation of the Faith by 
Craig Quick and Elizabeth Haber
mann, members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Ha
waiian Islands, following the 
music resulted in some declara
tions and expressions of interest in 
the Faith by several other persons. 

World Religion . Mayor Anderson 
praised the Bahtfis for their high ideals 
and for their sense of world unity. 
Those present for the proclamation 
signJng are (left to righ t) Florence 
Csigi, Susan Frietas, Mayor Ander
son, Dr. Larry Beers, and Ann Dus
seault. 

Young Jennifer also showed her 
scrapbook and collection of dolls 
from the various countries she had 
visited. 

Twenty children attended her 
first presentation, while 15 chil
dren and 11 adults were present at 
the second, held at the Kamuela 
public library. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Morrison was 
speaking at firesides in North 
Kona, Kamuela, and the Baha'i 
Center in Puna. 



Kenya 
A unit on the Baha'i Faith has 

been introduced into a course in 
the Department of Philosophy and 
Religious Studies at Kenyatta Uni
versity College in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Barbados/Windward Is. 

Meherangiz Munsiff (right> presents 
Maurice Bishop, the prime minister of 
Grenada, with a copy of Volume XVI of 
The Baha'i World on behalf of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Bar
bados and the Windward Islands. Mrs. 
MUllsiff visited the prime millister last 
November 11 durillg a tour of Carib
beall islalld Itatiolls. 

Zimbabwe 
Several teachers and students at 

the Sodbury School near Salisbury, 
Zimbabwe, became Baha'is during 
a proclamation effort at the school 
last October 4-5. 

The school's headmaster, who is 
a Baha'i, invited believers in Salis
bury to participate in a weekend 
sports festival that included par
ticipation by 16 schools from 
throughout the country. 

The Baha'is conducted a morn
ing prayer session during which 
Baha'i Writings on peace, justice 
and unity were read. This was fol
lowed by talks in English and the 
Shona language. 

An evening program during the 
sports festival included a showing 
of the movie "Step By Step" _ that 
describes Baha'i activities in Cen
tral America. Baha'i pamphlets 
were distributed during another 
presentation to the Association of 
Teachers. 

Many of the other schools par
ticipating in the festival invited the 
believers to visit their schools and 
present talks about the Faith. 

The 140 students enrolled in the 
class are training to be teachers of 
religious education in secondary 
schools. They will receive seven 
lecture hours and two to three tutor
ial hours which, according to the 
course prospectus, will involve 

Upper Volta 
More than 100 Baha'is from 

Ghana, Ivory Coast, Benin, Mali, 
Nigeria, Niger and Upper Volta 
attended an inter-regional confer
ence last September 4-7 in 
Ouagadougou, Upper Volta. 

Speakers included Counsellors 
Thelma Khelghati, who discussed 
the Local Spiritual Assembly, and 
Zekrollah Kazemi, whose topic 
was "The Destiny of Africa." 

Other presentations were made 
on the life and Station of 
Baha'u'llah, the Universal House 
of Justice, the Seven Year Plan, 

Thailand 

• 

reading and research in most of the 
major works on the Faith published 
in English. 

The course's unit on the Faith is 
taught by Professor H. T.D. Rost, 
an American who has been 
pioneering in Africa since 1970. 

teaching, Baha'i child education, 
Baha'i life, and the new World 
Order. 

Two public meetings were held 
on the final day of the conference. 
Kiser Barnes, a believer who is a 
professor of law at the University of 
He, Nigeria, spoke about" A Uni
versal Concept of Justice" to an 
audience at the Inter-State School 
for Engineers. 

The second public meeting was 
conducted in a heavily-populated 
area of Ouagadougou in the More 
language with singing by believers 
from Ghana and Upper Volta 
animating the program. 

Two Baha'i youth entertain partici- was attended by more than 60 believers 
pants at the January 17 regional confer- from six areas of northern Thailand. 
ence in Chiang Mai, Thailand, that 

More than 60 believers from six 
areas of northern Thailand at
tended a locally sponsored regional 
conference January 17 in Chiang 
Mai, Thailand. 

Participants memorized the 
short Obligatory Prayer and par
ticipated in a variety of workshop 
sessions. Topics included Baha'i 
elections, Nineteen Day Feast ob
servance, children's classes, and 
daily prayer, as well as the impor
tance of teaching and regular 
deepening. 

A Baha'i couple visiting Thailand 
from Belgium and another couple 
from Bangkok were present. 

After the conference many par
ticipants told their fellow villagers, 
Baha'i and non-Baha'i, about their 
experiences at the conference and 
answered their many questions 
about the day-long gathering. 
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how unity is achieve~. 

The warm illustrations. half in color. half in black and white, add layers of ,. 
meaning and hours of enjoyment to the story. The author's wit and 
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delighting not only children but the young of every age. Can you find the 
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SORROWFUL NEWS JUST RECEIVED TWO BELIEVERS FROM ABADIH IMPRISONED 
SHIRAZ WERE EXECUTED MONDAY NIGHT 16 MARCH BY GOVERNMENT FIRING SQUAD 
SHIRAZ CHARGE LIST INCLUDES USUAL FALSE IMPUTATIONS LEVELED AGAINST DE
FENSELESS BELIEVERS. NAMES THESE TWO VALIANT FRIENDS MIHDI ANVARI AND 
HIDAYATULLAH DIHQANI ADDED LIST OTHER SELFLESS MARTYRS WHO WITH THEIR 
BLOOD HAVE TESTIRED TRUTH GOD'S GLORIOUS REVELATION. OMINOUS SIGNS VISI
BLE FURTHER AGGRAVATION PERILOUS SITUATION FACING BELEAGUERED PERSIAN 
COMMUNITY. URGE YOU CONTINUE YOUR EFFORTS USE NEWS THIS RECENT TRAGEDY 
AS YOU DEEM ADVISABLE IN SUPPORT CURRENT PROCLAMATION ACTIVITIES AND IN 
PURSUIT CONTACTS WITH AUTHORITIES YOUR COUNTRY. PRAYING SHRINES EARLY 
ALLEVIATION SUFFERINGS OUR OPPRESSED PERSIAN BRETHREN. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
MARCH 17, 1981 
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RIDVAN 
• 

The Universal House of Justice scrutinizes 
the crises and victories of the opening phase 
of the Seven Year plan, and looks confidently 
toward future triumphs for the Cause of God 

To the Baha'is of the World 

Dearly-loved Friends, 
The successes of the initial phase of the Seven Year 

Plan are heartening evidence of the Divine care with 
which the growth of the Cause of God is so lovingly 
invigorated and sheltered. This still infant Cause, 
harassed and buffete4 over these two years by relent
less enemies, experiencing in swift succession a 
number of sharply contrasting crises and victories, 
surrounded by the increasing tunnoil of a disinteg
rating world, has raised its banner, reinforced its 
foundations, and eX,tended the range of its adminis
trative institutions. 

The resurgence of bitter and barbaric persecution of 
the Faith in the land of its birth, the passing to the 
Abha Kingdom of five Hands of the Cause of God, the 
darkening of the horizons of the world as the sombre 
shadows of universal convulsions and chaos extin
guish the lights of justice and order, are among the 
factors which have chiefly affected the conditions and 
fortunes of the worldwide anny of God. 

The Baha'i community in the Cradle of the Faith, 
having witnessed the destruction of its holiest Shrine, 
the sequestration of its Holy Places, confiscation of its 
endowments and even personal properties, the mar
tyrdom of many of its adherents, the imprisonment 
and holding without trial or news of the members of its 
National Spiritual Assembly and other leading figures 
of its community, the deprivation of the means of 
livelihood, vilification and slander of its cherished 
tenets, has stood staunch as the Dawn-breakers of old 
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and emerged spiritually united and steadfast, the 
pride and inspiration of the entire Baha'i world. In all 
continents of the globe, their example and hapless 
plight has led the friends to proclaim the Name of 
Baha'u'llah as never before, personally, locally, and 
through all the media of mass communication. The 
Baha'i world community, acting through its represen
tatives at the United Nations and through its National 
Spiritual Assemblies, has brought to the attention of 
governmel1ts and world leaders in many spheres the 
tenets and character of the Faith of God. The world's 
parliaments, its federal councils, its humanitarian 
agencies have considered the Baha'i Cause and in 
many instances have extended their support and ex
pressed their sympathy. 

In the midst of this time- and energy-consuming 
activity on behalf of our beloved Persian brethren, the 
community of ~e Most Great Name, far from lessen
ing its pursuit of the objectives of the initial phase of 
the Seven Year Plan, has promoted them with in
creasing vigour. Added to the burning desire of the 
friends everywhere to show their love for their breth
ren in Persia by teaching the Cause with redoubled 
fervour, has been the further inspiration to teach de
rived from the loss of the beloved Hands of the Cause, 
an inspiration which has been fostered by the travels 
of those dear Hands still able to extend this loving 
service to the believers. 

The broadening, during this opening phase of the 
Seven Year Plan, of the foundations of the Boards of 

i· 
! 



Counsellors and the consolidation of the thirteen 
zonal Boards to five continental ones have greatly rein
forced this vital institution of the Faith. It has been 
further deveJoped by the setting of a specified term of 
office for Continental Counsellors, as was envisaged 
in the original appointments. 

Progress on the Seat of the Universal House of Jus
tice and on the Temples of India and Samoa has con
tinued. Six new National Spiritual Assemblies will be 
formed this Riqvcin: two in Africa, that of South West 
Africa/Namibia with its seat in Windhoek and that of 
Bophuthatswana with its seat in Mmabatho; three in 
the Americas, Bermuda with its seat in Hamilton, the 
Leeward Islands with its seat in St. John's, Antigua, 
and the Windward Islands with its seat in Kingstown, 
St. Vincent; one in the Pacific, namely that of Tuvalu 
with its seat in Funafuti; and the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Uganda will be reconstituted. To those to 
be formed during the remainder of the Seven Year 
Plan, the following have been added: two in Africa, 
Equatorial Guinea with its seat in Malabo, Somalia 
with its seat in Mogadishu, and one in Asia, that of the 
Andaman .and Nicobar Islands with its seat in Port 
Blair. 

Increases in the total number of Local Spiritual As
semblies and localities have been registered during the 
opening phase, and Baha'i communities in all parts of 
the world have demonstrated greater unity and 
maturity in their collective activities. 

The second phase of the Seven Year Plan, now 
opening, will last for three years and will be followed 
by the final phase of two years, ending at Riqvan 1986. 
The 25th anniversary of the passing of our beloved 
Guardian will occur during the second year of the 
second phase of the Plan and that same year will also 
witness the 50th anniversary of the passing of the 
Greatest Holy Leaf. The House of Justice plans to issue 
a compilation of letters to her and of statements about 
her by Baha'u'IIah, 'Abdu'l-Baha, and the beloved 
Guardian, and of her own letters. 

All National Spiritual Assemblies have been sent the 
goals assigned to their communities for the second 
phase, for the prosecution of which the Baha'i world 
community now stands poised and ready. Among the 
major developments envisioned during this phase are: 

• Occupation by the Universal House of Justice of its 
permanent Seat on the slopes of Mount Carmel above 
the Arc; 

• Completion of the Temple in Samoa and contin
ued progress on the work of the Temple in India; 

• Further development of the functions of the Inter
national Teaching Centre and the Boards of Counsel
lors, with special reference to the promotion of the 
spiritual, intellectual, and social life of the Baha'i 
community; 

• The holding, during the first nine months of 1982, 
of five international conferences, in Lagos, Nigeria; 
Montreal, Canada; Quito, Ecuador; Dublin, Ireland; 
and Manila, the Philippines, this last one taking place 

at the mid-point of an axis, referred to by the beloved 
Guardian, whose poles are Japan and Australia; 

• Prepara tion of architect's plans for the first depen
dency of the European Mashriqu'l-Adhkar, namely, a 
Home for the Aged, and an increase in the number of 
national and local l:Ia~iratu'I-Quds; the latter, which 
will be particularly in rural areas, are to be acquired or 
built through the efforts of the local friends; 

• Acquisition of six new Temple sites, five in Africa 
and one in Australasia; and of five new national 
endowments, four in Africa and one in the Americas; 

• Formation of two Publishing Trusts, one in the 
Ivory Coast and one in Nigeria; 

• A great increase in the production of Baha'i litera
ture in an increasing number of languages, the ulti
mate aim being to enable every believer to have some 
portion of the Sacred Text available in his native 
tongue; 

• Completion of three more radio stations in South 
America; 

• Great attention to the development and consolida
tion of Local Spiritual Assemblies throughout the 
world; 

• Development of Baha'i community life with spe
cial attention to the Baha'i education of children and 
the spiritual enrichment of communities; 

• The settlement of 279 pioneers in 80 countries 
during the first year of the second phase. 

Liberal and increased contributions to the various 
Funds of the Faith will be essential if the above
mentioned tasks are to be successfully pursued. Fur
thermore, the now observable emergence from 
obscurity of our beloved Faith will impose the neces
sity of new undertakings involving large calls on the 
Funds. The growing awareness of the friends 
throughout the world in the past few years that the 
Funds of the Faith are indeed the life-blood of its 
activities is a heartening augury for the future. We are 
confident that this awareness will increase, that more 
National Spiritual Assemblies will make great strides 
towards financial independence, that national 
budgets will be met, and the Baha'i International Fund 
will receive an ever-increasing outpouring of contribu
tions enabling that Fund to keep pace with the ever
increasing international needs of the Faith. 

Beloved friends, the world moves deeper into the 
heart of darkness as its old order is rolled up. Pursuing 
our objectives with confidence, optimism, and an un
shakeable resolve, we must never forget that our 
service is a spiritual one. Mankind is dying for lack of 
true religion and this is what we have to offer to hu
manity. It is the love of God, manifest in the appear
ance of Baha'u'llah, which will feed the hungry souls 
of the world and eventually lead the peoples out of the 
present morass into the orderly, uplifting, and soul
inspiring task of establishing God's Kingdom on 
earth. 

The Universal House of Justice 
March 1981 
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Successful proclamation and 
teaching events were planned and 
carried out in Panama, Costa Rica, 
Nicaragua, Belize, Honduras and 
EI Salvador during a recent visit to 
those Central American countries 
by the Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'l-Baha Rul'liyyih Khanum. 

Accompanied by Counsellors 
Ruth Pringle and Lauretta King, 
the Hand of the Cause began her 
travels following a January meeting 
of the Continental Board of Coun
sellors for the Americas in Panama 
at which she represented the Uni
versal House of Justice. 

In the Cuna Indian community 
of San Blas, Panama, more than 
3,000 villagers saw' the film "The 
Green Light Expedition" and 
heard Amatu'l-Baha Rupiyyih 
Khanum speak. She also visited 
the town of Chiriqui. 

The Hand of the Cause spoke to 
more than 900 people at Panama's 
Muhajir Institute. The audience, 
which included members of 24 
Guaymi Indian communities, was 
in terms of size second only to the 
dedication of the Mashriqu'l
Adhkar in Panama. 
Rupiyyih Khanum met with 

members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Panama, many of the 
friends and the public. She 
attended two Sunday services at 
the Panama Temple. Later, she ca
bled to the World Centre: " ... all 
contributed memorable visit 
much-loved country." 

The Hand of the Cause spent 
four days in EI Salvador where she 
spoke three times at the San Sal-
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AMATU'L-BAHA 
The Hand of the Cause of God 
Ru~iyyih KhAnum is warmly welcomed 
in six Central American countries 

vador International School to a 
combined audience of 270 people. 
A number of Baha'i books were 
sold at these proclamation meet
ings. 

In Costa Rica she was cordially 
received by His Excellency 
President Rodrigo Carazo Odio. 
She met with one of his advisers 
and spent nearly an hour with the 
president's wife. 

The Hand of the Cause partici
pated in a weekend conference for 
believers, spoke at a large public 
meeting and a unity feast, and 
made a trip by air to Talamanca 
where she met the Indian residents 
and visited local believers and 
pioneers. 

She arrived in Managua, 
Nicaragua, January 22 for a 
week-long visit, and was greeted at 
the airport by seven membe!'s of 
the National Spiritual Assembly 
and by Auxiliary Board members 
Edith McLaren and Carlos Manza
nares. 

The following day she was inter
viewed by reporters from three 
newspapers as well as from 
Nicaraguan radio and television· 
stations. She described the result
ing publicity in a cable to the World 
Centre: "Exceptionally fine state
ment printed leading newspaper 
after press conference, and re
corded interview broadcast news 
period on national station, as well 
as notice my visit Bluefields." 

That evening the National 
Spiritual Assembly held a special 
dinner for their honored visitor. 

The Hand of the Cause met with 

the National Spiritual Assembly 
members again the following day 
to discuss specific teaching needs 
in Nicaragua. Later, she spoke at 
an institute at the National 
J-Ia~iratu'l-Quds in Managua that 
was attended by approximately 60 
believers. She also visited the 
nearby children's classes. 

That evening, Amatu'l-Baha 
Rul'liyyih Khilnum spoke at a pub
lic meeting in Managua's Intercon
tinental Hotel that was attended by 
approximately 130 people includ
ing 60 prominent non-Baha'is from 
several communities. 

The meeting had been prev
iously publicized with paid adver
tisements in Managua's leading 
newspaper as well as by paid an
nouncements on national radio, 
flyers, and 900 personal invitations. 

Following her presentation, the 
Hand of the Cause answered the 
many questions from the audience. 
Refreshments were then served by 
the friends to conclude the evening 
program. 

On the following day, January 
25, she spoke about child education 
to an audience of approximately 70 
believers in Granada, Nicaragua. 
This gathering was the second part 
of the two-day Baha'i institute that 
began in Managua on the previous 
day. That evening she spoke at a 
fireside attended by five seekers in 
the Granada home of a Baha'i 
couple. 

The next day saw Amatu'l-Baha 
Rupiyyih Khanum meeting twice 
with members of the National 
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The Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'l-Bahti RuIJiyyih Khtinum 
(center right wearing hat) is greeted at 
the airport. in Managua, Nicaragua, 
January 22 by about 50 of the friends 

Spiritual Assembly, at lunch and 
again that evening. 

On January 27 she flew to 
Bluefields, Nicaragua, where she 
met with officials of the new gov
ernment. On behalf of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, she presented 
them with a large, printed and 
framed statement of o'bedience to 
government enjoined by 
Baha'u'llah. 

The Hand of the Cause later ca
bled: " ... Very cordial 35-minute 
interview regarding' Faith, first 
contact new government." She 
also met with a member of the Su
preme Court of Zelaya. 

Approximately 60 non-Baha'is 
heard Amatu'l-Baha Rultiyyih 
Khanum speak at a public meeting 
in Bluefields that had been ar
ranged by the Spiritual Assembly 
along with Auxiliary Board 
member Carlos Manzanares and 
Armando Fonseca, chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly. The 
meeting was preceded by a news 
conference. 

The Hand of the Cause visited 
the futUl"e district fIa~iratu'I-Quds 
on the following day, expressing 
her pleasure with the Center and 
observing that the old things must 

.. 
including Counsellor Ruth Pringle, 
seven members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Nicaragua, and 
Auxiliary Board members Edith 
McLaren and Carlos Manzanares. 

be preserved as they are much like 
some of the relics found in the Holy 
Land. 

Returning to Managua, 
Ruhiyyih Khanum dined with the 
Persian friends and received gifts 
of a hammock, rug and rope from 
the National Spiritual Assembly. 

Accompanied by Counsellor 
Pringle and her traveling compan
ion, Violette Nakhjavani, the Hand 
of the Cause left early the n~xt 

The Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'l-Bahti RuIJiyyih Khtinum 
(left) chats with Shirley Warde, a 
Knight of Bahri'u'lltih who has been a 

morning for Honduras. 
On January 31, Amatu'l-Baha 

Ruhiyyih Khanum summed up her 
impressions of Nicaragua with the 
cable: " ... Week's visit Nicaragua 
impressive every way . . . Prom
ising country, devoted believers 
and pioneers." 

Newspapers in Belize carried 
stories about the expected arrival of 
the Hand of the Cause for a week 
prior to her arrival there. She was 
met at the airport by Continental 
Counsellor Hidayatu'llah 
Altmadiyyih, Auxiliary Board 
member Bart Mickler, a number of 
other believers and the mayor of 
Belize City. 

On February 20, the day follow
ing her arrival in Belize, Amatu'l
Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum was the 
guest of honor at a banquet that 
was attended by prominent citi
zens including the chief justice. 
That evening, she spoke at a public 
meeting in the hotel where she was 
staying. After her talk, she an
swered questions from the audi
ence. 

The Hand of the Cause recorded 
three programs about the Faith at 
Radio Belize during her week-long 
visit there. She also met with 
members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Belize and partici
pated in an all-day conference in 
San Ignacio that was attended by 
more than 430 people. 

pioneer to Belize for 37 years, during a 
visit by the Hand of the Cause to Belize 
last February. 
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COUNSELLORS 
The newly re-formed Boards hold their first meetings 

Following the re-formation of the Continental Boards of 
Counsellors on a continental basis last November, the Uni
versal House of Justice announced that the first meetings of 
the new Boards would be held simultaneously on five conti
nents during the weekend of January 2-4,1981. Here are the 
highlights of those meetings: 

AFRICA 
The inaugural meeting of the Continental Board of 

Counsellors in Africa opened in Nairobi, Kenya, with 
devotions and the reading of the message from the 
UniverSal House of Justice by its representative, the 
Hand of the Cause of God William Sears. 

Mr. Sears then spoke of the worsening world situa
tion and the responsibility entrusted to the institution 
of the Counsellors, in conjunction with the National 
Spiritual Assemblies, to continue to protect and prop
agate the Faith no matter what may happen. He called 
upon everyone, especially the Auxiliary Board mem
bers and their assistants, to be examples of love and 
peace-making, reminded the friends of the promise 
that one blessed soul can set ablaze an entire conti
nent, and referred to the words of the Supreme Body 
that "if we but play our part, total and unconditional 
victory will inevitably be ours." 

The Counsellors, after considerable discussion of 
the possible continuation of their work in the African 
continent by zones, reached a decision "finally, with 
great excitement" that Africa shall hereafter be re
garded as one, and that all of the Counsellors will 
serve the whole continent. 

Full meetings of the Board will take place every six 
months with interim meetings as required. Each 
Counsellor is to be assigned responsibility for particu
lar countries with a second Counsellor to act as his 
collaborator. These countries, however, will also be 
visited by various other Counsellors, and each 
member of this Board will consider himself as having 
responsibility for all countries in Africa. An office for 
the Board is to be located in Nairobi with extension 
offices in the locations of the three former Boards of 
Counsellors for Africa. 

A meeting with the Continental Pioneer Committee 
for Africa was held during one full session and specific 
decisions were reached that will bring close collabora
tion on pioneer work, traveling teaching projects, rec
ord keeping, orientation of new pioneers, and con-
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tinuing ties with them. 
It was felt that the unification of the Board of Coun

sellors for all Africa could well presage the long 
yearned-for unity of all the peoples of this vast conti
nent. 

THE AMERICAS 
On January 1 the Counsellors in the Americas, 

coming to Panama from as far north as Alaska and as 
far south as Argentina, joined Counsellor Hooper 
Dunbar, a member of the International Teaching 
Centre, and a large number of Panamanian believers at 
the airport to welcome the representative o(the Uni
versal House of Justice, the Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'l-Baha RUltiyyih Khanum. She was warmly 
welcomed with music, dancing and songs. 

Before the consultative sessions began, the Coun
sellors gathered at dawn in the Mother Temple of Latin 
America for devotions. The music of an a cappella choir 
heightened the spiritual atmosphere that was felt by 
all. 

During the five days of intense consultation the 
status of the Faith in all countries under the jurisdic
tion of the new Board was reviewed and steps were 
taken to organize its work. 

It was decided that each country in the Americas 
would have a "liaison" Counsellor to whom that Na
tional Assembly might refer. A continental office in 
Merida, Mexico, will be opened under the supervision 
of Counsellor Artemus:Lamb. In addition, two zonal 
offices are to be established, one in St. Louis, Missouri, 
and one in Lima, Peru. Special {egional projects.are 
envisioned to assist the propagation of the Faith in the 
Americas. 

At a special session Saturday evening Amatu'l-Baha 
RitlUyyihKhanum made reference to the future re-

o sponsibilities of the Counsellors now that their juris
diction extends from pole to pole. 

Representatives of the Continental Pioneer Com
mittee were received by the full body to discuss points 
of mutual concern. Also of great interest was a report 
by Dean Stephens, a consultant on radio in the 
Americas for the Audio-Visual Department at the 
World Centre, who reviewed the status of Baha'i radio 
plans and projects throughout the hemisphere. 

This entire Board will meet every six months and 
regional groups will gather in the interim periods as 
the occasion demands. 



The Hand of the Cause of God Paul Haney (holding the 
Greatest Name) is shown with 13 of the 16 members of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors in Asia at the inaugural 
meeting of the new Board held January 2-4, 1981, in New 
Delhi, India. Seated (left to right) are K.H. Paymtin, Yan 
Kee Leong, Shirin Boman, Mr. Haney, Zena Sorabjee, Dip
chand Chianra, RuIJu'ILih Mumttizi. Standing (left to right) 
are Dr. John Fozdar, Burhtini'Din Afshin, Manuchihr Sal
mtinpur, S. Nagaratnam, ZabiIJu'ILih GulmulJammadi, Dr. 
Chellie Sundram, Vicent~ Samaniego. Not shown are Coun
sellors MasiIJ Farhangi who is in prison in Tehran; Aydin 
Guney who was unable to obtain permission to leave Turkey; 
and Hideya Suzuki of Japan who had to leave before the 

ASIA 
On the morning of January 2 the Continental Board 

of Counsellors in Asia, in company with the represen
tative of the Universal House of Justice, the Hand of 
the Cause of God Paul Haney, began its first meeting 
in New Delhi, India, and continued its earnest deliber
ations for the next five days. 

Following the presentation of the message from the 
Universal House of Justice by the Hand of the Cause, 
the Counsellors gave serious consideration to the 
needs and possibilities of this vast area that includes 
under its "umbrella" 42 countries, comprising not 
only the large continental areas but island nations such 
as Japan and the Philippines. Included also in that area 
are a number of countries in which the Faith is either 
banned or circumscribed. 

It was decided to divide the area into western and 
eastern zones and to assign each Counsellor one or 
more National Spiritual Assemblies with which he or 
she would have direct correspondence. A continental 

picture was taken. Mr. Haney met with the Counsellors as 
the representative of the Universal House of Justice. Mean
while, four other Hands of the Cause were attending inau
gural meetings of the four other Continental Boards ofCoun
sellors, also as representatives of the Universal House of 
Justice: Amatu'l-Bahti RuIJiyyih Khtinum met with the 
Continental Board in the Americas, in Panama; Dhikru'ILih 
Khtidem met with the Continental Board in Europe, at 
Langenhain, Germany; William Sears met with the Conti
nental Board in Africa, in Nairobi, Kenya; and Collis Feath
erstone met with the Continental Board in Australasia, in 
Sydney, Australia. 

office will be set up in New Delhi with two Counsellors 
supervising its functioning. In addition, the eastern 
zone will have a zonal office in Kobe, Japan. 
Possibilities of greater collaboration 'with the Conti
nental Pioneer Committee for Asia through individual 
Counsellors were explored. 

Early one morning, all of the participants gathered 
to offer prayers at the site of the Mother Temple of the 
Indian subcontinent, which is located in a lovely park 
district in New Delhi. Already the outlines of the first 
level of that structure are takin& visible shape. 

During the course of the seSSIons, the participants 
also attended a memorial service held by the Baha'i 
community of New Delhi to commemorate the passing 
of the five Hands of the Cause of God during the past 
year. 

Warm appreciation was expressed to Mr. Haney for 
his guidance and help during all of the sessions. The 
meetings concluded with prayers on behalf of the 
friends in Iran, and in particular on behalf of Dr. 
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Farhangi, a Counsellor who has been imprisoned for 
many months. 

The next meeting of the Board of Counsellors in Asia 
will take place in six months' time, with zonal meet
ings to be held in the interim. 

AUSTRALASIA 
In close proximity to the beautiful Mother Temple of 

the Antipodes in Sydney, Australia, the Hand of the 
Cause of God Collis Featherstone, representing the 
Universal House of Justice, and all seven members of 
the Board of Counsellors in Australasia gathered to 
discuss recent developments announced by the Su
preme Body in the functioning of the Boards of Coun
sellors. The meetings took place in the council 
chamber of the 1:Ia~iratu'I-Quds, and before each 
day's consultation the participants were able to draw 
inspiration from their devotions in the Mashriqu'l-
Adhkiu. -
The message from the Universal House of Justice 

was read by Mr. Featherstone, along with other mate
rials from the World Centre upon which the dis
cussions were based. It was decided that the Australa
sian area would be divided into three zones
northern, southern and western-with the continen
tal office to be located in the western zone in New 
Zealand, the northern office in Hawaii, and the south
ern office in Samoa. 

There will be four meetings each year-two of the 
full Board and the other two within the above
mentioned zones. The Counsellors will each be re
sponsible for specific National Spiritual Assemblies 
and will meet with them frequently. The allocation of 
Auxiliary Board members was reviewed, and several 
appointments were made as a result of the meeting. 

Toward the close of the conference, at the request of 
the Counsellors, Mr. Featherstone spoke in inspiring 
terms about the evolution of the institution of the 
Counsellors and of the challenging times of change 
that face humanity in the immediate future. 

Included in the daily consultations was the study of 
a compilation prepared by Dr. Peter Khan on the re
sponsibilities of Counsellors, focusing especially on 
the relationship of the Counsellors to the National 
Spiritual Assemblies. 

EUROPE 
As the meetings of the Counsellors on the five con

tinents were about to begin, the Hand of the Cause of 
God Dhikru'llah Khadem, representing the Universal 
House of Justice; all nine members of the Continental 
Boards of Counsellors in Europe; and Counsellor An
neliese Bopp, visiting member of the International 
Teaching Centre, sought guidance and rendered 
thanks for the historic meetings with prayers at the 
Mother Temple of Europe at Langenhain, near 
Frankfurt, Germany. Described as a "wonderful, 
happy meeting," the first session opened with the 
message from the Supreme Body read by Mr. 
Khadem. 
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Following the inaugural meeting in January of the Conti
nental Board of Counsellors in the Americas, 10 of its mem
bers met February 21 with the nine members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United States at the National 
lf~iratu'l-Quds in Wilmette, Illinois. The historic gather
ing paved the way for even closer cooperation between the 
two institutions of the Faith during the second phase of the 
Seven Year Plan that began at Riq,van. 

It was deoided that Europe would continue to oper
ate as a single zone, and that areas of particular re
sponsibility would be allocated to the various Coun
sellors, whose numbers have increased from five to 
nine. A new continental office will be established in 
Immenstaad, Germany. . 

A warm tribute was paid to Counsellor Dorothy 
Ferraby who has handled with great efficiency the 
work of the central office in England since 1973. 

The entire Board of Counsellors will meet four times 
a year, one meeting of which will be held in conjunc
tion . with a conference for either Auxiliary Board 
members or National Spiritual Assemblies. 

Following the decisions on major policies, aspects of 
the work in Europe were reviewed with the valuable 
participation of Mr. Khadem. A highlight of the days 
spent together came on Saturday evening when the 
Hand of the Cause spoke to the Counsellors and to 
many friends gathered at the national J-Iapratu'l-Quds 
about the sufferings of the Baha'is in Iran and the way 
in which sacrifice furthers the Cause of God. 
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MARTYR 

A grieving widow 
pays tribute to a 

husband and father 
who was murdered 

for his belief 
in the oneness of 
God and mankind 

The following article by Mrs. Anita 
Samandari appeared in the Winter 
1980181 issue of The Green and 
White, the University of Saskatche
wan (Canada) Alumni Association 
magazine. It is reprinted by permission. 

• 
Tonight, as most other nights 

since July, my little daughter cried 
bitterly for her daddy. How does 
one explain to a five-year-old that 
her beloved father was murdered 
for defending his beliefs and prin
ciples, for being sincere and kind to 
his fellow men? Who are these 
careless ones who so blithefully 
and hastily condemn? May they 
one day share the grief and anguish 
of a child. 

In the nearly two years since the 

Copyright© 1981 by Anita Samandari. 

Islamic revolution in Iran, there has 
been widespread persecution of 
the Baha'i community in that be
leaguered country. The approx
imately one-half million Baha'is 
constitute Iran's largest religious 
minority, yet have no rights in the 
Islamic constitution. 

"Baha'i holy places have been 
seized and destroyed; members of 
the Faith have been robbed, ter
rorized and, in a number of in
stances, kidnapped, summarily 
executed, or murdered; cemeteries 
have been desecrated, private 
property looted and burned, the 
life savings of thousands of families 
confiscated, and the entire com
munity subjected to various forms 
of discrimination and humilia
tion."· 

Baha'is believe in the oneness of 
mankind-"the coming together 

= 
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of all peoples, races, nations, 
classes, and religions in a spirit of 
understanding and unity of pur
pose under the guidance of the one 
God in Whom all believe."l 

Faramarz Samandari, "Sam," 
was born February 18, 1933, in 
Babol, Iran. He was a dedicated 
and well-respected otolaryn
gologist and university professor. 
Educated in Iran, Regina, Saska
toon, and Montreal, he always 
wanted to return to his homeland 
to help raise the standard of health 
care for the many poor and helpless 
there. For 11 years he treated 
thousands, often seeing 100 
patients a day in the out-patient 

clinic at the University Hospital. 
On April 21, 1980, Dr. Saman

dati was arrested by the Islamic 
government and imprisoned in 
Tabriz. He was charged with "run
ning the Baha'i centers in Tabriz," 
being a "Zionist spy," working for 
SAVAK (the old regime's secret 
police), and "spreading prostitu
tion." 

These four unjust accusations 
are always leveled at Baha'is. 

SA V AK routinely was very 
anti-Baha'i. Baha'is all over the 
world, including those from Iran, 
regularly undertake pilgrimages to 
and send contributions to Israel. 
The Baha'i international adminis-

The last will and testament 
of Faramarz Samandari 
In the name of God the Merciful, the Compassionate! 

"0 My God, the All-Knowing 
Thou art the One who knowest 
the secrets of my heart." 

(Excerpt from a poem by 'Abdu'l-Baha) 
After confirming my belief in the Oneness of God and in the 

reality of His Messengers including the prophet Mul)ammad, and 
confessing the truth of His Holiness Baha'u'IIah, at this moment 
when I am spending the last hours of my life in prison, I write these 
few lines as my will. 

I have committed no crime except being a Baha'i. I have sincerely 
served this country and its people. • 

All my belongings, movable and immovable which I have now or I 
might receive in the future, I leave to my wife Anita (Carr) Saman
dati. So also, with whatever funds are in my bank accounts. She is 
free to use them in whatever way she wishes. 

I request my dear wife Anita to do her utmost in training our 
children, Kiyumars, Maryam and Kamyar. I apologize to her for 
leaving her to shoulder the heavy responsibility of bringing up the 
children all alone. I ask my sisters to assist Anita wholeheartedly.in 
raising our children. 

Good-bye my honourable father and mother. Good-bye my dear 
Anita. Good-bye my dear Kiyumars, dear Maryam and dear 
Kamyar. Good-bye my dear sisters, Farangiz, Mehrangiz, Ruhan
giz, Shoorangiz, Simin and Nasrin. Good-bye my dear Baha'i and 
non-Baha'i friends. In two more hours I am to be executed by a firing 
squad together with my dear Baha'i brother Yad'u'llah Astani. I am 
most grateful to everyone. Please pray for the progress of my soul. 

Signed 
Samandari 

(The above statement is certified Seal of: Prison of Islamic Revolution of Iran) 
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trative centre is in Haifa, Israel, 
where the Founder of the Faith, 
Baha'u'IIah, died in exile in 1892. 
One of the basic teachings of the 
Faith is the equality of men and 
women. Baha'i women reject the 
use of the chador, or veil, upon 
which Shi'ite tradition insists. The 
Muslim clergy denounce these in
dividuals as loose women and ac
cuse the Baha'i community of 
"spreading prostitution and cor
ruption." 

No trial 

Despite these trumped up 
charges Faramarz had no trial, just 
several hearings where he was 
encouraged to renounce his faith. 
He steadfastly refused. 

The days in prison were long and 
tedious for a man used to being 
very active. Sometimes he was 
called to the prison infirmary to 
treat prisoners. Once a week a close 
relative was allowed to visit for a 
short while. Always there was the 
hope that soon this madness would 
end. 

Then on July 14, late at night in 
the cover of darkness, he was in
formed he would die; so he com
posed a brief will, prayed, and pre
pared himself. On hearing the de
cision many prisoners and guards 
wept. 

At midnight he and a dear friend 
were executed in the streets of Tab
riz. As they were led to their death 
several unfortunate others who 

. had been convicted of drug ped
dling, etc., shouted, ''We are guilty, 
but why-kill the kind doctor?" 

The murderers were mullahs, 
members of the Islamic clergy who 
rule Iran and have the privilege to 
be called men of God. Through 
their blind prejudice and hatred 
they have forgotten the main prin
ciples of their own faith, and now 
too often show little mercy and for
giveness. 

I met Sam in the University Hos
pital of Saskatoon in October, 1964, 
where my head nurse introduced 
us. So began a long friendship. In 
1967 he left Canada and asked me 
to come in six months, see the 
country, and perhaps marry. 
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Such an agonizing decision! My 
family had lived generations in the 
same area,. and the thought of 
moving so far from all the familiar 
things was frightening. He was 
definite about remaining in Iran. 

Eventually I came to realize I 
would never be happy without him 
and we were married in Iran, Feb
ruary 18,1969, his birthday. It was 
one way, he said, never to forget an 
anniversary . 

So began our new life. How 
happy we were! The days were a 
challenge-the language, food, 
customs, clothing, all different. I 
studied and eventually was able to 
read, write, and converse in Farsi. I 
grew to love the people and the 
country. They were kind and gen
tle, and always had time to talk or 
have a cup of tea. 

A year after my marriage and 
entirely on my own (i.e., with no 
pressure or urging from my hus
band or his family), I became a 
Baha'i. I felt that to live as the 
Baha'is lived in Iran and to be so 
happy meant they must have 
something, and I wanted to be a 
part of this. There were few for
eigners in our city at that time and 
we were often objects of interest in 
the shops and bazaar.' 

In the next five years we saw a 
rapid modernization of Iran. Traffic 
increased, many villagers came to 
the cities seeking a better life, 
prices skyrocketed .. Many com
panies invested and brought work
ers from all over the world. There 
was a great deal of money for a few. 

The impact of this rapid change 
caused dissatisfaction among 
many who saw their traditions 
being pushed aside. On February 
18, 1978 (an interesting date), there 
was a large demonstration in Tab
riz. The downtown area was 
burned and several people were 
killed. The rest of that year was full 
of demonstrations and strikes. 

One day an old man came to our 
home. He was ill at ease, cold, and 
upset. I served tea to my husband 
and guest and left the room. 
Shortly after, Sam came to the 
kitchen and he was crying. This 

------_ .. _-_ .. 

Faramarz Samandari, his wife Anita, and their children, Maryam, Ktzmyar, 
and Kiyumars. 

was very unusual and on ques
tioning I found out that the old man 
was a Baha'i from a small village 
outside Tabriz. 

The turning point 

A group of fanatics had come to 
his farm, put a knife to his throat 
and said if he did not change his 
religion he would be killed. He ap
parently replied, "Kill me if you 
wish, but I shall not change." With 
that the mob was so infuriated tliey 
took a baby lamb, two men at the 
forelegs and two at the hind, and 
literally pulled the live beast apart. 

I think this was the turning point 
for us. By this time most ofthe for
eigners had left through airlifts; 
Sam and his colleagues urged me 
to go and take the children to 
safety. IleftJanuary 16,1979. It was 
heartbreaking to leave my husband 
there. 

People have asked me why he 
also did not flee. It is all difficult to 
comprehend in this part of the 
world, where we are so fortunate to 
be able to say and do as we please. I 
shall never really know why he 
stayed or why he returned after 
visiting us here last Christmas. 

He had a strong sense of duty 

and felt he could not leave his par
ents and such courageous friends 
alone atthis time. I know he did not 
expect to be executed and did not 
return just to become a martyr. I 
also know he loved me and our 
children and was proud of us. 

Perhaps I should have become 
hysterical and made him stay. I did 
try very hard, but I feel when one 
truly cares for another he must let 
him be free to fulfill his unspoken 
desire in life. 

For two years now the guns have 
systematically silenced any and all 
who object. To ~urvive one must be 
quiet and accept all the atrocities 
taking place. 

I often think of the quotation, 
"Anybody can be happy in the 

. state of comfort, ease, health, suc
cess, pleasure, and joy; but if one 
can be happy and contented in the 
time of trouble, hardship, and dis
ease it is the proof ofnobility."3 We 
lost our beloved Sam. I shall now 
endeavor to make my children 
proud of their father who was cer
tainly a noble human being. 

'Baha'i Canada, National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of Canada, Vol. 2, No. 11, July/August 1980. 
'Baha'i AnSWt'rs, National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of the United States, 1976. 
'Baha'i World Faith, p. 363 . 
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Around the world 
Bangladesh 

More than 30 women from all parts 
of Bangladesh, India, Iran, Malaysia 
and Italy gathered for this group 
photograph February 20-22 at the sec
ond Bangladesh National Baha'i 
Women's Conference. Three members 
of the Auxiliary Board spoke at the 
conference that was planned by the 
National Women's Committee and held 
at the National fl~iratu'l-Quds in 
Dacal, Bangladesh. 

The Deputy Prime Minister of 
Swaziland and the country's UN 
Development Program representa
tive were guest speakers at a 
Human Rights Day observance last 
December 10 at the Baha'i National 
Center in Mbabane, Swaziland. 

Reporters from radio and ~elevi
sioll stations and from the Times of 
Swaziland were among the more 
than 100 people present. 

Departing from his prepared re
marks, the Deputy Prime Minister 
praised the Faith and the believe~s. 

Selections from The Proclamatwn 
of Baha'u'lltih, read by a local be
liever, were included in a report of 
the Human Rights Day program 
broadcast on a weekend television 
program. 

12 June 1981/Bahlll'l News 

The 41 believers at the recent week-long 
national deepening institute in DacCll, 
Bangladesh, gathered for this group 
photograph. The institute at the Na
tional fl~iratu'l-Quds, conduded by 
Auxiliary Board member S.Joseph, in
cluded courses on the Writings, teach
ing, Baha'i administration, and living 
the life. Partidpants were divided into 
three classes. 

A new locality was opened in the re- Francis Ocampo from the Philippines; 
mote Sekakes area of Lesotho and more Furough Sunni, a Persian; Taelo 
than 100 people heard of the Faith for Makepe, a native of Lesotho; Yoshie 
the first time during a recent five-day Ragland, a pioneer from Japan; and 
teaching project undertaken by this in- Richard Ragland, a pioneer from the 
ternational group of believers. Teach- United States. 
ing team members are (left to right) 



Falkland Islands 

Three people declared their be
lief in Baha'u'llah and the Faith re
ceived wide publicity in the Falk
land Islands during a visit February 
4-14 by traveling teacher Meher
angiz Munsiff. 

Finland 

The more than 80 participants at a 
Baha'i youth border teaching confer
ence held last February in Mariehamn, 

More than 80 Baha'i youth from 
Finland and Sweden attended a 
border teaching conference in Feb
ruary that was held on Aland, an 
island in the Baltic Sea between the 
two countries. 

The conference was also 
attended by Auxiliary Board mem
bers, members of the National 
Spiritual Assemblies of both coun
tries, and members of the two na
tional youth committees. 

The gat~ering, planned as a 
follow-up to last year's interna
tional youth conference in Fiesch, 
Switzerland, included team 
teaching in Aland and an opportu
nity for the youth to build bonds of 
friendship and to communicate di
rectly with members of the Baha'i 
institutions present. 

The conference included an eve
ning of international entertain-

Mrs. Munsiff spoke at public 
meetings and firesides and was 
interviewed by a radio station. The 
Baha'i view of women's rights and 
responsibilities was the topic of a 
talk she gave at a women's tea in 
Stanley that was attended by the 
governor's wife. 

Members of the Spiritual As-

sembly of Stanley met with Mrs. 
Munsiff. She also presented 
deepening sessions for the friends 
on the subject of prayer and medi
tation. 

The Spiritual Assembly of Stan
ley later sent a special contribution 
in her name to the Universal House 
of Justice. 

Htlilotlid on the island of in the attended by Auxiliary Board members 
Baltic Sea gathered for this group and members of the National Spiritual 
photograph. The conference was also Assembly of Finland and Sweden .. 

ment, planned and presented by 
the youth, which was well at-

Participants at a youth conference in 
]yviiskylii, Finland, gathered outside 
the conference site for this group 
photograph. The meeting featured 

tended by Baha'is and non
Baha'is. 

group discussions on what it means to 
be a Baha'i youth, peer pressure, and 
border teaching. Music was also an im
portant part of the youth conference. 
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Peru 

The recently-completed, eight-sided 
building designed to house the fadlities 
of 'Radio Baha'i of Lake Titicaca' near 
Puno, Peru, is generally similar in ap
pearance to others planned for other 
locations in the Western Hemisphere in 
the near future. Test broadcasts from 
this Baha'i radio station were expected 
to begin during Ri4van. Broadcasts 
from this site will reach into the area of 
the greatest concentration of the 
present-day descendants of the Inca 
and Aymara dvilizations. The building 
was designed by K. Dean Stephens, a 
consultant on radio in the Americas to 
the Audio-Visual Department at the 
World Centre. 

Dominican Republic 

Danilo Rodriguez, coordinator of the Faith in the Dominican Republic. This 
Dominican Republic's National Baha'i session, attended by approximately 112 
School Committee, tells participants at people, focused on the lite of 
the seventh school session last De- Baha'u'lltih and His sacrifices .• 
cember 21-28 about the history of the 

14 June 1981/Bahi'l News 

Nearly 50 Baha'is and their 
guests from 11 communities par
ticipated in a youth conference 
February 27-March 1 in Puerto 
Plata, Dominican Republic. Three 
non-Baha'is declared their belief in 
Baha'u'llah during the gathering 
that was sponsored by the National 
Teaching Committee of the 
Dominican Republic. 

The program featured talks on 
the Tablets of the Divine Plan, the 
importance of teaching and win
ning the goals of the Seven Year 
Plan, and individual planning and 
goal-setting. 

One participant, a 14-year-old 
boy from Puerto Plata, has been 
actively teaching since the confer
ence. Three of his friends have de
clared and others are quite in
teres.ted in the Faith. 

Several people at the conference 
made commitments to return to 
Puerto Plata oh weekends to con
tinue the teaching work. During 
the first two weeks following the 
youth conference, two com
munities were opened to the Faith. 

Partidpants at a youth conference held 
February 27 -March 1 in Puerto Plata, 
Dominican Republic, gathered for this 
group photograph. Believers from 11 
communities in the Dominican Repub
lic and their non-Baha'i guests 
attended. 



The Netherlands 

Since the National Spiritual As
sembly of The Netherlands began 
using a more personal approach to 
the press, it has noted that the 
media in that country now respond 
more quickly, frequently and accu
rately to news of the Baha'i com
munity. 

The persecution of believers in 
Iran has aroused the interest of 
many newspaper and magazine 
editors. They are interested not 
only in the violations of the rights 
of the Baha'i minority there, but 
also in the history and tenets of the 
Faith. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
appointed a team of six believers to 
work on a national level and asked 
for the help of 15 Spiritual As
semblies and Baha'i Groups 
throughout the country. 

In a four-week period 42 general 
editors and those specializing in 
foreign affairs and religious mat
ters were personally contacted. 
The friends met with editors at five 
of the country's leading daily na
tional newspapers; 11 weekly 
magazines, 15 daily provincial 
newspapers and three news agen
cies, as well as with eight radio and 
television broadcasters. 

During the 3~-minute to one
hour meetings with editors that 
followed telephone conversations, 
the believers supplied them with a 
complete and carefully compiled 
dossier on the Faith. 

The results included large arti
cles in two national newspapers, 
several smaller articles in national 
and provincial papers and a weekly 
magazine, and a 20-minute radio 
program. AlI of this publicity was 
favorable to the Faith. 

Last year's action by the Euro
pean Parliament and the Council of 
Europe on behalf of the believers in 
Iran inspired the National Spiritual 
Assembly of The Netherlands to 
try this more personal approach to 
the press. 

Australia 

Australia's Minister for Foreign Af
fairs, Andrew Peacock (left), receives a 
Baha'i delegation composed of Beverly 
Staffvrd and David Bailey representing 
the National Spiritual Assembly. The 
meeting last July was part of a massive 
media campaign to bring to the nation's 
attention the persecution of believers in 
Iran. Mr. Peacock spoke of the abhor
rent treatment of Iranian Bahtfis and 
said he would express the concern of his 

Thailand 

government to the Iranian charge d'af
faires. The media campaign that used 
this photograph along with the Minis
ter's strong, supportive response re
sulted in scores of news reports, photos 
and interviews in the Australian press. 
Between July and October 1980 more 
than 40 Australian newspapers 
throughout the country carried stories 
about the plight of Iranian Baha'is. 

Some of the more than 60 participants sentation during the day-long gather
at the January 17 regional conference in ing. 
Chiang Mai, Thailand, enjoy a pre-

A delegation of nine believers 
was received by the King of Thai
land on the occasion of His 
Majesty's birthday last December 
5. 

The friends presented the king 
with a wreath of flowers bearing 

the name of the Faith. The wreath 
was placed in a prominent position 
in the reception hall. 

Members of the country's Reli
gious Affairs Department were also 
present at the reception for more 
than 100 delegates. 
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Switzerland 

Partidpants in the Swiss winter school Taverne, Switzerland, gathered out- photograph. 
last December 26-January 1 in side the meeting hall for this group 

Wide publicity for the Faith re
sulted from a tour of five Swiss 
cities last November 3-16 by Baha'i 
author Andre Brugiroux who lec
tured, promoted his travel book, 
and showed his film "La terre n' est 
qu'un seul pays" (The Earth Is But 
One Country). 

The film, shown eight times to 
audiences totaling 1,400 people, 
describes the French writer's 
travels on foot around the world 
including his discovery of the Faith 
and subsequent pilgrimage. 

Mr. Brugiroux visited Geneva, 
Renens, Lausanne, Sion and Biel, 
Switzerland. After each showing of 
the film up to 50 people stayed for a 
discussion of the Faith, and usually 
a dozen or more people accom
panied the Baha'is to their Center 
for further discussions and to pur
chase Baha'i literature. 

After a press conference with 
Mr. Brugiroux two reporters from 
leading newspapers asked for in
formation to write articles on the 
Faith. His tour also resulted in an 
interview on a popular radio pro
gram and a signature party at a 
bookstore that agreed to carry 
Baha'i books. 

16 June 1981/Baha'l News 

The Hand of the Cause of God Dhikru'
ltah Khtidem (center foreground) talks 
with Fritz Schar, a former member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 

Central African Republic 
A group of 40 Baha'is including 

youth and children participated 
last December 1 in the Central Afri
can Republic's national Indepen
dence Day parade in the capital city 
of Bangui. 

The Baha'i entry, the only inter
racial one in the parade, was seen 
by the more than 25,000 people 
lining the parade route as well as by 
television audiences. Baha'i chil
dren led the way, followed by 
women in African dress and men 
wearing blue shirts and dark trous-

Switzerland, during a break in the spe
cial memorial program held last Jan
uary for the Hand of the Cause of God 
Abu'l-Qtisim Faizi. 

ers. The "friends carried a 10-foot 
banner proclaiming the Faith. 

The group of believers received 
special applause from the country's 
president, ministers and other offi
cials as it passed in front of the gov
ernment box. 

The friends in the parade heard 
onlookers calling out "Baha'u'nah" 
or singing the theme song from the 
weekly Baha'i radio program that 
has been on the air for eight years 
in the Central African Republic. 

"-
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Tonga 

Believers attelld a teachil/g cOllference 
on the Island of Tallgatapu, Tonga, 
that was sponsored by the island's Area 
Teaching Committee. 

Guatemala 

At least 94 people were enrolled 
in the Faith during a teaching cam
paign last November 15-December 
15 in six Departments of 
Guatemala. 

Five teams made up of 

Pakistan 

Guatemalan believers and visiting 
teachers from Belize traveled to 
many towns, visiting the homes of 
the friends where they held slide 
presentations for interested non
Baha'is in the area. 

Three new Local Spiritual As
semblies were elected with two 
more expected to be formed before 

_._ ... ~._---.~~~~~::,>,,~>~: "t 
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Baha'i youth sing songs about the tended by 35 children and youth. The 
Faith during a weekend children's pro- five-hour program, consisting of 
gram in Karachi, Pakistan, January 5 games, quizzes, a poster contest and 
that was sponsored by the Karachi round of prayers, was organized by the 
Baha'i EduCiltion Committee and at- children themselves. 

Belgium 

Continental Counsellor Louis 
Henuzet was one of the two speak
ers last December 5 at a Human 
Rights Day program at the Baha'i 
Center in Brussels. Sharing the 
platform with Counsellor Henuzet 
was M. Claude Dejardin, a member 

of the Chamber of Represeptatives 
and president of the Commission 
for European Affairs. Their subject 
was "Is Peace Possible Without Re
spect for Human Rights?" 

Riqvan. 
In the northern city of Flores one 

of the people who embraced the 
Faith is an announcer on National 
Radio Tikal. That station, as well as 
another whose Baha'i director has 
assisted the Faith for many years, 
offered to broadcast Baha'i spot 
announcements and programs at 
no cost to help promote the teach
ing work in that area. 

In another town, Melchor de 
Menco, the director of the radio sta
tion asked for Baha'i announce
ments in several languages spoken 
in that region of the country. 

A new Spiritual Assembly was 
elected in EI Lobo, but the believers 
there could not find a place for a 
planned public meeting. A woman 
offered her newly-built but not yet 
occupied house for the meeting. 

Another person offered to con
nect the electricity in time for the 
meeting while others offered a 
phonograph, extension cord, and a 
cloth to be used as a screen for a 
slide show. 

Cook Islands 

Forty-nine people attended the 
Cook Islands Summer School last 
November 28-30 at the l:Ia~
iratu'l-Quds in Rarotonga. 

Separate classes were provided 
for the 26 children along with a 
children's art contest. The program 
included singing and dancing as 
well as study classes. 

Special guests during the sum
mer school were Dr. Thomas 
Davis, premier of the Cook Islands, 
and his wife, who is a Baha'i. 



Some Answered Questions: New Edltlonl 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
much-loved series of table talks on a wide variety 
of subjects, including the Manifestations of God, Christian 
doctrines, and the origin and conditions of man. 
Catalog no. 106-037·10 Cloth. $11.00 

Baha'i Publishill~ Trust 
523 Green Bay Road/Wilm<ette, IL 60091 U.S.A. 
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wrrH SADDENED HEARTS ANNOUNCE MARTYRDOM THREE MORE HEROES CRADLE 
FArrH WHO SURRENDERED UVES AS THEIR LAST OFFERING SACRED THRESHOLD. 
YADULLAH VAHDAT, IHSANULLAH MIHDIZADIH, SATTAR KHUSHKHU, ALL THREE MEM
BERS BAHA'IINSTrrUTIONS, WERE EXECUTED IN SHIRAZ BY FIRING SQUAD ON NIGHT 
APRIL 29 BY ORDER ISLAMIC REVOLUTIONARY COURT SHIRAZ AND WrrH APPROVAL 
HIGH COURT JUSTIC TEHERAN. VERDICT SHIRAZ COURT PUBLISHED ALL MAJOR NEWS
PAPERS IRAN SPECIFICALLY MENTIONS USUAL FALSE CHARGES GIVING DISTORTED 
IMAGE ACTIVrTlES BAHA'Is MISREPRESENTING THEM AS ZIONISTS IMPERIALIST AGENTS 
PROMOTERS GODLESSNESS ENEMIES ISLAM. 

UNDAUNTED BY THIS FRESH OUTBREAK ANIMOSrry AGAINST THEM STAUNCH FRIENDS 
CRADLE FArrH PREPARING THEMSELVES WrrH JOY UNFOLDMENT THEIR GLORIOUS 
DESTINY, CONFIDENT PRECIOUS LIVES THEY ARE OFFERING ALTAR SACRIFICE WILL 
GALVANIZE BELIEVERS EVERY LAND INSPIRE THEM REDOUBLE THEIR DEVOTED EXER
TIONS IN SERVrrUDE BELOVED FArrH. 

SUMMON FRIENDS EVERY COUNTRY HOLD SPECIAL PRAYERS DURING NIGHT AND DAY 
OF ASCENSION BAHA'u'LLAH MAY 29 BESEECHING DIVINE PROTECTION BELEAGUERED 
FRIENDS IRAN. 

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
MAY 4, 1981 
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BERMUDA 
Amatu'I-Baha Ru~iyyih Ktl8num 

an honored guest at island's 
first National Convention 

About 150 Baha'is gathered April 
24-26 in the presence of the Hand 
of the Cause of God Amatu'l-Baha 
RUQiyyih Khanum at the Ber
mudiana Hotel in Hamilton, Ber
muda, for the first National Con
vention of the Baha'is of Bermuda. 

Also present on this historic oc
casion were Continental Counsel-

lor Sarah M. Pereira; Glenford E. 
Mitchell, secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
the United States; and Auxiliary 
Board member Adrienne Reeves. 

Amatu'l-Baha RUQiyyih 
Khanum, who represented the 
Universal House of Justice at the 
Convention, read the message 

, .' 
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from the Supreme Body to the 
Baha'is of Bermuda in which they 
were called upon to "face the fu
ture with optimism and courage" 
and to "resolve to undertake 
wholeheartedly and vigorously the 
achievement of the tasks which lie 
ahead during the next three-year 
phase of the Seven Year Plan." 

Also read was the message from 
the Universal House of Justice to 
the Baha'is of the world outlining 
th specific tasks to be accomplished 
during the second phase of the 
Plan. 

On Saturday the delegates 
elected the first National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Ber
muda. Its members are: 

Georgia M. Sanchez, chairman; 
Leighton Rochester, vice-chair
man; Valerie Richinond, secretary; 
B. W. Jordy Walker, treasurer; 
Elizabeth Thomas, assistant secre
tary; Uoyd Williams; Mary Walker; 
Frank Esposito; and Hilda Harford. 

The previous evening, the U. S. 
National Spiritual Assembly was 
-the host at a reception for dele
gates, special visitors, and officials 
of the Bermudian community. The 
Hon. J. David Gibbons, premier of 
Bermuda, was represented at the 
reception by his wife, Mrs. Lully 
Gibbons. 

Among the highlights of this 
memorable Convention was a pre
sentation of the film "The Pilgrim
age," which was written and nar
rated by Amatu'l-Baha Rul].iyyih 
Khanum. 
-A message from the Convention 
was sent to Katherine McLaughlin, 
the Auxiliary Board member for 
protection assigned to Bermuda, 
who was too ill to attend. 

Dr. Pereira read the message to 
the Convention from the Continen
tal Board of Counsellors for the 
Americas, while Mr. Mitchell 
called the Convention to order on 
behalf of the parent U.S. National 
Spiritual Assembly and presided 
until Convention officers were 
elected. 

Dr. Reeves was the speaker at a 
non-delegate session that was held 
during the election of the National 
Assembly. 

Those attending the Convention 
contributed $1,500.00 to help sup
port the new National Spiritual As
sembly of Bermuda. 

Members of the first National Spiritual Hilda Harford; Frank Esposito, and 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Bermuda (seated left to right) Elizabeth Thomas, 
elected at Ri4van are (standing left to assistant secretary; Valerie Richmond, 
right) Lloyd Williams; Mary Walker; secretary; Georgia M. Sanchez, chair
Leighton Rochester, vice-chairman; man; B. W. /ordy Walker, treasurer. 
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DIALOGUE 
The Louis Gregory Baha'i Institute in ·South Carolina 

is host to a three-day Women's Mid-Decade Dialogue 
that includes outstanding women from four countries 

As a result of the World Conference of the United 
Nations Decade for Women and the parallel Non
Governmental Forum held last July in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, a Women's Mid-Decade Dialogue was held 
April 3-5 at the Louis G. Gregory Baha'i Institute near 
Hemingway, South Carolina. 

The Copenhagen conference aroused so much 
interest among women in the United States that a 
number of national women's organizations decided to 
initiate plans for a follow-up dialogue. 

The purpose of the dialogue was to introduce the 
issues discussed at the Copenhagen conference
employment, health, and education-to a broad cross 
section of women in the U.S. and to help them 
develop their capacity to understand the international 
dimensions of those issues. 

An international team of resource persons was 
chosen from among participants at the Copenhagen 
conference. The team included women from various 
countries who could share their professional and 
community-based experience and insights with their 
American counterparts. 

The dialogue was to be held in a number of cities
in large and small communities, both urban and rural. 

Through its representative at the United Nations, 
the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly made 
arrangements with the coordinator of the Women's 
Mid-Decade Dialogue to use the Louis Gregory Baha'i 
Institute in South Carolina as one of the sites for the 
dialogue. 

The Institute proved to be an ideal choice: it is in the 
Deep South (one of the regions the resource team 
especially wanted to visit) and provides ready access 
to rural communities nearby. 

With the help and guidance of the National Office of 
Public Affairs and the National Teaching Committee, 

Dr. Alberta Deas, the director of the Gregory Institute, 
made the necessary arrangements for the dialogue. 

Dr. Deas contacted the interested local chapters of 
the National Council of Negro Women, and together 
they planned the program for the upcoming event, 
concentrating on involving a large number of local 
women from a variety of backgrounds, levels of 
education, and cultures. 

The international team of women arrived March 20 
in New York City for a brief orientation and prelim
inary meetings with the dialogue planning board, 
whose members represented a dozen national organi
zations with specific interests in women and their 
needs. 

The National Spiritual Assembly'S UN representa
tive, Mf"s. Nancy Mondschein, acting on its behalf, 
served as a facilitator throughout the orientation 
process. .-

At the close of the orientation program, the 
participants were divided into two groups of four 
women each, one of which was scheduled to visit the 
Gregory Institute. The members of that team were: 

• Donna Awatere, a Maori psychologist and 
journalist from Auckland, New Zealand, who 
specializes in the problems of minority women and 
their families and abused children. 
, • Evelyn Amarteifio, a juvenile court magistrate 
from Accra, Ghana, who also serves as general secre
tary of the Ghana Association of Women and is a 
national YWCA board director. 

• Vinitha Jayasinghe, director of the Women's Bu
reau she helped establish in Colombo, Sri Lanka. She 
headed the Sri Lanka delegation to the Copenhagen 
conference and is author of a UNICEF-sponsored 
study of child care activities. 

• Luz-Helena Sanchez of Bogota, Colombia, a 
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Dr. Alberta Deas (center), administrator of the Louis Greg
ory Baha'i Institute, welcomes guests and explains the pur
pose of the Women's Mid-Decade Dialogue that was held 
April 3-5 at the Institute. 

physician whose work with a women's family service 
agency and a preventive mental health care program 
for women have won her much acclaim in her country. 

The first evening of the dialogue included a special 
southern-style dinner for the four guests. Also 
attending were Dr. Magdalene M. Carney, assistant 
secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly, and Ms. 
ElhamJazab, representing the Office of Public Affairs. 

After the dinner the women were escorted to a 
reception in their honor, and met with Baha'is of the 
surrounding area. 

The dialogue began in earnest Saturday morning at 
the homes of four women in communities near the 
Gregory Institute. 

The women at these dialogues came from a variety 
of social and cultural strata, from professions ranging 
from computer programmers and health care 
specialists to teachers, nurses, and homemakers, and 
from black, white and Oriental backgrounds. 

These "personalized" exchanges gave the interna
tional visitors a more intimate view of the lives of the 
women in that area, and gave the participants an 
opportunity to benefit from cross-cultural 
experiences, gain a deeper appreciation of their own 
areas, and tcike stock of their resources. 

In the afternoon, the resource team returned to the 
Gregory Institute for a general dialogue open to all 
interested women and men. 

That evening, local civic leaders were invited to a 
special banquet at which Dr. Carney spoke about the 
important role of women in this age, and each of the 
four overseas visitors brought greetings from her 
country. 

On Sunday, the four women, accompanied by Dr. 
Carney, Dr. Deas, and Mrs. Mondschein, flew to 
Washington, D.C., to meet with coordinators in the 
other areas in which dialogues were held for a 
program assessment and a closing workshop. 

At this session Dr. Carney was invited by all eight 
international participants to visit their respective 
countries. 

They also requested tha t their UN representatives in 
the U.S. write to the Baha'is in their respective coun
tries and put them in contact with their women's 
groups. 

Perhaps the most poignant expression of the 
success of the dialogue at the Louis Gregory Institute 
was the one made by the women who participated in 
that dialogue. 

The team began its report in Washington with this 
statement: "In Sacramento, California, they gave us 
the key to the city. In Atlanta, Georgia, they made us 
honorary citizens. In Hemingway, South Carolina, 
they gave us their hearts, and we will take them 
home." 

Participants from overseas in the Women's Mid-Decade 
Dialogue held April·3-5 at the Louis G. Gregory Baha'i 
Institute in South Carolina were (left to right) Evelyn 
Amart~ifio from Accra, Ghana; Donna Awatere from New 
Zealand; Vinitha Jayasinghe from Colombo, Sri Lanka; and 
Luz-Helena Sanchez from Bogota, Colombia. 
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DR. MUHA.JIR 
The Hand of the Cause of God is lovingly remembered 
·by the Baha'i community of India to which he always 

felt a special closeness during his years of service 

(The following article is reprinted from Baha'i News 
India, November 1979-January 1980.) 

• 
He was to have come to India! His air ticket was 

booked to Bombay. 
But at a conference of Counsellors and representa

tives of the National Spiritual Assembly and Baha'i 
community of Ecuador last December in Quito, the 
Hand of the Callse of God Rallmatu'llah Muhajir sud
denly felt the need for air. He left the conference hall, 
feeling a sharp pain in his chest. 

Shortly afterward he was rushed to a hospital, and 
within 15 minutes of his arrival there his spirit had left 
this world. 

How like orphans we yearn for his presence! How 
often had we been caught in our own little problems, 
unable to see beyond-and then he would come with 
a vision so big, with his deep feeling that the Cause 
must reach out to the waiting millions, and all the 
problems would melt away like mist before the sun
rise. The friends would instinctively arise, recognizing 
the deep and sincere conviction of this loving and 
humble Hand of the Cause. 

The closing years of the Ten Year Crusade saw the , 
awakening of the Cause in India. In 1958 Dr. Muhajir 
spoke to the friends at the Devlali Summer School 
about the experiences of mass conversion in the Men
tawei Islands of Indonesia. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of India, inspired 
by his words, felt it necessary to establish a few simple 
village schools as a base for mass teaching. Let us trace 
what happened next in the words of Mr. H. 
Fatheazam, who was secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly at that time: 

8 July 1981/Bahi'l New. 

". . . One such school had ~en opened two or 
three years ago in another district of the same State 
(Madhya Pradesh). One of the achievements of the 
school was that a teacher from among these simple. 
people was trained to open another school of the same 
kind in his own village. Thus that village, Sam
gimanda, became the seat of our second school among 
the masses, and also the site of our second Spiritual 
Assembly formed in 1960 in the mass teaching cam
paign. 

"Suddenly we received news that the revered Hand 
of the Cause Dr. Muhajir, whose encouragement and 
guidance had led to the National Assembly'S stress on 
the importance of teaching the masses, was coming to 
Bombay. Fortunately, two members of the National 
Assembly, together with Mr. and Mrs. M.A. Faizi, 
experienced teachers of the Cause, were in Madhya 
Pradesh. When they learned ~f Dr. Muhajir's desire to 
hold a conference for the masses, they sent word to the 
Spiritual Assembly of Samgimanda and a conference 
was arranged there within 48 hours. 

"When the Baha'is started for Samgimanda on foot 
and in bullock carts, they did not know what awaited 
them. A number of villagers came out several miles to 
greet their guests. By firing gunshots, they proclaimed 
in their traditional way that important and respected 
guests were coming to the village. Groups of women 
chanted welcoming songs and hymns. Amid the 
beating of drums, the booming guns and devotional 
songs, cries of 'Allah'u'Abha' were heard. Children 
of the Baha'i school, more than 60 in number, lined up 
to receive the Hand of the Cause. 

"The conference was publicized within a few hours 
and drew more than 300 people. In spite of severe 
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cold, it continued until well past midnight. The Mes
sage of God was so attractive, soul-stirring and in
spiring that everyone sat spellbound. Representatives 
from neighboring villages would not leave until they 
were assured by the Baha'is that someone would come 
to their village to deliver the Message there. 

Chain reaction 

"A group of Bahel'is, organized by Dr. Muheljir, was 
dispatched to various villages. After a few days, while 
the National Spiritual Assembly was in session in the 
presence of Dr. Muhajir in Bombay, the news came 
that about 300 people had embraced the Faith. From 
the beginning of February a chain reaction had set in. 
Every few days a conference would be organized by 
the new believers in their own villages. The number of 
participants would range from 300 to 800; the result of 
each conference would be 100 to 200 declarations. 

"Again, each newly declared Baha'i, on returning to 
his home village, would want another conference held 
there for his o~n people. 'Why shouldn't my people,' 
he would say, 'receive the Light of God? Why should 
they not become Baha'is too?' And he is right. Why 
should they not have the opportunity to receive the 
glad tidings of Baha'u'Uah? How to meet these de
mands is a question that is not easy to answer. How
ever, this is the Cause of God, and Baha'u'llah Himself 
will surely solve this problem." 

Mrs. Shirin Boman and R.N. Shah were with the 
Faizis in Indore when the phone call came from Mr. 
Fatheazam in New Delhi that Dr. Muhajir was coming 
and had requested a conference. The team was pro
ceeding at that time to Kwetiyapani village where the 
first Baha'i school had been established. They asked 
Dr. Vajdi to take Dr. Muhajir to Samgimanda and 
arrange a conference. Meanwhile, in Kwetiyapani, the 
group invited some of the Bahel'is, including tribal 
leaders, and proceeded to Samgimanda. 

There, in a simple and direct presentation of the 
Cause, Dr. Muhajir mvited the villagers to embrace the 
Faith if they believed in Baha'u'llah. Everyone from 
that village and nearby expressed a wish to become 
Baha'is. The group took some paper and received 
signatures and (mostly) thumb prints under a state
ment that the declarant accepted Baha'u'llah as the 
Manifestation of God for this age. 

In that far away village, amidst mud huts, Dr. 
Muhajir sat in a rough chair with a broken table in front 
of him and received declarations. More than 100 
people declared their belief that day. 

Thus was begun, under the guidance of our beloved 
Dr. Muhajir, the process of entry by troops in India. 
Within two years, between February 1961 and Febru
ary 1963, the number of believers in India rose from 
850 to 65,355; Assemblies increased from 58 to 675, 
Groups from 35 to 1,342, and a steady process of 
growth and development ensued. 

Development meant acquiring new capacities. 

THE HAND OF THE CAUSE OF GOD 
RAfIMATU'LLAH MUHA/IR 

Again, in each crisis of growth, the guiding hand of 
beloved Dr. Muhajir was there to help carry the com
munity through. 

In his subsequent visit to India, in October 1961, the 
historic Dhar Conference was convened-the first all
India mass teaching conference. Many village Baha'is 
as well as the friends from Bombay, Poona, Panch
ga~i, Sholapur, Mysore, Bangalore, and the States 
of Gujarat, J<erala, and Uttar Pradesh came to the 
conference, held some 20 miles from Indore. 

Although it was wet and cold, the conference was 
memorable. From it, mass teaching was carried on to 
other states. Soon the masses we.re responding in 
Sholapur, Mysore, Dang, Bangalore, GwaIior, Rewa, 
Satna, Nasik and Devlali. 

From the beginning,. Dr. Muhajir worried about 
how this rapid expansion could be coupled with con
solidation. He stressed how important it. was to train 
the believers. Thus it was that he spearheaded the 
purchase of the first Baha'i Teaching Institute at In
dore. 

Sense of belonging 

At the Samgimanda conference, Dr. Muhajir had 
spoken of the need to create a sense of belonging in the 
hearts of the villagers. We should have village 
tIa~iratu'I-Quds, he said, put up by the villagers 
themselves, and establish schools for educating the 
children. As a result of his remarks village schools 

Bahi'l NewslJuIy 1181 7 



A: 

were established, and this impulse led eventually to 
the establishment of the Rabbani School for children. 
This school, having passed through many trials and 
vicissitudes, is now operating on a sound footing. 

Many of the friends in India recall that Dr. Muhajir 
urged from his earliest days there the establishment of 
an education fund. This fund, now in operation, will 
use the interest earned on capital to run the Baha'i 
educational institutions. 

When the Hand of the Cause returned to India in 
October 1961 for the Dhar Conference, there were 
already 3,300 new believers in less than six months of 
teaching. He foresaw the need for continuous 
deepening, and began immediately the search for a 
suitable building to house a Teaching Institute. Even
tually, he found the building that is now the Faizi 
Institute, near Indore. As the process of mass teaching 
continued, the Gwalior Teaching Institute at Susera, 
the Devlali and Mysore Institutes, as well as the 
Sholapur Center were bought. 

Dr. Muhajir was a great advocate of close collabora
tion between Board members and administrative in
stitutions of the Faith. At his suggestion, the National 
Assembly began to invite Board members for consulta
tion, and with the establishment of the Board of Coun
sellors, this collaboration has grown. 

In 1967, he was instrumental in bringing the first 
pioneers to India from Malaysia. The following year, 
he began the flow of student pioneers from Iran to 
India, the Philippines and South East Asia. Many of 
the friends will remember his purchase and use of 
liThe World of Learning" and "Study Opportunities 
Abroad" -two UNESCO publications-for 
encouraging st';ldent pioneers. 

Dr. Muhahir chats with some of the friends during one of his 
many visits to India in the early 1970s. 
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Also in 1967, Dr. Muhajir consulted with the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly and helped arrange a con
ference of newspaper editors and sub-editors from all 
over the country-a Baha'i seminar on the press. Dr. 
Muhajir's vision was large-he looked for every ave
nue that would take the Faith to the multitudes, 
whether in the village or in the city. 

In 1971 Dr. Muhajir was in Delhi at the time of the 
first West Asia Youth Conference. As many youths 
had arrived before the event, Dr. Muhcijir called them 
together and encouraged them to go and teach in 
DeihL It was a Sunday, and the teams gathered that 
evening to relate their experiences. The next morning, 
they went to the colleges of Delhi University, where 
the response of the students was dramatic. The Hand 
of the Cause had urged them not to rely on prearranged 
lectures, but to go instead to the cafeterias and other 
places and, in a dignified and pleasant manner, intro
duce themselves as Baha'is. They should emphasize, 
he said, that the Faith has an administrative order to 
which one must be obedient. That evening, when the 
teams returned, they related that some students and 
faculty had accepted the Faith. In the three days before 
the opening of the conference, about 700 students 
were enrolled. As a result of that experience, student 
teaching became a regular feature of the National 
Youth Committee-whether through proclamation or 
some other event. 

Realizing the tremendous role the Publishing Trust 
could play in teaching, Dr. Muhajir encouraged the 
National Assembly to evolve a publications plan in all 
languages-a plan that included translations and 
printing and reprinting of older titles. Each state 
would be responsible for its local language publica
tions under the Publishing Trust. Mrs. Iran Muhcijir 
helped strengthen the Trust's program, while her 
husband's far-sightedness and encouragement made 
the Trust an effective back-up machinery in the mass 
teaching work. 

It was Dr. Muhajir who first conceived the idea of a 
simple, attractive pamphlet (folder) with a detachable 
post-paid reply card for inquirers to indicate whether 
they wished to attend Baha'i .meetings, accept litera
ture, receive Baha'i visitors, or declare their belief in 
Baha'u'llah. These pamphlets became a part of the 
proclamation program, while in Delhi a separate 
Proclamation Department was established. Dr. 
Muhajir also was responsible for initiating a Baha'i 

,Correspondence Course. 
Traveling through Africa in 1972, the Hand of the 

Cause was struck by the urgent need to rush im
mediate help to the countries that were far behind in 
reaching the goals of the Nine .Year Plan. In response 
to that need, he proposed that large numbers of 
traveling teachers be brought to those countries from 
Iran, India, Malaysia and the Philippines to help in the 
teaching work, a proposal that was approved by the 
Universal House of Justice. How Bahci'u'llah blessed 
the efforts of those teachers in Africa is now a part of 
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The Hand of the Cause of God Ra1;lmatu'lldh Muhajir was a 
participant in many schools and conferences in India. He was 

Baha'i history. Help was literally air-lifted to those 
struggling countries, enabling the goals to be won. 

At the Hong Kong International Conference, Dr. 
Muhajir brought many countries together in collabora
tion. Contributions for jeeps, publishing materials, 
and many other activities were pledged, and the con
ference achieved practical results, one of which was 
the holding of an All Asian Women's Conference in 
New Delhi in 1977, which, more than anything else, 
helped raise the consciousness of Baha'i communities 
in India regarding the crucial role of women in the 
Faith. 

Dr. Muhajir's last major contribution in India was 
the setting up of projects in a collaborative effort be
tween India and Malaysia through the South India 
Project that revitalized the southern area of the coun
try and laid the groundwork for further growth. He 
visited India in September 1978, a year after the start of 
the project, and toured the entire country, this time 
beginning a major teaching project in East India. 

In March 1979 Dr. Muhajir was in India again, and 
undertook an extensive tour of the projects in the 
South and other areas, reaching Calcutta in April. 
Although physically exhausted, he phoned Delhi each 
day to determine whether the new Seven Year Plan 
had been received, then convened a meeting of the 
National Spiritual Assembly immediately upon re
ceipt of the document. As he read through the Plan in 
Delhi, he was a changed man-full of energy and 
vitality. He helped the National Assembly formulate 
its reponse to the Plan, then left for Bangladesh and 
the Far East. 

On the second day of the last National Convention 
(1979), the gathering was electrified to see Dr. Muhajir 
suddenly appear there. He called on the friends from 
every State to formulate their own projects for a new 

scheduled to return there early in 1980 before his untimely death 
while on a teaching trip to South America. 

push toward expansion/consolidation. 
Immediately after the Convention, the Counsellors 

had convened a meeting of all Auxiliary Board mem
bers to study the Seven Year Plan. At that meeting the 
Hand of the Cause presented the teaching plans 
worked out earlier by the representatives from the 
provinces in respons~ to his request. In two hours, 
there was explanation and encouragement for the vital 
arm of the Auxiliary Board to lend support to these 
plans. 

The ocean of the Indian masses seemed to evoke a 
response in Dr. Muhajir's heart. He longed to open the 
floodgates for their entry into the Cause of the Lord of 
Hosts. And how hard he tried! 

Dr. Muhajir felt very close to the National Spiritual 
Assembly of India, and however frail an instrument 
we as a community·were for God's purpose for the 
masses, the magic of his presence unfailingly rallied 
us. When he appeared, all our problems suddenly 
appeared petty. How we miss hi}:n now! 

He.had wanted tIa~iratu'I-Quds in Leh in Ladakh 
in the extreme north, in Kanya Kumari in the south
ernmost end of the country, and in Kalimpong, the 
gateway to the Rortheast. God willing, we will achieve 
all these goals. 

Dr. Muhajir inspired contributions for the continua
tiOIl of the South and East India Projects, then one 
afternoon he flew westward to the Holy Land. Months 
later, he telephoned from Brazil to ask that someone be 
sent to Trinidad to help with the teaching there, and 
closed with this question: "How many Baha'is are 
there in India now?" 

He arranged the plans and bade us farewell. May his 
spirit always rejoice. May his soul in the Kingdom 
know just how much we love him and miss his physi
cal presence. 
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BAHA'I WEEK 

A festive Naw-Ruz celebration inaugurates 
a week of proclamation and teaching activities 

sponsored by the Baha'is of Trinidad and Tobago 

Samuel Lancaster, a member of the the National Baha'i Center that inau
Baha'i community of Port of Spain, gurated 'Baha'i Week,' a series of proc
Trinidad, addresses the audience dur- lamation activities in Trinidad and To
ing a Naw-RUzo~rvance March 21 at bago. 
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More than 200 people, Baha'is 
and non-Baha'is, gathered March 
21 at the National'Baha'i Center in 
Port of Spain, Trinidad, to usher in 
the new Baha'i year and to in
augurate "Baha'i Week" in Trini
dad and Tobago. 

The week-long proclamation 
event was publicized on radio, in 
newspapers, and by eye-catching 
banners hung across streets at 
various high volume traffic loca
tions in Port of Spain and Scar
borough, Trinidad, and at Crown 
Point Airport on Tobago. Banners 
bearing the caption "Baha'i Week 
March 21-28, 1981 ... The Baha'i 

"Faith: Security for a Failing World" 
were seen by many and were the 
topic of. Q.umerous conversations. 

A Baha'i exhibit displayed at the 
University of the West Indies dur
ing the week prior to the seven-day 
proclamation remained in place 
during the proclamation itself. 

Special guests at a public meet
ing March 21 at the National Center 
to give Baha'i Week an enthusiastic 
start included Auxiliary Board 
member Laurence Coward; the 
Hon. George Neehall, mayor of 
Port of Spain; Senators Hamilton 
Holder and Muriel Donawa: 
McDavidson; Sir Arthur McShine, 
vice-president of the senate; and I 
the Rev. Ken Cadette, director of 
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the television program "Religious 
Unity." 

Following a welcoming address 
by the chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Trinidad and 
Tobago, Mayor Neehall expressed 
his desire "to bring you greetings 
and give you God's blessings at the 
beginning of your New Year." 

During his remarks, Sen. Holder 
referred to the persecution of 
Baha'is in Iran, asking his audience 
to "say a silent prayer to Almighty 
God so that He may give the entire 
Faith and its organization the 
strength and the grace to bear up 
with the tribulation and look for
ward perhaps to a brighter future." 

Sen. McDavidson quoted the 
words of 'Abdu'l-Baha on unity in 
diversity, ac!ding that "the Baha'i 
Faith seems to provide the cement 
that can fuse the diverse peoples 
and races of the world into one 
human family by the insistence of 
the prophet Baha'u'llah on the 
oneness of mankind and the essen
tial unity of religion. Every aspect 
of its teachings and activities has as 
its aim unity in diversity." 

The members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly accepted spe
cial gifts offered to that institution, 
after which the Naw-Rtiz celebra
tion that launched Baha'i Week 
concluded with a potluck dinner. 

Throughout the week, movies 
were shown for visitors to the Na
tional Baha'i Center in Port of 
Spain. References to Baha'i Week 
were broadcast and appeared in 
print during the week. One TV sta
tion carried an interview on the 
significance of Naw-Rtiz, and a 
radio station broadcast an inter
view with a Baha'i about the week's 
events and the persecution of the 
believers in Iran. 

A fireside March 28, arranged 
and served by the Palmyra Baha'i 
community, attracted nearly 200 
seekers and was a fitting conclu
sion to Baha'i Week activities. 

A special guest at that fireside 
was Shamsi Sedaghat, a visitor 
from the Bahamas, who was in 
large measure responsible for the 
establishment of the Baha'i com
munity in Palmyra Village and was 

Some of the more than 200 Baha'is and Baha'i Center in Port of Spain, 
their guests who attended a Naw-Ruz Trinidad, that launched 'Baha'i Week' 
observance March 21 at the National. in Trinidad and Tobago. 

a prime mover in the c~nstruction 
of its Baha'i Center. 
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Around the world 
BrHlsh West Indies 
Errol Martin, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Leeward and 
Virgin Islands (second from left), 
presents a volume of The Baha'i 
World to His Excellency David Dale, 
governor of Montserrat, British West 
Indies, during an inter-island teaching 
project last September that was spon
sored by the Continental Board of 
Counsellors and the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Leeward and Virgin 
Islands. Present for the meeting with 
the governor were Auxiliary Board 
member Shirley Yarbough (left), Na
tional Spiritual Assembly member 
Doris Francis (second from right) and 
Auxiliary Board member Roy Massey. 
The believers discussed various aspects 
of the Faith during their hour-long 
meeting with Governor Dale. 

United States 

The final resting place of Robert 
Turner, the first black person to be
come a Baha'i in the West, has been 
located and identified with a 
gravestone placed by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the U. S. 

The burial place is in Colma, 
California, just south of the San 
Francisco city limits. 

Mr. Turner, who was a butler 
employed by Mrs. Phoebe Hearst, 
was among the first group of 14 pil-
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grims from the West to visit 
'Abdu'l-Baha in 'Akka in late 1898 
and early 1899. Among the other 
participants in that historic jour
ney, organized by Mrs. Hearst, 
were Lua Getsinger and May Bolles 
(Maxwell). 

Mr. Turner was born in Virginia 
on October 15, 1855 or 1856. He 
learned of the Faith from Edward 
and Lua Getsinger who had visited 
Mrs. Hearst in California. 

Haly 

In response to an invitation from 
the city of Milan, the Baha'i com
munity of Italy presented a series of 
six lectures on the Faith during 
January and February. The title of 
the series was "The Baha'i Faith: A 
New Religion or a Proposal for the 
Solutions of the Problems of 
Today?" 

Continental Counsellor Leo 
Niederreiter presented a lecture on 
"The Baha'i Faith and Science" to 
an audience of approximately 200. 
Another presentation by a member 
of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Italy described Baha'i solutions 
to present-day social and moral 
problems. 

Other lectures in the series out
lined the Faith's history and its re
lationship to the religions of the 
Orient and to politics. . 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
of Italy reports that the presenta
tions have produced excellent re
sults and constitute an important 
step in the achievement of the Na· 
tional Assembly's goal of makinf 
"a special effort to foster cordia 
relations with leaders of though 
and authorities." . 



·1 
Caroline Islands 

Richard Benson, a Continental 
Counsellor for Australasia who has 
been pioneering in that part of the 
world for 15 years, was unani
mously confirmed January 19 as 
Associat~ Justice of the Supreme 
Court by the Congress of the Fed
erated States of Micronesia. 

Counsellor Benson's appoint
ment was reported on the front 
page of The National Union, the offi
cial publication of the Federated 
States of Micronesia. 

Zimbabwe 

The Hand of the Cause of God 
John Robarts was present March 22 
for the dedication of the new local 
l:Ia~iratu'I-Quds at Templeton 
Ranch, Mtoroshanga, Zimbabwe. 

Funds for this Baha'i Center were 
raised by the women of Templeton 
Ranch Compound who baked 
small cakes and sold them to work
ers at a nearby mine. The building, 
which is large enough to accom
modate up to 50 people, was built 
by four Baha'i men. 

The dedication ceremony in
eluded the reading of prayers, a 
brief address by Mr. Robarts, and 
singing. The Spiritual Assembly of 
Templeton Ranch waS presented 
with gifts from the Continental 
Board of Counsellors, the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Zimbabwe, 
visiting believers from Zambia, and 
the Rose Garden Baha'i commu
nity near Salisbury. One gift for the 
new l:I~atu'I-Quds, a rendering 
of the Greatest Name, arrived by 
air from the United States. 

The program was followed by 
the serving of food that had been 
prepared in large iron kettles 
placed on open fires. 

"With the addition of Judge Ben
son," states the article, "we can 
rest assured that our first Supreme 
Court will be nobly manned, will 
serve us well and do honour to the 
name of justice." 

Counsellor Benson has ex
pressed his intention to stay on the 
high court only until a qualified 
Micronesian can take his place. He 
pledged to help develop and train 
Micronesian citizens for future 

The Hand of the Cause of God John 
Robarts (left) and a group of local be
lievers participate in the dedication of 
the new fl~iratu'l-Quds of Templeton 
Ranch, Zimbabwe, on March 22. The 

Chile 

A total of 56 adults, four youth 
and 19 children declared their be
lief in Baha'u'llah last September 
during a trip by three traveling 
teachers to Arica and 10 other 
communities in the northernmost 
sector of Chile. 

The settling of a pioneer in the 
goal city of Arica, Chile, has made 
it possible for traveling teachers to 
reach these remote communities. 
During the teaching trip last Sep
tember, five communities were 
opened to the Faith while new 
enrollments and deepening ses
sions were reported in the other 
communities visited. 

"It was a trip that was beautiful 
in every respect," wrote one of the 
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judicial leadership. 
The front-page article on Judge 

Benson's appointment concludes: 
"His conduct on the bench, his 
scholarship, his integrity and his 
overall professionalism are re
garded as beyond reproach . . . the 
nominee's personal character, too, 
is unassail~ble-he being de
scribed by one witness as a 'gen
tleman in the truest sense of the 
word.' " 

thatched-roof structure was built by 
four Baha'i men and can accommodate 
up to 50 people. Funds for the building 
were raised by local Baha'i women who 
baked and sold small cakes. 

Baha'is. "The Aymara are people 
who have had access to education. 
Almost all know how to read and 
write, and they accept the Faith 
with their hearts as well as with 
their minds." . 

Central African Republic 

Auxiliary Board member Albert 
Lincoln and five members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Central African Republic were re
ceived by the nation's president 
and his ministers during a New 
Year's reception for all religious 
groups at the presidential palace. 

A Baha'i prayer for unity was 
read, and the president shook 
hands with each of the six believ
ers. 
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HawaII 

Delegates to the Baha'i National Con
vention in Honolulu, Hawaii, April 
24-26, gathered for this group photo
graph. All 57 delegates voted in the 
election of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Hawaiian Islands. 

Germany 
An illustrated full-page article 

expressing sorrow and indignation 
at the persecution of Baha'is in Iran 
appeared January 3 in "Die Welt," 
a Gennan newspaper with a circu
lation of more than 350,000. 

The writer, Harald Vocke, who 
clearly has a great love for Iran and 
its culture, describes Edward 
Granville Browne's fascination 
with the early history of the Faith. 

In his art,icle Mr. Vocke speaks of 
the burning love for God that im
pelled the martyrs of that age to 
welcome death in His path and 
shows how this self-sacrificing 
spirit lives again in the Baha'is of 
the present day. 

The article concludes: "It would 
be easy for the Baha'is of Persia to 
leave the path of love and tolerance 
... But they are ready to die for 
their Faith. Their plight affects us 
directly. 

"The credibility of western 
democracy in the Persia of the fu
ture will depend upon our sym
pathy for these guiltless victims 
. . . When will Europe finally 
understand the cry of the perse
cuted Baha'is?" 
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Members of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Hawaiian Islands elected 
at the National Convention in April are 
(left to right) Tony. Pelle, vice
chairman; Tracy Hamilton, chairman; 

Australia 

The Hand of the Cause of God H. Collis 
Featherstone (second from left in front 
row) and the seven Counsellors who 
comprise the recently-appointed Con
tinental Board of Counsellors for Aus
tralasia posed Jor this group photo
graph during their inaugural meeting 
in January at the Baha'i House of Wor
ship in Sydney, Australia. They are 
(front row left to right) Ben Ayala, Mr. 
Featherstone, Tinai Hancock, Lisiata 
Maka, and (back row left to right) 
Suhayl 'Ala'i, Dr. Peter Khan, Richard 
Benson, and Owen Battrick. 

Elizabeth Hollinger, secretary; S. Pat
tabi Raman; Duane Troxel; Elizabeth 
Habermann, recorder; Brad Hollinger, 
treasurer; Craig Quick, and Gary Mor
rison. 

- - -----------



Canada 
Canada's National Teaching 

Committee reports a recent break
through in ethnic teaching that 
coincides with the increased perse
cution of believers in Iran. 

A recent teaching project in Van
couver' British Columbia, resulted 
in the enrollment of 15 Sikhs origi
nally from India and a member of 
the Doukhobor minority that im
migrated from Russia to Canada. 

Thirteen Vietnamese people 
entered the Faith in Nanaimo, 
British Columbia. A Laotian family 
helped strengthen a Spiritual As
sembly in Newfoundland. 

In Saskatoon, the Baha'i com
munity held a supper for 30 Viet
namese refugees. The speaker was 
a Vietnamese believer from Regina, 
Saskatchewan, who explained the 
Faith with a teaching book. Nine 
Vietnamese then declared their be
lief in Baha'u'nah. 

Five Vietnamese entered the 
Faith in January in Sannich, British 
Columbia.. Winnipeg and 
Niagara-on-the-Lake have also re
ported new Southeast Asian be
lievers who entered Canada 
through refugee sponsorship pro
grams. 

The Hand of the Cause of God 
'Ali-Mu1J.ammad Varqa visited 
Baha'i communities.in Alberta and 
British Columbia, Canada, last 
November. Three hundred believ
ers gathered in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, to hear the Hand of the 
Cause speak about.the importance 
of developing a personal teaching 
plan. He also described the "vic
tories which come with self
discipline." 

While in Vancouver, Dr. Varqa 
spoke to Baha'i youth at a special 
meeting arranged {or them. He told 
the youth that their role can be a 
crucial one in the development of 
the Cause in pioneering, teaching 
and child education. 

The Hand of the Cause ad
dressed a group of 50 believers 
from distant locations who 
gathered in Nanaimo, British 
Columbia. Dr. Varqa spoke to an
other audience of 100 believers in 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, on 
November 7. 

The Canadian Baha'i community 
now has recognition as a sponsor
ing body for refugees. Local As
semblies have been briefed on the 
sponsorship program that is now 
in its start-up phase. 

The Canadian International De
velopment Agency has made a 
funding grant to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Canada to 

Thailand 

Jamshed K. Fozdar, a Baha'i author 
from Sri Lanka (left), presents a ropy of 
his book, Buddha Maitrya
Amitabha Has Appeared, to His Ex
cellency Dr. Thanat Khoman, deputy 
prime minister of Thailand, during 
their meeting last February in 

EI Salvador 

Two hundred-fifty people from 
30 localities in EI Salvador and from 
neighboring Costa Rica and 
Guatemala attended a summer 
school held last December 30-
January 4 at the Poly technical Insti
tute in Santa Tecla, EI Salvador. 

Auxiliary Board member Rod
rigo Tomas conducted classes on 
The Hidden Words of Baha'u'lltih, The 
Reality of Man, and soul, mind and 
spirit. 

Members of the National 

support the work of Radio Baha'i in 
Otavalo, Ecuador. This is the first 
time thatC.I.D.A. funds have been 
granted for a Baha'i project. 

Radio Baha'i, opened in 1975 and 
located in the center of the indig
enous Quechua area of Ecuador, is 
owned and operated by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of 
Ecuador. 

Bangkok, Thailand. Dr. Khoman has 
known of the Faith for many years, 
having spoken at a Baha'i-sponsored 
World Religion Day observance in the 
early 1~50s when he was Thailand's 
foreign' minister. 

Spiritual Assembly of EI Salvador 
and its National Teaching Commit
tee presented additional subjects 
including the Seven Year Plan, 
prayer and fasting, and the Baha'i 
education of children. 

The five-day school schedule 
also included music, recreation and 
a talent show. At the conclusion of 
the summer school, ten partici
pants including one entire family 
declared their beliefin Baha'u'IIah. 
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Papua New Guinea 

Deepening institutes were held 
last November and December in 
three provinces of Papua New 
Guinea. 

Participants at the deepening in
stitute in Lae made the two-day 
journey from Kimbe to Lae via 
ship. Sessions at the two-day 
meeting, organized by the Spiritual 
Assemblies' of Lae and Talasea, 
were conducted on progressive 
revelation, Baha'i history, the 

Greece 

Malawi 

Eighty people in four goal dis
tricts of Malawi embraced the Faith 
in January through the effmis of 
two traveling teachers from Europe 
and a local Baha'i. 

During their latest two-week 
visit to Malawi, the Baha'is from 
Italy and Germany met with dis
trict commissioners and school 
headmasters. 

A new believer in Mchinji, 
Malawi, told the traveling teachers 
that he had been praying fGr years 
to find the Faith. Another new 
Baha'i asked why the visitors had 
not brought the Message of 
Bahci'u'IIah earlier. 
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.Spiritual Assembly, and Baha'i 
laws. 

Residents of 15 villages attended 
the institute held November 14-16 
in Sogeri in the central province of 
Papua. They made teaching and 
consolidation plans and discussed 
typical village problems. 

Two members of the Auxiliary 
Board participated in the institute 
held December 20-21 in Popon-

The Netherlands 

Four hundred-fifty believers in
cluding more than 120 children and 
youth participated· in the Dutch 
winter school at Oost-Kapelle on 
the North Sea coast last December 
27-January 3. 

Betty Reed, a Continental Coun
sellor for Europ.e, spoke on the 
topics: "Why and how should we 
teach?", "What is deepening?" and 
"Baha'i youth, the hope for the fu
ture." 

Children's classes were held for 
10 age groups between 3 and 12 
years of age with 90 children par
ticipating in classes prepared by 
the Children's Teaching Commit
tee. Thirty youngsters between the 

........ _ .. _--_. 

detta that was attended by ap
proximately 20 believers from 10 
villages. It was the first deepening 
institute ever held in that area. One 
participant who has been a Baha'i 
for seven years said that he had 
never, until then, really under
stood the Faith. 

Similar deepening institutes are 
being planned in Papua New 
Guinea. 

This group of Greek Baha'i youth and 
their non-Baha'i guests parlidpated in 
the second youth winter school in 
Patra, Greece, during the last week of 
December 1980. Auxiliary Board 
member Harold Bogie was one of the 
partidpants. 

ages of 12 and 15 had their own 
program . ~s did the 40 youth be
tween the ages of 15 and 18. 

Classes for children and youth 
are an outstanding element of 
Baha'i schools in The Netherlands 
and have inspired the holding of 
regular classes throughout the 
country during the year: Two dedi
cated Baha'i school committees in
sure that schools act as a catalyst in 
the Dutch Baha'i community. 



au 

India 

The Message of Baha'u'llah was 
taken to 95 communities through
out the State of Punjab, India, 
during a two and one-half month 
traveling teaching trip by Salisa 
Kermani of Poona, India. Mrs. 
Kermani began her travels last 
November 10. 

Mrs. Kermani's fluency in Hindi 
made possible many contacts with 
women and village residents who 
cannot otherwise communicate di
rectly with traveling teachers. She 
spoke at dozens of schools and 
colleges. 

After she had spent 15 days in 
Jammu, Kashmir, the friends there 
would not let Mrs. Kermani depart. 
They even changed the da te of her 
departure ticket. That same day, 
reported Mrs. Kermani, "we were 
able to establish two Local Spiritual 
Assemblies and another group was 
able to establish yet one more Local 
Spiritual Assembly . . . so three 
Assemblies were established." 

Mrs. Kermani addressed an 
audience of 200 people in Firozpur, 
Punjab, on the border of India and 
Pakistan. Later, following her par
ticipation in a prayer meeting in a 
Hindu temple, Mrs. Kermani was 
invited to speak about the Faith at a 
secondary girl's school with an 
enrollment of 600. Following that 
talk, the principal of the school de
clared her belief in Bah~'u'llah and 
joined Mrs. Kermani for traveling 
teaching. 

An important recent develop
ment in the five-year-old New Era 
High School Rural Development 
Project at Panchgani, India, has 
been the recognition of Baha'i mor
ality classes by district education 
authorities. 

The development project in 
Krishna Valley, some 2,500 feet 
below the Baha'i-operated New 
Era High School, has concentrated 
on raising living standards through 
education of villagers and training 
in agriculture, livestock raising, 
family health, nutrition, and wel
fare. 

Baha'i classes are held for 250 
children in the Chikhi School. In 
another school in Dhawli Village, 
continuous classes are held for all 

of the 50 students. In both schools 
children know Baha'i prayers and 
something of the history of the 
Faith and Baha'u'llah's teachings. 

A direct outcome of the moral 
education program has been the 
acceptance of the Faith by 80 per 
cent of the residents of this village, 
one of the poorest in the valley. 

The Rural Development Project's 

Progress on the ancillary building of 
the Mother Temple of the Indian sub
continent at New Delhi can be seen in 
this photograph taken January 15. 
Reinforcement of the walls and the 
scaffolding for the roof slab are visible. 

Baha'i assistance to rural indus
try is the aim of the New Era Insti
tute of Rural Technology that 
opened training classes in February 
1980 at Panchgani, India, on land 
made available by the New Era 
High School. 

The area to be served by the new 
Institute, located 65 miles northwest 
of Poona, India, near a town 
of 50,000, takes in 100 villages with 

Nigeria 

Thirty-six believers from Oyo, 
Benin, Ewara and Lagos states in 
Nigeria participated in a Naw-Rliz 
celebration in He, Nigeria, that 
culminated with a regional teach
ing conference March 22 at He Uni
versity. 

Auxiliary Board member Kiser 
Barnes presented some ideas on 
ways to teach women. Jeff Gruber, 
a member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Nigeria, presented a 
summary of the three-year second 
phase of the Seven Year Plan dur
ing which the friends enthusi
astically applauded the announce
ment of each of the goals. 

Two regional newspapers des
cribed the Baha'i Naw-Ruz obser
vance. Radio Oyo broadcast 
"happy new year"wishes to the 
Baha'is several times on Naw-Ruz. 

new focus is to create a model 
community in this predominantly 
Baha'i village with the Spiritual As
sembly channeling spiritual, eco
nomic and social programs. The 
emphasis will be on fostering the 
basic socio-economic unit-the 
family. Youth leadership training 
will be an important consideration. 

an average population of 1,000 per 
village. 

The Institute provides short, in
tensive courses in various skills of
fered on a "learning-while
earning" basis; technical assistance 
to local residents setting up small 
industries; and information from 
publications on similar work being 
carried out elsewhere. The Insti
tute has a staff of three. 

Conference participants at
tended a Naw-Ruz luncheon at 
the university. Later, they traveled 
to the nearby village of Oluwada to 
help clear the land around that 
community's Baha'i Center. 

Colombia 
Four thousand, seven hundred

nineteen people in six areas of 
Colombia declared their belief in 
Baha'u'llah in January. 

The lO-day teaching effort was 
directed by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Colombia and in
volved 60 believers who worked 
actively to achieve the impressive 
result. 
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The seven Baha'i martyrs of Hamadan, Iran, 
are shown in a photo taken during the 
month of Farvardin 1360 (March 21-ApriI21, 
1981) in the prison at Hamadan. The seven 
are (standing left to right) Husayn Khandil, 

Dr. Nasir Vafa'i, Suhrab Habibi, Dr. Firuz 
Na'imi, Tarazullah Khuzayn, and (kneeling 
left to right) Suhayl Habibi, Husayn Mutlaq. 
They were executed at dawn on June 14. 

WITH STRICKEN HEARTS SHARE NEWS SEVEN MEMBERS LOCAL SPIRITUAL AS· 
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MR. SUHAYL HABIBI, MR. SUHRAB HABIBI, DR. NASIR VAFA'I, DR. FIRUZ NA'IMI, 
MR. HUSAYN KHANDIL, AND MR. TARAZULLAH KHUZAYN. 
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World Centre 

Glorious triumphs, new challenges 

To the Bahd'{s oj the World 
Dear Bahd 'f Friends, 

At the outset of the Seven Year Plan, faced with 
tremendous tasks to be accomplished by the Baha'i 
world, and confronted by the seemingly crippling finan
ciallosses that resulted from the savage onslaught of in
veterate enemies upon the valiant believers in the Cradle 
of the Faith, the Universal House of Justice turned with 
fervent hope to the believers in the rest of the world, 
calling upon them to arise and champion the cause of 
their persecuted brethren in the international arena and, 
through self-sacrifice and the exercise of wise steward
ship of the funds of the Faith, to enable its work to go 
forward unhindered by the sudden inability of the be
lievers in Iran to continue their major role in providing 
the life-blood of the Cause. In both fields, these past 
two years have witnessed astonishing victories. 

The manner in which the case of the persecuted Faith 
of Baha'u'lhili has been blazoned in the media, convey
ing its message to millions of souls who had scarcely if 
at all heard of it before; and the degree to which world 
authorities have risen to plead its case and call for its 
vindication, have both been witnessed with eager and 
uplifted hearts by Baha'is in all lands. Now the Uni
versal House of Justice has instructed us to inform you 
that in supporting the Baha'i International Fund the 
self-sacrificing followers of the Blessed Beauty have 
won similar victories. 

The manifold acts of devotion and service that have 
been so distinctive a mark of progress in the opening 
phase of the Seven Year Plan have not only laid a firm 
foundation for the development of the institutions of 
the Faith worldwide, but have also been manifested in 
an outpouring of financial substance that has made pos
sible the setting of goals for the second phase of the 
Plan that will enhance the prestige of our beloved Faith 
and hasten the day of its complete emergence from ob
scurity. 

The financial needs of the first phase of the Plan have 
been fully met. The teaching work has continued with 
unabated zeal. The Seat of the Universal House of Jus
tice is now nearing completion and the funds required 
for that tremendous task are in hand. The Mashriqu'l
Adhkar of the Indian sub-continent is rising and the 
work on that for Samoa will shortly begin. 

Now the Universal House of Justice turns with loving 

confidence to those beloved ones of God who have re
sponded with such zeal to fulfill the commitments that it 
has been guided to undertake, and has asked us to lay 
before you the needs of the year which has just begun. 

Although the task of raising the Seat of the House of 
Justice on God's Holy Mountain is now well-nigh be
hind us, the work on the two Mashriqu'l-Adhkars has 
acquired additional urgency. The unstable condition of 
the world and rapidly rising prices make it essential to 
complete these two enterprises at the earliest possible 
date. Thus, major expenditures which it had been hoped 
could be spread over a number of years must be met 
within the next twelve months. 

The public attention drawn to the Faith by the Iranian 
situation and the many valuable friendships and con
tacts that have been made with those in authority de
mand, if the ground now gained is not to be rapidly lost, 
expansion and intensification of the activities of the rep
resentatives of the Baha'i International Community 
with the United Nations and its specialized agencies, as 
well as with other international bodies such as the Par
liament of Europe. The Universal House of Justice has 
therefore taken the decision to establish an office of the 
Baha'i International Community at Geneva, with a full
time representative. It has also become necessary to al
locate large sums to the provision of a wider range of 
Baha'i literature in many languages and to develop 
Baha'i use of radio. 

The Universal House of Justice has estimated that to 
meet all these urgent goals as well as carrying on the cur
rent work of the faith during the year 1981/82, an in
crease of 50 per cent over the amount of contributions 
for the year just past will be required. It therefore asks 
every believer and every community to consider prayer
fully the degree to which they can take part in this 
mighty effort, and to strain every sinew to ensure that 
the tasks placed by an omniscient and all-wise Ordainer 
on the shoulders of His privileged lovers will be worthily 
and speedily performed. 

The House of Justice assures you all of its loving, fer
vent prayers in the Holy Shrines for your guidance and 
assistance. 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
The Universal House oj Justice 

Department oj the Secretariat 
June 8, 1981 
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National Conventions 

Redeeming the sacrifices 

Cablegrams dispatched to the World Centre from Na
tional Conventions in progress during the Ridvan period 
tell the story of a resolute community of the Most Great 
Name, stirred by the challenging messages directed to 
them by the Universal House of Justice, deeply moved 
by the suffering of their Persian brethren, conscious of 
their debt to the Iranian followers of Baha'u'llah, and 
determined to redeem the sacrifices made in His name. 

Almost without exception, those who gathered on 
five continents and in remote islands and territories re
fer to victories gained in the names of the precious 
deceased Hands of the Cause of God, and of the 
present-day martyrs to that same Cause. 

Another strong theme woven through the messages of 
loyalty and loving support of the Supreme Institution is 
gratitude for the role of the Continental Boards of 
Counsellors, and appreciation for the assistance of the 
Auxiliary Boards. 

Baha'i life, its distinctive character, and its enhance
ment and enrichment is a major theme of many delib
erations. But the dominant refrain that comes through 
clearly in almost every case is the "pledge" to win all 
goals of the ne~ three-year phase of the Seven Year 
Plan. Over and over, communities report "animated 
consultation" or "radiant spirits" as they pore over the 
challenges given them in the messages-"resolved," 
"dedicated," "committed" or "galvanized" to act 
upon them all with "unity," "eagerly" and "joy
ously." 

News from Uganda brought a special thrill, as that 
National Assembly announced its re-formation after a 
lapse of three years of troublous times and tragic events. 

Of the 132 National Spiritual Assemblies formed, six 
were elected for the first time: Bermuda, Leeward Is
lands, Windward Islands, Tuvalu, South West Af
rica/Namibia, and Bophuthatswana. From the inau
gural Conventions of the newest national bodies, the 
following excerpts are shared: 

Bermuda reports "inexpressible joy this momentous 
occasion, erection yet another pillar in the Americas. 
Spirit permeating Convention awakened Bermudian in
terest investigation Revelation . . . Convention blessed 
attendance Hand Cause Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih 
Khanum, Counsellor Sarah Pereira, (U.S.) National 
Spiritual Assembly representative Glenford Mitchell." 

The Hand of the Cause herself cabled: "Blessed isle 
Bermuda, pearl Atlantic, uplifted new 
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heights . . . wonderful spirit reception preceding Con
vention, graciously attended (by) Premier's wife, also 
leading Senator and Minister Health, other distin
guished guests including 63 overseas Baha'is. Premier 
cordially received me. Spoke Rotary Club, television, 
press, radio interviews, myself and others. Baha'i pro
grams saturated public news, our historic election fust 
National Spiritual Assembly." 

From its seat in St. John's, Antigua, the Leeward Is
lands Convention cables: " ... Prayers, guidance, 
your faith in us have made possible this joyous occasion 
inauguration National Spiritual Assembly Leeward Is
lands. Also thank you further pleasure, distinct honor 
presence Hand Cause Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih 
Khinum . . . 67 believers present from 16 islands. Hap
py announce dedication beautifully redecorated new 
Haziratu'l-Quds. Your message created enthusiasm, 
determination fulfill new goals." 

Windward Islands cabled: "With joyful hearts, sing
ing paean praise inaugural Convention. Bounty of pres
ence Hand Cause Varqa . . . many friends three is
lands. Some friends Grenada and all Dominica unable 
to attend (due to) bad weather conditions. Delighted an
nounce formation 41 LSAs all islands. Hopefully 17 
more. Generous gift Haziratu'l-Quds St. Lucia, from 
Paris . . . Greetings exchanged amateur radio from D0-
minica to Convention." 

From its seat in Funafuti, the new National Spiritual 
Assembly of Tuvalu hails the "marked victory of the 
ninth pillar of the Universal House of Justice in Aus
tralasia . . . Convention uplifted presence Hand of 
Cause of God Collis Featherstone ... " Mr. Feather
stone comments: "National Spiritual Assembly now es
tablished . . . presence all delegates. Convention held in 
new nine-sided meeting centre. Wonderful spirit 
throughout. Plans made, firm foundation Assembly." 

From Windhoek, seat of the National Spiritual As
sembly of South West Africa/Namibia comes an ex
pression of "heartfelt gratitude your representative 
Hand Cause William Sears . . . Also present Coun
sellor Masehla, 4 National Spiritual Assembly represen
tatives, 4 Auxiliary Board members, 10 delegates, 66 be
lievers, 10 children ... All greatly inspired by beloved 
Hand, election first National Spiritual Assembly." 

Assembled at Mmabatho, Bophuthatswana, the dele
gates to the first Convention of that young nation of 



Shown here are delegates and guests at the 21st Bahd'{ 
National Convention of the Dominican Republic held in 
Santiago de los Cabal/eros. 

southern Africa cabled the Universal House of Justice: 
"Inspired presence Hand Cause John Ro
barts ... Grateful guidance Universal House of 
Justice, parent Assembly (of) South and West Africa 
and representative (of) Counsellors ... Assembly goal 
already achieved . . . Determination surpass goal fulfill 
confidence beloved House. Total attendance 
117 ... Request prayers, guidance." 

Following are brief excerpts from the many other 
reports received from National Conventions around the 
world: 

Alaska-"Resolved spiritually conquer financial 
goals ... $24,000 raised." 

Argentina-New Assembly "includes representatives 
of Toban, Mataco tribes ... Believers Chaco elected 
seven Assemblies by own efforts." 

Australia-"Eagerly anticipate historic step reinforc
ing Japan-Australia spiritual axis referred to (by) be
loved Guardian." 

Bolivla-"Overjoyed permission House Justice to ap
ply for radio frequency." 

Canada-"Profoundly grateful privilege host Inter
national Conference Montreal 1982 . . . our love, our 
hearts our all go out to the Universal House of Justice, 
for whom, in name Baha'u'lhih, we stand poised and 
ready to do what has been asked of us." 

Costa Rlca-"Active participation indigenous dele
gates, high attendance." 

Dominican Republic-"All goals first stage 
won ... Youth carrying the plan forward." 

Ecuador-"Large turnout ... believers prepare up
coming International Conference Quito." 

EI Salvador-"Goal 110 Local Spiritual Assemblies 
accomplished.' , 

France-"150 participants shared spirituality, fer
vour, enthusiasm to achieve second phase Seven Year 
Plan. French community deeply moved ... and ex
presses respectfully, deep devotion and love." 

The Gambia-"Contributions made four Funds. Re
ported Assemblies formed surpassed goal first phase." 

Germany-"We are glad about the formation of 83 
Local SpiritUal Assemblies on Ridvan and deeply moved 
that the sacrifices of our Persian brethren have resulted 
in a lasting echo. By news agencies' reports, some SO 
press articles, several broadcasting interviews and at 
least one nation-wide transmission." 

ltaly-"20th Italian Convention, hearts full of joy 
presence beloved Hand Cause Giachery." 

Japan-"Beseech prayers for early fulfillment pro
phecy of 'Abdu'l-Baha for this country." 

Malaysla-"Enough funds raised for child education 
material printing project." 

South and West Africa-"Hearts burdened con
tinuous persecution ... yet joyous, uplifted advances, 
expansion Holy Cause God. Blessed presence beloved 
Hand William Sears." 

Suriname and Frencb Gulana-' 'Suriname numerical 
goals LSAs, localities for second phase Plan already 
surpassed. In response to call LSAs, individuals con
tributed 1,500 Suriname Guilders to National Fund." 

Tballand-"Spirit sacrifice evidenced generous out
pouring cash, pledges ensuring continued financial self
sufficiency. " 

Togo-"Unprecedented participation in Togo Baha'i 
annals . . . more than double all previous Conven
tions. " 

Tonga-"Twelfth Convention ... total attendance 
125 adults, 106 youths, 120 children. Largest represen
tation ever from outer island groups." 

United Klngdom-"Loving greetings 81 delegates, 
560 friends ... Joyfully announce formation 174 As
semblies . . . Inspired shining example beloved breth
ren under fire persecution Iran. Make us worthy serve 
befittingly. " 

United States-"2,OOO gathered at 72nd Conven
tion ... in presence of Hands of the Cause 
Shu'a'u'llah 'Ala'f and Zikrullah Khadem ... stirred 
by tragic news of the three martyrdoms on the eve of 
our Convention's opening ... attracting the light of 
public attention and compassion, guaranteeing growth 
and speeding the emergence of the Faith from ob
scurity." 

Shown are delegates and guests at the 15th Bahd'i Na
tional Convention of the Virgin Islands. The Conven
tion, held at the Windward Passage Hotel in St. 
Thomas, marked the first time that the Virgin Islands 
held its annual election as a separate entity owing to the 
formation this year of the first National Spiritual As
sembly of the Leeward Islands. 
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Commentary 

'Powerless to resist His force' 

The following commentary is reprinted from Baha'i 
Canada, January 1980. 

• 
No Baha'i can read a newspaper today or watch a 

television broadcast without becoming more aware of 
how tightly the nations of the world are being gripped 
by the hand of God and how powerless mankind is to re
sist His force. With each passing day, the future pre
dicted for mankind one hundred years ago in the Tab
lets of Baha'u'llah takes visible form around us. 

The correspondences in all departments of life are 
breathtaking. The gaze of the whole human race is being 
steadily riveted on those regions of the planet which 
were honored by the footsteps of the Blessed Beauty, of 
His Holiness the Bab, and of 'Abdu'l-Baha. The great 
foundation principles of Baha'u'lIah's Revelation are 
becoming the central concerns of nations, peoples and 
individuals everywhere. 

Our neighbors and friends are experiencing at first 
hand the effects of those social and spiritual develop
ments which the Guardian said would, in time, "dis
illusion the masses" and create a widespread receptivity 
for the messag~ of the Faith. 
Part of a process 

The renewed persecution which the Cause is ex
periencing in the land of its birth has heightened our 
awareness of being part of a process which is irresistible 
and divinely ordained. The news stories on the events in 
Iran have opened a door for the proclamation of some 
of the characteristic principles of the Faith which 
nothing else could have accomplished. 

Our own faith has been deepened as we have talked to 
Members of Parliament, government officials and rep
resentatives of the media about the integrity with which 
our fellow believers in Iran refused all efforts to involve 
them in political concerns. We have begun to appreciate 
the significance of such steps as the acquisition of con
sultative status at the United Nations and the formal in
corporation of our own National Assembly by Act of 
Parliament, steps through which the beloved Guardian 
painstakingly "vindicated the independent character" 
of the Faith entrusted to his care. 

Even the fate of those who have raised their hands 
against the Cause of God has been a part of our edu
cation. We have seen such people "seized with a mad
ness" as the Master predicted they would be. We have 
watched with amazement as the hatred for God and 
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man which so long motivated them is overnight exposed 
for the whole world to see and their credibility is des
troyed in the eyes of people everywhere, through their 
own acts of passion and unwisdom. 

The focus sharpens 
Recent events have suddenly sharpened the issues for 

us. Almost overnight, the forces which Baha'u'llah said 
His Revelation had unleashed have begun to reveal not 
merely the falsity of the material civilization around us, 
but its failure. The economic and even personal security 
which it promised and which always seemed reassuring
ly present, has begun to dissolve. Our hearts know that 
there is no alternative to the spiritual life which 
Baha'u'llah has brought into existence; increasingly our 
minds see the daily evidence of it. 

This is the real opportunity that history is giving us. 
Reality is coming steadily into sharper focus. Alongside 
the failure of the alternatives we see the extraordinary 
success of our Faith. We see the Baha'i community 
achieving and over-achieving every goal set for it by the 
unerring guidance of God's House of Justice. We see 
the rise and consolidation of the institutions of the Faith 
and the slow but steady emergence of the Baha'i com
munity as an alternative way of life on this earth. We see 
our fellow believers in Iran, men, women and children, 
making enormous sacrifices for the Cause of God and 
purchasing for it opportunities which are. vastly in
creasing the range of its message. 
Entering an era 

What does this mean for the Cause? It means that, no 
matter how turbulent and tragic events around us may 
be, the Cause is entering an era of unparalleled oppor
tunity. For our non-Baha'i acquaintances, the basic 
spiritual issues of life are becoming steadily clearer and 
more urgent. As the alternatives shrink and grow less 
and less secure, human beings question their previous 
assumptions and begin to look seriously at possibilities 
which had never before commanded their attention. 

The signs of this new receptivity are everywhere 
around us in the "Valley of Decision" into which the 
masses of mankind are being driven by the events of 
contemporary history. 

Decisions that are just as fundamental face us who 
have already found the Faith. We, too, have been drawn 
by the undertow of the materialistic civilization which 
produced us. No day has passed that has not seen each 
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one of us, to one extent or another, facing a real strug
gle in following 'Abdu'I-Baha's loving advice that we 
turn our gaze to spiritual reality and away from the il
luSions of the material world. The struggle has often 
been a very confused one because of the extent to which 
worldly goals and pursuits have claimed the power to 
confer well-being. 
Our own' personal lives 

Who can contemplate such developments without re
assessing his own life and priorities? The same spiritual 
forces which have brought victories to the Baha'i com
munity can open up new dimensions in the life of each 
one of us as an individual. "Let the doubter arise," 
Shoghi Effendi challenges, "and himself verify the truth 
of such assertions." 

Now is the time to put the great promises of Baha
'u'llab to the test in our own personal lives. All around 
us people are being prepared by events in their own lives 
to recognize truth when they hear and see it; now is the 
time for far greater audacity in the presentation of the 
message of the Cause. The society in which we live is 
disintegrating because it lacks any ground for moral as-

United Nations 

surance; now is the time to cultivate in our lives the 
fruits of obedience to the laws of God. The economic 
systems that promised security are failing everywhere; 
now is the time to experience for ourselves the divine 
law that "to be continually giving out ... undeterred 
by the fear of poverty and reliant on the unfailing boun
ty of the Source of all Wealth-this is the secret of right 
living." The world, Shoghi Effendi says, is "groaning, 
is dying to be led to unity"; now is the time to win the 
victory over those differences of personality and under
standing which have handicapped many of our Assem
blies and communities. 

These are the lessons which events in Iran hold for 
Baha'is everywhere. Yes, we are different. Yes, our 
moral standards are contrary to most of those current in 
present-day society. Yes, we believe that the only solu
tion to the chaos into which our world is sinking is for 
mankind to turn to the Message of God for today. Yes, 
we are immensely proud of our Faith, of its achieve
ments, its heroes and its moral character. Baha'u'llab 
Himself assures us, the day will come when this Faith 
will embrace the whole of humankind. 

The struggle for human rights 

The following statement concerning religious dis
crimination in Iran was presented to the United Nations 
by representatives of non-governmental religious or
ganizations at UN Headquarters in New York. 

• 
To respect the right of freedom of religious thought, 

association and practice is an essential measure of the 
development and maturity of peoples and nations. For 
the 154 countries of the United Nations there are stan
dards approved in the UN Charter and in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, as well as delineated in 
the International Covenant on Civil Rights and Political 
Rights. 

On behalf of a number of Religious Non-Govern
mental Organizations at United Nations Headquarters, 
we are deeply concerned over all violations of religious 
freedom wherever they occur. We feel it a solemn duty 
to call to the attention of United Nations agencies, 
governments and private organizations, as well as to our 
widespread constituency, the urgent need to be alert to 
the protection of religious freedoms. This urgency is of 
the highest priority when the very life and safety of in
dividuals of a religious community are at stake. 

While most regrettably violations occur in several 
countries, at this time we are particularly concerned 

with the grave position of the Baha'i Community of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. We urge the Islamic Republic 
of Iran and all responsible agencies and persons 
promptly to grant the Baha'i Community, as well as all 
religious minorities, full protection of life, property, as
sociation. and religious freedom. We ask that religious 
freedom, whether specifically mentioned or not in a 
Constitution of the country, be extended to include the 
release of any prisoners primarily held because of their 
religious preference and we ask for the return of or com
pensation for any confiscated or destroyed properties. 

As representatives of Religious Non-Governmental 
Organizations at United Nations Headquarters, we shall 
always plead the cause of religious freedom and seek af
firmative support of such freedom not only in the Is~ 
lamic Republic of Iran but also in all states where it is in 
jeopardy. We deplore the suffering and inhumane tribu
lation caused innocent people by the persecution of re
ligious minorities. 

Norma U. Levitt, Chairman 
for the Religious Non-Governmental 

Organizations at UN Headquarters 
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Alaska 

Planting the seeds of victory 

'Abdu'I-Baha forced the shovel 
into the still-frozen earth at the site 
of the Mother Temple of the West 
on that cold and blustery first day of 
May, 1912. 

The believers who were gathered 
with Him in Wilmette, Illinois, for 
the laying of the cornerstone of the 
Baha'( House of Worship were in
vited by the Master to turn a spade
ful of earth and dedicate it to some 
country where the Message had not 
yet been taken. 

When 33-year-old Charlotte 
Gillen lifted the spade, she called 
out the name of Alaska. Forty-eight 
years later, in 1960, she would pio
neer to Alaska where she would be 
lovingly referred to by the friends as 
"Grandma Gillen." 

Coincidentally, the first recorded 
mention of Alaska of a Bahaa'('s 
name (but not of the Faith itself) 
also occurred in 1912. On December 
30 of that year, the Nome Nugget 
reported that "Ali-Kuli Khan and 
his charming wife" were visiting the 
U.S. The article did not mention 
that the reason for their visit, at the 
direction of 'Abdu'I-Baha, was to 
assist the believers in North 
America. 

Nearly four years after Mrs. Gil
len called out the name of Alaska at 
the Temple site, the first written ap
peal from the Master for Baha'(s 
from North America to go to Alas
ka arrived in a Tablet dated April 8, 
1916. In it, He said: 

". . . Alaska is a vast country; al
though one of the maid-servants of 

The first of a three-part series on 
the history of the BaM" Faith in 
Alaska was compiledfrom informa
tion provided by Ray Hudson and 
John Kolstoe. 
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the Merciful has hastened to those 
parts, serving as a librarian in the 
Public Library, and according to 
her ability is not failing to teach the 
Cause, yet the call of the Kingdom 
of God is not yet raised through that 
spacious territory ... 

"Perchance, God willing," the 
Tablet continued, "the lights of the 
Most Great Guidance will illuminate 
that country, and the breezes of the 
rose garden of the love of God will 
perfume the nostrils of the inhabi
tants of Alaska." 

The first pioneer 

Margaret Duncan Green, the li
brarian referred to in that Tablet, is 
believed to have been the first 
Baha'( to pioneer to Alaska. She 
worked from June 1915 to June 
1918 at the public library in Juneau, 
teaching the Faith there and in 
Sitka, the former capital of Alaska. 
She also placed Baha'( books in the 
library at Juneau. 

Mrs. Green wrote p~ems about 
the Faith, some of which she sent to 
'Abdu'I-Baha. One verse of a poem 
entitled "Our Glorious Lord Eter
nal" said: "Now is the springtime 
of this truth/Time to scatter 
far/The seed that contains within its 
heart/The knowledge of Baha." 

Acknowledging her poetry, the 
Master sent her the following Tab
let: "He is Godl 0 thou daughter of 
the Kingdom, your letter and poetry 
have arrived. Your letter contained 
the supreme glad tidings 
that-praise be to Godl-the Light 
of Truth is shining in Alaska. As for 
your poetry, it was of the utmost 
eloquence and fluency. Its contents 
were very sweet. I hope that your 
desires for that country will be 
realized, and that the breezes of the 

Holy Spirit will give the people eter
nal life, that the eyes will see, the 
ears will hear, and the dead will be 
resuscitated, that every day a new 
confirmation will reach you from 
the Celestial Kingdom. In the 
Koran, the Book of God, He says, 
'He chooses whomsoever He wishes 
through His mercy, and praise be 
upon the one who follows guid
ance.' (Signed) 'Abdu'l-Baha Ab
bas." 

The second Baha'( to go to Al
aska was Mrs. Susan Rice who in 
1916 traveled up the Yukon River to 
Dawson in the Yukon Territory, 
and from there westward to Fair
banks. Her trip was later described 
in the magazine Star of the West: 

"Mrs. Susan Rice spent her vaca
tion in Alaska, and her account of 
her trip all alone way up the Yukon 
(River) to Dawson is most interest
ing. 

"At the little town of Eagle near
by, she gave the Glad Tidings to 
everybody there. This may prove to 
be a beginning which will lead even-

; tually to our reaching the Eski
mos ... who knows? 

"Mrs. Rice left believers and in
terested inquirers in Fairbanks, 
White Horse and Dawson, as well as 
one lady who traveled with her and 
heard the Message with great eager
ness and went to stay at Wiseman. 
Mrs. Rice is in touch with all these 
places." 

In 1917, the year after Mrs. Rice's 
trip, the Master again mentioned 
Alaska to the North American be
lievers, saying in a Tablet revealed 
on March 8: "Select ye important 
personages ... (to) arise and travel 
throughout Alaska . . ." 

It was not until 1919, however, 
when the Tablets of the Divine Plan 



Charlotte Gillen, who in 1912 turn
ed a spadeful of earth for Alaska at 
the dedication of the Mother Tem
ple of the West in Wilmette, Illinois, 
then pioneered there some 46 years 
later, is shown at the 1960 National 
Convention of the Bahd'(s of 
Alaska. 

were unveiled at the Ridvan cele
bration in New York City, that 
Baha'is once again arose to travel to 
the "last frontier." 

The believers who went to Alaska 
that time were Emogene Hoagg 
(1869-1945), who had been recently 
widowed and was financially inde
pendent, and Marion Jack 
(1866-1954) of New Brunswick, 
Canada, who had spent some time 
during 1908 in the Holy Land 
teaching English to ' Abdu'l-Baha's 
grandchildren. 

The two women set out from San 
Francisco in July 1919 aboard the 
Alaskan steamship Victoria, arriv
ing in Nome on or about July 15. 
From there the trip would take eight 
months and cover more than 6,000 
miles. 

On July 26 they arrived in St. Mi
chael. Unfortunately, all of Mrs. 
Hoagg's luggage except for one suit
case had been left behind in Seattle, 
and did not catch up with her until 
two months later, in Dawson. 

From St. Michael the two Baha'is 
went up the Yukon River, made a 
side trip on the Tanana River to 
Fairbanks, traveled back to the Yu
kon and then to Dawson and White
horse in Canada, and finally south 

---------

to Skagway and Juneau in Alaska. 
The passage up the Yukon was 

made aboard a commercial boat, 
the Julia B, that stopped at many 
communities along the river to de
liver supplies. 

In her diary, Mrs. Hoagg noted 
that the villages visible from the 
boat were picturesque, even if they 
were not "extraordinary in architec
ture." 

She continued: "The fishracks 
are ever present and the row of 
chained dogs always greet the boat 
with concerted howls while we will 
not mention the regiments of mos
quitoes that had such friendly in
terest in the passengers and crew 
equally. The only hope is that while 
we are being attacked the poor dogs 
are getting a rest. Never have you 
seen such mosquitoes! Without jok
ing, they penetrate the shoe, find the 
seams, and reach in for a nibble. I 
can vouch for this, having had the 
experience. " 

Usually the first thing Mrs. 
Hoagg and Miss Jack would do on 
arri\'ing in a town was to have an 
announcement placed in the local 
newspaper saying they had arrived 
from San Francisco. Sometimes the 
announcement would mention the 
Faith. 

Later they would return to the 
newspaper office, and often Mrs. 
Hoagg would be asked to submit an 
article about the Faith, which us
ually was printed in its entirety. 

An accomplished artist 
If there were no immediate; op

portunities to teach, Miss Jack 
would set up her easel and paint 
portraits, meanwhile engaging her 
subjects in conversation. Eventually 
she would ask, "Have you ever 
heard of the Baha'i Faith or 
Baha'u'llah?" 

If the person seemed interested, 
she would send him or her to Mrs. 
Hoagg and begin painting the next 
portrait. 

Miss Jack, an accomplished artist 
who had studied in France, charged 
$50 to $250 for a portrait. She ap
parently painted a number of them 
while in Alaska, but the Baha'is 
there have been unable to locate any 
of them. 

In Fairbanks, Mrs. Hoagg met a 

tourist who had seen 'Abdu'l-Baha 
in New York. However, her diary 
records her frustration with their 
stay in that city; apparently, no one 
was interested in hearing the Mes
sage. 

Mrs. Hoagg and Miss Jack then 
traveled about 50 miles south
southwest of Fairbanks to Nenana, 
where they found miners and "sour
doughs" (prospectors and pioneers) 
who expressed some interest in the 
Faith. In the 1940s Mrs. Hoag 
wrote a letter in which she related 
her disappointment at not being 
able to look up any of the contacts 
she had made during her earlier stay 
in Nenana. 

In Fort Yukon the two Baha'is 
encountered a "Mr. Stuck," who is 

Honor Kempton, one of the first 
among the 'second wave' of Bahd'{ 
pioneers to Alaska in the 1930s, 
stands in front of her bookstore in 
Anchorage in a photo taken around 
1939. 

believed by present-day Baha'is in 
Alaska to have been Hudson Stuck, 
noted for his early missionary work 
in that area and for having been one 
of a party of four who first scaled 
Mount McKinley in 1913. 

In Dawson they stayed with some 
of Miss Jack's distant relatives. 
Mrs. Hoagg's luggage finally caught 
up with her; letters from the U.S. in-
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formed them that Martha Root had 
left for South America. Other letters 
were received from members of 
'Abdu'l-Baha's family, letters that 
Mrs. Hoagg called "gifts from the 
Holy Presence." 

From Dawson they traveled to the 
smaller town of Whitehorse, and 
from there by rail to Skagway, 

Emogene Hoagg, who traveled to 
Alaska to teach the Faith in 1919 
with Marion Jack, is shown in her 
later years with Dr. and Mrs. Bid
well. 

where they encountered some resis
tance to their teaching efforts. After 
some inquiries they learned that 
earlier travelers to that town had 
said that Baha'is advocate "free 
love." 

Their next stop was Juneau, 
where Miss Jack stayed while Mrs. 
Hoagg traveled by boat to Cordova, 
Valdez, Seward and Anchorage. At 
each of these stops she was given ex
cellent newspaper coverage, espe
cially in Anchorage. The editor of 
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the paper there happened to have 
been on the same boat with her, 
starting in Juneau. Not only was her 
arrival announced in his paper, the 
entire text of one of her public talks 
was published on November 20, 
1919. 

Also on the boat trip from Ju
neau, Mrs. Hoagg met a Captain 

Blazer who offered her the use of his 
theatre in Anchorage for a series of 
lectures on the Faith. 

She remained in Anchorage for 
some time, returning finally to Ju
neau via Seward and Valdez. In Val
dez she met Judge Love, who had 
studied the Faith with the· first 
Baha'i teacher sent to the West by 
the Master. 

Mrs. Hoagg arrived in Juneau on 
December 21. She lectured in Italian 
and English and was well-received 
by a number of people including 
Gov. Riggs who invited her to a 
New Year's Eve ball. 

Mrs. Hoagg's mixed feelings 
about their extended teaching trip 

are recorded in her diary. All of 
Alaska, she wrote, had heard the 
call of "Ya Baha'u'l-Abha," yet 
there were no new believers there. 

More than two years passed be
fore another Baha'i traveled to 
Alaska. Beginning in June 1922, Or
cella Rexford journeyed from Daw
son to Juneau, Anchorage and Fair
banks. 

She presented paid lectures on 
health and personal appearance, 
and followed them with an invita
tion to a free lecture "on a most 
wonderful subject you have never 
heard about." An audience of SSO 
heard her speak in Dawson. 

The first enrollments 

In Juneau she was invited to tea 
by the governor and his wife, and 
became acquainted with Captain 
Austin E. Lathrop who offered her 
the use of his theatre for lectures. 

Miss Rexford regularly was the 
host at firesides at the studio of 
well-known Alaska artist Sidney 
Laurence. She was happy in Juneau, 
but on the spur of the moment de
cided to travel to Anchorage. There 
she lectured to about SOO of the 
city's 2,800 residents. From that lec
ture came the first recorded believer 
to enroll in the Faith in Alaska-Dr. 
Gayne B. Gregory, a leading den
tist-followed shortly by the first 
woman to enroll in the Faith in 
Alaska, Victoria Robarts. 

In November 1922 Dr. Gregory 
and Miss Rexford were married. 
The following July, after a brief trip 
to the U.S., they started Baha'i 
study classes in Anchorage. 
• Some people joined the Faith. 
writing to Haifa if they wished to 
confirm that they were Baha'Is. 
Basically, the community was cen
tered around fireside discussions. 

The Gregorys hoped to establish a 
Baha'i Center in Anchorage, but 
found it difficult because of the 
shifting population. By the end of 
1924 they had sold their property in 
Alaska and returned to the U.S., 
leaving the small group of Alaskan 
believers to be deepened and nur
tured by Mrs. Robarts. 

When shortly afterward she left 
for California, the group of Baha'is 
in Anchorage, the only Baha'i com
munity in Alaska, began to drift 
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apart. 
In 1926 Dr. Gregory became the 

first Baha'i from Alaska to under
take a pilgrimage to Haifa. Al
though 'Abdu'l-Baha's sister, the 
Greatest Holy Leaf, because of her 
age and the large number of pil
grims, did not.ordinarily receive in
dividual believers, she did have an 
audience with Dr. Gregory because 
he was the first person in Alaska to 
embrace the Faith. 

In 1937 the beloved Guardian, 
Shoghi Effendi, issued a call for 
Baha'is to settle in Alaska. Orcella 
Rexford Gregory wrote that she and 
her husband wished they could go, 
but that their work was finished and 
it was time for others to carryon. 

The first Baha'is to teach in 
Alaska-Margaret Duncan Green, 

Dagmar Dole, who pioneered to 
Alaska in 1944, and later to Den
mark and Italy, became the first be
liever to give her life for the Cause 
during the European project when 
she died in Switzerland on Novem
ber /2, 1952, the 135th anniversary 
of the Birth of BaM'u 'Ildh. 
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Susan Rice, Emogene Hoagg, 
Marion Jack, Orcella Rexford Greg
ory, Gayne B. Gregory and Victoria 
Robarts-came in succession from 
1915 to 1926. When the last of them 
departed, there was still no perma-

nent Baha'i community in that 
country, and there would be none 
before the beginning of the first 
Seven Year Plan in 1937. 

Next month: Growth and devel
opment, 1937-1957. 

grave 
Bulgaria. Miss Jack was one of the 
first to respond to the Master's call 
in the Tablets of the Divine Plan for 
Bahd'(s to go to Alaska, traveling 
there in 1919 with Emogene Hoagg. 
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Around the world 
India 

The unique design of the 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar of the Indian 
subcontinent continues to draw 
worldwide attention. 

This photo, taken March 31, shows nine central columns in the central 
progress on the construction of the hall have been concreted and the re
Mother Temple of the Indian sub- maining columns are in various 
continent in New Delhi, India. The stages of shuttering and rn'rrr~'t;n" 

~--------~~~~~ 

Fariburz Sahba, the Baha'i ar
chitect of the Temple, was invited 
by the Sydney (Australia) and En
virons Development and Advance
ment Society to participate last 
November 18-28 in an exhibition at 
the New South Wales Institute of 
Technology. 

A number of photos and designs, 
along with extracts from the Sacred 
Writings about the Baha'i House of 
Worship and explanations of its ar
chitectural concept and significance, 
were submitted to the society. 

In expressing his appreciation, the 
president of the society wrote: "The 
fine concept of the lotus-shaped 
shell structure aroused great interest 
among visitors." 

Germany 

Members of the Continental Board Reed; Anneliese Bopp, a Counsellor 
of Counsellors for Europe and their who is a member of the Interna
special guests gathered for this tional Teaching Centre in Hai/a,' the 
group photo during the inaugural Hand of the Cause of God Zikrullah 
meeting of the Board in January at Khadem; Counsellor Dorothy Fer
the Bahd'{ House of Worship near raby, and (back row left to right) 
Frankfurt, Germany. Participants Counsellors Louis Henuzet, Dr. Ag
in the meeting were (front row left nes Ghazvani, Hartmut Grossman, 
to right) Counsellors Ursula Miihl- Dr. Leo Niederreiter, Adib Taherza
schlegel, Erik Blumenthal, Betty deh. 
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Recognizing the establishment of 
the Faith in Brazil some 60 years 
ago, the mayor of Vitoria, Brazil, 
proclaimed March 21-28 as "Baha'i 
Week" in that city. 

The proclamation says that the 
Baha'i community of Vitoria has 
contributed to the renewal of moral 
and spiritual values and has worked 
to create a spirit of unity, love and 
understanding among followers of 
all religions. 

ManY residents of Vitoria ac
cepted Baha'i pamphlets and re
quested the Baha'i correspondence 
course. 

The theme of the week of procla
mation was "One Planet, One Peo
ple . . . Please!" 
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France 
"The greatest indirect proclama

tion of the Faith that we have held 
up to the present time" is the way in 
which the Spiritual Assembly of 
Bron, France, described the concert 
it sponsored last January 21 in ob
servance of the United Nations In
ternational Year of the Disabled. 

The benefit concert of classical 
music was performed by 12 mem
bers of the symphony orchestra of 

Tonga 
Fifty-two Local Spiritual Assem

blies were elected during Ridvan in 
Tonga, surpassing that country's 
goal of 50 Spiritual Assemblies. 

More than 300 people including 
delegates, Continental Counsellor 
Lisiata Maka, and three Auxiliary 
Board members, were present May 
2-3 at the Baha'f National Conven
tion of Tonga. 

Among the highlights was an 
evening of entertainment that in
cluded traditional dances from four 
countries, songs, and refreshments. 

About 150 people attended a day
long teaching conference held im
mediately after the National Con
vention. Participants discussed the 
second phase of the Seven Year 
Plan. 

Five people volunteered to pio
neer on the homefront, and five 
youth were chosen by the National 
Spiritual Assembly to pioneer to the 
Caroline Islands. 

Following the teaching con
ference, the National Baha'f Wo
men's Committee of Tonga held a 
two-day conference. The 50 partici
pants discussed the role of women in 
teaching and consolidation. 

At the close of the conference, six 
women sailed to Ha'apai, an island 
group 70 miles north of Tongatapu, 
for two weeks of teaching. 

More than 50 youth attended a 
two-day conference that followed 
the women's gathering. The last af
ternoon saw the young people work
ing on a farm and donating their 
wages to the Fund. 

A recent four-month proclama
tion effort in Tonga included the 
establishment of a Baha'i informa
tion center in downtown 
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nearby Lyon, who volunteered their 
time and talents. Proceeds were 
given to a regional committee for 
the handicapped. 

Publicity for the Baha'i-spon
sored event included the distribution 
of 3,000 leaflets by school children 
and the placement of 500 posters by 
friends of the Faith. 

In addition, more than 100 invita
tions were delivered personally to 
area officials. 

The six-page concert program in-

cluded an article about the Faith by 
the UN Information Service. 

In its report, the Spiritual As
sembly of Bron called involvement 
in UN-sponsored events worth
while, and concluded that music is 
an excellent means of indirectly pro
claiming the Faith. 

"Our efforts," the Assembly 
wrote, "were repaid by the joy of 
seeing the name 'Baha'f' in large let
ters in almost every store in Bron, 
and by several stories in the press." 

pal"tic,ipa.nts at first spiritual importance of the Temple 
conference held at the site of site. The conference was held Janu
Tonga's future Mashriqu'I-Adhkar ary 15. 
listen to discuss the 

A young Baha'{ performs a tra- part of the activities during the an
ditional Tongan dance during an nual Bahd'( National Convention. 
evening social program that was 

Nuku'alofa, the capital city of 
Tonga. Each week a large number 
of interested people is attracted to 
the center. 

Meanwhile, Tonga's National 
Baha'f Publishing Committee has 
hired two full-time employees, and 
as a result, more Baha'i literature 
has been published in the Tongan 
language. 

Four booklets were recently pub
lished, and at Ridvan most sections 
of Baha'u'llah and the New Era 
were published in book form. 

More than 30 believers from all 

parts of Tonga attended a con
ference in late January, the first ever 
held at the country's newly acquired 
Temple site. 

Participants at the gathering, 
sponsored by the Area Teaching 
Committee of Tongatapu (the 
largest of Tonga's 36 inhabited is
lands) heard speakers discuss the 
spiritual importance of the Temple 
site and its relationship to the 
teaching work. 

Participants also helped begin 
clearing the land at the site of the fu
ture Mashriqu'I-AdhUr. 
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Guatemala 
The Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'I-Bahd Rrihfyyih Kbdnum 
addresses an audience of believers in 
Guatemala during her visit to that 
country in early March. During a 
conference March 6-8 sponsored by 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Guatemala, she spoke about living a 
Bahd'{ Ii/e, the work of the Guar
dian, and the significance of the 
Fast. Also shown are translator Tim 
Farrand (left) and Roberto Gaba
leta, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Guatemala. 

United Kingdom 

V,.",.D' .. Crilly (center), secretary of sen ted to the city by the local Bahd'{ 
the Spiritual Assembly of Castle- community. This photo, which ap
reagh, Belfast, Northern Ireland, peared in a local newspaper, in
presents a copy of All Things Made eludes Auxiliary Board member Dr. 
New by John Ferraby to the mayor Beman Khosravi (second from left) 
of Castlereagh following a tree- and Dr. lain Palin (far right), a 
planting ceremony at a city park in member of the National Spirituar 
April. A 'tree for peace' was pre- Assembly of the United Kingdom. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
of the United Kingdom has an
nounced the acquisition of the first 
Haziratu'l-Quds in Wales. 
. the purchase of this property in 
Bangor completes the outstanding 
Five Year Plan goal for the United 
Kingdom that called for the estab
lishment of four more ~a~ratu'l-
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Quds-one in England, one in Scot
land, one in Northern Ireland, and 
one in Wales. 

The delay in acquiring the Welsh 
property was caused by the dif
ficulty in obtaining permission to 
use the building as a Haziratu'l-
Quds. . . 

The Hand of the Cause of God 
Paul Haney, accompanied by 
Counsellor Manuchihr SalmanpUr, 
visited Baha'i communities 
throughout Pakistan in January. 

Arriving January 7 in Karachi, 
Mr. Haney met with members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of 
Pakistan, and with Auxiliary Board 
members in that city and in Lahore. 

The visitors also met with the 
friends to discuss the progress of the 
Faith in Pakistan. 

About 200 people including a 
number of non-Baha'is attended the 
annual Baha'i winter school last 
December 25-29 in Hyderabad, 
Pakistan. 

Among the participants were 
believers from 25 localities in 
Pakistan and some guests from 
other countries who had the bounty 
of sharing experiences with believers 
from mass-taught areas of the coun
try. 

Fifty believers from 15 localities 
in Pakistan attended a two-day 
deepening conference last December 
30-31 at the recently acquired 
Haziratu'l-Quds of Nawabshah. 
. Following the meeting, three 

groups of Baha'is made teaching 
trips to several communities in 
outlying areas. 

- ~-. ----- ---- ---.. ~-".....--.---- -:-;::!2'!!~. 
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Finland 

Hartmut Grossman, a Continental those oattending the 20th Bahd'f Na
Counsellor for Europe, was among 

tional Convention of Finland. 

Panama 
A visit to the Baha'i House of 

Worship in Panama City, Panama, 
was the highlight of a day-long trip 
February IS by 17 Baha'i children 
from the village of Lajamina, more 
than 400 miles away in Panama's 
Los Santos Province. 

The trip, sponsored by a Baha'i 
couple, took many of .the children 
the farthest distance they had ever 
been from their homes. 

In addition to seeing the House of 
Worship, the children visited old 
ruins in Panama City and the Mira
flores Locks on the Panama Canal 
before returning to their village. 

Upon returning home in the early 
hours of the morning, the children 
spontaneously filled the air with 
their singing of "Baha'u'lllih es la 
Gloria de Dios" (Baha'u'llah Is the 
Glory of God). 

The trip resulted from a promise 
to reduce the children's disappoint
ment when they learned that plans 
for a proposed children's institute 
had to be canceled. 

This group of 17 Bahd'f children in Panama City February 15. For 
from the village of Lajamina in many of the children, the 400-mile 
Panama's Los Santos Province trip was the farthest they had ever 
visited the Bahd'i House of Worship been from their homes. 
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Peru 

Bahd'( women serve food during sponsored by the Regional Teaching 
one of the five teaching conferences Committee of Puno, Perri. 
held in March and April that were 

Participants at one of the weekly stitute in Juli, Peru. 
sessions at the Bahd'( Teaching In-
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A member of the Baha'( Club at the 
University of Puno, Peru, presents 
the rector of the university with a 
copy of Baha'u'llah and the New 
Era. 

A "100-Day Teaching Plan" 
sponsored by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Peru that ended at 
Ridvan resulted in the election of 
125 Local SpiritUal Assemblies, the 
enrollment of 700 new believers, 
and the acquisition of a local 
1;I~ratu'I-Quds. 

The Regional Teaching Commit
tee of Puno, Peru, sponsored a 
series of five teaching conferences in 
March and April that were attended 
by a total of more than 17S be
lievers. 

The Faith was proclaimed to 
about 400 people during· the con
ference March 30 in the Pilcuyo dis
trict. 

Twenty-four people were enrolled 
in the Faith during the conference 
April 17 in the Pomata district. 
Many other new believers were not 
enrolled that day due to an insuf
ficient supply of enrollment cards. 

On March 19, the day following 
the granting of broadcast authori
zation for "Radio Baha'i of Lake 
Titicaca," Peru, a local radio sta
tion in Puno broadcast a 1 S-minute 
attack against the proposed Baha'i 
radio station. 

After members of the local Baha'i 
community inquired about the 
broadcast, the station manager of
fered them IS minutes of free 
broadcast time to reply to the criti
cism. 

It was later learned that many 
people first heard of the Faith as a 
result of the attack against Radio 
Baha'i on that commercial radio 
station. 

EI Salvador 

One hundred seventy-nine 
Baha'is attended the National 
Baha'i Convention in EI Salvador, 
held May 1-3 near the capital city of 
San Salvador. 



Bahamas 
These believers are part of a larger 
group of Baha'is who participate 
regularly in deepening sessions at 
the Baha'f National Center in Nas
sau, Bahamas. The deepenings are 
part of a spiritual enrichment pro
gram begun last December that will 
continue throughout 1981. Week
end deepening institutes have been 
held on the major islands of New 
Providence, Abaco, Andros, Grand 
Bahama, and Eleuthera with good 
attendance reported. 

Hawaii 
Alejandra Dusseault, a member of 
the Baha'{ community of Koo
laupoko, Hawaii, reads a Bahd'f 
prayer March 25 before the State 
House of Representatives in Ho
nolulu. 

Children begin a 'treasure hunt' 
during an Ayydm-i-Hd party on the 
grounds of the Bahd'{ National Cen
ter in Nassau, Bahamas. Other 
Ayydm-i-Hd activities included a 
potluck supper and Baha'{ film fes
tival. 
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Bangladesh 

Sixty-one delegates and many other held May 1. Among those present chand Khianra and three members 
guests attended the 10th Baha'I Na- were Continental Counsellor Dip- of the Auxiliary Board. 
tional Convention of Bangladesh 

Ireland 
Two hundred people, most of 

whom were non-Baha'is, attended a 
Naw-Rtiz celebration sponsored by 
the BaM'i community of Dublin, 
Ireland. 

Two declarations occurred during 
the observance. 

Among those present was a radio 
announcer who has mentioned the 
Faith several times on his program. 

More than 600 people visited a 
traveling exhibit on the Faith in late 
March at the Imperial Hotel in Dun
dalk, Ireland. The exhibit was spon
sored by the National Spiritual As
sembly of Ireland. 

Local publicity for the exhibit was 
good. The BaM'i community of 
Dundalk engaged in follow-up ef
forts after the proclamation. 

Alaska 
One hundred-thirteen Baha'is and 

their non-Baha'i guests from 23 
localities in Alaska, the Yukon, 
Canada and Seattle, Washington, 
attended the 14th annual Winter 
Weekend last December 26-28 in 
Palmer, Alaska. 

Speakers included Continental 
Counsellor Lauretta King and Aux
iliary Board member Raye Mullin. 

Separate classes were held for 
children and youth. 
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Suriname 

Terry Madison, a Baha'{ pioneer on the telethon, Desi Bouterse, com
from the United States to Suriname, mander of the military forces that 
a country on the northeastern coast control the government of Suri
of South America, planned and con- name. The nationally televised event 
ducted a five-hour telethon May 2 featured many of Suriname's top 
for phYSically handicapped persons entertainers, some of whom are 
in that country. Ms. Madison is physically handicapped themselves. 
shown here with one of the guests 
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Dominican Republic 
Undiscouraged by heavy rains, 

ISO people attended a public talk 
May 8 by the Hand of the Cause of 
God Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih 
Khanum at a hotel in Sant'o Do
mingo, Dominican Republic. 

The Hand of the Cause spoke to 
the believers on a wide variety of 
topics during her week-long visit to 
the Dominican Republic. 

She participated in a weekend 
conference planned in her honor 
and answered a number of questions 
from the Baha'is who were present. 

Fifty Baha'is and their guests par
ticipated February 27-March 1 in a 
youth conference in Puerto Plata, 
Dominican Republic. The confer
ence focused on study of the Tablets 
of the Divine Plan and individual 
goal-setting. 

During the two weekends follow
ing the conference, two new locali
ties were opened to the Faith. 

In addition, three youth who de- . 
elared their belief in Baha'u'llah 
during the conference began im
mediately to conduct children's 
classes and to participate in teaching 
trips. 

Milagros Jimenez had a problem. 
She wanted to return to her village 
of Los Ranchitos, Dominican Re
public, to participate in an annual 
memorial service for her father and 
to teach her family about 
Baha'u'llah-but she had no 
money. 

She approached the teaching 
committee for help, and it was de
cided to give her money for trans
portation along with an illustrated 
teaching booklet and some pamph
lets. 

Because Milagros is illiterate, she 
had to ask members of her family to 
read the pamphlets and teaching 
booklet to others. 

She sang Baha'i songs to them, 
and by the time she was ready to 
leave her village 17 people had said 
they wished to become Baha'is. 

Later, Auxiliary Board member 
Rafael Benzan and some other be
lievers went to the village of Los 
Ranchitos, and 15 people were en
rolled in the Faith. 

On his return, Mr. Benzan com-

pared his list with Milagros' and 
found that only three names were on 
both lists. 

The result was another trip to the 
village during which the members of 
Milagros' family were enrolled in 
the Faith. 

Virgin Islands 

Now Los Ranchitos has a good
sized Baha'i community and a 
Spiritual Assembly, thanks to Mi
lagros Jimenez who offered only 
what she had-the love of 
Baha'u'llah. 

Members of the National Spiritual 
Assembiy of the Bahd'{s of the Do
minican Republic elected during 
Ridvdn are (front row left to right) 
JUstina de Benzan, Carol HofJ, 
Sheila Rice- Wray, Maria de 
McLean, and (back row left to 
right) Don McLean, Felipe Pena, 
Mark Freehill, Rowell HofJ, Victor 
Perez Payano. 

Members of the National Spiritual Grunweig-Smith, John Rushford, 
Assembly of the Bahd '{s of the Vir- Carlos Sterling, Charlotte Milden, 
gin Islands elected at its 15th Na- Joan Bennett, and (back row left to 
tional Convention are (front row right) Jean Randazzo, Jan Conley, 
left to right) Allen Smith, Magda Marc Towers. 

Sri Lanka 
Three hundred people including radio station. Ten reports of the 

dignitaries of the Hindu, Buddhist, meeting with photos were published 
Muslim and Christian faiths attend- by seven newspapers in both English 
ed the first observance of World and Tamil. 
Religion Day in Sri Lanka on 
January 18. 

The Baha'i-sponsored program in 
Colombo was covered by the state 
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Alaska 

'Holy souls' arise to build a community 

By JANET W. STOUT 
On January 26, 1939, the beloved 

Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, sent the fol
lowing cablegram to the Baha'is of the 
world: 

"Initial stage in the inaugurated 
Teaching Campaign still untraversed. 
End of First Century rapidly ap
proaching. Alaska ... still unset~ 

tied ... 
"The Concourse on high expectantly 

await, ready to assist and acclaim the 
nine holy souls who . . . will . . . for
sake their homes... and settle in 
these territories to lay firm anchorage 
of the Administrative Order of this un
defeatable Faith." (Messages from the 
Guardian, Baha'i Publishing Com
mittee, 1940, p. 36) 

In response to the Guardian's mes
sage, Honor Kempton of San Fran
cisco, California, and Betty Becker of 
Kansas City, Missouri, became the first 
Baha'is to pioneer to Alaska during the 
first Seven Year Plan (1937-1944). 

Honor Kempton was born in 
Maidenhead, Berkshire, England, four 
months after the passing of Baha'
u'llab in 1892. In 1921 she came to the 
United States and found work as a sec
retary at the American Medical Asso
ciation office in Chicago. 

She was living in nearby Wilmette 
with an English family, the Harvey 
Dibbles, and first heard of the Faith 
when a family member died and a 
Baha'i funeral was held. In 1935 she 
moved to San Francisco where she at
tended meetings and firesides at the 
home of Leroy loas. She became a 
Baha'i on November 4 of that year. 

When the Guardian's cablegram of 
January 1939 was released, Miss 
Kempton felt he was speaking directly 
to her, and believed that Alaska was 
the place for her to go, even though 
some close Baha'i friends felt it was 
not a suitable post for her to fill. 

The author with her husband, Verne L. 
Stout, in a photo taken in 1975. 

However, when the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the U.S. met in Los An
geles, she was able to consult with 
them, and the Assembly approved her 
plans to pioneer to Alaska. 

Miss Becker had become a Baha'i in 
Missouri after attending a series of lec
tures by Orcella Rexford, a Baha'i who 
had taught the Faith in Alaska in 1922 
and who, at her last paid lecture, 
would invite her audience to return the 
foUowing evening for a free lecture to 
learn about "something they had never 
heard before." 

Long afterward, Miss Becker re
membered saying indignantly to herself 
at that last paid lecture, "Who does 
she think she is, telling me she'Ulet me 
know about something I haven't heard 
before?" Of course, the topic of the 
free lecture was the Baha'i Faith, and 
Miss Becker became a Baha'i. 

Honor Kempton was the first of the 
two pioneers to reach Alaska, arriving 
in Juneau in April 1939. 

She remained there for six weeks; 
however, the word "anchorage" in the 

Guardian's cablegram of January 26 
kept ringing in her ears, so she decided 
to leave Juneau for Anchorage, where 
she planned to open a bookstore. 

Miss Kempton set sail for Anchorage 
on May 20, 1939, without knowing 
that a passenger who left the ship in 
Juneau as she was boarding it would 
later become the first person to accept 
the Faith in Alaska during the first 
Seven Year Plan. 

Although Miss Kempton immediate
ly felt at home in Anchorage and was 
hostess at several firesides there, she 
was discouraged by the apparent lack 
of interest in the Faith. She wrote to 
Leroy Ioas, who was then chairman of 
the U.S. National Teaching Committee 
and would later be named a Hand of 
the Cause of God by the Guardian, 
saying, "Miracles don't happen in 
Alaska." 

But the passenger who had gotten 
off the ship in Juneau was soon to 
make her way to Anchorage and meet 
Honor Kempton. The passenger was 
Janet Whitenack, from New York Ci
ty. She had vacationed in Alaska in 
1938, and, searching for a new way of 
life, decided in 1939 to make it her 
home. 

Go west, young woman 

She was met at the dock in Ju
neau-the day that Miss Kempton left 
for Anchorage-by a sorority sister, 
Edith Danielson, who was not a Baha'i 
at that time but who would later be
come a Knight of Baha'u'Uab after 
pioneering to the Cook Islands in the 
South Pacific. 

Miss Whitenack did not find what 
she was looking for in Juneau, and 
everyone advised her to go further 
west. "Go west?" she thought. "Why, 
I've already come 3,000 miles west!" 

Nevertheless, she did go west, to 
Fairbanks, and feU in love with that ci-
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ty. Miss Whitenack decided that it 
would be the perfect place in which to 
open her own bookstore. But she 
wanted to see Anchorage before set
tling down to work. 

Upon arriving there, she found that 
another woman was opening a 900k
store in Anchorage. Miss Whitenack 
sought out and met the wo
man-Honor Kempton. On August 6, 
1939, nine days after that first meeting, 
and five days after Miss Kempton first 
mentioned the Faith to her, Miss 
Whitenack asked how one went about 
becoming a Baha'i. 

A 'miracle' is found 
"Honor turned away from me and 

went to the window," she remembers. 
"I wondered what it was I had done. 
She was so stunned when I declared my 
belief that she didn't know what to do! 
Finally, she turned around and told me 
I should study more." Afterward, Miss 
Kempton wrote to Leroy Ioas, saying 
she had found her "miracle." 

After returning to Fairbanks, Miss 
Whitenack wrote to Miss Kempton, 
telling her that she still wished to be
come a Baha'i. She was subsequently 
enrolled through the V .S. National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

The first Spiritual Assembly of An
chorage, Alaska, established by joint 
declaration on September 8, 1943. 
Front row (left to right) Pvt. Terrell 
William A. Frazier, Betty Becker, 
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Miss Whitenack opened a bookstore 
in Fairbanks and remained there until 
February 1942, two months after the 
V.S. entered World War II. 

Miss Becker, the second woman to 
answer the Guardian's call for pioneers 
to Alaska, arrived in Juneau on August 
1, 1939, five days before Janet White
nack told Honor Kempton she would 
like to become a Baha'i. At the sugges
tion of the U.S. National Teaching 
Committee, Miss Becker had visited 
the Baha'i Summer School in Geyser
ville, California, before proceeding 
north to Alaska. 

Finding the residents of Juneau un
responsive to the Faith, Miss Becker 
traveled to Sitka and Fairbanks, where 
she met Alaska's newest Baha'i, Miss 
Whitenack, and remained for a year. 
She later settled in Anchorage, as Miss 
Kempton had. 

Miss Becker, who was 52 years old 
when she pioneered to Alaska, was a 
staunch member of the Anchorage 
Baha'i community until she pioneered 
to Chile, where she died in 1974 at the 
age of 86. 

The third of the "nine holy souls" to 
forsake their homes in response to the 
Guardian's call for pioneers to Alaska 
was Joy Allen (McCormick), an em-

Verne L. Stout,· middle row (left to 
right) Frances L. Wells, Janet B. 
Whitenack, Loraine Bean; back row 
(left to right) Mina Lundquist, Honor 
Kempton, Florence B. Green. 

ployee of the U.S. Army who arrived 
in Fairbanks from San Francisco in 
1940. She was transferred soon after
ward to Anchorage. 

The fourth pioneer to Alaska was 
Myrtle Dodge (Silva) who also arrived 
from San Francisco in 1940 to work 
with Joy Allen in Anchorage. 

The three pioneers to Anchorage in 
1940 (before Miss Becker arrived 
there)-Honor Kempton, Joy Allen 
and Myrtle Dodge-formed its first 
Baha'i Group. Their weekly study 
classes led to the enrollment of Jean 
Van Cleve, who moved soon afterward 
to Oregon. 

After the attack on Pearl Harbor 
and the U.S. entry into World War II 
in December 1941, there was a pos
sibility that Honor Kempton, who was 
a British subject, would be asked to 
leave Alaska. Miss Kempton explained 
to a judge the importance of Baha'i 
work in Alaska, was granted U.S. 
citizenship, and remained in An
chorage. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. Army needed 
buildings in which to house its person
nel who had moved to Alaska in con
nection with the war, and Miss White
nack was forced to relinquish her 
bookstore space at the Pioneer Hotel in 
Fairbanks. She applied to the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs for a teaching posi
tion among the Eskimos, and arrived 
at her post in the Kusokwin village or' 
Tuluksak in February 1942. 

Since one of the requirements of the 
position was that she not proselytize, 
Miss Whitenack tried to live an ex
emplary Baha'i life and hung a picture 
of the Master, 'Abdu'l-Baha, on her 
living room wall. She attended the 
Eskimos' Moravian church regularly to 
share fellowship with the villagers. 

First male pioneer 

On the day after Naw-Ruz, March 
22, 1943, the fifth pioneer to Alaska 
arrived. She was Frances Wells of San 
Bernardino, California. 

Her arrival was followed closely by 
that of the first male pioneer to Alaska 
during the first Seven Year Plan, Verne 
L. Stout, who came from Geneva, New 
York, in June 1943 to work for the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Seven more people had become 
Baha'is in Anchorage following Jean 
Van Cleve's declaration, but it became 
increasingly apparent that Orcella Rex-



The first All-Alaska Teaching 
/erence was held August 6, 
Anchorage. 

ford's observation, made in 1922, still 
held true-Alaska's population shifted 
like the proverbial sands of the desert. 
New believers and old were leaving An
chorage, including Joy Allen and Myr
tle Dodge, both of whom returned to 
California. 

To help form a Spiritual Assem
bly-the first in Alaska-in Anchor
age, the National Teaching Committee 
in 1943 asked Janet Whitenack if she 
would be willing to leave her teaching 
post and move to Anchorage. 

Miss Whitenack wasn't at all sure 
she would be able to give up her po
sition, as her appointment was for "the 
duration of the war and six months 
thereafter." But she did obtain permis
sion, and before leaving was asked by 
the villagers to tell them about her 
"church." On July 4, speaking 
through an interpreter, Miss 
Whitenack was able to tell nearly all of 
the 100 residents of that Eskimo com
munity about the Faith. 

Following her arrival in Anchorage, 
Alaska's first Local Spiritual Assembly 
was formed by joint declaration on 
September 8, 1943. Its members and 
officers were Honor Kempton (chair
man), Verne L. Stout (vice-chairman), 
Frances L. Wells (corresponding 
secretary), Betty Becker (recording 
secretary), Janet B. Whitenack 
(treasurer), Lorraine Bean, Pvt. Terrell 
William A. Frazier, Florence B. Green, 
and Mina Lundquist. 

When the Assembly was formed, the 

Guardian said it was "the northern
most center of the Faith of Baha'u'lhih 
in the world." (Challenging Re
quirements of the Present Hour, June 
5, 1947, p. 8) 

In January 1944, four months after 
the Anchorage Assembly was formed, 
its continuance was assured by the ar
rival from Glendale, California, of 
Dagmar Dole, and of Helen Robinson 
and her family from Alhambra, 
California. 

In November 1945, Mrs. Robinson's 
daughter, Donna Mae, became the first 
declared Baha'i youth in Alaska. 

The culmination of the first Seven 
Year Plan initiated by the Guardian 

Rose Perkal (Gates) became a Knight 
of Bah(}'u'lldh after pioneering to Ko
diak Island, Alaska, in 1953. 

was the commemoration at the Baha'i 
House of Worship in Wilmette, Il
linois, on May 22, 1944, of the 
Centenary of the Declaration of the 
Bab. 

The Baha'is of Alaska were de
lighted when Honor Kempton, the first 
delegate from Alaska to the U.S. Na
tional Convention, was chosen as one 
of five readers at the commemoration 
ceremony on that historic evening. 

Later, the chairman of one of the 
sessions at the National Convention 
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Frances Wells, one of the early Baha'{ 
pioneers to Alaska, later served the 
Cause in Luxembourg until her death 
in 1960. 

asked Miss Kempton and Artemus 
Lamb, a pioneer to the southernmost 
tip of South America, to come to the 
platform and shake hands. The Guar
dian later wrote that Alaska, together 
with Magallanes, Chile, "may be liken
ed to the extremity of the Baha'i arms 
stretched out and waiting to embrace 
the whole world in the order of peace 
and love which Baha'u'llAh has es
tablished for the children of men in this 
day." (Baha'{ News, February 1945, p. 
2) 

The first person to be enrolled in the 
Faith in Alaska in the second century 
of the BahA'i Dispensation was Evelyn 
Huffman of Anchorage, in February 
1945. When the first National Spiritual 
Assembly of Alaska was formed in 
1957, Mrs. Huffman became its 
secretary. 

A dramatic enrollment came from 
Mrs. Huffman's husband, Vernon, 
who signed his declaration card while 
on a trip to Wales, an Eskimo village 
that is the most westerly community on 
the North American continent. Mr. 
Huffman was enrolled in December 
1945. The Huffmans later gave proper
ty from their homestead for Alaska's 
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Temple site and the present National 
Office. 

The first family to enter the Faith 
together in Alaska was the Brown 
family, in 1947: Howard Brown-now 
an Auxiliary Board member-his wife, 
Lea, and their children, Sandra and 
Boyer. At the first International Baha'i 
Convention in 1963, Mr. Brown had 
the honor of being the first Baha'i in 
the world to cast a ballot for the elec
tion of the Universal House of Justice. 

On June 23, 1949, Agnes Parent 

(Harrison) became the first native 
Alaskan to be enrolled in the Faith in 
Alaska. Melba Call (King), an Alaskan 
Eskimo, had been enrolled six years 
earlier, but that enrollment took place 
outside Alaska. 

With the opening of the second 
Seven Year Plan (1946-1953) came the 
European Teaching Project, a cam
paign in which the Faith was to be 
established in the capital cities of 10 
European countries. 

Three of Alaska's pioneers-Honor 
Kempton, Dagmar Dole and Frances 
Wells-arose to help with that project. 
Mrs. Dole, who pioneered to Denmark 
and then to Italy, later became the first 
believer to give her life for the Cause in 
the European project when she died in 
Switzerland on the 135th anniversary 
of the Birth of Baha'u'lhih, November 
12, 1952. The Guardian wrote: "She 
died in 'Battle Dress' ... Her spiritual 
station is very high." (Baha'{ News, 
December 1952, p. 18) 

Mrs. Wells served in Luxembourg 

until her death in 1960. Miss Kempton, 
meanwhile, served first on the Italo
Swiss National Spiritual Assembly, 
and later on the first National Spiritual 
Assembly of Luxembourg. 

In 1947, the Guardian gave the 
Baha'is of Alaska a list of tasks that 
needed urgently to be completed. The 
first of these, to maintain and con
solidate the Spiritual Assembly of An
chorage, proved to be an ever-present 
challenge. The believers there wryly ad
ded "BahA'is" to Alaska's well-known 

The Baha'{ community of Anchorage 
in April 1945. From left to right are 
Mina Lundquist, Honor Kempton, 
Myrtle Dodge, Florence Green, Betty 
Becker, Verne L. Stout, Janet W. 
Stout, Dagmar Dole, Frances Wells, 
Evelyn Huffman, Helen Robinson. 

export products: fish, furs and gold. 
In the 13 years from the formation 

of the Spiritual Assembly of An
chorage in 1943 until 1956, there were 
68 adult believers resident in that city, 
but seldom more than 15 at anyone 
time. In one year (1950-51) there were 
15 different believers who, throughout 
the year, were elected to the Assembly, 
and in another year (1953-54) by
elections saw the necessity of 17 
believers maintaining the Assembly. 

In spite of its constantly shifting 
membership, however, this first struc
ture of the Administrative Order in 
Alaska was firmly grounded. By 
February 24, 1948, the Articles of In
corporation for the Spiritual Assembly 



of the Baha'is of Anchorage were filed 
with the Office of the Auditor, Ter
ritory of Alaska. 

Baha'is in the Anchorage area were 
active in community affairs. Helen 
Robinson and Evelyn Huffman were 
officers in the Anchorage Women's 
Club in 1949-50. The club is affiliated 
with the General Federation of 
Women's Clubs, and the Baha'fs were 
instrumental in facilitating the enroll
ment of the first black member (a non
Baha'O of the Alaska branch. 

Faith spreads rapidly 

Interracial work was stressed by the 
Anchorage Baha'fs from the begin
ning. In 1953, Verne Stout became the 
first white man to serve on the board of 
directors of the local chapter of the Na
tional Association for the Advance
ment of Colored People (NAACP). 
The following year he was elected 
treasurer. 

In another field, Edgar Russell was 
vice-president in 1949-50 of the 
American Federation of Government 
Employees while working for the 
Alaska Railroad, and served as a 
negotiator for the union with man
agement, negotiations that amicably 
produced a new pay scale and five-day 
work week for employees. The 
meetings were opened with Baha'f 

Shown are some of the believers who 
attended the dedication ceremony jor 

prayers for guidance, and were free 
from the bitterness on both sides that 
had characterized previous negotiating 
sessions. 

To help further a second goal that 
the Guardian had given to Alaska for 
the second Seven Year Plan, that of 
multiplying the centers of the Faith in 
Alaska, the Baha'fs spread rapidly 
around the territory, gradually concen
trating in areas chosen for the forma-

The main room of the lfa;(ratu'I-Quds 
in Anchorage as it appeared on dedica
tion day, August 6, 1955. 

tion of new Local Spiritual Assemblies 
to assure the solid foundation nec
essary for the formation of the first 
National Spiritual Assembly of 
Alaska. 

Two additional goals of the 

the l!a;[ratu'I-Quds in Anchorage held building was used as the first Baha'[ 
August 6, 1955. Four years later, the National Center in Alaska. 
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Plan-propagating the Faith among 
the Eskimos and translating and 
publishing passages from the Writings 
into their native language-were car
ried steadily forward over a period of 
time preceding and following the sec
ond Seven Year Plan, as well as during 
the Plan itself. 

At the annual Fur Rendezvous in 
Anchorage, when Eskimos came from 
Nome, Diomede Island and King Is
land to trade furs, dance, and have 
blanket tosses, the Baha'is of An
chorage offered them hospitality and 
entertained them in their homes. 

Meanwhile, a long search was under
taken to find an Eskimo willing and 
able to help translate passages from the 
Writings into the Eskimo language. 
Finally, Hadley Ferguson, a non
Baha'i who was a full-blooded Eskimo 
princess of the Kobuk tribe, told 
Frances Wells, who was then in Fair
banks, that she would help. A pam
phlet in the Eskimo language was 
published in 1954. It contained 
passages from the Writings in English, 
translations into the Kobuk Eskimo 
dialect, and drawings to illustrate the 
principles of the Faith. 

The first All-Alaska Teaching Con
ference was held in the Anchorage area 
in the summer of 1955 with one of its 
principal instructors Florence May
berry, who is now a Counsellor serving 
at the International Teaching Centre in 
Haifa. More than half of the Baha'i 
community of Alaska attended this 
precursor of a Baha'i summer school. 

In accordance with the goals of the 
Ten Year Crusade (1953-1963) the 
Baha'is of Alaska, with the help of 
pioneers, opened the Aleutian Islands, 
Baranof Island, and Kodiak Island, all 
by 1954. 

First National Assembly 

To prepare for the establishment of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Alaska, Local Spiritual Assemblies 
were formed in Fairbanks, Tanana 
Valley, Ketchikan and Juneau. In addi
tion to the Assembly in Anchorage, 
there was another in the adjacent rural 
area known as the Anchorage Record
ing District Qater known as Spenard, 
and now Oceanview). 

These Local Assemblies were formed 
by April 1957, and the first National 
Spiritual Assembly of Alaska was 
elected on April 23 of that year with 
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the Hand of the Cause of God Paul 
Haney, who was then chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States, representing the Guar
dian at the first National Convention 
of Alaska. The National Spiritual As
sembly of Alaska was the fifth of 13 
elected during that RiQvan period and 
was the 17th pillar of the Universal 
House of Justice to be raised in the 
Baha'i world. 

The members of Alaska's first Na
tional Spiritual Assembly were Robert 
E. Moul (chairman), Howard J. Brown 
(vice-chairman), Evelyn Huffman 
(secretary), Kathy Rodgers (recording 
secretary), Lois K. Lee (treasurer), 
Warren H. Rodgers, Janet W. Stout, 
Verne L. Stout, and Rose Perkal 
Gates. All of the members except Mr. 
and Mrs. Rodgers had at one time or 
another been members of the Spiritual 

The first National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Alaska, elected at 
Riqvan 1957. From left to right are 
Robert E. Moul, Rose P. Gates, Janet 

Assembly of Anchorage. 

At the establishment of its National 
Spiritual Assembly, the Hands of the 
Cause of God in America summed up 
the Alaska saga to that point in their 
matchless way: 

"How brief the time during which 
Alaska has passed through the pioneer 
period, the election of Local Spiritual 
Assemblies, the acquiring of adminis
trative experience, and arrival at the 
fateful period when a National 
Spiritual Assembly can be brought into 
existence! Thus, under the beloved 
Guardian's guidance, has the humanly 
impossible been undertaken and made 
possible, and an epochal milestone set 
up to mark the irresistible progress of 
the Faith of Baha'u'llah." 

Next: The acceleration of growth, 
1958-1981. 

W. Stout, Verne L. Stout, Evelyn 
Huffman, Warren Rodgers, Kathy 
Rodgers, Lois Lee, Howard Brown. 



United States 

The 1st Continental Youth Conference 

More than 3,000 Baha'i youth from 
every one of the continental United 
States, Alaska, Canada, Hawaii, Mex
ico and at least 10 other countries 
gathered July 2-5 in Kansas City, Mis
souri, for the first Continental Baha'i 
Youth Conference of the Seven Year 
Plan. 

The historic conference was blessed 
by the presence of the Hands of the 
Cause of God Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih 
Khanum and Zikrullah Khadem.· 
-Among the other guests at the con
ference were two members of the Con
tinental Board of Counsellors for the 
Americas. Farzam Arbab and Velma 
L. Sherrill; seven members of the U.S. 
National Spiritual Assembly; and 
members of the National Spiritual As
semblies of the Bahamas, the French 
Antilles and Mexico. 

Visitors also came from Bermuda, 
England, Finland, Germany, Ireland, 
India, Nigeria and Pakistan. 

The U.S. National Youth Commit
tee, which together with the National 
Teaching Committee and other offices 
at the Baha'i National Center helped 
plan and organize the conference on 
behalf of the National Spiritual As
sembly, used the occasion to unveil the 
National Youth Plan for the second 
phase of the Seven Year Plan. 

Numerous highlights 

The new plan, which emphasizes 
promoting the Faith, prayer and 
deepening, contributing to the Fund, 
and serving the Faith in one's com
munity, was received enthusiastically 
by the young people in Kansas City. 

Conference highlights included: 
• Two addresses by Amatu'l-Baha 

Ru~yyih Khanum and another by Mr. 
Khadem. 

• A gala public meeting and fireside 
Saturday evening that featured Baha'i 
entertainers Seals & Crofts, Danny 

Among the many outstanding Baha'i 
entertainers who performed at the 
Continental Youth Conference July 
2-5 in Kansas City, Missouri, were Jim 
Seals (left) and Dash Crofts. 

Deardorff, Leslie and Kelly and John 
Ford Coley, England Dan Seals, and 
the McPherson family. 

• The premiere of a one-act drama, 
"Soul Wars," produced by the Office 
of the Treasurer. 

• More than 20 special workshop 
sessions whose subject matter ranged 
from developing effective communica
tion skills and planning one's career to 
preparing for marriage and conducting 
effective firesides. 

• Two separate presentations of the 
film "The Pilgrimage," which was 
written and narrated by Amatu'l-Baha 
Ruhiyyih Khanum, and one of an 
audio-visual program, "The Heritage 
of the Martyrs." 

• A panel discussion in which mem
bers of the U.S. National Spiritual As-

sembly answered questions from the 
youth. 

• Addresses by youth speakers Gisu 
Muhajir of Brookline, Massachusetts, 
and Mark Sisson of Los Angeles, Cali
fornia. 

Keynote address 

• Three late-night social events that 
featured entertainment ranging from 
bluegrass music to modern jazz along 
with dancers from several countries. 

The keynote address Thursday even
ing was given by Glenford E. Mitchell, 
secretary of the U.S. National SpiritUal 
Assembly. 

Saturday'S public meeting, at the 
Kansas City Municipal Auditorium, 
drew an estimated 2,000 to 3,000 non
Baha'is. 

The fireside that followed also was 
well-attended, with at least eight dec
larations reported afterward. 

A large scroll with hundreds of sig
natures was sent from the conference 
to the Universal House of Justice. 

The Supreme Body cabled its con
gratulations to conference participants 
in these words: 

"Delighted learn revitalizing impact 
Kansas City conference on impressive
ly large assemblage youth. Confident 
exciting plans generated presence inspi
ration Handscause Amatu'l-Baha 
Ruhiyyih Khanum and Zikrullah Kba
dem members institutions Faith result
ing adoption both immediate and long
range projects will channel enthusiasm 
energies important resource American 
Baha'i community towards prosecu
tion current future worldwide teaching 
campaigns. Fervently praying success 
efforts youthful band lovers beloved 
Master emulate early American teach
ers in promotion His Father's Cause." 
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Peru 

Radio Baha'i of Lake Titicaca is born 

By BORIS HANDEL 
At an altitude of 12,541 feet above sea level, on the high 

plains of southeastern Peru, a momentous international 
Baha'i teaching project linking the sister communities of 
Peru and Bolivia has been initiated: Radio Baha'i of Lake 
Titicaca. 

The radio station, located strategically near the town of 
Chucuito, about 11 miles from Puno on the shores of Lake 
Titicaca, the largest navigable lake in the world, is destined 
to serve as a powerful instrument for the proclamation, pro
motion and reinforcement of Baha'i teaching in that area, 
and for the deepening and consolidation of a large number 
of Aymara Indian Baha'i communities distributed 
throughout a ISO-mile-long zone between Puno, Peru, and 
La Paz, Bolivia. 

Aymara culture 
The Aymara people have an ancient culture that is dis

tinguished from that of other groups by their language and 
deeply-rooted customs. Their principal occupations are 
agriculture and animal husbandry. Agriculture is limited by 
a hostile environment and by a shortage of arable land; 
animal husbandry, on the other hand, is pursued more in
tensively, and is even found at altitudes higher than 15,500 
feet. 

At the present time there are approximately 4,000,000 
Aymaras, a large portion of whom are virtually untouched 
by Western civilization. Many are illiterate and do not speak 
Spanish. The Aymaras, from earliest times, have been char
acterized by a stubborn resistance to cultural change. The 
powerful Inca empire met strong and heroic resistance to its 
expansion to the east, and was able to annex the Aymaras 
only after establishing a treaty that respected their language, 
religion and organized way of life. The first Christian mis
sionaries in Peru also encountered many problems in 
attempting to establish their evangelical centers among the 
Aymaras. 

The Message of God 
Today the Word of God is deeply fixed in the hearts of 

these men and women. For them, the life-giving Message of 
Baha'u'llah has opened the door to their true salvation. 

An ancient Aymaran tradition states that at a certain time 
white men would come from the other side of Lake Titicaca 
and forcibly impose their culture on the Indians. Then, at 
another time, other white men would come from across the 
lake, but this time to educate and guide them for their well
being. 

Throughout the past few years in this rough, immense 
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The building that houses Radio Baha'i of Lake Titicaca, 
near Puno, Perri, as seen from the highway. 

land, the Baha'i teachings have been actively promoted. 
Various groups and individuals have come to establish pro
jects for teaching and expansion. The inspiration for this 
noble enterprise was the promise by 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
reiterated many times by the beloved Guardian, that was 
made on Page 10 of the Tablets of the Divine Plan: 

"You must give great importance to teaching the Indians, 
that is, the aborigines of America. For these souls are like 
the ancient inhabitants of Peninsular Arabia, who previous 
to the Manifestation of His Holiness Muqammad were 
treated as savages. But when the Muqammadic light shone 
forth in their midst, they became so illumined that they 
brightened the world. Likewise, should these Indians and 
aborigines be educated and obtain guidance, there is no 
doubt that through the divine teachings, they will become so 
enlightened as in turn to shed light to all regions." 

Valuable testimony to this sacred promise has been the 
great receptivity to the Cause of Baha'u'llah in the Aymara 
area and definite indications of the beginnings of mass con
version. The progressively increasing acceptance of the 
teachings has fanned a fervent desire among the Baha'is to 
reinforce and augment the work already done, and has 
motivated many traveling teachers and pioneers, both na
tional and foreign, to teach among the Aymaras. 

This area of Peru has been honored by the presence of the 
Hands of the Cause of God Amatu'l-Baha RuQiyyih 
Khanum and Raqmatu'llah Muhajir. Among the first 
pioneers to come to this zone were Dr. William Baker (son 
of the Hand of the Cause of God Dorothy Baker and 



presently an Auxiliary Board member in Bolivia), Miss 
Christine Hoyt, John Kepner, and Ronald Mease, who serv
ed as an Auxiliary Board member. 

First meeting in centuries 

The potential of the area, and the formation of the first 
Baha'i communities, especially in the Juli region, moved the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Peru to organize the first In
ternational Aymara Baha'i Conference in August 1978. It 
was attended by Aymaras from Peru and Bolivia. For the 
first and only time in their history, the Aymara peoples met 
together to consult about their spiritual welfare, and to 
study seriously the conditions under which their village life 
could be improved. 

The most valuable fruit of this conference was the in
auguration of a teaching campaign entitled "The Spiritual 
Conquest of Lake Titicaca," which during the Five Year 
Plan generated an impressive record of expansion of the 
Cause, opening vast new horizons for the immediate future. 

The Baha'i Teaching Institute in Juli, Peru, was dedi
cated to the majestic and inspiring figure of Dr. Muhajir. 
Baha'i literature was translated into the Aymara language; 
in the space of a few months, through the dedicated efforts 
of native-born traveling teachers, more than 2,000 new 
believers were enrolled; meanwhile, local endowments were 
made and 20 local l;I~ratu'I-Quds were constructed. 

The beloved Dr. Muhajir, during a visit to Peru in De
cember 1979, called on the Peruvian Baha'is to unite and 
arise to carry the Message of Baha'u'llah to all parts of the 
region by participating in a special 4O-day teaching project 
in Puno. A few days after his ringing call and moving 
presentation, word was received of the unexpected ascen": 
sion of this illustrious teacher of the Cause of God. The 
friends were plunged into sadness and consternation by this 
news; nevertheless, it added even greater impetus to the 
teaching efforts, and the spirit of service and devotion of 
the Peruvian and Bolivian Baha'is was redoubled, resulting 
in widespread proclamation of the Faith and the enrollment 
of hU!ldreds of new believers. 
The first radio activities 

Toward the end of 1978, when 18 enthusiastic indigenous 

A BaM 'f children's class is held in the middle of the 'Puna. ' 
The jeep used by the Bahd'f teachers is at the left. 

Baha'is participating in a teacher training class in Pilcuyo, 
PerU, present a colorful picture in their native costumes. 

believers attended the first radio workshop at the Baha'i 
Teaching Institute in Juli, they could not anticipate the 
glorious nature of the activities they were initiating. A series 
of five more workshops followed, culminating in the Inter
national Baha'i Radio and Television Conference, held in 
Puno in May 1980. The desire of the friends to serve Baha
'u'llah enabled them to surmount virtually impossible dif
ficulties, such as woefully inadequate equipment, to pro
duce for the first time ever programs in the Aymara 
language that were broadcast by a local commercial radio 
station. Their constancy and progressively improving exper
tise, coupled with their devotion and the selflessness with 
which they shouldered the many responsibilities, assuredly 
attracted the blessing of being chosen by the Universal 
House of Justice to establish the second Baha'i radio station 
in the world. 

Radio Baha'i of Peni is born 
The first International Baha'i Conference on Radio and 

Television, sponsored by the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Peru and the Continental Board of Counsellors for South 
America, was held on the campus of the National Technical 
University of the Altiplano. In addition to exchanging ideas 
and experiences in radio and TV teaching in several national 
communities and on several different levels, the participants 
also commemorated the 88th anniversary of the Ascension 
of Baha'u'llah. 

At a crucial and dramatic moment during the conference, 
dozens of Baha'is came forward to volunteer their help in 
the development and construction of Radio Baha'i of Lake 
Titicaca. The success of the conference far exceeded what 
had been expected. As a part of the program, the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah was proclaimed to high government officials. 
Among the other high points was a meeting of conference 
participants at the proposed site of Radio Baha'i in Peru 
and the recital of prayers in several languages. 
The 'For' project is begun 

In the days following the Radio and TV Conference, a 
teaching program entitled "For" was launched. A number 
of Baha'is from several countries volunteered their services 
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and were immediately organized in teams that traveled and 
taught in the area around Lake Titicaca. Starting from 
Puno and ending at La Paz, Bolivia, where a satellite con
ference was held, the campaign had as its objective the loca
tion of towns that could, in future, become archetypes of a 
Baha'i society. 

The satellite conference was transformed into a "unity 
feast" at which new methods of teaching were shared, in
cluding such innovative ideas as the establishment of a 
traveling Baha'i teaching institute, the use of new audio
visual materials, local "tuning in" or receiving centers (to 
receive and listen to Baha'i radio programs), and so forth. 
On their return to Peru, the teams openly and enthus
iastically taught the Faith, visiting schools, public plazas 
and parks, radio stations, and government representatives. 
The doors were opened to present the Cause at a TV station, 

Bohd'{ teachers with participants in a deepening class in 
Plateria, Puno, PerU. 

a theatre, a Catholic church, and a military base. 

Closely paralleling the teaching campaign was the initia
tion of construction work on the building that was to house 
Radio Baha'i of Lake Titicaca. On July IS, 1980, the cor
nerstone was laid. Construction has been directed by Kam
ran Mansuri, a selfless and devoted pioneer to Ecuador 
from Iran who is an engineer. A number of indigenous be
lievers from the Puno area also have volunteered their ser
vices to help construct the edifice. 
Expansion and consolidation 

At present, the teaching work among the Aymaras is per
formed largely by indigenous Baha'is who visit the nu
merous and distant localities, usually traveling on foot due 
to the lack of reliable transportation. Throughout the year, 
district institutes are held in the various regions of the coun
try, sponsored by the Regional Teaching Committee. A per
manent Baha'i traveling teaching institute maintains a pro
gram of regular visits of a few days each to various Baha'i 
communities where the local believers are deepened in such 
matters as Baha'i education of children, women's activities, 
functions of the Local Spiritual Assembly, the Nineteen 
Day Feast, and so on. A Baha'i club is being formed at the 
university in Puno (the National Technical University of the 
Altiplano) where the most talented youth in the region are 
to be found. During the RiQvan period of B.E. 137 (1980), 
SO new localities were opened to the Faith and SI Local 
Spiritual Assemblies were elected. During RiQvan 138 
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(1981), the number of Assemblies was increased to 130. 
Radio Baha'i will be invaluable in the deepening and con
solidation of these Assemblies and localities. 

Permission to broadcast 

Much worrying and preoccupation was caused in the 
Peruvian Baha'i community by the long wait involved in the 
radio licensing process. Finally, after a memorable week 
during which the entire Peruvian national community 
united spiritually and prayed the Tablet of Alpnad daily, 
permission was granted, on March 3, 1981, to use the short
wave band at 890 KHz. The official announcement, coming 
less than three weeks before Naw-RUz, filled the Baha'is 
with joy. That same day, the National Spiritual Assembly 
cabled the exciting news to the Universal House of Justice. 

Now the finishing touches to the radio station's construc
tion are being directed by a team of Baha'i engineers who 
are lovingly dedicating their time and knowledge to the 
completion of this worthy project. The team includes Kurt 
Grove, an American geologist lately from Puerto Rico who 
is pioneering in Puno; Zabihollah Mohebbi, an electronics 
engineer from Iran who is pioneering in Bolivia; and An
tonio Fernandez, a Peruvian electrical engineer. They are 
being guided, as the entire project has been guided, by en
gineer K. Dean Stephens, a pioneer from the U.S. to Puerto 
Rico who is the technical adviser to the Universal House of 
Justice on radio in the Americas. 

Radio Baha'i of Lake Titicaca was scheduled to begin 
broadcasting in July, with the official inauguration pro
gram to be held November 12, 1981, the 164th anniversary 
of the Birth of Baha'u'lllih. 

For the Baha'is in Peru and throughout the world, this 
radio station, dedicated to Baha'u'lllih and His Cause, to
gether with its sister station in Otavalo, Ecuador, and the 
future stations to be established in Bolivia, Brazil, Chile and 
Panama, represents the first glimmerings of the glory pro
mised to the indigenous American believers by the prophetic 
pen of the beloved Master, 'Abdu'l-Baha, in the Tablets of 
the Divine Plan. 



India 

Progress on the Mother Temple 

These recent photos show further pro
gress on construction of the Mother 
Temple of the Indian sub-continent 
near Delhi. Because of the rapidly ris
ing cost of materials and labor, the 
Universal House of Justice called in 
June for an acceleration of work on the 
Houses of Worship in India and 
Samoa. The chief architect on the 
lotus-shaped Temple in India is 
Fariburz ~ahba. 

! 
1 

/ 
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The world 

Faith is proclaimed widely in Pakistan 

The Faith was widely proclaimed in 
Karachi and Hyderabad, Pakistan, 
during a week of Baha'i activities in 
April and May. 

Proclamation efforts April 25-May 4 
in Karachi, planned by the local teach
ing committee, included meetings with 
radio and television executives and 
with principals and head masters of 14 
primary and secondary schools. 

Baha'i books were given to many 
educators. 
Faith at every opportunity and con
ducted many successful firesides. 

The proclamation week in Karachi 
ended May 4 with a public meeting at 
the Baha'i Center. Later that evening, 
Radio Pakistan broadcast a 12-minute 
program of excerpts from the meeting 
whose theme was "The Destiny of 
Mankind." 

Proclamation events were held May 
18-25 at six educational institutions in 
Hyderabad including Sind University 
and three women's colleges. 

Auxiliary Board member Dr. Sabir 
Afaghi proclaimed the Faith during a 
government-sponsored seminar on the 
problems of book publication and sales 
in national and regional languages. 
The seminar was attended by more 
than 20 delegates from every region of 
Pakistan. 

Baha'i literature in Pushti, Punjabi, 
Baluchi and Sindhi was presented to 
the directors of the academies of those 
regional languages. Other delegates 
also were given Baha'i literature. 

Baha'i youth from 13 localities in 
Pakistan participated May 8-9 in a Na
tional Youth Conference at the Baha'i 
Center in Rawalpindi. 

The speakers included Auxiliary 
Board members Yusuf Bijnouri and 
Dr. Afaghi who reviewed the goals of 
the Seven Year Plan. 

A handicrafts and poster contest was 
held, and youth performed newly com-
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posed songs and skits about the Faith. 
At the conclusion of the conference, 

many participants volunteered to carry 

out various goals of the second phase 
of the Seven Year Plan. 

DESTINY OF MANKIND 
>,+'fAY 4 ~. 1!J81 

A public meeting May 4 at the Baha'i 
Center in Karachi, Pakistan, using the 
theme 'The Destiny of Mankind' was 
recorded by Radio Pakistan. The meet
ing ended a week of proclamation ac
tivities planned by the local teaching 

The first training camp for selected 
believers from some 15 localities in 
Pakistan was held last December 30-31 
at a newly acquired I:l~iratu'l-Quds in 
Nawabshah, about 50 minutes north of 
Hyderabad. 

During the two-day conference, the 
friends discussed common problems 
and share experiences. 

Village teaching has been conducted 
regularly in the state of Punjab, where 

committee. AddresSing the audience is 
Asrar H. Siddiqui, a Baha'i speaker. 
The guest speaker, Prof Abul Khair 
Kashfi, is at the left. Fazil Kiayani 
(center) also participated in the proc
lamation program. 

Pakistani Baha'is and visiting believers 
from other countries have distributed 
substantial amounts of Baha'i liter
ature. 

A regional teaching committee or
ganized two-day deepening classes in 
Lahore, and children's classes are be
ing held in Gujrat and Islamabad. 

In January, 35 children attended a 
weekend of activities organized by the 
local education committee in Karachi. 



Portugal 
Eighty people including 30 non

Baha'is were present May 9 at the first 
meeting on the Faith ever held at the 
University of Coimbra, Portugal. 

Speakers included Saiid J alall, a 
member of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Portugal, and Auxiliary 
Board member Fernando Mesquita. 

Believers from all areas of the coun
try helped the Baha'is of Coimbra plan 
the proclamation event that received 
widespread publicity in local newspa
pers and on radio. 

The program included an introduc
tion to the Faith, live music by Baha'i 
musicians, and a presentation of the 
fIlm, "Give Me That New Time Re
ligion," with Dizzy Gillespie and Seals 
and Crofts. 

The program was followed by a 
question-and-answer session that 
lasted until midnight. 

SaUd lalali (right), a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Portu
gal, addresses the 80 people who at
tended a public meeting May 9 at the 
University of Coimbra, Portugal. The 
meeting, the first Bahd'{-sponsored 
event ever held at the university, was 
chaired by Auxiliary Board member 
Fernando Mesquita (left). 

Fiji Islands 

Shown are some of the 80 people who Coimbra, Portugal. The audience, 
were present May 9 at the first Bahd'{ composed primarily of students, in
meeting ever held at the University of cluded 30 non-Bahd'{s. 

Delegates and guests at the Bahd'{ Na
tional Convention held April 25-26 in 
Colo-i-suva, Fiji Islands, are shown 
outside the Convention meeting place. 
One of the believers whose hobby is 
photography made copies of the photo 
available to participants before the 
close of the Convention. 
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Chad 

More than 160 Baha'{ youth from 40 
localities in Chad attended the second 
National Youth Conference held 
March 19-21 in Moissala. The confer
ence, one of the largest Baha '{ events 
ever held in that country, and a month
long teaching campaign organized by 
the National Youth Committee, led to 
the enrollment of 100 new believers 
and helped open many new localities to 
the Faith. During the conference, the 
Faith was introduced to the vice-presi
dent of Chad by M. Changuiz, a mem
ber of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Chad,' Auxiliary Board member M. 
Gheadoumadji,' and a member of the 
National Youth Committee. The meet
ing with the vice-president lasted for 
one and one-half hours. 

Papua New Guinea 

Baha '{ posters and pamphlets decorate 
this store window on a busy street in 
Rabaul, Papua New Guinea. The store 
is owned by a Bahd'{ pioneer who has 
agreed to have Baha'{ displays in the 
window on a permanent basis. The be
lievers in Rabaul place new materials in 
the window every few weeks. The 
Baha'I' community reports that many 
interested passersby have taken Baha '{ 
literature that is available inside the 
store. 
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EI Salvador 
Sixty Baha'is and one young seeker 

attended a memorial service June 21 at 
the Baha'i Center in San Salvador, EI 
Salvador, that was held in honor of the 
seven martyrs of Hamadan, Iran. 

Prayers were read and chanted in 
English and Persian. Two believers 
who are distant relatives of two of the 
martyrs of Hamadan spoke about 
them. 

Baha'is in EI Salvador attended ano
ther memorial service, this one for the 
martyrs of Yazd, Iran, two weeks prior 
to the June 21 event. 

A delegation composed of members 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
EI Salvador delivered written messages 
about the Baha'i martyrdoms to gov
ernment officials in that country. 

Hong Kong 
The first Cantonese-language broad

cast to mention the name of Baha'
u'llah and the Baha'i Faith was pre
sented March 21 by a commercial radio 
station in Hong Kong that can be heard 
in Canton, China, as well as in Hong 
Kong and Macao. 

That same evening, the broadcast 
was repeated in English. 

The National Baha'i Radio and Tele
vision Committee of Hong Kong des
cribes the broadcast in Cantonese as an 
important "first" for the Faith. 



India 

Mexico 
More than 140 people attended a 

dinner-dance in Guadalajara, Mexico, 
on the anniversary of the Birth of the 
Bab. 

The festive evening was sponsored 
by the Spiritual Assemblies of Gua
dalajara and Zapopan. 

The keynote speaker was Carmen de 
Burafato, a Continental Counsellor for 
the Americas. A summary of her talk 
was given in English, and many ques
tions followed. 

Baha'i literature was made available, 
and a red carnation was presented to 
each woman present. 

Swaziland 
During Intercalary Days the Spiri

tual Assembly of Mbabane, Swaziland, 
sponsored a party for a children's ward 
of a government hospital in that city. 

Rangers from the Mlilwane Game 
Park participated by showing the chil
dren a film about Swaziland's wild ani
mals. 

After the film Baha'i youth sang a 
song, a healing prayer was read, and 
refreshments were served. 

Nearly 100,000 people visited a Bahd'{ 
book stall at the annual Lucknow Fes
tival held for 15 days in February and 
sponsored by the government of Uttar 
Pradesh State, India. Bahd'{ literature 
was offered for sale at the booth, and 
people waited in turn to ask about the 
Faith. 
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Nigeria 

Approximately 50 people partici
pated April 9-12 in the first Baha'i 
Youth Conference ever held in eastern 
Nigeria. 

The conference, organized by Ni
geria's National Youth Committee, 
was held at the Afikpo District Baha'i 
Center in Ndibe Village, Imo State. 

Included were deepening classes on 
Baha'i history, laws, teachings, and 
basic responsibilities of Baha'i youth. 

Teachers included Auxiliary Board 
member Paul Alu and pioneers from 
the Philippines and the United States. 

Children, youth and adults took part 
in the classes. 

During the four day conference, 
four Baha'i teaching teams of three to 
six people each visited local villages 
and compounds in the Afikpo area. 

Food was prepared by the local be
lievers. One evening of the conference 
was set aside for local Baha'i children 
who sang songs in the local languages. 

More than 75 students at a teacher 
training college in Afikpo, Nigeria, ex
pressed their desire to become Baha'is 
and the first Spiritual Assembly of Etiti 
Arna Oso, Nigeria, was elected during 
a teaching campaign last February by a 
group of about 30 believers from nine 
Nigerian cities. 

Shown here are participants in a teach
ing trip last February in southeastern 
Nigeria. The successful effort was 
dedicated to the memory of the seven 

18 September 1981/Baha'j News 

Members of the Spiritual Assembly of 
Etiti Ama Oso, Nigeria, are shown 
shortly after the Assembly's formation 
February 23. Among the members of 
the Assembly is village Chief Ezeogo 
Okorie Ndukwe (seated in center with 
photo of 'Abdu'l-Baha) whose son has 
been a Bahti'f for several years. 

The project, centered around Afikpo 
in southeastern Nigeria, was dedicated 
to the seven recent Baha'i martyrs in 
Yazd, Iran. Participants included two 
Auxiliary Board members and the mu
sical group, "The Waves of One Sea." 

More than 400 students and faculty 
members attended a public meeting at 
Macgregor Teacher Training College in 
Afikpo. The event was held in the col-

martyrs of Yazd, Iran. It began with a 
weekend meeting at the district Bahti'f 
Center in Ajikpo, Nigeria. 

lege chapel, which was decorated with 
Baha'i posters and a book display. 

At the end of the presentation, more 
than 75 students insisted that they 
wished to become Baha'is. They were 
then divided into groups and were 
deepened in various aspects of the 
Faith. 

The traveling teachers were warmly 
received in Etiti Arna Oso, where the 
first Local Spiritual Assembly was 
formed February 23 with the village 
chief as one of its elected members. 

Nineteen residents of Uburu village 
declared their belief in Baha'u'Uah 
when the teachers visited that commu
nity. 

The chief in Uburu said Baha'is had 
been in that village two years before, 
but no one had corne since them to tell 
them more. 

The teaching project was a result of 
a meeting January 1-2 in Lagos for 
Persian believers at which a message 
from the Universal House of Justice to 
Persian Baha'is living outside Iran was 
studied. 



Hawaii 
Gov. George R. Ariyoshi of Hawaii 
signs into law a bill that excuses pupil 
absences from the state school system 
for religious holy days. Witnessing the 
signing are (left to right) Tracy Hamil
ton, chairman of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Hawaiian Islands; 
State Sen. Charles Campbell; Julius 
Nodel, Rabbi Emeritus of Temple 
Emanu-El in Honolulu; and Elizabeth 
Hollinger, secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly. The new law, 
which benefits children of every reli
gion, is the result of 19 years of work 
by the Bahd'f community of Hawaii. It 
was supported by the Jewish, Christian 
and Buddhist communities. 

Mauritius 

" 

...... 
" . 

. 4' f,,-LoI-.tIll .. .. 

Shown here are many of the Bahd'is 
who attended the National Convention 
of Mauritius held April 30-May 3. 

Andre 8rugiroux (standing at left), a 
traveling teacher from France, ad
dresses Bahd'(s in Port Louis, 
Mauritius, March 8 during his visit to 
French-speaking countries in Africa. 
Mr. Brugiroux proclaimed the Faith on 
radio and television in Mauritius. Ar
ticles about his travels that have 
resulted in a book and film he has pro
duced appeared in all the country's ma
jor newspapers. He spoke to a total of 
1,500 school students. The National 
Spiritual Assembly of Mauritius des
cribed Mr. Brugiroux's visit as highly 
successful for the proclamation of the 
Faith. 
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Alaska 

A Baha'i community grows, matures 

By JANET W. STOUT 
As 'Abdu'I-BaM wrote in the Tab

lets of the Divine Plan, "Alaska is a 
vast country ... Perchance, God will
ing, the lights of the most great guid
ance may illumine that country and the 
breezes of the rose garden of the love 
of God may perfume the nostrils of the 
inhabitants of Alaska. Should ye be
come confirmed in thus rendering such 
a service, rest ye assured that ye shall 
crown your heads with the diadem of 
everlasting sovereignty, and at the 
threshold of oneness you will become 
the favored and accepted servants." 

Alaska's vastness comprises half a 
million square miles-one-fifth the size 
of the continental United States. In 
1939, when the first Baha'i pioneers ar
rived to lay the foundation of the Ad
ministrative Order in Alaska, there 
were about 60,000 inhabitants-half of 
whom were natives. That number 
would be no more than a small crowd 
today at a major college football game. 
The present population of Alaska is 
roughly 500,000, or about one person 
per square mile. 

Alaska has always been known for 
the dedication of its believers, their 
vigorous teaching activities, and the 
early completion of its goals. All of the 
goals assigned to Alaska by the Guar
dian for the Ten Year Crusade 
(1953-63) wc:re completed in the first 
four years of that Plan. In fact, the 
only goal not completed upon the es
tablishment of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Alaska in April 1957 was 
its incorporation, which was accom
plished only five months later. The 
Guardian gave Alaska a subsidiary Six 
Year Plan, and all those goals were 
easily met. 

One of the goals given to Alaska 
during the Ten Year Crusade was to 
open the virgin territories of the Aleu
tian Islands, Kodiak Island, and Bara-

George and Elinore Putney and their 
children arriving in Anchorage in 1953. 
Mrs. Putney continued on to Unalaska 
and was named a Knight of Bahd
'u'lldh by the Guardian. Mr. Putney 
later rejoined the family in Unalaska. 

nof Island. Baha'is who hastened to all 
of these areas earned the title of 
Knights of BaM'u'llah. 

To the Aleutians went 1enabe and 
Elaine Caldwell and their three sons, 
and Elinore Putney and her three 
daughters. Baranof Island received 
Helen Robinson, Gail A very, and 
Grace Bahovec, while Kodiak Island 
welcomed Jack Huffman, Rose Perkal 
(Gates), and Bernard Guhrke. 

On the beloved Guardian's map 
chronicling the accomplishments of the 
World Crusade, he had 10 arrows lead
ing from the circle representing Ugan
da, which led the Baha'i world in 
achievements in 1958, and next to 
Uganda, with nine arrows, was Alaska. 
At the end of the Nine Year Plan, 
Alaska was second only to Fiji in 

reaching its assigned goals. 

One of the reasons for Alaska's in
domitable spirit and marvelous 
achievements may well be the Guar
dian's loving inspiration and guidance 
and his personal attention to the be
lievers there over the years. He wrote 
more than 100 letters to individuals 
and institutions in Alaska, a selection 
of which was published just before the 
International Conference in An
chorage in 1976 and titled High En
deavours: Messages to Alaska. 

Hands, Counsellors help 

Alaskans have been strengthened 
and inspired over the years by no less 
than 24 visits by 13 of the Hands of the 
Cause of God, and by the continual 
guidance of Continental Counsellors 
and Auxiliary Board members. 

Paul Haney was the first of the 
Hands of the Cause of God to visit 
Alaska, coming in 1957 as the Guar
dian's representative to the first Na
tional Convention of Alaska. As the 
years passed his visit was followed by 
those of the Hands of the Cause A.Q. 
Faizi, H. Collis Featherstone (3 visits), 
A.A. Furutan (3), Dr. Ugo Giachery, 
Dhikru'llah Khadem (2), Jalal Khazeh 
(2), Amatu'l-Baha Rul}.Iyyih Khanum, 
Dr. Ral}.matu'llah Muhajir, Enoch 
Olinga, John Robarts (4), Tarazu'llab 
Samandari, and William Sears (3). 

Counsellor Florence Mayberry has 
made 17 visits to Alaska, both before 
and after the formation of its National 
Spiritual Assembly. En route to Haifa 
in 1973 to begin serving at the Inter
national Teaching Centre, Mrs. May
berry stopped in Anchorage for an in
spiring weekend "Conference on Car
mel." In July 1979, H. Borrah Kavelin 
became the first member of the Univer
sal House of Justice to visit Alaska, in
cluding it on his itinerary during a visit 
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to the North American continent. 
In November 1980 Lauretta King 

was appointed to the Continental 
Board of Counsellors for the Americas 
by the Universal House of Justice, the 
first Alaskan to achieve that rank. 
Alaska also has four Auxiliary Board 
members-two for protection (How
ard Brown, Ray Hudson) and two for 
propagation (Fletcher Bennett, Raye 
Mullin). 

Properties acquired 

Acquisition of national Endowments 
was another goal of the Ten Year Cru
sade, and has been a continuing aspect 
of the growth of the Faith in Alaska. 
Prior to the establishment of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly in 1957, the 
first national J:Ia~iratu'I-Quds was ac
quired in Anchorage by the Spiritual 
Assembly of Anchorage and held in 
trust. As the Guardian had directed, a 
"modest" building was chosen: a small 
one-story log cabin, one of the earliest 
in Anchorage, consisting of three 
rooms and bath with a small apartment 
at the side for a caretaker. The prop
erty cost $7,500. It was dedicated Au
gust 6, 1955, with Counsellor May
berry as an honored guest. This build
ing served as the National Center until 
the great earthquake of 1964 made it 
unsafe, resulting in its being closed in 
May of that year. 

About a year later, with help from 
the proceeds of the sale of the first 
headquarters, the second national 
l:I~ratu'I-Quds of Alaska was pur
chased for $24,000 in the Hollowbrook 
subdivision on the southern outskirts 
of Anchorage. This was a house with 
living quarters for the national sec
retary and an attached garage that was 
easily converted into office space. In 
1969, the national secretary became a 
full-time paid staff member rather than 
a part-time volunteer. 

As the Alaskan BaM'i community 
grew and its activities expanded, these 
quarters were outgrown. Property far
ther south, acquired from the home
stead property of Vern and Evelyn 
Huffman, was chosen on which to 
build a structure designed to meet cur
rent needs. Construction began on Jan
uary 4, 1975, with the temperature at 
40 degrees below zero! 

The present l:I~ratu'I-Quds has two 
floors, with the ground floor consisting 
of an attractive reception area, four of-
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fices, a conference room, archives 
room, literature sales room, two store
rooms, a mail room, refreshment area, 
and caretaker's apartment. The upper 
floor has four apartments whose rental 
helps to defray expenses. The ap
praised value is $498,150 including the 
grounds. A dedication ceremony was 
held November 9, 1975, in the presence 
of four Continental Counsellors: 
Lloyd Gardner, Sarah M. Pereira, 
Velma L. Sherrill, and Edna True 
(Alaska Baha'i News, No. 188, Jan
uary 1976, pp. 1-4) 

In the summer of 1957, shortly after 
the formation of the first National 
Spiritual Assembly of Alaska, its Tem
ple site, a gift from Vern and Evelyn 
Huffman, was approved by the Guar-

dian. The original three-acre tract lay 
about eight miles south of the An
chorage city limits at that time. The 
property slopes upward from De Ar
moun Road for about 450 feet, then 
slopes gently downward on the north. 
The land overlooks the Chugach 
mountain range to the east, the Turn
again Arm of Cook Inlet to the south, 
and the Inlet itself to the west. The fa
mous Sleeping Lady (Mount Susitna) 
can be seen in the distance. It is one of 
the loveliest sites in the Anchorage 
area, and the future Temple will be 

seen easily by most air travelers to that 
city. Several additional acres adjoining 
the original tract have since been ac
quired. 

Other Endowments were awaiting 
the new National Spiritual Assembly: 
20 acres of homestead land on Huff
man Road in the same area; 10 acres 
donated by Arthur and Wilma Greg
ory, and 10 more acres given by Vern 
and Evelyn Huffman. This land was 
deeded to the Spiritual Assembly of 
Anchorage in 1949 in trust for an an
ticipated National Assembly. 

In 1957, the BaM'i Center of 
Unalaska in the Aleutian Islands, 
which was built by Jenabe and Elaine 
Caldwell, became part of the national 
Endowments. In 1972, the Caldwells 
donated the equity in another building 

Rob and Helen Robinson and their 
children, Donna and Robbie Jr. Mrs. 
Robinson, a pioneer to Baranof Island, 
is a Knight of Baha'u'lldh. 

on 2 112 acres in the Spenard area 
(near Anchorage) to be known as the 
Mathew Kaszab Institute. The facility 
consists of a four-bedroom house with 
two living rooms and two baths, and a 
large attached garage that has been 
converted to additional dormitory and 
classroom space. The Institute, which 
has been in almost constant use for 



conferences, meetings and other 
gatherings, is named in memory of an 
early Baha'i pioneer to Nicaragua (see 
The Bah(i'{ World, Vol. IX, "In Me
moriam," pp. 614-16) 

Tom and Georgia Heisler gave 
equity in property in southeastern 
Alaska on North Douglas Road, Doug
las, that was to be used for a summer 
school but instead was developed into 
another Institute and named after 
Napoleon Bergamaschi, the first pio
neer to Savoonga. There was a small 
house and two foundations started on 
a 3 112-acre lot; its value when donated 
in 1967 was about $40,000. In 1979 this 
property, by then outgrown, was used 
as the basis of an exchange for prop
erty in Haines, where the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Alaska now has 
a summer school and land valued at 
about $120,000. 

At the conclusion of the Ten Year 
Crusade in 1963, all nine members of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Alaska participated in the first election 
of the Universal House of Justice. At 
that time Alaska stood first alpha
betically among countries in the BaM'i 
world having National Assemblies, and 
was called on first to cast its ballots. 
Howard Brown of Alaska became the 
first person ever to cast a ballot for the 
election of the House of Justice. 

The following year, when the Su
preme Body unveiled the Nine Year 
Plan, the Baha'is of Alaska were called 
upon to "plant the banner of Baha
'u'llah in the as yet unopened areas of 
the Alaskan Peninsula, of Nunivak Is
land, Pribilof Islands, Prince of Wales 
Island, and St. Lawrence Island." 

The first to reach their new posts 
were the dedicated Huffmans-Vern 
and Evelyn-who went to Klawock, 
Prince of Wales Island, on September 
18, 1965. Shortly afterward, the 
Alaska Peninsula was opened by Ben 
and Harriet Guhrke, who settled at 
Naknek. On March 22, 1966, Napo
leon (Nip) Bergamaschi and his three 
children-Napoleon Jr., Ida and Leo
nard-moved to Savoonga, St. Law
rence Island. Rowena Burack Curring
ton ventured to St. Paul in the Pribilof 
Islands on April 6, 1966, while 
Leonard (Bud) Revet arrived 12 days 
later at Mekoryuk on Nunivak Island. 

In fulfillment of another goal of the 
Nine Year Plan, Baha'i literature has 
been translated into Athabascan and 
Tlingit, as well as other major lan
guages of Alaska such as Aleut, Yupik, 
Haida, Inupiaq, the Dot Lake dialect 
of Tanacross Athabascan, Kutchin or 
Fort Yukon Athabascan, Koyukan, 
Tanaina, and Kobuk. Some of these 
translations were accomplished during 
succeeding Plans. Tapes have also been 
made in native languages, and have 
been found to be especially effective in 
teaching. 

'Pioneer-minded' 

The National Spiritual Assembly has 
sponsored a regular publication, "The 
Wind of Baha," primarily for the in
digenous believers, to inform them of 
the principles of the Faith and of vari
ous special events. This is in addition 
to the Alaska Bah(i'( News, which has 
been published regularly since August 
1957, first in mimeographed form. 

Delegates and guests at the first Na
tional Convention of Alaska in 1957 
with the Hand of the Cause of God 
Paul Haney (back row center). 

During the Nine Year Plan, the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Alaska 
was called upon to enter the field of in
ternational cooperation by helping in 
the acquisition of Temple sites in Mon
rovia, Liberia, and Luxembourg. Sub
sequently, under the Five Year Plan, 
sites for future Mashriqu'l-Adhkars in 
or near Paramaraibo, Suriname; Colo
nia, Yap Islands; Agana, Guam; Po
nape, Caroline Islands; and Majuro, 
Marshall Islands, were added to the 
list. Another goal was to assist the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Equa
torial Guinea to acquire a national 
l:Ia~ratu'I-Quds in MaIibo, but politi
cal conditions have not yet allowed the 
achievement of that goal. 

Alaskans have always been pioneer
minded, and have filled many overseas 
goals. During the Nine Year Plan, 15 
Alaskans went to the Canary and 
Caroline Islands, the Dominican Re
public, Germany, Lesotho, Malta and 
Swaziland. Since then, pioneers from 
Alaska have gone to Kenya and other 
areas in East Africa (Malawi, Nigeria, 
South Africa, Liberia and Cameroon) 
and to the Bahamas, Belgium, Chile, 
Denmark, Finland, Guam, Iceland, 
Japan, the Leeward and Windward Is
lands, Mexico, Norway, Okinawa, 
Paraguay, Peru, the Philippines, Sa
moa, Singapore, and Sweden. Short
term pioneers have gone to the Faroe 
Islands, Solomon Islands, and Indo
nesia, while Alaska's pioneering goal 
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in Ecuador was filled by a pioneer 
from outside Alaska. In all, Alaskans 
had pioneered to 33 countries by the 
opening of the Seven Year Plan. 

In 1970, teacher training institutes 
were begun in Alaska under the direc
tion of then-Auxiliary Board member 
Jenabe Caldwell. Patterned after his 
similarly successful institutes in Mexi
co, they inspired many believers to go 
forth and hold proclamation events, 
resulting in increased enrollments that 
would help lay the foundation for the 
future "entry by troops" into the Faith 
in Alaska. 

Traveling teachers were generous 
with their time in helping the Alaskan 

teaching Counsellor 
Mayberry, who in 1978 made her 17th 
trip to the state. In July and August 
1973, the beloved Hand of the Cause 
of God Amatu'l-Baha Rui}iyyih 
Khanum made an extensive 30-day visit 
to 16 Alaskan communities. In ad
dition to Anchorage, she traveled to 
Barrow, Bethel, Fairbanks, Juneau, 
Kake, Kodiak-Spruce Cape, Kotzebue, 
Nenana, Nome, Petersburg, Sa
voonga, Tanana, Wrangell and Una
laska. In Unalaska, at her request, 
Amatu'l-Baha went out on a fishing 
boat owned by a Baha'i to gather 
mussels and clams that she cooked for 
the friends that evening. 

In addition to the teacher training in
stitutes already mentioned, Alaskan 
Baha'is have deepened themselves at 
numerous teaching conferences, semi-
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nars, and weekend classes. A four- or 
five-day Summer School was held each 
year in the Juneau area from 1958-77, 
often with a Hand of the Cause of God 
on the faculty. In 1980 a policy was es
tablished of having two Summer 
Schools each year: one in southern 
Alaska at Haines, and the other in 
north-central Alaska in the Matanuska 
Valley. Regular weekend teaching 
events have been scheduled and carried 
out for years in Fairbanks-Tanana 
Valley, Matanuska Valley-Palmer, 
Petersburg, and the Kenai area. These 
have attracted believers from many 
areas of the state. 

The Faith has won recognition as an 
independent world religion in Alaska 

The Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'IS 
of the Anchorage Recording District, 
incorporated January 19, 1955. How
ard Brown, now an Auxiliary Board 
member, is at left in front row. 

by virtue of the fact that many Baha'is 
have taken the Holy Days off from 
work. Recognition also has been 
granted by local school officials so that 
Baha'i students can be officially ex
cused from classes on those days. To 
date, that status has been granted in 
the following communities: Greater 
Anchorage, North Star Borough (Fair
banks area), Matanuska-Susitna 
(Palmer-Wasilla area), Greater Ju
neau, Gateway (Ketchikan), the Kenai 
Peninsula, Kodiak, City of Nenana, 
the University of Alaska, and the State 
Operated Schools (Bush areas). 

In July 1976, the Anchorage com
munity was honored to host the second 
International Conference in the Arctic 
called by the Universal House of Jus
tice. The gathering was enriched by the 
presence of no less than three of the 
Hands of the Cause of God: H. Collis 
Featherstone, John Robarts and Wil
liam Sears. Also present were three 
members of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors, 12 Auxiliary Board mem
bers, and a number of their assistants. 
Twenty-two national Baha'i communi
ties, 68 Alaskan communities, 28 states 
of the United States (excluding Alas
ka), and seven Canadian provinces 
were represented, with a total atten
dance of nearly 1,300. 

Young people's activities 

Among the goals given to Alaska by 
the Universal House of Justice for the 
Five Year Plan (1974-79) were those of 
encouraging and organizing regular 
Baha'i activities and classes for 
children and youth, and offering 
guidance to Baha'i youth to help them 
plan their lives to be of greatest service 
to the Faith. 

From the beginning, children's class
es were held in most of the Baha'i com
munities in Alaska, but far more em
phasis has been placed during the past 
decade on the education of children 
and youth. A children's camp was held 
in July 1971 in the Matanuska Valley 
(Kepler Park), another was held for 
several years in Chugiak, and, more re
cently, a camp was held for two years 
in Homer. Summer schools for chil
dren were first held in connection with 
the regular Baha'i Summer School in 
Juneau in 1973. 

In 1975, a well-organized traveling 
children's summer school was initiated 
by the National Spiritual Assembly, 
with Blu Mundy as director, in coop
eration with the National Child Educa
tion Committee. It was preceded by a 
training session for teachers and was 
held in Anchorage, the Matanuska 
Valley, Kenai, the Fairbanks area, 
Haines and Sitka before being in
corporated into the annual Summer 
School in Juneau. 

The Northern Child Education 
Committee publishes an excellent 
mimeographed bulletin for children en
titled "Northern Lights." A publica
tion for junior youth, "Dawn Patrol," 
also is distributed and much enjoyed. 



Correspondence courses are offered 
for those youngsters who are unable to 
attend classes on the Faith. 

Weekend "Concept Conferences" 
have been planned by the National 
Spiritual Assembly to help the friends 
provide education for children and 
youth on BaM'i family life. A weekend 
conference on family life was held in 
1974; three years later, there were con
ferences on family unity, rearing chil
dren, and youth. 

The first institute planned specifi
cally for BaM'i youth was held in June 
1971 in Petersburg. The following Au
gust, an institute was held for "pre
youth" (ages 10-14), and youth insti
tutes are held during the December 
holidays at the Mathew Kaszab Insti
tute in the Anchorage area, filling an 
important gap in the education of 
Baha'i youth. Alaska's youth often 
have helped on traveling teaching 
teams, or served as babysitters. Baha'i 
clubs have been active on college cam
puses in Fairbanks and Anchorage, 
putting on proclamation programs and 
receiving good publicity. 

At the direction of the Universal 
House of Justice, National Teaching 
Conferences were held in Alaska each 
year during the Five Year Plan: in Ko
diak, Haines, Fairbanks, and two in 
Anchorage. 

Another goal was realized in the ex
panded use of radio and television for 
Baha'i broadcasts aimed at proclaim
ing the Faith to ever greater numbers 
of listeners, as well as for deepening 
the faith of believers throughout the 
state. The "New World" television 
series, produced in Hawaii and featur
ing the Hand of the Cause of God Wil
liam Sears, has been widely used, with 
some 45 communities being reached. 
Specials like the film "It's Just the Be
ginning" also have been aired several 
times. Many radio talk shows and in
terviews have featured local Baha'is 
and traveling teachers. 

While winning the goals of the 
various Plans, local l:Ia~iratu'I-Quds 
have been acquired in Unalaska, Sa
voonga, Dillingham, Petersburg, 
Nome, Barrow, Kake, Anchorage and 
Nenana. The one in Anchorage is a 
district facility, thus fulfilling a goal of 
the Five Year Plan. Another local 
l:I~ratu'I-Quds, in Fort Yukon, was 
lost in a fire. 

Local endowments have been given 

in McGrath, Matanuska Valley, Ridge
way, Klukwan, Nome, Nenana, Fort 
Yukon and Wasilla, in addition to 
property in Spenard (now known as 
Oceanview) that was given in the early 

The author (left) with Jellow pioneer to 
Alaska Honor Kempton in a photo 
taken in Anchorage around 1940. 

days of the Faith in Alaska. 
In the international field, Alaska has 

sent believers to Greenland to assist the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Den
mark in its teaching and consolidation 
work there, and has provided a con
tinual flow of traveling teachers to 
various parts of the world. As an ex
ample, in B.E. 134, 44 BaM'is from 
Alaska made 45 teaching trips to 24 
countries. During the fifth year of the 
Plan (1978-79),31 Alaskans traveled to 
21 countries and areas: Bolivia, Ca
nada, Costa Rica, Denmark, England, 

Bahei'f children and youth at the first 
National Convention of Alaska in 1957 

Finland, Ghana, Hong Kong, Iceland, 
India, Japan, Kenya, Liberia, the 
Northwest Pacific, Norway, the Philip
pines, Scotland, Sierra Leone, Sweden, 
Taiwan, and the United States. 

In July 1971 the three National Spiri
tual Assemblies in North Ameri
ca-Alaska, Canada and the United 
States-were called to a "Conference 
on Opposition" by the Universal 
House of Justice. The conference, held 
in Wilmette, Illinois, launched a con
tinuing partnership in the teaching 
field. The three National Assemblies 
met in joint session in June 1977, again 
in the Wilmette area, and in July 1978 
in Toronto. This last conference fol
lowed participation in zone confer
ences during the International Con
vention in Haifa in April 1978 when a 
meeting was held with representatives 
of the other circumpolar national 
Baha'i communities: Finland, Sweden, 
Norway, Iceland, Denmark (on behalf 
of Greenland), and Canada. It was de
cided then to form a Continental In
digenous Council Committee under the 
supervision of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Alaska, and a four-mem
ber Eskimo-Indian team was formed to 
travel for 45 days in 10 European coun
tries during the summer. The Indian 
members of the team were Scott Tyler 
of the United States and Melba Loft of 
Canada; the Eskimos were Ida Berga
maschi and Maynard Eakan of Alaska. 

Also at the zone conference in 
Haifa, the seven circumpolar Baha'i 
communities agreed on a prayer cam
paign for the success of each country's 
goals. Baha'is throughout the northern 

with the Hand oj the Cause oj God 
Paul Haney. 
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regions directed their prayers toward 
one country at a time for one Baha'i 
month each. 

Since the Islamic revolution in Iran 
and the outbreak of persecutions 
against the BaM'is there, the National 
Assembly of Alaska has taken several 
steps to counteract misleading state
ments that have appeared in the media 
concerning the Baha'i community in 
Iran. Letters were sent to the governor 
of Alaska, to Alaska's U.S. Senators 

and Representative in Washington, 
and to state legislators. As a result, a 
resolution expressing "concern over 
the reported persecution of members 
of the Baha'i religious community in 
Iran" was introduced and passed 
unanimously by voice vote in the 
Alaska state legislature. The resolution 
urged the U.S. government to "use its 
best efforts" to put an end to the per
secution. Copies of the resolution were 
sent to the President of the United 
States and to the secretary of state. In 
addition to the above activities, the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly placed quar
ter-page ads in five major Alaskan 
newspapers to give residents of the 
state a clearer perspective of the aims 
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and tenets of the Faith. 
In January 1981 the National Spiri

tual Assembly placed full-page ads for 
several days in the state's leading 
newspapers. The bold-faced headline 
read: "Should people face imprison
ment and death for their beliefs?" The 
signature was "Baha'is for Religious 
Freedom," giving the National Assem
bly's address and phone number. 

The BaM'i community of Alaska 
had nine delegates at its first National 

The Spiritual Assembly of Anchorage 
in March 1955. Its members were 
(front row left to right) Janet W. 
Stout, Rose Perkal (Gates), Daisy 
Soby, Lois K. Berry, and (back row 
left to right) Verne L. Stout, Eric Soby, 
Mable Amidon, Betty Becker, Rex 
King. 

Convention in 1957, and nearly half of 
the believers in the state attended, in
cluding 40 adults and youth from II 
communities outside the Anchorage 
area. Four races were represented: 
Caucasian, Negro, Eskimo and Indian. 
In 1963 the number of delegates to the 
National Convention was increased to 
19. In 1970 the number rose to 38, and 

in 1973 to 57. Today Alaska has 76 
delegates to its National Convention. 

The steady growth of the Faith in 
Alaska is reflected in the following 
figures. In 1957: 16 localities opened to 
the Faith, six Local Spiritual Assem
blies (three incorporated). In 1963 (at 
the end of the Ten Year Crusade): 39 
localities, 13 Local Spiritual Assem
blies (six incorporated). In 1973 (at the 
end of the Nine Year Plan): 158 lo
calities, 38 Local Spiritual Assemblies 
(16 incorporated). In 1979 (at the end 
of the Five Year Plan): 200 localities, 
58 Local Spiritual Assemblies (26 in
corporated). 

The increase in the annual budget 
also is revealing. In 1958 the first an
nual budget was set at $7,065. By the 
end of the Ten Year Crusade in 1963 
the annual budget was $11,210; at the 
close of the Nine Year Plan it was 
$73,900. The Five Year Plan ended 
with an annual budget of $148,530, 
and the budget for B.E. 137 was 
$233,670. Unlike prior Plans, the bud
gets covering the last two Plans were 
for fixed items only; funds for teaching 
were set over and above the figures 
given. 

This steady progress marks a fitting 
memorial to the beloved Guardian's 
expressed hopes for Alaska, which he 
conveyed in June 1957 shortly after the 
formation of its first National Spiritual 
Assembly: 

"Dear and valued co-workers: 
"The formation of the National 

Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of 
Alaska signalizes the erection of yet 
another pillar designed to support, and 
reinforce the foundation of the future 
Universal House of Justice, and marks 
a milestone of far reaching significance 
in the history of the evolution of the 
Faith of BaM'u'llah in the North 
American continent. I rejoice at this re
markable evidence of the vitality of the 
Faith which animates the members of 
the small yet highly promising commu
nity of His followers in that far off 
northern region of the globe, a region 
destined to play an important role in 
shaping the spiritual destinies of the 
great Republic of the west of which it 
forms a part, and to contribute, in no 
small measure, to the establishment of 
the institutions of His World Order 
throughout the American continent." 
(High Endeavours: Messages to 
Alaska, pp. 36-37) 

.. 
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Canada 

Association for Baha'i Studies meets 

More than 350 BaM'is and a number of guests from Asia, 
Canada, Europe and the United States attended the sixth 
annual Conference of the Association for BaM'i Studies 
and the following International Conference on Marriage 
and the Family held May 29-June 3 in Ottawa, Ontario, to 
hear papers presented by scholars on various aspects of 
Baha'i studies. 

The conferences were especially blessed by the presence of 
the Hand of the Cause of God Amatu'I-BaM RUQiyyih 
KMnum who presented talks on the responsibility of the 
educated and on "Marriage: A Baha'i Perspective." 

The Association for Baha'i Studies, which sponsored the 
conferences, was organized by the National Spiritual As
sembly of Canada in 1974 in response to a goal of the Five 
Year Plan that called for more Baha'i courses and lectures 
in Canadian universities. Since then it has grown into a 
broadly-based organization of Baha'i scholars, students and 
laymen and now sponsors frequent conferences in the U.S. 
and Canada, publishes works of Baha'i scholarship, and 
carries out various other activities designed to further the 
development of Baha'i studies and to raise the intellectual 
level of the BaM'i community. 

This year, with the approval of the Universal House of 
Justice, the name of the Association was changed from the 
Canadian Association for Studies on the BaM'i Faith to the 
Association for Baha'i Studies in recognition of its increas
ingly international character. Also, the Association recently 
purchased a modest house on the campus of the University 
of Ottawa to serve as a Center for Baha'i Studies and as an 
administrative headquarters for the organization. 

Two essay awards given 

The sixth annual Conference of the Association, held 
May 29-31, featured presentations in a number of areas of 
Baha'i studies. These included "The Psychological and 
Spiritual Aspects of Personal Growth," by Hossain Da
nesh, a member of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Canada who is a practicing psychiatrist; a discussion of the 
use of computers in indexing the Baha'i Writings, presented 
by Edward Fox, a doctoral candidate in computer science at 
Cornell University; "John the Baptist-The Forgotten 
Manifestation, " by Jack McLean, a doctoral candidate in 
religious studies at the University of Ottawa; and a presen
tation on the life and works of Mishkin-Qalam, the famous 
Baha'i calligrapher, by Gol Aidun of Brandon, Manitoba. 

Two presentations won awards in the annual essay con
test sponsored by the Association: in the university class, 

"The View of Man in Development Thinking," a discussion 
of the spiritual aspects of international development, by 
Michael Bopp, a candidate for a master's degree in 
developmental studies at the University of Alberta in Ed
monton; and in the general class, "Anton Graf Prokesch 
von Osten," a study of the career of the Austrian am
bassador to the Ottoman Empire in the 1860s and his efforts 
to prevent Baha'u'lllih's banishment to 'Akka, by Kent 
Beveridge, a Baha'i scholar in Vienna, Austria. 

Also included in the conference was the second annual 
l::Iasan Balyuzi Lectureship-given this year by Douglas 
Martin, secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Canada, who spoke on the persecutions of the Baha'is in 
Iran under the Pahlavi regime, and by Glenford E. Mitchell, 
secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly of the United 
States, who discussed the reaction of people in the West to 

Hossain Danesh, a member of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Canada and chairman of the executive committee 
of the Association for Baha'i Studies, was one of the 
speakers at the Association's sixth annual Conference held 
May 29-31 in Ottawa, Ontario. 
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Dr. Betty J. Fisher, general editor of the U.S. Bahd'i Pub
lishing Trust, introduces the speakers for the lfasan M. 
Balyuzi Lectureship during the sixth annual Conference of 
the Association for Bahd'i Studies held May 29-31 in Ot
tawa. 

the current wave of persecutions in Iran. 
Anne Atkinson of Dover, New Hampshire, gave a grace

ful presentation combining slides of natural scenes with 
music and readings from the Baha'i Writings. Other presen
tations included a slide presentation by Robert Postle
thwaite of Kansas City, Missouri, on the life of Queen 
Marie of Rumania; "Tahirih, the Great Persian Poetess," 
by Hussein Ahdieh, an educator from New York City; 
"Myths, Models and Mysticism," by William Hatcher, pro
fessor of mathematics at Laval University in Quebec; and 
"In Search of Man's Purpose," by Allan and Barrie Fuller 
of the University of Alberta at Edmonton. 

Guy St. Michel, a Catholic who is a doctoral candidate in 
theology at Laval University, spoke in French on religion in 
revelation. Mr. St. Michel's talk was translated simul
taneously into English. There was also simultaneous trans
lation into French for all of the talks in English. 

The last presentation of the conference was that of 
Amatu'l-Baha Rul]1yyih Khanum who had recently arrived 
in North America after several months in Central America. 
Although not entirely recovered from an illness acquired 
during her travels, she spoke vigorously-although, unchar
acteristically, while seated. Her principal theme was the cor
rosive effects of the prejudice of the educated toward the il
literate, though she stressed the importance of the contribu
tion of the educated in the Faith and in society. 

She also urged the Baha'is to redouble their efforts, citing 
a passage pointed out to her by the beloved Guardian, Sho
ghi Effendi, in which Baha'u'llah, while still in Baghdad, 
had said that if the Baha'is had busied themselves with what 
He had commanded them to do, "now the entire world 
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would be clothed in faith." 
Just as Amatu'l-Baha RulJ.iyyih Khanum had ended the 

Association's annual conference, so she opened the three 
days of its International Baha'i Conference on Marriage 
and the Family, speaking first about the problem of di
vorce, endemic among the Baha'is as it is in the world at 
large, and a source of great concern at the World Centre. 
Amatu'l-Baha RulJ.iyyih Khanum explained that marriage is 
the proper place in which to "express sexuality and a lot of 
other things in life." Although marriage, she said, is not in 
itself a commandment, it is essential that Baha'is obey and 
take seriously the Baha'i laws on marriage. She also offered 
sage advice on conducting marriage, especially the impera
tive need to avoid cultivating a belligerent "me-first" atti
tude that leads to quarrels and dissension. "Does God," she 
asked, "desire victors in marriage?" 

Rich family life important 

The Hand of the Cause next spoke of the corrosive effects 
of materialism and social disintegration on the family, and 
especially on children. She emphasized that it was necessary 
for the sake of the children to develop a rich and graceful 
family life. She spoke of her own childhood and of the im
portance of each of her parents to her spiritual, moral and 
social development. 

Amatu'l-Baha RulJ.iyyih Khanum was followed by 
Yoshiko Nomura who spoke on lifelong integrated educa
tion for the family. Mrs. Nomura is a Japanese housewife 
and executive director of the Lifelong Integrated Education 
Center, an organization she founded in 1963 as a response 
to the disintegration of Japanese family life that accom
panied the drive toward western-style modernization. She 
spoke of the Center's activities and principles, including 
"education for wisdom ... for the whole person ... for 
eternity ... and for the creation of culture." Mrs. Nomura 
had come into contact with Baha'is at international 
meetings and attended the conference at the invitation of 
the Association. 

One of the speakers at the International Bahd'i Conference 
on Marriage and the Family, sponsored by the Association 
for Bahd'i Studies and held June 1-3 in Ottawa, was Mrs. 
Yoshiko Nomura (center), a housewifefrom Tokyo, Japan, 
who is the founder and executive director of the Center for 
Lifelong Integrated Education. With Mrs. Nomura are her 
two interpreters. 



The International Baha'i Conference on Marriage and the 
Family also included presentations on divorce, stress and 
the family, the nuclear family, sexuality, communication in 
marriage, chastity, parental authority, the "Poetry of Lov
ing," family therapy, leisure and the family, preparation 
for marriage, and marriage counseling and therapy. 

Speakers included Kerry Mothersill, A.M. Ghadirian, 
Khalil A. Khavari, Michael Bruwer, Jane Faily, Frank 
Haendel, Hossain Danesh, Eric Frost, Sandra Roberts, N. 
Peseschkian, Ruth Eyford, and Anne McGillivray. 

Proceedings of the two conferences will be published in 
future issues of Baha'I Studies Notebook, a journal pub
lished by the Association. Issues currently available includ
ing the proceedings of last year's annual conference (Vol. I) 
and the proceedings of the 1980 International Baha'i 
Conference on Health and Healing (Vol. 2:1). They are 
available from the Association for $4 each. 

To order these publications, and to obtain information 
about membership in the Association, please write to the 
Association for Baha'i Studies, Box 2577, Station D, Ot
tawa, Ontario, KIP5W6, Canada. 

The Association was to hold further conferences this year 
at the Green Acre Baha'i School in Eliot, Maine, in Sep
tember, and in October at the Bosch Baha'i School near 
Santa Cruz, California. In addition, several regional con
ferences will be held during December in various parts of 
Canada. 

Participants in a panel discussion during the sixth annual 
Conference of the Association for Baha'I Studies were (left 
to right) Baha'is Dr. Frank Haendel, Dr. Jane Faily, and 
Dr. Michael Bruwer. 
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Nigeria 

Teaching campaign opens new areas 

By DON ADDISON 
A new and historic special teaching 

project has begun in Nigeria, West Af
rica. The plan, called "Entry By 
Troops," is sending Baha'i teaching 
teams of two to five members to open 
vast new territories throughout the 
"middle belt" of Nigeria where the 
Faith has never before been intro
duced. 

The middle belt region consists of 
several states in Nigeria located be
tween the northern states (inhabited 
mostly by Muslims) and the southern 
states (inhabited mostly by Christians). 
Several specifically chosen areas have 
been designated as bases for team 
teaching campaigns that are to extend 
over a long period of time. 

The Hand of the Cause of God 
RaIJ.matu'llah Muhajir, during his last 
visit to Nigeria, had promised most ef
fective results in the middle belt region, 
and had urged Nigeria's Baha'i com
munity to pursue special teaching plans 
in that area. Other West African 
Baha'i communities also have experi
enced remarkable teaching successes in 
recent years in their middle belt areas. 
Following guidance from the Universal 
House of Justice, the Nigerian be
lievers and pioneers have begun pro
jects aimed at fulfilling the goal of 
opening the middle belt 
regions-which is also a goal of the 
present three-year phase of the Seven 
Year Plan. 

Fourteen villages opened 

Many people have spent long hours 
planning the details of the campaign 
and recruiting team members, among 
them Dr. Kiser Barnes, an Auxiliary 
Board member who lives in Ife, Oyo 
State, Nigeria. All of their names can
not be listed in this brief report, but 
will undoubtedly be forthcoming in the 
months to come as more news of the 
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Villagers in Gidan Igbo, a new all
Bahei'( community in Nigeria's middle 
belt, are shown with Emmanuel Nyiev 
(back row left), a Bahd'{ youth from 

fascinating project unfolds and reports 
are submitted. 

From July 16-19, the author, ac
companied by Parviz Farnoush, a Per
sian pioneer living in Makurdi, Benue 
State, made the first visit ever by 
Baha'is to villages along the Lafia
Shendam Road in Plateau State. Other 
teams were to follow, and deepening 
projects for new enrollees have already 
begun. 

During our four-day effort, we 
opened 14 villages to the Faith along 
the Lafia-Shendam Road, teaching 
members of the Tiv and Migili tribes. 
In this area alone, 86 people en
thusiastically embraced the Cause of 
Baha'u'llah. Next, more than 12 vil-

Yerewata Uji village who served as a 
translator during the teaching cam
paign that started last July. 

lages were opened along the Kadarko
Tomen Road and Agbara Road where 
118 members of the Tiv and Egon 
tribes accepted the Faith. 

To the best of our knowledge, we 
also enrolled during this visit the first 
members of the Jaba people of Nigeria 
ever to become Baha'is. The Tiv people 
already had exhibited great receptivity 
to the Faith and were delighted to find 
that the Migili and Egon tribes have 
now begun to display a similar recep
tivity. 

Three years ago, Parviz and others, 
local believers and pioneers, had open
ed many Tiv villages along the Ma
kurdi-Lafia Road. In an area covering 
about 100 kilometers, more than 1,000 



Nigerians from some 100 villages were 
enrolled in a three-week period, estab
lishing about 50 Local Spiritual As
semblies. Since then, BaM'is have been 
visiting these young communities regu
larly, with remarkable results. Many 
deepened and dedicated BaM'i com
munities now exist in this area. 

For the current project, more than 
1,500 sets of a three-page handout in 
English and the Tiv language that in
cludes selected BaM'i prayers, the Hid
den Words, BaM'i songs and other 
materials were duplicated. Arrange
ments also were made to translate the 
pamphlet "Basic Facts" into the Migili 
language. 

Translator found 

We drove first to Atuma village, one 
of the all-Baha'i villages of Tiv people 
who had declared three years ago. 
There are more than 100 BaM'is there, 
with an active Assembly that was 
among the first to begin contributing 
regularly to the Baha'i Fund on its 
own. It was in Atuma that we found a 
Baha'i youth, 19-year-old Daniel Udu, 
who joined us as translator during our 
four-day journey. 

In Kireyi, our next stop, the village 
chief asked many good questions about 
the Faith, and afterward the entire 
compound of 12 Tiv people embraced 
the Faith. The second village in which 
everyone (16 Tiv people) was enrolled 
was Yerewata Uji. Among them was a 
youth, Emmanuel Nyiev, who attends 
school in Makurdi, not far from the 
homes of Parviz and another family of 
Persian pioneers, the Rezvanis. Em
manuel, who speaks English, Tiv and 
Hausa quite well, also joined the team 
as a translator. 

A third translator was found in the 
village of Gidan Maikwa, an enthusi
astic 18-year-old new Baha'i named 
Isaac Tom. 

Stopping at Azagyo village on a hot 
afternoon, we found that all the people 
were at their farms. The chief asked us 
to return that evening. At nightfall we 
re-entered Azagyo and the people came 
to hear the Message. We spoke out
doors with only the moon as light, but 
the Message of Baha'u'llah created 
such a light in the hearts that all 36 
villagers spontaneously declared their 
belief. 

Upon entering a village, I would play 

a few Baha'i songs on a wooden flute 
to gather the people. We would then 
present the Message, and teach them 
Baha'i songs in Tiv or Housa, which
ever language was spoken locally. We 
taught usually in small groups, with 
brief introductory talks followed by 
discussion. 

At Aule village, after a five- or 
lO-minute introduction, one villager 
said he already had heard of the Faith, 
in Makurdi. Almost everyone in Aule 
declared their belief that day. 

I shall never forget our visit to one 
beautiful Tiv village, Ido Yagani, 
which is nestled behind some corn 
farms and palm trees off the main 
road. After we had been there about an 
hour, a man named Tsevenda Annam, 
who spoke English rather well, told us 
that he had been a soldier years ago 
and had had a very hard life. The 
Baha'i Faith, he said, was what he had 
long been searching for. Why, he ask
ed, had we not come to his village years 

ago to tell the people about BaM'
u'llah? He then asked if he could go 
and teach his friends and relatives in 
the villages back farther into the bush. 

In another village, one of the Baha'is 
told me he had dreamed the night be
fore that I would be coming to his vil
lage that day. 

Some of the other villages that were 
opened to the Faith during our visit 
were Adudu, Obi, Ashige, Gidan Ma
kuya, and Agana Kurumigogo (on As
sakio Road). Parviz and Daniel made a 
detailed map of the location of each 
new BaM'i village to help the follow
up deepening teams find it. 

We returned from the four-day pro
ject physically exhausted, but so spiri
tually galvanized by the bounty of be
coming a channel through which the 
Message of BaM'u'llah is brought to 
so many hungry souls that we yearned 
for the next project, and the deepening 
activities that would follow this first 
one. 

Newly enrolled Bahd'{s in Mole vii/age 
(near Kaderko), Nigeria, with pioneer 
Parviz Farnoush. 
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The world 

Italian artisans visit World Centre 

Forty-four Italian marble craftsmen, 
five prominent Italian journalists, and 
a group of about 80 Baha'is from Italy 
flew to the World Centre June 11 for a 
special visit. 

The guests were welcomed by the 
Hand of the Cause of God Ugo Gia
chery and those members of the Uni
versal House of Justice who have serv
ed on the Building Committee for the 
Seat of the House of Justice. 

Count Paolo Marzotto, president of 
Industria dei Marmi Vicentini in 

Fiji Islands 
The new Baha'i Center in the village 

of Nasau-Moce, Fiji Islands, was dedi
cated March 21-22, and that commu
nity's Spiritual Assembly was one of 
two Assemblies incorporated during 
the following month, fulfilling a goal 
of the Seven Year Plan in Fiji. 

A Baha'i who was the only nurse for 
the district was expelled from Nasau
Moce in 1976 because of her belief. 
Since then, the villagers (not the 
Baha'is among them) have come close 
to civil war over their religious dif
ferences. 

When it was realized that the situa
tion could lead to brother killing bro
ther, a meeting was called at which it 
was decided that they must learn to live 
in peace with one another. 

The resulting peace and unity was 
demonstrated at the dedication of the 
Baha'i Center when gifts were ex
changed by former enemies. 

Three members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Fiji Islands 
attended the dedication ceremony 
along with many non-Baha'is. 

Baha'i films were shown for three 
nights during the opening of the Cen
ter. 
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Chiampo, Italy, had generously ar
ranged the trip for his workers whose 
skill and artistry has gone into the 
nearly completed Seat of the House of 
Justice on Mount Carmel. 

The same firm also prepared the 
marble and granite for the Shrine of 
the Bab and the International Archives 
Building at the World Centre. 

The special guests visited the cell in 
which Baha'u'llah was incarcerated in 
'Akka and the Most Holy Shrine at 
Bahji, where Dr. Giachery recited the 

Paraguay 

Shown here are BaM'ls and their 
guests at a Naw-Rziz party in Pedro 
Juan Caballero, Paraguay. Honored 
guest Dr. Amoal Medina Valiente 

Tablet of Visitation in Italian. 
Returning to Haifa, the guests were 

taken on a tour of the Seat of the 
House of Justice by its architect, l:Iu
sayn Amanat, and 'Aziz Khabirpur, 
the resident engineer. 

Count Marzotto and his guests left 
the following morning to visit the 
Christian Holy Places in Israel, but the 
Italian journalists remained at the 
World Centre for two more days to 
visit the other Baha'i Holy Places and 
to conduct interviews about the Faith. 

(seated second row center) was publicly 
recognized for his years of humani
tarian service. 



Cameroon Republic 

Shown are delegates and guests at the Cameroon Republic, held April 24-26 in Victoria. 
Baha'i National Convention of the 

Trinidad/Tobago 
Shown are some of the 55 youth from 
19 villages and towns in Trinidad and 
Tobago who attended the National 
BaM'{ Youth Camp last December in 
Mayaro Village. The youth spent their 
afternoons teaching in nearby villages. 
As a result, two new localities were 
opened to the Faith. 

Traveling teachers who participated in 
Trinidad and Tobago's month of 
teaching activities last December 
15-January 18 included (left to right) 
Gol Aidun, a visiting BaM'{ from 
Canada; Shahzad Jamalabadi and her 
mother, Shahnaz Jamalabadi, Persian 
pioneers to Trinidad and Tobago; 
Marieann Simmons, a native of Trini
dad; and Edna Ruth Caverly, an 
American pioneer to Trinidad and To
bago. 
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Kenya 
Members of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors for Africa are shown at 
their inaugural meeting last January in 
Nairobi, Kenya, with the Hand of the 
Cause of God William Sears. Seated 
(left to right) are William Masehla, Fri
day Ekpe, Thelma Khelghati, Mr. 
Sears, Bah{yyih Winckler, Isobel 
Sabri, Peter Vuyiya. Standing (left to 
right) are Shidan Fat'he-Aazam, Dr. 
Mihd{ Samandarf, MulJammad Keb
dani, Oloro Epyeru, Dr. Hushang 
Ahdieh, Zekrollah Kazemi, Kolonario 
Oule, lfusayn Ardekdnf. 

Japan 
The Faith received widespread pub

licity in Japan from February 28 to 
April 9 as a result of a visit from a 
traveling teacher from Hong Kong. 

During her stay in Japan, Farideh 
Paymani, who is Persian, met with two 
governors, 28 mayors, 39 vice-gover
nors and vice-mayors, nine heads of re
ligions or temples, 33 high government 
officials of various ranks, and person
nel at 65 television stations, 43 police 
stations, 40 educational departments, 
30 newspapers and 15 libraries. 

At least 20 newspapers in Japan car
ried articles about the Faith as it 
related to Miss Paymani's visit. The 

SW AfricaiN amibia 

14 October 1981/Baha'j News 

mass media in Tokyo were especially 
interested in her observations about the 
persecution of Baha'is in Iran. 

Her visit came shortly after the Uni
versal House of Justice asked the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Japan to 
make contact with the press and in
form the media of the persecutions. 

Baha'is in Tokyo translated the reso
lution of the Canadian parliament sup
porting the Faith and various related 
documents into Japanese. Miss Pay
mani's story, based on these items, was 
carried in two Tokyo newspapers: 
Sekai Nippo, a Japanese-language dai-

ly with a circulation of 250,000, and 
the Japan Times, an English-language 
paper whose daily circulation is 50,000. 
Both articles described the Faith and 
the persecutions in Iran in detail. 

Miss Paymani provided the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Japan and the 
Auxiliary Board with a complete list of 
the people she had contacted so that 
follow-up contacts could be made. 

"I have traveled extensively in 
Asia, " Miss Payman said after her 
visit, "and I must confess that nowhere 
have I felt the people to be as receptive 
as they are in Japan." 

Members of the first National Spiritual 
Assembly of South West Africa/Na
mibia, elected at the National Conven
tion last May 2 in Windhoek, South 
West Africa, are (standing left to right) 
Adolf Elia, Gerda AifJ, Shahin Aza
deh, Fredrika Namases, Mary Jane 
Rostami, Hi/ifa Andreas Nekundi, 
Martin Onesmus, and (kneeling) David 
Shipanga, Martin Aiff. 



Panama 
Eleven adults and 12 youth attended 

a special institute February 11-18 in 
Villa Virginia, Panama, to receive 
training as teachers for Baha'i tutorial 
schools and children's classes. 

The establishment of these schools, 
described as tutorial schools in the 
Seven Year Plan, is a goal for many 
National Spiritual Assemblies. 

The training institute, held at the site 
of Panama's Baha'i Summer School 
sessions, was conducted by four pro
fessional primary school teachers. 
Those who attended were taught meth
ods for teaching reading and writing, 
arithmetic and science, as well as tech
niques of classroom organization and 
discipline, and the preparation of 
audio-visual materials. 

These skills will enable the Baha'i 
teachers to give instruction in ac
cordance with the Basic Plan of Pana
ma's official schools in localities where 
there are no public schools. 

Members of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors for the Americas are 
shown with the Hand of the Cause of 
God Amatu'I-Bahd Rlil}{yyih Khdnum 
during their inaugural meeting last 
January near the Mother Temple of 

This group of Bahd'{s helped staff the 
Bahd'{ display at the annual 'David 
Fair' held last March in Panama. The 
display includes Bahd'{ literature, 
photos of the World Centre, and a 
model of the House of Worship in 
Panama. One hundred thousand peo-

Latin America in Panama. Front row 
(left to right) are Ruth Pringle, Velma 
Sherrill, Carmen de Burafato, 
Amatu'I-Bahd Rlil}{yyih Khdnum, 
Lauretta King, Dr. Sarah Pereira. 
Back row (left to right) are Peter Mc-

pie from Central and South America, 
Europe and the Middle East visited this 
year's Fair, and many of them stopped 
at the Bahd'{ exhibit. Visitors were 
given pamphlets, and some purchased 
books. 

Laren, Angus Cowan, Dr. Farzam 
Arbdb, Artemus Lamb, Dr. Hiddya
tu'lldh Al}mad{yyih, Ralil Pavon, 
Lloyd Gardner, Mas'lid Khamsf, 
Donald Witzel, Athos Costas, Fred 
Schechter. 
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Togo 

More than 90 people including many 
doctors, nurses, dentists, university 
professors, journalists and Peace 
Corps workers attended a public meet
ing March 21 in Lome, Togo, that was 
sponsored by the Baha'i community of 
Lome. 

Speakers included Continental 
Counsellors Thelma Khelghati and 
Zekrollah Kazemi and Rafael Fiamor, 
chairman of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Togo. 

The meeting was part of a week-long 
proclamation effort aimed at reaching 
upper class Togolese society. During 
the week, the Counsellors and mem
bers of the National Assembly con
ducted lengthy interviews with eight 
government ministers and other pro
fessionals in Lome. 
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About 40 people attended a Baha'i 
school held March 20-24 at the Baha'i 
National Center in Lome, Togo. In
structors included Continental Coun
sellors Thelma Khelghati (top left cor
ner) and Zekrollah Kazemi (second 

Reunion 
The films and books of Andre Bru

giroux, a Baha'i from France, proved 
to be an effective proclamation tool 
during his visit last January II-Feb
ruary 14 to Reunion, a French island 
situated east of Madagascar in the In
dian Ocean. 

The filmmaker and author presented 
11 showings of his film, "La terre n'est 
qu'un seul pays" (The earth is but one 
country), to a total of 1,720 people. 
Sales of Mr. Brugiroux's most recent 
book about the Faith totaled 430 
copies. 

In addition to the film showings and 
book sales, there were radio interviews, 
newspaper articles and firesides in con
nection with Mr. Brugiroux's visit to 
Reunion that was made under the aus
pices of the National Pioneer Commit
tee of Canada. 

row center); Rafael Fiamor, chairman 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Togo (back row at right of sign), and 
Auxiliary Board member Kossi Dja
mayovo (in front of Counsellor 
Khelghati). 

Venezuela 
Reporters from five newspapers and 

one television station attended a news 
conference March 23 at the Hilton Ho
tel in Caracas, Venezuela, sponsored 
by the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Venezuela. 

The conference was called to bring 
to the attention of the Venezuelan peo
ple the deplorable situation of the 
Baha'is in Iran. 

After the conference, all three of the 
major newspapers in Caracas publish
ed excellent articles about the Faith. 

Also, two Baha'is were interviewed on 
a popular news program broadcast na
tionwide on the government-operated 
TV channel. 

Several articles appeared in other 
newspapers outside the capital city. 



Pakistan 
In a highly significant act, the Presi

dent of Pakistan issued an order April 
8 in which the BaM'i Faith is defined 
as "non-Muslim." 

This recognition of the Faith as one 
of the religious minorities in a Muslim 
country was reported in the Karachi 
press, both in English and Urdu. 

The text of the President's order 
reads: " .... 'non-Muslim' means a 
person who is not a Muslim and in
cludes a person belonging to the Chris
tian, Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, or Parsi 
community, a person of the Quadiani 
group or the Lahori group ... or a 
Bahai, and a person belonging to any 
of the scheduled castes. " 

Sixty adults and children attended a 
one-day BaM'i school July 19 at the 
Baha'i Center in Karachi, Pakistan. 

Sessions were conducted by Aux
iliary Board member Parvin Yazamedi 
and by a member of the Spiritual As
sembly of Karachi. 

A separate program was planned for 
the 40 children who attended. They 
learned about the Baha'i martyrs in 
Iran-past and present-and the im
portance of music. Other children's ac
tivities included singing and a drawing 
competition. 

Meanwhile, Baha'is from Islama
bad, Rawalpindi and Wah Cantt at
tended a one-day deepening class in Is
lamabad that was sponsored by the 
Spiritual Assembly of Islamabad. 

"Islam and the Baha'i Faith" is the 
topic of weekly classes arranged by the 
Teaching Committee of Islamabad. 

The youth committee in Karachi has 
arranged for deepening classes for pre
youth in that city. 

Two Baha'is were arrested recently 
in Murree, Pakistan, for teaching the 
Faith. Their case is now pending in the 
courts. 

United Kingdom 
Betty Reed (right), a member of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors for 
Europe, addresses the more than 70 be
lievers who attended a teaching confer
ence June 14 in Ballymena, Northern 
Ireland, that was called to launch the 
second phase of the Seven Year Plan. 

Shown here are the more than 70 
Bahd'[s from all parts of Northern 
Ireland who attended a teaching con
ference June 14 in Ballymena. Coun
sel/or Betty Reed is in the front row, 
third from right. Speakers at the con
ference, in addition to Counsellor 
Reed, included Dr. lain Palin, a mem-

Barbados 
The Hand of the Cause of God Ali

Muqammad Varqa and the secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Barbados met in May with Brazane 
Babb, the permanent secretary to the 
Ministry of External Affairs for Bar
bados. 

During Mr. Varqa's cordial 20-min
ute interview with the government of
ficial, the National Spiritual Assembly 
secretary presented a kit containing 
Baha'i literature and pamphlets to be 
passed on to the country's minister of 
external affairs. 

The two Baha'is also met with the 
country's chief of protocol who said he 
had visited the Shrine of the Bab on 
Mount Carmel in Haifa, Israel. 

ber of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the United Kingdom, and Auxiliary 
Board members Dr. Keith Munro and 
Dr. Beman Khosravi. The conference 
was called to launch the second phase 
of the Seven Year Plan. Taped high
lights were made available to local 
communities. 

India 
. The first Spiritual Assembly in Na

galand, an agricultural state in the ex
treme northeastern part of India along 
its border with Burma, was formed last 
March, achieving one of India's goals 
of the second phase of the Seven Year 
Plan. 

The new Assembly is in Kohima, the 
capital of Nagaland. It has a popula
tion of more than one-half million. 

Other news of victories in India in
cludes word that a pioneer from that 
country plans to settle in Nepal, and 
that the first member of the Rengma 
tribe has declared his belief in BaM
'u'Uah. 
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RUTHLESS PERSECUTION DEFENCELESS COMMUNITY BAHA.'IS IRAN FURTHER IN
TENSIFIED THROUGH RECENT EXECUTION BY FIRING SQUADS OF SIX STAUNCH 
MARTYRS, ONE IN TEHERAN HABIBU'LLAH AZIZI, FIVE IN DARUN NEAR ISFAHAN, 
BAHMAN ATIFI, IZZAT ATIFI, ATA'U'LLAH ROUHANI, AHMAD RIDVANI, AND GUSH
TASB THABIT RASIKH. LAST FIVE WERE IMPRISONED FOLLOWING LARGE-SCALE 
SIMULTANEOUS ATIACKS ON BAH.A.'IS IN THEIR HOMES AND ARREST OF SEVERAL 
OF THEM IN VILLAGES NEAR ISFAHAN. FAMILIES MARTYRS WERE NOT INFORMED 
OF EXECUTIONS WHILE RELATIVES THOSE EXECUTED IN DARUN ALSO NOT PER
MITIED CONDUCT BAHA'I FUNERALS THEIR LOVED ONES, AND LAST THREE 
NAMED WERE BURIED UNCEREMONIOUSLY IN MUSLIM CEMETERY. NO ANNOUNCE
MENT BY AUTHORITIES WAS MADE ABOUT EXECUTION LAST FIVE. 
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United States 

Historic Louhelen School to be restored 

About 400 Baha'is gathered Sunday, 
September 6, at the Louhelen Baha'i 
School near Davison, Michigan, for a 
ground-breaking ceremony that mark
ed the successful completion of a 
$1.8-million fund-raising campaign to 
restore the school. 

Glenford E. Mitchell, secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States, using a ribbon-be
decked, chrome-plated shovel, turned 
the first spadeful of earth that signaled 
the end of the fund-raising effort and 
the start of construction at the Lou
helen School. 

The ceremony came only one month 
after the 50th anniversary celebration 
at the school, which was opened in Au
gust 1931 by Lou and Helen Eggleston, 
Baha'is in Davison who had a dream 
that one day it would become a great 
center of Baha'i learning. 

Their estimate of its eventual im
portance was underscored in more than 
50 letters from the Guardian, Shoghi 
Effendi, in which he said the school 
would "grow in the future to be a seat 
of Baha'i education." 

Year-long campaign 

The original Louhelen campus was 
closed in 1974 because the buildings 
that had served their purpose so well 
for more than 40 years were no longer 
considered safe for occupancy, and 
funds were not available at that time 
for restoration or reconstruction. 

The ground-breaking ceremony cap
ped a year of intensive effort by the 
Baha'is in the U.S. to make the school 
a reality. 

In the course of that year, architec
tural plans were prepared, construction 
permits were obtained, and the site was 
made ready, awaiting funding. 

As late as August 1, when the 50th 
anniversary observance was held, some 
$600,000 still was needed to reach the 

Glenford E. Mitchell, secretary of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Bahd '(s of the United States, uses a rib
bon-bedecked, chrome-plated shovel 
to turn the first earth marking the com
pletion of the $1.8-million fund-raising 
effort and the start of construction at 
the Louhelen Baha'( School near Davi
son, Michigan. Standing next to Mr. 
Mitchell is Auxiliary Board member 
Stephen Ader. 

threshold amount of $1.25 million 
necessary to begin construction at the 
end of that month. 

Those funds were received during 
August in the form of three large con
tributions and loans that together to
taled $600,000. 

In addition, said David E. Smith, 
secretary of the U.S. National Edu
cation Committee, smaller contribu
tions and loans totaling another 
$500,000 also were received, indicating 

a broad base of support by individuals 
and communities. 

The sale of promissory notes, to
gether with other loans for the school, 
amounted to 60 percent of the $1.8 mil
lion raised by September. 

Construction work at the Louhelen 
School was scheduled to begin at the 
end of September and to be completed 
by the end of summer 1982. 

Last spring, the U.S. National Spiri
tual Assembly established the Faizi En
dowment to honor and continue the 
work of the Hand of the Cause of God 
'Abu'I-Qasim Faizi in the field of 
Baha'i education. The first use of that 
Endowment will be to assist in the re
construction and development of the 
Louhelen School. 

Over the years, classes at Louhelen 
have been conducted by many dis
tinguished teachers including eight who 
later would be named Hands of the 
Cause of God: Amatu'I-Baha RuQiyyih 
Khanum, Agnes Alexander, Dorothy 
Baker, Amelia Collins, Louis Gregory, 
Horace Holley, Leroy Ioas, and Cor
inne True. 

The construction in 1939 of the 
school's library building was made 
possible through gifts from Mrs. Col
lins and others. 

The Egglestons legally transferred 
the school buildings to a trust of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, retaining 
only their home and nine and one-half 
acres of land at the school site. The 
transfer had been their intention from 
the time the farm property was pur
chased in 1930. 

The school itself, first named the 
Louhelen Ranch, was later renamed 
"Central States Baha'i School." The 
name Louhelen was reinstated in 1940, 
but was changed in 1956 to "Davison 
Baha'i School" before the name 
coined by its founders was eventually 
readopted. 
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Iran 

Baha'i children: courageous, steadfast 

The following is a translation of ex
tractsfrom a letter of June 10, 1981, to 
the Universal House of Justice from a 
Bahd'f in Iran detailing the courageous 
acts of the Bahd'f children in that 
country. 

• 
Dear Friends, 

We are extremely busy these days 
and it pains me to think of not being 
able to write to you. We have so many 
overwhelming stories to relate, which 
are so glorious that one feels guilty 
about not being able to write them. 

One of the greatest and most impor
tant features of the present persecu
tions is the tests which are facing the 
Baha'i children. So much is written 
and told about the outstanding perse
verance and degree of devotion of the 
adult believers, but little is said about 
our dear children-their encounters 
with difficulties, their courage, and 
their heroic deeds. 

It is unbelievable that human beings 
could ever think of pressuring innocent 
children of such tender age in the way 
the people in the schools of Iran are 
doing at this time. Thousands of 
Baha'i children are facing such inhu
man afflictions. Most of them are very 
studious, are more knowledgeable than 
other children of their age, and have 
special insight. Many people, including 
their teachers, look at them with awe. 

The enemies of the Cause do not 
deny that the Baha'i children are gen
erally much more advanced than their 
classmates, but they are not pleased 
with this fact. Sometimes it even hap
pens that when government authorities 
complain about the activities of the 
Baha'is, they cite as examples the ac
tions of our little ones and how they 
confront their Muslim teachers and fel
low pupils. 

What do these children do that 
makes them deserve these pressures? 
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Most Baha'i children know their Is
lamic religious lessons better than all 
their fellow students. They can read the 
Qur' an and interpret it better than 
their Muslim counterparts, sometimes 
even better than their teachers! 

The highest marks in Islamic reli
gious study are given to the Baha'i 
children. Their teachers are often very 
surprised to note that they excel in 
competitions in the reading of the 
Qur'an and in religious instruction ex
aminations. Yes, they are frequently 
surprised, but at the same time they are 
extremely resentful. 

When the teachers become angry, 
they challenge the Baha'i students un
fairly. The parents of these children 
ask their instructors how they have the 
audacity to confront children of 10 or 
11 years, and their reply is that the 
Baha'i children sometimes know more 
than they do. They complain that in 
their classes the Baha'i children are oc
casionally made prayer leaders and are 
nicknamed by their fellow students as 
"Ayatollahs" because their under
standing of the Qur'an is deep and 
their beautiful explanations of its 
verses overshadow those of the teach
ers. 

The 'right path' 

This is exactly the problem! Baha'i 
children with such intelligence, under
standing and knowledge are not fa
vored by the ideologists of the Ministry 
of Education. According to them, such 
children should be "guided to the right 
path." 

It is certain that this Ministry has 
adopted a detailed and menacing plan 
to brainwash the Baha'i children. We 
have so much evidence of such a plan! 

It is surprising to note that the au
thorities of the present regime are 
spending so much time, energy and 
money to prepare themselves on ways 

to confront our young children. It is 
not uncommon for two or three in
structors of religious classes or trained 
ideologists of the Ministry of Educa
tion, as well as a number of students, 
to join forces and suddenly attack a 
Baha'i child of 10 or 11 years. With all 
their power they try to shatter the very 
foundation of his beliefs. They will ar
gue with him for hours, and even use 
unfair methods to "guide" him. 

They are bewildered when they rea
lize, however, that all their efforts are 
in vain, and they are wonder-struck at 
the replies they receive from these 
young ones, which include a number of 
verses from the Qur'an and quotations 
from the Baha'i Writings. 

Sometimes such discussions, be
tween, say, a teacher in his 30s and his 
Baha'i pupil of 10 or 11 years of age, 
takes place in the classroom. The 
teacher begins with a barrage of insults 
and calumnies against the Faith. The 
child, of course, does not passively ac
cept these insults-he reacts! And, his 
protests are the beginning of a public 
discussion about the Faith between him 
and his teacher. 

Impressive responses are given by 
the Baha'i child, which often makes 
the teacher speechless. This delights the 
other children, who applaud and some
times cry "Hurrah!" for the student 
who has overcome the mighty instruc
tor. The teacher then becomes angrier 
and he leaves the classroom and con
sults with other teachers, who come to 
his rescue. They call for the Baha'i 
child at an hour when he has other 
classes, such as gymnastics or mathe
matics, to discuss the Faith. Here are 
three of them attacking one young 
child! They argue and argue. What a 
fair encounter! 

The Baha'i children in Iran have a 
full share of the persecutions befalling 
the Baha'is in that country. Even the 



performances of tots in the kinder
garten-their courage, their chanting 
of prayers by heart, their singing of 
Baha'i songs, and their good be
havior-make some of the teachers 
angry, and others, while irate, are fill
ed with awe and admiration. 

We pray that these children will al
ways be able to withstand this unjust 
pressure. We have hundreds of exam
ples to relate, but here are just a few. 

1. Sanu is five years old. He is pre
paring himself in the kindergarten to 
be admitted into Grade I next year. He 
knows by heart six prayers, the short 
Obligatory Prayer, and a number of 
extracts from the Baha'i Writings. He 
is intelligent, well-behaved, and quick 
to learn, and he recites what he has 
learned very eloquently. 

An inspector was sent to his school 
by the Ministry of Education, and the 
teacher, in order to boast how success
ful he had been in teaching the children 
in his class, called Sami to recite the 
verses he had learned. Sami's perfor
mance astonished the inspector. 

At the end, the teacher instructed 
Sanu to recite a poem which began 
with the sentence, "I am a Muslim 
child." Sami gazed silently at his 
teacher without uttering a word. The 
teacher repeated his instruction, but 
Sanu remained silent. The teacher was 
very surprised and became uneasy in 
front of the inspector. He could not 
understand why Sami, who had always 
excelled in learning and reciting poetry, 
now remained silent, and so he asked 
the reason. Sami replied, "Because I 
am not a Muslim, I am a Baha'i!" 

The inspector left the room in anger 
and complained to the headmaster, 
who called Sami's mother to the 
school. She was warned that Sami 
should be instructed not to teach the 
Faith at the school. 

The mother did not know what had 
happened, but when she found out she 
naturally told Sami that he should be 
more careful and not behave the way 
he did. But little Sami, who had learn
ed in the Baha'i community what it 
meant to be steadfast, could not accept 
this and replied, "I am a Baha'i and 
will always tell people that I am, and if 
they bother me I will go to the nearest 
police station and complain!" 

2. Ilahi is eight years old, and is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Il}.sanu'llah 

Mihdizadih. Her father was one of the 
three recent martyrs in Shiraz. She is 
the only one of Il}.san's "Children who 
was allowed to meet with her father on 
the day before his execution. 

The day after the funeral of her be
loved father, Ilahi took to her school 
flowers and sweets to distribute to the 
teacher and her classmates. The 
teacher was surprised and asked if it is 
a Baha'i custom to do such a thing 
when one's father is killed? The little 
girl replied, "My father was not killed, 
he was martyred!" 

'Whatever I have written,' said 
Akram, 'is the exact truth. My 
father was killed because he was 
a Baha'i!' 

3. Akram, the II-year-old daughter 
of 'Ali Mutahhari, one of the seven 
martyrs of Yazd, is another example of 
such heroism. After her father and the 
six others were martyred, she went to 
school and the teacher asked the stu
dents in her class to write an essay 
about their experiences during the sum
mer vacation. Akram wrote a sweet 
and factual essay about what had hap
pened to her family during the sum
mer-how the Revolutionary guards 
and others came to their house and 
took her beloved father away, how 
they kept him in prison for some time, 
how she met him in prison, and finally 
about his martyrdom. 

Her essay was so moving that it 
brought tears to the eyes of the teacher 
and the children in her class. However, 
since the word "Baha'i" was written in 
the essay, the teacher, even though 
moved, was angry. She took the essay 
to the headmistress, and a few days 
later the headmistress called Akram to 
her room. She said, "Your essay de
serves to receive the highest mark, but 
since you mentioned the word 'Baha'i' 
a few times, you should withdraw it." 
Akram replied, "I was supposed to 
write about my experiences during the 
summer. Whatever I have written is the 
exact truth. My father was killed be
cause he was a Baha'i!" 

The headmistress threatened Akram 
with dismissal because of what she had 
said, but told her that because her 
mother had lost a husband, she would 
be permitted to remain in school. 
Eventually, the headmistress de-

manded that Akram write an essay on 
some other subject, which she did, and 
she was given an excellent grade. 

4. Arman, 11 years old, is another 
hero of the Faith. Three prejudiced 
and cruel teachers, one of whom was 
violent, argued with him and threat
ened and abused him because of his be
ing a Baha'i. When they felt they had 
punished him adequately in this fash
ion, they took him to a room, gave him 
a booklet which was written against the 
Faith, and compelled him to write re
peatedly from this booklet certain sen
tences which attacked the Faith in of
fensive language. This punishment be
came so great that Arman developed 
severe headaches, which the doctors 
said were caused by nervous pressure. 

5. Ru'ya has just become 15 years 
old and is in the first year of secondary 
school. Her school is not in a remote 
village where prejudiced and unedu
cated people might be expected to live. 
It is in one of the prosperous localities 
north of Teheran and is supposedly 
more civilized. 

When this school had been opened 
for a few years, an instructor of re
ligion entered a classroom of new stu
dents, and first asked, "Is there any
one in this class who does not belong to 
the true religion?" Nobody replied. 
The instructor then said, "What I 
meant was, is there a Baha'i in the 
class?" 

Ru'ya stood up and announced that 
she was a Baha'i. The teacher then said 
in abusing and insulting language, 
"Let it be known to all of you that 
Ru'ya is defiled and untouchable and 
none of you are to have any contact 
with her." She demanded that Ru'ya 
sit in the back of the room at a desk by 
herself, and those who were sitting at 
that particular desk were given another 
place. The instructor stated that this 
arrangement was to be observed until 
the end of the year and that nobody 
was allowed to sit next to her. 

I have asked some of these children 
to write about their experiences and the 
types of discussions they have had with 
their teachers and fellow students. A 
beautiful compilation has been made, 
and although it has been composed by 
these children in simple language, it 
demonstrates the depth of their under
standing of the Faith and their pro
found love for Baha'u'llah. 
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Baha'i International Community 

Persecution in Iran again condemned 

The following article was prepared for Baha'i News by 
the Baha'i International Community at United Nations 
headquarters in New York City. 

• 
Obedience to the tenets of their Faith means that the 

Baha'is in Iran cannot seek relief from their persecution by 
allying themselves with any political party or anti-govern
ment movement or by defending themselves by violent 
means. Deprived of any constitutional protection, they 
must rely solely on appeals to their government. 

Since Baha'is are bound by their Faith to show loyalty 
and obedience to their government, the Baha'is were at first 
reluctant to embarrass the government of Iran by taking any 
form of public international action. Initially, then, direct 
appeals were made to the Iranian government, first by the 
Baha'is in Iran and later by Baha'i communities throughout 
the world. 

When it became apparent that all appeals were going un
heeded, and that the persecution was intensifying, the 
Baha'is outside Iran finally took their appeals to interna
tional bodies. 

First, the Baha'i International Community appealed to 
the United Nations Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis
crimination and Protection of Minorities which, in a resolu
tion of September 10, 1980, expressed its profound concern 
for the safety of the members of the Baha'i community in 
Iran and invited the government of Iran to protect the fun
damental human rights and freedoms of this religious mi
nority. 

On September 19,1980, foliowingappeals to its members 
by the Baha'i communities of Europe, the European Parlia
ment unanimously adopted a resolution condemning the 
persecution of the Baha'is in Iran and calling upon the gov
ernment to grant recognition to the Baha'i community. 

Also as a result of appeals by European Baha'is, the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe pub
lished a written Declaration on the plight of the Baha'is in 
Iran, calling upon the Committee of Ministers of the 21 
Member States of the Council of Europe to make urgent 
representations to the Iranian authorities to put an end to 
the persecution. 

Following the resolution by the European Parliament, the 
Foreign Ministers of several member governments of the 
European Communities informed the Baha'is of their' own 
countries that the nine Member States of the European 
Communities shared the concern of the European parlia
mentarians for the plight of the Iranian Baha'is. 

Since, however, efforts to improve the treatment of the 
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Baha'is in Iran had met with no positive results, the Foreign 
Ministers of the nine States recommended that the Baha'i 
International Community take the matter to the human 
rights organs of the United Nations, where the support of 
the nine governments was assured. 

Acting on this recommendation, the Baha'i International 
Community made two statements to the 37th Session of the 
United Nations Commission on Human Rights, which met 
in Geneva, Switzerland, from February 2 to March 13, 
1981. 

A unanimous resolution 

In its first statement, the Baha'i International Communi
ty drew the attention of the Commission to the kidnaping of 
three prominent Baha'is and to the arrest and subsequent 
disappearance of the nine members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Iran and two appointed officers 
of the Baha'i Faith. 

In its second statement, the Baha'i International Com
munity had the opportunity of describing the persecution in 
Iran and of emphasizing the deliberate omission of the 
Baha'is from the Constitution of that country and the sys
tematic nature of the persecution. 

Many delegates from among the 100 or so governments 
represented at the Commission were extremely sympathetic 
to the Baha'i case, and four governments-the Netherlands, 
Canada, Australia and the United Kingdom-made specific 
reference to the persecution of the Baha'is in Iran in general 
statements on the violation of human rights. 

Concerned that there had been no response from the gov
ernment of Iran either to the appeals of the Baha'is or of in
ternational bodies and governments, and increasingly anx
ious to stem the tide of persecution against their co-religion
ists, the Baha'is of Europe again appealed to the European 
Parliament which, on April 10, 1981, adopted a second 
unanimous resolution on the Baha'i case, calling on the For
eign Ministers of the 10 Member States of the European 
Communities to make the necessary representations to the 
Iranian government. 

In a statement to the European Parliament on May 6, 
1981, the Foreign Minister of the Netherlands, then chair
man of the Council of Ministers of the European Com
munities, stated that the situation of the Baha'i community 
in Iran had been discussed on various occasions and would 
continue to receive the full attention of the 10 Member 
States. (Greece had joined the Nine on January 1, 1981.) 

At the spring 1981 session of the Economic and Social 
Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC), held in New 



York City in April and May, the 10 Member States of the 
European Communities drew attention to the plight of the 
Baha'is in Iran in a statement dealing with religious intoler
ance. The delegation from Canada also referred to the 
Baha'is in its comments on the same subject. 

At the time of publication of this report, a motion has 
been placed before the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe which, if adopted, would call upon the 
Committee of Ministers to bring the persecution of the Iran 
ian Baha'is to the attention of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations. The motion was to be debated at the meet
ing of the Parliamentary Assembly in Strasbourg, France, 
in September. 

The appeals made and information supplied by Baha'is 
throughout the world to the governments, parliamen
tarians, prominent officials and media in their own coun-

Friday, 10 April 1981 

RESOLUTION 

on the persecution of the Baha'i community in Iran 

The European Parliament, 
- recalling its resolution of 19 September 1980 on the 
persecution of members of the Baha'i community in 
Iran·, 
- alarmed at the escalation of violence and the campaign 
of persecution directed at the Baha'i community, which 
is the largest religious minority in Iran, 
- pointing out that this section of the population has no 
legal protection, 
- aware of the fact that two members of this community 
were executed on 15 March 1981 merely on account of 
their activities within that community, 
- condemning the purely arbitrary arrest and detention 
of individuals, 
- concerned at the disappearance of nine members of 
the Baha'i national administrative council in Iran, 
1. Condemns the violation of the human rights of all re
ligious minorities in Iran, in particular the rights of the 
Baha'i minority, which is not recognized as such by the 
Iranian constitution; 
2. Strongly urges the Iranian Government to grant the 
Baha'l community the recognition and protection of 
rights already granted to the Christian, Jewish and Zoro
astrian minorities; 
3. Calls on the Foreign Ministers meeting in political co
operation to make the necessary representations to the 
Iranian Government as soon as possible to secure the re
lease of members of the Baha'l community currently in 
detention merely on account of their religious beliefs and 
to prevent any persecution of and discrimination against 
the Baha'l minority in Iran; 
4. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the 
Foreign Ministers meeting in political cooperation and to 
the Iranian Government. 

• OJ No C 265, 13.101980, p. 101. 

tries concerning the rapidly-worsening plight of their co
religionists in Iran have resulted in an ever-growing interna
tional awareness of the situation. 

The parliaments of Australia, Canada and the Federal 
Republic of Germany have passed resolutions deploring the 
persecution of the Baha'is in Iran, and the matter has been 
debated in other national parliaments. 

Political leaders of many parties and religious leaders of 
many denominations and faiths have publicly denounced 
the persecutions and have expressed to the Baha'is in their 
countries their sympathy and full support for their fellow
believers in Iran. 

The Baha'i delegation to the meeting of the European Par
liament held Apri/6-/O in Strasbourg, France, included (left 
to right) Udo Schaefer, Mahshid Fatio, Giovanni Ballerio 
and Eric Fienieg. On April 10, the Parliament passed a sec
ond resolution condemning the persecution of Baha'ls in 
Iran. 
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India 
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The 'Lotus of Bahapur' takes shape 

The following extracts from an ac
count of construction work on the 
Mother Temple of the Indian Subcon
tinent were prepared in April 1981 by 
the architect, Fanourz ~ahbd. 

• 
Bahapur, a deserted, rock-strewn 

hillside, pock-marked on its western 
corner by seven concentric rings of 
deep pits gouged out of the earth, is the 
site for the House of Worship, which 
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the contractors take charge of on 21 
April 1980. Within a fortnight the first 
of the men and equipment arrives and 
a fortnight later work starts ... 

The arrival of more labor and ma
chines signals the completion of "site 
mobilization" by the end of June, and 
the first cement, sand, and aggregate 
arrive at site in preparation for con
struction. Foundation pits of different 
sizes and different depths, excavated to 

reach hard rock, are "trimmed and 
dressed" ... 

The peace and quiet of Bahapur are 
gone. The air is filled with the staccato 
sounds of pneumatic drills biting into 
the hard rocks, the muffled bangs of 
dynamite blasting, the metallic sounds 
of hammer and chisel on rock, the 
shouts of contractors directing their la
bor gangs, the shrill voices of women 
workers calling out to their children 



scurrying around the site. The scene 
that meets the eyes is one of hectic ac
tivity, as hefty crowbar-wielding men 
in the pits loosen and break away huge 
boulders into small ones that can be 
lifted out; still others pile the broken 
boulders into baskets that are carried 
out of the pits on the heads of women 
laborers, or handed up to ground level 
by men sitting one above another on 
the rungs of an improvised step-ladder. 

Drilling of a tube-well-the only 
source of water for construction, and 
for later gardening-is begun ... On 
30 July, after prayers, the first concrete 
is poured. . . one after another the 
pits receive anti-termite treatment fol
lowed by filler concrete . . . The mon
soon rains play hide-and-seek with the 
concreting crew which works between 
showers. 

Shortage of materials and inflation 
are specters that haunt us all the while. 
Procurement of quality cement in ade
quate quantities is a constant prob
lem . . . Shortages have been aggrava
ted by the sudden rush of construction 
activity ... for the 1982 Asian 
Games. 

Lack of water becomes a cause of 
great concern. . . Drilling continues 
slowly, painfully, by one contractor 
with an old rig ... A high-speed drill
ing rig is located and brought to the site 
from a distance of more than 1,000 
kilometers ... Now two wells are 
operational and a third one is to be 
commissioned. There is sufficient 
water for construction. 

Electricity is in short supply generally 
throughout India ... It is especially 
difficult to get large high-tension loads 
such as the 320 kilowatts needed to 
operate the tower crane, the largest in 
the country ... A transformer for this 
heavy load has been purchased, and 
will later be installed in the permanent 
works. 

A new excitement 

With the arrival of steel bars at site 
in early September it is not long before 
the reinforced footings of the columns 
are cast ... A new excitement fills the 
air at Bahapur as four gangs of work
ers, mainly women, vie with one ano
ther to lap up the concrete churned out 
by four mixers. These labor gangs are 
from different parts of India and they 
work to the rhythm of different songs 

which they sing to maintain a tempo. It 
is the colorful, sari-clad women who 
carry head-loads of concrete weighing 
approximately 25 kilos (55 pounds), 
and who walk gracefully back and 
forth the 75-meter (82-yard) distance 
between mixer and pit. They keep up 
their endless sing-song, and work tire
lessly until each footing is completed. 

One footing requires 72 cubic meters 
of concrete and swallows up approxi
mately 900 bags of cement and six and 
one-half metric tons of steel. Each wo
man carries, in one day, about 290 
head-loads of concrete, having a total 
weight of more than seven metric tons. 
In a day each woman walks more than 
21 kilometers (nearly 13 miles). And 
they do this cheerfully, knowing they 
are constructing a "mandir." Also, 
they do not have to worry about their 
children, for whom a creche and a pri
mary school are provided at the site. 

Soon the yawning foundation pits 
disappear; in their place regular con
crete stubs rise. Completion of the 
footing leads to concreting of the base
ment floor, and then casting of the col
umns ... A great deal of work has 
gone into designing the shuttering and 
formwork for them. More than a 
dozen "mock-ups" are made using dif
ferent kinds of shuttering to give 
"jointless" concrete ... 

Experiments are carried out with a 
variety of concrete mix-designs, addi
tives, release agents, etc., until the best 
combination, under the circumstances, 
is arrived at. It is difficult to fulfill the 
specifications under controlled condi
tions and infinitely more so at the site 
with unskilled labor. 

Concreting of the columns begins in 
mid-January. Twenty-six columns of 
the podium supports and twenty-three 
other columns and abutments are con
creted. Work is in progress on the po
dium slab, scheduled to be completed 
in three months' time ... 

The real task lies ahead-that of 
constructing the superstructure with 
the intertwining of structural details of 
the leaves and arches and inner dome. 
The contractors are using specialists of 
Madras University and their computer 
facility to derive structural statistics 
which would otherwise take months to 
calculate ... An actual mock-up of a 
typical junction of an archway, en
trance leaf and outer leaf has been 
made, taking engineers and carpenters 

400 man-days to complete. Sixty cubic 
meters of timber and 400 square meters 
of shuttering plywood have gone into 
it ... Work on the Ancillary Building 
goes on simultaneously ... 

The raising of the House of Worship 
in the Indian Subcontinent has already 
created a stir among Baha'is and non
Baha'is alike. Though no publicity has 
been sought for the Temple, the pro
cess of its construction has attracted 
the attention of officials ... and of 
those involved in construction and re
lated work. The number of such per
sons alone who have heard of the 
Faith, have made inquiries, and are 
studying the Cause runs into hundreds. 

Inspiring stories 

Upon the Baha'is the effect has been 
deep and, in many cases, spectacular. 
The construction of the Mother Tem
ple has generated a wave of enthusiasm 
and excitement whose ripples have en
ergized the country over which they 
have passed. This is reflected in the 
sacrificial outpouring not only to the 
Temple Fund but also to the National 
Fund, which has risen during the last 
year by more than 75 percent. 

Inspiring stories are heard of the sac
rifices of rich and poor alike: the pio
neer who donated the entire amount of 
his first salary at his new post; the 
bride who donated her modest dower 
of silver; the five-year-old girl who put 
aside 10 paise (pennies) a day for the 
Temple; the 12-year-old school boy 
who, unknown to his parents, saved 
every paisa of his pocket money over a 
period of eight months and accumu
lated 200 rupees for the Temple; the 
group of Baha'is who walked to a con
ference from a railway station four 
kilometers (two and one-half miles) 
distant and gave the money thus saved 
to the Temple Fund. Such examples are 
innumerable. 

Contributions have been pouring in 
from around the world. A very touch
ing contribution came from a Baha'i 
family of Hawaii in tribute to a gentle
man of Hyderabad who had donated 
all his life's savings toward the pur
chase of the Temple land, during the 
Guardian's lifetime. The Hawaiian 
family has expressed the desire to pay 
the air fare of that gentleman from Hy
derabad, to enable him to be present at 
the inauguration of the Temple. 
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South and West Africa 

National Assembly marks silver jubilee 

Ridvan 1981 marked the 25th anni
versru;. of the formation of the first 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of South and West Africa. 

The first known record of the Faith 
in South Africa occurred 70 years be
fore the Silver Jubilee. In 1911, Baha'i 
meetings were held on the 19th day of 
each month at the home of Mrs. Agnes 
Cook on Protea A venue in Sea Point. 

In 1912, Mr. and Mrs. William Frae
tas, two Capetonians, visited the 
United States where they heard of the 
Faith from 'Abdu'l-Baha in New York 
City. They later returned to Capetown 
where they lived on Byrns A venue. 

The first pioneer to South Africa, 
Fanny Knobloch, came from the U.S. 
and found the Fraetas family on her 
second visit in 1924. 

She described Mr. Fraetas as a bril
liant soul and both of them as "a 
power for good in the Cape." 

From her notes we read: 
"'Abdu'l-Baha told him (Mr. Frae

tas) that only the surface of South Af
rica's wealth in minerals and precious 
stones had been touched, but that 
when people would turn to agriculture 
and live in unity and harmony, treating 
the natives justly, South Africa would 
lead the world in prosperity. He also 
said that South Africa was the land for 
youth. " 

The story of Fanny Knobloch's pio
neering efforts can be read in the book
let, "The Baha'i Faith in Africa: The 
Early Days." She came to South Af
rica first in 1920, again after an illness 
in 1924, and a third time in 1928. 

In the Western Cape, Miss Knobloch 
lived in the Auletta Hotel in Three An
chor Bay, and helped establish Baha'i 
Groups in Cape Town, Stellenbosch 
and Caledon, as well as in Johannes
burg, Pretoria and other parts. 

She was greatly helped by her sister, 
Pauline, and by visits in 1924 and 1925 

8 November 1981/Baha'i News 

Andrew Mofokeng, the first secretary 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
South and West Africa when it was 
formed in 1956, reviews the history of 
the growth of the Faith in southern 
Africa during the 25th National Con
vention last April. 

by Miss Martha Root. 
After Miss Knobloch's health de

clined and she returned to the U.S. in 
1929, the Faith died out in the Cape as 
well as in the rest of Southern Africa. 
Even the first Spiritual Assembly, 
which was formed in Pretoria in 1925, 
disappeared in 1931. 

In 1936, Miss Knobloch wrote to the 
Guardian suggesting that more pio
neers should go to South Africa. His 
reply was favorable, but only one 
traveling teacher came: Mrs. Loulie 
Matthews from the U.S., accompanied 
by Ophelia Crum, in 1937. After that, 

there were no more visitors or pioneers 
to South Africa until 1953. 

When the first pioneers arrived there 
that year, they found only two local 
Baha'is-Mrs. Agnes Carey, who had 
moved from Pretoria to Durban, and 
Reginald Turvey, a South African who 
had become a Baha'i in England and 
returned to South Africa in 1939. 
The first pioneers 

Mrs. Carey was in a nursing home in 
Durban; Mr. Turvey was a painter liv
ing in Johannesburg. Later, the Guar
dian was to name Mrs. Carey and Mr. 
Turvey the mother and father of the 
Baha'is of South Africa. 

The first pioneers to arrive in South 
Africa at the beginning of the Ten Year 
Crusade were the Sears family-Wil
liam, Marguerite, and their sons, Mike 
and Billy. Coming from the U.S. on 
July 18, 1953, they settled on a farm in 
Muldersrift and invited Mr. Turvey to 
live with them. 

By the end of that year there were 24 
more pioneers in the region, only six of 
whom are still living in South Africa: 
Bahiyyih Winckler, Lowell Johnson, 
Karen Miller von der Riet, Michael 
Sears, Marguerite Sears, and the Hand 
of the Cause of God William Sears. 

By the end of 1954 there were 53 pio
neers in southern Africa; by the end of 
1955 there were 61, and by the end of 
the Ten Year Crusade some 90 pioneers 
from the U.S., Canada, England and 
Iran had come to southern Africa, 
taught the Faith, and many had left. 

In fact, by the end of the Ten Year 
Crusade in 1963, the number of pio
neers remaining in Southern Africa 
was 45, exactly half of those who had 
come there in that to-year period. 

During that time 17 local people had 
pioneered outside their own countries 
including four from South Africa: 
Petal and Joe Arnott who went to 



Nyasaland (Malawi), Joseph Mbata to 
Zululand (which was considered to be a 
separate country in those days), and 
Andrew Mofokeng to Basutoland (Le
sotho). 

There is no record of the number of 
new believers in southern Africa during 
the years 1953-55. It is known that the 
first African in that area to become a 
Baha'i was Andries Khorombi who de
clared his faith in Baha'u'llah in Jo
hannesburg on September 3, 1954, and 
that the second was William Masehla, 
in November 1954. 

The first indigenous woman in sou
thern Africa to become a Baha'i was 
Dorothy Senne, who was enrolled on 
January 21, 1955, the same day as her 
husband, Ephens Senne, making them 
the first Tswana Baha'is in Africa. 

Of course, nearly every tribe and 
race had its first Baha'is, mostly in 
1955-Max and May Seepe being the 
first Coloureds, Meriane Sandile the 

first Xhosa, Gladys and Charlotte 
Ndlovu the first Zulus, and Sarah Ma
mabolo the first Pedi. Later came 
Creswell Sisilana (the first Fingo), the 
Bismillah family (the first Indians), the 
Gallow family (the first Malays), and 
Florence Norman and Norman Bailey 
(the first whites). 

By April 1955 there were 15 Local 
Spiritual Assemblies, the first one hav
ing been established in Johannesburg 
(all whites) in 1954. The dramatic in
crease in the number of Assemblies in 
one year encouraged the Guardian to 
call for the formation of the first Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of South and 
West Africa. 

By April 1956 there were Local Spiri
tual Assemblies in these places: Angola 
(1), Basutoland (5), Bechuanaland (1), 
Mauritius (3), Madagascar (1), Mo
zambique (1), Northern Rhodesia (1), 
Southern Rhodesia (2), Reunion (1), 
Swaziland (1) and South Africa (9). 

The Guardian allocated 19 delegates 
to the first National Convention, 
which was held on the Sears' farm un
der strict security arrangements. 

On April 22, 1956, the first National 
Spiritual Assembly of South and West 
Africa was elected. Its members were 
John Allen, Festus Chembeni, Walter 
Dlamini, William Masehla, Robert 
Miller, Andrew Mofokeng, John Ro
barts, William Sears and Max Seepe. 
In January 1957 Walter Dlamini re
signed and Marguerite Sears was 
elected to replace him. 

By that time there were 496 African 
and Coloured Baha'is, and 71 whites, 
but only 326 declaration cards in the 
files. (Many of the early declaration 
cards were sent to the U.S. Africa 
Committee.) 

From that time the Faith grew at the 
rate of about 300 believers per year un
til 1963 when the number suddenly in
creased from 2,302 to 7,145. The num-
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ber of Local Spiritual Assemblies in
creased from 26 in 1956 to 86 in 1963. 

The year 1963, of course, marked 
the end of the Ten Year Crusade, and 
celebrations were held worldwide. The 
members of the National Spiritual As
sembly of South and West Africa went 
to Haifa for the first election of the 
Universal House of Justice, and many 
of the friends went to the first Baha'i 
World Congress at Royal Albert Hall 
in London. 

The following year saw the National 
Spiritual Assembly of South and West 
Africa become the mother of two new 
National Assemblies, those of the In
dian Ocean and South Central Africa. 

It was also a year of many adjust
ments. Bechuanaland, Northern and 
Southern Rhodesia and Nyasaland had 
been lost to South Central Africa, and 
Mauritius, Reunion and Madagascar 
to the Indian Ocean. That left only 
Angola, Basutoland, St. Helena, South 
West Africa, South Africa and Swazi
land under the National Spiritual As
sembly of South and West Africa. The 
membership was reduced from 7,145 to 
3,585, and the number of Local Spiri
tual Assemblies from 86 to 36. 

The Universal House of Justice then 
announced the Nine Year Plan, and the 
National Spiritual Assembly of South 
and West Africa was called upon to 
become the mother to another new Na
tional Spiritual Assembly-the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Swazi
land, Mozambique and Basutoland. 
And so in 1967, the membership was 
further reduced to 2,568 and the num
ber of Local Assemblies to 23. 

'Children,' 'grandchildren' 

While it seemed on the surface that 
things were going backward, in reality 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
South and West Africa had had the 
privilege of spawning both children 
and grandchildren, as there are now 
National Spiritual Assemblies in most 
of the countries and islands of sou
thern Africa. 

For instance, the National Spiritual 
Assembly of South Central Africa, 
which originally included Malawi, 
Rhodesia, Zambia and Botswana, gave 
birth in 1967 to the National Spiritual 
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Assembly of Zambia, and in 1970 to 
the National Spiritual Assemblies of 
Botswana, Malawi and Rhodesia (Zim
babwe). 

Meanwhile, the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Indian Ocean, which 
originally included Mauritius, the Cha
gos Archipelago, Madagascar, the 
Malagasy Republic, Seychelles, Com
oros and Reunion gave birth in 1969 to 

the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Seychelles and in 1972 to the National 
Spiritual Assemblies of Reunion, 
Madagascar and Mauritius. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Swaziland, Lesotho and Mozambique, 
formed in 1967, has gradually evolved 
into the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Lesotho (1971), the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Swaziland and Mozam
bique (1971), the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Swaziland, Mozambique 
and Angola (1976), and the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Swaziland 
(1977), with Angola and Mozambique 
coming under the direct guidance of 
the Universal House of Justice since 
1977. 

From 1967 to 1980, the National 
Spiritual Assembly of South and West 
Africa administered South Africa, 
South West Africa/Namibia, and St. 
Helena Island, as well as the newly 
created countries of Transkei, Bophu
thatswana and Venda. 

The year 1980 saw the birth of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Trans
kei, while 1981 witnessed the birth of 
the twin National Spiritual Assemblies 
of Bophuthatswana and South West 
Africa/Namibia. 

By 1981, its 25th anniversary, the 

National Spiritual Assembly of South 
and West Africa had given birth to six 
"children," three of which have evolv
ed into 10 living "grandchildren," 
making a total of 14 National Spiritual 
Assemblies now ministering to the 
needs of the Faith in southern Africa. 

The tree of the Faith now has many 
branches. The latest message from the 
Universal House of Justice calls upon 

The Hand of the Cause of God Wil
liam Sears (center) addresses delegates 
and guests at the 25th Baha'I National 
Convention in Johannesburg, South 
Africa, last Ric/win. Mr. Sears, who 
was the first chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of South and West 
Africa in 1956, opened this year's con
vention. With him on the platform are 
Lowell Johnson (left), the present 
chairman of the National Assembly, 
and its secretary, Michael Walker. 

all of these National Spiritual Assem
blies to sink their roots deep into the 
soil of southern Africa, so that the be
lievers and institutions will stand firm 
and strong, able to withstand the many 
storms that are brewing in Africa and 
the rest of the world. 

As the beloved Guardian said in a 
message written to the National Spiri
tual Assembly of South and West Af
rica: "Africa is truly awakening and 
finding herself ... To the degree to 
which her peoples accept Baha'u'll!ih 
will they be blessed, strengthened and 
protected. " 



The world 

United Kingdom protests persecution 

More than 200 people including 
members of the Parliament of the 
United Kingdom from different po
litical parties have passed a motion 
protesting the persecution of Baha'is in 
Iran. 

Speakers at a meeting July 8 in the 
House of Commons included five 
members of Parliament, a senator 
from Australia, the director of the 
United Nations Association, and a 
member of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the United Kingdom. 

The motion that was adopted states 
in part: "This meeting ... wishes to 
place on record its horror at the relent
less persecution in Iran of members of 
the Baha'i Faith and calls on humani
tarian governments the world over to 
use their best endeavours to bring pres
sure to bear on the Government of Iran 
to see reason and to cease the appalling 
harassment of and attempts to humili
ate members of the Baha'i Faith, and 
to enable them to enjoy those civil 
rights enshrined in the International 
Convention on Human Rights." 

Among those who protested the 
treatment of Baha'is in Iran by ad
dressing comments to United Nations 
Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim was 
Anthony Kenny, the master of Balliol 
College, Oxford, where the beloved 
Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, was once a 
student. 

" ... I feel particularly distressed," 
wrote Mr. Kenny, "at the news of their 
persecution as leaders of the Faith have 
had connections with this College since 
the last century." 

The heads of 13 other colleges at Ox
ford University signed a statement di
rected to Mr. W aldheim that expresses 
their horror at the persecution of be
lievers and other minorities in Iran. 

The statement notes that "the scale 
and severity of persecution have great
ly increased in recent weeks," and 

urges that "international public opin
ion do all it can to persuade the Gov
ernment of Iran to cease the persecu
tion of these law-abiding people, who 
are in no way involved in political mat
ters. " 

A IS-minute report on the persecu
tion of Baha'is in Iran was presented 
July 7 as a part of the BBC-TV's 

Korea 

Shown are Bahd'is and their guests at 
the national Baha'i Summer School in 
Pusan, Korea, July 30-August 3. Much 

More than 100 Baha'is from several 
localities in Korea attended a national 
Baha'i Summer School held July 
30-August 3 in Pusan. 

Among those present were five mem
bers of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Korea and three Auxiliary 
Board members. 

Classes and workshops were held on 
"the Baha'i community," "the Nine
teen Day Feast," "the Local Spiritual 
Assembly," and "the meaning and ef
fects of persecution." 

Separate children's classes focused 
on prayer and stories about 'Abdu'l
BaM. One morning, about 12 children 

"Newsnight" program. The report de
tailed the circumstances of the martyr
dom of Dr. Manuchihr Hakim in Teh
ran and other Baha'i martyrs including 
interviews with their relatives. 

The sympathetic television report 
also included scenes of the Shrines at 
the World Centre and of Baha'i meet
ings in London. 

of the planning for the school was car
ried out by Baha'i youth from Pusan. 

from a nearby orphanage participated 
in the BaM'i children's class. 

BaM'i youth from Pusan, working 
with the National Teaching Committee 
and individual believers, played a large 
role in planning and organizing the 
Summer School, which was sponsored 
by the Spiritual Assembly of Pusan. 

The Faith was introduced to a large 
group of students at a nearby univer
sity who had been invited to learn 
about the Faith by one of the Pusan 
BaM'i youth. 

Following the Summer School, five 
youth undertook a teaching trip to sev
eral villages. 
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Zimbabwe 

:11>. "" . ... ~ 

Guyana 

More than 60 artists attended an art
ists' workshop April 25-26 in George
town, Guyana, that was organized by 
five Baha'is who are artists and spon
sored by the National Spiritual As
sembly of Guyana. 

Workshop sessions included presen
tations on "Unity and Diversity in 
Art" as related to Baha'i principles; 
"Creativity in Everyday Life," and 
"The Artist as a Spiritual Being," 
presented by a Baha'i who is a psy
chologist. 

Convention in Zimbabwe. 

Tonga 

More than 50 Baha'i youth from 
various communities in Tonga at
tended a national youth conference 
June 14 in Navutoka village. 

This first youth conference in three 
years marked the start of a monthly 
deepening program organized by the 
National Youth Committee of Tonga. 

The eight half-hour classes offered 
during the one-day youth conference 
were taught by youth. The gathering 
ended with an evening fireside that was 

attended by 30 non-Baha'i youth. 
An average of 20 Tongan Baha'i 

youth travel each Friday to a village 
chosen by the National Youth Com
mittee as a goal. 

With their guitars and song books, 
the youth conduct firesides that attract 
an average of 10 to 15 seekers. These 
weekly trips are made in a van that was 
purchased with money raised by the 
youth. 

Small groups of Baha'i youth also 
organize weekend teaching trips to the 
outlying villages. 

Another Baha'i speaker discussed Chad 
"The Vision of the Future," while a 
panel discussed "The Artist and So
ciety. " 

The well-known Baha'i artist, David 
Villasenor, was introduced through the 
showing of the film, "Sands of Time," 
that features his work with Indian sand 
paintings. 

Also offered were sessions on "The 
Preparation and Discipline of the 
Arts," "Art and the Art Teacher," 
"Art as a Profession," and Toshoban 
(Japanese print-making with waxed pa
per stencils). 

The workshop was described in the 
magazine section of a Georgetown 
newspaper under the headline, "Art
ists' Workshop a Success." 
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Shown are delegates and guests at the southern part of the country. Among 
Bahd'{ National Convention in Chad, those who attended were two Auxiliary 
held last April 30 in Moissala, in the Board members. 



Australia 
John Huddleston, a Baha'i from the 

United States who is author of the 
book, The Earth Is But One Country; 
Auxiliary Board member David Has
sall from Australia, and their wives 
made Baha'i presentations to four uni
versity officials in the Sydney, Aus
tralia, area in july. 

The Huddlestons were in Sydney for 
five days during a visit to the Pacific 

Tuvalu 

Eight members of the newly elected 
National Spiritual Assembly of Tuvalu 
(formerly Ellice Islands) gathered for 
this photo at its inaugural Convention 
held April 26 on Funafuti Island. Pres
ent for the occasion were the Hand of 
the Cause of God Col/is Featherstone 
(back row fourth from left), Con
tinental Counsel/or Suhayl 'Ald'{ 
(seated far right), Auxiliary Board 
member Dr. Tilinga Pulusi (seated sec
ond from right) and Jack Pedro, a rep
resentative of the parent National 
Spiritual Assembly of Kiribati. 

Reunion 
An accurate, well-illustrated five

page article on the Faith appeared in 
the June 24 issue of TeM Sept Jours, a 
popular weekly magazine in Reunion, 
a French-speaking island in the Indian 
Ocean. 

The article is entitled "650 Reunion 
Islanders in Search of Universality." 

New Zealand 
Grant Miller, a Baha'i from Auck

land, New Zealand, who is a musician, 
composed a song entitled "We're All 
Looking for Love" that was used as 
the theme song for an "International 
Year of the Disabled" telethon in that 
country. 

The successful recording of the song 
was noted in a New Zealand newspaper 
article that described the composition 
as "in keeping with Miller's Baha'i 
sentiments, which centre around posi
tive thinking." 

area to meet leaders of thought and 
those in authority, as requested by the 
Universal House of Justice. 

Mr. Huddleston, who is budget di
rector of the International Monetary 
Fund, spoke for three hours with Sir 
Herman Black, chancellor of Sydney 
University. He presented the chancel
lor with a copy of his book and an in
formation kit on the present crisis fac
ing Baha'is in Iran. 

Mr. Huddleston and his three com-

- , .. '1 

it\ , 
V-' 
The appearance of this issue of the 

magazine was promoted with radio 
spot announcements broadcast every 
two hours during a two-day period. 
The announcements began with the 
words: "This week, discover the 
Baha'i religion ... " 

The magazine and radio publicity re
sulted from an interview with the pub
lication's editorial staff obtained by 

Switzerland 
Sixty-eight Baha'is including Con

tinental Counsellors for Europe Dr. 
Agnes Ghazvani and Dr. Leo Nieder
reiter attended a teaching conference 
June 11 in Grindelwald, Switzerland. 

The conference was organized 
around three themes: youth, our re
sponsibilities in the Seven Year Plan, 
and the significance of the Plan in Eu
rope. 

Among the proposals developed dur
ing the conference were the fostering of 
greater unity and coordination among 
the linguistic regions of Switzerland, 

panions made similar presentations to 
the vice-chancellor of the University of 
New South Wales, to a former vice
chancellor of that same university, and 
to the vice-chancellor of Macquarie 
University. 

Mr. Huddleston's book has been se
lected as an "outstanding academic 
book" by Choice magazine, a periodi
cal published in the U.S. that reviews 
and recommends works for academic 
libraries. 

the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Reunion. 

"As expected," said a spokesman 
for the National Assembly, "the events 
in Iran give us extraordinary procla
mation opportunities. If only our 
brethren in Iran could be informed of 
them, no doubt they would be com
forted! 

and the need for each believer to 
deepen friendships with "inactive" 
believers. 

Vanuatu 
Three people declared their belief in 

Baha'u'IIah during the first of a series 
of six weekly Baha'i institutes July 
25-26 in Tanna, Vanuatu, that was at
tended by about 25 Baha'is and their 
guests. 

The institute included a public talk 
on progressive revelation, a song ses
sion, and the translation of a part of a 
teaching book into the Lenakel lan
guage. 
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Jamaica 

The Hand of the Cause of God 
Arnatu'I-BaM Rul}iyyih KMnum ap
peared on nationwide television, con
ducted a press conference, met with the 
prime minister and governor-general, 
and spoke at a public meeting during a 
visit May 20-26 to Jamaica. 

Among those present at a reception 
in her honor May 21 were the United 
Nations' resident representative in Ja
maica, the president of the country's 
Court of Appeals, and the Israeli con
sul to Jamaica. 

Ruth Pringle, a Continental Coun
sellor for the Americas, and Auxiliary 
Board member Anthony Lewis joined 
the Hand of the Cause for a luncheon 
May 22 at the National l:Ia~ratu'l
Quds that was hosted by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Jamaica. 

She was the subject of an informa
tive 20-minute interview that was 
broadcast twice on national television. 

One hundred Baha'is from more 
than 15 localities in Jamaica joined 
visitors from the Cayman Islands, Pa
nama, Dominica, Canada, the United 
Kingdom and United States at a con
ference May 24 whose speakers in
cluded Amatu'l-Baha RUQiyyih 
Khanum; Counsellor Pringle; Auxil
iary Board member Lewis; Elias Zo
hoori, secretary of the National Spiri
tual Assembly of Jamaica; and Violette 
Nakhjavani, Amatu'l-Baha RUQiyyih 
Khanum's traveling companion. 

The Hand of the Cause was warmly 
received May 26 by the Hon. Edward 
Seaga, prime minister of Jamaica. 
They talked for about 20 minutes 
about the Faith and the recent perse
cution of Baha'is in Iran. 

At the close of her visit, she unveiled 
a plaque at the National l:Ia~ratu'l
Quds commemorating her historic trip 
to Jamaica. 
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Amatu'I-Bahd Ru!Jlyyih Khdnum 
(fourth from right) and members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Ja
maica gathered for this photo shortly 
before the departure of the Hand of 
the Cause of God at the end of her 
week-long visit to Jamaica in May. 
Counsel/or Ruth Pringle is fifth from 
left. 

The Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'I-Bahd Ru!Jfyyih Khdnum 
(left), her traveling companion, Vio
lette Na!sl1iavdn{, and.the Hon. Sir Flo
rizel Glasspole, governor-general of 
Jamaica, share a laugh during a cour
tesy cal/ made May 21 by Amatu'l
BaM Ru!J{yyih Khdnum during her 
week-long visit to Jamaica. 

Shown are many of the more than 110 ing the visit to that country of the 
believers who attended a conference Hand of the Cause of God Amatu'l
May 23-24 in Kingston, Jamaica, dur- BaM Ru!Jfyyih KMnum. 



The Gambia 

The Faith was proclaimed in 
schools, at the national library , and on 
radio in The Gambia during a two
week visit in April by Ada Williams, a 
traveling teacher from the United 
Kingdom. 

Miss Williams contacted prominent 
women in government, reporting later 
a "spiritually charged conversation" 
with the highest-ranking woman in the 
country's government and the most 
prominent woman in its civil service. 

Trinidad/Tobago 

Mexico 
Carmen de Burafato, a member of 

the Continental Board of Counsellors 
for the Americas, and six members of 
the Auxiliary Board in Mexico con
ducted a training institute June 13-14 
in Puebla for 15 assistants to the Aux
iliary Board and other invited guests. 

The institute focused on the respon
sibilities of assistants and their im
portance in helping Spiritual Assem
blies win the goals of the second phase 
of the Seven Year Plan. 

Counsellor Burafato emphasized the 
importance of the individual Baha'i 
during her presentation on the Admin
istrative Order. 

The two-day gathering included sev
eral opportunities for group consulta
tion. 

In addition, she was the guest at a 
tea attended by the UN Development 
Program's resident representative and 
other prominent women in The Gam
bia. 

On two occasions, Miss Williams 
was interviewed on Radio Gambia. 
The National Spiritual Assembly plans 
to follow up her proclamation effort 
with local-language programs for 
Radio Gambia. 

Miss Williams visited nine schools. 
At each one the headmaster was told 
about the Faith and given books for 

EI Salvador 

Violence, danger and social up
heaval have served only to increase the 
momentum of teaching and consoli
dating the Faith in EI Salvador. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
EI Salvador, helped by two Auxiliary 
Board members, set up a plan to win 
the Local Assembly goals of the first 
phase of the Seven Year Plan. One 
seven-member team that went out 
every day to teach formed 10 new As
semblies in six weeks and helped sev
eral others that were in jeopardy. 

The goal of 110 Assemblies was 
won. All were re-elected except 17 that 
were in the war zone. 

The National Spiritual Assembly has 
decided to maintain a team of 10 vol
unteers to go out every day this year on 
a regular schedule of teaching and con
solidation. 

the school library. 
At a Muslim secondary school, 200 

students listened to an hour-long 
question-and-answer session on the 
Faith along with 15 staff members and 
two teachers of the Qur'an. 

A Catholic girls' class in religion also 
heard an hour-long discussion of the 
Faith. 

The visitor from the United King
dom presented Baha'i books to the 
chief librarian at the national library. 
Two weeks later, a Baha'i exhibit was 
placed on display at the library. 

Shown are some of the participants in 
the fourth annual BaM'{ School of 
Trinidad and Tobago held January 
9-11 at John Dial Village, Tobago. 
Those present included Auxiliary 
Board member Stephen Burris (far left 
in back row). 

Several BaM'is have lost their lives 
in the fighting in EI Salvador, mostly 
accidentally, and all in situations un
related to the Faith. 

Two hundred sixty-two BaM'is in
cluding several new believers partici
pated in a day-long teaching confer
ence July 19 in San Salvador, EI Sal
vador. 

The conference, sponsored by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of EI Sal
vador, included reports of a four-week 
teaching effort in the western part of 
the country that resulted in declara
tions by 95 adults, youth and children. 

Conference participants learned that 
considerable progress is being made 
toward winning EI Salvador's goal of 
enrolling 500 new believers during the 
second phase of the Seven Year Plan. 

Between Riq.van and the time of the 
conference, 145 people in EI Salvador 
declared their belief in Baha'u'llah. 
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United States 

Shown here are some of the 125 partici
pants in a • Youth for One World' con
ference held April 25 in Redlands, 
California. The organization, spon
sored by the Spiritual Assembly of 
Redlands, is designed for children ages 
5 to 15. It seeks to instill a sense of 
Bahd'{ identity and values in young 
people through monthly meetings and 
individualized home and community 
activities. The Spiritual Assembly of 
Redlands has received inquiries about 
'Youth for One World' from many 
states and from as far away as Finland. 

Brazil 

Members of three more Indian tribes 
in Brazil have declared their belief in 
Baha'u'llah. 

Two of those who recently became 
Baha'is are members of the Cariris 
Choc6 tribe of Porto Real de Colegio 
in Alagoas. 

Two others are Funi6s from Aguas 
Belas in Pernambuco, while one is a 
Potiguarra Indian from the Bay of 

Argentina 

Some of the 50 Bahd'{ and non-Bahd'{ 
children who regularly attend Bahd'{ 
children's classes in Quilmes, Argen
tina, gathered for this group photo 
with their teacher, Lida Yazdani 
(right), and two members of the Spiri
tual Assembly of Qui/mes. This suburb 
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Trai~ao in Paraiba. 

One hundred-fifty Baha'is from all 
parts of Brazil attended a national 
Baha'i conference July 4-6 in Rio de 
Janeiro to commemorate the 60th an
niversary of the establishment of the 
Faith in Brazil by the late Continental 
Counsellor, Leonora Armstrong. 

A congratulatory message from the 
state legislature of Rio de Janeiro was 
recorded in the government's official 
journal. 

Counsellor Armstrong, then Leo-

of Buenos Aires is the burial place of 
May Maxwell, the mother of the Hand 
of the Cause of God Amatu'I-Bahd 
Ru!J{yyih Khdnum. Mrs. Maxwell died 
March 1, 1940, while on a teaching trip 
to South America. 

nora Holsapple, arrived in Brazil in 
1920 in response to 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
Tablets of the Divine Plan. A plaque 
honoring her memory will be placed in 
the principal square of the harbor area 
in Pra~a Maua, Brazil. 

The national conference, dedicated 
to the Baha'i martyrs in Iran, launched 
the second group of "Bad! projects" 
of consolidation and expansion. 

Many of those who were present of
fered their help in the teaching work to 
help win the goals of the present phase 
of the Seven Year Plan. 

Pakistan 
Dr. Sabir Afaghi, an Auxiliary 

Board member, proclaimed the Faith 
with Baha'i literature that was given to 
participants at a government-spon
sored seminar in Pakistan on problems 
of book publication and sales in that 
country's national and regional lan
guages. 

Dr. Afaghi was invited to the semi
nar as a delegate to represent the 
Kashmiri language. He presented 
Baha'i literature in Pushtu, Punjabi, 
Baluchi and Sindhi to directors of the 
academies of these regional groups. 

More Baha'i literature was requested 
by delegates at the conference who are 
prominent in their fields. A number of 
them from various parts of the country 
indicated that they would present the 
Baha'i books to their boards. 

Other delegates also were given 
Baha'i publications. 



Baha'i News 

Bahd'{ News is eager to receive re
ports and photographs of newsworthy 
Baha'i activities held throughout the 
world. Subscribers find these reports in 
the "World" section of Baha'I' News 
and in feature articles appearing in 
each issue. 

Unfortunately, some reports and 
photos can't be used because impor
tant and necessary information has 
been unwittingly omitted by the cor
respondent. 

More than likely, this occurs because 
the correspondent, describing an event 
with which he or she is familiar, simply 
has forgotten to include the informa
tion. When one is a participant in or a 
witness to an event, it is sometimes 
easy to forget to include such basic in
formation as where or when it took 
place. But whenever such information 
is left out, the report usually cannot be 
published. 

Please continue to send news of 
Baha'i activities in your area to BaM'{ 
News and include photos (black and 
white preferred) whenever possible. 
But before sending a report, please 
take a moment to review it and make 
sure that answers to the following 
questions are included: What, when, 
who, where, and why? 

That is, what was the event or ac
tivity; when did it happen; where did it 
take place; who sponsored it and who 
participated (be sure to include first 
and last names); and why, meaning· 
what was the purpose of the event? By 
keeping this old journalistic rule in 
mind when writing, you can help as
sure that your report will be published 
in Baha'{ News. 

Please send articles and photos to 
Baha'{ News, Baha'i National Center, 
Wilmette, IL 60091, U.S.A. 

SW AfricaiN amibia 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

South West Africa/Namibia, one of 
the newest National Assemblies in Af
rica, has begun publishing a newsletter 
that features a rainbow of colored 
pages, each one printed in a different 
language. 

The newsletter is published in Afri
kaans, English, Herero, Kuanjama and 
Nama languages, reflecting the diver
sity that characterizes the members of 
the National Assembly itself. 

Six national/linguistic backgrounds 
are represented in the membership of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
South West Africa/Namibia. Included 
are three Ndonga members, one Kuan
jama, one Damara, two Germans, one 
American and one Persian. 

To all National Spiritual Assemblies 
Dear Baha'i Friends, 

Costa Rica 

Twenty-five residents of Turrialba, 
Costa Rica, a small town named for a 
nearby volcano, expressed their desire 
to study the Faith as the result of a 
proclamation effort conducted by 
members of the local Baha'i commu
nity on four consecutive Sundays. 

Many of the members of the Baha'i 
community of Turrialba gathered in a 
central park with a hinged display 
board decorated with photos and dia
grams of Baha'i subjects. They spoke 
with passersby and handed out Baha'i 
pamphlets. 

This same Baha'i community fi
nanced the production of a radio pro
gram, "The Open Door," that was de
veloped by the National Baha'i Radio 
Committee of Costa Rica. 

The Netherlands 
Thirty-five Baha'i youth and chil

dren from six localities in Holland are 
attending monthly classes on the Faith 
in eastern Holland. The young people, 
ages four to 18, are divided into five 
age groups. 

The education program is linked to 
the Netherlands' summer and winter 
school sessions. 

Further to the cable of the Universal House of Justice of April 6, 1981, quoted in our subsequent 
circular letter of April 8, 1981, about the opening of two Funds in the Holy Land for the Houses of 
Worship in India and Samoa, we have been instructed to say that, while the friends are free to send 
their contributions to the World Centre if they wish, the Universal House of Justice has been notified 
by Mr. Fariburz ~ahba, the architect for the Temple project in India, that it would be helpful for 
funds contributed for the House of Worship in that country to be sent directly there rather than to be 
collected in and dispatched from the World Centre. 

Donations for the Temple project in India may therefore be sent to: 
Baha'i Temple Project 
Savings Bank a/c No. 592 
Syndicate Bank, Foreign Exchange Branch 
Connaught Circus 
New Delhi 110001 
India 

All contributions sent through your National Spiritual Assembly or directly by individuals in your 
country to India will be acknowledged by the Temple Project Committee, which will provide to the 
World Centre a periodic account of contributors and amounts received. 

In the case of the Samoan Temple, it is preferable for contributions to be sent to the World Centre. 
With loving Baha'i greetings, 

The Universal House of Justice 
Department of the Secretariat 
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Festival musical! 

'Inca Llacta' of Otavalo, Ecuador, 
first-place winners in Radio Baha'i's 

fourth annual Indigenous Music Festival 
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Ecuador 

Radio Baha'i holds 4th Music Festival 

Above: A part of the crowd of about 
7,000 who enjoyed the music in Radio 
Bahd'i's fourth annual Indigenous 
Music Festival held August 16 in Ota-

valo, Ecuador. Below: Second-place 
winners among the 13 musical groups, 
'Los Hijos de Imbabura' from /luman. 

Approximately 7,000 men, women 
and children attended Radio Baha'i's 
fourth annual Indigenous Music Festi
val held August 16 in Otavalo, Ecua
dor. 

Most of the attendees were Quechua
speaking Indians from Ecuador's Im
babura Valley. 

Preceding the event, six regional fes
tivals were held from July 18 through 
August 10. They served as elimination 
rounds, and attracted a total of 33 mu
sical groups, 18 of which were chosen 
to participate in the grand finale near 
the Radio Baha'i studios in Otavalo. 

The festivals are sponsored by Radio 
Baha'i and a new radio rural devel
opment project, "Caminando Juntos" 
(Walking Together), which recently re
ceived a matching-funds grant from 
the Canadian International Develop
ment Agency (CIDA) via the National 
Spiritual Assemblies of Canada and 
Ecuador. 

Distinguished guests 

Coordinators of the cultural-educa
tional rural development project made 
arrangements for the six regional fes
tivals (and the grand finale) in the Im
babura and Pichincha provinces by 
contacting officials, locating festival 
sites, and arranging for publicity. 

A number of distinguished guests at
tended the festival in Otavalo including 
the Canadian Ambassador to Ecuador 
and his wife, the CIDA representative 
for Ecuador, the director-general of 
the Ecuadorian Frequency Office and 
his family, the commissioner of the 
nearby city of Cotacachi, and other lo
cal dignitaries. 

Their reactions to the event ranged 
from awe and delight to warm praise 
for the services that the Baha'is are 
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A view of Radio Baha'i's regional lage square in Cangahua, province of Pichincha. 
music festival held August 9 in the vil-

rendering to the community via Radio 
Baha'i to help preserve the indigenous 
culture. 

Radio spot announcements invited 
indigenous music groups and the pub
lic at large to each regional festival, as 
did a jeep (outfitted with loudspeakers 
and a cassette tape recorder) that pass
ed through the villages playing pre-re
corded messages in Quechua and Span
ish. 

Each weekend, the entire Radio Ba
ha'i staff would load wooden stage 
platforms, empty 55-gallon tanks 
(which served as the platform base), 
and amplification and recording equip
ment onto pick-up trucks and haul it 
up winding mountain roads to remote 
festival sites. 

For each event, a stage was con
structed and a colorful skirt and back
drop bearing Incan designs were at
tached. Microphones were then set in 
place and cable connections made. 
Soon a crowd of 300 to 700 people 
would gather and the regional festival 
was under way. 

The festivals were extremely well re
ceived. A total of 179 musicians played 
in the six regional events, with many 
playing and singing original composi-
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'Los Runas, , first-place winners in last 
year's third annual Indigenous Music 
Festival sponsored by Radio Bahd'i in 

Ecuador play by invitation in this 
year's event. 



tions in the native style. 
An estimated 3,200 people attended 

the elimination rounds. Often a par
ticular festival was acclaimed by resi
dents as the largest and liveliest event 
ever to take place in their town. The 
regional festivals, newly initiated this 
year, no doubt left a lasting impression 
in the hearts and minds of the partici
pants, truly living up to the festival's 
name, "Nucanchic Tono" (Quechua 
for "Our Music"). 

Each of the six regional festivals, as 
well as the grand finale, were recorded 
and presented almost in their entirety 
on Radio Baha'i. 

A large silver first place trophy bear
ing the name of Radio Baha'i was pre
sented to the musical group from Ota
valo, "Inca Llacta" (Land of the In
cas). All of the other groups that per
formed received diplomas of special 
mention. 

Newspaper reporters from Otavalo, 
the provincial capital of Ibarra, and 
the nation's capital, Quito, were at the 
festival. The event also was videotaped 
in its entirety by Otavalo's Channel 3 
television. 

Sra. Clemencia Pavon de Zuleta, direc
tor of the rural development project, 
'Caminando Juntos' of Radio Baha'I: 
gives the director-general of the Ecua
dorian Frequency Office a tour of Ra
dio Baha'i in Otavalo, Ecuador. 

The first-place trophy sits on a table in 
front of the judges (left to right) Srta. 
Elizabeth Loza; Sr. Remigio Caseres, 
professor of Quechua at the Otavalo 
branch of the Catholic University; Dr. 
Rafael Pavon; Sr. Caesar Cosme; and 

Night falls and lights are strung above 
the stage as the Zuleta, Ecuador, re
gional music festival sponsored by 
Radio Baha'i enters the second round 
of the semi-finals. Most residents of 

Sr. Herman Proafio, professor at the 
Otavalo High School, Republica del 
Ecuador, during the fourth annual In
digenous Music Festival sponsored by 
Radio Baha'i in Ecuador. 

the mountain community braved the 
darkness and long walk home by stay
ing until the very end-sometime 
around 10 p.m. 
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Australia 

Parliament condemns Iran persecutions 

On Wednesday, August 19, follow
ing debate that lasted almost an hour, 
the House of Representatives- in Aus
tralia adopted unanimously a resolu
tion dealing with the persecution of Ba
ha'{s in Iran. The transcript of the 
debate and subsequent resolution is re
printed here from the Australian Ba
ha'i Bulletin of August 1981. 

• 
ADHERENTS OF BAHA'i FAITH 

IN IRAN 
Mr. Carlton (Mackellar)-I seek 

leave to amend the notice appearing in 
my name on the Notice Paper relating 
to the treatment of adherents of the 
Baha'i Faith in Iran. I am seeking leave 
to amend it because I put it down some 
time ago and certain matters of fact 
have changed since then. 

Leave granted. 
Mr. Carlton-I move: 
That this House-
(1) expresses its grave concern over 

the persecution of the adherents of the 
Baha'{ Faith in Iran by the regime of 
the Ayatollah Khomeini, and notes 
with alarm and abhorrence the contin
uing executions of Iranian Baha'{s 
purely on the grounds of their religious 
faith; 

(2) calls upon the Government of 
Iran to release from custody those Ba
ha'{s who have been unjustly detained, 
and to restore the holy places, proper
ties, community centres and companies 
that have been confiscated; 

(3) commends the Australian Gov
ernment for its assistance to Australian 
Baha'{s in expressing their protest to 
the Iranian Government, and 

(4) requests the Australian Govern
ment to continue to lend its support to 
moves in international forums design
ed to restore to the Iranian Baha'{s 
their freedom to live in peace and prac
tice their religion in harmony with their 
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fellow citizens of other faiths. 

I think most members of the House 
will be aware by now of the nature of 
the Baha'i Faith, but I would like to 
give some information on it during my 
speech and also to indicate some of the 
difficulties presently being experienced 
by adherents of that faith in Iran. The 
seconder of the motion, my colleague 
the honourable member for Tangney 
(Mr. Shack), will detail some of the 
atrocities which are being perpetrated 
at present by the Iranian regime on Ba
ha'is. The faith of the Baha'is arose in 
Persia-now Iran-in the middle of 
the nineteenth century, and its name 
Baha'i comes from the founder, Baha
'u'llah, and simply means a follower of 
Baha'u'llah. It is an independent world 
religion. 

The Baha'i faith first came to my at
tention some years ago when I met the 
world famous baritone, Mr. Norman 
Bailey, who came to Australia to sing 
with the Australian Opera in perfor
mances of The Mastersingers of Nu
remberg. I had lunch with Mr. Bailey 
and I was very much impressed by his 
adherence to this simple yet universal 
faith. It was by pure coincidence that a 
few years later I found that I was rep
resenting the electorate of Mackellar, 
which has within it the house of wor
ship of the Baha'is in Australia. 

Severe difficulties 

Visitors to the northern beachside 
suburbs of Sydney will have noticed 
that remarkable building at Ingleside 
which can be seen for many kilometres. 
It is a beautiful shrine and I would ad
vise anybody in the area to visit it and, 
if possible, to attend services there. 
More recently, and certainly since the 
Iranian revolution, the Baha'is who 
worship at Ingleside brought to my at
tention the very severe difficulties be
ing experienced by their brethren in 

Iran. Certainly, following the Iranian 
revolution, there was a major persecu
tion to which I shall refer later. 

On 10 September last year I made a 
speech in the adjournment debate 
drawing the attention of the House to 
this problem, and on the following 
day, 11 September, I gave notice of the 
motion which is substantially the same 
as the one I moved today. Last year the 
former Minister for Foreign Af
fairs-the honourable member for 
Kooyong (Mr. Peacock)-saw mem
bers of the Baha'i faith in Australia 
and as a result had the Iranian charge
d'affaires called in to hear the Aus
tralian Government's concern about 
the persecution of Baha'is. 

With the formation of the new Par
liament, I renewed the motion on no
tice. On 9 March 1981 Senator Wheel
don asked a question in the Senate of 
Senator Dame Margaret Guilfoyle, 
representing the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, and Dame Margaret was able 
to indicate that the Australian repre
sentative at the United Nations Com
mission on Human Rights had specifi
cally raised the problem of religious 
persecution in Iran and had raised the 
question of Baha'is in particular. 
Dame Margaret also indicated in that 
answer that the present Minister for 
Foreign Affairs (Mr. Street) was con
tinuing the role of the previous Minis
ter in pursuing this matter in interna
tional forums and, where possible, 
with the Iranian Government. 

On 25 March of this year the hon
ourable member for Diamond Valley, 
now the Minister for Employment and 
Youth Affairs (Mr. N .A. Brown), 
spoke on the Human Rights Commis
sion Bill and detailed the problems be
ing experienced at that time by Iranian 
Baha'is. On 26 March 1981 Senator 
Puplick moved a motion in the Senate 
to this effect: 



That the Senate deplores the contin
ued persecution of religious minorities 
in Iran, particularly the large commu
nity of Bahd'is, and urges that this 
total abuse of the right to religious 
tolerance be brought to the attention of 
the Human Rights Commission of the 
United Nations. 

That motion was supported by Sen
ator Gareth Evans on behalf of the 
Australian Labor Party and it was car
ried by the Senate. There have been, of 
course, individual cases of Iranian citi
zens who have come to Australia, pos
sibly before the revolution, and found 
that they are subject to religious per
secution. I have made representations, 
as I am sure many other honourable 
members have, to the Minister for Im
migration and Ethnic Affairs (Mr. 
Macphee) on behalf of such people, 
hoping that the Australian Govern
ment will be able to take a sympathetic 
view of their plight. I am happy to say 
that the Minister for Immigration and 
Ethnic Affairs has advised me that he 
is giving this matter very sympathetic 
consideration, and in a forthcoming 
statement on immigration policy mat
ters he will refer to the status of Iranian 
citizens suffering persecution. 

I thought that in order to indicate to 
the House just how outrageous it is 
that this should be happening to ad
herents I would refer to some of the 
basic Baha'i teachings. The Baha'i 
faith, which rose out of Islam but is 
different from Islam, proclaims the 
unity of God and His prophets. It 
recognises the basic oneness of all re
ligions and the oneness of the entire 
human race. It encourages an indepen
dent investigation of truth. It provides 
the necessary agencies for the establish
ment and safeguarding of a permanent 
and universal peace as the supreme 
goal of mankind. It states that religion 
must go hand in hand with science and 
that it constitutes the ultimate basis of 
a peaceful, ordered and progressive so
ciety. It upholds the principle of equal 
opportunity, rights and privileges for 
men and women. It advocates univer
sal compulsory education. It exalts 
work performed in the spirit of service 
to the rank of worship. The Baha'i 
faith is particularly emphatic in its 
teachings about obedience to govern
ment, non-involvement in politics, the 
oneness of religion and the far-reach
ing implications of the oneness of man-

kind. 
I certainly have found from my con

tact with individual Baha'is and also 
from attending religious services which 
are conducted by the Baha'is that they 
are indeed a very gentle people. The set 
of religious principles that I have un
derlined must have been startling in
deed not only in Iran in the mid-nine-

'Many find it difficult to under
stand why members of a re
ligious minority dedicated to 
tolerance, peace and universal 
brotherhood arouse such hatred 
in those amongst whom they 
live. ' 

teenth century but surely throughout 
much of the world. It is hard to ima
gine that such foresight and such un
derstanding of the movement of hu
man progress over the forthcoming 
centuries would be seen by such a small 
band in such a place so long ago. 

Many find it difficult to understand 
why members of a religious minority 
dedicated to tolerance, peace and uni
versal brotherhood arouse hatred in 
those amongst whom they live. The 
reasons for persecutions, the hatred 
and the violence lie deep in the socio
psychological structure of Persian so
ciety and go back more than a century 
to 1844 when a young merchant of 
Shiraz, later known as the Bab, found
ed this religion whose followers re
jected the literal interpretation of the 
Koran and held that soon he whom 
God shall make manifest would appear 
on earth to bring a new law and to in
augurate a new era in the history of 
mankind. 

In nineteenth century Iran where 
even the notion of religious liberty did 
not exist the teachings of the Bab were 
bound to produce a violent reaction. 
Accused of heresy the Bab was impris
oned and finally executed in 1850. This 
did not stop the spread of the Bab's 
teachings nor did it stop the resistance 
of his disciples who defended them
selves with great valour against attacks 
by the united forces of the clergy, the 
mobs and the government. There en
sued a campaign of extermination in 
which some 20,000 Babis, as they were 
then called, were killed. The cruelty of 

the suppression, the indiscriminate 
massacre of women and children and 
the tortures inflicted upon masses of 
innocent people have been eloquently 
described both by participants and by 
Western observers. The bloodshed left 
a legacy of suspicion, fear and pain. 

Thirteen years after the martyrdom 
of the Bab one of his leading disciples 
who had been exiled by the Persian 
Government to Baghdad proclaimed 
himself to be the one whose advent the 
Bab had prophesied. He became 
known as Baha'u'llah and is seen as the 
main founder of the religion. Most of 
the Bab's followers accepted Baha
'u'llah's claim and they became known 
thereafter as Baha'is. Over the next 40 
years Baha'u'llah produced a vast 
number of works that today constitute 
the scripture of the religion he found
ed, the Baha'i faith. Baha'u'llah 
taught the unity of mankind and the 
equality of races and nations. He pro
claimed the essential harmony of sci
ence and religion, equality of the sexes 
and the need for universal education. 
He also established the principles on 
which this currently world-wide reli
gion would be founded. 

The authorities, both religious and 
secular, kept Baha'u'llah in confine
ment and exile for some 40 years. Fun
damentalist Muslim clergy feeling 
threatened by ideas that challenged the 
theological formulas they had repeated 
for hundreds of years, continued to de
mand the extermination of the Baha'is 
whom they denounced as heretics and 
harmful misleaders. In time, the Ba
ha'is were turned into the scapegoats 
of Iranian society. As their numbers in
creased they became an ever more at
tractive target for demagogic attacks 
by those who wanted to distract the 
public or create turmoil. Since the Ba
ha'is emphasized education and placed 
high value on work, they achieved a 
relatively high standard of living which 
made them attractive targets of po
groms. 

Last, but not least, the peaceable na
ture of the Baha'i community made it 
possible to attack Baha'is without fear 
of violent retaliation. In moments of 
national stress, during famines, revolu
tions and invasions of the country, Ba
ha'is could be blamed for the nation's 
miseries. If one did not wish to pay a 
debt one could accuse the creditor of 
being a Baha'i. If an epidemic spread 
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throughout a province one could blame 
the Baha'is. Baha'i ideals of world 
unity could be twisted to appear as a 
lack of patriotism. Baha'i acceptance 
of the truth inherent in all great reli
gions of mankind could be interpreted 
as a betrayal of Islam. 

When in 1896 Nas.iri'd-Din Shah was 
assassinated by a pan-Islamist terrorist 
the Baha'is were automatically accused 
of that deed. In a brief but violent per
secution that followed several Baha'is 
lost their lives. In 1903 more than 100 
Baha'is were massacred in Yazd. The 
outbreak of the revolution in 1906 pre
cipitated new attacks on Baha'is. As 
the constitutional movement developed 
reactionaries brought groundless accu
sations against the Baha'is, denounc
ing them as supporters and inspirers of 
the reformist cause. In the chaotic con
ditions of World War I and its after
math Baha'is once again suffered scat
tered attacks in various parts of the 
country. 

History repeats 

During the 1930s things calmed 
down somewhat but a large scale at
tack on the Baha'i community was 
launched in the month of Ramadan in 
1955. At one of Tehran's mosques 
Shaykh MUQammad Taqi Falsafi, a 
fanatical mullah, daily urged his flock 
to rise up against the false religion. He 
accused the Baha'is of being enemies 
of Islam and called for severe measures 
against them. One can certainly see in 
this little piece of history as in the ear
lier ones precursors of what has been 
happening in recent times. It is almost 
a repeat of that old history. In 1955 
there was an orgy of senseless murder, 
rape, pillage and destruction. The de
tails were published in a number of 
leading European and American news
papers and aroused the concern of a 
large number of Western statesmen 
and scholars. The outbreaks were men
tioned by President Eisenhower in a 
press conference reported in the Chi
cago Daily News on 14 July 1955. The 
renowned Oxford scholar, Professor 
Gilbert Murray, wrote an open letter in 
the Manchester Guardian on 22 August 
1955 where he said: 

A country such as Iran, whose Gov
ernment approved the Declaration of 
Human Rights, can ill-afford to permit 
fanatics to attack with violence the 
peaceful followers of a harmless and 
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progressive religion. 
His remarks were echoed by the Brit

ish historian, Professor Arnold Toyn
bee, who wrote to express his concern 
in the 3 September issue of the Times. 
He stated: 

In publishing your leading article of 
August 30, 'A Persecuted Sect,' I am 
sure you have done a service to Persia 
as well as to her Bahd'{ citizens. The 
Persian Government has, as you say, 
an interest in keeping order and pro
tecting its nationals . .. The Bahd'{s 
have a particularly strong claim to be 
tolerated, because non-violence is one 
of the cardinal principles of their re
ligion. 

This is quite significant because in 
1955 a world-wide campaign of publi
city, expressions of sympathy for the 
Baha'is of Iran on the part of out
standing individuals throughout the 
world and two formal appeals to the 
United Nations eventually resulted in 
some relief. The Iranian Foreign Min
ister gave formal reassurances to the 
Secretary-General of the United Na
tions that the persecutions would be 
halted. However, it took several years 
for passions to abate, for normalcy to 
return and for the Iranian Baha'i com
munity to begin to rebuild its shattered 
and desecrated holy places, community 
centres and educational facilities. Since 
then Baha'is have continued to live 
under the threat of further outbreaks 
and the burden of severe civil restric
tions. 

Though the Baha'is are the largest 
religious minority in the country their 
existence was not officially recognised 
by the government of the Shah. Unlike 
other minorities, such as the Chris
tians, the Jews and the Zoroastrians, 
they enjoyed no protection under the 
imperial constitution. Being in their 
vast majority ethnic Iranians, speaking 
Persian or Azerbaijani, they are no 
foreign element but a part of the Iran
ian nation to which they have always 
been loyal. It is the medieval intoler
ance of fanatical elements that strives 
to set them apart from their Muslim 
brothers and fellow citizens. Being 
non-political, law abiding, and op
posed to all violence, they constitute no 
threat to anyone. Yet they have been 
the most frequently persecuted group 
in the nation. The current outbreaks of 
persecution are only one more episode 
in the long history of cruel and Sense-

less oppression. 
There have been six stages in what 

happened in Iran in recent times. The 
first stage was the seizure of the com
plete records of the National Baha'i 
Centre. This action provided those re
sponsible for the persecution with the 
means of identifying members of the 
Baha'i community throughout Iran. 
The numbers are estimated-I am not 
quite sure of the total number-at 
somewhere between 200,000 and 
500,000 people, which is a fairly large 
minority. The second stage, which be
gan immediately, was a campaign of 
systematic destruction of the economic 
base of the community. Baha'i assets 
were arbitrarily seized, pensions were 
canceled and bank accounts confis
cated, private enterprises were looted 
or wrecked, farms and orchards were 
burned and thousands of Baha'is were 
discharged from public and private em
ployment. 

The third stage was the effort to ter
rorise the community. Urged on by ser
mons of the Shiah clergy and support
ed by so-called revolutionary guards, 
mobs destroyed Baha'i shrines and 
holy places, desecrated cemeteries and 
raped and beat members of the faith in 
scores of towns and villages. The 
media collaborated by giving wide pub
licity to hate propaganda against the 
Baha'is. This has been followed by the 
current attempt to cut the head off the 
Baha'i communit,', so to speak. The 
members of the National Baha'i As
sembly and many members of local as
semblies in major cities and towns have 
been arrested and held without legal 
process. Unsubstantiated charges have 
been widely published that the pris
oners were agents of imperialism, her
etics, apostates or Savak collaborators, 
that is, collaborators with the Shah's 
secret police. 

The fifth stage took place this past 
summer and fall in Europe when the 
campaign moved into its most ominous 
stage with the beginning of a series of 
farcical trials by local komitehs in 
which a dozen or more prominent Ba
ha'is have been sentenced to death on 
these same charges. It is apparent in 
the sixth phase that they wished to de
moralise the whole of the Baha'i com
munity. All those sentenced to death 
were offered their lives if they would 
take this step (recant their faith-ed). 
They have not done so. My colleague, 



the honourable member for Tangney 
(Mr. Shack), will indicate that many 
people have lost their lives in this bat
tle, although it was a one-sided battle. 

Why are (the Baha'is) such a threat 
to the regime of the Ayatollah Kho
meini? I think the reason is that they 
are such a liberal sect. Nothing they 
put forward could possibly be harmful 
to anybody except a fanatic. The prin
ciples of their religion are for openness 
of inquiry, equality of the sexes, in
dependent investigation of the truth 
and the use of science in advancing the 
human race. These are all liberal prin
ciples which I hope all of us in this 
House share. But these principles, of 
course, are a dire threat to a regime 
such as that of the Ayatollah. It is for 
that reason that these people are losing 
their lives. I ask the House to consider 
this motion and pass it unanimously in 
the hope that these poor beleaguered 
people will be assisted in world forums. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Hon. Ian Rob
inson)-Is the motion seconded? 

Mr. Shack-I second the motion and 
seek leave to speak later. 

Mr. Lionel Bowen (Kingsford
Smith)-I wish to make a few com
ments on behalf of the Opposition. I 
welcome the remarks made by the hon
ourable member for Mackellar (Mr. 
Carlton). This matter has been the sub
ject of debate in this Parliament. It was 
not raised by the honourable member 
for Mackellar, but was raised by his 
colleague, the honourable member for 
Diamond Valley (Mr. N.A. Brown), in 
the debate on the Human Rights Com
mission Bill last March. The honour
able member for Diamond Valley then 
referred to a notice of motion which 
has been brought on for debate today. 
In that context we welcome the Gov
ernment's refreshing approach to deal
ing with notices of motion. They are 
not often dealt with. It appears that we 
will have a chance to debate some of 
them. My colleagues in the Opposition 
also have given notice of motion that 
they are anxious to have discussed. We 
look forward to continued co-opera
tion in that respect. 

This matter is a very serious one for 
the reason that the honourable member 
for Mackellar mentioned. I am pleased 
to note that he has given, in support of 
his motion, a number of facts which 
clearly indicate that over the cen
turies-certainly over this century-the 

Baha'is have been subjected to dread
ful treatment by those who have been 
in charge in Iran. This motion men
tions the present regime in Iran, but the 
facts clearly indicate that for some time 
there has been persecution of Baha'is 
in Iran whether it be under the regime 
of the Shah or under the regime of 
some other controller of Iran. I note 
that the Senate has discussed this mat-

'There is no doubt that the Ba
ha'is have been persecuted by 
past regimes and by the present 
regime in Iran. It is important 
that the Australian Government 
speaks out and condemns that 
persecution. ' 

ter. I think Senator Puplick raised the 
matter on 25 March. The motion was 
passed and it was supported by my col
leagues in that august chamber. With 
the permission of my friends opposite I 
seek leave to incorporate in (these min
utes) a letter written by my Leader to 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Malcolm 
Fraser) on 5 August indicating that the 
Senate had passed the resolution in the 
following terms: 

That the Senate deplores the contin
ued persecution of religious minorities 
in Iran, particularly the large commu
nity of Bahd'{s, and urges that this 
total abuse of the right to religious 
tolerance be brought to the attention of 
the Human Rights Commission of the 
United Nations. 

Leave granted. 
The letter read as follows-
LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 

5 August 1981 
The Rt. Hon. Malcolm Fraser C.H., 
M.P., 
Prime Minister, 
Parliament House, 
Canberra, A.C. T. 2600. 
My dear Prime Minister, 

In the Senate on 26 March 1981 the 
following resolution was unanimously 
approved by the Senate: 

"That the Senate deplores the con
tinuing persecution of religious minori
ties in Iran, particularly the large com
munity of Bahd'{s, and urges that this 
total abuse of the right to religious 
tolerance be brought to the attention of 
the Human Rights Commission of the 

United Nations. " 
I would be grateful for your advice 

as to whether the Government has yet 
had the opportunity to bring the issue 
of the Bahd'{s to the attention of the 
Human Rights Commission of the 
United Nations. 

Yours sincerely, 
BILL HA YDEN, M.P. 

Mr. Lionel Bowen-I thank honour
able members. This letter shows that 
the Leader of the Opposition was anx
ious to co-operate in the case of that 
resolution. We are also anxious to in
dicate to the honourable member for 
Mackellar,that we have no objection to 
his motion. In the course of mention
ing support for the Senate's resolution, 
I note also that other people have had 
cause for concern about discrimination 
particularly religious discrimination in 
Iran. Reference has been made to the 
persecution of the Christians and the 
Jews who have had a pretty tough time 
in Iran. This indicates that we do have 
some problems in our society. Chris
tians and Jews could hardly be said to 
have had an easy time in Iran under the 
Ayatollah, but the group that has suf
fered the most has certainly been the 
Baha'is. I suppose one could say also 
that the Kurds are having a difficult 
time in Iran. We talk about human 
rights, religious freedoms and free
doms generally. At present we have 
difficulties in our own land. We have 
accepted refugees from Asia, Latin 
America, Cyprus and Lebanon. We 
now see the problems of Northern Ire
land being raised in the cities of Aus
tralia such as Sydney. We are seeing 
the problems of what is deemed to be 
religious discrimination and religious 
persecution. 

The Australian Labor Party deplores 
religious intolerance wherever it oc
curs. There is no doubt that the Baha'is 
have been persecuted by past regimes 
and by the present regime in Iran. It is 
important that the Australian Govern
ment speaks out and condemns that 
persecution. We have an obligation to 
speak out under the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights. It is a matter of 
considerable regret that in spite of 
many years' work by the United Na
tions Commission on Human Rights, 
an effective international convention 
directed at the practice of religious in
tolerance by governments is still not in 
force. I understand that the Human 
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Rights Commission has recently com
pleted a draft convention and submit
ted it to the Economic and Social 
Council of the United Nations for 
transmission to the United Nations 
General Assembly. 

I urge the Minister for Foreign Af
fairs (Mr. Street) to instruct the Aus
tralian delegation to the forthcoming 
meeting of the General Assembly to 
give the completion of work on this 
convention the highest priority and to 
lobby other governments to give the 
convention the highest priority. The 
Human Rights Commission is a very 
broadly based body with 40 member 
countries from all regional, religious 
and socio-economic groups. All the ar
guments which could or should be rea
sonably advanced with respect to the 
substance of a convention on religious 
intolerance have already emerged and 
been thoroughly debated. There is no 
reason for any further delay. 

It appears that the Baha'i minority 
in Iran is suffering from acute repres
sion as its members cannot enjoy nor
mal human rights and practise their re
ligion free from intimidation and op
pression. The honourable member for 
Mackellar and his colleagues have said 
previously that there have been execu
tions, confiscations and complete dis
crimination against this community 
which has nothing but good to offer its 
fellow citizens. So the Labor Party is 
concerned about the persecution of mi
norities, particularly of those such as 
the Baha'is. 

Others in same boat 

There are many other problems 
which we cannot canvass in this de
bate, but I have mentioned some in my 
opening remarks. This is a country 
which accepts many migrants. Mi
grants who have come to Australia 
have brought home to us the problems 
they have experienced in their own 
countries. There is no doubt that the 
Baha'is in Australia are anxious to 
have the Australian Government take 
some action. There are many others in 
the same boat and that is rather tragic. 

It is of some satisfaction that in the 
development of our democracy in Aus
tralia we have made progress in giving 
everybody the same rights. There are 
some difficulties and objections which 
are certainly valid in respect of our 
Aborigines and others. But it is impor-
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tant that matters such as this have a 
chance to be aired because people have 
come to Australia, perhaps not because 
they want to come here but to escape 
persecution. We cannot let that pass 
unnoticed. We wish to see a continu
ation of a responsible and humane atti
tude to our citizens and also to our in
ternational obligations. We cannot 
turn people away from Australia be
cause they are in fear of their lives. 
Certainly it is tragic to think that they 
could be in fear of their lives because 
of their religious beliefs. 

There are many hundreds of thou
sands of Baha'is in Iran. The Baha'is 
are a pacifist religious group emphasiz
ing unity and prohibiting involvement 
by their members in politics. The Ba
ha'is broke away from Islam in the 
mid-nineteenth century. It is clear that 
members of that faith have been perse
cuted in Moslem countries ever since. 
They have been in Australia for over 60 
years. There are Baha'i communities in 
every State and Territory of Australia. 
There have been threats against Iranian 
members of the Baha'i faith in Aus
tralia. Some members, apparently, fear 
for their safety and the safety of their 
families. That is to be deplored. It is in
tolerable in a democracy such as ours. 
There is absolutely no evidence to sug
gest that members of this faith have 
been other than hard-working citizens 
whose conduct is beyond reproach. 

I note that the previous Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, the honourable mem
ber for Kooyong (Mr. Peacock), re
ceived representations from members 
of the Baha'i faith and instructed his 
Department to call in the Iranian 
charge-d'affaires and protested to him 
about the persecution of the Baha'is in 
Iran. I commend him for so doing. I 
urge the current Minister for Foreign 
Affairs (Mr. Street) to consider whe
ther it is not time to take such further 
action. Apparently, under the present 
regime the Baha'is have been subjected 
to arbitrary arrest, job discrimination, 
and, as has been indicated, the desecra
tion of graves-in other words, to 
every form of persecution. Many peo
ple have been executed; I am told at 
least seven last September and many 
more in recent times. So, as I have in
dicated, the Opposition supports what 
the honourable member for Mackellar 
has said. 

We have obligations under the Uni-

versal Declaration of Human Rights. 
These include the International Coven
ant on Civil and Political Rights and it 
is significant that the signatories of this 
latter Covenant include the Iranian 
Government. Whilst we still do not 
have in force an international conven
tion against the practices of religious 
intolerance, there are steps which the 
Australian Government could take, 
within the framework of international 
law, and in accordance with its interna
tional responsibilities to assist the Ba
ha'is. We could, in particular, raise the 
serious violations to which I have re
ferred in the United Nations Commis
sion on Human Rights of which we are 
a member. I advert to the fact that Ar
ticle 27 of the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights states: 

In those states in which ethnic, re
ligious or linguistic minorities exist, 
persons belonging to such minorities 
shall not be denied the right, in com
munity with the other members of their 
group, to enjoy their own culture, to 
profess and practise their own religion 
or to use their own language. 

Quite clearly, on the evidence avail
able this provision of international law 
has been violated by the regime in Iran. 
Other articles including Article 18 of 
that Covenant have also clearly been 
breached. We therefore have a duty as 
well as a right to raise the matter in the 
Human Rights Commission and we 
should do so. 

Mr. Shack (Tangney)-Less than 24 
hours have passed since the Treasurer 
(Mr. Howard) brought down this 
year's Budget. Next week in this cham
ber we will be involved in the hurly
burly of debating the Budget, disputing 
with one another about its particular 
terms, criticising one another about the 
level of income redistribution, the size 
of the cake and how it is to be split up, 
whether we are taking too much from 
one sector or whether we are not giving 
enough to another sector. Against that 
background, I think it is extremely so
bering that we can join together as one 
chamber-the House of Representa
tives-in recognising the persecution of 
a religious minority in a foreign coun
try many thousands of miles from this 
place and in condemning the persecu
tion that is taking place in that society. 
Of course, we are talking about the 
persecution of the adherents of the Ba
ha'i faith in Iran. 



As my colleague, the honourable 
member for Mackellar (Mr. Carlton) 
has pointed out, there is a small Baha'i 
faith community in Australia. I was 
impressed with them when two repre
sentatives came to see me in my Perth 
electorate office soon after I was 
elected in 1977. They came to inform 
me of their religion in a very self-ef
facing, low-key way, and to leave me 
some booklets and pamphlets relating 
to their beliefs. I certainly found it a 
very humbling experience because they 
had not come to propagandise their 
faith but, in my presence, to genuinely 
pray for me and my efforts in this Par
liament. It was a very humbling experi
ence and it bears out the fact that they 
are a gentle and very tolerant people. It 
is an extremely pacifist religion. The 
Baha'is are concerned with unity and 
consensus. Indeed, those concerns lead 
them to prohibit themselves from any 
involvement in the day to day political 
process. Yet we know that for some 
time now in Iran they have been facing 
extreme persecution solely on the basis 
of that very pacifist religion. 

We have learned in this debate that 
the position of Baha'is in Iran has al
ways been bleak and if we cannot relate 
to the circumstances surrounding the 
foundation of that religion in the 19th 
century and the persecution that fol
lowed we can certainly relate to this 
century. My colleague has drawn atten
tion to the flare-ups in the 1930s when 
there was extreme persecution against 
adherents of the Baha'i faith. In my 
own lifetime, in 1955, the then Minister 
for the Interior for the Iranian Gov
ernment declared that the sect be ban
ned and all their centres be liquidated. 
As my colleague has pointed out, what 
followed was an orgy of senseless mur
der, rape, pillage and persecution of 
every variety. It was only because of 
extreme world pressure that the then 
Iranian Government gave formal reas
surances to the United Nations that the 
persecutions would be halted. It really 
has been a century of persecution with 
particularly nasty flare-ups. We are 
now seeing in the anarchial situation in 
Iran a heightening of that persecution. 
I have a quote from the Ayatollah Sa
doughi when he called on the faithful 
masses to hunt the Baha'is they knew 
from all administrations and to deliver 
them to the revolutionary court. 

What is extremely worrying about 

the present context is that it is not per
secution prosecuted by a few outrage
ous individuals; it is persecution which 
is orchestrated and organised from the 
top. My colleague from Mackellar did 
us a very great service when he outlined 
in a very clear form the six stages of 
this conspiracy to destroy the Baha'i 
faith, namely: To seize all their rec-

'What is extremely worrying 
about the present context is that 
it is not persecution prosecuted 
by a few outrageous individuals; 
it is persecution which is orches
trated and organised from the 
top.' 

ords; to destroy systematically the eco
nomic base of the adherents of the Ba
ha'i faith; to cut off the head of the Ba
ha'i community; to leave it leaderless 
and speechless; to move into a cam
paign of farcical detentions and trials; 
and, of course, organised murder and 
death. 

I am reluctant, against the back
ground of that experience, to portray 
in detail in this Parliament the par
ticular instances, but there are people 
well known in Australia-Mr. Parsa, 
Mr. Sobhani and Mr. Firuzi, Professor 
Hakim, Mr. Nafti and Mr. Deh
gani-who are no longer with us be
cause they have been subjected to the 
organised persecution campaign going 
on in Iran. I have a letter here which 
was published in the Australian Baha'[ 
Bulletin in July 1979. I shall read a 
couple of paragraphs from the letter 
which obviously has come out of Iran 
and which was written by an adherent 
of the Baha'i faith: 

About 2,000 men, women, children 
and youth have sought refuge in the 
mountains and deserts and live in tents. 
They have spent many cold and rainy 
days in the caves of the mountains. 
Many are injured with broken arms 
and legs. The small children have lost 
their ability to talk, having been 
frightened so much because of the inci
dents-

The incidents of persecution-
... These believers, without having 

any means of livelihood, pass their 
days with utmost difficulty-

In this modern world-
and are banished from place to place. 

This is only a glimpse into one in
cident. Every day, from every corner, 
there is another cry of grief The num
ber of Bahd'[s in prisons for one reason 
or another has increased to 200. Many 
have been discharged from their jobs. 
Many have lost their retirement allow
ances. The Ministry of Education has 
officially sent a circular that those Ba
hd'[s who do not deny their faith be im
mediately discharged. 

At present thousands of friends in 
Iran have lost everything, or have lost 
their jobs and are meeting their ex
penses by the sale of their belongings. 
And then there are those who are flee
ing from one place to another and in 
grave danger. This is only the begin
ning of the journey of love, and its end 
is not known. 

We can be very grateful this after
noon that the honourable member for 
Mackellar has raised the matter in this 
chamber. He, of course, referred to the 
fact that he first raised it last year and, 
as the Deputy Leader of the Opposi
tion (Mr. Bowen) has mentioned, it 
was raised by the honourable member 
for Diamond Valley (Mr. N.A. 
Brown). Former Senator Puplick also 
made quite an extensive speech on the 
matter in the Senate last March. The 
Senate passed a motion deploring the 
persecution of Baha'is in Iran and 
urged that the matter be brought to the 
attention of the Human Rights Com
mission of the United Nations. I am 
very pleased that since this matter has 
been brought to the attention of the 
Australian Government it has seen fit 
to express an opinion. 

The former Minister for Foreign Af
fairs-the honourable member for 
Kooyong (Mr. Peacock)-instructed 
his Department to call in the Iranian 
charge-d'affaires to voice the Aus
tralian Government's protest. This 
protest has been continued by the pres
ent Minister. There has been world
wide condemnation from Amnesty In
ternational. The Canadian House of 
Commons has passed a motion similar 
to the motion we are considering this 
afternoon. The United Nations has ex
pressed considerable concern about the 
situation as have many European 
countries. As I have said, a motion was 
passed in the Senate. 

An important point made by my col
league the honourable member for 
Mackellar was that the persecution 
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which was perpetrated in 1955 in Iran 
ceased because of the weight of world 
opinion and condemnation. We now 
have an opportunity to contribute to 
the world condemnation so that the sit
uation presently being perpetrated in 
Iran may again cease. I do not know 
whether, by passing this motion in the 
House of Representatives, we will save 
one Iranian life. I do not know whether 
we will preserve and protect the posi
tion of those presently under threat. 
But at least the passing of the motion 
in this House will draw the attention of 
the Iranian authorities to the Aus
tralian view that what is happening is 
objectionable. A free and independent 
democratic society like Australia has as 
one of its cornerstones a belief in the 
freedom of worship and religion. At 
least this motion will put forward our 
view that what is happening in that 
country is extremely objectionable and 
should cease forthwith. 

Mr. Barry Jones (Lalor)-As has 
been pointed out by the honourable 
member for Mackellar (Mr. Carlton), 
who moved this motion, the Baha'i 
faith originated in Persia, as it was 
then known, in the second half of the 
nineteenth century. The Baha'is trace 
their faith back to the Babi faith of the 
1840s, which sprang from the Shiite 
tradition of Islam to which the Aya
tollah Khomeini belongs. It is true that 
Persian history has been marked by 
horrific persecutions of religious dis
senters. I think it is important to make 
clear that those dissenters have not 
been confined to the Baha'is. No doubt 
the Baha'is deserve special treatment, 
but it also needs to be pointed out that 
the Jewish community of Iran, which 
dates back more than 2,000 years, has 
been virtually eliminated. The Zoroas
trians, who are followers of another 
important religion which began in 
Iran, have been subject to enormous 
persecution. The overwhelming bulk of 
the members of that faith have mi
grated over the years to India and Pak
istan. In India they are known as Par
sees. The Zoroastrian religion is a na
tive religion of Iran that has been sub
ject to the most acute persecution. The 
Baluchis and Azerbaijanis have also 
been persecuted. So have the Kurds 
and to some degree the Druses, the Ish
maelite Shiites. They suffer. They have 
committed the abominable crime of 
constituting a minority-not neces-
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sarily a dissenting vocal minority but 
simply a recognisable minority. The 
majority is disposed to express its pre
judice and its lack of understanding 
and humanity by visiting the most bar
barous treatment on these minorities. 

My only reservation about the mo
tion moved by the honourable member 
for Mackellar is that it appears to sug
gest that we express concern for only 
one minority group. I hope the entire 
House agrees-I see that the mover 
and the seconder of the motion indi
cate their agreements-that we should 
convey to the Government that the mo
tion ought to be read as though it ap
plies to other persecuted minorities as 
well as the Baha'is. In 1850, the Bab, 
Siyyid Ali MUQammad, founder of the 
Babi faith, as mentioned by the hon
ourable member for Mackellar, was ex
ecuted in Tabriz and about 20,000 
members of the Babi sect were killed in 
large scale persecutions over the next 
few years. When in 1863 Baha'u'llah 
proclaimed his new faith, the Baha'i, 
he was expelled from Persia into the 
Ottoman Empire and then confined to 
'Akka, which was then in Palestine and 
is now in the modern state of Israel. 
Baha'u'llah died in 1892 but by his 
death the Baha'i faith had spread from 
Burma through the Middle East to the 
Sudan. The Baha'i faith was further 
promoted by the founder's son and 
grandson and extended to small groups 
in North Africa, the United States and 
Australia. Later still the faith was 
taken up with some success throughout 
the continent of Africa and in a num
ber of Pacific islands. 

'Harassed, terrorized' 

As has been mentioned, the teaching 
of the Baha'is is universalist and syn
cretist. The Baha'is do not accept the 
description of syncretist although the 
Baha'i faith is the best example of a 
syncretist faith I can think of. In their 
services there is no priesthood and no 
sermons but they read from the writ
ings of other faiths. Shoghi Effendi, 
one of the leading spokesmen, des
cribed the faith in the following words: 

... proclaims the necessity and in
evitability of the unification of man
kind . .. enjoins upon its followers 
the primary duty of an unfettered 
search after truth, condemns all man
ner of prejudice and supersti
tion ... declares the purpose of reli-

gion to be the promotion of amity and 
concord . .. (and) proclaims its essen
tial harmony with science . .. main
tains the principle of equal 
rights . .. insists on compulsory edu
cation, (and) . .. eliminates extremes 
of poverty and wealth. 

The Baha'i community is organised 
on an elective basis, but not in Calvin's 
sense. The Baha'i community has 
made representations to the United Na
tions about the treatment of its mem
bers in Iran. The Baha'i International 
Community is a non-government or
ganisation in consultative status with 
the Economic and Social Council of 
the United Nations in New York. The 
community reported to the United Na
tions that their members have: 

... been harassed, dismissed from 
their jobs, denied back pay and pen
sions; they have been terrorised, indi
viduals and families beaten, and in 
some instances driven to the mosques 
and forced to recant their faith; and 
their homes, shops, and businesses 
have been looted, burnt down, or 
otherwise destroyed. Baha'{ homes 
have continually been invaded by arm
ed groups, and the family members 
subjected to long and harsh interro
gations. The Iranian Baha'{ commu
nity has had its holy places, centres, 
and businesses confiscated, even des
troyed and its cemeteries have been 
seized and desecrated. 

The national spiritual assembly of 
the Baha'is reported to the United Na
tions. It said: 

... they were denied civil rights, 
such as permission to register their Ba
ha'{ marriages, the privilege to hold 
Baha'{ religious endowments in the 
name of the Baha'{ community, and 
freedom to publish Baha'{ literature or 
establish Baha'{ schools (indeed, dur
ing the reign of MulJammad Reza 
Shah's father-

That is, the late Shah's father
more than 30 Baha'{ schools 

throughout the country were perma
nently closed). Many from the rank 
and file of the Baha 'is were denied jobs 
and sometimes even their rights to pen
sions because of their refusal to deny 
their faith. 

So the events of the last few 
years-the persecution under the Aya
tollah Khomeini-ought not to be 
thought of as peculiar. No doubt it has 
been heightened and it has become 



quantitatively and qualitatively worse. 
But it is a long tradition that goes back 
to the Pahlavi monarchy and the Quaja 
(Qajar-ed.) dynasty from the nine
teenth century that preceded it. I draw 
the attention of the House to a particu
lary distressing case referred to in the 
Medical Journal of Australia on 16 
May 1981. It referred to the murder of 
Dr. Manuchir Hakim in Iran, which 
was mentioned by the honourable 
member for Tangney (Mr. Shack). The 
article reads: 

Professor Hakim returned to Iran in 
1938 where he established the Chair of 
Anatomy at Teheran University. He 
was also a well known specialist in the 
field of gastroenterology and has serv
ed for 30 years as a director of the Ba
ha'i Hospital in Teheran. This char
itable hospital treated all, irrespective 
of their religious affiliations or natio
nality, and cared for the poor free of 
charge where necessary. 

His other great humanitarian work 
was as the founder of the Baha 'f Home 
for the Aged which accepted people of 
all religious and racial backgrounds. 
He was decorated by the French gov
ernment in 1976 with the Legion 
D'Honneur. 

He does not sound to me like a very 
dangerous terrorist. 

It continues: 

In the months before his assassina
tion, Professor Hakim received con
stant threats and anonymous telephone 
calls. During a short visit to Europe in 
1980 he was warned by friends not to 
return to Iran, but his high sense of 
duty made him return to serve people 
in need despite the knowledge of dan
ger to his own life. On January 12, 
1981, he was murdered by an unknown 
assassin who entered his office and 
shot him to death after his last patient 
had left his clinic. 

Professor Hakim was in no sense a 
political dissident and one is even more 
concerned at the loss to the world of 
this eminent humanitarian and gravely 
disturbed to learn that his property was 
confiscated by the Islamic Republic on 
January 14, two days after he was mur
dered, despite legal protests, and that 
his family is without the protection of 
Iranian law. 

The Federation of Protestant 
Churches in Switzerland, through its 
Human Rights Commission has de
clared its belief that the new consti-

tution of Iran should include protec
tion for all religious minorities so that 
Professor Hakim's family and fellow 
Bahd'is may enjoy religious freedom. 

Before I conclude I want to return 
for just a moment to the question of 
the Zoroastrians. A letter that ap
peared in the New York Times on 21 
January 1979 pointed out: 

'I do not know whether ... we 
will save one Iranian life ... . 
But at least the passing of the 
motion will draw the attention 
of the Iranian authorities to the 
Australian view that what is 
happening is objectionable.' 

Over the past millenium, most Zoro
astrians have fled to India, where they 
live in freedom and safety; these have 
come to be known as Parsis. The Parsis 
have distinguished themselves in com
merce, science and the arts (Zubin 
Mehta, conductor of the New York 
Philharmonic, will be well-known to 
your readers). But some 27,000 Zoro
astrians remain in Iran, mainly in 
Teheran and in the Yazd area. 

That is considerably less than the 
number of Baha'is. The twentieth cen
tury has been the most appalling era in 
terms of religious and tribal persecu
tion. The elimination of six million 
Jews in Europe in World War II stands 
out, but there are very many other hor
rific examples in other continents. The 
Ayatollah Khomeini presides over one 
of the most unattractive regimes in the 
world today with strong elements of 
obscurantism and cruelty. In the Iran
ian Bulletins, the news bulletins of the 
Committee for Defence of Political 
Prisoners in Iran, published by Index 
on Censorship in London in 1979 there 
is an introductory comment by the 
writer, Edward Mortimer, which says: 

... the future of human rights in 
Iran is far from being assured, and it is 
still possible that the revolution will in 
the end produce a new dictatorship no 
less savage than that of Mohammed 
Reza Pahlavi. It would not be ·the first 
revolution in the world to follow such a 
cycle. What would be wrong would be 
to attribute any such tendency to the 
Islamic or anti- Western character of 
the revolution and the regime that is 
emerging from it ... It is hardly sur-

prising if they suspect the good faith of 
criticisms of their new rulers emanating 
from the West in the name of freedom 
or human rights . .. Even those of us 
in the West who did speak out against 
the Pahlavi dictatorship in the days of 
its strength have to admit that we were 
quite unsuccessful in changing the poli
cies of our own governments towards 
it. 

I point out that the Baha'i faith has 
not emanated from the West. It is not 
something imposed historically. It is 
something that has arisen out of the 
Iranian tradition, out of Iranian his
tory. Thi~ persecution is a black mark 
against the record of the current Iran
ian Government. Why are we in the 
Australian Parliament raising the ques
tion of the Baha'is, people who are 
mistreated in a distant country? The 
reason, of course, is that we recognise 
our common interest-we are all part 
of the human race. Before I close I 
should mention that the honourable 
member for Hawker (Mr. Jacobi) was 
very anxious that I should indicate his 
very strong support for the motion. He 
has had many representations on this 
issue. The matter was raised-the hon
ourable member for Mackellar should 
be congratulated for doing so-be
cause of the common bond, member
ship in the human race. 

Mr. Jacobi-They opposed the hu
man rights standing committee in the 
Parliament. They opposed that when 
they had the chance. That is to be de
plored. 

Mr. Barry Jones-That is to be de
plored, but there will be a unanimous 
resolution here today. I close with the 
famous words of John Donne, the 
great metaphysical poet, which ex
presses the feeling we all have: 

No man is an island, entire of itself; 
every man is a piece of the continent, a 
part of the main; if a clod be washed 
away by the sea, Europe is the less, as 
well as if a promontory were, as well as 
if a manor of thy friends or of thine 
own were; any man's death diminishes 
me, because I am involved in mankind; 
and therefore never send to know for 
whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 
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United States 

1,100 at 22nd Green Lake Conference 

More than 1,100 people including 72 non-Baha'is attend
ed the 22nd annual Green Lake Baha'i Conference Septem
ber 18-20 at Green Lake, Wisconsin. 

The conference theme, "Emergence from Obscurity," 
was taken from the Riqvan 1981 message from the Univer
sal House of Justice. 

The gathering was blessed by the presence of the Hand of 
the Cause of God Dhikru'llah Khadem who spoke on three 
occasions. 

Other guest speakers included Continental Counsellor 
Angus Cowan and Auxiliary Board member Stephen Birk
land. 

About 200 young people participated in the children's 
program that featured classes for various age groups that 
were supervised by a faculty of 25 full-time teachers aug
mented by parents and other volunteers. 

The program for adults included nine optional "work
shop" sessions focusing on such aspects of the emerging Ba
ha'i community as single adult Baha'is, the individual 
believer and the developing Assembly, Baha'i scholarship, 
the "most challenging issue" (race relations), expanding 
public relations, merging the cultures of Persian and Am
erican believers, and Baha'i child education. 

Theme set to music 

Also included were pre-youth sessions and an introduc
tion to the Faith for non-Baha'is who attended. 

For the convenience of conference participants, each 
workshop was presented three times. 

The children's program was designed to meet the young
sters' spiritual, intellectual and social needs. Activities in
cluded prayer, study of the history of the Faith, singing, 
puppet shows, outdoor exploration, creative movement, 
and art projects. 

The conference theme was set to music and lyrics written 
and performed by Jerry Johnson of Shorewood, Wisconsin, 
who also coordinated other musical presentations at the 
conference, most of which consisted of original composi
tions by Baha'is. 

Mr. Khadem described the theme of this year's con
ference, "Emergence from Obscurity," as most appropriate 
in light of the present stage of recognition being reached in 
the non-Baha'i world as a result of publicity about the 
persecution of the friends in Iran. 

During an informal hour-long interview presented on 
stage at the conference, Mr. Khadem shared some of his 
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Above: An outdoor class taught by Dr. Khalil Khavari at 
the 22nd Green Lake Baha'[ Conference in September. 
Below: Children share crayons and paper during one of the 
many activities planned for them at the conference. 

personal experiences as a young man growing up in Iran, 
and told of his first meeting with the beloved Guardian, 
Shoghi Effendi, and the events that led up to it. 

Mr. Birkland shared a report from Iran detailing how Ba
ha'i school children also are suffering for their Faith and 
how they are demonstrating to everyone a maturity and 
steadfastness far beyond their years. 

A film, "Nine Baha'is Talk About Their Faith," was 
shown at the conference, and two audio-visual presenta
tions from the Holy Land, "Symbol of Emergence" and 
"Prayers and Emerging Treasure," were made. 



United States 

New television program makes its debut 

As a result of a Baha'i media con
ference held last winter in San Fernan
do, California, a group of media pro
fessionals has formed a Baha'i produc
tion company called "Light Years In
ternational. " 

Already, the company has developed 
its first project: a 26-part Baha'i tele
vision series, "The Spiritual Revolu
tion: Discovering the Baha'i Faith." 

Using a talk show format, the pro
gram features informal conversations 
with Baha'is who are educators, scien
tists, entertainers or in some other in
teresting or provocative field of en
deavor. 

Each program is centered around the 
theme of unity: unity of the family, of 

Artist manager Marcia Day and mu
sician Danny Deardorff discuss Dan
ny's spiritual victory over his physical 

science and religion, of men and wo
men, of nations, races, and the indi
vidual. 

Production of the series is being fi
nanced in part by the U.S. National 
Spiritual Assembly, but local broad
casting, in cases where it cannot be ob
tained free, must be paid for by the re
spective communities. 

In Los Angeles, California, "The 
Spiritual Revolution" made its debut 
July 19 on a UHF television station 
and is seen each Sunday morning at II. 

So far, according to the program's 
producers, the public response has 
been quite encouraging: the show is at
tracting more and more steady viewers, 
who find themselves attracted to the 

disability on one segment of the new 
26- week Bahd'{ television series, 'The 
Spiritual Revolution. ' 

Faith and finally are compelled to seek 
out the Baha'is and become a part of 
the "spiritual revolution" themselves. 

L YI is presently working on a system 
of tape duplication that would make 
individual videotape copies of the pro
gram available at a reasonable cost to 
local communities and media commit
tees for broadcasting and use at fire
sides. 

'Soap operas' planned 

Plans also are under way for other 
media teaching projects including a 
new Spanish-language television series, 
"Crece Con Nosotros" (Grow with 
Us), featuring Baha'is from a variety 
of Spanish-speaking countries, to be 
distributed in the U.S. and Latin Am
erica. 

Also being developed is a series of 
Spanish-language Baha'i "soap 
operas" to be directed by Counsellor 
Raul Pav6n of Ecuador. This kind of 
program is even more popular in Latin 
America than it is in the U.S., playing 
to prime time audiences. 

L YI also reports the possibility of 
having a completely equipped televi
sion studio built at its headquarters in 
San Fernando, at no cost to the Faith, 
through an alliance with a major cable 
TV network. 

Those who are interested in obtain
ing more information about "The 
Spiritual Revolution," "Crece Con 
Nosotros," or Light Years Interna
tional, may write to the firm at 216 
Chatsworth Drive, San Fernando, CA 
91340. 
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The world 

Belize campaign sees 160-plus declare 

Two Local Spiritual Assemblies were 
formed and more than 160 people de
clared their belief in Baha'u'llah dur
ing a teaching campaign last August in 
Belize that involved 11 traveling 
teachers from the United States. 

The project, planned by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Belize and the 
U.S. International Goals Committee, 
began with a day-long orientation in 
Belmopan, the country's capital city. 

Following a one-day teaching effort 
there, groups of traveling teachers, 
pioneers and native believers left for 

Kiribati 

This new Baha'i Center on Christmas 
Island, Kiribati, was built last summer 
through the efforts of a pioneer from 

A new Baha'i Center has been built 
on Christmas Island, Kiribati (former
ly the Gilbert Islands) through the ef
forts of Peter King, a pioneer to Tar
awa, Kiribati, and the Baha'is on 
Christmas Island. 

Mr. King spent two months last sum-
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teaching work in three areas of the 
country. 

In the Spanish-speaking district of 
Orange Walk, a public meeting was 
held in the town square that featured a 
slide presentation. Several firesides 
were held, and a Local Spiritual As
sembly was formed. 

Deepenings were conducted in Dan
griga Town for the large number of be
lievers who enrolled last year. A second 
group of teachers enrolled 66 people in 
this Stann Creek district. 

Tarawa, Kiribati, and local believers 
on Christmas Island. 

mer working with two believers on 
Christmas Island to erect the Center. 
After his return to Tarawa, the Baha'is 
of Christmas Island began work on the 
remaining tasks, finishing the floors 
and ceiling and painting the building. 

The third group was assigned to To
ledo, the southernmost district of 
Belize, where a Local Assembly was 
formed and more than 40 people were 
enrolled in the Faith. 

The 10-day teaching projects in each 
of these districts were followed by a 
National Teaching Conference August 
16 in Belize City. 

For many participants, the campaign 
marked their first experience in direct 
teaching and consolidation in a foreign 
country. 

Botswana 
The Hand of the Cause of God John 

Robarts was interviewed in April on 
Radio Botswana, and an unsolicited 
article about him was published in the 
Botswana Daily News during a visit to 
that African country by Mr. Robarts 
and his wife, Audrey, April 8-18. 

The Hand of the Cause visited the 
Baha'is in the capital city of Gaborone 
on three occasions. The Robarts' visit 
to the villages of Francistown, Palapye 
and Mahalapye (small places that sel
dom have visitors) brought special joy 
to the villagers. 

In Lobatse, the Robarts met friends 
from their years as pioneers to Africa 
in the 1950s. 

Philippines 

One hundred twenty-three youth from 
32 localities in the Philippines attended 
a national Baha'i youth conference 
May 30-31 in Baguio City. 

In a message to the Universal House 
of Justice, conference participants 
pledged to "exemplify true Baha'i life, 
vigorously assist in strengthening com
munities ... support all NSA plans 
and actively participate in Interna
tional Conferences." 



Finland 

Shown here are Baha'{s and their 
guests at the national Baha'{ Summer 
School in Oulu, Finland. Participants 

United Kingdom 

The Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'l-Baba Rul].iyyih Khanum ad
dressed an audience of about 45 people 
during a recent visit to Stornoway, Isle 
of Lewis, in the Outer Hebrides north
west of Scotland. Many people re
mained after the program for an in
fonnal discussion of the Faith. 

Amatu'l-Baba Rul].iyyih Kbanum's 
stop at Stornoway was a part of her 
travels through the islands to the north 
and west of Scotland. 

Local and national press and radio 
have been generous during the past 
year in reporting Baha'i activities in
cluding the visit by the Hand of the 
Cause. 

A photo feature on her visit was 
published in the Stornoway Gazette. 

In addition, a three-minute news 
report of the visit, prepared by a close 
friend of the Faith, was broadcast in 
the Gaelic language by Radio Scotland. 

Representatives of the Baha'i com
munity of Glasgow, Scotland, partici
pated June 10-11 in a "Sharing of 
Faiths" program held at the Glasgow 
City Hall and opened by the Lord Pro
vost of Glasgow. 

The Baba'is were joined by Jews, 
Christians, Hindus, Muslims and 
Sikhs. The purpose of the annual pro
gram is to help people learn about as
pects of one another's faiths through 
slides, tapes, traditional songs and 
dances, and questions. 

at this northernmost Baha'{ school in
cluded a team of international travel
ing teachers who carried out teaching 

Bolivia 

This group of believers helped staff a 
Bahd'{ book display in downtown La 
Paz, Bolivia, that was visited in July by 
thousands of residents of La Paz dur
ing a week-long book fair. Ehsanollah 

Thousands of residents of La Paz, 
Bolivia, visited a Baba'i literature dis
play last July that was part of a week
long book fair in that city. 

The book display, sponsored by the 
Baba'i community of La Paz, coin
cided with the appearance of a fulJ
page article about the persecution of 
Baha'is in Iran that appeared in EI 
Diario, one of Bolivia's major news
papers. 

work in Lapland following the Nordic 
Midsummer Baha'{ Camp in Tervola, 
Finland. 

Rezvani, chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Bolivia, is sec
ond from left. The Bahd'{ literature 
display was visited by Raul Salmon 
(fifth from left), the mayor of La Paz. 

Many people who said they had read 
the newspaper article asked for Baha'i 
literature and more information about 
the Faith. Several thousand pamphlets 
were distributed during the week, and 
many books were sold. 

Among the visitors to the Baha'i dis
play was Raul Salm6n, the mayor of 
La Paz, who promised to read several 
Baha'i books he was given. 
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Mauritius 

Shidan Fat'he-Azam, a member of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors for 
Africa (at left with hand raised), ad
dresses Baha'is in Port Louis, Mau
ritius, June 21 during his five-day visit 
to that country. Auxiliary Board mem
ber S. Mooten (left) is translating. The 
National Spiritual Assembly met sep
arately with Counsellor Fat'he-Azam 
during the visit that came while the 
Counsellor was en route to a meeting 
of the Counsellors for Africa in Nai
robi, Kenya. 

Guatemala 
Continental Counsellors for the 

Americas Hidayatu'llcih Al}madiyyih, 
Carmen de Burafato and Artemus 
Lamb conducted a conference last July 
4-6 in Guatemala City, Guatemala, for 
members of the Auxiliary Board in 
Central America. 

Nineteen Board members from 
Belize, Costa Rica, the Dominican Re
public, El Salvador, Guatemala, Hon
duras, Mexico, Nicaragua and Puerto 
Rico participated in the three-day 
meeting. 

Topics for discussion included the 

Korea 

role, functions and obligations of Aux
iliary Board members, their relation
ship with Local Spiritual Assemblies, 
and the training and guidance of assis
tants to the Auxiliary Board. 

Following the gathering, five Auxil
iary Board members remained in Gua
temala to help in the teaching work. 
With the guidance of various Local 
Spiritual Assemblies, the Board mem
bers held public meetings, spoke on lo
cal radio programs, and were inter
viewed by newspaper reporters. They 
also conducted children's classes and 

This group of children participated in the national Baha'{ Summer School in 
children's classes July 30-August 3 at Pusan, Korea. 
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deepenings. 

Auxiliary Board member Alfonso 
Escobedo of Mexico later reported that 
the Spiritual Assembly in the commu
nity that he visited had his activities so 
well organized that he was kept happily 
busy from 9 a.m. to at least 10 p.m. 
each night. 

At the end of the week, four Auxil
iary Board members who remained in 
Guatemala participated in a National 
Teaching Conference in the capital 
city. 

Fiji 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

the Fiji Islands has approved the plans 
of its Family Life Committee to begin 
publishing a magazine entitled Happy 
Families that is to be circulated to all 
Local Spiritual Assemblies and other 
communities that hold children's 
events in that country, as well as to 
other National Spiritual Assemblies in 
the Pacific Islands. 

Each issue will be designed for use 
over a long period of time and will in
clude music, prayers, stories and color
ing pages for children's classes. 

The magazine also will include a 
"forum" section for family problems, 
a women's page, and games. 

Happy Families will be produced 
first in basic English with Fijian and 
Hindi translations available on re
quest. 



Hawaii 

More than 150 people, most of 
whom were non-Baha'is from Laos, at
tended an observance May 23 of 'Laos 
Day' in Hawaii that was sponsored by 
the Spiritual Assembly of Honolulu 
and held at that city's Baha'i Center. 

The program, planned by Laotian 
believers in Honolulu, featured a va
riety of Laotian entertainment. It was 
preceded by a Laotian-style dinner. 

Movies and slides of Laos were 
shown, and a variety of Laotian folk 
dances were performed. 

Bangladesh 
The Faith was proclaimed among 

academic and government officials in 
Bangladesh during a two-week visit last 
August by Dr. Alfred K. Neumann, a 
Baha'i from the United States who is a 
member of the International Goals 
Committee in that country and a con
sultant to the United Nations Develop
ment Program. 

Dr. Neumann spoke at a public 
meeting at the national l:ia~ratu'l
Quds in Dacca to which a number of 
dignitaries was invited. 

Dr. Neumann, who is on the faculty 
at the University of California at Los 
Angeles' School of Public Health, con
tacted prominent citizens of Bangla
desh including a professor of commu
nity medicine at Mymensingh Medical 
College, a representative of the coun
try's ministry of health and population 
control, and a representative of a phar
maceutical company. 

Baha'i literature was given to each of 
these officials. 

Governor George R. Ariyoshi of Ha
waii signs a document proclaiming 
September 20, 1981, World Peace Day 
in Hawaii as Oscar Fennell and Char
lotte Pelle, members of the Baha'{ 

Peru 
A teaching project among the Ay

mara Indians in Peru's Huancane pro
vince, on the north side of Lake Titi
caca, resulted in the formation last 
RiQvan of three new Local Spiritual 
Assemblies, the first among the Ay-

Zimbabwe 

Members of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Zimbabwe, elected at that 
country's 12th Baha'{ National Con
vention, are (left to right) Iran Sohai/i; 
Farhad Aghdasi; Helen A. Hope, sec-

community of Honolulu, look on. The 
governor praised the Baha'{s for their 
work on behalf of world peace. World 
Peace Day was observed by the 28 
Baha'{ communities in Hawaii. 

maras of that area. 

A teaching team spent several weeks 
in this previously unopened area using 
for transportation a jeep loaned by the 
Continental Board of Counsellors. 

retary; Amos Zauyamakando, chair
man; John Sargent; Doreen Mpofu; 
Nuri Beheshty, treasurer; Leonard 
Chiposi, vice-chairman; Denny Allen. 
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Have you always 
wanted to know more about 

the companions of Bahli'u'lllih? 

Stories from The Delight of Hearts: The Memoirs 
of !Jajl Mirza !Jaydar-/Ali tells the fascinating story 

. of one who braved many persecutions 
and attained the presence of the Blessed Beauty. 

Translated and abridged by the 
Hand of the Cause of God A. Q. Faizi. 
Catalog_ No. 331-098-10 Cloth $9.00 





SITUATION FRIENDS IRAN STEADILY DETERIORATING. ALTHOUGH REVOLU
TIONARY COURT YAZD ORDERED RELEASE FOUR OF THOSE DETAINED PRESSURES 
IN DIFFERENT FORMS ARE MOUNTING IN YAZD AND OTHER PARTS COUNTRY. 
BAHA'I WORKERS BEING INCREASINGLY EXPELLED FROM FACTORIES, BAHA'I 
SHOPKEEPERS IN ONE PROVINCE ORDERED CLOSE DOWN FOLLOWING WITH
DRAW AL BUSINESS LICENCES, SCHOOL AUTHORITIES SCRUTINISING RELIGION 
STUDENTS PRIOR TO REGISTRATION RESULTING IN REFUSAL REGISTER BAHA'I 
STUDENTS IN ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS. DECREE ANNOUNCED BY 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION PUBLISHED IN KA YHAN DAILY NUMBER 11397 DATED 9 
MEHR 1360 (SEPTEMBER 30, 1981) LISTS CRIMES WHICH BAR PROFESSORS AND STU
DENTS FROM BEING EMPLOYED OR REGISTERED AT UNIVERSITIES. AMONG CRIMES 
LISTED IS WHAT TEXT OF DECREE DESCRIBES AS MEMBERSHIP IN SECT WHICH IS 
RECOGNIZED BY MOSLEMS AS THE MISLED AND HERETICAL SECT. THIS IS OBVIOUS 
REFERENCE TO MEMBERSHIP IN BAHA'I COMMUNITY. BAHA'I CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH EXEMPLIFYING HIGH SPIRIT HEROISM STEADFASTNESS PREFERRING 
DEPRIVATION FROM SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY EDUCATION TO RECANTATION 
FAITH. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
OCTOBER 16, 1981 

Corrections: On Pages 3 and 6 of the September 1981 issue of Baha'i News, Mrs. Rose Perkal 
Gates should be identified as Mrs. Rose Perkal Yarno, which was her name at that time. And on Page 
10 of the November 1981 issue, Lowell Johnson and Michael Walker are identified in a photo caption 
as chairman and secretary, respectively, of the National Spiritual Assembly of South Africa. Ac
tually, they were the chairman and secretary of the annual Convention in that co'!ntry. Mr. Johnson 
is presently the secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly whose chairman is MIchael Sears. We re
gret the errors. 
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Iran 

Letters from the martyrs 

Excerpts from the will and testa
ment, and last letters, of Mr. Mihdi 
Anvarf of Shfraz while he fasted in 
prison, prior to his execution on March 
17, 1981: 

... The value and personality of an 
individual are related to his patience 
and steadfastness in times of adversi
ties. Two men were looking out 
through the bars of their prison. One 
looked heavenward and exclaimed, 
"What a bright sky! What glittering 
stars!" The other, gazing down to the 
earth, remarked, "What a dusty 
mess. " 

If one attains to the recognition of 
truth, he will never be tormented with 
worries ... 

During our imprisonment, except 
for brief periods when we were obliged 
to rest, we have filled our hours with 
prayers. No moment is passed without 
our being occupied in the remembrance 
of God. Outwardly, people may con
clude that we are indifferent or stoical, 
but our hearts are out of our control. 
Through our devotions we have en
deavored to prepare our hearts to serve 
as a seat of the divine-I do not know 
if we are worthy to have our hearts be
come the recipients of His mercy; how
ever, we desire His bounties and fa
vors ... 

The means which change this fire (of 
tribulation) into a rose garden are the 
rains of reliance on God and the sweet 
breezes of devotion. "He doeth what 
He willeth ... " The fire of love can
not be quenched by water nor extin
guished by a breeze . . . 

These excerpts from the last letters 
of some of the recent martyrs in Iran, 
written from prison within the hour of 
their execution, were forwarded on be
half of the Universal House of Justice 
by the Department of the Secretariat at 
the Baha'i World Centre. 

Our hands are empty but our aspira
tions and resolve are high. When the 
test comes the resolve of people will be 
proven and their reliance will be mani
fested ... 

I ardently pray that my deeds be ac
cepted at the Threshold of God. I have 
nothing to offer but sins, however. 
Mine was a humble life and I surrender 
it for the good of humanity. 

May God grant us the favor of at
taining His good pleasure! 

••••• 
Excerpt from a letter by Auxiliary 

Board member Yadu'llah ValJdat of 
Shiraz, written from prison before his 
execution on April 30, 1981. 

o God, Thou art aware that I have 
no other wish than to attain a good 
end. 0 God, grant that we may win 
Thy good pleasure. 

With a sincere heart I seek the good 
pleasure of God and am prepared for 
martyrdom. I am free of worry and I 
consider martyrdom a source of honor 
for myself and my children. I beseech 
Thee, 0 God, by the sacred blood of 
the Bab, the Exalted One, to cause us 
to attain a good ending. I supplicate 
God to grant me such a degree of faith 
and power as not to cause my footsteps 
to falter in the face of tribulations, 
even of martyrdom, and make me fail 
to attain the glorious end, that greatest 
honor. 

I call to mind the poem: 
The fire of love is alive 
even when Death arrives; 
It is a lamp carried from 
this house to the other! 
I have prayed tens of times that God 

may grant me to drink of the wine of 
martyrdom and that my sacrifice may 
result in other friends' release and re
turn to the warmth and comfort of 
their homes and families. 

Yesterday I wrote to my children 
urging them to pray for me that I might 
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be enabled to partake of the grace of 
God and offer my blood in His path. 

With great patience and forbear
ance, with utmost faith, I express my 
allegiance to Baha'u'llah, the Founder 
of the Baha'i Faith; to the Bab, His 
unique Forerunner; to 'Abdul-Baha, 
the Mystery of God, Exemplar and In
terpreter of His Teachings; to Shoghi 

A view of the memorial service held in 
September 1980 at the Baha'f House of 
Worship in Wilmette, Illinois, for the 
seven martyrs of Yazd and other Ba
ha'f martyrs in Iran. 

Effendi, the Guardian of God's Cause; 
to the Universal House of Justice, the 
infallible institution which today 
guides the destiny of the Faith; and to 
all Baha'i institutions. 

I ask my children to hold, with great 
love and firmness, memorial meetings 
for me, and to show to all, but es
pecially the families of my fellow
prisoners, a spirit of steadfastness and 
forbearance. 

••••• 
Last letter of Mr. Sattar Khushkhzi 

of Shfraz, written from prison before 
his execution on April 30, 1981. 

... Have no doubt about my cour
age and spiritual fortitude. I have pass
ed the days of my life with honor, en
gaged in worthy efforts. I have tried al
ways to be of help to the weak. Now I 
do not wish people to have pity for me. 
I only beg prayers from my relatives 
and friends-as I repeatedly begged 
when they visited me in prison-that I 
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shall have a good end. 
Even in the presence of the religious 

judge I never uttered a word indicating 
my weakness. Although I faced the 
cruelest insults and gravest charges our 
imprisonment has not been for our per
sonal deeds. Perhaps it is for the good 
of the Cause of God that at this point 
in time a few should be imprisoned and 

some even attain to the high rank of 
martyrs, for the liberation of the Ba
ha'i community from the claws of the 
enemies requires sacrifice on the part 
of a few of the followers of Baha
'u'llah. Therefore, should it be decreed 
that this humble creature be as a mere 
point in the great circle of the Cause it 
would be the greatest honor for him 
and his family. I am not sad, therefore, 
but happy and proud. Even if it should 
be decreed that I be released from this 
prison I rejoice that in my captivity I 
have become a new creation. It would 
then be my hope to serve the Cause 
with greater devotion and find another 
outlet through which I might sacrifice. 
I believe in the decrees of God and 
know that no leaf stirs but through His 
will. 

In this "palace" that my fellow Ba
ha'is and I now occupy, I am not sad; 
rather, I am happier than ever before 
in all the years of my life. My family 
should know that we have been granted 
an honor; the world and all its wealth 
cannot bestow an equivalent joy. It is 
but the grace of God that one as weak 
and unworthy as I should have been 
granted such an unending honor, the 

_______________ ----L-_______ _ 

gift of spiritual and eternal life. 
I ask that you remember me during 

your devotions so that I may be en
abled to remain steadfast to my last 
breath and fulfil the vows I have made 
to my Beloved. In this way I can be a 
source of pride to my family. 

••••• 
Last letter of Mr. Suhrab (Muham

mad-Baqir) /fablbl of Hamadan, "writ
ten from prison before his execution on 
June 14, 1981. 

My dear and affectionate Parvin, my 
dear children, apples of my eye, 

It is five minutes to 11 p.m. on 
23/3/1360 (June 13, 1981). We have 
been summoned by the revolutionary 
court and called to the field of mar
tyrdom. My wish is that you may share 
the tranquillity of conscience and con
fidence of heart that I feel in these last 
moments before my physical separa
tion from you. It is stated in our Sacred 
Writings that we Baha'is should always 
observe calmness, dignity and modera
tion. 

At this hour I express my recognition 
of the station of the Exalted Lord (the 
Bab) and of the Ancient Beauty as 
Manifestations of God; of 'Abdul
Baha as the Centre of God's Covenant; 
of the Guardian of the Cause of God as 
the interpreter of the Teachings; and of 
the station of the Universal House of 
Justice. 

Farewell, farewell to all of you. I 
wish you all success. 

You, dear Ilham, and Ru'ya, are 
very fortunate girls to have a mother 
like mama who is not only your mother 
but your friend and confidant. I have 
not much to tell you now. All that I 
might wish to tell you is already re
corded in the Sacred Words of God. 
Remember me in your devotions; I 
shall feel close to you in spirit. Always 
try to serve under the Baha'i adminis
tration. 

'Happiness and success' 

My dear Parvin, take good care of 
the children. My children, take good 
care of mama. May your father be sac
rificed for you. I hope that you will not 
cry and mourn for this is against the 
wish of God. 

Before I finish, I remind you again 
that whenever you feel moved to con
verse with me, read the Words of God. 
Whatever is in the true essence of my 
heart is recorded in the Books and Tab-



lets. 
My dear wife Parvin, I wish you 

happiness and success during your life. 
The will of God is that we should be 
physically separated, but spiritually we 
are always together. Do not grieve and 
have no sorrow because of what has 
happened to me. Be steadfast like a 
high mountain. My dearest children, 
Ilham and Ru'ya, will be under your 
care. 

Ask forgiveness from all my friends 
and family. 

Your affectionate husband, 
Suhnlb 

••••• 
The last letter of Mr. Hiddyatu'lldh 

Dihqdni of Shirdz while he fasted in 
prison, before his execution on March 
17, 1981: 

... 1 thank God that I am able to 
sacrifice my life for my religion and 
have committed no crime. I counsel all 
my children and relatives to be patient 
and forbearing before the will of God 
as I, myself, bow my head before His 
wish and good pleasure. 

I again yield thanks that I am not be
ing killed because of any crime or 
transgression that would bring shame 
to my family. I have, in fact, attained 
an honor that I never imagined I would 
deserve to attain. It is a great bounty to 
be numbered among the twenty-five 
thousand who have drunk from the 
cup of martyrdom. I beg God, the Al
mighty, to forgive any sins I may have 
committed in this world and to grant 
me His mercy. 

'We are most content' 
At this moment I sit beside Mr. 

Mihdi Anvari. I do not know how 
many hours remain for us. May God 
assist you and the dear friends all over 
the world. Be proud; be happy! 

I leave you under the protection of 
God . . . Believe me, I am not dis
turbed or sad but overwhelmed with in
expressible emotions ... 

••••• 
Last letter of Mr. Tardzu'lldh Khu-

zayn of Hamaddn, written from prison 
before his execution on June 14, 1981. 

My dear Shamsi; my loving Mother 
and Brother, 

It is now II p.m. We have been trans
ferred from the prison to the court 
premises. They are about to execute all 
seven of us. Praised be to God, we are 
in the utmost submission to His will 
and are most content! God willing, we 

shall have a good ending. I hereby bid 
farewell to you dear ones and to other 
members of the family. 

I have finished the two tapestries.· 
On these I have woven my name, the 
prison of Hamadan and the date, 138 
Baha'i Era. They are among my per
sonal effects. Please take them from 
the prison. 

'I hope that our insignificant 
blood will water the blessed tree 
of the Cause of God, that the 
Faith will soon gain its in
dependence 0 0 0 and that future 
generations will be able to serve 
the Cause with the greatest com
forto' 

I have previously written my will and 
testament. Please follow what is writ
ten in it. 

I am grateful to the believers for the 
trouble they have taken on my behalf 
and beg forgiveness from them all. 
Kindly express my thanks to all who 
have come to visit us in prison. 

I beseech your prayers. I hope that 
our insignificant blood will water the 
blessed tree of the Cause of God, that 
the Faith will soon gain its indepen
dence and the Baha'is of Iran their 
freedom, and that future generations 
will be able to serve the Cause with the 
greatest comfort. 

I had started this evening to make a 
bracelet for my dear Fariba and in
tended to weave her initials, F.M., into 
the design. Unfortunately I had no 
time to finish it; it was left behind 
when we were transferred here. I wish I 
had time to weave bracelets for Fariba 
and Anita, but this was not to be. Tell 
Turan Kbanum to kiss my brother, 
Qudrat, for me. The money entrusted 
to Tunin Kbanum by Mr. Nusratu'llah 
may be spent in my memorial'meetings 
in Tihnin and Hamadan. 

Yours devotedly, 
Tarazu%ih Khuzayn 

(olt should be noted that during their year-long im
prisonment the Baha'i prisoners in Hamadan occupied 
themselves by weaving t:~e,:t.r~s,) 

Last letter of Mr. Suhayl MulJam
mad-Bdqir lfabibi of Hamaddn, writ
tenfrom prison before his execution on 
June 14, 1981. He opens with Baha'i 

prayers. 

He is God! 
o my God! May my life be sacrificed 

for Thy lovers! Make the blood of this 
despondent one to be shed in the way 
of those who are Thy friends and cause 
this withered body to become dust on 
the path trodden by Thy loved ones, 0 
Thou Who art my God! 

('Abdul-Baba) 
o God, my God! I testify to Thy 

oneness and Thy singleness. I beg of 
Thee, 0 Thou Possessor of Names and 
Fashioner of the Heavens, by the influ
ence of Thine exalted Word and the 
potency of Thy Supreme Pen, to aid 
me with the standards of Thy power 
and might, and to protect me from the 
mischief of Thine enemies who have 
broken Thy covenant and Testament. 

(Baba'u'llah) 
I bear witness, 0 my God, that Thou 

has created me to know Thee and to 
worship Thee. I testify, at this mo
ment, to my powerlessness and to Thy 
might, to my poverty and to Thy 
wealth. 

There is none other God but Thee, 
the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. 

(Baba'u'llah) 
• 

o my relatives! Place your trust in 
God. Fix your gaze at all times on His 
bestowals. This is my last exhortation 
to you. I have reached the fulfilment of 
my wish. 

11:00 p.m. 
Sunday 23.3.60 

before my martyrdom, 
MUQammad-Baqir l:Iabibi 

••••• 
Last letter of Mr. lfusayn Mu(laq 

Ardni of Hamadan, written from pris
on before his execution on June 14, 
1981. 
My dear Bahirih, Payam and Parisa, 
and my beautiful Nazi, 

There is an end to every life. How 
wonderful it is when the end is accom
panied by honour, truth and faith! In 
my last moments of life I beseech the 
Blessed Beauty to grant you hearts full 
of faith, love and kindness toward all 
people. I rejoice that my life has had a 
happy ending. 

My love to all my relatives. Convey 
my sincere love, with great humility, to 
all, especially my Aunt and her family, 
and to the Grandfather. 

Bahirih, my dear wife, my only re-

Baha'i News/January 1982 3 



gret is that you alone, after my depar
ture, will carry the heavy burden in 
life. 

I pray even for those who have judg
ed and wronged me. I hope that the 
truth of my case will be clarified to all 
people. 

My dear Parisa, it is your birthday 
and I have prayed for you. In fact, I 
pray for all. Tonight I have had the 
most glorious prayers of my life. 

I bid farewell to my brothers and sis
ters, and to my mother from whom I 
seek forgiveness. With my kisses. 

Thank you for your love and kind-
ness. 

l;Iusayn Mutlaq Arani 
10:45 p.m. 23.3.60 

••••• 
Last letter of Dr. Mast/) Farhangt of 

Tihrtin, a member of the Continental 
Board of Counsellors for Asia, written 
from prison before his execution on 
June 24, 1981. 
My dear Wife, . 

At this last moment of my transitory 
life, when I am on my way to the realm 
of eternity, I bid you farewell. I beg 
you to accept, with great patience and 
forbearance, what God has willed. Be 
thankful; be patient! 

During our forty-four years together 
I have felt nothing but tranquillity and 
comfort. I had no wish except com
panionship with you. I hope you are 
pleased with me and will not deny me 
your loving prayers. "I have come 
from God and to God do I return." 

The beginning and the end of all is in 
the Hand of Providence; faith in God 
is a balm to the hearts and a cause of 
tranquillity of the souls and of our be
ings. 

I am greatly relieved at this moment, 
content and pleased. I yield my thanks 
to God that He has vouchsafed to me 
this final overwhelming blessing. Prais
ed be God, the Lord of all the worlds! 
If my hands are empty of the treasures 
of the world, they have always been 
raised in prayers and thanksgiving to 
Him. And so, at this moment, my 
hands are raised in gratitude to my 
Lord. 

I sent my watch through one of the 
guards to Ward No.2. They are sup
posed to give it to you with other of my 
belongings. I have less than 400 .tum~ns 
in cash in my pocket. Our weddmg nng 
and the Greatest Name were also given 
to the guards in order to be kept in the 
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family. 
Give my earnest greetings to all my 

dear ones. I am pleased with all of 
them. In the realm above I shall beg for 
all of you welfare and happiness. 
Friends and relatives are in my prayers 
at this moment. I think of them, one 
and all, and see them in my mind's eye. 
Console Tahirih Khanum and my other 

'I am greatly relieved at this mo
ment, content and pleased. 1 
yield my thanks to God that He 
has vouchsafed to me this final 
overwhelming blessing .... 
And so, at this moment, my 
hands are raised in gratitude to 
my Lord.' 

sisters. If possible, have prayers said at 
the graveside of my parents. God be 
with you. 

Yours affectionately, 
Masi!} Farhangi 

••••• 
Last will and testament of Mr. Far

hang Mavaddat of Tihrtin, written in 
Evin prison before his execution on 
June 23, 1981. 

This is the will and testament of me, 
Farhang Mavaddat, written in Evin 
prison. 

I offer my thanks and praise to God 
the Almighty and tender my complete 
recognition of the truth of all the 
Manifestations of God. 

I exhort my dear children to rely 
upon the will of God and to be stead
fast in their study of the Baha'i Writ
ings. They should also pray for their 
father. I earnestly request my dear 
Mihri, who has always been a peerless 
wife to me to continue to care for my 
children and to be content with the will 
of God. 

I request my friends to pray for me. 
If I have committed any wrong or have 
been disrespectful to anyone, I hereby 
beg forgiveness. 

My dear family should remember 
that a verse from a poem is quoted in 
one of the writings of the beloved 
Guardian, which offers comfort: 

Glad tidings, glad tidings to the 
lovers 

That the time of separation shall 
pass, 

The time of Oneness shall come 
And the Lord Himself shall rule. 
Greetings to my dear father. I hope 

he is pleased with me. 
Faridih, my dear sister, and her lov

ing children, are always remembered 
by me. 

Kisses to my dear ones-my children 
Payam, Nazi and Nagbmih-and to 
my dear wife, Mihri. Preserve your 
bonds of unity and love. 

At this moment my whole being is 
infused with a sense of honor; God 
grant that you also feel proud of your 
father. 

I am sorry if my handwriting is not 
good; it is because I do not have my 
glasses with me . 

lt is my wish that my children will 
not wear mourning; rather, they 
should chant the Tablet of Visitation 
of 'Abdul-Baha on my behalf. 

In this glorious journey I am in the 
company of Hashim Farnush and Bu
zurg 'Alaviyan. 

My dearest Mihri, are you well pleas
ed with me? 

(signed) 
Farhang Mavaddat 



Africa 

The grandeur of the House of Justice 

"The National Spiritual Assemblies, like unto pillars will 
be gradually and firmly established in every country on the 
strong and fortified foundatiOns of the Local Assemblies. 
On these pillars, the mighty Edifice, the Universal House of 
Justice, will be erected, raising high its noble frame above 
the world of existence. The unity of the followers of Bahti
'u'llah will thus be realized and fulfilled from one end of the 
earth to the other . . . and the living waters of everlasting 
life will stream forth from that fountain-head of God's 
World Order upon all the warring nations and peoples of 
the world, to wash away the evils and iniquities of the realm 
of dust, and heal man's age-old ills and ailments. 

"Then will all our cherished hopes and aspirations be 
realized, the tree of our endeavours bear fruit . . . and the 
hidden powers of the Cause of our Lord and God be fully 
manifested. Then will be unveiled to our eyes the in
auguration of an era the like of which has never been 
witnessed in past ages. " - Shoghi Effendi 

• 
August 4, 1981 

Beloved Friends, Colleagues, and fellow Baha'is: 
On my second visit to the Holy Land this year on a special 

project, I was once again made keenly aware of the majesty 
and grandeur of our Supreme Universal House of Justice. 
Each time I am with them the joy and wonder of those days 
in the presence of our beloved Guardian come rushing back 
upon me, and I say to myself: "I have made another 
pilgrimage! " 

How often every Baha'i has said, What a blessing it 
would have been if only we had seen the Precious Bab, or 
been in the presence of the Blessed Beauty, Baha'u'lIah, or 
could have visited the Holy Land when the Beloved Master 
was there. Many of us have looked upon the face of the 
beloved Guardian. Still more, however, have been deprived 
of all these past bounties and blessings. 

Suddenly I realized that each one of these great blessings 
was ours allover again! Little by little it became clear to me 
that there were no such days as these very days we are living 
in now! These are the very days which the Bab, Baha'u'lIah, 
'Abdul-Baha and our beloved Guardian had sacrificed their 
lives to bring to reality. These days! 

I said to myself, do we really understand and appreciate 

This letter from the Hand of the Cause of God William 
Sears was written last August to members of the Continen
tal Board of Counsellors and National Spiritual Assemblies 
in Africa. Mr. Sears later requested that it be shared with 
the Baha'{s in every country. 

who it is that sends that Book, that Compilation, that Letter 
to us from the side of the Mountain of God? I vowed to my
self that the next time I received a Letter or a Message from 
the Universal House of Justice, I would look upon it with 
new eyes, and listen to their words of guidance and instruc
tion with new ears. 

'Thrilled to my fingertips' 

I felt this overwhelming urgent desire to share my feelings 
with all the Baha'i Institutions in Africa, and with my 
fellow Baha'is throughout that continent. I wanted you to 
see and feel all the things that enriched, deepened and in
spired me on this "Second Pilgrimage." 

The wonders and accomplishments of our Universal 
House of Justice swept over me like a flood. I was thrilled to 
my fingertips! 

I was standing on the top floor of the new Seat of the 
Universal House of Justice looking toward the Archives 
Building, the Shrine of the Bab, and up toward the Obelisk 
where Baha'u'llah had chanted the Tablet of Carmel, the 
Charter for all these World Centre Institutions. I could see 
the Spot where He foretold the Ark that God would sail on 
this holy Mountain manifesting the people of Bahti, the men 
of the House of Justice. I looked across the Bay toward the 
Prison-City of 'Akka and the Mansion at Bahji, and felt 
this tremendous urge to go down the Mountain and write 
this letter to you. To share with our continent, Africa, all 
the blessings from God which our Supreme Universal House 
of Justice has so generously and so bountifully bestowed 
upon us. 

I went first to the three Holy Shrines, to pray for each one 
of you, and myself, for Africa as a continent, for everyone 
of the Baha'i Institutions and believers in Africa. 

Then I began to set down my thoughts as follows: 
THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

The least glimpse into the majesty of this divine Insti
tution would fill anyone with awe and wonder: 

• "God, verily, will inspire them with whatsoever He 
willeth," is Baha'u'lIah's incontrovertible assurance. 

• The Universal House of Justice is the "Source of all 
good" and is "freed from all error," 'Abdul-Baha confirms 
in His Will and Testament. 

• Shoghi Effendi has written that it is the "Apex" of 
"Baha'i Administration." It is the "Supreme Organ" of 
the "Baha'i Commonwealth," and the "sole refuge for a 
tottering civilization." It is this Body, the beloved Guardian 
points out, the members of which, in consultation, have 
been made "the recipients" of "the Divine Guidance" 
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which is at once "the life's blood" and "ultimate safe
guard" of this Revelation. 

• "All must obey the Universal House of Justice," 'Ab
dul-BaM declares. "Obedience to it is obedience to the 
Cause. Opposition to it is opposition to the Blessed Beauty. 
Denial of it is denial of God, the True One." 

• The power and authority that is breathed upon the Uni
versal House of Justice by the Holy Spirit is made forever 
clear in these Words of 'Abdul-Baba, Who tells us: "Re
nouncing any word of the Universal House of Justice is like 
unto the renunciation of a Word of the Kitab-i-Aqdas." 

• "Observe how important this matter is!" 'Abdul-Baha 
points out. "The Blessed Beauty has ordained the House of 
Justice as the law-maker ... If the House of Justice had 
been operating (now) by the One True God ... I would 
have been the first to obey its decree, even if it had been 
against me." 

In a Tablet the Beloved Master has written: 

"Let it therefore not be imagined that the House of Jus
tice will make any law according to its own concepts and 
opinions. God forbid! The Most Great House of Justice will 
establish laws and ordinances through the inspiration and 
confirmation of the Holy Spirit, because it is in the safe
keeping and under the shelter and protection of the Ancient 
Beauty, and obedience to its decisions is a bounden duty 
and an inescapable obligation, and there is no escape for 
anyone. Say, 0 people, verily the Most Great House of Jus
tice is under the wings of your Lord, the Compassionate, 
the All-Merciful, in other words under His protection, His 
care, and His shelter; for He has commanded the firm be
lievers to obey that sanctified and all-powerful body, whose 
dominion is spiritual and of the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
whose laws are inspired and spiritual." 

Perhaps with this background, which is but one leaf from 
the tree of its greatness, we can begin to understand the 
miracles it has accomplished in the space of only eighteen 
years. There is no time to speak of each one of them in 
detail, but everyone of these achievements is history
making in itself. The promise was enshrined in the words of 
our beloved Guardian about this Supreme House of Justice: 

"When the Universal House of Justice shall have stepped 
forth from the realm of hope into that of visible fulfillment 
and its fame be established in every corner and clime of the 
world, then that august Body, solidly grounded and found
ed on the firm and unshakeable foundation of the entire Ba
ha'i community of East and West, and the recipient of the 
bounties of God and His inspiration, will proceed to devise 
and carry out important undertakings, world-wide activities 
and the establishment of glorious institutions. By this 
means, the renown of the Cause of God will become world
wide and its light will illumine the whole earth." 

'Important undertakings' carried out 

The Universal House of Justice "stepped forth" into 
"visible fulfillment" in 1963. It has launched these "world
wide activities," these great teaching plans: the Nine Year 
Plan, the Five Year Plan, and the Seven Year Plan now in 
progress. 

It has already established ... glorious institutions ... 
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I wrote to you about the grandeur and majesty of these 
glorious Institutions in my last letter. 

Before we begin to recount the fabulous victories that 
followed those "important undertakings" the Universal 
House of Justice has already proceeded to "carry out," let 
us hear once more about the Supreme Body from the be
loved Guardian. 

"Then (with the establishment of the Universal House of 
Justice) will the banner of the independence of the Faith be 

'The Most Great House of Justice will establish 
laws and ordinances through the inspiration and 
confirmation of the Holy Spirit ... and obedi
ence to its decisions is a bounden duty and an in
escapable obligation . . .' 

unfurled and His Most Great Law be unveiled ... then will 
the ardent hopes of the people of Baha be realized ... then 
will the throne of Baba'u'llah's Sovereignty be founded in 
the Promised Land and the scales of Justice raised on 
high ... " 

All of these tremendous promises have already been 
achieved, or are under way! 

Those great souls who were called by Baba'u'llah the 
"people of Baha," those "men of justice," those "Trustees 
of God" amongst His servants, have given to the world the 
mighty Constitution of this "crowning glory" of all Baba
'u'llah's Administrative Institutions. These Institutions are 
"the very 'nucleus and forerunner' of His World Order." 

They have showered upon us the glorious blessing of the 
Synopsis and Codification of the Laws and Ordinances of 
the Kitdb-i-Aqdas, the Most Holy Book. 

"Indeed," Baha'u'llah tells us, "the laws of God are like 
unto the ocean, and the children of men as fish" swimming 
in that protective sea. 

The Universal House of Justice with this book has given 
us a glimpse of that "breath of life" for "all created 
things." Those were Baba'u'llah's Words. With the coming 
of this Body we have a new awareness of this "mightiest 
stronghold" and the "highest means for the maintenance of 
order in the world" and for the "security of its peoples." 

• 
The "Most Great Law" has been "unveiled" and the 

"throne" of Baha'u'llah's "Sovereignty" has been "found
ed in the Promised Land" and those "scales of Justice" are 
being "raised on high." 

What days we are living in! 
• 

Now for the downpour of only some of those victories 
which are among those "important undertakings" the 
beloved Guardian promised us they would "carry out." I 
have not listed them in order of importance, only the 
Universal House of Justice could do that. I have listed them 
as they flooded through my mind and memory and lifted me 
into a new realm. 

• The last map our beloved Guardian made for us showed 
4,500 centres in the Baha'i world. He hoped it would reach 
5,000 before the end of the Ten Year Plan. It reached more 
than 13,000. Since that day, under our Universal House of 
Justice, the number of Baha'i centres now exceeds 100,000. 



• There were even fewer Local Spiritual Assemblies in 
that day. Now the Universal House of Justice has inspired 
and guided the friends until they have raised up over 29,000. 

• Twelve National Spiritual Assemblies launched the be
loved Guardian's Ten Year Plan. One hundred and twenty
five launched the current Seven Year Plan of the Universal 
House of Justice. Even more National Assemblies have 
been added since. 

An entire letter could (and should) be written about each 
one of these marvelous victories. We have merely listed 
them for you. Even that, in itself, I am sure, leaves us over
whelmed and in awe and admiration. Our hearts are ready 
to burst. Every line telling of a new victory assures us that 
this indeed is the "House of the Lord of Hosts." 

• Acquired the Mansion of Mazra'ih where Baha'u'lhih 
was so happy. (Needs a volume!) 

• Acquired the House of 'Abdu'llah Pasha where the 
beloved Guardian was born; where the Master received the 
first pilgrims from the West on that pilgrimage which the 
beloved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, said was a pilgrimage 
that changed the world. Some Answered Questions was 
written there-on and on and on! 

• Raised the Obelisk on the spot where Baha'u'lhih 
chanted the Tablet of Carmel, where a Baha'i House of 
Worship will be raised, a "prayer house for all nations" as 
promised in Scripture. 

• Have raised up, and will soon occupy the Majestic Seat 
on the side of God's Holy Mountain, from where the "Law 
of God" is already going into all parts of the world as prom
ised by Baha'u'lIah, and envisioned by Isaiah. 

• Great extension of the Baha'i gardens at Bahji, new en
trances, a beautiful circle of green lawns, paths, and flower
ing trees surrounding the entire Spot where the "holiest 
dust" ever to be accepted into the "bosom of the earth" lies 
enshrined. 

• The pilgrimage opened to additional thousands on the 
Anniversary of the Martyrdom of the Purest Branch, who 
asked that it might be so-a Son Baha'u'llah sacrificed for 
the regeneration, purification, and unification of all the 
peoples of the world. 

• Wonderful new books to thrill every heart: 
Tablets of Baha'u'llah 
Selections from the Writings of the Bab 
Selections from the Writings of 'Abdul-BaM 
Call to the Nations 

• A special book of the Letters of Baha'u%ih to the 
Kings and rulers of the world: The Proclamation of Baha
'u'llah. Presented to 126 Heads of State and leaders of 
mankind. 

• Books filled with guidance both immediate and en-
during: 

Wellspring of Guidance 
Messages of the Universal House of Justice, 1968 
to 1973 

• Nine special compilations on every aspect of the Baha'i 
Faith for the inspiration, deepening, and guidance of the 
World Baha'i community in their teaching work so they can 
most effectively carry out the spiritual conquest of the 
planet. ' 

• Consultative status at the United Nations, an accomp-

The Hand of the Cause of God William Sears 

lishment longed for by the beloved Guardian. An expanded 
and developed International Baha'i Community at the 
United Nations. 

• House of Worship in Panama, raised up at the cross
roads of two continents, an area of great predictions and 
promises for the future of the Faith. 

• Plans racing toward completion for the House of W or
ship in both Samoa and India. 

• The House of Worship in Samoa will be in the land of 
the first King and reigning monarch to accept the Baha'i 
Faith, the Malietoa Tanumafili II. He was present at the 
dedication of that House of Worship, and has visited the 
Resting-Place of the beloved Guardian in England. 

• Commemoration of the one hundredth Anniversary of 
Baha'u'lIah's arrival in the Holy Land with some two thou
sand in attendance. 

• Well over twenty International, Intercontinental, and 
Oceanic Teaching Conferences in every part of the world 
with all the attendant world publicity, press, radio, televi
sion and magazines. Fantastic proclamation! 
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• Established two Baha'i radio stations in South America. 
More on the way. 

• Four World Conventions in the Holy Land for the elec
tion of the Universal House of Justice by delegates 
representing some three hundred countries, territories, and 
islands of the seas and Baha'is in more than one hundred 
thousand centres around the entire planet. 

• On and on go the wonders! 

How thrilling! 
How inspiring! 
How overwhelming! 

• 

Beloved friends, in the midst of all this majesty and 
might, there is a tenderness and compassion unique in the 
religious history of the world. Never has there been an 
elected Body endowed with such transcendent authority and 
power coupled with such a kindness, consideration and 
compassion. The two exist side by side only here in this 
"Source of all good" which is "freed from all error." No 
wonder it is the "sole refuge for a tottering civilization." I 
know I said that before, but it is so beautiful I had to say it 
again. 

Let me give you but one example: Every Tuesday morn
ing before the day's work begins in this "Land of unfading 
Splendour," all the Baha'is serving at the World Centre are 
called together by the Universal House of Justice to its pres
ent Seat-a gathering of love-to join them in prayers, 
prayers of protection, guidance, inspiration, and thanksgiv
ing. There follows a report from the Universal House of 
Justice to all the workers in the World Centre, giving them 
the highlights of the past week. They share events from all 
over the world, the victories, the crises, the news of every 
significant thing happening everywhere in the Baha'i world, 
so that all, without exception, will feel an intimate, vital 
part of this great work of God. 

This is the House of the Lord of Hosts we are speaking 
about, our own wonderful Universal House of Justice. Au
thority and power, tenderness, thoughtfulness and compas
sion-all together! 

How lucky we are to be alive in this day, and to have the 
opportunity to serve this unique and wondrous Body in any 
way we can. 

To paraphrase the Words of the Beloved Master, these 
are but the least of the significance of this "Most Great 
House of Justice." Indeed, as promised in Scripture, the 
"nations" have "flowed" toward this "House of the 
Lord," and it is only the beginning. Through it, as foreseen 
by the Old Testament Prophet, Habakkuk, "the knowledge 
of the glory of the Lord (BaM'u'llah) has covered the earth 
as the waters cover the sea." 

• 
We shall close these words of love ... by citing yet ano

ther tribute of the beloved Guardian to our Universal House 
of Justice: 

"Through it (the Universal House of Justice) the ardent 
hopes of the people of BaM will be realized. Through it, the 
pillars of the Faith (the National Spiritual Assemblies) on 
this earth will be firmly established, and its hidden powers 
be revealed, its signs shine forth, its banners be unfurled 
and its light be shed upon all peoples." 
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Beloved friends, fellow-workers in the fruitful African 
vineyard-during these dramatic and richly-blessed days of 
the Seven Year Plan, I feel confident that we shall surge for
ward as never before in the accomplishment of the goals of 
this second phase of the Plan. 

Just the contemplation of who it is that has called us into 
action, and who it is that is guiding us, inspiring us every 
step of the way, praying for us, encouraging us in every
thing we do-all this, surely, will electrify our souls and il
lumine our faces with a brilliance that will itself attract even 
greater victories. 

I close this letter as I began it, with more words of tender 
love about this wondrous Universal House of Justice of 
ours, this glorious House of the Lord of Hosts, from the be
loved Guardian: 

" ... the unity of the Cause of God and the victory of His 
Faith will, even as the sun, become manifest in this Exalted 
Body." 

With tenderest, grateful love to each Baha'i in Africa for 
your loving and dedicated services. Press on! 

William Sears 
Hand of tbe Cause of God 



United States 

Native Americans respond to Message 

A teaching trip last October to sev
eral Indian Reservations in the north
western United States by three Baha'is 
from Canada resulted in the enroll
ment of more than 70 people in the 
Faith. 

Members of the teaching team were 
Rick Belcourt (Cree Indian) from Cal
gary, Earl Healy (Blood) from Fort 
MacLeod, and Fari lalili-Otsali, a Per
sian Baha'i who is living in British Co
lumbia. 

Their visit, which began October 3 at 
the Wind River Reservation in Wyo
ming, was carried out under the aus
pices of the American Indian Teaching 
Committee in response to a goal of the 
second phase of the Seven Year Plan to 
develop "cross border projects giving 
special attention to Indian Reserva
tions ... " 
Day of prayer 

Efforts to reach the Arapaho and 
Shoshone tribes at Wind River date to 
the 1940s and have continued to the 
present day. 

One year to the day before the arri
.val of the teaching team, the Baha'is of 
Wyoming circled the Reservation with 
a day of prayer that the Indian people 
might respond to the Teachings of 
Baha'u'llah. 

The response to the latest effort at 
Wind River was most gratifying, with 
more than 50 new believers, one new 
locality (Fort Washakie) opened, the 
Baha'i Group in Riverton, Wyoming, 
restored to Assembly status, and pre
parations under way for election of the 
first Spiritual Assembly of the Wind 
River Reservation. 

Among those who declared their be
lief in Baha'u'llah are an Arapaho and 
a Sioux medicine man. 

After the teaching team was inter
viewed by two reporters from the Res
ervation newspaper, both young wo-

men were enrolled in the Faith. 
To assure adequate follow-up in 

deepening and consolidating the new 
believers, the American Indian Teach
ing Committee has appointed a six
member Consolidation Task Force. 

The second stop for the Canadian 
teaching team was the Crow Reserva
tion in Montana whose Assembly was 
lost last RiQvan when membership slip
ped to seven. 

In all, there were 14 declarations on 

Above: More than 70 Native Ameri
cans were enrolled in the Faith in Oc
tober as a result of a teaching trip to 
Indian Reservations in Wyoming and 
Montana by (left to right) Earl Healy, 
a Blood Indian from Fort McLeod, AI-

the Crow Reservation, which will ena
ble it to restore its Assembly at RiQvan. 

A brief visit was made to the Lame 
Deer area of the Northern Cheyenne 
Reservation where the team was met by 
a recently settled homefront pioneer, 
Steve Blakely, and several Northern 
Cheyenne friends. 

As a result, five new believers were 
welcomed into the Faith, further 
strengthening the Baha'i community 
and Assembly on that Reservation. 

berta; Fari Jalili-Otsali, a Persian now 
living in British Columbia; and Rick 
Belcourt, a Cree Indian from Calgary, 
Alberta. Below: James Big Lake, a new 
believer from the Crow Agency in 
Montana, with Mrs. Jalili-Otsali. 
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Baha'i International Community 

An oral statement on combating racism 

An oral statement presented by the 
Baha'{ International Community to the 
United Nations Commission on Hu
man Rights at its 37th session in Ge
neva, Switzerland, February 13, 1981. 

Agenda item 21(b) 
• 

Mr. Chairman: 
The Baha'i International Commu

nity welcomes this opportunity to ad
dress the thirty-seventh session of the 
Commission on Human Rights on 
agenda item 21(b), "Implementation 
of the Programme for the Decade for 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination. " 

It is because of our long-standing 
commitment to the eradication of all 
forms of prejudice that we have asked 
for the floor today. This commitment 
is based on the teachings, revealed over 
one hundred years ago, of the Founder 
of the Baha'i Faith. In His writings we 
find a detailed analysis of preju
dices-whether of race, nationality, re
ligion, sex, or class-and a detailed 
description of the means whereby these 
divisive prejudices will be eliminated 
from our planet. 

It is our purpose in this brief state
ment to give an indication of how Ba
ha'i communities throughout the world 
are making a steady contribution to the 
goals of the Decade and, with your per
mission, Mr. Chairman, introduce 
another perspective into the debate on 
this subject with a few ideas on how, 
based on a realization of his spiritual 
capacities, the individual can make an 
effective contribution to achieve har
mony in society. 

The Baha'i world community rep
resents a cross-section of humanity, in
cluding almost all races, nationalities, 
classes, trades, professions, rich and 
poor, literate and illiterate. It com
prises the members of the Baha'i Faith 
living in more than 100,000 localities in 
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over 300 countries and territories and 
unites men and women of many reli
gious backgrounds. Over 1,600 ethnic 
groups are represented. 

As part of our commitment to the 
elimination of racial prejudice, we 
have cooperated wholeheartedly with 
the United Nations programs in the 

'We believe that it is possible to 
achieve the organic unity of the 
entire human race and that the 
elimination of racism and racial 
discrimination is dependent on a 
consciousness of world unity.' 

field of human rights. Through our 126 
national affiliates (131 as of Ridvan 
1981-ed.), we have constantly pro
moted awareness and understanding of 
the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and of the numerous instru
ments which the United Nations has 
brought into existence to protect the 
rights of all peoples. 

A few examples of Baha'i coopera
tion are annual worldwide observances 
of Human Rights Day; human rights 
conferences, seminars, and awards; 
and programs and publications for 
special anniversaries of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 

In our view, the elimination of pre
judice and discrimination-whether of 
race, nationality, sex, creed, or 
class-cannot be achieved without pro
per education, without proper attitudes 
and values, without proper motivation. 

We believe that it is possible to 
achieve the organic unity of the entire 
human race and that the elimination of 
racism and racial discrimination is de
pendent on a consciousness of world 
unity. The peoples of the world will, 
eventually, come to realize that their 

own happiness is dependent on the at
tainment of happiness for the entire 
human family. 

We have to become educated, we be
lieve, in renewed spiritual values and 
teachings which alone can rescue man
kind from the pursuit of selfish in
terests and the resultant oppression of 
his fellow beings. 

Baha'is regard all people as invalu
able members of society, whose talents 
and unique contributions are equally 
important factors in building world or
der. Whilst individual groups should 
be encouraged to regard their own cul
ture, heritage, and mother tongue with 
pride and admiration, it is at the same 
time essential that we should all be con
scious of a diversified world in which 
we must live in harmony with, and re
spect, other peoples, other cultures, 
other languages, and other heritages. 

Baha'is throughout the world are at
tempting to put into practice in their 
daily lives teachings and principles 
which they have accepted as the guid
ance for the well-being and happiness 
of all. 

Our commitment to minorities and 
indigenous peoples-and, as I said in 
my intoductory remarks, there are over 
1,600 ethnic groups represented in the 
growing Baha'i world community-is 
based on the writings of the Baha'i 
Faith. 

Every Baha'i community should, 
and I quote, "feel it to be its first and 
inescapable obligation to nurture, en
courage and safeguard every minority 
belonging to any faith, race, class or 
nation within it. " Discrimination 
against any race is, and again I quote, 
"a flagrant violation of the spirit that 
animates the Faith of Baha'u'llah." 
Baha'u'llah is the Prophet Who found
ed the Baha'i Faith over one hundred 
years ago. 

The central obstacle which prevents 



the complete abolition of racism and 
racial discrimination is, we believe, a 
limited understanding of the nature of 
the human being and of the source of 
his happiness. 

elimination of divisive prejudice of all 
kinds-lies, we believe, in education in 
divine teachings and laws. 

tion. 
In conclusion, therefore, the Baha'i 

International Community is pledged to 
cooperate in UN programs whose goal 
is, and I quote General Assembly's 
resolution A/35/34, "the pursuit of 
harmonious relations between races 
and communities." 

The qualities which are inherent in 
all peoples, and which need to be nur
tured and given full expression in so
ciety, are love and compassion, justice, 
and such moral qualities as trust, hon
esty, and truthfulness. 

A clear view of the progressive na
ture of religion and the gradual unfold
ment of a divine plan destined to bring 
about world peace and a world civili
zation will enable mankind to strive for 
the elimination of prejudice through
out the world. 

As I said at the beginning, Mr. 
Chairman, we are pleased to have this 
opportunity to share our experiences in 
overcoming divisive prejudices with the 
Commission on Human Rights, and we 
will always be ready to offer these ex
periences to the Commission and to 
other appropriate UN bodies. 

The development of these virtues can 
provide, within society, the environ
ment in which each human being can 
develop his full potential. 

The source of the development of 
these virtues-and consequently the 

The goal for which the Baha'i Inter
national Community is striving is, 
therefore, a world society in which na
tional rivalries, hatreds, and intrigues 
will cease, and racial animosity and 
prejudice will be replaced by racial 
amity, understanding, and coopera- Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Peru 

Radio Baba'i of Lake Titicaca on tbe air 

From a report by Boris Handel, Michael Stokes and Kurt 
Hein.) 

• 
At noon on July 9, 1981, the 131st anniversary of the 

martyrdom of the Bab, Radio Baha 'f in Chucuito, PerU, be
gan its initial transmission in a highly charged atmosphere 
mixing the solemnity of that date with the jubilation of all 
those present. 

The words of the short Obligatory Prayer in the Aymara 
language were followed by the same prayer in Quechua and 
Spanish while all the believers reverently bowed their heads. 

«Radio Baha'I, transmitting on 890 KHz, "continued the 
voices of the station's three announcers, «lovingly salutes 
all the people of the altiplano today in its first trans
mission ... " 

While the greetings in three languages continued, Coun
sellor Mas'lid Khamsi could be seen outside, listening to a 
small transistorradio and surrounded by attentive, over
joyed Baha'is. 

Inside the station, others were busily monitoring the 
broadcast and double-checking the newly installed equip
ment. Among them were K. Dean Stephens, a broadcasting 
engineer and adviser to the Audio-Visual Department of the 
Universal House of Justice, who was lost among the em
braces of the dedicated friends with whom he had col
laborated in the realization of this project. 

Following the historic 38-minute broadcast, the friends 
assembled hand-in-hand at the base of the station's antenna 
to intone" 'Allah'u' Abha" and to offer prayers of thanks
giving. 

The newly constructed main building housing the station 
has an area of about 1,000 square meters. It is on Baha'i 
property 16 kilometers (almost 10 miles) from the city of 
Puno, in a small valley between two hills, bordered on one 
side by the shore of majestic Lake Titicaca, legendary birth-
place of the Inca people. . 

The physical plant consists of two buildings situated be
side a grove of eucalyptus trees close to the Pan-American 
Highway, which traverses the otherwise barren landscape at 
about 3,900 meters (12,000 feet) above sea level. 

One building contains a reception area, administrative of
fice, staff meeting room, master control room, production 
control room, performance studio, etc. Studio and control 
room walls are covered with curtains made from the reeds 
found growing in abundance on the shore of Lake Titicaca 
and used for centuries by people of the region for their 
boats and houses. The reeds were found to be excellent 
acoustical material. 

The other building houses a diesel-powered generator for 
supplying electricity. However, plans call for the instal
lation of a windmill coupled to storage batteries, with the 
aim ultimately of eliminating dependence upon conven
tional power sources-a step toward the use of alternative 
energy to serve the needs of the Faith. 

Immediately after the initial broadcast, people in the area 
began coming to the station to place announcements on the 
air. 
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The world 

Committee standardizing Chinese terms 

A committee of five Baha'is from 
Taiwan, Malaysia, Hong Kong, Singa
pore and the Baha'i World Centre, ap
pointed by the Universal House of Jus
tice, has developed a list of more than 
100 Baha'i terms in Chinese characters. 

The Committee for the Study of the 
Standardization of the Representation 
of Baha'i Terminology in Chinese 
Characters (Chinese Standardization 
Committee) met for the first time last 
August 7-13 in Taiwan. 

The work thus far accomplished has 

Panama 
Short wave radio listeners in Pa

nama can now tune in the broadcasts 
from Radio Baha'i in Otavalo, Ecua
dor. 

Programs from Otavalo now reach 
Panamanians Monday through Satur
day for four hours each day on 2.34 
MHz. Songs and music are inter
spersed with "cunas," or spot an
nouncements, and every hour there is a 
IS-minute program on a Baha'i theme. 

Panama itself is "expanding the use 
of radio," as called for in its Seven 
Year Plan directive from the Universal 
House of Justice. Three radio stations 
in that country now carry Baha'i pro
grams. 

A schedule published in Panama's 
"Boletin Baha'i" for July 1981 lists 
broadcasts on three Panamanian sta
tions from different cities. 

In Panama City, hour-long Baha'i 
programs are broadcast twice each 
month, and a Baha'i spot announce
ment can be heard each weekday. 

The Baha'i program "Words of 
Wisdom" is broadcast on both AM 
and FM in the west-central province of 
Veraguas three times a week. The pro
gram offers selections from the Baha'i 

12 January 19821Baha'i News 

been shared with 11 National Spiritual 
Assemblies and Baha'i Publishing 
Trusts that are, or may become, in
volved in the production of Baha'i lit
erature or publications in Chinese. 

The newly translated terms include 
the Names of the Central Figures of the 
Faith, Baha'i administrative terms, the 
Baha'i calendar, Baha'i Holy Places, 
names and titles of persons prominent 
in Baha'i history, and miscellaneous 
words and phrases. 

The Universal House of Justice has 

Writings. 
Baha'i spot announcements are car-

Pictured are participants in the Baha'i 
Winter School held July 27-31 in the 
mountainous Guaymi Indian region of 

About 200 people, most of whom 
are Guaymi Indians, attended a Baha'i 
Winter School July 27-31 in the moun
tains of Panama. 

A guest speaker was Continental 
Counsellor Donald Witzel, who 18 
years ago, traveling on horseback and 
on foot, brought the Message of 
Baha'u'llah to these same Guaymi peo
ple. 

Today there are approximately 2,000 
Guaymi Baha'is who have many func-

praised the committee's work and the 
loving spirit in which it is being carried 
forward. The committee will be on
going, and is in continuous session by 
correspondence. The members will 
meet again as a body later this year in 
Singapore. 

The ultimate goal is to develop a 
standard glossary of Baha'i termi
nology in Chinese characters to be used 
wherever Baha'i literature and publi
cations in the Chinese language are 
produced. 

ried once each day (except Saturdays) 
on Panama's National Radio Network. 

Panama. Classes were offered in Span
ish and the Guaymi language. 

tioning Spiritual Assemblies, three 
tutorial schools sponsored by Assem
blies, and regular children's classes. 

Classes were held during the Winter 
School for Spanish- and Guaymi
speaking believers. 

Thirty children participated in 
separate classes specially planned for 
them. 

A new teaching plan was announced, 
and five teaching teams were formed to 
help carry out the announced goals. 



Cameroon Republic 

More than 100 people including 
Continental Counsellor Dr. Hushang 
Ahdieh, five Auxiliary Board mem
bers, and four members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Cameroon 
attended a national Baha'i youth con
ference July 24-26 in Yaounde, Cam
eroon. 

During the conference, which was 
dedicated to the believers in Iran, 22 
teaching and consolidation teams were 
formed for 25 projects throughout the 
country. 

A cablegram sent to the World Cen
tre noted the "spirit of joy and deter
mination (of the) Baha'i youth (was) 
greatly increased" and added that they 
have "resolved (to) increase service (to 
our) beloved Cause." 

United States 
At the request of the Universal 

House of Justice, John Huddleston, a 
Baha'i from the United States who is 
budget director of the International 
Monetary Fund, and his wife, Rouhi, 
visited a number of countries in the 
Pacific area last summer to proclaim 
the Faith. 

During his visit to New Zealand, Mr. 
Huddleston took part in seven radio in
terviews and one for television. More 
than 1,280 column inches of newspaper 
space was devoted to reports of his visit 
to that country. 

In Papua New Guinea, he made 
courtesy calls on government officials 
and left copies of his book, The Earth 
Is But One Country. Mr. Huddleston 
also spoke at a public meeting that was 

Mariana Islands 
The most ambitious project ever un

dertaken by the Baha'is in the Mariana 
Islands was launched last August 9 
when a large number of believers met 
at the National Center on Guam to 
learn details of the plan. 

The campaign, a 13-week media 
proclamation effort designed to intro
duce the Faith to residents of Guam, 
Rota, Saipan and Tinian islands, was 
to include 78 spot announcements dur
ing television news programs, more 
than 300 spot announcements on two 
radio stations, 73 ads in a local news
paper, and at least four public meet-

Shown are delegates and visitors at the 
Baha'{ National Convention held last 
April 24-26 at the Nationallfa~{ratu'l
Quds in Victoria, Cameroon. Mrs. 

held at a university. 
In Brisbane, Australia, he addressed 

the Royal Geographic Society, met 
with officials at several universities, 
and was interviewed by the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission. 

In New Caledonia, Mr. Huddleston 
met with two government leaders, ad
ministration officials, and a United 
Nations representative. 

In Vanuatu, he spoke with the minis
ter of finance and the manager of the 
Central Bank. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Fiji arranged an evening reception to 
which dignitaries of the city of Suva 
were invited. Mr. Huddleston spoke 
about the persecution of Baha'is in 

ings. 
More than $6,500 of the estimated 

$12,000 needed for the campaign was 
pledged before it began. 

Luxembourg 
In Luxembourg, renowned musician 

John Birks "Dizzy" Gillespie per
formed with his sextet last July 9 at the 
"Festival Echternach-Luxembourg." 

Mr. Gillespie spoke of the Faith dur
ing the concert before performing "01-
inga" -his original composition dedi
cated to the memory of the Hand of 
the Cause of God Enoch Olinga. 

Thelma Khelghati, a member of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors for 
Africa, was a special guest at the Con
vention. 

Iran to an audience that included the 
minister of commerce and the first sec
retary of the Chinese consulate. 

During his visit to Suva, Mr. Hud
dleston was interviewed by a news
paper reporter and on radio. 

He addressed two large public meet
ings in Tonga and participated in 
another public meeting at a high 
school. Although his talks at the school 
and during an interview on Radio 
Tonga were on the International 
Monetary Fund, Mr. Huddleston was 
introduced as a Baha'i. 

In Western Samoa, he spoke to a 
university audience and at a well
attended public meeting at the Baha'i 
Center. He also was interviewed by a 
newspaper and on radio, and met with 
several government officials. 

Mr. Huddleston had other radio and 
TV interviews in American Samoa, 
where he also conducted a fireside and 
attended a luncheon for various offi
cials. 

Everywhere the Huddlestons visited, 
the persecution of the friends in Iran 
was fully discussed. In most cases, the 
sympathy and concern expressed by 
various officials was spontaneous and 
sincere. 

Many doors previously closed to the 
friends were opened, and opportunities 
to proclaim the Faith abounded, espe
cially to the officials and leaders of 
thought in the countries visited by Mr. 
Huddleston and his wife. 
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Pakistan 

A four-member Baha'i delegation 
met last August with the governor of 
Pakistan's Sind Province and present
ed him with a volume of The Bahti'{ 
World. The governor welcomed the be
lievers and asked them questions about 
the Faith. 

The meeting was part of a week of 
proclamation activities August 22-28 
that was organized by the local teach
ing committee in Karachi. 

The week began with the reading of 
prayers for the Baha'is in Iran. Two 
firesides were held each day, and infor
mal meetings were held at the Baha'i 

Finland 
Two gatherings of believers and their 
guests were held in Lapland (northern 
Finland) last summer. Shown here are 
participants in the annual Nordic Mid
summer Baha'{ Camp at Tervola, Fin
land, a town near the Arctic Circle. 
Those who were present included Con
tinental Counsel/or for Europe Hart
mut Grossmann and visitorsfrom Nor
way and Sweden. 

Spain 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

Spain has begun a campaign aimed at 
helping the friends to reach various 
levels of Spanish society with the Ba
ha'i Message. 

The Assembly has suggested to the 
believers that for a three-month period 

Paraguay 
The Baha'is of Paraguay have dedi

cated their new National Information 
Center in Asuncion to the memory of 
the Hand of the Cause of God 
Raqrnatu'llah Muhajir. A plaque on 
the building states that it is dedicated 
to the memory of Dr. Muhajir "be
cause of his inspiring and tireless teach
ing of the Baha'i Faith." 
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Center in Karachi. Baha'i literature in 
English and Urdu was distributed by 
the friends throughout the week of 
proclamation. 

Fifty Baha'is from four communities 
attended a teaching conference August 
7 in Thatta, Pakistan, that was orga
nized by the teaching committee of 
Karachi with help from the Spiritual 
Assembly of Thatta. 

About 70 people attended a meeting 
August 14 at the l:Ia~ratu'I-Quds in 
Quetta that was planned to observe 
Pakistan's independence day. 

Television cameramen were present, 

they concentrate on proclaiming the 
Faith to physicians, medical students 
and faculty members at medical col
leges in Spain. 

The friends have been asked to plan 
proclamation meetings at medical 
schools, and to be sure to invite local 
doctors to public meetings in their 
area. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
also suggested that Baha'is offer their 
doctors a copy of Baha'u'llah and the 
New Era and that they keep a file of 
contacts among doctors and submit a 
list of those doctors who have received 
Baha'i books. 

At the end of the three-month peri
od, the National Assembly was to 
notify the Spanish believers of people 
in other areas of society to be con
tacted. 

and a news report of the program was 
broadcast the following day by a local 
TV station. 

Forty-four Baha'is from 11 localities 
participated August 5-10 in a deepen
ing program in Rawalpindi that in
cluded separate children's classes. 

Topics for deepening included Ba
ha'i administration, the Guardian, di
rect teaching, Baha'i marriage, and the 
elimination of prejudice. 

A to-day deepening program in 
Quetta also was well-attended. These 
classes were organized by the National 
Teaching Committee of Pakistan. 

Ethiopia 
Belete W orku of Addis Ababa, Ethi

opia, combined a recent two-month 
business trip to seven countries with a 
traveling teaching effort during which 
he taught the Faith in 27 cities in Ca
nada, the United Kingdom, Germany, 
the United States and countries in the 
Middle East. 

During his trip, from January to 
March 1981, Mr. W orku made direct 
contact with 150 seekers and more than 
2,000 Baha'is across North America. 

He found them to have a lively in
terest in Ethiopia, and shared news of 
the progress of the Faith in that coun
try. 



Papua New Guinea 

One of the goals given by the U ni
versal House of Justice to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Papua New Gui
nea for the three-year second phase of 
the Seven Year Plan has been accomp
lished with the opening to the Faith of 
Goodenough Island in the Dentrecas
teaux Group southeast of the mainland 
in Milne Bay. 

When the goal of opening three is
land groups was announced, Auxiliary 
Board member Noel Bluett offered to 
fly Baha'i teachers to these remote is
lands in his single-engine plane. 

Lopena Vera, a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Papua 
New Guinea, and his brother-in-law, 
Karl, who is a relatively new believer, 
decided to make the trip to these little
known islands. 

After a week-long delay due to bad 
weather, the plane took off from Lae, 
but its first attempt to land at Good
enough Island was prevented by heavy 
rain. Mr. Bluett returned the following 
day and left his two passengers on the 
grassy airstrip. 

When he returned a week later, Mr. 
Bluett found the Baha'is waiting at the 
airstrip with a group of residents of the 
island who were loaded down ... ith gifts 
of food and mats. 

Among the group was the first Ba
ha'i resident of Goodenough Island. 
Many other islanders had expressed an 
interest in the Faith. 

I 
j! 
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Above: Residents of 
land are shown with two Baha'{s from 
Papua New Guinea who opened the is
land to the Faith during a recent week
long teaching effort. Below: Auxiliary 

member Noel Bluett 

flew 
(left), a member of the National Spiri
tual Assembly of Papua New Guinea, 
and his brother-in-law, Karl, to Good
enough Island in this single-engine 

All of the residents of tiny Makati Is
land in the West New Britain province 
of Papua New Guinea are Baha 'IS, and 
all participated in building a local Ba
ha'{ Center on the island. All the wood 
for the Center had to be brought to the 
island by canoe. The dedication cere
mony last August 30 was attended by 
the chairman of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Papua New Guinea and 
by two Auxiliary Board members, Noel 
Bluett and Roslyn Bale. 
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Sweden 
A 15-minute program that was plan

ned entirely by Baha'is was broadcast 
June 6 on Swedish national radio. The 
program included music, readings 
from the Baha'i Writings, and infor
mation about the Faith. 

The Baha'i community in Sweden 
has been busy bringing the persecution 
of the friends in Iran to the attention of 
Swedish public and government offi
cials. 

Ten news releases have so far been 
sent to radio and television stations 
and to 30 Swedish newspapers. 

Two members of the National Spiri
tual Assembly of Sweden met with the 
country's secretary of foreign affairs 
and presented him with a copy of 
Bahti'u'lltih and the New Era. The sec
retary assured them of his efforts to aid 
the Baha'is in Iran. 

A positive working relationship has 
developed between the National As
sembly and the Swedish Emigration 
Bureau due to their numerous contacts 
regarding the many Persian believers 
who have recently arrived in Sweden. 

One of the most exciting aspects of 
recent teaching work in Scandinavia is 
the cooperative efforts of the Baha'i 
communities of Norway, Sweden, Fin
land and Denmark that have developed 
in response to a call from the Universal 
House of Justice for closer collabora
tion. 

Last February, a joint teaching ef
fort involving Baha'is from Norway 
~nd Swe~en was held on the island of 
Aland, Fmland. 

A teaching conference last August 
14-16 in Pi tea, Sweden, attracted be
lievers from Finland, Norway and Swe
den to that northern city. 

Chile 
Many indigenous Baha'i youth were 

among the 120 people who attended a 
national youth conference July 18-19 
in Nueva Imperial, Chile. 

Conference participants planned a 
chain of prayers for the martyrs in Iran 
and committed themselves to achieving 
individual and community teaching 
goals. 

Contributions made at the confer
ence financed the gathering and also 
provided a contribution to Chile's Na
tional Fund. 
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Shown are participants in a border 
teaching conference August 14-16 in 
Pitea, Sweden. Auxiliary Board mem
ber Hadi Afsahi (far right) was among 

In an effort to reach Sweden's Fin
nish-speaking minority, posters in Fin
nish and Swedish were placed around 
Pitea. One of the public meetings was 

United Kingdom 
More than 950 people from 20 coun

tries attended a Baha'i Youth Con
ference last July 16-19 at Chigwell in 
Sussex that launched the second phase 
of the Seven Year Plan for Baha'i 
youth in the United Kingdom. 

Participants in this largest gathering 
ever of youth in the United Kingdom 
included the Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'l-Baha Ruq.iyyih Khanum, 
Continental Counsellor Adib Taherza
deh, three members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United King
dom, and four Auxiliary Board mem
bers. 

The conference was dedicated to the 
memory of those Hands of the Cause 
of God who recently passed to the 
Abha Kingdom. Topics discussed in
cluded ways in which the lives of the 
recently departed Hands of the Cause 
may inspire Baha'i youth to greater 
service. 

Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum 
discussed the meaning of liberty, the 
age of declaration of faith, association 
with non-Baha'is, and the virtues of a 
correct upbringing and moral recti
tude. 

the believers from Finland, Norway 
and Sweden who carried out the proc
lamation effort. 

conducted in Finnish, and newspaper 
ads for proclamation events were pub
lished in both languages. 

Presentations were made on the his
tory of the Divine Plan, the goals of 
the second phase of the current Plan 
the present international climate of 
world events from a Baha'i perspec
tive, and the National Teaching Plan 
for youth. 

Also presented was a seminar on 
world problems during which ques
tions were answered by Counsellor 
Taherzadeh, members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, and Auxiliary 
Board members. 

On the final day of the conference, a 
panel discussion on various subjects of 
special interest to youth was held. 

A cable sent from the conference to 
the Universal House of Justice closed 
with these words: "ENTIRE CON
FERENCE AROSE PLEDGE DAILY 
LIFE SERVICE BAHA'u'LLAH. 
BESEECH PRAYERS CONFIRMA
TION THEIR EFFORTS." 



Alaska 
More than 60 people attended the 

Chilkat Valley Baha'i Summer School 
last July 27-August 1 in Haines, 
Alaska. 

Speakers at the school included John 
Kolstoe, chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Alaska; Guy 
Murchie, author of The Seven Mys
teries of Life and other books; and Dr. 
Khalil Khavari, a professor at the Uni
versity of Wisconsin. 

Classes were presented on the Cove
nant, the present and future challenges 

Australia 
In Wollongong, New South Wales, 

225 Baha'is gathered on the last 
weekend in August with the Hand of 
the Cause of God Collis Featherstone 
for an institute that was opened by the 
Lord Mayor of that Australian town. 

Participation by three Auxiliary 
Board members and a presentation of 
the new film "The Pilgrimage" 
brought deepened understanding and 
an intense spiritual atmosphere to de
liberations on the three-year phase of 
the Seven Year Plan. 

Zimbabwe 

Doreen Mpofu, a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Zimbabwe 
(standing in center holding child), talks 
with the approximately 50 children 
who participated last August in a Ba
ha'{ children's conference held in 
Matabeleland Province near Bula
wayo, Zimbabwe. The gathering was 
the first of a series of conferences plan-

of the Formative Age of the Faith, and 
reacting positively to stress. 

Mr. Murchie discussed some of the 
topics covered in his several published 
books, and gave a preview of a new 
book he is writing on the history of the 
Faith. 

Children and youth attended sepa
rate classes that were centered on Ba
ha'i attributes, prayer, and applying 
Baha'i principles to one's life. 

The use of dance, drama, singing, 
nature walks and crafts was included in 

The Netherlands 
The International Association for 

Religious Freedom, an 80-year-old or
ganization composed of 46 member 
groups in 20 countries, has directed its 
representatives at the United Nations 
to express concern and all member 
groups to protest the treatment of Ba
ha'is in Iran. 

A resolution in support of the Ba
ha'is in Iran was adopted by 98 of the 
99 delegates to the organization's 24th 
Triennial Congress held last July 24-29 
in The Netherlands. 

ned for children in the region. Standing 
at left is Fariborz Davoodi, a son of the 
former secretary of the National Spiri
tual Assembly of Iran who has been 
missing for almost two years. Seated 
near Mrs. Mpofu is Ann Morris, an 
88-year-old pioneer to Zimbabwe from 
the United States. 

the program for children and youth. 

A weekly Baha'i radio program, 
"The Glad Tidings," was first broad
cast last July 28 on the only radio sta
tion in Barrow, Alaska. The Barrow 
community had prayed and planned 
for years to make the program a re
ality. 

The program is heard in Barrow, the 
northernmost city on the North Amer
ican continent, and in the outlying vil
lages of the North Slope. 

The resolution cited the denial of le
gal protection to the Baha'i community 
of Iran and the record of arrests, 
abuses and executions there. 

The two Baha'is from The Nether
lands and one from Germany who were 
present as special guests of the associa
tion heard it offer a "tribute to those 
who have been martyred for their 
faith, and sympathy for their relatives, 
friends and supporters." 

Malaysia 
A nationwide two-week school vaca

tion in Malaysia in July and August al
lowed time for four highly successful 
Baha'i events: a National Youth Camp 
at Malacca that was attended by 170 
people; a Baha'i Summer School in 
Butterworth; a regional Baha'i school 
in Sabah; and another Baha'i school 
session at Port Dickson that was at
tended by 350 believers including five 
members of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors for Asia. 

During that same time, a new teach
ing plan was launched during a meeting 
between representatives of the Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies of Malaysia 
and Thailand. 

Fourteen pioneers arose during the 
meeting, and the national community 
of Malaysia resolved to meet a specific 
contributions goal by RiQvan 1982 in 
response to the June 8 letter from the 
Universal House of Justice stressing 
the urgent need to complete the Baha'i 
Houses of Worship in Samoa and In
dia. 
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WITH HEAVY HEARTS INFORM FRIENDS THROUGHOUT WORLD EIGHT MEM· 
BERS NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IRAN ARRESTED 13 DECEMBER WERE EXECUTED 
27 DECEMBER. THEY ARE: 

MR. KAMRAN SAMIMI 
MRS. ZHINUS MAHMUDI 
MR. MAHMUD MAJDHUB 
MR. JALAL AZIZI 
MR. MIHDI AMIN AMIN 
MR. SIRUS ROUSHANI 
MR. IZZATULLAH FURUHI 
MR. OUDRATULLAH ROUHANI 

FAMILIES NOT NOTIFIED OF ARRESTS, TRIAL, EXECUTIONS. BODIES BURIED 
UNCEREMONIOUSLY IN BARREN FIELD RESERVED BY GOVERNMENT FOR IN· 
FIDELS. INFORMATION DISCOVERED FORTUITOUSLY. GOVERNMENT AU· 
THORITIES TOTALLY SILENT, UNCOOPERATIVE. 
THIS HEINOUS ACT CAUSES US FEAR THAT MEMBERS PREVIOUS NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY AND TWO AUXILIARY BOARD MEMBERS WHO DISAPPEARED AU· 
GUST 1980, AS WELL AS TWO OTHERS WHOSE WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN 
OVER TWO YEARS, HAVE SUFFERED SAME FATE. NAMES THESE HEROIC DEDI· 
CATED SERVANTS BLESSED BEAUTY ARE: 
AUXILIARY BOARD MEMBERS DR. YUSIF ABBASIYAN, DR. HISHMATULLAH 
RAWHANI. NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEMBERS DR. ALiMURAD DAVUDI, MR. 
ABDUL·HUSAYN TASLIMI, MR. HUSHANG MAHMUDI, MR. IB.RAHIM RAHMANI, 
DR. HUSAYN NAJI, MR. MANUHIR OAIM·MAOAMI, MR. ATAULLAH MUOARRABI, 
MR. YUSIF OADIMI, MRS. BAHIYYIH NADIR I, DR. KAMBIZ SADIOZADIH. MEMBER 
LOCAL ASSEMBLY TEHERAN MR. RUHI RAWSHANI. PROMINENT TEACHER MR. 
MUHAMMAD MUVAHHID. 
EXEMPLARY CHARACTER THESE SELFLESS GLORIOUS SOULS SOURCE IN· 
SPIRATION TO BAHA'is OF WORLD. WHILE NOT ABLE WIN CROWN MARTYR· 
DOM LIKE PERSIAN BRETHREN, VALIANT DETACHED FRIENDS EVERY LAND 
UNDOUBTEDLY ARE ENDEAVOURING EVINCE SAME SPIRIT FOLLOW SAME 
PATH CONSECRATION DEDICATION GOD'S HOLY FAITH. WE ARE CONFIDENT 
THAT SANCTIFIED BLOOD OF THESE DESCENDANTS DAWNBREAKERS WILL 
SERVE STRENGTHEN BODY CAUSE GOD THROUGHOUT GLOBE, PRODUCE UN· 
PRECEDENTED VICTORIES TO COMPENSATE LOSSES SUSTAINED CRADLE 
FAITH. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
DECEMBER 29, 1981, 
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United States 

'Abdu'I-Baha in Baltimore 

By Allison Vaccaro 
and Edward E. Bartlett 

The Baha'i Faith was introduced in 
America at the Columbian Exposition 
in 1893, shortly after the Ascension of 
Baha'u'llah. The early pioneers to the 
U.S. were dispatched by 'Abdu'l
Baha, and it was under His guidance 
that the American Baha'i community 
was nurtured. 

Aware of the threat that Covenant
breakers posed to the fledgling Amer
ican community, and acceding to the 
imploring requests that He visit the 
western hemisphere, 'Abdu'l-Baha fi
nally decided to make such a trip. At 
the time of His western sojourn in 
1912, there were approximately 30 Lo
cal Spiritual Assemblies in North 
America. One of these was in Balti
more, Maryland. 

The Faith of Baha'u'llah was 
brought to Baltimore around the turn 
of the century. Its close proximity to 
Washington, D.C., and Philadelphia 
made Baltimore a logical target area 
for many early Baha'i teachers. 

According to the archives of the Bal
timore Baha'i community, Mrs. Isabel 
Brittingham had visited that city in 
1900 in what may have been the first 
traveling teaching trip to Baltimore. 1 

Letter to the Master 

Later, Col. Nat Ward Fitz-Gerald of 
Washington, D.C., and Mirza 'Abu'l
Fadl, who was sent to the U.S. by 'Ab
du'l-BaM, spoke at a public meeting in 
Baltimore attended by about a hundred 
people in February 1902.2 The number 
of Baha'is in the city grew, until in 
May 1909 the "Baha'i Assembly of 
Baltimore" was formed. A constitu
tion and by-laws were drafted and ap
proved, and a letter was sent to 'Ab
du'l-Baha informing Him of the ac
complishment. 

There is little doubt that the Baha'is 

in Baltimore were ecstatic about the 
news of 'Abdu'l-Baha's imminent ar
rival in their region. They were even 
more fortunate to have Him stop in 
their city; although He earlier had 
spent several weeks in nearby Wash
ington' 'Abdu'l-Baha did not visit Bal
timore until near the end of His Amer
ican sojourn. 

The news of 'Abdu'I-BaM's visit to 
America prompted lengthy and gener
ally accurate newspaper articles in the 
Baltimore newspapers. In a city noted 
for its quality journalism, having 
spawned such outstanding talent as 
H.L. Menck~n, the Baltimore Sun 
made only one major error in its re
porting. That was with respect to the 
expected date of an address by 'Ab
du'l-Baha in Baltimore. 

On April 6, 1912, five days before 
'Abdu'l-Baha's steamship berthed in 
New York harbor, the Sun papers de
clared, "'Abdu'I-Baha Coming. Son 
of Founder of Baha'i Movement to 

Lecture Here-Seeks Unity of Reli
gions-Persian Savant Also Maintains 
That There Should be Equality of the 
Sexes. "3 The article stated that 'Ab
du'l-Baha would speak on Sunday, 
April 21, at the First Independent 
Christ's Church (Unitarian). 

Six-month delay 

In his book 239 Days, Dr. Allan L. 
Ward suggests that 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
itinerary was sometimes planned on a 
day-to-day basis and that no official 
schedule was given to the American 
friends prior to His arrival in New 
York on April 11, 1912. Since 'Abdu'l
Baha spoke in Washington, D.C., on 
April 21, it can only be assumed that 
the enthusiastic Baha'is in Baltimore 
had acted somewhat presumptuously 
in their advance planning and press re
leases. 

From Washington, 'Abdu'l-Baha 
departed for Chicago and points west, 
and was not destined to reach Balti
more until more than six months later. 

On November 12, 1912, the Balti
more American heralded the long
awaited arrival: 

To Speak in Unitarian 
Church-Abdu'l-Baha, the Per
sian peace advocate, who is mak
ing a tour of the United States af
ter having been incarcerated in 
Acca, Syria, where he had been 
exiled by the Mullahs for antago
nizing the religious beliefs of his 
country, will visit Baltimore to
morrow and deliver an address at 
noon at the Unitarian church 
Charles and Franklip Streets. Ab
du'l is now in Washington after 
having completed a trip through 
the West and Southwest. He will 
leave Baltimore tomorrow night 
for New York.4 

'Abdu'l-Baha arrived by train in Bal
timore's Camden Station at 11 a.m. on 
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November 11. The entourage that ac
companied Him included Dr. Ameen 
Fareed and Mirza Ahmad Sohrab (in
terpreters), Mirza Mahmud, Mirza' Ali 
Akah, Mirza Valiollah Khan, Dr. Zia 
Bagdadi, and Saya Assadollah.l 

Press interviews 

They went at once to the Hotel Ren
nert at Saratoga. and Liberty Streets, 
where 'Abdu'I-Baha granted press in
terviews. Mahmud recorded in his 
diary, "Among those who were hon
ored with interviews was a press rep
resentative who heard a detailed dis
course regarding universal peace and 
the capacity of the United States of 
America as a nation and government to 
enforce it, which was noted for publi
cation."6 In all probability this inter
view was rhe basis for an article that 
appeared the following day in the Bal
timore American . .] 

The chapel of the Unitarian church 
where 'Abdu'l-Baha was to speak was 
packed with Johns Hopkins University 
faculty members and many local pro
fessional men. 'Abdu'l-Baha arrived 
promptly at noon and began His ad-

The Rennert Hotel at Saratoga and 
Liberty Streets in Baltimore where 
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dress in Persian without any introduc
tion. His translator was Dr. Fareed, 
who had studied previously at 10hns 
Hopkins. 'Abdu'l-Baha spoke on the 
unity of religions and the oneness of 
God: 

We declare the foundations of 
the divine religions to be one; and 
if we forsake these accidental imi
tations-by imitations we mean 
the teachings that have crept in, 
dogmas which have crept into re
ligion, and which have nothing to 
do with the foundation-then we 
have a basis for unity amongst 
the religions, then we have a 
cause or source of illumination of 
all humanity. 8 

Undaunted in his enthusiasm, a Sun
papers artist captured the animated de
livery of 'Abdu'l-Baha's talk in five 
unique sketches that appeared in the 
paper the next morning.9 Among sev
eral poses, they showed 'Abdu'l-Baha 
with upraised palms, stroking His 
beard in meditative thought, and force
fully expounding a truth with a 
sculpted left hand. The accompanying 
article observed: 

'Abdu 'I-Bahd rested upon his arrival in 
that city on November 11, 1912. 

In appearance the Persian teacher 
is a striking-looking man of 
about 70 years. He is of the aver
age height, with a strong rugged 
face covered with a short white 
beard. His cheekbones are high, 
his eyes bright and flashing. 

At the lectures he wore a robe of 
black with a triangular insert of 
light tan in front reaching from 
the hem to the neck. The long 
sleeves of the garment were turn
ed back from the strong hands. 
Distinguishing him from his es
cort was a white turban which he 
wore, from beneath which gleam
ed locks of iron gray. Members 
of his escort wore black turbans. 
As frequently happens, this event 

was accompanied by an anecdote, 
completely unsubstantiated, that has 
nevertheless been passed down through 
the oral tradition of long-standing Ba
ha'is. According to the story, two 
Catholic priests arrived late and took a 
position behind the speaker's platform 
to listen to the speech through a half
opened door. 'Abdu'l-Baha is said to 
have noticed them and closed the door! 

Mahmud wrote of the address: 
The Beloved delivered at the Uni
tarian Church of Baltimore an 
address regarding the oneness of 
the world of man, the immuta
bility of the principles of the di
vine religions and the changing of 
the social laws according to the 
demands of the time. II 
At the conclusion of the address, 

women kissed His hand and others 
tearfully greeted Him at the door of the 
chapel. Pressed by a busy schedule, 
'Abdu'l-Baha and His traveling com
panions hurried by car to the home of 
Howard Struven at 1800 N. Bentalou 
Street for a mid-afternoon meal. 

Globe-circling trip 

Present among the Baltimore believ
ers at the luncheon were Mr. and Mrs. 
Struven and Mrs. Maude Thompson 
Amendt. Mr. Struven is credited in 
God Passes By with circling, "for the 
first time in Baha'i history, the globe 
visiting on his way the Hawaiian Is
lands, Japan, China, India, and Bur
ma" with Charles Mason Remey. I2 In 
an interview given in 1966, Mr. Struven 
related that the trip took place in 1902 
and was financed by money that had 
been set aside for his college education. 



He did not attend college. but later be
came a successful businessmanY 

Mrs. Amendt had spent the morning 
walking out to a farm east of Baltimore 
to get fresh chicken for 'Abdu'l-Baha 
and thus had missed His talk at th~ 
Unitarian church. Mrs. Amendt was 
described as a stout, corseted woman. 
After the meal, • Abdu'l-Baha mo
tioned her out of the kitchen and in
vited her to sit by Him on the floor in 
the tiny living room. One can only sur
mise that there was a twinkle in His eye 
as He extended the loving invitation to 
Mrs. Amendt who declined to attempt 
such 'an improbable feat of agility .I~ 

Ursula Shuman Moore was living at 
the Struven home at the time of • Ab
du'l-Baha's visit, and it was she who 
provided the most extensive account of 
that interlude spent in the Struven 
home: 

Yesterday, the II th, he (sic) came 
over to our house in Baltimore 
and had dinner with us at our 
table! Did you ever dream that 
this would come to pass. He came 
to Baltimore about twelve 
o'clock and spoke at the Uni
tarian Church, and then they 
came out to our house and we 
had dinner for him. Many of the 
Washington believers came over 
too and many of the Baltimore 
believers came up. We had about 
55 or 54 to feed. Had a grand 
chicken dinner, with rice and 
celery, peas, ice cream and cake. 
and vegetable soup. He said we 
had given him a good dinner. a 
fine dinner, and that he ate 
much. When I brought in the big 
platter of chicken and set it be
fore Him at the table he said. 
"Oh, chicken!" and seemed to be 
much pleased with it. He said ev
erything was cooked well. We 
had him and the Persians in his 
party sit down first. 12 at the 
table, and served them, and then 
we had four relays and every 
body had something. They all 
seemed so glad to be there and 
enjoyed themselves so much. I 
was so glad for Mother could be 
near him and see him. I intro
duced Mother to him, and he 
took her hand and said "Oh, 
your Mother!" and looked at her 
very kindly. I told him she had 
been and was sick, and that we 

Above: the Baltimore Sun of Novem
ber 12, 1912. included these interesting 
sketches of 'Abdu'I-BaM with an arti
cle about His address at the Unitarian 
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Chapel. Below: Camden Station where 
the Master arrived in Baltimore and 
from where He departed by train that 
same afternoon. 
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asked that she might be well. He 
said "In Shalah." So I hope she 
will get well soon now. They did 
not stay very long, as they left on 
the (3 o'clock) train. It surely was 
a great privilege to have him in 
our house, and something that we 
will always remember Y 

It was reported by another observer 
that after the dinner, 'Abdu'l-Baha 
had a brief nap upstairs at the Struven 
house before the public meeting. 16 

Mahmud penned the Master's com
ments during that post-prandial dis
cussion: 

"Praise be to God! I see that you 
may become more enlightened 
and spiritual. When I reach the 
Holy Land I shall lay My head on 
the Threshold of the Blessed 
Tomb and with tears in my eyes I 
shall supplicate heavenly favors, 
eternal honor and everlasting 
happiness for you." 

He then left for the station. On 
the way to the station the Beloved 
embraced Mr. Struven as a kind 
father embraces a son and with 
utmost kindness He mentioned 
his services to the Cause of 
God. 17 

'Abdu'l-Baha departed from the 
Camden Station on the 3 o'clock train 
for New York City, having spent four 
hours in Baltimore. During that brief 

Following His address at the Unitarian 
Church in Baltimore, 'Abdu'I-Bahd 
had lunch at the home of Howard Stru
ven, 1800 N. Bentalou St. 
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interlude He gave interviews to the 
press, delivered a public address, and 
shared a luncheon with the friends in 
the Baltimore area. For a man of 68 
years, His energies seemed endless, and 

An exterior view of the Unitarian 
Church on Charles Street in Baltimore. 
It was here that 'Abdu'I-Bahd spoke 
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India 

Progress on the Mother Temple 

The lotus petal-shaped entrances to the 
Mother Temple of the Indian subcon
tinent began to take form last Septem
ber with the erection of temporary steel 

.:~ \ 

beams. This aerial view shows the tem
porary steel structure for three of the 
arches and several completed sections 
of the outer podium slab. By the end of 

) ~ 

September all nine sections of the outer 
podium had been concreted, and pour
ing of the first arch was scheduled for 
mid-October 1981. 
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Windward Islands 

Teaching campaign sweeps St. Lucia 

From July 27 through August 17, 
1981, the island of St. Lucia was host 
to a teaching project the depth and vi
tality of which was previously un
known in the Caribbean area. 

It was called the "Grandma Snyder 
Project" in honor of the first pioneer 
to die at her post in the Windward Is
lands. 

The three-week campaign, planned 
and carried out by the District Teach
ing Committee for St. Lucia, had no 
numerical goals. Rather, its aims were 
to teach family groups, then to re-visit 
and strengthen, deepen and consoli
date these families into Baha'i com
munities. 

The project led to the enrollment of 
464 people in the Faith. Local Spiritual 
Assemblies were formed in each of the 
desired localities, a start was made to
ward deepening these new communi
ties, and much Baha'i literature was 
distributed. 

In each area, active new believers 
were found who can help strengthen 
the community. 

Baha'is from two countries and 
seven Caribbean islands partici
pated-nine from the United States, 
one from Canada, one from Barbados, 
two from Dominica, one from Gre
nada, one from Guadeloupe, two from 
Martinique, two from St. Vincent, and 
more than 20 from the host island, St. 
Lucia. 

Goal areas covered 

The project was divided into two 
main theatres of operation-one in the 
South, centered in LaFargue, and the 
other in the North, centered in Cas
tries. Arrangements were made at each 
center for food preparation and clean
up so that projecteers would not be 
burdened with those chores. Transpor
tation was provided, and each center 
had a vehicle at its disposal. 
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David Yamartino, a pioneer from the 
United States to St. Lucia, teaches in 
Periot during the 'Grandma Snyder' 
teaching project last July and August. 

Baha'is with direct teaching ex
perience were paired with those who 
had no such experience, and since most 
people in St. Lucia speak Patois (a 
French dialect), a youth who speaks 
Patois was assigned to most teams. 

The North teams were assigned goal 
areas that included Barre Denis, Ci
ceron, Marchand, Bexon, Forrestiere 
and Baboneau. The South teams were 
assigned to Bellevue, Perrot, Augier 
and Opicion. 

The plan for each area was simple: 
visit and teach for one entire day, visit 
again the next half-day, one-half day 
of rest, and then on to the next area. 
Each area was to receive four and one
half days of visits during the project. 
The communities of Barre Denis, For
restiere, Baboneau and Bellevue were 
to elect Spiritual Assemblies. 

Although St. Lucia is a relatively 
small island (population 140,(00), each 
community is a separate entity with its 

own traditions, ethnic makeup, and, in 
most cases, a dominant religious back
ground, usually Catholic or Anglican. 

The people of the island are gener
ous in nature and generally receptive to 
the Message of the Faith. Teaching in 
Barre Denis (a remote country village) 
and Marchand (a community within 
the city of Castries) was especially suc
cessful. There were many declarations 
in Barre Denis including 18 in one 
family. 

Pra~er. deepening stressed 

The real surprise, however, was 
~archand, a generally poor and 
crowded community, where more than 
70 people declared their belief in Baha
'u'llah. 

There was some opposition to the 
campaign, notably in Bexon and For
restiere. In Bexon, the people were told 
that this was a part of the "Jim Jones 
cult," and teaching in that community 
was difficult. In Forrestiere, a minister 
told his congregation that anyone be
coming a Baha'i would have to move 
off church land. The church owns 
many houses in that town. Neverthe
less, a Spiritual Assembly was formed 
in Forrestiere. 

In every area, an attempt was made 
to encourage families to pray and 
deepen together. This effort was gen
erally regarded as highly successful. 

A prayer book was given to each new 
believer, and a copy of The New Gar
den was given to good readers. Others 
received a copy of "Day of Peace," a 
graphic presentation of the life of 
Baha'u'llah. Plans were made by the 
District Teaching Committee to follow 
up with regular study classes in each 
community. 

The Feast of Kamal (August I) was 
held in Castries with 53 believers pres
ent, many from Marchand. The Feast 
of Asma (August 20) was held in Barre 



Denis with 16 adults and youth and 
many children attending. At this Feast, 
a contribution was given by the Barre 
Denis community to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Windward 
Islands, one indication that, for the 
first time, there are new believers on 
the island who not only say, "Yes, I 
want to be a Baha'i," but who also are 
willing to participate in the affairs of 
the Faith. 

The final day of the Grandma Sny
der project witnessed an all-island 
teaching conference. A large bus was 
hired to bring the friends from the 
southern part of the island, and about 
60 Baha'is attended. Classes were held 
on "Baha'i Community Life," "The 
Fund," and "Teaching Your Family 
and Neighbors." 

The idea of a religion without clergy 
was emphasized, and many believers 
left impressed that they could actually 
have an active role to play in building 
the new World Order. Many teaching 
and deepening pamphlets were avail
able at no cost, and everyone left with 
aids to help them teach their families 
and friends. 

Three generations of new Baha'is in 
one family pose with some of the Ba
hO'i teachers in Opecion, St. Lucia. 

Martin Devoux, a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Wind-

ward Islands, explains enrollment pro
cedures in Periot, St. Lucia. 

Baha'i teachers take a break for lunch 
in Opecion, St. Lucia. 
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Bophuthatswana 

Friends gather at historic 
first National Convention 

\ 

The historic first National Conven
tion of the Baha'is of Bophuthatswana 
was held last May 1 -3 at the Lapola
gong School library in Montshiwa. 

Friends from throughout the region 
including 13 from Botswana and others 
from South Africa and Lesotho came 
to witness the election of the first Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Bophu
thatswana. 

The Universal House of Justice was 
represented at the Convention by the 
Hand of the Cause of God John Ro
barts who, with his wife Audrey, had 
pioneered to this area from Canada in 
the 1950s. 

Mr. Robarts read the message to the 
Baha'is of the world from the Univer
sal House of Justice as well as its mes
sage to the Baha'is of Bophuthats
wana. 

The new Plan, it was learned, calls 
for wide expansion of the Faith in that 
country. There are to be 35 Local Spiri
tual Assemblies and 150 localities in 

The members of the first National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Bophuthatswana are (standing left to 
right) Alan Moore (treasurer), Jane 
Khunou, Stephen Lekhonkhobe, Stan
lake Kukama, Cornelius Khunou (vice
chairman), Wright Lekhonkhobe, 
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which Baha'is reside. In the next three 
years, eight, five and five Spiritual As
semblies, respectively (making a total 
of 18) are to be deepened to the point 
of functioning on their own. 

The balance of the goals for the sec
ond phase of the Seven Year Plan were 
equally challenging. Each of them was 
consulted on by the body of delegates 
to give the new National Assembly a 
direction and sense of the country's 
feelings. 

More than 100 of the friends were 
present on the opening day of the Con
vention when the report from the Bo
phuthatswana Teaching Committee 
was given. 
thrilling news that the locality goal for 
the first phase of the plan had been 
won and the Assembly goal of 30 sur
passed, with 34 Assemblies having 
been formed as of May 1. 

Later that evening it was announced 
that a 35th Assembly was formed, 

Judy Worth (recording secretary), and 
(kneeling left to right) Steve Worth 
(corresponding secretary), Ephens 
Senne (chairman). The first National 
Convention of Bophuthatswana was 
held May 1-3, 1981. 

thereby winning the minimum goal as
signed for the second phase of the 
Seven Year Plan. 

The delegates voted Saturday after
noon in an atmosphere of prayer and 
reverence for the first National Spiri
tual Assembly of Bophuthatswana. 

The results of the balloting were 
made known Sunday morning, when 
chief teller Lally Khoatsane read the 
names of the members of the new Na
tional Assembly: Cornelius Khunou, 
Jane Khunou, Stanlake Kukama, 
Stephen Lekhonkhobe, Wright Lek
honkhobe, Alan Moore, Ephens 
Senne, Judy Worth, Steve Worth. 

The new National Spiritual Assem
bly met May 10 and elected its officers: 
Ephens Senne, chairman; Cornelius 
Khonou, vice-chairman; Steve Worth, 
secretary; Alan Moore, treasurer; Judy 
Worth, recording secretary. 

One of the highlights of the Conven
tion was a Saturday evening session 
with the Hand of the Cause and Mrs. 
Robarts who reminisced about their 
years as pioneers in the area and mar
veled at the many changes and achieve
ments made since the 1950s. 

Mr. Robarts also spoke about his 
memories of Haifa and of the beloved 
Guardian, Shoghi Effendi. The Guar
dian, he said, often mentioned his 
great love for Africa. 

Also on Saturday evening, Lowell 
Johnson, secretary of the parent Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of South and 
West Africa, presented slides and films 
showing Bophuthatswana's Baha'i his
tory. 

Mr. Robarts addressed the Conven
tion a second time on Sunday morning, 
saying among other things that Mrs, 
Lucretia Molema (the widow of the 
late Dr. Molema, the fITst indigenous 
Baha'i in Mafikeng) had declared her 
belief in Baha'u'Uab and signed a dec
laration card on April 19, 1981. Mrs. 
Molema was given a standing ovation 
as she and her daughter Warata and 
several other Baha'i members of her 
family came to the front of the hall, 

The remainder of the Convention 
was devoted to consultation on the 
goals of the second phase of the Seven 
Year Plan. Everyone left with a re
newed sense of dedication and devo
tion, knowing that the Baha'i commu
nity of Bophuthatswana is in the safe 
hands of its new National Spiritual As
sembly. 



Australia 

House of Worship sees 20th anniversary 

The Hand of the Cause of God H. 
Collis Featherstone was among those 
who participated last September 11-13 
in ceremonies marking the 20th anni
versary of the dedication of the Baha'i 
House of Worship in Sydney, Aus
tralia. 

The observance began with an eve
ning reception in Assembly Hall at the 
House of Worship. The following day 
was devoted to talks about the 
Mashriqu'l-Adhklh as a divinely
ordained Institution, and reminis
cences by many of those who were in
volved in the formative days of the 
Temple in Australia. 

Mr. Featherstone inspired the au
dience with the imperative necessity of 
seizing every opportunity to .use that 

wonderful building as a teaching me
dium at this crucial time as did those 
who were involved 20 years ago. 

On Sunday, a special public service 
was well attended by Baha'is and their 
guests. It was followed by a buffet 
luncheon served on the grounds. 

One week later the anniversary cele
bration was culminated with a tree 
planting ceremony at the House of 
Worship by the Men of the Trees. . 

The ceremony was supervised by the 
founder of the movement, Dr. Richard 
St. Barbre Baker, who is a Baha'i. The 
world renowned silviculturist and 
author, who is ·92 years old, was re
turning from a trip to China, Africa 
and Great Britain. 

Richard St. Barbre Baker (center), a 
Bahti'f who is founder of the world
wide organization known as The Men 
of the Trees,' is shown during a tree
planting ceremony last September that 
was a part of the 20th anniversary ob
servance of the dedication of the Ba
ha'f House of Worship near Sydney, 
Australia. 
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New Zealand 

Radio program on Faith is broadcast 

The following article is the text of a 
radio script prepared on behalf of the 
Baha'{ Public Relations Committee of 
.Vew Zealand. It was broadcast last Oc
tober 10 in that country as one of a 
series of programs entitled "What's 
New in the World of Religion." 

• 
New Zealand has recently been going 

through a period of social and political 
ferment. The recent Springbok tour 
(by a South African rugby team-ed.), 
the forthcoming elections, high unem
ployment and rampant inflation have 
all contributed to this ferment. 

Many New Zealanders have been 
quick to apportion blame for the trou
bles. It is either the government, the 
unions, a militant minority, or some 
other group which is responsible. 

Where do Baha'is stand? Do we 
have an official viewpoint on playing 
rugby with South Africa, on who to 
vote for, on how to deal with the 
unions, on how to stop food prices go
ing up? 

People are often surprised and dis
appointed to learn that Baha'is do not 
have official positions on any of these 
matters-and that, moreover, we are 
forbidden to voice our personal feel
ings on controversial matters, even to 
each other. 

This prohibition goes back to the be
ginnings of our Faith. Baha'u'llah 
Himself wrote: "Dispute not with any
one concerning the things of this world 
and its affairs, for God hath aban
doned them to such as have set their af
fections upon them." (Gleanings, 
eXXVIII) 

Shoghi Effendi, the Guardian of the 
Faith, insisted that Baha'is should 
shun politics "like the plague"; be obe
dient to whatever government was in 
power wherever they resided; and 
never side with or denounce political 
figures in their public utterances. (Di
rectives nos. 149, 150, 151, 152, 153) 
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Little wonder, then, that many who 
are genuinely concerned about the fu
ture of New Zealand, and indeed of the 
world, could easily conclude that Ba
ha'is are simply not interested in 
"real" problems. 

Such a conclusion is far from the 
truth. Baha'is are indeed concerned 
about the condition mankind finds it
self in, and we do want to change it. 

But the Baha'i approach is funda
mentally at variance with the prevailing 
one of individual governments seeking 
short-term palliatives to individual 
problems besetting their country, with
out any integration into a global eco
nomic or social plan. 

Baha'is are not interested in offering 
a series of specific answers to the cur
rent problems facing any particular na
tion. Nor QO they wish to become in
volved in divisive political wrangling 
between political parties, much of 
which involves destructive personal 
criticism of others, and self-praise. 

It is a fundamental Baha'i belief that 
mankind was created by God to know 
Him and to worship Him, and that the 
sole aim of our lives should be to learn 
how to know and worship God. 

It is also fundamental to the Baha'i 
approach that we know God only 
through His Manifestations; that 
Baha'u'llah is the latest Manifestation 
of God, Whose writings reveal God's 
purpose for mankind in this age. 

We worship God, Baha'u'llah tells 
us, not only by prayer-although it is 
important-but also by our deeds, by 
being obedient to God's instructions. 

Baha'u'llah tells us that, in this age 
which marks the "coming of age" of 
mankind, God has given us twin re
sponsibilities. 

Our first responsibility is to develop 
in ourselves those qualities that bring 
us spiritually closer to God, and that 
benefit our eternal souls in all the 
worlds of God. These qualities include 

justice, truthfulness, kindliness to 
others, humility, patience and detach
ment from worldly desires. All of the 
Manifestations of God have reaffirmed 
their importance. 

Our second responsibility, as Ba
ha'is, is the spiritualization of man
kind. We can achieve this both by our 
shining example to others, as indivi
duals and communities, and by spread
ing the Baha'i teachings. 

Until the spiritual condition of the 
human race as a whole is fundamen
tally changed, Baha'is believe, there 
can be no lasting change for the better 
in its material affairs: "The well-being 
of mankind, its peace and security, are 
unattainable unless and until its unity 
is firmly established." (The World Or
der of Baha'u'lIdh, p. 203) 

But once the world is governed by 
justice, kindliness, truthfulness, and all 
the other divine virtues which Baha
'u'llah upholds, material benefits will 
surely follow. 

Baha'u'llah declares: "The fear of 
God hath ever been a sure defense and 
a safe stronghold for all peoples of the 
world. It is the chief cause of the pro
tection of mankind, and the supreme 
instrument for its preservation." (Tab
lets of Bahd'u'lIdh, p. 63) Baha'u'llah 
emphatically stated that the union of 
mankind into one world common
wealth is ordained by God, and that 
nothing will stop it. (Gleanings, eVIl 
and eX). 

It is clearly taking place right now, tn 
a painful and tumultuous way. Before 
too long the political unification of the 
world will be completed. (Wellspring 
of Guidance, p. 133) 

The process of breathing life into 
this world commonWealth, of creating 
true unity and spirituality, based on 
Divine principles and the fear of God, 
is our task as Baha'is. This is the work 
to which we must devote all our 
energy. 



Tonga 

Baha'i funeral proclaims the Faith 

A lovely and memorable proclama
tion of the Faith was made recently at 
the funeral of a well-known Baha'i in 
Tonga. 

Although other Baha'i funerals have 
been conducted there, this one was 
unique in that it was attended by more 
than 500 non-Baha'is including gO\
ernment officials and members of the 
noble class. 

On Saturday, July 18,1981, 60-year
old Tevita Soakai passed away after a 
long: illness in the \'illage of Havelu
loto, near the capital of Nuku'alofa. 

\1r. Soakai had become a Baha'i in 
1961 in his home village of Felemea in 
the Ha'apai islands. At that time he 
was a government primary school 
teacher. 

He soon became an active proponent 
of the Faith, teaching ardently as he 
was moved in his profession from one 
island to another in the Ha'apai group. 
Later he was a member of the founding 
class of the Government Teacher 
Training College in Nuku'alofa, set
tling then on the main island of Ton
gatapu, At the time of his retirement 
Mr, Soakai was head teacher at the 
Nuku'alofa Government Primary 
School, the largest primary school in 
Tonga. For many years, up to the time 
of his death, he was a member of the 
Spiritual Assembly of Haveluloto. 

Well-respected beliefs 

In Tonga, funerals are important 
events involving one's whole clan 
(kainga), and the arrangements are 
overseen by the 'ulumotu'a, the highest 
ranking member of the kainga. 

In the past this has sometimes led to 
difficulties when the 'ulumotu'a and 
other close relatives of deceased Ba
ha'is have been staunch church mem
bers and did not want a Baha'i funeral 
to be conducted. 

In this case, however, the Baha'is 
were called upon to conduct the ser-

\'ice, e\en though \1r, Saokai'~ wife 
and other family members were not 
Baha'is, since his beliefs were weJl
known and respected by other~, and e~
pecially since it was seen that the local 
Baha'is continually visited him during 
his long illness. 

The funeral, held Sunday, July 19, 
was attended by many fellow school 
teachers and members of the Educa
tion Department. As Mr.Soakai was 
closely related to the noble Fielakepa 
and Tu'i Ha'angana families, Fiela
kepa and his ceremonial attendant, 
and the widow of the late Tu'i Ha'an
gana and other members of that family 
also were present. 

The service included Baha'i prayers. 
readings from the Writings, and a talk 

Shown at the funeral cf !'evita Soakai, 
held July 19, 1981, at Haveluloto, Ton
gatapu Island, Tonga, are (standing 
left to right) Mrs. Ema Heimuli (mem
ber of the Local Spiritual Assembly). 
Sione Tuitahi (assistant secretary of the 
lV'ational Spiritual Assembly), 1I0a Piu 
(treasurer of the National Spiritual As
sembly), Dr. Steve Garrigues (chair
man of the National Spiritual Assem-

or. :hc Baha'i teachJng~ on the progress 
of :he soul after death. The vast au
dience listened attentively to a1l that 
\\2.' ~aid. and many commented after
ward about how beautiful the funeral 
\\ as. and how unusual it was in not be
ing mournful or gloomy. 

After the final prayer for the dead, 
the noble Fielakepa and the 'ulumotu'a 
each presented a brief eulogy of Mr. 
Soakai and thanked the Baha'is for 
condJcting such a beautiful funeral. 

In this way the \1e~sage of Baha
. u 'llah was brought to many people in
cluding government officials and 
nobles who otherwise would not easily 
ha\e been approached, a lovely and fit
ting memorial to Tevita Soakai. 

bly), lsi/eli Kaho (member of the Local 
Spiritual Assembly), Mrs. Siteli Tau
falele (member of the Local Spiritual 
Assembly), Mrs. Mele Pateta (member 
of the Local Spiritual Assembly), Sione 
Taufalele (member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly), and Pekoni Paasi 
(member of the National Spiritual As
sembly). More than 500 non-Baha'is 
attended the funeral. 
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The world 

Faith praised by Irish Labour Minister 

The Baha'i community of the Re
public of Ireland was praised by the 
\1inister of Labour and the Public Ser
vice during an address last October 7 
that was read on his behalf at the open
ing of the national Baha'i Exhibition in 
Bray, County Wicklow. 

"For over 100 years," the Minister 
observed, "your community has 
striven to achieve the unity of man
kind, to promote world peace and 

Bermuda 
More than 30 Baha'is and their 

guests attended the first Baha'i sum
mer school in Bermuda last September 
4-6, fulfilling a goal given to the newly 
formed National Spiritual Assembly of 
Bermuda by the Universal House of 
Justice. 

Classes covered Baha'i history, ad
ministration and laws. The program in
cluded a presentation on recent events 
in Iran entitled "Baha'i Heritage." 

More than 25 non-Baha'is attended 
an evening public meeting and barbe
cue held during the summer school ses
sion. 

One of those who attended that 
meeting was Bermuda's only opera 
star, mezzo-soprano Joy Blackett, who 
accepted the Faith the following eve
ning. 

Spain 
Members of 26 Baha'i communities 

in Spain participated in a recent na
tionaI Baha'i school in VaUadolid, the 
first for the north-central region of the 
country. 

The 103 persons attending included 
representatives from Portugal and Ger
many, and seven seekers, two of whom 
enrolled in the Faith. 
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world order ... the de\'e]opment (I' 

spiritual qualities ... the eradication 
of prejudice, superstition and other im
pediment~ to human progress and the 
achievement of a balance between the 
material and spiritual aspects of 
life ... 

"Long before it was fashionable to 
do so," he continued, "(you) advo
cated the full application of equal 
rights, opportunities and privileges to 

Six hundred dollars to aid the United 
Nations-sponsored International Year 
of Disabled Persons (IYDP) was raised 
during a dinner last November 8 at the 
Baha'i National Center in Bermuda. 
The event was sponsored by the Na-

t-'~:;-j men and women." 
He indicated that he and his col

leagues were following closely the 
:realment of Baha'is in Iran, having 
ex.:hanged information and views on 
the subject with their partners in the 
European community who are equally 
concerned. 

The exhibition in Bray was attended 
by three members of the Irish Parlia
ment and se\'eral local dignitaries. 

tional Spiritual Assembly of Bermuda. 
Eunice Jones, the IYDP coordinator 
for Bermuda, accepts a check on be
half of the Bahd'i community of Ber
muda from Marvin Brock (left) and 
F.rank Esposito. 



South and West Africa 

Shown are the 41 pioneers who at
tended a Pioneer Institute last July 
25-26 in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

The Netherlands 
A proposal by the National Spiritual 

Assembly of The Netherlands for re
classification of the Faith in European 
libraries has been adopted by the Fede
ration Internationale de Documenta
tion in its Universal Decimal Classifi
cation. This system is used by 5,000 li
braries, technical journals and ab
stracting services throughout Europe. 

The new listing, which appeared in 
the Federation's April 1981 publica
tion, corrects a prior misleading listing 
for the Faith under two separate num
bers and introduces the proper term, 
"Baha'i Faith," for the first time. 

The Baha'i entry is now found under 
the general number 298, "Younger Re
ligions and Religious Movements." 
There is now one number, 298.8, for 
"Babism: Baha'i Faith." 

The April publication from the Fe
deration was published in 11 lan
guages, including Japanese. The Uni
versal Decimal Classification devel
oped by the Federation dates from an 
international bibliographic conference 
in Brussels, Belgium, in 1895, and is 
used today throughout the European 
continent. 

The two-day institute, sponsored by 
the Pioneer Committee of the National 
Spiritual Assemb(v of South and West 

India 

Shown here are members of the Spiri
tual Assembly of Tiruchirapa/li, Tamil 

More than 90 Baha'is, 60 of whom 
traveled from remote villages, attended 
a deepening institute last September 11 
at the Kanpur Baha'i Center in India's 
Uttar Pradesh province. 

The institute featured original plays 
illustrating Baha'i social and moral 
concepts and was presented in full cos
tume and makeup. The plays, in the 
Hindi language and accompanied by 

Africa, drew believers from South Af
rica, Bophuthatswana, Venda, Ciskei 
and Transkei. 

Nadu, a city located in southern India. 

songs, were presented in the manner of 
folk tales. 

"Drama, " said Auxiliary Board 
member F. Daliri, "was the most excit
ing part of the program and made the 
conference memorable." 

The players have offered to perform 
their original dramas at another con
ference in the near future. 
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Hawaii 

Baha'i's from all parts of Hawaii 
helped put the finishing touches on this 
Baha'i' float that was awarded first 
place in the non-commercial division 
of Hawaii's 1981 'Aloha Week' pa
rade. The Baha'{ entry also won the 
.Mayor's A ward in the parade. Covered 
with some 40,000 mums, marigolds 
and other flowers, the float was de
signed by a member of the Baha'{ com
munity of Honolulu; its construction 
was directed b}! a believer from j'Vai
anae, Hawaii. The parade, held Sep
tember 26, was seen by hundreds of 
thousands along the parade route and 
on television. It was also covered by 
Japanese and French TV stations. 

Norway - . 
A group of seven traveling tea.:her~ 

from Denmark, Norway and the Unit
ed States proclaimed the Faith last July 
26-August 10 during a week-long 
gathering of 3,000 Christians from 
throughout Scandinavia and a week
long European jazz festival, both of 
which were held in Molde, Norway. 

Arriving at the Baha'i National Cen
ter in Oslo. five young American Ba
ha'is were directed to Molde, a town 
300 miles north of Oslo, where they 
were joined by a traveling teacher from 
Denmark and another from Norway. 

The group set up a BaM'i informa
tion booth that served as their head
quarters during the teaching effort. 

The believers found that demon
strating their love, unity and devotion 
to the Faith made a far greater impres
sion on the people than any other form 
of teaching. Many people learned to 
understand and respect the Faith dur
ing this proclamation effort. 

Austria 

"The Dawnbreakers," a Baha') 
musical group from Austria, appeared 
in concert last July in Steyr, Austria, to 
support a self-help group of disabled 
people and their families. 

In the audience of 330 was the ob
server representing the Austrian Baha'i 
community at the Vienna office of the 
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This group of traveling teachers pro
claimed the Faith during a two-week 
project July 26-August 10 in Molde, 
Norway. Participants in the project are 
(front row left to right) Paree Sobhani 
and Sherine Sobhani from the United 
States and Kari Lem from Norway, 
and (back row left to right) Holger 
Karsbak from Denmark, Shahraum 
Sobhani, John Bower and Eric Man
del, all from the U.S. 

United Nations Information Service 
who gave an informative talk on the 
International Year of the Disabled. 

"The Dawnbreakers" ha"ve planned 
a series of benefit concerts in the nine 
provincial capitals of Austria with the 
proceeds to go to organizations made 
up of disabled persons. 

Zambia 
The ]\;ational Teaching Committee 

of Zambia planned for Baha'i partici
pation again last year in many of the 
country's agricultural shows. 

From May through August, regional 
teaching committees, Local Spiritual 
Assemblies and individual BaM'is 
helped proclaim the Faith at shows in 
12 areas of the country. 

After examining a copy of the book 
All Things Made New that was pre
sented to him by the Spiritual Assem
bly of Kitwe, Zambia, and the Copper
belt Regional Teaching Committee, 
Prime Minister Nalumino Mundia 
commented, "This is wonderful." 

In 1980, the Faith was proclaimed 
through Baha'i booths at IO provincial 
and local agricultural shows in various 
parts of Zambia. 

Sri Lanka 
Two of the Seven Year Plan goals as

signed to Sri Lanka, "opening the is
lands of Delft and Mannar," have al
ready been won with the formation of 
three Local Assemblies on Delft and 
one on Mannar, prompting the Natio
nal Spiritual Assembly of Sri Lanka to 
ask for approval from the Universal 
House of Justice to adopt two other 
small islands as goals for opening dur
ing the second phase of the Plan. 



Pakistan 
Seventy youth from Karachi and Hy

derabad, Pakistan, attended a weekly 
deepening session last September in 
Karachi that featured youth as teachers 
for morning and afternoon c1asse~ that 
focused on a variety of Baha'i-related 
subjects. 

Also in September, a two-month 
teaching trip to the Punjab area of the 
country was made by Syed Mahmud li
lani on behalf of the National Teaching 
Committee of Pakistan. 

Mr. lilani visited the cities of Mul
tan. Khanewal, Gujrat, Sahiwal and 
Lahore, meeting with the believers and 
visiting non-Baha'i acquaintances. 

He later reported to the National 
Teaching Committee that there are op
portunities for pioneers to settle in the 
Punjab and for the formation of new 
Local Assemblies there. 

Another recent teaching trip was 
made to Peshawar, Charsada, Nau
shehra and Kohat by Mr. S. Najmi, his 
wife and daughter. 

In Peshawar, they taught a chil
dren's class and held an informal fire
side with four seekers. 

In the other cities, they presented 
Baha'i literature to leaders of thought 
and donated Baha'i books to local li
braries. The family reported a warm 
reception wherever they went on their 
teaching trip. 

Meanwhile, the Faith was proclaim
ed to teachers, professors, government 
education officials and students at Sind 
University during a Baha'i proclama
tion week September 1O-J7 in Hyder
abad. The friends arranged for a mail
ing of Baha'i literature to all of the 
government high schools in-the Hyder
abad district. 

More than 70 youth from seven cities 
in Sind Province attended a youth 
deepening program September 25-26 in 
Hyderabad, during which classes were 
conducted by the youth themselves. 

Classes were held on the history of 
the Faith, its development in Pakistan, 
and non-involvement in politics. Even
ing workshop sessions discussed the 
Writings of Baha'u'llah. 

The local Baha'i Ladies Committee 
of Karachi organized a public meeting 
in memory of the renowned Baha'i 
poetess, Tahirih. Invitations were sent 
to writers and poets in Karachi, and 

many non-Baha'is were in the audi
ence. 

A Baha'i speaker discussed the life 
of the poetess, and a non-Baha'i guest 
who is editor of a periodical in Pakis
tan spoke on "Tahirih the Pure." 

Seventy-three people from 15 cities 

Bolivia 
Baha'{ artist A~rredo Loaiza displays 
one of his oil paintings, part of a recent 
exhibit of his works in Cochabamba, 
Bolivia, that was sponsored by the 
Spiritual Assembly of Cochabamba. 
Mr. Loaiza, a well known artist from 
Potosi, Bolivia, often discusses the 
Faith and its influence on his work dur
ing newspaper and television inter
views. He openly attributes his inspira
tion to the Cause. 

Eighty adults, youth and children 
gathered jor a recent week-long Baha'{ 
Summer School in Villa Moscu, Bo-

Two hundred-sixty people, Baha'is 
and their Aymara-speaking guests, at
tended a Baha'i conference last Sep
tember 5-6 in Mojlli, an Indian area of 
Cochabamba, Bolivia, during which 
the local Ba~iratu'I-Quds was dedi
cated. 

Another conference, held September 
8-10 in Sucre, was attended by 200 peo
ple including Continental Counsellor 

in Pakistan attended the annual Baha'i 
Summer School held September 18-20 
in Rawalpindi. Participants included 
two Auxiliary Board members. 

Classes were held on the Central Fig
ures of the Faith. prayer, teaching, Ba
ha'i laws. and the Seven Year Plan. 

livia. Among those present was Coun
sellor Athos Costas. 

Athos Costas. 

Mr. Costas said he was impressed by 
the nature of the consultation and by 
the fact that the Indian friends came on 
foot or paid for their own transpor
tation. 

Entertainment at that conference 
was provided by four Indian singing 
groups. 
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Nicobar Islands 

This recently completed local lja?,
{ratu'I-Quds in the village of Laksh
minagar, Nicobar Islands, was built 
entirely by members of the local Bahd'{ 
community there. A state teaching 
committee under the National Spiritual 
Assembly of India has been given the 
goal of raising up at least 20 Local 
Spiritual Assemblies in the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands, which are in the 
Bay of Bengal. The establishment of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands with its 
seat at Port Blair is a goal of the Seven 
Year Plan. 

Tanzania 
A cabled message from Tanzania to 

the World Centre on October 26 tells 
of the formation of an entire Baha'i 
village called Busimu in Ukerewe Is-

Some of the participants in the first 
Tamil-language Baha'i summer school 
in Malaysia held last April 3D-May 3 at 
Port Dickson prepare food for the 250 
people who attended the school. One 
hundred-ninety people attended a sec
ond summer school in July and August 
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land of Lake Victoria. 
Lake Victoria lies in east central Af

rica and borders Tanzania, Kenya and 
Uganda. 

at Butterworth. The Tamil-speaking 
believers were so inspired by the two 
schools that they set a goal of enrolling 
at least 600 new Baha'is during thefirst 
half of the second phase of the Seven 
Year Plan. 

Uganda 
Two Baha'i primary schools, estab

lished in Uganda in 1961 and operated 
by the Baha'is until 1967 when they 
were taken over by the former govern
ment, are once again coming under the 
direction of Baba'is. 

More than 1,000 people including 
Continental Counsellor Kolonario 
Oule attended a program last August 
22 at the Odusai School in Tororo, 
Uganda. Prominent residents express
ed their support for the school. 

In his welcoming address, the 
school's headmaster described the re
turn of the Baha'is to renovate, de
velop and support the school after the 
unofficial ban on the activities of the 
Faith in Uganda was lifted in April 
1979 as something "received as cor
dially as a farmer receives rain clouds 
after a long drought." 

In Tilling, Ngora, the delegation vis
iting that Baha'i primary school in
cluded Counsellor Oloro Epyeru. 

The believers consulted with the 
management committee and the head
master. They noted that the buildings 
are strong but in need of renovation. 

That evening, the headmaster served 
dinner to the Baha'i delegation. After
ward, about 200 believers arrived for a 
special ~Iide presentation. 
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Nigeria 

Three hundred-fifty students at the 
Federal Government College in Kano, 
Nigeria, attended a recent musical pro
gram that featured Miss Tim Reed, a 
visiting Baha'i from Alaska. 

Because the Kano believers had pre
viously introduced the Faith to the col
lege president, they were able to ar
range the musical program on short 
notice. 

Miss Reed's ability to sing in Eng
lish, Yoruba, Chinese and the Navajo 
languages delighted the audience. A 
short song sung in the Hausa language 
was especially well received. 

In all, the students enjoyed 30 min
utes of songs by Miss Reed and par
ticipated in a sing-along. 

Shown here are some of the partici
pants in the first Baha'i' Youth Con
ference ever held in eastern Nigeria. 
Among the teachers at the conference, 
held April 9-12 at the Afikpo District 
Baha'{ Center in Ndibe Village, was 
Auxiliary Board member Paul Alu 
(standing at far right). 

The three members of a Baha'{ teach
ing team (right) talk with village youth 
during the Youth Conference held last 
April 9-12 at Ajikpo, 1mo State, Ni
geria. Four such teaching teams orga
nized during the conference visited vil
lages and compounds near the confer
ence site. 

About 50 people attended the dedi
cation last August 30 of the new 
lJa;[ratu'I-Quds in .4papa, Nigeria, 
Fred Assam, a member of the National 

The Baha'i communities of Nigeria 
and Ghana have begun to exchange 
traveling teachers. 

The first Baha'i from Ghana to 
spend a month teaching in Nigeria is 
Edward Larbi, a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Ghana, 

United Kingdom 
Two hundred-thirty Baha'is parti

cipated July 25 in the first national 
Baha'i Women's Conference in the 
United Kingdom, held in Manchester, 
England. 

Gathering at the Manchester Insti
tute of Science and Religion, the par
ticipants studied the lives of well 
known Baha'i women and ways in 
which women can more fully develop 
their potential as envisaged by • Abdu '1-
BaM. 

Swaziland 
On July 22, 1981, the occasion of his 

diamond jubilee, His Majesty King 
Sobhuza II of Swaziland was given a 
beautifully illuminated scroll bearing 
several quotations from the Writings 
of BaM'u'lIah on the subject of kings 
and kingship by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Swaziland. 

Spiritual Assembly of Nigeria, is seated 
secondfrom right (with dark glasses) in 
the \'econd row, Apapa is near Lagos, 
The capiTal of ;\'igeria. 

who arri\ed in Lagos in December 
1980, 

A member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Nigeria will reciprocate by 
teaching in Ghana for one month this 
year. 

Nicaragua 

This spacious, well-located building in 
Bluefields. Nicaragua, was dedicated 
last June as a lJaziratu'I-Quds, fulfill
ing a goal of the Seven Year Plan. Con
tinental Counsellor Artemus Lamb was 
among the believers present for the 
dedication of the building, which will 
serve as a regional Baha'{ Center for 
Nicaragua's eastern seaboard, known 
as the Miskito Coast. 
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Iran 

Eyewitness accounts of martyrdoms 

"The Lnhoersal House of Justice 
feels it is propitious at this juncture to 
share with the Baha'is throughout the 
world glimpses of the current events 
taking place in the Cradle of the Faith. 
which movingly depict the devotion. 
sacrifice. and steadfastness of the dear 
friends in that land." (From a letter to 
all National Spiritual Assemblies dated 
Jul~ 19. 1981) 

• 
Summary frans/arion of a report on 

[he /{fe and martrrdom oflvhr-Asadu', 
IIdh Mukh[dn~ a pioneer in [he village 
of Andnin near Bfrjand, Khurdsdn, 
written by .\fawhibaru 'lldh Hd '( 

Mr. Mukht.hi was a descendant of 
several generations of Baha'is in Khu
rasan. His parents, Mir-Mukhtar and 
Shikkar, were born and brought up in 
the village of Qal'ih-Kuh. They had 
seven sons. and Mr. Mukhtari was the 
sixth one. He was born during Ayyam
i-Ha in B.E. 66 (1910), was raised and 
married in this village, and in the year 
1325 (l946} pioneered with his family 
to the village of Andrun. 

He was a determined, brave, well
built, medium-sized man of profound 
humility. I met him several times in the 
village. He always admonished his chil
dren to do good deeds and show forth 
kindly behavior so as to be an example 
to non-Baha'is. Asadu'llah's character 
and way of life were exemplary. and he 
was very generous. 

I remember hearing several stories 
about him. For example, one day Asa
du'llah gave a sack of wheat to a needy 
person and when this poor man was 
taking his wheat to the mill to be 
ground, villagers from the neighboring 
town of Shirk, whose people are all 
well known for their aggressive and 
cruel behavior toward, and intense 
hatred for, the Baha'is, tried to pick a 
fight with this man and to snatch his 
wheat away from him. Asadu'lIah, 

His steadfastness made the 
crowd even angrier .... Some
one else suggested that the~o burn 
him aliYe. Asadu'lhih said, 'I 
haw some beautiful logs in m~o 
storage bin and a container of 
kerosene. ' 

upon hearing the commotion outside 
hi, house. invited them into his home 
and gave them a sa.:k of wheat so that 
they would not take the poor man's 
sack. 

In the year 1339 (1960), a number of 
men from Shirk raided his home and 
demanded that he either leave the vil
lage or become a Muslim. Asadu'llah 
replied, "In the first place, what harm 
have we done that we should leave? 
Secondly, as we also believe in Islam, 
there is no reason for you to become 
annoyed with us because of religion. 
Thirdly, others have no share in our 
properties, therefore, you cannot come 
to our house and say our partnership is 
now broken and I should leave." 

At this point, the mob became agi
tated and one of them, a man called 
Hasan Chupani, hit Asadu'llah's head 
with a club, cracking his head open. He 
bled profusely and had to be hospi
talized in Birjand for some time. The 
government arrested the culprits, but 
Asadu'llah intervened, expressed his 
forgiveness in writing, and they were 
released from prison. 

At another time, on the pretext that 
the chief of the village of Shirk wished 
to consult with Asadu'lIah, he ~as 
tricked into leaving his village, and on 
the way some men beat him severely. 
again injuring his head, which caused 
him to be bedridden for 35 days. On 
that occasion. Asadu'llah did not even 
complain to the authorities. 

It had been a regular sport for the 
villagers from Shirk to go uninvited to 
the home of Asadu'llah and make him 
slaughter a sheep and prepare a feast 
for them. While imposing on him and 
his family in this manner, they would 
at the same time take note of the fur
niture and carpets in the house, and, 
after a few days, while the familv 
worked in the fields, they would empty 
the house of its furnishings . 

Asadu'llah and his family encoun
tered hardships in so many ways from 
the hands of the enemies of the Faith. 
At another time, for example, Asadu
'llah had hired a shepherd to tend his 
flock, and quite a number of times the 
gang from Shirk came and snatched 
sheep away from him. On one occasion 
this shepherd, who was a Muslim, went 
to the homes of the persons who stole 
the sheep, and, seeing that they had al
ready slaughtered the sheep, protested 
to them saying that according to their 
religion, it was forbidden to eat stolen 
food. They replied, "Our 'Ulamas told 
us that according to Islam it is not an 
offense to steal the property of the Ba
ha'is, and that we. will even be re
warded if we take and dispose of what 
b~longs to them!" 

On many occasions in recent years, 
representatives of Tablighat-i-Islami 
(an organization dedicated to the pro
motion of fundamentalist Islam) 
would come to the village announcing 
that they were permitted by the govern
ment to hold religious discussions with 
the Baha'is. They would then revile 
and abuse them. 

At the end of the month of Adhar 
1357 (between November and Decem
ber 1978), toward the fall of the Pah
lav1 regime, about 100 men from the 
village of Shirk went to Andrun and 
besieged the homes of the Baha'is. 
They collected all their Baha'i books 
and documents and started torturing 
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Asadu'llah, asking him to recant his 
faith. 

His steadfastness made the crowd 
even angrier. They wanted to cut his 
throat. Someone else suggested thev 
burn him alive. Asadu'llah said, ':1 
have some beautiful logs in my storage 
bin and a container of kerosene." He 
then took from his pocket a box of 
matches, gave it to the leader of the 
mob, and said, "Even if you burn me 
alive, I am still a Baha'i and will never 
give up my faith!" 

That same night they beat him se
verely and started pillaging his belong
ings. His wife aided them by holding a 
lantern close by so they could attend to 
their looting more easily. The family 
was left without a single. blanket or car
pet that night. Asadu'lIah, accompa
nied by his wife and children, left for 
Birjand. 

They returned to Andrun two and a 
half months later, and in the month of 
Isfand 1358 (between February and 
March 1979), Asadu'llah bought a few 
sheep. He could not afford to employ 
anyone to help him and had no other 
means of support except to tend his 
flock of sheep, which at least provided 
food for his family. On many occas
ions he told his wife that one of these 
days it was possible he would not re
turn home because he might be killed. 

On 18 May 1980 AS~ldu'lIah took his 
knapsack, canteen, :l few loaves of 
bread and other supplies, and went out 
to the pasture with his sheep. At dusk, 
the sheep returned to their fold alone. 
Asadu'llah's children tried all night to 
find their father. At dawn, five kilo
meters from Andrun village and about 
one kilometer off the main road, his 
body was found soaked in blood. He 
had been stoned and clubbed and, ac
cording to the attending physician, he 
had also been choked. He was found 
lying face down on the ground with his 
knapsack still on his back. 

At the office of the security guards 
and in the presence of officers as well 
as the physician, a number of people, 
including the murderers, had come to 
attend the inquest. They shouted vio
lently that they did not want Asadu
'lIah's body buried in Andrun. They 
boasted that they had killed him with 
their own hands and added that the Ba
ha'is in Andrun were condemned to 
death and soon all would be killed. 

The policemen tried to quiet them, 
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but these ruffians did not care and in 
front of the police and guards they 
started throwing stones at the Baha'is. 
The confessed murderers were finally 
subdued and taken by the police to Bir
jand, where they were charged with the 
murder of Asadu'llah. In their appeaJ 
to \1ashhad, however, they were exon
erated, and in the middle of November 

Suddenly several masked men 
entered the room, and Shikkar
"iss' knew the~' had Hil in
tentions since the door of the 
courtyard had been locked and 
the~' would haH had to climb 
the wall to enter the premises, 

1980 they returned to Shirk to a hero's 
welcome. The names of the murderers 
are: 

\1ul)ammad Sharqi, Basan Muqad
dam, 'Ali-Jan Ghulami. 

Since the burial of Asadu'llah in Arl
drun was problematic, the Attorney
General of Birjand advised the Baha'is 
to bury him elsewhere; therefore, they 
chose the Baha'i cemetery in Birjand. 
It is interesting to note that Asadu'llah 
had been in Birjand at Naw-Ruz 1980 
during a meeting held in the Baha'i 
cemetery, and he had liked the place so 
much that he had told his children that 
when he died he hoped to be buried in 
that cemetery. It took only 58 days for 
his wish to come true. On 18 May 1980, 
he joined the band of martyrs and was 
buried in the Baha'i cemetery in Bir
jand. 

***** 
Translation of an account of {he 

marryrdom of MulJammad-Husayn 
and Shikkar-Niso' Ma'sziml: written by 
Mawhibatu'lltih Hti '( and based on 
eyewitness accounts from letters re
ceived from relatives of {he martyrs. as 
well as from the friends in the area. 
Afr. Ho'( has been a traveling teacher 
in {hat part of KhurtisOn. 

On 22 November 1980 the full moon 
was shining on the small village of 
Nuk, near Birjand. The couple, \1u
I)ammad-Husayn and Shikkar-Nisa·. 
had just returned home after a hard 
day's work on the farm. They washed, 
said their prayers and ate dinner, whkh 
that night was left-over mutton from a 
sheep which had been smoked on the 

previous day to be used during the win
ter. 

After dinner they brought out some 
almonds to shell and hit them with 
small hammers, which drowned any 
sounds coming from the outside room. 
They continued doing this until about 9 
p.m .. at which time they decided to 
drink tea. Shikkar-Nisa' prepared the 
samovar and put fire under it, and they 
resumed the shelling of the almonds 
while waiting for the water to boil. 
They did not know that at that very 
moment their enemies, who had con
stantly been telling the Muslims in the 
\illage that only the Ma'surnis were not 
of their religion, were secretly plotting 
to kill them. The Ma'sumis had had 
many opportunities to save their lives 
by seeking refuge in nearby villages 
where more Baha'i families lived, but 
they chose to remain in Nuk as the only 
Baha'is in that village. 

That night was particularly favora
bJe for the murderous enemies to carry 
out their plans. because the neighbors 
of the Ma'sumis had gone to Birjand. 
The Muslim brother of Mul)ammad
Husayn lived in a neighboring house. 
but he had been tricked into leaving his 
home that night. 

It was IO p.m. and the moon was in 
full splendor when Mul)ammad-Hu
sayn told his wife he had to go to the 
stable to fill the feeding trough for the 
sheep. His wife said, "Come back 
quickly because your tea will get 
cold! " She was drinking her tea and 
had not even finished half of it when 
she heard the door open. Since there 
was a curtain in front of the door, she 
could not see anyone. She called out 
her husband's name, but there was no 
reply. 

Suddenly several masked men en
tered the room, and Shikkar-Nisa' 
knew they had evil intentions since the 
door of the courtyard had been locked 
and they would have had to climb the 
wall to enter the premises. The kero
sene lamp in the room provided only 
dim light, and even if the men had not 
been masked, she would not have been 
able to recognize them. 

Out of fear, she dropped her half
filled glass of tea. The men, without 
speaking, grabbed her by the arms and 
hands and dragged her inside the 
room. She cried out her husband's 
name, shouting for help, and one of 
the men tried to choke her to keep her 



from screaming. She begged them in a 
gentle, low voice not to harm ~er hus
band. One man held her tightly so she 
could not move, and another went out 
and brought in some rope. While she 
continued pleading with them not to 
harm her husband, they tied her se
curely from head to toe and paid no at
tention to her request. 

Then they took her into the corridor, 
placed her near the wall, and brought a 
heavy wooden door from the corner of 
the house and put it on top of her. She 
still did not know what their intentions 
were. Soon, however, when they put 
some dry wood on top of the door and 
brought a kerosene lamp and poured 
its contents all over the wood and onto 
her clothes, she was horrified to realize 
they planned to burn her alive! 

Charred hands 

She later told her neighbors, "My 
whole life, the raising of my children, 
and many other memories passed 
through my mind in a moment. But, 
strangely enough, my previous fears 
turned to acquiescence and I did not 
care about anything any more except 
reliance on God. 

"These ruthless men set me on fire 
with matches and a lighter and stood 
for a few minutes to make sure the 
flames were high enough to reduce me 
to ashes in a short time. They left and I 
knew my husband awaited the same 
fate. 

"The heat was intense and I cried 
out, 'Ya Baha'u'llah!' I was also think
ing of my husband. The flames reached 
the ropes which were made of nylon 
and the intense heat melted them, en
abling me to free myself, even though 
half of my body was burnt. I found my 
husband's overcoat, wrapped myself in 
it, and ran to you for help." 

When her neighbors opened the 
door. they were horrified to see her 
with her charred hands burned to the 
bone, and their children started to cry. 
She told them everything that had hap
pened and asked them to go to help her 
husband. The man in the household 
did not have the courage to leave the 
house, and was thinking of what he 
could do. After much pleading from 
her, he went on the roof to see if he 
could see what was happening in the 
vicinity of the stable where she said her 
husband had gone. Although the moon 
was full, he said he could not detect 

Hidayatu'llah Dihqanf, one of two Ba
ha'is who were executed March 17, 

an~1hing untoward occurring. 
She could wait no longer, so she bor

rowed a hurricane lantern from them. 
carried it in her burned hands, and 
rushed out to look for her husband. 
After searching for a while, she saw a 
form in a ditch, ran to it, and found to 
her horror it was her husband. He had 
been burned to death in the path of his 
Beloved. 

The neighbors and other villagers, 
who had heard the cries of Mui)am
mad-Husayn. had gone to their doors 

1981, in Shira::.. Iran. 

and windows to see what was happen
ing and had witnessed the death of this 
brave man. They later related that 
when Shikkar-Nisa' went with her lan
tern to the ditch and saw the charred 
body of her husband, she cried out: 
"This is a heartless, cruel murder, and 
if the murderers escape from punish
ment in this world, I will cling with my 
burned hands to the hem of the justice 
of God in the other world and ask Him 
to punish them. We have shown you 
nothing but love and kindness. and you 
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have done this terrible thing!" 
One of the eyewitnesses that night 

told a member of the family that when 
everyone was looking at the crime from 
a distance, one of the bystanders, who 
was thought to be the leader of the 
murderous gang, was fearfully sur
prised when he saw Shikkar-Nis.l'. who 
was supposed \0 be ashes by then, 
standing alive near the ditch. He was 
afraid she might recognize him and the 
others and said he would go and find 
out what had happened. He was the 
only one who rushed to the burning 
ditch. and it is thought that he hit the 
skull of that helpless woman, because 
after he went to her she lost the power 
of speech. 

The man returned to where the by
standers stood-men, women and chil
dren-and all of them returned to their 
homes. None came forward to help this 
half-burned woman and offer her 
refuge. None went to inform her son
in-law who lived in the neighboring 
village of Zirk. only one-half mile 
away. In the middle of the night this 
wronged soul, with her burning heart 
and body, left the charred remains of 
her husband in a ditch in the bitter cold 
of the desert, and returned home and 
locked herself alone in the house. 

At sunrise on Sunday, 23 November 
1980, Ghulam, the son of 'Ali-Jan. 
who himself was accused of being one 
of those who participated in this hei
nous crime, went to Zirk to inform the 
son-in-law of Mr. Ma'sumi, 'Ali Mu
hammad Muhammadi, that the house 
of his parent~-in-Iaw had been burned 
the night before. 

'Ali Muhammad left his work im
mediately a"nd rushed to Nuk. Since he 
found the door of the Ma'sumis' house 
locked, he climbed onto the roof and 
went down the staircase. \\'hen he sa\', 
that the door of the room had been 
burned. he was relieved. thinking this 
was a small incident and had not en
dangered the lives of his parents-in
law. 

As he entered the room, he found 
ashes in the corridor and some of the 
curtains and carpets burned, and al
monds and shells were mixed together 
in soot and ashes. One full glass of tea 
was sitting intact on the table, and ano
ther was on the floor with its contents 
spilled. The samovar was full of water 
and the pot still contained tea. 

He then saw something moving un-
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der a blanket in the corner of the room, 
and when he removed the blanket he 
found his mother-in-law in serious con
dition. When he asked her what had 
happened, he saw that she had lost her 
power of speech. The only language 
she used was the tears she shed from 
her sad eyes. Although her son-in-law 
enquired, she did not even point to the 

Seeing his father-in-law lying in 
the ditch with ashes and soot on 
his face, he could not believe his 
eyes. The bod~' was totally burn
ed except for the chest and head. 
He felt faint and had to sit on 
the ground for a few minutes ... 

places on her body where she was burn
ed. Instead, she pointed to the door of 
the room as if she wanted to tell him 
about her husband. 'Ali MUQammad 
understood and rushed out in search of 
his father-in-law. He found blood on 
the street near the house. With great 
anxiety, he knocked on the door of one 
of the neighbors and asked where his 
father-in-law was. They told him he 
was in front of the carpet-weaver's 
shop. 

'Ali Muhammad ran out, and when 
he reached 'the place he was shocked at 
what he found. Seeing his father-in-law 
lying in the ditch with ashes and soot 
on his face, he could not believe his 
eyes. The body was totally burned ex
cept for the chest and head. He felt 
faint and had to sit on the ground for a 
few minutes to regain his composure. 
He knew it was too late to do anything 
for MUQammad-Husayn, but he realiz
ed that his mother-in-law required 
medical treatment as soon as possible. 
He found it difficult to stand up, and 
he actually crawled for a few yards un
til he regained his strength. 

He planned to take his mother-in
law to Birjand by bus, and one was 
about to pass through the village. With 
great difficulty he was able to get a 
number of people to carry her in a 
blanket to the road where the bus pass
ed. 

At this time 'Ali Mul)ammad's wife 
(daughter of Shikkar-Nisa'), HaneL 
appeared on the scene and was hysteri
cal and crying bitterly. When she saw 
the condition of her mother, her crying 
became more intense. She asked about 

her father, and since her husband 
thought that in her condition, especial
ly since she was expecting a child, it 
would be best not 10 tell her of her 
father's death, he merely said, "He 
does not require medical treatment." 
Han'a accepted this and went with her 
mother to Birjand. When thev reached 
the hospital. Shikkar-Nisa' ~as in a 
coma, and after six days her soul took 
its flight to the Abba Kingdom. She 
had a Bana'i funeral with her martyred 
husband and was buried by his side. 

••••• 
Translation of extracts from a letter 

dated February 14, 1981. wrilTen to a 
friend by Mr. Yadu'lldh I "ahdat from 
'Adil-AbQd prison shortly before his 
martyrdom. 

.. My dear and precious brother. It 
has been a long time since I have had 
the opportunity and honor of writing 
to you. I am sure that the beloved of 
God. wherever they are, are supporting 
these pris'mers and wronged ones. We 
are all certain that the friends all over 
the world are clinging to the hem of the 
robe of the Blessed Beauty. praying for 
us. 

"Today marks the ninth month of 
our imprisonment, part of which was 
in the J:la~iratu'I~Quds of Shiraz, now 
turned into the Komiteh headquarters 
and called Mihdiyyih. The rest of our 
confinement has been in 'Adil-Abad 
prison ... 

"My trial took place three days ago. 
from 8- IO February 1981 . Each day the 
trial lasted for five grueling hours. I 
have been accused of being a spy for 
Israel and the focal point of relation
ships with Zionism, corrupt on earth, 
etc. I lay all my affairs in the hands of 
God. The very first day I came to this 
prison, I happily accepted everything 
that was happening to me in the path 
of Bana'u'Hah ... 

"My dear friend, I know how much 
you and the other friends outside 
prison are worrying about us. I know 
that your suffering is not less than 
ours, but my beloved, I am over 71 
years old and have already lived longer 
than the other men in our family. Sup
pose God-exalted be His 
Name!-grants me through His Grace 
four or five more years? What would 
that matter? Old age is often more of a 
burden than a comfort; therefore, 
wouldn't it be wonderful if my blood 
were worthy to be shed in the path of 



His Faith? Would it be better if I took 
my last breath in a comfortable bed? 
God forbid! I should not say what is to 
my liking. Whatever is the Will of 
God, I accept with humility and grati
tude. 

"You have sent a message that the Ba
ha'is are grateful to the prisoners in 
Iran. that by accepting hardships and 
imprisonment in the path of God, the 
Cause of Baha'u'llah has been 
strengthened beyond our imagination. 
You have said this, my dear friend; 
therefore, why worry about a few 
months of imprisonment which has be
stowed such honor upon us. If it has 
spread the fame of the Cause, it is my 
dearest wish that I remain in prison the 
rest of my life ... " 

••••• 
Translation of a letter dated April 8, 

1981. from a knowledgeable friend in 
Iran. 

The martyrdom of the two friends 
from Abadih in Shiraz. Hidayatu'llan 
Dihqani and Mihdi Anvari. has created 
quite a stir among Baha'is and non-Ba
ha'is alike. Until the last minute of 
their lives, the Revolutionary guards 
tried to make them recant their faith in 
order to stay the execution; however, 
this inducement bore no results. They 
even staged a mock execution, firing 
into the air. again demanding that the 
prisoners deny their faith. In reply, one 
of the dear souls said. "Our Beloved 
has received 750 bullets. We are look
ing forward to three or four!" 

A 'new creation' 

Mr. Am'ari had expressed in his last 
will and testament that his family 
should distribute sweets among those 
who had executed him. The family 
took some money to the authorities 
and stated that in accordance with the 
will of Mr. Anvari, they should take 
the money and buy and distribute 
sweets to those who had executed him. 
They specifically stated that they did 
not wish to know who the executioners 
were; this is why they brought money 
instead of the sweets. 

In reply to a message of sympathy 
and love, the family of Mr. Dihqani 
said, "We still have some drops of 
eager blood in our family and are ready 
to offer it whenever necessary for the 
Faith .. , 

On the day after the execution I tried 
to express my sympathy and condo-

l , 

Mihdi Am'an', who was with 
his friend, Hiddyaru'lldh Dihqani, in 

lences, but I was ashamed of myself be
cause the voices of the children of these 
two martyrs were stronger and happier 
than my trembling voice. With this 
broken pen I am unable to express ade
quately the love and spirit of sacrifice 
of the believers in this country. The 
least one can say is that they are a new 
creation, and they are demonstrating 
the return of the souls of all the past 
saints and martyrs. They raise such a 
sweet melody, intoxicating all who 

Shirdz. Irdn. on March 17, 1981. 

hear. They have shattered all human 
standards and have no fears; in fact. 
they are looking forward to receiving 
more adversities. 

The people of Tabriz say that th.ey 
have "seven angels" in prison. In 
Shiniz, Mr. Anvari was so loving to the 
prisoners that after his execution all of 
those in his ward were literally mourn
ing. Our Beloved has said that what
ever happens to the friends is for the 
good of the Cause. It is actually true! 
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When in prison the friends shine like 
the sun and give light and warmth to 
those around them, while those outside 
of prison give life and vitality to their 
surroundings like a refreshing breeze. 
We cannot measure such heroic deeds 
with any known standards. lt is extra
ordinary! These deeds have given a 
new dimension to the Faith among the 
people of this country. 

A few days ago 1 was at a party with 
a number of Muslim friends and one of 
the guests, as soon as he found out that 
1 was a Baha'i, spontaneously said, 
"Undoubtedly you now have obtained 
greater prestige and command much 
more respect." 1 thought that he was 
being sarcastic and was referring to the 
persecutions, but he explained that the 
Baha'is have endeared themselves to 
the people, and "the masses now have 
an opportunity to compare your con
duct and behavior with theirs and they 
can see the difference." 1 was greatly 
astonished and thanked God for hear
ing this. 

••••• 
Translation of a letter dated April 8, 

1981, written from Shiraz by a knowl
edgeable friend. 

These dear ones of "both worlds" 
(martyrs in Shiraz), as if their hearts 
had been inspired, or were moved by 
an inner urge, each wrote a letter, the 
contents of which could be regarded as 
wills and testaments. 

Mr. Vahdat, addressing all the 
friends, wrote on the last day of his 
earthly life: "Whatever happens in the 
Baha'i world is an expression of God's 
Will, the very purpose of Baha'u'llah. 
Other matters are of no consequence. " 
Mr. Khushkhu wrote: "I know 1 am 
living my last day here. 1 have nothing 
of worldly possessions, but my heart 
treasures my faith and my love for the 
Blessed Beauty." Mr. Mihdi-Zeldih 
wrote: "Beware lest you pray for our 
release. Rather pray that when we bid 
farewell to this transient world, our 
end may be good and acceptable in His 
sight. " 

An eyewitness was present on that 
fateful day. He reported that when 
Ihsan (Mihdi-Zadih) was brought to 
the scene with his two companions, he 
fell on his knees before the guards, say
ing: "I am at your disposal. As you see 
1 have no means of defending myself, 
nor do I have the intention of doing so. 
lt is my last wish, however, to know 
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which one of you is to fire the bullet 
which would cause my death." 

None of the guards responded to his 
plea. He repeated his entreaty, and 
then sorely wept as he redirected his 
plea to them. Finally, one of them said, 
"1." At this point Ihsan knelt before 
the man who spoke, and kissed his 
feet, and cried out: "Praise be to God, 

'On the day after the execution I 
tried to express my sym
pathy ... but I was ashamed of 
myself because the voices of the 
children of these two martyrs 
were stronger and happier than 
my trembling voice.' 

that in the last moments of my life I 
succeeded in carrying out an injunction 
of the Blessed Beauty. 1 am now ready 
and at your disposal. I do have, how
ever, another request. Could you not 
blindfold me? Could you leave me free 
so that with my open eyes, as you fire, 
I may see my end?" Mr. Vahdat im
mediately made a similar request, say
ing: "It is my wish to welcome the 
bullets with open eyes." These events 
took place on Thursday, 30 April 1981 , 
at 7 p.m. in Shiniz. 

The following day in the morning, 
the three bodies were transferred by the 
guards, without informing the mem
bers of their families, to the Baha 'j 
cemetery. The keepers of the cemetery 
then informed the families of what had 
occurred. However, only close relatives 
of the martyrs, upon producing their 
identity cards, were permitted to par
ticipate in the burial ceremonies. Soon 
a storm suddenly burst out, which ob
scured and darkened the horizon. 

All the friends in Fars province were 
informed quickly of these events. 
Courageously, without regard for their 
own safety, and quite often in the 
names of Local Spiritual Assemblies, 
the friends sent countless wreaths, and 
these were placed on the resting-places 
of the martyrs. Some wreaths were 
even received in the names of the be
reaved martyr-families of Yazd. 

At the meetings the friends con
gratulated one another. and many 
wonderful talks were given in praise of 
the heroism of the martyrs. The bro
ther of Ihsan, with a loud voice, said in 
one of these meetings: "If our Ihsan is 

dead, a thousand Ihsans will rise to 
their feet from the ranks of Baha'is 
throughout the world, and will raise 
the cry of 'Ya Baha'u'l-Abha!" The 
daughter of another martyr said: "On 
the last day I assured my father that my 
mother and I will carry out his high as
pirations to the very end. " 

How mighty is the hand of the Bless
ed Beauty! It is about one year that our 
meetings can be attended by only three 
to five of the friends. However, today, 
which is the seventh day after the mar
tyrdoms, another gathering was held at 
the Baha'i cemetery, with some three 
thousand believers attending. The dig
nity and beauty of the proceedings are 
beyond description. Likewise the doors 
of the homes of the martyrs are open, 
and throngs of believers and non-be
lievers visit these homes, where Baha'i 
prayers are chanted. 

On behalf of the local" Komiteh," a 
representative visited the home of 
Ihsan. The little son of Ihsan, at that 
moment, started chanting a prayer, 
and the "Komiteh" representative, 
upon hearing the prayer, burst into 
tears. What more shall I write to dis
close for you the inner wisdom of 
God's providence, or to describe the 
heroism of the beloved friends! 



United States 

Los Angeles gives 13th 'Rights' awards 

More than 450 people were present 
December 13 at the Sheraton-Town
house Hotel in Los Angeles as the Ba
ha'is of Los Angeles County held their 
13th annual Human Rights Awards 
program. 

This year's honorees were: 
• Actress Tippi Hedren, cited for her 

role as international relief coordinator 
for Food for the Hungry. 

• The Christian service organization 
MEND (Meet Each Need with Dig
nity), honored for its dedicated work in 
helping families and individuals who 
have immediate emergency needs for 
food, shelter, clothing, furniture or 
medical aid. 

• Barrie Levy of Culver City, Cali
fornia, who has worked tirelessly for 
the prevention of violence to women. 

• Sugar Ray's Youth Foundation, 
founded by former world boxing 
champion Sugar Ray Robinson to 
guide, direct and encourage young peo
ple through sports. 

Dedication, love 
The awards program was chaired by 

Muhtadia Salaam, a Baha'i who is a 
television performer. Entertainment 
was provided by Dash Crofts and other 
Baha'is from the Los Angeles area. 

Miss Hedren, best known for her 
roles in the Alfred Hitchcock films 
"Marnie" and "The Birds," has de
voted much of her time in recent years 
to the worldwide Food for the Hungry 
program. 

Her dedication was summed up by 
Dr. Larry Ward, president of Food for 
the Hungry, who wrote: 

"Actress Tippi Hedren leaves the 
cameras far behind and follows her 
heart to places like Bangladesh, Haiti 
and Nicaragua, walks through drab 
refugee camps in the disaster areas and 
somehow leaves them brighter through 
the light of her love." 

An obviously pleased Tippi Hedren re
ceives her award from entertainer Dash 
Crofts during the 13th annual Bahti'{ 
Human Rights A wards program De
cember 13 sponsored by the Bahd'{s of 

The all-volunteer MEND organiza
tion, based in Pacoima, California, is 
of particular service to communities in 
the San Fernando Valley. 

Ms. Levy is vice-president and di
rector of the Los Angeles Commission 
on Assaults Against Women and serves 
as program coordinator of the Sou
thern California Rape Prevention 
Study Center. 

In 1973, she was co-founder of the 
Los Angeles Commission on Assaults 
Against Women, which evolved into 
the Los Angeles County Domestic Vio
lence Council. 

Sugar Ray Robinson himself accept-

Los Angeles County. Miss Hedren, an 
actress, was honored for her work as 
international relief coordinator for 
Food for the Hungr.v. 

ed the award on behalf of the Sugar 
Ray Youth Foundation, whose motto 
is "Imparting Values Through 
Sports. " 

The Foundation helps children in 
general, and disadvantaged young peo
ple in particular. 

Participation in its programs is not 
restricted on the basis of race, religion 
or sex. 

The Human Rights Awards pro
gram, begun in 1969 by the Baha'is of 
Los Angeles County, commemorates 
the adoption by the United Nations 
General Assembly in 1948 of the Uni
versal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Baha'i News/March 1982 7 



Peru 

Baha'i Radio of Lake Titicaca dedicated 
i 

Baha'i Radio of Lake Titicaca, plan
ned by the national Baha'i communi
ties of Peru and Bolivia to promote the 
Cause of Baha'u'lllih among the indi
genous peoples of the Altiplano region, 
was officially inaugurated last Novem
ber 26, the Day of the Covenant, with a 
Folklore Festival that resulted in mass 
proclamation of the Faith over the en
tire plateau area surrounding Lake 
Titicaca. 

The festival, sponsored by the Nati:)
nal Spiritual Assembly of Peru, pre
sented music and dancing to an audi
ence of around 6,000 Aymara- and 
Quechua-speaking people. 

Among those who participated in the 
event were Continental Counsellors 
Mas'ud Khamsi and Athos Costas, 
four members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Peru, one member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Ecua
dor, several Auxiliary Board members, 
and representatives of the Radio Com
missions of Peru, Bolivia and Ecuador. 

Also present were Dean Stephens, 
technical assistant for radio to the 
Audio-Visual Department at the World 
Centre in Haifa, and engineer Zabi
ollah Mohedi, a Persian pioneer to Bo
livia-who collaborated on the project. 

Publicity campaign 

Among the dignitaries attending 
were the prefecto of the Department of 
Puno, the sub-prefecto of Chucuito, 
the provincial mayor, the district 
mayor, the chief of the Development 
Organization of Puno, the chief of the 
military base, and representatives of 
the National Technical University of 
the Altiplano and the Ministry of Edu
cation. 

Prior to the festival, Baha'i Radio 
launched an intensive publicity cam
paign to inform people in the area of 
the inauguration of the station and to 
invite them to present their music and 
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dance at the festival. 
As a result, some 45 native groups, 

representing even the smallest and 
most remote populations, expressed 
their enthusiasm for the festival and 
began arriving at the site to ask for 
more information or to register their 
bands and dancers. 

Simultaneously, an effort was being 
made to contact and invite the most 
prominent and outstanding people in 
the region. Civil, cultural and military 
authorities of the Department of Puno 
were invited. 

In Chucuito, where Baha'i Radio is 
located, the mayor and other officials 
offered their support and help in or
ganizing the festival. Early on the 
morning of November 26, the Baha'i 
property-radio building, antenna and 
future teaching institute-was color
fully decorated with large flower arch
es and Peruvian flags by the local peo
ple who are proud to have Baha'i 
Radio in their town. 

From early morning, trucks and 
buses filled with people in lovely native 

More than 40 music and dance groups 
performed at a Folk Festival last No
vember 26 that helped inaugurate Ba
hd'l Radio of Lake Tiricaca at Chu
cuito, Peru. Prizes were awarded to the 
top three groups who were judged on 
the basis of originality, interpretation 
and costume. 

costumes began arriving at the statIOn 
site. Within a few hours a large crowd 
had assembled and was seeking the best 
vantage points from which to see the 
festival and applaud the many talented 
groups who would perform. 

In Puno, the event was given ample 
coverage in newspapers and on radio, 
and dozens of posters were placed in 
several smaller towns. 

The official ceremony began with 
prayers in Aymara, Quechua and 
Spanish, followed by speeches by the 
local dignitaries. 

The prefecto of Puno, Dr. Federico 
Cuba. said Baha'i Radio is an im
portant element in the diffusion of 
culture in the region, adding that it is 



presently the only culturally-oriented 
radio station in the area. 

Dr. Jaime Ardiles, the mayor of the 
province, said that never before had a 
radio station been devoted exclusively 
to serving the indigenous people of the 
region. 

Baha'i Radio, he said, is helping to 
spiritualize the people of the Altiplano. 

Serving the people 

All of these dignitaries, including the 
district mayor and assistant governor 
of Chucuito. offered their help and ex
pressed their respect for the Teachings 
of the Faith. 

Counsellor Khamsi stressed in his 
remarks that Baha'i Radio has as its 
primary purpose serving the needs of 
the native people. The people them
selves, he said. should come to the sta
tion to express their needs and desires. 

Auxiliary Board member Andres 
Jachakollo. the first indigenous Baha'i 
in Bolivia, spoke forcefulIy about the 
meaning of Baha'i Radio to the people 
of the area. 

Other speakers included Marcelo 
Quinteros. manager of Radio Baha'i in 
Otavalo, Ecuador, and Mario La6n 
who spoke on behalf of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Peril. 

The ceremony ended when the gov
ernor of Puno, accompanied by the 
CounselIors and other dignitaries, sym-

bolically cut a ribbon at the entrance to 
Baha'i Radio. thus declaring the sta
tion officially open. 

This was followed by loud applause 
and lively music. Quickly, music 
groups took their places and began to 
present their songs, accompanied by 
men and women dancers in colorful 
costumes. 

The festival continued until late af
ternoon. Traffic along the highway 
was stopped many times as travelers 

Members of the Peruvian Baha'i com
munity who attended the inauguration 
lasl November 26 of Baha'i' Radio of 
Lake Titicaca at ChucuilO are shown 
with Continental Counsel/or Mas'ud 
Khamsi (standing at left). 

and tourists paused to see what was 
happening. Many of them decided to 
stay and enjoy the festival. 

On November 26. Baha'i Radio 
transmitted in Aymara, Quechua and 
Spanish. It is now broadcasting six 
hours a day, from 4 to IO a.m., in a 
gradual process of growth. 

A part of the crowd of 6,000 who wit
nessed the official inauguration last 
November 26 of Baha'i Radio of Lake 
Titicaca in Chucuito, Peru. The rib
bon-cutting ceremony was followed by 
a Folk Festival in which more than 40 
music and dance groups participated. 
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United States 

Teaching campaigns see 700 declare 

!\10re than 500 residents of several 
communities in eastern South Carolina 
declared their belief in Baha'u'llah 
during the first week of an ongoing 
teaching campaign that began Decem
ber 26. 

By January 6, according to Dr. Al
berta Deas, secretary of the sponsoring 
South Carolina Regional Teaching 
Committee, the number of new believ
ers in eastern South Carolina had 
grown to 550. 

!\1eanwhile, 151 residents of several 
towns in southern New Mexico, west 
Texas and the border area of Mexico 
embraced the Faith during the fourth 
annual Winter Teaching Project held 
December 19-January 3. 

That campaign was sponsored by the 
District Teaching Committee of Sou
thern New Mexico/West Texas. 

The teaching effort in South Caro
lina, dedicated to the memory of the 
Hand of the Cause of God RaJ:!matu'l
lah !\1uhajir, is unique in South Caro
lina, says Mrs. Deas, in that the new 
believers include many upper and low
er middle-class residents such as minis
ters, college students and school prin
cipals and faculty. 

In the past, she says, such large-scale 
enrollments in the state have taken 
place primarily among its poorer resi
dents. 

Mart~"rs honored 

The 30 or more Baha'is who partici
pated in the first week of the "Nine 
Day Teaching Project," as it was call
ed, were mainly Baha'f youth from 
South Carolina including members of 
Baha 'f youth clubs in Lydia, Heming
way and Darlington. 

The campaign was planned and 
launched at the Louis G. Gregory Ba
ha'i Institute near Hemingway. The 
first teaching teams to go oU! were 
named in honor of recent martyrs in 
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Iran who were close associates of Dr. 
Muhajir. 

When news was received of the mar
tyrdom of eight members of the Natio
nal Spiritual Assembly of Iran, the 
teaching work was then carried out in 
their honor. 

Declarations were reported during 
the first week in Hartsville, Florence, 
Darlington, Lydia, Lamar, Society 
Avenue, Dovesville, Cheraw and 
Spaulding Heights. 

In Lydia, a town of 350, one hun
dred declared themselves Baha'is, 
while more than 30 percent of the peo
ple in Dovesville have embraced the 
Faith. 

Two of the newly opened localities, 
Lamar and Spaulding Heights, have 
enough believers to form Spiritual As
semblies. 

The group of Baha'i teachers, which 
included Dr. Ali Danesh, his wife and 
three children from Norman, Oklaho
ma, spoke with many families. 

In some instances, says Dr. Deas, 
four or five members of a family, and 
sometimes entire families including the 
children, have declared. However, she 
says, children were not included if} the 
declaration statistics. 

The success of the teaching, she says, 
seemed to be limited only by the time 
available for carrying it out. 

"These most recent victories in 
South Carolina," says Dr. Deas, "are 
only an indication of what is to come." 

She and others, she says, feel that 
there will be "entry by troops" in that 
state in the near future. . 

Twenty Baha'is including four from 
the Navajo Indian Reservation, one 
from Oregon and another from Illinois 
participated in some part of the Texas
New Mexico teaching campaign, ac
cording to coordinator Richard Gu
rinsky of Mescalero, New Mexico. 

The primary goals of this year's 

campaign, planning for which began in 
.\ ugust 1981, were to visit Baha'is who 
had been enrolled during past projects 
and to help strengthen Assemblies that 
were either in jeopardy or near jeo
pardy. 

\fan~" families 

"We accomplished nearly every
thing," says Mr. Gurinsky, "except 
for one or two minor guals of the ap
p~oximately 20 objecti\"es set by the 
District Teaching Committee." 

The new believers, who are mostly 
Spanish-speaking Mexican-Americans, 
reside in towns that range in size from 
about 100 to several thousand. 

There are now enough Baha'is to 
form Spiritual Assemblies in La 
L"nion, New Mexico: Marfa, Texas; 
and. if approved by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Mexico, Las Pa
lomas, Mexico, where, says Mr. Gu
rinsky, some 25 people embraced the 
Faith. 

There were 20 declarations in Dem
ing. New Mexico, 19 in Marfa, Texas, 
and 10 each in Rincon and La Union, 
)\jew Mexico. 

Other declarations were reported in 
Socorro, New Mexico; Van Horne and 
Presidio, Texas; and Juarez, Mexico. 

!\1any of the new Baha'is are mem
bers of the same families. One of them 
(in Tortugas, New Mexico, just outside 
of Las Cruces) is a Yaqui Indian. 



Hawaii 

90-year-old artist receives 5th 
Agnes Alexander service award 

The Baha'i community of Hawaii 
celebrated its 80th anniversary last 
December 26 with the fifth annual Ag
nes Baldwin Alexander A ward ban
quet. 

Some 175 people including many dis
tinguished guests were present at the 
Princess Kaiulani Hotel in Honolulu 
for the presentation of the award for 
service to humanity to Juliette May 
Fraser, noted Hawaiian artist and mu
ralist. 

The banquet was sponsored by 
NAHBOHR, the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Hawaii's Baha'i Office of 
Human Rights. 

The award, named in memory of the 
Hand of the Cause of God Agnes B. 
Alexander, a descendant of one of 
Hawaii's missionary families, who in
troduced the Faith to Hawaii in 1901. 
was presented by Mrs. Gladys Johnson 
of Waianae, director of NAHBOHR. 

The award citation read in part: 
"Juliette May Fraser has distinguished 
herself by her many and diverse con
tributions to the field of art and for an 
outstanding life of devotion to her 
work. 

"As an artist she is best known for 
murals and illustrations, but her talents 
extended also to those of print-maker, 
writer, and art critic. Truly she has 
been blessed in being able to bring a 
sense of beauty and meaning to man
kind through her art . . . 

"May Fraser is nearing her 95th 
birthday and yet she looks forward to 
work that would daunt persons many 
years younger ... she is clearly one of 
Hawaii's living treasures ... her life 
has been and continues to be one of 
creativity and of inspiration to younger 
artists, that in all she does there is re
flected an absolute sense of integrity. 
and finally that she is more than a great 
artist, she is a great person ... " 

Albert Sing and Mrs. Gladys Brandt. 

pre\'ious recipients of the Alexander 
award. assisted Mrs, Johnson in mak
ing the presentation. The award itself 
was designed by Louis LeClaire. a Ba
ha'i wood sculptor. 

The principal speaker at the banquet 
was Dr. Peter J. Kahn, a member of 
the Continental Board of Counsellors 
for Australasia who is professor of 
electrical engineering at the University 
of Queensland in Brisbane. Australia. 
and a research scientist on microwave 
solid-state circuits and in optical com
munications. 

Dr, Kahn was accompanied by his 
wife. Dr. Janet Kahn. a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Aus
tralia. 

Among the special guests at the ban
quet were Jean King, the lieutenant 
governor of Hawaii; Admiral and Mrs. 
Alvey Wright, representing U.S. Sen. 
Daniel K. Inouye; Mr. and Mrs. 

Juliette May Fraser (center), a Ha
waiian artisT, receives the 1981 Agnes 
Baldwin Alexander A ward for Service 
to Humanit!' af the 80th annil'ersarr 
celebration 'of The Bahd '{ communitr 
of Hawaii la~t December 26 . . Haking 

George Yuen, representing Gov. 
George R. Ariyoshi of Hawaii; Ms. 
Marsha Petersen, representing Mayor 
Eileen Anderson of Honolulu; Bishop 
Yoshiaki Fujitani of the Honpa Hong
wanji Mission; the Re\'. Stanley Kain 
executive director of the Hawaii Coun~ 
cil of Churches, and Mrs. Kain; and 
Zohmah Charlot. the wife of artist 
Jean Charlot. 

Other agencies represented were the 
Jean Charlot Foundation; Hawaii 
State Foundation on Culture and Arts; 
Honolulu Commission on Culture and 
the Arts; Arts Council of Hawaii; 
Queen Emma Gallen'; Art Program. 
State Department . of Educ';lion; 
Hawaii Watercolor Society; Art De
partment, Universit) of Hawaii; 
United Nations Association, Hawaii 
Division; UNICEF. Hawaii; NAACP; 
and radio station KNDI, Honolulu. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Habermann of Ko
loa. Kaui, who is recording secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Hawaii, was mistress of ceremonies at 
the banquet. 

Tracy Hamilton. chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, wel
comed the guests and gave a brief sum
mary of the Baha'i Faith and the work 
it is doing in the field of human rights. 

Entertainment was provided by 
pianist Carl Wakeland and by the Ha
waii Baha'i Chorus directed by Rick 
\\'ood, a member of the National As
sembly of Hawaii. 

the presentation are Mrs. Gladys John
son, director of 1 .... 'AHBOHR, the hu
man rights agency of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Hawaii, and 
Tracy Hamilton, chairman of the Na
tional Spiritual Assemb~r. 
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United States 

Chi~ese-Ianguage TV programs readied 

Responding to a directive from the 
Universal House of Justice to teach 
Chinese-speaking peoples during the 
Se\'en Year Plan, Light Years Interna
tional-a Baha'i production company 
composed of media professionals in 
the Southern California area-is devel
oping on behalf of the U.S. Office of 
Public Information a series of tele
vision programs in Chinese. 

Believed to be the first religious TV 
series produced by any organization in 
the Chinese language, the 10 half-hour 
programs will use a basic "talk show" 
format, implementing visuals and 
special segments that are being pro
duced by Chinese Baha'is in Taiwan. 

The programs will cover various as
pects of the Faith, utilizing the many 
similarities between traditional Chinese 
thought and the Baha'i Teachings. 

The dialect used will be Mandarin, 
and all shows will be subtitled with 
Chinese characters to assure the widest 
possible use. 

The Light Years production team, 
composed of Chinese believers, media 
professionals, and a pioneer from Tai
wan, is working toward completion of 
the series by early this year. 

The immediate and energetic re
sponse to and support for these pro
grams by Chinese-speaking Baha'is all 
over the world has lent a special im
petus to the effort to complete the 
series. 

Help from Taiwan 

For example, on hearing of its devel
opment in the U.S., the Baha'is in Tai
wan raised the money to send a pioneer 
from that country to Los Angeles to 
help, and within 72 hours had pro
duced and sent with her a 45-minute 
\'ideo tape with segments on progres
sive revelation, Baha'i marriage, and 
Baha'i education. They also collected 
visuals and music to aid in the produc-
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Members of the committee that is pro- shown with Parks Scott (right), di
ducing Chinese-language television rector of the U.S. National Spiritual 
programs in Southern California are Assembly's Office of Public Affairs. 

tion. 

This was done without any prior 
knowledge or experience in television 
production, and now, at the request of 
the production team in Los Angeles, 
the Taiwanese believers are producing 
segments on various topics that will be 
incorporated in the shows now being 
taped in the U.S. 

The Los Angeles team also has turn
ed its attention to producing radio pro
grams in Cantonese. 

The Office of Public Affairs was ap
proached recently by the owner of se\
eral radio stations that broadcast :n 

that dialect. Impressed with the Baha'i 
Teachings while on a visit to the House 
of Worship in Wilmette, the station 
owner offered to broadcast programs 
on the Faith in Cantonese. 

These programs are expected to be 
on the air in a matter of months in Los 
Angeles, New York City, Chicago, 
Boston and Houston. 

With the production of these Chi
nese-language radio and television pro
grams, Light Years International has 
begun to realize its goal of stimulating 
the increased production and use of 
Baha'i media throughout the world. 



The world 

House establishes Audio-Visual Centre 

The Universal House of Justice has 
established an International Baha'i 
Audio-Visual Centre in Toronto, Ca
nada. 

The Centre serves as a focal point 
for the exchange of information about 
audio-visual materials, programs or 
projects, equipment and materials per
taining to teaching and consolidation 

Sudan 
Baha'is in the Sudan report teaching 

successes in that country's southern 
sector. The formation of an Assembly 
in Upper Talanga became possible with 
the recent declaration of 14 new be
lievers, fulfilling a goal of the Seven 
Year Plan. 

Marida has been opened to the Faith 
with the enrollment there of six people. 
There have been 13 declarations in Pa
jok, making it the country's largest Ba
ha'i community. Enrollments also have 
taken place in Nzara and Yambio. 

The BaM'j community of Pajok has 
announced plans to build a Center for 
meetings and classes. Improvements 
are being made to the I:Ia~iratu'I-Quds 
in both Juba and Gumba. 

In the northern district of the coun
try, the women of Three Towns ex
pressed the importance of establishing 
children's classes during a recent meet
ing at the local BaM'i Center. Books 
suitable for children's classes have ar
rived, and classes are in the process of 
being arranged. 

"Operation Olinga, " a teaching 
plan aimed at increasing the number of 
believers in Three Towns and making 
Assemblies more secure and active, 
was begun last August under sponsor
ship of the l\'ational Spiritual Assem
bly of the Sudan. 

needs, according to Gerald Filson, ·sec
retary of the Centre. 

The Centre is interested in hearing 
from individual believers and Baha'i 
communities and committees involved 
in the creation, production, distribu
tion and utilization of audio-visual ma
terials. 

Botswana 

I. 

Justice Mokoto, a Baha'ffrom Khudu
malapye, Botswana (center), and Mo
namodi Gobrsershe, a member of the 
Botswana Teaching Committee (right), 
present an information folder of Ba-

Baha'is who are professional broad
casters also are encouraged to write to 
the Centre if they are interested in con
tributing to the audio-visual work, says 
Mr. Filson. . 

The address is: International Baha'j 
Audio-Visual Centre, noo Leslie St., 
Thornhill, Ontario L3T 2A I, Canada. 

hQ'f materials to the chief of the village 
of Mookane, Botswana, during a proc
lamation campaign in that country last 
April. 
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Nepal 
Shown here are the 45 Bahd'is from 
various localities in Nepal who at
tended a conference last May 22-24 at 
the national lfa;iratu'I-Quds in Kath
mandu. Speakers at the conference, 
planned to discuss the goals of the sec
ond phase of the Seven Year Plan in 
'""epal. included Counsellor S. Na
garatnam (fourth from left in first row 
wearing dark glasses) and Ramnik 
Shah. secretary of the "" .. ;ational Spiri
tual Assemb~v of India (standing fifth 
from left in first row). A highlight of 
the weekend conference was the first 
showing in , ..... epal of the film 'The 
Green Light Expedition .. 

Mexico 
The anniversary of the Birth of 

Baha'u'llah was proclaimed in Oaxaca, 
Mexico, on two radio stations and in 
three newspapers. 

The newspaper articles announced 
the local Baha'i community'S ob
servance of the Holy Day and proceed
ed to give a brief description of the 
Faith, mentioning Baha'u'llah's proc-

The Gambia 

Woman of Lamin Village in The Gam
bia are shown with traveling teacher 
Ada Williams (second from right) who 
met with them during her two-week 
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lamation to mankind and the basic 
principles of His Teachings. 

In one newspaper, the article about 
the Holy Day observance appeared on 
the front page, and in another news
paper a photo of the Shrine of the Bab 
accompanied the article. 

Since Naw-Ruz 138, all of the Baha'i 
Holy Days have received coverage in at 

visit to that African country last April. 
Miss Williams lives in Wales, Unired 
Kingdom. 

least one of Oaxaca's newspapers. In 
addition, several articles have appeared 
in various newspapers in Oaxaca con
cerning the plight of Baha'is in Iran. 

Increased use of the media to pro
claim the Faith is among the goals as
signed to Mexico for the second phase 
of the Seven Year Plan. 

Faeroe Islands 
Eighteen Baha'is from Denmark, 

Iceland and the United Kingdom at
tended a teaching conference last Au
gust 8 in Thorshavn, the largest town 
in the Faeroe Islands. 

Among those present to help formu
late teaching plans for the islands was 
Dr. Agnes Ghaznavi, a Continental 
Counsellor for Europe. 

Although politically a part of Den
mark, the Faeroe Islands, located be
tween Iceland and the Shetland Is
lands, are, for purposes of the Seven 
Year Plan, a goal of their nearest large 
neighbor, Iceland. 

Iceland's goal is to help increase the 
number of Baha') localities in the 
Faeroes to three with one Spiritual As
sembly to aid in consolidation work 
there. 

The goal of "assisting in the provis
ion of literature in Faeroese" has been 
assigned to Denmark. 



Pakistan 
United Nations Day was oeserved 

last October in several cities in Pak
istan with public meetings that at
tracted large audiences and received 
wide coverage on radio and television 
and in the press. 

More than 100 Baha'is and their 
guests attended a public meeting in 
Karachi on October 30 that was organ
ized by the local Teaching Committee 
of Karachi. 

The program included talks by non
Baha'is including the acting vice-chan
cellor of Karachi University. Baha'i 
youth sang songs during the program, 
which was reported the following day 
by Radio Pakistan, Karachi. 

Speeches at the successful public 
meeting in Islamabad focused on the 
reduction of armaments, the UN char
ter, and universal peace. 

More than half of the 150 people at 
the UN Day observance in Quetta were 
non-Baha'is. The believers who attend
ed the program had come from all 
parts of Baluchistan province. Re
porters from television and the press 
also were present, and reports of the 
meeting appeared the following day on 
TV and in newspapers. 

The Spiritual Assembly of Hydera
bad sponsored an essay contest for stu
dents in the 50 Hyderabad district high 

Ecuador 
Border teaching, a goal of the Seven 

Year Plan for Ecuador and Colombia, 
nas begun with vigor along the border 
between the two countries. 

A team of seven BahA'is from both 
countries undertook a teaching trip last 
August following a meeting with the 
Spiritual Assembly of Tumaco, Co
lombia. 

That team, which included the secre
tary of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Ecuador, visited believers, con
ducted deepening classes and public 
meetings. 

After teaching in Tumaco, the team 
traveled to San Lorenzo, Ecuador, 
where four children's classes were be
gun and 35 new believers enrolled. 

Most important, say participants in 
the border teaching work, is that Ba
hA'is from the two countries have 
"erased the physical frontier and have 
become firm friends ... as if they 
were citizens of the same country." 

schools. The topic was "World Peace 
and the United Nations." 

Prizes were given to the three win
ners during a public meeting October 
:30 at the Hyderabad Baha'i Center that 
was attended by more than 200 people. 
The event was reported on Radio Hy
derabad and in local newspapers. 

Meanwhile, the Spiritual Assembly 
of Abbotabad sponsored a UN Day 

Nigeria 

Among the participants in a Baha'I 
teaching institute last June 27-28 at the 
Baha'I Center in the vii/age of Ikot 
Uba, Nigeria, were (left to right) Don 
Addison, a pioneer from the United 
States; Ma Atim Etim Efiom of Ekpri 
Ikot Efanga; and Oscar Njang, a mem
ber of the National Spiritual Assemb(v 
o.fNigeria. According to Mr. Addison, 

Don Addison, a pioneer to Nigeria 
from the United States who teaches 
ethnomusicology at the University of 
Nigeria in Nsukka, participated last 
October and November in proclama
tion activities sponsored by the Baha'i 
communities of Jos and Bukuru. 

Mr. Addison gave several public 
talks on the Faith, including one at the 
University of Jos. At a secondary 
school there. he and Auxiliary Board 
member Nariman Khayltash addressed 
an audience of about 800 students. 

Three radio and two television inter
views were arranged for Mr. Addison, 

meeting October 31 especially for wo
men. Topics discussed at the well-at
tended gathering included universal 
peace and world disarmament. 

The public meeting held October 18 
in Nawabshah also was notable for the 
large number of women present among 
the more than 100 guests at the Baha'i 
Center there. 

Ma Atim Etim Efiom is the woman 
mentioned by the Hand of the Cause of 
God Amatu'I-Bahd Ru}p)'yih Khdnum 
on Page 105 of A Manual for Pioneers 
when she mentions an old woman in a 
remote Nigerian \'illage who, on hear
ing of the construction of the Temple 
in Panama, brought three eggs as her 
contribution to that project. 

each of which lasted for 30 minutes 
and all of which included some music 
and many questions about the Faith. 

Mr. Addison illustrated the principle 
of the oneness of humanity by playing 
music from around the world. He an
swered questions about the Faith, the 
persecution of Baha'is in Iran, and the 
International Baha'i Conference to be 
held in August 1982 in Lagos. 

Two newspaper articles about his 
visit were published in Jos including a 
full-page article that included a photo 
and informative introduction to the 
Faith. 
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United States 
More than 300 Baha'is from 26 

states attended a four-day Regional 
Youth Conference last December at 
Disney World near Orlando, Florida. 

The conference coincided with a 
month-long teaching campaign spon
sored by the District Teaching Com
mittee of Central Florida. 

Most of the participants wore special 
conference T-shirts on which was 
printed the slogan: "The Baha'i Faith: 
Cniting the World ... One Heart at a 
Time." The bright red shirts caught the 
eyes of many of the 84,000 visitors to 
the Disney World amusement park, 
some of whom stopped to talk with the 
Baha'is. 

Speakers at the conference, which 
was one of five regional gatherings 
planned by the National Youth Com
mittee this year to meet a goal of the 
second phase of the Seven Year Plan, 
included a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, the secretary of the 
Race Unity Committee, and members 
of the National Education Committee 
and National Teaching Committee. 

Other highlights included a talent 
show presented by conference parti
cipants and a musical presentation by a 
group of Baha'is known as "Live and 
on Stage." 

Prior to the conference, more than 
50 people in that area had declared 
their belief in Baha'u'llah. Many of the 
Baha'i youth arrived early and stayed 
after the conference to help with the 
teaching work. 

In Los Angeles, California, more 
than 2,500 Baha'is including many ex
iled Iranians attended a memorial ser
\'ice January 10 for the 15 believers 
most recently martyred in Iran. 

Among those executed were eight 
members of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Iran (December 27) and six 
members of the Local Spiritual Assem
bly of Tehran (January 4). 

At the memorial service, photos of 
some of the recent martyrs were pro
jected on a large screen as Baha'is in 
the audience prayed and wept. 

Baha'i entertainers Jim Seals and 
Dash Crofts performed at the service. 
leading a rendition of their composi
tion "The Prisoner," a moving ac
count in song of the imprisonment of 
BaM 'u 'llah. 

Reports of the sen'ice were carried in 
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Mickey Mouse, the star attraction at 
Disney World in Orlando, Florida, re
ceives a Bahd'{ T-shirr from Cap Corn
well, secretary of [he U.S. IVational 
Youth Commillee. during a Regional 
}'outh Conference held early last De-

many newspapers including The 'e~ 
York Times. 

The Bahaa Esperanto-Ligo (Baha'i 
Esperanto League) has published its 
second major book in Esperanto: 
Kasitaj Vortoj de Bahd'u'lldh (The 
Hidden Words of Baha'u'lhih). 

Members of the Ligo from three 
continents collaborated in the trans
lation of the new volume, which was 
printed in Brazil. 

The 82-page book that features the 

Nicaragua 
Artemus Lamb, a Continental 

Counsellor for the Americas, visited 
Baha'is in Nicaragua last October 7-10, 
beginning his visit by meeting with the 
National Spiritual Assembly of ]\;ica
ragua to review progress on the 
achievement of Seven Year Plan goals 
in that country. 

On October 8, Counsellor Lamb met 
with two members of the Auxiliary 
Board. That e\'ening, he spoke to an 
audience of about 80 people, some 60 
of whom were socially prominen: 
guests who were im'ited because of 
their interest in learning more abou: 

cember at Disney ",'orld, one of the 
counlry's mos[ popular amusemenl 
parks. The T-shirr displays [he slogan 
'The Bahd't' Faith: Uni[ing [he 
Ii 'orld ... One Hearr at a Time .. 

Baha'i ringstone symbol on its green 
and white co\er may be ordered for 
S I. 75 plus 10 percent for postage from 
Roan Orloff Stone, 627 N. Fifth St., 
Gallup, New \1exico 87 301, U.S.A .. or 
from Paul Amorim Cardoso, Post
kesto 1221, 6000 Fortaleza, C~ara, 
Brazil. 

The Bahaa Esperanto-Ligo, apprm
ed in j 973 by the Universal House of 
Justice, has members in 22 countries 
and will observe its 10th anniversary 
next year. 

the Faith. 

The next day, the Counsellor spoke 
for an hour with local government of
ficials in Jinotepe, a meeting he later 
described as positive. 

That evening, he spoke at a public 
meeting in Jinotepe that was arranged 
by the Spiritual Assembly of that city 
and was attended by about 40 people 
including 2~ non-Baha'i youth. 
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New Zealand 
Amateur radio operators in New 

Zealand have learned about the Eaith 
from Radio Baha'i, located half a 
hemisphere away across the Interna
tional Date Line and 10,000 feet up in 
the Andes mountains at Otavalo, 
Ecuador. 

The surprised ham operators heard 
Radio Baha'i's short wave broadcasts 
in English and Spanish at 4 o'clock in 
the afternoon last July in Invercargill, 
at the very tip of New Zealand's South 
Island. 

The operators wrote to Radio Baha'i 
and received information about the 
Faith along with expressions of delight 
that the I,OOO-watt station had been 
heard so far away. 

The unlikely happening, described as 
"possibly a one-time occurrence," also 
delighted the Baha'i community of In
vercargill, which reported it in its local 
newsletter. 

Three factors made tl-.e reception of 
Radio Baha'i in New Zealand the more 
amazing. 

First, it can only happen when there 
is darkness in the path between the 
radio station and reception point. Nor
mally, short wave listeners in Inver
cargill begin listening to Radio Baha'i's 
frequency range after dark in New Zea
land, but on this occasion they hap
pened to be listening earlier than usual. 

Second, Radio Baha'i's frequency 
(2340 KHz) is one that is normally 
heard only in equatorial zones of the 
earth's other hemisphere, and the 
Radio Baha'i transmitter is relatively 
low powered. 

Ghana 
An "entry by troops" teaching cam

paign held last September and October 
in Ghana and dedicated to the perse
cuted believers in Iran resulted in the 
enrollment of more than 1,000 new be
lievers from 30 tribes in the Afram 
Plains area of the country. At least 17 
of the new Baha'is are tribal chiefs. 

Fifty new Local Assemblies have 
been formed, surpassing by one the 
number called for in the second phase 
of the Seven Year Plan. Five of these 
Assemblies are on the islands of Volta 
Lake. 

The coordinator of the teaching pro
ject has now settled in the Afram 
Plains area as a homefront pioneer. 

Finally, it has been five years since 
any station on the Radio Baha'i fre
quency has been heard in Invercargill. 
Ham operators have not been able to 

Zimbabwe 
Twenty-seven women from four 

areas of Zimbabwe attended the an
nual Baha'i Regional Women's Con
ference last September 20 at the newly 
completed Stokesay Baha'i Center in 
Mondoro, Zimbabwe. 

They heard talks that focused on 
children's classes, Baha'i marriage, the 
Fund, Baha'i teachings on health, and 
family participation in Baha'i acti-

United Kingdom 
Two young English Baha'is have re

ceived awards for distinction befitting 
the definition given by 'Abdu'I-Baha in 
his well-known Tablet on the subject. 

Stephen Lambden has been given the 
"Stephenson Prize" at the University 
of Newcastle. The honor is bestowed 
on the two students with the highest 
first-class degrees. 

Mr. Lambden's doctoral dissertation 
is entitled "Baha'i Doctrine and 
Judaeo-Christian Religious Tradi
tion," with special reference to the Ba
ha'i investigations of biblical texts. 

William Eyton, a Baha'i from Here
ford, won five gold medals in a recent 
sports competition for disabled per
sons that was held at Stoke Mandeville. 

Simple but successful entries in two 
recent carnival parades helped Baha'is 
proclaim the Faith in the towns of 
Stowmarket and Aldeburgh and sur
rounding rural areas. Hundreds of 
pamphlets reached audiences that to
taled 15,000. 

Having only a small group of be
lievers, the Baha'i community of Stow
market entered the parade with a group 
of five men and five women, represent
ing all ages, eight cultural back-

Brazil 
Since May 1981, Brazil has accepted 

some 3,000 new believers into the Faith 
in many parts of the country. Nine new 
Indian tribes are represented by 21 per
sons who have entered the ranks of the 
Faith in recent months. 

hear Radio Baha'i again since they first 
received its broadcast from Ecuador 
last July. 

vities. 

To the delight of those present, the 
conference was interrupted by school 
children, dressed in uniform and ac
companied by their teacher, who per
formed a dramatic skit and sang songs. 

The new Baha'i Center is used on 
weekdays as a school for the local chil
dren. 

grounds, and a ,"ariety of races. all car
rying a banner that read "One Univer
sal Cause. One Common Faith." 

In Aldeburgh. the standard-bearer 
was a Malaysian girl wearing a sari. 
Nine other Baha'is from a variety of 
backgrounds all wore the same dre~s to 
express their unity. 

This parade entry drew enthusiastic 
applause from the audience and the at
tention of other ethnic minorities who 
were present. 

Malawi 
Forty-seven people from Malawi's 

southern districts of Balaka, Ntchewu 
and Blantyre, and from the central re
gion of Lilongwe, attended the Malawi 
Baha'i Summer School last August 
7-12 at the Amalika Baha'i Institute in 
the Thyolo District. 

Classes in English and Chichewa fo
cused on prayer, life after death, the 
Baha'i Fund, and living a Baha'i life. 

Auxiliary Board member G. Melen
dy presented slides from the Hand of 
the Cause of God Amatu'l-Baha 
RUQiyyih Khanum's "Green Light Ex
pedition" to South America. 

The youth offered musical entertain
ment with guitars and singing. One 
evening during the summer school, a 
group of Christians who live near the 
Baha'i institute joined the friends for 
songs. 
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MARTYRDOM SHIDRUKH AMIR·KIYA WIFE MANUCHIHR BAQA SIGNIFICANT. 
SHE AND HUSBAND WERE HOSTS LOCAL ASSEMBLY TEHERAN WHEN THEIR 
HOME RAIDED AND BOTH WERE ARRESTED ALONG WITH 6 MEMBERS ASSEM. 
BLY. AS IN OTHER CASES PRESSURE WAS BROUGHT RECANT FAITH SAVE 
LIVES. UNFORTUNATELY APPEARS HUSBAND DID NOT STAND TEST AND AS 
PUBLISHED NEWSPAPERS RENOUNCED FAITH AND WAS IMMEDIATELY RE· 
LEASED. HE INCREASED PRESSURE HIS WIFE SHIDRUKH BY PLEADING HER 
FOLLOW HIM. SHE CHOSE CROWN MARTYRDOM REFUSED BETRAY HER FAITH 
AND JOINED RANK IMMORTALS. 
HISTORY WILL EVER EXTOL EXEMPLARY COURAGE RESOLUTE FAITH ONE 
WHO SACRIFICED HER LIFE THRESHOLD HER BELOVED. 
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World Centre 

Faith's enemies wage campaign of terror 

To (he Bahd't's oj (he World 
Dearly-loved Friends, 

With indignation and anguish the 
Baha'is of the world, over the past 
three years, have received continuously 
tragic news of the sufferings and mar
tyrdoms of their brethren in Iran, 
where a reign of relentless terror is now 
encompassing that long-abused and 
downtrodden community. 

The inhuman cruelties heaped on the 
followers of the Most Great 
Name-worthy descendants of their 
forebears, the Dawn-Breakers-in that 
land where the heroes and martyrs of 
the Faith have shed such lustre on their 
generations, are increasing daily. 

We have seen how the House of the 
Bab in Shiraz and Baha'u'lIah's 
ancestral home in Takur have been 
demolished. all Baha'i endowments. 
including our Holy Places, have been 
seized, and the main financial assets of 
the community sequestered. 

We have seen with what callousness 
Baha'i children have been refused ad
mission to schools, Baha'i employees 
dismissed from government positions, 
and the essential human rights of the 
sorely-tried Baha'is violated, their 
means of livelihood undermined or 
destroyed. their homes plundered, 
their properties confiscated, their very 
lives snuffed out. 

Alarming acceleration 

Contemplating the history of the 
persecution of the Baha'is of Iran. we 
note an alarming acceleration in the de
gree of blatancy with which the tradi
tional enemies of the Faith pursue their 
single purpose in extirpating the Faith 
in the land of its birth. 

In the past, with the exception of a 
few specific instances. the persecution 
of the members of the Baha'i com
munitv by those traditionally inimical 
to the 'Faith, was random and sporadic, 

resulting from the incitement of easily 
aroused mobs to attack the lives and 
properties of the Baha'is. 

Now the enemies of God's precious 
Cause who, as they themselves attest, 
have in the past twenty-five years or
ganized themselves to counteract the 
influence of the Faith, to \'ilify and 
misrepresent its purpose and teachings, 
to inflame religious passions leading to 
the harassment and intimidation of the 
believers, to sow seeds of doubt among 
the friends and sympathizers. have in
filtrated the ranks of officialdom. 
where. from this more advantageous 
position, they continue to instigate the 
persecution of the Baha'is. 

The incidence of violation of the 
rights of the Baha'is is thus becoming 
more frequent as is well evidenced by 
reports published in the press of Iran in 
recent months. 

Examples abound. For instance, for
merly when Baha'is were arrested they 
were given an opportunity to defend 
themselves in some form of judicial 
proceedings held for the sake of ap
pearance. On one occasion part of the 
proceedings which resulted in the ex
ecution of seven believers in Yazd. as 
late as September 1980, was televised. 

But recently the court proceedings, if 
any, have been held in camera, and 
reports have even been recei\'ed of the 
torture of Baha'is before their execu
tion. 

No longer are the relatives of im
prisoned Baha'is permitted to visit 
them, as they were until recently; no 
longer are the condemned permitted to 
solace their families with letters of 
farewell or the making of wills before 
their execution; and. more tragically. 
disturbed by the large number of Ba
ha'is and sympathetic people of other 
religions who attended the funeral ser
\'ices of the slain Baha'is, the authori-

ties have now seized the Baha'i 
cemetery in Teheran and do not permit 
burial there, Indeed, families of those 
most recently martyred were not even 
notified of the secret execution of their 
loved ones, whose bodies, uncere
moniously deposited in graves for "in
fidels," were only fortuitously dis
covered, 

'Stabilit~ and firmness' 

Although the oppressors maintain 
that they are killing the Baha'is 
because they are guilty of serving as 
political agents and spies, it has been 
ascertained that in almost every in
stance of execution, the accused Baha'i 
was offered recantation as a means of 
release. 

The inveterate enemies of the Faith 
imagine that their persecutions will 
disrupt the foundations of the Faith 
and tarnish its glory. Alas! Alas for 
their ignorance and folly! These acts of 
oppression, far from weakening the re
solve of the friends, have always served 
to inflame their zeal and galvanize their 
beings. 

In the words of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
", .. they thought that violence and 
interference would cause extinction 
and silence and lead to suppression and 
oblivion; whereas interference in mat
ters of conscience causes stability and 
firmness and attracts the attention of 
men's sight and souls; which fact has 
received experimental proof many 
times and often." 

Every drop of blood shed by the 
valiant martyrs, every sigh heaved by 
the silent \'ictims of oppression, every 
supplication for divine assistance of
fered by the faithful, has released, and 
will continue mysteriously to release, 
forces mer which no antagonist of the 
Faith has any control, and which, as 
marshalled by an All-Watchful Provi
dence. have served to noise abroad the 
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name and fame of the Faith to the 
masses of humanity in all continents, 
millions of whom had previously been 
totally ignorant of the existence of the 
Faith or had but a superficial, and oft
times erroneous, understanding of its 
teachings and history. 

The current persecution has resulted 
in bringing the name and character of 
our beloved Faith to the attention of 
the world as never before in its history. 

As a direct result of the protests sent 
by the world-wide community of the 
Most Great Name to the rulers in Iran, 
of the representations made to the 
media when those protests were ig
nored, of direct approach by Baha 'j in
stitutions at national and international 
level to governments, communities of 
nations, international agencies and the 
United Nations itself, the Faith of 
Bahci'u'llah has not only been given 
sympathetic attention in the world's 
councils, but also its merits and vio
lated rights have been discussed and 
resolutions of protest sent to the Iran
ian authorities by sovereign govern
ments, singly and in unison. 

The world's leading newspapers, 
followed by the local press, have 
presented sympathetic accounts of the 
Faith to millions of readers, while 
television and radio stations are in
creasingly making the persecutions in 
Iran the subject of their programmes. 

Commercial publishing houses are be
ginning to commission books about the 
Faith. 

But in spite of this great wave of 
publicity now bringing the name of the 
Faith to the attention of large masses 
of mankind, and in spite of the many 
representations made to the authorities 
in Iran, the persecution of the Baha' is 
there continues. The world stands help
less before the imperviousness of that 
country to outside opinion or criticism. 

In face of this tragic impasse we can 
only redouble our efforts to teach the 
Cause, taking advantage of the increas
ing interest in the character and prin
ciples of our belo\"ed Faith created b: 
the sufferings of the Persian commu
nity. 

Indeed, this new wave of persecution 
sweeping the Cradle of the Faith may 
well be seen as a blessing in disguise. a 
"providence" whose "calamity" is. as 
always, borne heroically by the belo\"ej 
Persian community. 

It may be regarded as the latest mo\ e 
in God's Major Plan, another trumpet 
blast to awaken the heedless from their 
slumber and a golden opportunity of
fered to the Baha'is to demonstrate 
once again their unity and fellowship 
before the eyes of a declining and skep
tical world, to proclaim with full force 
the Message of Baha'u'lJah to high and 
low alike, to establish the reverence of 

our Faith for Islam and its Prophet, to 
assert the principles of non-inter
ference in political activities and obe
dience to government which stand at 
the \"ery core of our Faith, and to pro
\ide comfon and solace to the breasts 
of the serene sufferers and steadfast 
heroes in the forefront of a persecuted 
community. 

Our molto in these days of world
encircling gloom should be the Words 
of God addressed to the Blessed Beauty 
Himself: "When the swords flash, go 
forward~ When the shafts fly, press on
\\ ard~" 

F u t ure historians will haves to assess 
the impact of this crisis on the onward 
march of a triumphant Faith. A detail
ed list of the steps that have already 
been taken by the Baha'is of the world 
during the past three years is attached 
for the study of the friends. 

Our fervent prayers are offered most 
ardently at the Holy Shrines for the 
blessings of Baha'u'llah to surround 
His lovers and loved ones in every 
land. and to assist and confirm them as 
the: face with cenitude and confidence 
the chalJenges of the future. 

\\'ith loving Baha'i greetings, 
The Universal House of Justice 

January 26. 1982 

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE BAHA'I IN
TERNA TIONAL COMMUNITY, NATIONAL AND LO
CAL BAHA'I INSTITUTIONS, GOVERNMENTS, NON
BAHA'I ORGANIZATIONS AND PROMINENT PEO
PLE IN CO~NECTION WITH THE PERSECUTION OF 
THE BAHA'IS OF IRAN 

with the adoption of resolutions by the United Nations 
General Assembly. the United Nations Commission on Hu
man Rights Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimi
nation and Protection of Minorities, the European Par
liament, and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe; 

• 
The Baha'i International Community 

• Issued official statements to the press; 
• kept the Secretary-General and appropriate offices of 

the United Nations apprised of developments as they occur
red' 

.. cabled the A vatollah Khomeini, the President and 
Prime Minister or" Iran. and the President of the Iranian 
Supreme Court, urging their intervention and refuting ac
cusations made against the Faith; 

• prepared materials and made statements in connection 
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• made statements at the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights on the Question of Enforced or Involuntary 
Disappearances; 

• contacted the Iranian representative to the. United Na
tions in New York in order to repudiate falsehoods made 
about the Faith and to provide him with the true facts; 

• and prepared the "White Paper" and "Update" and 
arranged for their translation in three languages. the 
"Chronological Summary of Individual Acts of Persecution 
in Iran," and other documents for submission to high
ranking officials. government and United Nations offices, 

--
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and worldwide distribution to National Spiritual Assem
blies. 

Baha'i Institutions-

• National Assemblies throughout the world cabled the 
Ayatollah Khomeini on four occasions, the Prime Minister 
and Head of the Iranian Supreme Court three times each. 
and the Secretary of the Revolutionary Council of Iran 
once. 

• 118 National Spiritual Assemblies cabled the Secretarv
General of the United Nations, as did thousands of Loc~1 
Assemblies, Baha'i groups and isolated centers. It was 
estimated that some 10-15.000 cables reached him, pro
testing the execution of seven Baha'is in Hamadan. 

• Over 10,000 Local Spiritual Assemblies cabled the Ava
tollah Khomeini, urging his intervention regarding the ~x
propriation of Baha'i properties in Iran. 

• Most National Assemblies contacted by letter or delega
tion, or sent cables to their respective Iranian Embassy or 
Consulate, on five occasions, and kept their government of
ficials continually informed of developments. 

• Selected National Assemblies cabled the A vatollah Kho
meini, the President and the Prime Minister of" Iran. and the 
Secretary of the Revolutionarv Council on several occa
sions. They also cabled or cont~cted their respective Iranian 
Embassy or Consulate at least eleven times; approached hu
manitarian, business or professional organizations; and 
were in constant touch with government offices and the 
media. 

• A large number of National Assemblies pursued a well
organized campaign of approaching the mass media, pro
viding them with accurate information about the Faith and 
refuting false accusations made by enemies of the Cause. As 
a result, an unprecedented volume of publicity occurred in 
leading newspapers and periodicals throughout the world. 
as well as in newspapers having modest circulations. Well
known journalists wrote articles, some of which were dis
tributed through international news agencies. Interviews 
were held with families of the martyrs, individual Baha'is 
wrote letters to editors of newspapers, and many radio and 
television programs were aired, including "Iran's Secret Po
grom" on W5 TV in Canada, and "Day One" and "John 
Craven's Newsround" on BBCI TV. 

• Many National Assemblies contacted immigration au
thorities and appropriate government offices in efforts to 
assist the displaced Iranian Baha'is in extending their visas 
and obtaining work permits and travel documents. They 
established special committees to work specifically to assist 
the Iranian friends, and they set up Persian Relief Funds on 
a national scale to aid deserving cases. The National As
semblies of Australia and Canada worked out with their re
spective immigration offices procedures whereby the pro
cess of immigration by Iranian Baha'is would be facilitated. 

• Baha'i communities the world over have assisted Iran
ian students abroad, who have been faced with the termina
tion of their education because they are unable to receive 
funds from their families in Iran whose assets in Naw
nahal an Company were frozen, or did not receive funds 
because the Iranian government prevented the transfer of 
money from Iran to Baha'i students abroad. In some areas, 

Iranian Embassies have refused to extend the visas of Baha'i 
students. Certain universities and colleges have allowed the 
Baha'i students to continue their studies, and in some in
stances their tuition fees have even been waived. 

Resolutions Adopted on Behalf of the Baha'is in Iran 

• Canadian Parliament (2) 
• House of Representatives, Australia 
• Senate, Australia 
• German Federal Parliament 
• A meeting held in a committee room of the House of 

Commons, United Kingdom 
• United Nations General Assembly. Third Committee on 

the Elimination of All Forms of Religious Intolerance 
• United Nations Sub-Commission on the Prevention of 

Discrimination and Protection of Minorities. Commission 
on Human Rights (2) 

• European Parliament (2) 
• Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (2) 
• House of Representatives of the State of Alaska, 

U.S.A. 
• House of Representatives. State of Illinois. U.S.A. 
• International Association for Religious Freedom 

Statements and Letters from Gowrnments, World Leaders 
and Others 

To name just a few: 
• Prime Minister's Office of the United Kingdom 
• President Miterrand of France 
• Offices of the King and Minister for Foreign Affairs of 

Belgium 
• President and Minister of Cultural Affairs of Luxem-

bourg 

• All three parliamentary parties in Luxembourg 
• Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher of Germanv 
• Prime Minister Indira Gandhi of India " 
• 148 out of 150 Members of Parliament in the 

Netherlands 
• Swiss Parliamentarians 
• Western Samoan Government 
• Minister of Foreign Affairs, Australia 
• Governor of the Hawaiian Islands, lJ.S.A. 
• Governor of the Commonwealth of the Northern 

Mariana Islands 

Some Non-Baha'i Individuals and Organizations that 
Issued Statements, Letters, Cables, or Press Releases 

• Human Rights Commission of the Federation of Pro-
testant Churches in Switzerland 

• Amnesty International 
• Trinidad and Tobago Bureau on Human Rights 
• Former Chief Justice, India 
• Commission on Social Action of Reform Judaism 
• Pacific Conference of Churches 
• 13 Heads of Colleges in Oxford, United Kingdom 
• The Master, Balliol College, Oxford, England 
• Iran Committee for Democratic Action and Human 

Rights (based in the United States) 
• Action by Christians for the Abolition of Torture 

(based in France) 
• A large number of Senators and Congressmen of the 

United States 
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Iran 

Children, women perform heroic deeds 

M,.v dear Brother, 
... I do not know where to bellin 

there is too much to be written ab~ut: 
In these days of constant struggle our 
children are in the vanguard. Thev al
ways produce wonders. What is t;ans
piring here is exceptional. Where were 
these heroes before? They must have 
existed but it is only now that the\' are 
able to manifest their spiritual p~ten
tialities. to reveal their precious es
sence. to prove the validity of the spiri
tual training they recei\-ed from their 
families. 

Most of our children. in different de
grees. have now been given opportu
nities in their schools to demonstrate 
their heroism. In the Land of Ya 
(Yazd), the home of the brave, oppor
tunities abound. So far over 100 of our 
children have been expelled from their 
schools because they are Baha'is. Their 
dismissal, which ordinarily one would 
expect would be the cause of sadness, 
has produced in them a joy and vitality 
which I cannot describe. Because of 
their response to their dismissal, all 
Yazd is shaken. Our precious children 
have shown such courage as to have 
caused all Yazd to wonder. 

It should be said that all these chil
dren are among the very best students 
in the city. They attained the highest 
marks, were known for their exem
plary conduct and were recognized as 
being exceptionally talented and intel
ligent. This has given rise to the first 
question among the people of Yazd: 
Why should the best be expelled? 

This letter, forwarded from tne 
World Centre, reports some of the re
cent developments in Yazd, Iran. and 
the heroic response of the Baha'is 
there, especially the women and chil
dren, to the continuing persecutions. 
The writer was herself arrested and im
prisoned shortly afterward. 
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The second question in the minds of 
those who have expelled them arises 
from the courage and perseverance of 
these young ones. Although they were 
dismissed from school in an atmo
sphere charged with hatred and preju
dice, our children have, with a sense of 
pride and a consciousness of being re
lated to the followers of Baha'u'llah, 
collected their books and school bailS 
with placid joy and left the s-:ho;l. 
smiling and walking with a light step. 
while their non-Baha'i school friends 
wept for them. 

I have to interrupt this letter as the 
telephone is ringing. 
(Later) 

I have been informed that six mem
bers of the Local Spiritual Assembly of 
Tihran have been arrested. Never a 
moment of peace! What strength is re
quired to be able to concentrate our 
thoughts and compose our feelings! 

I was writing about our children. 
The believers of Yazd have told us that 
there are very few Baha'i children in 
the city who are unhappy and 
cry-they are those who as yet have not 
been expelled from the schools. 

The teachers, and even the headmas
ters, are extremely upset by the instruc
tion from the Ministry to dismiss Ba
ha'i children. One headmaster decided 
to resign after receiving the order to 
dismiss his Baha'i students but he was 
firmly warned against tendering his 
resignation. However, on the day of 
the dismissal of the Baha'i students he 
absented himself from school, having 
clearly stated that he had no wish to 
witness such an unjust action. 
(Later) 

I have been interrupted by another 
phone call. A husband and wife in 
Karaj have been executed by a firing 
squad for their "Zionist" activities. 
My thoughts immediately go out to 

Mr. and Mrs. --- who are impris
oned in Karaj. Is this news true? Is it 
about them? Until we can verify this 
report, what anxiety we have to en
dure! The air is thick with rumors these 
days, none of them good. God knows 
what consternation fills our minds un
til we are able to verifv the truth or 
falsehood of these rum~rs. 
Pride and courage 

I'm sorry-I was diverted again. 
This is what is happening to our chil
dren: 

On the appointed day the teacher 
asks the class whether there are any Ba
ha'is among the students. Our chil
dren-our patient, well-behaved, faith
ful and steadfast children-stand up 
and with great pride and courage intro
duce themselves as Baha'is. They are 
then sent to the office of the head
master. The teachers, and sometimes 
the headmasters, are embarrassed and 
sad. I n the office of the headmaster the 
children are first asked to deny their 
faith and continue their studies. These 
requests are in many instances ex
pressed with love and concern because 
the staff in the school really like these 
distinguished and outstanding students 
and do not want to lose them. 

But what they hear from these chil
dren surprises them. The children an
nounce that they are Baha'is, that they 
personally decided to be Baha'is, that 
they cannot lie and deny their faith, 
and that they are proud of what they 
believe! At this point the headmaster 
and teachers have no alternative but to 
sign the order expelling them. 

These children range in age from 7 to 
17 or 18. It is a sight to see how cheer
fully the Baha'i children leave the 
school with no sense of shame, while 
their non-Baha'i fellow students look 
on thoughtfully, some even weeping. 
Disturbances occur in the classroom 

---



after the Baha'i children leave, and 
challenging discussions take place be
tween the remaining pupils and their 
teachers. The children put questions 
until the end of the school day and the 
discussion is carried out to the streets. 
The non-Baha'i students invariably 
ask: Isn't it true that we are supposed 
to have freedom of belief? What's 
wrong with the Baha'i children-don't 
they worship God and pray? Why are 
they being dismissed? The children 
carry their questions home. Their 
queries spread to all parts of the city 
and are taken up in the streets and the 
bazaars. 

The parents of the dismissed Baha'i 
children-themselves the essence of pa
tience and steadfastness-exclaim with 
pride: What we have failed to achieve, 
our children are now achieving! They 
praise the children with candor and 
love. I doubt whether in the history of 
any society such honor has been heap
ed upon children of so tender an age. 

The parents remark: "It is true that 
in the 138 years since the beginning of 

our Faith we have endured many hard
ships, but we have never been so suc
cessful as our children in proclaiming 
to the masses of the people of Yazd the 
exalted character of the Baha'i Revela
tion, nor have our actions resulted, as 
have our children'S, in creating an at
mosphere in which the Faith is being 
discussed so openly among the people 
in the streets and bazaars. Our perse
cuted children have succeeded in 
breaking through the barrier of preju
dice of the hard-hearted people of this 
city ... 

The parents go on to exclaim: "The 
events of the past have made us con
servative and cautious; it is our chil
dren who have changed the atmo
sphere." ... This change had its early 
beginnings last year when the martyrs 
shed their blood on the soil of Yazd. 
This change cannot be measured by ex
isting standards. 

A program of study has been ar
ranged for our children at home; they 
are learning with great speed and pro
gressing in all fields of knowledge. 

They will surely surpass their fellow 
students who are still in school. More 
important than this, we have promised 
ourselves to help these children become 
so well versed in the holy writings that 
each will become the envy of scholars. 
There is no doubt that this will come to 
pass. 

Let me tell you something about the 
adults. The Baha'i men and wo
men-particularly the women-are 
facing tribulations with such equa
nimity that no comparable example 
can be found even among the legen
dary heroines of the past. These wo
men are in fact creating new legends 
through their patience, steadfastness, 
love and detachment. They have con
quered the hearts of everyone and won 
the praises of all. The forces of hatred 
ha\e been \'anquished by the power of 
their faith. 

When they are looted of their prop
ert y, furniture and belongings they 
part with them as they would with out
worn dolls and playthings, looking on 
as though they were mere spectators. 

<ill'> T;.,v/'.· 
Facsimile oj the original Persian (with English trans
lation) oj a typical expulsion order dismissing a Baha'I' 
child jrom school as a result oj his refusal to recant his 
faith. 

"tJf.I\J.'r: 
~)c.J ~ ':'jc..llT~)fj~ 

'- .J..". '-" 7~ 

.:,.... ..,l:-i .. ;~Jr. J ..f)".T .. Lf .;1,1 
TRANSLA TION 

Instruction given by the headmaster of "Rahnama'i Kuy
i-Maskan va Shahrsazi," dated 13.7.1J60 (October 5, 
1981 ). 

Emblem of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Ministry of Education, Department of Educa
tion, Province of Yazd 

This is to certify that Nadir Baqiri Qalat Pa'in, son of 
Mui)ammad, l.D. card No. 226-1346, who has been a 
student of this school in the academic year of 1360/61 
(1981/82) and who has been studying until 13.7.1360 
(October 5, 1981), is now forbidden. to study in this 
school because of his being a Baha'i. This decision is in 
accordance with the circular letter dated 12.7.1360 (Oc
tober 4, 1981), No. 28664, issued by the Education office 
of the province of Yazd. 

signed, 
Headmaster of the school, Ai)mad Zamani 
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They shower love upon those who 
come to take away their belongings as 
might an affectionate and indulgent 
parent who with a smile will give a 
worthless toy or plaything to a naughty 
child. It appears that they even enjoy 
the naughtiness of these children. 

Such behavior has greatly influenced 
the hearts of the looters who are not 
great in number. Mr. K---, that 
heartless man who is the leader of 
those who are executing the Baha'is 
and confiscating their properties, and 
whose main task is to uproot the Faith 
in Yazd, is often seen entering the 
homes of the Baha'is, knocking upon 
their doors at any hour of the day or 
night. He has become such a familiar 
figure that the Baha'is jest with him, 
saying, "You have become one of us!" 
He even knows the nicknames of the 
Baha'i children. If he does not make an 
appearance for some time the Baha'is 
tell him they miss him. Although Mr. 
K. comes to take away their property 
or to send their loved ones to prison, 
they are pleasant to him, joke with 
him, inquire about his health. They 
even tell him that one day he should 
become a Baha'i in order to under
stand the significance of what he is 
now doing. 

... The Baha'is of Yazd say that 
this unfeeling man, Mr. K., is treated 
by them as -a member of the family. 
When he comes to seize their furniture 
the young men of the family help him 
carry out the heavier pieces; when he 
arrives they invite him to join them at 
the table and give him sweets, fruits, 
even meals. After he has eaten he goes 
around the house and selects the fur
niture he wants to take away. If he 
does not have a vehicle available he 
gestures toward the selected articles of 
furniture and tells the owner, "These 
are my trust with you; keep them safely 
until I return." He sometimes even 
proposes that the family might buy 
back the furniture from him. The be
havior of the long-suffering Baha'is in 
these appalling circumstances is un
precedented. They recognize that they 
are indeed giving away worthless dolls, 
as to an ignorant child. 

The Baha'is whose homes have been 
confiscated do not leave the city but 
move to a small dwelling place, wher
ever thev can find refuge .... Almost 
all the Baha'i men have been required 
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to leave the city and this has provided 
the children, youth and women an op
portunity to prove their courage and 
valor. How proud we are of them! 
What a creation Baha'u'llah has raised 
up! Such conduct has been unheard of. 
even in legends. When the Baha'is of 
Yazd themselves relate these events 
they express amazement at the change 

'When he comes to seize their 
furniture the young men of the 
family help him carry out the 
heavier pieces; when he arrives 
they invite him to join them at 
the table and give him sweets. 
fruits, even meals.' 

in themselves. 
The people of Yazd haw the reputa

tion of being economical and thrifty; it 
is said that two families of Yazd could 
fight between themselves over posses
sion of a valueless stick of wood. But 
look at them now! They have given up 
everything to show their love for Baha
'u'llah. When one extends sympathy to 
them they express surprise, remarking 
that what they have parted with is 
worthless. They do not even denounce 
the thieves and looters when referring 
to them. 

I cannot overlook mentioning a mo
ther and daughter who are in pris
on-they are examples. The daughter 
is 60 years old and the mother is owr 
80. The fact of imprisoning such elder
ly innocent women is in itself very 
strange, but it has been done. These 
women are Baha'is of Zoroastrian 
background. All their possessions were 
confiscated and they are now in the 
women's prison with O\'er 100 pris
oners of all kinds. 

A few months ago a release order 
was issued for the mother, but she re
fused to leave unless her daughter was 
also released, so they remained in 
prison. Only ten days ago the authori
ties at last gave permission for them to 
receive occasional visitors. 

Baha'i visitors have witnessed the 
old woman embracing and demonstrat
ing affection to the policewoman, be
fore she would come forward to meet 
her visitors. During the course of the 
visit the old woman noticed a young 
male guard who was supposed to con-

trol the visitors. In her special Parsi
Yazdi accent she maternally addressed 
complimentary remarks to him with 
such obvious love and sincerity that the 
young man was visibly uncomfortable 
and ashamed. She remarked to her vis
itors, "I always thought that mothers 
could really love only their own chil
dren, but I have come to feel genuine 
love for these young men who are on 
duty." The young guard had nothing 
to ~ay, but stood with bowed head. 

The fire of sincere love is melting the 
ice of hatred. Then with remarkable 
candor this old woman. more than 80 
years of age, said to her visitors, "Tell 
everybody that Baha'u'llah has en
abled me to perform miracles. Tell 
them that the BaM'i prayers which I 
copy out for the sick ones in this prison 
cause them to become cured." She re
lated how one of the guards sought her 
out excitedly to tell her his story. "I 
was searching for you." he said. "I 
wanted to tell you that the prayers you 
wrote out for me and my wife a year 
ago have been answered and our wish 
to have a baby is fulfilled. This has 
made it unnecessary for me to divorce 
my wife for her inability to conceive a 
child. " 

In the evenings the women prisoners 
crowd together around the mother and 
daughter and ask them to tell them 
stories and speak to them. They speak 
most beautifully and with such a sweet 
accent that no one wants to go to sleep. 
Even the guards do not object. 

When Sarafraz, the mother, has a 
visitor, she begs them to bring fruit 
from her orchard in order to make a 
feast for the prisoners. The old woman 
does not know that her orchard and 
other properties have been confiscated. 
But the visitors know what to do. They 
purchase large quantities of fruit so she 
can provide hospitality to her fellow 
prisoners. When have you heard stories 
like this? 

Glad tidings! Glad tidings! The cli
mate of this city in the midst of the 
desert is changed and the perfume of 
the love of God has filled all corners. 
In my next letter I will write you more 
such stories-if I am still alive, or 
free ... 



United States 

Louhelen construction moves forward 

As these photos show, the reconstruc
tion of the Louhelen Bahd '{ School 
near Davison, A1ichigan, has been pro
ceeding well in spite of inclement wea
ther from September through early 
February. The photo at top right shows 
work nearly completed on dormitory 
No.1; below right, construction work 
progresses on dormitory No.2. The 
$1.9 million Louhelen project includes 
the construction oJJour new buildings 
on the proper/yo Together. rhe two new 
dormitories will house 164 beds in a 
semi-privare suite arrangement that in
cludes restroom facilities. The new 
school center building. which was 30 
percent completed by early February, 
will house a cafeteria with kitchen, din
ing area, lounge with fireplace, an au
dio-visual and council room, and a re
ception desk. The classroom building. 
also 30 percent completed, will include 
eight fully equipped classrooms plus an 
observation room for special students 
and sleeping quarters for children. -

Workmen lay the foundation for a dor
mitory building at the Louhelen Bahd'{ 
School near Davison, Michigan. The 
Louhelen project has been proceeding 
well in spite of inclement weather. 
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International Community 

On t~e disappearance of Baha'is in Iran 

An oral statemenr presenred by the 
Baha'i International Community to the 
Commission on Human Rights at its 
37th session in Geneva, Switzerland, 
February 17, 1981. 

Agenda item lO(b) 
• 

Mr. Chairman: 
The Baha'i International Commu

nity is grateful to the Commission for 
this opportunity to make a brief state
ment on the disappearance of a num
ber of prominent Baha'is in Iran. 

Three were kidnapped between May 
1979 and January 1980. Eleven others, 
including all nine members of the na
tional administrative council of the Ba
ha'is in Iran, were summarily arrested 
by Revolutionary Guardsmen at a pri
vate home in Tehran on 21 August 
1980. The members of the families of 
these Baha'is have made every effort to 
locate their loved ones and have taken 
every possible opportunity to make in
quiries of the authorities. 

The appeals of the families have so 
far gone unheeded, and it is because of 
the acute anxiety of the families in
volved that we have decided to take 
this opportunity to raise this matter in 
this distinguished international forum. 
Through you, Mr. Chairman, we now 
repeat our appeal to the government of 
Iran, which, we feel sure, has it within 
its power to locate these disappeared 
persons. 
Systematic campaign 

The details of this situation, includ
ing all the approaches to officials, have 
now been filed with the Working 
Group on Enforced or Involuntary 
Disappearances. 

We have also presented to the Work
ing Group, at its request, extensive in
formation on the background to this 
situation, but we would like, with your 
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'During and since the revolution. the Baha'is in Iran have been the 
repeated victims of violent attacks. Individuals have been beaten, 
terrorized and savagely murdered. Properties have been confis
cated, desecrated, and in some cases destro~·ed.' 

permission, Mr. Chairman, to give the 
Commission a brief summary of this 
background. 

Since the start of the recent revolu
tion, prominent Baha'is in many parts 
of Iran have been arrested (and. in 
some cases, executed) as part of a con
tinuing and systematic campaign to de
moralize, paralyze, and ultimately era
dicate the Iranian Baha'i community. 

Although Iran's 300,000 Baha'is are 
indigenous Iranians and constitute the 
largest religious minority in the coun
try, they are denied recognition under 
the new Constitution (which recognizes 
the smaller Christian, Jewish, and 
Zoroastrian minorities) and are thus 
placed outside the protection of the 
law. Those who wish to perpetrate at
tacks on Baha'is and their property 
may therefore do so with almost com
plete certainty that they will go un
punished. 

Since the inception of the Baha'i 
Faith in Iran in 1844, the Baha'is have 
been the most frequently persecuted 
group in that country. In the mid-nine
teenth century, over 20,000 early be
lievers were the victims of massacres, 
and the Iranian Baha'i community has 
subsequently suffered continued perse
cution at the hands of successive gov
ernments. 

During the Pahlavi regIme 
(1921-1979), when outbreaks of physi
cal violence against Baha'is were fairly 
sporadic, a large volume of discrimina
tory legislation was enacted which de
prived the Baha'is, both individually 
and as a community, of many basic 

rights and freedoms. 
During and since the revolution, the 

Baha'is in Iran have been the repeated 
victims of violent attacks. Individuals 
have been beaten, terrorized, and sav
agely murdered. Properties have been 
confiscated, desecrated, and in some 
cases destroyed. The businesses of in
dividual Baha'is have been confiscated 
and their bank accounts frozen. 

The enemies of the Baha'i Faith have 
conducted a campaign of vilification 
against the Baha'i community, de
signed to identify the Baha'is as sup
porters of the ex-Shah, agents of 
SA V AK, opponents of Islam, spies for 
Israel, moral degenerates, and enemies 
of the Iranian government and people. 
The charges brought against the execu
ted Baha'is included some or all of 
these accusations. 

Such charges are totally without 
foundation. The Iranian Baha'is-in 
common with their fellow believers the 
world over-are obliged, as an article 
of their faith, to show loyalty and obe
dience to the government of the coun
try in which they live, whatever its 
form or policies, and to abstain from 
participation in politics or involvement 
in any subversive activity. They are 
committed to the highest standards of 
morality and rectitude in their public 
and private lives. 

In addition. Baha'is believe in the es
sential oneness of all the great reli
gions, including Islam, consider these 
faiths as divine in origin, and honor 
and revere their founders. These facts 
have repeatedly been presented to the 

--



Iranian authorities, together with evi
dence that the Iranian Baha'Is have 
steadfastly upheld these fundamental 
principles of their Faith-but all such 
representations, and all appeals for 
justice and fair treatment for the Ba
ha'is, have gone unheeded. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Statement presented by the represen
tative oj the Islamic Republic oj Iran af 
the 37fh session in Geneva, Swif~er

land, February 17, 1981. 

Agenda item 10(b) 
• 

Mr. Chairman: 
The statement just made by the rep

resentative of the Baha'i International 
Community calls for the following re
marks on the part of the observer dele
gatio>} of the Islamic Republic of J.ran: 

Shown are speakers af a World Reli
gion Day program held in January af 
the city ha/l in Londonderry, Northern 
Ireland. Behind them is parf oj a new 
Bahti'{ exhibit that was fo be taken to 
various locations in Northern Ireland 
Jo/lowing its unveiling af the World 
Religion Day meeting in Londonderry. 

'Although Iran's 300,000 Baha'is are indigenous Iranians and con
stitute the largest religious minorit~' in the country, they are denied 
recognition under the new Constitution ... and are thus placed 
outside the protection of the law.' 

Firstly, the case of religious minori
ties in Iran is dealt with by our Consti
tution, which grants to them the exer
cise of their rights according to their 
liturgy. therefore the Baha'is in Iran 
are part of what is called the majority 
of the Iranian people-a majority 
which has the same rights and which is 
subject to the same duties and obliga
tions under the laws of the Republic. 

Secondly. as to the case of disap
pearance or kidnapping to which the 
representative of the Baha'i Interna
tional Community has referred. Those 
are unfounded and mendacious allega-

tiom which I am authorized by my 
gO\'ernment to refute formally. In fact 
there exist in Iran no cases ~f disap
pearance; all those who are detained, 
whether Baha'is or any other person, 
are so detained under law and by order 
of legally constituted tribunals and for 
actual deeds of \vhich they are accused. 
And J am authorized to say that the Is
lamic tribunals judge the~ under the 
principles of humanism and mercy, all 
the principles and standards of justice 
and equity having been applied in their 
case. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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Australia 

Spec~al Humanitarian Program unveiled 

For more than two years the Baha'is 
of Iran-Iran's largest religious mi
nority-ha\'e been the target of a new 
wa\'e of unprecedented religious perse
cution. 

Christians, Jews and Zoroastrians 
ha\e also been the subject of persecu
tion in Iran, but they have declared 
rights and legal protection. The Ba
ha'is do not enjoy similar rights and 
are increasingly being singled out in an 
attack which now appears to be de
signed to totally eliminate the Baha'i 
community in Iran. 

By late October 1981. more than 96 
Baha'is were known to ha\'e been exe
cuted, another 200 are under arrest, 
countless numbers have gone into hid
ing and some 10,000 families are be
lieved to have fled the country. 

It is reported that Iran's central 
revolutionary committee has more 
than 20,000 names on an arrest list 
compiled from confiscated Baha'i of
fice documents. 

In addition to clear evidence of in
timidation, job sackings, property con
fiscations-both private and commu
nit\', and desecration of holy places, 
me'mbership on Baha'i Assemblies is 
now officially sanctioned as punishable 
by death. 

Resolutions of both the Senate and 
the House of Representatives of the 
Australian Parliament condemning 
these persecutions and referring them 
to the United Nations were passed on 
March 26 and August 19, 1981, respec
tively. 

Australian government represent a-

This summary of events relating to 
the persecution of Baha'is in Iran, cul
minating in the announcement of the 
Australian government's Special Hu
manitarian Program, is reprinted from 
the Australian Baha'i Bulletin, 
December 1981. 
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tions have been made to Iranian au
thorities in Canberra, and in February 
J 98 J, Australian representati\,es rai,ed 
the issue at the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission in Geneva, Swit
zerland. 

At the special request of the Prime 
Minister all Commonwealth govern
ments attending the October 1981 

The S.H.P. is a humanitarian re
sponse by Australia that focuses 
on individual members of op
pressed minorities anywhere in 
the world . .. 

meeting of C.H.O.G.M. in Melbourne 
were informed of the growing plight of 
the Baha'i community in Iran, and in 
November 1981, the Australian gO\
ernment brought the matter forward 
for mention in the General Assembly 
of the United Nations. 

In a humanitarian response to clear
ly documented violations of basic hu
man rights involving religious discrimi
nation, the Australian government has 
developed a Special Humanitarian 
Program (S.H.P.) within the Austral
ian immigration policy, to enable per
secuted persons anywhere in the world. 
including the Baha'is, to immigrate to 
Australia. 

Australia is believed to be among the 
first governments to establish a special 
immigration program, short of refugee 
status, as a matter of government 
policy foIlowing the growing persecu
tion of the Baha'is in Iran. 

The Special Humanitarian Program 
The Special Humanitarian Program 

(S.H.P.), part of the Australian gO\
ernment's immigration policy, was de
veloped over some 18 months by close 
discussion between government au
thorities and the National Spiritual As-

~embly. and was announced in Parlia
ment by the \1inister for Immigration 
and Ethnic Affairs, the Hon Ian Mac
phee. on NO\'ember 18, 1981. 

It is a new program for the entry of 
members of minority groups, including 
Baha'is, fleeing substantial discrimina
tion or avoiding significant violation of 
human rights in their homelands. 

The S.H.P. is a humanitarian re
"pome by Australia that focuses on in
di\ idual members of oppressed minori
ties. anywhere in the world, who often 
are unable to satisfy internationally ac
cepted criteria defining refugees. 

Those eligi ble are persons living in 
temporary asylum outside of their own 
country and unable to return for fear 
of substantial discrimination, who 
have no comparable claim to another 
country's settlement resources. 

Those accepted will need to demon
strate a personal claim by having close 
relati\ es settled in Australia or ties with 
a well-established community, able and 
willing to provide necessary settlement 
support. 

Individual overseas applicants claim
ing close non-family ties with Australia 
can lodge their applications at an over
seas Australian Consulate or Embassy. 
Applicants wi]] need to satisfy normal 
character and security requirements 
and medical standards consistent with 
humanitarian considerations and any 
legislative requirements. Priority will 
be gi\en to those in greatest need of 
compassionate entry. 

Inquiries from Baha'is within Aus
tralia may also be directed to the Ba
ha'i Persian Affairs Committee of the 
~ational Spiritual Assembly. 

In announcing the program. the 
\1inister said, "The go\ernment would 
naturally expect that those entering un
der the S.H.P. would contribute to the 
de\elopment of a socially-cohesive. 
multi-cultural Australia." 



United States 

Knight of Baha'u'llah Olivia Kelsey: 
Tribute to a devoted servant of Faith 

Olivia Kelsey was born February 9, 
1889, on her family's farm in Delaware 
County, Ohio. 

After her mother died when she was 
II years old, she left home to live with 
a maternal uncle and his wife in Cleve
land, Ohio. She completed her educa
tion there, and went to New York City 
with a classmate who was interested in 
a career in the theatre. 

Through an extraordinary chain of 
events she met Madama Ada Dow Cur
rier, the great Shakespearean teacher, 
and began to prepare for a career as a 
Shakespearean actress. Olivia per
formed various roles under the heading 
"Heroines of Shakespeare" in New 
York, all produced under the direction 
of Madame Currier. Her studies in 
drama and music continued for 12 
years. 

Troubled by religious conflicts in her 
home, Olivia said she often wondered 
about religion and why the great 
Founders who had appeared through
out history did not appear again. The 
answer to her question came when she 
met Francis Arthur Kelsey and learned 
of the coming of Baha'u'llah. She and 
Mr. Kelsey were married in 1929, and 
three years later she formally embraced 
the Faith. 

The Kelseys' home in New York be
came a center of Baha'i activity and 
hospitality. Olivia began writing poems 
and .articles on various subjects, some 
of which were published in World Or
der magazine: "The American In
dian," "Glimpses of Sweden," "In the 
Mirror of Creation," and "Poverty or 
Wealth?" 

A religious-historical drama depict-

This brief remembrance of O/il'ia 
Kelsey, a Knight of Baha'u'lIah, was 
written bl' Florence Ullrich Kelley of 
Kaneohe: Hawaii, and Lois Bierly 
Walker of Alpha, Ohio. 

ing the early history of the Faith, en
titled "Two Shall Appear," was pub
lished, as were a pageant entitled" Had 
They Believed," a scenario, "A Uni
versal Language," and a satire, "Gul
liver's Return." 

It was during her years in New York 
that Mrs. Kelsey compiled the material 
for her book, Baha'I' Answers, which 
was published (with the approval of the 
National Spiritual Assembly) in 1947, 
The book is a collection of95 questions 
about the Faith with answers compiled 
from the writings of the Bab, Baha
'u'llah and 'Abdu'I-Baha. It is present
ly scheduled for republication with nev. 
material owing to the growth of the 
Faith. 

She became deeply interested in ani
mal welfare. with her source of inspira
tion a Tablet from 'Abdu'I-Baha to 
Roy Wilhelm on kindness to animals. 
She quoted from the Tablet on all of 
her many talks oYer radio and televi
sion on behalf of local and national 
humane organizations, and while 
pioneering in Monaco during the Ten 
Year World Crusade she presented a 
copy of the Tablet to Prince Rainier 
and Princess Grace. 

After Arthur Kelsey's death in 1937, 
Olivia began her long service as a Ba
ha'i pioneer. Under the first Seven 
Year Plan (1937-44) she pioneered to 
Louisville, Kent ucky, at the direction 
of the National Teaching Committee. 
She worked in many communities there 
and helped many others with public in
formation and public relations, two 
subjects that engrossed her attention 
during her entire 50 years in the Faith. 
From the beginning she made efforts to 
reach small !Own newspapers. even go
ing to the towns to make personal con
tacts, 

I n May J 944, Mrs. Kelsey partici
pated in the centenary celebration of 
the Declaration of the Bab, held at the 

Baha'i House of \\'orship in Wilmette. 
Illinois. At the in\ itation of a friend. 
she mO\'ed to I\:ansas, where she re
mained until the call for pioneers came 
at the beginning of the Ten Year Cru
sade in 1953. 

She retired from her profession and 
left the U, S. in \ 1arch 1954 for Mo
naco, for which service she was given 
the honor of being named a Knight of 
Baha'u'llah by the beloved Guardian. 
Shoghi Effendi. 

She made a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land in 1954, and while she was there 
the Guardian told her that, after the 
first Baha'i Assembly was assured in 
Monaco. she could go to France to 
teach the Faith there. And so in 1959, 
in response to a call from the Hands of 
the Cause, she went to Toulouse and 
later to Montpelier to help the Baha'is 
in those cities. During her years in Mo
naco and France she attended many 
European summer schools. the Frank
fort Conference in 1958. and the 
World Jubilee in London in 1963. 

In failing health. Mrs. Kelsey re
turned to the U.S. in ·1964, at the age of 
75, and settled in Columbus, Ohio, 
where she devoted herself particularly 
to publicity work and extension teach
ing. 

When the Five Year Plan was 
launched in 1974. she was able to fulfill 
her wish to go to South Carolina and 
West Virginia on teaching trips. She 
was then 85 years old. 

No longer able to live alone, Mrs. 
Kelsey spent her last few years with 
friends in Xenia and Yellow Springs, 
Ohio, and her final months at the 
Friends Care Center in Yellow Springs. 
But neither ill health nor limited means 
slowed her will to teach or her devotion 
to the Cause she 10Yed. Until the day 
she passed to the Abha Kingdom she 
was actiYely teaching her nurses and all 
who came in contact with her. 
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The world 

Puerto Rico campaign sees 51 declare 
, 

Fifty-one people declared their belief 
in Baha'u'llah during a lO-day teach
ing project last December in Puerto 
Rico that was coordinated by that 
country's Eastern Regional Teaching 
Committee with the help of the Natio
nal Teaching Committee and two other 
regional teaching committees. 

The cities of Yabucoa and Guayama 
on Puerto Rico's southeastern coast 
were raised to Assembly status, while 
several other areas were reinforced 
by the enrollment of new believers. 

The campaign was based at the Ba
ha'i Center in Cayey with several 
teaching teams traveling by car along 
winding mountain roads. Team mem
bers included two families from Cayey 
and three recently enrolled Baha'is. 

The teams spent part of their time 
visiting believers who had not been in 
contact with the friends for several 
months. 

Korea 
A proclamation campaign last Sep

tember, sponsored by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Korea, resulted 
in the publication of brief quotations 
from the Writings on 14 occasions in 
the Seoul Daily News, a national news
paper with a circulation of around 
800,000. 

The newspaper is read in all parts of 
the Republic of Korea, especially by 
government officials and village lead
ers. The quotations from the Writings 
were followed by the publication of an 
article on the basic teachings of the 
Faith. 

Initial response to the publicity in
cluded 16 inquiries from 13 areas of 
Korea, with many more expected to be 
received. 
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Gilberto Trinta (left), a new Bahd'i 
from Yabucoa, Puerto Rico, is shown 
with Bahd'i youlh Chad Smith and 
Rita Luz Porto from Cayey, PuerlO 
Rico, who taught Mr. Trinta during a 

Members of one of the teaching teams 
that participated in a lO-day campaign 
in Puerto Rico last December are 
shown before visiting a viI/age on the 
country's southeastern coast. When 

lO-day teaching campaign last Decem
ber thaI was coordinaled by Puerto 
Rico's Easlern Regional Teaching 
Committee and resu/led in 51 decla
ralions. 

the project was completed, 51 people 
had declared their belief in Bahd'u'I/dh 
and two Groups had been raised to As
sembly status. 



Pakistan 

Speakers at the Human Rights Day 
observance last December II in La
hore, Pakistan, were Auxiliarv Board 
member Y. Bijnori and Juan R: Cole, a 
Baha'i from Los Angeles, California, 
who was in Pakistan to do academic 
research. 

A report of the meeting, held at the 
Lahore Baha'i Center, was published 
the following day in the Pakistan 
Times. 

Forty-five women, Baha'is and non
Baha'is, attended a women's confer
ence November 26 in Rawalpindi. The 
non-Baha'i participants showed great 
interest in the Faith. 

Meanwhile, Baha'i books were pre
sented to the principals of six local col
leges by representatives of the Baha'i 
community of Karachi during a procla
mation week November 22-28. 

A three-member Baha'i delegation 
presented Baha'i literature to the pro
vincial minister of transport and mi
norities. During the 20-minute meet
ing, the minister asked many intelligent 
questions about the Faith's tenets and 
administration. 

The proclamation activities, orga
nized by the Karachi Teaching Com
mittee, included a public meeting on 
November 20. 

One hundred-fifty Baha'is from 21 
localities in Pakistan attended the Ba
ha'i winter school last December 26-28 
in Hyderabad. 

Classes covered Baha'i history, laws, 
administration, and teachings. In addi
tion, special sessions were held on the 
station of martyrdom and the mystery 
of the Greatest Name. 

On one morning, the National 
Youth Committee made a two-hour 
presentation on the Seven Year Plan. 
Children and youth presented skits, 
songs and dramas for the evening ses
sions. 

Auxiliary Board members Parvin 
Yazamedi and Shamsher Ali met dur
ing two afternoon breaks with 20 of 
their assistants. 

S. Nagaratnam, a member of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors for 
Asia, arrived in Pakistan last January 
15 from India. 

After meeting with members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly in Ka-

rachi, Counsellor Nagaratnam con
ducted a two-day deepening program 
for Auxiliary Board members and their 
assistants in Karachi and Hyderabad. 

Mr. Nagaratnam then visited with 
the friends in Rawalpindi and Lahore 
before returning to Karachi. 

A delegation of Baha'is attended a 
reception last December 14 in honor of 
Pakistan's minister of minorities that 
was organized by the Federal Advisory 

Belgium 
Ned Blackmer, a pioneer from the 
United States who is a member of the 
Nariol'lal Spiritual Assembly of France, 
addresses an audience of Baha'is and 
non-Baha'is last October 4 in Arion, 
Belgium, during Belgium's "National 
Teaching Days" conference series or
gani:.:ed by that country's National 
Teaching Commillee. Mr. Blackmer 
spoke about the Baha 'f teachings, Ba
ha'i life, and steps toward a recog
nition of Baha'u'llah. Later, members 
of the audience were divided into small 
groups for discussion of various Ba
ha'i-related topics. 

Hawaii 
Within the first three months of her 

arrival in Hawaii, Samieh Labib, a 
Persian pioneer from the U.S. main
land, had been interviewed on six radio 
stations and by four newspapers re
garding the persecution of Baha'is in 
Iran. 

One of the articles was published by 
a leading newspaper that is read on all 
eight of the Hawaiian islands. 

The publicity about the persecutions 
began during Ms. Labib's visit to the 
island of Maui where she had been ask
ed to represent the National Teaching 
Committee during "Baha'i Week" on 
the' island. 

At a university campus, she ap
proached a woman whom she thought 
was a student. Instead, she found that 
the woman was news director of the 
largest radio station and newspaper on 
Maui. The woman was eager to con-

Council for Minorities Affairs. Both 
the minisfer and his secretary requested 
more Baha'i books. 

Many children attended a Children's 
Weekend School in Karachi last Janu
ary II that was organized by the Ka
rachi Baha'i Education Committee. 

Classes were held in the morning, 
and art and singing contests were held 
during the afternoon, with prizes given 
to the best artists and performers. 

duct an interview and immediately call
ed for a photographer. 

As a result, Ms. Labib was inter
viewed on all four of the island's radio 
stations and by both newspapers. 

Afterward, she was invited to speak 
at an annual women's conference on 
the role of Baha'i women in Iran. 
Hawaii's female lieutenant governor, 
who also spoke at the conference, in
vited Ms. Labib to a private luncheon 
at the state capitol. 

A bond of friendship was estab
lished, and the lieutenant governor was 
invited to a Persian dinner at Ms. 
Labib's home in Honolulu on January 
15 to which leading government offi
cials and the media were invited to 
meet with members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Hawaii. 
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India 

Above is a general view of the con- the Indian sub-continent near New 
struction siTe of the MOTher Temple of Delhi showing particular(v The podium 

Vanuatu Switzerland 
More than 50 people declared their \ 

belief in Baha'u'llah during a teaching 
campaign last October in Middle Bush, 
Tanna, Vanuatu. 

During the last few months, a special 
committee of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Vanuatu has been pro
claiming the Faith to government of
ficials. Among those who have been 
contacted are the President, George 
Sokamanu: the speaker of the parlia
ment, and Vanuatu's roving ambassa
dor. 

slab and ancillary building. The central 
circular inner podium is the floor of 

. All of these officials have been pleas
ed to accept literature presented to 
them, and have expressed their sym
pathy and support for the Baha'is in 
Iran. Shown here are children who allended held in Mels. 

The 1981-82 Swiss Bahd'/ winter school 
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the House of Worship, hemmed by 
stagings for six of the nine arches, 

Liberia 

Shortly after Edward Epp, a pioneer 
from Canada who is a professional art
ist, arrived last September in Mon
rovia, Liberia, the University of Li
beria's art department asked him to 
participate in an art exhibition that 
resulted in a substantial proclamation 
of the Faith. 

Mr. Epp spoke of the Faith during 
an interview to promote the art exhibit 
on a nationwide television program. 
The interview also was broadcast on 
radio. 

The Faith was again the subject of 
conversation when many of the people 
Mr. Epp met in the process of prepar
ing his works for the exhibit asked why 
he had come to their country. 

And the Faith was mentioned prom
inently in Mr. Epp's printed biographi-

upon which will rise the superstructure. 
The surrounding outer podium will 

cal statement that was distributed at 
the exhibition. The explanation of his 
works included a quotation frQm the 
Writings of Baha'u'llah. 

The exhibit was seen by the presi
dent, faculty and students at the uni
versity as well as by embassy personnel 
and the general public. 

One university instructor asked for 
some Baha'j books, and several stu
dents expressed an interest in attending 
firesides. 

r 

comprise the walkway around the 
House of Worship. 

Edward Epp, a professional artist from 
Canada, used his talents to proclaim 
the Faith upon his arrival last Sep
tember as a pioneer to Monrovia, Li
beria. 
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EI Salvador 

A four-fold increase in contributions 
to the National Fund resulted from a 
conference on sacrifice in El Salvador 
last October that was sponsored by 
that country's National Spiritual As
sembly. 

The dramatic increase in contribu
tions came at "the halfway point of a 
two-month period of prayer and sacri
fice called for by the National Assem
bly in its efforts to sustain the teaching 
acti\'ity in El Salvador without finan
cial assistance from the International 

Papua New Guinea 

Continental Counsellor Suhayl 'Aid'!, 
(left) consults with members of the 
Auxiliary Board for Papua New 
Guinea (left to right) Rosalind Bale, 
Elti Kunak, Ruhi Mills and Lundeng. 
The meeting took place in Rabaul, 

This newly acquired Baha'i' Center in 
Rabaul, Papua New Guinea. was firsT 
used lasl September when a meeting on 
the Fund was held there. The meeting 
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Fund. 

Contributions were received in the 
form of donated clothes and jewelry, 
cash, and increased monthly pledges by 
the friends. The National Spiritual As
sembly has in past years called for sim
ilar periods of sacrifice. 

Increases in the number of enroll
ments and in the number of new Local 
Spiritual Assemblies being formed are 
reported in Sonsonate and Santa Ana, 
El Salvador. 

Papua New Guinea, in June. It fol
lowed a gathering of about 50 believers 
and their guests who saw a film made 
during the laying of the cornerstone for 
the Mashriqu'I-Adhkar in Samoa. 

was conducted by the treasurer of {he 
National Spiritual Assemb~v of Papua 
New Guinea. 

Nearly 200 believers attended an 
area teaching conference October 25 in 
Sonsonate, where daily radio programs 
on the Faith have been broadcast since 
1980. The announcer for these pro
grams has become a Baha'i, and each 
week a handful of enrollment cards 
from Sons onate arrives at El Salva
dor's National Baha'i Center. 

The Faith has received widespread 
publicity in EI Salvador as a result of 
two recent interviews of Baha'is on two 
television programs. 

Auxiliary Board member Gabriel 
Torres and two members of the Spiri
tual Assembly of San Salvador were in
terviewed for about 45 minutes on a 
program called "Popular Dialogue on 
Education" that was broadcast three 
times. 

Rafael Garcia, secretary of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of EI Salva
dor, and a young Salvadorean-Iranian 
Baha'i couple were interviewed on a 
TV program called "Family." 

Professor Jose Antonio Mayorga, a 
Baha'i who is the interviewer for both 
of these weekly programs, asked the 
National Spiritual Assembly to select 
individuals for the program following 
Counsellor Hidayatu'llah Ahma
diyyih's meeting October II with the 
National Assembly and members of 
the National Teaching Committee. Dr. 
Ahmadiyyih had encouraged greater 
efforts to obtain publicity for the Faith 
in EI Salvador. 

Approximately 200 people attended 
a youth conference October 17-18 at 
Lake Coatepeque that was sponsored 
by EI Salvador's National Youth Com
mittee. Contributions made at the con
ference paid for more than one-half of 
its costs. 

One week later, some 40 Baha'is at
tended a conference sponsored by the 
National Children's Committee. 
Among the topics for discussion were 
teaching spiritual values to children 
and planning children's classes. 

A traveling teaching team has made 
several trips to towns and villages not 
directly affected by combat in EI Sal
vador's ongoing civil war. 

In one village, San Juan Tepezontes, 
there are now about 15 believers, and 
many others seem receptive to the Ba
ha'i Message. 

--
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Trinidad/Tobago 

Dr. Harry Collymore (standing), chair
man of the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Trinidad and Tobago, addresses 
the first of what is hoped will become a 
series of inter-religious meetings last 
October 21 at the city hall in Port of 
Spain, Trinidad. The theme of the Ba
ha'{-sponsored event to which leaders 
and representatives of the established 
religious bodies were invited was 
"How Can Religious {lnity Be Achier
ed?" 

Malawi 
Eighty-six people attended a teach

ing conference last June 13-14 that was 
organized by the Spiritual Assembly of 
Mangombo, Malawi. 

Classes were held on the importance 
of the Local Spiritual Assembly, the 
Fund, direct teaching, and the impor
tance of child education. The program 
included dawn prayers and the reading 
of Baha'i writings. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Malawi praised the Spiritual Assembly 
of Mangombo for its "self-reliance" in 
planning the two-day teaching confer
ence. 

The head man of Mangombo ex
pressed his pleasure with the Faith, 
saying, " ... I have had no Baha'i case 
in my court. What I have seen in the 
Baha'is is unity, peace and love." 

-~ , 

Alaska 

.. 

One hundred-forty Baha'is from 25 
local ties attended the 1981 Alaska Na
tional Teaching Conference last Octo
ber IO-II at the Wildwood Native 
Complex near Kenai. 

Speakers included Continental 
Counsellors Angus Cowan and Lau
retta King and Auxiliary Board mem
bers Jella Brewer, Eugene King and 
John Kolstoe. 

The conference began with a review 
of Alaska's goals for the Seven Year 
Plan, which include the need to in
crease significantly the number of be
lievers in Alaska including indigenous 
peoples. 

Others who spoke at the conference 
were Ben Kahn. a Navajo Indian be
liever from Window Rock. Arizona, 
and Lee Brown, a native believer from 
Vancouver, Canada. 

Two years ago, Alaskan Baha'is who 

Cheryl Thorpe (standing), a pioneer to 
Trinidad from the United States. ad
dresses members of the press and of the 
National Spiritual Assemb~v of Trini
dad and Tobago during a press con
ference last Octoher 20 called to pro
ride updated information on the plight 
of Baha 'l~<; in Irall. Mrs. Thorpe spoke 
ahout the sign!ficance of the Bah. 
while another pioneer. Dr. Hamid Fa
rabi from the L"nited Kingdom. pre
sented reporters with an update on the 
situation of the friends in Iran . 

are members of the Tlingit tribe 
adopted Counsellor Cowan into their 
"family." At this year's conference, 
two of the Tlingit friends presented 
him with a ceremonial blanket during a 
Tlingit "naming ceremony." 

Zambia 

Baha'is in ~lpika, Zambia, have 
opened five new localities to the Faith, 
introduced the Faith to district authori
ties in Chinsali. and participated in ag
ricultural shows in Mpika, Isoka, and 
Chief Chikwanda, where about 600 
people heard about the Faith. 

The friends in ~1pika hold regular 
deepening classes. early morning 
prayer sessions, and weekly firesides. 
Several young Baha'is who were re
cently graduated from Mpika Agricul
tural College hope to become home
front pioneers. 
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World Centre 

Iranian Baha'is disp.Iay faith, courage 

ACCOUNTS HEROISM BELIEVERS CRADLE FAITH 
FILL OUR HEARTS WITH FEELI~GS OF AWE, 
GRATITUDE, ADMIRATION. MOUNTING CRUEL
TIES OPPRESSORS MATCHED BY HEIGHTENED EN
DURANCE STEADFASTNESS STAUNCH SUPPORT
ERS GREATEST NAME. 

SINCE LAST REPORT ON 11 JANUARY 1982 CROWN 
MARTYRDOM HAS ADORNED TWO MORE LOVING 
SOULS, HUSAYN VAHDAT-I-HAQ OF TEHERAN 
AND IBRAHIM KHA YRKHAH OF BABU'L-SAR. THE 
FORMER, A HIGHLY QUALIFIED ELECTRONICS 
ENGINEER, WAS EXECUTED O~ 28 FEBRUARY, 
EVE OBSERVANCE DECLARATION BAB ACCORD
ING LUNAR CALENDAR, AND MR. KHAYRKHAH, 
ACTIVE BELIEVER CASPIAN AREA, TWO DAYS 
EARLIER. BOTH EXECUTED BURIED UNCERE
MONIOUSLY WITHOUT RELATIVES FRIENDS BE
ING INFOR'fED. 

CONFISCATION OF HOMES I:\:\OCE:\T BAHA'is 
WITHOUT PROVOCATION IS CO~TI~UING. LOOT-
1NG AND AUCTIONI~G OF FCR:\ISHINGS OF BA
HA'I HOME I~ ARDIKAN NEAR YAZD WAS PRE
LUDE TO SERIES SiMILAR RAIDS ON HOMES 
OTHER BAHA'IS THAT TOWN. 1:\ SHIRAZ 17 MORE 
HOMES EITHER CONFISCATED OR IN PROCESS 
CONFISCATION. 35 ADDITIONAL BANK ACCOUNTS 
OF BAHA'IS IN SHIRAZ NOW FROZEN. SCORES OF 
BAHA'IS HAVE LOST THEIR JOBS OR BEEN DE
PRIVED OF THEIR BUSINESS A~D TRADE LI
CENSES. ON ONE OCCASION A HIGH-RANKING AV
THORITY DECREED, IN REPLY TO QUESTIO~ 
FROM INSURANCE COMPANY , THAT A BAHA'I WI
DOW HAD ~O RIGHT COLLECT HALF HER HLS
BAND'S PE:"SION DUE HER NOR RETAIN CUSTODY 
HER CHILDREN. HISTORIC BAHA'I SITES PRO
GRESSIVEL Y BEING DEMOLISHED INCLUDI:\G 
HOUSE BABIYYIH IN MASHHAD. 

IN FACE SUCH OPPRESSIVE MEASURES, 
THOUSANDS BAHA'IS IRA~ L:\'n~DFUL OF POS
SIBLE DIRE CONSEQUE~CES. HAVE COLRA
GEOUSL Y APPEALED BY LETTER OR CABLE TO 
VARIOUS HIGH OFFICIALS AT :\ATIONAL AND LO
CAL LEVELS COMPLAINING ABOUT BARBARIC 
ACTS GROSS INJUSTICE, HAVE REVEALED THEIR 
NAMES AND ADDRESSES, AND HAVE EXPRESSED 

HOPE THAT FEAR GOD WILL ULTIMATELY A WA
KEN BLOODTHIRSTY AND HATE-FILLED INDIVI
DUALS TO DISGRACEFUL ABUSE THEIR POWERS 
AND INDUCE THEM CEASE BEHAVIOUR ABHOR
RENT ALL CIVILIZED PEOPLE. 

BAHA'IS IRAN ARE GRATEFUL THEIR BRETHREN 
THROUGHOUT WORLD BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT 
ONL Y SUCCESSFULLY RAISED THEIR VOICES IN 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL FORUMS BUT 
ALSO HAVE PLEDGED REDOUBLE THEIR EFFORTS 
SERVE BAHA'U'LLAH IN NAME CO-WORKERS 
CRADLE FAITH, IN ORDER TO COUNTERACT EVIL 
MACHINA TIONS ENEMIES CAUSE DESIGNED 
ERADICATE FAITH IN LAND ITS BIRTH. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
MARCH 9, 1982 
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Mother Temple of the West 

Master's talk at cornerstone ceremony 

The power which has gathered you 
here today notwithstanding the cold 
and windy weather is, indeed. mighty 
and wonderful. It is the power of God, 
the divine favor of Baha'u'lhih which 
has drawn you together. We praise 
God that through His constraining love 
human souls are assembled and asso
ciated in this way. 

Thousands of Mashriqu'I-Adhkars, 
dawning-points of praise and mention 
of God for all religionists will be built 
in the East and in the West, but this, 
being the first one erected in the Occi
dent, has great importance. In the fu
ture there will be many here and else
where-in Asia. Europe, even in Af
rica, New Zealand and Australia-but 
this edifice in Chicago is of especial sig
nificance. It has the same importance 
as the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar in 'Ish
qabad, Caucasus, Russia, the first one 
built there. In Persia there are many; 
some are houses which have been uti
lized for the purpose, others are homes 
entirely devoted to the Divine Cause, 
and in some places temporary struc
tures have been erected. 

In all the cities of Persia there are 
Mashriqu'I-Adhkars, but the great 
dawning-point was founded in 'Ish
qabad. It possesses superlative impor
tance because it was the first Mash
riqu'l-Adhkar built. All the Baha'i 
friends agreed and contributed their ut
most assistance and effort. The Afnan 
devoted his wealth, gave all he had to 
it. From such a mighty and combined 
effort a beautiful edifice arose. Not
withstanding their contributions to 
that building, they have assisted the 

The address given by 'Abdu'I-Bahd 
before laying the cornerstone for (he 
Mother Temple of the West on May 1, 
1912, is reprinted from The Promulga
tion of Universal Peace, pp. 71-72. 

fund here in Chicago as well. The 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar in 'Ishqabad is al
most completed. It is centrally located, 
nine avenues leading into it, nine gar
dens. nine fountains; all the arrange
ment and construction is according to 
the principle and proportion of the 
number nine. It is like a beautiful bou
quet. Imagine a very lofty, imposing 
edifice surrounded completely by gar
dens of variegated flowers, with nine 
avenues leading through them. nine 
fountains and pools of water. Such is 
its matchless. beautiful design. Now 

they are building a hospital, a school 
for orphans, a home for cripples, a 
hospice and a large dispensary. God 
willing, when it is fully completed, it 
will be a paradise. 

I hope the Mashriqu'I-Adhkar in 
Chicago will be like this. Endeavor to 
have the grounds circular in shape. If 
possible adjust and exchange the plots 
in order to make the dimensions and 
boundaries circular. The Mashriqu' 1-
Adhkar cannot be triangular in shape. 
I! must be in the form of a circle. 
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Mother Temple of the West 

'So vast and significant an enterprise 
, 

• • • 
: 

M,J' well-beloved friends: 
Ever since that remarkable manifes

tation of Baha'i solidarity and self-sac
rifice which has signalized the proceed
ings of last year's memorable Conven
tion, I have been expectantly awaiting 
the news of a steady and continuous 
support of the Plan which can alone in
sure, ere the present year draws to its 
close, the resumption of building 
operations on our beloved Temple. 

Moved by an impulse that I could 
not resist, I have felt impelled to forego 
what may be regarded as the most valu
able and sacred possession in the Holy 
Land for the furthering of that noble 
enterprise which you have set your 
hearts to achieve. With the hearty con
currence of our dear BahA'i brother, 
ZiaoullAh Asgarzadeh, who years ago 
donated it to the Most Holy Shrine, 
this precious ornament of the Tomb of 
BahA'u'IIAh has been already shipped 
to your shores, with our fondest hope 
that the proceeds from its sale may at 
once ennoble and reinforce the unnum
bered offerings of the American be
lievers already accumulated on the 
altar of Baha'i sacrifice. I have longed 
ever since to witness such evidences of 
spontaneous and generous response on 
your part as would tend to fortify 
within me a confidence that has never 
wavered in the inexhaustible vitality of 
the Faith of Baha'u'llah in that land. 

I need not stress at this moment the 
high hopes which so startling a display 
of unsparing devotion to our sacred 
Temple has already aroused in the 
breasts of the multitude of our breth
ren throughout the E~st. Nor is it I feel 
necessary to impress upon those who 

This letter from the beloved Guar
dian, dated October 25, 1929, and en
titled "The Spiritual Significance of 
the Mashriqu 'I-Adhkar, " is reprinted 
from The Baha'i World, Vol. III 
(1928-30), pp. 159-163. 
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are primarily concerned with its erec
tion the gradual change of outlook 
which the early prospect of the con
struction of the far-famed Mashriqu'l
Adhkar in America has unmistakably 
occasioned in high places among the 
hitherto sceptical and indifferent to
wards the merits and the practicability 
of the Faith proclaimed by Baha
'u'llah. Neither do I need to expatiate 
upon the hopes and fears of the Great
est Holy Leaf, now in the evening of 
her life, with deepening shadows caus
ed by failing eyesight and declining 
strength swiftly gathering about her, 
yearning to hear as the one remaining 
solace in her swiftly ebbing life the 
news of the resumption of work on an 
Edifice, the glories of which she has, 
from the lips of 'Abdu'l-Baha, Him
self, learned to admire. I cannot surely 
overrate at the present juncture in the 
progress of our task the challenging 
character of these remaining months of 
the year as a swiftly passing oppor
tunity which it is in our power to seize 
and utilize, ere it is too late, for the 
edification of our expectant brethren 
throughout the East, for the vindica
tion in the eyes of the world at large of 
the realities of our Faith, and last but 
not least for the realization of what is 
the Greatest Holy Leafs fondest de
sire. 

As I have already intimated in the 
course of my conversations with visit
ing pilgrims, so vast and significant an 
enterprise as the construction of the 
first Mashriqu'l-Adhkar of the West 
should be supported, not by the muni
ficence of a few but by the joint con
tributions of the entire mass of the con
vinced followers of the Faith. It cannot 
be denied that the emanations of spiri
tual power and inspiration destined to 
radiate from the central Edifice of the 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar will to a very large 
extent depend upon the range and va-

riety of the contributing believers, as 
well as upon the nature and degree of 
self-abnegation which their unsolicited 
offerings will entail ... 

True, we cannot fail to realize at the 
present stage of our work the extremely 
limited number of contributors quali
fied to lend financial support to such a 
vast, such an elaborate and costly en
terprise. We are fully aware of the 
many issues and varied Baha'i activi
ties that are unavoidably held in abey
ance pending the successful conclusion 
of the Plan of Unified Action. We are 
only too conscious of the pressing need 
of some sort of befitting and concrete 
embodiment of the spirit animating the 
Cause that would stand in the heart of 
the American Continent both as a wit
ness and as a rallying center to the 
manifold activities of a fast growing 
Faith. But spurred by those reflections 
may we not bestir ourselves and resolve 
as we have never resolved before to 
hasten by every means in our power the 
consummation of this all-absorbing yet 
so meritorious a task? I beseech you, 
dear friends, not to allow considera
tions of number, or the consciousness 
of the limitation of our resources, or 
even the experience of inevitable set
backs which every mighty undertaking 
is bound to encounter, to blur your vi
sion, to dim your hopes, or to paralyze 
your efforts in the prosecution of your 
divinely appointed task. Neither, do I 
entreat you, to suffer the least devia
tion into the paths of expediency and 
compromise to obstruct those channels 
of vivifying grace that can alone pro
vide the inspiration and strength vital 
not only to the successful conduct of its 
material construction, but to the ful
fillment of its high destiny. 

And while we bend our efforts and 
strain our nerves in a feverish pursuit 
to provide the necessary means for the 
speedy construction of the Mashriqu'I-



Adhkar, may we not pause for a mo
ment to examine those statements 
which set forth the purpose as well as 
the functions of this symbolical yet so 
spiritually potent Edifice? It will be 
readily admitted that at a time when 
the tenets of a Faith, not yet fully 
emerged from the fires of repression, 
are as yet improperly defined and im
perfectly understood, the utmost cau
tion should be exercised in revealing 
the true nature of those institutions 
which are indissolubly associated with 
its name. 

Without attempting an exhaustive 
survey of the distinguishing features 
and purpose of the Mashriqu'l
Adhkar, I should feel content at the 
present time to draw your attention to 
what I regard as certain misleading 
statements that have found currency in 
various quarters, and which may lead 
gradually to a grave misapprehension 
of the true purpose and essential char
acter of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar. 

It should be borne in mind that the 
central Edifice of the Mashriqu'l
Adhkar, round which in the fulness of 
time shall cluster such institutions of 
social service as shall afford relief to 
the suffering, sustenance to the poor, 
shelter to the wayfarer, solace to the 
bereaved, and education to the igno
rant, should be regarded apart from 
these Dependencies, as a House solely 
designed and entirely dedicated to the 
worship of God in accordance with the 
few yet definitely prescribed principles 
established by Baha'u'lhih in the 
Kitabu'l-Aqdas. It should not be in
ferred, however, from this general 
statement that the interior of the cen
tral Edifice itself will be converted into 
a conglomeration of religious services 
conducted along lines associated with 
the traditional procedure obtaining in 
churches, mosques, synagogues, and 
other temples of worship. Its various 
avenues of approach, all converging 
towards the central Hall beneath its 
dome, will not serve as admittance to 
those sectarian adherents of rigid for
mulae and man-made creeds, each 
bent, according to his way, to observe 
his rites, recite his prayers, perform his 
ablutions, and display the particular 
symbols of his faith, within separately 
defined sections of Baha'u'llah's Uni
versal House of Worship. Far from the 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar offering such a 
spectacle of incoherent and confused 

sectarian observances and rites, a con
dition wholly incompatible with the 
provisions of the Aqdas and irrecon
cilable with the spirit it inculcates, the 
central House of Baha'i worship, en
shrined within the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar, 
will gather within its chastened walls, 
in a serenely spiritual atmosphere, only 
those who, discarding forever the trap
ping of elaborate and ostentatious 
ceremony, are willing worshippers of 
the one true God, as manifested in this 
age in the Person of Baha'u'llah. To 
them will the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar sym
bolize the fundamental verity underly
ing the Baha'i Faith, that religious 
truth is not absolute but relative, that 
Divine Revelation is not final but pro
gressive. Theirs will be the conviction 
that an all-loving and ever-watchful 
Father Who, in the past, and at various 
stages in the evolution of mankind, has 
sent forth His Prophets as the Bearers 
of His Light to mankind, cannot at this 
critical period of their civilization 
withhold from His children the Guid
ance which they sorely need amid the 
darkness which has beset them, and 
which neither the light of science nor 
that of human intellect and wisdom 
can succeed in dissipating. And thus 
having recognized in Baha'u'llah the 
source whence this celestial light pro
ceeds, they will irresistibly feel at
tracted to seek the shelter of His 
House, and congregate therein, un
hampered by ceremonials and unfet
tered by creed, to render homage to the 
one true God, the Essence and Orb of 
eternal Truth, and to exalt and mag
nify the name of His Messengers and 
Prophets Who, from time immemorial 
even unto our day, have, under divers 
circumstances and in varying measure, 
mirrored forth to a dark and wayward 
world the light of heavenly Guidance. 

But, however inspiring the concep
tion of Baha'i worship, as witnessed in 
the central Edifice of this exalted Tem
ple, it cannot be regarded as the sole, 
nor even the essential, factor in the 
part which the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar, as 
designed by Baha'u'llah, is destined to 
play in the organic life of the Baha'i 
community. Divorced from the social, 
humanitarian, educational and scien
tific pursuits centering around the De
pendencies of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar, 
Baha'i worship, however exalted in its 
conception, however passionate in fer
vor, can never hope to achieve beyond 

the meager and often transitory results 
produced by the contemplations of the 
ascetic or the communion of the pas
sive worshipper. It cannot afford last
ing satisfaction and benefit to the wor
shipper himself, much less to humanity 
in general, unless and until translated 
and transfused into that dynamic and 
disinterested service to the cause of hu
manity which it is the supreme privilege 
of the Dependencies of the Mashriqu'l
Adhkar to facilitate and promote. Nor 
will the exertions, no matter how disin
terested and strenuous, of those who 
within the precincts of the Mashriqu'l
Adhkar will be engaged in administer
ing the affairs of the future BaM'i 
Commonwealth, fructify and prosper 
unless they are brought into close and 
daily communion with those spiritual 
agencies centering in and radiating 
from the central Shrine of the Mash
riqu'l-Adhkar. Nothing short of direct 
and constant interaction between the 
spiritual forces emanating from this 
House of Worship centering in the 
heart of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar, and 
the energies consciously displayed by 
those who administer its affairs in their 
service to humanity can possibly pro
vide the necessary agency capable of 
removing the ills that have so long and 
so grievously afflicted humanity. For it 
is assuredly upon the consciousness of 
the efficacy of the Revelation of BaM
'u'llah, reinforced on one hand by 
spiritual communion with His Spirit, 
and on the other by the intelligent ap
plication and the faithful execution of 
the principles and laws He revealed, 
that the salvation of a world in travail 
must ultimately depend. And of all the 
institutions that stand associated with 
His Holy Name, surely none save the 
institution of the Mashriqu'I-AdhkAr 
can most adequately provide the essen
tials of Baha'i worship and service, 
both so vital to the regeneration of the 
world. Therein lies the secret of the lof
tiness, of the potency, of the unique 
position of the Mashriqu'I-AdhkAr as 
one of the outstanding institutions con
ceived by Baha'u'llah. 

Dearly beloved friends! May we not 
as the trustees of so priceless a heri
tage, arise to fulfil our high destiny? 
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Mother Temple of the West 

The Guardian describes Temple's impact 

... significant has been the erection 
of the superstructure and the comple
tion of the exterior ornamentation of 
the first Mashriqu'I-Adhkar of the 
West, the noblest of the exploits which 
have immortalized the services of the 
American Baha'i community to the 
Cause of Baha'u'llah. Consummated 
through the agency of an efficiently 
functioning and newly established Ad
ministrative Order, this enterprise has 
itself immensely enhanced the prestige, 
consolidated the strength and ex
panded the subsidiary institutions of 
the community that made its building 
possible. 

Conceived forty-one years ago; ori
ginating with the petition spontaneous
ly addressed, in March 1903 to 'Ab
du'l-Baha by the "House of Spiri
tuality" of the Baha'is of Chi
cago-the first Baha'i center estab
lished in the Western world-the mem
bers of which, inspired by the example 
set by the builders of the Mashriqu'l
Adhkar of 'Ishqabad, had appealed 
for permission to construct a similar 
Temple in America; blessed by His ap
proval and high commendation in a 
Tablet revealed by Him in June of that 
same year; launched by the delegates of 
various American Assemblies, assem
bled in Chicago in November, 1907, 
for the purpose of choosing the site of 
the Temple; established on a national 
basis through a religious corporation 
known as the "Baha'i Temple Unity," 
which was incorporated shortly after 
the first American Baha'i Convention 
held in that same city in March, 1909; 
honored through the dedication cere
mony presided over by 'Abdu'l-Baha 

These passages by the beloved Guar
dian, Shoghi Effendi, concerning the 
Baha'i House of Worship in America 
are taken from God Passes By, chapter 
XXII, pp. 348-353. 
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... this enterprise (the Temple) 
has itself immensely enhanced 
the prestige, consolidated the 
strength and expanded the sub
sidiary institutions of the com
munity that made its building 
possible. 

Himself when visiting that site in May. 
1912, this enterprise-the crowning 
achievement of the Administrative Or
der of the Faith of Baha'u'llah in the 
first Baha'i century-had, ever since 
that memorable occasion, been pro
gressing intermittently until the time 
when the foundations of that Order 
having been firmly laid in the North 
American continent the American Ba
ha'i community was in a position to 
utilize the instruments which it had 
forged for the efficient prosecution of 
its task. 

After the 1914 American BaM' i 
Convention the purchase of the Tem
ple property was completed. The 1920 
Convention, held in New York, having 
been previously directed by 'Abdu'l
Baha to select the design of that Tem
ple, chose from among a number of de
signs competitively submitted to it that 
of Louis J. Bourgeois, a French-Cana
dian architect, a selection that was later 
confirmed by 'Abdu'I-Baha Himself. 
The contracts for the sinking of the 
nine great caissons supporting the cen
tral portion of the building, extending 
to rock at a depth of 120 feet below the 
ground level, and for the construction 
of the basement structure, were suc
cessively awarded in December, 1920 
and August, 1921. In August, 1930, in 
spite of the prevailing economic crisis. 
and during a period of unemployment 
unparalleled in American history, ano
ther contract, with twenty-four addi-

tional sub-contracts, for the erection of 
the superstructure was placed, and the 
work completed by May 1, 1931, on 
which day the first devotional service 
in the new structure was celebrated, co
inciding with the 19th anniversary of 
the dedication of the grounds by 'Ab
du'I-Baha. The ornamentation of the 
dome was started in June, 1932, and 
finished in January, 1934. The orna
mentation of the clerestory was com
pleted in 1935. and that of the gallery 
unit below it in November, 1938. The 
mainstory ornamentation was, despite 
the outbreak of the present war, under
taken in April, 1940, and completed in 
July, 1942; whilst the eighteen circular 
steps were placed in position by De
cember, 1942, seventeen months in ad
vance of the centenary celebration of 
the Faith, by which time the exterior of 
the Temple was scheduled to be finish
ed, and forty years after the petition of 
the Chicago believers had been sub
mitted to and granted by 'Abdu'l
BaM. 

This unique edifice, the first fruit of 
a slowly maturing Administrative Or
der, the noblest structure reared in the 
first Baha'i century, and the symbol 
and precursor of a future world civili
zation, is situated in the heart of the 
North American continent, on the wes
tern shore of Lake Michigan, and is 
surrounded by its own grounds com
prising a little less than seven acres. It 
has been financed, at cost of over a 
million dollars, by the American Ba
ha'i community, assisted at times by 
voluntary contributions of recognized 
believers in East and West, of Chris
tian, of Muslim, of Jewish, of Zoro
astrian, of Hindu and Buddhist extrac
tion. It has been associated, in its ini
tial phase, with 'Abdu'I-Baha, and in 
the concluding stages of its construc
tion with the memory of the Greatest 



Holy Leaf, the Purest Branch and their 
mother. The structure itself is a pure 
white nonagonal building, of original 
and unique design, rising from a flight 
of white stairs encircling its base; and 
surmounted by a majestic and beauti
fully proportioned dome, bearing nine 
tapering symmetrically placed ribs of 
decorative as well as structural signifi
cance, which soar to its apex and fi
nally merge into a common unit point
ing skyward. Its framework is con
structed of structural steel enclosed in 
concrete, the material of its ornamen
tation consisting of a combination of 
crystalline quartz, opaque quartz and 
white Portland cement, producing a 
composition clear in texture, hard and 
enduring as stone, impervious to the 
elements, and cast into a design as deli
cate as lace. It soars 191 feet from the 
floor of its basement to the culmina
tion of the ribs, clasping the hemi
spherical dome which is forty-nine feet 

. high, with an external diameter of 
ninety feet, and one-third of the sur-

face of which is perforated to admit 
light during the day and emit light at 
night. It is buttressed by pylons forty
five feet in height, and bears above its 
nine entrances, one of which faces 
'Akka, nine selected quotations from 
the writings of BaM'u'llah, as well as 
the Greatest Name in the center of each 
of the arches over its doors. It is con
secrated exclusively to worship, devoid 
of all ceremony and ritual, is provided 
with an auditorium which can seat 
1600 people, and is to be supplemented 
by accessory institutions of social ser
vice to be established in its vicinity, 
such as an orphanage, a hospital, a dis
pensary for the poor, a home for the 
incapacitated, a hostel for travelers 
and a college for the study of arts and 
sciences. It had already, long before its 
construction, evoked, and is now in
creasingly evoking, though its interior 
ornamentation is as yet unbegun, such 
interest and comment, in the public 
press, in technical journals and in 
magazines, of both the United States 
and other countries, as to justify the 
hopes and expectations entertained for 
it by 'Abdu'I-BaM. Its model exhibited 
at Art centers, galleries, state fairs and 
national expositions-among which 
may be mentioned the Century of Pro
gress Exhibition, held in Chicago in 
1933, where no less than ten thousand 
people, passing through the Hall of Re-

ligions, must have viewed it every 
day-its replica forming a part of the 
permanent exhibit of the Museum of 
Science and Industry in Chicago; its 
doors now thronged by visitors from 
far and near, whose number, during 
the period from June, 1932, to Octo
ber, 1941, has exceeded 130,000 peo
ple, representing almost every country 

'When the foundation of the 
Maroriqu'I-Adbkar is laid in 
America, and that Divine Edi
fice is completed. a most won
derful and thrilling motion will 
appear in the world of exis
tence ... ' 

in the world, this great "Silent Teach
er" of the Faith of BaM'u'llah, it may 
be confidently asserted, has contrib
uted to the diffusion of the knowledge 
of His Faith and teachings in a measure 
which no other single agency, operat
ing within the framework of its Admin
istrative Order, has ever remotely ap
proached. 

"When the foundation of the Mash
riqu'I-Adhkdr is laid in America--:-' 
'Abdu'I-Baha Himself has predicted, 
"and that Divine Edifice is completed, 
a most wonderful and thrilling motion 
will appear in the world of exis
tence .. . From that point of light the 
spirit of teaching, spreading the Cause 
of God and promoting the teachings of 
God, will permeate to all parts of the 
world." "Out of this Mashriqu'l
Adhkdr," He has affirmed in the 
Tablets of the Divine Plan, "without 
doubt, thousands of Mashriqu'l
Adhkdrs will be born." "It marks," 
He, furthermore, has written, "the in
ception of the Kingdom of God on 
earth. " And again: "It is the manifest 
Standard waving in the center of that 
great continent." "Thousands of 
Mashriqu'I-Adhkdrs, " He, when dedi
cating the grounds of the Temple, de
clared, " .... will be built in the East 
and in the West, but this, being the 
first erected in the Occident, has great 
importance." "This organization of 
the Mashriqu 'I-Adhkdr," He, refer
ring to that edifice, has moreover 
stated, . 'will be a model for the coming 
centuries, and will hold the station of 
the mother. " 

"Its inception," the Architect of the 

Temple has himself testified, "was not 
from man, for, as musicians, artists, 
poets receive their inspiration from 
another realm, so the Temple's archi
tect, through all his years of labor, was 
ever conscious that Baha'u'llah was the 
creator of this building to be erected to 
His glory." "Into this new design," 
he, furthermore, has written, " .... is 
woven, in symbolic form, the great Ba
ha'i teaching of unity-the unity of all 
religions of all mankind. There are 
combinations of mathematical lines, 
symbolizing those of the universe, and 
in their intricate merging of circle into 
circle, and circle within circle, we vis
ualize the merging of all the religions 
into one." And again: "A circle of 
steps, eighteen in all, will surround the 
structure on the outside, and lead to 
the auditorium floor. These eighteen 
steps represent the eighteen first dis
ciples of the Bab, and the door to 
which they lead stands for the Bab 
Himself." "As the essence of the pure 
original teachings of the historic re
ligions was the same ... in the BaM'i 
Temple is used a composite architec
ture, expressing the essence in the line 
of each of the great architectural styles, 
harmonizing them into one whole." 

'Temple of Light' 

"It is the first new idea in architec
ture since the 13th century," declared a 
distinguished architect, H. Van Buren 
Magonigle, President of the Architec
tural League, after gazing upon a 
plaster model of the Temple on exhi
bition in the Engineering Societies 
Building in New York, in June 1920. 
"The Architect," he, moreover, has 
stated, "has conceived a Temple of 
Light in which structure, as usually un
derstood. is to be concealed, visible 
support eliminated as far as possible, 
and the whole fabric to take on the airy 
substance of a dream. It is a lacy en
velope enshrining an idea, the idea of 
light, a shelter of cobweb interposed 
between earth and sky, struck through 
and through with light-light which 
shall partly consume the forms and 
make of it a thing of faery." 

"In the geometric forms of the or
namentation." a writer in the well
known publication Architectural Rec
ord has written, "covering the columns 
and surrounding windows and doors of 
the Temple, one deciphers all the reli
gious symbols of the world. Here are 
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the swastika, the circle, the cross, the 
triangle, the double triangle or six 
pointed star (Solomon's seal)-but 
more than this-the noble symbol of 
the spiritual orb ... the five pointed 
star; the Greek Cross, the Roman 
cross, and supreme above all, the won
derful nine pointed star, figured in the 
structure of the Temple itself, and ap
pearing again and again in its orna
mentation as significant of the spiritual 
glory in the world today." 

"The greatest creation since the 
Gothic period," is the testimony of 
George Grey Barnard, one of the most 
widely-known sculptors in the United 
States of America, "and the most 
beautiful I have ever seen." 

"This is a new creation," Prof. 
Luigi Quaglino, ex-professor of Archi
tecture from Turin declared, after 
viewing the model, "which will revolu
tionize architecture in the world, and it 
is the most beautiful I have ever seen. 
Without doubt it will have a lasting 
page in history. It is a revelation from 
another world." 

"Americans," wrote Sherwin Cody. 
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in the magazine section of the New 
York Times, of the model of the Tem
ple, when exhibited in the Kevorkian 
Gallery in New York, "will have to 
pause long enough to find that an artist 
has wrought into this building the con
ception of a Religious League of Na
tions." And lastly, this tribute paid to 
the features of, and the ideals em
bodied in, this Temple-the most 
sacred House of Worship in the Baha'i 
world, whether of the present or of the 
future-by Dr. Rexford Newcomb, 
Dean of the College of Fine and Ap
plied Arts at the University of Illinois: 

"This 'Temple of Light' opens upon 
the terrain of human experience nine 
great doorways which beckon men and 
women of every race and clime, of 
every faith and conviction, of every 
condition of freedom or servitude, to 
enter here into a recognition of that 
kinship and brotherhood without 
which the modern world will be able to 
make little further progress ... The 
dome, pointed in form, aiming as as
suredly as did the aspiring lines of the 
medieval cathedrals toward higher and 

better things, achieves not only 
through its symbolism but also through 
its structural propriety and sheer love
liness of form, a beauty not matched 
by any domical structure since the con
struction of Michelangelo's dome on 
the Basilica of St. Peter in Rome." 



Mother Temple of the West 

The structure of the House of Worship 

The Temple in Wilmette will be a 
beautiful building. It will be rich in 
decoration consistently carried out. Its 
color will be nearly white, which is ap
propriate for a structure of this monu
mental character. 

The Temple is being built from plans 
made by Mr. Louis Bourgeois, an 
architect of many years' experience 
and great artistic ability. The design 
was selected in a competition among a 
number of architects, held in New 
York City in 1919. All of the com
petitors were of the Baha'i Faith, and 
thus had the inspiration and enthusi
asm of their religious belief to aid them 
in their efforts. 

In presenting his design Mr. Bour
geois submitted a model of the building 
which he had molded and carved large
ly with his own hands-a most pains
taking and tedious work. This model 
was sent to Chicago and exhibited at 
the Art Institute in May, 1921. As soon 
as a suitable place is available at the 
Temple it will be reassembled there. 
This model was so carefully made that 
it was closely followed in making full 
size detail drawings. 

The location of the building is in the 
southeast section of Wilmette. On the 
east and northeast is Sheridan Road, 
with an unobstructed outlook upon 
Lake Michigan. Northeasterly the view 
is across the Wilmette Harbor and the 
Lake Front Park of Wilmette. To the 
west and northwest the property is 
bounded by the Drainage Channel and 

This address entitled "The Structure 
of the Bahti'( Temple" was given by 
Major Henry J. Burt, who was then en
gineer of (he House of Worship, before 
the Wilme((e chapter of (he American 
Association of Engineers on November 
2, 1922. It is reprinted from The Baha'i 
World, Vol. II (1926-28), pp. 116-119. 

The central portion of the build
ing is a single space extending 
from the main floor up to the in
ner shell of the dome. Around 
this area are nine rooms extend
ing to the outer wall of the first 
section. 

across the channel is the park area 
which was recently contributed to the 
Wilmette Park Board. 

By these surroundings the Temple is 
protected against the encroachment of 
other buildings on all sides save the 
south and as this will probably be resi
dence property permanently, there will 
not be any serious interference. In all 
other directions no buildings are likely 
to be erected within a distance of one 
thousand feet. For the most part the 
ground is about twenty-five feet above 
the lake level. There will be a terraced 
approach to form the base of the Tem
ple. From this terrace steps will lead up 
to the main floor, nine feet higher. 

The portion of the structure which is 
now enclosed is the basement. The top 
of the present construction is the first 
floor level. The top of the terrace will 
be at the top of the outside wall and the 
sloping surface from this wall inward is 
the base for the steps that will encircle 
the superstructure. 

The superstructure, for convenience 
of description, can be divided into 
three sections. The first section extends 
from the main floor to the first gallery, 
the second section from the first gallery 
to the second gallery and the third sec
tion from the second gallery to the top 
of the dome. 

At each of the balcony levels there 
are large windows, partially screened 
by tracery, which would give ample 

light in daytime and which will stand 
out in great brilliance when the struc
ture is lighted at night. 

The extreme height of the structure 
from the first floor to the pinnacle of 
the dome is 161 feet. 

The height of the first gallery above 
the main floor is 36 feet and the dis
tance from the first gallery to the sec
ond gallery is 45 feet. 

The distance from the second gallery 
to the base of the dome is 19 feet. 

The height of the dome proper, leav
ing out of account the projecting ribs, 
is 49 feet. 

The minarets guarding the first story 
of the structure rise to a height of 45 
feet above the first floor. 

The extreme diameter of the base
ment is 202 feet. 

The diameter at the top of the steps 
is 152 feet. 

The central portion of the building is 
a single space extending from the main 
floor up to the inner shell of the dome. 
Around this area are nine rooms ex
tending to the outer~ wall of the first 
section. One of these rooms or spaces 
is assigned to stairway. The others are 
for use as enclosed rooms. -
Domed ceiling 

In the basement the central portion 
is a single room with a domed ceiling 
having a height of approximately 25 
feet from the floor to the crown. Out
side of this central area, the space can 
be divided according to the uses to be 
made of it and this has not been quite 
fully developed. In general, however, 
the space under the steps will be used 
for the installation of the mechanical 
apparatus such as the electrical switch 
board room, and heating coils and fans 
for the heating and ventilation system, 
for plumbing and temporarily for heat
ing plant. The remainder of the space 
under the steps will be suitable for 

Baha'i News/May 1982 9 



storage. It is the intention of the archi
tect to preserve in this space all of the 
models which are required for molding 
the exterior of the building. The re
mainder of the basement space will be 
subdivided for such uses as may be re
quired. 

Crowning feature 
There are a .number of interesting 

structural features in connection with 
this building. The designer, in at
tacking a structure of this kind, usually 
begins at the top and works downward. 
The crowning feature of the building 
is, of course, the dome. The masonry 
of this dome is to be perforated for the 
purpose of admitting light from the 
outside during the daytime and for the 
purpose of throwing out light at night. 
The masonry is, therefore, only a 
screen or tracery and not a roof. 

The area of the perforations is about 
thirty per cent of the area of the sur
face. While this masonry could be 
made self-supporting, it was not con
sidered expedient to do so, so it is sup
ported by a steel framework. This 
framework consists of a series of ribs, 
spaced about nine feet apart at the base 
and coming together at the top with a 
suitable bracing between the ribs. 

This metal skeleton then forms the 
base for the masonry screen above it. 
The roof will be made of glass inside of 
and entirely free from the masonry 
dome. This will be a difficult piece of 
work to construct on account of its 
shape. It will have to be a wire glass set 
in metal frames. Some of the frames 
need to be hinged so that they can be 
opened for ventilation and for clean
ing, more particularly for the latter 
purpose. 

Lower down comes the inner dome 
or ceiling. This has an independent 
steel framework made of arched ribs 
with the bracing between, similar to the 
framework of the outer dome. This 
will support the inner envelope of 
glass. This inner glass may be in the 
form of mosaics or ornament. The 
weight of the dome is supported at nine 
points. At each of these points is a 
group of four columns extending from 
the base of the dome down to the foun
dations. 

Following the structure downward, 
these columns gradually accumulate 
the weight of the dome and the floors 
until in the lowest section they carry a 
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very considerable burden amounting to 
about one and one-half million pounds 
at each of the nine points. 

In order to have a big central space 
in the basement, 72 feet in diameter, 
the ceiling and floor above had to be 
supported without the use of interior 
columns. To provide this support it 
was decided to use a reinforced con
crete dome. As the dome is perfectly 
regular in its outline and uniformly 
loaded, it was not particularly difficult 
to design nor was it extremely difficult 
to construct although the construction 
offered some difficulties. 

The shell of the dome is 12 inches 
thick. It is reinforced with two layers 
of steel rods, one near the top and one 
near the bottom. Each of these layers is 
made up Of rods in radial position and 
others in circumferential position. For 
its final support, this dome rests on the 
concrete encasements of the steel col
umns. 

In general the framework of the 
structure is of reinforced concrete ex
cept the supports of the dome, which 
are structural steel. The structural steel 
consists principally of the nine groups 
of four columns each which extend 
from the basement level to the spring
ing line of the dome and the structural 

steel dome framing. There are some 
odd members of structural steel in the 
first story and, of course, there is struc
tural steel bracing between the col
umns. The framing of the first story 
outside of the dome section is of rein
forced concrete as is all of the first 
floor framing and all of the columns 
other than the main columns just de
scribed. 

The foundation problem is a some
what intricate one. There are heavy 
loads at the nine points which support 
the main dome. At the other points the 
loads are comparatively light, carrying 
as they do only one floor and a roof to
gether with walls. As a matter of senti
ment as well as a matter of safety, it 
was desired to have the dome sup
ported from bedrock. On this basis the 
foundations for the dome consist of 
nine piers extending to rock at a depth 
of 120 feet below the ground level. 

The contract for the basement sec
tion, including the pile foundations, 
was let in August 1921, to be com
pleted ab'out January 1 st, 1922. The 
basement section has just been com
pleted and, as winter is again at hand, 
no effort will be made to go ahead with 
the superstructure until spring. 



Mother Temple of the West 

A word from the architect of the Temple 

The Master, 'Abdu'l-Baha, told us 
that the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar will sym
bolize the body of the Manifestation 
among men. Of supreme importance, 
then, to all Baha'is, and especially to 
those of us who live in America is the 
building of this great edifice at Wil
mette, Illinois, by the shores of beauti
ful Lake Michigan. 

The history of this Temple, as step 
by step it unfolds, is so unique that 
already the story will Ell a book. Its in
ception was not from man for, as musi
cians, artists, poets receive their in
spiration from another realm, feel 
themselves to be a receiver by whose 
means a heavenly melody is transmit
ted, a new idea is given to the world, so 
the Temple's architect through all his 
years of labor was ever conscious that 
Baha'u'llah was the creator of this 
building to be erected to His glory. 
And the architect's belief was con
firmed in a talk with the beloved Mas
ter. 

When the man-made creeds are 
stripped away from all the religions we 
find nothing left but harmony. Today, 
however, religion is so entangled in the 
superstitions and hypotheses of men 
that it must needs be stated in a new 
form to be once again pure and un
defiled. Likewise in architecture those 
fundamental structural lines which ori
ginated in the faith of all religions are 
the same, but so covered over are they 
with the decorations picturing creed 
upon creed and superstition after su
perstition that we must needs lay them 
aside and create a new form of orna
mentation. 

Into this new design, then, of the 

This article by Louis Bourgeois, en
titled "A Word from the Architect of 
the Temple," is reprinted from The 
Baha'i World, Vol. III (1928-30), p. 
155. 

The studio in which architect Louis 
Bourgeois completed his plans for the 
Mother Temple of the West in Wil
mette, Illinois, now serves as the U.S. 

Temple is woven, in symbolic form, 
the great Baha'i teaching of unity-the 
unity of all religions and of all man
kind. There are combinations of 
mathematical lines, symbolizing those 
of the universe, and in their intricate 
merging of circle into circle, of circle 
within circle, we visualize the merging 
of all the religions into one. 

On the first floor of the Baha'i Tem
ple there will be the great auditorium 
of the building, above which will rise 
the stately dome, 162 feet high. A cor
ridor encircles the dome on the outside, 
and inside the building is a circle of 
rooms, or alcoves, all opening upon 
the main auditorium. A circle of steps, 
eighteen in all, will surround the struc
ture on the outside and lead to the au
ditorium floor. These eighteen steps 
represent the eighteen first disciples of 
the Bab, and the door to which they 

National Ifa~{ratu 'I-Quds. The build
ing is directly across from the House of 
Worship on Sheridan Road. 

lead stands for the Bab Himself. 

In the rear of the. building will be 
steps leading to the first and second 
balconies which, tier above tier, follow 
the circular dome. In the second bal
cony choirs of children will sing their 
songs of praise to God, the all-glori
ous. 

The auditorium under the dome, 
with its beautiful molded tracery, will 
be protected inside by a glass dome and 
in the space between the stone dome 
and the glass dome will be placed elec
tric lights which will shine through the 
auditorium. On the dome's pinnacle 
there will be a sunken room and this 
will house a mighty search light. 
Through the nine faces made by the 
ribs which will bind the dome into a 
unity this search light will radiate its 
star-like rays. 
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Mother Temple of the West 

, 
• • a unified, integrated entity • • 

, 
• • 

A good many years have passed 
since Louis Bourgeois conceived and 
developed the design for the Temple in 
Wilmette. These intervening years have 
seen perhaps as rapid and violent a 
change in prevailing concepts of archi
tecture as the world has ever known. In 
1920 and the years immediately pre
ceding, American architecture was in 
the grip of rigid stylism, of painstaking 
archaeology. In 1950 American archi
tecture has abandoned eclecticism and 
is committed to a wholehearted expres
sion of function and structure as the 
supreme objective. 

The Baha'i Temple typifies neither 
point of view. Had Bourgeois been 
content to swim along in the main 
stream of 1920 American architecture 
he would have clad his design in a 
medley of architectural styles. Instead 
he put away his books of archaeology 
and brought forth a flowing, dynamic 
type of ornamentation that defies plac
ing as to specific source. Were we to 
follow the prevailing fashion of 1950 as 
we complete the interior we would 
simply leave exposed the concrete 
framework of the interior and pro
bably do a lot of talking about the 
honesty, integrity and beauty of naked, 
unabashed structures-perhaps a little 
whitewash and a few accents of color 
and form and we would consider it 
complete. 

But all of us who are Baha'is during 
this thrilling period of completing this 
most holy House of Worship, know 
that our Temple is something quite 
apart from any architectural fashion of 

This article, "Architecture of the 
Temple Interior, " by Robert W. Mc
Laughlin, a member of the Baha'I' 
Technical Advisory Board, is reprinted 
from The Baha'] World, Vol. XII 
(/950-54), pp. 528-29. 
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the moment. When our Temple is com
pleted it will be a unified, integrated 
entity, although designed and built in a 
period of swiftly moving change. The 
Guardian has directed that it be so, and 
of course that is the only way that a Ba
ha'i Temple can be. 

When we enter one of the nine en
trances to the Temple, some time in the 
spring of 1951, we will find the old 
temporary wooden doors removed, 
and simple but fine aluminum and 
glass substituted. The wooden cross
bars above are to be removed and two 
large pieces of clear glass installed in 
each opening-there would be only one 
piece, except for the pressures of high 
winds off Lake Michigan. These large 
areas of glass will show, from the in
side of the Temple the ornament on the 
back of some of the exterior columns 
and arches. 

The concrete piers in the bays ha\·e 
already been finished as round col
umns. A picture of these appeared in 
the Baha'I' News for December, 1949. 
The design of these columns makes no 

attempt to copy heavy, masonry 
forms. They taper towards the bottom 
rather than towards the top as has been 
the case with masonry columns for mil
leniums past. In so doing they register 
as surface treatment and not as massive 
masonry, for the load is carried by the 
concrete pier within. Vertical joints, in
stead of being staggered in usual ma
sonry fashion, are lined one above the 
other, further recognizing the surface 
qualities of the material. The marble 
base of the column will be recessed 
rather than projecting in the usual 
manner. We can see already, at the 
Temple, the lightness and grace, as well 
as the great dignity, of these columns. 

The ceiling of each bay consists of a 
pair of ogee curves meeting in a 
straight line at the top. A lighting 
trough carries around each bay be
tween columns, and silhouetted in 
front will be the nine inscriptions 
selected by the Guardian. Color can be 
applied to the ceilings, and there is 
space for draperies against the outside 
wall, between windows. 

In the main portion of the Temple 
there are, of course, the nine pairs of 
columns which rise to the springing of 
the dome. The$e columns are even now 
being finished with square sections of 
the surface material, and between each 
pair of columns rises a brilliant panel 
of ornament, clear to the springing of 
the dome. Our architect, Alfred Shaw, 
has felt from the very start of his work 
that he wanted to recapture the scale 
and quality of the exterior ornament of 
the dome. That he has at last fully done 
so is clear to those who have watched 
his designs progress from sketches to 
detailed drawings, to clay models, plas
ter casts, and finally to the executed 
panels. These nine great vertical panels 
of vibrant, flowing ornament eventu
ally find their way into the detail of the 
dome. 



Between the nine panels and pairs of 
piers are first the main story arches, 
then the gallery arches, and finally the 
smaller interlacing arches of the tri
forium gallery. At each of the main 
story arches is a nine pointed star on 
which will be inscribed the Greatest 
Name. The Guardian has sent a detail 
of this inscription, which is to be fol
lowed exactly lest any Occidental liber
ties with epigraphy offend a practiced 
eye. 

The dome has been brilliantly de
signed with an interlacing of flowing 
ornament, culminating in the Greatest 
Name at the zenith. The interior dome, 
like the exterior treatment, will be 
pierced, to transmit light. 

To have watched the development of 

the interior design has been a thrilling 
experience. The complete willingness 
and desire of our distinguished archi
tect, Alfred Shaw, to merge his great 
creative powers into the background of 
the over-all concept of the Temple has 
been stirring and deeply and gratefully 
admired. The problem has been diffi
cult technically if only because of the 
absolute necessity of integrating what 
is being done in 1950 to form a harmo
nious entity with what was conceived 
before 1920. 

But in only a little more than a year 
from now, given the necessary flow of 
funds, the Temple interior will have 
been completed. And it is going to be 
very beautiful. 
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The world 

Marianas campaign includes '60 Minutes' 

A 13-week proclamation campaign 
launched January 18 by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Mariana Is
lands included a series of 30-second 
spot announcements in prime time on 
the highly acclaimed and popular 
weekly program "60 Minutes" tele
vised from Guam. 

The campaign also included radio 

Australia 
The Hand of the Cause of God Col

lis Featherstone joined more than 300 
Baha'is from all parts of Australia at a 
conference last October 10-12 in Ade
laide that was sponsored by the Conti
nental Board of Counsellors in Aus
tralasia in collaboration with the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Australia. 

The conference theme was the emer
gence of a new world through the 
spread of the Faith to all parts of the 
planet and through the concomitant 
unfoldment of the Administrative Or
der. 

Other participants included Coun
sellor Peter Khan, four members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Aus
tralia, and three Auxiliary Board mem
bers. 

Analysis of the progress of the goals 
of the Seven Year Plan brought news 
of several new Local Spiritual As
semblies and an increased rate of en
rollments. 

A high point of the conference was 
an audio-visual presentation highlight
ing the growth of the Australian Baha'i 
community during the past 50 years in
cluding its expanding role in the Pacific 
area. 

Each session was opened by a Baha'j 
youth who read from the Writings. The 
~ntire conference was videotaped for 
later use during deepening classes. 
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spots and newspaper ads. 

Messages about the Faith were 
broadcast on a local radio station ea.:h 
weekday morning at a time when many 
people were in their cars on the way to 
work. 

Baha'is participated in a "prayer 
campaign" that ran concurrently \\ith 

Dominican Republic 

- -!'~"::o;. -~, 

. ~~--:;~: 

Children in the Dominican Republic 
listen to Derek Risk (foreground), a 
member of one of the Baha'i teaching 
teams that participated in last sum
mer's three-month teaching campaign, 

Thirty localities were opened to the 
Faith and three Local Spiritual As
semblies were elected during a three
month teaching campaign that was car
ried out last June through August :n 
the Dominican Republic. 

The project, which resulted from a 
teaching conference in La Romana 
early in June, was inspired by the mes-

the media proclamation. Each morn
ing, the friends read the "Tablet of 
Al)mad" and a special prayer for 
teaching. 

Meanwhile, Baha'is on Saipan were 
preparing to launch a proclamation 
campaign using announcements in a 
newspaper and on radio. 

talk about the Faith. As a result of the 
campaign, 30 localities were opened to 
the Faith and Three new Local Spiritual 
Assemblies were formed. 

sage on mass teaching from the Uni
versal House of Justice and sustained 
by the prayers of the Supreme Body. 

The campaign in the eastern part of 
the country was largely carried out by 
youth with the help of adult Baha'is 
who were able to participate more fully 
on weekends. 



Papua New Guinea 

The academic excellence achieved by 
these Baha'I students in Papua New 
Guinea was reported in an article pub
lished in a Rabaul newspaper that also 
published a photo of the young be
lievers under the headline "Bahd,( Stu
dent Successes." Jenny Homerang 
(left) was graduated with top marks 
from the Rabaul Secretarial College. 
Qudrat Larawin (center) was the top 
student in grade six in all the commu
nity schools of the Gazella Peninsula 
area. Poigo Willie was voted the top 
girl guide of the year. 

Korea 
More than 50 people attended a na

tional Baha'i youth conference last Oc
tober in Seoul, Korea, the first such 
conference held in that country in 10 
years. 

Youth from Pusan, Taejun, Anyang 
and Seoul participated in the confer
ence, which was conducted entirely in 
Korean except for a moving presenta
tion by Auxiliary Board member 
Fereydoun Mithaqiyan on the" joy of 
accepting persecution and martyrdom 
for the Faith. 

The steadfastness and courage 
demonstrated during the current wave 
of persecutions in Iran was depicted in 
a play written by a Baha'i from Seoul 

that was performed at the conference. 

Kim Chang Jin, one of the earliest 
believers in Korea, recalled his youth 
and summarized the early history of 
the Faith, which was established in 
Korea some 60 years ago as a result of 
the devoted service of the Hand of the 
Cause of God Agnes Alexander. 

Consultation by groups of partici
pants from various communities fo
cused on the development of local 
goals to be implemented in those com
munities. Many felt that this was the 
most significant achievement of the 
conference. 

Suhayl 'Ald'I(left of center), a member 
of the Continental Board of Counsel
lors for A ustralasia, attended a meet
ing last June in Rabaul, Papua New 
Guinea, at which a film showing the 
laying of the cornerstone for the Mash
riqu 'I-Adhkdr of Samoa was presented 
to a group of 50 believers and their 
guests including a number of children. 

Togo 
Among those who joined local be

lievers in a six-week teaching campaign 
last fall that encompassed 33 localities 
in goal areas of Togo were Baha'is 
from Niger, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Benin, and a 
traveling teacher from the World Cen
tre. 

Early results include enrollments in 
15 new localities; four all-Baha'i vil
lages; the enrollment of four tribal 
chiefs; and the formation of two Spiri
tual Assemblies. 

The Message was taken to members 
of the Kabye, Bassar, Ana, Kotokoli, 
Tchokossi and Gourma tribes. 
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India 

Auxiliary Board member Mr. 
(second from right) and Dr. Marco 
Kappenberger, a traveling teacher 
from Switzerland (right) are shown 
with a family of Baha'i's on the front 
porch of a local Baha'i' Center in the 
Dang tribal area between Bombay and 
Ahmadabad, India. There are now Lo
cal Spiritual Assemblies in each of the 
more than 300 Dangis villages in that 
area of India, according to Dr. Kap
pen berger. 
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Shown here are Dangis Baha'i's in one 
of the vii/ages between Bombay and 
Ahmadabad, India. Each of the more 
than 300 vii/ages in the Dang tribal 
area north of Bombay now has a Local 
Spiritual Assembly. A girl in the front 
row is holding a photo of a model of 
the House of Worship now being built 
near New Delhi. 

Trinidad/Tobago 
Shown here are Baha'i's who attended 
the North Area Teaching Conference 
last October 25 at the National Baha'i' 
Center in Woodbrook, Port of Spain, 
Trinidad. The conference was one of 
six area gatherings planned for Baha'i' 
Year 138. 



Brazil 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

Brazil sent a telegram of congratu
lations and one of its members to speak 
at the graduation ceremonies last De
cember 12 for five young believers who 
were graduated as engineers in ma
terials from the Federal University of 
Sao Carlos. 

Speaking on behalf of the Baha'i 
community of Brazil, Dorian Seabra of 
the National Spiritual Assembly ad
dressed more than 500 friends and rela
tives of the university's graduating 
class of 32 students. 

Entrance examinations for state and 
federal universities in Brazil are quite 
difficult, limiting acceptance to only 10 
percent of all applicants. 

Three of the recent Baha'i graduates 
were members of the first Spiritual As
sembly of Sao Carlos that wa~ formed 
in 1980 and composed entirely of uni
versity faculty and students. 

South and West Africa 
One hundred twenty-seven Baha'is 

including youth from Lesotho, Bophu
thatswana and Transkei, as well as 
from Kwa Zulu, Ceiskei, Natal and Jo
hannesburg, South Africa, attended an 
International Youth Conference last 
October in Shalima near Pot chef
stroom in the Transvaal. Forty of the 
participants are pioneers. 

A cable to the Universal House of 
Justice said participants were "filled 
overwhelming spirit Baha'i law" and 
requested "prayers for spiritual growth 
of youth of southern Africa." 

Among the speakers at the confer
ence were Continental Counsellor Wil
liam Masehla, four members of the 
National Spiritual Assemblies in
volved, and four Auxiliary Board 
members. 

Canada 

Two hundred Baha'is attended a fund
raising dinner and dance last October 
24 in Pickering, Ontario, Canada, that 
was planned in response to a call from 
the Universal House of Justice for an 
increase in contributions to the Inter
national Fund because Iranian be-

About 200 non-Baha'i guests were 
among an audience of 500 last Decem
ber 10 in Vancouver, Canada, for a 
program entitled "The Persecution of 
the Baha'is in Iran: A Holocaust in the 
Making. " 

The program, organized by the 
Spiritual Assembly of West Vancou
ver, had as its main speaker Douglas 
Martin, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Canada. 

Slides were used to illustrate a com
prehensive report of the recent per
secution of the Iranian Baha'i com
munity. 

A focal point of the program was a 
report on the responses thus far by 
agencies of the United Nations, the In
ternational Human Rights Commis
sion, the world media and various gov
ernments. 

The idea for the meeting sprang 
from a conference on the Iranian crisis 
called last November I by the National 
Spiritual Assembly and attended by the 
friends in Vancouver. 

With only a few weeks to prepare for 
the December meeting, the Baha'is 
made the necessary arrangements in
cluding distribution of more than 2,000 
invitations to seekers and members of 
humanitarian and other organizations 
in the greater Vancouver area. 

lievers presently are unable to con
tribute to that Fund. The event, plan
ned by members of the Baha'i commu
nity of Pickering that includes 16 
adults and two youth, raised $2, 200 for 
the Fund. 

Initial reports from Canada's" Arc
tic Project" in the vast reaches of the 
Northwest Territories are showing 
great results. 

In Baker Lake, nine persons have en
rolled in the Faith, and II others have 
been enrolled in Rankin Inlet. 

In Frobisher Bay, authorities were 
approached, and in Makenzie Delta 
contact has been established with great 
numbers of people who were enrolled 
during the Five Year Plan. 

More good reports are expected 
from teams returning from "Canada's 
most difficult teaching environ
ment-the Arctic." 

EI Salvador 
Three hundred forty-two people in

cluding 12 seekers attended El Salva
dor's Baha'i summer school last De
cember 3 I-January 3 at Santa Tecla. 

Presentations covered a wide range 
of topics including prayer, fasting, the 
Funds, teaching, life after death, the 
fulfillment of prophecy by the coming 
of Baha'u'llah, and the present situa
tion in Iran. 

Group study sessions focused on ma
jor themes in the books Baha'u'llah 
and the New Era and The Pattern of 
Baha 'f Life. 
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World Centre 

The Ri\lvan 1982 message 
from the Universal House o'f Justice 

To the BaM'is of the World 
Dearly-loved Friends, 

Triumphs of inestimable portent for the unfoldment of 
the Cause of God, many of them resulting directly from the 
steadfast heroism of the beloved Persians in face of the 
savage persecutions meted out to them, have characterized 
the year just ending. The effect of these developments is to 
offer such golden opportunities for teaching and further 
proclamation as can only lead, if vigorously and enthusias
tically seized, to large scale conversion and an increasing 
prestige. 

Heartwarming progress in the construction of the Indian 
and Western Samoan MashriQu'l-Adhkars, the opening of 
the second Baha'i radio station of Latin America in Peru, 
the establishment of the European office of the Baha'i In
ternational Community in Geneva, steady advances in the 
second phase of the Seven Year Plan, encouraging expan
sion of the systematized Baha'i education of children, 
sacrifice and generous outpouring of funds from a growing 
number of friends, all testify to the abundant confirmations 
with which Baha'u'llah rewards the dedicated efforts of His 
loved ones throughout the world. The world-wide attention 
accorded the Faith in the media, which has opened wide the 
doors of mass proclamation of the divine Message, and the 
sympathetic discussion of it in the highest councils of man
kind with the resulting actions taken by sovereign govern
ments and international authorities, are unprecedented in 
Baha'i history. 

All this, dear friends, augurs well for the coming year 
which is rich in Baha'i occasions. The fiftieth anniversary of 
the passing of the Greatest Holy Leaf will be com
memorated at the five International Conferences and by the 
publication of a book, compiled at the World Centre, com
prising texts about her and some hundred of her own letters; 
the move to the permanent Seat of the Universal House of 
Justice will take place; in November the twenty-fifth an
niversary of the passing of our beloved Guardian will coin
cide with the midway point of the Seven Year Plan and the 
year will terminate with the fifth International Convention 
when members of National Spiritual Assemblies throughout 
the world will come to Haifa to elect the Universal House of 
Justice. 

The distinguished and invaluable activities of the beloved 
Hands of the Cause are a source of pride and joy to the en
tire Baha'i world. The assumption of wid~r responsibilities 
by each Continental Board of Counsellors is proving an un
Qualified success and we express our warm thanks and ad-

miration to the International Teaching Centre and all the 
Counsellors for the great contribution they are making, in 
increasing measure, to the stability and development of the 
embryonic world order of Baha'u'llah. 

As to Baha'i youth, legatees of the heroic early believers 
and now standing on their shoulders, we call upon them to 
redouble their efforts, in this day of widespread interest in 
the Cause of God, to enthuse their contemporaries with the 
divine Message and thus prepare themselves for the day 
when they will be veteran believers able to assume whatever 
tasks may be laid upon them. We offer them this passage 
from the Pen of Baha'u'llah: 

"Blessed is he who in the prime of his youth and the hey
day of his life will arise to serve the Cause of the Lord of the 
beginning and of the end, and adorn his heart with His love. 
The manifestation of such a grace is greater than the crea
tion of the heavens and of the earth. Blessed are the stead
fast and well is it with those who are firm. " 

The rising sun of Baha'u'llah's Revelation is having its 
visible effect upon the world and upon the Baha'i com
munity itself. Opportunities, long dreamed of for teaching, 
attended by showering confirmations, now challenge in 
ever-increasing numbers, every individual believer, every 
Local and National Spiritual Assembly. The potent seeds 
sown by 'Abdu'l-Baha are beginning to germinate within 
the divinely-ordained Order expounded and firmly laid by 
the beloved Guardian. Humanity is beaten almost to its 
knees, bewildered and shepherdless, hungry for the bread of 
life. This is our day of service; we have that heavenly food 
to offer. The peoples are disillusioned with deficient politi
cal theories, social systems and orders; they crave, knowing
ly or unknowingly, the love of God and reunion with Him. 
Our response to this growing challenge must be a mighty up
surge of effective teaching, imparting the divine fire which 
8aha'u'llah has kindled in our hearts until a conflagration 
arising from millions of souls on fire with His love shall at 
last testify that the Day for which the Chief Luminaries of 
our Faith so ardently prayed has at last dawned. 

The Universal House of Justice 
Riqvdn 1982 
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Baha'i International Community 

The United Nations and other bodies 
reac~ to persecution of Baha'is in Iran 

During the past three years, aware
ness of the persecution of the followers 
of the Baha'i Faith in Iran has been 
steadily growing throughout the world. 
Many Baha'is, and others, are now 
wondering why the United Nations has 
failed to take positive and decisive ac
tion in this and other cases of massive 
human rights violations. 

The answer is that the 157 govern
ments that constitute the membership 
of this almost universal intergovern
mental body are not yet ready to create 
the necessary machinery within the UN 
to deal with such cases. This reluctance 
springs from a general unwillingness 
on the part of many countries to sur
render any part of their national 
sovereignty by granting to an in
ternational agency the power to inter
vene in what they consider to be purely 
domestic matters. 

Nevertheless, significant and impor
tant steps have been taken during the 
36 years since the signing of the United 
Nations Charter, which set the univer
sal standards to which all the Member 
States are deemed to subscribe. Most 
notable among these are the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, adopted 
by the General Assembly in 1948, and 
two major covenants-the Internatio
nal Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, and the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 
These Covenants were adopted in 1966 
and came into force in 1976, when they 
were ratified by a sufficient number of 
states. 

This summary review of the reaction 
of the United Nations and other inter
governmental organs to the persecu
tion of Baha'{s in Iran was prepared 
for Baha'i News by Gerald Knight, the 
alternate representative of the Baha'I 
International Community to the 
United Nations. 
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Members of the Bahci'{ International 
Community's delegation to the 38th 
Session of the United Nations Com
mission on Human Rights, which met 
February 2-March 12 in Geneva, Swit
zerland, included Mme. Mahshid Fatio 
(left) from the European branch of the 
Bahci'{ International Community in 

The specific provisions of these in
ternational instruments relating to re
ligious rights and practices are con
tained in Article 18 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, and in 
Article 18 of the International Cove
nant on Civil and Political Rights. 

Recently, these provisions have been 
considerably amplified by the Declara
tion on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Intolerance and of Discrimination 
Based on Religion or Belief, which was 
adopted by the UN General Assembly 
on November 25, 1981. The adoption 
of this Declaration at the 36th Session 

Geneva and Gerald Knight, the alter
nate representative to the United Na
tions. Also in the delegation was Gio
vanni Ba/lerio, the BaM '{ Interna
tional Community representative in 
Europe, who was absent when the offi
cial photographs were taken. 

of the General Assemblv has been 
described as one of the mo~t important 
achievements of the Session, and cer
tainly the most important recent 
achievement of the UN Commission on 
Human Rights (which drafted it) and 
of its parent body, the Economic and 
Social Council (which passed it to the 
General Assembly for adoption). FQr a 
separate article on this Declaration, see 
Page JO. 

It is appropriate here to quote Dec
Ian O'Donovan of Ireland, chairman 
of the General Assembly's Third Com
mittee, who shepherded the passage of 
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the Declaration. At a special ceremony 
held at UN headquarters in N~w York 
on Human Rights Day, December 10, 
1981, Mr. O'Donovan referred to the 
need, through the United Nations hu
man rights instruments such as the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the Declaration on the Eli
mination of All Forms of Intolerance 
and of Discrimination Based on Re
ligion or Belief, "to inform, to educate 
and to persuade the people of the 
world, and thus to bring to bear the 
weight of international public opin
ion." 

In the case of the government of Iran 
and its treatment of the Baha'is. in
ternational public opinion apparently 
has little effect. However, a number of 
developments indicate that the govern
ment of Iran does care about the opin
ion of the international community. 

First, the government of Iran has re
peatedly chosen to deny any persecu
tion of Baha'is. There have been nu
merous instances of this denial, but the 
most recent and notable were in state
ments made to the Third Committee of 
the UN General Assembly and to the 
Commission on Human Rights. In ad
dition, the Iranian government has 
chosen, in the same forums, to defend 
its policy on summary executions. 

Growth of international awareness 
Let us now briefly review the pro

gress of international awareness con
cerning the plight of the Baha'is in 
Iran. 

The decision to bring the situation of 
the Baha'is in Iran to the attention of 
international forums was taken in 
1980, when it became apparent that all 
appeals to the Iranian government by 
Baha'is both inside and outside Iran 
were going unheeded. 

The first body to which an appeal 
was made by the Baha'i International 
Community was the United Nations 
Sub-Commission on Prevention oj 
Discrimination and Protection oj Mi
norities (see chart on this page for an 
overview of the relationship between 
the various human rights organs of the 
United Nations). In a resolution adopt
ed on September 10, 1980, the Sub
Commission expressed its profound 
concern for the safety of the members 
of the Baha'i community in Iran and 
requested the government of Iran to 
protect the fundamental human rights 
and freedoms of this religious minori-

ty. 

Human Rights 
Committee 

18 indl'pt'ndenr e ... pert~ 

Organ~ of the tnited '\ations 
concerned \\ith examining 
violation" of human rights 

On September 19, 1980, following 
appeals to its members by the Baha'i 
communities of Europe, the European 
Parliament unanimously adopted a res
olution condemning the persecution of 
the Baha'is in Iran and calling upon the 
Iranian government to grant recogni
tion to the Baha'i community. 

Also as a result of appeals by the Eu
ropean Baha'is, the Parliamentary As
sembly oj the Council oj Europe pub
lished a written Declaration (first 
tabled on September 29, 1980) on the 
plight of the Baha'is in Iran, caIling 
upon the Committee of Ministers of 
the 21 Member States of the Council of 
Europe to make urgent representations 
to the Iranian authorities to put an end 
to the persecutions (see chart on Page 
7 showing the membership and struc
ture of the European Parliament and 
the Council of Europe). 

General 
-\s~embl.' 

Lconomic 
and 
~ial 

Council 

Commission 
on 

Human Righls 

SUb-Commission 
on 

Pre~ention 
of Discrimination 

and 
Protection 

of \linorities 

157 member stale~ 

54 member slale~ 

43 member slates 

26 independent experts 

Following the resolution by the Eu
ropean Parliament, the foreign minis
ters of several member governments of 
the European Community informed 
the Baha'is in their own countries that 
the nine Member States of the Euro
pean Community shared the concern 
of the European parliamentarians for 
the plight of the Baha'is in Iran. Since, 
however, efforts to improve the treat
ment of the Baha'is there had met with 
no positive results, the foreign minis
ters of the nine states recommended 
that the Baha'i International Commu
nity take the matter to the human 
rights organs of the United Nations, 
where the support of the nine govern
ments was assured. 

Acting on that recommendation, the 
Baha'i International Community made 
two statements to the 37th Session of 
the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights, which met in Geneva, 
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Switzerland, from February 2 to 
March 13, 1981. 

In its first statement, the Baha'i In
ternational Community drew the aiten
tion of the Commission to the kidnap
ping of three prominent Baha'is and to 
the arrest and subsequent disappear
ance of the nine members of the ~a
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Ba
ha'is of Iran and two appointed of
ficers of the Faith. In its second state
ment, the Baha'i International Com
munity described the recent persecu
tions in Iran and emphasized the de
liberate omission of the Baha'is from 
the Iranian Constitution and the sy<.
tematic nature of the persecution. 

Many delegates from among the 
hundred or so governments represent
ed at the Commission were extremely 
sympathetic to the Baha'i case, and 

This photo, taken early in 1979, shows 
a Muslim rally being held at the former 
Bahti'{ National Center in Tehran, 
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four governments-Australia, Ca
nada, the Netherlands and the United 
Kingdom-made specific reference to 
the persecution of the Baha'is in Ira:-: 
in general statements on the "iolatio:-: 
of human rights. 

Concerned fha! :he~t had been no re
sponse from the go\'ernment of Ira:-: 
either to the appeals of Baha'is or ! 2 

those of international bodies and gO\
ernments, and increasingly anxious to 
stem the rising tide of persecutior: 
against their fellc'\\ believers, ,he Bc.
h:i'js in Europe again appealed :0 the 
European Parliament. which, on Apri: 
] O. 1981. adopted a second unanimoes 
resolution on the Baha 'j case, callir.g 
on the foreign ministers of the 1(: 

Member States of the European Com
munity (Greece had joined the nine 0:-: 
January I, 1981) to make the necessary 

Iran. The Center was seized by Revolu
tionary Guards in February 1979. 

representations to the Iranian govern
ment. 

In a statement to the European Par
liament on May 6, 1981, the foreign 
minister of the Netherlands (who was 
at that time chairman of the Council of 
\1inisters of the European Commu
nity) stated that the situation of the Ba
ha'is in Iran had been discussed by the 
Council of Ministers on various occas
ions and would continue to receive the 
full attention of the 10 \1ember States. 

At the spring 1981 session of the 
Economic and Social Council of (he 
Cnited Nations (ECOSOC), held in 
~ew York City in Apri! and May, the 
10 Member States of the European 
Community, in a joint statement deal
ing with religious intolerance, drew the 
attention of the assembled delegates to 
the plight of the Baha'is in Iran. The 
Canadian delegation also referred to 
the Baha'is in its comments on the 
same subject. 

In response to renewed appeals from 
the Baha'i In:ernational Community, 
the C'nited .""·alions Sub-Commission 
on Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of .\finorities adopted, on 
September 9, 1981, its second reso
lution on the Baha'i case, expressing its 
"profound concern" for the "perilous 
situation" facing the Baha'is in Iran, 
and requesting the UN Secretary-Gen
eral to submit all relevant information 
concerning the treatment of the Ba
ha'is in that country to the forthcom
ing session of the UN Commission on 
Human Rights. 

On many occasions during the past 
few months, the UN Secretary-Gen
eral, and a number of individual gov
ernments, have expressed their concern 
to the Iranian authorities through ap
propriate diplomatic channels. 
Dewlopments at the r'\ General 
Assembly 

Public demonstrations of concern 
have also increased recently. Prompted 
perhaps by the appeals of Baha'is m 
their own countries, and encouraged 
by the second resolution of the United 
Nations Sub-Commission on Preven
tion of Discrimination and Protection 
of Minorities, the governments of Aus
tralia, Canada, the Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Sweden, the United Kingdom 
(on behalf of the 10 Member States of 
the European Community) and the 
United States have drawn attention to 
the persecution of the Baha'is in their 



statements to the Social, Cultlral and 
Humanitarian Affairs Committee of 
the United Nations General Assembly. 
This committee, otherwise known as 
the Third Committee, deals with the 
human rights items that appear on the 
agenda of the General Assembly. (The 
work of the General Assembly is di
vided between seven main committees, 
each one of which deals with a major 
area of work. All states that are mem
bers of the UN participate in the meet
ings of these se\en committees.) 

In government statements at the 
General Assembly referring specifically 
to the Baha'is in Iran, the United 
States spoke under the item dealing 
with racial discrimination, and the 
United Kingdom (on behalf of the Eu
ropean Community) spoke under the 
item dealing with the Draft Declaration 
on the Elimination of All Forms of In
tolerance and of Discrimination Based 
on Religion or Belief. The UK's state· 
ment under this item e\'oked a response 
from Iran (see box on thi~ page). 

Other delegatiom chose to refer to 
the Baha'is in Iran under agenda item 
12, which deals with human rights \'io
lations in any part of the world. In re
sponse to these statements (which were 
made by Australia, Canada, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand and Swe
den), Iran made a single reply that was 
directed not only against the Baha'i 
Faith but also against "England and its 
colonies. including Canada" (see box 
on Page 8). 

Many delegations made statements 
in support of the Draft Declaration 
and referred to present situations of re
ligious intolerance in the world. This 
served to bring to the minds of many 
delegates the plight of the Baha'is in 
Iran, e\'en though they were not spe
cifically named. One example was the 
reference to "religious fanaticism" in 
the statement made by Morocco. which 
also provoked a reply from Iran-even 
though that country was not named by 
Morocco. 

Following formal adoption of the 
Declaration at the plenary session of 
the General Assembly held ~o\'ember 
25, 1981. the delegatIOn from Iran ask
ed for the floor to indicate that it could 
support the Declaration "insofar as it 
is in total conformity with Islamic 
jurisprudence.' . 

An agenda item dealing with sum
mary executions was a major focus of 

The following verbatim reply of the government of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran to statements made by Sweden, Australia, the Netherlands, Canada and 
New Zealand at the United Nations with respect to human rights violations 
throughout the world is taken from official tapes: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In regard to the baseless allegation regarding the 
internal situation of the Islamic Republic of Iran, I would like to have the right 
of reply and briefly describe our point of view. 

It is not surprising to us that now that the British government was not able 
to get sympathy for her colonial agents in Iran, namely the so-called Bah4'f 
group, the by-product of the same British colonialism in Iran, now they are at
tempting to maneuver, through their other colonies, once more, for their vain 
attempt. We believe this is one of the many endless conspiracies of imperialism 
and colonialism against the noble religion of Islam and against all the Muslims 
of the world. Any attempt to exploit the issue of Baha'fsm, which we do not 
consider a religion but rather as a conspiratorial fifth column of the colonial
ism in Iran, in reality is a direct challenge of one billion Muslims allover the 
world which in this issue are in total agreement with us. 

It is very amusing that when the criminal deposed Shah, one of the biggest 
agents of the U.S. imperialists and Britain and the Zionists, was murdering 
tens of thousands of Muslim Iranians, we did not even hear one single cry of 
objection from the distinguished representative uf England and her royal col
onies. But now that the remainder of the criminal Shah's regime and the agents 
of the CIA and Zionist Israel are engaged in killing hundreds of our young and 
old, bombing the governmental buildings, killing more than seventy-three of 
the representatives of the thirty-five million people of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, murdering our beloved President, Mr. Rajai, and our dear Prime Min
ister, Mr. Bahonar, now they are understandably objecting to their arrest and 
their punishment because now that they are not directly present in Iran they 
cannot afford to lose all their friends. -, 

Mr. Chairman, without any compromise we punish all the criminals accord
ing to the tenets of Islam which we are deeply committed to. We stress once 
more-nobody because of his or her opinion is under any pressure in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran-however, we will not allow anyone to conspire 
against our people and against our hard-earned constitution. In this regard we 
will not put any exception on anybody, even be it the son of a member of our 
parliament. It is ridiculous that the distinguished delegates of England and her 
colonies do not respect the belief of millions of our people, whO"'Voted in ~ 
port of our constitution which is unique in the history of any country arany 
time in terms of participation, but now viciously pretends to be concerned 
about the human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

I suggest that the distinguished representatives fro~Britain!tudIJSWRis_ 
jurisprudence, which I am confident they are very ignorant of, and then im:'; 
pose their biased and prejudiced opinion on us. At the end, once more, we 
stress that the distinguished delegates of England and her colonies, who do not 
have a bright reputation in the Muslim world, abandon to be the loudspeaker 
of all the conspirators against our people; otherwise we will expose their true 
intention, which is beyond any doubt continued fight against the noble reH8lbn 
of Islam, to all Muslims of the world. Thank you, Mr. Chairman~ .. 

December 2.-1981 
Further right of reply by Iran: 

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate. Mr. 
Chairman, I would like to make a point of clarification. I may have missed the 
mention of the name of Canada; however, I would like to stress our position 
that when we said Britain and her colonies we meant Canada as well. Thank 
you. 
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Shown is the 19-member delegation 
that represented the Bahd'i Internatio
nal Community last January 29 at the 
Parliamentar.v Assembly of the Coun
cil of Europe in Strasbourg, France. At 
the 27th Sitting of the 33rd Ordinary 
Session the Assembly unanimously 
adopted Resolution No. 768 calling 
upon the Iranian authorities "to ex
tend to the Bahd'i community the con
stitutional guarantees with respect to 
religious, ethnic and philosophic mi
norities included in the new Iranian 
Constitution, " and urging the govern
ments of the member states of the 
Council of Europe to "utilise every 

attention by many delegations. Only 
one, the United Kingdom (on behalf of 
the Member States of the European 
Community) actually mentioned Iran, 
but it was clear that many delegations 
regarded Iran as the prime offender in 
today's world. A resolution (A/36/22) 
entitled "Arbitrary or Summary Exe
cutions" was adopted by the General 
Assembly. This resolution condemned 
"the practice of summary executions 
and arbitrary executions," strongly 
deplored "the increasing number of 
summary executions as well as the con
tinued incidence of arbitrary execu
tions," and requested the Committee 
on Crime Prevention and Control to 
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possible opportunity including Euro
pean Community and United Nations 
channels, with a view to convincing the 
Iranian Governmenr of the necessity lO 

respect the law and international con
ventions to which it is a party." The 
Baha'i representatives, sent to Stras
bourg by 16 National Spiritual Assem
blies in Europe to support the work oj 
the Baha'i International Community, 
are (front row left to right) Mario Mar
ques, Portugal; Giovanni Fava, Italy; 
Eric Fienieg, Netherlands,' Mrs. Mah
shid Fatio, BIC representative; Hal/ddr 
Thorgeirsson, Iceland; and (back row 
left to right) Giovanni Ballerio, BIC 

examine the problem of arbitrary ex
ecutions and summary executions at its 
seventh session in March 1982. The Ba
ha'i International Community sent a 
representative to the meeting of thac 
committee in Vienna, Austria, to pro
vide information about the summary 
and arbitrary execution of Baha'is in 
Iran during the last twO years. 

Other international developments 
The situation of the Baha'is in Iran 

also has been of concern recently to 
two other international organs. The 
first was the United Nations Human 
Rights Committee, a committee of 18 
individual experts that was set up to 

representative; Jack Costel/oe, Repub
lic of Ireland; Uif Persson, Sweden; 
Ms. Elna Lodrup, Norway; Mrs. Edith 
Ovesen, Denmark,' Francisco J. Gon
zales M., Spain; Mrs. Mary Hardy, 
United Kingdom; Dr. Gerhard 
Schweter, Austria; Mrs. Rina Driesen, 
Belgium; Francois Petit, France; Ger
ald Knight, BIC representative; Mrs. 
Anita Bontemps, Luxembourg; Dr. 
Hellmut Schmidt, Germany; Miss Gi
nette Dunand, Switzerland. Mr. 
Knight, representing the Baha'i Inter
national Community. addressed the 
Parliamentary Assembly. 

monitor the performance of states who 
are parties to the International Cove
nant on Civil and Political Rights 
(which includes in its provisions "the 
right to freedom of thought, con
science and religion"). To date, 70 
states (including Iran) have ratified this 
Covenant, and therefore have an obli
gation to abide by its provisions-one 
of which is that they should present a 
report indicating the measures they 
have adopted that give effect to the 
rights outlined in the Cownant. Dur
ing the past year, the Human Rights 
Committee has several times expressed 
its concern at the human rights situa
tion in Iran, and has pressed the go"-



ernment of Iran to submit its report. 
The most recent request for a report 
was conveyed to the government of 
Iran in April 1982 when the chairman 
of the Human Rights Committee met 
with the Iranian Ambassador to the 
United Nations in New York. 

The Human Rights Committee 
meets three times a year and, although 
lacking the authority to enforce the 
provisions of the International Cove
nant on Ci\'il and Political Rights, i~ 

nevertheless an extremely important in
strument of international human rights 
monitoring. 

Another body that dealt recently 
with the Baha'i case was the CommiT
tee of Ministers of the Council of Eu
rope, which, in a statement issued on 
November 25, 198 I. expressed its deep 
concern over reports of the continuing 
persecution of the Baha'is in Iran. The 
statement also called for an intensifI
cation of the endeayors of the United 
Nations to improve the lot of the Ba
M'i community there, and indicated 
that the Committee of Ministers would 
follow events closely, particularly at 
the next session of the UN Commission 
on Human Rights. 

The next international forum to take 
up the matter was the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe, 
meeting from January 25-29, 1982, in 
Strasbourg, France. On its agenda for 
Friday, January 29, was the item: 
"Persecutions in Iran: Rapporteur M. 
Dejardin." Monsieur Dejardin's re
port dealt with the over-all human 
rights situation in Iran and included ex
tensive references to the persecution of 
Baha'is. A two-hour debate culmi
nated in the adoption of a resolution 
that called upon the government of 
Iran to extend constitutional guaran
tees to the BaM'i community. 

Resolution 8 (XXXIV) of the UN 
Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Mi
norites, adopted September 9, 1981, 
specifically drew the attention of the 
Commission on Human Rights to the 
"perilous situation faced by the Baha'i 
community in Iran" and requested the 
UN Secretary-General to "submit all 
relevant information about the treat
ment of the BaM'is in Iran to the Com
mission on Human Rights at its 38th 

session." Accordingly, the Secretary
General's Note containing summaries 
received from the Baha'i International 
Community, together with two letters 
from the government of Iran, was cir
culated as an official document of the 

Commission on Human Rights when 
it met for its 38th session from Feb
bruary 2 to March 12, 1982. 

The resolution of the Sub-Commis
sion. and the document cited above. 
were referred to by six delega-

European Economic Communit~ 
(othe~ise known as the European Communi!) \ 

.1 
Ten member states 

Belgium Denmark France Federal Rep~lic of Genr,any Greece 
Ireland Italy Luxembourg ~,etherlands Uni ted Ki ngdom 

Council of .\linistt'rs 

organ whic~ makes 
decisio:1s at 

government level 

Europt'an 'Parliament i ("ommission 

410 members elected 
from the ten member 
states 

Council of Europe 

I 
21 member states 

Austria Belgium cyprus Denmark France Federal Republic 
of Germany Greece Iceland Ireland Italy Liechtenstein 

Luxembourg Malta Netherlands Norway Portugal spain 
SWeden Switzerland TUrkey united Kingdom 

-

Committee of \1inisters I 
Decision-making body. 

Parliamen~ -\ssembl~ 
Meets twice a year as 
the Foreign Ministers 172 members and 172 I 
of the member states, substitutes (or al- , 
otherwise through the ternates) who are I 
Permanent Represent- members of the nat- I 
atives (Al!lbassadors) ional parliaments 
of the member states. of the 21 member 

states 

......... 
Political Affairs Committee 

Membership appointed 
by the parliamentary 
Assembly. Duties in-
clude consideration 
of human rights viol-
ations outside the 
member states. 
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B8hiYf frieNIS.but 

He was sUrprised to bear the United Kinsdom's rej)reseIltative speaking so 
sympathetically for the Babj'fs . • • "'c:o ':-,7: " 

He assumt the representative of the United IGngdomthat Iran did not per
secute iimOCeatpersons; its restraint was guided only by Islamic principles ••• 
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Gerald Knight (left), alternate repre
sentative of the Bohd'{ International 
Community to the United Nations, and 
Giovanni Ballerio, representative of 
the Bahd'{ International Community to 
the UN in Geneva, Switzerland, ring 
the 'peace bell' at UN headquarters in 
New York City on Human Rights Day, 
December 10, 1981. The occasion was 
the celebration of the adoption by the 
UN General Assembly of the Declara
tion on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Intolerance and of Discrimination 
Based on Religion or Belief, The 
bronze peace bell and housing were do
nated to the U.V in 1954 by the United 
Nations Association of Japan. 

tions-Australia, Canada, the Federal 
Republic of Germany, Italy, the Neth
erlands and the United States-when 
the report of the Sub-Commission was 
being examined. In this way, the dele
gations indicated their intention to 
raise the situation of the Baha'is in 
Iran under the relevant agenda item 
later in the session. The Baha'i In
ternational Community also made a 
statement in the context of the exami
nation of the Sub-Commission's re
port. 

Later, under an agenda item dealing 
with gross violations of human rights 
in any part of the world, many delega
tions spoke of the situation in Iran, 
and referred specifically to the reli
gious persecution of the Baha'is. The 
first five speakers in this debate-Italy, 
the Netherlands, Australia, the Federal 
Republic of Germany and Den
mark-all emphasized the plight of the 
Baha'is, as did later speakers including 
Canada, the United Kingdom, Togo, 
Zambia, Belgium, Norway and Ire
land. Statements also were made by 
Iran and by the Baha'i International 
Community. 

A draft resolution sponsored by nine 
countries-Australia, Canada, Costa 
Rica, Denmark, the Federal Republic 
of Germany, Ireland, the Netherlands, 
Norway and the United King
dom-was adopted by the Commission 
on March II, 1982. This resolution, 
which expresses concern about grave 
violations of human rights in Iran, re
quests the U!, Secretary-General to 
"establish direct contact with the 
Government of Iran on the human 
rights situation prevailing in that coun-



try and to continue his efforts to en
deavor to ensure that the Baha'is are 
guaranteed full enjoyment of their hu
man rights and fundamental free
doms." In the following paragraph, 
the Secretary-General is requested to 
"submit to the Commission on Human 
Rights at its 39th session a report com
piled on the basis of all available in
formation, including information on 
any cirect contacts which he may have 
established with the Government of 
Iran concerning the general human 
rights situation prevailing in that coun
try. " 

The significance of this resolution 
lies in the fact that it marks the first 
time that the Commission on Human 
Rights-the body specifically estab
lished within the United Nations to 
deal with human rights violations-has 
adopted a resolution on the situation in 
Iran and, in particular, on the plight of 

Members of the Baha'I clan of the 
Buyir-Ahmad tribe from Kata, a small 
vii/age near Isfahan, are shown leaving 
Isfahan to set up a tent city outside of 

the Baha'is there. The adoption of this 
resolution firmly establishes Iran (in
cluding the Baha'is) on the agenda of 
the Commission. (It should be noted 
that previous LJN resolutions dealing 
with the persecution of the Baha'is 
were adopted by the Sub-Commission 
on Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities-a body of 
independent experts, not go\~ern
ments-that is a subsidiary body to the 
Commission on Human Rights.) 

Conclusion 

The Baha'i case. then. has been ex
amined and will be further examined 
by those organs of the United Nations 
that are specifically concerned with hu
man rights: the SUb-Commission on 
Prevention of Discrimination and Pro
tection of Minorities, the Commission 
on Human Rights, the Economic and 
Social Council, the Human Rights 

Isfahan. They were driven from their 
village and housed in the Baha'I Center 
in Isfahan until driven our. There are 
several clans in this tribe, and the peo-

Committee, and the General Assem
bly. 

These organs have no authority over 
member states and no power to enforce 
their decisions. International agree
ment on creating more effective ma
chinery for dealing with human rights 
violations is perhaps far off. Never
theless. inter-governmental organs, 
both regional and international, are the 
principal channels through which inter
national public opinion is mobi
lized-and the weight of international 
public opinion is a major deterrent to 
any government engaged in massiw 
and continuing violations of human 
rights. 

pie in this photo are members of one of 
[he clans ihat is composed entirely of 
Baha'is. 
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~~ema&'naIly establishe4: "rights to. re1ij9us 
freeckml as coait8ined in the Universal DeclarationofBu-

. . the International Co'venant 

Hwiii8n RightS , 
and Political Rights relating to religious freedom are con
tained in Article 18 of each of these instruments as {ol-
l~=-·, ~:':,.".' ~, " -~~;:-iiY:~~iC~~. 
U~ Dec/4iimono/ Humii,.·Ri81tis.:~?:"~t§:. " 
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one of the delegates most closely involved in the ,latter , 
stages of the negotiations that led to the adoption of the 
Declaration: 

"TbeldstOry of the road at the end o~*i&f':
stand has often been recalled; it halE -been a road Which 
was long, arduous and full of obstacles. The Netherlands 
delegation ~ with respect how the 

,the Working, Group of. the Co:m-~~~, 
Rights "bVet'the past seVen' years~ MI __ Dr: 



The world 

u.s. pioneer to Norway spearheads 
approval of 'world religions' classes 

The concerns of an American pio
neer to Norway about the religious 
education of her children have resulted 
in the establishment of the first Baha'i 
classes in any Norwegian public school 
and government approval of a new 
"world religions" class. 

The Baha'i classes are provided for 
the four Baha'i children in Kjerknes
vagen, Norway, with the authorization 
and cooperation of local authorities. 

Dari Fossum and her Norwegian 
husband have two school-age children. 
Mrs. Fossum was the first person to re
quest an alternative to the Christian 
education classes offered on the 
school's entrance forms. 

The school's headmaster was coop
erative but indicated that it would take 
time to respond to the request. 

Meanwhile, the parents of other Ba
ha'i children in the community, who 
had previously considered the existing 
religious program in the schools harm
less, decided it was not suitable for 
their children and helped Mrs. Fossum 
develop a proposal for a world religion 
class that could be open to any child 
who wished to attend. 

While that proposal was being con
sidered, authorities in Oslo sent a letter 
to all of the country's headmasters di
recting them to create alternative re
ligious classes in their schools if re
quested to do so. 

"While our proposal (for a worlq re
ligions class) was being considered," 
wrote Mrs. Fossum, "we were given 

Ecuador 

A 4O-day teaching campaign planned 
and carried out by the Spiritual As
sembly of Guayaquil. Ecuador, ended 
last October with the enrollment of 90 
new Baha'is and good proclamation 
through the press and public meetings, 
especially at the universities. 

permission to use the class time, the 
classroom and school supplies to teach 
Baha', classes to the four Baha', chil
dren ... two separate days a week for 
one hour each." 

These, she says, may be the first Ba
ha'i classes in any school in all of Scan
dinavia. 

Permission to conduct a world reli-

Zaire 

Shown here are participants in Zaire's 
first BahQ''- summer school held last 
October 9-11 in the capital city of Kin-

More than 70 Baha'is and their 
guests attended Zaire's first Baha'i 
Summer School last October 9-11 in 
the capital city of Kinshasa. 

The school was organized by the 
Summer School Committee of Kin
shasa to fulfill one of Zaire's goals of 
the Seven Year Plan. 

Classes were offered on prayer, 
teaching, Baha'i history, the role of 
women, the unity of religions, personal 
preparation. the unity of mankind, the 
Baha', life, and the Covenant. 

Participants viewed a film made at 
the Bosch Baha'i School in California 
and another film, "The Green Light 
Expedition," which chronicles a visit 

gions class for any children who wished 
to attend was granted, and Mrs. F05-

sum was accepted as its teacher. 
She describes her appointment as 

teacher as miraculous, because, she 
says, "I have no Norwegian documents 
for teaching, and to get such a teaching 
position without documents is, in fact. 
a 'miracle.' .. 

shasa. Auxiliary BoaM member John
Pierre La Perche is in the top row, 
sixth from right. 

to South America by the Hand of the 
Cause of God Amatu'l-Baha RuQiyyih 
Khanum. The latter film proved to be 
so interesting that the friends insisted 
on remaining until the last reel was fin
ished, at 2 a.m. 

Shortly after the school ended, a lo
cal newspaper printed an article des
cribing the school and including some 
tenets of the Faith. 

The friends were so inspired by the 
school that several of them volunteered 
to teach in the nearby Bas-Zaire re
gion. That week-long effort resulted in 
the enrollment of 62 new believers and 
the formation of two Local Spiritual 
Assemblies. 
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Trinidad/Tobago 
Shown here are Baha'Is who attended a 
National Deepening Institute held Jan
uary 23-24 at the Palmyra Baha'l Cen
ter in Palm.vra Village, San Fernando, 
Trinidad. Auxiliary Board member 
Laurence Coward is third from left, 
and Auxiliary Board member Stephen 
Burris is standing in the doorway, sec
ond from left. During the institute the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Trini
dad launched its permanent teaching 
ream program with 12 teams, each of 
which will work regularly in specific 
localities and eventually gro"' and split 
into two more teams. 

Taiwan 
Presentations al the second Baha'i 

Humanitarian Service Awards dinner 
last October 23 in Taipei, Taiwan, were 
made by Taiwan's former Interior 
Minister, Chyou Chwang-Hwan, who 
is now vice-premier of Taiwan. 

The Baha'i-sponsored event was at
tended by 60 people including several 
government officials from the Ministry 
of the Interior and several well-known 
individuals in education and music cir-

Portugal 

Greenland 
Erik Breinbjerg Nielsen of Den

mark. the lone pioneer to the Green
land goal city of Qaqortoq, recently re
ceived Mrs. Gol Aidun, a traveling 
teacher from Canada, who spoke to a 
woman's club, to two classes at a 
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des. 
Awards were given to a faculty mem

ber at National Taiwan University and 
to a well-known \'ocalist. 

The program was emceed by the 
chairman of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Taiwan and by Nora Chen. a 
long-time believer from Hualien. 

Parviz Kiani, a pioneer from Iran 
who is studying in Taiwan, spent his 

school, and to evening firesides. 
~1r. i'\ielsen, in Qaqonoq since 197-. 

hopes for others to join him or fo~ 
local people soon to declare their faitt:. 
as. he says, "nearlY even'one in the 
town has 'heard abo~t the Faith." 

~,::,ool \'acation Januan 9-Februan 18 
making a teaching trip' around th~ is
land, 

Tra\eling alone by motorcycle, Mr. 
Kiani visited cities and remote villages 
in all the counties of Taiwan. He dis
tributed more than 4,000 pamphlets, 
placed 823 posters, and presented 159 
proclamation brochures. His direct 
teaching efforts resulted in the en
rollment of two people. 

Approximately lOa Baha'IS from all 
over Portugal along with several Ba
ha'{youthfrom Spain attended the Ba
hd'l Summer School last September in 
Lin ho-Sintra, Portugal. Participants 
are shown here with their special con
ference guest, the Hand of the Cause 
of God Ugo Giachery (front row, near 
center, holding portfolio). During the 
school an excursion was organized to 
take Dr. Giachery to Cape Roca, the 
most westerly point on the European 
continent, where a prayer for the unity 
of mankind was read. A1any of the 
youth took part in a Spanish-Portu
guese teaching trip that left from the 
Summer School to reach in towns 
along the Spanish-Portuguese border. 



Sri Lanka 

Nearly 600 people attended a suc
cessful World Religion Day observance 
January 17 at a conference hall in Co
lombo, Sri Lanka, that is used exclu
sively for state functions and interna
tional conferences. 

Speakers at the Baha'i-sponsored 
event represented the Baha'j, Budd
hist, Christian, Hindu, Islamic and Zo
roastrian faiths. 

The theme of this second annual 
World Religion Day observance in Sri 
Lanka was "The Foundation of All 
Religions Is One." 

Media coverage of the event In

cluded the first mention ever of the 
Faith on Sri Lanka's national tele
vision network, which carried a one
minute story on the program. 

There was substantial coverage both 
before and after the program on the 
national radio network whose director 
had first heard of the Faith from an 
American believer whom he had met at 
the airport in Panama City four years 
ago. 

Three newspapers in Colombo car
ried feature articles about the event 
with photos, and one, the Dai~v News. 
which describes itself as "the English 
daily with the largest circulation in Sri 
Lanka," also published one of the 
Hidden Words of Baha'u'llah on the 
front page of its January 20 edition in 
its "Thought for the Day" column. 

A banner announces the second annual 
World Religion Day observance in Sri 
Lanka, held last January 17 at this in
ternational conference hall in Colombo 
that is reserved for state functions and 

Messages of congratulations and 
good wishes from President l.R. lave
wardene of Sri Lanka and the co~n
try's minister of Cultural affairs were 
instrumental in lending official recog
nition to the event. 

Following the observance, a success
ful week-long book exhibit was held at 
the Baha'i National Center in Co
lombo. Hundreds of people visited the 
display to see the books and to ask 
questions about the Faith. 

France 
The Baha'i Information Office of 

France, a committee of the National 
Spiritual Assembly. sponsored a "mass 
media weekend" last November 14-15 
in Paris to encourage and instruct Ba
ha'i media representatives in their 
work with local press, radio and tele
vision. 

Topics included advice from the 
Universal House of lustice on di!>
seminating the principles of the Faith 
in reporting on persecutions; the view
points of reporters; how to prepare ac
curate and effective press releases; and 
a presentation on video systems. 

Participants viewed a film on the 
daily operations of a newspaper office 
and a video tape of a news program in 
which a Baha'i was interviewed. 

• 

international conferences. Last year's 
program also was held in this buildin?. 
and arrangements have been made to 
have the 1983 observance there also. 

2nd ,Jrrnu".1 (J/. ,"',... "",..,",. 
-/ 

, J. Q • ..IJ iR.'/;y;." :Jl.", 

.S .. ,- .1:.",,1,0 

A1.L.e. Chandrasekera. secretary of 
the /'';ational Spiritual Assemb~r of Sri 
Lanka, addresses the nearly 600 people 
who attended the second annual World 
Religion Day observance in that coun
try last January 17 in Colombo. The 
event was publicized by newspapers. 
radio and television. Messages of con
gratulations were received from the 
president of Sri Lanka and the minister 
of cultural affairs. 

South and West Africa 
More than 100 Baha'is from Cape 

Town and seven nearby communities 
attended a teaching conference last No
vember that was arranged by the Na
tional Teaching Committee of South 
and West Africa. 

Among the participants at the con
ference, which was called to stimulate 
the believers into action. was Coun
sellor Bahivvih Winckler. The need for 
homefront'pioneers was explained, and 
some of the friends volunteered. 

"One is particularly impressed by 
the willingness of the women to serve," 
said Counsellor Winckler following 
meetings with the friends at the con

, ference and in a nearby town. "No
: thing is too hard if it is for the Faith." 
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Nigeria 

More than 70 people, the largest 
group at any Baha'i school in Nigeria, 
attended the third annual Seven-Day 
School last December 2i-January 2 in 
\1akurdi. Benue State. 

Participants, representing nine na
tionalities, came from 14 Nigerian 
states. 

The school was organized by the 
Spiritual Assembly of Makurdi to ful
fill a goal of the Seven Year Plan to 
conduct an annual Baha'i school in 
Nigeria with low costs to attract the 
largest possible number of believers 
and seekers. 

Classes co\ered prayer. Bible pro
phecy, teaching Christians, the im
portance of teaching and deepening. 
and the history of the Faith in Nigeria. 

Speakers included Auxiliary Board 
member Paul Alu and Don Addison, 
an assistant to the Auxiliary Board. 

There were readings from the holy 
WriTings each morning and e\ening. 

In separate sessions planned for 
them. the children learned prayers and 
songs. heard stories of the Faith. and 
\\or-ked on art and craft projects that 
were displayed at the end of the school 
seSSIOns. 

A television station in Makurdi 
broadcast a story about the school dur
ing its main news program. The report 
included a positive description of the 
Faith and an excerpt from a talk by one 

Vanuatu 
A statement prepared by the Conti

nental Board of Counsellors in Aus
tralasia was read on behalf of the Ba
ha'i International Community at the 
21 st South Pacific Conference last Oc
tober by a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Vanuatu. 

The conference was held October 
24-30 in Vila, Vanuatu. 

The Baha'i statement, which in
cludes some words of the Guardian, is 
enti'tled "The Preservation of the High 
Qualities of Life in the Pacific." 

It suggests that, while it is not de
sirable to return to a strictly traditional 
life style, a new pattern of life and so
ciety should be developed that pre
sen' es the best of what has been in
herited while helping each island coun
try and people to seek its place in an 
evolving world society. 
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of the speakers. 
Radio reports about the school 

prompted Baha'is from nearby villages 
to attend. 

Music was an integral part of the 
school's evening sessions with the 
friends singing songs in English, Ti\, 
Efik, Yoruba, Igbo and other Nigerian 
vernacular languages. 

After observing the Feast of Sharaf 

Shown are some of the more than 70 
people who attended the third annual 

Reporters from a radio and tele
vision station in Ibadan, Nigeria, along 
with representatives of all the major 
newspapers in that country attended a 
news conference January 15 that was 
organized by the National Proclama
tion Committee to once again bring the 
plight of Iranian believers to the at
tention of the public in Nigeria. 

Among the results were an article in 
the Daily Sketch entitled "Save the Ba
ha'is in Iran," a three-minute news 
story the following day on Ibadan tele
vision, and reports of the news con
ference that were broadcast the fol
lowing day over an Ibadan radio sta
tion. 

When television crew members who 
were scheduled to record a Baha'i pro
gram January 16 in Ibadan, Nigeria, 
failed to show up, the friends who had 
been waiting for them turned their 
meeting into a deepening in the form of 
a mock television interview conducted 
by Auxiliary Board member Dr. Kiser 
Barnes. 

The deepening led to street teaching 
in Orugun, an extension teaching goal 
for the Ibadan community, during 
which more than 100 people heard 

at the school, a convoy of cars was 
formed to drop believers at selected 
\illages along the Makurdi-Lafia Road 
where there are a number of Baha'i 
\·iIlages. The Baha'is helped the friends 
in these villages to observe the Feast. 

A similar convoy was formed the 
following day for teaching along two 
roads near the city. 

Seven Day Baha'i School last Decem
ber 27-January 2 in Makurdi, Nigeria. 

about the Faith. 
That evening, the friends took their 

teaching effort to the campus of the 
Cni\ersity of Ibadan. 

On January 15-16, two villages near 
Sasa, Nigeria. were opened to the Faith 
when two people in one village and 
eight in the other declared their belief 
in Baha'u'llah. 

••• 
The village of Kusa, Benue State, Ni

geria, whose population is 95 percent 
Baha'i-and whose Spiritual Assembly 
includes both men and women, is mak
ing organized efforts to fulfill the goals 
of the second phase of the Seven Year 
Plan. 

The Assembly holds regular meet
ings and Nineteen Day Feasts without 
outside help. Classes for women and 
children also are held in Kusa, and a 
deepening program has begun. 

Baha'i women made toys for chil
dren during a recent women's work
shop. Visiting :eachers have helped \'il
lagers learn songs and prayers. 



Western Samoa 
His Highness Malietoa Tunamafili II 
watches the pouring of concrete last 
December 18 for the first foundation 
pad of the Mother Temple of the Pa
cific Islands. He is accompanied bv 
Counsellor Suhayl 'Ald'l'. Speaking ~t 
the laying of the foundation stone for 
the Temple in January 1979, His High
ness said, 'When completed, this edi
fice will undoubtedly strengthen and 
develop further that mysterious power 
in the spirit of man that once ir is ar
tracted to the true worship of its 
Creator will bring about happiness. 
brotherhood and unity .. 

The first concrete for the Mother Tem
ple of the Pacific Islands was poured 

Belgium 
Pioneers to S1. Niklaas, Belgium, 

who together formed that community's 
first Local Spiritual Assembly last 
spring, were surprised when a reporter 
for a local newspaper requested an in
terview. 

They were even more surprised and 
unprepared for the resulting full-page 
article with photos that was published 
by the paper. 

The sympathetic article described the 
local BahA'i community as "not a 
troublesome people." The friends were 
pleased to see this rather oblique com-

December 18, 1981, at the Temple site 
in Apia, Western Samoa. 

pliment because it was meant to show 
clearly that the Faith is not a sect like 
some religious groups in Belgium that 
sometimes are resented. 

The newspaper article included an 
address and phone number for weekly 
firesides and other information. -

The article concludes by saying, 
"Though we have all known these 
principles of the Baha'is, yet for the 
first time we ha\e found the source." 

Guyana 
Counsellors for the Americas lloyd 

Gardner and Peter \1cLaren visited the 
Baha'is of Guyana early in January. 
They consulted with members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly and were 
speakers at a meeting that was ar
ranged for the friends and held at the 
National Center in Georgetown. 

Counsellor McLaren was able to re
main in Guyana for a week, traveling 
to many parts of the country to meet 
with the Baha'is and to inspire them in 
their teaching work. 

Guyana already has won its assigned 
Assembly and locality goals for the 
current phase of the-Seven Year Plan. 

An historic meeting was held in Ber
bice County where members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assemblv and Dr. Mc
Laren held their first ca"nsultative ses
sion with local believers in that area of 
the country. Members of the institu
tions had dinner with the homefront 
pioneers who are striving to consoli
date that mass-taught area. 
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Alaska 

More than 150 Baha'is and their 
g.uests from 24 communities through
out Alaska attended a special Winter 
Weekend held January 1-3 in Wasilla. 

Speakers included John Kolstoe, 
chairman of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Alaska; Auxiliary Board 
members Jim s.;hoppert and Hal Sex
ton; and several other believers who 
spoke on a variety of topics including 
pioneering, Baha'i wills, proclaiming 
the Faith, family unity, progressive 
revelation, and Baha'i pilgrimage. 

Suriname/French Guiana 

Shown here are participants in the first 
Baha'i Summer School in French Gui
ana, held last November 14-15 in Cay-

An important Seven Year Plan goal 
for Suriname and French Guiana was 
fulfilled last November 14-15 when 
some 30 people attended the first Ba
ha'i Summer School to be held in 
French Guiana. 

Participants included a member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly, an 
Auxiliary Board member, three assis
tants to the Auxiliary Board, members 
of Local Spiritual Assemblies and of 
regional teaching committees. 

The program was planned to focus 
on the Central Figures of the Faith and 
on teaching. An immediate outcome of 
consultation was the "discovery" of 
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Classes for youth were held during 
the first hour of each morning with the 
youth themselves acting as teachers for 
discussions of trustworthiness, honesty 
and decency, amusements and enter
tainment. They also prepared and pre
sented a skit on teaching. 

Approximately 20 children attended 
special classes prepared for them in 
which they visited an array of "learn
ing centers" that focused on the Nine
teen Day Feasts, the Baha'i calendar. 
people and places in the Faith, the 

enne. This first Summer School ful
filled an 'important goal for French 
Guiana and neighboring Suriname. 

three new localities in which believers 
already are residing. 

Benoit Girard, a pioneer from Ca
nada, made a presentation on the rela
tionship between the Faith and Chris
tianity. Other believers spoke about the 
Central Figures: the Bab, Baha'u'llah 
and 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

The school, held at the Baha'i Cen
ter in Cayenne, closed on an especially 
touching note. Jean-Marc Tesson, a 
pioneer from the United States, read 
the "Fire Tablet" while participants 
stood holding hands with tears in theii 
eyes as they recalled the plight of their 
spiritual brothers and sisters in Iran. 

Kingdom of God, the family, and 
cause and effect. 

Each day a "demonstration Assem
bly" consulted on topics that often are 
found on a Spiritual Assembly's agen
da such as questions that might arise 
from consultation regarding a Baha'i 
marriage. 

Evening entertainment included 
music, a talent show, a dance and an 
art show. The weekend ended with the 
formation of a "unity circle." A seeker 
from Unalakleet, Alaska, who attend
ed the Winter Weekend declared his 
belief in Baha'u'llah after returning 
home. 

Shown here are some of the children 
who attend regular Baha'i children's 
classes in the Indian village of Huilo
tepee, Mexico. In addition to learning 
the principles and history of the Faith, 
the children are taught Baha'i prayers 
and songs in Spanish and in their na
tive Zapotec language. 

One hundred-twenty Baha'is and 
their guests attended the dedication of 
a new Baha'j Center last October in 
Dzitya, Yucatan, Mexico. 

The program, arranged by the Spiri
tual Assembly of Dzitya, included 
prayers, readings from the Writings, 
songs and talks. 

This small Baha'i community, says 
Counsellor Artemus Lamb, "has 
striven with such a loving spirit of zeal 
and sacrifice that it serves as an ex
ample for other communities." 



United Kingdom 

Shown here are some of the more than 
150 Baha'isfrom Northern Ireland and 
the Republic of Ireland who gathered 
last February for a special conference 
called to consult on ways that believers 
in the two Irish communities, North 
and South, can work together toward 

Pakistan 
A two-member delegation represent

ing the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Pakistan and including its secretary, 
Anisur Rehman Dehlavi, met in Febru
ary with the Canadian ambassador to 
Pakistan, the UN high commissioner 
for refugees, and a representative of 
Pakistan's minister of religious af
fairs-minority affairs wing. 

The officials were presented copies 
of a report on the persecution of Ba
ha'is in Iran that was prepared by the 
Baha'i International Community at the 
UN headquarters in New York City. 

The diplomats and ministerial offi
cers were told about stranded believers 
from Iran and their need for perma
nent settlement elsewhere. They lis
tened to the Baha'i representatives with 
interest, and assured them of their full 
cooperation regarding Baha'i refugees 
from Iran. 

common goals. Speakers at the confer
ence, held in the Northern Ireland sea
side town of Bangor, included a mem
ber of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Republic of Ireland, two mem
bers of the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the United Kingdom, and Aux-

Bangladesh 

.. 

~ •... • -_. 
Shown are participants at the National 
Baha'i Winter School held February 

iliary Board members Quentin Gargan, 
Dr. Beman Khosravi and Dr. Keith 
Munro. This was the second such con
ference since the formation in 1972 of 
the National Spiritual Assemb(y of the 
Republic of Ireland. 

, \ ,~ 

13-14 in Rajshahi, Bangladesh. 
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World Centre 

Baha'is in Iran experience 
'fresh outburst of persecutions' 

AFTER BRIEF LULL AND RELEASE FEW BAHA'f 
PRISONERS, FRESH OUTBURST PERSECUTIONS 
AGAINST MEMBERS DEFENCELESS COMMUNITY 
IN CRADLE F AfTH CLEARLY EVIDENT. 
HEARTS GRIEVED ANNOUNCE THAT SINCE 
EARLY APRIL SIX STAUNCH BELIEVERS HAVE OF
FERED THEIR LIVES ALTAR SACRIFICE. ALL MER
CILESSLY EXECUTED SOLELY DUE mEIR AD
HERENCE BELOVED FAITH, BUT OUTWARDLY ON 
BASIS TRUMPED-UP ACCUSATIONS. 
mEtR NAMES ARE: 
1. MR. ASKAR MUHAMMADI OF RAHIMKHAN VIL
LAGE IN BUKAN, KURDISTAN, WHO WAS ASSAS
SINATED AT HIS HOME IN EARLY APRIL BY REV
OLUTIONARY GUARDS AFTER INTRODUCING 
HIMSELF AS BAHA'f WHILE mEY WERE SEARCH
ING HOUSES THAT AREA FOR WEAPONS. 
1. MR. IHSANU'LLAH KHA YYAMI OF URUMIYYIH, 
WHO WAS EXECUTED BY FIRING SQUAD ON 11 
APRIL AFTER INTENSE BUT UNSUCCESSFUL PRES
SURE TO RECANT HIS FAITH. 
3. MR. AZIZU'LLAH GULSHANI OF KASHHAD, 
KHURASAN, WHO WAS HANGED ON 19 APRIL. 
COURT VERDICT CLEARLY BASED HIS AFFILIA
TION FAIm AND BAHA'f ACTIVITIES. NEWS
PAPER "KAYHAN" REPORTS VERDICT COURT RE
FERS TO HIM AS A HERETIC, WHICH IS PUNISH
ABLE BY DEATH. THIS IMPORTANT DOCUMENT 
PROVES BAHA'fs ARE BEING KILLED BECAUSE OF 
mEIR RELIGION. 
4. MR. BADI'U'LLAH HAQPA YKAR OF KARAJ 
NEAR TEHERAN, AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE LO
CAL ASSEMBLY, WHO WAS EXECUTED BY FIRING 
SQUAD ON 8 MAY. 
5. AND 6. MR. MAHMUD F ARUHAR AND HIS WIFE 
ISHRAQIYYIH, HIGHLY QUALIFIED AND EDU
CATED ACTIVE BELIEVERS, AND MEMBERS OF 
mE LOCAL ASSEMBLY, WHO WERE ALSO EXE
CUTED IN KARAJ ON 8 MAY. 

FURTHER, MANY PROMINENT BAHA'fs, INCLUD
ING 13 MEMBERS OF LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEM
BLIES IN VARIOUS PARTS COUNTRY ARRESTED IN 
RECENT WEEKS. 
ENTREAT FRIENDS EVERYWHERE CONTINUE 
PRA YERS EFFORTS BEHALF OUR OPPRESSED 
BRETHREN IRAN, INFORM MEDIA, APPEAL AU-

THORITIES, USE ALL MEANS OPEN TO THEM STAY 
HAND RELENTLESS PERSECUTERS INNOCENT 
PEACE-LOVING BAHA'fS IRAN. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
MAY 10,1982 

FURTHER RECENT MESSAGE ON RECRUDES
CENCE PERSECUTIONS IRAN, NEWS JUST RE
CEIVED TWO OTHER STAUNCH BELIEVERS MAR
TYRED BY FIRING SQUAD IN IRAN. mEY ARE: MR. 
AGAHU'LLAH CHIZFAHM AND MRS. JALALIYYIH 
MUSHTAIL. BOTH MEMBERS LOCAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY URUMIYYIH. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
MAY 11,1982 

WITH UTMOST SADNESS ANNOUNCE EXECUTION 
ON 16 MAY TWO MORE VALIANT SOULS CRADLE 
FAITH SA'DU'LLAH BABAZADIH AND NAS
RU'LLAH AMINI, MEMBERS SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
KHANIABAD VILLAGE NEAR TIHRAN. DEATH 
SENTENCE HANDED DOWN OVER TWO MONmS 
AGO, HOWEVER EXECUTION POSTPONED WHILE 
INTENSE PRESSURE BROUGHT TO BEAR UPON 
TWO CONDEMNED BAHA'fs RECANT FAITH OB
TAIN FREEDOM. THESE TWO STEADFAST FRIENDS 
WHO PREFERRED MARTYRDOM TO DENIAL 
FAITH WERE BURIED UNCEREMONIOUSLY WITH
OUT FAMILY FRIENDS BEING INFORMED. AFTER 
SEVEN DA YS RELATIVES FORTUITOUSLY DIS
COVERED EXECUTION THEIR LOVED ONES. 
ALTHOUGH FEW BAHA'f PRISONERS RELEASED, 
ARRESTS CONTINUE THROUGHOUT COUNTRY. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
MAY 16,1981 
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World Centre 

House of Justice sadly laments loss 
of 'dearly-loved brother,' Amoz Gibson 
WITH SORROWFUL HEARTS LAMENT LOSS OUR 
DEARLY-LOVED BRomER AMOZ GIBSON WHO 
PASSED AWAY AFfER PROLONGED HEROIC 
SfRUGGLE FATAL ILLNESS. EXEMPLARY SELF
SACRIFICING PROMOTER FAITH ACHIEVED 
BRILLIANT UNBLEMISHED RECORD CONSTANT 
SERVICE FOUNDED ON ROCKLIKE STAUNCHNESS 
AND DEEP INSATIABLE LOVE FOR TEACHING 
WORK PARTICULARLY AMONG INDIAN AND 
BLACK MlNORftlES WESTERN HEMISPHERE AND 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AFRICA. HIS NOTABLE 
WORK ADMINISTRATIVE FIELDS NORm AMER
ICA CROWNED FINAL NINETEEN YEARS IN
CALCULABLE CONTRIBUTION DEVELOPMENT 
WORLD CENTRE WORLD-EMBRACING FAITH. 

REA VED CHILDREN ADVISE HOLD BEFITTING ME
MORIAL GATHERINGS EVERYWHERE BAllA 'f 
WORLD AND COMMEMORATIVE SERVICES ALL 
MASHRlQU'L-ADHKARS. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
MAY 15, 1981 

OUR HEARTS JOIN YOURS IN SORROW OVER LOSS 
YOURCOLLEAGUE,AMOZGIBSON,DEARLYP~ 
ED SON AMERICAN BAHA'i COMMUNITY WHOSE 
ELEVATION TO MEMBERSHIP FIRST UNIVERSAL 
HOUSE OF JUSTICE SHW UNERADICABLE SPLEN
DOR ON IDS NATIVE HOMELAND. HE IS FOREVER 
PRA YERFULLY· ENSHRINED IN OUR GRATEFUL 
LOVING MEMORY. 

PRAYING SHRINES BOUNTIFUL REWARD HIS NO
BLE SOUL THROUGHOUT PROGRESS ABHA KiNG
DOM. EXPRESS LOVING SYMPATHY VALIANT BE
LOVED WIDOW PARTNER HIS SERVICES AND BE-

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
BAHkis OF mE UNITED STATES 

MAY 16, 1981 

Amoz Gibson was born August 3, 
1918, in Washington, D.C., the son of 
William and Deborah Jane Gibson 
who were devoted Baha'is. 

He obtained his B.S. degree in edu
cation, majoring in social studies, from 
Miner Teachers' College in Washing
ton. 

In 1950-51 he served as a pioneer to 
Mexico and received his M.A. degree 
in geography from Mexico City Col
lege. 

Later, he worked toward a doctoral 
degree at New York University. He 
held various teaching posts in Wash
ington' and from 1955-60 taught on the 
Navajo Indian Reservation at Pinon, 
Arizona, and at Fort Wingate, New 
Mexico, where he served in the de
partments of English and sqcial 
studies. 

From 1960-63 Mr. Gibson was prin
cipal of Bread Springs Day School in 
New Mexico. 

He served actively for many years in 
the Baha'i community of Washington, 
D.C., as a member of the Spiritual As-
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sembly and various committees. 
In 1955 he was elected a delegate to 

the U.S. Baha'i National Convention 
and subsequently pioneered to the Na
vajo Indian Reservation. 

He was a member of the National 
Teaching Committee for Africa, and in 
1958 represented the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the U.S. at the dedication 
of the House of Worship in Kampala, 
Uganda. 

In 1959 he was appointed a member 
of the Auxiliary Board for protection 
and was elected to membership on the 
U.S. National Spiritual Assembly from 
1960 until his election in 1963 to the 
Universal House of Justice. 

Mr. Gibson served as a member of 
the Supreme Body for succes~ve five
year terms until his death on May 14, 
1982. 

He was buried in the Baha'i ceme
tery in Haifa, Israel, in the presence of 
the Hands of the Cause of God resid
ing in the Holy Land, the members of 
the Universal House of Justice, mem
bers of the World Centre staff, and pil-

AMOZ GIBSON 

grims. 
Mr. Gibson is survived by his 

widow, Mary Lane Gibson, whom he 
married in 1941, and by their three 
sons and one daughter. 

• 



The Greatest Holy Leaf 

The Guardian's loving tribute to his 
'chief sustainer, affectionate comforter' 

Brethren and Fellow-Mourners in the 
Faith of Bahd'u'lIdh: 

A sorrow, reminiscent in its poign
ancy, of the devastating grief caused by 
'Abdu'l-Baha's sudden removal from 
our midst, has stirred the BahA'i world 
to its foundations. The Greatest Holy 
Leaf, the well-beloved and treasured 
Remnant of BahA'u'IlAh entrusted to 
our frail and unworthy hands by our 
departed Master, has passed to the 
Great Beyond, leaving a legacy that 
time can never dim. 

The Community of the Most Great 
Name, in its entirety and to its very 
core, feels the sting of this cruel loss. 
Inevitable though this calamitous event 
appeared to us all, however acute our 
apprehension of its steady approach, 
the consciousness of its final consum
mation at this terrible hour leaves us, 
we whose souls have been impregnated 
by the energizing influence of her love, 
prostrated and disconsolate. 

How can my lonely pen, so utterly 
inadequate to glorify so exalted a sta
tion, so impotent to portray the ex
periences of so sublime a life, so dis
qualified to recount the blessings she 
showered upon me since my earliest 
childhood-how can such a pen repay 
the great debt of gratitude and love 
that lowe her whom I regarded as my 
chief sustainer, my most affectionate 
comforter, the joy and inspiration of 
my life? My grief is too immense, my 
remorse too profound, to be able to 
give full vent at this moment to the 
feelings that surge within me. 

Only future generations and pens 
abler than mine can, and will, pay a 

This tribute to Ba1}fyyih Khdnum, 
the Greatest Holy Leaf, written after 
her passing in July 1932 by the beloved 
Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, is reprinted 
from The Baha'i World, Vol. V 
(1932-34), pp. 174-79. 

worthy tribute to the towering gran
deur of her spiritual Hfe, to the unique 
part she played throughout the tumul
tuous stages of BahA'i history, to the 
expressions of unqualified praise that 
have streamed from the pen of both 
BahA'u'lIAh and 'Abdu'l-Baha, the 
Center of His Covenant, though unre
corded, and in the main unsuspected 
by the mass of her passionate admirers 
in East and West, the share she has had 
in. influencing the course of some of the 
chief events in the annals of the Faith, 
the sufferings she bore, the sacrifices 
she made, the rare gifts of unfailing 
sympathy she so strikingly dis
played-these, and many others, stand 
so inextricably interwoven with the 
fabric of the Cause itself that no future 
historian of the Faith of BahA'u'IlAh 
can afford to ignore or minimize. 

As far back as the concluding stages 
of the heroic age of the Cause, which 
witnessed the imprisonment of Baha
'u'IlAh in the SiyAh-ChAI of TihrAn, the 
Greatest Holy Leaf, then still in her in-

fancy, was privileged to taste of the 
cup of woe which the first believers of 
that Apostolic Age had quaffed. 

How well I remember her recall at a 
time when her faculties were still ~nim
paired, the gnawing suspense that ate 
into the hearts of those who watched 
by her side, at the threshold of her pil
laged house, expectant to hear at any 
moment the news of BahA'u'IlAh's im
minent execution! In those sinister 
hours, she often recounted, her parents 
had so suddenly lost their earthly pos
sessions that within the space of a 
single day from being the privileged 
member of one of the wealthiest fam
ilies of TihrAn she had sunk to the state 
of a sufferer from unconcealed pov
erty. Deprived of the means of sub
sistence, her illustrious mother, the 
famed NavvAb, was constrained to 

.' place in the palm of her daughter's 
hand a handful of flour and to induce 
her to accept it as a substitute for her 
daily bread. 

And when at a later time this revered 

Greatest Holy Leaf's immortal spirit· winged its flight Great Beyond. 
Countless lovers her saintly life in East and West seized with pangs of an
guish, plunged in unutterable sorrow. Humanity shall erelong recognize its 
irreparable l~s. Our beloved Faith, well nigh crushed by devastating blow 
of 'Abdu'I-BahA's unexpected Ascension, now laments passing (00 last 
remnant of BahA'u'IlAh, its most exalted member. Holy Family cruelly di
vested (00 its most precious great Adorning. I for my part bewail sudden re
moval (00 my sole earthly sustainer, the joy and solace of my life. Remains 
will repose (in the) vicinity (of the) Holy Shrines. So grievous a bereavement 
necessitates suspension for nine months throughout BahA'i world every 
manner religious festivity. Inform Local Assemblies and groups hold (in) 
befitting manner memorial gatherings (to) extol a life so 1~ (with) sacred 
experiences, so rich (in) imperishable memories. Advise hol4ng additional 
Commemoration Service of strictly devotional character (iii the) Audito-
rium (of the) Mashriqu'I-AdhkAr. . 

(From The BahA'i World, Vol. V (1932-34), p. 169) 

(Signed) Shoghi 
July 15, 1932 
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and precious member of the Holy Fam
ily, then in her teens, came to be en
trusted by the guiding hand of her 
Father with missions that no girl of her 
age could, or would be willing to, per
form, with what spontaneous joy she 
seized her opportunity and acquitted 
herself of the task with which she had 
been entrusted! The delicacy and ex
treme gravity of such functions as she, 
from time to time, was called upon to 
fulfil, when the city of Baghdad was 
swept by the hurricane which the heed
lessness and perversity of Mirza YaQya 
had unchained, as well as the tender so-
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licitude which, at so early an age, she 
evinced during the period of Baha
'u'llah's enforced retirement to the 
mountains of Sulaymaniyyih, marked 
her as one who was both capable of 
sharing the burden, and willing to 
make the sacrifice, which her high 
birth demanded. 

How staunch was her faith, how 
calm her demeanor, how forgiving her 
attitude, how severe her trials, at a time 
when the forces of schism had rent 
asunder the ties that united the little 
band of exiles which had settled in 
Adrianople and whose fortunes seemed 

then to have sunk to their lowest ebb! 
It was in this period of extreme anx
iety, when the rigours of a winter of ex
ceptional severity, coupled with the 
privations entailed by unhealthy hous
ing accommodations and dire financial 
distress, undermined once for all her 
health and sapped the vitality which 
she had hitherto so thoroughly en
joyed. The stress and storm of that 
period made an abiding impression 
upon her mind, and she retained till the 
time of her death on her beauteous and 
angelic face evidences of its intense 
hardships. 

Not until, however, she had been 
confined in the company of Baha
'u'llah within the walls of the prison
city of 'Akka did she display, in the 
plenitude of her power and in the full 
abundance of her love for Him, those 
gifts that single her out, next to 'Ab
du'l-Baha, among the members of the 
Holy Family, as the brightest embodi
ment of that love which is born of God 
and of that human sympathy which 
few mortals are capable of evincing. 

Dedicated life 

Banishing from her mind and heart 
every earthly attachment, renouncing 
the very idea of matrimony, she, stand
ing resolutely by the side of a Brother 
whom she was to aid and serve so well, 
arose to dedicate her life to the service 
of her Father's glorious Cause. 
Whether in the management of the af
fairs of His household in which she ex
celled, or in the social relationships 

. 'which she so assiduously cultivated in 
order to shield both Baha'u'Uah and 
'Abdu'l-Baha, whether in the unfailing 
attention she paid to the every day 
needs of her Father, or in the traits of 
generosity, of affability and kindness, 
which she manifested, the Greatest 
Holy Leaf had by that time abundantly 
demonstrated her worthiness to rank as 
one of the noblest figures intimately as
sociated with the life-long work of 
Baha'u'llah. 

How grievous was the ingratitude, 
how blind the fanaticism, how persis
tent the malignity of the officials, their 
wives, and their subordinates, in return 
for the manifold bounties which she, in 
close association with her Brother, so 
profusely conferred upon them! Her 
patience, her magnanimity, her undis
criminating benevolence, far from dis
arming the hostility of that perverse 



generation, served only to inflame their 
rancour, to excite their jealousy, to in
tensify their fears. The gloom that had 
settled upon that little band of im
prisoned believers, who languished in 
the Fortress of 'Akka contrasted with 
the spirit of confident hope, of deep
rooted optimism that beamed upon her 
serene countenance. No calamity, how
ever intense, could obscure the bright
ness of her saintly face, and no agi
tation, no matter how severe, could 
disturb the composure of her gracious 
and dignified behaviour. 

That her sensitive heart instan
taneously reacted to the slightest injury 
that befell the least significant of 
creatures, whether friend or foe, no 
one who knew her well could doubt. 
And yet such was the restraining power 
of her will-a will which her spirit of 
self-renunciation so often prompted 
her to suppress-that a superficial ob
server might well be led to question the 
intensity of her emotions or to belittle 
the range of her sympathies. In the 
school of adversity she, already en
dowed by Providence with the virtues 
of meekness and fortitude, learned 
through the example and exhortations 
of the Great Sufferer, who was her 
Father, the lesson she was destined to 
teach the great mass of His followers 
for so long after Him. 

Armed with the powers with which 
an intimate and long-standing com
panionship with Baha'u'llah had al
ready equipped her, and benefitting by 
the magnificent example which the 
steadily widening range of 'Abdu'l
Baha's activities afforded her, she was 
prepared to face the storm which the 
treacherous conduct of the covenant
breakers had aroused and to withstand 
its most damaging onslaughts. 

Great as had been her sufferings ever 
since her infancy, the anguish of mind 
and heart which the ascension of Baha
'u'llab occasioned nerved her, as never 
before, to a resolve which no upheaval 
could bend and which her frail consti
tution belied. Amidst the dust and heat 
of the commotion which that faithless 
and rebellious company engendered 
she found herself constrained to dis
solve ties of family relationship, to 
sever long-standing and intimate 
friendships, to discard lesser loyalties 
for the sake of her supreme allegiance 
to a cause she had loved so dearly and 
had served so well. 

The disruption which ensued found 
her ranged by the side of Him Whom 
her departed Father had appointed as 
the Center of His Covenant and the au
thorized Expounder of His Word. Her 
venerated mother, as well as her dis
tinguished paternal uncle, 'Aqay-l
Kalim-the twin pillars who, all 
throughout the various stages of Baha
'u'llah's exile from the Land of His 
Birth to the final place of His confine
ment, had demonstrated, unlike most 
of the members of His Family, the 

... but for her sleepless vigi
lance, her tact, her courtesy, her 
extreme patience and heroic for
titude, grave complications 
might have ensued and the load 
of 'Abdu'I-Baba's care would 
have been ..• increased.' 

tenacity of their loyalty-had already 
passed behind the Veil. Death, in the 
most tragic circumstances, had also 
robbed her of the Purest Branch, her 
only brother besides 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
while still in the prime of youth. She 
alone of the family of Baha'u'llah re
mained to cheer the heart and reinforce 
the e'rrorts of the Most Great Branch, 
against Whom were solidly arrayed the 
almost entire company of His faithless 
relatives. In her arduous task she was 
seconded by the diligent efforts of 
~unirih Khanum, the Holy Mother, 
and those of her daughters whose age 
allowed them to assist in the accomp
lishment of that stupendous achieve
ment with which the name of 'Abdu'l
Baha will forever remain associated. 

With the passing of Baha'u'llah and 
the fierce onslaught of the forces of 
disruption that followed in its wake, 
the Greatest Holy Leaf, now in the 
hey-day of her life, rose to the height 
of her great opportunity and acquitted 
herself worthily of her task. It would 
take me beyond the compass of the 
tribute I am moved to pay to her mem
ory were I to dwell upon the incessant 
machinations to which MUQammad
'Ali, the arch-breaker of the Covenant 
of Baha'u'llah, and his despicable sup
porters basely resorted, upon the agita
tion which their cleverly-directed cam
paign of misrepresentation and ca
lumny produced in quarters directly 
connected with SUlt.an 'Abdu'l-l:Iamid 

and his advisers, upon the trials and in
vestigations to which it gave rise, upon 
the rigidity of the incarceration it re
imposed, and upon the perils it re
vived. Suffice it to say that but for her 
sleepless vigilance, her tact, her cour
tesy, her extreme patience and heroic 
fortitude, grave complications might 
have ensued and the load of 'Abdu'l
Baha's anxious care would have been 
considerably increased. 

And when the storm-cloud that had 
darkened the horizon of the Holy Land 
had been finally dissipated and the call 
raised by our beloved 'Abdu'l-Baha 
had stirred to a new life certain cities of 
the American and European conti
nents, the Most Exalted Leaf became 
the recipient of the unbounded affec
tion and blessings of One Who could 
best estimate her virtues and appreciate 
her merits. 

The decline of her precious life had 
by that time set in, and the burden of 
advancing age was beginning to be
cloud the radiance of her countenance. 
Forgetful of her own self, disdaining 
rest and comfort, and undeterred by 
the obstacles that still stood in her 
path, she, acting as the honoured 
hostess to a steadily increasing number 
of pilgrims who thronged 'Abdu'l
Baha's residence from both the East 
and the West, continued to display 
those same attributes that had won her, 
in the preceding phases of her career, 
so great a measure of admiration and 
love. 

And when, in pursuance of God's in
scrutable wisdom, the ban on 'Abdu'l
Baha's confinement was lifted and the 
Plan which He, in the darkest hours of 
His confinement, had conceived ma
terialized, He with unhesitating confi
dence, invested His trusted and hon
oured sister with the responsibility of 
attending to the multitudinous details 
arising out of His protracted absence 
from the Holy Land. 

No sooner had 'Abdu'l-Baha step
ped upon the shores of the European 
and American continents than our be
loved Khanum found herself wellnigh 
overwhelmed with thrilling messages, 
each betokening the irresistible ad
vance of the Cause in a manner which, 
notwithstanding the vast range of her 
experience, seemed to her almost in
credible. The years in which she basked 
in the sunshine of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
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spiritual victories were, perhaps, 
among the brightest and happiest of 
her life. Little did she dream when, as a 
little girl, she was running about, in the 
courtyard of her Father's house in 
Tihran, in the company of Him Whose 
destiny was to be one day the chosen 
Center of God's indestructible Cove
nant, that such a Brother would be 
capable of achieving, in realms so dis
tant, and among races so utterly re
mote, so great and memorable a vic
tory. 

Latent energies 

The enthusiasm and joy which swell
ed in her breast as she greeted' Abdu'l
Baha on His triumphant return from 
the West, I will not venture to describe. 
She was astounded at the vitality of 
which He had, despite His unimagi
nable sufferings, proved Himself capa
ble. She was lost in admiration at the 
magnitude of the forces which His ut
terances had released. She was filled 
with thankfulness to Baha'u'llah for 
having enabled her to witness the evi
dences of such brilliant victory for His 
Cause no less than for His Son. 

The outbreak of the Great War gave 
her yet another opportunity to reveal 
the true worth of her character and to 
release the latent energies of her heart. 
The residence of 'Abdu'l-Baha in 
Haifa was besieged, all throughout 
that dreary conflict, by a concourse of 
famished men, women and children 
whom the maladministration, the 
cruelty and neglect of the officials of 
the Ottoman Government had driven 
to seek an alleviation to their woes. 
From the hand of the Greatest Holy 
Leaf, and out of the abundance of her 
heart, these hapless victims of a con
temptible tyranny, received day after 
day unforgettable evidences of a love 
they had learned to envy and admire. 
Her words of cheer and comfort, the 
food, the money, the clothing, she 
freely dispensed, the remedies which, 
by a process of her own, she herself 
prepared and diligently applied-all 
these had their share in comforting the 
disconsolate, in restoring sight to the 
blind, in sheltering the orphan, in heal
ing the sick, and in succoring the 
homeless and the wanderer. 

She had reached, amidst the dark
ness of the war days, the high water
mark of her spiritual attainments. Few, 
if any, among the unnumbered bene-
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factors of society whose privilege has 
been to allay, in various measures, the 
hardships and sufferings entailed by 
that fierce conflict, gave as freely and 
as disinterestedly as she did; few exer
cised that undefinable influence upon 
the beneficiaries of their gifts. 

Age seemed to have accentuated the 
tenderness of her loving heart, and to 
have widened still further the range of 
her sympathies. The sight of appalling 
suffering around her steeled her ener-

gies and revealed such potentialities 
that her most intimate associates had 
failed to suspect. 

The ascension of 'Abdu'l-Baha, so 
tragic in its suddenness, was to her a 
terrible blow from the effects of which 
she never completely recovered. To her 
He, Whom she called, "Aqa," had 
been a refuge in times of adversity. On 
Him she had been led to place her sole 
reliance. In Him she had found ample 
compensation for the bereavements she 
had suffered, the desertions she had 
witnessed, the ingratitude she had been 
shown by friends and kindreds. No one 
could ever dream that a woman of her 
age, so frail in body, so sensitive of 
heart, so loaded with the cares of al
most eighty years of incessant tribula
tion, could so long survive so shatter
ing a blow. And yet, history, no less 
than the annals of our immortal Faith, 
shall record for her a share in the ad-

vancement and consolidation of the 
world-wide community which the hand 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha had helped to fash
ion, which no one among the remnants 
of His family can rival. 

Which of the blessings am I to re
count, which in her unfailing solicitude 
she showered upon me, in the most cri
tical and agitated hours of my life? To 
me, standing in so dire a need of the vi
talizing grace of God, she was the liv
ing symbol of many an attribute I had 
learned to admire in 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
She was to me a continual reminder of 
His inspiring personality, of His calm 
resignation, of His munificence and 
magnanimity. To me she was an incar
nation of His all-encompassing tender
ness and love. 

It would take me too long to make 
even a brief allusion to those incidents 
of her life, each of which eloquently 
proclaims her as a daughter, worthy to 
inherit that priceless heritage be
queathed to her by Baha'u'llah. A 
purity of life that reflected itself in 
even the minutest details of her daily 
occupations and activities; a tenderness 
of heart that obliterated every dis
tinction of creed, class and colour; a 
resignation and serenity that evoked to 
the mind the calm and heroic fortitude 
of the Bab; a natural fondness of flow
ers and children that was so character
istic of Baha'u'llah; an unaffected sim
plicity of manners; an extreme socia
bility which made her accessible to all; 
a generosity, a love, at once disinter
ested and undiscriminating, that re
flected so clearly the attributes of 'Ab
du'l-Baha's character; a sweetness of 
temper; a cheerfulness that no amount 
of sorrow could becloud; a quiet and 
unassuming disposition that served to 
enhance a thousandfold the prestige of 
her exalted rank; a forgiving nature 
that instantly disarmed the most un
yielding enemy-these rank among the 
outstanding attributes of a saintly life 
which history will acknowledge as hav
ing been endowed with a celestial pa
tency that few of the heroes of the past 
possessed. 

Touching tributes 

No wonder that in Tablets, which 
stand as eternal testimonies to the 
beauty of her character, Baha'u'llah 
and 'Abdu'l-Baha have paid touching 
tributes to those things that testify to 
her exalted position among the mem-



bers of their Family, that proclaim her 
as an example to their followers, and as 
an object worthy of the admiration of 
all mankind. 

I need only, at this juncture, quote 
the following passage from a Tablet 
addressed by' Abdu'l-Baha to the Holy 
Mother, the tone of which reveals un
mistakably the character of those ties 
that bound Him to so precious, so de
voted a sister: 

"To my honoured and distinguished 
sister do thou convey the expression of 
my heartfelt, my intense longing. Day 
and night she liveth in my remem
brance: I dare make no mention of the 
feelings which separation from her has 
aroused in my heart, for whatever I 
should attempt to express in writing 
will assuredly be effaced by the tears 
which such sentiments must bring to 
my eyes." 

'Mist of tears' 

Dearly-beloved Greatest Holy Leaf! 
Through the mist of tears that fill my 
eyes I can clearly see, as I pen these 
lines, thy noble figure before me, and 
can recognize the serenity of thy kindly 
face. I can still gaze, though the sha
dows of the grave separate us, into thy 
blue, love-deep eyes, and can feel in its 
calm intensity, the immense love thou 
did'st bear for the Cause of thine Al
mighty Father, the attachment that 
bound thee to the most lowly and insig
nificant among its followers, the warm 
affection thou didst cherish for me in 
thine hearC The memory of the inef
fable beauty of thy smile shall ever 
continue to cheer and hearten me in the 
thorny path I am destined to pursue. 
The remembrance of the touch of thine 
hand shall spur me on to follow stead
fastly in thy way, the sweet magic of 
thy voice shall remind me, when the 
hour of adversity is at its darkest, to 
hold fast to the rope thou did'st seize 
so firmly all the days of thy life. 

Bear thou this my message to 'Ab
du'l-Baha, thine exalted and divinely
appointed Brother: If the Cause for 
which Baha 'u 'llah toiled and laboured, 
for which thou did'st suffer years of 
agonizing sorrow, for the sake of 
which streams of sacred blood have 
flowed, should, in the days to come, 
encounter storms more severe than 
those it has already weathered, do thou 
continue to overshadow, with thine all
encompassing care and wisdom, thy 

frail, thy unworthy appointed child. 
Intercede, 0 noble and well-favored 

scion of a heavenly Father, for me no 
less than for the toiling masses of thy 
ardent lovers, who have sworn undying 
allegiance to thy memory, whose souls 
have been nourished by the energies of 
thy love, whose conduct has been 
moulded by the inspiring example of 
thy life, and whose imaginations are 
fired by the imperishable evidences of 
thy lively faith, thy unshakable con
stancy, thy invincible heroism, thy 
great renunciation. 

Whatever betide us, however dis
tressing the vicissitudes which the nas
cent Faith of God may yet experience, 
we pledge ourselves, before the mercy
seat of thy glorious Father, to hand on, 

unimpaired and undivided, to genera
tions yet unborn, the glory of that tra
dition of which thou hast been its most 
brilliant exemplar. 

In the innermost recesses of our 
hearts, 0 thou exalted Leaf of the 
Abba Paradise, we have reared for thee 
a shining mansion that the hand of 
time can never undermine, a shrine 
whi~h shall frame eternally the match
less beauty of thy countenance, an 
altar whereon the fire of thy con
suming love shall burn forever. 

Shoghi 
The beloved of the Lord and the hand
maids of the merciful throughout the 
West. 
July 17, 1932 
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The Greatest Holy Leaf 

'Others might break the shell with 
a J,low; it was for her to unsheath 

the kernel with infinite care and skill' 
She was the daughter of BaM'u'lhih 

and Asiyih KMnum and the sister of 
'Abdu'I-BaM. She was named Ba
Qiyyih. To the followers of the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah she was known and rever
enced as the Greatest Holy Leaf. To 
those she lived among she was "Kha
num," which is to say, Lady. It is this 
Khanum, the woman, her pervading 
spirit, who lives on in the hearts of all 
who knew and loved her-Khanum, 
moving serene and steadfast through 
the days; showing goodness in a simple 
sharing of each day's portion and leav
ing for us to take and share in turn 
precious morsels of the substance that 
was for her the daily bread of life. 

When you think of the traits and 
ways that made up her lovely behavior 
she comes to you at first, perhaps, as 
she welcomed you among her 
guests-gracefully erect and poised, 
controlled yet at ease-putting others 
at ease, without familiarity-and with 
the mild dignity, simplicity and un
selfconsciousness of a great lady. Her 
graciousness and courtesy reflected the 
courtly Persia of another day. Even 
with her family she observed some of 
the punctilio of that day, gestures that 
for her were a part of a living ritual 
rather than a dead form; delicate 
values of human relationships that out
last all form and fashion and that ex
pressed her innate respect and con
sideration for every fellow-being. 

And those restraining customs which 
in the East still hedged about a lady of 
her rank and station you saw as you 
came to know her that she accepted as 
she would inclement weather that kept 
her indoors; saw that she had moulded 
her life to the bounds of her sphere, 

This article, HBal}{yyih Khdnum," 
by Marjory Morten, is reprinted from 
The Baha'i World, Vol. V (1932-34), 
pp.181-85. 
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Her balance, sense of fineness 
and fitness and practical judg
ment she displayed in creating 
order and grace in the house
hold, and all the elements that 
make for well-being she blended 
in an ambience of harmony. 

pouring into it the resources of her own 
spirit, and had found scope for all her 
qualities. Her balance, sense of fine
ness and fitness and practical judgment 
she displayed in creating order and 
grace in the household, and all the ele
ments that make for well-being she 
blended in an ambience of harmony. 
Her strong will was never used to over
ride and her decided opinions were 
never pressed upon another. Her ways 
were gentle. Others might break the 
shell with a blow; it was for her to un
sheath the kernel with infinite care and 
skill. In her you met with no exactions, 
no biddance; she beckoned, smiling, 
and would have no one come heavy
footed or bent to her will. So quietly 
did she make her influence felt that you 
were scarcely conscious of its working. 

And she shed her creative sympathy 
in the form of tender interest in every 
detail in the lives of those around her, 
entering into their hours in the small 
and filling them with happiness. At the 
moment you did not recognize this 
sympathy as sympathy, but enjoyed it 
in pleasure. It is a charming Persian 
habit to wrap a gift in an embroidered 
silk or linen cloth, as fine in its way as 
the thing enclosed. So, always, she 
gave a gift within the gift. You took the 
happy warmth of contentment you felt 
when you were with her and only later 
came to realize that this was the fine 
wrapping of a deeper joy, a richer core. 
One of the endless glimpses of this two-

fold blessing we had one day when we 
were with her in 'Akka and she lay ill 
of fever, while all the house was filled 
with hushed preparations for a wed
ding that evening. Just before the sim
ple ceremony she sent for the young 
girl-hardly more than a child-who 
came trembling and tearful. She bless
ed her with a smile, touched her white 
cotton dress and the veil and wreath of 
orange flowers we had improvised for 
her in western fashion, and said softly, 
"How very pretty!" The little bride 
forgot her fears at that word of ap
proval and went to her marriage with a 
blessing she was not yet able to under
stand. 

Among the Persians a mother in ad
monishing or consoling her child calls 
it mddar, mother. This tender expres
sion she used generally to all those who 
were close about her. Her murmur of 
"mddar ayb naddrad"-" Mother, 
never mind"-was an assuaging echo 
in the house. To each one she was com
forter. But you would not be content to 
describe her as motherly. Motherliness 
is too confining a term. Mother-love 
embraces and holds, however lightly; 
has something_of possessiveness, some
thing that asks response to the love 
showered. There was no hint of this in 
her affection. She left spirit and body 
alike utterly free, demanding nothing 
of those she loved. And she would, it 
seemed, have them unaware of any 
debt of love. So light was her touch 
that she woke in them no sense of re
sponsibility or conscious gratitude. 
Even when she comforted, her caress 
was feather soft; for she knew that 
those in sore need can be bruised by the 
least pressure of compassion. She 
would give the balm itself and add no 
weight of her own hand, so that heal
ing and comfort came as a magic gift. 
At the time you neither knew nor asked 
its source, and your thankfulness over-
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flowed in a happy sharing of the gift. 
She would not weigh your WOI th and 

reward you according to your deserts; 
nor would she consider whether your 
pain were inflicted or self-provoked, as 
if she knew that suffering has a sanctity 
of its own. She never sat in judgment 
and was not concerned with separating 
the sheep from the goats. Not only did 
she not single out black from white in 
the flock, but in the inner fold of your 
own nature she did not call the fault 
dark nor see the white lamb in a good 
action. She would not use criticism and 
censure. When you brought her your 
darkness she lit a taper. If you had 
done wrong or failed in your effort, or 
even failed to make the effort, she lov
ed you the more, conscious of your 
chagrin in failure; pitying you for your 
weakness and defeat and pitying you, 
too, if you did not suffer and felt no 
shame in failure. 

You were sure that if one tried to 
hurt her she would wish to console him 
for his own cruelty. For her love was 
unconditioned, could penetrate dis
guise and see hunger behind the mask 
of fury, and she knew that the most 
brutal self is secretly hoping to find 
gentleness in another. She had that 
rarest heart-courage-to uncover the 
very quick of tenderness to any need. 
And so deep was her understanding 
that she plumbed all the miseries of the 
human heart and read their signifi
cance, blessing both the victim and the 
valid pain itself. 

Service a privilege 

So alive was she to the source of all 
bounty that she had no consciousness 
of her own bounty. When she made a 
gift she seemed to be thanking you for 
it. The prompting included gratitude. 
When she gave joy she blessed you for 
it. It was almost as if she did not dis
tinguish giving from receiving; as 
when, during the last year of her life, 
she went one summer day to the moun
tain with the children of her family and 
sat watching them at their picnic. To 
have her there with them made the day 
a festival. This joy that she shed she 
shared .... And when they came 
down in the evening she thanked them 
for her delight in their play and for the 
happiness their happiness had given 
her. 

Though she was unaware of her own 
loving-kindness she was moved by the 

least trace of it in others. To serve her 
was not duty; it was high privilege. But 
she took nothing for granted in the way 
of devoted service and even in her last 
hours she whispered or smiled her 
thanks for every littlest ministration. 
Her generosity was instinctive, not 
considered; you felt no pause between 
impulse and act. You knew that her 
openhandedness was the evidence of an 
unbroken stream of impelling kindness 
that flowed through her, that never 
failed. She delighted in making pres
ents-sweetmeats and goodies and 
coins for the children, and for others 
flowers, keepsakes-a vial of attar of 
roses, a rosary, or some delicate thing 
that she had used and cared for. Any
thing that was given her she one day 
gave to someone else, someone in 
whom she felt a special need of a 
special favour. She was channel rather 
than cup; open treasury, not locked 
casket. 

And as she would not lock away her 
small treasures, neither would she store 
up her wisdom and her riches of experi
ence. In her, experience left no bitter 
ash. Her flame transmuted all of life, 
even its crude and base particles, into 
gold. And this gold she spent. Her wis-

dom was of the heart. She never re
duced it to formula or precept-we have 
no wise sayings of hers that we can 
hang motto-like on our walls. Just by 
being what she was she gave us all that 
she knew. A thousand of the things 
that cannot be uttered by the human 
tongue she spoke in smile and glance, 
and in tender silence. 

Often she would sit silent in a hum 
of voices, but never shut in a shell of si
lence, never isolated nor aloof. Her 
stillness was neither empty nor ins.is
tent; it did not hush nor summon 
others to quiet, but made accompani
ment to the play of voices around her. 
How full she was of deep tranquillity; 
how far removed from mere placidity. 
She loved laughter and often joined in 
the eager, merry moods of the younger 
people who clustered about her. These 
responsive humours were happy ripples 
on the sea of her tranquillity. 

She was seldom alone. The unity and 
selflessness that some may win by vigil 
and withdrawal she reached and main
tained in the company of others. Her 
whole attitude of life was prayer. Her 
thoughts were kneeling thoughts. She 
found communion in shared quietude. 
and privacy in a sunny room where 
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children played. Her room was the 
heart of the house. Around the glow of 
her brazier in winter or when she sat on 
her window divan in full sunlight, old 
and young would gather near her, fil
tering in one by one, slipping out again 
to work or play, or pausing for a mo
ment in a busy day at the doorway for 
a glimpse. You \eft your shoes at the 
threshold of that room and you left, 
too, any outer covering of pose or 
manner you might have made for your
self for protection in a bleak world. 
Here was no need for pretence and 
brave showing; here in the light of her 
shining simplicity you became simple. 
All fear went out of you, all shyness, 
all timidity. Insensibly she tempered 
coldness and warmed indifference. 
You did not think, How good she is; 
how selfish I am. For the moment self 
was forgotten and, in the forgetting, 
conscious standards of comparison 
wer~ lost. The current of intent that fed 
the ego was cut. You were free. 

Although for so many years she had 
been the head of that great household, 
directing every detail of its ordering, 
she showed no urge to small activity. 
When there was something to be done 

she did it straightway, giving it her full 
attention. When she sat with folded 
hands she was wholly there; no part of 
her mind seemed to be busy with the 
next step, the duty to come. It was in 
keeping with her harmony with life 
that she gave herself in her entirety to 
her hours of companionship and so 
made them complete. Islands in time. 

And she was not only in harmony 
with life and those who peopled it for 
her; she was never in conflict nor at 
variance within herself. In her inclina
tions you heard no dissident minority 
of hesitation, no murmur of reluctance 
that robs the act of its purity, its gen
erosity. Her personality was so attuned 
to her spirit that integrity and purity 
were her natural expression, and her 
habit of recognizing and choosing the 
pure in all things was involuntary. She 
was incorruptible rather than innocent, 
for she knew the shapes of evil and 
faced them fearlessly. She regarded all 
life with something more generous 
than tolerance and her outlook was un
colored by any slightest tint of preju
dice. If you had looked for fault you 
would have found only human sides of 
her rare qualities, and these sides link-

, .•• if we dare call ourselves Baha'is ••• ' 
Thefollowing excerpt from a letter written to the American Bahd'fs in 1924 

by the Greatest Holy Leaf is reprinted from The Baha'i World, Vol. V 
(1932-34), pp. 22-23. 

• 
Let us then, affectionate brothers and sisters, ponder for awhile upon the 

underlying reason that had made God's divine Messengers prefer a life of tor
ture to one of ease, and those blessed martyrs, so many of them cut off in the 
springtime and promise of their youth, choose death with faces radiant with 
joy. What did the Bab sacrifice His promising youth for except out of a burn
ing desire to have mankind live in unity and peace; and what was the spirit that 
animated those bold and heroic martyrs but love and adoration to a Cause 
they wished to triumph? What made Baha'u'Uah, born and brought up in 
opulence, fling away all earthly possessions and choose· upon Himself un
speakable hardships and deprivation, save for an earnest appeal to the world 
at large to tum their hatred for one another into genuine love and to make a 
world seething with blood a peaceful home for God's children; and why did 
'Abdu'I-BaM, who could have chosen a life of ease and comfort, prefer to 
lead a crusade against the strongholds of human hearts and make a direct ap
peal to individuals as well as groups that unless we love one another with all 
our might and with all our heart we are absolutely doomed. He carried a cru
sade not with a sword of steel but with a sword of love and affection. And if 
we dare call ourselves Baha'is it simply means that we have to follow in their 
wake. It means that we must always have the public weal in mind and not give 
ourselves wholly to our inclinations and desires, and it means that we must pic
ture before us the perseverance and self-sacrifice of those early volunteers and 
make a whole-hearted effort to be like unto them; and it shall be only in this 
way that we can safe-guard the Cause of God . . ." 
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ed you with her in understanding and 
allowed awe to give way to devotion. 

She was not learned nor even educa
ted in a worldly sense; she drew her 
wisdom from hidden springs. Though 
her intelligence was of the heart, that 
heart itself was filled from sources 
deeper than human knowledge. She did 
not read much or often write but was in 
a constant state of communication 
with life. You felt that every object 
held something of import for her; that 
every phase of nature and every thing, 
animate and inanimate, were as letters 
and syllables formed to a message for 
her reading. And all that she gathered 
she translated into ways of living. She 
did not expound or teach; won you by 
no argument or triumph of wit; never 
lent herself to persuasion or appeal. 
Depth to depth she shared with you a 
secret that through some alchemy of 
spirit fed your instant need. 

If she found you troubled she would 
not discuss your difficulties and try to 
solve your problems. You forgot them. 
Confusion and complexity were dis
solved in her warm clarity. You reach
ed with her a region of consciousness 
beyond clamour and doubt and beyond 
questioning. You were reassured. With 
a word she gave you certainty, and 
reality of assurance. 

When a fig is plucked very early in 
the morning before the sun has warm
ed it, it holds a clear honeyed drop at 
the base. Its sweetness, distilled during 
the night, is condensed at dawn into a 
single globule susPended from the cool 
globe of the fruit~the soul of the 
fruit. . . . So she gave you the essence 
together with the solid body of lhe 
fact. 

And as she showed us love in all the 
manifold workings of its guiding 
power and in the countless shades of its 
reflected glory-yielding herself utterly 
to its breath and so making it plain to 
our eyes, as a tree in abandoning itself 
to the wind becomes the breeze made 
visible-so, too, she made us feel that 
back of love itself is a mightier force, 
its Essence, which we are not yet able 
to bear in all its fulness. 

When you went to her unsatisfied 
and restless you discovered that your 
unrest and discontent were really 
homelessness of spirit. Over the next 
hill and the next you had gone, search
ing for sanctuary and peace. Here in 
her white room you found them. You 
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found the way to bring heaven to little 
things, to compass the infinite with 
four walls. Here was home. 

She seemed not to separate this plane 
from the next, nor to long-for all the 
rigours of her years-to escape to the 
bright wonder of the future life. In her 
daily round she carried the common
place to the edge of dream and showed 
you wonder in the trivial and the fugi
tive. Small things were not small to 
her; they were fragments of the vast. 
She gave you, not hope of bliss to 
come, but realization of present happi
ness. With her you felt marvel in every 
tiniest aspect of life around you-a 
flower, a shadow on the wall, a fold of 
her veil, a voice in the garden below; all 
these were touched with enchantment. 
You became aware of the mystery of 
the spirit animating all things, and of 
the preciousness of every instant. This 
moment, this now, was tinged with the 
beauty of the eternal and held an atom 
of happiness, absolute and eternal. 

Though she had nothing of luxury 
and her possessions were few and of no 
great intrinsic value, she made none of 
the denial of life of the ascetic. She 
loved beauty. You would say that she 
lent to her surroundings her sense of 
order, fragrance and exquisiteness, but 
you look in vain for words to describe 
that inner sensibility of which these 
were the outer gossamer traces. Ever 
after to those who had known her any 
lovely thing, any perfection of refine
ment was a reminder of her. She was 

The prison-city of 'Akkti to which 
Bahd'u'lltih was brought in chains in 
1868. His imprisonment was shared by 

The Shrine of the Greatest Holy Leaf 
in Haifa, Israel. 

immortalized in all beauty. In the 
moth-green and silver of spring you 
find something of her fragrance and 
delicacy; in the fountain jet that is the 
voice of the garden you hear her. You 
remember her in the sound of the sea, 
and in the laughter of children. Wher
ever happiness is or friendship, she is 
there. 

We in the West knew her only in the 
latter days of her life. But we could not 

'Abdu'I-Bahd, Ba/Jfyyih Khdnum and 
others of His Family and followers. 

find it in our hearts to wish that we had 
known her in her youth or earlier wo
manhood rather than in the time of her 
fulfillment. She had none of the habits 
of mind which we have come to associ
ate with age. We see old age musing. 
looking over its shoulder; sighing over 
memories flattened between page~ 
turned with the years-distinct, per
haps, and sharp in outline, but dried of 
the fullness and colour of living emo
tions. She had no need to turn back the 
leaves, to recapture any shreds of van
ished hours. The essential filaments of 
the past were woven with the threads of 
the present into today's pattern. He-r 
now embodied all her yesterdays. 

And you would not say that she was 
still beautiful, for that implies a pre
serving lacquer of time. Her beauty, 
too, was fulfillment, not vestige ~f 
former loveliness. A luminous tender
ness played over her face, mobilizing 
its strength and nobleness of modeling. 
Though her clear tints had paled-e'
cept the colouring of her eyes that were 
still clearly blue-and her soft contours 
were carved away, she was more than 
beautiful in extreme slenderness and 
fragility, in fineness of texture and 
structure, and in grace that was long 
union of gracious thought and act. Her 
gestures were filled with meaning; her 
hovering hand blessed you before you 
felt its pressure. 

She had the swift response of youth 
and the ageless vital power of adding 
the charm of her own quality to the 
spoken word. In telling a little story, a 
simple picturing of some simple thing. 
she would pause, smile, hold the im
age; warm it before she gave it to you. 
When we begged her to tell us of the 
scenes of tumult and outrage that 
crowded her childhood or of the long 
hardship in exile and imprisonment, 
she would not try to recreate in part 
that drama too great for any telling, or 
even to bring to the surface an episode 
out of the troubled past. She would 
simply allow to emerge from her still 
depths some living impression, some 
poignant detail, and so move you with 
this glimpse that you felt all the seasons 
of her grief and the full measure of her 
pain; and you knew, too, that this 
grief, this pain. were never for herself. 
She could convey anguish itself in a 
look. And in this charged look you 
first saw human suffering, and then be
neath that an intimation of woe im-
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measurable for the darkened under
standing of those who had caused the 
suffering. 

Her burdens appeared light because 
she did not bend under them, and she 
approached great tasks without appar
ent effort. She seemed never to search 
nor to strive because she showed no 
trace of tension and strain. In all her 
life she had known none of the hot, 
dusty moments of human struggle, nor 
its breathless, small achievements, but 
had gone forward unfaltering, with a 
tranquil lifting of the heart in action, 
to meet a succession of difficult days. 

Her life could not be called martyr
dom, for she did not recognize it as 
such. She was not shaken by the trans
ports of rapture of the martyr and had 
no urge to raise the banner, to rush to 
encounter, to offer up with heroic val
our. Her ardour burned with a steady 
flame. In the face of test and danger 
she neither hurried nor held back, but 
entered the perilous way with quiet 
breath. Her courage was born of her 
understanding faith, and it was this 
faith, this understanding, that carried 
her serene through years of incessant 
labour and meticulous service, and 
through times of waiting empty-hand
ed-and through the bearing of irre
mediable sorrow and loss. 

Something greater than forgiveness 
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Above: Some articles of clothing worn 
by the Greatest Holy Leaf. Right: A 
photo taken near the end of her earthly 
life. 

she had showr. in meeting the cruelties 
and strictures in her own life. To be 
hurt and to forgive is saintly but far 
beyond this is the power to compre
hend and not be hurt. This power she 
had. The word maz,lzim, which signifies 
acceptance without complaint, has 
come to be associated with her name. 
She was never known to complain or 
lament. It was not that she made the 
best of things, but that she found in 
everything, even in calamity itself, the 
germs of enduring wisdom. She did not 
resist the shocks and upheavals of life 
and she did not run counter to ob
stacles. She was never impatient. She 
was as incapable of impatience as she 
was of revolt. But this was not so much 
long-sufferance as it was quiet aware
ness of the forces that operate in the 
hours of waiting and inactivity. 

Always she moved with the larger 
rhythm, the wider sweep, toward the 
ultimate goal. Surely, confidently, she 
followed the circle of her orbit round 
the Sun of her existence, in that com
plete acquiescence, that perfect accord, 
which underlies faith itself. 

So she was in life. And when she 
came to die her failing faculties threw 
into sharper and intenser relief the na
ture of her heart and spirit. It was as if 
she first let slip away the mechanical 
devices of the mind and the transient 
sense perceptions while holding fast to 
the end the essential elements of her be
ing, unclouded by extremity of bodily 
weakness and pain. Still her smile 

spoke strength, serenity, tenderness 
and the love that is both recognition 
and bestowal. And so she left for re
membrance a last clear record of the 
pattern of her life. 

I 

I 



The Greatest Holy Leaf 

Keith Ransom-Kehler warmly recalls 
the undying spirit of Ba\tiyyih Kltanum 

"From the Greatest Holy Leaf 
streamed an effulgence of beauty and 
heavenly love that I have never wit
nessed from any human being. To 
come into her presence was to hush and 
exalt the soul. She was like a bird at 
dawn, the coming of spring, a city on a 
far horizon; everything that wakes our 
wonder and reveals the depths and not 
the tumults of the heart. 

"On two occasions she removed my 
Baha'i ring and after holding it for 
some time replaced it reversed. Twice 
she blew on the palm of my hand, a 
sweet cool, delicious breath and then 
exult~ntly exclaimed: 'It is all right 
now.' 

"Her mind was never Quite clear ex
cept on the occasion of my parting. 

"She would reach out her delicate 
hand and, pressing my cheek close 
against her own, would make some 
lover-like exclamation. I was dissolved 
by her sweetness. 

"For the most~ part she would chant 
in a low delicious voice some glorious 
Tablet or poem, smoothing my hand or 
holding me under the chin as she sang. 

" 'Does she remember me? Does she 
know who I am?' I asked. 

" 'Who is this, Khanum?' asked 
Diya. 
. "'Mu'allimih' (teacher), she an
swered. 

"On the eve of my departure I went 
to tea with the ladies of the Household. 
Khanum was very feeble, her visit to 
the Shrine of Baha'u'Ulih on the ascen
sion night had been very hard for her. 
Every Sunday she insisted on going to 

These excerpts from the diary of 
Mrs. Keith Ransom-Kehler, the last 
among Western pilgrims to see the 
Greatest Holy Leaf during the closing 
days of her life, are reprintedfrom The 
Baha'i World, Vol. V (1932-34), p. 
187. 

KEITH RANSOM-KEHLER 

the meeting on Mt. Carmel: she had to 
be lifted in and out of the car . . . 

"Her thoughtfulness, her loving 
kindness, her self-mastery, her com
plete dedication to the things of the 
spirit, never ceased to the last hour that 
I saw her, just a month and a day be
fore her ascension. 

"As I was making my farewells I?iya 
assisted her to her feet in spite of my 
protests. She folded me oh, so tenderly 
in her precious arms and said: 'When 
you are come to Persia, I want you to 
give my love to every Baha'i in all that 
land, to the men the same as the wo
men. And when you reach the holy city 
of Tihrlin enter it in my name, and 
teach there in my name.' 

"How blind I was not to realize that 
she was sending her last message to 
Persia! 

"One morning as I lay on my bed I 
suddenly burst into hysterical weeping. 

I could not control myself for half an 
hour. It seemed so unreasonable for I 
had not any idea what I was weeping 
for. Rahmat suddenly did the same 
thing. When the telegram came the 
next day we realized that this occurred 
at the time of her passing. 

"How greatly I prize the ring stone, 
a coin from the pocket of Baha'u'llah, 
some rock candy and a broken phial 
(not broken when she presented it) of 
attar of roses that she had given me:· 
Her spirit will always seem gloriously 
near because of these last heavenly 
meetings with her. 

"Beautiful Khanum, in your grace, 
kindness and love implore God's for
giveness for my faults and failings and 
intercede that the priceless gift of love 
which you so consistently taught us 
may descend into my cold and un
tenanted heart. This is my supreme 
petition that the gift of love may be 
mine once more." 

(Editor's note: During her difficult 
and strenuous mission to Iran on be
half of the Bahd'{ communities of the 
U.S. and Canada, Mrs. Ransom-Keh
ler contracted smallpox and died in 
Isfahan on October 23, 1933. In a mes
sage to the American Bahd', com
munity informing its members of her 
passing, the beloved Guardian, Shoghi 
Effendi, said: "American believers 
grateful and proud of the memory of 
their first and distinguished mar
tyr ... I urge the Local Assemblies 
befittingly to organize memorial 
gatherings in memory of one whose in
ternational services entitled her to an 
eminent rank among the Hands of the 
Cause of Baha'u'lldh.") 

Baha'i News/July 1982 13 



Around the world 

12-year-old girl in Korea proves age 
is \00 barrier to teaching the Faith 

By HA-TAEK JEONG 
Secretary. National Spiritual 

Assembly of Korea 

A jt>wel has shone forth in the Baha'i 
community of Korea in the person of 
:2-year-old Sahba Mithaqiyan whose 
family has pioneered for more than 15 
years in Laos, Hong Kong and now 
horea. 

Sahba spent a recent vacation from 
~chool proclaiming the Faith to all 
level; of society including prominent 
citizens and various public officials 
throughout Korea. 

Fluent in Korean, English and Farsi, 
Sah ba has been acting as a translator 
for her parents and at Baha'i children's 
classes in her community. 

When Farideh Paymani, a Baha'i 
who has traveled extensively doing 
proclamation work in various coun
tries, arrived in Korea, Sahba over
heard talk of her plans to travel in that 
country to proclaim the Faith. 

Immediately, she pleaded with her 
parents for permission to go along for 

Switzerland 

Shown are delegates and guests at the 
Bahti', National Convention of Swit-
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the first 10 days, promising not to get 
in the way and to do her winter vaca
tion homework. 

Some expressed doubts about a child 
accompanying a proclamation team, 
but the doubts soon yielded to her en
thusiasm. 

What was intended to be a lO-day 
journey without her parents became 
nearly two months of constant move
ment, inquiries and interviews for 
Sahba, who also translated for Miss 
Paymani. The 12-year-old was the only 
member of the entourage who was able 
to match Miss Paymani's renowned 
courage and tireless energy. 

All who meet Sahba are at first 
startled to hear flawless Korean stream 
from a young foreigner. 

The next shock comes when she says 
she is only 12, speaks three languages 
and attends a Korean public school, a 
rare circumstance for any foreigner in 
the country. 

Enchantment follows when the clear 
and simple language of a child explains 
the highest of principles, and the soft-

zerland, held May 1-2 in Berne. 

est of smiles touches her listeners' 
hearts. 

The trip by Sahba and Miss Paymani 
resulted in 265 interviews with gover
nors, mayors, chief justices, chiefs of 
police. superintendents of schools, 
newspaper and magazine editors, radio 
and television reporters, and various 
local government officials. 

Among the most significant results 
of the trip were four TV broadcasts 
about the Faith totaling nearly 20 min
utes. The highlight was a 13-minute 
live interview on a popular nationally 
broadcast program that included the 
first part of the film "The Pilgrimage" 
showing Baha'i Holy Places at the 
World Centre and the five Baha'i 
Houses of Worship. 

To save translating time during the 
interview, Sahba answered most of the 
interviewer's qustions herself in Ko
rean, and she greatly impressed the di
rectors of the program with her accu
rate information and her maturity at 
such a young age. 

Other results of the proclamation ef
fort include 11 articles about the Faith 
published by local and national news
papers as well as 40 minutes of inter
views recorded by two radio stations. 

These two believers interviewed 49 
members of the Korean National As
sembly along with the country's secre
tary-general. They also presented a 
half-hour talk to the Women's Com
mittee of the Korean Democratic 
Party, these last two events being un
precedented in Korean Baha'i history. 

Sahba ended her full-time proclama
tion wor~ to return to school at the end 
of her vacation, but she has offered her 
help on a temporary basis to those pro
claiming the Faith in hitherto un
touched areas. 

Her sparkle and bubble still remain 
to tell us that she is ready to go almost 
anywhere any time the need arises. 

I 
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Dominican Republic 
-Shown here are some of the approxi
mately 90 people who attended a Ba
lui'I' school held last December 21-28 at 
Licey al Medio, Dominican Republic. 
This year's program, which was nota
ble for the number of youth attending, 
included a course on direct teaching 
and a 'linal exam' that tested partici
pants' general knowledge of the Faith. 
A two-week teaching project was be-
gun at the close of the school session. , 

Liberia 
About 40 people, more than half of 

whom were not Baha'is, attended a 
special public meeting March 21 in To
dean Village near Monrovia, Liberia. 

The participants included four mem
bers of the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Liberia and Guinea and three 
other believers from Monrovia. 

The meeting, arranged by the Baha'i 
Group of Todean Village, was attend
ed by the assistant village chief who of
fered a warm welcome to the Baha'is, 
about IS village elders, and three vis
itors from another village. 

The many questions asked about the 
Faith were answered by the members 
of the National Spiritual Assembly. 

After a luncheon prepared by local 
Baha'is, those present visited a nearby 
farm that was created by the Todean 
Baha'i Group to earn money for the 
future Local Spiritual Assembly of To
dean Village. 

:. 

Portugal 

t 

The Spiritual Assembly of Carcavelos, 
Portugal, was formed recently, bring
ing to 28 the number of Assemblies in 
that country. The formation was made 
possible through the efforts of pio
neers, most of whom arrived recently 
from Iran. Assembly members are 

More than 80 people attended a Bahd '( 
National Youth Conference held last 
Februar.v 20-21 at th~ city hall in San 
Juan de la Maguana, Dominican Re
public. The conference, announced in 
advance by three local radio stations. 
began with an outdoor picnic in nearby 
Corral de los Indios. The gathering was 
planned and carried out by the youth 
themselves. A high point was the Sat
urday night unity feast. The conference 
ended with the happy news that two lo
cal youth had declared their belie! in 
Balui 'u 'lldh. 

(back row left to right) Nosrat Deh
ghan, Mashiyyat Ashraf, Amin Zar
ghami, Leon Caraco, and (front row 
left to right) Shiva Dehghan, Taroneh 
Ashraf, Parvin Sami, A tri Sami, Tina 
Caraco. 
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Faroe Islands 
The first official meeting between a 

representative of the Faith and the 
prime minister of the Faroe Islands, a 
self-governing protectorate of Den
mark, took place .February 8 when Roy 
Philbrow, an assistant to Auxiliary 
Board member hlalld6r Borgeirsson of 
Iceland, met with Prime Minister Pauli 
Ellefsen. 

During the cordial meeting Mr. El
lefsen was told of the persecution of 
Baha'is in Iran and given reports on 
the situation there that were prepared 
by the Baha'i International Commu
nity. 

The prime minister also was given a 

Nigeria 

Some of the 40 people who attended an 
Ayydm-i-Hd party last February 28 in 
Nsukka, Anambra State, Nigeria, 
gathered for this photo. Those present 
came from Nsukka and Enugu in 
Anambra State and from Ochaja and 

Michael Forchu, secretary of the Na
tional Youth Committee and an assis
tant to an Auxiliary Board member in 
Nigeria, represented the Faith last 
February 27 in a panel discussion 
about life after death before a mostly 
Muslim audience of more than 300 at 
Ife University. 

Appearing with Christian and Mus
lim panelists who hold doctorate de
grees in religion and science, Mr. For
chu, who is a student at the University 
of Nigeria at Nsukka, quoted from the 
Writings of Baha'u'llllh. 

In answer to a question about the 
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copy of a draft resolution condemning 
the treatment of Baha'is in Iran that 
was adopted unanimously by the Par
liamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe. 

Mr. Ellefsen received a copy of "Fa
roes and the Baha'i Faith," an in
troductory booklet published recently 
by the Spiritual Assembly of T6rshavn. 

The meeting with the prime minister, 
the first radio program in the Faroes 
about the Faith, and two articles in 
newspapers there were the result of Mr. 
Borgeirsson's visit to the Faroes on his 
return to Iceland from a meeting of the 

Ugbokolo in Benue State. The party 
was held in the auditorium of the music 
department at the University of Nigeria 
at Nsukka where Don Addison (kneel
jng at right), a pioneer from the United 
States, teaches ethnomusicology. 

Station of Baba'u'llah and Mul}.am
mad being the Seal of the Prophets, 
Mr. Forchu replied that it was his un
derstanding that Muslims are awaiting 
the return of Christ. This resulted in 
shouts from the audience about his ig
norance of Muslim teachings. 

It was one of the Muslim speakers 
who quieted the audience by confirm
ing that Mr. Forchu's understanding 
was correct. He admonished the audi
ence to learn the teachings of their own 
faith as well as this Baha'i youth knows 
the teachings of his. 

.council of Europe at which he served 
as representative of the National Spiri
tual Assembly of Iceland. The Faroes 
are a Seven Year Plan goal assigned to 
Iceland. 

The Faroese Broadcasting Corpora
tion requested an interview with a rep
resentative of the Baha'i community 
for a half-hour program to be used as 
part of a series on religious life in the 
Faroes. 

Mr. Philbrow participated in the in
terview that was scheduled for broad
cast on March 11 and was to be re
peated later. 

Zimbabwe 
Approximately 225 people from 

Zimbabwe, Swaziland, Lesotho, Bots
wana, South Africa, Zambia, Malawi, 
Italy, Ireland and Germany attended a 
Baha'i summer school last December 
26-January 3 near Bulawayo in Essex
vale, Zimbabwe. 

The school was dedicated to the re
cent Baha'i martyrs in Iran. 

Classes covered living the Baba'i 
life; Baha'i history, administration and 
community life; child education; the 
Covenant, and Baha'i literature. 
Workshops were held on the enrich
ment of Baha'i community life. 

Separate children's classes were held 
for 5- to 12-year-olds. The children 
were taught about Baha'i history, Holy 
Days, and spiritUal attributes. They 
also enjoyed craft projects and recrea
tion. 

Evening programs included music 
and talent shows. 

Thirteen members of the Continen
tal Board of Counsellors in Africa at
tended the final day of the school and 
presented inspiring talks. They also 
participated in a reception that was at
tended by the mayor of Bulawayo. 

The following cable was received 
from the Universal House of Justice: 

"DELIGHTED NEWS SUMMER 
SCHOOL WELCOME EXCELLENT 
ATTENDANCE PRAYING 
SHRINES OUTSTANDING VIC
TORIES." 



Denmark 
Several large newspapers in Den

mark have published articles during the 
past year about the persecution of Ba
ha'is in Iran. 

In March, Gerald Knight, the alter
nate representative to the United Na
tions for the Baha'i· International 
Community, and Giovanni Ballerio, 
the Baba'i International Community's 
representative to the UN at Geneva, 
visited Denmark where they were inter
viewed on nationwide radio and tele
vision news programs. 

During the interviews, Mr. Knight 
was able to explain the current perse
cutions in Iran and to describe the 
Faith as an independent world religion. 

The visit to Denmark by Mr. Knight 
and Mr. Ballerio followed their partici
pation in a meeting of the UN Human 
Rights Commission in Geneva. 

Representatives of Danish national 
television said they are preparing a pro
gram on human rights, one section of 
which is to focus on the Baha'is in 
Iran. The National Spiritual Assembly 
of the United Kingdom has supplied 
Danish television with film for this 
program. 

During the past two years the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Denmark 
has sent information about the perse
cutions in Iran to prominent Danish 
citizens, government officials, and 
members of parliament. Personal con
tacts also were arranged. 

Finland 

Shown here are Baha'ls who attended 
the annual Border Teaching Confer
ence in February in the Aland Islands 
of Finland. Participants, who came 
from both Finland and Sweden, in
cluded a member of the Auxiliary 

Crew members from Danish national 
television prepare to interview Gerald 
Knight (right), the alternate represen
tative to the UniTed Nationsfor the Ba
ha'i International Community, during 

Many Danish libraries have pur
chased copies of the re-translated and 
re-published Danish version of Bahd
'u 'Uah and the New Era. Copies of the 
book were sent to newspaper editors 
who also regularly receive press re
leases from the National Spiritual As
sembly regarding the persecutions in 
Iran. 

The National Assembly has begun a 

Boardfrom each country. Also present 
were some Baha'is from Greenland. 
The special topic for consultation this 
year was reaching the Swedish-speak
ing minority in Finland. 

his visit to Denmark in March follow
ing his participation in a meeting of the 
UN Human Rights Commission in 
Geneva, Switzerland. Mr. Knight also 
was interviewed on Danish radio. 

proclamation campaign in which 
copies of the book Call to the Nations 
is being sent to government officials 
and others in authority. 

One result was an offer from a man 
employed by Danish radio to produce a 
series of five radio programs on the 
Faith for a weekly series entitled" At 
the Beginning of the Day." 

United States 
More than 500 Baha'is and their 

guests attended the fifth annual Ridvan 
picnic May 2 sponsored by the Spiri
tual Assembly of Fairfax County 
South, in northern Virginia. 

The picnic, held as in past years at 
Fort Hunt State Park, a lovely facility 
on the shores of the Potomac River 
about three miles north of George 
Washington's home, Mount Vernon, 
drew people from as far away as Balti
more, Maryland, and Richmond, Vir
ginia. 

Although there was no formal pro
gram, the visitors had an opportunity 
to enjoy the spirit of Baha'i fellowship 
and unity, and to have their questions 
about the Faith answered by the 
friends. 
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United States 

House Subcommittee hears testimony 
about persecution of Baha'is in Iran 

On May 25, the U.S. House Sub
committee on Human Rights and In
ternational Organizations heard two 
and one-half hours of testimony from 
BahA'is as it began its consideration in 
Washington, D.C., of specific exam
ples of religious persecution as a vio
lation of human rights. 

Presenting comprehensive state
ments and evidence concerning the 
persecution of their co-religionists in 
Iran were three members of the U.S. 
National Spiritual Assembly-Judge 
James F. Nelson, chairman; Dr. Firuz 
Kazemzadeh, vice-chairman; and 
Glenford E. Mitchell, secretary. 

Judge Nelson addressed his remarks 
at the historic meeting to the recent 
wave of persecutions and martyrdoms 
suffered by the beleaguered Baha'i 
community in Iran; Dr. Kazemzadeh, 
who is professor of history and chair
man of the Committee on Middle East
ern Studies at Yale University, dis
cussed the history of the Faith in Iran 
and the genesis of those persecutions; 
and Mr. Mitchell outlined the response 
of the American Baha'i community to 
the ordeal of its brethren in the Cradle 
of the Faith. 

Moving testimony 

Further sobering insight into the re
pression and violence directed toward 
Iran's long-suffering Baha'i commu
nity, the largest religious minority in 
that country, was offered in moving 
testimony by Mrs. Ramna Mahmoudi 
Nourani, an Iranian Baha'i who is now 
living in Pennsylvania. 

Mrs. Nourani's mother, Ginous 
Mahmoudi, who was chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Iran, 
was one of eight members of that body 
who were abducted during a meeting 
last December 13 and secretly executed 
two weeks later. 

Her father, Houshang Mahmoudi, 

was a member of the previous National 
Spiritual Assembly of Iran whose 
members disappeared in August 1980 
and are presumed dead. 

u.s. Reps. Fortney 'Pete' Stark of 
California (above) and Edward 1. Der
winski of Illinois (below) offer testi
mony on behalf of the Baha'i's of Iran 

Also making strong statements at the 
hearing in support of the Baha'is were 
two members of Congress, Reps. Ed
ward Derwinski of Illinois and Fortney 

before the House Subcommittee on 
Human Rights and International Or
ganizations at its meeting May 25 in 
Washington, D.C. 
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"Pete" Stark of California. 
The open session, conducted at the 

Rayburn House Office Building, was 
presided over by the Subcommittee 
chairman, Rep. Don Bonker of Wash
ington state. 

"Since the inception of the Baha'i 
Faith," Rep. Bonker said in his open
ing remarks, "(the Baha'is) have lived 
in a climate of constant repression 
characterized by frequent outbreaks of 
violence and bloodshed . . . 

"Now once again in post-revolu
tionary Iran, differences in religious 
ideology are being used by fanatical 
elements to justify violent attacks on 
the Baha'i community." 

Rep. Derwinski, the first person to 
speak at the Subcommittee hearing, de
scribed the repression of Baha'is in 
Iran as "one of the great tragedies of 
our times." 

The congressman from Illinois said 
he had written to Kurt Waldheim, then 
secretary-general of the United Na
tions, asking for his help in alleviating 
the suffering of Iranian Baha'is, and 
addressed the House of Representa
tives on July 24, 1981, "denouncing 
the cruelty and excesses of the Iranian 
regime and calling for particular atten
tion to the continued persecution of the 
Baha'is." 

Rep. Stark, who last March intro
duced a resolution in the House de
ploring and condemning the religious 
persecution of Baha'is by the gov
ernment of Iran, and also introduced a 
bill to prohibit imports from Iran until 
it ends the persecution of Baha'is, said, 
"It is quite sad and ironic that a people 
who for over one hundred years have 

House Subcommittee member Henry 
Hyde of Illinois asks a question during 
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striven to bring about the unity of 
mankind, world peace, and world or
der, should be the target of flagrant 
violations of human rights." 

Rep. Stark included in his formal 
testimony excerpts from the book A 
Cry from the Heart by the Hand of the 
Cause of God William Sears. 

The horrors that are being inflicted 

Judge James F. Nelson presents testi
mony to the House Subcommittee. 

daily upon the defenseless Baha'i com
munity in Iran, Judge Nelson told the 
Subcommittee, "stagger the imagina
tion" and "constitute without any 
doubt a gross violation of all funda
mental human rights." 

After cataloging many of the atroci
ties committed against innocent mem
bers of the Faith in Iran and setting 

Baha'l testimony May 25 about 
persecution of Baha'i's in Iran. 

forth the reasons given by the present 
regime there for the persecutions, 
Judge Nelson carefully refuted each of 
the allegations, calling them "a sham" 
and "a smokescreen for religious fa
naticism. 

"Time and again," he said, "the 
persecutors have confirmed by their 
own acts that their charges are 
groundless. " 

Many Baha'is in Iran, he continued, 
have been offered their lives and free
dom in exchange for recanting their 
faith. 

The Baha'is in the U.S., said Judge 
Nelson, "feel no animosity toward the 
government of Iran. We feel genuine 
sympathy for the long-suffering Iran
ian people and wish for them a peace
ful and happy future. 

"However, we cannot remain indif
ferent to the sufferings of our Iranian 
brothers and sisters at the hands of 
bigots, who have no compunction 
about shedding innocent blood. We 
call upon our fellow citizens and our 
elected representatives to proclaim that 
America will not acquiesce in op
pression and that its perpetrators will 
have to answer for their deeds in the 
court of world opinion." 

Judge Nelson's testimony was am
plified by several graphic and com
pelling exhibits including photos of Ba
ha'i martyrs on whose mutilated bodies 
were scrawled epithets such as "enemy 
of Islam." 

Also displayed was a map shOwing 
the loCations of instances of persecu
tion of Baha'is in Iran since the Revo
lution in 1978; a listing of the more 
than 110 Baha'is executed there in the 
last three years; and written orders au
thorizing the dismissal of Baha'is from 
jobs and schools. 

Dr. Kazernzadeh placed these recent 
events in historical perspective and ex
plained the underlying reasons--'for the 
intense hatred of Baha'is by the fun
damentalists among Iran's Shiite 
clergy. 

Principally, he said, the Bab's teach
ings were "a direct challenge to the Is
lamic fundamentalists, " since the 
Shiite clergy held that Mul}ammad was 
the "Seal of the Prophets" and that 
with Him divine revelation had come 
to an end. 

The Bab, said Dr. Kazernzadeh, not 
only claimed that He was the "hidden 
Imam" whose return the Shiite clergy 
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was awaiting, but also that He was a 
new Prophet and the Herald of a still 
greater divine Messenger who would 
come "to fulfill millenial prophecies 
and bring about righteousness on 
earth." 

Shaken by the Bab's stupendous 
claim, the clergy set about to under
mine the foundations of the new faith. 
Thousands of its adherents were killed, 
and in 18S0 the Bab Himself was mar
tyred. 

These attacks on the Baha'is in Iran, 
said Dr. Kazemzadeh, have continued 
to the present day. 

"Baha'u'llah's teachings on the uni
ty of mankind, the equality of races, 
the equality of sexes, universal educa
tion, the harmony of science and reli
gion, the establishment of a world 
federation and the maintenance of 
world peace through collective secu
rity, His advocacy of a universal aux
iliary language, and of other measures 
designed to bring about a peaceful and 
inter-dependent world society," said 
Dr. Kazemzadeh, "were far too ad
vanced to be understood by His con
temporaries. These teachings ignited in 
the Shiite clergy the same passionate 
hatred it had earlier felt for the Bab, 
His teachings and His followers." 

By the late 1930s, he said, "the 
mullahs had created a whole new ar
senal of anti-Baha'i weapons. 

"It was suddenly discovered that the 
Baha'is were unpatriotic ... 

"When anti-British sentiments swept 
Iran after World War II, the Baha'is 
were accused of serving the British . . . 

"With the spread of anti-American
ism in the last 10 to 1 S years, it became 
fashionable to link the Iranian Baha'is 
to the United States wnere there exists 
a relatively large and active Baha'i 
community ... 

"Oerical propaganda constantly re
peated that Mohammad Reza Shah 
was surrounded by Baha'is and was, 

'Cerical hostility' 

perhaps, one himself . . . 
"I have mentioned the various alle

gations made about the Baha'is to 
show the unprincipled nature of such 
allegations. They are all only a cover 
for religious bigotry. Yet they demon
strate the depth of clerical hostility to
ward the Baha'is and the success the 
mullahs have had in poisoning the 
minds of many decent and well~mean-

Above: Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, vice
chairman of the V. S. National Spiri
tual Assembly, places the persecution 
of Iranian Bahd'is in historical per-

ing Iranians. 
"When the Iranian revolution broke 

out in 1978, the most radically con
servative fundamentalist elements 
within the Shiite clergy were deter
mined to purge Iran of everything they 
disliked: modernism, emancipation of 
women, the rights of minorities, aca
demic freedom, non-conformist 
thought, opera and the theatre, most 
forms of music; but their strongest 
yearning was for the destruction of the 
Baha'is. 

"Having achieved power, the old 
enemies of the Baha'i Faith could not 
but use that power to crush a religion 
and a community for whose eradica-

spective. Below: Glenford E. Mitchel/, 
secretary of the National Assembly, 
points to epirhets scrawled on the 
bodies of Bahd'{ martyrs in Iran. 

.-- ... ,..- .... ~-.-

tion they had striven for 138 years." 
Mr. Mitchell. in sketching for the 

Subcommittee a brief history of the 
Faith in the U.S., said that "because 
the United States Baha'i community is 
connected historically and spiritually 
with Iran, we have a grave concern for 
the fate of our long-suffering Iranian 
brothers and sisters, who for 138 years 
have made incalculable sacrifices of 
comfort and of life itself for the beliefs 
we hold dear. 

"It should be noted," he added, 
"that the Iranian Baha'i community 
has not requested us to do anything on 
its behalf. It is in response to the let
ters, telephone calls and personal ap-
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peals of the American Baha'is, and in 
response to its own sense of grief, that 
the National Assembly has attempted 
to bring the heartbreaking story of the 
persecutions to the press and to our 
government. " 

The American. Baha'i community, 
said Mr. Mitchell, is thankful to indi
viduals, government agencies and in
ternational bodies such as the United 
Nations for their efforts to help relieve 
the suffering of the hard-pressed Iran
ian Baha'is. 

Nevertheless, he said, "a sense of 
helplessness frustrates our community. 
Nothing lifts the oppression of the 
Iranian Baha'is. The resolutions of na
tional governments and international 
organizations go unheeded . . . 

"We cite these concerns in the hope 
that the actions of our government and 
of our fellow citizens will have the fol
lowing outcome: 

"1. Keep the Iranian government 
and people constantly reminded 
through frequent public statements 
that the world is watching what they do 
to the Baha'is and will not tolerate it. 

"2. Prevent Islamic Iranian fanatics 
in this country from curtailing the 
freedom which American Baha'is share 
with their fellow citizens to meet in 
peace in the United States. 

"3. Assist those Iranian Baha'is who 
seek refuge in the United States." 

The story of the persecution of Ba
ha'is in Iran, said Mrs. Nourani, "is an 
intensely personal one for me. 

"With the blessings of the Islamic 
government," she testified, "I have 
lost my father and mother to the fa
naticism and hatred of the Moslem 
clergy. 

"This story is even more tragic be
cause all the atrocities committed 
against the Baha'is are done with 
pride, in the name of religion. " 

Her father, she said, was an educa
tor and author who for more than 15 
years was one of the most revered tele
vision personalities in Iran. 

"Generations of Iranian children 
came to love and respect him," she 
said. "He was· a father figure to 
them." 

On August 21, 1980, Mr. Mah
moudi, along with the eight other 
members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Iran and two prominent 
Baha'is, was handcuffed and blind
folded and taken away at gunpoint by 
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revolutionary guards from a private 
residence in Tehran. 

"We never heard from my father," 
said Mrs. Nourani, "and all the ap
peals made by the Baha'i community 
of Iran to the Islamic government pro
duced no result. We can only fear the 
worst. My only hope is that he was not 
tortured. " 

Mrs. Nourani's mother, elected 
chairman of the next National Spiritual 
Assembly, was arrested December 13, 
1981, and executed December 27 with 
seven other members of that Assembly 
and one other Baha'i. 

Their desecrated bodies were acci
dentally found half-buried in the "in
fidels" section of the Muslim cemetery 
in Tehran. 

No charges were made against them, 
no trials were held, and no family 
members were notified of their deaths. 

Mrs. Mahmoudi, a well-known sci
entist, had been the director of the 
Department 'of Meteorology in Iran 
and president of the Iranian School of 
Meteorology. 

"After the revolution," said Mrs. 
Nourani, "my mother was fired and 
taken off the payroll. She was even 
asked to give back all salary she had re
ceived for the past 25 years of her ser
vice because, they said, it was illegal 
for a Baha'i to be hired by the gov
ernment." 

Mrs. Nourani also told Subcommit
tee members of the execution of a 
cousin, 35-year-old Mrs. Shiva Mah
moudi, with five other members of the 
Spiritual Assembly of Tehran; of a 
cousin of her husband, Habib Tah
qhiqi, with eight other members of the 

The room in which the House Subcom
mittee hearing on Iran was held May 25 

Mrs. Ramna Mahmoudi (above) testi
fies about the deaths of her father and 
mother while Subcommittee Chairman 
Don Bonker (below) listens attentively. 

wasfil/ed to overflowing as Bahci'{s of
fered their testimony. 



Spiritual Assembly of Tabriz; and of 
two of their neighbors in Tehran, Mr. 
and Mrs. Foroohar, after 10 months in 
prison. 

"Our 138-year history," she said, 
"is filled with unspeakable cruelties 
and atrocities against the BaM'i com
munity. 

"But there is a difference. This time, 
we have a well-planned case of geno
cide ... " 

The Baha'i testimony, which lasted 
for more than two hours, was inter
spersed with and followed by a number 
of probing Questions by Subcommittee 
members who listened with rapt atten
tion as the Baha'is presented their com
pelling evidence of the extremely harsh 
and callous treatment meted out to the 
Baha'is in Iran. 

In commenting on the hearing, the 
U.S. National Spiritual Assembly said 
in its letter to the community for the 
Feast of Ral)mat: 

"It was a thrilling experience to hear 
Congressmen express their deep con
cerns for the Baha'i community and to 
see them struggle to understand the dif
ficult circumstances faced by our 
heroic brothers and sisters in Iran. 
Even more exciting was the degree to 
which the hearing became a forum for 
teaching the Faith. 

"The event marked a new level of 
exposure and recognition for our on-

ward marching Cause. It indicated a 
breakthrough in our efforts to impress 
upon our government the seriousness 
of the situation in Iran. The actions 
leading to this benchmark in American 
Baha'i history were greatly aided by 
the friends as they wrote early this year 
to Senators and Congressmen. Our 
gratitude is matched only by our happi
ness over the remarkable outcome." 
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Above: Glenford E. Mitchell tells of 
the U. S. response To the persecution of 
Baha'is in Iran. 

A House stenographer records the Ba
ha'i testimony for inclusion in the Sub
commillee and Congressional records. 

Left: Another of the Bahd'l' exhibits, 
this one showing an order to dismiss 
Baha'is from their jobs in the Depart
ment of Education in Adhirbayjan, 
Iran. 
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Biography 

A loving portrait of an eventful life 
spent in service to the Cause of God 

Though I am currently writit;lg a 
book about my great-aunt Leonora's 
life, I am always at a loss for words 
when trying to describe her inner spirit. 
I have found that the most successful 
way is to call to mind certain moments 
that remain embedded forever in my 
memory. 

Remembering her fragile, bent fig
ure poring over stacks of papers, I am 
reminded of her ever-constant toil of 
love and selflessness and her unwaver
ing devotion to the motivating Cause 
of her life. 

I remember that as our boat left the 
harbor at Manaus, Brazil, in 1976, on 
the way up the Amazon River to 
Belem, she made a small shadow lean
ing over the railing in front of a 
glorious topaz-red sunset. She re
counted to me then how she had first 
arrived in Manaus by boat some 56 
years before. 

I also recall how, after living near 
her for more than four months, I be
gan to understand the intricacies of her 
character, and hit upon the perfect 
"going away" gift. I bought her a large 
box of raisins and some apples, for she 
bought only the barest of- necessities 
for herself such as beans, rice, lentils 
and eggs. She made her own yogurt, 
and a Baha'i friend gave her whole 
wheat bread regularly. The tender ex
citement in her eyes as she unwrapped 
those raisins was so special to me. I 
could have spent hundreds of dollars 
on some item for her and it never 
would have evoked the same response. 

• 
Leonora Stirling Holsapple Arm-

This brief biographical sketch of 
Continental Counsellor Leonora Arm
strong, the "Spiritual Mother of South 
America, JJ who died October 17, 1980, 
was written for Baha'i News by her 
niece, Kristine Leonard Burgess. 
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Leonora Armstrong in a photograph 
taken around 1930. 

strong was born June 23, 1895, into a 
wealthy family. Deprived of her mo
ther at the age of five, she spent a lone
ly and rather loveless childhood. 

It was her maternal grandmother. 
Leonora G. Stirling, who gave her the 
spiritUal guidance that she longed for 
and needed. 

"Grandma Stirling," an English
woman, spent much of her life in a 
search for spiritual truth and en
lightenment. It was not until she was -6 
years old that she happened upon the 
Baha'j Revelation while in New York 
City. 

She began teaching Leonora when 
her granddaughter was 11 or 12 year, 
old, giving her several small books to 

read and teaching her prayers and 
hymns, which Leonora and her young
er sister would sing while their grand
mother played the piano. 

It was grandmother Stirling's zeal in 
"giving the message" to the clergy in 
their home town of Hudson, New 
York, and to everyone she met and 
every friend with whom she corres
ponded that enkindled in Leonora the 
same fire to teach everyone, no matter 
how brief the encounter. 

When Leonora was only two years 
old, her parents had suddenly realized 
that she was exceptionally gifted. Al
though she hadn't yet been taught the 
alphabet, they overheard her reading 
the words on a set of blocks, and were 
so shocked that they took her to the 
family doctor. 

At the age of three she was enrolled 
in a private kindergarten, and because 
her mother was a member of the local 
Board of Education they were able the 
following year to waive the age require
ment for beginning grammar school. 

So before her fifth birthday, Leo
nora had completed the first grade. She 
remained a top student, graduating 
from high school at the age of IS as 
class valedictorian. Having won a 
scholarship to Cornell University, she 
took up Latin and German as well as 
literature, astronomy, botany, physics 
and chemistry. She was elected Phi 
Beta Kappa during her junior year at 
Cornell, and was graduated at the age 
of 19 with a B.A. degree and one-half 
year's credit toward a master'S degree. 

"For five years following gradua
tion," she said later, "I taught Latin in 
high schools and did social work, the 
latter for about two years in Boston, 
where I had the opportunity to be with 
a number of Baha'is, notably the 
Obers, near whom 1 had lived for some 
time in Cambridge, and May Maxwell, 
who came often to Boston and also to 
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New York City where I was sometimes 
able to be with her. 

"More than anyone else, May 
helped me to feel the great love of 
Baha'u'lh\h and 'Abdu'l-Baha, the 
reality of love that I had longed to feel, 
and a deep bond was formed between 
us, which gave me the greatest joy I 
had known. 

"Another privilege, which I would 
only years later come to fully realize, 
was my association with May's little 
daughter, Mary, who was destined to 
become Amatu'l-Baha Rul}iyyih 
Khaoum, the wife of the Guardian of 
the Faith and a Hand of the Cause of 
God. Often when she was a child I 
would take her for walks when her mo
ther was ill and wished to rest. Each 
time I returned from Brazil I would see 
how she was developing and growing 
more and more like her beloved mo
ther. 

"There were others to whom lowed 
much, such as Roy Wilhelm and the 
Kinneys, for the inspiration that I re
ceived from their great love and spiri
tuality." 

In 1919 Leonora attended the Baha'i 
Convention in New York City at which 
were revealed the Master's Tablets of 
the Divine Plan, which she said first 
gave her the idea of becoming a pio
neer. 

She immediately wrote to 'Abdu '1-
Baha, telling him of her wish, and re
ceived a Tablet in reply dated July 
1919. In it the Master expressed the 
hope that she might become a "spiri
tual physician," and this hope of His 
became her highest aspiration. 

Meanwhile, a strange coincidence 
had given her the opportunity to work 
with an aunt at the New York State 
Training School for Girls, the same in
stitution for which her mother and 
grandmother had worked. After ac
quiring some practice in that kind of 
social work she took the Civil Service 
examination, and having made the 
highest mark in the state, was named 
Chief Parole Agent. 

Early in 1920, while reading 'Ab
du'l-Baha's Tablet to Martha Root in 
which He commended her teaching 
work in South America and stressed 
the importance of its being followed up 
by others, it suddenly seemed to Leo
nora that South America might be a 
definite goal for her. She wrote to Miss 
Root, expressing that idea, and re-

ceived an immediate reply in which she 
was given the utmost encouragement 
and advised to go to Argentina. With 
that in mind, Leonora began to study 
Spanish. 

Sometime later Miss Root received a 
letter from three young Theosophists 
whom she had met in Santos, Brazil, 
asking that someone come to Santos to 
teach them more about the Faith. She 
wrote again to Leonora, saying she 
thought it would be best for her to go 

first to Santos. 
While she was making her plans, 

many of Leonora's friends and rela
tives began to point out the dangers of 
venturing into unknown jungles where 
she knew neither the inhabitants nor 
the language. 

"I felt my resolution weakening," 
she later recalled, "when some social 
work that took me to the northern part 
of New York state gave me the idea to 
slip up to Montreal. 

"May Maxwell was ill, but on hear
ing of the situation sat upright in bed, 
and in ringing tones which still vibrate 
in my memory, said, 'Leonora, what 
are you waiting for? Go!' 

" 'I will take the next boat,' I re
plied. I had enough money saved to 
pay for a second class passage and to 
live at a hotel for perhaps three weeks. 
Roy Wilhelm gave me a letter of credit 
to use in case of emergency. but I 
hoped I wouldn't have to use it. I knew 
that my father would send me money 
to come home, but not a penny to ena
ble me to stay." 

So it was that Leonora sailed from 

New York City on January IS, 1921, 
aboard the S.S. Vasari bound for 
Brazil. The people on the ship were 
quite friendly, and Leonora told 
everyone about the Faith including a 
young woman who was returning home 
to Brazil and who gave Leonora her 
first lesson in Portuguese. 

Upon their arrival in Rio de Janeiro 
on February I, the young woman in
sisted on accompanying Leonora to her 
hotel and staying there with her. It 

Leonora Armstrong in about 1924 with 
a group of children from one of her 
classes in Bahia, Brazil. 

must be remembered that a young wo
man of good moral character never 
traveled alone in those times, not to 
mention the fact that she didn't speak 
Portuguese. 

Leonora was most grateful for her 
new friend, and after 12 anxious days 
of waiting for word from her only con· 
tact in Brazil, Sr. Guido Gnocchi, one 
of the Theosophists who had cor
responded with Martha Root, she em
barked by boat for Santos. 

She was met there by Sr. Gnocchi 
who helped her find a place to stay, 
and. in the days that followed helped 
arrange for her to give some English 
lessons. He introduced her to his 
friends, and together they began to 
work to spread the Message in Santos. 
She and Sr. Gnocchi translated some 
prayers and passages from 'Abdu'l
BaM's Paris Talks and typed them in 
Portuguese. 

Leonora's teaching brought in little 
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money, and the next two years were 
quite difficult-she said later there 
were times when she lived only on 
bananas. But with courage born of her 
faith in Baha'u'llah and the promises 
of the Master, she went forward un
waveringly. 

It was through Sr. Gnocchi that she 
was able to give1her first public talk in 
Rio de Janeiro; He had heard that 
there was to be a national Esperanto 
Congress in Rio, and although Leo
nora knew very little Esperanto, she 
wrote to the president of that group in 
Rio, asking for the privilege of making 
a 'presentation on the Baha'i Faith in 
that language! 

She said later that while she was 
eager to speak about the Faith, "I was 
secretly hoping to be refused, since it 
was very difficult to travel alone to 
Rio, not to mention taking part in a na
tional Esperanto Congress and know
ing so little of the language. But my re
quest was accepted, though all' this 
seemed greatly beyond my ability. 

"So word by word, phrase by 
phrase, helped by a small English-Es
RC=ranto dictionary that I had received 
from a friend in the States, I planned 
my talk, for my first public discourse 
on the Faith! 

"Afterward, to my great relief, I 
learned that they were able to under
stand my Esperanto and the Message I 
had brought. The president of the so
ciety became quite interested in the 
Faith, and took me for an interview 
with the newspaper 0 Jornal. A good 
article with photos of 'Abdu'l
Baha-and me-was published on the 
front page of its Sunday edition." 

By the end of her second year in 
Brazil, Leonora, weakened by a bout 
with typhoid fever, wrote to her family 
and received enough money from her 
father to pay for her passage home and 
a side trip to the Amazon River (the 
latter at the insistence of her father). 
Her return voyage took a long time in
deed! Wherever the boat stopped she 
disembarked, and if the atmosphere 
seemed promising she stayed to teach 
the Faith. In this way she visited the 
cities-and the newspapers, Theoso
phist societies, and Esperanto 
groups-of Vit6ria, Aracaju, Macei6, 
cabadelo, Natal, Fortaleza, Sao Luiz 
and Belem, on her way to Manaus! 

In Salvador, Bahia, the American 
consul asked Leonora to stay at his 
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home for three months and teach Eng
lish to his children, an offer she ac
cepted. Since her afternoons and eve
nings were free, she secured the use of 
a room next door to the Theosophist 
society where she held firesides every 
day possible. Among the several young 
people who accepted the Faith at these 
meetings was Claudenor Luz who kept 
the room filled with seekers, and later, 
during Leonora's absence of more than 
a year, kept her work alive with much 
publicity and success. 

After leaving Salvador, Leonora 
stayed for three weeks with a Theoso
phist family in Recife, speaking several 
times at the Theosophist lodge there 
and once before more'than 600 people 
at the Theosophist center. She also had 
several newspaper interviews that re
sulted in good articles, often accom
panied by photos. Later, in Belem, it 
was again a Theosophist who opened 
the way, and it was there that the first 
of the books she translated into Portu
guese, Paris Talks, was published. 

During her eight-day trip up the 
Amazon to Manaus, Leonora made 
many contacts for the Faith, and in 
every city where the boat stopped there 
are now Baha'i communities that grew 
from the seeds she planted so many 
years ago. 

After spending about a year in the 
U.S. Leonora could no longer resist the 
call of the Faith in South America, and 
so she returned, together with an eager 
young Baha'i, Maud Mickle, and set
tled in Salvador, Bahia, where she 
would remain for about the next 15 
years. 

One of the first to accept the Faith in 
Salvador was Dona Antonia who kept 
her home open for Baha'i meetings 
every Sunday morning for many years. 
Leonora was now teaching English, 
and finally was able to move from her 
humble surroundings to a part of the 
city in which she could open an English 
school. One of her first pupils was a 
young woman, Margot Glieg (later 
Margot Worley), who became one of 
the most ardent and knowledgeable 
Baha'is in that region. Mrs. Worley 
later served as a member of the Re
gional National Spiritual Assembly of 
South America, the Regional Assembly 
of northern South America, and the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Brazil 
before she was named an Auxiliary 
Board member. 

Claudenor Luz remained an active 
teacher, bringing many interested per
sons to the meetings, many of whom 
became Baha'is. How happy Leonora 
must have been before she passed 
away, knowing that there are in that 
same region today about 15,000 Ba
ha'is! 

Soon after the passing of 'Abdu '1-
Baha in 1921, Leonora was in touch 
with the beloved Guardian, and care
fully followed his loving guidance. 
Shoghi Effendi pointed out to her the 
relative importance of her activities: 
first, teaching; second, translating the 
Writings; and third, social service work 
(which she longed to do) among the 
many thousands of impoverished pe0-

ple of the northwestern region of 
Brazil-if, the Guardian said, there 
were time for this-and there never 
was! 

Leonora moved from city to city as 
the need arose, establishing new 10- . 
cali ties in which the Light of Baha
'u'llah might shine. While living in 
Recife she was married to Harold Arm
strong, an English engineer, who be
came a Baha'i after having lived for 
several years in the midst of her shining 
example. Before his death in 1973, and 
during their marriage of 32 years, he 
was able to take from her the burden of 
having to make a living, which enabled 
her to devote full time to translating 
the Writings, traveling on behalf of the 
Faith, and teaching. 

After the tragic death of May Max
well, Leonora and Jeanne Bolles 
taught together in Sio Paulo, Santos 
and Rio de Janeiro. It was in Rio that 
they were able to meet Dr. and Mme. 
Barasch who had received Martha 
Root in their home in Austria on many 
occasions and who, in 1945, helped to 
form the first Spiritual Assembly of 
Rio de Janeiro with Leonora and Ed
ward and Mary Bode. 

Among the many other visitors to 
Leonora's home in Brazil were Amelia 
Collins, Philip Sprague, Rafi and Mil
dred Mottahedeh, Emeric and Rose
mary Sala, Shirley Ward, Beatrice Ir
win, Elizabeth Cheney and Virginia 
Orbison. When writing to "Star of the 
West" about the progress of the Faith 
in Brazil, Leonora rarely mentioned 
herself but always expressed her grati
tude to these traveling teachers for 
their help and inspiration. She never 
wrote regularly about her own progress 



except to the Guardian and to her 
younger sister in California. 

To her sister, Alethe, and brother-in
law, Carl Sigurd Hogberg, Leonora 
was a shining example of the endless 
Source of strength that each of us can 
call on. Not only did they offer moral 
support in their letters, they always 
came through when Leonora had 
pressing financial needs. It was with 
great pride that Leonora had brought 
Alethe with her and Maud Mickle for a 
teaching trip along the Amazon until 
Alethe had to return to the U.S. and 
Leonora and Maud to Bahia. 

After living in California for more 
than 30 years, Alethe and her Swedish 
husband pioneered to Uppsala, Swe
den, during the Ten Year Crusade. Mr. 
Hogberg died in Uppsala and is buried 
there. 

After his death, Alethe joined her 
daughter, Karin, and Karin's husband, 
Robert Leonard, at their pioneer post 
in Kodiak, Alaska, where she was able 
before her death to serve on its first 
Spiritual Assembly. 

In 1973, Leonora was named a Con
tinental Counsellor for South America 
by the Universal House of Justice. She 
trained her Auxiliary Board members 
to teach the great masses of people, 
and as she carefully chose those Board 
members for their unique capacities, 
she helped launch some of Brazil's 
most outstanding Baha'j speakers. 

Together the Armstrongs bought 
and sold real estate, and after Mr. 
Armstrong's death Leonora continued 
to buy and remodel houses with an un
canny sense of architecture, and always 
with a profit. She gave many properties 
to the National Spiritual Assembly as 
endowments including the land in the 
lovely hills of Petropolis at a point call
ed "The Finger of God" that is to be 
the site of the future Baha'i House of 
Worship in Brazil. 

One of her last projects was to build 
two houses designed to look as one on 
a beautiful hillside outside her last 
home city of Juiz de Fora. The prop
erty was to serve as the local 
i:lqjratu'l-Quds with the second house 
for a pioneer/caretaker. 

In 1930 Leonora had the bounty of 
making a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 
She had gone to Spain to study the 
language, but while there was struck by 
scarlet fever. During the long weeks of 
her recovery, she received a request 

Leonora Armstrong and her niece, the House of Worship in Panama in 
Karin Hogberg Leonard, in front of April 1972. 

from the Guardian to come to Haifa. It 
was with absolute joy that she was able 
to visit the Holy Places for a brief time, 
and to experience in person the great 
strength that she had felt before then 
only through the loving letters of 
Shoghi Effendi. 

Her great love, and her lasting con
tribution to the Faith in Brazil, was the 
many books she translated into Portu
guese. Included were almost all of the 
Writings of Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l
Baha, many of those of the beloved 
Guardian, and many of the more re
cent books published on behalf of the 
Universal House of Justice. 

Her efforts were untiring. For exam
ple, as she supervised construction of 
the i:la~ratu'l-Quds in Juiz de Fora, 
she stood leaning in the doorway, bal
ancing the galley proofs of Selections 
from the Writings of the Bob on her 
left arm while making corrections with 
her right hand. 

Many Baha'is from the U.S. visited 
Leonora in Brazil including May Max
well and her niece, Jeanne Bolles; Mrs. 
Nellie French, and Mrs. Loulie Mat
thews. 

Having endured several severe ail
ments during the later years of her life, 
and having recently undergone surgery 
for cancer, Leonora passed from this 

life into the next on October 17, 1980. 
When the Universal House of Justice 
learned of her passing, it sent the fol
lowing message to the heartbroken 
friends in Brazil: 

"Hearts saddened passing distin
guished Counsellor Leonora Stirling 
Armstrong Herald of the Kingdom be
loved handmaiden 'Abdu'l-Baha spiri
tual mother of South America. Her 
sixty years valiant service Cause Brazil 
shed lustre annals Faith that promising 
land. Request memorial services 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkars Wilmette Pan
ama. Urge all communities Brazil like
wise hold services. Offering ardent 
supplications Most Holy Shrines prog
ress her radiant spirit Abba King
dom." 

The memorial service in Wilmette 
was held at 8 o'clock Saturday evening, 
February 21, 1981. Among those at
tending were the members of the U.S. 
National Spiritual Assembly and 10 of 
her fellow Counsellors for the Amer
icas, many of whom read during the 
program. 

Aunt Leonora never liked having a 
fuss made over her, but as the last 
prayer was read, in Portuguese, by 
Counsellor Sarah Pereira, I felt her 
loving presence, and thought that she 
highly approved of us. 
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The world 

Baha'i International Health Agency 
is \ established in Ottawa, Canada 

More than 50 Baha'is who are health 
professionals in Canada, the United 
States and Chile were present April 
10-11 as the Baha'i International 
Health Agency was established in Ot
tawa, Canada. 

The creation of such an agency was 
recommended at the first Baha'i Inter
national Conference on Health and 
Healing, held in June 1980 in Ottawa 
under the sponsorship of the Associa
tion for Baha'j Studies. 

The Hand of the Cause of God John 
Robarts was among those present at 
the April meeting, which also was 
sponsored by the Association for Ba
ha'i Studies. Participants included 
medical doctors, nurses, counselors, 
therapists, psychologists, social 
workers and medical students. 

The proposal to create the agency 
was accepted by the executive com
mittee of the Association for Baha'i 
Studies, approved in principle by the 

- National Spiritual Assembly of Ca
nada, and referred to the Universal 
House of Justice for its guidance. 

In approving the creation of a Baha'j 
International Health Agency, the Su
preme Body stated: "The idea of a 
special group of Baha'i health pro
fessionals is a useful one, and for the 
time being it is quite sufficient to de
velop it as a section within the Asso
ciation ... " 

The agency is being established with 
the goal of coordinating and encourag
ing research and education among Ba
ha'i health professionals and others 
who are interested or who have knowl
edge in this area. It should also be of 
assistance in helping to place Baha'i 
health professionals in pioneering 
posts around the world. 

Goals of the agency, as proposed in 
1980 and confirmed at the recent policy 
conference, include compiling a world 
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directory of Baha'i health profes
sionals, scientists and resources; 
organizing an international Baha'i con
ference on health to be held every three 
years; publishing the proceedings of 
these conferences; and developing and 
distributing educational health pro
grams for children and adults in vari
ous countries and cultures. 

These educational programs will be 
made available in written and audio
visual form for use by Radio Baha'i, 
Baha'i schools, Spiritual Assemblies, 
and non-Baha'i entities. 

Discussions at the April conference 
focused on the philosophy, objectives 
and scope of the agency, and on the ad
ministrative structure, financial re
quirements and role of Baha'i health 
professionals in the Baha'i Interna
tional Health Agency. 

Among the highlights was a presen
tation by Mr. Robarts on the spiritual 

Tonga 

Bahd'{s who help staff a BaM', Infor
mation Center that opened last year in 
downtown Nuku'alofa, Tonga, are 
shown in front of the center. The rent
ed room is attractively decorated and 

parameters to be considered by be
lievers, and in this case by believers in 
the health professions. 

For the time being at least, the new 
agency will be an arm of the Associa
tion for Baha'i Studies, and as such 
will be under the auspices of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Canada. 
Its administrative work will be directed 
by a three- to five-member secretariat 
appointed by the Association's execu
tive committee. 

"In the future," says Dr. Alexander 
Reid, a conference participant who 
heads the pathology department at 
Paula Jaraquemada Hospital in San
tiago, Chile, "it is possible that just as 
we have the Baha'i International Com
munity, which represents the Faith at 
the United Nations, so we might pos
sibly have an International Baha'i As
sociation for Health that would also 
have representation at the UN." 

contains literature, photographs and 
Bahd', materials for sale or loan. Per
manent displays attract the public and 
help the teaching work in Nuku'alofa. 



Nigeria 

The Faith was proclaimed on radio 
and television, in newspapers and at 
public meetings last June S-July 2 in 
the capital cities of nine of Nigeria's 19 
states by Ranzi Casu, a traveling teach
er from the Ivory Coast. 

Mrs. Casu's itinerary, arranged by 
the National Proclamation Committee, 
included a visit to the minister of social 
welfare, a number of interviews with 
the media, including Nigerian national 
radio, and visits to various Baha'i com
munities. 

Mrs. Casu, a musician and singer, 
performed several songs, some about 
the Faith, for an audience of faculty 
and students at the University of Ni
geria in Nsukka. 

In introducing her, the acting head 
of the university'S music department 
mentioned that Mrs. Casu is a Baha'i, 
and during her performance, Mrs. 
Casu referred to the Faith. 

She was interviewed in Makurdi, the 
capital of Benue State in Nigeria's 
Middle Belt, by a woman associated 
with a radio program entitled "Femi
nine Digest." Afterward, the inter
viewer invited Mrs. Casu and some 
other Baha'is to her home where, after 
a two-hour discussion,· the interviewer 
declared her belief in Baha'u'llllh. 

Mrs. Casu, who is originally from 
Ghana, and Marshall Murphy, a Ba
h8'i from Alaska, were interviewed in 
Makurdi for two 30-minute television 
programs, during which they were able 
to discuss some aspects of the Faith, 
especially the unity of mankind. 

Mrs. Casu explained that she is a 
Ghanaian who is married to an Italian 
and that they live in Ivory Coast. Mr. 
Murphy mentioned that he is a black 
Alaskan married to an Ethiopian and 
now traveling in Nigeria. 

Mrs. Casu, who had traveled in 
Cameroon before arriving in Nigeria 
with her daughter, Lua, said she is 
"fully convinced that the great success 
of this proclamation effort in Camer
oon and Nigeria was due to the blood 
shed by the beloved martyrs in Iran." 

Pictured at right are participants in a 
National Bahd'{ Youth Conference 
held April 2-4 in Jos, Nigeria. 

Some of the students and faculty at the 
University of Nigeria in Nsukka are 
shown with traveling teacher Ranzi 
Casu from Ivor.y Coast (standing 
fourth from left in back row) who per-

Bahd'{s enjoy an informal discussion 
outside of the new Bahd'{ Center in 
Nnewi, Anambra State, Nigeria. Ful
filling one of the Bahd'{ goals in 

formed at a special concert arranged 
for her at the uni\'ersity last June /5, 
The appearance came during a month
long teaching trip in Nigeria by Mrs. 
Casu and her daughter, Lua. 

Anambra, the building was donated by 
local Bahd'{s to become a Center that is 
open each day for prayers and meet
ings. 
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Hawaii 

Samieh Labib (left photo), a Bah(i'{ 
from Honolulu, reads a prayer at the 
opening session of the Hawaii State 
Senate on March 22. That same day, 
James Wada, another Bahd'{ from 

Ecuador 

r ,,---... 
1 

Members of a Bahd'l teaching team 
(first five adults standing from left) 
that was responsible for opening 20 
new localities in Ecuador and securing 
more than 180 declarations are shown 
with some of the new believers and 
children. The team's effort was cen-

The principal of a prestigious high 
school in Otavalo, Ecuador, recently 
visited Radio Baha'i on behalf of the 
parents of sixth grade students in
terested in promoting an interprovince 
basketball tournament. 

The principal said it was the unani
mous decision of the parents to use 
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Honolulu, reads a Bahd'l prayer at the 
opening session of the Hawaii House 
of Representatives. The two events 
were a part of the Naw-Rziz celebra!ion 

.: , 

. 
i 

tered in the Guayas area north of 
GuayaqUl1, where more than 180 peo
ple were enrolled during the first nine 
days of an intensive campaign. The 20 
localities were opened at the rate of 
two each day between March 24 and 
April 1. 

Radio Baha'i to promote the tourna
ment "because it is listened to in all of 
the city and in villages of the pro
vince. " 

He also mentioned a study that was 
conducted which showed that Radio 
Baha'i has 80 per cent of the listening 
audience in Otavalo. 

in Hawaii. Because March 21 fell on a 
Sunday, the Bahd'l participation in the 
state's Senate and House sessions took 
place the following day. 

Cameroon 

Thirty-eight people from the area of 
Yokaduma, Cameroon, became Ba
ha'is during the first three months after 
the arrival there of home front pioneer 
Mekek Benda Samuel, a farmer in his 
twenties. The new believers include 24 
pygmies, three of whom are women. 

After arriving at his post last Feb
ruary, Mr. Samuel began making two
day trips to remote villages about 375 
miles from Yaounde. He hoped to help 
form three Local Spiritual Assemblies 
in that area at RiQvan. 

Homefront pioneers in Cameroon 
are showing increasing spiritual ca
pacity. Another young man has made 
plans to visit the same area, according 
to a recent report from the Continental 
Board of Counsellors for Africa. 

From Cameroon comes word of the 
enrollment of the first believer on An
nabon, Equatorial Guinea, through the 
efforts of a pioneer to that small island 
off the west coast of Africa-one of 
two islands in the Gulf of Guinea be
longing to the tiny west African nation 
and making up the Province of Fer
nando Po. 

Equatorial Guinea, formerly known 
as Spanish Guinea, achieved political 
independence in 1968. Baha'i activities 
in that country are assigned to Camer
oon under the Seven Year Plan. 



Pakistan 
The local Teaching Committee of 

Karachi, Pakistan, organized two suc
cessful week-long proclamation efforts 
February 26-March 4 and March 
26-ApriI2. 

Baha'i books were presented to 14 
school and college principals. Firesides 
were held in several Baha'i homes, and 
the Baha'is in Karachi made regular 
teaching and consolidation trips out
side of the city. 

Copies of BahA'u'lIah and the New 
Era and The Hidden Words of Baha· 
'u'IIAh were presented by Anisur Reh
man Dehlavi, secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Pakistan, to the 
minister for irrigation, power, labor 
and cooperation. 

During their cordial hour-long meet
ing, the minister expressed a desire to 
attend Baha'i gatherings, and assured 
Mr. Dehlavi of his assistance whenever 
it might be needed. 

Dipchand Khianra, a Counsellor for 
Asia, visited Pakistan in April, meeting 
with the National Spiritual Assembly 
and members of the Auxiliary Board 
and attending the National Convention 
in Karachi. 

Prof. Khianra also visited the friends 
in Tharparkar, Sind and Thatta, in
cluding those who live in mass-taught 
areas. 

He conducted deepening classes for 
youth in Karachi and attended a meet
ing with members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, Auxiliary Board 
members and their assistants, and 
members of the National Teaching 
Committee. 

Many non-Baha'is attended a Naw-

Lesotho 
Lesotho has a new and lively musical 

group called the "Mount Carmel Sin
gers" composed of an international 
group of composers, poets and artists, 
some with long professional experi
ence. 

The new group, which is in great de
mand, illustrates by its many natio
nalities and the full utilization of wide
ly varied skills the universality of the 
Faith. 

Ruz observance in Karachi, Pakistan, 
that included songs in English and Ur-
du that were recorded by the Pakistan 
Radio Corporation for broadcast the 
following day. 

Meanwhile, Baha'i books and pam
phlets were presented to the library of 
the Allama Agbal Open University in 
Islamabad as part of the Naw-Ruz ob
servance there. 

The event was attended by a pro-

Laos 

Children of Ban Amon, Laos (near 
Vientiane) are shown during the inau
guration last January 31 of activities 
planned by the Local Youth and Chil-

More than 60 people including local 
officials and the non-Baha'i parents of 
children enrolled in new weekly Baha'i 
children's classes attended a special 
meeting January 31 at the Ban Amon 
Baha'i Center near Vientiane, Laos. 

Participants included two members 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Laos, Auxiliary Board member Boua
phanh N. Phanthakoun, and members 
of the Spiritual Assembly of Vientiane. 

The meeting was held to further ac
quaint the non-Baha'i parents with the 
nature of Baha'i children's classes held 

fessor from the Science Foundation of 

Islamabad and her family; the director 
of population, and the secretary of the 
Establishment of Islamabad. . 

~peakers at a teaching conference 
March 27 in Karachi, Pakistan, in
cluded Auxiliary Board member Par
veen Yazamedi who discussed the im
portance of teaching and pioneering. 
The local Teaching Committee pre
sented its annual report to the friends. 

dren's Committee .Qf Vientiane. By 
May, some 30 children were regularly 
attending Bahd '( classes at the Ban 
Amon Bahd'i Center. -

each Sunday. 

Mr. Phanthakoun, who also is treas
urer of the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Laos, described the basic Baha'i 
teachings emphasizing loyalty to gov
ernment and non-participation in poli
tics. Local and district officials at
tending the meeting were reported to 
be receptive to the Faith. 

The Ban Amon Center is east of 
Vientiane on the Baha'i Temple prop
erty that was purchased more than 10 
years ago. 
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Trinidad/Tobago 
A Baha'i class taught at a junior sec

ondary school in St. Madeline, South 
Trinidad, has been added to the school 
curriculum by the principal, who as
signed a teacher to supervise the ap
proximately 50 students. None of the 
children were Baha'is when the classes 
were begun, but two of them recently 
declared their belief in Baha'u'llah. 

Another weekly Baha'i class at Na
parima Boys School in South Trinidad 
is attended by eight boys, and an intro
ductory class on the Faith at Pleasant
ville Senior Secondary School is at
tended by about 30 students, with new 
ones being added each week. 

There have been talks on the Faith at 
two student assemblies, each with 
about 2,000 students attending. 

The Philippines 

BaM', teacher Willie Pineda is shown 
with some of his students at the BaM', 
Tutorial School in [riga City, Luzon, 
the Philippines. Sixty-eight children of 
the Agta tribe make up the student 
body at the three-room schoolhouse 
that was opened by Mr. Pineda in 1980 
as the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Philippines increased its commit
ment to tutorial schools under the 
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As members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Trinidad and Tobago and 
Baha'{ children look on, Edna Ruth 
Caverly, a pioneer from the United 
States to Trinidad and Tobago, pre
sents a mounted fragment of marble 
from the site of the permanent Seat of 
the Universal House of Justice to Dr. 

Seven Year Plan. Supported in part by 
Bahd'is from several communities in 
the area, the school offers daily classes 
for elementary school students, adult 
education classes, and deepening 
classes for youth and older believers. 
Students usually are placed in more ad
vanced grades in public schools as a 
result of their attendance. 

Harry Col/ymore, who accepts the gift 
on behalf of the National Spiritual As
sembly. Mrs. Caverly obtained the 
fragment of marble on her pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land in 1981 and decided 
to present it to the National Assembly 
for placement in its archives. 

Canary Islands 
More than 100 visitors to the 

"Spring Book Fair" in Santa Cruz de 
Tenerife, Canary Islands, discussed the 
Faith at length with believers staffing a 
Baha') booth at the fair. 

More than 100 Baha'i books were 
sold during the two-week event, which 
was attended by more than 200,000 
people, and Baha'is were interviewed 
for 10 minutes by a local radio station. 

The Faith also was mentioned in 
publicity for the fair that included 
newspaper articles, posters, and radio 
and television programs. 

Baha'is handed out more than 800 
pamphlets and invitations to a special 
conference after the fair at La Laguna 
University. 

The friends planned to have another 
booth at a fair in La Laguna in Sep
tember. 



Sweden 

Gerald Knight, the alternate repre
sentative to the United Nations for the 
Baha'i International Community, vis
ited Sweden last October and again in 
March. While there he had positive 
meetings with members of the Swedish 
Foreign Office and with the Swedish 
press. 

The National Proclamation Com
mittee has sent letters about the Faith 
to all members of the Swedish parlia
ment and to 16 leading cultural figures. 

Meanwhile, the National Deepening 
Committee has launched "Project 
Ri"van 1983" by asking every Swedish 
believer to deepen daily in the book, 

Bolivia 

Continental Counsellor Lauretta King 
(seated in center wearing glasses) vis
ited the friends in Cochabamba, Bo
livia, last December and January. 
Many of those present are indigenous 

'.-

Participants at a National Pioneer 
Conference held last January 16-/7 in 
Cochabamba, Bolivia, chat informally 
during a break between sessions. Athos 
Costas, a member of the Continental 
Board of Counsellors for the Ameri-

Gleanings from the Writings of Bahti
'u'lldh. Next Ri"van a large conference 
will be held to celebrate the country
wide deepening that encourages each 
Baha'i to finish the book by that time. 

Four regional deepening conferences 
were held during the last Baha'i year 
on the book, The Pattern of Bahti'{ 
Life. 

Baha'is in the province of Varm
land, near the Norwegian border east 
of Oslo, celebrated the 60th anniver
sary of the establishment of the Faith 
there by producing a local radio pro
gram last December that featured an 

believers of the Quechua and Aymara 
Indian tribes. Mrs. King, who lives in 
A laska, is a member of a Tlingit Indian 
tribe. 

, •. : '·":.~f' • 

cas, was present at the conference. The 
30 participants included pioneers to 
Bolivia from Argentina, Canada, Ger
many, Iran, Portugal and the United 
States. 

adult believer, a youth, and a pioneer. 
John Birks (Dizzy) Gillespie, an 

American Baha'i who is a world
renowned jazz trumpeter, visited 
Sweden again this winter. His concert 
appearances received wide publicity. 

One hundred people attended a 
meeting last November in Lulea that 
was co-sponsored by the Baha'i com
munity of Lulea, the Spiritualists, and 
the Martinus movement. 

And in Vasteras, 50 people attended 
a meeting that was organized by the 
Baha'is, Esperantists and a movement 
called "The Future in Our Hands." 

U oited States 
Oil paintings by James Lavadour, a 

Native American Baha'i who is a mem
ber of the Confederated Tribes of the 
Umatilla Reservation, have been cho
sen by the University of Oregon for a 
traveling art exhibit that is being shown 
throughout the Pacific Northwest. 

Following the tour that is being used 
by Baha'i communities and college 
clubs to proclaim the Faith, the one
man show will be exhibited in the Ore
gon state house at the request of the 
state's governor. 

Baha'i communities have been ad
vised that Mr. Lavadour's work may 
be obtained on request to be shown 
anywhere in the U.S. during the two 
years that it will be under the aegis of 
the University of Oregon Museum of 
Art and supported by the National En
dowment for the Arts and other agen
cies. 

Fiji Islands 
A group of six traveling Baha'i 

teachers from Fiji, Kiribati and Hawaii 
visited the islands of Rabi, Taveuni 
and Koro in the Fiji Islands during a 
recent five-week trip aboard a "teach
ing yacht" owned by a believer from 
Hawaii. 

The group presented nine public 
talks to chiefs and villagers and en
rolled six new believers. 

Thirty-six public officials and dig
nitaries were presented with Baha'j 
books, and the group conducted six 
deepening sessions for a total of 57 Ba
ha'js who live on the three islands. 
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Zaire 

Peter Vuyiya, a member of the Con
tinental Board of Counsellors in Af
rica, along with Auxiliary Board mem
bers Rhoda Ambogo, Festus Muka
lama Shayo and Festus Mandu Sunguti 
undertook a two-month trip last Octo
ber and November that was designed to 
help deepen Ba'i'lll'is of Zaire's Wa
bembe tribe. 

Belgium 

Shown here are some of the partici
pants in an international Baha'I youth 
conference that was held April 3-4 in 
Eupen, Belgium. The conference was 
widely publicized on radio and tele-

Approximately 80 people from sev
eral European countries attended an 
international Baha'j youth conference 
April 3-4 in Eupen, Belgium. The con
ference was sponsored by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Belgium with the 
help of the Local Spiritual Assemblies 
of Trooz, Seraing, Liege and Aachen. 

Speakers at the weekend gathering 
included Counsellor Louis Henuzet 
and Daniel Schau bacher, a member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Belgium. Also attending was Auxiliary 
Board member Jean Pierre Laperches. 

Four days before the conference, Ba
ha'is from Belgium, Germany and 
Luxembourg were interviewed at a 
news conference that was attended by 
reporters from the German-speaking 
section of the Belgian National Broad
casting Corporation and the press. 

The audience for Belgium's German
language radio programs includes 
many people in Germany as well as 
those in the German-speaking area of 
Belgium. 
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Counsellor Vuyiya began his deepen
ing course by distributing copies of 
prayers and quotations from The Hid
den Words of Bahd'u'llah. 

After the friends read aloud and des
cribed their understanding of the 
prayers and words of Baha'u'llah, Mr. 
Vuyiya commented on the texts. The 

vision and in local newspapers. Partici
pants came from Germany, Luxem
bourg and Switzerland as well as from 
many parts of Belgium. 

"Grenz-Echo," a German-language 
newspaper in Eupen, published a fa
vorable five-column article about the 
Faith that included a photo of the Seat 
of the Universal House of Justice. 

Belgium Radio broadcast a five
minute interview about the youth con
ference that featured a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Lux
embourg. 

Reporters from the same network re
corded another interview on the perse
cution of Baha'is in Iran for later 
broadcast. It featured a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Swit
zerland. 

The media were so interested in the 
Faith that they also publicized a Ba
ha'i-sponsored concert in May and a 
Baha'i exposition in June. 

The first resident of the German
speaking area of Belgium to become a 
Baha'i declared his belief in Baha
'u'llah after attending a meeting in 
Liege the night before the opening of 
the youth confert:nce. 

same method was used by the three 
Auxiliary Board members. 

In Bukavu, Zaire, Baha'is began a 
weekly half-hour radio program last 
December. The program consists of 
Baha'j prayers and selections from The 
Hidden Words in French and Swahili. 

Australia 
More than 100 Baha'is from many 

parts of Australia attended a con
ference on Baha'i scholarship April 
9-12 at the Yerrinbool Baha'i School in 
New South Wales. 

Organized by the Baha'i Society at 
the University of Tasmania and ap
proved by the National Spiritual As
sembly of Australia, the conference 
was designed to foster deeper under
standing of the Writings; to find ways 
to present the Faith in courses at 
schools, colleges and universities; and 
to encourage the friends to proclaim 
the Faith to professional people. 

Baha'i scholarship was the topic of 
the keynote address by Dr. Peter Khan, 
a member of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors for Australasia. 

Other speakers presented papers on 
how the Teachings relate to recent de
velopments in physics, biology, medi
cine, psychology and educational 
theory. 

Papers discussing recent develop
ments in music and art from a Baha'i 
perspective were supplemented by his
torical papers dealing with the lives of 
Baha'i artists Mark Tobey and Juliet 
Thompson. Dr. Baher Forghani dis
cussed the life of Mirza Abu'I-FaQI. 

Spain 
"Pensamiento Baha'i," a bi

monthly deepening magazine in Span
ish, is being published by the Comite 
Nacional de Vida Baha'i de Espana 
(National Committee for Baha'i Life), 
a committee of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Spain. 

The one-year subscription price is 
$5.50 U.S. (ordinary mail) or $7.50 
U.S. (air mail). 

You may order the magazine from 
Francisco Javier Gonzalez, Edificio 
Cayucu, 8-B, Palma Nova, Mallorca, 
Spain. 



Panama 

Bahd'is in David, Panama, built this 
booth for the annual 'David Fair' that 
is held in March. Visitors to the booth 
asked questions about the Faith, took 
pamphlets, and purchased Baha'i 
books. Those staffing the booth, which ,1 
was sponsored by the Spiritual Assem-
bly of David, included A uxiliary Board 
member Foad Izadinia. This marked 
the seventh year in which the Bahd'is 
of David have sponsored a booth at the 
popular fair. 

Hong Kong 

Shown are some of the 12 children who 
attended an Intercalary Days party in 
Hong Kong. Two of the children sang 
songs and performed dances. Refresh
ments included a cake in the shape of a 

Yan Kee Leong, a Counsellor for 
Asia, was the guest speaker at a mu
sical fireside in Macao that was part of 
a two-day teaching trip January 9-10 
by a group of 15 Baha'is from nearby 
Hong Kong. 

The group that visited Macao in-

nine-pointed star. A Filipino pioneer to 
Lesotho who was visiting in Hong 
Kong played the guitar and sang for 
the children. 

cluded the chairman and secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Hong Kong. 

The trip was arranged by the Na
tional Youth Committee. Among those 
present was Harry Yim, the first be
liever in Macao. 

India 
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Two Baha'is who are medical doc
tors provided medical care to more 
than 780 residents of villages in the 
center of Maharashtra State last No
vember and December, and planned to 
continue their efforts during 1982. 

The day-long "medical camps" were 
sponsored by the Spiritual Assembly of 
Bombay and the State Teaching Com
mittee in Maharashtra. A camp held at 
Nanapada in November treated more 
than 180 people, and another held at 
Pimpri in December served more than 
600 villagers. 

A mini-conference was held follow
ing the second camp at Pimpri. Par
ticipants included more than 60 men 
and 120 women. It was the first time 
that women in that village had at
tended a Baha'i conference. 

The medical camp program, said one 
of the doctors, "has awakened a con
sciousness in the villagers to pay more 
attention to their health, and they tell 
each other to attend the camps and get 
themselves examined." 
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World Centre 

Glenford Mitchell elected to serve 
on the Universal House of Justice 

TO THE BAHA'IS OF THE WORLD 
WARMLY WELCOME NEWLY ELECTED MEMBER HOUSE JUSTICE 
GLENFORD MITCHELL. 

-
TO GLENFORD E. MITCHELL 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
JULY 15, 1982 

ASSURE YOU ARDENT PRAYERS DMNE ASSISTANCE CONFIRMA
TIONS NEW FIELD SERVICE. LOVING BEST WISHES. 

I~RNA TIONAL TEACHING CENTRE 
JULY 15, 1982 

Glenford E. Mitchell, who has serv
ed for the past 14 years as secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States, has been 
elected to membership on the Universal 
House of Justice. 

The results of the special by-election 
to replace Amoz Gibson, a member of 
the Supreme Body for 19 years until his 
death on May 14, were announced July 
15 by the House of Justice. 

Mr. Mitchell, who was first elected 
to the U.S. National Spiritual Assem
bly in 1967 and became its secretary the 
following year, also served as manag
ing editor of World Order magazine, 
secretary of the Trustees of the U.S. 
Baha'i Publishing Trust, and secretary 
of the Board of Directors of the Baha'i 
Home in Wilmette, Illinois. 

Prior to his election to the National 
Spiritual Assembly, he served as chair
man of the National Teaching Com
mittee, director of the National De
partment of Youth and Student Activi
ties, and chairman of the Spiritual As
sembly of Washington, D.C. 

A journalist by profession, Mr. Mit
chell has authored numerous articles 
and pamphlets and co-edited the book, 
The Angry Black South, which was 
published in 1962 by Corinth Books, 
New York. 

From 1962-63 he was assistant edi
torial director of Maryknoll Publica
tions and executive secretary of the 
Maryknoll Book Club in New York. 

He later served as assistant editor of 
"Africa Report" magazine in Wash
ington, D.C., and as an English in
structor in the Upward Bound program 
at Indiana State University in Terre 
Haute and at Howard University in 
Washington, D.C. 

In 1980 Mr. Mitchell received an 
honorary Doctor of Letters degree 
from the National College of Educa
tion in Wilmette. 

Born in 1935 in Jamaica, West In
dies, Mr. Mitchell attended private 
preparatory and secondary schools in 
his homeland. 

He received a B.A. degree in busi
ness education in 1960 from Shaw Uni
versity in Raleigh, North Carolina, and 
a master's degree in journalism from 
Columbia University in New York 
City. 

Mr. Mitchell is a member of the 
Sigma Delta Chi professional journal
ism society and Alpha Kappa Mu 
Honor Society. 

He and his wife, Bahia, have a 
5-year-old daughter, Tarissa. 

GLENFORD E. MITCHELL 
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United States 

Senate's historic resolution condemns 
persecution of Iran's Baha'i community 

On June 30, the United States Senate 
approved by voice vote and without 
dissent an historic resolution condemn
ing the government of Iran for its per
secution and "brutal executions" of 
Baha'is in that country. 

The concurrent resolution, which 
was introduced in mid-March by Sen. 
John Heinz (R-Pennsylvania) and 
unanimously approved in May by the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
had more than 20 co-sponsors. 

Its passage came nearly five weeks 
after the House Subcommittee on Hu
man Rights and International Organi
zations heard testimony by Baha'is 
about the steadily worsening situation 
faced by the hard-pressed Baha'i com
munity in the Cradle of the Faith. 

Included in that testimony (see Ba
hO", News, August 1982) were moving 
statements by Mrs. Ramna Nourani 
whose mother, Mrs. Ginous Mah
moudi, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Iran, was secret
ly executed last December with seven 
other members of that body, and 
whose father, Houshang Mahmoudi, a 
member of the previous National As
sembly of Iran, disappeared in August 
1980 with the rest of its members and is 
presumed dead. 

Also testifying at that hearing were 
three members of the U.S. National 
Spiritual Assembly-Judge James F. 
Nelson, chairman; Dr. Firuz Kazemza
deh, vice-chairman; and Glenford E. 
Mitchell, secretary-and two Con
gressmen, Reps. Edward J. Derwinski 
of Illinois and Fortney (Pete) Stark of 
California. 

The passage of Senate Concurrent 
Resolution No. 73 was fully reported in 
the Congressional Record on June 30. 

Also placed in the Record was a 
complete transcript of Judge Nelson's 
testimony before the House Subcom
mittee on Human Rights and Interna-
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A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 73) to condemn the Iranian perse
cution of the Baha'i community. 

Whereas the Baha'i community in Iran is experiencing persecution, 
harassment and disappearances of family members, job discrimination, 
seizure of bank funds, destruction of personal property, and torture; 

Whereas current reports show at least one hundred and thirteen execu
tions of Baha'is and Baha'i religious leaders by the Government of Iran; 
and 

Whereas the continued harassment and murder of Baha'is demonstrates 
that the Government of Iran has launched a conscious effort to destroy the 
Baha'i community; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concu"ing), That 
the Congress of the United States condemns persecution of the Baha'is, 
holds the Government of Iran responsible for upholding the rights of all its 
citizens, including the Baha'is, and expresses the hope that the discrimina
tion and brutal executions within the Baha'i community cease immediately. 
The Congress urges the Iranian Government to end this extermination of 
law abiding citizens who only wish to worship in freedom. 

tional Organizations. 
"The reported 113 executions of Ba

ha'i citizens during the past year," 
Sen. Heinz said while speaking in sup
port of the resolution, "only too vivid
ly illustrates the extent to which the 
Khomeini government is attempting to 
exterminate the Baha'i religion. 

"As a nation committed to the hu
man rights of all," he added, "we can
not understand how a nation can inflict 
such torture and execution on members 
of their own community." 

The Senate resolution, said Mr. Mit
chell, "strengthens the efforts of the 
American Baha'is to call urgent public 
attention to the genocidal acts being 
perpetrated against the Baha'is in 
Iran. " 

Since the passage of the Senate reso
lution, the Universal House of Justice 
has announced the martyrdoms of five 
more Baha'is in Iran, four in the Qaz
vin area and the other in Shiraz. 

The Supreme Body also reported 
that in spite of support from a number 
of governments, and from such inter-

national organizations as the United 
Nations and the Parliament of Europe, 
the pressures against Baha'is in Iran 
are mounting and their scope widen
ing. 

"We have a responsibility to speak 
out on this matter," Sen. Heinz told 
his colleagues, "even though our rela
tionship with the Government of Iran 
is, at best, strained. People of good 
conscience cannot ignore terror and 
murder, and perhaps by bringing it 
forcefully to the world's attention we 
can in some way influence the course 
of events in Iran. 

" ... By expressing America's con
cern and outrage over the Iranian Gov
ernment's inhuman treatment, we have 
the opportunity to bring to light the 
Baha'is' struggle. Considering recent 
developments, outside pressure is a 
very important, if not vital, method of 
helping the Baha'is secure the basic 
human rights all people deserve. 

"Iran should be held responsible for 
upholding the rights of all its citizens, 
including the Baha'is, and I hope this 



resolution will demonstrate to Iran, as 
well as the rest of the world, our com
mitment to human rights and our de
termination that other nations protect 
their most fundamental freedoms." 

Several other Senators spoke in fa
vor of Resolution 73 including Sen. 
Edward Kennedy (D-Massachusetts). 

"As one who has long been com
mitted to the cause of human rights in 
the world," said Sen. Kennedy, "I wel
come the Senate's action in taking up 
that cause again in the name of the Ba
ha'is. 

"The Iranian authorities have bla
tantly violated Article 18 of the Inter
national Covenant on Civil and Politi
cal Rights to which they are a State 
Party. Article 18 states: 

" 'Everyone shall have the right to 
freedom of thought, conscience, and 
religion. The right shall include free
dom to have or adopt a religion or a 
belief of his choice, and freedom, ei
ther individually or in community with 
others and in public or private, to 
manifest his religion or belief in wor
ship, observance, practice, and teach
ing.' 

"Amnesty International, the Human 
Rights Commission of the Federation 
of Protestant Churches in Switzerland, 
and other organizations and journals 
have documented and protested the in
humane treatment of the Baha'i com
munity in Iran. It is time the United 
States lent its strong support to the in
ternational appeals to the Iranian au
thorities to cease this brutal persecu
tion of a peaceful people. 

"In all cases where human rights are 
denied, we must not hesitate to de
nounce the violations and appeal for 
human justice. We cannot bear silent 
witness. We must speak out. 

" ... 1 am proud to cosponsor Reso
lution 73 in defense of the Baha'is, and 
I urge my colleagues to support this 
call to human decency." 

Hawaii Senate passes resolution 
Senate Resolution No. 86 Adopted April 23, 1982 
URGING PURSUIT OF ALL AVAILABLE MEANS TO PUT AN END 
TO THE CAMPAIGN OF GENOCIDE AGAINST THE BAHA'I FAITH 
IN IRAN 

WHEREAS, the State of Hawaii in iis Constitution guarantees the right 
to religious freedom and to due process; and 

WHEREAS, Hawaii has accepted on its soil the establishment of all re
ligious faiths in an atmosphere of tolerance and mutual respect, and all of 
the world's major faiths have found expreSsion in Hawaii; and 

WHEREAS, the Baha'i Faith was rrrst brought to Hawaii 81 years ago by 
Agnes Baldwin Alexander; and 

WHEREAS, any and all acts of religious persecution are to be deplored, 
and are a threat to religious freedom everywhere; and 

WHEREAS, acts of violence and terrorism apinst members of the Ba
ha'i Faith in Iran have been sanctioned and perpetrated by the government 
and! or religious leaders of that country and which acts have been reported 
widely in the world press, and have been a cause for alarm on the part of 
such organizations as the United Nations Economic and Social Council, the 
European Parliament, the Council of Europe, and the Parliaments of 
Canada, Australia, and the Federal Republic of Germany; and 

WHEREAS, the Baha'i Faith in Iran, comprising the largest non-Muslim 
religious community in that country, is presently being subjected to an or
ganized and systematic attempt at its eradication, best characterized as 
genocide, on the part of the Iranian government and certain Muslim re
ligious leaders as evidenced by the known assassination and execution of 
over 100 of its most prominent members from 1978 to January 1982, by the 
summary arrest· and detention of hundreds more, by the government's 
stated policy to refuse national identity cards to Iranian Baha'is thereby 
causing them to become non-persons and illegal residents within the country 
of their birth, by the confiscation and destruction of Baha'i properties and 
religious edifices, by the desecration of Baha'i cemeteries, by the govern
ment's refusal to recognize Baha'i religious law such as marriage, even mar
riages of many years standing, and the legitimacy of children born of Baha'i 
couples to the extent of barring these children from attendance at public 
schools; and 

WHEREAS, the religious community in Hawaii has expressed grave con
cern for the safety and well-being of the Baha'i, Christian, Jewish and other 
religious minorities in Iran; now, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Eleventh Legislature of the State 
of Hawaii, Regular Session of 1982, that the President of the United States, 
the U.S. Department of State, the United Nations, and the Governor of 
Hawaii, are urged to pursue all available means to dissuade and to deter the 
government of Iran from its present policy of religious persecution and for 
it instead to promote an atmosphere of tolerance and mutual respect among 
all religious communities in Iran; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United States, to the Secretary of State, 
to the Secretary General of the United Nations, to the Gover~or of Hawaii, 
to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the Hawaiian Islands, 
and to the representative of the Baha'i International Community at the 
United Nations. 
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National Conventions 

Messages from National Conventions 
convey a spirit of hope, joy, courage 

AFRICA 

Bophuthatswana-' 'Twenty-five 
delegates and 85 other friends from 
several districts significant increase at
tendance rural Baha'is. Believers Bo
phuthatswana respond joyfully, re
double efforts ... redeem blood be
loved martyrs." 

Bumndi-"Remarkable conscious
ness of challenge, initiative. Love, uni
ty have released new energies." 

Cameroon-"Glorious contrast Ba
ba'i and old world ... Deeply moved 
new situation heroic Baha'is Iran, in
spired 'Pilgrimage' film ... Numer
ous pledges ... translate Sacred Writ
ings into local languages." 

Kenya-"Grateful continuous flow 
guidance Supreme Body. Rejoice 
worldwide achievements. Honored 
host Conference Nairobi October." 

Liberia-"Nineteenth Convention 

Auxiliary Board member E. Lutch
maya, representing the Continental 
Board of Counsellors, addresses dele
gates and guests at the Bahd'i National 
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... emphasis on service, hope for suc
cessful coming year." 

Malawi-"Launching new nation
wide teaching project." 

Mauritius-"70 delegates, 147 
friends ... much emphasis ... great
er participation women, youth Baha'i 
community life, development child 
education. " 

Nigeria-"New Assembly elected in
cluding one woman. Great spirit en
thusiasm, dedication fulfill momen
tous tasks coming year including his
toric Conference." 

Reunion-"Universal participation 
slogan for this year ... " 

Seychelles-"Emphasis laid on re
formation all Local Spiritual Assem
blies. " 

Swaziland-"Moved sacrifices Per
sian Baha'is worldwide progress Faith, 
pledge redouble activities all fields. 

Convention of Mauritius, held at 
Riqvdn at the Bahd'i Institute in Belle
Rose. 

Memory Greatest Holy Leaf, win goals 
three-year plan." 

Tanzania-" 1,200 shillings collected 
in name martyrs NSA Iran." 

Transkei-"Third annual Conven
tion ... first in own National Cen
tre. " 

Uganda-"Renewed spirit determi
nation optimism evident . . ." 

Zambia-"Opportunities long 
dreamed of for teaching and progress 
Faith appearing most parts Zam
bia ... Charging our National Assem
bly pay special attention developing 
youth activities." 

Zimbabwe-"Expect maintain num
ber Local Assemblies (despite restrict
ing). More elected without assistance. 
Determined strengthen this foundation 
coming year." 

Heartening messages were also re
ceived at the World Centre from 
Benin, Botswana, Ethiopia, G-ambia, 
Ghana, Ivory Coast and Mali, Le
sotho, Madagascar, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone and Southwest Afri
calNamibia. 

THE AMERICAS 

Alaska-" Indigenous (local) Assem
bly formed independently ... friends 
vigorously arising serve independently 
carry out teaching process. 25 teaching 
groups formed ... 337 attend
ance ... $20,000 contributions." 

Babamas-"Counsellor Cowan two 
Auxiliary Board members, newly-ar
rived pioneers elevated spirit Conven
tion. Proclamation enhanced by well
arranged media interview including 
television ... Over thousand dollars 
donations received." 

Barbados-" 1 ,550 Barbados dollars 
contributed toward l:ia~ratu'I-Quds 
renovation and 1,210 Barbados dollars 



to the National Fund. Work on Hazi
ratu'l-Quds started today ... Enihu"s
iasm and vigor continue throughout 
coming year." 

Bermuda-"Attendance of all 19 
delegates Second National Conven
tion. Last hour dedicated to memory 
martyred Counsellor Dr. Farhan
gi ... Bermudian community invigo
rated, stimulated ... charged hopeful 
sponsorship satellite conference fol
lowing Montreal." 

Brazil-"4O(} believers ... pledges 
totaling equivalent 78,000 dol
lars ... Good prospects establish six 
l:Ia~ratu'I-Quds by the end of this 
year ... Consultation delegates 
launched child education year. . . -
Published 15 new books ... promis
ing near future publication of 'Dawn
Breakers' ... Media communication 
proclaim Faith all expressed deep sym
pathy inhuman persecutions Iranian 
friends. For the first time a national 
authClrity ... addressing the Federal 
Senate informed it of the persecutions 
of Iranian Baha'is and requested the 
foreign minister to use his influence 
with the Iranian Embassy to put a stop 
to these persecutions." 

Canada-"Profoundly moved emo
tional appeal Hand of Cause William 
Sears to exploit teaching possibilities 
'A Cry from the Heart' ... Delegates 
including 10 Indians, one Inuit, five 

French-Canadians, 25 persons other 
minorities ... impressed response 
media, support Government Baha'j ap
peal justice Iranian crisis ... Moder
ate, confident, wide-ranging consulta
tion marks unique historic Conven
tion. " 

Costa Rica-"New power, resources 
active LSA's evident past year 'stimu
lated consultation further development 
this important goal and utilization 
their strength enrollment masses, con
solidation rural communities. Many 
capable youth newly enrolled. Youth 
Conference held simultaneously Con
vention ... " 

Dominican Republic-"As an offer
ing to the Greatest Holy Leaf we are 
determined to achieve personal goals in 
teaching, consolidation and giving to 
the Funds." 

Ecuador-"Historic decision arise 
support Fund and cut economic aid In
ternational Fund." 

EI Salvador-un percent delegates 
elect NSA, success first year economic 
self-sufficiency. 37 volunteer for teach
ing teams. Friends motivated, resolved 
exploit new opportunities." 

Mexico-"22nd National Conven
tion held Muna, Yucatan ... Historic 
participation 66 percent delegates, ma
jority Mayan Indians." 

Panama-"Heartened news prog
ress Faith resulting heroism beloved 

Shown here are delegates and guests 
at the 21st Bahd'i National Convention 
of Finland, held April 24-25 in Naan
tali. Among the guests was Hartmut 
Grossmann, a member of the Conti
nental Board of Counsellors for Eu
rope. The Convention program includ
ed the first classes for youth on the sys
tematic advanced study of the Faith. 

martyrs. Friends throughout Panama 
praying for Iranian brothers." 

Paraguay-"Unitedly announce fi
nancial self-sufficiency. 16 volunteers 
covering 16 Departpents pledged 500 
new believers this year ... Three In
dians members NSA." 

Puerto Rico-" Rejoice announce 
anonymous offer double days contri
butions Fund up to $5,000. Conven
tion renewing determination, channel
ing energies Baha'is entire island." 

Suriname and French Guiana-NSA 
includes members two Bush Negroes, 
two Nickerie (East Indians), one 
French Guiana. Goals LSA localities 
surpassed Suriname. LSAs won French 
Guiana, including three Amerindian 
villages. Generous contributions Fund. 
Money raised send Bush Negro dele
gate Quito ... Bush Negroes inspired 
friends increase service Faith." 

Urugua)'-" Announce financial 
self-sufficiency. Pledged $8,000 Na
tional Fund, $4,000 radio studio equip
ment. Raised four homefront pio-
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Continental Counsellor Artemus Lamb 
was a special guest at the Baha'i Na
tional Convention in St. Thomas, Vir
gin Islands. Shown outside a restaurant 
at which the Counsellor was greeted 
during a luncheon shortly after his ar
rival in St. Thomas are (back row left 
to right) Julie Armbruster, secretary of 
the National Teaching Committee; Eli
zabeth "B.J. " Smith, a newly enrolled 
believer; Counsellor Lamb; Melenda 
Chvatal, and (front row left to right) 
Joan Bennett, a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Virgin 
Islands; St. Thomas administrator 
Louis Boschulte; Meherangiz Munsiff, 
a traveling teacher from the United 
Kingdom; and Jean Randazzo, a mem
ber of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Virgin Islands. 

neers ... Nineteen volunteers 
monthly visit nineteen Departments." 

United States-"High spirit gener
ated by release House of Justice 
Riqvan message, appearance Hand 
Cause Sears. Loving candid interac
tions between National Assembly and 
delegates at our annual Convention 
portends renewed vigor American 
community." 

Venezuela-' 'Convention coinciding 
dedication new Gardevi Institute, Ocu-': 
mare." 

Virgin Islands-"Our annual bud
geted contributions general fund ex
ceeded, due generosity, devotion be-
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lievers this national region." 

Other Assemblies who sent lo\·ing 
greetings to the World Centre wer~ 
Belize, Bolivia, French Antilles, Gua
temala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras. 
Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, and the 
Windward Islands. 

ASIA 

Burma-"Over a thousand friends. 
We als(' had youth and children train
ing classes." 

Hong Kong-"The Riqvan Festival 
was launched with media coverage 
made possible by the blood of the mar
tyrs ... The delegates proposed to 
channel the already active youth into a 
Baha'i Youth Clyb with government 
recognition, and to provide training in 
public speaking. With sacrifice and 
through universal participation the 
friends at Convention set and achieved 
a goal of 10,000 Hong Kong dollars as 
a gift of love to the Supreme Body. 
which the incoming ~ational Assemblv 
has pledged to match ... Determined 
to achieve all goals of the Plan. We see 
this as our covenant with you." 

Japan-"Visit to construction site 
for new National Center and site for 
future House of Worship heartened be
lievers who extended Convention 
period for further consultation." 

Korea-"Four Auxiliary Boare 
members contributed much to spiri~ 
and consultation ... Surpassed !'ia-

tional Fund goal." 

Malaysia-" Inspired presence be
loved Hand Collis Featherstone ... 66 
delegates and 366 observers ... simul
taneously held Conference native be
lievers. " 

~epal (re-formed after a six-year 
hiatus)-"With joyful hearts pleased' 
inform Nepal Convention successfully 
held ... 25 delegates, many observ
ers. " 

Singapore-"Hand Cause Feather
stone's message on urgency of teaching 
timely and stimulating. Deeply mov
ed ... Vigor and enthusiasm evident 
in consultation ... NSA project 'Year 
for Teaching.' " 

Sri Lanka-" Announce in pursu
ance honor memory of martyrs, com
pletion of all quantitative goals of sec
ond phase of Seven Year Plan . . . 113 
Local Assemblies elected including 48 
new ones ... number new believers 
since last Riqvan is 898. As token of 
special devotion this Convention has 
grasped the priceless opportunity while 
time still remains to contribute towards 
Seat of your august Body and collected 
Rupees 6,870.25 (U.S. $343.50) ... in 
addition to other pledges for various 
budgetary goals totaling Rs. 10,000 per 
month. " 

Thailand-" Launching immediately 
three-day institute followed by seven
day teaching campaign central Thai
land dedicated Greatest Holy Leaf. 19 
travel teachers volunteered ... Funds 
fully contributed, cash 30,399 Baht, 
pledges 156,129 Baht. Thai Baha'is re
solve open all 13 goal Provinces as 
soon as possible." 

Encouraging cables also came from 
I ndia, Pakistan, Sikkim, the Philip
pines, and Turkey. 

AUSTRALASIA 

Australia-"Determined, this mo
mentous year ... proclaim Cause 
Baha'u'llah all strata society." 

Caroline Islands-"Spirit Caroline 
Islands uplifted much progress ac
complishment goals ... Eleven As
semblies confirmed." 

Fiji Islands-"Overjoyed, encour
aged positive loving spirit understand
ing, determination friends ... Emerg
ing maturity Fiji community evident." 

Hawaiian Islands-"Increased pub-



lie awareness of the Faith was evi
denced with the passage of a resolution 
in the Hawaii State Senate on April 23, 
1982, urging the pursuit of all available 
means to put an end to the campaign of 
genocide against the Baha'is of 
Iran ... 

"Assembled delegates, Board mem
bers, guests stirred by presentation 'A 
Cry from the Heart. ' All present 
brought to tears overpowering emo
tional response supreme sacrifices of
fered by our beloved brothers and sis
ters Cradle Faith. Hand Sears imagery 
(of) impossibility destruction orange 
tree blessed Bab symbolized our un
shakeable confidence futility enemies 
annihilate Faith of God. United Con
vention spontaneously sang 'Allah-u
Abba.' Stunned silence broken chant
ing name Baha'u'llah cemented hearts 
knowledge pride being Baha'i ... " 

Kiribati-' 'Overjoyed victories 
achieved, saddened persecution friends 
in Iran. 50 Assemblies elected and ex
pect more . . ." 

Marshall Islands-"Convention 
held National Center, 18 delegates at
tended, over 100 friends." 

New Caledonia-"Delighted to in
form excellent Convention, high and 
determined spirit . . ." 

New Zealand-"Convention mark
ing twenty-fifth year anniversary estab
lishment National Spiritual Assembly, 
70th year arrival Faith New Zea
land ... Resolve accomplish goals, 
memory sacrifices sufferings devoted 
Iranian friends." 

Papua New Guinea-"High atten
dance 42 delegates, many new pio
neers, believers." 

Samoa-"The love of Baha'u'llah is 
continually growing in our islands and 
is evident in numerous new faces at this 
Convention. " 

Solomons-" Joyfully report 34 
delegates attended Convention ... ten 
souls arose teaching deepening com
mencing Convention close ... mature 
attitude, positive spirit prevailed 
throughout. " 

Tonga-"Determined accomplish 
all goals, dedicate efforts to oppressed 
brothers Iran." 

Tuvalu-"Convention attended by 
all delegates ... Anticipating buoyant 
activities year ahead." 

Vanuatu-" 16 delegates, including 
1 0 at their first Convention, with over 
200 friends. Delegates joyful, eager 
share ideas future expansion Faith 
Vanuatu, anxious fan fire now ablaze 
Tanna." 

EUROPE 

Denmark-"Hearts filled love 
Baba'u'lhlh ... Challenged (by) suf
fering, devotion Baha'is Iran, con
scious unique opportunity vital procla
mation, teaching. Community resolved 
financial independence." 

France-"In presence Hands of the 
Cause Giachery, Khadem ... 182 par
ticipants 139th Convention consider 
galvanizing messages." 

Germany-" ... About 400 friends. 
Uplifting spirit of devotion and har
mony. " 

Iceland-"80 friends gathered 11th 
National Convention Baha'is Ice
land ... Deliberations delegates on 
teaching, deepening, child and youth 
education and overseas goals rich and 
fruitful, boding well. promise coming 
year. " 

Ireland-"Concerned worthily serve 
Cause while emerging from obscu-

Shown here are most of the delegates 
and guests at the Bahd'{ National Con
vention of Kiribati (formerly the Gil
bert Islands), held April 3D-May 2 in 
Bikenibeu, Tarawa. A special guest 
was Counsellor Owen Battrick (center 

rity . . . tackle remammg goals Plan, 
mindful qualititative goals ... deter
mined achieve wider participation con
tribution Fund, establish firm base 
child education. Friends eager, ready 
serve participants historic Confer
ence ... Witness larger conversion, 
rising prestige Cause God this land." 

Portugal-"Happy report increase 
LSA's, attainment Fund goal." 

Switzerland-" 36 delegates ... and 
150 Swiss friends ... Uplifted by ar
dor to serve beloved Cause, all firmlv 
pledged to considerably increase their 
efforts following example friends hero
ically dedicated in Cradle Faith." 

United Kingdom-"650 believers 85 
delegates pledged fulfillment Master's 
prophecy seize torch fettered hands be
lievers Iran, set western world on 
fire ... Convention inspired through 
life Greatest Holy Leaf and spiritual 
forces released martyrs Iran, gener
ating powerful cohesion youth and vet
eran believers." 

Other European Assemblies cabling 
good news from Conventions were 
Austria, Cyprus, Greece, Italy, the 
Netherlands, and Spain. 

wearing glasses and holding the Great
est Name). Also holding the Greatest 
Name is Tebutii Hicking, secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of· 
Kiribati. 
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Ecuador 

32 schools participate as Radio Baha'i 
hosts fourth Naw-Ruz Music Festival 

Radio Baha'i's fourth annual Chil
dren's Festival, "Guaguamanta Gua
guapag" (By the Children, for the 
Children), held at Naw-Ruz 1982, was 
a smashing success and bigger than 
ever, attracting more than 2,000 chil
dren and adults from Ecuador's Pi
chincha and Imbabura provinces as 
well as many dignitaries. 

Thirty-two rural schools were invited 
to participate in this year's event, thus 
broadening the scope of the festival to 
include the isolated mountain village of 
Pesillo to the south and an all-black 
rural school of El Chota to the north as 
well as the urban schools within Ota
valo itself. 

Many schools were found to be pre
paring for their performances even be
fore they were invited. Spot announce
ments on Radio Baha'i promoted the 
event. 

The festival sponsors, Radio Baha'i 
and its Radio Rural Development Project, 
"Caminando Juntos," also invited 
many political, cultural and educa
tional officials including the Ecua
dorian Minister of Education. 

Speaking from the colorfully deco
rated stage, constructed in the barrio 
court near the studios of Radio Baha'i, 
Clemencia Pav6n de Zuleta, the Cami
nandos Juntos project director, greeted 
the crowd, emphasizing the importance 
of promoting cultural and artistiC ex
pression among the indigenous people 
of the region. She also mentioned the 
great importance of child education. 

Marcelo Quinteros, executive man
ager of Radio Baha'i, and its in
digenous National Assembly member, 
Maria Perugachi, acted as masters of 
ceremonies for the festival. 

Children from 13 rural schools par
ticipated in the three-hour event, which 
was broadcast live over Radio Baha'i. 
Segments also were video taped for a 
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Three young boys from the Quin
chuqui School, who won in the poetry 
category in the fourth annual Chil
dren's Festival sponsored by Radio Ba
M'( in Ecuador, perform on Tele
Amazonas in Quito, the largest tele
vision station in Ecuador. 

Girls and boys from the EI Chota com
munity in Ecuador are shown inter
preting the traditional "bottle dance, " 
in which girls dance with bottles on 
their heads, for a telecast on Tele
Amazonas in Quito, the largest tele
vision station in the country. The 
school shared the top prize in dance at 
the fourth annual Children's Festival 
sponsored by Radio Bah(i'l: 



visual report to the World Centre in 
Haifa. 

This year's festival was divided into 
four artistic categories: folk dance, 
song, drama, and poetry. The panel of 
judges, led by Dr. Rafael Pav6n, in
cluded two school superintendents, an 
indigenous Quechua language univer
sity professor, and the director of a 
primary and secondary school. 

Among those attending was the rep
resentative to Ecuador of the Canadian 
International Development Agency 
(CIDA), who spoke on behalf of the 
Canadian ambassador. 

Also present were the superintendent 
of schools representing the Provincial 
Director of Education for Imbabura; 
the director of the Otavalo Ecuadorian 
Cultural Center; the representative of 

- small industries to the Ecuadorian 
House of Representatives; the director 
of the weekly newspaper, Presencia, 
and others. 

Each of them extolled in glowing 
terms the educational, cultural and 
spiritual work of Radio Baha'{ and its 
Radio Rural Development Project as 
well as the ongoing festivals. 

In the dance category, the festival 
winners were the all-black school from 
FJ Chota and another school from Miguel 
Egas. 

First place in song was won by the 
Pesillo School; Quinchuquf School 
won the poetry award, and the Peguchi 
School won first place in drama for 
its representation of the S1. John 

\ 

masquerade festivities that are popular 
in the communities around Otavalo. 

Each winning school received di
dactic materials such as a large map of 
Ecuador, boxes of chalk, erasers, etc. 

After the festival, winning schools 
traveled to Ecuador's capital city of 
Quito and performed on Tele-Amazo
nas, the largest television station in the 
country. 

They were video taped on a popular 
children's program that aired on April 
6 and 7, 1982, and has been seen a 
number of times since. 

Two girls from Cuicocha, Ecuador, 
sing a typical song of the Imbabura 
Valley during the fourth annual Chil
dren's Festival sponsored last March 
by Radio BaM'(. 

Shown are some of the 2,()()() people 
who gathered in Otavalo, Ecuador, last 
March 2 J for the fourth annual Chil
dren's Festival sponsored by Radio Ba
hei'( and its Radio Rural Development 
Project, "Caminando Juntos. " 
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Peru 

Radio Baha'i in Chucuito music festival 

On Sunday, March 21, Radio Baha'i 
in Puno, Peru, participated in a folk 
music festival, the opening event in a 
week-long celebration of the 417th an
niversary of the founding of the village 
of Chucuito. 

The festival was organized by the 
Municipality of Chucuito, the district 
administration of the Ministry of Edu
cation, and Radio Baha'i, marking the 
first occasion on which a Baha'i radio 
station has collaborated with other or
ganizations to sponsor such an event. 

A crowd of about 2,000 witnessed 
the competition, which was limited to 
one kind of instrument, the flute-like 
chacallada, and the drums and dancers 
that accompany its melodies. 

Presentation of the groups and com
mentary on their dances was offered by 
Radio Baha'{ announcers in three lan
guages: Aymara, Quechua and Span-

A young native musIcian (center) is 
honored by the judges jor his talent 
with a special prize. At right is Michael 
Stokes, a representative oj Radio Ba-
L"(' • 
flU I. 
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ish. 
Chucuito, historically significant for 

its Inca ruins, and graced by two 
churches that date from the Spanish 
colonial era, is gaining new recognition 
throughout the Lake Titicaca area as 
the community where Radio Baha'{ is 
based. Only those who understand the 
meaning of the Cause of God now rea-

lize the potential of this community as 
a center of education and spiritual il
lumination for the people of the alti- . 
plano, thanks to the station's presence 
there. But already this "new neigh
bor," Radio Baha'i, was a cause for 
celebration as Chucuito observed ano
ther year in its long and colorful his
tory. 



United States 

. In Iowa, 23 Cambodians embrace Cause 

Twenty-three Cambodians who now 
live in Des Moines, Iowa, have recently 
become Baha'is, and several other 
Cambodian families there are studying 
the Faith. 

The influx began last fall when the 
Baha'is of Des Moines agreed to spon
sor a Cambodian refugee family as a 
community project. 

Nath Khvien, his wife, Saran Kong, 
and their two daughters, ages 6 years 
and 3 weeks, arrived in Des Moines in 
September 1981. 

After Mr. Khvien repeatedly told a 
local believer he wished to study the 
Faith, firesides were organized and 
held. 

After attending about six firesides, 
Mr. and Mrs. Khvien both signed dec
laration cards and were enrolled by the 
Spiritual Assembly of Des Moines. 

Taking quite seriously Baha'u'llab's 
injunction to teach the Faith, these new 
believers immediately told all of their 
Cambodian friends about it. 

Mr. Khvien translated a teaching 
booklet into Cambodian so that he 
could use it to tell others about the 
Faith at a fireside that was attended by 
more than 20 Cambodian adults and as 
many children along with some of the 
local Baha'is. 

Interest was high at that meeting, so 
the Des Moines Assembly rented a 
park shelter house once a month at 
which meetings were held in April, 
May and June. 

Since most of the Cambodians in the 
area had no transportation, Baha'is 
from nearby suburbs joined with the 
friends in Des Moines to provide trans
portation to and from the meetings. 

By June, the Des Moines Assembly 
had appointed an Inter-community 
Asian Teaching Committee to plan the 
gatherings that now included music, 
games, refreshments, and a brief bi-

lingual presentation of the Teachings. 
At the request of the Cambodians, 

the meetings were increased to two 
each month. 

Literature in Cambodian was re
quested from the Universal House of 
Justice, and four pamphlets in that 
language later arrived and were dis
tributed at a fireside held on July 2. 

After the Cambodians who were 
present at that meeting read authentic 
translations of Baha'i prayers in their 
own language, many were heard to say, 
"Now I understand." 

Before the evening was over, 12 
Cambodian adults and two youth had 
declared their belief in Baha'u'lhih. 

Later in July, another seven Cam
bodians were enrolled in the Faith, 

Twelve Cambodiansfrom among those 
who attended this fireside July 2 in Des 
Moines, Iowa, declared their belief in 

bringing the total number so far to 23. 

The Spiritual Assembly of Des 
Moines is meeting frequently to work 
out details of enrollments, plan chil
dren's classes for a community that has 
suddenly more than doubled in size, 
and look for a larger meeting place. 

Meanwhile, the teaching work 
among the Cambodians J~oes on. Six 
other families who have attended fire
sides are interested in continuing to 
learn about the Faith. 

Several hundred more Cambodians 
are scheduled to arrive in Des Moines 
in the near future, and Mr. Khvien 
plans to contact each of them per
sonally with the Message of Baha
'u'lhih. 

Bahd'u'lldh after the meeting. A total 
of 23 Cambodians in that Iowa city 
have recently embraced the Faith. 
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The world 

Brazil's National Senate records 
\ 

its first official mention of Faith 

The first mention of the Faith in the 
official record of the Brazilian govern
ment appears in the May I, 1982, issue 
of "Diano Official," the record of 
Brazil's National Senate, the upper 
chamber of that country's Congress. 

Entitled "Situation of Extreme Per
secution in Which the Sect of the Ba
ha'is of Iran Is Now Encountered," 
the article includes the transcript of a 
speech made in the Brazilian Senate by 
Sen. Leite Chaves. 

The senator describes his meeting 
with Auxiliary Board member Guity 
Milani and her son, and a letter that he 
received from the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Brazil in response to his 
request for more information about 
the persecution of Baha'is in Iran. 

Documents included by Sen. Chaves 
include an article, first published in 
London, that was later translated .and 

India 
Members of a new tribe were en

rolled in the Faith during the first Ba
ha'i Summer School in Tamil Nadu 
(formerly Madras State), in southern 
India, bringing to more than 60 the 
number of tribal groups represented in 
India's Baha'i population. 

The self-supporting Baha'i school, 
held early in June in Yercaud, was at
tended by three members of the Aux
iliary Board. 

Following the school, a group of the 
friends began a teaching campaign 
dedicated to Amoz Gibson, a member 
of the Universal House of Justice who 
died in May. 

After a strong Local Assembly was 
formed in Yercaud, more than 400 
people were enrolled in the Faith, most 
of them members of one tribe. 

The goal of the campaign is to enroll 
10,000 tribal members from 68 vil
lages. 
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published in the Rio de Janeiro jour
nal, "0 Globo." 

The article, entitled "Baha'is of 
Iran, a Persecuted and Massacred 
Faith," includes a history of the Faith, 
a description of its tenets, the history 
of past and present persecutions in 
Iran, and a list of recent martyrs and 
reasons for their executions provided 
by the Iranian government. 

Sen. Chaves makes a strong appeal 
to the Brazilian minister of foreign af
fairs to use his influence with the Iran-

Madagascar 

Continental Counsel/or Shidan Fat'he
Aazam (seated third from left) is 
shown with members oj the National 
Spiritual Assembly oj Madagascar who 
were elected during that country's 11th 
National Convention this year. Mem
bers oj the National Assembly are 
(seated left to right) Faramala Razaka, 

ian Embassy to put a stop to the pres
ent violations of human rights in Iran. 

He then requests a motion that the 
Senate express its solidarity with the 
Faith to the Baha'i National Conven
tion, which was then in session in Sao 
Paulo, and that "such violence and so 
much suffering in relation to the fol
lowers of this religion should cease, as 
it should, in the country of its birth and 
of the Founder, where He had received 
the inspiration to create it and to 
spread it throughout the world." 

Guy Razaka (chairman), Voahangy 
Rasamisoa, Jean-ReI/on Rasandrata
narivo, Loulou Rajaonarivo (vice
chairman), and (standing left to right) 
Kistnasamy N. Appasawmy, Rabe
manantsoa (treasurer), Fred Bastian, 
Raharivola Andrianivahoaka (secre
tary). 

I 

I 
I 
! 
! 



South and West Africa 

Delegates and guests at the BahQ'{ Na- Africa, which was held May 1-2 in Ika
tional Convention of South and West geng Township, near Potchefstroom 

Transkei 
Eighteen delegates and 33 guests 

from 13 localities in Transkei attended 
that country's third Baha'i National 
Convention, held April 30-May 2 in the 
newly acquired J:la~ratu 'I-Quds in 
Umata. 

Among the guests were Auxiliary 
Board member Thozamile Nomvete 
and three Baha'is from Lesotho. 

Delegates consulted on goals for 
Transkei that include raising the num
ber of Local Assemblies to 80, increas
ing the number of Baha'i localities to 
180, and pursuing a program of spiri
tual enrichment. 

Consultation also centered on the 
need for more Local Assemblies to 
contribute to the Fund, teaching work 
in secondary schools, and the goal of 
acquiring more local Centers in Trans
kei. 

The following cablegram was sent 
from the Convention to the Universal 
House of Justice: 

"DELEGATES AND FRIENDS 
GATHERED THIRD ANNUAL 
CONVENTION TRANSKEI FIRST 
IN OWN NATIONAL CENTRE IN
SPIRED YOUR RI:PV AN MESSAGE 
DETERMINED ACHIEVE ALL 
GOALS PHASED OVER NEXT 
TWO YEARS IMPLORE PRAYERS 
HOL Y THRESHOLD CONFIRMA
TIONS BLESSED BEAUTY." 

New Caledonia 

Bahd'{s and their guests are shown at 
the dedication last January 30 of the 
new Bahd'{ Center in Nakety, New 
Caledonia. Designed as a traditional-

One hundred non-Baha'i guests were 
among those who attended the dedica
tion January 30 of a new Baha'i Center 
in Nakety, New Caledonia, that was 
built by Baha'is from ile Mare in the 
Loyalty Islands group. 

In speaking at the dedication, the lo
cal "customary" chiefs pledged to re
spect the progress of the Cause in that 
area because, they said, they were 
touched by the spirit of unity between 

and about 60 miles from Johannes
burg. 

style hut, the Center was built for the 
Bahd'{s of Nakety by believers from 
nearby Mare Island. 

the Baha'is of New Caledonia and 
those from ile Mare. 

An arrow symbolizing the solid es
tablishment of the Faith in the area was 
planted in the ground of Nakety. The 
area's only television station broadcast 
a four-minute report of the dedication 
that included a description of the 
Faith's message of unity and the Name 
of Baha'u'llflh. 
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Haiti 

Inspired by its consultation with 
Counsellor Dr. Farzam Arbab during 
and after the National Convention, the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Haiti, 
in conjunction with the Auxiliary 
Board, has launched a three-fold plan 
centering around teaching and consoli
dation teams, the translation and pro
duction of educational materials, and 
training institutes for team members 
and children's teachers. 

Thirty-eight Baha'is from seven 
widely scattered localities in Haiti were 
trained during an institute April 2-8 at 
the Anis Zunuzi Baha'i School in Lila
vois to lead children's classes and 
deepening sessions in rural- commu
nities. 

Classes focused on the Local Spiri
tual Assembly, the Baha'i education of 
children, the Covenant, and individual 
initiative in meeting the goals of the 
Seven Year Plan. 

Non-Baha'i guest speakers at the in
stitute discussed malnutrition, early 
childhood stimulation, agricultural co
operatives, and self-sufficiency. 

Each evening, local residents of Lila
vois were invited to attend Baha'i
sponsored activities including showings 
of the film, "The Green Light Expedi
tion," an introductory presentation of 
the Faith, dancing, and football 
matches. As a result, five local resi
dents embraced the Faith. 

Two months after the institute, 
seven teams of teachers were func
tioning in and around the major cities 
in Haiti. 
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Team members visit goal localities 
regularly, contact local believers, con
duct children's classes, encourage Lo
cal Assemblies, and deepen with the 
friends. 

The National Spiritual Assembly re
ported at the Baha'i National Con-

West Germany 

A uxiliary Board member Rene Jean
Baptiste leads a discussion of the prin
ciples of BaM'I education during a 
special deepening institute held April 
2-8 at the Anis Zunuzi BaM'( School in 
Lilavois, Haiti. 

venti on that as a result of the new team 
approach, 1 S localities in Haiti now 
have regular children's classes. Also, 
18 communities conducted their own 
elections of Local Spiritual Assemblies 
at RiQvan without any assistance. 

Members of the Bahd'( community of from left), a member of the National 
Rosenheim, West Germany, are shown Spiritual Assembly of Hong Kong, 
with King Chiu Pau (standing sixth who visited their community in June. 

A deepening on the progress of the 
Faith in Southeast Asia was presented 
in June to members of the Baha'i com
munity of Rosenheim, West Germany, 
by King Chiu (Charlie) Pau, a member 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Hong Kong. 

Following his presentation, Mr. Pau 
prepared and served a Chinese dinner 

to IS Baha'is and their guests, after 
which he conducted a fireside. 

Rosenheim, on Germany's southern 
border, formed its first Spiritual As
sembly in March through the efforts of 
pioneers from Bahrain, The Nether
lands, Germany, Iran and the United 
States. 



The Netherlands 

Two leading magazines in The 
Netherlands recently published ac
counts of the persecutions of Baha'is in 
Iran. 

Anton Wessels, a professor at the 
Free University of Amsterdam, wrote a 
positive and friendly account of the 
Bah"i situation for the February 20 
issue of Hervormd Nederland. an ecu
menical magazine that is widely read in 
church circles. 

In March, Prof. Jan Peters, a lec
turer on Islam at the Catholic Univer-

Pakistan 

Shown are delegates and guests at a 
special election of the National Spiri
tual Assembly of Pakistan that was 
held June 11. Seated in the second row 
(center) are Counsellors Burhdni'd-Din 
A/$hln and Dr. Sabir Afaqi. Four 

During a visit to Pakistan from May 
17-22, the Hand of the Cause of God 
H. Collis Featherstone met with mem
bers of the Baha'i communities of Ka
rachi, Lahore, Rawalpindi and Islama
bad. 

Baha'is from surrounding commu
nities joined the friends in Karachi on 
May 18 to greet Mr. Featherstone and 
his wife, Madge. On his visits to the 
three other cities, Mr. Featherstone 
was accompanied by Counsellor Bur
hani'd-Din Afshin. 

The Hand of the Cause discussed 
basic Baha'i principles during a well
attended study class May 21 in Karachi 
that was organized by the Auxiliary 
Board members in Pakistan. 

He also spoke about the life of the 
Greatest Holy Leaf during the day-

sity in Nijmegen, wrote a reasonably 
accurate review of the history and 
teachings of the Faith for an eminent 
Roman Catholic journal, De Bazauin. 

Also, four Dutch Baha'i youth were 
interviewed March 17 on a popular 
radio program for young people. The 
interviews, positive in tone, made up' a 
2O-minute segment of the program. 

On May 11, a weekly TV news pro
gram devoted 1 S minutes to the plight 
of Baha'is in Iran. Included were in
terviews with a Baha'i who recently left 

members of the Auxiliary Board also 
were present. The Universal House of 
Justice called the special election when 
it found the tellers' report of the 
Riqvdn election unacceptable. 

long meeting. 
The following day, Mr. and Mrs. 

Featherstone left Pakistan for Kuwait. 

In a cable dated May 24, the Uni
versal House of Justice authorized 
Counsellors for Asia Burhani'd-Dln 
Afshin and Dr. Sabir Afaqi to arrange 
for a new election of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Pakistan. 

The new election was called for when 
the Supreme Body found the tellers' 
report from the regular national elec
tion unacceptable. 

Working with members of the Auxil
iary Board and their assistants, the 
Counsellors arranged for the election 
to be held June 11. At that time a new 
National Spiritual Assembly was 
elected. 

Iran, a relative of a Baha'I who was 
martyred, and the secretary of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of The 
Netherlands. 

The program featured shots of the 
opening of this year's National Con
vention in The Netherlands and photos 
that provided evidence of persecutions 
in Iran. It concluded with a direct ap
peal to the Dutch Parliament to raise 
its voice for the protection of Baha'is 
in Iran. 

Zimbabwe 
Students and facuity at schools and 

universities in Zimbabwe have been 
designated a "target population" for 
teaching work during the second phase 
of the Seven Year Plan. 

In Mashonaland, where the capital 
city of Harare (formerly Salisbury) is 
located, 22 high schools, colleges and 
training institutes had Baha'i visitors 
during the past year. 

The Faith was described to more 
than S ,000 students and teachers at sec
ondary schools, high schools, colleges 
and training institutes in Zimbabwe. 
As a result, 87 students and 11 teachers 
declared their belief in Baha'u'llah. 

In the Midlands, a total of 2,600 
people at nine secondary schools and 
institutes were reached with the Mes
sage of Baha'u'llah. 

The Faith is now included in the re
ligious studies syllabus on "The Major 
Religions" at the Mkoba Teacher 
Training Institute ih Gweru (formerly 
Gwelo). 

In addition, Baha'i literature has 
been presented to school libraries, and 
pamphlets have been given to head
masters and deputy headmasters of 
various schools throughout Zimbabwe. 

Japan 
Hideya Suzuki, a member of the 

Continental Board of Counsellors for 
Asia, was the guest speaker at a public 
meeting March 22 in Okinawa that was 
arranged by six resident believers and 
attended by 20 seekers. 

The Counsellor spoke about the sig
nificance of Naw-Ruz and the need for 
an international auxiliary language. 
Later, he answered many questions 
from members of the audience. 
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Alaska 
This aerial view of the Chilkat Valley 
Baha'i School near Haines in south
eastern Alaska shows the main build
ing (foreground), which houses the 
library on its first floor and caretakers' 
quarters on the second, and the class
room building (cear) to which a kitchen 
has now been added. At the left are 
two dormitory buildings. The property 
was purchased in July 1979 by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Alaska. 
Three weeks later, a Baha'I' summer 
school was held there. 

More than 110 people including 25 
youth attended a Baha'i conference Laos 
May 29-30 in Wildwood, Alaska, 
whose theme was "Excellence in All 
Things." 

Speakers included National Spiritual 
Assembly members J etta Brewer, who 
spoke on "Social Life-In and Out of 
the Faith," and John Kolstoe, who de
scribed "The Power of Divine Assis
tance. " 

Other presentations focused on tests 
and obedience, character, Baha'i fam
ily life, prayer, and nutrition. "Keys to 
Coping" was the topic of a presen
tation at a public meeting held during 
the conference. 

The youth organized games for rec
reation and fellowship. The cost of the 
conference was more than offset by do
nations from participants, and the ex
cess was given to the National Fund. 

Ethiopia 
A special teaching conference for 

visually handicapped Baha'is was held 
February 20 at the Baha'i National 
Center in Addis Ababa. Ethiopia. 

In the spirit of the United Nations 
Year of the Disabled. the program that 
was arranged by the Service for the 
Blind Committee was designed to en
courage the 17 blind believers in that 
community to take a more active part 
in Baha'i activities. 

Blind Baha'is took part in the pro
gram's preparation and in presenta
tions that covered the coming of Baha
'u'llah, the importance of teaching. 
and living the Baha'i life. 
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The Ban Amon Baha'{Center was built 
four years ago on the Baha'I' Temple 
property east of Vientiane, Laos. The 
first formal function held at the Center 
was a special meeting last January 31 

Costa Rica 
The Baha'i communities of Santa 

Ana and Ciudad Colon. Costa Rica. 
recently decided to compete to see 
which of the two could double its 
numbers in the shortest time. 

The prize would be a party given by 
the loser for the winning community. 

Santa Ana doubled its membershir 
first. enrolling 23 new believers 
through efforts that focused on weekly 

that was attended by local and district 
officials and by non-Baha'i parents of 
children who are enrolled in weekly Ba
hd'{ children's classes. 

firesides that were attended by 30 to 40 
seekers. 

Since then, Baha'is in Ciudad Colon 
have begun holding weekly meetings 
for Baha'i women and their guests to 
help develop their craft skills and to 
conduct Baha'i classes for pre-school 
children. Both activities fill local com
munity goa;~ of the Seven Year Plan. 



Dominican Republic 

Three new Local Spiritual Assem
blies were formed and 94 people were 
enrolled in the Faith during a recent 
t~aching effort in the northwestern 
area of the Dominican Republic by a 
group of 23 Baha'is. 

The teaching campaign began after a 
teacher-training session at a Baha'i 
school. All of the participants, who 
were divided into teams of four mem-

Australia 
The Faith was the subject of two na

tionwide television programs in Aus
tralia on the weekend of May 29-30. 

Featured in one of the two IS-minute 
programs was the Hand of the Cause 
of God Amatu'l-Baha Rul}iyyih 
Khanum. Described by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Australia as "ex
tremely well done," the program in
cluded views of the Shrine of the Bab, 
the Seat of the Universal House of Jus
tice, the International Archives, the 
Mansion of Bahji, and the House of 
Worship near Sydney, Australia. 

The second program telecast nation
wide was described by the National 
Spiritual Assembly as "a well-balanced 
and sympathetic presentation" of the 
Faith and the current persecution of 
Baha'is in Iran. 

bers each. concentrated on money-sav
ing tactics to make their teaching funds 
stretch as far as possible. 

More than 80 people attended an 
evening unity feast held during the an
nual National Youth Conference in 
San Juan de la Maguana. Dominican 
Republic. 

The conference, which began with a 

Taiwan 

Members of the Committee for the 
Study of the Standardization of the 
Representation of Baha'I Terminology 
in Chinese Characters are shown dur
ing their first meeting in August 1981 
in Taiwan. The committee's first task 
was to produce a list of more than 100 
Baha'I terms in Chinese. The work has 

Participants in the Dominican Repub
lic's Baha'I Summer School held June 
10-13 are shown at the home of a Ba
ha'I family that was the site of the ses
sions. 

large outdoor picnic, was held in the 
San Juan de la Maguana City Hall. 
Publicity included announcements on 
three radio stations. 

On the last day of the youth con
ference. two young people from San 
Juan de la Maguana declared their be
lief in Baha'u'lhih. 

been shared with National Spiritual 
Assemblies and Publishing Trusts in
volved in the production of Baha'i lit
erature in Chinese. Committee mem
bers are (left to right) David Huang, So 
Aik Ling, Tsui Siu Hing, Kueh Lip 
Kuang, James Keenan. 
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International Conferences 

Dublin: Awakening the 'spiritual heart' 

The first of the Baba'i International 
Conferences called for by the Universal 
House of Justice during the Seven Year 
Plan was held June 25-27 at the head
quarters of the Royal Dublin Society in 
Dublin, Ireland. 

The conference, attended by 1,854 
adults, youth and children, was dedi
cated to the memory of Bahiyyih 
Khanum, the Greatest Holy Leaf, who 
passed to the Abba Kingdom 50 years 
ago. 

The Universal House of Justice was 
represented by the Hand of the Cause 
of God H. Collis Featherstone. Also 
attending were the Hand of the Cause 
of God John Robarts and eight mem
bers of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors for Europe. 

In his welcoming address, the chair
man of the host National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of Ireland stress
ed the significance of the conference 
for a European continent that has 
grown spiritually cold. 

Mr. Featherstone read a message to 

the Conference from the Supreme 
Body in which the urgency of re
awakening the spiritual heart of Eu
rope was stressed. He then called on 
the friends to arise to meet that 
spiritual challenge. 

Later, following a special tribute to 

the Greatest Holy Leaf, Mr. Feather
stone spoke about the "pattern of Ba
M'i life," and Counsellor Adib Taher
zadeh discussed "the power of divine 
assistance. " 
Special reception 

The Hands of the Cause and Coun
sellors met prominent members of Irish 
society during a special reception that 
also was attended by the Australian 
ambassador, representatives from sev
eral other embassies, a former deputy 
prime minister of Ireland, and a 
former special adviser to the cabinet. 

The Hands of the Cause of God H. 
Collis Featherstone (third from left) 
and John Robarts (right) and their 
wives listen attentively from their front 
row seats in the Royal Dublin Society 
Hall at the first of five Bahd'i Inter
national Conferences to be held during 

During the second day of the Con
ference, Mr. Robarts discussed the sig
nificance of the Local Spiritual As
sembly, and Counsellor Agnes Ghaz
navi spoke about Baha'i family life. 

Later that day, Counsellor Betty 
Reed presented a pictorial report of the 
present status of Local Spiritual As
sembly goals in Europe. During the 
evening session, Dr. Taherzadeh in
vited Baha'is who had been moved to 
consider pioneering to join him on 
stage. Nearly 80 of those present re
sponded to help fill some of the re
maining goals in Europe. 

During the final day of the Con
ference Mr. Robarts pres.ented several 
powerful examples of teaching activity. 

a three-month period in 1982. The 
Dublin Conference drew an audience 
of nearly 1,900 Bahd '(s from 60 coun
tries. Like the other Conferences, it 
was dedicated to the memory of Ba
hiyyih Khdnum, the Greatest Holy 
Leaf. 

His stories underscored the way in 
which teachers' efforts and sacrifices 
are richly rewarded. 

Counsellor Taherzadeh dedicated his 
presentation, "The Onward March of 
the Faith," to the martyrs in Iran. He 
reemphasized the importance of bring
ing the Faith constantly and unhesi
tatingly to the masses in Europe. 

The Conference included a rich mix
ture of musical entertainment that in
cluded performances by "The Dawn
breakers," a singing group from Aus
tria, and a special Conference theme 
that was composed in honor of the 
Greatest Holy Leaf by two Baha'is 
from Ireland. 

News coverage of the Conference in-
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cluded excellent reports on television, 
radio and in the press. 

The unprecedented television cover
age was highlighted by a report on the 
main evening news program and a sep
arate I5-minute feature in a program 
on religion. 
Excellent coverage 

The excellent radio coverage in
cluded reports during four separate 
programs and a broadcast of the first 
Irish-language interview on the Faith. 

Articles about the Conference ap
peared in both the national and Dublin 
press with two especially well-written 
reports in The Irish Times, a leading 
newspaper. 

The final Conference session was 
closed by the two Hands of the Cause 
and also featured many of the 255 chil
dren present who filled the stage and 
sang some of the songs they had learn
ed during their separate children's con
ference sessions. 

Following the close of the historic 
International Conference, the flowers 
that had adorned the Conference stage 
were taken by the friends to be placed 
on the graves of the beloved Guardian, 
Shoghi Effendi, and the Hand of the 
Cause of God George Townshend. 
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The message from the Universal House of Justice to the Bahd'( I(lter
national Conference held June 25-27 in Dublin, Ireland: 

"The world is in travail and its agitation waxeth day by day. Such shall be its 
plight that to disclose it now would not be meet and seemly." 

The shattering blows dealt to the old, divisive system of the planet and the 
constantly accelerating decline in civilized life since that dire warning was ut
tered by BahA'u'llAh a hundred years ago, have brought mankind to its present 
appalling condition. Consideration of how the BahA'is of Europe, confronted 
by this situation, can meet their responsibilities, spiritually and actively, is the 
main purpose of this Conference. 

The holding of this Conference in Dublin calls to mind the historic and 
heroic services of Ireland in spreading the divine religion through pagan Eu
rope. Europe's response was to develop, through many vicissitudes, the most 
widespread and effective civilization known. That civilization, together with 
all other systems in the world, is now being rolled up, and Europe's plight in 
proportion to her former pre-eminence, is desperate indeed. 

By the same token her opportunity is correspondingly great. The challenges 
to her resilience, to her deep-seated spiritual vitality, nourished over the cen
turies by the Teachings of Christ-now, alas, neglected and even con
demned-can and must call forth a more magnificent response than was ever 
made by the divided and contending peoples of olden times. Yours is the task 
to arouse that response. The power of BahA'u'llAh is with you and this Day, as 
attested by the BAb, "is immensely exalted ... above the days of the Apostles 
of old." 

In this great Day, Europe is blessed as never before in its history, for the 
Manifestation of God, the Lord of Hosts, spent five years of His exiles within 
its borders, sending forth from His "remote prison" the frrst of those chal
lenging, world-shaking addresses to the kings and rulers, six of whom were Eu
ropean potentates. There is no authenticated record of a Manifestation of God 
ever before setting foot in Europe. 

You are engaged on a Seven Year Plan and have made devoted and sacri
ficial efforts to attain its objectives. But its ultimate purpose, as that of all 
other plans, namely the attracting of the masses of mankind to the all
embracing shelter of the Cause of God, still evades us. Particularly in Europe. 

We have not, as yet, found the secret of setting aglow the hearts of great 
numbers of Europeans with the divine fire. This must now be your constant 
preoccupation, the subject of your deliberations at this Conference, the pur
pose of your lives, to which you will attain "only if you arise to trample be
neath your feet every earthly desire . . ." 

We call upon every BahA'i in Europe to ponder this vital matter in his in
most soul, to consider what each may do to attract greater power to his efforts, 
to radiate more brilliantly and irresistibly the joyous, regenerating power of 
the Cause, so that the BahA'i community in every country in Europe may stand 
out as a beacon light repelling the dark shadows of godlessness and moral 
degradation now threatening to obliterate the last remnants of a dying order. 

We call upon"the Continental Board of Counsellors to consult following this 
Conference with every National Spiritual Assembly in Europe, and together, 
launch such a campaign of spiritualization of the BahA'i community, allied 
with intensified personal teaching, as has never been witnessed in your conti
nent. The goals of the Seven Year Plan can all be accomplished as the result of 
such a program and the European BahA'i community may achieve through it 
the spiritual force and character to demonstrate to a stricken and declining 
civilization the peace and joy and order of the long-awaited, Christ-promised 
Kingdom of God on earth. 

May the loving spirit and saintly life of the Greatest Holy Leaf, the fiftieth 
anniversary of whose ascension is commemorated in this Conference, imbue 
your thoughts and aspirations and resolves with that dedicated, self
sacrificing, utter devotion to BahA'u'llAh and His Cause which she so greatly 
exemplified. 



International Conferences 

Quito: Riding the 'high tide' of victory 

More than 1,300 Baha'is from 42 
countries gathered August 5-8 in 
Quito, Ecuador, nestled high in the 
towering Andes Mountains, for the Ba
ha'i International Conference of Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 

The Hand of the Cause of God Paul 
Haney represented the Universal 
House of Justice at the Quito Confer
ence, the second of five such gatherings 
to be held during 1982. The first was in 
Dublin, Ireland, and the others in La
gos, Nigeria; Montreal, Canada, and 
Canberra, Australia. 

Also attending the Conference in 
Quito were 13 Continental Counsel
lors, representatives of 24 of the 29 Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, and mem
bers of 21 Indian tribes from Bolivia, 
Brazil,· Canada, Chile, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Panama, Peru, the United 
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The Hand of the Cause of God Paul 
Haney, representing the Universal 
House of Justice, addresses the au-

States and Venezuela. 
This conference, like the other four 

held this year, was dedicated to the 
memory of Bahiyyih Khanum, the 
Greatest Holy Leaf, the 50th anniver
sary of whose ascension was observed 
throughout the Baha'i world in July. 

Among the Conference highlights 
were the presentation of the "Trail of 
Light" teaching team composed of in
digenous Baha'is from Alaska, Canada 
and the United States, and "Folklorico 
Night" during which more than 1,500 
Baha'is and their guests in the au
ditorium at Colegio Benalcazar en
joyed a program of songs, dances and 
comedy by Baha'i groups from Bo
livia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecua
dor, Peru, Puerto Rico and Venezuela. 

The Conference was opened Thurs
day evening, August 5. The guest 
speaker was Dr. Patricio Romero B., 

dience of more than J ,300 at the Bahd'{ 
International Conference in Quito, 
Ecuador. 

the prefect of Pichincha and second 
highest provincial official, who praised 
the Baha'is for their work and their 
ideals, and extended a warm welcome 
to those attending the Conference. 

The prefect was in turn welcomed by 
Mr. Haney, Counsellor Raul Pav6n, 
and Sr. Marcario Guillen, chairman of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Ecuador. 

Following the inauguration cere
mony about 300 people including an 
estimated 50 non-Baha'i dignitaries at
tended a banquet at the Hotel Col6n. 
Counsellor Pav6n spoke about the suf
fering and martyrdom of Baha'is in 
Iran, after which a musical program 
was presented by Mrs. Julia Stephens 
from Puerto Rico and Farzad Khosein, 
a pioneer to Ecuador from Iran. 

At the first full Conference session 
Friday morning, the message from the 
Universal House of Justice was read in 
English and Spanish by Mr. Haney. 
Sra. Marfa Perugachi, a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Ecua
dor who is an Otavalo Indian, trans
lated the message from Spanish into 
the Quechua language. 

In his opening address to the Con
ference, Mr. Haney, speaking again in 
English and Spanish, called attention 
to the message from the House of Jus
tice that referred to "the honor which 
Baha'u'llah has conferred upon the 
countries of the Americas, and the 
power of accomplishment which this 
brings to the inhabitants of those coun
tries who accept the Faith and arise to 
serve it." He said the Supreme Body 
was referring to the call in the Kitab-i
Aqdas addressed to the Presidents of 
the Republics of the Americas. 

Speaking of the Greatest Holy Leaf, 
Mr. Haney said, "Baha'u'llah, in a 
Tablet addressed to her, declared that 
her station was so great, her spirituality 
so profound, that her prayers would al-
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ways be accepted at the Throne of 
God. Her supplications, Baha'u'Uah 
promised, and her 'intervention' on be
half of others 'would never fail to be 
answered.' And we may be sure that 
her spirit is hovering over this gather
ing, and that she is intervening on our 
behalf before that 'Throne of God.' " 

That afternoon Counsellor Peter 
McLaren presented the representatives 
of the National Spiritual Assemblies of 
Latin America and the Caribbean, and 
reported on the status of the goals of 
the Seven Year Plan, reviewing the 
number of Local Spiritual Assemblies 
and new localities thus far achieved by 
each country. The news was received 
with hearty applause. 

Afterward, Counsellor Farzam Ar
bab from Cali, Colombia, spoke about 
pioneering, and Srta. Marfa Perugachi 
presented a talk on the role of Baha'i 
women. 

The evening session consisted of a 
Unity Feast coordinated by the Spiri
tual Assembly of Quito at which Mrs. 
Gayle Woolson, a Knight of Bahci
'u'lhih who pioneered for 29 years in 
Central and South America, recounted 
some of her experiences as a Baha'i 
pioneer. 

Saturday morning's session began 
with a talk on the Baha'i way of life by 
Counsellor Donald Witzel. This was 
followed by a presentation by Auxil
iary Board member Sabino Ortega of 
Bolivia on the development of Local 
Spiritual Assemblies, and by songs by a 
group of Baha'is from Bolivia. 

Sra. Elena de Reed from Chile spoke 
about the education of children, after 
which Mr. Haney addressed the Con
ference again, this time concerning the 
Baha'i Funds. 

Counsellor Mas'ud Khamsi then 
spoke in Spanish and Persian about the 
need for sacrifice, after which the 
friends were given an opportunity to 
contribute to the Fund. More than 
$22,000 was contributed in a few mo
ments' time. 

Also on Saturday, Counsellors 
Pav6n and Lauretta King presented the 
"Camino del Sol" (Trail of Light) 
teaching team to the Conference. The 
seven-member team of Native Ameri
cans from Alaska, Canada and the 
United States had been divided into 
two groups for a two-month teaching 
campaign in the Americas that was 
completed with its arrival in Quito. 
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Above: Members of the Native Amer
ican 'Trail of Light' teaching team are 
introduced at the Baha'i International 
Conference in Quito, Ecuador. Below: 

The Trail of Light project was ini
tiated by the Continental Board of 
Counsellors for the Americas in con
sultation with the three National 
Spiritual Assemblies concerned. Team 
members are Walter Austin (Tlingit In
dian), Mrs. Rita Blumenstein (Yupik 
Eskimo) and Mrs. Rebecca McKennet 
(Tlingit) from Alaska; Rick Belcoun 
(Metis) and Mrs. Louise Profeit (Tlin
git) from Canada; and Chester Kahn 
(Navajo) and Mrs. Rita Markishtim 

Conference participants pay their re
spects at the grave of the Hand of the 
Cause of God RalJmatu'lIah Muhajir. 

(Makah) from the United States. 
Mrs. Profeit, who served as the 

team's spokesman, urged the friends to 
arise while there is yet time and spread 
the light of Baha'u'llah allover the 
world. Afterward, Counsellor Hidaya
tu'llah AlJmadiyyih joined the group 
on stage and made a fervent call for the 
believers to arise to pioneer and teach 
the Cause. 

The colorful "Folklorico Night" ac
tivities Saturday evening were video 



taped for later broadcast on television 
in Quito. 

Sunday, August 8-the final day of 
the Conference-began with a talk 
about the role of youth in the Faith by 
Enrique (Kiko) Sanchez Jr. of Peru. 
This was followed by presentations of 
Baha'i literature from Argentina and 
Colombia, and by a stirring talk on 
teaching among the Indians by Andres 
Jachacollo, an Auxiliary Board mem
ber from Bolivia. 

Talks on teaching among the black 
people were then given by Sra. Carmen 
Elisa de Sadeghian, a member of the 
Auxiliary Board from Colombia, and 
Vicente Quiniones, a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Ecua
dor. 

Mr. Haney was the special guest at a 
luncheon for pioneers from the U.S. 
hosted by the International Goals 
Committee. Members of the Board of 
Counsellors also were present at the 
luncheon. 

Information about the role of radio 
in the Faith was presented on behalf of 
CIRBAL (Centro para Intercambio 
Radio Fonico Baha'i de America La
tina) by Dean Stephens, Fernando 
Schiantarelli and representatives from 
Radio Baha'i in Ecuador and Peru. 
The Universal House of Justice, in its 
message to the Conference, wrote: 
"Great effort should be made to utilize 
more fully the valuable possibilities of 
radio and television as a means of 
reaching the vast multitudes whose 
hearts and minds offer fertile soil for 
the planting of the seeds of the 
Faith ... " 

Near the close of the Conference the 
friends listened tearfully as Mrs. Mary 
Kuchekzadeh of Ecuador described the 
situation of the martyrs in Iran and in
troduced a film in which relatives of 
some of the martyrs were interviewed 
by Sr. Schiantarelli. 

After a further call to the believers 
by Mrs. Raquel Constante, a represen
tative of the Pioneer Committee of the 
Americas, to arise to pioneer and travel 
teach, the Conference was closed with 
a final farewell from the Hand of the 
Cause of God Paul Haney. Many of 
the friends stayed for a goodbye party, 
while the Iranian believers attended a 
meeting in the Farsi language with Mr. 
Haney and the Farsi-speaking Counsel
lors. 

On Monday, August 9, a caravan of 

To the followers of Bahd'u'lldh gathered at the International Conference in 
Quito, Ecuador . 
Beloved Friends, 

We hail with joyous hearts and eager anticipation the soldiers of Baha
'u'llab's army of light gathered together in Quito, the capital city of tlte Re
public .of Ecuador, to do honour and homage to the blessed memory of 
BahiYYlh Khanum, the Greatest Holy Leaf, the most outstanding heroine of 
the Baha'i Dispensation, the 50th linniversary of whose ascension was so re
cently commemorated throughout the world. 

Conscious of the beloved Master's plea to promulgate the oneness of man
kind to a spiritually impoverished humanity, inspired by the memory of the 
Hand of the Cause Dr. Ralpnatu'llab Muhajir whose mortal remains are in
terred in the soil of Quito, and deriving spiritual stimulus from the Mother 
Temple for Latin America, the friends are reminded of the galvanizing words 
of our beloved Guardian addressed to " ... the eager, the warm-hearted the 
spiritually minded and staunch members of the Latin American Baha'i ~om
munities ... "; "Let them ponder the honor which the Author of the Revela
tion Himself has chosen to confer upon their countries, the obligations which 
that honor automatically brings in its wake, the opportunities it offers the 
power it releases for the removal of all obstacles, however formidable, ~hich 
may be encountered in their path, and the promise of guidance it implies ... " 

Praiseworthy indeed are the achievements thus far made by the communities 
of South and Central America and the islands of the Caribbean in the first half 
of the Seven Year Plan. Full advantage should be taken of the current high tide 
of proclamation engendered by the crisis in Iran to attract to the Cause of 
Baha'u'llab earnest and seeking souls from every stratum of society; thereby 
enriching the spiritual and material diversity of our communities. 

Great effort should be made to utilize more fully the valuable possibilities of 
radio and television as a means of reaching the vast multitudes whose hearts 
and minds offer fertile soil for the planting of the seeds of the Faith. All ele
ments of the Baha'i community, particularly the women and youth, should 
arise as one soul to shoulder the responsibilities laid upon them. All out
standing goals of the Seven Year Plan should be pursued with enthusiasm and 
assurance of their accomplishment. 

All National Spiritual Assemblies during the remaining fast-fleeting years of 
this radiant century, in collaboration with the Institutions of the Faith stand
ing ready and eager to assist them, must greatly reinforce the foundations of 
maturing National and Local Spiritual Assemblies to enable them to cope suc
cessfully with the multifarious and challenging problems that will confront 
them. -

At a moment in Baha'i history when the persecuted, beleaguered friends in 
the Cradle of the Faith heroically continue to face the trials ordained for them 
in the Major Plan of God, meeting martyrdom, as need be, with joyous accep
tance, it behooves the friends throughout the Baba'i world to endeavor by 
their own greatly increased acts of self-abnegation to make fruitful the 
spiritual energies released by the sacrifices of their stricken brethren. 

May you all immerse yourselves in the spirit of the saintly life of the Greatest 
Holy Leaf whose self-sacrificing devotion to her beloved Father's Cause is a 
worthy example for every believer to emulate. 

nine buses carrying 360 Baha'is left the 
National Center in Quito to visit the 
grave of the beloved Hand of the 
Cause of God Ral)matu'lhih Muhajir 
in Quito and the studios of Radio Ba
ha'i and the Amatu'l-Baha RuQiyyih 
Khanum Teaching Institute in Otavalo. 

The Universal House of Justice 

Among those present were Mrs. Mu
hajir and her daughter, Gisu. 

The following day ~eams of Baha'is 
spread throughout Ecuador on teach
ing projects, the results of which are 
still being received by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Ecuador. 
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Sri Lanka 

Faith~ supports UN human rights seminar 

The Baha'i International Commu
nity was among 22 Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs) represented 
June 21-July 2 at a United Nations 
Seminar in Colombo, Sri Lanka, on 
National, Local and Regional Arrange
ments for the Promotion and Protec
tion of Human Rights in the Asian Re
gion. 

More than 100 people were present 
at the Sri Lanka Foundation Institute 
for the opening of the first UN seminar 
of its kind ever held in Sri Lanka or the 
South Asian region. 

The gathering was declared open by 
His Excellency President J .R. Jayewar
dene of Sri Lanka who proclaimed the 
vital importance of promulgating and 
protecting human rights as a part of 
the developmental process of true civi
lization. 

While participants in the seminar 
failed to reach a consensus on the es
tablishment of a Human Rights Center 
for Asia, it was agreed to pursue that 
goal in future UN seminars. 

The representative of the Baha'i In
ternational Community, Jamshed K. 
Fozdar of Sri Lanka, addressed the 
seminar on the universal aspects of 
human rights and the fundamental 
contribution that the Teachings of 
Baha'u'llAh make to this fundamental 
imperative of our age. 

Mr. Fozdar's address was the only 
one to be printed in its entirety in the 
Daily News, the largest newspaper in 
Sri Lanka. 

.. . .. while fully adhering to their 
Faith's injunctions concerning loyalty 
to government and abstention from 
partisan political activity," said Mr. 
Fozdar, "the Baha'is labor assiduously 
for the establishment of human rights, 
which, in our view, can only be ensured 
for all when the race of man becomes, 
in the words of BahA'u'llAh, as one 
family and the planet a single home." 
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His Excellency President J.R. Jaye
wardene of Sri Lanka (center), accom
panied by his brother, H. W. Jayewar
dene (left), chairman of the Sri Lanka 
Foundation, and K.F. Nyamcke of 
Uganda, acting director of the United 

Nations Division of Human Rights and 
representing the UN Secretary-Gen
eral, arrive to dec/are open the UN 
Seminar on Human Rights held June 
21-July 2 in Colombo. 
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United Kingdom 

Richard 
St. Barbe 
Baker: 
1889-1982 

A celebration of the life and work of 
Richard St. Barbe Baker, a BaM 'J who 
was the founder of "The Men of the 
Trees," a society dedicated to the 
planting and protection of trees, was 
held July 14 at St. John's Smith 
Square, London. 

Mr. Baker died June 9 in Saskatoon. 
Saskatchewan, Canada, during his sec
ond world tour of 1982. He was 92 
years old. 

More than 320 people attended the 
memorial celebration including official 
representatives of the governments of 
Australia, India, Kenya, New Zealand 
and the People's Republic of China. 

His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales, patron of The Men of the 
Trees, was represented by the Rt. Hon. 
the Earl of Bessborough, D.L. It mark
ed the first time that Britain's royal 
family had sent a representative to a 
Baha'i gathering. 

Also attending were representatives 
from most major environmental 
groups in England and the president of 
the Global Forest Fund whose head
quarters is in the Netherlands. 

Messages of sympathy were received 
from Prime Ministers Gandhi of India 
and Muldoon of New Zealand. 

Following the formal ceremony a re
ception was held for about 110 of the 
guests at the Baha'i Center in London. 

Mr. Baker, who was awarded the 
Order of the British Empire for his 
work in conservation, started The Men 
of the Trees in Kenya in 1922 while he 
was serving as a young forestry officer. 

He persuaded local tribesmen that 
the replacement of trees that were be
ing felled for agricultural clearings, for 
fuel, and for timber was vital to their 
future survival. 

He already had reached the conclu
sion, now widely accepted, that it was 
the removal of tree cover that created 
deserts and contributed to the occur-

The Rt. Hon. the Earl of Bessborough, 
representing the Prince of Wales, pays 
tribute to Richard St. Barbe Baker, a 
Baha'i who founded 'The Men of the 
Trees' conservation society, during a 

rence of dust bowls. 
The society that he founded grew so 

rapidly that by 1929 Mr. Baker had re
signed from the forestry service and 
was devoting himself entirely to its 
aims. 

As its numbers increased so did its 
influence, and over the years it was re
sponsible for saving countless trees 
from needless destruction, and for the 
planting of vast numbers of replace
ments when felling was necessary. 

Mr. Baker's greatest ambition, the 
reclamation of the Sahara desert, had 
only lately begun to show results. 

In his lifetime the achievements were 
relatively small but the way ahead was 
charted and he was able to see, for ex
ample at Bon Saada in Algeria, the 
proof that this mammoth task was pos
sible. 

Mr. Baker, born in 1889 near South
ampton, England, was graduated in 
1911 from Saskatchewan University. 
He was reading Divinity at Cambridge 
University when World War I broke 
out. 

An accomplished horseman, he join
ed King Edward's Horse as a trooper 
and was later commissioned. 

He served in France until 1918 when 
he was seriously wounded for the sec
ond time. He returned to Cambridge to 
take a diploma in forestry, financing 
himself by building caravans from sur
plus RAF materials. 

In 1920 Mr. Baker was sent to Kenya 
by the Colonial Office as an assistant 

celebration of Mr. Baker's life and 
work held July 14 at St. John's Smith 
Square, London. Mr. Baker, 92, died 
June 9 in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, 
Canada during a world tour. 

forest conservator. 
From his early efforts to induce the 

Kenyans to haIt the insidious advance 
of the Sahara grew his determination 
to devote his life to persuading people 
and their governments of the absolute 
necessity for tree cover if man. was to 
survive on this planet. 

From 1929 onward he traveled all 
over the world in pursuit of this task, 
writing innumerable articles, pamph
lets and scientific papers; lecturing to 
any available audience, and interview
ing ministers and heads of state. 

He also published many books in
cluding an account of his epic journey 
across the Sahara and a history of the 
famous redwood tr!es of California. 

Mr. Baker became a Baha'i in 1922 
and was active in the Faith at con
ferences around the world. 

He served as special adviser to the 
Baha'i delegation at the UN conference 
in Nairobi, Kenya, in 1976 and also at
tended other UN conferences on behalf 
of the Faith. 

He was made an honorary LL.D. of 
the University of Saskatchewan in 1971 
and was awarded the OBE in 1978. 

In his memory, the Richard St. 
Barbe Baker Foundation has been es
tablished in Saskatchewan to help 
carryon his work. 

For information, write to the St. 
Barbe Baker Foundation, 417 Cumber
land Avenue South, Saskatoon, Sas
katchewan S7H 2L3, Canada, or 
phone 416-924-2014. 
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Fiji 

Senate condemns persecutions in Iran 

Hon. Senator Ratu Vakalala
bure-Mr. President, Sir, I beg to 
move: 

That this House expresses its grave 
concern at the continuous persecutions 
of members of the BaM 'f faith in Iran, 
and appeals to the Government to call 
on the Government of Iran to protect 
the BaM,( faith's fundamental human 
rights, and commends the Government 
of Fiji for its stand on such grave is
sues. 

Hon. Senator Inoke Tabua-Mr. 
Vice-president, Sir, I beg to second the 
motion. 

Hon. Senator Ratu Vakalala
bure-This motion, Sir, has come 
about after I had been receiving papers 
from the Baha'i faith over the last few 
years. I think, Sir, the papers were dis
tributed from the headquarters of this 
faith in Fiji to all Members of Parlia
ment in both Houses. 

I did not quite get what I read from 
the papers, Sir, until I suddenly walked 
into a room where members of this 
faith in Fiji were gathered studying and 
praying. I walked in, Sir, sat with my 
wife and we listened for a long time. 

I started asking questions and I came -
to the conclusion, Sir, that the mem
bers of the Baha'i faith in Iran have 
really suffered as was stated in the 
papers. It is my sincere conviction that 
this honourable House has a duty to 
calion the Government to help the Ba
ha'is in Iran ... 

I have been asked, as is known, Sir, 
as to why I am bothered about Iran's 

On Wednesday, March 17, 1982, the 
Senate of Fiji passed a resolution call
ing upon the government of Iran to 
"protect the fundamental human 
rights" of Bahd,(s in that country. This 
article is excerpted from the debate 
that preceded adoption of the reso
lution. 
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problems. I was told, "Let the Baha'is 
suffer in distant Iran. Why bother 
about Gen. Pinochet, Mururoa, New 
Caledonia, apartheid and many other 
problems?" My answer, of course, Sir, 
is that we recognise our own interests. 
We are all part of the human race. 

The present regime of Ayatollah 
Khomeini has abrogated all mercies on 
the Baha'is and is bent on total annihi
lation of this minority religioil in Iran. 
To political tyranny, the Mullaha's 
(sic) regime in Iran has added religious 
minority, the 300,000 or so Baha'is 
have been tacked up. In January this 
year, Sir, 21 Baha'is were shot. Last 
December, Sir, Iran's Chief Justice, 
Ayatollah Munsari, confirmed that 
eight members of the Baha'i National 
Spiritual Assembly had been shot for 
spying ... 

The Baha'is, Sir, advocate unity of 
all religions. I repeat, all religions. 
World government and sexual equal
ity, all these are enigma to the Mullahs. 
The Baha'is in Iran tend to be well 
educated. Many of them had secure 
jobs under the Shah which made them 
less popular among his successors. 
Busines~ wealth and holdings of many 
Baha'is arouse widespread envy. In 
Iran today, Sir, Baha'is cannot work 
for the Government. Baha'is in Iran 
cannot own property. They cannot 
vote, and they are not allowed to 
travel. 

Their weddings go unrecognised. If 
they live together as husband and wife, 
even though marriage had been per
formed in their own religious rites, the 
wedding is unrecognised. And they can 
be accused of indulging in prostitution, 
which is a capital offence in Iran, Sir. 

Baha'i children are considered ille
gitimate and are barred from school. 
This month, that is, March, Sir, all 
Iranians must re-register for identity 
cards. Baha'is are not eligible, Sir. 

Those failing to recant their faith may 
suffer greatly ... 

Hon. Senator Barrett-Mr. Vice
President, Sir, I commend the hon
ourable Senator Vakalalabure for 
bringing this timely and humane mo
tion before the House ... 

The Government of Fiji is aware of 
the relentless persecution of the Ba
ha'is in Iran and fully shares the grow
ing world concern and abhorrence of 
their cruel oppression. 

Mr. President, Sir, we in Fiji are in
deed fortunate that firstly, human 
rights are a fundamental part of our Fi
ji Constitution. Secondly, ever since 
the Alliance Government's accession to 
membership in the United Nations 
upon independence in 1970, the Fijian 
Government has firmly, strongly and 
unswervingly associated itself with the 
human rights provisions contained in 
the Charter of the United Nations, as 
well as supporting important decisions 
adopted by the United Nations on this 
question of human rights. 

At this point, Mr. Vice-President, 
Sir, keeping in mind some sadly mis
informed and uninformed people here 
in Fiji, let me refer to our own Fiji 
Constitution which guarantees the hu
man rights and fundamental freedoms 
for all in Fiji. With your permission, 
Mr. Vice-President, Sir, I refer to Sec
tion 11 (1) of our own Fiji Constitution 
which provides, and I quote: 

"Except with his own consent, no 
person shall be hindered in the en
joyment of his freedom of conscience, 
and for the purposes of this section the 
said freedom includes freedom of 
thought and of religion, freedom to 
change his religion or belief, and free
dom, either alone or in community 
with others, and both in public and in 
private, to manifest and propagate his 
religion or belief in worship, teaching, 
practice and observance. " 



Mr. Vice-President, Sir, Fiji sub
scribes to the 1948 Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights and Fiji is a par
ty to and a strong and constant sup
porter of the international convention 
on the elimination of all forms of racial 
discrimination. 

Mr. Vice-President, Sir, in view of 
our abiding commitment to the prin
ciples enshrined in these documents, 
Fiji has opposed flagrant violations of 
human rights wherever they occur, be 
it on the question of apartheid in South 
Africa, the racial discrimination there 
or the imposition of martial law in Po
land or the persecution of members of 
the Baha'i faith in Iran. 

Concerning the persecution of the 
members of the Baha'i faith in Iran, 
one of the most distressing and sad as
pects is the violation of the rights of a 
people to hold a religious belief. On 
this, Mr. Vice-President, Sir, the grave 
concern of the Fiji Government was ex
pressed at the last session of the United 
Nations General Assembly where it 
was stated, and I quote: 

"In certain parts of the world we are 
witnessing situations where in the name 
of national unity or simply because of 
the prejudice of those in power, the hu
man rights of the followers of minority 
religious groups have been mercilessly 
suppressed and flagrantly violated. 
Members of such minority religious 
groups face the very real threat of com
plete annihilation simply because their 
religious beliefs do not conform to 
those of their Government. " 

Fiji supported this at the United Na
tions General Assembly just recently. 

More recently, Mr. Vice-President, 
Sir, Fiji voted in favour of a resolution 
concerning the persecution of Baha'is 
in Iran that was adopted by the United 
Nations Commission on Human 
Rights ... 

Mr. Vice-President, Sir, although 
the Government of Fiji does not feel 
that a direct call from it to the Gov
ernment of Iran would be effective in 
this heart-breaking situation, I believe 
that the Government of Fiji has amply 
demonstrated its continuing concern 
about the persecution of the Baha'is in 
Iran and the Government of Fiji will 
continue to register its feelings in the 
strongest possible manner in all inter
national forums, wherever and when
ever such opportunities arise. 

Hon. Senator Weaver-Mr. Vice-

President, Sir, I rise to support this 
motion that has been brought before 
this House in all sincerity by one of the 
Members who has a heart to match his 
friend ... 

The fundamental principles that 
have established this Baha'i faith are 
indeed noble and would go well in any 
society and are models for us to follow. 
I have a real concern, Mr. Vice-Presi
dent, that any direct appeal to the pres
ent Iranian Government may bring 
about even more suffering by these 
persecuted people and I trust that the 
efforts made by the mover and the 
other Members will lead to the end of 
such suffering in persecution by the 
members of the Baha'i faith, not only 
in Iran but in any other country where 
they or any like them are suffering 
similar persecutions ... 

Mr. Vice-President, Sir, I feel that 
only good can come from this motion, 
and I sincerely hope that it has the de
sired effect upon the authorities who 
are perpetuating this kind of treatment 
against innocent people. I also hope, 
Mr. Vice-President, that it prompts us 
in this country to take a look at some 
of the principles of the Baha'i faith and 
the principles that we have subscribed 
to in the Universal Declaration of Hu
man Rights. 

Hon. Senator Mal-... In fairness, 
Sir, as in any democratic country, peo
ple have the right of freedom of speech 
and religion. Where there is no democ
racy, people are not even allowed to 
say the right things at the right time. I 
have every sympathy for the Baha'i 
faith, Sir. I do not know what the Gov
ernment of Fiji is going to do because 
they have not done anything in the past 
for other countries or other religions 
when they have been ill-treated. From 
my personal view, Sir, I have every 
faith in the Baha'i faith, they are very 
good and they preach good reform 
methods. 

Hon. Senator Ratu Loki-... As a 
nation which believes in humanity, in 
unity and peace, I think it is only right 
for us to support any move such as this 
that would bring about peace, love and 
humanity in any country in the world 
today because we are, in fact, living in 
one world. Anything that would affect 
a part of this world can eventually 
spread and affect this small globe. 
Therefore, I feel that this House 
should stand in unity and show its sup-

port to the motion. Even if we ask the 
United Nations again ... 

Mr. President-Order! I am sorry to 
interrupt the honourable Senator, but I 
have already transgressed the extent by 
about a minute and a half. I thought 
you might have been finishing off on 
the dot at 4:30. I have no alternative 
but 10 adjourn the House until to
morrow morning. 

Wednesday. March 17. 1982 
Resumption of debate on the persecu
tion of the Baha'I Faith in Iran 

Hon. Senator Ratu Vakalala
bure- ... Mr. President, Sir, while 
listening, I have seen that I need only 
to press two points. The human rights 
of the religious minority in Iran, Sir, 
are being violated through conscious 
Government policies. I understand, 
Sir, that ·there are policies by the Gov
ernment of the day in Iran which 
threaten the lives of this minority 
group. If this issue is aired only in this 
House, the Senate of Fiji, we would 
have no proof, but Parliaments the 
world over, Sir, have aired this; even 
the United Nations aired it. 

You can lie to people some of the 
time but not all the time. Young school 
girls, Sir, are being kidnapped by their 
religion teachers and are not allowed to 
contact their parents or relatives. Just 
thinking about it really touches me, es
peciallyas a father-for my child to be 
taken away from me and never to be 
seen again, Sir . . . But here, we do not 
have only one case, we have many like 
this. If it cannot be solved through this 
motion, if it cannot be through the 
pressure of the United Nations or the 
governments of the world, surely, Sir, 
God will do His part because we are 
talking about religion, we are talking 
about people who believe in God. Sure
ly, God is here with us and listening, 
and He has heard because we prayed 
before we started our deliberations. 
God must do something, Sir, and He 
can do it in His own way. 

However, Sir, I think that Fiji's per
sistence as a leading country of the 
Pacific impels us to speak on the broad 
issues of human rights that affect the 
entire world community, and for that I 
thank the House. 

Question put. 
Motion agreed to. 
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Papua New Guinea 

Going 'out of their way' to teach Cause 

Traveling Baha'i teachers have been 
carrying out successful teaching and 
deepening acti\'ities in the remote vil
lages of Mountain Brown in the Owen 
Stanley Range of Papua New Guinea 
where there are now eight all-Baha'i 
villages and four other remote villages 
with growing Baha'i communities. 

The Faith was introduced in this re
mote and rugged mountain area in the 
early 1970s by two local Baha'is. The 
usual means of transportation there re
quires a four-hour drive by truck from 

David Hall (left), a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Papua 
New Guinea, made a four-day walk 
through the remote Mountain Brown 
area with his guide, Masina, during a 
teaching campaign in which he and 
three other Baha'is \'isited remote vil
lages in that country. 
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Port Moresby and a two-day walk just 
to reach the first village. From there. a 
walk of three hours to one full day is 
required to reach the next village. 

During the last two years there were 
few visitors to the area. When a disease 
claimed the lives of 73 villagers, local 
superstition blamed the Baha'is. 

When news of the epidemic reached 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Papua New Guinea, the health authori
ties were contacted and it was dis
covered that a strain of malaria ac
tually was responsible for the deaths. 

The health agency then ordered that 
the area be sprayed to eliminate the 
disease. 

Last year the National Assembly 
consulted with members of the Con
tinental Board of Counsellors to plan a 
joint teaching and consolidation cam
paign in the Mountain Brown area. 

Baha'z'sfrom Sanomu Vii/age in the re
mote Mountain Brown area of Papua 
New Guinea don traditional costumes 
and perform on ceremonial drums dur-

Shortly afterward, two members of 
the National Spiritual Assembly, 
David Hall and Silan Nadarajah; Aux
iliary Board member Noel Bluett, and 
\'egua Heina, a member of the Na
:ional Teaching Committee who is 
from a Mountain Brown village, ar
rived by helicopter in Sanomu Village. 

Once there, the traveling teachers ar
ranged for a two-day conference that 
included the dedication of a new Ba
ha ') Center that was built by local be
lievers who had to carry each log for 
the building into the village from the 
bush. 

\1embers of the local Baha'i com
munity had paid for construction of 
the new Center themselves except for 
nails, which were paid for through a 
contribution from the National Assem
bly. 

More than 80 people attended the 

ing the dedication ceremony for the vil
lage's local lJa~{ratu 'I-Quds. The 
Center was built by members of the vil
lage's Baha'I' community. 

f 
I , 



two-day deepening conference. In
cluded were presentations on the Cove
nant and administration, the relation
ship between the Counsellors and As
semblies, and an update on the current 
situation in Iran. 

Following the conference, the visit
ing Baha'is remained in the Mountain 
Brown area for four days to visit the 
villages of Homenomu, Ununomu, 
Eia, Manunomu, Himai-a, Kunaia and 
Maroromu, each of which is on the 
slope of a mountain. 

As the friends approached each vil
lage they were greeted by decorative ar
ches, children singing, and the happy 
faces of the local Baha'is. Deepening 
conferences were held in each village. 

As a follow-up to this contact with 
the Mountain Brown villagers, three 
Baha'i youth from Australia-lalal 
Mills, Gordon Stannling and Hamed 
Badian-spent four weeks visiting the 
Baha 'f communities in that area. 

They spent two to three days in each 
village holding deepening classes, chil
dren's classes and firesides. From each 
village the youth were escorted to the 
next village by local Baha'is who car
ried their belongings for them. 

The three young Baha'is returned ex
hausted from their four weeks in rug
ged mountain terrain but elated by the 

formation of a new Local Spiritual As
sembly and the 20 declarations that 

These three Baha'i youth from Aus
tralia spent four weeks conducting fire
sides and deepenings in the remote vil
lages of the Mountain Brown area of 

Villagers in the Mountain Brown area 
of Papua New Guinea are joined in a 
traditional dance by Si/an Nadarajah 
(center, wearing glasses), a member of 
the National Spiritual Assemb(y of 
Papua New Guinea. 

had taken place during their visit to the 
Mountain Brown villages. 

Papua New Guinea. They are (left to 
right) lalal Mills, Gordon Sranning, 
Hamed Badian. 
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The world 

Japan has a brand new National Center 

Japan has a new nationall:ia~ratu'l
Quds in Tokyo on the same site on 
which the original National Center 
once stood. 

The new three-story building re
places a small Japanese-style house 
that served as Japan's l:ia-?iratu'l-Quds 
from 1954 until last year. 

The ne\\ building has ample room 
for large or small meetings, committee 
rooms, a large national office, and a 
National Archives room. 

The beloved Guardian, Shoghi Ef
fendi, contributed half the purchase 
price of the originall:ia-?iratu'l-Quds in 
1954, and a Persian pioneer to Japan, 
Noureddin Mumtazi, contributed the 
rest. 

The great appreciation of land 
values in Japan recently allowed the 
National Spiritual Assembly to sell for 
a considerable profit a piece of prop
erty in Osaka that was donated by an 
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individual Baha'i. 
This in turn allowed the National 

Assembly to build the new l:ia-?iratu'l
Quds and to purchase a Baha'i Center 
for the Baha'i community of Osaka. 

The new national J:la-?iratu'I-Quds 
contains the Japanese Baha'i commu
nity's most precious archival posses-

Ghana 

A teaching campaign that was held in 
August and September /98/ in the Af
ram Plains area of northeastern Ghana 
led to the formation of 44 Local Spiri
tual Assemblies, the opening of six new 
localities to the Faith in three ad
ministrative regions of the country, 
and the enrollment of 1,087 new be
lievers. Shown here are members of the 
teaching team (standing left to right) 

sion, a brocade that was presented to 
the Baha'is of Japan by the Guardian 
in 1954. 

The brocade, which once rested in 
the Shrine of Baha'u'lhih, was pre
sented by Shoghi Effendi with instruc
tions that it be displayed in th~ national 
l:ia-?iratu'l-Quds. 

Adofoli Michael, theftrst Bahd'iin Af
ram Plains; R. Das Bornoh, a pioneer 
from Malaysia,' Gladys Larbi; Edward 
Larbi; Azita Ghaneh, a Baha'l from 
Qatar; Eleanor O'Callahan, a pioneer 
from Ireland; Owusu Akyeaw; and 
(kneeling) Suleiman Arouna, a Bahd'l 
from Nigeria. and an unidentified 
member of the teaching team. 



South and West Afric~ 

Shown with members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of South and West 
Africa are 62 homefront and overseas 
pioneers who attended the country's 

Denmark 
Thirty-seven Danish BaM'i women 

and their non-Baha'i guests attended a 
Baha'i women's conference May 29-31 
in northern Zealand, Denmark. 

It was the first time in the history of 
the Faith in Denmark that Baha'] and 
non-Baha'i women had met to discuss 
their role in the Faith. 

The conference, whose theme was 
"The Rights, Privileges and Obliga
tions of Women in the Baha'] Commu
nity," focused on four presentations 
on Tahirih, the Greatest Holy Leaf. 
women's role in the family and com
munity, and equality in the Baha'i 
world. 

Mashid Fatio, a representative of the 
Baha'i International Community in 
Europe, was a special guest at the con
ference, which was sponsored by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Den
mark. 

Among the subjects for consultation 
was the letter of February 1981 from 
the Universal House of Justice on the 
roles of husband and wife in the BaM'i 
family. 

Some of the participants said they 
hadn't participated in a BaM'i gather
ing as wonderful as this for many 
years. 

Some of them asked the National 
Spiritual Assembly to arrange more 
such meetings to strengthen women 
and to encourage them to perform even 
greater acts of service to the Cause. 

second pioneer institute May 29-30. 
Also present were Counsellor Bahiyyih 
Winckler and members of the Auxil
iary Board. It was determined during 

Shown in this group photo are the 37 
Bahd'i women and their guests who at
tended a Bahd'i Women's Conference 
last May 29-31 in northern Zealand, 
Denmark. The conference was spon-

Suriname 
~rs. Meherangiz Munsiff, a travel

ing teacher from the United Kingdom, 
accompanied by a local BaM'], paid a 
courtesy call July 30 on Ramdat Mis
ier. the president of Suriname. 

President Misier said he knows 
something of the Faith and expressed 
his concern over the persecution of Ba
ha'is in Iran. 

During an hour-long visit with the 
president's wife, ~rs. Munsiff pre
sented her with a Baha'i book. 

consultation that there are at least 18 
more places in the region that need ei
ther homefront or overseas pioneers. 

sored by the National Spiritual As
sembly of Denmark and had as its 
theme 'The Rights, Privileges and Ob
ligations of Women in the Bahd'{Com
munity. ' 

The meeting was reported the fol
lowing day in a local newspaper with a 
photo showing the two Baha'i women 
with the President Misier's wife. 
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Hawaii 

Shown here are delegates and guests at 

About 200 people including Hawaii's 
Lieutenant Governor, Jean King, at
tended the Bahd'i marriage July 4 in 
Koolaupoko of Frederick Wood and 
Samieh Labib, who are both members 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Hawaiian Islands. The reception 
reflected the oneness of humanity with 
many ethnic groups participating in the 
ceremony. 

14 October 19821Baha'j News 

the Baha'I Natio{lal Convention of Ha- waii, held April 23-25 in Honolulu. 

Lawrence Kelley, a Baha'I from Ka- communities of Oahu. The presenta
neohe, Hawaii, presents a copy of the tion was a part of 'Bahd'i Week' ac
book A Cry from the Heart by the tivities on Oahu that marked the 80th 
Hand of the Cause of God William anniversary of the establishment of the 
Sears to Eileen Anderson, the mayor of Faith in Hawaii. 
Honolulu, on behalf of the Baha'i 



Australia 

Members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Australia met last May 
28-30 with Auxiliary Board member 
Kimiko Schwerin, representing the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Japan, for 
what may prove to be the beginning of 
the development of the "spiritual axis" 
between Japan and Australia spoken 
of by the beloved Guardian, Shoghi 
Effendi. 

The historic meeting at the national 
J:ia~ratu'l-Quds in Sydney was called 
in response to a message from the Uni
versal House of Justice. 

The Supreme Body urged that such a 
meeting be held to plan for a presenta
tion on the spiritual axis at the In· 
ternational Conference in Canberra 
and to promote a greater understand-

Benin 
More than 250 Baha'js and their 

guests attended the dedication January 
24 of the Regional l:Ia~iratu'I-Quds of 
Zou province in Abomey, Benin, thus 
helping to fulfill that country's goal of 
establishing two more regional BahA'j 
Centers during the second phase of the 
Seven Year Plan. 

Among those who attended the dedi
cation of the Center, named in honor 
of the Hand of the Cause of God RaJ)
matu'llAh MuhAjir, were Counsellor 
Thelma Khelghati, seven members of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Benin, and Auxiliary Board member 
Frederic Hodonou. 

Local officials sent delegations to 
the dedication program, and the titular 
head of the royal families of the Fon 
people made a special visit during 
which he declared his interest in the 
Faith and his support of the BahA'i 
teachings. 

More than 60 of those who attended 
the ceremony had traveled with their 
chief in a truck from their remote vil
lage in Mono province. During the pro
gram they sang songs about the Faith, 
accompanied by traditional drum 
music and dancing. 

Weeks of preliminary activity for the 
proclamation effort included distribu
tion of 175 invitations to provincial. 
district and local authorities, local 
secondary school directors, and BaM 'j 
communities throughout the country. 

ing of the importance of the two Na
tional Assemblies in the region as out
lined by the Guardian. 

At the meeting, plans were made to 
produce a pamphlet about the spiritual 
axis in English and Japanese for dis
tribution at the Canberra Conference. 
It was decided that the pamphlet would 
be designed by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Japan and produced in 
that country, with both countries to 
finance its publication. 

In 1957, the Guardian referred to the 
"spiritual axis" in a letter to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Australia 
describing the election of the new Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of North 
East Asia with its seat in Tokyo: 

A uxiliary Board member Frederic Ho
donou cuts a ribbon during the dedi
cation ceremony January 24 of the 
"Centre Muhdjir, " the Regional Jfa~
Iratu'I-Quds in Abomey, Benin. Look
ing on are Frederic Mehou (standing 
next to Mr. Hodonou), the vice-chair-

Members qf the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Benin and Auxiliary 
Board member Frederic Hodonou were 
among the more than 60 people from 
five of that country's six provinces who 
participated last December 19-21 in the 
Harmattan summer school, held at the 
National l:Ia~iratu'I-Quds in Cotonou. 

• r .• the emergence of such an as-
sembly may be said to have, at long 
last, established a spiritual axis, ex
tending from the Antipodes to the 
northern islands of the Pacific 
Ocean-an axis whose northern and 
southern poles will act as powerful 
magnets, endowed with exceptional 
spiritual potency ... " 

In a letter to the new National Spiri
tual Assembly of North East Asia, the 
Guardian referred to the new "spiri
tual equilibrium" as a " ... momen
tous development paving the way for 
the eventual introduction of the Faith 
into the far-flung Chinese mainland 
and, beyond it, to the extensive terri
tories of Soviet Russia ... " 

man of the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Benin and chairman of the Spiri
tual Assembzv of Abomey; representa
tives of Spiritual Assemblies in Zou 
province, the !\'ational Teaching Com
mirree, and Bahd 'I youth. 

The program, planned by the Natio
nal Teaching Committee, included 
classes on goals of the Seven Year 
Plan, a special session on the perse
cution of the Faith in Iran, and a play 
about teaching the Faith that was pre
sented by the youth. 
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Trinidad/Tobago 

Meherangiz Munsiff (left), a traveling 
teacher from the United Kingdom, ad
dresses Baha'is and their guests July 7 
at the Baha'i National Center in Port 
of Spain, Trinidad. Mrs. Munsiff also 
conducted classes for Baha'is at the 
Center in Palmyra during her IO-day 

United Kingdom 

visit to Trinidad and Tobago. Articles 
about her visit appeared in the Trini
dad Guardian and Trinidad Express. 
Paid ads for a Baha'i correspondence 
course have been appearing in both 
newspapers. 

The following resolution was passed at the annual conference of the United 
Nations Association held April 2-4, 1982, in Oxford, England. 

The General Council of the United Nations Association 
Profoundly concerned at the continuing persecution in Iran involving Mos

lems, Christians, Jews and members of the Baha'i Faith; 
Noting that although other religious minorities are recognised, the Baha'is 

are denied recognition under the present Iranian constitution and are thus 
placed outside the protection of the law, and as a result those who wish to per
petrate attacks on the Baha'is, their property and their livelihood, can do so 
with the almost complete certainty that they will go unpunished, 

Noting the Resolution 10.33 of the UN Human Rights Commission subcom
mittee (lOth September 1980) on this specific issue, and the total disregard of it 
by the Iranian Government, including the execution of at least 13 members 
without trial and in secret in December and January, 

Urges Her Majesty's Government 
I) to bring pressure to bear on the Iranian Government to grant the full pro

tection of the Constitution to the Baha'i Community, as afforded to all other 
religious minorities; 

2) to seek at the UN the appointment of a UN Special Representative, com
mission of enquiry or other appropriate mechanism, to investigate the persecu
tion of the Baha'i community in Iran and to publish the findings as widely as 
possible; 

3) to ask the new Secretary-General to use his good offices to mediate on be
half of this law-abiding religious people who are in no way involved in political 
matters and further to investigate other well founded allegations of torture and 
assassination; 

and requests Her Majesty's Government to give assistance to any Iranian 
students in the United Kingdom who are the innocent victims of persecution. 
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EI Salvador 
Three hundred invitations were sent 

to prominent citizens and the media in 
EI Salvador for a proclamation meet
ing July 9 at the Salvadorean Cultural 
Center. 

The two reporters who attended 
were given press releases and photos 
about the recent persecution of Baha'is 
in Iran. 

The well-attended event featured 
presentations on the history of the 
Faith and the present persecutions in
cluding slides of damaged or destroyed 
Baha'i properties in Iran as well as 
views of the Shrine of the Bab. 

Several Baha'i youth read prayers 
during the program, and 'afterward, 
guests talked informally with Baha'is 
during an hour-long social period. 

• 
EI Salvador was honored July 24-25 

by a visit from two members of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors for 
the Americas, Dr. Hidayatu'llah AQ
madiyyih and Artemus Lamb. 

The Counsellors met with members 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
EI Salvador, the Local Spiritual As
sembly of San Salvador, Auxiliary 
Board members and with the body of 
the friends and their guests. 

Solomon Islands 
The anniversary of the Martyrdom 

of the Bab was observed in the Solo
mon Islands with an historic half-hour 
nationwide television program on the 
Faith and the events surrounding the 
Bab's martyrdom in 1850. 

It marked the first time that the 
Faith has been proclaimed on a na
tional level in the Solomons. 

The TV program, prepared by the 
Baha'i community of New Zealand, in
cluded a dramatization of the events 
associated with the Bab's martyrdom 
and a portion of a fireside at which Ba
ha'is discussed the Stations of the Bab 
and Baha'u'Uah and the principles of 
the Faith. 



Zimbabwe 

Shown here are delegates and guests at 
the Baha'l National Convention in 
Zimbabwe, held last April at the na-

India 

E:.~-~~ :rl~~·';-

13e E:'~A :,::t 

JUNE -.=:::. 
PAt-.:=-<;:" 

More than 200 Baha'is from nine 
countries and from nine states in India 
participated June 26-27 in an inaugural 
conference that marked the opening of 
the Baha'i Youth Academy in Panch
gani, Maharashtra State, India. 

The establishment of the academy 
fulfills a long-cherished desire of the 
Universal House of Justice, the Con
tinental Board of Counsellors and the 
National Spiritual Assembly of India. 

Among the participants was Coun
sellor Burhani'd-Din Afshin; one 
member of the National Spiritual As
sembly of India; three Auxiliary Board 
members; and three members of the 
!'iational Youth Committee of India. 

The foundation stone for the acad-

tional /fa~fratu '/-Quds in Harare. The 
Continental Board of Counsellors for 
Africa was represented at the Conven-

A plaque (left photo) identifies the new 
Baha'{ Youth Academy at Katanga 
Hills in Panchgani, India. More than 
200 Baha 't's were present at a two-day 
conference June 26-27 that marked the 
establishment of the academy. Partici-

emy's permanent base at Kanga Hills 
was set in place in memory of the re
cent Baha'i martyrs in Iran. 

A variety of teaching methods has 
been adopted for the academy's six 
hours of daily classroom instruction 
with emphasis on approaches that ac
tively involve the students. 

The academy provides for students' 

tion by Auxiliary Board member Iraj 
Yazdani. 

pants included Counsellor Burhdni'd
Din Afshi'n and represenrOlil'es of the 
National SpiriTual Assemh~\' of India. 
The A /lxi/iary Board. and The SaTional 
YOUTh Commirree. 

physical and recreational needs 
through special evening programs. 

The academy began its operation 
with a six-week study course in Eng.lish 
for 35 young Baha'is and another six
week course in Farsi. 

The academy's second six-week 
course was to begin in October. 
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International Conferences 

Montreal: Charting course toward victory 

More than 9,400 Baha'is from 50 
countries including five of the Hands 
of the Cause of God gathered Septem
ber 3-5 at the Olympic Velodrome in 
Montreal, Canada, for a Baha'i Inter-

- national Conference that paid loving 
and elOQuent tribute to the memory of 
the Greatest Holy Leaf and set a firm 
and unswerving course toward victory 
in North America at the midpoint of 
the Seven Year Plan. 

The Universal House of Justice, the 
supreme administrative body of the 
Faith and architect of its worldwide 
teaching plans, was represented at the 

The Hand of the Cause of God Ama
tu'l-Baha RlilJ(vyih Khanum addresses 
the Children's Conference which was 
held as a separate part of the Interna
tional Conference in Montreal. 

Conference by the Hand of the Cause 
of God Amatu'l-Baha RUQiyyih 
Khanum. 

Her presence was especially ap
propriate as she is a native of Montreal 
who was raised there by her Baha'i 
parents, architect Sutherland Maxwell 
(who also was a Hand of the Cause of 
God) and Mrs. May Maxwell. 

Also present to celebrate the life and 
service of the Greatest Holy Leaf on 
the occasion of the 50th anniversary of 
her passing were the Hands of the 
Cause of God Shu'a'u'llah 'Ala'i, 
Dhikru'llah Khadem, John A. Robarts 
and Dr. 'Ali MUQammad Varqa. 

In addition to the Hands of the 
Cause, seven members of the Con
tinental Board of Counsellors for the 
Americas attended the historic three
day gathering as did representatives of 
the National Spiritual Assemblies of 

The Olympic Velodrome, site of the 
Baha'{ International Conference in 
Jfontreal, Canada. More than 9,400 

Alaska, the Bahamas, Bermuda, Ca
nada and the United States. 

The Conference coincided with the 
70th anniversary of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
visit to Montreal, which occurred from 
August 30-September 9, 1912, and the 
80th anniversary of the establishment 
of the Canadian Baha'i community. 
Tight security 

Security was extremely tight as a 
result of threats reported to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Canada 
by the Royal Canadian Mounted Po
lice. 

The RCMP said Muslim extremists 
had threatened to disrupt the Con
ference and to harm certain in
dividuals, but thanks to the pre
cautionary measures that were taken 
those threats never materialized. 

The Hand of the Cause of God 

Baha'I's from 101 countries attended 
the historic Conference. (Photo by 
Jack Bowers) 
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The Hand of the Cause of God Ama
tu'I-Bahd RliJpyyih Khdnum (fourth 
from left) participates in a lively Native 

Entertainmenr at the International 
Conference in Montreal was splendid, 
with many fine groups and individuals 
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American dance with members of the 
'Trail of Lighr' reaching ream who 
were in Montreal following rheir suc-

performing. Among them was 'Do 'a' 
(Ken LaRoche and Randy Armstrong) 
from Dover, New Hampshire. 

cessful tour of Central and South 
America this summer. 

Amatu'l-Baha Rul}.iyyih Khanum read 
the message to the Conference from 
the Universal House of Justice, de
livered the keynote address Friday 
morning, closed the Conference Sun
day evening with her second address, 
and also spoke at the separate Chil
dren's Conference that was attended 
by about 1,200 Baha', children. 

Prior to the Conference, she led a 
12-member Baha'i delegation that was 
received by the Governor General of 
Canada, Edward Schreyer, at Rideau 
Hall in Ottawa, seat of the Canadian 
Parliament. 

A second BaM', delegation was 
received September 8 by the Prime 
Minister of Canada, Pierre Trudeau. 

Dr. Bahiyyih Nakhjavani, an 
educator who is the author of several 
books, spoke Saturday afternoon on 
"The Life and Service of the Greatest 
Holy Leaf." 

Her address was followed by one of 
the most moving tributes ever witness-



ed at any Baha'! gathering. A bouquet 
of 126 roses was placed on stage and 
the names of the 126 Baha'! men and 
women who have been martyred or ab
ducted since the Iranian revolution of 
1979 were read aloud as many of those 
in the audience wept. 

While the names were being read, 
the several hundred Conference par
ticipants who have lost husbands, 
wives, parents, brothers, sisters or 
other relatives in Iran stood silently, 
their heads bowed in prayer. 

Photos of the Montreal Con
ference are by John McNair of 
East Patchogue, New York. 

Another memorable event took 
place the following afternoon when all 
of the participants in the Children's 
Conference, which was held at the 
nearby Pierre Charbonneau Centre, 
made their way to the Velodrome, 
marched down the center aisle as 
everyone stood and applauded, were 
assembled in front of the stage and 
sang the Children's Conference theme 
song, "We Are Baha'is," with the In
ternational Baba'i Choir conducted by 
Jack Lenz. 

On Friday afternoon and Sunday 
evening, Mr. Lenz conducted the Con
ference orchestra, choir and two solo
ists in musical tributes to the Greatest 
Holy Leaf which he composed. 

Following a progress report Satur
day morning on the Seven Year Plan 
by Counsellor Lloyd Gardner, the 
Hand of the Cause of God John Ro
barts spoke on "The Call to Pioneer
ing," after which several hundred of 
those at the Conference came forward 
to offer their services in the pioneering 
field. 

Other speakers at the Conference 
and their topics: 

• Dr. [raj Ayman, "The Role of 
Sacrifice and the Baha'i Fund." 

• Dr. Hossain B. Danesh, "Baha'i 
Youth and the Cause of Universal 
Peace." 

• Dr. William Hatcher, "The Devel
opment of the Local Spiritual As
sembly." 

• Mrs. Ginette Montabord, "The In
dividual and Teaching. " 

• Counsellor Farzam Arbab, 
"Teaching the Masses." 

• Mrs. Elizabeth Rochester, "The 
Creative Word." 

Gayle i'v/orrison, author of To Move 
the World, the biography of the Hand 
of the Cause of God Louis G. Gregory, 

• Counsellor Agnes Ghaznavi, "Ba
ha'i Marriage and Family Life." 

Some of the talks were presented in 
English, others in French. All were 
translated simultaneously into English, 
French, Spanish and Persian. 

Dr. Hatcher's address Saturday 
afternoon was followed by a pre
sentation by the Continental In
digenous Ccuncil of North America 
that included a drum call, prayers in 
Inuit and Indian languages, and a hoop 
dance symbolizing the destiny of native 
peoples. 

Eugene King, a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Alaska, 
spoke on "The Destiny of the Native 
Peoples as Prophesied by 'Abdu'l
Baha," after which members of the 
"Trail of Light" teaching team, com
posed of Native American Baha'is 
from Alaska, Canada and the U.S. 
who traveled through Central and 
South America this summer and at
tended the International Conference in 
Quito, Ecuador, were introduced. 

The Native Americans presented a 
lovely Indian ceremonial blanket to 
Amatu'l-Baba Rul)iyyih Kbanum who 
responded by joining them in a spirited 
N&.tive American dance. 

On Friday the Conference was link
ed by telephone to the International 

autographs a copy of the book during a 
special autograph session held at the 
Montreal Conference. 

Conference in Canberra, Australia, at 
which more than 2,000 Baha'is from 
about 40 countries were assembled 
with the representative of the Universal 
House of Justice, the Hand of the 
Cause of God U go Giachery. 

Messages to the Montreal Con
ference were received from the Hand 
of the Cause of God William Sears and 
from the National Spiritual Assemblies 
of Bophuthatswana, Norway, Para
guay and Switzerland. 

The widespread and generally ex
cellent media coverage included daily 
radio and television reports and promi
nent articles and photos in many large 
Canadian newspapers. 

The Voice of America was to broad
cast a full report of the Conference to 
Persian-speaking countries in the \lid
dIe East. 

Besides the Hands of the Cause of 
God, Counsellors, and members of 
National Spiritual. Assemblies, a 
number of other notilble Baha'is at
tended the Conference including: 

• Professor Christine Hakim, a so
ciologist and author of the recently 
published book, The Baha'is: Victory 
Over Violence. She is the daughter of 
noted cardiologist Manuchihr Hakim 
who was murdered in his clinic in Teh-
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ran in January 1981. 
• Mme. Lea Nys, a writer, teacher 

and translator who is the first Belgian 
to become a Baha'i. 

• Dr. Victor de Araujo, the represen
tative of the Baha'i International Com
munity at the United Nations in New 
York City. ~ 

• John Huddleston, assistant di
rector for budget and planning of the 
International Monetary Fund and au
thor of the book, The Earth Is But One 
Country. 

• Jens Lyberth, an Inuit who is con
sultant to the Canadian Inuit Cultural 
Institute in the Northwest Territories. 

• Sam Bald Eagle Augustine, a Ba
ha'i of Micmac Indian background and 
a former elder of the First Nations As
sembly. 

Entertainment at the Conference 
was superb, ranging from instrumental 
selections by "Do'a," santour player 
Kiu Haghighi, and the "New World 
Generation" jazz group to vocals by 
England Dan Seals, Gordie Munro, 
Suzanne Hebert, Nancy Ward, and the 
International Baha'i Choir and dance 
by Roderick Johnson, soloist of the 
Theatre Ballet of Canada, and the Bal
let Shayda from Ottawa. 

Above: Native American dancers en
liven one of the Children's Conference 
sessions at Montreal. Below: The Inter-

national Baha'i Choir and its director, 
Jack Lenz, entertain on stage at the 
Velodrome. 

Preceding the closing address Sun
day evening by Amatu'l-Baha 
RliQiyyih Khanum, there was a special 
presentation entitled "Another 
Song ... " based on the poetry of Roger 
White. 

of Montreal. 

Amatu'I-BaM RliQiyyih Khanum 
was among the speakers at the 
Children's Conference for 6- to 
14-year-olds. Also included were slide 
presentations, music and dance, devo
tions in many languages, and a balloon 
launch offered as a gift to the children 

A nursery program was provided for 
children under the age of six years. 

nearly 300 titles in more than 30 
languages including 15-20 new titles 
never before available to the Baha'i 
community from publishers in 25 
countries around the world. 

The largest Baha'i bookstore ever 
assembled at any Conference carried 

The message to Montreal from the Universal House of Justice 
To the friends gathered at the Baha'i International Con
ference in Montreal 
Dearly-loved Friends, 

Seventy years ago 'Abdu'l-Baha visited Montreal, hal
lOwing it forever. The visit of the beloved Master to Amer
ica, the laying by Him of the cornerstone of the first Mash
riqu'l-Adhkar of the West and the revelation by Him five 
years later of the Tablets of the Divine Plan, which invest its 
chief executors and their allies with special primacy, con
stitute successive stages in the gradual disclosure of a mis
sion whose seeds can be found in the Bab's address to the 
peoples of the West, urging them to aid God's Holy Cause. 
This mission was given specific direction through Baha-
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'u'llah's summons to the rulers of America, calling on them 
to heal the injuries of the oppressed and, with "the rod of 
the commandments" of their Lord, to bring their corrective 
influence to bear upon the injustices perpetrated by the ty-
rannical and ungodly. . 

'Abdu'I-Baha revealed in clearer details than those given 
by either the Bab or Baha'u'llah the nature and scope of 
that glorious mission. In His eternal Tablets unveiling 
America's spiritual destiny the Master wrote, ..... the con
tinent of America is, in the eyes of the one true God, the 
land wherein the splendours of His light shall be revealed, 
where the mysteries of His Faith shall be unveiled, where the 
righteous will abide and the free assemble. Therefore, every 



section thereof is bless~d ... " and, referring to Canada, He 
asserted that its future "is very great, and the events con
nected with it infinitely glorious." 

Even more specifically, He expressed the "hope that in 
the future Montreal may become so stirred, that the melody 
of the Kingdom may travel to all parts of the world from 
that Dominion and the breaths of the Holy Spirit may 
spread from that centre to the East and the West of Amer
ica. " 

After the passing of 'Abdu'I-BaM and under the guid
ance of the Guardian the BaM'is of the world witnessed 
with awe and admiration the North American community 
arising as one man to champion the Administrative Order 
taking shape on their own soil, to embark upon the first col
lective teaching plan in the annals of the Faith, to lead the 
entire Baha'j world in intercontinental teaching campaigns, 
to demonstrate with devotion their exemplary firmness in 
the Covenant, to extend their support and protection and 
relief to the oppressed followers of Baha'u'llah throughout 
the East and particularly in His native land, and to send 
forth valiant pioneers and traveling teachers to every conti
nent of the globe. 

These marvelous and noble exertions, calling for expendi
ture of resources almost beyond their means, paved the way 
for the achievement of glorious victories which synchro
nized with a'series of world convulsions, signs of universal 
commotion and travail, and with repeated crises within the 
Faith. And in this day, while the blood of the martyrs of 
Persia is once again watering the roots of the Cause of God 
and when the international outlook is impenetrably and 
ominously dark, the Baha'is of North America are in the 
van of the embattled legions of the Cause. 

Less than a score of years remain until the end of this cen
tury which the Master called "the century of light," and He 
clearly foresaw that ere its termination an advanced stage 
would have been reached in the striving towards the po
litical, racial, and religious unity of the peoples of the 
world, unfolding new horizons in scientific accomplish
ments, universal undertakings and world solidarity. The 
calls of the Master and Guardian plainly summon the Ba
ha'is of the Americas to prodigies of proclamation, of 
teaching and of service. 

The American melting-pot of peoples needs the unifying 
power of the new Faith of God to achieve its fusion. The 
representative character of the Baha'i community should 
therefore be reinforced through the attraction, conversion 
and support of an ever-growing number of new believers 
from the diverse elements constituting the population of 
that vast mainland and particularly from among Indians 
and Eskimos about whose future the Master wrote in such 
glowing terms. In the glorious freedom which enables you 
to proclaim, to teach and confirm, to educate and deepen 
yourselves and others in the verities of the Faith, you have 
precious opportunities of service denied to many of your 
fellow believers elsewhere. 

If your blessed communities are to lead the world spiri
tually, as the Master envisaged, then the Faith must strike 
deeper roots in your hearts, the spirit of its teachings must 
be exemplified in ever greater measure in your lives, and 
God's Holy Cause must be taught and proclaimed with ever 
greater intensity. In His immortal Tablets addressed to the 

Baba, 'is of North America' Abdu 'l-Baha assures each one of 
you that "whosoever arises in this day to diffuse the divine 
fragrances, the cohorts of the Kingdom of God shall con
firm him .. ," 

You are met in this Conference to review the progress of 
the Seven Year Plan, to be confirmed, galvanized and sent 
into action. It is not enough for the North American be
lievers to stand at the forefront of the Baha'i world; the 
scope of their exertions must be steadily widened. In the 
words of 'Abdu'I-Baha, "The range of your future achieve
ments still remains undisclosed. I fervently hope that in the 
near future the whole earth may be stirred and shaken .by 
the results of your achievements." "Exert yourselves; your 
mission is unspeakably glorious, Should success crown your 
enterprise, America will assuredly evolve into a centre from 
which waves of spiritual power will emanate ... " 

The valiant countries of North America should in the sec
ond half of the Seven Year Plan ensure that an ever-swelling 
number of pioneers and traveling teachers will arise and 
travel to and settle in countries which need their support, 
however inhospitable the local conditions may be, ceaseless
ly endeavoring to contribute to the expansion of the 
teaching work and the strengthening of the foundations of 
the communities they are called upon to assist. They should, 
moreover, continue their defense of the downtrodden, open 
their doors to their BaM'i brethren who are seeking refuge 
in their lands, provide technological expertise to com
munities which need it, and supply an uninterrupted flow of 
resources to support the ever-increasing international pro
jects of the Faith. 

In their respective homefronts the Baha'is of North 
America should intensify the drive to attract the masses to 
God's Holy Cause, to provide the means for their integra
tion into the work of the Faith, and should become stand
ard-bearers of an embryonic Baha'i society which is des
tined to gradually emerge under the influence of the in
tegrating and civilizing forces emanating from the Source of 
God's Revelation. Such noble objectives cannot be fully 
achieved unless and until local communities .become those 
collective centers of unity ordained in our Writings, and 
every individual earnestly strives to support the structure 
and ensure the stability of the Administrative Edifice of the 
Faith, 

How fitting that this Conference, and the one held for 
Baha'i children on a scale unprecedented in North America, 
should commemorate the 50th anniversary of the passing of 
Bahiyyih Khanum, the Greatest Holy Leaf, whose love for 
the North American believers and whose admiration for 
their heroism were so deep and so sustained and whose na
tural fondness for children was so characteristic of Baha
'u'llah. May each of you emulate her unswerving devotion 
and loyalty to the Covenant of God and her perseverance in 
the path of His love. We shall mark this first day of your 
Conference, together with the one being held concurrently 
in Canberra, with prayers at the Holy Shrines that all may 
"become assisted in service and like unto brilliant stars 
shine in these regions with the light of guidance," 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
The Universal House of Justice 

September 2, 1982 
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W orId Centre 

A loving tribute to Greatest Holy Leaf 

At 9 a.m. Saturday, July 17, about 
250 staff members at the World Centre 
in Haifa gathered for the first event 
ever held in the Seat of the Universal 
House of Justice, a seminar on the 
Greatest Holy Leaf. 

The day-long event was held on the 
occasion of the 50th anniversary of the 
passing of Bahiyyih Khanum, the 
Greatest Holy Leaf, and followed by 
several hours a commemorative ob
servance at the Shrine of the Bab. 

The broad stairway, seven meters (23 
feet) wide, leading down into the con
course of the Seat of the House of Jus
tice from the second floor served as a 
dais. The friends were seated to the left 
of the main entrance, while behind 
them lay an area of comparable size 
that will permit the seating of more 
than twice the number of that day's 
participants. 

Numerous arrangements of roses 
and other flowers accented the struc
tural beauty of the reception concourse 
whose design shows classic perfection 
of proportion. 

A Tablet of 'Abdu'I-Baha addressed 
to the Greatest Holy Leaf was chanted 
and then repeated in English. 

The first speaker was one who had 
close personal association with the 
Greatest Holy Leaf-the Hand of the 
Cause of God Amatu'I-Baha RulJiyyih 
Khanum. 
-She began her remarks, however, by 
calling to mind "one whose chair is 
empty today." The friends' thoughts 
turned to Amoz Gibson, the well-loved 
member of the Universal House of Jus
tice whose death they had so recently 
mourned. 

The Hand of the Cause then spoke 
for more than an hour sharing her 
memories of "Khanum," as the Great
est Holy Leaf was known. She told of 
the privilege she had been given as a 
young girl of sharing intimate mo-
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ments with Khanum in the Master' 5 

house during her stay in Haifa with her 
mother in ] 923. 

Counsellor Anneliese Bopp present
ed a summary of the life of "the out
standing heroine of the Baha'i Dispen
sation," enumerating some of the titles 
by which Bahiyyih Khanum is called in 
the literature of the Faith, among 
which are: "well-beloved sister of' Ab
du'I-Bahcl"; the Holy Family's "most 
precious, most great adorning"; "the 
brightly shining Leaf, the Remnant of 
Baha, and His trust, the eternal fruit 
and the one last remembrance of the 
Holy Tree." 

The friends shared a picnic-style 

Bahiyyih Khanum, known to Baha'i's 
as the Greatest Holy Leaf. 

lunch of cold food in the staff dining 
room, still unfurnished but carpeted 
and with temporary buffet tables set 
up. 
Precious memories 

In the afternoon 'Ali Nakhjavani, a 
member of the Universal House of Jus
tice, shared precious memories from 
the life of the Greatest Holy Leaf. 

He noted that the dome of the Seat is 
reminiscent of the dome of the monu
ment to the Greatest Holy Leaf, saying 
that the architect intended this visible 
link between the two structures. 

Mrs. Baharieh Ma'ani gave an origi
nal presentation on the Greatest Holy 
Leaf's place in religious history, out
lining first the role of each of the out
standing women of previous Dispensa
tions, and reinforcing the friends' re
spect for the effective contributions 
made by Bahiyyih Khclnum at several 
times in the history of the Cause. 

During a tea break the friends went 
out by the back door of the concourse 
and sipped refreshments in the colon
nade while admiring the dramatic dis
play of color that had appeared in the 
terraced gardens in recent months. The 
five-tiered garden rises steeply for 25 
meters (about 82 feet) and is profusely 
planted with a variety of flowers, blos
soming shrubs and small trees. 

Portraits of Khanum and scenes as
sociated with her life were shown in a 
slide presentation prepared by Mr. and 
Mrs. A.L. Thompson. This was fol
lowed by the recitation in Persian and 
English of a prayer from the Pen of the 
Greatest Holy Leaf-a fitting end to a 
day spent commemorating her saintly 
life. 

- ---.... 



Greatest Holy Leaf 

'An event-filled and peerless life' 

Bahiyyih Khanum, the Greatest 
Holy Leaf, and sister of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
occupies a unique position in the Ba
ha'i Faith. Shoghi Effendi describes 
her as "the outstanding heroine of the 
Baha'i Dispensation," I and informs 
us that both Baha'u'llah and the Mas
ter "proclaim her as an example to 
their followers, and an object worthy 
of the attention of all mankind." 2 

It is particularly fitting that her 
name should be mentioned at this Na
tional Convention, as the United States 
National Baha'i Archives contain a let
ter written on her behalf to Martha 
Root nearly 60 years ago, in which the 
Greatest Holy Leaf disclosed her ex
citement at the imminent prospect of 
meeting the first Baha'is from Aus
tralia and New Zealand to go on pil
grimage to the Holy Land. 

Surveying her event-filled and peer
less life, there appear to be three dis
tinguishing characteristics which serve 
to illuminate the significance of her 
days on this earth. They are: 

1. She offers an admirable role 
model to the women of the world in her 
quest for the true liberation which Ba
ha'i teachings offer. One of the mighty 
tasks in which the world-wide Baha'i 
community is engaged is that of con
structing a society in which the sacred 
principle of equality of men and wo
men is expressed adequately. Baha'i 
women might well find comfort and in
spiration in contemplating the life of 
fulfillment exemplified by Bahiyyih 
Khanum-a fulfillment which she at
tained despite years of imprisonment, 

An address by Dr. Peter Khan, a 
member of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors for Australasia, at the 
1982 Baha'i National Convention in 
New Zealand. It is reprinted from the 
Australian Baha'i Bulletin, August 
1982. 

' ... believers will celebrate her 
devotion to the protection of the 
Faith in her undeviating and un
shakable adherence to the Cove
nant, standing firm in support 
of 'Abdu'I-Baha as the Cove
nant-breakers in His family 
made their shameful attacks.' 

lack of resources, opportunity, and 
freedom-and also despite physical 
suffering and years of ill-health con
sequent to the hardships endured in 
Adrianople. 

Her life was enriched and ennobled 
by her participation in the adminis
trative activities of the Faith, even to 
the extent of its custodianship during 
the temporary absences of Shoghi Ef
fendi from the Holy Land during the 
early years of his ministry as Guardian 
of the Faith. During the entire course 
of this Dispensation, believers will cele
brate her devotion to the protection of 
the Faith in her undeviating and un
shakable adher~nce to the Covenant, 
standing firm in support of 'Abdu'l
Baha as the Covenant-breakers in His 
family made their shameful attacks. 

2. Her life is an instructive example 
to all Baha'is, men and women alike. 
Time permits mention of only a few of 
her peerless attributes. Her service to 
the Faith dates back to the period in 
Baghdad when, as a young girl, she 
carried Qut important assignments for 
Baha'u'llah. It was a service offered 
selflessly to Baha'i and non-Baha'i 
alike; her compassion and solace to the 
starving and afflicted people of the 
Holy Land during World War I dem
onstrates the consistency between Ba
ha'i belief and practice. 

Even a cursory survey of her life 
shows that she found inner serenity in a 

stressful environment. 'Abdu 'I-Baha. 
in a Tablet addressed to the Greatest 
Holy Leaf, identifies the general prin
ciple applicable to Baha'i service when 
He states: 

"From the beginning of time sorrow 
and anxiety, regret and tribulation, 
have always been the lot of every loyal 
servant of God. Ponder this in thine 
heart and consider how ver:v true it 
. "3 
IS ••• 

So it is today. The challenge to ful fill 
the goals of the Seven Year Plan; the 
sacrifices inherent in administrative 
functioning; the pressures coming 
from a wayward and declining society; 
all combine to produce stress in the life 
of a devoted believer-but this work is 
the work that God most wants done at 
this time; and this stress can be a con
structive and positive factor promoting 
personal growth and spiritual develop
ment, and thus leading to an abiding 
and pervasive happiness. This sense of 
joy, this celebration of the wonder and 
mystery of life distingpished the Great
est Holy Leaf. 

3. Her relationship with Baha'u'llah 
and 'Abdu'I-Baha offers an admirable 
example of the richness and tenderness 
which will increasingly distinguish Ba
ha'i family life. 

Let us draw inspiration and instruc
tion from the magnificent example of 
the holy life of Bahiyyih Khanum. As 
we meditate on the beauty of her char
acter, and as we celebrate the success 
of her life, let us resolve to go forward 
in her footsteps and to find happiness 
and serenity through service to the 
Faith in these turbulent days. 

References: 
1. God Passes By, p. 108. 
2. Guidance for Today and Tomorrow, 
p.69. 
3. Baha'i Holy Places al the World 
Centre, p. 67. 
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Canada 

Third North American Native Council 

Four hundred forty-six Baha'is and 
their guests from 10 countries and 
representing 60 Indian tribes par
ticipated August 12-15 in the third 
North American Baha'i Native Council 
on the Blood Indian Reserve in south
western Alberta, Canada. 

The Council, whose theme was 
"Come Soar with the Knowledge of 
the Spirit, " was blessed by the presence 
of the Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'I-Baha RuQiyyih Khanum. 

Among the other participants were 
Counsellors for the Americas Lauretta 
King and Raul Pav6n; Counsellor Shi
Tin Boman from India; and members 
of the National Spiritual Assemblies of 
Alaska, Canada and the United States. 

Although most of those present were 
from North America, some had travel
ed from as far away as Central or 
South America. All but about 50 of the 
participants were indigenous Baha'is 
and their non-Baha'i guests. 

Spiritual destiny 

In an opening address, Eugene King, 
a Native American who is chairman of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Alaska, challenged the native peoples 
to arise to fulfill their spiritual destiny. 

Speaking strongly of the need for 
native believers to serve the Faith, he 
referred to a Tablet from the Bab in 
which He speaks of those who know of 
this Revelation and who might now be 
held accountable for prolonging the 
agony of the world should they fail to 
arise and teach the Cause of God. 

A highlight of the four-day gather
ing was the announcement of the elec
tion of Chester Kahn to the U.S. Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. 

Mr. Kahn, a Navajo Indian from 
Houck, Arizona, was present at the 
Native Council with other members of 
the "Trail of Light" teaching team 
composed of Native American BaM'is 
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HEARTS UPLIFTED WELCOME MESSAGE COUNCIL DELIGHTED 
WIDE REPRESENT A TION LARGE ATTENDANCE PRESENCE DiS
TINGUISHED GUESTS. MAY HIGH RESOLVE GATHERED FRIENDS 
BE FULLY REALIZED MAY SPIRIT GENERA TED AT COUNCIL 
PERMEATE RECEPTIVE MULTITUDES OF INDIAN POPULATION 
NORTH AMERICA. FERVENTLY PRAYING HOLY SHRINES CONFIR
MA TION ALL EFFORTS FULFILLMENT GLORIOUS DESTINY ENVIS
IONED BELOVED MASTER. 

from North America. 
The Council featured 15 workshop 

sessions on topics that included Native 
prophecies; the Baha'i Faith and the 
Bible; Overcoming Hurt Through 
Spiritual Understanding; Native Mu
sic, Dance and Spirituality; Overcom
ing Alcoholism; and Building a Spiri
tual Marriage. 

Other workshops focused on child 
education; Baha'i youth; Native Amer
ican women and the Faith; problem
solving without politics; and building a 
strong Baha'i community. 

A frequent topic of frank consul
tation during the workshops, accord
ing to one observer, was the issue of 
dealing with a predominantly white so
ciety including non-Native BaM'is. 

During the consultation the in
digenous friends spoke of their need to 
overcome fears and prejudices and to 
become one not only with other Native 
believers but with all of the friends. 
Participants offered one another 
strong encouragement to accomplish 
this. 

Amatu'I-Baha RuQiyyih Khanum 
spoke on three occasions, during one 
of which she mentioned the spiritual 
challenges faced by indigenous peoples 
around the world and encouraged 
those present not to abandon their own 
spiritual values. 

BaM'is, she said, must be actively 
involved in bringing about social 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
AUGUST 14,1982 

change, not in a partisan political way 
but in every other way. 

During the Council the Hand of the 
Cause visited the nearby Peigan Re
serve where she met with a group of the 
elders of that tribe who, more than 20 
years ago, had conferred upon her an 
Indian name that means "blessed mo
ther. " 

One evening during the Council she 
dined with a group of elders from the 
Blood Reserve. . 

Amatu'l-Baha RuQiyyih Khanum 
also was among the approximately 
2,000 people who attended a Saturday 
evening pow wow that began at 8 
o'clock and did not end until 3 o'clock 
Sunday morning. At one point, she 
joined in the lively dancing. 

Another highlight of the Council 
was the arrival and introduction of 
members of "Camino del Sol," the 
"Trail of Light" teaching teams that 
traveled this summer through Central 
and South America before linking up 
again in Quito, Ecuador, at the Inter
national BaM'i Conference. 

Team members shared moving ac
counts of their teaching experiences. 

Saying that meeting with the various 
indigenous peoples in Mexico, Central 
and South America had affected them 
deeply, they expressed a heightened 
desire to unite North and South Amer
ica in closer bonds of fellowship and 

J 
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love. 
Among the chairmen for the Council 

sessions was Martha Many Grey 
Horses, a Blood Indian from Leth
bridge, Alberta, who became a Baha'{ 
two years ago during the second North 
American Native Council in Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

She is now a member of the Conti
nental Indigenous Council which plan
ned the four-day Native Council meet
ing. 

Tribute to mart~'rs 

The program for the final day of the 
Council included a tribute to the mar
tyrs in Iran and an address by Amatu'l
Baha RUQiyyih Khanum. 

Following her presentation, the 
Hand of the Cause asked for questions 
from the audience. Instead, she was 
greeted by several non-Baha'i Native 
Americans who expressed their desire 
to embrace the Faith. 

In all, more than a dozen people de
clared their belief in Baha'u'llah dur
ing the Council sessions including three 
of the cooks. 

The Council ended with participants 
singing "Allah'u' Abha" followed by 
tearful but happy farewells. 

~.iiiiini~Tir1i.iiiiiiiii~A;;:bove: The Hand of lhe Cause of God 
Amalu'I-BaM Rzil](l'yih Khanum ad
dresses the audience at the third North 
American Baha'i Native Council in Al
berta, Canada. She discussed the spiri
tual challenges facing indigenous peo
ples around the world and stressed the 
importance of holding on to firm spiri
tual values. Left: No Native Council 
would be complete without exuberant 
dancing to the rhythmic beat of drums. 
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Latin America 

'Trail of Light' sets many hearts ablaze 

Members of 10 North American na
tive tribes blazed a "Trail of Light" 
through Latin America this summer 
during a wide-ranging teaching cam
paign that included visits to 10 coun
tries in Central and South America. 

The two teams of Native American 
Baha'is from Alaska, Canada and the 
United States traveled and taught in 
Mexico, Belize, Costa Rica, Guate
mala, Honduras, Panama, Bolivia, 
Chile, Peru and finally Ecuador, where 
they were linked up in time for the In
ternational Conference August 6-8 in 
Quito. 

They taught, danced and sang for 
varied groups, forging bonds of friend
ship with their Latin American bro
thers and sisters in the Faith and es
pecially with the indigenous peoples of 
the southern hemisphere. 

The "Camino del Sol" (Trail of 
Light) began June 19-20 on the Navajo 
Reservation in Arizona where an inter
national teaching conference at the site 
of the future Southwest Baha'i In
stitute brought team members together 
for the first time. 

Three members of the Continental 
Board of Counsellors for the Americas 
were present at the conference-Mrs. 
Carmen de Burafato of Mexico, Mrs. 
Lauretta King of Alaska, and Raul 
Pavon of Ecuador. 

Mrs. de Burafato described the origi
nal migrations of the native peoples of 
the hemisphere, saying that the travels 
of the Baha'is along a "trail of light" 
was a dream come true. 

A memorial service for Amoz Gib
son, a member of the Universal House 
of Justice who passed away May 14, 
flooded the hearts of these present 
with memories of his early days as a 
pioneer on the Navajo Reservation and 
reminded them of his love for the Na
vajos and his confident vision of the 
teaching institute's coming into being. 
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'It is impossible to estimate the 
spiritual impact of this historic 
project, but it is certainly very 
great ... Everywhere, people 
were amazed to learn that the 
Faith had penetrated the indi
genous areas of North Amer
ica ... ' 

Prayers comforted the hearts as the 
"Trail of Light" campaign was dedi
cated to the memory of his indomitable 
spirit. 

Following the conference the two 
teams set out from Arizona. One went 
to the six countries of Central America 
and the other to Chile, Bolivia, Peru 
and Ecuador where they were reunited 
at the International Conference. 

MEXICO-The five-member team, ac
companied by Counsellors King and 
Artemus Lamb, and by Fletcher Ben
nett, an Auxiliary Board member from 
Canada who filmed the activities, ar
rived June 21 in Mexico City. 

In Tampico, State of Veracruz, in
terviews were held with the leading 
newspaper, the university newspaper 
and with television and radio stations. 
In Pablanta there were many meetings 
with Totonaco Indians of that region, 
and a proclamation for more than 100. 

In Oaxaca City about 300 people at
tended a public meeting at which team 
members demonstrated their tribal 
dances and songs and shared the Ba
ha'i Teachings. In the indigenous vil
lage of Lachigoloo 175 people came to 
a public meeting. Both meetings were 
the largest of their kind ever held by 
Baha'is in the State of Oaxaca. 

At the Baha'i Center in Merida, Yu
catan, an interview was filmed for tele
vision news and a fine newspaper arti
cle with photo was published. In other 

~arts of the Yucatan peninsula 100 to 
150 Baha'is and their friends came to 
each event. In Quintana Roo a procla
mation in an open air theatre attracted 
an audience of more than 600. The per
formers shared samples of their tribal 
songs, dances, symbols and the basic 
:eachings of the Faith. The next morn
ing brought an interview with the 
President of the city. 

Counsellor Lamb writes: "It is im
;:,ossible to estimate the spiritual im
pact of this historic project, but it is 
.::ertainly very great, both on local Ba
:-d,'is and on friends of the Faith and 
:he public. Everywhere, people were 
amazed to learn that the Faith had 
;:,enetrated the indigenous areas of 
~orth America; furthermore, they 
were deeply impressed by the spiri
:'Jality, capacity and love of the team. 
Already in Mexico, new concepts, 
ideas and plans are being discussed on 
how to carry this process forward, 
both on a national and an international 
level. .. 

BELIZE-On July 9 the team left 
for Belize, reduced now to four mem
bers, as one person had to return home 
due to a back injury. Public meetings 
were given in Corozal, Orange Walk 
and Belize City, attracting large crowds 
in the last two places. Dances and 
songs and some talks on the Faith were 
\ideo taped for local television, and 
:wo shows were recorded for the regu
iar Baha'i radio program of Belize. A 
newspaper article for July 9 proclaims 
"First time in Belize! American In
dians visit." 

PA~AMA-The team arrived July 
: I to undertake a schedule that in
.::luded radio and television appear
ances, public meetings, and partici
pation in the first Baha'i Native Coun
=il in that region. A cable received July 
30 at the World Centre in Haifa reports 



the outstanding results of that Council: 
"Overjoyed outcome first native coun
cil Guaymi Indians, catalyzed (by) in
spiring North American kin, "Trail of 
Light," signalizing beginning fulfill
ment indigenous traditions, Baha'i 
prophecies. Consultation fruitful, con
tinued spiritual cultural interchange 
development. More than 1,000 Guaymi 
believers joined by Panamanian Cuna, 
Costa Rican Guaymi, Talamanca, Te
ribe representatives, despite torrential 
rains. Historic gathering further bless
ed presence Counsellor Pringle and in
digenous Auxiliary Board member. 
Recommendation made, fund initiated 
establishment Native Council Panama
nians, Costa Rican tribes. Rising in
digenous enkindlement Faith Baha
'u'llah. " 

CHILE-In Region IX (where 89 of 
Chile's Local Assemblies are and 
where 14,000 Baha'is live) there were 
public performances at two schools, at 
the Baha'i Institute, the Cultural Cen
ter of the city of Temuco-250 pres
ent-and at a municipal school in Te
muco for 600 children and faculty. The 
team also performed in a park in San
tiago, recorded music and interviews 
for Baha'i radio, and gave a public 
performance in Concepcion. 

"Publicity for the group," accord
ing to Chile's Feast Newsletter, "put 
the Faith in the 'first rank' since not 
only were there numerous articles in 
the press in Concepcion, Temuco and 
Santiago, but also photos and articles 
on the covers of the dailies of Temuco 
and Concepcion and of the Chronicle 
of Santiago, an English-language 
paper. In Temuco the Sunday supple
ment of July 4 devoted the entire first 
page to the subject. Radio interviews 
were outstanding in all the cities. 
Among all the activity, however, the 
most moving was the heart-to-heart 
contact with our brothers the Mapuche 
Baha'is. The crowning glory, we might 
say, came at the end of their perform
ance in Temuco when they danced the 
'Eagle Dance' together with a Ma
puche group, Kalle-Kalle Mapu, inter
changing their tribal costumes. Mr. 
Athos Costas, Counsellor of the Con
tinental Board in the Americas, who 
accompanied them on the trip said, 
'The full effect of this visit still has not 
been manifested .. .' " 

PERU-On July 18 the team was 

INSIDE 
Opening the Closet 
Doors 

Film censorship in 
Chile faces a tough de
CIsion over controversiaJ 
homosexuality themes. 
See exclusive photos 
from newest film in this 
trend . Making love -
whict; you probably 
won '1 ever see on the 
screen in Chile p 13. 
•• ** •• ********** 
Happy Birthday. 
U.S.A.! 
**************** 
A special repon on the 
U.S. presence in ChiIe
then and now • and a 
look at some of those 
who have made histoty. 
P·8. 

This photograph of members of one of 
the 'Trail of Light' teaching teams ap
peared July 2 on the front page of the 
Chronicle in Santiago, Chile, with an 

met at the border between Bolivia and 
Peru by the directors of Radio Baha'i 
of Puno with their Volkswagen and by 
Auxiliary Board member Boris Handal 
with the Baha'i jeep. The following 
day the team members participated in a 
large conference in Caspa where, 
through radio and visits, hundreds of 
people had been invited. From early 
morning to four o'clock in the after
noon there was an exchange of perfor
mances between the visitors in their 
colorful costumes and local groups, 
with the Faith proclaimed at every op
portunity to the 3,000 people in at
tendance. In the late afternoon of that 
same day, the "Trail of Light" team 
performed for an audience of more 
than 1,000 in the town of Juli. 

In Puno on July 21 they visited the 
College of Fine Arts and radio and 
television stations, accompanied and 
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article about the team and its journey 
to Latin America to meet indigenous 
peoples and tell them about the Baha''
Faith. 

assisted by Counsellor Mas'ud Khamsi 
and Auxiliary Board members Mr. 
Handal and Andres Jachakollo. In 
Cuzco the following day they met hun
dreds of campesinos and visited Machu 
Picchu where they were the center of 
attraction. 

Arriving in Lima, the team members 
visited newspapers and were inter
viewed for 20 minutes on a television 
news program. At midPay they flew to 
visit the Aguarunas, a jungle tribe. Ac
companied by Enrique Sanchez, who 
had arranged the visit two weeks ear
Iier, they met with hundreds of Agua
runas and their chiefs, performing for 
them and proclaiming the Faith. From 
Lima they left for Ecuador to join the 
other half of the "Camino del Sol" at 
Quito, where their participation was 
one of the highlights of the Baha'i In
ternational Conference. 
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Canada 

'Baha'i Studies' holds 7th Conference 

The Hand of the Cause of God John 
Robarts was among the more than 650 
Baha'is who attended the seventh an
nual Conference of the Association for 
BaM'i Studies held August 30-
September 2 at the Chateau Laurier in 
Ottawa, Canada. 

The Conference theme, "The Baha'i 
Option," was explored in a variety of 
addresses and papers, and in work
shops and symposia on ssholarship, 
curricula, health, and international 
development. 

Among the Conference participants 
were Dr. Farzam Arbab, a member of 
the Continental Board of Counsellors 
for the Americas; three members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Ca-

The seventh annual Conference of the 
Association for Baha'I' Studies was 
held August 30-September 2 at the 
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nada, Dr. Hossain Danesh, Glen Ey
ford and Douglas Martin; and three 
members of the U.S. National Spiritual 
Assembly, Dr. Wilma Brady, Judge 
Dorothy W. Nelson and Judge James 
F. Nelson. 

Also attending were Counsellor Raul 
Pav6n; Dr. Victor de Araujo, the rep
resentative of the Baha'i International 
Community at the United Nations; and 
Dr. Betty J. Fisher, general editor of 
the U.S. Baha'i Publishing Trust. 

This year's Hasan Balyllzi Lec
tureship was delivered by Gayle Mor
rison, a Baha'i historian and educator 
from Hawaii who is the author of To 
Move the World, a biography of the 
Hand of the Cause of God Louis G. 

Choteau Laurier in Ottowa, 
(Photo by Jock Bower~) 

Gregory. 
Mrs. M0rrison's topic was "A New 

Creation' The Power of the Covenant 
in the Life of Louis Gregory." 
Essa~' awards 

The 1982 essay contest awards were 
presented in the high school category 
to Saba Arjomand of Port Moody, 
British Columbia, for "Economics in 
Third World Countries"; in the univer
sity category to Randy Gottlieb of Ca
muy, Puerto Rico, for "Needs Assess
ment Survey to Determine the Training 
Requirements of International Baha'i 
Travel Teachers"; and in the in
dividual category to Robert Cameron 
of Duluth, Minnesota, for "The Num
ber Nineteen and the Disconnected 
Letters of the Qur'an." 

Other speakers and their topics: 
• Judge Dorothy Nelson and Judge 

James Nelson, "Natural Law Revis
ited: The Baha'i Perspective on Law, 
Language and Ethics." 

• Deborah and Will van den Hoo
nard, "Reconciling Personal and So
cial Values." 

• Helgi Eyford, "Development of 
Human Rights in International Law." 

• John Huddleston, "Thoughts on 
the Economy of a Baha'i World Com
monwealth. " 

• Gregory C. Dahl, "Evolving To
ward a Baha'i Economic System." 

• Larry Miller, "The Corporate Cul
tural Revolution." 

• Tahirih Foroughi and Malcolm 
Greenlees, "Accounting: The Period 
of Decline and Regeneration, a Baha'i 
Perspective. " 

• Houshang Zargarpour, "Le Por
trait de Notre Civilization-I'Aspet 
Socioeconomique de la Foi Baha'ie." 

• Marion R. Finley Jr., "La Tele
matique dans la Communaute Interna
tionale Baha'ie." 

Stephen Caswell, "International 



This year's Hasan Balyuzi Lec
tureship was delivered by Gayle 
Morrison, a Baha'i historian 
and educator from Hawaii who 
is the author of To Move the 
World, a biography of the Hand 
of the Cause of God Louis G. 
Gregory. 

Telecommunications and the Baha'i 
Faith. " 

• Don Addison, "An Emergent 
World-Embracing Approach to Mu
sic." 

• Dr. Farzam Arbcib, "A Challenge 
to Baha'i Scholars." 

• Lewis Perinbam (non-Baha'i), 
"The New Interdependence." 

• Paul Ojermark, "L'lntegration et 
Cooperation. " 

• Linda Gershuny, "Intercultural 
Communication: A Prerequisite for In
ternational Development-the Unique 
Contributions of the Baha'i World 
View." 

• Michael Bopp, "Essential Com
ponents of Baha'i Development." 

• Will van den Hoonard, "Strategies 
in Baha'i International Development." 

Mr. Perinbam, who is vice-president 
of the special programs branch, Cana
dian International Development Agen
cy in Ottawa, said that "as Baha'is you 
have seen the coming of a new World 
Order and you have dedicated your
selves to shaping it. 

"In the current atmosphere, which is 
too often characterized by apathy or 
despair, we need your faith in building 
and developing the potential for a glo
bal society, because without that faith, 
we cannot build-or should I put it 
positively, that it is only with that faith 
that we can build a new interdependent 
world order founded on justice, on 
harmony and on tolerance." 

Entertainment at the Conference 
was provided by pianist Don Addison 
from Nsukka, Nigeria; santour player 
Kiu Haghighi from Glenview, Illinois; 
and the musical duo "Do'a" (Randy 
Armstrong and Ken LaRoche) from 
Dover, New Hampshire. 

The Association for Baha'i Studies 
was established in 1974 by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Canada in re
sponse to a goal of the Five Year Plan 

from the Universal House of Justice to 
"cultivate opportunities for formal 
presentations, courses and lectureships 
on the Baha'i Faith in Canadian 
universities and other institutions of 
higher learning." 

The Association has experienced re
markable growth over the past three 
years with membership growing from 
350 (with Canada alone represented) to 

Above: A technician video tapes one of 
the sessions of the seventh Conference 
of the Associationfor Baha'i' Studies in 
Ottawa, Canada. Below: The Hand of 
the Cause of God John Robarts (sec
ond from right) congratulates the win
ners in the Association's essay contest. 

1,650 including 839 members in Ca
nada, 459 in the U.S. and 352 in other 
countries, mainly In Europe. 

In 1981, with the approval of the 
Universal House of Justice, it was 
decided, in view of its worldwide ex
pansion, to change the name from the 
Canadian Association for Studies on 
the ~aha'i Faith to the Association for 
Baha'i Studies. 

Shown with him are (left to right) Rob
ert Cameron of Duluth, Minnesota; 
Saba Arjomand of Port Moody, Brit
ish Columbia; and Randy Gottlieb of 
Camuy, Puerto Rico. (Photos by John 
McNeil) 
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The world 

An 'accidental' proclamation by design 

An unexpected proclamation took 
place in Lahore, Pakistan, last summer 
when the Spiritual Assembly of Lahore 
decided to employ an architectural 
firm to submit a design for a new local 
J:Ia?-iratu 'l-Quds. 

Unexpectedly, the architect hired for 
the project assigned the task to his class 
of architectural students at the Na
tional College of Arts. Each of the 56 
students was asked to submit a design 
for the J:Ia?-iratu'I-Quds. 

A Baha'i who visited the college on 
the day the designs were presented was 
astonished to find 56 lovely and dif
ferent concepts, each one based on 
some aspect of the Teachings of the 
Faith. 

Each student introduced his or her 
design, and "it seemed for a moment," 
said the visiting Baha'i, "as if they 
were all Baha'is." 

Fifty Baha'i youth from a dozen lo
calities in Pakistan attended a National 
Youth Conference held April 2-3 in 
Hyderabad. Speakers included mem
bers of the National Spiritual As
sembly and the Auxiliary Board. 

The conference theme- was "sacri
fice," and 10 youth volunteered to 
become homefront pioneers to help 
form and consolidate new Assemblies. 

Eight youth arose to make a week
long teaching trip, while five others 
agreed to conduct teaching institutes in 
mass-taught areas. Contributions from 
those present enabled the conference to 
be self-supporting. 

Dr. Sabir Afaqi, a member of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors for 
Asia, met July 29 with members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Pakis
tan at the beginning of his visit to 
various cities in that country. 

The Counsellor attended a confer
ence July 30 in Thatta that also was at-
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Shown here are participants in a con
ference for assistants to the Auxiliary 
Board held July 30 in Thatta, Paki
stan. Among those attending the con-

tended by assistants to the Auxiliary 
Board members for Sind Province. 

That evening, Dr. Afaqi met with 
the Trustees of the Baha'i Publishing 
Trust of Pakistan and members of the 

Zimbabwe 
Three conferences, each of which 

was planned by the National Teaching 
Committee, were held in Zimbabwe to 
honor the 50th anniversary of the pass
ing of Bahiyyih Khanum, the Greatest 
Holy Leaf. 

More than 80 people attended the 
conference at Mizpah Farm in Masho
naland. Among the speakers was a rep
resentative of the National Spiritual 
Assembly who called for a renewed 
sense of dedication on the part of all 
the Baha'is in Zimbabwe by learning 
from the example of Baha'is in Iran 
who are sacrificing their personal com
fort and even their lives for the Faith. 

Fifteen Baha'is from Gweru and 

ference were Counsel/or Sabir Afaq; 
and A uxiliary Board members Sham
sheer A Ii and Parvin Yazamedi. 

National Teaching Committee. 
Before leaving fer Quetta, the Coun

sellor addressed Baha'is in Karachi 
during a Nineteen Day Feast observ
ance. 

K wekwe attended the Midlands Con
ference in Gweru whose speakers also 
included a representative of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. 

Speakers at the third conference, in 
Gumtree, Matabeleland, included 
Auxiliary Board member Enayat So
haili and a representative of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. 

During a lunch break, the non-Ba
ha'i owner of Gumtree Farm visited 
the conference and offered the Baha'is 
a room in the compound for their ex
clusive use. 



Thailand 

This photo, taken last March, shows 
a new building under construction for 
the Baha'i school at Yasothon, Thai
land. Classes were scheduled to begin 
in mid-May for children from farms 
and vii/ages in northeastern Thailand. 
Local residents are happy to see the 
new Bahd'i school facility being built, 
and the government has expressed its 
support and desire to be of assistance. 

Benin 

Auxiliary Board member Frederic Ho
donou addresses the more than 60 peo
ple who attended the Harmattan Sum-

An "Associatiol1 for Baha'i Wo
men" was created during a recent re
gional conference in Benin's Oueme 
Center. The association was formed in 
response to one of Benin's goals for the 
Seven Year Plan, that of encouraging 
the participation of women in Bahli'i 
activities. 

The new association began immedi
ately to make plans for the partici
pation of Baha'i women at the Inter
national Conference in Lagos, Nigeria. 

Baha'i women now gather in Abo
mey and Lotcho. Benin. to sing and get 
acquainted. In Lotcho. they also main-

, . 
& ·v 

mer School last December /9-2/ at the 
National ija;iratu'I-Quds in Cotonou, 
Benin. 

tain the Baha'i Center. 

Meanwhile, Baha'i women in Do
loume have formed a singing group 
that performed at the dedication of the 
regional Bahli'i Center in Zou, Benin, 
last January, at a border conference in 
Doloume in February. and at local in
stitutes. 

The women singers are accompanied 
by a group of young instrumental mu
sicians. 

Australia 
The photography of Effie Baker, the 

first woman Baha'i of Australia, forms 
part of an exhibit entitled" Australian 
Women Photographers, 1890-1950" 
that is presently touring that country. 

Miss Baker's work is represented by 
four hand-colored silver prints of wild
flowers that were loaned by the Natio
nal Spiritual Assembly of Australia. 

She is described in the exhibition 
catalog as a Baha'i, and reference is 
made to her 1930 photographs of his
torical places of the Faith in Iran. 

Miss Baker was sent to Iran to carry 
out that task by the beloved Guardian. 
She accomplished it so well that he in
cluded some of her photos in the 1932 
publication of The Dawn-breakers. 

Earlier, Shoghi Effendi had invited 
her to come to the Holy Land where 
she served for II years as hostess at the 
pilgrim house. 

Mis..s Baker returned to Australia in 
1936. She continued her photography 
and her services to the Faith, living at 
the NationaI1:la~ratu'I-Quds at the re
quest of the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Australia. She died in January 
1968 at the age of 87. 

Lesotho 
Forty adults and as many children 

attended a two-day regional teaching 
conference last summer in Thaba
Limpe. Lesotho. Two women and an 
ll-year-old child had walked for two 
days to reach the conference site. 

The gathering was sponsored by the 
National Teaching Committee. . 
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Mexico 

Pictured are the 52 delegates to the 
22nd Baha'I' National Convention Jf 
Mexico, held April 30-May 2 at the 
Martha Root Institute in Muna, Yu
catan. Among the guests at the Con
vention were Counsellor Fred Schech
ter and his wife.' 

Gregorio Gonzalez, a Zatopec Indian 
Baha'I' (center) is shown with the first 
two Baha',s of Roayaga, Oaxaca, Mex
ico, who were enrolled in the Faith dur
ing Mr. Gonzalez' trip last May to this 
Zatopec Indian village. 

Samoa 
One hundred-fifty people from Sa

moa, Tuvalu, the Cook Islands, Kiri
bati, New Zealand and the United 
States attended a women's conference 
last July in Samoa that was planned to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
the passing of the Greatest Holy Leaf. 

Participants included members of 
the family of His Highness Malietoa 
Tanumafili II. 

Presentations focused on the life of 
the Greatest Holy Leaf; health; chil
dren; family life; practical and spiritual 
values; equality and rights of men and 
women; and the culture and traditions 
of island women. 

Afterward, the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Samoa wrote, "This uni
que gathering is assuredly a result of 
the lifetime of servitude of the Greatest 
Holy Leaf." 
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Central African Republic 

Shown here are the 28 women who at
tended a regional Baha'I' Women's 
Conference last July 9-11 in Bossan
goa, Central African Republic. The 
conference, organized by the women of 
Bossangoa, had as its theme prayer in 

The first Baha',s in the Zatopec Indian 
settlement of Agua Fr(a, Oaxaca, Mex
ico, are shown as they were enrolled in 
the Faith last May by traveling teacher 
Wilfrido Canseco (partially hidden be
hind the man wearing a hat). Mr. Can
seco, who opened the locality to the 
Faith during his first teaching trip 
there, has since returned to continue 
the teaching work and to begin deepen
ing the new believers. 

the Baha'I' family. Participants acted 
out situations in which prayers can be 
of help in decision-making, and each 
of them memorized at least one new 
Baha'I' prayer. 



India 

Shown are the 115 children and their 
teachers at the first children's deepen-

One hundred-fifteen children from 
13 villages in Orissa State, India, at
tended the first children's deepening 
institute ever held at the state Baha'i 
Center in Bhubaneswar last June 7-14. 

The children, who came from Baha'i 
and non-Baha'i families, were pro
vided with meals and boarding as well 
as medical care during the week-long 
institute that was sponsored by the 
State Teaching Committee of Orissa. 

Following dawn prayers and break
fast each day, the children were divided 
by age into two groups for classes in 
which they were taught Baha'i prayers, 
quotations from the Writings, moral 
lessons, the history of the Faith, and 
stories about the Central Figures. 

During arts and crafts periods, the 
girls were taught embroidery while the 
boys were given drawing lessons. 

The children played games each af-

United Kingdom 
The Spiritual Assembly of Exeter, 

England, has resolved to celebrate Ba
ha'i Holy Days, whenever possible, by 
offering some service to the less for
tunate people in that community such 
as those in children's homes, hospitals, 
or homes for the elderly. 

On the anniversary of the Declara
tion of the Bab, the community held a 
party for disabled children at a local 
hospital. 

ing institute held June 7-14 at the 
Orissa State Bahd'{ Center in Bhu-

ternoon and enjoyed evening entertain
ment that included a slide show, dra
matic presentations, singing and other 
musical performances. Many partici
pated in a singing competition, with 
prizes distributed by Auxiliary Board 
member H. Moghelpour. 

At the close of the institute, the 
children were given an exam in which 
they were asked to reproduce whatever 
they had learned during the week. 

Teachers and members of the State 
Teaching Committee were surprised by 
the results, which showed that the stu
dents remembered almost everything 
they had been taught. 

The first meeting in the Mother 
Temple of the Indian Subcontinent was 
held May 2 for delegates and guests at 
the Baha'i National Convention of In
dia. 

The meeting, held in the Temple's 
outer basement area, was a moving 
tribute. to the memory of Ardeshir Rus
tampur, the donor of the Temple land. 

The institution of the Mashriqu'l
Adhkar was explained, and the guests 

Bahamas 
Fifty-eight Baha'is from four islands 

in the Bahamas and from the United 
States and Canada attended the first 
Baha'i Summer School in Nassau, held 
last July 4-10. 

banes war, India. 

were taken on a guided tour of the 
Temple construction site. 

On May 3, in a solemn and moving 
ceremony, a brick from the Siyah
Chal, the "Black Pit" in Tehran where 
Baha'u'llah was imprisoned for several 
months, was placed within the crown 
of one of the Temple's nine arches be
tween layers of steel bars before the 
concreting was done. 

Before the brick was placed, the im
portance of the relic from the Siyah
Chal was explained to the engineers 
and workers who gathered on the Tem
ple floor for prayers. 

Counsellor Shirin Boman visited 
Bihar State, India, last July to begin 
teaching work in the tribal area of Ran
chi and to give added impetus to the 
proclamation work in Patna, Bihar's 
capital city. 

The Faith is being proclaimed by the 
media in Patna where there is a Baha'i 
who is a journalist and another who is 
employed at a radio station. Families 
of professional people-lawyers and 
other officials-are accepting the Faith 
in Patna. . 

Two Bahamians were enrolled in the 
Faith, and media coverage of the event 
was extensive. 
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International Conferences 

Lagos: 'Vast outpouring confirmations' 

The Hand of the Cause of God John 
Robarts represented the Universal 
House of Justice at the Baha'i Interna
tional Conference in Lagos, Nigeria, 
held August 19-22 at the National 
Theatre of Nigeria. 

The African gathering, the third in a 
series of five International Conferences 
held near the midpoint of the Seven 
Year Plan, was attended by an esti
mated 1,500 Baha'is from 46 countries. 

Among those present were 11 mem
bers of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors and 54 Auxiliary Board 
members from 23 countries. 

At the opening session of the Con
ference, which was filmed by Nigerian 
Television and presented on news 
broadcasts that same evening, a gov
ernment representative read a letter 

More than a thousand Bahd '[s are 
shown outside the National Theatre in 
Lagos, Nigeria, August 20. They were 
among an estimated 1,500 believers 

'How wonderful that it has been 
possible to convene this Confer
ence on African soil with such a 
large number of African friends 
in attendance, in loving memory 
of the most distinguished hero
ine of the Baha'i Dispensa
tion . ~ .' 

from the governor of Lagos State 
praising the Baha'is and the principles 
of the Faith. 

A public relations team, Mrs. Dor
othy Hansen and Tunde Agbabiaka, 
fielded questions from a dozen re
porters at a successful press conference 
that was attended by Counsellors Zek
rollah Kazemi and Mihdi Samandari. 

from 46 countries who attended the 
third of five Bahd'{ International Con
ferences held in 1982. 

As a result, excellent newspaper and 
magazine articles and television inter
views continued to appear throughout 
the Conference. 

A Nigerian-Iranian couple gave 
three floors of a building for sleeping 
accommodations and bought 300 mat
tresses for the friends. 

Prayers in many languages were re
cited at the Conference, one of them by 
a 16-year-old girl who chanted softly in 
Sango, the mother tongue of the Cen
tral African Republic. 

The Conference, like the two that 
preceded it and the two that were to 
follow, was dedicated to the memory 
of the Greatest Holy Leaf. 

Mrs. Joanie Lincoln sang a lovely 
song she composed especially for the 
occasion and taught to the audience, 
"La Plus Sainte Feuille" (the Greatest 
Holy Leaf). 

The Conference deliberated on the 
phenomenal growth of the Faith in Af
rica and on the goals yet to be won. Be
tween one speaker and the next there 
was music and dance, and songs in 
many African languages. 

The five-member Conference Com
mittee included Ibo and Yoruba, Am
erican and Iranian members. They re
ported to the Universal House of Jus
tice by cable on August 24: •• A won
derful spirit, inspiring presentations 
and stirring music. Many offers pio
neering, travel teaching. Humbled vast 
outpouring confirmat~ons." 
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The Hand of the Cause of God John Robarts 
represented the Universal House of Justice at 
the Conference in Lagos, Nigeria. 

Message to the Conference in Lagos 
from the Universal House of Justice 
To the Friends gathered at the Baha'i 
International Conference at Lagos 
Dearly-loved Friends, 

With hearts overflowing with love for the people of 
Africa, so richly endowed with the gifts of the spirit, so 
abundantly and repeatedly blessed since the dawn of this 
Revelation, and so gloriously promising in the unfoldment 
of their hidden potentialities, we welcome the friends 
gathered at this Conference held in one of the most impor
tant capitals of their emergent continent. 

As we review the annals of our Faith we see that since the 
days of the Blessed Beauty and up to the early 1950s, the ac
tivities of the friends in Africa had produced the formation 
of one National Spiritual Assembly with its seat in Cairo, 
Egypt, the opening of 12 countries to the light of the Faith, 
and some 50 localities established throughout its vast lands. 
It was at such a time that the beloved Guardian ushered in 
the first African Teaching Plan, to be followed during the 
remaining years of his ministry and in subsequent years 
after his passing, by a series of challenging and bravely ex
ecuted plans designed to implant the banner of the Faith 
throughout the length and breadth of that continent and its 
neighboring islands. 

Today, after the lapse of a little over three decades, we 
stand in awe as we view with admiration one of the most 
valiant contingents of the Army of Light, guided by its own 
Board of Counsellors, led and administered by 37 National 
Spiritual Assemblies and 4,990 Local Spiritual Assemblies, 
privileged to serve an eager and radiant community of be
lievers drawn from 1,152 African tribes residing in 29,000 

2 December 19821Baha'i News 

--------- --- ~- -- -

localities. 
How wonderful that it has been possible to convene this 

Conference on African soil with such a large number of 
African friends in attendance, in loving memory of the most 
distinguished heroine of the Baha'i Dispensation, the eldest 
daughter of the King of Glory, who lived a long life of 
sacrificial service to the Cause of her Beloved Father. Her 
meekness, her unassuming nature, the purity of her soul 
the sensitivity of her heart, the calmness of her demeanor' 
her patience and long-suffering in trials, and above all, he; 
unshakable faith, her tenderness and love, and the spirit of 
self-renunciation which she evinced throughout her blessed 
life, are outstanding characteristics that we can well emu
late, particularly in Africa, where these heavenly qualities 
play such an important part in attracting the souls, and win
ning the hearts to the Cause of Baha'u'llah. 

We rejoice in the knowledge that some communities have 
already initiated in her name teaching and consolidation 
campaigns of far-reaching magnitude, that many Baha'i 
women, inspired by her example, are accepting an ever
greater share of responsibility in running the affairs of the 
community, and that numerous newsletters are reflecting 
eulogies of the station she occupied, the sufferings she en
dured, and the heroism she demonstrated in her love for the 
glorious Cause of her Lord. 

The fortunes of the Seven Year Plan in Africa are in the 
balance. As we draw near to the midway point in the un
foldment of the processes it has set in motion, we call upon 
its valiant promoters on the African mainland and its sur
rounding islands to take stock of their position, to re
appraise their progress, and to concentrate their resources 
on whatever portions of the goals are as yet unachieved. 

Chief among its objectives are a widespread recruitment 
of many more supporters of the Most Great Name, then the 
deepening of the individual believers, for the fulfillment of 
all goals ultimately depends on them, and a notable increase 
in the number of newly formed as well as firmly rooted 
Spiritual Assemblies, to serve as bases for the manifold ac
tivities of the community, including the Baha'i education of 
children, a greater participation of women and youth in Ba
ha'i activities, and the formulation of ways and means to 
enrich the spiritual lives of the "noble" and "pure-hearted" 
believers of a "fast-awakening continent." 

May the participants in this Conference carry to the mass 
of their devoted fellow believers, whose personal cir
cumstances have made it impossible for them to attend, the 
spirit of joy and optimism which we hope will be generated 
at this gathering and the flames of enthusiasm which we 
pray will be enkindled in their hearts. 

May the memory of the Greatest Holy Leaf, who through 
her life of heroic self-sacrifice has left to us "a legacy that 
time can never dim," inspire the friends in every country of 
the continent to rededicate themselves to the Cause of God, 
not to allow any opportunity for meI)tioning the Faith to 
slip by unutilized, and not to permit one day of their lives to 
pass without a noble effort to draw nearer to the good
pleasure of the Blessed Beauty. 

Our fervent prayers surround you as you proceed with 
your deliberations. 

The Universal House of Justice 
August 19, 1982 

I 
I 
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United States 

Dr. Daniel Jordan slain in Connecticut 

Dr. Daniel C. Jordan, vice-chairman 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the United States, was 
found stabbed to death October 16 in a 
parking lot in Stamford, Connecticut. 

Dr. Jordan disappeared October 15 
while en route to New York City from 
California on business connected with 
his position as dean of the School of 
Education at National University in 
San Diego, California. 

Stabbed once 

When he failed to keep a speaking 
engagement the following day, his 
wife, Nancy, was notified. 

She flew immediately to New York 
from their home in Escondido, Cali
fornia, with Dr. Donald Streets, a Ba
ha'i who is it professor at National 
University and a close friend of the 
Jordans. 

On Wednesday, October 20, police 
in Stamford wired a photo of an un
identified body to the New York City 
police department's missing persons 
bureau. 

After making a tentative identifica
tion from that photo, Mrs. Jordan was 
accompanied by police to Stamford 
where a positive identification was 
made at 5:30 that evening. 

Dr. Jordan had been stabbed once in 
the neck and his spinal column severed. 

A spokesman for the Stamford po
lice said Dr. Jordan probably was slain 
late Friday, October 15, or early the 
following morning. 

It is known that he placed a phone 
call Friday evening to a member of the 
Association for World Universities, the 
organization to which he was sched
uled to speak Saturday, and said he 
would be staying with friends that 
night. 

Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly, said, 

Dr. Daniel C. Jordan. a Rhodes scho
lar and educator who was vice-chair
man oj the National Spiritual Assem
bly oj the Bahd '(5 oj the United States. 

"As far as we know, Dr. Jordan was in 
New York on professional business un
related to his duties with the Faith. 

"We are not aware that he contacted 
any Baha'is on this trip," said Dr. 
Kazemzadeh, "and we have no evi
dence to suggest that this tragedy was 
in any way related to Dr. Jordan's Ba
ha'i activities." 

Funeral services for Dr. Jordan, a 
member of the National Spiritual As
sembly since 1963, were held October 
23 in Stamford. 

Dr. Jordan, the first American to 
win a Rhodes scholarship in music, was 
born June 2, 1932, in Alliance, Ne
braska. He earned degrees in music 
from the University of Wyoming and 
Oxford University in England, and 

M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in human de
velopment from the University of Chi
cago. 

Before assuming his post at National 
University, he served as director of the 
Center for the Study of Human Poten
tial and professor of education at the 
University of Massachusetts in Am
herst. 

Dr. Jordan was the founder and 
director of the American National In
stitute for Social Advancement 
(ANI SA). a comprehensive model of 
education organized around a phil
osophical base that is designed to help 
develop the human capacity to learn, 
act and communicate. 

An author and editor of numerous 
articles, books and pamphlets on edu
cation and human development, he 
had lectured widely and appeared on 
more than 200 radio and television pro
grams. 

Dr. Jordan served as an educational 
consultant to a number of institutions 
of higher education including the U.S. 
Department of Education and U.S. 
State Department. and directed and 
administered many governmental grant 
programs in education. 

He was a member of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, the 
American Educational Research As
sociation, the National Association for 
the Education of Young Children, and 
the American Psychological Asso
ciation. 

As remarkable as were his profes
sional accomplishments, Dr. Jordan is 
most fondly remembered by Baha'is 
for his warm and unassuming manner, 
his keen sense of humor, and his su
perb musical talents. 

Besides his wife, Dr. Jordan is sur
vived by three daughters: Melissa, age 
18; Sara, 15; and Charlotte. 5. 
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United States 

House, resolution condemns persecutions 

Following the lead of its colleagues 
in the Senate, the United States House 
of Representatives approved Septem
ber 30 a concurrent resolution that 
strongly condemns the persecution of 
Baha'is by the government of Iran. 

The resolution, sponsored by more 
than 20 congressmen representing a 
wide spectrum of political opinion, was 
introduced by Rep. Don Bonker 
(R-Wash.), chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee's subcom
mittee on Human Rights and Interna
tional Organizations. 

An identical resolution was ap
proved by the Senate on June 30 at the 
urging of Sen. John Heinz (R-Pa.) and 
others. 

Following the completion of some 
technical details, the resolution was to 
be sent to the White House. President 
Reagan would then have 10 days (not 
counting weekends) in which to sign or 
reject the resolution, or allow it to take 
effect without his signature or com
ment. 

'Savage persecution' 

In expressing the gratitude of the 
U.S. Baha'i community for the con
gressional action, Dr. Firuz Kazem
zadeh, secretary of the National Spir
itual Assembly, said the resolution 
"once again condemns the unjustified 
and savage persecution of a peaceful 
and law-abiding minority. 

"International protest may not re
solve the problem," said Dr. Kazem
zadeh, "but it certainly creates an at
mosphere in which it is more difficult 
for the Khomeini regime to justify its 
systematic persecution of the Baha'is." 

The concurrent resolution had its 
genesis May 25 when four Ba
ha'is-Dr. Kazemzadeh; Judge James 
F. Nelson, chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly; Glenford E. Mit
chell, then secretary of the National 
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'International protest may not 
resolve the problem,' said Dr. 
Kazemzadeh, 'but it certainly 
creates an atmosphere in which 
it is more difficult for the Kho
meini regime to justify its sys
tematic persecution of the Ba
ha'is.' 

Assembly and now a member of the 
Universal House of Justice; and Mrs. 
Ramna Nourani-testified before the 
House subcommittee on Human 
Rights and International Organizations 

. chaired by Rep. Bonker. 

During that hearing Mrs. Nourani 
testified about the death of her mother, 
Mrs. Ginous Mahmoudi, a member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Iran who was secretly executed in 
December 1981 with seven other mem
bers of that body, and the disappear
ance of her father, Houshang Mah
moudi, a member of the previous Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Iran who 
was abducted in August 1980 with the 
rest of its members and is presumed 
dead. 

The subcommittee also was given an 
historical overview of the persecution 
of Baha'is in Iran since the Faith's in
ception in 1844, and a review of spe
cific incidences of repression and 
violence following the Islamic Revolu
tion in 1978. 

Besides Rep. Bonker, those who 
spoke in favor of the House resolution 
included Reps. Jim Leach of Iowa, Ed
ward Derwinski of Illinois, Fortney 
"Pete" Stark Jr. of California, and 
Clement Zablocki of Wisconsin. 

" ... the Subcommittee on Human 
Rights and International Organizations 
has conducted a series of hearings on 

religious practice throughout the 
world," Rep. Bonker said in support
ing the resolution. "We have been 
particularly concerned about the per
secution of the Baha'is in Iran. 

"Testimony has revealed that the 
grossest violations of human rights of 
the community have been committed 
by the Iranian Government. 

" ... the resolution before us holds 
the Government of Iran responsible for 
this behavior, and expresses the hope 
(that) the Government should im
mediately cease its discrimination 
(against) the Baha'i community." 

" .. .it is shocking," said Rep. 
Zablocki, "that religious persecution 
of the most barbarous kind still exists 
in the world. 

"Despite the standards observed by 
our Government and many other gov
ernments throughout the world, the 
principle of the freedom of conscience 
and religion is more honored in the 
breach than the observance in certain 
States-Iran's persecution of the Ba
ha'is is a case in point." 

Rep. Derwinski said, " ... Baha'is 
are a special target of the religious fa
natics who now run the Government of 
Iran, and this savage persecution con
tinues without world attention to it. 

"Outside Iran this resolution, there
fore, could have special significance. 
Certainly it is not going to change the 
policies of the Iranian Government, 
but perhaps it will alert the sleeping 
conscience of the world to the terrible 
condition of the Baha'is in Iran and the 
immense suffering borne by the faith
ful in the name of their religion." 

"While this resolution falls short of 
incorporating some of the suggestions 
which emerged from our subcommittee· 
hearing," said Rep. Leach, "it is iden
tical to Senate Concurrent Resolution 
73 as passed by the Senate and thus is 



Rep. Don Bonker, chairman of the 
House Subcommittee on Human 
Rights and International Organiza
tions, is shown during Baha'I' testi
mony before that subcommittee last 
May. 

certain of final passage without re
ferral to conference. 

"I would like to note for the record, 
however, several facts which this res
olution does not make clear. 

"First, the Iranian Government is a 
party to the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights which states, 
in article 16, that everyone shall have 
the right to freedom of religion and, in 
article 27, that persons belonging to 
religious minorities shall not be denied 
the right, in community with other 
members of their group, to profess and 
practice their own religion. 

"The Constitution of Iran recog
nizes only the Zoroastrians, the Jews, 
and the Christians as religious minori
ties which are free to practice their 
religion and does not so recognize the 
Baha'i faith. 

"Second, it should be made clear to 
the Government of Iran that history 
wilJ record the acts for which they have 
responsibility and that they may, at 
some time in the future, be held ac
countable under international law for 
their persecution and extermination of 
these religious people. 

"Third, I would draw the attention 
of the Members of this body to a reso
lution adopted by the United Nations 

Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, then vice'
chairman of the U.S. National Spiri
tual Assembly, points to one of the ex
hibits during BaM'{ testimony last 

Human Rights Commission in March 
1982, expressing the deep concern over 
human rights violations in Iran and re
questing the United Nations Secretary 
General to establish direct contact with 
the Government of Iran and to con
tinue his efforts to insure that the Ba
ha'is are guaranteed their basic human 
rights. 

Formal appeal 

"Also, the United Nations General 
Assembly, of which Iran is a member, 
adoptee by consensus in November 
1981 the 'Declaration of the Elimina
tion of All Forms of Intolerance or 
Discrimination Based on Religion or 
Belief. ' 

"Finally, while the resolution before 
us does not specifically call on the 
President of the United States to take 
any specific action in response to this 
human rights tragedy, I would like to 
ta"ke this opportunity to appeal to the 
administration to do all in its power, in 
spite of the absence of formal diplo
matic relations with the Government of 
Iran, to back up the efforts of the UN 
Secretary General and the UN Human 
Rights Commission in addressing the 
persecution of the Baha'is, to use op
portunities in international forums to 

•• 

May before the House Subcommittee 
on Human Rights and International 
Organizations. 

express the moral outrage of the Am
erican people over what is happening, 
to urge foreign governments to make 
urgent appeals to the Iranian authori
ties to cease the execution and persecu
tion of the Baha'is, and to render all 
appropriate, feasible humanitarian aid 
to Baha'is victimized by this tragedy. 

"Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues 
to give this resolution their strong sup
port as an unmistakable signal to the 
Government of Iran that the Congress 
of the United States, and the people it 
represents, will not countenance the 
continued persecution and repression 
of this peaceful religious group." 
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Special report 

'The Baha'is of Iran' 

This article is excerpted from "The 
Bahli'fs of Iran," a report written for 
the Minority Rights Group Ltd. by 
Roger Cooper, a London-based jour
nalist specializing in the politics, 
economics and religions of the Middle 
East, where he has lived and traveled 
extensively. The Minority Rights 
Group is an international research and 
information unit registered in Britain 
as an educational trust under the Char
ities Act of 1960. Its principal aims are: 

• To secure justice for minority or 
majority groups suffering discrimina
tion, by investigating their situation 
and publicizing the facts as widely as 
possible, to educate and alert public 
opinion throughout the world; 

• to help prevent, through publicity 
about violations of human rights, such 
problems from developing into danger
ous and destructive conflicts which, 
when polarized, are difficult to resolve; 
and 

• to foster, by its research findings, 
international understanding of the fac
tors which creote prejudiced treatment 
and group tensions, thus helping to 
promote the growth of a world con
science regarding human rights. 

Attitudes toward Bab' 'is 
The current repression against the 

Baha'is of Iran, both official and un
official, is the direct outcome of popu
lar attitudes, fostered by clerical hos
tility and mirroring those held four or 
five generations ago. 

Action against the BabLs, militant 
extremists intent on overthrowing the 
existing order, was to some extent jus
tified for security reasons, even if the 
physical barbarity meted out to them 
was not, even by the standards of the 
day. 

New accusations against Baha'is 
have in some cases replaced the old 
ones against Babis, but in most cases 
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... Baha'is consider that all the 
major religions teach universal 
spiritual principles and that only 
the social teachings change in ac
cordance with the needs of the 
age. They see their faith merely 
as the latest in an unbroken 
chain of divine revelation ... 

they are ultimately based on disap
proval by religious orthodoxy and fear 
of political dissent by the civil author
ities. (Today this amounts to much the 
same thing.) 

In 1848 the burning questions con
cerned the Bab's knowledge of Islamic 
jurisprudence and Arabic grammar, 
today they concern alleged Baha'i col
laboration with Zionism and imperial
ism, but beneath the contemporary 
veneer lingers the same theological 
odium. What has happened is that atti
tudes to the Babfs have simply been 
transferred to the Baha'is, with few 
Iranians appreciating how different 
Baha'ism is from Babism. 

To a large extent this is the fault of 
the Baha'is themselves, who after a 
short period of stressing the very real 
differences between their faith and 
Babism have for many years now con
flated the two, so that Baha'ism is seen 
by most Iranians, not unreasonably, as 
a direct successor to Babism rather 
than as a new and independent reli
gion. 

The common perception of Ba
ha'ism among Iranians can be summed 
up in two words: Din nist-.. 'It (the Ba
ha'i faith) is not a religion." This is the 
most frequent reply if one ask any 
Iranian today why the Baha'is are be
ing persecuted. It is the reply given by 
young militants serving as Revolu
tionary Guards, by conservative bazaar 

merchants and by many who are disil
lusioned with or even opposed to the 
present regime, yet feel obliged to de
fend practices which they know reflect 
badly on their country internationally. 
The latter category of people will often 
condemn the persecution of ethnic mi
norities, leftist guerrillas and support
ers of the former regime before they 
express concern for the Baha'is. 

It is significant that no emigre Iran
ian politician has so far dared to con
demn publicly anti-Baha'i repression, 
at least in specific terms. Most of them 
take the view that what is happening to 
the Baha'is is only one aspect of the ar
bitrary savagery which occurs so fre
quently in Iran today. This reticence is 
clearly based on the fact that the Ba
ha'is are not a popular cause in Iran. 

Nearly every new religion, almost by 
definition, feels that it is different from 
and superior to its predecessors. This is 
as true of Islam, which triumphed over 
Arab paganism and Zoroastrianism, 
and bestowed inferior status on Jews 
and Christians, as it is of Christianity 
in relation to Judaism, or of the Aryan 
sun-father faiths that displaced the 
older moon-mother religions of the an
cient Near East. 

The Baha'i faith is no different. As 
already noted, Baha'is consider that all 
the major religions teach universal 
spiritual principles and that only the 
social teachings change in accordance 
with the needs of the age. They see 
their faith merely as the latest in an un
broken chain of divine revelation, not 
the first and not the last, but the best
suited to the world today and for the 
next 1,000 years. 

Intolerance of religious minorities 
has existed, with few exceptions, 
throughout history, and has only quite 
recently, and still not universally, been 
considered abnormal. The successful 
heresy may sweep all before it, as did 



Islam, which must have been seen as a 
heresy by the orthodox Meccans who 
controlled the profitable pre-Islamic 
shrines, but unsuccessful heretics-po
litically, that is-must practice dis
simulation or expect persecution, just 
like individuals who refuse to adopt the 
new orthodoxy when a whole society is 
transformed by conquest, religion or 
revolution. 

This has been a recurring theme in 
Iranian history, with the forced con
version or persecution of the defeated 
common events. Manichees, Mazdak
ites, Zoroastrians and Babis provide 
good examples of such intolerance. 

To understand why Baba'ism is not 
perceived by most Iranians as a religion 
requires some knowledge of Islamic 
history and dogma. Since the Muslim 
community was bitterly divided over 
the question of the succession from the 
moment of the Prophet Mul}ammad's 
death in 632, schism in Islam is almost 
as old as the religion itself. 

The resulting Sunni-Shi'i split did 
not, however, create two religions. All 
but the most extreme Shi'is have al
most always been considered Muslims 
by mainstream Sunnis, especially if 
they kept their innermost views to 
themselves. 

The minimum requirement of Mus
limhood is the profession of faith, be
lief in a sole God whose messenger was 
Mul}ammad, a definition wide enough 
to embrace a huge diversity of other 
beliefs. But once a presumed Muslim 
denies a basic Islamic belief or intro
duces one that is clearly hereti
cal-such as the Druzes' assertion of 
the divinity of the Caliph al-Ha
kim-he is deemed to have left the 
ranks of Islam and becomes an apos
tate whose blood may be shed with im
punity. 

The Baha'i belief in evolutionary 
revelation, for example, does not differ 
basically from the Islamic belief in 
nubuwa (prophethood). Muslims be
lieve that God has sent a number of 
prophets for the guidance of mankind, 
the first of whom was Adam and the 
last Mul}ammad. Baha'is would agree 
with this, though perhaps not to the 
specific number of 124,000 prophets 
accepted by most Muslims, and, as 
noted, they also recognize a number of 
prophets denied by Islam. But they do 
not accept that with Mul}ammad the 

Armed Revolutionary Guards patrol 
the roof of the Baha'i National Center 

"door of prophethood" was closed 
forever. They believe that the Bab suc
ceeded Mul}ammad as a prophet, or di
vine manifestation, with the specific 
mission of preparing the way for Baha
'u'llah, and that other prophets will 
follow, though not for a thousand 
years. 

The Babis and early Baha'is did, it 
seems, consider themselves Muslims in 
a sense. They could make the profes
sion of faith with a clear conscience. 
Some early Baha'i converts from the 
Shi'i clergy kept on their clerical ap
pointments, and 'Abdu'l-Baha, as al
ready noted, prayed every Friday in an 
'Akka mosque, although Baha'is now 
claim that He did so not as a Muslim 
but to maintain a friendly relationship. 

Since there is no universally accepted 
source of orthodoxy in Islam it is dif
ficult to define heresy, but the nearest 
equivalent is bid'a, literally innova
tion, and there is no doubt among 
Muslims, both Shi'is and Sunnis, that 
the claims to prophethood by the Bab 
and Baha'u'llAh put them and their fol
lowers beyond the pale of Islam. Since 
they are seen as being heretical Mus
lims (they alone of the world religions 
recognize Mul}ammad as a prophet, 
but this, far from helping their cause, 

in Iran at the time of its seizure in Feb
ruary 1979. 

actually makes matters worse in Mus
lim eyes) they cannot claim, in any 
Muslim community, the protection 
they might otherwise expect as dhim
mis, non-Muslims living under Muslim 
domination. 

Such status, second-rate but at least 
safe, is guaranteed under the present 
Iranian constitution to Zoroastrians, 
Jews and Christians, all of whom are 
recognized as religious minorities, even 
though limitations have-been placed on 
their religious and social practices. The 
followers of the Baha'i faith, however, 
are denied such recognition. "Din 
nisI, .. their "religion" is not a religion. 

The question of whether Saba'ism is 
a separate religion or not therefore lies 
at the heart of the present crisis. If they 
were to be considered such they would 
be in little danger, but at present this 
seems quite unlikely to happen. 

There are precedents in Iran for giv
ing recognition to religious minorities 
theoretically beyond the pale. Zoroas
trians are so recognized, although the 
name by which they are known in 
Arabic, zandik, derived from the Zend 
language of their scriptures, has come 
to mean atheist, and they were not ini
tially recognized by Islam as possessors 
of a divine scripture, like the Jews and 
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The House of Bahd'u'lldh in Takur, 
Iran, which was destroyed in 1981 dur-

Christians. Sikhs, whose religion can 
be seen as an Islamic heresy, are still 
active as bazaar traders. Significantly, 
though, Sikhs are not usually Iranian 
citizens, even after long residence in 
Iran, and their religion is not seen as a 
threat to Islam. Nor, since it is one of 
the few religions not to welcome pros
elytes, is Zoroastrianism. 

Earlier critics of the Babis and Ba
ha'is took the trouble to list what they 
regarded as their heresies. E.G. 
Browne, the British orientalist who 
wrote so prolifically on the Babis, sum
marizesl an elaborate critique of their 
faith, written about 1907. The author, 
Aqa Muhammad Taqi, lists and refutes 
30 Babf heresies, some rather obscure. 
These include Babi attempts to explain 
away the Koranic statement that 
Mul}ammad is the "Seal of the Proph
ets," the denial by Babis of the resur
rection of the body and of a literal 
heaven and hell, and their claim that 
willingness to die for religious beliefs is 

. a proof of truth. 
An interesting attack on the Baha'i 

faith was written in the early 1930s by 
J.R. Richards, a Welsh missionary in 
Shiraz, who accused Baha'is of dis
torting their own history. His aim was 
to provide fellow-missionaries with in
formation about the faith needed for 
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ing anti-Bahd 'ifervor that followed the 
Islamic Revolution. 

their work. As Richards saw it, Iran 
"is slowly coming to the cross-roads 
where she must face the inevitable 
choice, Christ or Materialism." He re
garded the Baha'is as a "movement" 
spreading "insidious propaganda," 
rather than a faith, with no prospects 
in Iran or elsewhere, while of Shi'a Is
lam he wrote: "With the coming of re
ligious freedom its day will draw_ to a 
close." 2 

Despite their particular prejudices, 
both Aqa Muhammad Taqi and Rich
ards at least took the trouble to read 
the Baha'i texts they were refuting. To
day, not one Iranian in a hundred who 
denies that the Baha'is have a religion 
is likely to have studied their beliefs in 
any depth or from primary sources. 
This is partly because even under the 
Pahlavis, a period of relative tolerance 
for the Iranian Baha'is, the printing, 
publication and import of Baha'i liter
ature were banned. Baha'i texts did cir
culate in sam izda t form, but on 
nothing like the scale of the equally il
legal communist literature. 

In examining the theological objec
tions to the Baha'i faith, the Western 
observer faces what seems an insoluble 
problem. Brought up in a climate of re
ligious tolerance he wishes to transpose 

his own liberal views to a society where 
they are alien. He wants the persecu
tion of Baha'is to end, not just because 
he is opposed to all religious persecu
tion, but by using the argument that 
the Baha'is have a religion just as 
valid, from his point of view, as that of 
the persecutors. But the argument goes 
unheeded, since to the religious estab
lishment in Iran, including the faqih, 
or supreme religious leader referred to 
in the Constitution, as well as to all 
other leading Iranian divines, Baha'is 
are Muslim heretics and as such mah
dur al-damm (those whose blood may 
be shed with impunity) unless they re
cant. They represent a cancer that must 
be cut out before it can infect the rest 
of the body. 

Shi'a Islam regards itself as a minor
ity faith born of repression and injus
tice, yet sees nothing wrong in applying 
such standards, on the rare occasions 
when it has been in a position to do so, 
to minority faiths it views as danger
ous. The more fanatical might even ar
gue that the current persecution of Ba
ha'is reflects a "liberal" approach, 
since the number killed to date is still 
only a tiny fraction of the community's 
total numbers, all of whom are theo
retically mahdur al-damm. 

Prejudice against the Baha'i faith is 
not, however, confined to theological 
disapproval. Serious accusations are 
also made against the Baha'is, indivi
dually and collectively, on political and 
moral grounds. These accusations are 
far easier to refute since they are based 
at best on misunderstandings and over
simplifications and at worst on ma
licious misinterpretations. 

The most serious political charges 
against the Baha'is are that they co
operated actively with the Shah's re
gime, and are opposed to the present 
regime. (It is conveniently forgotten 
that the first accusation could with 
equal justice be leveled against the vast 
majority of Iranians, including many 
members of the clergy, at least until 
1978, and the second against larger 
numbers than the present regime cares 
to admit.) This raises the question of 
whether the Baha'is can be considered 
a political group. Participation in par
tisan politics is certainly not permitted 
among Baha'is, and anyone breaking 
this rule is liable to expulsion. Put dif
ferently, anyone participating in poli-
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tics would have ceased to be a prac
ticing Baha'i by so doing. 

Nevertheless, Baha'{s cannot claim 
to be completely uninvolved in politics. 
They believe, after all, that the present 
world order is doomed and will one 
day be replaced by their faith. Islam 
generally, and Ayatollah Khomeini's 
interpretation of it in particular, make 
no clear distinction between religion 
and politics, and the same can be said 
for the Baha'{ faith. 

The Baha'{s also have specific views 
on what most people call political ques
tions. Dr. Denis MacEoin has pointed 
out that Baha'{s are opposed to com
munism and socialism, and have 
adopted clear positions on such issues 
as racism, nationalism and world gov
ernment. 3 In several cases, such as their 
attitude toward communism, their 
views coincide with those of the ortho
dox clergy in Iran, but there is one ma
jor difference. Baha'{ texts refer to di
vinely sanctioned monarchy, and it is 
clear that this is the form of govern
ment they prefer. 

Despite the ill-treatment Bab{s re
ceived from Qajar autocrats, Baha'{ 
leaders from Baha'u'llih onwards were 
rarely critical of the institution of mon
archy, or even autocracy. They took no 
part in the Constitutional Revolution, 
for example, and described Moham
mad Ali Shah, who tried to overthrow 
the Constitution, as a "just king." Ba
ha'is apparently said prayers for Mo
hammad Reza Shah during the 1978-79 
Revolution. The Shi'i clergy, by con
trast, were in the main opposed to both 
the Qajar and Pahlavi regimes, and be
lieve that monarchy is by definition un
just. The Baha'{s have, however, al
ways honored their pledge of loyalty to 
the government in power, whatever 
form it has, not only in Iran but wher
ever they live. There is no evidence 
whatsoever of Baha'{s working for the 
overthrow of the Khomeini regime, di
rectly or indirectly. Likewise they have 
scrupulously avoided participating in 
partisan politics of any kind. 

As to the question of whether Ba
ha'{s actually cooperated with the Pah
lavis there is evidence that some promi
nent beneficiaries of the regime were 
Baha'is or had strong Baha'{ connec
tions. The Shah's personal physician 
and close confidant, for example, was 
a Baha'{, General Ayadi, who was 

commonly believed to have used his 
position to advance his co-religionists. 
Hojjab Yazdani, a rich Baha'{ finan
cier with a reputation for questionable 
business dealings, became extremely 
unpopular, and the banks he con
trolled were special targets in the 1978 
riots. The long-serving prime minister 
Arnir Abbas Hoveyda had a Baha'{ fa
ther (who was expelled from the com
munity) and was therefore considered 
by many Iranians to be a Baha'{ or at 

Shi'a Islam regards itself as a 
minority faith born of repres
sion and injustice, yet sees 
nothing wrong in applying such 
standards, 00 the rare occasions 
when it has been in a position to 
do so, to minority faiths it views 

. as dangerous. 

least to favor Baha'{s, even though he 
considered himself a Muslim. 

In many cases where Baha'{s suc
ceeded through their natural ability 
and hard work it was thought that their 
success was at least partly due to their 
membership in an elitist and semi
secret society, which is how Baha'{sm 
(and freemasonry) have always been 
seen in Iran. Political power in Iran has 
almost never been exercised through 
Western style party organizations, so 
the fact that Baha'{s have never been 
involved in partisan or parliamentary 
politics does not prevent them from be
ing seen as a clandestine political group 
by most Iranians. If anything, Baha'{ 
disclaimers of political involvement 
serve to confirm this view. 

A difficulty here is that according to 
Islamic theory, or at least practice, the 
child of a Muslim is deemed to be au
tomatically a Muslim, whereas the Ba
ha'{s believe that each individual is re
sponsible from the age of IS for his 
own faith. It is also not always clear 
whether those said to be Baha'{s really 
were. Since Qajar times the accusation 
of being a Baha'{ has been a way of dis
crediting an enemy. Even if the charge 
is false some mud is likely to stick. 
What matters in Iran today is not so 
much whether Baha'{s as a group ac
tually cooperated with the former re
gime, but that most Iranians believe 
they did, while they have no chance to 

prove the charge false. 

Baha'{s in fact claim that far from 
benefiting from the policies of the Pah
lavi regime they were discriminated 
against, being denied the right of seek
ing employment as Baha'{s, from hav
ing their marriages recognized, from 
organizing their own schools, and from 
pUblishing or distributing their own re
ligious literature, all serious disabilities 
that did not apply to most Iranians. 
They add that in 1975, when Iran offi
cially became a one-party state, Ba
ha'{s came under pressure to join the 
Rastakhiz Party, but almost without 
exception refused, and were penalized 
for this lack of cooperation with the re
gime. 

An extension of the accusation that 
Baha'is were politically involved with 
the former regime is that they collab
orated with SA V AK, the Shah's secret 
police organization. Here again, the 
fact that Baha'is, in conformity with 
their policy of never attacking govern
ment bodies in the countries they live 
in, failed to condemn the activities of 
SA V AK has been used to support this 
charge, for which no evidence has been 
published. One basis for the charge 
might be that Parviz Sabeti, a senior 
SA V AK official, came from a Baha'{ 
family, though he neither considered 
himself nor was considered a member 
of the faith. Far from collaborating 
with SA V AK, Baha'{s claim, they ac
tually suffered at their hands, particu
larly in terms of employment rights, a 
field in which SA V AK showed special 
interest. • 

Baha'{s are also commonly accused 
of being agents of Zionism and im
perialism. Evidence to support the 
former accusation is that the Baha'{ 
World Centre is in Haifa, Israel, that 
large numbers of Iranian Baha'{s travel 
(or used to travel) to Israel, and that 
funds were sent from Iran to Israel. All 
three facts are true, but the conclusion 
is false. 

It has already been seen that Bah8-
'u'llih was exiled to what is now Israeli 
territory (but was then part of the Ot
toman Empire), but this was on the or
ders of two Islamic governments and 
long before the State of Israel was 
created. The fact that their main 
shrines are in the vicinity of Haifa is 
due to the same historical events, over 
which Baha'{s had no control. They 
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say they are not prepared to relocate 
their spiritual and administrative cen
tres for short-term expediency, and of 
course the centre requires contribu
tions from Baha'is allover the world, 
including Iran, home of one of the 
largest communities. All these funds, 
however, are used for Baha'i purposes 
and have nothing \ to do with Israeli 
politics. (Since 1979 the remittance of 
funds from Iran to Israel has been ban
ned and no Iranians have been permit
ted to travel to Israel.) 

As to the charge that Baha'is are 
agents of imperialism, or even spies, it 
has to be remembered that Iran was a 
victim of semi-colonialism and neo
colonialism for most of the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries. Iranians are 
understandably deeply suspicious of 
foreign influence, which they see in the 
most unlikely places. Long after Brit
ain ceased to play an active role in 
Iran's internal affairs, for example, 
most Iranians continued to see British 
influence at work. (Some even do to
day.) The British mandate of Palestine 
coincided with the formative years of 
Baha'ism as a world religion, so many 
Iranians assume a connection. This is 
reinforced by the fact that 'Abdu'l
Baha received a British knighthood. 

Similarly, the fact that there is a 
large Baha'i community in the United 
States fuels suspicions that the faith is 
a creation or at least a tool of imperial
ism. During the Pahlavi period, when 
nationalism was in vogue, the faith's 
internationalism provided further 
grounds for official and unofficial dis
like. Similar accusations have also been 
made against the Episcopal Church in 
Iran, apparently because of its British 
connections. Prominent members of 
that church have suffered severe per
secution and even death, yet this can
not strictly be called anti-Christian re
pression. 

The accusation that Baha'is are 
morally corrupt is widely believed by 
the Iranian masses. This charge has for 
years been made by Iranian clerics, and 
is based on two factors. The first, be
yond the control of Baha'is, is that 
their marriage ceremony has never 
been recognized in Iran, and since 
there is no civil marriage either, Ba
ha'is must either deny their religion 
and be married according to one of the 
recognized religions, or be married ac
cording to their own invalid rite. Most 
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choose the latter, which makes it easy 
for fanatics to accuse Baha'is of im
morality. Baha'i couples who have 
been married for years are still con
sidered to be living in sin, and their 
children illegitimate. Baha'is officiat
ing at marriages can be and have been 
accused of "encouraging prostitu
tion," an offense that in itself carries 
the death penalty. 

Other aspects of Baha'i practice that 
have been deliberately misconstrued 

Other aspects of Daha'i practice 
that have been deliberately mis
construed . . . are that men and 
women are not segregated in Da
ha'i gatherings... that both 
sexes serve together on commit
tees, and that Daha'i women do 
not wear the veil. 

among uneducated Muslims are that 
men and women are not segregated in 
Baha'i gatherings, as they are in Mus
lim ceremonies, that both sexes serve 
together on committees, and that Ba
ha'i women do not wear the veil. By 
the time these facts have been retold a 
few times many Iranians are ready to 
believe tales of wild orgies, whereas in 
fact Baha'i standards of sexual mor
ality are just as high as those of any 
other religion in Iran. 

A final reason for anti-Baha'i atti
tudes, although rarely stated, must be 
Baha'i opposition to Shi'ism and the 
Shi'i clergy. 'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi 
Effendi were often scathing on these 
subjects, calling the Shi'is "the most 
wretched of sects" 4 and its leaders 
"false, cruel and cowardly," , hardly 
attitudes likely to endear the Baha'is to 
the religious establishment. Even if 
such harsh assessments may have been 
modified in the more tolerant paths the 
Baha'is have more recently trod they 
will not have been forgotten by the 
clergy, even if not publicly expressed. 
Persecution of the Bah"f! in Iran 

Persecution of the Baha'is and their 
Babi predecessors is as old as the faith 
itself. In 1845, shortly after proclaim
ing His mission in Mecca, the Bab re
turned to Iran, and was almost im
mediately arrested, remaining in cap
tivity until His execution in 1850. Even 
before the Bab's death, some 300 of 

His followers were killed after being 
besieged by government troops for 
over six months at Sheikh Tabarsi, a 
village near the Caspian Sea. They had 
surrendered under an amnesty that was 
immediately broken. 

For the next few years mass killings 
of Babis continued. Their heroism in 
the face of death was a major factor, in 
the opinion of contemporary Western 
observers, in the spread of the new re- . 
ligion. At least 3,000 Babis are believed 
to have been killed during the 1848-52 
period, often in the most brutal cir
cumstances. The authorities sometimes 
gave condemned Babis and, later, Ba
ha'is to individual guilds and groups, 
who vied with each other in devising 
cruel methods of torture and execution 
as proof of their loyalty and ortho
doxy. Physical violence, including tor
ture and wanton slaughter of Baha'is, 
has continued with varying intensity 
ever since. Often the result of instiga
tion by religious leaders or fanatical 
political groups, the attacks are the 
most shocking aspect of the current 
persecution of the Baha'i community, 
but still only one part of what many see 
as a coordinated campaign of total 
eradication. 

The last two decades of the Qajar 
period and the intense modernization 
that characterized the reign of Reza 
Shah Pahlavi (1925-41) were relatively· 
peaceful periods for Iranian Baha'is. 
But even with the introduction of Wes
tern-type institutions, such as the secu
lar jurisdiction that replaced the reli
gious courts, they remained second
class citizens. Their schools were clos
ed, th(~ir marriages were not recognized 
and they were forbidden to publish 
their literature or to worship publicly. 
During this period, and in the reign of 
Mohammad Reza Shah (1941-79), the 
Baha'is nevertheless flourished, largely 
because of hard work, self-help, com
munity spirit and emphasis on educa
tion. 

Their most serious setback occurred 
in 1955, shortly after the coup d'etat 
that overthrew the Mosaddeq regime. 
Stirred up by the fanatical Shaikh Fal
safi, whose incitements to take action 
against these "enemies of Islam" were 
broadcast by the state radio, mobs at
tacked Baha'i property, desecrating 
cemeteries, looting shops and houses, 
and destroying crops and livestock. 



.-.-. 
Gravestones in one of a number of Baha'i cemeteries in Iran that have been desecrated since the Islamic Revolution. 

The motivation for this policy appears 
to have been a concession by a rather 
uncertain new regime toward the con
servative religious groups whose sup
port was felt vital to the monarchy's 
survival. 

Intensive lobbying by Baha'i groups 
in Europe and the United States, par
ticularly through the United Nations 
and in intellectual circles, proved ef
fective, however, and before long the 
Iranian government called a halt to the 
repression, in which police, army and 
government personnel had partici
pated. Much damage had in the mean
time been done, not just in material 
terms, serious though that was, but by 
reviving suspicions and prejudices that 
had long lain dormant. As a result, 
anti-Baha'i feeling, which had been 
slowly receding, was resuscitated in the 
younger generation. 

During the latter years of the Shah's 
reign, even during the so-called liberal
ization period, Baha'is continued to be 
denied many of those rights which the 
government, having adopted the Uni-

versal Declaration of Human Rights, 
was committed to uphold. They were 
deprived of the right of equality in em- . 
ployment, since Baha'is were barred 
from a wide range of government jobs, 
to publish and distribute their religious 
literature and to worship openly. 

Documentary evidence exists that 
the Society for the Propagation of Is
lam, an extreme fundamentalist group, 
sought the cooperation of SA V AK in 
attacking the Baha'i community sys
tematically. SA V AK tacitly agreed, but 
ordered that "provocation and dis
turbance" should be avoided. Ironi
cally, the Society, which was led for 
some time by Mohammad Ali Raja'i, 
later prime minister and president of 
the Islamic Republic, has itself accused 
the Baha'is of collaboration with 
SAVAK. 

But the harassment and social stigma 
that were fomented by religious ex
tremists in the period up to 1978 were 
minor irritations compared with what 
has happened to the community in the 
past four years. There is clear evidence 

that the authorities are condoning and 
in some cases initiating the terror and 
repression against Baha'is, involving 
physical violence, imprisonment, eco
nomic sanctions and other pressures 
that have already causld widespread 
suffering. Although it is difficult in 
today's circumstances to obtain in
dependent confirmation of the hun
dreds of cases of persecution, their au
thenticity is not seriously at issue. The 
government, far from denying the al
legations, instead defends its actions, 
and inactions, in a variety of other 
ways. 

It is not the purpose of this report to 
provide a detailed account of this per
secution, which has been amply record
ed by the Baha'is themselves.6 Never
theless, it is clearly essential to examine 
here the various forms it has taken and 
the scale on which it has been prac
ticed. Despite some measure of isolated 
and opportunist violence, as well as 
personal greed, the similar circum
stances of different cases and particu
larly the annihilation of the commu-
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nity's leadership, make what is hap
pening look increasingly like a coordi
nated plan. Even if it is not, and the 
evidence is inconclusive, the result is 
the same: a green light for fanatics to 
practice pogroms and harassment, 
which are placing immense pressure on 
BaM'is to recant their faith and con
vert (or "return.," as most Iranians 
would see it) to ISlam. 
International reaction 

The evidence to support a claim that 
the Iranian government is in gross vio
lation of the human rights of its BaM'i 
citizens is extremely strong. Among the 
national and international bodies that 
have passed resolutions or recommen
dations calling on the Iranian govern
ment, often in strong terms, to end 
such violations, are the European Par
liament, the United Nations Human 
Rights Sub-Commission, the Canadian 
and Federal German Parliaments, and 
the Australian Senate. In January 1982 
the Council of Europe adopted a reso
lution calling on member states to "use 
every available opportunity ... to 
convince the Iranian authorities of the 
need to respect internationally accept
ed human rights standards." 

Meeting in Geneva in September 
1981, the UN Sub-Commission on 
Prevention of Discrimination and Pro
tection of Minorities adopted a resolu
tion, by 19 votes to none, with five ab
stentions, in which it expressed its con
viction that what it called the "sys
tematic persecution of the Baha'is in 
Iran" was "motivated by religious in
tolerance and a desire to eliminate the 
Baha'i Faith from the land of its 
birth." The resolution further ex
pressed concern that the Iranian Gov
ernment appeared to have ignored all 
previous approaches regarding the Ba
hIi'is, as well as concern for the "peril
ous situation facing this com
munity." 7 Resolutions by the other 
bodies are along similar lines. 

What response does the Iranian 
Government make when challenged by 
international public opinion? The com
monest is to deny that any oppression 
has taken or is taking place, and to in
sist that "the only Baha'is to be prose
cuted and sentenced are those who 
have been involved in acts of espionage 
and other activities contrary to the 
higher interests of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran."· Counter-charges are fre-
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quently added such as claims that Ba
ha'is cooperated with the Shah's gov
ernment "to oppress the people and 
plunder our country's wealth." 9 The 
Baha'i Faith is stated to be "not a re
ligion but an ideology created by colo
nial powers to help the past illegitimate 
government of Iran in their oppres
sions of the brave people of Iran." 10 

Evidence is rarely given to substan
tiate these accusations, and when it is it 

Expressed through the UN Com
mission on Human Rights, or 
the General Assembly . . . wide
spread moral disapproval of 
what is happening... could 
make the authorities in Tehran 
curb the more fanatically anti
Baha'i elements. 

tends to be distorted, such as the claim 
that Hoveyda was a Baha'i. 11 Another 
argument used is that acts of violence, 
such as the destruction in 1979 of the 
House of the Bab in Shiraz, have been 
the work of "unruly mobs" 12 (al
though their lack of discipline is justi
fied). It has also been stated, less fre
quently, that the (Baha'O community is 
too small to deserve separate legal sta
tus. The blanket denial is sometimes 
accompanied by what seems to West
ern ears as an irrelevancy, as when the 
Iranian representative at the UN, re
plying to a statement on the plight of 
the Baha'is made on behalf of the 10 
member-states of the European Com
munity, said, "No single Baha'i has 
been sued, put to trial or persecuted in 
Iran," and then added that the Shah's 
purchase of unsold British automobiles 
in the mid-1970s had saved the United 
Kingdom from economic crisis. 13 

Conclusion 
As must by now have been estab

lished, the question of the persecution 
of the Baha'is is a complex one. Apart 
from the matter of motivation, there is 
not even general agreement among ob
servers as to whether what is happening 
amounts to official policy, except per
haps the dismissal of Baha'is employed 
in government agencies, which was 
also against the laws of the previous re
gime. Some feel that it is rather the 
work of individual fanatics, and not a 

coordinated and systematic campaign, 
such as, say, the massacre of 1.5 mil
lion Armenians in Ottoman Turkey 
during the First World War, or Hitler's 
slaughter of European Jews. 

The disappearance of the Baha'i na
tionalleaders, for example, could have 
been the work of an anti-Baha'i group 
taking the law into their own hands, as 
was the case with the murders of Epis
copalians in 1980. Those who speak of 
genocide should remember that even at 
its highest estimate the number of Ba
ba'is killed is only a tiny fraction of the 
whole community, though none the 
more excusable for that.· It is also 
worth noting that despite his reputa
tion for outspokenness Ayatollah Kho
meini has not personally made any in
flammatory anti-Baha'i remarks since 
his return to Iran, as he has done in the 
case of the Kurds, Americans and the 
Mojahedin. Nor has any theologian 
openly stated that Baba'i blood may 
freely be shed. 

It has certainly suited the regime to 
have a convenient domestic scapegoat 
like the Baha'is, and once a free rein 
has been given to persecution it is dif
ficult to stop it. There are perhaps 
parallels here with the seizure of the 
U.S. hostages, which began as an un
official endeavor, then won such popu
lar support that the government found 
it difficult to end the crisis, even 
though many leading officials were to
tally opposed to it. Constitutional pro
visions such as the right to a fair trial 
and freedom from arbitrary arrest and 
detention are not always observed, and 
there is a great deal of unofficial de
cision-making, including administra
tive and judicial acts affecting life and 
property, over which the nominal au
thorities cannot or do not care to exer
cise control. 

So is international action on the Ba
ha'i question likely to be ineffective or 
even counter-productive? Certainly cir
cumstances were quite different in 1955 
when world opinion forced the Shah's 
government, then heavily dependent 
on the West, to end anti-Baha'i repres
sion. Today no foreign government, 
even Iran's few radical allies, has any 
real influence in Tehran, as was seen 
recently over efforts to mediate in the 
war with Iraq. Countries with a large 
Muslim population, even where the 



government is secular, are unlikely to 
seek involvement on behalf of what 
many of their citizens regard as a 
heretical and threatening offshoot of 
Islam. Nor are the socialist countries 
likely to bother unduly about the plight 
of a religious group ideologically far 
removed from and even hostile to 
theirs. Even those most concerned 
about the Baha'is, the West and many 
Third World countries, some with ac
tive and useful Baha'i communities of 
their own, must doubt whether there is 
much they can do. In the case of the 
U.S. hostages they found they could do 
little. 

Perhaps the most hopeful avenue is 
indicated by the evidence, scanty 
though it is, that Iran has been em
barrassed by international reaction to 
the plight of the Baha'is during the 
past year, as also seems to have been 
the case over the wholesale slaughter of 
supporters of the Mojahedin, which 

A part of the crowd of some 4,000 
mourners who attended the funeral in 

has subsided, though not ceased, in re
cent months. One sign of this is that 
the publicity which used to accompany 
the execution of Baha'is has died 
down, a possible indication that the au
thorities have begun to realize the harm 
this is doing to their image. The Ba
ha'is in Tehran have received semi
official hints to try to discourage the 
attention the persecution has been re
ceiving abroad, and Iranian diplomatic 
representatives have been put on the 
defensive at a time when they wish to 
win sympathy over the Iraqi invasion. 
Even denials that anything untoward is 
happening must be seen as a tentative 
step in the right direction, particularly 

Right: A Baha'i' child sits pensively 
beside the body of her martyred 
mother. 

Tehran in January 1980 of Dr. Manu
chihr Hakim, a Baha'i' who was mur-

dered by armed gunmen in his clinic in 
the capital city. 
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as Iran seems anxious to end its near
isolation from the international com
munity. 

Groups concerned with discrimina
tion against minorities, and the BahA'is 
themselves, do feel that the right kind 
of coilective protest can help. Express
ed through the UN Commission on 
Human Rights, or the General Assem
bly, they feel, widespread moral disap
proval of what is happening, whether 
this is officially sanctioned or not, 
could make the authorities in Tehran 
curb the more fanatically anti-BahA'i 
elements. This seems a more hopeful 
approach than that of direct diplo
macy, which the potentially influential 
EEC countries do not believe would be 
effective. 

A firm statement by the UN Secre
tary-General, or the appointment of a 
commission of enquiry or a special rap
porteur, might well be denounced pub
licly in Iran as interference in an in
ternal matter, but it could nevertheless 
have useful behind-the-scenes effects. 
The inaccurate near-hysterical denun
ciations that have appeared in some 
Western publications almost certainly 
do more harm than good. Iran is un-

Bahd'ls of the Buyir-A hmad tribe from 
Kata, a small village near Isfahan, 
Iron, are shown prior to setting up a 
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likely to change any policy in apparent 
reaction to outside pressures, even 
from the UN, so great tact and under
standing are necessary. The lesson to 
be learned from the hostage crisis is 
that patient negotiating, however frus
trating at times, is more effective than 
direct political or military action, and 
this still applies to any dispute with 
Iran. An essential ingredient for suc
cess is the effort to understand the 
Iranian point of view, however alien it 
may appear. 

If the present leaders in Iran are to 
be convinced that what is happening to 
the BahA'is is wrong, it is more likely to 
be by arguments such as that they 
should not feel threatened by a com
munity that represents less than one 
per cent of the total population, or that 
the repression is counter-productive 
because of the sympathy for the Ba
ha'is it creates abroad and possibly in 
Iran. After all, it was largely the per
secution of the BAbis by the Qajars that 
made Baha'ism the largest religiom 
minority in a country where martyr
dom has always been held in the high
est esteem. But on even the most op
timistic view there is unlikely to be an 

tent city. They were driven from their 
village and housed temporarily in the 
Baha'l' Center in Isfahan. 

end to discrimination against the Ba
ha'is of Iran in the foreseeable future. 
Prejudice seems still to be so deep
rooted that it may take more than a 
generation before the BahA'is can be 
assimilated into their native land, for it 
is just as much theirs, with the rights 
guaranteed them by the Universal Dec
laration. Although the best that can 
realistically be hoped for is the removal 
of the grosser elements of the present 
persecution, pessimism about the pros
pects should not deter efforts to end it 
completely. 
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World Centre 

Commentary on 'The Baha'is of Iran' 

1. On page 10, column I, it is stated: 
HBahd'{s cannot claim to be com

pletely uninvolved in politics. They be
lieve, after al/, that the present world 
order is doomed and will one day be re
placed by their Faith. Islam generally, 
and Ayatollah Khomeini's interpreta
tion of it in particular, make no clear 
distinction between religion and poli
tics, and the same can be said for the 
Bahd'{ Faith. " 

Comment: There is no doubt in the 
mind of any Baha'i, as the clear in
structions of his Faith testify, that in a 
world beset by strife and conflict, he 
should make a clear distinction be
tween religion and politics, and avoid, 
both individually and collectively, all 
political entanglements and all forms 
of subversive activity. However, the 
Writings of Baha'u'lhUt also enshrine 
the concept of World Order as the cul
mination of a long and painful process 
of social and spiritUal evolution. This 
is the age-old promise found in all re
ligious scriptures for the establishment 
of universal peace and God's Kingdom 
on earth. 

All the prophets of the past have 
spoken of that day, but it was not pos
sible of realization in past Dispensa
tions, because the conditions of the 
world did not lend themselves to such 
fulfillment. When visualizing that day, 
the prophet Isaiah sees the "Prince of 
Peace" and "the government shall be 
upon His shoulder," and Christ taught 
His followers to pray, " ... Thy King
dom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in Heaven." It is clear, there
fore, that in anticipation of the coming 
age of humanity, and of an era when 

This commentary on HThe Bahd'{s 
of Iran" by Roger Cooper was pre
pared by an ad hoc committee ap
pointed for the purpose by the Uni
versal House of Justice. 

the nations of the world would have 
emerged from their present chaotic 
conditions, God's Revelation should 
provide a blueprint to enable church 
and state to merge and matters of state 
and of religion to be dealt with by the 
agencies of God's future new World 
Order. 

2. In the same paragraph it is also 
stated: 

H ••• Bahd'{s are opposed to com
munism and socialism, and have 
adopted clear positions on such issues 
as racism, nationalism and world gov
ernment. " 

Comment: It is true that Baha'is 
have taken positions regarding the 
theory of some of the political systems 
in the world, but when doing so they 
are careful not to give the impression 
that they are for or against any existing 
government. Shoghi Effendi, in a letter 
written on his behalf to one of the be
lievers who had written an article com
menting on current political affairs, 
advised him against such a step, as his 
comments would be liable to be mis
represented and misunderstood by 
politicians. The Guardian's secretary 
goes on to say on his behalf: "There is, 
however, one case in which one can 
criticize the present social and political 
order without being necessarily forced 
to side with or oppose any existing re
gime. And this is the method adopted 
by the Guardian in his Goal of a New 
World Order. His criticisms of the 
world conditions, besides being very 
general in character, are abstract; that 
is, instead of condemning existing in
stitutional organizations it goes deeper 
and analyzes the basic ideas and con
ceptions which have been responsible 
for their establishment. This being a 
mere intellectual and philosophical ap
proach to the problem of world politi
cal crisis, there is no objection if you 

wish to try such a method, which im
mediately carries you from the field of 
practical politics to that of political 
theory. But in view of the fact that no 
clear cut line can be drawn between 
theory and practice you should be ex
tremely careful not to make too free a 
use of such a method." 

3. The following is also stated in the 
same paragraph: 

"Bahd'{ texts refer to divinely sanc
tioned monarchy, and it is clear that 
this is the form of government they 
prefer. Despite the ill-treatment Bdbfs 
received from Qajar autocrats, Bahd'{ 
leadersfrom Bahd'u'lldh onwards were 
rarely critical of the institution of mon
archy, or even autocracy. They took no 
part in the Constitutional Revolution, 
for example, and described Moham
mad Ali Shah, who tried to overthrow 
the Constitution, as a 'just king. ' Ba
M'{s apparently said prayers for Mo
hammad Re1.a Shah during the 1978-79 
Revolution. " 

Comment: Baha'u:llah has praised a 
"republican form of government" for 
it "profiteth all the peoples of the 
world" but He recommends for the fu
ture of society, after it has emerged in 
the fullness of time from its present 
stage of universal convulsions, a form 
of government in \Vhich the ideals of 
republicanism are combined with the 
institution of kingship. What He advo
cates, therefore, is not absolute mon
archy but constitutional monarchy. 

Baha'is consider it contrary to their 
teachings to express views on what cur
rent form of government is best for a 
given country. They show their loyalty 
to the government under whose juris
diction they live, and they not only 
obey, but indeed regard it as meritori
ous to pray for it. 
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The world 

23r.d Green Lake Conference is held 

"Points of Light" was the theme of 
the 27th annual Green Lake Baha'i 
Conference held September 17-19 at 
the American Baptist Assembly center 
in Green Lake, Wisconsin. 

Among the 980 Baha'is and their 
guests who attended the conference 
were Auxiliary Board members Khalil 
Khavari and Ronna Santoscoy, and 
Glenford E. Mitchell, former secretary 
of the U.S. National Spiritual As
sembly, who was making his last public 
appearance in the U.S. before leaving 
for Haifa to assume his duties as the 
newest member of the Universal House 
of Justice. 

"The Dawning Place of the Mention 
of God" was the title of a two-part 
audio-visual presentation Saturday 
evening by Bruce Whitmore, secretary 
of the House of Worship Activities 

Costa Rica 
Sixty-eight Baha'is from Talamanca, 

Lim6n, San Jose and La Bomba, Costa 
Rica, attended a regional conference 
last July 3-4 that inaugurated the new 
district J:lapratu'l-Quds in La Bomba. 

The facility was donated by a well
known Baha'i family in Costa Rica. Its 
dedication fulfills a goal of the second 
phase of the Seven Year Plan. 

A bronze plaque on the building tells 
of its dedication in memory of Mrs. 
Lazzrich de Molina for her many years 
of outstanding service to the Cause in 
the Atlantic Zone. 

The conference, which included a 
presentation on the life of the Greatest 
Holy Leaf and a showing of the film 

"The Pilgrimage," centered on the 
study of Baha'i family life and the 
compilation on "Divine Assistance" 
prepared at the World Centre. 
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Committee and manager of the Baha'i 
House of Worship in Wilmette. 

Another of the guest speakers was 
Gayle Morrison of Kauai, Hawaii, au
thor of To Move the World, the biog
raphy of the Hand of the Cause of God 
Louis G. Gregory. 

Thirteen optional workshop ses
sions, each of which was presented 
twice Saturday afternoon, were includ
ed in this year's program. They cov
ered such topics as the Creative Word, 
the "most challenging issue," working 
with the media, Baha'i perspectives on 
health and healing, Holy Days and 
family life, energy and communica
tions, public speaking, teaching the 
Cause, and pilgrimage. 

Music was plentiful with a confer
ence theme, "Points of Light," by 
Jerry Johnson of Shorewood, Wiscon
sin, and performances by a variety of 
other artists. 

The children's program was well at
tended and well supervised with chil
dren of various age groups attending 
classes and engaging in a variety of in
teresting and educational activities. 

India 
More than 90 residents of four tribal 

areas in Bihar State, India, accepted 
the Faith this year following the first 
phase of a teaching campaign directed 
by the State Teaching Committee aided 
by Counsellor Shirin Boman. 

Mrs. Boman visited members of the 
Aroan tribe whose headman had been 
contacted earlier. She found that the 
people were eager to meet the Baha'is 
and had many questions. The headman 
and members of his family declared 
their belief in Baha'u'llah, as did other 
members of the tribe. 

The following day, the director of 
the Ministry of Industry took the 
Counsellor in his jeep to a distant area. 
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Glenford E. Mitchell, the newest mem
ber of the Universal House of Justice, 
was among the speakers at the 23rd 
Green Lake Bahd'i Conference. 

"It was a wonderful sight," Mrs. Bo
man reported, "to see so many tribal 
women, children and men gathered to
gether to hear about our beloved 
Faith. " 

The State Teaching Committee de
cided to rent a center in the market 
place of the tribal villages and to have a 
coordinator there to conduct deepen
ing classes. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
India has decided to develop more lit
erature in the main tribal languages 
and to encourage the State Teaching 
Committee of Bihar to concentrate its 
efforts in that area. 

I 

I 



Hong Kong 

Puerto Rico 
Counsellor Donald Witzel addressed 

a dozen students from North, Central 
and South America last September 6 at 
the official opening of the new CIR
BAL training center in Arecibo, Puerto 
Rico. 

The students were beginning a four
week course in broadcast management 
and engineering conducted by K. Dean 
Stephens of CIRBAL, which is an 
acronym for the Spanish name "Cen
tro para Intercambio Radiof6nico Ba
ha'i de America Latina." CIRBAL is a 
medium for the exchange of informa
tion and materials among Baha'i insti
tutions engaged in radio broadcasting 
in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Mr. Stephens is a technical expert 
who has guided Baha'i efforts in radio 
broadcasting for several years. 

CIRBAL's first building, a perma
nent training center dedicated to the 
memory of the late Amoz Gibson, a 
member of the Universal House of 
Justice, was opened last August 28. 

The new CIRBAL building, said Mr. 
Stephens, marks the start of an edu
cational complex destined to grow into 
a vocational school designed to meet 
Baha'i needs for expertise in radio 
broadcasting. 

Japan 

Shown here are members of the Bahd'" 
community of Ube City, Japan, and 
their guests with Baha'" Trudi Scott 
(fourth from left) who spoke at a pub
lic meeting last April 18 during her visit 
to several Japanese cities. Mrs. Scott, a 

Thirty people, more than half of 
whom were not Baha'is, attended a 
public meeting last April 18 in Ube 
City, Japan. 

The guest speaker was Trudi Scott, a 
Baha'i from England who served for 
15 years as secretary to the late Bernard 
Leach, a Baha'i who was well-known 
for his pottery and who wrote an auto
biography entitled Beyond East and 
West. 

A three-member Bahd'{ delegation 
from Hong Kong and Macau, a Portu
guese province located near Hong 
Kong, presents Baha'I' literature to the 
governor of Macau on March 8, the oc
casion of the official recognition of the 
Faith in Macau. This recognition 
marks the incorporation of all the Lo
cal Spiritual Assemblies in Macau and 
Hong Kong. Presenting the literature 
to Gov. Vasco de Almeida e Costa are 
Chester Lee (right), chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Hong 
Kong; Claude Toui-Kan (left), chair
man of the National Teaching Com
mittee of Macau; and Farideh Pay
mani, a pioneer from Iran. The incor
poration of the Faith in Macau was ac
companied by a series of Baha'I' proc
lamations in newspapers and on radio 
and television. 

Bahd'" from England, served as secre
tary to Bernard Leach, a Baha'" who 
was a well-known potter whose work 
influenced folk art movements in 
Japan and the West. 

Mr. Leach spent much of his life as a 
courier between East and West, influ
encing the folk arts movement in Japan 
and in the West. 

During Mrs. Scott's visit to Japan, 
she traveled to several Baha'i com
munities, visiting local officials, artists 
and educators. She was interviewed by 
newspaper reporters and had an audi
ence with Princess Chichi bu. 
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Australia 

Canberra: Cementing the 'spiritual axis' 

More than 2.300 Baha'is from 45 
countries were present in Canberra, 
Australia, September 2-5 for the larg
est Baha'i International Conference 
ever held in the Pacific area. 

The Universal House of Justice was 
represented at the historic gathering by 
the Hand of the Cause of God Ugo 
Giachery. 

The Hand of the Cause of God H. 
Collis Featherstone also attended as 
did 15 members of the Continental 
Boards of Counsellors. 

Among the participants were 45 
from Japan. 35 from Tonga. 20 from 
Hawaii, 120 from New Zealand and 
several from \Ialaysia and Papua New 
Guinea. 

As a result of the Conference, the 
Continental Pioneer Committee re
ceived 42 applications for overseas 
pioneering and 22 for international 
travel teaching. 

\tledia interest in the Conference \\a~ 
extraordinary with unprecedented 
press coverage that induded three pre
sentations on national television of the 
"Roll Call of Nations" session. daily 
newspaper coverage, marvelous inter
views with Conference speakers, and 
complete co\erage of a special ~ession 
open to the media and a Sunday service 
at the Baha'i House of Worship near 
Sydney. 

'Unprecedented success' 
This Conference, like the four other, 

held in 198': in various parts of the 
world, was dedicated to the memory of 
the Greatest Holy Leaf on the occasion 
of the 50th anniversary of her passing. 
and flowers were sent from the Confer
ence to be placed at her monument on 
Mount Carmel in Haifa. 

After the Conference Dr. Giachery 
cabled the \\'orld Centre, ''Cnprece
dented success of any con ference ever 
attended. r-.lakes me highly hopeful of 

The Lakeside Motel in Canberra. A llS

[ralia, the site last September 2-5 of the 
Bahd '( International Conference .. \;fore 

great, durable achievements all regions 
between poles axis within brief time." 

The gathering, which opened Thurs
day, September 2, at the Lakeside 
Hotel in the center of Australia's capi
tal city, was preceded by a "unity 
feast" whose participants included the 
two Hands of the Cause of God; Coun
~ellor Anneliese Bopp, a member of the 
International Teaching Centre; and 
Dr. Janet Khan, chairman of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Australia. 

The Thursday morning session was 
highlighted by the colorful "Roll Call 
of Nations" and the unfurling of a 
scroll 25 meters (nearly 83 feet) long 
'iigned by almost all of the Baha'is in 
the Philippines (the Canberra Confer
ence was to have been held in Manila 

than 2.300 Bahd '/5 from 45 cOllntries 
a{(ended the largest slich gathering ever 
held in the Pacific area. 

but was moved owing to unsettled po
litical conditions in that country). 

Also on Thursday, slides were shown 
of progress on construction of the Seat 
of the Universal House of Justice and 
the Mashriqu'l-Adhkars in Samoa and 
India. 

A special feature of the Conference 
was a session devoted to discussion of 
the "spiritual axis" between Japan and 
Australia spoken of by the beloved 
Guardian. Among those who spoke 
about the spiritual significance of the 
axis was Counsellor Peter Khan. 

After hearing of the program, the 
Universal House of Justice wrote to the 
National Spiritual Assemblies of Japan 
and Australia expressing the hope that 
this would stimulate te~ching in the 
Pacific: 
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Shown is a part of the audience at the 
Bahd't' International Conference last 
September 2-5 in Canberra, Australia. 

"The Uni\"ersal House of Justice 
was very happy with the Spiritual Axis 
program at the Baha'i International 
Conference in Canberra and has asked 
us to convey its warm commendation 
to you. It was particularly pleased to 
note the attractive brochure, issued 
jointly by your Assemblies, which 
brings to the attention of the friends 
quotations concerning the roles of Ja
pan and Australia and the significance 
of the spiritual axis in the development 
of the Faith in the entire Pacific region. 

"The large attendance of friends 

The Hand of the Cause of God Ugo 
Giachery addresses the Conference. 
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At left in the front row (hand on head) 
is the Hand of the Cause of God L ·go 
Giachery. Front row center are fhe 

from Japan at this Conference was also 
a source of joy to the House of Justice. 

"It is the ardent hope of the House 
of Justice that the friends from your 
communities, motivated by the high 
spirit generated at the Canberra Con
ference and continually encouraged by 
your institutions, will provide a con
stant stream of traveling teachers to 
those islands in need of assistance 
throughout the Pacific." 

The Friday evening program, whose 
theme was "The Baha'i Faith in Ac
tion," was an open meeting chaired by 
Dr. Peter Khan. 

The speakers were Dr. Khan ("Ba
ha'i Perspectives"), Dr. Arthur Dahl 
("Environment and Survival"), Mrs. 
Tinai Hancock ("Women in the Pa
cific") and Judge Richard Benson 
("World Order-An Imperative"). 

Dr. Dahl's talk was reported exten
sively in the Canberra Times. 

On Saturday morning, the Confer
ence was linked by telephone with the 
International Conference in Montreal. 
Canada. The calJ from Douglas Mar
tin, a member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Canada, was accepted by 
Mr. Featherstone and broadcast to the 
entire audience in Canberra. 

That afternoon, \1rs. Lillian Alai of 

Hand of the Cause Collis Featherstone 
and Mrs. Featherstone (to his right). 

Samoa paid tribute to the Hands of the 
Cause, resen"ing special mention for 
Dr. Giachery who, she said, has a 
special place in the hearts of Samoans, 
as he was present when Malietoa 
Tanumafili II declared his belief in 
Baha'u'llah. 

The final address was delivered by 
Dr. Giachery who spoke on the birth of 
the Administrative Order. 

At least 200 youth gathered at the 
Academy of Science building for what 
was billed as an international youth 
meeting. 

The session featured musical presen
tations interspersed with inspiring talks 
by Dr. Giachery; Mr. and Mrs. Feath
erstone; and David Chittleborough, a 
member of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Australia. 

A program for the more than 250 
children at the Conference was held at 
the Australian National University and 
was efficiently run by Stan and Joyce 
Fox of South Australia. 

Not a part of the Conference, but 
occurring because of it, were a musical 
program Saturday evening, a Sunday 
morning ~e[\ice at the House of Wor
ship. and a Sunday evening public 
meeting In Sydney thaI attracted 50 
seekers. 



Message to the Baha'i 
Conference in Canberra 
from the Universal 
House of Justice 

To the Friends Gathered in the Asian/Australian 
Bahd'{ Conference in Canberra 

Dearly-loved Friends, 
These are momentous times. The institutions of the old 

world order are crumbling and in disarray. Materialism, 
greed, corruption and conflict are infecting the social order 
with a grave malaise from which it is helpless to extricate it
self. With every passing day it become~ more and more e\i· 
dent that no time must be lost in applying the remedy pre
scribed by Baha'u'lIah, and it is to this task that Baha'is 
everywhere must bend their energies and commit their re
sources. 

New conditions now present themsehes making it easier 
to accomplish our purpose. Galvanized by the fires of fierce 
opposition and nurtured by the blood of the martyrs, the 
forces of the Cause of Baha'u'llah are, at long last, emerg
ing from obscurity. Never before in history has the Faith 
been the subject of such universal attention and comment. 
Eminent statesmen, parliamentarians, journalists, writers, 
educators, commentators, clergymen and other leaders of 
thought have raised their voices and set their pens to ex
pressions of horror and revulsion at the persecutions of our 
brethren in Iran on the one hand, and to paeans of praise 
and admiration of the noble principles which motivate the 
followers of the Most Great Name on the other. 

The five international conferences of the Seven Year Plan 
were called to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the 
passing of the Greatest Holy Leaf, to discuss anew the pres
ent condition of the Faith in a turbulent world society, to 
examine the great opportunities for its future growth and 
development, and to focus attention on the unfulfilled goals 
of the Plan. We are certain that the contemplation of the 
gathered friends on the sterling qualities which dis
tinguished the heroic life of the Greatest Holy Leaf will help 
them to persevere in their noble endeavors. 

This particular Conference is unique in many ways. The 
geographical area of concern spans over half the globe, in
cluding within its purview all the vast continent of Asia as 
well as the water hemisphere which comprises all of Aus
tralasia. Within the continent of Asia is the "cradle of the 
principal religions of mankind ... abo\e whose horizons 
in modern times, the suns of two independent re\ela-

tions ... have successfully arison ... on whose western 
extremity the Qiblih of the Baha'i world has been definitely 
established .... " The first Mashriqu'l-Adhkar of the Ba
ha'i world was ereded on this continent under the direction 
of 'Abdu'I-Baha and now another is arising on the Indian 
sub-continent in the midst of the world's largest Baha'i 
community. In Australasia the Mother Temple of the An
tipodes, dedicated to the Glory of God just two decades 
ago, looks out across the vast Pacific Ocean in whose "mid
most heart" still another Mashriqu'l-Adhkar is being built 
on the mountain slope above Apia in the country of the first 
reigning monarch to embrace the Faith of IJaha'u'lIah. 

The population of Asia and Australasia is well o\er half 
the world population. The area includes Asiatic U.S.S.R. 
and mainland China accounting for more than one thous
and million souls who are, for the most part, untouched by 
the Revelation of Bah<i'u'llah. Obviously present conditions 
in these areas call for the exercise of the utmost wisdom and 
circumspection. Yet this vast segment of humanity cannot 
be ignored. 

Canberra, where you are now meeting, is at the southern 
pole of the spiritual axis referred to in the beloved Guar
dian's last message to the Baha'is of Australia as "ex
tending from the Antipodes to the northern islands of the 
Pacific Ocean ... " Referring to the :"ational Spirill!al As
semblies at the northern and southern poles of that axis, 
Shoghi Effendi went on to say: 

"A responsibility, at once wei~hty and inescapable, must 
rest on the communities which occupy so pril'ileged a posi
tion in so l'ast and turbulent an area (~r the globe. Howel'er 
great the distance that separates ihem: however much they 
may differ in race, language, custom, and religion; however 
active the politicalforces which tend to keep them apart and 
fuster racial and political antagonisms, the close and con
tinued association ~r these communities in their common, 
their peculiar and paramount task ~'-raising up and consoli
dating the embryonic World Order ~r Bahd 'u 'lldh in those 
regiuns of the globe is a mailer ~r l'ital and urgent im
portance which should receive on the part of the elected rep
resentatives of their communities a most earnest and prayer
ful consideration. " 

These guidelines, penned a quarter of a century ago, are 
as valid today as when they were written, and can be taken 
to heart by all Baha'i communities on either side of the axis. 

We are approaching the midway point of the Seven Year 
Plan. As we review our accomplishments with respect to the 
goals of that Plan, it is essential that we fortify oursehes for 
the tasks ahead, and that we rededicate ourselves to that 
Cause for which our beloved martyrs rendered their last full 
measure of devotion. We can do no less! 

We shall be with you in spirit during your important de
liberations. Our prayers ascend at the Holy Threshold for 
the success of your Conference and the International Con
ference being held concurrently in Montreal. We shall ar
dently supplicate that the blessings and confirmations of 
Baha'u'llah will descend upon you and surround you 
where\er you go in service to His Faith. 

\\'ith loving Baha'i greetings, 
The Unirersal House of Justice 

September 2, 1982 
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United States 

The 'new' Louhelen School is reopened 

Nearly 1,000 Baha'is from the 
Midwest and other areas of the United 
States were present October 29-31 to 
witness the long-awaited opening of 
the newly reconstructed Louhelen Ba
ha'i School near Davison, Michigan. 

Among those attending the gala cele
bration were the Hand of the Cause of 
God Dhikru'lilih Khadem and the 
members of the U .S.National Spiritual 
Assembly who held their regular meet
ing that weekend at the Louhelen 
School. 

Also meeting at Louhelen were the 
National Teaching, National Educa
tion and Persian Affairs Committees. 

The inaugural celebration included a 
Friday evening banquet that was at
tended by some 480 Baha'is including 
several whose memories of Louhelen 
stretched back to the early 1930s when 
the "Louhelen Ranch" was converted 
by its owners, Lou and Helen Eggle
ston, to a Baha'i school that they 
hoped would one day become the 
standard by which all such schools are 
measured. 

Sharing at the banquet their de
lightful reminiscences of the early days 
of the Louhelen Baha'i School were 
Mrs. Florence Mattoon Zmeskal of 
Toledo, Ohio, and Mrs. Sylvia Paine 
Parmelee of Wilmette, Illinois. 

About 700 were present for the Sun
day program that included the official 
ribbon-cutting ceremony presided over 
by Dr. Geoffry W. Marks, Louhelen's 
director of academic affairs, and Dr. 
William Diehl, director of administra
tive affairs. 

Among the speakers Sunday after
noon were Judge James F. Nelson, 
chairman of the National Spiritual 
Assembly, and the National Assem
bly's assistant secretary, Dr. Magda
lene M. Carney. 

The weekend's events began Friday 
morning with a tour of the new facili-
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The session included remarks b~ 
the Hand of the Cause of God 
Mr. Kbadem and by Moham
mad Ali Faizi, the brother of the 
late Hand of the Cause of God 
in whose memorl the Faizi En
dowment has been established at 
Louhelen. 

ties, followed that afternoon by a pro
gram whose theme wa~ "The Hand of 
the Cause of God Abu'I-Qasim Faizi. 
Educator of a New Race of Men." 

The session included remarks by the 
Hand of the Cause of God Mr. Kha
dem and by Mohammad Ali Faizi, the 
brother of the late Hand of the Cause 
of God in whose memory the Faizi 
Endowment has been established at 
Louhelen. 

The banquet that ewning was a fes
tive and nostalgic occasion that com
bined warm and loving reminiscences 

Ground crews compleTe lasT minUTe 
decoraTing and clean-up chores before 
The arrival of gueSTS for The Louhelen 

of the school and its founders with 
good food and excellent entertainment 
b~ pianist Negin Mohtadi of Farming
ton, Michigan, and the Sterling Glenn 
Chorale from Detroit. 

The Saturday morning session was 
built around "The History and Recon
struction of the Louhelen Baha'i 
School" and included these presenta
tions: 

• "Lou and Helen Eggleston and the 
Early Years of the Louhelen Schoo\'~ 
b~ Robert Gaines of Rochester, Michi
gan. a longtime friend of the Eggle
SlOns and former member of the Lou
helen School Council. 

• "The Dewlopment of Plans to Re
construct Louhelen" by the Louhelen 
Project Committee. 

• "The Reconstruction Project" by 
Sirouss Binaei, general manager, NSA 
Properties Inc. 

• "Louhelen as a Center of Baha'i 
Learning" by Drs. Marks and Diehl. 

The ribbon-cutting ceremony Satur
day afternoon was followed by a recep-

School's reopening ceremony lasT Oc
TOber 29-3/ . . ".:early /,000 Baha'is aT
Tended The gala evenT. 



tion and another tour of the school. 
The $1. 9-million reconstruction of 

Louhelen was completed in little more 
than a year, with ground having been 
broken September 6, 1981. 

The reopening of the school marks 
the completion of the latest chapter in 
its 51-year history that began with its 
first modest classes on August 31, 
1931. 

Primarily responsible for organizing 
those first classes at the behest of the 
Egg!estons were Mabel and Howard 
Colby Ives, and Grace and Harlan 
Ober. 

Others who participated in that first 
historic session included Fanny Knob
loch, Mary Collison, and many other 
friends. 

They were heartily encouraged by 
the Guardian who said the school had 
the potential to "gradually develop in
to a true cultural and educational Ba
ha'i center." 

Forty-three years later, in 1974, the 
original Louhelen campus had 10 be 
closed because the buildings that had 
served their purpose so well could no 
longer be considered safe for occu
pancy. 

With the approval of the Universal 
House of Justice, the National Spiri-

Presiding over the traditional ribbon
cutting ceremony during the Louhelen 
Bahd'" School's reopening last October 
were Dr. William Diehl (left), the 

Speakers at the Louhelen School's re
opening ceremonies last October in
cluded Robert Caines (left photo) and 

tual Assembly made reconstruction of 
the Louhelen school a high priority 
item, and two years ago a drive was 
begun to raise the nearly $2 million in 
funds needed 10 carry out its plan. 

Thanks to the generosity of many of 
the friends that fund drive was a re
sounding success, as anyone who has 

school's director of administrative af
fairs. and its director of academic af
fairs. Dr. Ceo/fry .\farks. 

Sirouss Binaei. general manager of 
NSA Properties Inc. and overseer of 
the Louhelen Reconstruction Project. 

seen the splendid new facilities will at
test. 

Early in 1981 the Faizi Endowment 
was established at Louhelen to hasten 
construction and provide for main
tenance of the school. 

Mr. Faizi, who died in November 
1980, was a scholar and educator 
whose contributions over many years 
to the spiritual, intellectual and 
physical development of children and 
youth are incalculable. 

The Louhelen school marked its 50th 
anniversary in August 1981. Then last 
June, the Natio"al Assembly an
nounced the appointment of Dr. 
Marks as director of academic affairs 
and Dr. Diehl as director of adminis
trative affairs. 

Work at the school proceeded on 
schedule, thanks to the efforts of Mr. 
Binaei and his associates and the 
cooperation of the Louhelen Project 
Committee and Louhelen Council, and 
all was made ready in time for the in
auguration ceremonies in October. 

A week later, the school was host to 
its first full-fledged event, a regional 
Youth Conference, and on November 
12-14 was the site of the first Mid
western Regional Conference of the 
Association for Baha'i Studies. 
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United States 

Greg~ry Institute marks 10th anniversary 

By DA VID E. OGRON 
One hundred eighty-five people in

cluding 19 youth and 24 children at
tended a gala "Homecoming Con
ference" in Florence, South Carolina, 
October 22-24 that was held in connec
tion with the 10th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Louis G. Gregory 
Baha'i Institute near Hemingway. 

Participants came from eight states 
stretching from Maine to Florida and 
from the District of Columbia. 

Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, secretary of 
the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly, 
addressed the approximately 160 peo
ple who gathered at the Gregory In
stitute on Sunday for the anniversary 
celebration that followed the Home
coming Conference. 

Speakers at the Homecoming, which 
was held at the National Guard Ar
mory in Florence, included Auxiliary 
Board members Albert James, Eliz-

Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh. secretary of the 
U.S. National Spiritual Assembly. was 
one of the speakers at the Louis G. 
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abeth Martin and Nat Rutstein; Dr. 
Alberta Deas, director of the Gregory 
Institute and secretary of the South 
Carolina Regional Teaching Com
mittee; and Gail Curwin of the Re
gional Teaching Committee. 

Springboard 
The conference theme,' 'South 

Carolina: Challenges of Growth," 
served as a springboard for presenta
tions by speakers on the challenges of 
growth for the individual, for Local 
Spiritual Assemblies, for Baha'i com
munities, and for the Deep South as a 
whole. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Rutstein. 
the entire conference was dedicated to 
the memory of Dr. Daniel C. Jordan, 
vice-chairman of the National Spiritual 
Assembly, who was found murdered 
October 16 in Stamford, Connecticut. 

Prayers were read at the conference 

Gregory Baha'i Institute's 10th anni
versary celebration last October. 

at the time of Dr. Jordan's funeral in 
Stamford, and the following message 
\'as ~ent to the friends gathered in 
Connecticut: 

"Though griewd at the loss of dear 
Dan, we feel his gentle spirit in our 
midst. And that quickens our resolve 
to work for the unification of the 
human family. 

"Our conference is dedicated in 
Dan's memory. Our deepest love to 
'ancy and the children. (Signed) South 
Carolina Homecoming Conference." 

Dr. Deas reported on the progress of 
the goals for South Carolina in the 
three-year second phase of the Seven 
Year Plan that were adopted in August 
) 98) by the South Carolina Regional 
Teaching Committee. 

The goals include helping Local 
Spiritual Assemblies to establish child
ren's classes, local Baha'i Centers, and 
Baha'i cemeteries. 

The Regional Teaching Committee, 
she said, has appointed 10 "consolida
tion task forces" composed of eight to 
10 members each. 

After preparing themselves for the 
consolidation work, these task forces 
are sent to nearby Baha'i communities 
on a regular basis. 

~1ary Gibson, the wife of the late 
member of the Universal House of 
Justice, Amoz Gibson, was a special 
guest at the Homecoming Conference. 

Speaking candidly about her ex
periences during her husband's illness, 
Mrs. Gibson said that she and her 
daughter had learned much from Mr. 
Gibson about death and the promise of 
an eternal happiness. 

\1rs. Gibson indicated that she plan
ned to remain in South Carolina after 
the conference to be of some assistance 
with the work of the Faith there. 

Knowing that she will "have to face 
Amoz," she said, "I would like to do 
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something that will make him happy to 
see me." 

Both Mrs. Martin and conference 
moderator George Frye of Charlotte, 
North Carolina, traced some of the 
history of the Faith's growth in South 
Carolina. 

Mr. Rutstein, in describing the 
"challenges of growth for the in
dividual," stressed the importance of 
every Baha'i reading and meditating on 
the Creative Word each day in addition 
to daily prayer. 

Stories and reminiscences of the 
Hand of the Cause of God Louis 
Gregory, a native of Charleston, South 
Carolina, were shared at the con
ference and anniversary celebration by 
Auxiliary Board member Albert 
James. 

The 10th anniversary of the es
tablishment of the Institute named in 
Mr. Gregory's honor came shortly af
ter the release by the Baha'i Publishing 
Trust of his biography by Gayle Mor
rison, To Move the World. 

Dr. Kazemzadeh, who emphasized 
the significance of the Gregory In
stitute and its vital role in preparing the 
friends to go out and win the spiritual 
battles that must be faced and over
come as the Faith develop~, was ob
serving a "homecoming" of his own. 

As chairman of the National As
sembly, Dr. Kazemzadeh was among 
the speakers when the Gregory In-

stitute was dedicated in October 1972. 
In a message read on that occasion, 

the Hand of the Cause of God William 
Sears had written: "There is nothing 
happening today in this entire hemi
sphere as significant or as important as 
the dedication of this Institute." 

Dr. Kazemzadeh likened the chal
lenges that lie ahead to a military cam
paign. 

"I see the Louis Gregory Institute as 
t he training ground," he said, "for 
those troops who will then go on the 
firing line and win the battle." 

Entertainment at the Homecoming 
Conference was provided by two 
groups of young Baha'is, the Dar
lington Singers from Darlington and 
Florence, South Carolina, and Na\"a, 
whose members are from various com-

Shown speaking al the 10th annirer
sar)' celebration for the Louis Gregory 
Baha'i Institute in South Carolina are 
Auxiliary Board memhers Albert 
James (left photo) and EIi;.aheth .\far
tin. 

Below: Among the entertl.1iners at (he 
Louis Gregory Baha'i Illstitute's 10lh 
anniversary celehralion was singer gui
tarist Dare Rohling. 

munities in North Carolina. 
The anniversary program included 

vocals by Mary Beckman of Heming
way and by a singing group composed 
of area Baha'is. 

A special award of appreciation was 
given by Dr. Deas on behalf of the In
stitute to William Schramm of Con
way, South Carolina. 

In presenting the plaque, Dr. Deas 
said that although Mr. Schramm is 
handicapped by a serious heart condi
tion, he has volunteered his services for 
the past six years in helping to improve 
the Institute's buildings and physical 
environment. 

Refreshments were sen'ed during an 
informal reception that followed the 
conclusion of the anni\'ersary pro
gram. 
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Dorothy Baker 

The early years: a flame begins to glow 

"Hearts grieved lamentable, untime
ly passing Dorothy Baker, distinguish
ed Hand Cause, eloquent exponent its 
teachings, indefatigable supporter its 
institutions, valiant defender its pre
cepts . .. " 

That cable from the beloved Guar
dian gave voice to the feelings of grief 
and dismay experienced by Baha'is all 
over the world following the airplane 
crash on January /0, 1954, that took 
the life of the Hand of the Cause of 
God Dorothy Beecher Baker who was 
greatly loved and deeply admired as an 
able administrator, teacher and tireless 
worker for the Cause of Baha'u'llah. 

Descended on her father'S side from 
a remarkable New England family that 
produced such luminaries as evan
gelists Lyman and Henry Ward Beech
er and novelist Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
the author of Uncle Tom's Cabin, Dor
othy Baker was greatly influenced by 
her grandmother, Ellen V. Beecher, a 
Baha'i who was known affectionately 
as "Mother Beecher." In 1912 Mother 
Beecher took her 13-year-old grand
daughter to New York to see the Mas
ter, <Abdu'I-Baha. 

The rest of the story is told here by 
Margaret Holbrook Hildreth of Ma
kanda, Illinois, assistant professor at 
Morris Library, Southern Illinois Uni
versityat Carbondale. Mrs. Hildreth, a 
Baha'i since 1946, has done extensive 
research on Dorothy Baker and the 
Beecher family for a work-in-progress 
entitled "Prairie Prophets: The Beech
ers and Illinois. " In these articles she 
has made extensive use of the recollec
tions of Dorothy Baker's daughter, 
Louise Baker Matthias. 
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By MARGARET H. HILDRETH 
First of two parts 

Nellie Beecher arrived at the Anso
nia Hotel in New York City on the 
morning of Friday, April 19, 1912. 
'Abdu'I-Baha greeted her as she en
tered: "Dear Mother Beecher, dear 
Mother Beecher." 

Turning to Dr. Aminu'llah Fareed, 
His interpreter, He added, "I expected 
Mother Beecher would be one of the 
first to greet me when I arrived here. I 
thought much about her. Some of the 
older Baha'is of this country have be
come well rooted; their roots ha\'e 
spread far out. They are the strong 
trees. You," he said to Nellie, "are one 
of the strong trees. The new Baha'is 
have no roots yet. It remains to be seen 
whether their roots shall spread out 
and they become strong trees." J 

Mother Beecher never forgot that 
meeting. In 1930 she would write to 
Henrietta Corrodi in reference to the 
event: "How I appreciated His Reality 
every time I met our Blessed Abdu'l
Baha or heard him speak. I can never 
forget the vibration of his voice when 
he spoke the name of 'Mother Beech
er.' " She added, of other such times, 
"It always made me weep and tremble 
for the Power in the voice was so 
searching and vibrant, but at the same 
time so full of love and tenderness." : 

'Abdu'I-Baha spent 79 days in New 
York City. He Who had been impris
oned or exiled for 40 years of His life 
now carried the banner of future civili
zation to the United States. Surround
ed by crowds, He addressed the public, 
at Columbia University, at the Bowery 
Mission, at churches, synagogues, 
clubs, private homes, wherever He was 
asked to present the Baha'i teachings. 
In the streets children clung to Him as 
He passed. Visitors filled His rooms. 

One such VIsitor arrived in June 
from New Jersey. Mother Beecher had 
brought her 13-year-old granddaughter 
to meet the Master. 

Dorothy Beecher was terrified. Nor
mally a happy child, she was also psy
chic; events of extreme emotion caused 
her to tremble. Her parents, Louella 
and Henry Beecher, were not Baha'is, 
and young Dorothy knew little of her 
grandmother's faith-yet she sensed 
that something of a tremendous nature 
was about to occur. 

As she and Nellie entered the room, 
'Abdu'I-Baha greeted Mother Beecher 
but made no overture to Dorothy other 
than to motion for her to sit on a foot
stool at His feet, facing the audience. 

As 'Abdu'I-Baha spoke Dorothy 
turned slightly on her stool, peering at 
Him from the corners of her eyes. The 
longer He spoke, the more she turned 
until, toward the end of the talk, she 
was gazing at Him in adoration. There 
was, however, no verbal communica
tion between them. 

Several days later Dorothy told her 
grandmother, "I want to write to 'Ab
du'I-Baha. " 

"Well, I think you should," Mother 
Beecher replied. 

'My daughter' 
Shortly afterward a note arrived. In 

tiny handwriting it said, "Oh, dearest 
child. I will pray that your great desire 
may be fulfilled and that you serve this 
Cause. " 

Mother Beecher became ill a day or 
two later, but received word that 'Ab
du'I-Baha wished to see her. Hurrying 
from her sick-bed, she asked, "What 
have I done?" 

"I called you," the Master said. "to 
tell you that your granddaughter is my 
own daughter. You must train her for 
me." 

'Abdu'I-Baha remained in the U.S. 
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for eight months, traveling from New 
York City to Washington, D.C., then 
to Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 
Massachusetts, back to New York, to 
Illinois, Wisconsin and Minnesota, 
across the prairie to Nebraska, to the 
mountains of Colorado and Utah, then 
onward to California-to 41 cities and 
towns before returning to New York. 
On December 5 he bade farewell to 
America and sailed for England. 

Mother Beecher's life was dedicated 
to the Baha'i Faith and to her grand
daughter; she was conscientious in 
training the girl in the teachings, es
pecially during the summers at the 
Green Acre School in Maine. On or 
about her 15th birthday Dorothy de
clared her acceptance of the Word of 
Baha'u'llah. 

Educated at the Montclair Normal 
College in her home state of New Jer
sey, Dorothy was graduated in 1918 
and accepted a position in the Newark 
public school system. At Green Acre in 
the summer of 1920, a time to which 
she referred as a "confirming ex
perience," she wrote to 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
asking that He "please pray for the 
adorable children I teach." She never 
made known His answer, if any. 

Rooming in East Orange and teach
ing in Newark, the lovely Dorothy 
Beecher, tall and slender, succumbed 
to the attentions of a young lawyer. 
But for no particular reason, she could 
not bring herself to set a definite wed
ding date. Over and over she post
poned the marriage and continued 
teaching. 

One September evening in 1920 two 
motherless neighborhood children 
came to dinner at the boarding house; 
their father was away from town on 
business. Soon their father came to 
dinner too. His name was Frank 
Baker. A very nice middle-aged man, 
Dorothy thought. 

In October Dorothy began to pray 
for guidance on the subject of mar
riage. A thought came to her: "When 
you marry, you take a step that will af
feet your whole life. Ask for God's 
first choice." 

And so she prayed: "What is Your 
first choice for me? God willing, grant 
this." And Frank Baker came into her 
mind. 

Startled, Dorothy stopped praying. 
"Why, he's an old man of 30!" Again 
she prayed for God's first choice, and 

again Frank Baker appeared in her 
mind. Three times this happened. 

"I can't imagine marrying Frank 
Baker," she said to herself. "But I 
can't marry ___ eI-
ther. " 

Dorothy's fiance was waiting for her 
under her window, signaling with peb
bles as he often did. He waited. Dor
othy did not appear. Never again did he 
return. Frank Baker, however, did. 

"How would you like to have dinner 

The Hand of the Cause of God 
Dorothy Beecher Baker. 

with me and go to a show Saturday 
night?" he asked. Dorothy looked at 
him. He was a heavily-built man, but 
not fat, and had great spiritual quali
ties. 

'T d be delighted," she answered. 
That Saturday evening Dorothy and 

Frank watched the sun set while she 
told him about the Baha'i Faith. "My 
family are Lutherans," he said. "I was 
brought up Lutheran. Seems to me that 
all the prophecies are coming to pass in 
this age." 

In March, Frank Baker proposed 
marriage and Dorothy accepted. As he 
drove her home, his car caught fire. 

On June 21, 1921, Frank Alben 
Baker and Dorothy King Beecher were 
married at Budd Lake, New Jersey. 
Dorothy not only had a husband, she 

was now the mother of two young chil
dren, Conrad and Sally. Discipline was 
difficult: "You're not our mother," 
they would complain. Before long it 
would be, "Oh, mother, I love you 
so." 

Henry and Louella Beecher visited 
often at the Bakers' home in Newark. 
Dorothy held Baha'i meetings and 
Mother Beecher did the teaching. Dor
othy learned to play bridge, and the 
Bakers maintained an active social life 
whenever Frank was in town. Dorothy 
spoke of "wasting my life," and 
though an active Baha'i. was not yet 
dedicated to the Faith. Their daughter 
Winifred Louise was born on May 24, 
1922, and within the year the family 
moved to Buffalo, New York, where 
William King Baker was born on No
vember 26, 1923. 

Sense of desolation 
For the Baha'is, the passing of 'Ab

du'l-Baba on November 28, 1921, had 
brought immediate grief and a sense of 
desolation. As messages of consolation 
poured into Haifa from world leaders, 
the American Baha'is read again His 
last words addressed especially to them 
only two weeks before: 

"In America, in these days, severe 
winds have surrounded the Lamp of 
the Covenant, hoping that this brilliant 
Light may be extinguished, and this 
Tree of Life may be uprooted. Certain 
weak, capricious, malicious and igno
rant souls have been shaken by the 
earthquake of hatred, of animosity, 
have striven to efface the Divine Cove
nant and Testament, and render the 
clear water muddy-so that in it they 
might fish. They have arisen against 
the Centre of the Covenant like the 
people of the Bayan who attacked the 
Blessed Beauty and every moment ut
tered a calumny. Every day they seek a 
pretext and secretly arouse doubts, so 
that the Covenant of Baha'u '/Iah may 
be completely annihilated in America. 

"0 friends of God! Be awake; be 
vigilant, be vigilant . .. " ~ 

The Baha'i world was not, however, 
bereft. 'Abdu '1-Baba had left His Will 
and Testament, a document written 
during the seven years of incarceration 
in 'Akka, 4 which formed the basis of 
an administrative order and provided 
continuity in the Cause. Exhorting Ba
ha'is to protect the true Faith of God 
and to preserve His Law, safeguard 

Baha'i News/January 1983 9 



His Cause and serve His Word, 'Ab
du'I-BahA instructed them to follow in 
the footsteps of the disciples of Christ 
in spreading the Gospel: "The most 
important of all things is the guidance 
of the nations and peoples of the 
world." Referring to the BAb and 
Baha'u'llAh as the "Twin Holy Trees, " 
He added, "Turn unto Shoghi Ef
fendi ... as he is the sign of God, the 
chosen branch, the guardian of the 
Cause of God . .. "s Shoghi Effendi 
Rabbani, eldest grandson of 'Abdu'l
Baha, born in the prison-city of 'AkkA 
in 1897, raised in the Master's house
hold, educated at the College des 
Freres in Haifa, the Syrian Protestant 
College in Beirut, Lebanon, and at Ox
ford University in England, was now 
Guardian of the Baha'i Faith. 

In July 1926, the year Dorothy was 
elected to serve on the Spiritual As
sembly of Buffalo, her stepdaughter 
Sally became ill: "Muzz, I feel tired." 
The doctor offered no encouragement. 
Sally had leukemia and would live no 
longer than three weeks. Dr. 'Ali Kuli
Khan, translator of the works of BahA
'u'llah, spoke to young Conrad and 
Sally and read them The Seven Valleys 
as SalIy wept. "Muzz, whatever hap
pens," she said, "I want you to know I 
am a BahA'i." The acute stage of 
Sally's illness lasted but 10 days. 

In 1927, Frank Baker resolved to 
own his own business. There was a 
promising bakery in Lima, Ohio. Do
rothy was less than ecstatic: "But 
Frank," she pleaded, "where will I 
shop?" Nevertheless, the move to Ohio 
was made, and Dorothy's social life 
continued in Lima where she organized 
a Parent-Teacher Association and for 
two years entertained BahA'is as they 
stopped on their way to or from Wil
mette, telling stories, playing bridge. In 
] 928 Mother Beecher, now 88 years 
old, came to visit. Unhappy, she ac
cepted the Bakers' urging and invita
tion and moved in with them. 

Dorothy was obviously not in good 
health, living mostly on nervous en
ergy. "If only I could get up to 110 
pounds," she moaned. A visit to her 
doctor confirmed that she had tuber
culosis. Further, she discovered a lump 
in her breast, a fact that she kept from 
the doctor as welI as from Frank. Fu
rious and frustrated by this turn of 
events, she wondered, "What have I 
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done with my life?" 
It was April ]929. "Frank, let's go 

to Convention," she suggested. But 
her husband could not leave his busi
ness. "You go," he urged. Dorothy 
agreed, and left soon afterward for 
Wilmette, staying at an Evanston hotel 
with Doris McKay and Ruth Haw
thorn, friends from New York state. 

The BahA'i House of Worship was 
not yet completed. "A big black
covered hole," some Wilmette resi-

She ... left to walk alone along 
the lake shore. Doris McKay 
joined her. Distraught. Doroth~· 
said, 'Doris, I am a spiritual 
criminal. I have lived uncom
mitted. I have done nothing with 
my life. How could I have done 
this? What should I do?' 

dents called it. An informal application 
to begin construction had been made to 
the village on December 27, 1920, and. 
due to some opposition from the vil
lage board, a formal application was 
made on January 7, 1921. It was re
fused for lack of a presentation of 
building plans. On March 19 of that 
year a building permit was finally ap
proved, and during the summer the 
nine caisson foundations were com
pleted, requiring wells of 120-foot 
depth that extended 90 feet below the 
level of Lake Michigan and a nearby 
drainage canal. 

The basement structure and first 
floor were completed in the fall of 1922 
although the completion of the base
ment floor and subdivision and finish
ing of the space was not carried out un
til later as further work on the archi
tectural drawings was required. Since 
construction of the building depended 
upon contributions from BahA'is only, 
it could proceed only as quickly as 
funds were available. By 1929 the 
building of the superstructure was 
about to begin. 

The annual Convention, therefore. 
took place in what was-and still 
is-calIed Foundation Hall. It was here 
that Dorothy Baker sat in the front ro\\ 
on May 2 listening to the reports of the 
past year's BahA'i activities. She felt ill 
and more than a little upset. Leaving 

the hall, she walked out to the corner
stone, the limestone rock that 'Abdu'l
Baha Himself had placed in the ground 
some 17 years before. 

Albert Vail, a Baha'i from Evans
ton, spoke to her: "Dorothy, you 
won't be here next year, will you?" 

"No, I won't be here." 

"How about your husband?" he 
asked. 

"He'll be able to handle it," she re
plied. "The children will have a Baha'i 
education." 

"Dorothy." he said, "are you will
ing to leave this world without having 
rendered some great service to this 
Faith?" 

She began to shake, and left to walk 
alone along the lake shore. Doris Mc
Kay joined her. Distraught, Dorothy 
said, "Doris, I am a spiritual criminal. 
I have lived uncommitted. I have done 
nothing with my life. How could I have 
done this? What should I do?" 

"Go ahead and teach," her friend 
answered. "Dedicate your life. Be 
committed. Do something!" 

Her mind racing, Dorothy returned 
to the cornerstone. Later, she confided 
in Doris: "I'll never forget those mo
ments at the cornerstone. I think it was 
then that I laid my heart at the feet of 
my Beloved." 

Returning to Foundation Hall, she 
remained standing at the rear of the 
room. George Lattimer, the chairman 
of the Convention, noticed her and an
nounced, "There is someone here I 
think we should hear from, and that is 
Mother Beecher's granddaughter, 
Dorothy Baker." With that he called 
her forward, and a radiant Dorothy 
Baker walked down the aisle to address 
the Convention. She would remember 
nothing of what she said. 

Back in Lima, Dorothy immersed 
herself in learning more about the 
teachings, studying the words of Baha
'u'llAh and 'Abdu'I-BahA with Mother 
Beecher for an hour or more each day 
as her grandmother put all her energies 
into this pleasant task. "We met each 
morning," Dorothy wrote, "which 
gave us inspiration for the day." 6 

As 1930 began Mother Beecher was 
dying, suffering from what she termed 
a "state of prostration," days when 
she "had to be stimulated to keep 
alive." She continued to worry about 
Dorothy's health: "She has been going 



through a real siege which has robbed 
her of her usual pep and ambi
tion . . . I am not sure that she will be 
able to do half of the things which are 
laid upon her to do. But she is so deep
ly interested in the lessons that she in
sists she will go on with them, and we 
pray that strength may be given her." 
Dorothy, meanwhile, had been in Co
lumbus with Frank: "From all reports 
D. did a great work there. She is so on 
fire in spirit but so frail in body. If her 
life is spared she will become a great 
teacher, as well as writer, for she is a 
chosen instrument without doubt." 7 

Intolerable heat 
As Mother Beecher became more 

feeble, the summer heat became intol
erable for her. In an effort to make her 
more comfortable, Frank and Dorothy 
cleaned out a corner of the cool cellar 
for her, furnishing it with a Persian 
rug, a cot. chairs, a table, lamp, and 
Nellie's favorite rocker. Not immedi
ately pleased, Mother Beecher was con
vinced that this was an attempt to get 
rid of her, an opinion that was soon re
versed as she reveled in that cool re
treat, a spot all her own. As the Bakers 
planned to attend the annual Baha'i 
Convention, Mother Beecher looked 
forward to the visitors who would stop 
to see her either going to or coming 
from Wilmette. 

Soon, however, Mother Beecher be
gan 10 weaken-"losing nerve force," 
she called it. "Have no pain, nor symp
toms of any disease, but am just 
tired! ... Guess old age has come for 
sure." 8 She remained, for the most 
part, bedridden in Lima until that 
night in 1932 when Dorothy awoke at 
I :55 a.m. and knew for certain-that her 
grandmother was gone. A week before 
her death, Nellie had told her grand
daughter, "My Lord has accepted 
me." 9 

The Bakers began holding informal 
meetings in their home about a month 
after Mother Beecher's passing in Au
gust 1932, meetings at which Dorothy 
gave one-hour talks that were followed 
by question-and-answer sessions with 
as many as 40 people seeking to learn 
more about this Faith of theirs. By the 
following spring more than 20 had be
come Baha'is, and two others were so 
close 10 accepting the Faith that they 
indeed thought they were Baha'is. 
Then their Lutheran fathers, both 

preachers, arrived in Lima, greatly agi
tated. 

"What is this cult you are,bowing 
to?" they demanded. "This is anti
Christ! " 

So Ed and Elma Miessler agreed not 
to study with Dorothy Baker. "We will 
study the Bible. We will go to church." 
A further parental demand to "burn 
those Baha'i books" brought a nega
tive reaction. The young couple re
fused. "We will read the Baha'i books. 
but we will study the Bible 100." 

Dorothy Baker kept her distance, as 
the parents had demanded, while con
tinuing to supply the two with each 
new publication as it appeared, in
cluding the Baha '( News. One issue 
stressed the importance of attendance 
by Baha'is at the Nineteen Day Feast~ 
and the stipulation by the Guardian 
that attendance was obligatory for 
every Baha'i unless absent from the 
community or ill. Ed and Elma Miess
ler read the announcement: "But we 
are Baha'is and we'd love to go to the 
Feasts." They appeared at the next 
Feast, then reported to their pastor, 
"We are Baha'is." They were prompt
ly excommunicated from the church 
with great fanfare. In 1934 the group 
of Baha'is in Lima prepared to form a 

Shown are delegates to the annual Ba
hd'( Convention for Central America, 
held April 22-25, 1952, in San Jose, 
Costa Rica. Dorothy Baker, who rep-

Local Spiritual Assemblv but did not 
feel that they were quite "readv for this 
new responsibility. so they formed 
what was called a Local Spiritual Com
munity. Ed and Elma Miessler were 
among that group. 

As one after another of the Bakers' 
fireside group became Baha'is, Dor
othy worried about one of their num
ber, the only holdout, and prayed for 
the young woman: "Oh, BahA'u'lIah, 
if You were to appear to Virginia in a 
vision and assure her You are the 
Promised One, she would become a 
Baha'i. She couldn't resist that!" The 
following morning there was a knock 
at her door. It was Virginia. "Dorothy, 
you'll never guess what happened," 
she said. "I dreamed last night that 
BahA'u'lIah came to me and told me 
He was the Promised One!" Dorothy's 
happiness over the announcement was 
short-lived. Virginia continued, "Dor
othy, that was very unsportsmanlike of 
Him. Christ would never have done 
such a thing! I could never accept 
Baha'u'lIah." And so another lesson 
was learned, one that Dorothy never 
forgot: One does not tell Baha'u'llah 
what to do; when one prays, it must al
ways be for God's first choice. 

Her life now dedicated to teaching 

resented the U.S. -'\lational Spiritual 
Assembly at the Convention, is seated 
fourth from the left in the front row. 
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her Faith, Dorothy Beecher Baker was 
by 1933 a member of the Central States 
Baha'i Summer School Committee. 
For the initial three years of summer 
teaching at the Louhelen Ranch near 
Davison, Michigan, adults and youth 
had participated in one joint session. 
But by the second year the youth had 
begun to lobby for a separate session, 
an attitude that increased in strength 
by the third summer. Consequently, in 
1934, Dorothy Baker responded by di
recting a separate session for youth, 
one that, as the word spread, brought 
young people from great distances to 
the only existing Baha'i school for 
young people. 

On May 3, 1936, Dorothy addressed 
the 28th annual Convention in Wil
mette on "Assurance," the spiritual 
assurance born of the Word of God, 
"that which Jesus gave to the pure in 
heart, and Moses gave to the cap
tives ... the assurance that life has an 
eternal goal." Earlier that year she had 
written in "The Path 10 God": 

The lettered Jews sprang from the 
spiritual genius of Moses; the glory of 
ancient Persia reflects the fire of Zoro
aster; unfolding Europe lifts her spires 
in homage to the glorious Nazarene; 
the mathematics of the Arabs of Cor
dova, the architecture, astronomy and 
poetic genious of the Muhammedan 
world in the middle centuries bespeak 
in like manner the gift of Muham
mad ... 

Revelation, the open door to para
dise, is indissolubly linked with the 
Messenger. With one gracious gesture 
God bestows upon the world a divine 
physician, an infallible law-giver, a 
perfect pattern of His holy attributes, 
and a point of union of man with his 
God. . . The soul . .. finds itself on 
the ancient, eternal path. To tread that 
path with dignity and joy is the birth
right of every man . .. 

Bahd'u'lldh writes, "Ye are the 
fruits of one tree, the leaves of one 
branch. Deal ye with one another with 
the utmost love and harmony. " II 

Dorothy continued to attend sum
mer sessions at Green Acre, conducting 
study courses on "Spiritual Develop
ment and Law" for adults, and, in Au
gust 1936, a session on "The Baha '] 
Life" for younger people. These ses
sions were popular and well-attended. 
After one such course had gone es-
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pecially well, everyone was more than 
pleased, including Dorothy Baker her
self. A crowd had surrounded her after 
each meeting, saying, "Oh, Dorothy, 
that was so wonderful. That was so 
beautiful, and it touched my heart, ,. 
and many other complimentary re
marks. Among the attendees one day 
was Louis Gregory, one of the early 
black adherents of the Faith, a lawyer 
and humanitarian. After the meeting, 
when the last person had departed after 

' ... To dare reasonably to hope 
for religious unity rests not 
alone on full acknowledgment 
of the likenesses of religions 
past, but also upon recognition 
of the Word revealed today in its 
full power to succeed where men 
have failed.' 

telling Dorothy how wonderful she 
was, Mr. Gregory approached her and 
said, "Dorothy, that was a very beauti
ful, very wonderful course you gave." 

"Why, thank you, Louis," Dorothy 
responded. smiling. 

"You thought so too, didn't you?" 
he continued. The question was fol
lowed by a long silence. "Dorothy." 
he said, "you must always remember 
that the moment you think it is Dor
othy Baker who is accomplishing this. 
your service to God is over." 

It was a lesson Dorothy never for
got. "Louis Gregory always kept my 
feet on the ground," she said. 

In 1937 Dorothy Baker was elected 
to the U.S. National Spiritual Assem
bly, became a member of the Inter
America Committee, and spoke out on 
religious unity. "The first great ad
venture of America," she wrote, "was 
her escape from spiritual tyranny." 

If our forefathers had one high re
solve in common above all others it 
was that they might worship in free
dom. Our anxious pendulum swung to 
a strange extreme and demanded rigo
rous conformity to the new. We passed 
through days of expulsion, blue laws 
and Salem witchcraft and attained a 
new high in bigotry and intolerance, 
Then came the reaction. Robert Inger
soll rebelled and preached agnostically 
because he could not truthfully endorse 

the ecclesiastical absurdities of his day. 
Wild fire does not spread faster than 
did his doctrine, but all did not go the 
way of the agnostic. The spiritually 
sensitive reached out and caught the 
spirit of a new age and translated it ac
cording to their type and kind . ... -
Then the churches and philosophies 
alike divided and subdivided until at 
last our verl' freedom become a night
mare. i: 

The lack of unity in the Christian 
world she noted in the repeated ques
lion. "If Jesus came into the world to
day, which Christian group would He 
endorse?" Similarly, among the older 
faiths. "To what sect of Islam would 
\1uQammad subscribe? To which 
school of Jewish faith would Moses 
profess loyalty?" We are still asking, 
she wrote, "Is unity of faiths pos
sible?" 

Revealed religion is truth restated ac
cording to new needs and evolving ca
pacities. The source of faith is the 
H 'ord of God or Logos, which appears 
as rhythmical/.v as the spring sea
son . .. To dare reasonably to hope for 
religious unity rests not alone on full 
acknowledgment of the likenesses of 
religions past, but also upon recogni
tion of the Word revealed today in its 
full power to succeed where men have 
failed. No force less than the Spirit of 
God can now effect a healing for our 
disintegration. 11 

To a Baha'i there is undoubtedly 
nothing so transcendant as a pilgrim
age to Haifa. For most it happens but 
once. this opportunity to visit the Holy 
Land. the Baha'i World Centre, and 
the shrines on Mount Carmel and at 
Bahji; the prison-city of 'Akka; the 
garden of RiQvan; the house of Abblid; 
the mansion of Mazra'ih. Dorothy had 
written in 1920 for permission to go on 
pilgrimage but was turned down. 
Again in 1936 she had written to the 
Guardian for permission to come. His 
answer had been negative: "The state 
of the Baha'i Fund is so pitiful ... I 
would prefer that you would give a 
part of what you were going to spend 
to the National Fund to bring down the 
terrible load of debt." . 

Dorothy had inherited $2,000 from 
an aunt, money she planned to use for 
her trip to Haifa. She remembered the 
words of Baha'u'lIah: "To undertake 
journeys for the sake of visiting the 
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tombs of the dead is not necessary. If 
those who have means and wealth 
should give to the House of Justice the 
amount which would otherwise be ex
pended on such journeys, this would be 
acceptable and agreeable before God. 
Happy are those who practice!" Obe
diently, Dorothy sent the entire sum to 
Wilmette and wrote to the Guardian, 
telling him of her action. His reply was 
one of deep appreciation. 

In 1937 she wrote to Shoghi Effendi 
a third time, asking for pilgrimage, and 
from Haifa came his reply: "I am wait
ing to welcome you in Haifa with Mrs. 
Margery McCormick and Mrs. Amelia 
Collins." Dorothy's happiness knew 
no limits as she purchased her steam
ship ticket, new clothes, a trunk. As 
her excitement mounted in anticipation 
of the trip, local persecution of the Ba
ha'is appeared. From the pulpits of the 
three principal churches in Lima came 
diatribes against the Baha'is and orders 
to boycott Frank Baker's bakery. 

Threat.:ned with bankruptcy, Frank 
reluctantly told his wife that he might 
no longer be able to pay her travel ex
penses to National Assembly meetings, 
which were held alternately at the 
homes of the nine members-in New 
York, California, Wilmette, Knoxville, 
Lima or wherever. "Dorothy, it's 
probably going to be all right," he 
said. "I think I can skin through, but 
things are getting pretty desperate and 
I may go bankrupt." 

Travel expenses 
Dorothv wrote to the Guardian, in

forming him that her travel expense~ 
henceforth might have to come from 
the National Fund, a suggestion that 
brought a quick reply that she was not 
to endanger the Fund but should give 
up her trip to Haifa at this time. "Wait 
and come another time," he counseled. 

Despite Frank's forebodings, his 
business did not go under, and Dor
othy continued to attend to her duties 
as a member of the National Assembly, 
chairman of the Child Education Com
mittee, and member of the Inter-Amer
ica Committee, and wrote "Hear, 0 Is
rael," a brief overview of the teachings 
of Abraham and Moses toward pro
gressive revelation, which, she main
tained, was contained in the revelations 
appearing in the Torah, the Gospels, 
and the Qur'an: 

"Spiritual unity can come only ouf 

of Revelation . .. Bahd 'u 'lldh calls 
the world from clan to super-state, 
from sect to spiritual solidarity. This is 
a challenge to Israel. the champion of 
God . .. Hear, 0 Israel. the Lord thy 
God, (he Lord is One.'" 14 

Dorothy Beecher Baker's life was 
spent in living her faith in God and 
Baha'u'llah, a faith that was apparent 
in all her contacts. There was always 
time for those who needed her help. 
Responding to a plea from a friend in 
spiritual need, she wrote, "Look not to 
the creature, let your heart be supreme
ly attached to our Beloved, then you 
can serve all His children with detach-

'\oles 

All Quotations not attributed in the preceding 
text or in the following nOles hal'e heen taken 
from a tape recording of a talk br Louise Baker 
Matthias about her mother, Doroth.l· Beecher 
Baker, in Wilmette, Illinois, on August 31,1977. 
and used wilh her permission. 

I. Ellen \'. Beecher, from notes in ro"e"ion 01 
Rex Collison. Geyserville. California. 
2. Ellen V. Beecher to Henrietta C(lrrodi. Feh· 
ruary J. 19~O. 
3. Quoted in H.\I. Balyuli. 'Abdu'/-Bahd, 1"1". 
4~O-51. 

4. 1901 to 1908. 
5. 'Abdu'I-Baha. Will and Testament. 1"1". 12-D. 
6. Ellen V. Beecher to Henrietta Corradi. No
\'emher 4, 1929. 

ment and joy, and never fail them no 
matter what they do, When people 
make mistakes you are only seeing mo
ments that are hookups between states 
of consciousness, It does not matter. 

"\1ake a joyous thing of the little 
services, because you can never tell 
which is little and which is big in God's 
sight. .. , Know this, that the March 
is all that mailers .... When the 
MARCH is over, through all the 
worlds of God the miracle of it will be 
continuously unfolding before us, and 
there will be no separation." 1< 

'ext: The Hand of the Cause of God 
Doroth~ Beecher Baker, 

7. Ellen \'. Beecher t(l Rex and Marv Collison, 
January 18. 19~O. -
8. Ellen V. Beecher lCl an unnamed "heloved & 
faithful old friend." \Iay 27, 19~1. 
9. Dorothv Baker. "Evolution of a Baha'i." in 
Star of the West ma~azine. Vol. 24. r. 377. 
10. Dorothy Baker. "Assurance," in World 
Order ma~anne. \01. 2 (1936-~"). 1"1". 330-~4. 
II. Dorothy Baker. "The Path to God," in 
World Order magazi ne. Vol. 2. 1"1". I I 1-17. 
12. Doroth\ Baker. "Unity in Reli!!ion." in 
World Order magaZIne. Vol. ~. 1"1".413-17. 
13. Ihid. 
14. Dorothy Baker, "Hear, 0 Israel." in Th(' Ba
hd'i World. \'(ll. \'11. 1"1". 754-56. 
I~. Dorothy Baker t<' Elizabeth Cheney. June 13. 
1937. 
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The world 

Norwegian television mentions Faith 

The first mention of the Faith on 
television in Norway occurred last May 
19 in the form of a four-minute report 
on the persecution of Baha.'is in Iran. 

The report was carried on an evening 
news program that is seen throughout 
the country. 

A radio program on the persecutions 
was broadcast May 3 and repeated 
June 23. The 20-minute program in
cluded comments by Gerald Knight, 
the Baha'i Interroational Community's 
alternate repre,entative to the United 
Nations. 

The persecution of Baha'is in Iran 
was a topic of discussion in the Nor
wegian Parliament last February 24 
and again on May 26. 

A press release on the same subject 
was issued last February by the Nor
wegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

The press release described the hu
man rights situation in Iran as "a cause 
for growing concern and unrest," add
ing that "The latest reports that rep
resentatives of the non-violent religious 
Baha'i community have been executed 
provide even further grounds for react
ing. " 

During a parliamentary debate last 

Upper Volta 

Baha'is in Upper Volta were sur
prised and delighted last June I to see a 
documentary film on the Faith pre
sented on the Voltaic National Tele
vision network. 

The film, made by a French tele
vision network and distributed to some 
of the French-speaking countries in 
Africa, deals with the persecution of 
Baha'is in Iran, features Mrs. Christine 
Hakim Samandari answering questions 
about her book, Victory Over Vio
lence, and gives a general commentary 
about the Faith. 
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May 26, Rep. Li\ Aasen again brought 
the subject of the persecution of Ba
ha'is in Iran to the attention of the 
foreign minister with this question: 

"The reports from Iran relate ne\\ 
persecutions and executions of the 
members of the Baha'i communit~. 
Can Norway take the initiative and to
gether with other countries protest to 
the officials in Iran against these 
serious transgressions of human 
rights?" 

Papua New Guinea 

Shown are Baha'is who attended two 
of the regional Baha'I institutes in 
Papua New Guinea that were arranged 
by the Regional and National Teaching 
Committees to fUlfill one of the coun
try's goals of the Seven Year Plan. 
Above are participants in the institute 
at Kwikila; below are those at the insti-

United States 
The first Regional Hispanic Teach

ing Conference for the Western States 
was held August 20-22 in San Fernan
do, California. 

The historic event was hosted by the 
Regional Spanish Teaching Committee 
and the Baha'i community of San Fer
nando. 

It marked the first time that such a 
gathering was planned and presented 
by a majority of Hispanic participants. 

In his reply, Foreign Minister Svenn 
Stray referred to the Norwegian pre
sentations to the UN Human Rights 
Commission and the UN Economic 
and Social Council. 

"The persecution of the Baha'is is 
such a blatant transgression of human 
rights," he said, "that we cannot cease 
following this matter, even if our in
itiative so far has been without ef
feet ... " 

tute in Tabunomu, in the Rigo area of 
Papua New Guinea. When isolated be
lievers in Karaikomana, Rigo, learned 
that an institute would be held in their 
village, they wept for joy. They made 
elaborate preparations, and on the day 
of the institute invited the entire village 
TO meet the Baha'Is. 

On July 24-25, more than 300 peo
ple, the majority of them Asians, at
tended the first Regional Asian 
Teaching Conference for the Western 
States in Monterey Park, California. 

The keynote speaker at that con
ference was Mrs. Soo Fouts, a member 
of the U.S. National Spiritual Assem
bly. 

Also participating in the conference 
were three members of the Auxiliary 
Board and the chairman of the Na
tional Teaching Committee. 



Malaysia 

One hundred-six people of all ages 
from Sabah, Brunei and Sarawak at
tended the fifth Malaysian Baha'i 
Summer School held last July 23-25 in 
Sabah, one of the two states of East 
Malaysia. 

Speakers included Counsellor John 
Fozdar and Auxiliary Board member 
Chin Kah Thing. 

Fund-raising was one of the more 
successful aspects of the school, with 
contributions and pledges from par
ticipants' home communities to the 
National Fund. 

Three people were enrolled in the 
Faith, and on the last day of the school 
19 Baha'is set out to carry the Message 
throughout Sabah. 

The Baha'i marriage last August 1 of 
Dr. S.R. Janardhanan of Perak, Ma
laysia, and Toyako Nakai of Japan 
marked the first Malaysian-Japanese 
marriage under the new provisions for 
Baha'i marriages in Malaysia. 

The wedding took place at Kota Kin
abalu, Sabah, Malaysia. 

Canada 
A scholarly analysis of the persecu

tion of Iranian Baha'is under the Pah
lavi regime, prepared by Douglas Mar
tin, a member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Canada, was the lead ar
ticle in the March issue of Focus, a 
Canadian journal of contemporary 
Middle Eastern affairs. 

The Toronto-based organization 
that publishes the journal has, on its 
own initiative, arranged a lecture tour 
for Mr. Martin. He will address faculty 
groups at three Canadian universities, 
in Montreal and in London and Hamil
ton, Ontario. 

Bahamas 
Topics related to the Faith have been 

presented and received warmly in re
cent months at three different clubs in 
the Bahamas. 

Two Baha'is spoke at the Anchor 
Club of St. Augustine Girls' School, at 
a Kiwanis Club meeting, and at the 
Toastmistress Club. The Baha'is were 
invited to return to each of these clubs 
in the future. 

Australia 

Three Baha'is from Japan examine a 
book about Newcastle, Australia, dur
ing their visit to Newcastle in Septem
ber following the Baha'i International 
Conference in Canberra. They are (left 
to right) Hiroko Nlljajima of Tokyo, 

Three Baha'is from Japan visited 
Newcastle, New South Wales,Aus
tralia, last September following the Ba
ha'i International Conference in Can
berra. 

Contact had been made with the 
Spiritual Assembly of Ube, Japan, be
fore the Conference to confirm the 
visit of Japanese Baha'is as a part of 
the developing "spiritual axis" be
tween the-two countries spoken of by 
the beloved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi. 

During their visit, Kiyoshi Nishi
mura and Michael Higgins of Ube and 
Hiroko Najajima of Tokyo were re
ceived by the Lord Mayor of New
castle, Joy Cummings, who said the 
world needs a peaceful and united re
ligion to be an umbrella for the existing 
religions. The Baha'i Faith, she added, 
is going to be that religion. 

Members of the Baha'i community 
of Newcastle presented the Lord 
Mayor with mementos of the Baha 'j 
International Conference and ex
plained its purposes. 

The Faith and the Conference were 

Kiyoshi Nishimura and Michael Hig
gins of Vbe City. Their visit to New
castle was part of the developin[!. 
'spiritual axis' between Japan and A us
tralia spoken of by the beloved Guar
dian, Shoghi Effendi. 

mentioned again during interviews of 
the Japanese Baha'js by reporters from 
a local radio station and two news
papers. 

The visitors also discussed the Faith 
with two professors on the University 
of Newcastle's faculty of Japanese 
studies. 

The visitors from Japan met with 
five members of the Australia-Japan 
Society, and presented pamphlets 
about the Faith in Japanese to society 
members. The Spiritual Assembly of 
Newcastle has now become a member 
of that society. 

At the Feast of ')zzat, the Baha'is 
from Japan exchanged gifts with the 
friends from Newcastle and played a 
tape recording made for the occasion 
by members of the Spiritual Assembly 
of Ube. 
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Kenya 

Shown are some of the more than 550 
Baha'I's from 12 countries who at
tended a Satellite Conference last Oc
tober 15-/7 in Nairobi, Ken:va. The 

More than 550 Baha'is from 12 Af
rican countries attended the Satellite 
Conference held last October 15-17 in 
Nairobi, Kenya. Most of !hose attend
ing were Baha'is from rural villages in 
Kenya. 

The Hand of the Cause of God Wil
liam Sears. who was completing a five
week journey that took him to each of 
Africa's fiw Satellite Conferences, 
spoke on four occasions. 

Mr. Sears brought loving greetings 
from the Universal House of Justice 
and added his own special inspiration 
to the gathering. . 

Other speakers included Counsellors 
Peter Vuyiya and Isobel Sabri. 

\1r. Sears spoke of the Guardian's 
love for Africa and offered encourage
ment for the teaching and consolida
tion work. Other speakers focused on 
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Hand of the Cause of God Wi/limn 
Sears can be seen two rows below and 
to the left of the banner. Mr. Sears, 
who brought greetings from the L"ni-

the Greatest Holy Leaf, in whose mem
ory the conference was dedicated; the 
challenges for Baha'i youth; the role of 
women in the Faith, and the education 
of children. 

Several pioneers took charge of 
planning and conducting a special pro
gram for the 100 children who at
tended. The children prepared a 
30-minute skit that was presented to 
the entire conference. 

Of special importance was the topic 
of the role of women in the Faith, sin.:e 
women are at the heart of the develop
ment of rural Baha'i communities. 

The subject was addressed by the 
Hon. Mrs. Justice Effie Owour. lhe 
first woman justice in Kenya who \\ a, 
recently appointed to the country's 
highest court. Mrs. Owour is a long
time friend of the Faith. 

versal House of Justice, addressed the 
conference on four occasions. 

The conference generated wide
spread publicity on the state-controlled 
radio and television stations and in two 
of the country's four major national 
newspapers. 

Se\eral interviews with Baha'is were 
recorded, aired and repeated on the 
Voice of Kenya's radio and TV stations 
during the weeks prior to and follow
ing the conference. 

Among the 150 people who attended 
a public meeting held t"iO days after 
the conference to observe the anniver
sary of the Birth of the Bab were four 
representati\"es from the Voice of Ken
ya and a reporter from the nation's 
largest newspaper. 

These media people attended the 
program at the Baha'i 'ational Center 
because of their personal interest and 
not in their professional capacity. 

J 



Nigeria 

Thirty Baha'i adults and children 
from two localities in Anambra State 
and two localities in Benue State, Ni
geria, attended an historic deepening 
institute November 7 on the campus of 
the University of Nigeria in Nsukka, 
Anambra State. 

Speakers at the one-day institute on 
Baha'i consultation included Auxiliary 
Board member Mas'ud Samadi from 
Enugu, Nigeria, and Don Addison, an 
assistant to the Auxiliary Board who is 
on the faculty of the University of Ni
geria. 

The main sessions on consultation 
were led by a pioneer from Cameroon, 
another from Sierra Leone, and a 
former school teacher from Nsukka. 

A group of nine Baha'is from nearby 
Idoma village recited Baha'i prayers 
they had memorized and entertained 
the friends with Baha'i songs they had 
composed in English and Idoma. It 
was the first Baha'i meeting they had 
attended outside their own \'illage. 

The interracial group at the institute 
attracted considerable attention, lead
ing to several positive comment~ about 
the Faith. 

Abdu'l Kadiri, a third year law stu
dent at Ife University and a Baha'i, has 
been elected secretary of the univer
sity's society for law students. 

Mr. Kadiri represented the society at 
the annual convention of the Nigerian 
Association of Law Students held Feb-

Costa Rica 
Baha'is Honorio Cabrera and his 

son, Mario, who volunteered during 
the most recent Baha'i Convention in 
Costa Rica to become homefront pio
neers, have raised up a community of 
11 Baha'is in Convento. 

Securing Baha'i books from the Na
tional Teaching Committee, the Ca
breras moved to Con vento where they 
began holding meetings that were at
tended by up to 40 seekers. 

During Ayyam-i-Ha, members of 
the Baha'i community of Turrialba, 
Costa Rica, made decorations for the 
bare walls of an older people's home. 
They held a celebration that made the 
residents happy and greatly pleased the 
nuns who are in charge of the home. 

Some of the participants in the Baha'i 
.'vational Convention of Nigeria, held 
in Benin City, are shown in this photo. 
Counsellor Thelma Khelghati is seated 
in the center of the photo (third row 

ruary 24-28 in Jos, where he discussed 
the Faith and presented a proclamation 
booklet to the president of the associa
tion. 

Baha'is from six countries joined 
~igerian Baha'is for border teachjng 
activities last July and August in the 
northwestern Sokoto State of Nigeria. 

The focus was on the towns of So
koto and Bunza where firesides, field 
teaching, social gatherings and deepen
ing sessions were held. 

The international make-up of the 
traveling teachers was an asset, while 

Pakistan 
Auxiliary Board member Shamsheer 

Ali explained features of the Seven 
Year Plan at a teaching conference for 
the Karachi District last July 25 at the 
Baha'i Center in Karachi. 

The secretary of the National Teach
ing Committee explained Pakistan's 
teaching plan for the current year, and 
several younger Baha'is volunteered to 
make teaching trips to Sind Province. 

Baha'is who had made earlier trips 
to Sind reported proclamation activi
ties among high officials and promi
nent citizens of the province and posi
tive contacts with many people there. 

Counsellor Sabir Afaqi spent 10 
days last August visiting Baha'i com-

from front). Mrs. Khelghati traveled 
to Nigeria from Togo to be present at 
the Convention, which the friends in 
Nigeria described as the largest ever 
held there. 

the ability of the Nigerian believers to' 
converse in the local language helped in 
reaching the indigenous people of this 
highly traditional area. 

In Nigeria, a new locality, Barna, has 
been opened to the Faith with the en
rollment there of three secondary 
school teachers. 

One of the new Baha'is is a teacher 
of religion who uses his class hours to 
teach his students the principles of pro
gressive revelation and other Teachings 
of the Faith. 

munities in Pakistan's Baluchistan 
Province. 

Dr. Afaqi met with members of the 
Spiritual Assemblies of Quetta and 
Quetta Cantt.. with the Regional 
Teaching Committee of Baluchistan. 
and with that province's Ladies and 
Youth Committee. 

The Counsellor also visited Mastung 
where he met with members of the 
Spiritual Assembly and with other 
members of the Baha'i community 
before leaving for Rawalpindi. 
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HEARTS SORELY GRIEVED EXECUTION DOCTOR ZIY A'U'LLAH AHRARI BY FIRING 
SQUAD SHIRAZ 21 NOVEMBER. TRAGEDY OCCURRING SO QUICKLY UPON HEELS RE
CENTLY ANNOUNCED HANGING HABIBU'LLAH A WJI AROUSES DEEP CONCERN 
FATE THREE OTHER FAITHFUL SOULS TOGETHER WITH WHOM THESE TWO WERE 
CONDEMNED TO DEATH BY RELIGIOUS COURT SHIRAZ LAST SEPTEMBER. JUDGE AT 
TRIAL OFFERED ALL FIVE 30 MINUTES TO RECANT AND BE FREE OR FACE DEATH 
SENTENCE. THEY INSTANTLY REAFFIRMED THEIR FAITH. FRESH MARTYRDOMS 
HIGHLIGHT INTENSITY PERSECUTIONS SHIRAZ WHERE WITHIN MONTH 40 FRIENDS 
WERE ROUNDED UP AND IMPRISONED ADDING TO STILL OTHERS PREVIOUSLY AR
RESTED. 
KINDLY INFORM AUTHORITIES MEDIA SEEKING, IF POSSIBLE, INTERVENTION YOUR 
GOVERNMENT BEHALF MORE THAN 50 PRISONERS ESPECIALLY THREE OVER 
WHOM DEATH SENTENCE HANGS. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
NOVEMBER 23, 1982 

The above cable from the Universal House of Justice was followed on December 6 by a second 
message which reads in part: "Distressed further arrests Shiniz increasing number imprisoned friends 
to more than 80 last week." 

A list of the 80 was appended to the message including the names of the three who have been sen
tenced to death: Gurj-Ali Mumtazi, Farhad Qudrat, and Hidayat Siyavushi. 

These most recent arrests bring to more than 125 the number of Baha'is imprisoned in Shiniz in 
less than a month. At least 23 women are included in the latest group to be arrested. 

Shiraz, the city in which the Bab declared His mission on May 22, 1844, has been the scene recently 
of some of Iran's most brutal treatment of Baha'is. 
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World Centre 

The Hand of the Cause Paul Haney dies 

WITH STRICKEN HEARTS A:\'~OC~CE SUDDEN IRREPARABLE LOSS 
THROUGH AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT 3 DECEMBER HIGHLY DIS
TINGUISHED GREATLY PRIZED HANDCAUSE GOD STAUNCH DE
FENDER COVENA~T PAUL HANEY. 
THIS DISTINGUISHED SERV A:\,T BAHA'U'LLAH WAS BLESSED 
CHILDHOOD THROUGH A IT AI~MENT PRESENCE • ABDU'L-BAHA. 
HIS NATURAL GENTLENESS, GE~UINE HUMILITY, UNAFFECTED 
UNBOUNDED LOVE, HIS UPRIGHTNESS, INTEGRITY, HIS SINGLE
MINDED DEVOTION CAUSE SI~CE YOUTHFUL YEARS, HIS UN
FAILING RELIABILITY, METICULOUS ATTENTION DETAIL, CHAR
ACTERIZED HIS HISTORIC SERVICES BOTH NATIONAL AND INTER
NATIONAL LEVELS. 
SPANNING MORE THAN HALF CE~TURY HIS TIRELESS LABOURS IN
CLUDED LONG-TIME MEMBERSHIP AMERICAN ~ATIONAL ASSEM
BLY. SINCE 1954 HE CONSECRATED HIS ENERGIES AS MEMBER 
UNIQUE COMPANY CHIEF STEWARDS FAITH AND LATER AS MEM
BER BODY HANDS CAUSE RESIDING HOLY LAND AT ONE OF MOST 
CRITICAL PERIODS BAHA 'f HISTORY. LAST DECADE HIS EARTHLY 
LIFE WAS FULLY DEDICATED DEVELOPMENT ~EWLY FORMED IN
TERNATIONAL TEACHING CENTRE. GENERATIONS YET UNBORN 
WILL GLORY IN HIS IMPERISHABLE ACHIEVEMENTS AND BE IN
SPIRED BY HIS UNIQUE FORTITCDE. 
ARDENTL Y SUPPLICATI~G HOLY THRESHOLD PROGRESS HIS 
NOBLE SOUL ABHA KINGDOM. ADVISE HOLD THROUGHOUT BAHA 'f 
WORLD I~CLUDING ALL MASHRIQU'L-ADHKARS MEMORIAL 
GATHERI~GS BEFITTING HIS HIGH RANK AND HIS MERITORIOUS 
SERVICES. 

Mr. Haney, who was appointed a 
Hand of the Cause of God by the be
loved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi. on 
March 19,1954, was one of four per
sons in an auto that was involved in a 
one-vehicle accident in the early morn
ing hours of December 4 in Haifa. 

Slightly injured in the accident were 
two members of the Universal House 
of Justice, Borrah Kavelin and Charles 
Wolcott. 

More seriously hurt was Wesley 
Daniels, a staff member at the World 
Centre and former employee at the 
U.S. National Center. The extent of 
Mr. Daniels' injuries was not known. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
DECEMBER 5, 1982 

Mr. Haney was laid to rest Decem
ber 5 in the Baha'i cemetery at the foot 
of Mount Carmel in Haifa. 

The service was attended by his 
widow supported by the friends serving 
at the World Centre, and pilgrims. 
Also attending were a number of Is
raeli guests whose friendship and admi
ration Mr. Haney had won during his 
long residence in the Holy Land. 

Before moving to Haifa in 1958, Mr. 
Haney, a native of Washington, D.C., 
was an economic adviser to one of the 
largest investment firms in this coun
try. 

He wa~ a member of the U.S. Na-

tional Spiritual Assembly from 1946 to 
1958, and served as its chairman from 
1950 to 1958. 

From 1947-53 Mr. Haney was chair
man of the Temple Trustees Construc
tion Committee for the completion of 
the interior of the Baha'i House of 
Worship in Wilmette. 

He represented the National Spiri
tual Assembly at the formation of new 
National Assemblies in Canada (1948), 
South America (1951) and Italy and 
Switzerland (1953), and represented 
the Guardian at the formation of the 
National Spiritual Assemblies of South 
and West Africa (1956) and Alaska 
(1957). 

In 1961 Mr. Haney represented the 
World Centre at the first National 
Convention of the Baha'is of ~exico, 
during which the first National Spiri
tual Assembly in that country was 
formed. 

That same year he represented the 
World Centre at the U.S. ~ational 
Convention, and later visited Baha'i 
communities in 10 states. 

Mr. Haney was a skilled and metic
ulous writer, and his essay on "The In
stitution of the Hands of the Cause of 
God" appears in Volume XIII of The 
Baha'{ World. 

In November 1957, following the 
sudden passing of the Guardian, he 
was one of the 26 Hands of the Cause 
of God who gathered at the World 
Centre in Haifa for the purpose of tak
ing "all necessary and appropriate 
measures to safeguard the highest in
terests of our Faith" and issued a proc
lamation to the B~ha'is of East and 
West affirming their determination "to 
carry out every aspect of the Guar
dian's expressed wishes and hopes ... " 

Mr. Haney's parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Haney, became Baha'is in 
1900, and visited 'Abdu'I-Baha in 
Akka in 1909. 
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United States 

Nati~nal Assembly says 'thank you' 

By JACK BOWERS 
More than 30 members of Congress 

were present December 9 at a luncheon 
in Washington, D.C., sponsored by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States to thank Rep. Edward J. 
Derwinski of Il1inois for his help in 
securing passage of a concurrent res
olution that censures the government 
of Iran for the continuing persecution 
of Baha'is in that country. 

The resolution was passed by the 
Senate last June 30 and by the House 
on September 30. 

Its passage followed a hearing last 
May 25 before the House Subcommit
tee on Human Rights and International 
Organizations at which Rep. Derwin
ski, the second ranking minority mem
ber of the House Foreign Affairs Com-

Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh (center), sec
retary of the U.S. National Spiritual 
Assembly, and its chairman, Judge 
James F. Nelson (right) greeted guests 
last December 9 at a luncheon in Wash
ington, D.C., sponsored by the Na-
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mittee, joined with Baha'is in offering 
testimony. 

Among those who paid tribute at the 
luncheon to Rep. Derwinski, who is 
leaving Congress after 24 years to 
become a counselor at the Department 
of State, was the dean of House law
makers, 86-year-old Rep. Claude Pep
per of Florida, who expressed his "ap
preciation, adoration and esteem" for 
his colleague, calling Rep. Derwinski 
"one of America's great statesmen." 

Judge James F. Nelson, chairman of 
the National Spiritual Assembly and 
one of four of its members who were 
present at the luncheon in the Rayburn 
House Office Building, read a letter of 
congratulations to Rep. Derwinski 
from President and Mrs. Ronald Rea
gan. 

tional Assembly to say 'thank you' to 
Rep. Edward Derwinski of JIIinois for 
his help in securing passage of a con
current resolution condemning the per
secution of Baha'IS in Iran. 

"History is replete with examples of 
religious persecution and the denial of 
fundamental human rights." the letter 
read in part. "But this event brings 
weB-deserved and added recognition of 
your role in bringing the persecution of 
the Baha'is to public attention." 

On behalf of the National Spiritual 
Assembly, Judge Nelson presented 
Rep. Derwinski a citation and framed 
copy of the concurrent resolution. 

The lawmaker also was given a copy 
of the book, A Crown of Beauty, by 
Eunice Braun and Hugh Chance, and 
!\1rs. Derwinski was presented a bou
quet of roses. 

Calling Rep. Derwinski "an uphold
er of human rights and a defender of 
those who are deprived of them," the 
citation says the Illinois Congress
man's testimony "set the tone of the 
hearings that resulted in the passage of 
a concurrent resolution condemning 
the brutal repression of the followers 
of the Baha'i Faith in the land of its 
birth. " 

Rep. Derwinski described passage of 
the concurrent resolution as "a team 
effort," adding that "I was just pleas
ed to play a small role in the final cul
mination of an absolutely necessary 
resolution. " 

Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly, said 
in his brief remarks to the gathering 
that he considers the resolution to be a 
"milestone. " 

"It expresses the position of a great 
government and of a great nation," 
said Dr. Kazemzadeh, "and with this 
concurrent resolution the rulers of 
Iran ... were put on notice. 

"It was like turning on a searchlight 
i1luminating dark places and suddenly 
making visible the crimes that were be
ing committed. 

"We do have solid evidence," the 



secretary added, "that this sort of 
pressure, this kind of mobilizati0:1 of 
public opinion, indeed alleviates the 
pressure against persecuted com
munities in Iran and in other lands as 
well. " 

Rep. Pepper, who said he had come 
to the luncheon simply to say a few 
words about a good friend, said Rep. 
Derwinski's "memory will always be 
vivid in the recollections that we have 
of his dedication to his country and his 
great service to this Congress and to 
our blessed land." 

Also attending the luncheon were 
Counsellor Sarah M. Pereira; Judge 
Dorothy W. Nelson, treasurer of the 
National Spiritual Assembly; and Na
tional Spiritual Assembly member Dr. 
Wilma Brady. 

Rep. Claude Pepper oj Florida, the 
86-year-old dean oj u.s. House legis
lators, pays tribute to Rep. Edward 

Derwinski oj I/Iinois (left). as Dr. Firuz 
Kazemzadeh. secretary oj the U.S. Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, listens. 

Second House resolution addresses persecutions in Iran 
The Committee on Foreign Affairs of the United States 

House of Representatives has presented to the full House a 
concurrent resolution condemning and opposing religious 
persecution and discrimination in various parts of the world 
with special emphasis on the persecution of Baha'is in Iran. 

House Concurrent Resolution 433, introduced by Rep. 
Clement Zablocki of Wisconsin, chairman of the Commit
tee on Foreign Affairs, is similar to the resolution on Iran 
passed earlier this year by the House and Senate, except that 
this resolution is far broader and more inclusive. 

According to Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, secretary of the 
U.S. National Spiritual Assembly, the resolution is the 
result of the full year of work done by the House Subcom
mittee on Human Rights and International Organizations, 
the same body before which the Baha'is testified last May 
25. 

"When this latest resolution lists religious persecutions 
throughout the world, it lists the Baha'is ahead of everyone 
else," says Dr. Kazemzadeh, who was one of four Baha'is 
who testified before the House subcommittee. 

The recently introduced resolution reaffirms the tradi
tional position of the U.S. government on freedom of reli
gion and addresses itself specifically to the persecution of 
the Baha'is in Iran: 

"Whereas, in Iran the Baha'i community has been singled 
out for extermination by the Islamic authorities solely be
cause of their faith (as evidenced by the execution of more 
than 100 Baha'is; by the disappearance, torture, persecution 
and harassment of Baha'is; by the desecration of Baha'i 
shrines and cemeteries and by BaM'is being deprived of per
sonal property and employment) and the barbaric attacks 
on these gentle people continue and their situation grows 
more desperate." 

The resolution condemns all forms of religious persecu
tion and discrimination, and adds: 

..... the President and other offical representatives of the 
United States (1) should work for the establishment at the 

39th session of the United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights of a working group on the elimination of alI forms of 
religious persecution and discrimination; (2) should, at 
every opportunity, raise the issue of violations of freedom 
of religion and belief at any appropriate international 
forum; and (3) should encourage the United Nations re
gional organizations and individual governments (a) to con
demn all forms of religious persecution and discrimination 
whenever and wherever they occur, and (b) to adopt effec
tive measures to eliminate alI forms of religious persecution 
and discrimination. 

.. In addition," the resolution continues, "it is the sense 
of the Congress that the President should give high priority 
to reviewing United States policy toward international 
treaties which seek to protect against persecution and dis
crimination on the basis of religion." 

The clause in the resolution that calls for1he creation of a 
working group within the UN Human Rights Commission is 
of particular importance, says Dr. Kazemzadeh, because, if 
successful, it would create within the UN an agency that 
would be constantly monitoring the status of human rights 
throughout the world and would be giving continuing re
ports to the UN Commission on Human Rights of any vio
lations of such rights. 

House Concurrent Resolution 433 is signed by Democrats 
Donald Bonker of Washington state (for himselO; Michael 
D. Barnes of Maryland; Mervyn Dymally of California; 
Sam Gejdenson of Connecticut, and Benjamin Rosenthal of 
New York; and by Republicans Millicent Fenwick of New 
Jersey; Jim Leach of Iowa; John E. Porter of Illinois, and 
Joel Pritchard of Washington state. 

As of December 15, the House had not yet acted on the 
concurrent resolution. 

By calling it a concurrent resolution, says Dr. Kazem
zadeh, the hope is expressed that the Senate will act fa
vorably upon it and indeed make it concurrent. 
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India 

Youth, Academy holds inaugural session 

ASSURE ARDEl\'T PRA YERS 
YOUTH ACADEMY MA Y PLA Y 
GREA T ROLE BROADEN UNDER
STANDING BAHA'i YOUTH SAC
RED CAUSE ENCOURAGE THEM 
TAKE ACTIVE DECISIVE PART 
SER VING FAITH. 

Universal House of Justice 
July 4, 1982 

• 
With these words the Universal 

House of Justice greeted the 130 par
ticipants attending the inaugural ses
sion of the Baha'j Youth Academy of 
India last June 26-August 8 on the 
campus of the l\:ew Era High School in 
Panchgani. 

The establishment of the Academy, 
said the International Teaching Centre, 
"at this time (fulfills) the long pending, 
cherished desire of the Supreme Body, 
the Board of Counsellors, and the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of In
dia ... " 

The Youth Academy operates under 
the auspices of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of India with the support of 
its National Youth Committee. 

The first course offered by the Acad
emy consisted of 44 days of intensive 
study of 14 subjects related to the 
Faith: Baha'i history, the Adminis
trative Order and world order; spiritual 
and social teachings; Baha'i life, laws 
and ordinances; the Covenant and the 
individual; Baha'i education; Some 
Answered Questions; the Formative 
Age of the Faith; Baha'i proofs; the art 
of public speaking; a study of selected 
Tablets and prophecies; and the Seven 
Year Plan. 

Students came from nine states in In
dia and from nine neighboring coun
tries. They were taught by a faculty of 
11 Baha'is who are well-known for 
their knowledge of the Faith, accord
ing to the Academy's director, 'Ali K. 
Merchant. 
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When it was announced beforehand 
that there would be six hours of class
room study each day. some people 
were taken aback, saying that even in 
the universities in India there are never 
more than five hours of study. 

"But as the curriculum progressed," 
says Mr. Merchant, "it soon became 
evident that the vastness of Baha
'u 'llah 's Revelation was so prodigious 
that months could be spent simply in 
trying to grasp the fundamentals of 
this mighty Cause of God." 

Students who were enrolled in that 
first course unanimously appealed to 
their teachers to provide extra classes. 
But even with eight hours of study each 
day, some of the subjects had to be 
condensed. 

One of the participants, who was 
studying for a law degree, said she had 
never had to study so much, even for 
her law examinations. 

In addition to regular classes, stu
dents were offered classes in photog
raphy with experience in black and 
white darkroom printing. 

The Academy's entertainment and 

sPOrt- -:ommittee planned programs 
that included drama, songs, skits, films 
and ,lide presentations. 

Participants also worked on exten
,ion leaching under the direction of the 
Area Teaching Committee of Panch
gani. For many, it was their first op
ponunity to teach the Faith in the vil
lages. 

Students learned how to conduct 
.:hildren·s classes and were given an op
pon unity to meet with village residents 
including Baha'is and their neighbors. 

With the appro\'al of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, an appeal was 
made during commencement exercises 
at the close of the Youth Academy ses
sion for funds to be used to construct a 
permanent seat for the Academy in 
Panchgani. 

"To the amazement of everyone 
present." says !\1r. Merchant, "when 
the appeal was made, the entire 
amount for the construction of a per
manent seat was pledged by the par
ticipants who were assembled at the 
conference ... 

Students expressed their admiration 
for teachers by presenting each faculty 
member with a bouquet of flowers. 
Each student who completed the 
course received a "testimonial of at
tendance ... 

The commencement conference also 
included the marriage or engagement 
ceremonies of five students. 

A library and research center was es
tablished at the Academy, and a Baha'i 
\'olunteer was appointed to serve as 
librarian. 

"We wish to remember and humbly 
record the greatest source of inspira
tion, encouragement and loving guid
ance received from our beloved Coun
sellors in Asia," \1r. Merchant said at 
the conference, "and their participa
tion in the different stages of the Youth 
Academy's development." 



United States 

Okay given to build Baha'i radio station 

Permission for construction of the 
first Baha'i radio station in North 
America has been granted by the Fed
eral Communications Commission in 
Washington, D.C.. 

The 50,OOO-watt non-commercial 
station is to be built at the Louis G. 
Gregory Baha'i Institute near Heming
way, South Carolina. 

Applied for just over a year ago, the 
"construction permit" recently issued 
by the FCC allows for work to begin 
on the station and provides a one-year 
period in which to begin broadcasting. 

"Radio is a godsend," said Dr. 
Firuz Kazemzadeh, secretary of the 
U.S. National Spiritual Assembly. 

Referring to the large, dispersed and 
primarily rural Baha'i community in 
South Carolina, Dr. Kazemzadeh ob
served that radio' 'will make it possible 
to present Baha'i deepening programs 
and general programs for the benefit 
both of the Baha'i and non-Baha'i 
public on health, the education of 
children, and the development of prop
er moral and psychological attitudes." 

Broadcasting on a frequency of 90.9 
MHz, the signal from the station's 
500-foot tower will be heard through
out eastern and central South Carolina 

HEARTY CO~GRATULATIO!\S ACHIEVEME~T LO~G A WAITED 
STEP ESTABLISHMENT FIRST BAHA 'j RADIO STATION NORTH 
AMERICA ENABLING YOU PIONEER MODEL PROGRAM CON
SOLIDA TION UPLIFTMENT BAHA 'I COMMU~ITY SOUTH CARO
LINA. PRAYING YOUR WISE MOBILIZA TIO~ BOUNTEOrS RE
SOURCES FOR MEDIA DEVELOPMENT IN UNITED STATES BE
HALF BELOVED F AITH PROVIDI~G FURTHER IMPETUS TEACH
ING SOl!THERN STATES. LOVING GREETINGS 

where the largest number of the state's 
Baha'i communities are located, ac
cording to Dr. Alberta Deas, director 
of the Gregory Institute and secretary 
of the South Carolina Regional Teach
ing Committee. 

The Teaching Committee is to oper
ate the station, which will be licensed 
to the Gregory Institute. 

'We see the station as serving the 
community as a whole," said Dr. 
Deas. 

The new station, she said, will 
broadcast programs designed to help 
listeners with health and economic 
matters in its role of assisting the total 
community in addition to scheduling 

L'!\IVERSAL HOUSE OF Jl'STICE 
DECEMBER 13, 1982 

teaching and deepening programs. 
Baha'is in South Carolina had a 

foretaste of Baha'i radio programs 
during 1981 when 40 quarter-hour 
deepening programs prepared by teams 
of Baha'is were broadcast by an FM 
station in Sumter. Those now-discon
tinued programs were heard in 16 
counties. 

Dr. Magdalene M. Carney, assistant 
secretary of the National Spiritual 
Assembly, said that NSA Properties 
Inc., which is in charge of Baha'i prop
erties throughout the U.S., will be 
heavily involved in the~onstruction of 
the new radio station. 

The excitement about building the 
first Baha'i radio station in North 
America is high, said Dr. Carney. 

"Its potential is great," she said, 
"and the challenges it presents include 
raising the funds to build the station 
and establishing an endowment to sup
port it." 

The hope, said Dr. Deas, is that Ba
ha'is will feel that this is their radio sta
tion, regardless of where they live. 

"I am a part of that station," she 
said. "I helped get it going. When each 
of us has that attitude, it will be like 
building the House of Worship. 

The Louis G. Gregory Baha'i Institute near Hemingway, South Carolina 

"That's the kind of feeling we're try
ing to foster among Baha'is in the U.S. 
and even outside the country," she 
added. 
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Dorothy Baker 

Goldep years of a life of service to Cause 

By MARGARET H. HILDRETH 
Second of two parts 

On March 9, 1938, the Spiritual As
sembly of Lima, Ohio, was incorpo
rated, an event that had been seven 
years in the making, and one that Dor
othy Baker's grandmother, Nellie 
Beecher, would have applauded. 

Mother Beecher's beloved son and 
his wife were now divorced; Louella, a 
Baha'i since 1934, was active on several 
national committees while Henry's 
poetry and articles began to appear in 
the pages of World Order magazine. 
"Faith," he wrote, "is an eternal con
viction which comes into a man's life 
from the heart of God out of the beau
tiful and realistic experience known to 
the Christian world as being 'born 
again.' It is the awakening to con
sciousness of the sleeping 
soul ... such a faith may come into 
the heart of any seeker in any age and 
in any clime." I Henry's conversion 
had been long in coming: "It was a 
long time before this writer could re
concile Baha'u'lhih's characterization 
of 'Justice' ... with Christ's accep
tance of 'Love' as the greatest thing in 
the world. What seemed to the writer 
to be the solution of the problem came 
to him as a great relief . . ." 2 It would 
still be several years before he and his 
second wife, Jessie Templeton Eccles, 
would declare themselves Baha'is. 

Throughout 1940 and 1941 Dorothy 
Baker's teaching commitments in
creased, as did her obligations to the 
five committees of the National Spiri
tual Assembly of which she was either 
chairman or member. 3 Visits and talks 
in Peoria, Illinois; Atlanta, Georgia; 
Greenwood, Mississippi; Memphis, 
Tennessee; Hot Springs, Arkansas; 
Syracuse, New York; and Fort Lauder
dale, Florida, as well as in Wilmette, 
were interspersed with her efforts to es-
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On a mountain road ... she 
met a truck traveling on the 
wrong side of the road ... Dor
othy's car ... struck the icy 
patch, turned over twice, and 
slammed into the side of the 
mountain before coming to rest 
on all four wheels. 

tablish a college speakers' bureau. In 
that connection she visited many col
leges and universities in North and 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. 
Twelve other schools, colleges and uni
versities were visited in the Carolinas 
and West Virginia for the Race Amity 
Committee in March and April of 1942 
before she left for a summer at Green 
Acre in Maine and the opportunity to 
speak on "Achievements of Minority 
Groups," "The Causes and Cure of 
Prejudices," and "Sharing Civiliza
tion" while Louis Gregory countered 
with talks on "Racial Amity." From 
her Maine base came teaching trips to 
Vermont and Rhode Island. In Octo
ber it was on to the Southwest where, 
for the College Project, she spoke at 27 
schools and colleges throughout Kan
sas, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, 
Iowa and Arkansas. Four of these 
schools were predominantly black, 
four others for American Indians. At 
another, operated by the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
(Mormon), the head of the school, who 
had heard 'Abdu'I-Baha speak in 1912, 
commented, "I have wondered where 
you Baha'is have been, and why you 
have not long ago visited the col
leges." 4 

In North Carolina the president of 
one college prepared Dorothy for what 
he felt would be a bleak reception from 

the student body: "My students almost 
stopped the last speaker who men
tioned peace, and he a minister wearing 
the cloth, mind you!" But after perus
ing the pamphlet, "A Pattern for Fu
t ure Society," he continued, 
" .... but I understand. You Baha'is 
do not teach pacifism; you offer a pro
gram. Every college should hear 
this." < 

Whenever possible, Dorothy drove 
her own car on these teaching trips. As 
she prepared to leave Lima on one of 
them she begged a friend to accompany 
her. But Mary Lou Ewing refused, 
pleading lack of funds and time. Dor
othy's offer to pay her way brought 
only another refusal. Finally, turning 
to her friend one last time, she pleaded, 
"Mary Lou, there's something wrong 
about this trip. I think you are sup
posed to come with me." 

"Dorothy," her friend replied, 
"there may be something wrong with 
the trip, but it is not that I am sup
posed to be with you. It's something 
else. " 

So Dorothy drove off alone to keep 
her college teaching commitments. On 
a mountain road near one campus,_as 
she proceeded around a curve, she met 
a truck traveling on the wrong side of 
the road to avoid a patch of ice. Both 
vehicles swerved, and the truck con
tinued on. Dorothy's car, however, 
struck the icy patch, turned over twice, 
and slammed into the side of the 
mountain before coming to rest on all 
four wheels. Dorothy, dressed properly 
for the speech she was to give, found 
blood dripping from her mouth, and 
leaned out of the car to try and prevent 
it from splattering on her suit or 
gloves. 

Another car approached. The driver 
stopped, anxious about her welfare, 
certain that she had suffered internal 
injuries. Dorothy was surprised by his 



concern. "I'm quite all right,' she 
said. -

"But you're bleeding." 
"Yes, I cut my lip. I wonder, would 

you mind? I have a speaking engage
ment down the road. Could you take 
me to the next town?" 

The man looked at her. "No, I 
can't," he said. "I'm going the other 
way, and I'm taking you back to the 
nearest town. I'll get you to a doctor. 
You're not speaking anywhere today." 

By the time Dorothy reached the 
doctor her many bruises were begin
ning to turn black. Telephoning Frank, 
she said, "I'm afraid I'll have to come 
home. I broke my bridge6 and I have to 
get the spare, and have the car towed 
back to Lima." The sedan was a total 
wreck, but Dorothy Baker was not. Ar
riving at the Lima hospital to visit her 
friend, Mary Lou Ewing was greeted 
by a beaming face: "You see, Mary 
Lou, I came back for you!" 

"You're not going out again?" 
"Of course I'm going out. Why 

not?" 
"Since you've been so badly hurt," 

said Mary Lou, "I think it shows 
you're not supposed to make the trip." 

"Why, not at all," said Dorothy, 
smiling. "If I were not supposed to 
make the trip I would have been 
killed! " 

Dorothy was soon on her way again, 
this time in Frank's car, to fulfill the 

In 1953 the Hand of the Cause of God 
Dorothy Baker (seated in center) at
tended the Baha'i International Con
ference in Kampala, Uganda. To her 

two speaking engagements her accident 
had postponed. Later, in an effort to 
explain her actions to the National 
Spiritual Assembly, she tried to draw a 
lesson from the experience. Was Baha
'u'lIah, she wondered, trying to tell her 
she should be more focused in her 
teaching? Or was there some other les
son to be learned? Among the listeners 
was Louis Gregory. When Dorothy 
had finished her questioning, he said 
quietly, "Dorothy, I think you were 
just driving too fast." 

Despite a somewhat hectic schedule, 
Dorothy Baker succeeded in maintain
ing an even temperament and a balance 
in her life, a life dedicated to Baha
'u'llah. Not a moment went unused; 
her home, her husband, her chil
dren7-all were lovingly cared for. It 
would be so easy, she said, to become a 
fanatic: "There is nothing I would love 
more than to give every minute of my 
life and all of my attention, all of my 
acts to teaching work ... but then I 
would become a very unbalanced per
son, and I would not be able to give a 
true picture of the Baha'i Faith. I have 
always to see to it," she continued, 
"that I have three facets to my 
life-my Baha'i work, my family, and 

-my recreation." 

Golf she pursued whenever possible, 
even when traveling from campus to 
campus. On passing a municipal golf 
course she would park her car, pay the 

right is Elsie Austin who represented 
the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly 
at the Conference. 

fee, play until she was well exercised 
and continue on her way refreshed. 
Frank Baker knew how much these res
pites aided Dorothy physically. Keep
ing a close eye on her health lest she 
burn herself out, his habit was, when
ever he felt the Baha'is were becoming 
too demanding upon her time, to 
phone Harry M. Jay, one of the early 
Baha'is in Lima: "Harry, call Dorothy 
and get her out on the golf course." 
Perhaps Dorothy had her suspicions 
about these invitations, but she always 
dropped whatever she was doing and 
went, eventually becoming quite pro
ficient at the sport. 

Self -education 

Continuing her service on the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, as member 
of one and chairman of five commit
tees, 1943 saw her speaking at eight 
colleges in Ohio and Michigan and 
seven others in California, Colorado, 
Wisconsin and New York. Then it was 
on to Canada before another speaking 
tour, principally on the subject of ra
cial unity. That same year, Louise 
Baker was about to pioneer for the 
Faith to Latin America. Now was the 
time, her mother decided, to learn to 
speak Spanish: "Frank, for my birth
day I need some Spanish records so 
that] can teach myself Spanish." Not 
content with this self-education effort, 
Dorothy organized a Spanish Club in 
Lima, one that all the local Baha'is 
joined, not so much to learn- to speak a 
new language as to spend a few extra 
hours in her presence. ~'They all stam
mered around in this feeble Spanish," 
Louise recalls, "but (mother) was the 
only one who learned a great deal." 

Later, after Louise had been in Bo
gota, Colombia, for about a year, her 
mother arrived for a visit. Repeating a 
Baha'i story over and over in basic 
English, she would then say, "Now tell 
it to me in Spanish-the simplest Span
ish you can manage." Writing down 
the unfamiliar words, mother and 
daughter would go over the story until 
Dorothy had her sentences in compre
hensible Spanish. At meetings she 
would speak in English phrases, paus
ing for Louise to translate, until she 
wished to make a special point. Then 
she would tell a story in Spanish that il
lustrated the point toward which she 
had been building. Audiences never 
failed to respond; it was as if Dorothy 
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The Hand of the Cause of God Dor
othy Baker is shown in India at one of 
the last public meetings she attended 
before her untimely death in January 

had put her arms around them. A feel
ing of warmth and unity emanated 
from all. 

Dorothy Baker returned from Co
lombia and Venezuela in May 1944 to 
attend the Baha'i Centenary cele
bration in Wilmette. A century had 
passed since the Bab declared His mis
sion, and here in the heart of America 
the Mother Temple of the West was 
nearly completed. The superstructure 
had been dedicated on May 1, 1931, ex
actly 19 years after the consecration of 
the site by 'Abdu'I-Baha. The external 
decoration of the dome was completed 
on March 1, 1934, while that of the re
mainder of the building was finished in 
1943. Dorothy spoke to the assemblage 
that May 22 on the return of religion: 
"Religion is progressive, rushing for
ward like a giant river from God to the 
ages, watering the arid centuries to 
produce flowering civilizations and 
holy lives." She continued: 

There has never been a prophet of a 
religion who has not been doubted. 
Through under-emphasis they have be
come dim historic figures who can be 
judged only by the results apparent in 
the world after them. In the light of the 
Bahd'f Faith, the shadowy forms of the 
world's great Master Teachers stand 
oul again in brilliant relief against the 
mediocrity of their times. Their wis
dom is deathless. They stand alone 
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1954. She was returning from a tour of 
India and Pakistan when the plane on 
which she was a passenger crashed near 
the Mediterranean island of Elba. 

against the world, arch-types, on a 
mount of vision, foreshadowing the 
perfections of an unfolding race. Bahd
'u'lldh aptly calls them Manifestations 
of God. As heat manifests fire, as a ray 
manifests the sun, these pure and stain
less souls manifest the Will of God 
whose plan for spiritual evolution is 
written, chapter by chapter, in their 
lives and utterances. They are despised, 
mocked, imprisoned, crucified, but out 
of the crucible of their suffering, re
ligion is born again; they are the proofs 
of the power of God. 8 

Throughout the next three years 
Dorothy Baker's teaching schedule be
came even more international in fla
vor. Representing the National Spiri
tual Assembly in Mexico, she held con
sultations and deepening classes in 
Mexico City and taught in Puebla and 
Vera Cruz. Speeches in Atlanta, Geor
gia, in January 1946 preceded a return 
southward where, with Frank, she of
ficially visited Assemblies in Caracas, 
Venezuala; Kingston, Jamaica; and 
Havana, Cuba. After speaking in De
cember on "Institutions for Peace" at 
the Hall of Nations in Washington, 
D.C., she soon was off again for 
Puebla, Coatepec and Mexico City. 
Still, there was time between her offi
cial duties to share her wisdom with 
Louise. 

In Mexico one day her daughter pur-

chased a new purse to replace one long 
since ragged from use. While waiting 
for a bus, the 24-year-old Louise trans
ferred the contents of her old purse to 
the new one, leaving the worn-out one 
on a bench, "because," she explained 
to her mother, "in Latin countries peo
ple are so poor they'd use any
thing-even that old pocketbook." 
The bus arrived, and the two women 
boarded. They watched from a window 
as an Indian woman approached the 
bench, looking to the left and right 
before sitting down next to the cast
away purse. Carefully covering it with 
her shawl, the woman again looked 
around-was anyone watching?-then 
pulled the purse toward her to examine 
its contents. 

Dorothy was aghast. "Louise, why 
did you leave it there?" 

"I knew someone would use it," she 
replied. 

"But she thinks she's stealing it! 
This could damage her soul. You 
mustn't do that. " 

Louise thought about it for a mo
ment, then leaned out of the window. 
"I've enjoyed that purse for a long 
time," she said loudly. "I hope you'll 
enjoy it too." The woman looked up at 
her, stopped, then self-consciously 
picked up the purse, held it up, and 
looked into it. Dorothy remarked that 
the woman should have something to 
put into the purse. 

"So I translated," she recalls, "and 
Mother took out a dainty little lace-. 
edged handkerchief and a couple of 
coins, leaned out the window and said, 
'Tell her it's to carry in her purse.' The 
woman accepted the gift and beamed, 
so delighted, and Mother said, 'Now 
tell her this . . . and that . . .!' 

"Finally I was telling her about the 
Faith. This went on for 10 minutes, 
and the woman was getting happier 
and happier. She couldn't take her eyes 
off Mother, and she'd glance over to 
me as I was translating and quickly 
look back to Mother." 

"Now tell her," said Dorothy, "that 
she must remember the name Baha
'u'llah. Ba-HA-o-LAH." 

"I repeated it very carefully," says 
Louise, "and the woman stumbled 
over the word ... and finally, as the 
bus started off, the woman stood there 
waving the purse and saying, 'Baha
'u'llah, Baha'u'llah.' " 

Dorothy reproved her daughter: 



"Think of this woman's soul. I':~ver 
put people into temptation where they 
can do this sort of thing. Be open. If 
you intend something for someone, see 
to it that they know, and make it a gift 
of the heart. Then give them the great
est gift of all, the Word of God." 

The subject of pilgrimage arose 
again in 1947. "Mother, you've got to 
go to Haifa," Louise asserted. 

"Oh, no, the Guardian won't grant 
me a pilgrimage," Dorothy protested. 
"It's too soon after the war." 

"Oh, but he's going to let you 
come," said Louise, "because you're 
the first woman chairman of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly and you are 
the chairman and you've simply got to 
go to Haifa! Think of all the instruc
tions he must have for you." 

Although tempted, Dorothy did not 
think she should write to the Guardian. 
"Now, Mother," said Louise, "what's 
the worst that can happen? He could 
say 'no.' You really ought to write, be
cause I'm sure he's going to grant you 
pilgrimage. " 

Frank Baker agreed with his daugh
ter: "Yes, go ahead and write him." 
Then, almost as an afterthought. 
Louise added, "Ask him if I can come 
too. " 

The request went off to Shoghi Ef
fendi. Back came a cable followed by a 
letter: "I would prefer that you teach 
in western Europe." As for Louise, he 
instructed her to pioneer either in 
Spain or Portugal. Hearing this, she 
had another brainstorm: "Do you re
member," she asked her mother, 
"when you and Dad came to Vene
zuela and the impression they got from 
you, to see a Baha'i family working to
gether? Let's get Dad to go to Europe 
with us. Think what that will do-all 
those pioneers gathered around ... -
They should see a Baha'i family." 

A fine idea, Dorothy agreed, but 
how to convince Frank? Out to the kit
chen the two conspirators ran. Every 
one of Frank's favorite dishes was pre
pared. "I would have brought him his 
pipe and slippers," Louise says, "but 
he smoked cigarettes and loathed bed
room slippers. But we did about every
thing else." 

Frank Baker sat through dinner, 
chuckling to himself. As each new 
favorite appeared, his smile widened. 
When the feast was over and he had 
finished his favorite dessert, Dorothy 

said, "Now, Frank, I have something I 
want to talk to you about." 

"I won't go," he said. 
"Why, Frank, what do you mean?" 
"The Guardian wrote you or cabled 

you that you're supposed to go to Eu
rope, and I'll pay your way, both of 
you, but leave me home. I'm not going 
there in the middle of winter when it's 
so cold, and right after a war." 

On January 12. 1948, Dorothy 
Baker new to Europe to lecture in Ire-

Reporting on the Guatemala 
conference, she expressed the 
opinIOn that the outstanding 
achievement was the 'greater un
derstanding which the delegates 
acquired of the Guardian and a 
tremendous deepening in their 
love for him.' 

land. England. France. Norway. Swe
den. Denmark. Holland, Belgium. 
Luxembourg, Switzerland, Italy, Por
tugal and Spain. England was the first 
stop. then on to Edinburgh, Scotland. 
where a store had been rented to serve 
as a temporary Baha'i Center. Excel
lent advance publicity helped draw a 
large crowd for Dorothy's talk, at the 
end of which an elderly man came for
ward. 

"I'm so happy to know you, Mrs. 
Baker," he said. "I have been a Baha'i 
for many years." 

The representatives of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United King
dom turned to him in amazement. 
"Where do you live?" one of them 
asked. 

"Why, right here in Edinburgh." 
"But there aren't any Baha'is in 

Edinburgh! " 
Quietly, the gentleman replied: "I've 

been a Baha'i since 1912 when 'Abdu'l
Baha was in London and I heard Him 
speak. I've been waiting for you. 
Where have you been?" 

Following the last of her lectures in 
Europe, Dorothy returned home in 
April to open the first National Baha'i 
Convention of Canada in Montreal as 
chairman of a joint Canada-U.S. As
sembly, while Louise prepared for her 
marriage to Hubert L.c. Matthias in a 
civil ceremony in Basel, Switzerland, 
that was followed by a Baha'i cere-

mony in Berne JO days later, on June 
1 1,1948. 

Dorothy served as chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly through 
) 952, and was the representative to the 
Inter-America Committee meetings in 
Guatemala in 1949, and in El Salvador 
and Peru in 1950. Reporting on the 

. Guatemala conference. she expressed 
the opinion that the outstanding 
achievement was the "greater under
standing which the delegates acquired 
of the Guardian and a tremendous 
deepening in their love for him." 9 

The centenary of the martyrdom of 
the Bab was observed July 9, 1950, at 
the Baha'i House of Worship in Wil
mette. In Foundation Hall. Dorothy 
addressed the 500 Baha'is and 400 non
Baha'is who attended a public meeting. 
Speaking on "The Martyr-Prophet of 
a New World Faith," she explained the 
Bab's mission and compared certain 
episodes of His life with similar oc
currences in the life of Christ. citing 
the "persecution, exile and imprison
ment ... (that culminated) in His exe
cution in Tabriz on July 9, 1850 .... 

"We who live in the West," she said, 
"may build a bridge, a bridge two 
thousand years long, and step across it 
into an hour of passion to be succeeded 
by a fresh victory of eternal truth. 
Bearing fruits of culture it cannot stop 
until it spells out the permanent peace 
that every heart in this noble Temple. 
and in every Temple, seeks today. 'It is 
the hour of unity among the sons of 
men.' " 10 

Throughout the writings of Baha
'u'llah and 'Abdu'I-Baha are refer
ences to an institution known as the 
Hands of the Cause of God: "Light 
and glory, greeting and praise be upon 
the Hands of His Cause, through 
whom the light of long-suffering hath 
shone and the declaration of authority 
is proven of God ... " wrote Baha
'u'llah." Four had He appointed to 
serve during His lifetime. 'Abdu'l
Baha's will and testament referred to 
their station and functions 12 and, fur
ther, had referred to particularly out
standing teachers as Hands of the 
Cause after their passing. i3 Then on 
December 24, 1951. came a cablegram 
from Shoghi Effendi: 

Hour now ripe take long inevitably 
deferred step conformity provisions 
'A bdu 'I-Bahd 's testament ... -
through appointment first contingent 
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Hands Cause God, twelve in number, 
equally allocated Holy Land, Asiatic, 
American, European Continents. Ini
tial step now taken regarded prepara
tory full development institution pro
vided 'Abdu'l-Bahd's will, paralleled 
preliminary measure formation Inter
national Council destined culminate 
emergence UniversaY House Justice. 14 

Dorothy Baker remembered that 
day. "I came home from the National 
Assembly meeting," she later told her 
daughter Louise. "I had been asked by 
some national office to do a chore I did 
not want 10 do. The next day I got a 
phone call from Edna True in Wil
mette. " 

"Dorothy, are you sitting down?" 
"Why, no-what's up?" 
"Well, sit down. Are you sitting 

down now?" 
"Yes, I am," said Dorothy. "Now 

what's new?" 
"A cable has just come from the 

Guardian." Miss True proceeded to 
read it. It was time, the cable said, to 
name the first contingent of the Hands 
of the Cause. The eighth name on the 
list was that of Dorothy Baker. Dor
othy lost her voice. For three days she 
had laryngitis. 

'A mystery' 

Notified that he had been appointed 
a Hand of the Cause, Leroy Ioas' eyes 
filled with tears as he met with the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Canada. 
No one said a word. "Please, don't 
look at me like that," he pleaded. 
"You know I'm the same person I was 
a few weeks ago. What's the differ
ence? 

"We don't really know just what the 
Hands of the Cause are," he contin
ued. "It's a mystery to us. And when 
you treat us like this it makes it very 
difficult. You know, when Dorothy 
Baker was told she was a Hand, she 
lost her voice for three days. And when 
Dorothy Baker cannot speak, the birds 
stop singing and the world is silent." 

Dorothy made what was to be her 
last trip to South America in April 
1952, attending the second convention 
of its Nationa) Spiritual Assembly in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, and the 
fourth Congress for South America in 
Lima, Peru. It was as a Hand of the 
Cause of God that she attended four 
Intercontinental Baha'i Conferences in 
1953. In February, at Kampala, Ugan-
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da, she spoke at a public meeting under 
the conference marquee, an address 
that sparked favorable comment in the 
Kampala press.l~ During the AII
America Intercontinental Teaching 
Conference. held in Chicago and Wil
mette from April 29 to May 6, Dorothy 
spoke on "The Mission of the Pro
phets" at Chicago's Medinah Temple, 
describing their individual and social 
missions. 

Shortly before her arrival in Stock
holm, Sweden, for the third Intercon
tinental Teaching Conference in July, 
Dorothy finally made her long-delayed 
pilgrimage to Haifa to visit the Baha'i 
Holy Places and to meet the Guardian. 
As one of 14 Hands of the Cause at the 
Stockholm conference, she looked at 
the large crowd that was assembled on 
the first day and remarked, "I begin to 
understand why Europe has been con
sidered the pulse of the world. If we re
generate its pulse, the world may be 
conquered. ,. 16 

She felt the pioneer spirit to be a 
vital element in the growth of the 
Faith: "This is a tremendous time, this 
is the time for the pioneers. It will 
never come back." At the Medinah 
Temple in Chicago, she had given the 
Guardian's instructions to the United 
States on the necessity for pioneers: 
"Now is the time to arouse the great 
dark-skinned people of the world. The 
Eskimos, particularly the Indians, and 
most particularly the Negroes in the 
country ... It is for the BaM'is to 
recognize their spiritual worth and 
bring them the spiritual basis on which 
they can build their social advance
ment, which the whole nation will rec
ognize and which they will hear, be
cause they will see that these dark
skinned people are like the cream rising 
to the top of their society." 

Dorothy's conviction soon was car
ried into action as she resigned from 
the National Spiritual Assembly to pio
neer, then flew to New Delhi, India, 
for the fourth Intercontinental Teach
ing Conference, the first such BaM'i 
gathering held in the J::ast. "Universal 
Peace-A Need and Exigency of the 
Time" was the conference theme; the 
speakers besides Dorothy included 
Horace Holley and Dr. Ugo Giachery. 
More than a thousand people including 
high government officials, ambassa
dors, consuls and the press attended a 
public reception and tea at the Imperial 
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This SlOne marker honors those whose 
bodies were never recovered after the 
plane crash that claimed the life of 
Dorothy Baker in January 1954. 

Hotel. A cable from the Guardian an
nouncing the completion of the Shrine 
of the Bab in Haifa further exhorted 
the Baha'is to carry out the respon
sibilities of sending pioneers primarily 
to the Pacific area and purchasing land 
for the sites of future Temples in Asia. 
On the final evening of the conference, 
Dorothy gave her impressions of the 
Guardian: 

"The Guardian is a new creation. 
You can never fully understand his sta
tion nor describe your meeting with 
him. In some strange way your exis
tence becomes changed. You can never 
let go that first look when he greets 
you. Then the moment at table when 
he talks about the Faith and the teach
ings. It is so clear, so simple ... I left 
Haifa with this impression of the Guar
dian-the courtier and the court; the 
lover and the beloved; the king and the 
vassal of God." I" 

Rosemary Sala, a long-time friend, 
dreamed of Dorothy one night, a 
dream she did not understand. "I 
dreamed," she said, "that she was 
standing on a distant shore-very bril
liant, wonderful-and I was standing 
on the earth's shore. Between us was 
the ocean. Suddenly the ocean waves 
turned into Arabic writing, and that 
became a bridge between us. It was 
quite beautiful. I felt that wonderful 
smile of hers coming over those waves, 
but of course I didn't understand it. It 
took me a few months ... (to see) that 



the connection is eternal through the 
Words of Baha'u'lhih ... " 18 

For two months after the New Delhi 
conference Dorothy visited cities and 
towns throughout India and Pakis
tan-Delhi, Bombay, Poona, Miraj, 
Kolhapur, Belgaum, Nasik, Manmad, 
Jalna, Aurangabad, Deolali, Surat, 
Baroda, Ahmedabad, Bareilly, Luck
now, Cawnpore, Allahabad, Benares, 
Patna, Calcutta, Nagput, Indore, and 
Karachi. In early January 1954 she 
spoke at a garden party in Karachi 
where she was honored by the Local 
Spiritual Assembly. It was to be 
Dorothy Baker's last public appear
ance. The Indian hegira had been dis
appointing in part; Dorothy felt she 
had been unable to arouse the Indians' 
interest in the Faith. 

Enthusiastic 
Three young Indian women were 

traveling with her. Regarding one 
teaching effort, their description was 
enthusiastic. The Baha'is, they said, 
had set up a meeting, but when they ar
rived there was no one on hand to meet 
them; no arrangements had been 
made. Surveying the situation, Dor
othy said, "Well, come on. Let's go 
find a hall." Dutifully, the young wo
men went with her. "They had the lan
guage, and Mother had the Word," 
says Louise Baker. The hall rented, 
Dorothy said, "Now find me a print
er." That done, she wrote down what 
she wanted the flyers to read, saying, 
"Put this in proper language and have 
5,000 copies printed." With the flyers 
in hand, the young women went about 
the town putting up posters and hand
ing out flyers, all the while feeling 
rather hopeless about the meeting. Af
ter all, they thought, what good are 
flyers? No one ever reads them or 
comes to the meeting! Arriving back at 
the hall somewhat late, however, they 
were surprised to find the meeting 
room jammed with people, and the 
stairway equally overflowing. There 
was a loudspeaker to enable the crowd 
that had gathered outside the meeting 
place to hear Dorothy'S speech. This, 
the young women agreed, was a lesson 
for them: "Put your faith in Baha
"l'llah and go give the message." 

On January 10, 1954, Dorothy 
Beecher Baker was en route home from 
India. She planned to meet Frank and 
her mother, Louella; together they 

would pioneer to the island of Grenada 
in the West Indies. Over the Mediter
ranean island of Elba the plane ex
ploded. There were no survivors; only 
a Baha'i pamphlet floated on the 
water. 19 

The Baker family, accompanied by 
Ugo and Angeline Giachery, was taken 
to the scene of the crash. Floral 
wreaths were thrown from the Italian 
naval corvette that had brought the 
family, and from a naval plane over
head. Bugles sounded taps; flags were 
lowered to half mast. 

The daughter of an Arabian sheik 
had also been aboard the ill-fated 
plane; her parents were known to the 
Baha'is. Calling upon the bereaved 
mother, one Baha'i showed her a 
photo of Dorothy Baker. The woman 
reacted most strongly, weeping vio
lently, and related a dream she had had 
several times: "This woman in the pic
ture has come to me over and over 
again and has told me, 'You must be 

Noles 

All quotations not a((ribured in the preceding 
text or in the following nores have been taken 
from a tape recording of a talk by Louise Baker 
Mauhias about her mother. Dorothy Beecher 
Baker. in Wilmeue, lllinois, on August 31, 1977, 
and used with her permission. 

\. Henry C. .Beecher, "Faith," in World Order 
magazine, Vol. 9, pp. 205-6. 
2. Henry C. Beecher, "Love and Justice," in 
World Order magazine, Vol. 9, pp. 284-85. 
3. At this lime, Dorothy Baker was chairman of 
the Child Education and Race Unity committees, 
and a member of the Louhelen School, Inter
America, and Regional Teaching (for Ohio, In· 
diana and western Pennsylvania) committees. 
4. Dorothy Baker. "Among the Colleges," in 
Baha'" News, March 1943, pp. 5·6. 
5. Dorothv Baker, "The Baha'i Faith in the Col
leges," in' The Baha'I' World, Vol. IX, p. 774. 
6. In her front teeth. 
7. Conrad, Louise and Bill, all of whom became 
Baha'is. 
8. Dorothy Baker, "Religion Comes Again to 
Mankind," in World Order magazine, Vol. 10, 
p. 169. Published in 1945 by the Baha'i Pub
lishing Committee as Religion Returns. 
9. Inter-America Committee, "Central and 
South American Congress," in Baha'i News, 
March 1949, p. 6. 
10. "Centenary of the Martyrdom of the Bab," 

happy for your daughter. She is with 
me, I am caring for her.' " Others had 
similar dreams. One, before the news 
of Dorothy's death had· been made 
known, dreamed that she wore a shim
mering white gown.20 She had spoken 
to him: "I never knew that passing was 
so easy. I never went down." Another 
person reported an identical dream in 
which Dorothy said, "Oh, it was so 
easy. I stepped straight into the arms of 
my Lord." Still another, in Jamaica, 
reported that Dorothy had appeared to 
him, saying, "It's all right. I'm with 
my Lord. Don't worry. I wasn't on 
that plane at all. I was with Baha'u'llah 
the whole time." 

Dorothy Beecher Baker's worldly 
mission had ended at age 55. The radi
ance of her smile, the spirituality of her 
presence, the joy she brought to so 
many, the love of her faith that she so 
readily shared with everyone-the fire 
was extinguished. 

in Baha'i News. August 19~O, p. 6. 
II. Baha'u'llah, Tablet of rhe World; quoted in 
Paul E. Haney, "The Institution of the Hands of 
the Cause of God," The Baha'i World, Vol. 
XIII. p. 333. 
12. 'Abdu'I-Baha. Will and Testament, pp. 
11-14. 
13. Paul E. Haney, "The Institution of the 
Hands of the Cause of God," in The Baha'" 
World, Vol. XIII, p. 333. 
14. Ibid. 
IS. "Report of the African Intercontinental 
Teaching Conference." in The Baha'i World,' 
Vol. XII, p. 130. 
16. "Report of the European Intercontinental 
Teaching Conference." in The Baha'I' World, 
Vol. XII, p. 17\' 
17. "Report of the Asian Intercontinental Teach
ing Conference." in The Bllha'j World, Vol. 
XII. p. 188. 
18. Rosemary Sal a to Louise Baker Matthias, 
February 1977. 
19. The pamphlet was "An Early Pilgrimage" by 
Mav Ellis Maxwell. Mrs. Maxwell was the 
mother of the Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum and the 
mother-in-law of the beloved Guardian, Shoghi 
Effendi. 
20. There were others who reported seeing 
Dorothy Baker wearing the same gown in their 
dreams. 
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The world 

Pakistan Baha'is host large symposium 

"The Increasing Social Unrest in the 
World Today and Its Solution" was 
the theme of a well-attended public 
symposium held last August 12 at the 
Baha'i National Center in Karachi, 
Pakistan. 

Speakers included representatives of 
the Muslim, Christian, Hindu, Zoroas
trian and Baha'i communities. 

The meeting was part of a week-long 
proclamation effort organized by the 
local Teaching Committee of Karachi. 

Bahamas 

-,,-

Pictured are some of the 36 adults and 
22 children who attended the first Ba
Juj'i Summer School ever held in the 
Bahamas. The school, held last July 
4-10 at the Bahd'l' Center in Nassau, 
New Providence, drew participants 
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Copies of Baha'u'llah and the New 
Era and the white paper entitled "The 
Baha'is of Iran" were given to 49 
judges and attorneys who also were in
vited to attend the symposium. 

A Baha'i delegation was received by 
the chief justice of the Sind High 
Court, and the advocate general of 
Sind Province and his assistant. 

It was reported that many seekers at
tended firesides held that week at vari
ous locations in Karachi. 

from four islands in the Bahamas and 
from Canada and the United States. 
Topics for discussion included consul
tation, Bahd'l' family life, Bahd'i ad
ministration, child rearing, and the Ba
hd'{ Faith and Islam. 

IHEI\(RE 15/\& . 

klJ/:! ,n T(i-PH 

Tm R,'i?·t} L 

Bahd'i speaker Fazil Kayani addresses 
the audience at a public symposium on 
social unrest and its solutions held last 
August 12 at the Bahd'i National Cen
ter in Karachi, Pakistan. The sympos
ium was part of a week-long proclama
tion in Karachi that was organized by 
that community's local Teaching Com
mittee. 

Ecuador 
One hundred-eighty people embrac

ed the Cause of God and 20 new locali
ties were opened to the Faith near the 
port city of Guayaquil, Ecuador, dur
ing the first nine days of a recent 
teaching campaign by a group of six 
Baha'is. 

The double thrust teaching effort in 
the Province of Guayas includes a 
three-month proclamation over na
tional radio. The campaign was to be 
bolstered by Baha'is arriving in 
Ecuador for the International Confer
ence in Quito. 



India 
The Faith was proclaimed to more 

than 16,000 people in 10 cities of 
southern India last year by a musical 
group of seven Baha'is that included 
four students and three staff members 
from the New Era High School in 
Panchgani, Maharashtra State. 

The six-week tour, which began last 
June 28, was dedicated to the memory 
of the martyrs in Iran. 

The group, whose members were 
from England, Iran, Canada, New 
Zealand, India, and the United States, 
traveled by bus and train, giving a total 
of 52 performances in five states. 

Using the name "The Chosen High
way," the group sang songs about the 
Revelation of Bah<i'u'll<ih, His teach
ings, and the history of the Faith. Dur
ing each show one member of the 
group would give a talk about the 
Faith. 

Press conferences were arranged for 
the musicians in Trivandrum and Mad
ras. As a result, news articles with 
photos were printed in area newspa
pers. The three faculty members in the 
group had separate articles about them 
published in the Goa Headmasters' As
sociation magazine. 

After their trip, members of the 
group recalled being especially happy 
to cheer hearts at orphanages and at a 
home for delinquent girls, making a 
side trip to Yercaud where a teaching 
project is bringing the Faith to 67 tribal 
villages, and trying to learn a song in 
the local dialect of each of the five 

The success of a tribal teaching pro
ject in Tamil Nadu State, India, con
tinues unabated. The State Teaching 
Committee of Tamil Nadu decided last 
June to extend the campaign among 63 
tribal villages in the Yercaud area. 

The project, dedicated to the mem
ory of Amoz Gibson, a member of the 
Universal House of Justice who died 
last May, resulted during one II-day 
period in the enrollment of 400 people. 

In only three days, six of the 50 Ma
laiyalargal tribal villages were opened 
to the Faith with the help of new Ba
ha'is from Yercaud including doctors, 
newspaper reporters, plantation own
ers, and even the extension education 
officer of the district. 

states they visited. 
Because of the success of their tour, 

Pictured here are members of a musical 
group that proclaimed the Faith 10 au
diences totaling more than 16.000 peo
ple in five states of southern India dur
ing a six-week tour that began last June 
28. The group, composed of four stu
dents and three staff members from the 

Shown here are the 150 adults, youth 
and children who attended the Maha
rashtra State Baha'i summer school 
and children's conference June 11-13 

About 150 Baha'is including adults, 
youth and children attended the Maha
rashtra State Summer School and Chil
dren's Conference last June 11-13 in 
Deolali, India. 

The children's conference was the 
first of its kind in Maharashtra State. 

Participants included two members 
of the Auxiliary Board in India, A.K. 
Furudi and K. Khemani. 

The school began with an evening 
unity feast that included devotional 
readings, prayers and musical enter
tainment by the youth. Many of the 
10-to 15-year-old children who were 
present had never before attended such 

similar projects are being planned for 
the future. 

New Era High School in Panchgani. 
Maharashtra. India. used the name 
'The Chosen Hip,hll'0Y . • Members are 
(left to right) Navid Sarooshi. Tahirih 
Milne, Sohrab Oshidar, Dalia Bishop, 
Glenda Palmer, Farahdoukht Esh
raghi, and Piri Miller. 

in Deolali, India. The conference was 
the first of its kind in Maharashtra 
State. 

a Baha'i gathering. 
School sessions emphasized the three 

Central Figures of the Faith and its ear
ly history. A quiz on study sessions was 
held the following day. 

Panels of speakers discussed Baha ') 
laws, family life, the Funds, prayer', 
the Nineteen Day Feast, child educa
tion, and the consolidation of Local 
Spiritual Assemblies. 

Evening entertainment included a 
magic show and a special program in 
which the children explained the 
Teachings and their duties as Baha'i 
children. 
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Taiwan 

Members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Samoa were graciously 
welcomed last August 21 to the home 
of Prime Minister Vaai Kolone of Sa
moa by Mr. Kolone and his wife, in 
spite of an illness that was keeping him 
at home. 

After prayers for Mr. Kolone's 
health were read with appropriate se
lections from the Baha'i Writings, the 
prime minister responded warmly, 
demonstrating his sympathy for the 
aims of the Faith. 

Tea was served, and the prime min
ister was given a bouquet of flowers 
and a letter expressing the Assembly's 

, good wishes toward the Samoan gov
ernment. 

EI Salvador 
Five of the eight Salvadoreans who 

attended the Baha'i International Con
ference in Quito, Ecuador, reported on 
that event during a National Teaching 
Conference in Caminas, near San Sal
vador, that was attended by more than 
300 people. 

A hundred of those present traveled 
to the conference site on a chartered 
bus that picked them up in various 
towns. 

14 February 1983/Baha'i News 

Baha'is and their guests who attended 
a National Baha'i Teaching Confer
ence last September 24-26 in Barahona, 
Dominican Republic, are shown out
side the city hall. The conference, 

More than 50 residents of Valle
juelo, Dominican Republic, were en
rolled in the Faith as the result of a 
summer teaching project there last Au
gust. 

When the new Baha'is expressed a 
desire to travel to Corral de los Indios 
to meet the friends there, the two youth 
from that community who were in
volved in the teaching project said that 
feeding the visitors might pose a prob
lem. 

Suleiman A. Suleimani (right), the first 
Baha'I' pioneer to Taiwan, accepts an 
award from Governor Lee Teng-hui of 
Taih'an's provincial government dur
ing a special ceremony last Mal' 28 in 
Taichung that honored members of 
se\wal major religions in Taiwan. Mr. 
Suleimani, who is now 85, settled in 
Tainan, Taiwan, in 1954 with his wife, 
who died last year, after having lived 
in Shanghai, China, for more than 26 
years. A1r. and A1rs. Suleimani first 
pioneered to China from Ishqabad, 
Russia. In addition to long years ofser
\'ice on the National Spiritual As
sembly of Taiwan, Mr. Suleimani and 
his wife built and donated to the Faith 
the country's first local Baha'i Center. 
Nearly 40 Baha'is were among the 
1,000 people who attended the award 
ceremony. Victor Tom, chairman of 
the .rvational Spiritual Assembly of 
Taiwan, was seated on stage with the 
?Olwnor and representatives of eight 
other religions. 

notable for the number of youth who 
were present, was a-rranged by the Ba
ha'( community of Barahona. During 
the sessions two youth declared their 
belief in Baha'u'llah. 

After consultation, it was decided to 
put on a show of one-act plays, songs 
and poetry recitals. Proceeds from the 
show and from refreshments that were 
ser\'ed would be used to pay for the trip 
to Corral de 10s Indios. 

The two communities set a date for 
the visit and a vehicle was rented for 
the purpose. The \'isit, which took 
place on October 2, was described as 
"a great success." 



Sweden 
The Hand of the Cause of God H. 

Collis-Featherstone visited Sweden for 
the first time last August on his way 
home from the International Confer
ence in Dublin, Ireland. 

While in Sweden, Mr. Featherstone 
visited Baha'is in- four cities and met 
with members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Sweden and with Auxil
iary Board members and their assis
tants. 

Members of the Baha'i community 
of Uppsala, Sweden, attended a memo
rial service last April for the Baha'i 
martyrs in Iran. Invitations were sent 
to 47 prominent people in Uppsala in
cluding members of Parliament, city 
officials, authors and members of the 
clergy. 

During. the sen'ice prayers for the 
departed were read, and one of the Ba
ha'is spoke about the persecutions. 

Coume11or Agnes Ghazna\'i con
ducted a conference on marriage and 
the family last October in Uppsala, 
Sweden. 

Dr. Ghaznavi, a psychiatrist, dis
cussed family unity, marital conflicts, 
sexuality, the roles of father and mo
ther in child rearing, and the woman's 
position in the community. 

One hundred-forty delegates and 
guests attended the 21 st Baha'i Na
tional Convention of Sweden last May 
1-2 in Stockholm. 

A special guest was Hartmut Gross
man, a member of the Continental 
Board of Counsellors in Europe. He 
spoke of the persecution of Baha'is in 
Iran and emphasized the necessity of 
teaching the Cause. 

Mehry Mavadat, the widow of a 
member of the Spiritual Assembly of 
Karaj, Iran, who was martyred in June 
1981, visited many communities in 
Sweden last spring. 
Faith received extensive newspaper 
coverage throughout the country. 

Mrs. Mavadat moved to Sweden in 
198] after the death of her husband, 
Farhang. 

A proclamation campaign designed 
to reach all members of the Swedish 
Parliament was begun last summer. 

Each Local Spiritual Assembly was 
asked to contact personally members 
of Parliament in its district and to pro
vide them with information about the 
Faith and the persecutions in Iran, 

The goal of the campaign was to 
have one or more members of Parlia
ment speak out on behalf of the Faith 
during a parliamentary session. 

Two hundred people including 50 
children attended the Swedish Baha'i 
Summer School last July 12-18 in the 
southwestern part of the country. 

Speakers at the school included the 
Hand of the Cause of God Ugo Gia
chery and Counsellor Adib Taherza
deh. 

A conference on teaching the Lapp 
people of northern Sweden was held 
last October in Lulea, Sweden, and a 

Bangladesh 

Shown are the 35 people who attended 
on Assembly Development Program 
course last September 18-19 at the My
mensingh Baha'i Center in Bangla
desh. The participants represented nine 
Local Spiritual Assemblies in that 

conference on communication was 
held last spring. in Lund. 

About 500 people in the goal city of 
Sunds\'a11, Sweden, heard about the 
Faith during an intensi\e week-long 
proclamation effort last February 
26-March 8. 

Auxiliary Board member Hadi Af
sahi spoke to the local Rotary Club, 
and 22 lessons on the Faith were pre
sented to 450 public school qudents. 

Robert Trett, a t ra\'eling teacher 
from New Zealand, visited eight cities 
in Sweden last March. 

\1r. Trett spoke to newspaper re
porters and at schools, and helped 
local beliewrs with their teaching. ac
ti\'ities. 

country. One of the teachers in the 
two-day program, which was organiz
ed by the Regional Teaching Commit
tee of Mymensingh, was an Auxiliary 
Board member. 
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Hawaii 

Frederick and Samieh Labib- Wood 
(standing), members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Hawaiian Is
lands, present a copy of William Sears' 
book, A Cry from the Heart, to Ha
waii's Gov. George R. Ariyoshi. The 
governor has been supportive of Ba
haYs and has written letters protesting 
the persecution of Baha'I's in Iran. 

16 February'1963/Baha'j News 

Bahd'(s from communities on the is
land of Oahu, Hawaii, planted tulip 
trees last August at the Waianae 
Neighborhood Community Center as 
part of their celebration of the 80th an
niversary of the establishment of the 
Faith in Hawaii. Shown (left to right) 

This float, sponsored by the Bahd'i' 
community of Hawaii, won the first 
place f'vfayor's A ward in the annual 
Aloha Week parade last September 25 
in Honolulu. More than 100 Baha'I's 
helped to prepare the float, working a,'1 
nighT and into the ear(v morning hours 
on parade day to cover the /Ioat with 
40, 000 real flowers. Four children of 
various ethnic backgrounds rode the 
floaT, which carried the theme 'Happi
ness Is . .. Aloha' and had 'Baha'i' 
Faith' in large le[{ers on The front and 
rear .. Wore than 80,000 people saw the 
parade, which was rideo taped by three 
Japanese television stations and was 
scheduled to be seen in the U.S. during 
the .\facy's Thanksgiving Day parade 
TV coverage. 

are Sharon Narimatsu, director of the 
Office of Information and Complaint 
for the mayor of Honolulu, and Ba
ha',s Gwen Dodge, T.e. Horton, Dor
othy Kleinschmidt, Vince Dodge, and 
(holding shovel) Lois Durr, chairman 
of the Spiritual Assembly of Waianae. 



United Kingdom 

Shown are some of the more than 70 
Bahd'is who allended a Northern Ire
land Teaching Conference in New
townards last October 2 that was ar-

Solomon Islands 
More than 800 people from 14 dis

tricts in the Solomon Islands attended 
a recent Unity Feast that was spon
sored by the Baha'i community of 
Aeama, Central Malaita. 

The men, women and children pres
ent had traveled from mountain and 
coastal areas to attend the feast, which 
included the presentation of a film 
about the Baha'i Holy Places at the 
World Centre. 

The guests enjoyed a variety of 
dances, singing and other musical en
tertainment. Prayers were recited in 
several languages. 

Central African Republic 
Baha 'j youth in Kassimanga and 

Tiri, Central African Republic, have 
joined together for Baha'i activities, 
meeting several times each week. 

In Ndele, Baha'i women are meeting 
weekly to sing, learn prayers and study 
the Teachings of Baha'u'llah. 

One woman in Ndele, formerly a 
Muslim and now a Baha'i, said it was 
the behavior of her son that first at
tracted her to the Faith. After becom
ing a Baha'i, she said, he had changed 
his manners and become more serious 
and helpful. 

ranged by the Northern Ireland Teach
ing Commillee. Among the partici
pants were a representative of the Na-

Dr. Wendi Momen (second from left), 
a representative of the National Spiri
tual Assembly of the United Kingdom, 
is shown with Bahd 'is from NewlOwn-

A company in the United Kingdom 
that produces audio-visual materials 
for schools recently issued a series on 
religion that included one complete 
program on the Faith. 

The filmstrip and its accompanying 
three-page leaflet of notes for teachers 

tional SpiriTual Assembly of the United 
Kingdom and two Auxiliary Board 
memhers. 

ards, Northern Ireland, during a Nor
thern Ireland Teaching Conference last 
October 2 in NewlOwnards that was at
tended by more than 70 Baha'is. 

was designed for 16-year-old students, 
but Baha'is who have seen the program 
report that it is useful for general 
teaching work including firesides, pub
lic meetings and exhibits. 

The filmstrip was produced by a 
commercial audio-visual company. 
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Canada 

Rul)iyyih K!tanum's historic journey 

The Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'l-Baba Rul}.iyyih Kbanum un
dertook an historic journey to North 
America last August and September 
that covered some 20,000 miles and 
carried her to 45 centers in every Cana
dian province including the Magdalen 
Islands, Quebec and Cape Breton Is
land, Nova Scotia, the Yukon Ter
ritory and Labrador. In addition, she 
visited Greenland and Iceland. 
Deeply impressed 

Throughout her travels she met 
many Indians and Eskimos whose 
spiritual receptivity deeply impressed 
her. In a cable to the World Centre, 
Amatu'l-Baha expressed her convic
tion that the new spirit manifested by 
believers of the Eskimo and Indian 
races, coupled with the forces released 
through the travels in the western 
hemisphere by the Camino del Sol 
(Trail of Light) teaching teams, the 
holding of the Continental Indigenous 
Council, and the large attendance of 
these friends at the International Con
ference in l\tontreal, has created a new 
situation favorable to wide-scale teach
ing among the Indian and Eskimo peo
ples of Canada, and an increasing ap
plication of their eagerness and out
standing capacity for service among 
not only their own people but all man
kind at this critical time in human 
history. 

A warm personal reception was ac
corded the Hand of the Cause not only 
by her Baha'i hosts but by many high 
officials including the President of Ice
land, the Eskimo Premier and Danish 
Governor of Greenland, the Lieuten
ant-Governor of Newfoundland and 
Labrador, the Premier and Lieutenant
Governor of Nova Scotia, the Com
missioner of the Yukon Territory, and 
the Regional Director of Baffin Island. 
Local Baha'is enthusiastically arranged 

excellent meetings and publicity for 
their distinguished guest. 

Following is an account of Amatu'l
Baba Rul}.iyyih KMnum's visit to Lil
looet, British Columbia, to meet with 
non-Baha'i native leaders. The letter, 
written by a local Baha'i, is charac
teristic of her visits to native centers 
and expresses the feelings of many Ca
nadian Baha'is who had the oppor
tunity to meet the Hand of the Cause 
of God during her visit. 

This account originally appeared in 
the September IOctober 1982 issue of 
Bahd'i Canada, published each month 
by the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Canada: 

"A bright yellow twin-engine plane 
appeared in the distance, passed over 
our heads and turned further down the 
valley to make its approach for land
ing. The day was cloudless and warm, 

The Hand of the Cause of God Ama
tu'I-Bahd RzilJiyyih Khanum (second 
from right) talks with some of the 
friends during her visit last August to 

the big slide area on the mountain 
across the plateau and above the air
port was actively sending showers of 
dust and gravel cascading down the 
mountainside. This activity, however, 
was inconsequential compared to the 
turmoil and excitement in the hearts of 
the handful of people gathered on the 
runway to greet the plane now taxiing 
to a stop before them, for it was at that 
moment that the dream of an historic 
and wonderful meeting was rapidly 
turning into a reality. 

"The door opened and we all step
ped forward eagerly to greet the Hand 
of the Cause of God Amatu'I-Baha 
Rul}.iyyih Khanum, her traveling com
panion; Violette Nakhjavani; National 
Spiritual Assembly representative 
Jameson Bond; and the pilot, David 
Hadden. It was August 21, 1982, in 
Lillooet, British Columbia. 

the third North American Baha'i Na
tive Council held on the Blood Reserve 
in southern Alberta, Canada. 
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The Hand oj The Cause oj God Ama
w'l Bahd Rzi!J(vyih Khdnum (second 
from left) is shown on her arrival at The 

"It had all begun a few months be
fore when the local native chiefs and 
spiritual leaders of the Indian people of 
this area responded positively to our 
offer to ask Rul)iyyih Khanum to come 
to meet with and speak to them and 
their people. The few of us Baha'is 
who were to have the bounty of being 
asked to help organize this meeting 
were moved by the realization that 
these native leaders understood as well, 
or better than we did, the significance 
of her visit to their area. 

"We were humbled by the respect, 
honor and prayerful dedication they 
showed all through the early prepa
rations, from the cooking of the food 
to the spiritual preparation of the 
building in which she was to meet the 
people. Everyone involved, without ex
ception, Baha'i and non-Baha'i, was 
equally excited by the prospect of Ru
Qiyyih Khanum's visit and what it 
meant to the spiritual development of 
this small corner of the world. 

"During the afternoon of the day of 
her arrival. we brought the four vis
itors by car to the school on Thunder 
Bird Heights which had been trans
formed by local native spiritual leader 
George Abbott, to a state befitting the 

2 March 1983/Baha'i News 

airport in Lillooet, British Columbia, 
last August 2 J wiTh (left to right) pilot 
David Hadden; her traveling compan-

'The few of us Baha'is who were 
to have the bounty of being ask
ed to help organize this meeting 
were moved by the realization 
"that these native leaders under
stood as well, or better than we 
did, the significance of her visit 
to their area.' 

visit of a respected world leader. The 
room was decorated with flowers, pic
tures, carpets and comfortable furni
ture for the honored guests, then 
George prayed for hours according to 
the custom of his ancient Indian reli
gion to prepare and sanctify the place 
for the coming of, in his words, the 
'very holy lady.' 

"Shortly before the party was to 
enter the room one of the people who 
had helped to decorate the room ex
citedly said to me, 'We've got to get a 
white sheet to drape over the couch she 
is to sit on! I saw it all in a vision las! 
night and this is how it should look"' A 
white sheet? The couch looked fine the 
way it was-however, a white sheet 
was found and just as Rul)iyyih Kha
num came in the door it was hurriedly 

ion, Violette NalslJjavdnf; and Jameson 
Bond, a member oj the National 
Spiritual Assembly oj Canada. 

thrown over the seat of honor and 
straightened up. You can imagine our 
surprise when, in her opening words, 
the Hand of the Cause said she was so 
moved and so very touched when she 
came in and saw this white sheet being 
placed on the couch, for it brought 
back to her memories of her first visit 
with the Indian people when she went 
to the home of a very poor family and 
at that time they too had rushed in 
ahead of her and thrown a white sheet 
across the place where she was to sit as 
guest of honor. 

"The whole weekend was like that: 
moving, powerful, tense, warm ... 
People had visions, tears were shed, 
and emotions generally ran high. 
George Abbott said that his wife felt 
the spirit of the gathering so strongly 
even though she was unable to attend, 
that she felt, 'This is a turning point 
for our community. This place will 
never be the same again.' 

"Two local chiefs came, from Foun
tain Reserve and the Thunder Bird Re
serve where the gathering was held. 
They made introductory speeches and 
welcomed Rul)iyyih Khanum with, as 
they said, 'open hearts and open 
minds.' During the question period, 
George Abbott asked of RUQiyyih Kha-



num the things he felt the people of the 
area would want to know, so that all 
those present would be able to carry 
her message to those who were unable 
to attend. He asked several times if she 
would elaborate on the message she 
gave them, which was that in the Ba
ha'i writings it promises that the native 
people will illumine the whole earth if 
they become spiritualized and embrace 
the message of BaM'u'llah. 

Bountiful feast 
"RuQiyyih KMnum likened the 

Faith to a bountiful feast which every
one was invited to take part in. Some 
would choose to try everything and 
others would select only the parts of 
the feast they felt the need for. The im
portant thing, she said, was that every
one should take something. She also 
said that the significant thing about 
this particular region is that, of all the 
areas of Canada, this is the one that 
had invited her to bring this m.!ssage. 
At this point. Violette Nakhvavani ex
plained to the gathering that in time to 
come people would come from miles 
away to see where this meeting was 
held and to question people about what 
the Hand of the Cause had said. Since 
this was not a Baha'i gathering but a 
meeting organized by local native 
chiefs and the Lillooet Friendship Cen
ter, it was quite unique in its historic 
perspective. 

"One of the highlights of the week
end was the gift giving at the end. One 
local native man who helped to orga
nize the gathering explained to Ru
Qiyyih Khanum that he was a poor man 
materially but a rich man spiritually 
because his small sons were traditional 
dancers and his gift to her would be to 
have his sons dance for her. This Eagle 
dance, so beautifully performed by 
four small boys in their colorful cos
tumes, obviously delighted RUQiyyih 
Khanum as she positively beamed 
throughout the entire performance and 
said the photographs she asked to be 
taken of her with the boys would be a 
prized possession when she returned 
home to Haifa. 

"Before we knew it we were back on 
the airport runway. (RuQiyyih Khanum 
arrived in the old farm truck intended 
to carry the luggage. '1 like trucks!' she 
announced. 'J')) go with him. ') Ano
ther hot, cloudless day and the dry 

Among the many friends with whom 
the Hand of the Cause of God Ama
tu'I-Baha RlilJfyyih Khanum spoke 
during the North American Baha'i' 
l'iative Council meeting in Alberta, 

wind blew away our tears. The rock 
slides on the mountain, which had been 
active a)) week long, had suddenly 
ceased and the bright yellow twin
engine plane soared into the valley sky 

Canada, last August was Dorothy 
Francis, a Saulteaux Indian who is a 
former member of the Continental In
digenous Council. 

and vanished beyond the mountains. 
We turned to each other and realized 
that whatever else seemed the same, the 
spirit of this region had been altered 
forever. .. 
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Baha'i history 

Monsalvat: The Mount of Peace 
, 

Since its founding nearly 90 years 
ago, untold numbers of visitors have 
flocked to that dearly loved spot, 
Green Acre, on the banks of the Pis
cat aqua River near the southernmost 
tip of Maine. 

Baha'is and their friends have fond 
memories of the peace and spirituality 
they sensed in 'Abdu'l-Baha's room, a 
place on the Green Acre property that 
has been especially reserved for pray
ers; of the fascinating accounts they 
have heard or read of the Master's visit 
to Green Acre in 1912; and of the fel
lowship and learning they shared dur
ing courses and other activities at 
Green Acre through the years. 

Sarah Jane Farmer, the founder of 
Green Acre, was an extraordinary wo
man with a powerful personality. Her 
father was a well known inventor, her 
mother a humanitarian. Just months 
after the passing of 'Abdu'l-Baha in 
1921, Miss Farmer, while at a meeting 
in Boston, had an idea that was to 
become the basis of the Green Acre 
Conferences. Years later she explained: 

"Green Acre was established for the 
purpose of bringing together all who 
were looking earnestly toward the New 
Day which seemed to be breaking over 
the entire world. The motive was to 
find the Truth, the Reality, underlying 
all religious forms, and to make points 
of contact in order to promote the 
unity necessary for the ushering in of 
the coming Day of God." J 

Dr. H. T.D. Rost, the author of this ar
ticle on 'Monsalvat.· The Mount of 
Peace,' and 'Abdu'I-Bahd's visit to 
Green Acre in 1912, is a Baha'fpioneer 
from the United States who serves on 
the faculty of the School of Education 
at Kenyatta University College in Nai
robi, Kenya. Dr. Rost is author of The 
Brilliant Stars: The Baha'i Faith and 
the Education of Children, published 
in 1979 by George Ronald. 
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In 1900, while aboard ship en 
route to Europe on a trip to 
benefit her health, Miss Farmer 
heard about a great spiritual Fig
ure, 'Abdu'I-Baha, Who was at 
that time a prisoner. 

On July 4, 1894, the ceremony that 
opened Green Acre was held, a cere
mony that ended with the raising of a 
flag of world peace. 2 

The Green Acre Conferences attract
ed many prominent figures: John 
Greenleaf Whittier, Edward Everett 
Hale, Booker T. Washington, William 
Dean Howells, Jacob RUs, Joseph Jef
ferson, and Anagarika H. Dharma
pala, to name but a few. The lectures 
were often well attended. In those early 
days, activities at Green Acre were cen
tered around the Inn, a large wooden 
hotel building; tents that were pitched 
nearby; and a few other buildings. But 
the Green Acre property in the 1890s 
already included as well a tract of land 
approximately two miles from the Inn 
known as Monsalvat, and sometimes 
as Sunset Hill. 

Sarah Farmer had not as yet become 
a Baha'i. But she developed some no
table ideas for the development of 
Green Acre, the Monsalvat property. 
and the nearby Rosemary property in 
connection with what she termed "the 
Green Acre Ideal." That "Ideal" was 
expressed in a letter written by Miss 
Farmer in May 1898: 

"The ideal which I have for Green 
Acre is to free it from obligations of all 
kinds, and then to put it-its cottages. 
its tents, and all else-at the service of 
men and women who are searching af
ter righteousness, and rely upon their 
voluntary co-operation to meet the 
needful expense. We need men and wo
men of consecrated lives to unite in this 
work, and carry it forward, when the 

time come's that everything is free. We 
need an experienced and scientific 
farmer to cultivate the land and raise 
all the fruits and vegetables, milk and 
eggs which shall be needed for the 
maintenance of the body, and for the 
care of the dumb creatures who help 
cultivate the land. 

"When this is attained and in work
ing order, when the roads shall have 
been built to Monsalvat, and the hill 
crowned with cottages for the homes of 
the teachers, we shall be ready to build 
the school. 

.• I would build the Monsalvat 
School for the Comparative Study of 
Religion first of all, because so many 
young men and women stand ready to 
consecrate their lives to service in for
eign fields. Before going to such ser
vice, they should decide before God 
which one is the chosen field. They 
should familiarize themselves with the 
language, literature, and history of 
that people; especially they should be
come acquainted with the purest ideals 
which have actuated these races in 
times past; they should be able to find 
the unity of God in every individual, 
and by making points of contact, bring 
that individual to a fuller realization of 
this unity. 

"For this end it is necessary to bring 
to us for permanent residence men like 
the Swami, who have risen above all 
temptations of the lower self; men like 
Dharmapala. who have consecrated 
their lives to the needs of the world. 

"I would have in this school the 
most consecrated Christians whom I 
could find-men and women who can 
live the life of a child of God and do 
the work which Jesus did. I would have 
the most devout Catholic I could find; 
the most simple. learned Jew; the most 
devoted Swami. I would like as many 
representatives of the great faiths of 
Persia, Turkey. India. China, Japan, 



as can be brought to us. The countries 
of Europe, too: France, Germany, Ita
ly, Spain and Scandinavia. (The Baha'i 
Revelation was not known at Green 
Acre in 1898.) Greece must be repre
sented, at least by teachers of the 
native tongue, that no time be lost 
when the worker is once on foreign 
soil. The time on Monsalvat would not 
be wasted, for the worker would learn 
then the conquest of Self-the most 
important requirement of all. He 
would learn that it is not he, but the 
Christ working in him, who is to be the 
power. 

"At the same time, I would have at 
such a school students of sociology, fit
ting themselves to go out and take 
charge of settlements in the new cities 
that are to be formed; graduated kind
ergartners; skilled agriculturists; con
secrated artists, making themselves 
ready to go out and found the City 
Beautiful in any part of God's world to 
which they may be calIed. That this 
City Beautiful may be a visible illustra
tion of the kingdom of God, the work
ers must be able to go out 'without 
money and without price,' and to calI 
to themselves, by the spoken word, all 
that is needful for bodily comfort. 
They must know how to wisely admin
ister the treasures of the world, gold 
and silver, for the good of all, during 
the transitory stage while they are 
transforming men into conscious sons 
of God. They must be able to meet and 
satisfy the sense of justice of men who 
see only the financial plane of life, be
fore they can induce them to transfer 
their lives to the plane of Sonship and 
inheritance of all things. 

"On this mountain top I want also 
schools for boys and girls who leave 
isolated farms in search of opportu
nities for study, such boys and girls as 
are turned away from Moody's every 
year for want of room. I want to pro
vide schools for agricultural training, 
manual training, home culture,-in 
fact, for everything that pertains to the 
equipment of the individual. I want 
men and women of insight to study 
those brought under their charge and 
see how individually they can best be 
developed to meet the needs of the 
world. 

"At Rosemary I want to open a 
School for Motherhood; from the al
leys and the basements I want to bring 
the poor mothers, burdened with the 

. 
j 

-
care of families already too large; 
mothers whose thoughts are full of 
murder because of the new life in
trusted to their keeping and soon to be 
brought forth. I want to bring these 
mothers out into the rest and beauty of 
the country, to reveal to them the sanc
tity and glory of Motherhood, and to 
teach them the power of the spoken 
word, and the absoluteness of the ef
fect which every thought in their minds 
has upon the unborn child. I want to 
put pictures of the Madonna and Child 
upon the wall; to bring music into the 

Left: Sarah Jane Farmer, the founder 
of the Green Acre Bahci'i School, 'an 
extraordinary woman with a powerful 
personality. ' 

Below: A large sign bids one welcome 
to the Green Acre Bahci'i School which 
was blessed in 1912 by a visit from the 
Center of the Covenant, 'Abdu'/
Bahd. 

household, and, above ail, to put at its 
head a great Mother-Heart, capable of 
advising and guiding them. Into this 
beautiful home I want to bring the 
young girls from twelve to fifteen, 
who, through ignorance and lack of 
understanding, are facing motherhood 
with thoughts only of the disgrace 
about to come upon them. I want to 
teach these children their obligations to 
the unborn child, and how to mend the 
broken threads of life. I want to build 
some cottages in the orchard, which 
shall be consecrated homes for men 
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and women who are childless,-homes 
in which infants who are friendless 

_ foundlings can be taken and trained by 
the most spiritual kindergartners, until 
they are ready for the Monsalvat 
School. I want also to receive into each 
of these homes at least one aged person 
to be prepared for the large life to be 
ventured upon, land to teach the chil
dren reverence for age. 

.. I am planning industries that may 
give employment to these different 
classes of people, that all may share in 
maintaining the common life. Is this 
not enough for one band of workers to 
found and systematize as object lessons 
for all others?" 3 

The early development of Green 
Acre posed difficulties and problems, 
particularly financial problems, for 
Miss Farmer and others involved in the 
enterprise, and she was not always in 
good health. In 1900, while aboard 
ship en route to Europe on a trip to 
benefit her health, Miss Farmer heard 
about a great spiritual Figure, 'Abdu'l
Baha, Who was at that time a prisoner. 
She changed her plans, traveled to the 
Holy Land, there met 'Abdu'l-Baha, 

In this photograph, taken August 17, 
1912, the Master, 'Abdu'I-Bahti, is 
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was profoundly moved by the experi
ence, and became a Baha'i. After her 
return to America, Baha'is began to 
visit Green Acre and to participate in 
the programs. Notable among them 
was the great Baha'i teacher and 
scholar, Mirza Abu'I-FaQI. 

Sarah Farmer wrote a number of let
ters to 'Abdu'l-Baha and received at 
least 28 Tablets in return. She may 
have written such a letter expressing 
further thoughts about the proposed 
Monsalvat School in the fall or winter 
of 1901, as indicated in a portion of a 
Tablet from the Master addressed to 
her: 

"In regard to the school which thou 
didst think of and its organization: I 
ask God that thou shouldst become 
confirmed in it with all order and com
mand. But now it is necessary first TO 
organize the Cause of God in those 
countries; then, order and preparation. 
Therefore arise, through a power from 
God, in organizing the Cause of 
God-that is, the diffusion of the fra
grances of God, promotion of the 
Word of God and heralding unto the 
nations and peoples with a pre-existent 

power the appearance of the Most 
Great Sun. " • 

What had Sarah Farmer written to 
'Abdu'l-Baha that brought this re
sponse? How had her thoughts about 
Monsalvat and Green Acre changed af
ter she became a Baha'i? 

A few years later, the issue arose of 
the possibility of the erection of a 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar (Baha'i House of 
Worship) on Monsalvat. But by that 
time steps already were being taken to
ward the eventual erection of a Mash
riqu'l-Adhkar in the Chicago area (the 
present Baha'i House of Worship in 
Wilmette). In 1907, 'Abdu'l-Baha de
clared in another Tablet to Sarah 
Farmer: 

He is God! 
"0 thou favored maid-servant in the 

Threshold of the Almighty! 
"Thou art always in my memory and 

before my eyes. I am aware of thy ser
vice to the Kingdom of Abha, and I 
day by day seek and beg for more con
firmaTions in Thy behalf; and I am as
sured that thou shalt be enabled to 
render great services. And a 'Mashrik
ul-Azkar' (i.e., Baha'i' Temple of 
Worship) shall necessarily be built 

. -

shown as He strolled the grounds aT and American friends. 
Green Acre with several of the Persian 



upon Mon'salvat (literally, • 'Mount of 
Peace"), but a little patience is needed. 
I have written Jenabi Khan in detail 
concerning this, and he shall certainly 
explain it to you. It is our purpose that, 
God willing, thou wilt attain to that 
which is your utmost wish. " ~ 

This Tablet, the original of which is 
in the U.S. National Baha'i Archives in 
Wilmette, was translated by 'Ali-Kuli 
Khan on October 26, 1907. Mr. Khan, 
who undoubtedly was the "Jenabi 
Khan" referred to by the Master, ex
plained in a letter of the same date that 
was attached to the original Tablet and 
his translation in the Archives: 

.. In my Tablet, our Lord 
says:-'You had written concerning 
the building of Mashrik-El-Azkar on 
Monsalvat:-this thought is very excel
lent and opportune, and it is certain 
that ere-long it shall be built;-and this 
is an irrefutable matter!' " (i.e., the 
building of the Temple on Monsalvat is 
an irrefutable matter).6 

Mr. Khan explained further that in 
his Tablet from 'Abdu'I-Baha it was 
stated that since efforts already had 
been made in Chicago for three years 
toward the eventual erection there of a 
Mashriqu'I-AdhUr, the building of a 
second Temple would be impractical at 
that time owing to a lack of funds.' 
Mr. Khan continued: 

"Then He (' Abdu'I-Baha) goes on to 
say how for years the believers insisted 
upon undertaking the erection of the 
Temple at Askabab (sic), and how He 
waited for fifteen years and did not be
gin, until He had raised funds enough 
to push on the building without inter
ruption.-The point _is the believers in 
this country must see that first one 
Temple is built before they start on 
another; and this is true since we all 
know how lack of funds would make it 
impossible to (1) do otherwise.-Then 
He ends my Tablet by saying that 'Es
pecially (the building of the Baha'i 
Temple) on Monsalvat which is the 
gathering place of all nations:-I am in 
this thought; God willing We shall 
secure the means, and you shall engage 
(in building it).' ,,8 

In 1912 'Abdu'I-Baha made His his
toric journey to the United States and 
Canada. The Master came to Green 
Acre from Dublin, New Hampshire, in 
an automobile brought for Him by Al
fred E. Lunt9 and was at Green Acre 

from August 16 to August 23. 
" .. Day and night, He was occupied 

in virtually endless discussions with in
dividuals who sought His presence and 
in speaking with larger groups on 
topics as diverse as the interests of the 
people present. Mal}mud noted, on 
August 17: 'many of the fortune-tell
ers, spiritualists and ascetics, came 
there (to Green Acre) every year to 
spread their superstitious views. The 
address of the Beauty of the Covenant 

' ... 'Abdu'I-Bahli turned to 
Mrs. Edwards and said, "You 
may tell Miss Farmer that her 
visions and ideals of Monsalvat 
will be realized. I do not give this 
as a prophecy, it is already a 
fact." , 

('Abdu'I-Baha) demolished and de
stroyed their cobwebs of superstitions. 
They were checked to such a degree 
that some of these imposters who in 
previous years delivered lectures con
trary to the Cause of God, now came 
to His Holy Presence, bowed before 
Him and expressed repentance.' " 10 

At that time Sarah Farmer was ill 
and confined to a sanitarium in Ports
mouth, New Hampshire. But she was 
able to spend a few happy hours with 
'Abdu'l-Baha at Green Acre. While at 
Green Acre, the Master visited the 
Monsalvat site. Mahmood Eben Is
mail, author of the Book of Wonderful 
Signs, a first-hand account of 'Abdu'l
Baha's travels in the West, explained in 
his narrative of August 21: 

"In the afternoon He ('Abdu'l
Baha) went to the house of Mrs. Ives. 
When a number of the friends had 
gathered, He went with them to the hill 
of Monsalvat. As soon as He arrived, 
about four hundred persons in unison 
and modulation sang the song of His 
Praise. He addressed this gathering on 
the necessity of founding the school for 
the investigation of religions which 
Miss Farmer had desired to found on 
that mountain. A photograph of this 
gathering was taken. 

"This gathering was marked with a 
burst of enthusiasm, ardor and a 
strong attraction which seemed to draw 
all hearts. The day was auspicious." 11 

Unfortunately, no detailed record of 
this particular talk by 'Abdu'I-Baha 
has yet come to light. 

On that same day 'Abdu'I-Baha 
walked with a group of people on 
Monsah'at and described where the 
House of Worship and its accessories 
would be located. 12 Key people to 
whom we turn for first-hand informa
tion are Alfred E. Lunt, who later be
came secretary of the National Spiri
tual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
United States and Canada, and Ivy 
Drew Edwards. a Baha'i of good re
pute according to inquiries made by 
this writer. 

Ivy Drew Edwards evidently wrote at 
least three detailed accounts of that 
auspicious event on Monsalvat, all of 
which are basically consistent with 
each other but differ in certain minor 
details. 13 This is one of her eyewitness 
accounts: 

.. Abdul Baha arrived at Green Acre 
on a Friday in August 1912 and the 
first time that Ivy Edwards saw him 
was the first night that he was here ... 

"After he finished speaking at the 
top of Monsalvat, he came down to 
take the carriage, and as he came 
down, Miss Farmer's secretary Celia 
Richmond (of North Adams, Massa
chusetts) came up to Mrs. Edwards and 
said, 'Miss Farmer would want to have 
me ask Abdul Baha go to these places 
that she felt were sacred on Monsalvat' 
and asked her if she would ask Abdul 
Baha if he would go. Then Mrs. Ed
wards asked him if he would go and he 
said 'Yes.' Mrs. Edwards realized that 
Abdul Baha could not walk all that dis
tance so she asked Parry Tobey if he 
would drive him and he said he would 
and then Abdul Baha entered the car
riage with the two interpreters, Ahmad 
and Fareed. 

"Those who walked around with the 
Master were Fannie M. Morse, Mar
garet Klebs, Julia Culver, Fred Lunt, 
Celia Richmond, Ivy Edwards. He 
drove as far as the old well, then he dis
missed the carriage. He walked from 
there to the beach (sic) grove and paus
ed at the beach (sic) grove and offered 
a prayer, near a large boulder. Then he 
walked through several fields, talking 
as he went, waving his hands, first to 
the right and then to the left, as he talk
ed, returning just below where the peo
ple were gathered. Dr. Leroy's car was 
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there waiting for him. Then he turned 
and asked Mr. Lunt to take a photo
graph of them. While he was taking the 
photograph, Mrs. Edwards was think
ing about Miss Farmer's ideals and vis
ions about Monsalvat and Abdul Baha 
turned to Mrs. Edwards and said, 'You 
may tell Miss Farmer that her visions 
and ideals of ~onsalvat will be rea
lized. I do not give this as a prophecy, 
it is already a fact.' Mrs. Edwards did 
not understand the Master's statement 
that it was not a prophecy, but a fact, 
so she asked J ana be Fazel in 1920 when 
he was here about it and he explained 
to her the buildings were already erect
ed on the plane of reality (that is why 
so many have seen them in visions 
through the years)." 14 

Alfred E. Lunt, also an eyewitness, 
wrote not only about the Mashriqu'l
AdhkAr on Monsalvat, but of the 
"great institution of learning" that 
would be built, as decreed by 'Abdu'l
Baha, near it. Significantly, this was 
included in his "Report of the Secre
tary of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of the United States and 
Canada-1931-32" : 

"We can never forget the Master's 
prophetic saying, when He stood on 
Mount Salvat, in Green Acre, and defi
nitely pointed to the spot where the sec
ond Mashriqu'I-Adhkar in America 
would be built, and beside it, the great 
institution of learning. These projects, 
He said, were ordained matters." I~ 

In connection with Alfred Lunt's 
reference to "the great institution of 
learning" on Monsalvat, other re
spected Baha'is including Horace Hol
ley, Louise Boyle, 'Ali-Kuli Khan, and 
Ivy Drew Edwards wrote about a "uni
versity" or "BahA'i university" or "in
ternational university" or "spiritual 
university" or "university of the high
er sciences" or "great university" on 
Monsalvat. 16 The term "university" 
evidently was inferred from a state
ment made by 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

A further account of the future of 
Green Acre and Monsalvat as envis
aged by 'Abdu'l-Baha was offered by 
William H. Randall, one-time adminis
trator at Green Acre, in 1922: 

"When I was in Haifa in 1919, Ab
dul Baha talked to mo about Green 
Acre and requested that I do all I could 
to keep the foundation of Green Acre a 
living issue because He told me that 
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The friends gather for another exciting 
session at the Sarah Farmer Inn, one of 
the landmarks that Baha'{s through the 

someday Green Acre would be the Ac
ca of America and would be the great
est spiritual center in America for the 
gathering of all peoples. When there in 
1912, He went to the top ofMt. Salvat, 
which is a part of the Green Acre prop
erty there, and He told us that on this 
spot a great Mashreq'ul-Azkar would 
be built and that the whole hill would 
be covered with institutions of learn
ing, science, and religion, and to im
press us with the importance of this 
Center, He said already it had been 
created and was not a prophecy alone 
and 'the Mashreq'ul-Azkar hung low 
over that place.' " 17 

After 'Abdu'l-Baha's visit to Green 
Acre, Sarah Farmer was taken from 
the sanitarium, where she had suffered 
for several years under poor condi
tions, to her home in Eliot, Maine. 
Before her passing in 1916, she 

" ... prayed that Green Acre might 
live and flourish and become the great 
educational and spiritual center that 
Abdu'I-Baha predicted for it, a Center 
of advanced service, a flag of peace, a 
torch of higher education and a king
dom of unity, the dwelling place of 
God's approval." 18 

Sarah Farmer's physical remains 
were buried in Eliot. But the spirit of 
her great hopes and vision for Mon
sal vat and Green Acre live on. 

The beloved Guardian, Shoghi Ef
fendi, described Monsalvat as 
" ... that spot blessed by 'Abdu'l-

years have come to appreciate and to 
love during visits to the Green Acre Ba
hd'l School in Maine. 

BaM ... " 19 During his years as 
Guardian, the vision of a great univer
sity or institution of learning at Green 
Acre and Monsalvat continued. About 
1936, Glenn A. Shook, a notable Ba
ha'i scholar and writer, submitted 
plans for the establishment of a college 
at Green Acre. In his reply through his 
secretary, the Guardian explained: 

"Now with reference to your plans 
for the establishment of a BahA'i col
lege: the Guardian has carefully read 
and considered the views and sugges
tions you have expressed. While he 
views with favour your idea of found
ing such an educational institution in 
so important and promising a center as 
Green Acre he nevertheless feels that 
the whole plan is too big an enterprize 
for the American believers to under
take at present, when both their num
bers and their resources are compara
tively so limited. He thinks it now quite 
premature for them to launch them
selves into such experiments which do 
not only require continued and con
siderable financial support, but also a 
good number of competent and experi
enced educationalists. The resources of 
the Community are obviously too lim
ited to allow it to take such a step, par
ticularly in these exceptionally hard 
and trying times." 20 

Through the years to the present, 
conscious attempts have been made oc
casionally to develop Green Acre to
ward a Baha'i university. But it has 



always seemed that the time was not 
yet ripe for more than a few prelimi
nary actions. We can recall with a smile 
'Abdu'l-Baha's gentle reminder to 
Miss Farmer that "a little patience is 
needed." 

The splendid future of Monsalvat 
and its environs may also be envisaged 
through an understanding of the na
ture of a Baha'i House of Worship and 
its ancillary structures, including in
stitutions of learning such as univer
sities and colleges, and the various 
other means through which Baha'i uni
versities and colleges may be estab
lished.21 These include the evolution of 
Baha'i summer schools, summer
winter schools, institutes, and similar 
institutions toward university status; 
the alteration of Baha'i schools offer
ing formal education, such as sec
ondary (high) schools; the possible 
evolution of such educational pro
grams as Baha'i con ferences or 
teaching classes; possible evolution 
from such humble circumstances as the 
establishment of a Baha'i home; and 
other possibilities that are not yet en
visaged. 22 

In the case of Monsalvat, there is, 
first, no doubt that a magnificent 
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar will become its 
great crown. Where, in the Writings of 
'Abdu'l-Baha or the books and letters 
of Shoghi Effendi, specific mention of 
accessories or dependencies of Mash
riqu'l-Adhkars is given, colleges or 
universities are quite often included.23 

For example, 'Abdu'l-Baha declared in 
a Tablet: 

'The Temple is the most great foun
dation of the world of humanity and it 
hath many branches. Although the 
Temple is the place of worship, with it 
is connected a hospital, pharmacy, pil
grims' house, school for the orphans, 
and a university for the study of high 
sciences. Every Temple is connected 
with these five things . ... The Temple 
is not only a place for worship; nay, it 
is perfect in every way. " 2. 

Thus, strong additional evidence ex
ists that there must be a university or 
great institution of learning on Mon
salvat, but that it should become an in
tegral part of the organic whole: a 
complex of institutions of social service 
whose focal point is the Mashriqu'l
Adhkar. The planners of the future can 
draw inspiration from the guidance of 

'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi, and 
from the ideals of Sarah Farmer, for 
the development of that powerful or
ganism. 

Second, the great institution of 
learning on Monsalvat has, in a sense, 
been in the process of establishment 
ever since that day a short time after 
the passing of Baha'u'llah when Miss 
Farmer's thoughts led to the founda
tion of Green Acre, for, by 1913, it had 
come under the control of Baha'is and 

'. . . He told us that on this spot 
a great Mashreq'ul-Azkar would 
be built and that the whole hill 
would be covered with institu
tions of learning, science, and 
religion, and ... He said al
ready it had been created and 
was not a prophecy alone . . .' 

eventually achieved its present status as 
a Baha'i school. As explained by the 
Guardian, such Baha'i institutions of 
learning as Green Acre" ... bid fair to 
evolve into the Baha'i universities of 
the future." 2~ Thus, as Green Acre 
develops and prospers, the day of reali
zation of the glory of the Mount of 
Peace will be drawn ever closer. 

Baha'is all over the world share the 
hope expressed by 'Abdu'I-Baha for 
Green Acre during His historic visit to 
that memorable spot in -1912: 

"Are you well and happy? This is a 
delightful spot,· the scenery is beautiful 
and an atmosphere of spirituality halos 
everything. In the future, God willing, 
Green Acre shall become a great 
center, the cause of the unity of the 
world of humanity, the cause of 
uniting hearts and binding together the 
east and the west. This is my hope. " 26 
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Hawaii 

Sixth Agnes Alexander A ward given 

The Baha'i community of Hawaii 
celebrated its 81 st anniversary last De
cember 26 with a banquet at which the 
sixth annual Agnes Baldwin Alexander 
Award for service to humanity was 
presented to Dr. Kenneth Pike Emory, 
senior anthropologist at the Bishop 
Museum in Honolulu. 

About 125 people including many 
distinguished guests attended the ban
quet at the Princess Kaiulani Hotel in 
Honolulu. The annual event is spon
sored by the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Hawaiian Islands and its 
human rights arm, NAHBOHR. 

'Life of devotion' 
The Agnes B. Alexander Award was 

presented to Dr. Emory by Judge Betty 
M. Vitousek, who was the first re
cipient of the award. 

The citation on the award to Dr. 
Emory reads in part: 

"Dr. Kenneth Pike Emory has dis
tinguished himself by his many con
tributions to science and by an out
standing life of devotion to his work 
and to community service ... he is 
recognized as the father of modern ar
cheology in the Pacific ... Dr. Emory 
is a pioneer in the field of Hawaiian an
thropology and archeology .... As 
the author of more than 150 mono
graphs, articles and reports, he has 
made the world more knowledgeable 
of the people of the Pacific and of their 
heritage ... The world is better be
cause of his life and the knowledge he 
has brought to it of its past; particu
larly in bringing to the people of Poly
nesia ~ return of their heritage." 

Principal speaker at the banquet was 
Paul R. Pettit of Portland, Oregon, 
who has been a member of the Aux
iliary Board in the U.S. since 1970. Mr. 
Pettit spoke on "Security for a Failing 
World." 

The master of ceremonies was Tracy 

Hamilton, chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Hawaiian Is
lands. who welcomed those attending 
and presented a brief summary of the 
Baha'i Faith and of the Agnes Baldwin 
Alexander award, named in honor of 
the late Hand of the Cause of God who 
introduced the Faith to Hawaii in 19O1. 

Entertainment consisted of Ha-

Judge Betty M. Vitousek (center) pre
sents the 1982 Agnes Baldwin Alex
ander A ward for service to humanity 
10 Dr. Kenneth Pike Emory (right), 
senior anthropologist at the Bishop 
Museum in Honolulu, as TracJ' Hamil
ton, chairman of the National Spiritual 
Assemb(y of the Hawaiian Islands, 
looks on. The sixth annual award ban-

waiian dances by Kapo'e Wahine Ona
ona. 

Among the special guests were three 
former recipients of the Alexander 
Award: Judge Vitousek, Mrs. Gladys 
A. Brandt, and Albert K. Sing. 

Other guests were from the staff of 
the Bishop Museum. 

quet, sponsored by the National Spiri
tual Assembly of the Hawaiian Islands 
and its human rights arm, NAHBOHR, 
was held last December 26 at the Prin
cess Kaiulani Hotel in Honolulu. Dr. 
Emory, who is now 85 years old, spent 
60 years working with the Bishop Mu
seum. Judge Vitousek is the first re
cipient of the Alexander A ward. 
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The world 

Many enrolled in 2 Honduras campaigns 

Two hundred twenty-four people, 
most of them members of the Jicaque 
Indian tribe. were enrolled in the Faith. 
about 20 villages were opened, and two 
Spiritual Assemblies composed of in
digenous Baha'is were formed as the 
result of a five-day teaching campaign 
last December 18-22 in the mountain
ous interior of the Department of 
Yoro, Honduras. 

"Project \\'anita George," named in 
honor of an American who has been a 
pioneer in Honduras for more than 20 
years, followed closely the recent visit 
to Honduras by the "Camino del Sol" 
(Trail of Light) teaching team com
posed of Native American Baha'is 
from North America. 

Members of the teaching team were 
Auxiliary Board members Barry Smith 
and WiIIiam Stover; Jhemhm Stover, a 
member of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Honduras; and Keith Book
walter. 

"Never before," said one team 
member, "had we felt so much like 
mere 'harvesters' reaping the fruits of 
the sacrifices of those who had gone 
before us to prepare the way." 

Two of the new Baha'is are Jicaque 
chiefs. One of them, a highly respected 
chief of one of the largest Jicaque 
tribes, gathered together on short no
tice many of his widely scattered peo
ple for a Baha'i public meeting. 

After this chief and more than 70 of 
his 700-member tribe had declared 
their belief in BaM'u 'lIah, he said he 
would build an open-sided meeting hall 
so that more of his people could learn 
about God's new Revelation. 

If If If 

Results of the recently completed 
"Rising S~n" teaching campaign in 
Honduras include the enrollment of 
409 new Baha'is, the strengthening of 
seven Local Spiritual Assemblies, and 
the development and training of 35 Ba-
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ha'i teachers. 
Twenty-four deepening sessions and 

16 public meetings were held during the 
project. Eight children's classes were 
established, and prayers and quota
tions from the Writings of Baha'u'llah 

Bahamas 

The Hon. Kendal Nottage (left), min
ister of youth, sports and community 
affairs for the Bahamas, is greeted by 
Shamsi Sedaghat, a member of the ,'-a
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Ba
hamas, during his visit last June 12 to a 
Baha'I' booth at the Woman '82 Trade 

Italy 
Baha'is from 40 localities in Italy 

and from six other countries attended 
the Italian Baha'i Summer School in 
mid-September held in the Calabrian 
region of the country. 

Participants came from the islands 
of Sicily, Sardinia, Capri, Ischia and 

were translated from Spanish into the 
Paya language. 

Publicity included two hours of 
radio interviews and presentations of 
Baha'i literature to local authorities. 

Fair and Exhibition in Nassau. Mr. 
Nottage, who spent some time at the 
booth listening to a brief presentation 
on the Faith, offered his help in assur
ing the smooth passage of the Faith's 
incorporation when the measure is pre
sented to the Bahamas Parliament. 

Lipari. 
Speakers at the school, which was 

dedicated to the memory of the Great
est Holy Leaf. included Counsellor 
Erik Blumenthal and three Auxiliary 
Board members. 



Samoa 

The Hand of the Cause of God Ugo 
Giachery (left) notes progress on con
struction of the Baha'{ House of Wor
ship near Apia, Western Samoa, dur
ing a brief visit to Samoa following his 
attendance at the International Baha'{ 
Conference last September 2-5 in Can
berra, Australia. The man at the right 
is not identified. 

New Zealand 
Contact between the Baha'i commu

nity of Whangarei, New Zealand, and 
the local Quaker community resulted 
from a Baha'i-sponsored prayer meet
ing honoring the martyrs in Iran. 
Among those who attended was a 
Quaker who was attracted to the Faith. 

The Baha'is were invited to attend a 
Quaker worship service after which the 
friends invited the Quakers for lunch 
and a unity feast at the Baha'i Center. 

The Quaker guests at the Center 
were so impressed by an introductory 
talk on the Faith that they requested a 
copy of it for possible publication in 
their national magazine. 

The visitors remarked especially 
about the diversity of race and na
tionality in the Baha'i community and 
expressed their gratitude for the estab
lishment of friendly relations between 

Alaska 
Jones Wongtillon, a Baha'i from 

Nome, Alaska, who is a counselor in a 
state program dealing with the prob
lems of alcoholism, has been gi\'en 
three awards for his contributions by 
three public organizations including 
the state legislature. 

Mr. Wongtillon was cited for his ser
vices as a counselor and for program 
development in the Norton Sound re
gion of Alaska. 

the Baha'i and Quaker communities. 
.. .. .. 

"Women: Past, Present and Fu
ture" was the theme of a day-long wo
men's conference held recently in Patu
tahi, New Zealand, that was attended 
by 32 people including four non-Ba
ha'is. 

Organized under the direction of the 
Hawkes Bay Regional Teaching and 
Development Committee, the confer
ence included presentations on "wo
men in religious history," "Khadijih 
Bagum," "women attaining their 
birthright," "the role of women in the 
Baha'i community," and "women: 
where do we go from here?" 

Also included were presentations on 
the lives of the Hands of the Cause of 
God Amelia Collins and Clara Dunn. .. .. .. 

Three Baha'is representing two Ba
ha'i communities in Manawatu, New 
Zealand, spoke recently about the 
Faith to a class of about 20 students at 
Massey University in Palmerston 
North. 

The three Baha'is told students in a 
religious studies class about their own 
backgrounds and why they were at
tracted to the Faith, then spent an hour 
answering questions. 

At the end of the cordial inter
change, some of the students invited 
the friends to join them for refresh
ments and to continue the li\Oely dis
cussion. 

Zambia 
More than 80 Baha'is including rep

resentati\'es of 26 Local Spiritual As
semblies in Zambia attended a deepen
ing course last October 9-17 at the Ba
ha'i Teaching Institute in Mwinilunga. 

The deepening program, designed 
for chairmen and secretaries of Local 
Assemblies, was held in conjunction 
with a youth conference and child edu
cation institute. 

Speakers at the deepening included 
Auxiliary Board member Vahid Bam 
and Joel Chitafu, a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Zambia. 

Topics for consultation included Ba
ha'i laws, duties of Local Spiritual As
semblies and their divine origin, teach
ing, prayer, the Fast, the Nineteen Day 
Feast, and the role of Auxiliary Board 
members and their assistants. 

Border teaching also was discussed 
along with the need for homefront pio
neers. Se\'eral of those present offered 
to become homefront pioneers to vari
ous locations in northwestern Zambia. 

During an evening campfire session, 
Mr. Bam told the story of Mulia J:Iu
sayn and Quddus and how their sacri
fices had led them to find and recog
nize the Bab. The story led to questions 
that lasted until midnight. The youth 
then took up their drums and home
made guitars and played and sang until 
dawn. 
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Fiji 

Twenty Baha'i youth in Lomaivuna, 
Fiji, who have started small-scale 
farms on their parents' land conducted 
a tour of their projects last December 
10 for Ministry of Agriculture offi
cials, other area farmers, and reporters 
during a field day program sponsored 
by the Bahli'i community of Lomai
vuna. 

The youth began their projects more 

Sixteen-year-old Pita Taubale, the 
youngest member of a group of 20 Ba
ha'i youth who formed a club and be
gan a variety of farming projects more 
than a year ago, sits in front of his one
acre ginger plantation in Lomaivuna, 
Fiji, that was visited by Ministry of Ag
riculture officials, other area farmers, 
and reporters during a day-long field 
trip last December 10. The project was 
reported in a two-page article in The 
Fiji Timesfour days after the field trip. 
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than a year ago when they formed a 
Bahli'i youth club that is registered 
with the Ministry of Youth and Spon. 

The field day visit to the several 
farming projects was reported in a two
page article in the December 14 edition 
of the Fiji Times. The article, ac
companied by six photos, mentions the 
fact that the young men are all Baha'is. 

"Within seven months," the article 
says, "they had a goat farm going, a 
fish pond with 100 carp, a poultry busi
ness with 160 chickens, a ginger farm 
of one acre, and dalo and cassava plan
tations on land that was once jungle." 
The youth also have beehives and a 
small pig farm. 

During the field day program, two 
representatives from the Ministry of 
Youth and Sport gave talks about what 
they had seen and were extremely posi
tive about the youth club's achieve
ments, saying that future projects 
would receive top priority if aid was re
quested. 

EI Salvador 
Six Bahli'is from El Salvador who 

had attended the Baha'i International 
Conference in Quito, Ecuador, shared 
their experiences with the friends in EI 
Salvador during a special conference 
August 22 that had the dual themes of 
a National Teaching Conference and 
"The Spirit of Ecuador. " 

More than 300 Bahli'is attended the 
gathering, which was held at the Club 
de Caminos, a short distance from San 
Salvador, the nation's capital. 

Nuku Waisu (right), one of 20 mem
bers of a Baha'l youth club who began 
a variet), of farming projects on their 
parents' land in Fiji more than a vear 
ago, shows Fiji agriculture office; Te
\'ita Korodrau (center) the plans for a 
waste disposal unit on his goat farm in 
Lomaivuna. Mr. 1-Vaisu, ..... ho is a mem
ber of the National Spirilual Assemb(v 
of the Fiji Islands and of the National 
Teaching Committee, joined other 
youth club members in conducting a 
tour of their projects last December 10 
during a day-long field trip by officials 
of the .\1inistry of Agriculture. other 
area farmers, and reporters. 

Greenland 
Lise Quistgaard Raben. secretary of 

the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Denmark, visited Sisimiut. Nuuk and 
Qaqonoq, Greenland, during a four
week teaching trip last summer. 

Besides conducting teaching insti
tutes, Mrs. Raben made herself avail
able at open house meetings each even
ing that were attended by many people. 
She contacted a journalist from the 
Cultural Department of Danish radio 
and was cordially received by the mu
nicipal director of Nuuk and the mayor 
of Qaqortoq. 

In the mayor's absence, the muni
cipal director of Nuuk accepted Baha'i 
books in Greenlandic and Danish and 
expressed special delight in receiving 
the Danish translation of Baha'u'/Iah 
and the New Era. remarking that he 
had not been able to find enough in
formation to satisfy his interest when 
he first learned that a Baha'i Summer 
School was to be held in Sisimiut. 

"The difficulties of traveling to and 
within Greenland are immense," wrote 
Mrs. Raben, "due to the great dis
tances and the need to travel by heli
copter or ships whose schedules are dis
rupted frequently by adverse wea
ther ... 

"Much work, devoted work, has 
been done for the Faith in Greenland 
by former and present pioneers and 
resident believers." 



Papua New Guinea 

Shown are members of the first local 
all-girl teaching team of Papua New 
Guinea who compose and perform 
songs with Baha'f themes. These active 
young teachers, some of whom are sec
ond generation Baha'is, are (left to 
right) Jenny Homerang, Thelma Lun
deng, Rose Elias, Lingling Hosea, and 
Poigo Willie. 

Germany 

Pictured is a part of the Baha'i exhibit 
at the International Book Fair held last 
October 6-11 in Frankfurt, Germany, 
at which the publications of the Baha'i 

Twenty Baha'i publishers from 17 
countries including Baha'i Verlag, the 
Baha'i Publishing Trust of Germany, 
participated last October in a large dis
play at the Frankfurt International 
Book Fair. 

The large and attractive stand de
voted to Baha'i literature was situated 
at the entrance of the general exhi
bition on the theme "Religion." 

Publishing Trust of Germany and 19 
other Baha'i publishers in 17 countries 
were displayed. . 

The National Teaching Committee 
and the Spiritual Assembly of Frank
furt collaborated in organizing an ef
ficient system of placards and stands, 
and sponsored a series of well-attended 
public meetings at which talks on the 
Faith were presented. 

"From every point of view," wrote 
one observer, "this Fair was a great 
proclamation success." 

Frank and Agnes Sheffey, a retired 
couple from the United States who pio
neered to Guyana, made 130 presen
tations last year of their experiences 
there to Baha'i communities in 27 
states and in Toronto, Canada. 

An estimated 1,700 Baha'is saw the 
program during the Sheffeys' tour last 
January through July. The presenta
tion was made with the thought that 
more Baha'is might arise to pioneer if 
they could glimpse the richness of the 
life of a pioneer. 

The presentation included filmed in
terviews with 50 enthusiastic and dedi
cated American, Canadian, British and 
Persian pioneers in ~15 countries and a 
taped "call to pioneering" by. the 
Hand of the Cause of God William 
Sears. 

The Sheffey's seven-month tour was 
made with the approval of the U.S. In
ternational Goals Committee and was 
welcomed by Local Spiritual Assem
blies. 

Inspired by the presentation, a Ba
ha'i in Glens Falls, New York, visited 
Guyana and participated in a lO-day 
teaching effort that resulted in the en
rollment of 426 new Baha'is. 

About 10 per cent of those who saw 
the presentation expressed a desire to 
pioneer or to travel and teach. 

The Sheffeys already are making 
plans to pioneer again. 
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Pakistan 
Sixty non-Baha'i women and 20 chil

dren participated last October 4 in a 
Baha'i Women's Conference organized 
by the National Ladies Committee and 
held at the Baha'i Center in Quetta, 
Pakistan. 

Among the participants were the 
wife of the vice~chancellor of Baluchi
stan University; wives of judges, doc
tors and university lecturers; and 
school headmistresses and teachers. 

Talks centered on the Teachings of 
Baha'u'lIah, the equality of men and 
women, and child-rearing and educa
tion based on the Baha'i teachings. 

The children sang and presented a 
drama on unity. Refreshments were 
served, and copies of Baha'i pamphlets 
and Bahd'u'l/dh and the New Era were 
distributed. 

• • • 
The Baha'} Youth Committee of Ka

rachi, Pakistan, arranged a well-at
tended speech contest that was held last 
September 15 at the Baha'i National 
Center in Karachi. 

Prizes were given to the best speak
ers. The program was so successful 
that it was decided to hold similar com
petitions every three months. 

• • • 
United Nations Day was observed 

last October 24 in many localities in 
Pakistan. 

In Karachi, the guest speaker at a 
public meeting held at the Baha'i Na
tional Center was a representative of 
the UN Economic and Social Council 

France 

Shown are participants in the French 
Bahd'i' Summer School held last Au
gust in Lorient, Bretagne, on the coun
try's west coast. A special guest at the 
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(UNESCO). Among the many non-Ba
ha'i guests was the Thai consul. 

More than 50 non-Baha'is attended 
the UN Day observance at the Nawab
shah Baha'i Center where the speakers 
included Auxiliary Board member 
Shamsheer Ali and four non-Baha'i 
professors. 

• • • 
A memorial service for Auxiliary 

Board member A.c. Joshi was held 
last September 10 at the Baha'i Na
tional Center in Karachi, Pakistan. 

Two days before the meeting, which 
was arranged by the Spiritual Assem
bly of Karachi, an article about Mr. 
Joshi's life appeared in many of the 
English, Urdu and Gujarati daily news
papers. These articles included in
formation about the memorial service. 

Participants in the memorial pro
gram included Justice Nasiruddin, 
president of the Karachi Bar Council, 
and many advocates and lawyers who 
paid tribute to Mr. Joshi. 

* * * 
A week of proclamation last No

vember 6-12 in Karachi, Pakistan, was 
described as "one of the most suc
cessful teaching projects ever arranged 
by the Baha'i community of Karachi." 

Groups of Baha'is proclaimed the 
Faith to 85 prominent physicians and 
surgeons, 44 heads of educational insti
tutions, more than 50 school and col
lege teachers, 28 renowned lawyers, 
and more than 100 other prominent 

school was Dr. Leo Niederreiter, a 
member of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors in Europe. 

people including government officials, 
United Nations representatives, bank 
managers, newspaper editors, and ra
dio and television executives. 

Meanwhile, other Baha'is were busv 
with individual teaching activities tha"t 
included holding many firesides. 

The week ended with a large recep
tion at the Baha'i National Center in 
Karachi that was attended by about 
350 non-Baha'i guests including Syed 
Saeed, the advocate-general of Sind 
Province, who was a guest speaker. 

The reception marked the anniver
sary of the Birth of Baha'u'lIah; the 
50th anniversary of Baha'i Hall, the 
National Center in Karachi; and the 
60th anniversary of the establishment 
of the Spiritual Assembly of Karachi. 
The reception was publicized in local 
newspapers and with 700 printed invi
tations. 

On the same day, an exhibit of Ba
ha 'j books at the Center attracted 
many interested seekers. 

South and West Africa 
Two hundred twenty-seven adults 

and 30 children gathered last Sep
tember 19 in Johannesburg, South 
Africa, to hear reports of the Baha'i 
International Conference held last Au
gust in Lagos, Nigeria. 

The Johannesburg gathering, itself 
an international conference, was 
graced by the presence of the Hand of 
the Cause of God William Sears who 
read the message to the Lagos Con
ference from the Universal House of 
Justice. 

Also among those .present were 
Counsellors William Masehla and Ba
hiyyih Winckler, nine Auxiliary Board 
members, and Baha'is from several 
countries in Africa. 

The program included the presenta
tion of slides from the Lagos Con
ference, a talk on the life and station of 
the Greatest Holy Leaf, a message 
from the House of Justice to con
ferences in southern Africa, and pre
sentations by the Counsellors and 
members of the Auxiliary Board. 

Mr. Sears closed the conference with 
a tribute to the radiant spirit of the 
Greatest Holy Leaf. 



Nigeria 

Shown are some of the Bahli'is who 
staffed crbooth last November 12-20 at 
the first International Trade Fair in 
Enugu, Anambra State, Nigeria. Back 
row (left to right) are Michael Fordu, 
an assistant to the Auxiliary Board 
from Cameroon; A uxiliary Board 
member Mr. Okafor; Das Bornoh, an 
Auxiliary Board member in Malaysia 
who now lives in Ghana; and Andy 
Okoro, a member of the Spiritual 
Assembly of Enugu and the Anambra 
State Teaching Committee. Front row 
(left to right) are Don Addison of 
Nsukka, an assistant to the Auxiliary 
Board; Glenda Kimerling, a pioneer 
from the U.S. to Nsukka; Mbah 
(Thomas) Acho from Cameroon; and 
Sherrie Sawyer, a pioneer from the 
U.S. to Nsukka. Twenty-five visitors 
to the booth declared their belief in 
Bahli 'u 'Illih. 

More than 5,000 people learned of 
the Faith last November 12-20 during 
the first International Trade Fair in 
Enugu, Anambra State, Nigeria, and 
25 visitors to the Baha'i booth at the 
fair declared their belief in Baha
'u'Bah. 

The booth was staffed by Baha'is 
from area communities including Enu
gu, Nsukka and Ngwo along with Ba
ha'is from Cameroon, Sierra Leone, 
Malaysia, Iran, the United Kingdom 
and the United States. 

The Baha'i Faith was the only re
ligious community represented at this 
first Anambra State Trade Fair. Vis
itors to the Baha'i booth included the 
governor of Anambra State, the Hon. 
James Ifeanyichukwu Nwobodo; 20 
clergymen of various Christian denom
inations; two government commission
ers, and a magistrate court judge. 

When the governor entered the Ba
ha'i booth on the opening day of the 
fair, accompanied by his aides, rep
resentatives of the Spiritual Assembly 
of Enugu presented him with Baha'i 
literature and answered questions. 

When the governor asked where the 
Baha'is in Enugu meet, he was told 
that for five years the friends have tried 
without success to obtain permission 
for land for a Baha'i Cel1ter. 

The governor advised the Baha'is to 
write again, adding that he would see 

to it that permission would be forth
coming. 

One of the visitors who signed a dec
laration card, a police officer from 
Lagos, had learned of the Faith at the 
Ikeja (Lagos) Trade Fair three weeks 
earlier. 

* * * 
Iheanyi Okwakpam, a Baha'i youth 

from Ibadan, Nigeria, who is an as
sistant to the Auxiliary Board and pres
ident of the Baha'i Club at the Uni
versity of Ibadan, has been elected 
president of that university's branch of 
the World University Service, a pres
tigious, non-political organization with 
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. 

The World University Service, with 
membership composed of faculty and 
students from many universities, is 
concerned with ensuring that univer
sities playa role in contributing to so
lutions of world social problems. It is 
committed to resisting all forms of ex
ternal pressure that hinder freedom in 
teaching, learning and research. 

The organization awards scholar
ships and is affiliated with special 
agencies including the United Nations 
Organization (UNO) and UNESCO. 

* * * 
As a result of a week-long teaching 

trip by eight Baha'is from five coun
tries last summer to Urhobo tribal 
areas in Bendel State, I\igeria, 255 peo-

pie including 32 youth declared their 
belief in Baha'u'ilah and five new 
Local Spiritual Assemblies were 
formed. 

In Ajauwini, those who were inter
ested in learning about the Faith came 
in from the farms at twilight to hear 
the message of Baha'u'llah. Forty
seven adults and 14 youth then em
braced the Cause. 

The team of Baha'is was granted an 
audience with the tribal king, His 
Highness the Avieof Ughara, and four 
chiefs. After the friends explained 
what it was they were teaching, the 
Avie expressed his. admiration for the 
Faith and wished the Baha'is success. 

One chief, a Christian, after accept
ing the Faith, asked if he could travel 
with the Baha'is to help them teach in 
the next village. 

Mauritius 
A week of intensive teaching activity 

in memory of Bahiyyih Khanum, the 
Greatest Holy Leaf, was carried out 
last July 10-17 by aB Local Spiritual 
Assemblies and regional committees in 
Mauritius in observance of the 50th an
niversary of her passing. 

Local Assemblies in Mauritius held 
memorial gatherings July 15, and an 
island-wide commemoration of her 
passing was held July 18 at the Mau
ritius Baha'i Institute. 
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World Centre 

House of Justice occupies permanent Seat 

TO THE FOLLOWERS OF BAHA'V'LLAH 
IN EVERY LA~D 
WE BOW OCR HEADS IN INFINITE GRATITUDE TO 
THE BLESSED BEACTY FOR HIS ALL-EMBRACING 
CONFIRMATIONS E:\ABLING HOUSE JUSTICE OC
CUPY ITS SEWL Y CONSTRUCTED PERMANENT 
SEAT. THIS AUSPICIOUS EVENT SIGNALIZES ANO
THER PHASE IN PROCESS FULFILMENT SAILING 
GOD'S ARK ON MOUSTAIN OF THE LORD AS AN
TICIPATED IN TABLET CARMEL, WONDROUS 
CHARTER WORLD SPIRITUAL AND ADMINISTRA
TIVE CENTRES FAITH BAHA'U'LLAH. 
THIS HIGH POINT HISTORY STRUGGLING FAITH 
NOW EMERGING FROM OBSCURITY, THIS CRU
CIAL HOUR SUFFUSED WITH UNTOLD POTENCIES 
GENERATED BY SOL'L-STlRRlNG SACRIFICES BE
LOVED BRETHREN IRAN, MARKED BY VISIT MEM
BERS HOUSE JUSTICE TWIN HOLY SHRINES AND 

FIRST GATHERING COC~CIL CHAMBER TO
GETHER WITH HANDS CAUSE AMATU'L-BAHA 
RUtliYYIH KHANUM • ALi-AKBAR FURUTAN AND 
COUNSELLOR MEMBERS INTERNATIONAL 
TEACHING CENTRE TO OFFER PRAYERS HUMBLE 
THANKSGIVING. 

LET ALL REJOICE. LET PRAISES ANCIENT BEAUTY 
RESOUND. MAY UNRELENTING EFFORTS FRIENDS 
EVERYWHERE HASTEN ADVENT THAT DA Y WHEN 
WONDROUS POTENTIALITIES ENSHRINED IN TAB
LET CARMEL WILL BE Ft.:LL Y REVEALED AND 
WHEN FROM GOD'S HOLY MOUNTAIN, AS EN
VISAGED BELOVED GUARDIAN, WILL STREAM 
FORTH RIVERS OF LAWS ASD ORDINANCES WITH 
ALL-CONQUERING POWER AND MAJESTY. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
FEBRUARY 1, 1983 
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Haiti 

Anis Zunuzi Baha'i School is dedicated 

The Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'I-Baha RUQiyyih Khanum pre
sided last October 20 at the official in
auguration ceremony for the Anis Zu
nuzi Baha'i School in Lilavoix, Haiti. 

About 600 people witnessed the his
toric event, among whom were three 
members of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors in the Americas-Dr. Far
zam Arbab (Colombia), Carmen de 
Burafato (Mexico) and Ruth Pringle 
(Panama)-and all the members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Haiti. 

Government notables included the 
special representative of His Excellency 
Jean-Claude Duvalier, the president of 
Haiti; His Excellency the Canadian 
Ambassador, Howard Singleton; the 
director general of Haiti's Ministry of 
Education; the director general of vo
cational training; two members of Par
liament; and the mayor, chief of po
lice, and municipal officials of the city 

The Hand of the Cause of God Ama
lu'I-BaM RulJfyyih KMnum plants an 
orange tree during ceremonies last Oc
tober 20 marking the official dedica-
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The ceremony . . . marked the 
end of a five and one-half month 
journey for Amatu'I-Baha Ru
~iyyih Khanum that covered 
more than 30,000 miles and took 
her to more than 85 Baha'i com
munities. 

of Croix de Bouquets. 

Also present were several Auxiliary 
Board members; the school's architect, 
Dr. Iraj Majzub of Miami, Florida; its 
headmaster, Hans-Jiirgen Thimm; and 
Baha'is from a dozen countries in
cluding Belgium, Canada, Colombia, 
Mexico, Panama and the United 
States. 

The ceremony coincided with the an
niversary of the Birth of the Bab and 

tion of the Anfs Zumizl BaM'l School 
in Lilavoix, Haiti. About 600 people 
were present for (he event. 

marked the end of a five and one-half 
month journey for Amatu'l-Baha Ru
Qiyyih KMnum that covered more than 
30,000 miles and took her to more than 
85 Baha'i communities. 

The colorful event began at thn.e 
o'clock in the afternoon when Ama
tu'I-Baha RUQiyyih Khanum was 
greeted at the gate by a marching band 
and presented with flowers by some of 
the school children, who were dressed 
in their lovely school uniforms. 

The Hand of the Cause was then ac
companied by local officials to the 
school building for a flag-raising and 
ribbon-cutting ceremony, after which 
she helped plant an orange tree on the 
grounds. 

The large crowd then moved indoors 
for a presentation of songs by the chil
dren and talks by Amatu'I-BaM Ru
I)iyyih Khanum, local officials and Mr. 
Thimm. In her remarks, the Hand of 
the Cause pointed out that Baha'is be
lieve in and uphold the divinity of 
Christ, the oneness of God, and the 
brotherhood of man. She emphasized 
that the school is open to children of 
every background and denomination. 

Afterward, she met with the rep
resentative of the president and other 
officials, and everyone was served re
freshments and entertained in the 
school courtyard by the marching 
band. 

The Anis Zunuzi School, named for 
the young companion of the Bab who 
shared His martyrdom, first opened its 
doors in 1980. The cost of its con
struction, which totaled about 
$300,000, was donated by a Baha'i 
family in Belgium. 

The school presently holds classes at 
the kindergarten and elementary levels. 



The Ants Zunuzi Baha'i School in Lilavoix, Haiti, near the capital city of Port-au-Prince 

Plans are under way to add a variety of 
trade courses, from bee-keeping and 
sewing to woodworking, welding and 
agriculture. 

A tutoring program has begun in 
which local youth are trained as tutors 
and return to their villages to set up 
classes in basic reading, writing and 
trade skills. It was found that many of 
the "developmental" programs estab
lished in poor countries like Haiti train 
young people who then take those new 
skills and leave their villages-either to 
go to larger cities or, if they can, to 
other countries. 

The Zunuzi program is specifically 
designed to try and keep the educa
tional development and newly learned 
skills in the villages where they are 
most needed. 

As a part of their regular studies, the 
children at the school have a class in 
religion, once a week, which includes 
lessons about all the world's major re
ligions-taught from a Baha'i perspec
tive. In addition, there is a Baha'i 
children's class each Sunday after
noon, as well as an adult deepening 
class once each week. These classes are 
taught by Mattie Thimm, the wife of 
the headmaster, who also teaches three 
Baha'j children's classes a week in vil
lages near the school, helped by some 
of the local youth. 

For some of the children, these 
classes are the only education they 

A Baha'i children's class in the vii/age 
of Lathan, Haiti, conducted by Mally 
Thimm (standing at right), a pioneer 
from the United STaTes who is the wife 

receive. They learn Baha'i prayers and 
songs, have a brief lesson, and at the 
end of the class, color a picture. The 
children receive points for attendance 
and are given a small prize when 50 
points are earned. 

On another level, an outreach pro
gram has begun with the implemen
tation of a non-formal educational 
program for rural development 
through pre-school and family educa-

of Hans-Jurgen Thimm, principal of 
the An{s Zunuzi Bahd'i School in Lila
voix. 

tion. This program, a collaborative ef
fort of the National Spiritual Assem
blies of Canada and Haiti, aims to en
list 10 to 15 trainees who are to teach at 
three to five pre-school and family edu
cation centers in surrounding villages. 
It is made possible by a direct grant 
from the Canadian International De
velopment Agency (CIDA) through the 
Canadian Embassy in Haiti. 

A larger CIDA-sponsored activity 
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would help to improve the lot of people 
in the area by using the school as an 
educational resource center. During 
the two-year project, programs and ac
tivities would be held in the villages 
and at the school, leading to an ex
change of students and staff and the 
sharing of results between the Haitian 
project and those of a similar nature in 
neighboring countries of the Caribbean 
and Latin America. 

In addition to its use as an academic 
center, the Zunuzi School is used regu
larly by the National Spiritual Assem
bly for Baha'i purposes. The 1981 and 
1982 National Conventions were held 
there, as well as an institute on the 
functioning of Baha'i communities co
sponsored by the National Spiritual 
Assembly and Auxiliary Board, prayer 
sessions, deepening classes, a Winter 
School and other activities. 

The school also serves as a post for 
the National Malaria Eradication Ser
vice and has a public fountain with 
potable water for the local population, 
some of whom walk miles to collect 
and carry water to their homes. 

The school's influence has spread as 
far as Florida where Haitian-born Ba
ha'is are being galvanized in their 
teaching work in the southeastern part 
of the state as a direct result of the ex
istence of the school. Slide programs 
about the school's construction and the 
inauguration ceremonies have been 
shown in the Baha'i communities of 
Central Dade County and Belle Glade, 
and have proven to be an effective 
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means of interesting the media and 
public officials who are concerned with 
the problems experienced by Haitian 
refugees to the U.S. 

Thus, the Anis Zunuzi Baha'i School 
in Haiti bids fair to exercise a great and 

The Hand of the Cause of God Ama
tu'I-Bahd Rul}{yyih Khdnum prepares 
to address the audience during the 
dedication ceremony last October 20 
for the Ams Zunuzi Bahd'i School in 
Lilavoix, Haiti. The school, which was 
built in four years at a cost of about 
1300,000, is named for the young com
panion of the Bdb who shared His mar
tyrdom in 1850. 

growing influence upon the lives and 
education of young people, Baha'i and 
non-Baha'i alike, in that land in which 
illiteracy is a grave social problem. 

-Jeannie H. Robinson 

Zunuzi School Board of Directors named 
Responding to a recommendation from the Universal House of Justice, 

the National Spiritual Assembly of Haiti recently appointed an interna
tional Board of Directors for the Anis ZunUzi Baha'i School at Lilavoix. 

The board, whose members are CounseUor Farzam Arbab, Dr. Nabil 
Hanna, Benjamin Levy, Dr. Iraj Majzub and Georges MarceUus, held its 
first meeting January 21-22 in Haiti's capital city, Port-au-Prince. 

The House of Justice envisages that the board will develop the institution 
to its fuUest capacity, increase the dissemination of information about the 
school, and oversee its financial and program development and its use for 
Baha'i functions. 

Situated in an area hitherto deprived of educational facilities, densely 
populated, largely rural and economicaUy poor, the school already is gain
ing a splendid reputation among the local inhabitants for its high edu
cational standards and the character-building courses that are being incor
porated into its curriculum. 

The cost of the entire school complex was underwritten by a dedicated 
Baha'i family whose members wish to remain anonymous, setting in motion 
what wiU develop in the future into a Baha'i university. Although the largest 
part of the school's management expenses also is taken care of by the same 
generous family, for the modest sum of $18.00 a year (U.S.) Baha'is can 
sponsor one student at the school, with that sum covering tuition and 
administrative costs. 

The school hopes to fulml the wish of the beloved Gua,rdian with respect 
to Baha'i educational institutions: "Let them, freely and without charge, 
open the doors of their schools and their higher institutions for the study of 
sciences and the liberal arts, to non-Baha'i children and youth who are poor 
and in need." (Bahd'( Education: A Compilation, U.S. Baha'i Publishing 
Trust, Wilmette, 1977, p. 59) 



Haiti 

Development of the Anis Zunuzi School 

Some seven miles south of Port-au
Prince, the capital city of Haiti, a 
school complex is being completed. 
The story of how the school came to be 
is one of great human interest, sacrifice 
and achievement. 

To begin with, the entire cost of 
land, construction and furnishings, to
taling about $300,000, was donated by 
a single family living in Belgium who 
gave their life savings for this humani
tarian and philanthropic venture. 

This family, whIch does not wish to 
be named, is composed of a couple 
with children working about 14 to 16 
hours a day in an import/export busi
ness to keep the flow of money for the 
school going. 

The family visited Haiti about five 
years ago and was exposed to the ab
solute poverty of the country in general 
and to the grim fate of rural children in 
particular. Its members felt impelled to 
do something to help these people, and 
the idea of a school in which to teach 
the rural children reading, writing and 
some trades was the option they se
lected. 

It was also decided that they would 
donate the school to the Baha'is of 
Haiti to administer once it was com
pleted. However, since the local Baha'i 
community in that country does not 
have the financial means to carry out 
such a responsibility, the major part of 
the yearly cost of operating the school 
also was underwritten by the donors. 

The school has been under construc-

This article outlining the back
ground and development of the Ams 
Zunuzi Bahti '( School in Lilavoix, 
Haiti, was written by the school's arch
itect, Dr. Iraj Majzub of Miami, Flo
rida. Dr. Majzub, an expert in rural 
construction, is· chairman of the de
partment of construction at Florida In
ternational University. 

The project was conceived as a 
means of helping people help 
themselves. From every point of 
view, it is an act of generosity 
and service. The school is open 
to everyone. Tuition is 53 per 
month, while the cost per stu
dent runs about 515 per month. 

tion for the past four years. During 
that time the writer, in his capacity as 
architect, clients' voice, controller of 
costs, and member of the executive 
council for the creation, development 
and implementation of academic pro
grams at the school, has visited Haiti 
on a regular basis. 

The process of completing such an 
extensive project with so few resources 
has been an unusual but rewarding ex
perience, one which needs to be shared 
because it involves a significant under
taking by a relatively small group of 
people for the good of a larger number 
who have had the misfortune to be 
born in poverty and despair, and is an 
example to be followed by others of us 
who live in more affluent conditions to 
work for the betterment of the condi
tions of life for the needy. 

What makes this undertaking even 
more interesting is the fact that it was 
done without any fanfare, for ordinary 
people by ordinary people. It went be
yond the barriers of racial or national 
prejudice and was not done for self
glorification or personal gain. 

The project was conceived as a 
means of helping people help them
selves. From every point of view, it is 
an act of generosity and service. The 
school is open to everyone. Tuition is 
$3.00 per month, while the cost per stu
dent runs about $15.00 per month. 

Inspired by the example of the dedi-

cated family which donated the funds 
for the school, the writer volunteered 
to prepare the drawings and specifica
tions, and to negotiate and carry out 
the task of construction. In return, he 
was given a free hand by the donors to 
design the school and to use whatever 
construction methods he deemed suit
able. 

Several other people, all of whom 
are Baha'is, donated their time and ef
forts in various capacities to help as
sure the success of the project. 

The architect, who had been advo
cating the idea that new architecture in 
the developing countries should be bas
ed on the development of traditional 
construction techniques in a particular 
country and should use available local 
materials and techniques in a rational 
or optimum way, saw in the project a 
unique opportunity to test the validity 
of these principles in lowering the cost 
of construction while upgrading its 
quality. 

Included in the over-all project was 
the construction of a kindergarten, an 
elementary school and technical school 
for about 500 students, a residence for 
the principal, and other such amenities 
as a lecture hall/library, a home for the 
aged, and a dispensary on 10 acres of 
property. Its first phase was the con
struction of the kindergarten, elemen
tary and technical schools with an area 
under construction of about 15,000 
square feet. 

Technical aspects 
Research into construction costs in 

Haiti (1978) showed that, depending 
upon the degree of finish, costs varied 
from $120 to $300 per square meter 
($11-$28 per square foot) under normal 
conditions. 

The land on which the school was to 
be built had a low bearing capacity to 
approximately 2.5 meters (8 feet) be-
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low ground level, which would increase 
the costs. 

Although the sponsors had not 
placed any restrictions on the total cost 
of the project or its budget, a goal of 
not exceeding $]00,000, or about $83 
per square meter ($8 per square foot) 
of construction was set for the first two 
buildings in ] 909. 

Not only had the sponsors given the 
architect an absolutely free hand in 
making any and all design decisions, 
they also had expanded his authority to 
allow him to make any decision that 
would affect the cost of the project. He 
had become not only their represen
tative in matters of design, but also the 
sole agent authorized to negotiate on 
their behalf. No contract (owner/arch
itect) was signed; all was done through 
phone calls and a verbal agreement. 
The only necessary restriction was cost 
control. 

As the architect, the challenge was 
simply to act with full authority and to 
apply all (or most) of the ideas I have 
been associated with, or have advo
cated, for the past 20 years, in areas of 
low cost building and architecture to 
obtain results that would be both ac
ceptable to the sponsor and in keeping 
with his expectations while completing 
an architectural project that would 
satisfy me and respond to the needs of 
the locality, all at low cost. 

Obtaining background 
information 

One of the essential steps in lowering 
costs is to investigate the traditional 
construction techniques of the locality 
and adapt what is good in the new con
struction. Naturally, the use of local 
materials and labor results in econo
mies in all areas. In developing coun
tries, however, the element of famili
arity with construction materials and 
the availability of low cost labor play 
an even more important role. 

The architect, whose previous ex
perience in Haiti was limited to the de
sign of some additions to a 60-year-old 
building in Port-au-Prince that was re
novated for use as the Baha'i National 
Center in that country, had observed 
that most rural buildings there are 
shacks built of sticks and adobe
wood frame structures with mud walls 
and thatched roofs. This kind of struc
ture is quite cheap due to the fact that 
materials are picked up from surround-
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Haitian children form lines and march 
toward the Anis Zunuzi Baha'i School 
for its dedication ceremony last Dc-

ing sites and labor is practically free. 
But such structures, with their inade
quate foundations and construction 
methods, are extremely dangerous in a 
country that is directly in the path of 
major hurricanes every year. 

On the other hand, the better rural 
and urban structures in Haiti use ma
sonry for walls and timber for the 
floors and roof. Use of local timber in 
Haiti is not a practical idea. Most tim
ber structures, due to inadequate treat
ment or preservation, have rotted and 
are infested with termites. Therefore, 
the use of local wood at the school was 
ruled out, and the question of roofing 
material and the selection of an ade
quate structure for the buildings had to 
be resolved. 

The main problem in Haitian con
struction seemed to lie in roof con
struction. Although metal roofs and 
asbestos sheets are available and rela
tively cheap, neither appeared suitable 
for the project, owing to their short life 
span and poor acoustical qualities. An 
alternative economical roofing system 
had to be found. 

Building in the rural area created 
some other problems too. Inadequate 
roads, the lack of a trained local labor 
force, the absence of electric power to 
run equipment, and the lack of clean 
water for mixing cement were all part 
of a set of restrictive conditions that 
had to be taken into consideration. 

tober 20. Classes at the school are pres
ently held at the kindergarten and ele
mentary levels. 

Design and construction 
From the points of view of design 

and construction, the Anis Zunuzi pro
ject has been highly innovative with a 
multitude of special features to help 
make it appropriate to the needs of an 
underdeveloped area. 

Most of the construction techniques 
are extremely simple. Although the 
bulk of the construction is of cement 
block, tie beam and columns, the 
methods used did not require any par
ticular mechanical devices. All labor 
was carried out by neighborhood la
borers. Carpenters and masons were 
trained on the job for certain specific 
activities, which resulted in major 
economies in total construction costs. 
Some on-the-job prefabrication was 
carried out, perhaps for the first time 
in that country. Roofing was built with 
prefabricated beams, with special ce
ment block in-fill and a topping of ce
ment; a new method of scaffolding was 
devised to expedite construction time. 

The use of imported materials was 
avoided to the extent possible so that, 
with the exception of the wiring ana 
some piping, even the bathrooms were 
specially designed to respond to local 
custom and were built in-place, all of 
which resulted in economies of 30 tQ 50 
per cent below the standards in the 
country while the quality is among the 
best. 

The architectural design took into 
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consideration the climatic conaitions in 
the area and was conceived to act pas
sively for climatic control of usable 
spaces: large overhangs around the 
buildings; high ceilings with pitched 
roof oriented in a manner to attract 
prevailing winds; the use of screen 
blocks instead of windows-all are a 
part of this concept, and have resulted 
in comfort level temperatures during 
all times of the day (about 15 to 20 
degrees below the outside temperature 
at noon, for example). 

The landscaping has been designed 
to further improve this condition. 
However, the trees are not yet fully 
grown and planting has not been com
pleted. 

The site plan also is unique. Nine 
walks or paths lead to a central area 
that is destined in the future to become 
the location of a central lecture hall 
and library. The elementary and tech
nical school are located at the far end 
of two main Walkways. In the future, it 

is planned that a home for the aged and 
a dispensary be built at the far end of 
two other walkways. Although on the 
master plan the focal center of the 
complex is the lecture hall and library, 
each of the buildings will have its own 
independent access to the main country 
roads. 

International cooperation 
Another interesting aspect of this 

project lies in its use of human re
sources. Individuals from many parts 
of the world have been involved and 
have contributed to the success of the 
project and its future service to the 
Haitian community. 

For example, a Texas-based artist 
designed a large mural in glazed tile 
that was carried to Haiti and installed 
in the central courtyard of the school. 
A graphic artist in Miami helped with 
the graphics. A local stone mason 
spent two months at the site training 
the laborers, and himself built some 

-
Above: Children in a class at the Ams 
Zunuzi Baha'i School in Lilavoix, 
Haiti. Left: The international Board of 
Directors of the Zunuzi School with 
principal Hans-Jiirgen Thimm (third 
from right). From left to right are Ben
jamin Levy, Nabil Hanna, [raj Maj
zub, Mr. Thimm, Counsellor Farzam 
Arbab, and Georges lvfarcellus. 

stone walls. A mechanical engineer 
I from Canada worked as a job super
visor; an Englishman was responsible 
for cost control and general super
vision during the final phase of the 
work. 

The school's principal is German
born with a bachelor's degree in 
mathematics. His wife. an American 
with a master's degree in public ad
ministration. teaches English and looks 
after the kindergarten students. A 
young French-Canadian woman 
teaches first year courses. while several 
Haitians are involved in various capa
cities in teaching and in the technical 
school. 

Effects of the project 
The innovative features of the pro

ject have made it an example to follow 
in that country. The Minister of Agri
culture has shown an interest in apply
ing some of its features in other rural 
schools to be built in Haiti. The engi
neer for the project. who works for the 
Ministry of Public Works. has received 
several requests to build similar struc
tures in other parts of the country. 

Perhaps most important has been 
the school's effect on the neighboring 
area. During the past four years. the 
development of this rural area has been 
phenomenal. Workers have applied 
skills learned on the job to their own 
homes and construction. Several small 
structures have been completed that. in 
one form or another. replicate the con
cepts used at the school. Several homes 
have used the kind of screen used in the 
project; others have built toilets and 
septic tanks that are identical. In this 
regard. the wish of the sponsors has al
ready come true. They have positively 
and without any doubt helped to im
prove the life of the people in that area 
in a physical sense. 

The degree to which the school will 
affect the population of the region as a 
learning institution is not yet meas
urable. although it can easily be seen 
that a change is under way. 
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Bolivia 

License for Radio Baha'i is approved 

More than two years of arduous ef
fort on the part of many Baha'is in Bo
livia were amply rewarded January 6 
when the president of the Republic of 
Bolivia, Dr. Hernan Siles Zuazo, sign
ed legislation authorizing the instal
lation and operation of a Baha'i radio 
station in the provincial capital of 
Caracollo, Department of Oruro. 

The culmination of this important 
stage of the Bolivian Baha'i commu
nity's plans for a radio station thus 
brings to the point of reality a long
cherished dream and makes possible 
another link in the growing chain of 
Baha'i radio stations running the 
length of the "backbone" of South 
America, the Andes Mountains. 

Government approval of the radio 
frequency followed two frustrating and 
time-consuming attempts by a special 
committee of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Bolivia to secure it prior 
to Dr. Siles' inauguration in October 
1982. The committee twice was re
buffed by previous military regimes 
whose unfavorable statements in reply 
t(1 the applications only added to the 
difficulties of any future endeavors to 
obtain a license. But, mindful of Baha
'u'llah's promise that "should anyone 
arise to aid the triumph of our Cause, 
him will God render victorious though 
tens of thousands of enemies be 
leagued against him," the radio com
mittee redoubled its efforts. 

At the time of President Siles' taking 
office, representatives of the National 
Spiritual Assembly sought a courtesy 
visit with him. That interview, how
ever, was delayed for several months 
owing to the president's busy schedule. 

In the meantime, especially in the 
capital city of La Paz, Baha'is were 
hard at work trying to interest the new 
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constitutional government in the Ba
ha'i radio plans. Through a friendship 
between Minister of Transportation 
and Communications Hernando Pop
pe and a Baha'i, the minister be
came aware of the project and express
ed his great interest. Accepting a din
ner invitation at the home of a Baha'i 
family in La Paz, Sr. Poppe reiterated 
his enthusiasm toward the proposed 
station and promised to help in any 
way he could to assure the establish
ment of a Baha'i radio station in Bo
livia. 

A new application was filed, but its 
approval by relevant government agen
cies and finally by the president himself 
rested largely upon a favorable recom
mendation by Bolivia's attorney gen
eral, especially in view of the adverse 
memoranda attached to previous appli
cations by former governments. Since 
the attorney general's review of such 
cases and his subsequent opinions 
carry great weight, it was vital that he 
not be negatively influenced by com
ments made in the past. A Baha'i in La 
Paz, a lawyer who knows the attorney 
general personally, promised to speak 
to him. Her efforts resulted in an ex
tremely favorable recommendation, 
and the application was forwarded for 
ministerial approval. 

At about the same time, the National 
Spiritual Assembly issued an appeal to 
the Baha'is of Bolivia to pray for the 
success of the project, and soon com
munities throughout the country began 
prayer campaigns for that purpose. 
Other Baha'is with close ties to prom
inent people continued to foster cordial 
relations and to spark interest in the 
radio project. 

On January 4, the National Spiritual 
Assembly was informed that, in re
sponse to its request for an interview, 

the president would be delighted to re
~eive a delegation of Baha'is that same 
afternoon. A special committee con
sisting of members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly and its National 
Radio Committee, Baha'is who are 
prominent socially and professionally 
in La Paz, and a representative of the 
indigenous Baha'is of Bolivia gathered 
at the presidential palace to pay their 
respects to Dr. Siles. 

The six-member Baha'i group, wait
ing its turn to see the president, was 
told there would be a slight delay due 
10 the arrival of the minister of Trans
portation and Communications, Sr. 
Poppe, who was to consult with Dr. 
Siles. On finding that the Baha'i dele
gation was there, Sr. Poppe greeted 
them cordially, asking the purpose of 
their visit and the progress of the new 
application for the Baha'i radio sta
tion. The friends explained that the 
papers had reached his ministry for 
signing but that they had received no 
further information about them. Sr. 
Poppe immediately inquired about the 
application, and finding that every
thing was in order, promised that he 
would secure a license for the station. 
He then excused himself to confer with 
the president, and upon returning as
sured the Baha'is that Dr. Siles would 
sign the application the following day. 

A second delay occasioned by a tele
\ision interview with Dr. Siles also 
proved valuable. Among the television 
crew was an acquaintance of one of the 
members of the Baha'i delegation, and 
after a brief conversation between 
them, TV time for a program about the 
persecution of Baha'is in Iran was ar
ranged, the same program that several 
months before had been rejected by 
television officials as too controversial. 

Immediately afterward, the Baha'is 
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Dr. Hernan Siles Zuazo (center), the 
president of the Republic of Bolivia, is 
shown during a meeting January 4 with 
a delegation of Baha'is who paid their 
respects to the new president. Present 
at the meeting were (left to right) Mrs. 
Molly Landivar, one of Bolivia's first 
Baha'is; Valentin Quispe, a member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly; Ehsa
nollah Rezvani, chairman of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly; President 
Siles; Johnny Albarracin, a member of 
the Bahd'i National Radio Committee; 
Mrs. Ana Albarracin, a member of the 
National Public Relations Committee; 
Herminia Castro, a member of the Na
tional Radio Committee; and Dr. Ho
racio Torres, secretary minister to the 
president. Two days after the meeting, 
Dr. Siles signed a resolution author
izing the installation and operation of a 
Baha'i radio station in Caracollo, De
partment of Orura. 

were conducted to the president's of
fice where Dr. Siles received them 
warmly. Also present was the secretary 
minister to the president. Ehsanollah 
Rezvani, chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, explained to Dr. 
Silas the purpose for the visit as well as 
the aims and purposes of the Faith, its 
non-political character and universal 
outlook. The president listened atten
tively and manifested his gratitude for 
the Baha'i community's expression of 
goodwill. 

The delegation then broached the 
subject of the radio application, em
phasizing its educational and cultural 
character and its intended service to the 
people of Bolivia, especially the in
digenous population. President Siles 
replied that "the Baha 'j religion is very 
much respected," adding that many of 
its tenets coincide with the aims of his 
government. He assured the delegation 
that if the application for a Baha'i 
radio station was in proper legal order, 
permission would certainly be granted. 

The interview, which had developed 
into a cordial and informal meeting, 
then drew to a close. The delegation 
presented Dr. Siles with three books: 
Foundations of World Unity, Call to 
the Nations, and Baha'u'llah and the 
New Era, which he accepted with great 
appreciation. As the Baha'i delegation 

took its leave, one of the members ask
ed the president to convey best wishes 
to her aunt Teresa, the First Lady. Dr. 
Siles, overjoyed to learn that this Ba
ha'i was a niece of his wife, embraced 
her warmly and kissed her on the 
cheek. 

Two days later, as Dr. Siles had 
promised, he signed the presidential 
resolution authorizing the General Ad
ministration of Telecommunications to 
grant a license to the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Bolivia for the installation 
and operation of a radio station in 
Caracollo. The announcement later 
was carried on the national television 
network and published iIi the country's 
principal newspaper. 

The National Radio Committee is 
now seeking a site in Caracollo for the 
construction of the station, as well as 

additional land for an auxiliary deep
ening and training institute, and build
ing designs are being considered. Re
cently, representatives of the commit
tee were warmly received by the mayor 
of Caracollo and a number of local of
ficials who, honoring them with a sur
prise luncheon, expressed the commu
nity's enthusiastic anticipation of the 
establishment of Radio Baha'i. So ar
dent was their desire to support the 
project that they offered to donate mu
nicipal lands for the purpose, which 
the committee had to tactfully decline. 

It is interesting to note that Cara
collo, a small town on the high, barren, 
windswept Bolivian altiplano, has one 
of the state's rural teachers colleges 
and will now also host the school of 
agronomy of the University of Bolivia 
at Oruro. 
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Special report 

'Fut~re of radio' looks brighter than ever 

Will radio some day be the means of 
transmitting the Baha'i message to mil
lions of listeners at a time? Will it be a 
new and vaster teaching medium 
through which the principles of Baha
'u'lIAh will infuse the world? I believe 
it will. 

Surely in this age of unity, as pro
claimed by BahA'u'lIAh, the Divine 
Educator has brought not only the 
Book but the means of promulgating 
it. If the Baha'i teachings are for all 
peoples they must reach all peoples and 
there is no other medium today where
by human thought can be so easily 
molded as through radio. Even the 
printed word must suffer in com
parison for it lacks the intimacy and 
conviction of the voice, and wide 
though the circulation of some particu
lar publication may be it cannot pos
sibly reach so many persons in a given 
time. 

Surely such a powerful instrument 
for the influencing of humanity could 
not be destined to serve solely as a 
means of selling produce or of pur
veying entertainment. The discerning 
must recognize in radio a divine in
strument designed for a divine pur
pose, obscure though that purpose may 
be at this time. 

Through the enormous success 
achieved by manufacturers through 
this method of advertising, radio has 
naturally given more and more time to 
commercial broadcasts, necessarily 
cutting down on the purely educational 

With Baha'i radio stations now es
tablished in Ecuador and Peni and re
cently approved in Bolivia and the 
United States, this article by Shirley 
Warde entitled "A New Future for Ra
dio, " which is reprinted from The Ba
ha'i World, Vol. VI (1934-36), pp. 
725-27, seems as timely today as it was 
farsighted then. 
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If the Bahs '. teachings are for all 
peoples they must reach all peo
ples and there is no other me
dium today whereby human 
thought can be so easily molded 
as through radio. Even the 
printed word must suffer in 
comparison . . . 

programs that were more frequent dur
ing the early days of radio history. 
Sponsors have in turn sought only to 
entertain their listeners, feeling that 
this was the surest way of getting an 
audience for their commercial storv. 
The result has been that radio h~s 
seemed stopped at this point, the only 
apparent progress being the production 
of more lavish entertainment. 

But the fall of 1935 brought a pro
gram that opened up a new vision and 
will, I believe, influence the entire 
future of radio broadcasting. 

By the grace of BahA'u'llAh, I was 
privileged to be one of those responsi
ble for this program. From a germ of 
an idea that came across my desk ~t the 
Columbia Broadcasting Company the 
conception of a program dedicated to 

World Peace came into being, grew 
and was developed. After securing the 
co-operation of World Peaceways, a 
non-profit, non-political organization 
for peace education which has been do
ing splendid work for this cause, we 
selected the sponsor we felt should be 
most interested, although everyone 
told us that no advertiser would invest 
in an ideal, and went to work to sell 
our idea. 

That E.R. Squibb & Sons, manufac
turing chemists, and their advertising 
agency, Geyer-Cornell & Newell, im
mediately saw the timeliness of this 
program and the tremendous possi-

bilities of capturing the attention of the 
American p~blic on an issue that was 
of paramount importance was a matter 
of keen business judgment. But that 
they should be willing to risk the large 
sums involved in broadcasting in a pro
gram which by its very nature would 
forbid any direct selling of merchan
dise and the sales results of which 
would depend entirely upon the good 
will the program might promote was a 
decision that took rare courage and 
sincere devotion to the cause they 
sought to promote. The results have 
more than justified that decision. 

"To Arms! For Peace!" at this writ
ing in its eighth week over a coast to 
coast Columbia network, has received 
sensational acclaim and has started an 
entirely new trend in radio programs. 

Let me quote a few of the press com
ments as an example of what the na
tion's radio critics have had to say: 

The Women's National Radio Com
mittee reports: "By unanimous opin
ion this is the best radio program which 
has ever been staged and it would ex
haust all our adjectives to do justice to 
it. " 

"This peace program is one of the 
most forward advances in constructive 
education by radio that has come 
across the air." 

"To radio this striking union of 
business and humanitarian effort may 
be more important than whether 
World Peace ways can keep America 
out of the threatened European con
flict. " 

"Radio could not be put to a worth
ier purpose ... If you missed the first 
broadcast don't miss the next. If you 
heard the first program you won't miss 
the next." 

"A most effective show ... The 
sponsor is to be congratulated and 
thanked for the splendid reticence that 
keeps all commercial talk away from 
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the precious half-hour of tim.! avail
able." 

In addition hundreds of papers 
throughout the country have given the 
program editorial space and have writ
ten columns about it. 

The half-hour itself is designed to 
appeal as high-grade entertainment; at 
the same time forcefully putting across 
its message. Against a background of 
large symphony orchestra and chorus 
we present each week a guest star from 
the operatic and concert stages, such as 
Lucrezia Bori, Jascha Heifetz, Richard 
Bonelli, Rosa Ponselle, Lotte Lehman, 
Albert Spaulding, Jose Iturbi and 
many others. Each week there is a 
guest speaker. These have been natio
nal figures, Senator William A. Borah, 
General Hugh S. Johnson, Ruth Bryan 
Owen, Professor Robert A. Millikan, 
Senator Gerald P. Nye, Alfred E. 
Smith among others. Here, on what is 
termed the "Forum" these prominent 
persons present his or her view on 
peace, commenting on what steps we 
should take toward this goal or what 
mistakes we are making. Many in
teresting and varied opinions have been 
expressed exposing all sides of the 
question for the benefit of enlightened 
public opinion. 

In each program there is also a short 
dramatic sketch, either an original 
written for the program by the world's 
leading authors, or an adaptation of 
some famous play or book dealing with 
the war question. These sketches are 
our main plea for peace as they present 
in dramatic form and from the human 
angle the horrors, the futility and the 
suffering of war. Some depict the ago
nies of the actual battIe front, others 
the tragedy of those left at home, still 
others showing the cruelties, the self
ishness and greed that go into the mak
ing of war. We have chosen stories of 
many nations, of French soldiers, Ger
man, Austrian, American, English, so 
that listeners may realize that mankind 
is one, living and dying in the same 
way, and that individuals, be they 
friend or enemy, are all mere pawns in 
the hands of those who make wars. 

In our music, too, we have tried to 
cultivate the international heart, show
ing music as a common language which 
all people can understand, of whatever 
race, creed or nationality they may be 
and pointing out that if in music we 

can find a basis of understanding, why 
not in life? 

These are the educational factors of 
the program and the entertainment val
ues. In addition there is a practical fea
ture which, we hope, may prove of real 
influence in forcing America to exert 
even greater efforts to maintain the 
peace of the world. 

In over forty thousand drugstores 
throughout the United States the firm 
of E.R. Squibb & Sons has placed a 
pledge known as the "World Peace
ways" pledge. Listeners are asked to 
sign this statement of their adherence 
to the cause of peace. The pledge is ad
dressed to the President and the Con
gress of the United States and reads: 

"I pledge my wholehearted adher
ence to the cause of peace, in the firm 
belief that an end may be put, by hon
orable means, to the destruction of life 
by the merciless machinery of war." 

Up to date only a small proportion 
of the drugstores have returned signed 
slips. From only four thousand drug-

A family listens to a broadcast on 
Radio Baha'i in Otava/o, Ecuador, 

stores we have received over a hundred 
and fifty thousand pledges. If the rest 
are proportionate it means that in less 
than eight weeks nearly two and a half 
million persons have signed these 
pledges. We hope to build this total to 
many millions. The pledges are being 
bound in books of a thousand each and 
when the returns are complete the total 
will be sent to the President just as they 
are without plea of any sort, for we 
firmly believe that they will be eloquent 
evidence that this nation demands 
peace, and we feel that such a voice of 
enlightened public opinion cannot fail 
to be a powerful influence in directing 
American policy. 

I hope and pray that this program 
may lead other advertisers to devote 
their resources to humanitarian and 
educational efforts and already 
thought is turning along the trail we 
have blazed. I await now the day when 
our beloved Cause of Baha'u'lIAh may 
be proclaimed along the airways and 
reach the heart of every searching soul 
through this great gift of God-radio. 

which went on the air in December 
1977. 
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The world 

w. Africa opens Baba'i Studies Centre . 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Nigeria has announced the establish
ment of the West African Centre for 
Baha'i Studies. 

Establishment of the Centre, which 
has been encouraged by the Universal 
House of Justice, has as its primary 
purpose teaching and proclaiming the 
Faith by indirect means in institutions 
of higher learning, according to the 
National Assembly of Nigeria. 

The aim, it says, is to attract aca
demicians "through presentations and 
publications in areas of legitimate aca
demic pursuit where the teachings of 
the Baha'i Faith engender enlighten
ment." 

Objectives include the preparation 
of a directory of affiliates; estab
lishment of a lecture bureau; publica
tion of a newsletter and journal; co
ordination of research and publication 
of its results; organization of con
ferences, study groups, seminars and 
workshops; coordination and encour
agement of the development of cur
ricula and educational materials, and 
the creation of a consultative associa
tion with institutions of related in
terests. 

Further inform~tion about the West 
African Centre for Baha'i Studies may 
be obtained by writing to the Centre at 
P.O. Box 2029, Lagos, Nigeria. 

* * * 
Between 7,000 and 10,000 people, 45 

of whom declared their belief in Baha
'u'llAh, visited a BahA'i booth last Oc
tober 20-29 at the International Trade 
Fair in Lagos, Nigeria. 

About 900 BahA'i books were sold 
during the Fair, and more than 10,000 
pamphlets were distributed from the 
Baha'i booth which was located op
posite the governor's ceremonial pa
vilion. 

Baha'is at the booth were inter
viewed by reporters from one television 
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station and three radio stations. 

About tOO Baha'is and their guests 
attended a teaching conference last No
vember 6-7 organized by the Plateau
Bauchi Teaching Committee of Nigeria 
and held in Ipaa, a village near Lafia, 
Plateau State. 

Speakers included one member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of Ni-

Sweden 

Shown are the 14 prize winners in a 
United Nations Day poster contest 
sponsored last October 24 by the Spiri
tual Assembly of Enk6ping, Sweden. 

About 60 non-Baha'is were among 
those who attended a United Nations 
Day observance last October 24 in En
koping, Sweden, that was sponsored 
by the Spiritual Assembly of Enkoping 
and featured a poster contest for chil
dren in local schools. 

It was the third year in a row that the 
Baha'i community of Enkoping had 
sponsored a poster contest for children 
in grades 3-9. This year's theme was 

geria and Auxiliary Board member 
Sathia Narayan. 

The conference began with a foot
ball match between village Baha'is and 
visitors that was followed by a meal of 
pounded ya~ and okra soup. 

Conference topics included teaching, 
the importance of deepening oneself, 
and the Fund. 

The winners were given prizes and an 
award certificate during a public pro
gram that was attended by about 60 
non-Bahd'is. 

"Peace on Earth." 
Each contest winner received a di

ploma that included his name, the con
test theme, and the name of the En
koping Spiritual Assembly. Prizes in
cluded pastel crayons and pen sets that 
were obtained from the local United 
Nations Association. 

Reports of the UN Day program ap
peared on the front page of the local 
newspaper and in three other papers. 



Cameroon 

Forty-five Baha'is from 18 commu
nities in Cameroon and three visitors 
from neighboring Nigeria participated 
last December 27-January 2 in the 
fourth annual Baha'i Summer School 
in Limbe, Cameroon. This was the first 

Canary Islands 
The first Baha'i public meeting was 

held recently in Arucas, Grand Ca
nary, Canary Islands, where the Ba
ha'is had previously been refused the 
use of any public meeting place. 

Baha'is in that city faced strong op
position before its first Spiritual As
sembly was formed 10 years ago, and 
since then had been unable to secure a 
place in which to hold public meetings. 

Recently, however, the Atlantic So
ciety of Arucas called the Baha'is, of
fering not only its center for a Baha'i 

. meeting, but also providing the friends 
with an address list of its 450 members 
as well as envelopes and stamps for in
vitations to the meeting. 

The Atlantic Society also placed 
posters in stores and other public 
places describing the Baha'i meeting. 

* * * 
When two non-Baha'is in Las Palo. 

mas, Grand Canary, Canary Islands 
requested a Baha'i wedding, the local 
Baha'is made plans for the ceremony. 

Then, only a few minutes before the 
wedding was to take place, the couple 
announced that they wished to become 
Baha'is. 

The 200 assembled guests witnessed 
not only the wedding but the entrance 
of two more souls into the Cause of 
God. 

English-speaking summer school ever 
held in Limbe; another school for 
French-speaking Baha'is was held in 
Yaounde. Limbe, formerly Victoria, is 
important in the history of the Faith in 
West Africa, as it was there that the 

Windward Islands 
Three Baha'is from Morne Prosper, 

pominica, traveled a considerable dis
tance recently to re-establish contact 
with one village and open four new vil
lages to the Faith. 

Rosetta Bougoneau, Leonard Foun
tain and Richard Timothy reported the 
opening of Dos D'ane, Bourne, Tal-

Austria 

These Baha 'f youth from various parts 
of Austria organized and participated 
in a weekend deepening conference last 
fall that was held at a mountain chalet 
in central Austria. The youth devoted 
most of the weekend to meditation on 
and consultation about selected pas-

Hand of the Cause of God Enoch Olin
ga arrived to teach in 1954. He later 
was designated a Knight of Bahti'u'llah 
by the Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, for 
his pioneering work in what was then 
the British Cameroons. 

baud, Paix Bouche and the reopening 
of Portsmouth with the enrollment 
there of 10 new Baha'is. 

The teaching team is believed to be 
the first in Dominica ever to be com
posed solely of local Baha'is, thus es
tablishing an encouraging example for 
other local believers. 

sages from the Writings of 'Abdu'l
Baha. According to a visiting Ameri
can Baha'i who attended the confer
ence, the youth displayed the same 
spirit of love and unity he had wit
nessed throughout the Austrian Baha'i 
community. 
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EI Salvador 
About 290 Baha'is from all areas of 

EI Salvador including many new Ba
ha'is and three friends from Guate
mala attended a Summer School last 
December in Santa Tecla, El Salvador. 

A guest speaker at the school was 
Dr. Hidayatu'llah Al}madiyyih, a 
member of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors in the Americas, who dis-

Bangladesh 

Visitors to a Bahd'{ book exhibition 
held last November 15-21 in Rahshahi, 
Bangladesh, receive answers to their 
many questions about the Faith. About 
1,()()() people came to the regional Ba
hd'{ Center in Rajshphi to learn about 
the Faith and to examine the many 

At least 20 of the estimated 3,500 
people who learned of the Faith during 
a week-long teaching campaign last 
November 15-21 in Rajshahi, Bangla
desh: later declared their belief in 
Baha'u'llah. 

Many dignitaries, professors, doc
tors and students were among those 
visited by Baha'is and given intro
ductory pamphlets during the teaching 
effort which was dedicated to the mem
ory of the Hand of the Cause of God 
Ral}matu'llah Muhajir and sponsored 
by the Spiritual Assembly of Rajshahi. 

The first Baha'i book exhibit in Raj
shahi was held in conjunction with the 
teaching campaign. Baha'i books in 
English, Bengali and other languages 
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cussed the life of Baha'u'llah and com
parisons between the old and new 
world orders. 

Group studies focused on the publi
cations Thief in the Night and Bahd
'u'lldh and the New Era. Other topics 
included the Local Spiritual Assembly 
as the basis of the new World Order 
and how Baha'is participate in activi-

books and pamphlets in several lan
guages that were displayed. The exhi
bition was held in conjunction with a 
week-long teaching project that reach
ed about 3,500 people with the Bahd'( 
message. 

were displayed at the district l:la~
iratu'l-Quds in Rajshahi with posters 
highlighting various Baha'i principles. 

About 1,000 people including many 
women visited the exhibit and were 
given introductory materials. 

Each evening a slide program on the 
Faith was shown to enthusiastic audi
ences. 

Publicity included articles in the lo
cal newspaper over a three-day period 
and notices that were posted at five lo
cations in Rajshahi. 

An added attraction at the book ex
hibit was the participation of two for
eign pioneers who had traveled from 
Dacca to participate in the procla
mation effort. 

ties of the Faith. The latter discussion 
was geared to the new believers who 
were present. 

Evening programs included a presen
tation of the film "The Pilgrimage," 
dancing by the children of Santa Tecla, 
and a dramatic presentation by the Ba
ha'is of Sons onate, El Salvador. 

Bophuthatswana 
One hundred people from nine com

munities in Bophuthatswana partici
pated last August 29 in a regional Ba
ha'] teaching conference at the Lekoko 
Baha'i Center. 

Separate sessions were given for the 
40 children and 20 youth at the con
ference, which was sponsored by the 
Spiritual Assembly of Mafikeng. 

At the close of the conference, the 
National Teaching Committee of Bo
phuthatswana cabled the Universal 
House of Justice to ask for prayers at 
the Holy Shrines for the progress of the 
Faith in Bophuthatswana, whose Na
tional Spiritual Assemblv is in onlv its 
second year. - -

Alaska 
More than 50 Baha'is attended a 

Southeast Regional Baha'i Conference 
held last November 6 in Juneau, 
Alaska. 

Speakers included Eugene King, a 
member of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Alaska, and members of the 
Native Service Committee who par
ticipated in a panel discussion that 
stressed the importance of teaching the 
native-peoples. 

The conference featured a report of 
the Baha'i International Conference in 
Dublin, Ireland, and the presentation 
of a video tape made during the second 
North American Baha'i Native Council 
meeting held in July 1980 in Wilmette, 
lllinois. 

During the evening, participants and 
their non-Baha'i guests heard stories 
-about traveling teaching experiences in 
Central and South America from parti
cipants in last summer's "Trail of 
Light" campaign. 

A unity feast with Baha'is from Ju
neau, Douglas and Auke Bay brought 
the conference to a close. 



The Netherlands 
Shown are some of the more than I50 
Bahd'{s who participated last August 
26 in a silent procession to the Par
liament buildings in The Hague, 
Netherlands. Each Bahd'{ carries a 
white rose bearing the name of one of 
the Bahd'{ martyrs in Iran. The pur
pose of the procession was to draw the 
government's attention to the plight of 
Iranian Bahd'(s. The ensuing discus
sion in Parliament resulted in much 
sympathetic and constructive editorial 
comment in the Dutch press. 

Ireland 
For the second year in a row, an in

terdenominational national school 
under Ireland's Ministry of Education 
closed its doors last November 12 in 
observance of the anniversary of the 
Birth of Baha'u'lIAh. Four Baha'i 
children attend the school in Bray, Ire
land. 

"The Board of Governors," reports 
Counsellor Adib Taherzadeh, "are 
very impressed with the Faith. During 
the past two years, weekly Baha'i 
classes have been officially conducted 
for BahA'i children by a Baha'i 
teacher." 

A weekly BahA'i class also is con
ducted at an interdenominational 
school operated by the Ministry of 
Education in Dun Laoghaire where 
five BahA'i children attend. 

Teachers at that school have asked 
for books about the Faith, and some 
have taught the Faith's basic principles 
to their students. 

A music teacher has asked for some 
songs with BahA'i themes and has 
taught some of them to the class. 

The school's headmistress has ex
pressed her regret that the anniversary 
of the Birth of Baha'u'lIAh is not pres
ently listed among the school's holi
days, but has promised that it wiII be 
included on next year's school calen
dar. 

Pakistan 
More than 150 people attended a 

Human Rights Day observance last De
cember IO that was organized by the 
local Youth Committee of Hyderabad, 
Pakistan, and held at the Baha'i Center 
in Hyderabad. 

One of the two non-BahA'i speakers 
at the public meeting was the secretary 
of the Board of Intermediate and Sec
ondary Education in Hyderabad. 

One interesting result of the meeting 
was an invitation extended to the Ba
ha'is by the Islamic Unity Society to at
tend a similar program the Society was 
sponsoring on December 13. 

One of the BahA'is who sang songs 
about the Faith at the Baha'i-spon
sored observance was asked to do the 
same at the program sponsored by the 
Islamic Unity Society. 

* * * 
Many non-BahA'is were among 

those who attended a Human Rights 
Day observance last December IO at 
the BahA'i National Center in Karachi, 
Pakistan. 

The program included the reading of 
extracts from the Writings of Baha
'u'IIAh and songs about the Faith. 

On the following day, the local 
Teaching Committee of Karachi ar
ranged for a teaching conference de
signed to accelerate the teaching work 
in that city and to raise up traveling 

J 

teachers and homefront pioneers. 
Speakers at that conference included 

Auxiliary Board members Parvin Ya
zamaidi and Shamsheer Ali. 

As a result, 13 Baha'is offered to 
undertake teaching trips to eight cities 
in Interior Sind Province with the aim 
of opening Baha'i Centers in those lo
calities. 

* * * 
World Religion Day was observed 

January 30 in Hyderabad, Pakistan, 
with a public meeting at the city's Ba

. hA'i Center. 

Publicity included the distribution of 
more than 200 invitations and an
nouncements in both Sindhi and Urdu 
on Radio Hyderabad. 

Speakers represented the Baha'i 
Faith, Islam, Christianity and Hin
duism. 

The meeting was chaired by Auxil
iary Board member Shamsheer Ali. 

Many students who attended re
quested literature about the Faith, and 
a follow-up was planned by the local 
teaching committee. 

The meeting was reported in a front 
page article in the local Sindhi lan
guage daily paper, Mehran. 
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Hawaii 
The seven Baha'i communities on 

the island of Oahu, Hawaii, held a 
"Baha'i Week" observance in mid-Au
gust 1982 as part of the anniversary 
celebration of "80 Golden Years of the 
Baha'i Faith in Hawaii." 

Similar events were held on each of 
Hawaii's main islands, all of them 
coupled with \ a proclamation and 
teaching campaign launched more than 
a year ago. The theme for the week was 
"Know Your Baha'i Neighbor." 

Buttons displaying the slogan were 
worn by all Baha'is, thus inviting in
quiries and friendly conversations. 
Other elements of the project included 
a proclamation by the mayor of Hono
lulu, and public exhibits at shopping 
malls, libraries, the University of Ha
waii, and the National l:Ia:?iratu'l
Quds. 

Two half-hour television programs, 
one of which stressed the persecution 
of Baha'is in Iran, also were carried on 
radio. Paid ads were placed in daily 
newspapers, and radio spots were pur
chased. 

The Baha'i communities of Oahu 
presented and planted tulip trees at the 
Waianae Neighborhood Community 

Trinidad/Tobago 

Shown here are participants in a South 
Area Deepening Institute held last Oc
tober 24 at the Palmyra district /fa7,
[ratu 'I-Quds in Trinidad. Kneeling near 
the center is a special guest speaker at 
the one-day institute, Auxiliary Board 
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Center, and music and refreshments 
were provided for the public during a 
youth rally at Ala Moana Park. 

The Baha'i chorus was asked to per
form during a program of "Inter-Faith 
Prayers for Peace" that included rep
resentatives of various major religions. 

Nearly 200 people attended a Baha'i
sponsored talent show that also was a 
part of the anniversary celebration in 
Hawaii. 

* * * 
Hawaii's National Baha'i Library 

Service recently received an unsolicited 
request from the State of Hawaii for 17 
copies of "Eighty Golden Years," a 
booklet that was published to com
memorate the 80th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Faith in Hawaii, 
and for 16 copies of "Personal Recol
lections of a Baha'i Life in the Ha
waiian Islands" by the Hand of the 
Cause of God Agnes B. Alexander. 

Each of these books is published by 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Hawaiian Islands. The National As
sembly reports that this is the first time 
the state has requested copies of any 
Baha'i publication. 

member Laurence Coward. The deep
ening program, based on the Ruhi In
stitute system, provides for systematic 
deepening and development of local 
communities. 

Tracy Hamilton (right), chairman of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Hawaiian Islands, presents a copy of 
the booklet 'Eighty Golden Years,' 
highlighting the first 80 years of the 
Faith in Hawaii, to Gov. George R. 
Ariyoshi. The booklet includes a letter 
of congratulations and photograph 
from the governor. 

Vanuatu 
Baha'is and their guests from several 

communities in Vanuatu attended the 
Baha'i Summer School last September 
that was sponsored by the Baha'is of 
Imanaka, Tanna Island. 

Speakers included members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Vanu
atu and one Auxiliary Board member. 
Topics included BahA'i history, life 
after death, marriage, teaching the 
Faith, child education, and non-in
volvement in politics. 

An evening of films and song added 
variety to the well-rounded program. 

Two Baha'is, Willy Komen and Wil
ly Iolu, last year visited several villages 
in Vanuatu. 

At Ambuanamu they met the para
mount chief of Erromango who told 
them he would arrange a meeting for 
representatives of all religious groups 
to explain their beliefs. 

This would provide an opportunity, 
the chief said, to see which religion was 
in agreement with the traditional spiri
tual values of his people. 

At the village of Ipota, the chief and 
his wife declared their belief in Baha
'u'llah. 



Mauritius 
About 100 people attended a United 

Nations Day observance last October 
24 in..Port Louis, Mauritius, that was 
sponsored by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Mauritius. 

Speakers included the country's min
ister for economic planning and devel
opment, a member of the Legislative 
Assembly, a representative of the UN 
Economic and Social Council 
(UNESCO), and a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. 

Citing his awareness of the perse
cution of Baha'is in Iran, Mr. Routho, 
the member of the Legislative Assem
bly, said the new government in Mau
ritius has stated its respect for the 
freedom of religious belief. 

The UNESCO representative de
scribed areas of social work in which 
several UN agencies have been in
volved since 1945. 

Following the formal program, re
freshments were served and guests were 
invited to examine an exhibit of Baha'i 
books and UN materials that was dis
played. 

India 

Shown are students and members of 
the faculty and staff who participated 
last October 17-December 5 in the sec
ond course offered at the Baha'i Youth 
Academy in Panchgani, India. Twenty 
students from 11 states in India and Sri 
Lanka attended the program. Course 

The anniversary of the Birth of 
Baha'u'lh\h was celebrated in the Bay 
Islands of India's West Bengal State 
with the opening ceremony of the new
ly constructed Baha'i Center of Shib
nagarabad. 

After the ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
the friends entered a beautifully deco
rated Center adorned with 165 lighted 
candles (in honor of the 165 years that 

Mr. K. Ruhee, minister of economic 
planning and development for Mau
ritius, addresses the approximately 100 
people who attended a United Nations 
Day observance last October 24 in Port 
Louis. Other speakers at the event, 
which was sponsored by the National 

teachers included Counsellors Bur
hdni'd-D(n Af$hin and S. Nagaratnam; 
R.N. Shah, secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of India; and Dr. S. 
Vasudevan Nair, vice-principal of the 
New Era High School in Panchgani. 

have passed since the birth of the Bless
ed Beauty) and framed photographs of 
Baha'i Holy Places at the World Cen
tre. 

The Spiritual Assembly of Shibna
garabad had invited BaM'is from the 
33 islands of the group where there is 
now a thriving Baha'i community of 
about 7,000. 

Spiritual Assembly of Mauritius, were 
(left to right) B. Goordial, UNESCO 
representative in Mauritius; D. 
Routho, a member of the country's 
legislative assembly; and P. Fabien~ a 
member of the National Spiritual As
sembly oj Mauritius. 

Spain 
The Baha'is in Mah6n, Spain, have 

been invited to present talks on the 
Faith to religion classes at the city's 
professional school. 

So far, Jose Luis Marques, a Baha'i, 
has discussed the principles of religions 
and their Founders, the basic principles 
of the Faith, the nature of Baha'i meet
ings, life after death, and the religious 
education of Baha'i children in 11 
classes, each of which is presided over 
by a Catholic pri~st. 

Plans are under way for similar Ba
ha'i presentations to be made to other 
classes in Mah6n in the future. 

Australia 
Baha'i Holy Days are among those 

included on an attractive multi-cultural 
calendar published by the Office of the 
Race Relations Conciliator of the gov
ernment of Australia. 

Sub-titled "a resource listing," the 
calendar provides "a selection of his
toric ethnic dates," an explanation of 
time-keeping systems and calendars de
veloped by various cultures, and a 
chronological listing that refers to the 
establishment of the Baha'i calendar. 
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United Nations 

BIe rebuts Iran's anti-Baha'i document 

In a document entitled "Human 
Rights in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran-a review of the facts," circulated 
to representatives to the Third Com
mittee of the 37th session of the Gen
eral Assembly at United Nations Head
quarters on 23 November 1982, the 
delegation of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran made a number of false and dam
aging statements concerning the nature 
of the Baha'i Faith and the activities of 
its followers. The Baha'i International 
Community wishes to refute these false 
statements and to present the true 
facts. 

I. The Baha'i Faith is accused of be
ing "a political entity created and 
nourished by anti-Islamic and Colonial 
Powers" (see page 27 paragraph 3 of 
the report). Reference is also made to 
"the Baha'i espionage network" (p. 3, 
para. 2) and it is alleged that "a very 
sophisticated and systematic espionage 
network has been established by the 
Baha'is" (p. 29, para. 2). Other ref
erences of a similar nature appear else
where in the report. 

The Baha'i International Commu
nity categorically denies these allega
tions. Participation in partisan politics, 
and involvement in any form of sub
versive activity, are both totally for
bidden to Baha'is in accordance with 
the most fundamental principles of 
their Faith. 

Baha'i communities exist in coun
tries throughout the world and their ac
tivities are known to the governments 
of these countries to be non-political, 
non-partisan and peaceful. 

This statement by the Baha'i Inter
national Community was presented to 
rebut accusations made against the Ba
ha 'i Faith by the permanent mission of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran to the 37th 
session of the United Nations General 
Assembly in November 1982. 

The activities of Baha'i commu-
nities ... are open to scrutiny 
and . .. the Baha'i Interna-
tional Community invites the es
tablishment of an impartial 
body ... to mount a thorough 
investigation into the activities 
of the Baha'i world community. 

The acti\'ities of Baha'i communities 
in every part of the world are open to 
scrutiny and, in view of the serious na
ture of the charges made by the Iranian 
government in this world forum, the 
Baha'i International Community in
vites the establishment of an impartial 
body of inquiry to mount a thorough 
investigation into the activities of the 
Baha'i world community. 

2. All of the allegations made against 
the Baha'is in Iran are based on de
liberate misinterpretations of the aims 
and purposes of the Baha'i Faith and 
its teachings. The most common 
charges leveled against the Baha'is
and repeated in Iran's new report-are 
as follows: 

1. Baha'I's are accused of being po
litical supporters of the late Shah and 
of having benefited from the former 
regime. 

2. Baha'is are accused of being a po
litical organization opposed to the 
present Iranian government. 

3, Baha'IS are accused of collabora
tion with SA V AK. 

4. Baha'IS are accused of being ene
mies of Islam. 

5. Baha'IS are accused of being 
agents of Zionism. 

All of these allegations are explained 
and convincingly refuted in the Baha'i 
International Community's publica
tion "The Baha'is in Iran: A Report on 

the Persecution of a Religious Mi
nority," revised and updated July 
1982, pages 19 to 24. 

The new and/or very specific allega
tions contained in Iran's latest report 
can be answered as follows: 

3. It is alleged that the son of the 
Founder of the Baha'i Faith was an 
agent of the British government, en
gaged in "covert activities against the 
Ottoman Empire" in Palestine; that, 
during U'orld War I, he was "highly 
successful to render great services for 
the British army, " including supplying 
the army with "large supplies of food 
and grains which he had secretly been 
storing"; and that the British authori
ties protected his life and gave him 
"huge amounts of gold" and a knight
hood as a reward for his espionage ac
tivities. (See pages 24 and 25 of the re
port.) 

These alleged "facts" are gross dis
tortions of the truth. 

'Abdu'I-Baha (also known as Abbas 
Effendi), the son of the Founder of the 
Baha'i Faith, was not a British spy, 
The knighthood conferred upon him 
by the British government in 1920 was 
in recognition of his humanitarian ser
vices to the poor and needy in Palestine 
during World War I. To portray these 
humanitarian services as calculated po
litical acts is totally unjustified. Al
though 'Abdu'I-Baha accepted the 
knighthood, he never used the title, 
and he never received any financial aid, 
much less "huge amounts of gold" (p, 
25, para. 6) from the British govern
ment. 

The intervention of the British gov
ernment in 1918 to protect the life of 
'Abdu'I-Baha had nothing whatsoever 
to do with any supposed covert asso
ciation between that government and 
'Abdu'I-Baha. It was inspired by, and 
in response to, urgent requests from 
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the British Baha'is, who were gravely 
concerned about the safety of the 
leader of their faith-just as Baha'is in 
the free world today appeal to their 
governments, expressing concern 
about the safety of their fellow-be
lievers in Iran. 

The concern of the British Baha'is 
arose from the. fact that the leader of 
the advancing Turkish forces, Jamal 
Pasha (a fanatical and long-standing 
enemy of the Baha'i Faith) had pub
licly declared his intention of crucify
ing 'Abdu'I-Baha and his family on the 
slopes of Mount Carmel. The British 
authorities (including those named in 
the report, p. 24, para. 3) responded 
sympathetically to the appeals of the 
Baha'is and alerted the Commander of 
their forces in Palestine to the potential 
danger. Having entered Haifa, General 
Allenby duly cabled a confirmation to 
London that 'Abdu'I-Baha and his 
family were safe. 

In order to reinforce the argument 
that some clandestine connection ex
isted between the British government 
and' Abdu'I-Baha, the report (pages 24 
to 26) cites the names of many promi
nent Britons. It should be emphasized, 
however, that, during his years in the 
Holy Land, 'Abdu'I-Baha was in con
tact with prominent persons in many 
countries (among them such eminent 
figures as Dr. Auguste Forel of Swit
zerland, Leo Tolstoy of Russia, Pro
fessor Arminius Vambery of Hungary, 
Prince Muhammad-Ali Pasha of 
Egypt); with scholars and leaders in 
Lebanon and other Middle Eastern 
countries; and with such institutions as 
the Central Organization for a Durable 
Peace, in the Netherlands. 

Similarly, while the report (p. 26, 
para. 1) names the two British officials 
who attended 'Abdu'I-Baha's funeral, 
it fails to mention that, in recognition 
of his high and unique position, the 
chiefs of the Muslim, Christian, Jewish 
and other religious communities in the 
Holy Land, as well as notables from all 
strata of Palestinian society, were also 
present at the obsequies. 

4. IT is alleged ThaT the Baha'i Faith 
was used by the colonial powers as a 
tool for colonial expansion into Mus
lim countries. 

This is a complete fabrication, un
substantiated even by the "evidence" 
adduced in its support. The report (p. 
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These seven Baha'IS, photographed in 
prison two months before their deaths, 

26, para. 5) accurately refers to a pas
sage in the Baha'i book, God Passes 
By, recording that the leader of the Ba
ha'i Faith was invited to "spend a 
while in India," but fails to cite either 
the circumstances of the invitation or 
the response to it-both of which are 
detailed in the same passage. 

At the time of the invitation, news of 
the martyrdom of the Bab (the 
Prophet-Herald of the Baha'i Faith) 
and the massacre of 20,000 of His fol
lowers had spread to the West and had 
aroused much sympathy and interest 
among Europeans. Baha'u'llah, the 
most prominent follower of the Bab 
(Who had not yet declared His own 
mission) was exiled by the Iranian 
government and imprisoned in Bagh
dad, Iraq. His plight attracted the sym
pathetic attention of the British consul
general in Baghdad, who offered Him 
the protection of British citizenship 
and also offered to arrange residence 
for Him in India or in any other place 
agreeable to Him. Baha'u'llah declined 
these offers and chose instead to re
main a prisoner in Baghdad. 

It was not unusual at that time, nor 
is it unusual today, for government of
ficials to offer aid and sanctuary to 
those they perceive as being the victims 

were martyred June 14, 1981 in Hama
dan, Iran. 

of oppression in other countries. This 
kind of intervention is commonly rec
ognized as being humanitarian and 
non-political in nature. The attempt to 
portray the humanitarian assistance of
fered to Baha'u'llah as being part of a 
sinister project of colonial expansion is 
clearly ridiculous. 

The reference (allegedly drawn from 
. the same book, but actually to be 

found in a letter written by 'Abdu'l
Baha to an individual Baha'i) to the 
"anxiety" of the government of 
France to send Baha'is to the French 
colonies in Muslim Africa is likewise 
taken out of context and is deliberately 
misleading. The true facts are that the 
French Ambassador in Tehran, greatly 
impressed by the Baha'i teachings and 
by their effect upon the people who 
embraced them, suggested that Baha'is 
might go to Tunisia and teach their 
faith there. 'Abdu'I-Baha duly men
tioned this suggestion in a letter to one 
of his followers but, as it happened, 
nothing ever came of it. Clearly, this 
incident cannot seriously be used to 
suggest, or prove, any form of collus
ion between the Baha'i Faith and thl' 
French government to promote col
onial expansion in Africa. 

5. Certain Baha'is are alleged to 



have held high political office during 
the reign of the late Shah. 

Baha'is are forbidden by the laws of 
their faith from becoming involved in 
partisan politics or from holding any 
political post. The report (pages 27/28) 
accuses the Iranian Baha'is of not ad
hering to this principle of their faith, 
alleging that certain people identified 
as Baha'is held prominent political po
sitions during the reign of the late 
Shah. These accusations are refuted 
below. 

It should be noted in this connection 
that, during the reign of the Shah, it 
was common for unscrupulous poli
ticians to attempt to discredit their po
litical opponents by accusing them of 
being Bahd '{so Such accusations were 
either entirely without foundation or 
were based upon the fact that the fa
thers or families of the individuals con
cerned had once been Baha'is. It is, 
however, a basic principle of the Ba
ha '( religion that the gift of faith 
springs from the free choice of the in
dividual and cannot be automatically 
and blindly inherited from an earlier 
generation. A person is a Baha'i only 
when he freely declares himself to be a 
Baha'i. 

It is true that Dr. Ayadi, a Baha'i, 
served as personal physician to the late 
Shah. He was appointed to this non
political position not onlv because of 
his skiJI in medicine but al~o because of 
his personal integrity and trustworthi
ness. It is untrue to state (as does the 
report) that he was "the man behind 
the whole pharmaceutical market." 

General Khattani, Commander of 
the Air Force; Mrs. Parsa, Minister of 
Education; and General Nasiri, head 
of SAVAK, we-re never Baha'is and 
never claimed to be Baha'is. 

General Sani 'i, Minister of War, was 
once a Baha'i but was expelled from 
the Baha'i community when he ac
cepted ministerial office in the govern
ment-in accordance with the Baha'i 
law forbidding Baha'is to hold political 
office. 

Parviz Sabeti, Director-General of 
SA V AK; Mansur Ruhani, Minister of 
Agriculture; and Prime Minister Amir 
Abbas Hoveida were never Baha'is and 
never claimed to be Baha'is. Their al
leged membership in the Baha'i com
munity was based on the fact that their 
fathers were, or had once been, Ba
ha'is. 

The f.0llowing, resolution ~~ passed March 18 during the 39th session of 
the Umted N.atlons CommISSion on Human Rights meeting in Geneva, 
Switzerland: 
Question of tbe violation of buman rights and fundamental freedoms in any 
part of tbe world, with particular reference to colonial and other dependent 
countries and territories 

The situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran 
The Commission on Human Rights, 
Guided by the principles embodied in the Charter of the United Nations 

the Univers8.1 Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenan~ 
on Human Rights, 

Reaffirming that all Member States have an obligation to promote and 
~rotect human rights and fundamental freedoms and to fulfill the obliga
tIons they have undertaken under the various international instruments in 
this field, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 36122 of 1981 and General As
sembly resolution 37/182 of 17 December 1982 on the practice of arbitrary 
or summary executIons, 

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 36155 proclaiming the Decla
ration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimina
tion Based on Religion or Belief, 

Recalling further its own resolution 1982127 of 11 March 1982 in which 
the Commission inter alia urged the Government of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran to respect and ensure the rights of all individuals within its territory 
and subject to its jurisdiction, 

Mindful of resolution 1982125 of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities 

Taking note of the Edict of the Governm~nt of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran of 16 December 1982 calling for the correction of judicial abuses 

Having carefully examined the report of the Secretary-Gen~ral 
(E/~N.l4/1983(19) and the relevant sections in the report on summary or 
arbItrary executIons (E/CN.l4/1983/16), 
, En~ouraged by the rep~rt .of the Secretary-General (E/CN.l4/1983/52) 
I~ whIch he anno~n~es a mIssIon of his Representative to the Islamic Repub
bc of Iran, prOVIding an opportunity to clarify further the situation of 
human rights in that country, 

1. EXp'resses its profound concern at the continuing grave violations of 
human n~ts and fundamental freedoms in the Islamic Republic of Iran as 
reflected 10 the report of the Secretary-General, and particularly at the evi
dence of summary and arbitrary executions, torture, detention without 
trial, religious intolerance and persecution, in particular of Baha'is and the 
lack of independent judiciary and other recognized safeguards f~r a fair 
trial; 

2. Urges once more the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran as a 
State party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to 
respect and ensure all individuals within its territory and subject to its juris
diction the rights recognized in that Covenant; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General or his representative to continue direct 
contacts .with t!te G~vernme~t. of !he Islamic Republic of Iran on the grave 
human nghts situation prev81hng 10 that country, including the situation of 
the Baha'is; 

4. Requests also the Secretary-General or his representative to submit to 
the Commission on Human Rights at its fortieth session a comprehensive 
report on the direct contacts and the human rights situation in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran including conclusions and suggestions as regards the re
spect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in that country; 

5. Requests once more the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to 
extend its co-operation to the Secretary-General or his representative; 

6. Decides to continue its consideration of the human rights situation in 
the Islamic Republic of Iran at its fortieth session. 
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6. Baha'is are accused of being 
agents and political supporters of Zio
nism. The report (p. 27, para. 1) cites 
the well-worn accusation that, since the 
Bahd'i World Centre is in Israel, the 
Baha'iFaith must in some way be iden
tified with Zionism, and also asserts 
that this means that the Baha'i Faith is 
not a religion bJt is a "political entity 
created and nourished by anti-Islamic 
and Colonial Powers. " 

The Baha'i World Centre was estab
lished in the last century, long before 
the State of Israel came into existence, 
and has nothing to do with Zionism. 
The Founder of the Baha'i Faith, 
Baha'u'llah, was exiled to the Holy 
Land in compliance with the order of 
two Islamic governments (Iran and 
Turkey). He remained in the Holy 
Land until His death in 1892, His 
Shrine was raised there, and the Holy 
Land thus became the world spiritual 
centre of the Baha'i Faith. Baha'u'!l<ih 
Himself directed that the world spiri
tual and administrative centres of His 
Faith must always be united in one lo
cality. Accordingly, the world admin
istrative centre of the Baha'i Faith has 
always been and must continue to be in 
the Holy Land. It cannot be relocated 
for the sake of temporary political ex
pediency. 

References are made later in the re
port (p. 28, para. 4 and 8) to the Ba
ha'is sending "millions of dollars" to 
Israel to "support the Zionist regime." 
This allegation is entirely without 
foundation. The funds sent by Baha'is 
the world over (including those in Iran) 
to the Baha'i World Centre are solely 
and exc.:lusively for the upkeep of their 

holy Shrines and historic sites in the 
Holy Land, and for the administration 
of their faith. 

It should be noted that other reli
gious communities contribute toward 
the maintenance of their holy places in 
Israel without attracting the charge 
that they are financially supporting the 
government of Israel. Similarly, the 
Shiite Muslims send financial contribu
tions toward the upkeep of their holy· 
places at Najaf and Karbila in Iraq. 
Should the fact that Iran and Iraq are 
at war suddenly draw down the charge 
upon the Muslim Iranians that the\· 
have lent financial aid to the Iraqi 
government? Yet this is precisely the 
nature of the spurious allegations being 
made by the Iranian government 
against the Baha'is. 

7. SA V AK documents adduced to 
support allegations against the Baha'is. 

The report (pages 28/29) summar
i::;es the contents of various documents 
alleged!.v extracted from the files oJ 
SA V AK, which purport to implicate 
Baha'is (or alleged Baha'is) in a variety 
of anti-Islamic activities. 

It is impossible for the Baha'i In
ternational Community to comment 
upon these documents because it has 
not seen them. It might, however, be 
asked how and why-since the present 
Iranian goverl1ment has itself dis
credited SA V AK-the documentation 
produced by this organization has sud
denly become relevant and "authen
tic" where Baha'is are concerned. 

The hostility of SA V AK toward the 
Baha'is is well attested. A SAVAK 
memorandum linking the bureau with 
the operations of the fanatical anti-Ba-

Testimony of Elliott Abrams, assistant secretary of state, Bureau of Human 
Rights and Humanitarian Affairs, March 3, 1983, before the United States 
House of Representatives' Subcommittee on Human Rights and Interna
tionalOrganizations. Mr. Abrams provided written prepared testimony on 
human rights violations around the world, then added these comments in 
the record: 

Mr. Chairman: Before closing I would like to take this opportunity to ex
press my profoundest dismay and alarm with the recent reports that the 
Iranian Revolutionary Supreme Court in Tehran has upheld the death sen
tences of 22 Baha'is. As you know, the Department has supported resolu
tions in international institutions condemning Iran's treatment of the Ba
ha'is. Mention of their difficulties has been made in all human rights re
ports prepared since the overthrow of the Shah and the Department fully 
supported the resolution concerning Baha'is passed by Congress last fall. It 
is our sincere hope that the Iranian authorities will heed the voice of world 
public opinion and refrain from executing these individuals. 
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ha'i organization Tablighat-i-Islami 
was published in the Iranian daily 
newspaper Mujahid on 9 June 1980, 
and one of the final acts of SA V AK in 
1978, shortly before the fall of the 
Shah, was to attempt to divert public 
attention away from disaffection with 
the regime by mounting violent attacks 
on the Baha'is. During raids organized 
by SA V AK on Saadi village near 
Shiraz, 150 Baha'i homes were looted 
and burned down. The Baha'i Interna
tional Community has in its possession 
an announcement by Ayatollah Mahal
lati, the most prominent religious 
leader in Shiraz, telling Muslims that 
such attacks against the Baha'is were 
the machinations of SA V AK, and 
warning them not to participate. 

8. Specific cases of accused Baha'is. 
The report cites the cases of five Ba

ha'ls, tried in February 1980, who were 
"proven guilty in the Court of Justice" 
but whose sentences were commuted 
(p.31). 

These trials actually took place in 
Shiraz, under very questionable cir
cumstances, and the Baha'i Interna
tional Community cannot comment 
upon the veracity of the evidence or 
charges. We do, however, have reliable 
and up-to-date information concerning 
the fate of these Baha'is. 

I. Enayatollah Ehsanian-stated in 
the report to have been released for 
lack of evidence against him. True. 

2. Ja'far Sha'er-zadeh-stated in the 
report to have been released on com
passionate grounds. He was, in fact, 
re-arrested about one month ago and is 
currently in detention in Shiraz. 

3. Sattar Khosh-Khu-stated in the 
report to have been found guilty of 
supporting Zionism and to have been 
given a two-year prison sentence. He 
was, in fact, summarily executed in 
Shiraz on 30 April 1981 (approximately 
14 months after his trial). 

4. Enayatollah Mehdi-zadeh-stated 
in the report to have been released. He 
was actually released after spending 10 
months in prison. 

5. Mohammad-Reza Hesami
stated in the report to have been fined 
and released. He is, in fact, still in 
prison and has not at any time been 
released. 

The stated purpose of including 
these details in the report was to make 
it "crystal clear" that "not a single 
person in the Islamic Republic of Iran 



is tried and punished merely becrruse of 
his/her particular ideology or set of 
principles. " (p. 30, para. 7). 

Even if it were to be assumed, for the 
sake of argument, that the details of 
the cases cited in the report were true, 
it is difficult to see how isolated cases 
such as these could justify the perva
sive and continuing persecution of the 
entire Baha'i community of Iran. 

Despite the repeated denials of the 
Iranian government, it is clear that the 
persecution of the Baha'is is based 
solely upon their religious beliefs. 

During the past four years, one hun
dred and eighteen Baha'is have died 
for their faith in Iran. No evidence ex
ists to support any of the charges 
brought against those who were execu
ted. In the very few cases in whieh a 
Baha'i has been willing to recant his 
faith, he has immediately been released 
and all charges against him dropped
while his fellow believers who refused 
to recant have been executed. 

Two Baha'is very recently executed 
in Shiraz-Mr. Habibu'llah Awji on 16 
November and Mr. Ziya'u'llah Ahrari 
on 21 November-were offered their 
freedom by the trial judge if they 
would agree to recant their religion. In 
the case of Mr. Ahrari, the court ver
diet-published in the Tehran daily 
newspaper Kayhan on 22 November
clearly stated that the principal charge 
against him was his membership in the 
Baha'i community. 

Membership in the Baha'i commu
nity was first recognized by the courts 
as a capital offence in March 1981, 
when Mr. Mihdi Anvari and Mr. Hi
dayatu'llah Dihqani were tried and ex
ecuted in Shiraz. In the case of Mr. 
'Azizu'llah Gulshani, executed by 
hanging on 29 April 1982, the charges 
against him related solely to his Baha'i 
activities. (These charges were detailed 
in Kayhan on 29 April 1982.) 

All the Baha'is executed during the 
past two years were prominent believ
ers whose executions were intended to 
intimidate the rank and file of the Ba
ha'i community into recanting their 
faith. Most compelling is the fact that 
the authorities have twice eliminated 
the membership of the national gov
erning body of the Baha'i Faith in 
Iran. On 21 August 1980, all nine 
members of this body were arrested by 
revolutionary guards and have since 
disappeared without trace. On 27 De-

Shown is a part of the crowd of 4,000 
who attended the funeral of Dr. Manu
chihr Hakim in January 1980. Dr. 

cember 1981, eight members of the na
tional governing body that replaced 
them were secretly executed in Tehran. 
Their execution, initially denied by the 
authorities, was finally admitted by the 
President of the Supreme Court of 
Iran, Ayatollah Musavi Ardibili, at a 
press conference on 5 January 1982. 

The executions and disappearances 
are part of a systematic campaign to 
eradicate the Iranian Baha'i commu
nity and obliterate all traces of the Ba
ha'i Faith from Iran. 

The other elements of the campaign 
are the confiscation and destruction of 
all Baha'i community properties and 
holy places in Iran (now accomplished) 
and the denial of the most basic human 
rights to the thousands upon thousands 
of innocent Baha'is. This denial has 
been expressed in many dehumanizing 
ways, such as dismissal from employ
ment, denial of pensions, confiscation 
of private property and denial of 
schooling to children. (An article in the 
newspaper Kayhan 'on 25 November 
1981 reported the expulsion of 43 stu
dents· from the University of Shiraz 
because of their membership in the 
"misguided BaM'i group.") 

!'viany of the notices dismissing Ba
ha'is from their jobs have clearly stated 
that membership in the Baha'i com-

Hakim, a Baha'I' who was a world re
nowned physician, was shot to death in 
his clinic in Tehran. 

munity is the reason for dismissal, and 
many of the notices have stated that 
the individual concerned will be given 
back his job if he will publicly recant 
his faith. In a communique published 
in Kayhan on 8 December 1981, the 
Ministry of Labour stated that dis
missal for life from government service 
had been decreed by the Islamic Par
liament as "the punishment for anyone 
who is a member of the misguided Ba
ha'i group." 

It is clear to the Baha'i International 
Community that the allegations con
tained in the report circulated by Iran 
in the General Assembly represent an 
attempt to conceal, and to divert in
ternational attention from, the fanati
cally religious motivation behind the 
persecution of the Baha'is of Iran, and 
to undermine the good reputation 
which the Baha'i community enjoys 
throughout the world. 

The Baha'i International Commu
nity emphatically refutes all the 
charges leveled against the Baha'is by 
the Iranian government and its spokes
men, most particularly the charges of 
political involvement and espionage, 
and strong!.v appeals for the establish
ment of an independent body to inves
tigate the entire situation. 
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Commentary 

Spiritual axis: 'A powerful magnet' 

In its message to the Asian/ Aus
tralasian Baha'i Conference held last 
September in Canberra, Australia, the 
Universal House of Justice drew atten
tion to statements of the Guardian con
cerning a "spiritual axis" between 
Australia and Japan. 

The purpose of this article is to ex
plore some aspects of the teachings on 
this spiritual axis, which is destined to 
affect profoundly the future develop
ment of the Faith. 

Both the passage of time and the 
continuing guidance of the Universal 
House of Justice will be required to 
disclose fully the mystery and signifi
cance of this spiritual axis. It is pos
sible, however, at this early stage, to 
identify some of the basic features of 
this novel aspect of the future growth 
and development of the Faith. 

Japan and Australia are separated 
not only by a vast oceanic distance, but 
also by fundamental differences of cul
ture, race, language and tradition, and 
by the memories of the great conflict 
that engulfed the Pacific region from 
1941 to 1945. Yet Shoghi Effendi has 
unambiguously foreshadowed a re
markable relationship between the Ba
ha'i communities in these two nations. 

In 1957, the Guardian referred to "a 
spiritual axis, extending from the An
tipodes to the northern islands of the 
Pacific Ocean-an axis whose northern 
and southern poles will act as powerful 
magnets, endowed with exceptional 
spiritual potency, and towards which 
other younger and less experienced 
communities will tend for some time to 
gravitate." I 

At that time, Shoghi Effendi af-

Dr. Peter J. Khan, the author of this 
article on the spiritual axis between 
Australia and Japan, is a member of 
the Continental Board of Counsel/ors 
in Australasia. 
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firmed that the formation of the Re
gional Spiritual Assembly of North
East Asia "constitutes a notable par
allel to the rise of similar institutions in 
the Antipodes, establishing thereby a 
spiritual equilibrium destined to affect, 
to a marked degree, the destinies of the 
Faith throughout the islands of the Pa
cific Ocean, in the years immediately 
ahead." 2 

Prior to a detailed study of this spiri
tual axis, two fundamental principles 
that appear to underly it are discussed 
here. 
The principle of magnetism 

The phenomenon of magnetism is a 
familiar feature of the physical world. 
Magnetic materials are characterized 
by an arrangement of atoms which, in 
conformity with the laws of nature, 
gives rise to a magnetic field exerting 
an attractive force on other similar ma
terials. 

Since medieval times, scientists have 
puzzled over the attributes of the mag
netic field-the fact that action occurs 
at a distance, that there is no visible or 
tangible connection between the two 
materials, that the attractive force in
creases greatly as the distance of sepa: 
ration is diminished. 

One of the distinctive features of the 
Baha'i Revelation is its use of mag
netism as an analogy with which to de
scribe the operation of spiritual forces. 
Consider, for example, the use of the 
term by 'Abdu'l-Baha to describe the 
Manifestation of God as "the Magnet 
of the souls and hearts in the Pole of 
the existing world, to which -a/l the 
sacred hearts are attracted from the far 
distant lands and countries. " 3 

By this means, the Master conveys a 
profound spiritual truth in a simple 
manner, drawing upon the well-known 
physical phenomenon as an analogy. 

In other places, 'Abdu'l-Baha refers 

to the Revelation in these terms: "the 
divine magnet-the power of the Word 
of God-will attract the hearts, "4 and 
describes the power of the Covenant as 
being analogous to magnetism in His 
exhortation: "be attracted by the mag
net of the Covenant. " , 

The magnetism analogy is applied 
not only to the Manifestation and His 
teachings, but is extended to apply also 
to actions of the believers that are un
dertaken in conformity with Divine 
Law. For example, Shoghi Effendi 
says: "Today, as never before, the 
magnet which attracts the blessings 
from on high, is teaching the Faith of 
God." 6 

And the Universal House of Justice 
has referred to Baha'i conferences in 
these words: ". . . these conferences, 
focal points of the love and prayers of 
the friends everywhere, magnets to at
tract the spiritual powers which alone 
can confirm their work . . ." 7 

'Abdu'l-Baha earlier had described 
the gathering of the friends together in 
this way: 'The greatest means for the 
union and harmony of a/l is spiritual 
meetings. This matter is very important 
and is a magnet to attract Divine con
firmation. " 8 

All of these statements, and the 
many other references to magnetism in 
the Baha'i Writings, represent state
ments of Divine truth, which describe 
the operation of spiritual forces, just as 
the laws of nature uncovered by science 
describe the forces of attraction in the 
material world. 

This principle of magnetism is found 
explicitly in the statement of the Guar
dian that refers to Australia and 
Japan, and is implicit in the descrip
tions of the significance of the Mash
riqu'I-AdhUrs and the Holy Shrines. 
It is also implicit in the Tablet of 'Ab
du'l-Baha to the American believers in 
which He calls upon them to serve the 



Someone wbo does not comprebend tbe spiritual nature of Baba'i community growtb would searcb in 
vain for a causative relationsbip between an apparently insignificant beautification of land on a moun
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Faith, and promises that "Should suc
cess crown your enterprise, America 
will assuredly evolve into a centre from 
which waves of spiritual power will 
emanate. " 9 

Through the manner in which the in
ternational Baba'i community devel
ops and the embryonic World Order 
evolves, and as a result of the complex 
interplay between material resources, 
as well as cultural, geographic, edu
cational and technical factors, and also 
communication and transportation fa
cilities, the believers in Australia and 
Japan will be impelled to perform such 
prodigious service to the Faith that 
these two areas will become as poles of 
a magnet for spiritual forces affecting 
the Asian and Australasian regions. 

Tbe mystery of growth 
Collective human enterprises in the 

world around us, such as industrial 
production, the construction of cities, 
and the exploitation of natural re
sources, are examples of inorganic 
growth-characterized by exhaustive 
prior planning in which the final form 
of the product, building, dam or mine 
is clearly determined before construc
tion begins, and by progress toward the 
goal in a well understood, orderly and 
systematic manner. 

In contrast, we see organic growth of 
living entities in the vegetable, animal 
or human wQrld-characterized by 
evolutionary development from an in
significant beginning, proceeding 
through intermediate forms at an ap
parently irregular rate, and reaching a 
mature condition that differs greatly in 
form and attibutes from the embryonic 
seed. 

This kind of growth is mysterious in 
nature, and contributes much to the 
beauty and wonder of the universe. Its 
mystery arises from the inability of a 
human being to grasp fully the Divine 
principles that govern organic growth, 
or to comprehend the internal spirit 
that motivates this growth. 

The growth of the worldwide Baha'} 

community is an organic process that 
defies comprehension by those whose 
standards are inorganic. As a conse
quence, its strength, potential and in
ternal dynamism are gravely underes
timated by those who assess its present 
condition by inorganic measures. 

An example of a factor that con
tributes mysteriously to the growth of 
the Baha'i community is that of de
velopment at the World Centre. In 
1939, when the Guardian took a major 
step in developing the monument gar
dens on Mount Carmel, he described it 
as "an event which will release forces 
that are bound to hasten the emer
gence . . . of some of the highest gems 
of ... World Order." 10 

Someone who does not comprehend 
the spiritual nature of Baha'i com
munity growth would search in vain 
for a causative relationship between an 
apparently insignificant beautification 
of land on a mountain slope and the 
growth of the Institutions of a new 
World Order foreshadowed in the Ba
ha'i Writings. 

Other examples may be found in au
thoritative statements about the future 
development of the Faith in Europe. 
The Universal House of Justice has re
ferred to "the islands of the Mediter
ranean and the North Sea" as "islands 
which are to play such an important 
role in the awakening of the entire con
tinent." II 

Under conditions of inorganic 
growth, the process would be the exact 
opposite: first, the Faith would be es
tablished firmly on the European con
tinentalland mass, and from there, the 
Mediterranean and North Sea islands 
would be opened to the Faith. But the 
organic growth process proceeds by an 
entirely different strategy, governed by 
Divine principle, and manifested in the 
successive Plans emanating from the 
World Centre of the Faith. 

Another European example is that 
of the future role of the Baha'i com
munity in Germany, which is destined, 
in the words of the Guardian, to "em-

bark on a campaign, beyond the bor
ders of its homeland, that will carry the 
light of the Faith to the adjoining 
eastern frontiers of Europe, into 
Asia." 12 

Applying inorganic principles, one 
would be unlikely to choose the Ger
man Baha'is for such a role, in view of 
the tensions and apprehensions which 
have been apparent between Germany 
and its Eastern European neighbors 
since the 1940s. 

The statements in the Baha'i Writ
ings concerning the spiritual axis be
tween Australia and Japan well illus
trate the mysteries of organic growth. 
A casual observer might well wonder 
why these two countries, so greatly dif
ferent in population, culture, lan
guage, custom and race, and separated 
by so great a distance, should be desig
nated as the magnetic poles of a spiri
tual power in that region. 

Divine guidance, cognizant of past 
and future from a perspective that 
transcends the dimension of time, as
serts that the opportunities and chal
lenges destined to arise, as the Baha'i 
community hastens toward completion 
of all the provisions of the Divine Plan 
in the decades or centuries ahead, will 
be such as to project Australia and 
Japan into a pre-eminent role in the af
fairs of the Faith in the Asian-Aus
tralasian region. 

The Baha'i teachings foster the use 
of the rational faculties in a spirit of in
quiry, to unravel the mysteries of the 
spiritual and material worlds, and thus 
to contribute to the growth of religious 
and scientific understanding. Hence, 
we may confidently anticipate that the 
mysteries of organic growth will be
come progressively disclosed, as our 
understanding of the interplay between 
the spiritual and material determinants 
of growth increases, and as the passage 
of time reveals more fully the course 
followed by the Baha'i community in 
its expansion. 

The Asian-Australasian region 
The spiritual axis between Australia 
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and Japan lies at the interface of "the 
vast continent of Asia" and "the water 
hemisphere which comprises all of 
Australasia." 13 Together, "the pop
ulation of Asia and Australasia is well 
over half the world population." 14 

Within these two continental areas are 
to be found many areas named spe-

\ 
cifically by 'Abdu'l-Baha in the Tab
lets 0/ the Divine Plan, significant in 
light of the statement by the Universal 
House of Justice as to "how great is 
the potential for the Faith in the lo
calities blessed by these references." IS 

The Australasian continental region 
embraces the Pacific, the world's 
largest ocean, in which are to be found 
10,000 islands scattered over an area of 
160 million square kilometers; it is 
lightly populated, with the largest 
number of people being the some 15 
million in Australia, whose land area is 
almost equal to that of the United 
States. 

Shoghi Effendi described the Pacific 
region around, and including, Aus
tralia as "an area endowed with un
imaginable potentialities, and which, 
owing to its strategic position, is bound 
to feel the impact of world shaking 
forces, and to shape to a marked de
gree through the experiences gained by 
its peoples in the school of adversity, 
the destinies of mankind." 16 

'Abdu'l-Baha directed attention to 
"the three great island groups 0/ the 
Pacific Ocean-Polynesia, Micronesia 
and Melanesia. JJ 17 The great potential 
of the indigenous Pacific Islanders is 
lauded by the Guardian in his state
ment that "a spiritual receptivity, a 
purity of heart and uprightness of 
character exists potentially amongst 
many of the peoples of the Pacific Isles 
to an extent equal to that of the tribes
men of Africa." 18 

By contrast, the vast Asian conti
nental land mass includes more than 
half the entire population of the world. 
It is described by the Guardian as "the 
cradle of the principal religions of 
mankind; the home of so many of the 
oldest and mightiest civilizations which 
have flourished on this planet; the 

. crossways of so many kindreds and 
races; the battleground of so many 
peoples and nations ... " 19 

The Universal House of Justice call-
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ed attention recently to the fact that 
this region "includes Asiatic U.S.S.R. 
and mainland China accounting for 
more than one thousand million souls 
who are, for the most part, untouched 
by the Revelation of Baha'u'llah." 20 

'Abdu'l-Baha is reported to have de
scribed China many years ago in these 

terms: "China, China, China, China
ward the Cause 0/ Bahd'u'lldh must 
march! Where is that holy sanctified 

DR. PETER J. KHAN 

Bahd'(to bec-Ome the teacher o/China! 
China has most great capability. The 
Chinese people are most simple
hearted and truth-seeking . . . China is 
the country 0/ the future ... JJ 21 

The area of influence of the spiritual 
axis between Australia and Japan also 
includes Southeast Asia, a region de
scribed by the Guardian in this man
ner: 

"By virtue of its vastness, its hetero
geneous character, its geographical po
sition, bridging the gulf separating the 
Baha'i communities now fir,nly estab
lished in both the northern and south
ern regions of the Pacific Ocean, the 
spiritual receptivity of many of its in
habitants, and the role which they are 

destined to play in the future shaping 
of the aff!lirs of mankind, this vast 
area ... is bound ... to exercise a 
far-reaching influence on the future 
destinies of the World Baha'i com
munity ... " 22 

Elsewhere, the Universal House of 
Justice says of this region: "South East 
Asia, whose gifted and industrious 
people have embraced four of the 
world's major religions, have produced 
in all ages civilizations and cultures 
representative of the highest accomp
lishments of the human race." 23 

From these passages it is clear that 
the continental areas on both sides of 
the spiritual axis have unusually great 
potential, and that they are destined to 
have a marked influence on the future 
of mankind. 

The two continental regions are 
c0mplementary in the role that they 
can play in the development of the 
worldwide Baha'i community. Asia 
has the potential to provide vast man
power to reinforce the ranks of 
teachers and administrators, while the 
small independent nations of Aus
tralasia can bring recognition and pres
tige to the Faith as the Baha'is become 
an appreciable fraction of the national 
population and as the Baha'i values 
permeate the national consciousness. 

The Asian believers bring to the Ba
ha'i community the richness of their 
cultural traditions rooted in the wis
dom of the great religions of the Pro
phetic Cycle, while the Australasian 
Baha'is are, in many nations, relatively 
free from the fetters of religious ortho
doxy and ecclesiastical authority and 
can thus freely surrender themselves to 
the Baha'i way of life. The individual
ism that is so dominant in much of 
Australasia is balanced by the em
phasis on social cooperation and col
lective action in much of Asia. 

Thus the spiritual axis acts as a 
bridge joining together the best qual
ities of the peoples of the world's 
largest continent and the world's 
largest oceanic area, for the con
struction of the new World Order. 
Australia and Japan 

Australia and Japan, designated as 
the southern and northern poles, re
spectively, of the spiritual axis, share 
certain characteristics in common 



- . --"-- . 

The formation in 1957 of a regional National Spiritual Assembly centered in Tokyo was hailed by the 
Guardian as 'a momentous development paving the way for the eventual introduction of the Faith into 
the far-flung Chinese mainland and, beyond it, to the extensive territories of Soviet Russia.' 

while they are complementary in other 
ways. 

Both share the bounty of having 
been opened to the Faith during the 
Ministry of the Center of the Cove
nant, by Baha'is who came as pioneers 
from America and who were later to be 
designated as Hands of the Cause of 
God. The Guardian refers to the Japa
nese and Australian Baha'i commu
nities as having had "the inestimable 
privilege of being called into being in 
the lifetime of, and through the opera
tion of the dynamic forces released by 
the Centre of Baha'u'llah's Cove
nant." 24 

Both are destined to shoulder great 
responsibilities in service to the Cause. 
The Guardian indicated that the Ba
ha'is of Australia and New Zealand 
would "contribute, to a degree unsus
pected as yet by its members, its full 
share to the world-wide establishment 
of the Faith of Baha'u'llah, the eman
cipation of its Oriental followers, the 
recognition of its independence, the 
birth of its World Order and the emer
gence of ... world civilization." 23 

He further designated the Japanese 
Baha'is as "destined to have a pre
ponderating share in awakening the 
peoples and races inhabiting the entire 
Pacific area, to the Message of Baha
'u'llah, and to act as the Vanguard of 
His hosts in their future spiritual con
quest of the main body of the yellow 
race on the Chinese mainland." 26 

The formation in 1957 of a regional 
National Spiritual Assembly centered 
in Tokyo was hailed by the Guardian 
as "a momentous development paving 
the way for the eventual introduction 
of the Faith into the far-flung Chinese 
mainland and, beyond it, to the exten
sive territories of Soviet Russia." 27 

In addition, there are complemen
tary characteristics. Australia has a 
small population spread over a large 
area, whereas Japan has a large popu
lation concentrated in a relatively small 
area. Commercially, these two nations 
have become important trading part-

ners in recent years, with the vast 
natural resources of Australia balanced 
by the mighty industrial technology of 
Japan. 

The Guardian analyzed the Aus
tralian Baha'i community as showing 
"exemplary loyalty," "unsparing de
votion," "keen enthusiasm," "per
sistent endeavours" and "willingness 
to sacrifice." 28 On one occasion, he 
said, through his secretary, that "the 
soundness, healthiness and vigour" of 
the Australian Baha'i community "is 
an example to the Baha'is in other con
tinents of the globe." 29 

The Japanese people were described 
by 'Abdu'l-Baha as being "intelligent 
and sagacious" 30 and as having "the 
power of rapid assimilation" and of 
being "endowed with a most remark
able capacity for the spread of the 
Cause of God." 31 Shoghi Effendi 
praised the Japanese people for their 
"great vision and spirituality" 32 and 
for being "so sensitive to every form of 
beauty both spiritual and material." 33 

The Guardian also wrote that "the love 
of the Japanese people for truth and 
beauty is very great." 34 

It is clear that the Australian and 
Japanese Baha'is share great oppor
tunities and responsibilities for the fu
ture progress of the Faith, and that 
their characteristics are complementary 
rather than identical. It thus follows 
that unity and close cooperation be
tween the two communities allows 
these complementary qualities to be 
combined to produce an amalgam hav
ing a-capacity and potential far greater 
than that of the individual national 
communities themselves. 

This complementary quality may 
well be one of the secrets behind the 
mystery of the spiritual axis, and the 
profound influence that the axis is des
tined to have on the future growth of 
the Faith. 

Developing the spiritual axis 
The Baha'i writings clearly indicate 

measures to be taken, and pitfalls to be 

avoided, in the development of the 
spiritual axis. As early as 1918, 'Ab
du'l-Baha wrote to Agnes Alexander, 
who was then a pioneer to Japan, ad
vising her that "Effort must be ex
erted ... that East and West, like un
to two longing souls, may embrace 
each oTher in the utmost of love. " 3~ 

In his message concerning the spiri
tual axis, Shoghi Effendi designated 
"the close and continued association" 
of the Australian and Japanese Baha'i 
communities in raising and consoli
dating the World Order as being "a 
matter of vital and urgent impor
tance." 36 One historic milestone in 
that close association was the unprece
dented joint consultation of the Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies of Japan 
and Australia at the International Ba
ha'i Conference last September in Can
berra. 

The Guardian also identified three 
barriers, which form part of the life of 
the two nations and which must be 
overcome in order to effect and main
tain that association. These barriers 
are: 

• " ... great ... distance that sepa
rates them ... " 

• " ... they differ in race, language, 
custom, and religion . : ." 

• ..... active ... political forces 
which tend to keep them apart and fos
ter racial and political antago
nisms ... " 37 

The Universal House of Justice com
mented on that passage recently, point
ing out that "These guidelines, penned 
a quarter of a century ago, are as valid 
today as when they were written, and 
can be taken to heart by all Baha'i 
communities on either side of the 
axis." 38 

A significant outcome of the spiri
tual axis is the execution of collective 
projects by the Japanese and Aus
tralian Baha'i communities, with the 
support of Baha'is in other areas. The 
Guardian indicated that the spiritual 
axis was "destined to affect, to a mark
ed degree, the destinies of the Faith 
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throughout the islands of the Pacific 
Ocean in the years immediately 
ahead," 39 and he spoke of "the collec
tive enterprises that must, sooner or 
later, be launched and carried to a suc
cessful conclusion. by the island com
munities situated in the Northern and 
Southern regions as well as in the heart 
of the Pacific Ocean." .0 

The Guardian also called on Aus
tralia to "lend whatever assistance is 
possible" to the Baha'i community of 
New Zealand so that, in the future, 
that community might also "share, in a 
befitting manner" 41 in these collective 
endeavors. 

The Universal House of Justice has 
designated as one of the goals of the 
Seven Year Plan "a joint team teach
ing project to the Caroline Islands" to 
be planned and carried out as a col
laborative effort by the National Spiri
tual Assemblies of Australia and 
Japan. No doubt this project, impor
tant as it is, will prove to be no more 
than the beginning of a vast program 
of collaboration in projects in the 
Pacific Islands and in Asia, stretching 
forth into the distant future of the For
mative Age of the Faith. 

The effect on the world 
Shoghi Effendi, in a letter written in 

1922, his first message to the Baha'is of 
Japan in his capacity as Guardian of 
the Faith, quoted the Master, 'Abdu'l
Baha, as stating: "Japan, with (ano
ther country whose name He stated but 
bade us conceal for the present) will 
take the lead in the spiritual re-awaken
ing of the peoples and nations that the 
world shall soon witness. " 42 

In light of later references by the 
Guardian to the relationship between 
Japan and Australia, it appears reason
able to entertain the possibility that 
perhaps these were the two countries to 
which 'Abdu'l-Baha referred, and that 
the power of the spiritual axis will be to 
effect "the spiritual re-awakening of 
the peoples and nations" so desper
ately needed by a social order which is, 
throughout the world, infected with 
"materialism, greed, corruption and 
conflict." 43 
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The world 

Performing group proclaims Faith in UK 

The Faith is being proclaimed in the 
United Kingdom through the efforts of 
five Baha'is who have created a 
musical performance entitled "The 
Seasons of Man" that was presented in 
eight cities of northeastern England 
and southern Scotland last summer. 

Ouring that tour, members of the 
group, known as "Fire and Snow," 
were interviewed for 30 minutes on 
Radio Aire in Leeds. 

Now back on the road for a second 
season, Fire and Snow is generating 
even more media interest. 

Reports in the local paper followed a 
recent performance in Newmarket, af
ter which members of the group were 
interviewed on BBC Radio Cam
bridge's "Sunday Company" maga
zine program during which the Faith 
was discussed. 

A recent breakthrough was achieved 
with two non-Baha'i bookings for Fire 
and Snow. The group was scheduled to 
appear at the Luton Theatre Festival 
and at East Warwickshire College in 
Rugby. 

* * * 
The Faith received its most extensive 

press coverage to date in Northern Ire
land last November 27-December IO 
when more than 300 column inches in 
newspapers throughout the province 
were devoted to Baha'i-related articles. 

Much of the coverage was centered 
on two traveling teachers who were 
making separate but almost simulta
neous visits to Northern Ireland. 

The two, American poet and writer 
Dorothy Lee Hansen and Dr. Geoffrey 
Nash from England, were interviewed 
by several newspapers. Dr. Nash is the 
author of Iran's Secret Pogrom, an ac
count of the persecution of Baha'is in 
Iran. 

One journal in Northern Ireland de
voted almost one full page to a review 
of Dr. Nash's book. Ms. Hansen also 

was interviewed on radio. 
Another source for publicity during 

this period was a successful reception 
held for dignitaries in Ballymena. This 
was especially welcome, since Bally
mena has a reputation for Christian 
fundamentalism. 

The deputy mayor of the town at
tended in his official capacity, and 
became so involved that at the end of 
the reception he expressed his warm 
appreciation for having been invited 
and pledged that he and his council 
would do all they could to focus public 
awareness on the plight of Baha'is in 
Iran. 

In a sadder vein, public interest also 
was aroused by publicity given to re
ports of the tragic death of Dr. Daniel 
C. Jordan, the vice-chairman of the 
U.S. National Spiritual Assembly. 

This resulted from Dr. Jordan's 
close ties with Northern Ireland; his 

Dominican Republic 

Shown during their visit last October 
30-31 to the Dominican Republic are 
Continental Counsellors (left to right) 
Carmen de Bura/ato, Ruth Pringle and 
Dr. Farzam Arbab. The Counsellors 
met with members 0/ the National 
Spiritual Assembly, the National 
Teaching Committee, and other inter
ested/riends. Consultation centered on 

wife, Nancy, is a native of Larne, and 
their marriage ceremony in 1956 was 
the first Baha'i wedding ever to take 
place in the province. 

* * * 
A beautiful white magnolia tree was 

planted last September 25 in the east
ern corner of the Canterbury Cathedral 
precincts by local Baha'is in memory 
of the martyred Baha'is in Iran. The 
tree is in a direct line with the cathedral 
altar, as it faces the Holy Land. 

The Dean of Canterbury said he felt 
privileged to be associated with this 
planting in the most sacred place in the 
cathedral precincts. "This tree will be a 
reminder of those who have given their 
lives for God," he said. 

Among those present on the occas
ion were the chairman and secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United Kingdom. 

ways in which a teaching-deepening 
program used in Colombia through the 
auspices 0/ the Ruhi BaM', School 
there might be used in the Dominican 
Republic. Counsellors Pringle and de 
Bura/ato also spoke at an evening 
proclamation meeting at the National 
Library. 
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Panama 
United Nations Human Rights Day 
was observed last December 10 in Pa
nama City, Panama, with a chamber 
music concert sponsored by the Spiri
tual Assemblies .of Panama City and 
Ancdn. The concert marked the debut 
of a newly formed quartet. The pro
gram included a talk on the Faith and 
the Bahd'f view of human rights by 
Rachel Constante, a member of the 
Spiritual Assembly of Panama City. 

This photograph, taken last December 
15, shows the erection of reinforcing 
steel bars in the dome ribs of the Bahd 'f 

Baha'i and non-Baha'i women from 
several Pacific communities partici
pated last fall in a two-day women's 
conference in Apia, Western Samoa, 
that was planned in honor of the 50th 
anniversary of the passing of the 
Greatest Holy Leaf. 

Speakers at the conference included 
Her Highness Masiofo Lili Malietoa, 
the wife of His Highness Malietoa Ta-
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House of Worship in Apia, Western 
Samoa. 

numafili II; the Malietoa's sister, Her 
Highness Salamasina Malietoa; Coun
sellor Tinai Hancock; and Pa Arika 
Lady Davis, a Baha'i who is the wife of 
the prime minister of the Cook Islands. 

Auxiliary Board members from Kiri
bati, Tuvalu, the Cook Islands and Sa
moa participated in the conference 
which also was attended by a Maori 
woman from New Zealand. 

Nanyang Siang Pau, the leading Chi
nese-language daily newspaper in Sing
apore, last September 9 carried a pho
tograph and report of an interview 
with a Baha'i delegation to its editorial 
offices where the visitors were received 
by the deputy chief editor. 

Later, a reporter from the paper vis
ited the home of the assistant secretary 
of the National Spiritual Assembly to 
obtain more information about the 
Faith for a longer article. 

Among the members of the Baha'i 
delegation that visited the newspaper 
offices was Dr. Marco Kappenberger, 
a Baha'i from Switzerland who is a Ba
ha'i observer at the United Nations in 
Geneva. 

During his visit to Singapore, Dr. 
Kappenberger lunched with Professor 
Ho Wing Meng of the department of 
philosophy at the National University 
of Singapore. 

With him during that visit were Mur
ray Samuel, chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Singapore, and 
Shirin Fozdar. Five Baha'i books were 
presented to Professor Meng. 

* * * 
Eight people were enrolled in the 

Faith in Singapore during a two-week 
period last December. 

Six of the new Baha'is accepted the 
Faith during a fireside conducted by a 
traveling teacher from Western Ma
laysia who dedicated a few weeks of his 
school holidays to teaching in Singa
pore. 

Two others embraced the Cause dur
ing the Singapore Winter School held 
the last week in December. 



Belize 
One hundred-sixteen Baha'is and 

their guests including 41 children from 
all six districts of Belize participated 
last December in a four-day Baha'i 
Winter School held on a farm in the 
west central part of the country near its 
border with Guatemala. 

Classes for youth and adults includ
ed presentations on the meaning of sac
rifice. Local teachers were joined by 
two visitors from the United States and 

Finland 
Special visitors to Finland during 

B.E. 139 included the Hand of the 
Cause of God and Mrs. H. Collis 
Featherstone, who attended the Fin
nish Baha'i Summer School, and 
Counsellors Hartmut Grossman, who 
attended a teaching conference in Jy
vaskyla, and Betty Reed, who partici
pated in the Finnish Baha'i Winter 
School. 

Stirred by this impulse, the Finnish 
Baha'i community has embarked on a 
two-pronged campaign of personal 
teaching and proclamation. 

The first year of the teaching cam
paign, which is to run through the re
mainder of the Seven Year Plan, is 
dedicated to the memory of the Great
est Holy Leaf. The effort is focused 
upon winning the remaining goals of 
the Plan and deepenings for indivi
duals and small groups. 

Also scheduled is a week-long na
tionwide proclamation designed to 
reach "key figures" in Finland in
cluding those who live where there is 
presently no BahA'i community. Each 
of these prominent persons will be con
tacted by letter and sent an informa
tion booklet especially designed for the 
proclamation week. 

Besides special teaching projects to 
help win the youth goals in Finland, 
the Baha'i youth there now have a Ba
ha'i school of higher education. 

Using lectures, extensive home as
signments,' and other projects, the 
youth are tackling such subjects as The 
Dawn-breakers, The Hidden Words of 
Bahd'u'lIdh, and the challenges of be
ing a Baha'i youth in today's world. 

The task is made harder by the fact 
that much of their study and deepening 
materials have not yet been translated 
into Finnish. 

Canada who also conducted classes. 
Separate sessions were provided for 

children from the ages of 3 to 13 years, 
and a special class for youth was held 
each day of the Winter School. 

During the afternoons participants 
chose between selected arts and crafts, 
drama or choir. On the final day, each 
activity class presented its special pro
ject to the entire school. 

Shown are participants in the 1982 Fin
nish Baha'i Winter School. Counsellor 

Pictured here are participants in the 
Bahd'i Summer School held last year in 
Savonlinna, Finland. A special guest at 
the school was the Hand of the Cause 

The art class prepared an art mural 
of dough depicting people of all races; 
the drama class prepared several skits 
with Baha'i themes, and the choir sang 
several new songs its members had 
learned during the school sessions. 

Also on the final day, the children 
presented highlights of their Saturday 
evening talent show to everyone pres
ent. 

Betty Reed (standing at left in second 
row) was among the speakers. 

of God H. Collis Featherstone (stand
i~g in front row left of center in dark 
coat). 

Baha'i News/May 1983 13 



Solomon Islands 

Pictured here are BaM '(s who attended 
the Guadalcanal Regional Teaching 

More than 120 Baha'is and their 
guests attended an interfaith obser
vance of United Nations Day last Oc
tober 24 at the Baha'i National Center 
in Honiara, Guadalcanal, Solomon Is
lands. 

The program, following the format 
used for a similar UN Day observance 
at the Baha'i House of Worship in 
Sydney, Australia, included selected 

Benin 
Increased teaching efforts in Benin 

have resulted in the recent formation 
of one new Spiritual Assembly in the 
Borgou region, one in the Mono, and 
four in the Zou, with six more Assem
blies to be formed in Zou in the near 
future. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Benin traces the upsurge in teaching to 
the efforts of 18 traveling teachers who 
visited the country before and after the 
International Conference in Lagos, Ni
geria. 

"Partly as a result of this," the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly writes, "a 
delegation of 120 Beninese men, wo
men, youth and children from all six 
provinces went to Lagos. The repercus
sions of their participation are still be
ing felt as those who' attended recount 
their experiences to their families and 
friends and engage in heightened teach
ing activity." 

Benin's National Assembly has writ
ten letters of appreciation to each of 
the traveling teachers. 
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Conference held last October 23-24 in 
Honiara, Guadalcanal, Solomon Is-

writings from the world's great reli
gions interspersed with songs by a local 
choir composed of Baha'is. 

An edited version of the program 
was broadcast that evening by the na
tional radio network in the Solomons. 

The UN Day program was held as a 
part of the Guadalcanal Regional 
Teaching Conference October 23-24 

Mexico 

Shown here are some of the Bahd '(5 

and their friends who participated last 
September in a deepening institute for 
new believers held in the village of 
Guegovela, Oaxaca, Mexico. The insti
tute, dedicated to the memory of the 

lands. 

that was attended by many Baha'is 
from outlying areas who experienced 
their first large Baha'i gathering and 
their first opportunity to help arrange 
such an event. 

The conference featured reports on 
teaching from the Baha'i International 
Conference held last September 2-5 in 
Canberra, Australia. 

Greatest Holy Leaf, was sponsored by 
the Regional Teaching Committee of 
Oaxaca and featured presentations on 
her life, progressive revelation, the 
Covenant, prayer and meditation, and 
the importance of unity. 



Papua New Guinea 

Shown here are participants in a Pidgin 
English deepening institute called 'La
nim Moa Skul' that was held last De
cember 18-19 in Keravat, Papua New 

About 40 adults and children par
ticipated last December 18-19 in "La
nim Moa Skul," a Baha'i deepening in
stitute in Pidgin English held in Kera
vat, Papua New Guinea. 

Speakers included two members of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Papua New Guinea, Paul Bluett and 

. David Hall, and Auxiliary Board mem
ber Ruhi Mi11s. 

Children sing songs about the Faith 
during a 'Seminar on Family Life' held 
last October 24 in Rabaul, Papua New 
Guinea, to commemorate United Na
tions Da}). More than 80 people from 

Guinea. Seven of those who attended 
the two-day institute declared their 
belief in Bahd'u'lldh. 

Mr. Ha1\, who is secretary of the Na
tional Assembly, conducted a work
shop session on use of the teaching 
booklet. 

Three Baha'i youth from Australia, 
Canada and Papua New Guinea spoke 
about Badi' and about Baha'i youth 
activities in their respective countries. 

Seven people at the institute declared 
their belief in Baha'u'1\ah. 

many provinces of Papua New Guinea 
and from India, Bangladesh and the 
United States participated including 
the minister and choir from a local 
Seventh Day Adventist church. 

Zimbabwe 
Twenty-four people at the Gonza Sec
ondary School in Mhondoro, Zim
babwe, declared their belief in Baha
'u '\lah during a recent visit to the 
school by a group of Baha'is. 

The new believers at the school in
clude a teacher who heads the insti
tution's secondary wing. 

Several students expressed a wish to 
enroll after completing further study of 
the Faith. 

The visit was part of a teaching ef
fort aimed at several primary and sec
ondary schools and training centers, 
many of which were being revisited. 

• • • 
Children from five communities in 

Zimbabwe attended a recent children's 
conference at Mutsigiri Farm where 
they heard stories about the life of 
Baha'u'1\ah, participated in lively dis
cussions, and sang songs. 

A talk on the attributes of Baha'i life 
was followed by a spontaneous presen
tation by the children of small plays il
lustrating particular attributes assigned 
to their group. It was evident that the 
children returned home delighted with 
their experience in this new learning 
technique. 

• • • 
Twenty-five people attended a re

cent regional Baha'i Women's Con
ference that was sponsored by the Ba
ha'is of Mashonaland, Zimbabwe. 

Participants studied the life of the 
Greatest Holy Leaf, the principles of 
Baha'i family life, and several do
mestic topics including pregnancy and 
child care. 

The gathering was marked by a high 
spirit of enthusiasm and active audi
ence participation. 

Burma 
Forty Baha'is representing 11 Local 

Spiritual Assemblies in Burma partici
pated in a recent teaching campaign 
that carried the Faith to almost a1\ 
areas around Mandalay City including 
13 ~earby vi11ages. 

As a result of the project, four peo
ple have been enrol1ed as Baha'is. 

An attractive invitation card was dis
tributed to about 900 households, and 
nearly 200 requests for more informa
tion about the Faith were received. 
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Bermuda 

United Nations Day was observed in 
Bermuda last November 7 with a pro
gram at the city hall in Hamilton that 
was sponsored by the National Spiri-

tual Assembly of Bermuda. 
One of the guest speakers was His 

Excellency Sir Richard Posnett, the 
governor of Bermuda and a long-time 

Joy Blackett (at microphone), a Baha'i singer, is shown performing during the 
from Bermuda who is a renowned United Nations Day observance last 
mezzo-soprano opera and concert November 7 in Hamilton, Bermuda. 

Argentina 
Nine teaching teams, formed re

cently in Argentina to carry out ex
pansion and consolidation work, are 
proclaiming the Faith to all strata of 
society. 

Each of eight teams, whose member
ship changes slightly for various pro
jects, is dedicated to the memory of 
one of the recent Persian martyrs with 
members of that martyr's family on the 
team. 
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The ninth team is dedicated to the 
memory of Amoz Gibson, a member 
of the Universal House of Justice who 
died last year. 

The teams are working to overcome 
the obstacle of the vast empty spaces in 
Argentina that hinder the exchange oj 

news and activities. 

Speakers at the United Nations Day 
observance last November 7 in Hamil
TOn, Bermuda, were (left to right) 
.Werle Martin, an assistant to the Aux
iliar.v Board; Afary Walker, vice-chair
man of the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Bermuda; His Excellency Sir 
Richard Posnett, governor of Ber
muda; Nancy Mondschein, the repre
sentative of the US. National Spiritual 
Assembly to the (/nited Nations; Ran
dall Butler, an aide to the governor; 
and Leighton Rochester (standing), 
chairman of the .":ational Spiritual As
sembly of Bermuda. 

friend of the Faith, who told the au
dience of Baha'is and their guests that 
he felt compelled to speak (in spite of a 
painful back injury suffered only five 
days before) because of his experience 
in Kampala. Li ganda. at the time of the 
brutal murder of the Hand of the 
Cause of God Enoch Olinga, and be
cause the United Nations is dear to his 
heart as he worked there for four years 
as a member of the mission from the 
Cnited Kingdom. 

In 1979, the governor arrived in 
Kampala one day after the withdrawal 
from the capital of Idi Amin's forces. 

The following morning, he said, he 
was at breakfast when someone ran in 
to tell him of a tragedy five or six doors 
down the road. 

Arriving at t~e Olinga home, Sir 
Richard found the Hand of the Cause 
lying dead in the driveway and his wife 
and three children inside the house. All 
of them had been shot to death. 

Two months after becoming gover
nor of Bermuda, Sir Richard men
tioned the Faith in a talk that was car
ried on radio and television and 
covered in all three of Bermuda's 
newspapers. 

Another of the UN Day speakers 
was Nancy Mondschein, the U.S. Na
tional Spiritual Assembly's represen
tative at the. United Nations, whose 
topic was "The Baha'i Faith and the 
Linited Nations." 

Entertainment was pro\'ided by Joy 
Blackett, a member of the Baha'i com
munity of Pembroke, Bermuda, who is 
an internationally known mezzo
soprano concert and opera singer. 
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Hawaii 
Twenty Filipino Baha'is from five 

major islands in the Hawaiian chain at
tended the first Filipino Teaching Con
ference in Hawaii last February 4-6 at 
the Baha'i National Center in Hono
lulu. 

The National Teaching Committee 
of Hawaii, inspired by the directive 
from the Universal House of Justice to 
train Filipino teachers there during the 
Seven Year Plan, sponsored and plan
ned the gathering to "stimulate, en
courage and inspire" the participants. 

Speakers at the conference, which 
was conducted in I1ocano, the predom
inant Filipino dialect spoken in Ha
waii, included Counsellor Ben Ayala, 
who is himself Filipino. 

The sessions were marked by frank 
and open consultation on a variety of 
topics. An evening session included 
Filipino dancing and singing, and par
ticipants shared stories of how they 
had become Baha'is and offered ideas 
and suggestions for teaching others. 

Two of the participants said their at
tendance increased their pride in being 
Filipino. One said she had grown up 
being "ashamed" of her heritage, but 
said that the conference had helped to 

Central African Republic 
Progress on a goal of the Seven Year 

Plan is reported by the National Spiri
tual Assembly of the Central African 
Republic with the translation and pub
lication of Baha'i literature in French 
and Sango. 

Working closely with the Continen
tal Board of Counsellors in Africa, the 
National Spiritual Assembly recently 
published a selection of prayers and ex
cerpts from The Hidden Words in 
French under the title Prayers and 
Meditations; a French edition of The 
Remembrance of God; and Manualfor 
the Functioning of a Local Spiritual 
Assembly, also in French, that is de
scribed as being of special usefulness in 
villages. 

A compilation on Baha'i family life 
has been translated into Sango and 
French. Also published is a textbook in 
Sango for use in children's classes and 
a booklet in Sango for deepening on 
Baha'i family life. Other booklets are 
in the process of publication. 

change her feelings. 
The other spoke of how surprisingly 

comfortable it had been to be in a 
group of Baha'is that was primarily 
Filipino and how confident she had 

Pictured with members of the sponsor
ing National Teaching Committee of 
the Hawaiian Islands are 20 Filipino 
Baha'is from five major islands in the 

Pakistan 
More than 200 Baha'is from 19 lo

calities joined many non-Baha'i guests 
last December 24-28 at the Winter 
School in Hyderabad, Pakistan. 

Speakers included members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Pak
istan and the Auxiliary Board. Coun
sellor ~abir Afaqi sent a special mes
sage to the participants. 

Seventeen teachers including wo
men, youth and elderly Baha'is con
ducted a variety of classes that focused 
on the history of the Faith; Baha'i 
principles, laws and administration. 
Separate classes for children were ar
ranged by the National Youth and 
Education Committee. 

Each morning, following individual 
prayer, special prayers were read for 
the persecuted Baha'is in Iran. 

suddenly become in her use of her 
nati\·e dialect. 

The small but historic gathering was 
permeated by a sense of significance 
and festive homecoming. 

Hawaiian chain who attended the first 
Filipino Teaching Conference last Feb
ruary 4-6 at the Baha'OVational Center 
in Honolulu. 

Each evening, Baha'i youth from 
various localities presented programs 
including songs with Baha'i themes 
and skits that were well received. 

On one evening, the National Ladies 
Committee conducted a bazaar. On 
another evening, participants were di
vided into three workshop groups to 
discuss the Baha'i life, teaching, and 
pioneering. 

.. .. .. 
World Religion Day was observed 

January 17 in Karachi, Pakistan, with 
a public seminar that featured rep
resentatives of the Baha'i, Christian, 
Hindu and Zoroastrian faiths discuss
ing "the need for religion." 
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The Universal House of Justice has sent to all National 
Spiritual Assemblies the following prayer revealed by 
'Abdu'I-Bahd in which mention is made of persecutions, 
the martyred friends and their relatives. The prayer is for 
general use. -

• 
He is God 

o Lord my God! 0 Thou Helper of the 
feeble, Succourer of the poor and Deliverer of 
the helpless who turn unto Thee. 

With utmost lowliness I raise my suppliant 
hands to Thy kingdom of beauty and fervently 
call upon Thee with my inner tongue, saying: 0 
God, my God! Aid me to adore Thee; strength
en my loins to serve Thee; assist me by Thy 
grace in my servitude to Thee; suffer me to re
main steadfast in my obedience to Thee; pour 
forth upon me the liberal effusions of Thy 
bounty, let the glances of the eye of Thy loving
kindness be directed towards me, and immerse 
me in the ocean of Thy forgiveness. Grant that I 
may be confirmed in my allegiance to Thy 
Faith, and bestow upon me a fuller measure of 
certitude and assurance, that I may wholly dis
pense with the world, may turn my face with en
tire devotion towards Thy face, be reinforced 
by the compelling power of proofs and testi
monies, and, invested with majesty and power, 
may pass beyond every region of heaven and 
earth. Verily Thou art the Merciful, the All
Glorious, the Kind, the Compassionate. 

o Lord! These are the survivors of the mar
tyrs, that company of blessed souls. They have 
sustained every tribulation and displayed pa
tience in the face of grievous injustice. They 
have forsaken all comfort and prosperity, have 
willingly submitted to dire suffering and adver
sity in the path of Thy love, and are still held 

captive in the clutches of their enemies who con
tinually torment them with sore torment,· and 
oppress them because they walk steadfastly in 
Thy straight path. There is no one to help them, 
no one to befriend them. Apart from the igno
ble and the wicked, there is no one to associate 
and consort with them. 

o Lord! These souls have tasted bitter agony _ 
in this earthly life and have, as a sign of their 
love for the shining beauty of Thy countenance 
and in their eagerness to attain Thy celestial 
kingdom, tolerated every gross indignity that 
the people of tyranny have inflicted upon them. 

o Lord! Fill their ears with the verses of 
divine assistance and of a speedy victory, and 
deliver them from the oppression of such as 
wield terrible might. Withhold the hands of the 
wicked, and leave not these souls to be torn by 
the claws and teeth of fierce beasts, for they are 
captivated by their love for Thee, entrusted with 
the mysteries of Thy holiness, stand humbly at 
Thy door and have attained to Thine exalted 
precinct. 

o Lord! Graciously reinforce them with a 
new spirit; illumine their eyes by enabling them 
to behold Thy wondrous evidences in the gloom 
of night; destine for them all good that abound
eth in Thy kingdom of eternal mysteries; make 
them as brilliant stars shining over all regions, 
luxuriant trees laden with fruit and branches 
moving in the breezes of dawn. 

I 

Verily, Thou art the Bountiful, tbe Mighty t 
the Omnipotent, the Unconstrained. There is 
none other God but Thee, the God 'of love and 
tender mercy, the All-Glorious, the Ever-For
giving. 
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Iran 

Islamic judge: 'Recant or be dealt with' 

The president of the Islamic Revolu
tionary Court of Shiniz, Iran, is 
quoted in a newspaper interview as say
ing, "It is absolutely certain that in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran there is no 
place whatsoever for Baha'is and Ba
ha'ism. " 

The interview with Hojjatol-Islam 
Qazai, which appeared in the February 
22 edition of the daily newspaper 
Khabar-i-Junub, offers further evi
dence in support of what the Baha'is in 
Iran have always maintained, namely, 
that the government there is deter
mined to eliminate the more active 
members of the Baha'i community, 
particularly those elected to Assem
blies, in the hope that by coupling such 
action with constant pressure and 
harassment of the mass of Baha'is, the 
Faith will be uprooted and destroyed. 

"Before it is too late," Mr. Qazai, 
who is also the religious judge in Shi
ritz, is quoted as saying, "the Baha'is 
should recant Baha'ism, which is con
demned by reason and logic. 

"Otherwise, the day will soon come 
when the Islamic nation will deal with 
them in accordance with its religious 
obligations, like it has dealt with other 
hypocrites who have appeared in more 
dangerous garb and have religious and 
satanic gatherings." 

The Revolutionary Court in Shiniz 
has sentenced 22 Baha'is to death, 
three of whom-two men and one wo
man-were hanged in March. 

Following are excerpts from the in
terview with Mr. Qazai: 

"The Iranian nation has arisen in ac
cordance with Koranic teachings and 
by the will of God has determined to 
establish the Government of God on 
earth. 

"Therefore, it cannot tolerate the 
perverted Baha'is who are instruments 
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of Satan and followers of the devil and 
of the super powers and their agents, 
such as the Universal House of Justice 
of Israel. 

"It is absolutely certain that in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran there is no 
place whatsoever for Baha'is and Ba
ha'ism .... 

"We witness that these germs of cor
ruption (Baha'is), who are offsprings 
of Satan and mercenary agents of the 
House of Justice of Israel, have 
created, however ridiculously, a state 
within a state, and a government and 
administration different from that of 
Islam. 

"It is laughable that in spite of this 
they claim to be loyal to the govern
ment and obedient to its laws. But this 
claim is a cover to hide their separation 
from the nation. 

"The Baha'is of Iran have one-, 
five- and lO-year plans, which are be
ing formulated by the colonialist satans 
and are being executed by the followers 
of Baba'ism .... 

"According to their religion, Baha'is 
consider themselves obligated to follow 
the Universal House of Justice, and the 
House of Justice is obligated according 
to Baha'i principles to follow the 
government of Israel. 

"In spite of all this, the Baha'is in 
Iran are not being arrested merely be
cause they are Baha'is; those who are 
active members of their administration 
are being arrested because of their 
direct or indirect relation with the 
House of Justice. 

"Only those who attach no value to 
the martyrs of the Islamic Republic, 
and to the people and government of 
Iran, are imprisoned. Such people are 
clear manifestations of 'the leaders of 
infidelity and Koffar-i-Harbi' (infidels 
against whom war is incumbent). 

"I hereby announce to the Baba'is 
that if they consider themselves loyal to 
the laws of the Islamic Republic and its 
Constitution, then in accordance with 
Article 13 of the Constitution any ac
tivities on the part of the Baha'is are 
against the Constitution, and the elec
tion of their Assemblies, the commit
tees, Feasts, etc., are all crimes, and ac
cording to the Constitution those who 
commit such crimes are considered 
criminals. 

"I take this opportunity to advise all 
fair-minded and intelligent Baha'is to 
return to the bosom of highly-esteemed 
Islam and wash from their faces the 
shame of following Baha'ism, which is 
a product of colonialism .... 

"Before it is too late the Baha'is 
should recant Baha'ism, which is con
demned by reason and logic. 

"Baba'is should know that they are 
not more powerful than the hypocrites 
and that the nation of the Party of God 
(Muslims) is not powerless in uproot
ing them. 

"Praised be to God that many Ba
ha'is return to the bosom of-Islam 
every day and curse the leaders of Ba
ba'ism. Daily newspapers are a witness 
to the logical action of some of these 
people. " 

Speaking of the condemnation to 
death of more than 20 Baba'is in 
Shiritz, Mr. Qazai says: 

"It has been proven that those who 
are condemned to death have been ac
tive members of Baha'ism~ from whom 
the simple people cannot escape. 

"The attachment of these con
demned Baha 'i~ to internal and exter
nal devils is true" beyond any doubt, 
and their enmity to Islam and Muslims 
largely evident." 



Commentary 

A response to recent persecutions in Iran 

The nature of persecution, whether 
religious or political, has prompted 
scholars and serious writers to consider 
usually one of four approaches. I Mar
tyrology is a legitimate enterprise that 
"preserves and memorializes the tragic 
events" ensuing from the persecution.~ 
A second approach would describe the 
resistance, whether active or passive, in 
the face of relentless oppression.) The 
study of specific policies and the mech
anism of destruction provides a third 
avenue,~ while the human face of the 
persecuted group itself constitutes yet a 
fourth view. l This last approach is es
sentially an ethnographic account of 
the day-to-day living of the victims of 
persecution. 

Available materials when consider
ing the recently intensified persecution 
of the Baha'i community in Iran lend 
themselves to a thorough study of the 
social context in which a persecuted re
ligious minority finds itself. The theme 
of this paper is to demonstrate how ef
forts of the Shi'ih authorities to po
liticize the Baha'i situation have largely 
failed and to explain why the Baha'i 
community has continued to exist de
spite the pressures of persecution. As a 
result of these events, the Baha'i com
munity has emerged from social ob
scurity. 

Throughout its l38-year history. 
since 1844, the Baha'i Faith in Iran has 

This article, entitled "Emerging 
from Obscurity: The Response of the 
Iranian Baha'i Community to Persecu
tion, 1978-1982, " is reprinted with per
mission from the Fall 1982 issue (Vol. 
Ill, No. 1) of Conflict Quarterly. [[ 
was written by Dr. Will C. van den 
Hoonaard, a Baha'i who is director of 
the Atlantic Regional Studies Program 
and assistant professor of sociology ar 
the University of New Brunswick. 
Canada. 

known persecution. There is a con
siderable body of literature which ad
dresses the nature of opposition to this 
Faith. Nabil's Narrativi! provides eye
witness accounts of persecutions in the 
1844-53 period, as does Count Go
bineau's well-known work.' However, 
not many reports exist to furnish us 
with accounts of the persecutions that 
occurred between 1853 and 1921.8 

The 1921- I 979 period, also relatively 
little documented, was more recently 
covered in a lengthy article by D. Mar
tin in Middle East Focus. 9 All these 
documented materials show that the 
basis of the persecution lies squarely in 
the hands of the Shi'ih clergy. With the 
heightened wave of persecution since 
the declaration of the Islamic Republic 
in late 1978, a good number of au
thentic documents pertaining to both 
persecutors and the persecuted have 
come to our attention. 10 In 1982, three 
books are being published as complete 
accounts of the persecutions. I I AIl of 
these accounts serve to underscore the 
fact that the persecution of the Baha'i 
community in Iran has been continu
ous, regardless of regime or time. One 
report states the foIlowing: 

"The Baha'i community as a 
whole ... suffered sustained and sys
tematic persecution under the Shah, 
and its members were relegated to sec
ond-class citizens, a practice which the 
present regime has easily inherited." I~ 

It is important to stress the point 
that the current outbreak of religious 
persecution against the Baha'is should 
not be simply regarded as some unfor
tunate outcome of the revolution in 
Iran. 

The main elements of the more re
cent persecutions are actually derived 
from what has happened earlier: a 
thorough denial' of all common civil 
and human rights. Baha'i marriage is 
not recognized in Iran, and thus a wife 

is open to prosecution for prostitution. 
The institutions of the Baha'i Faith 
have also been denied the right to func
tion as legitimate corporate bodies. No 
public religious ~ervices are permitted, 
Baha'i schools have been closed down, 
and Baha'i literature cannot be pub
lished or distributed. 

Baha'is, who are imprisoned or ex
ecuted under the current wave of per
secution, are "typicaIly charged with 
'spreading corruption throughout the 
world, spying for Zionist forces, pro
moting U.S. imperialism and sympa
thizing with the former regime.' " IJ 

These charges are particularly offen
sive to a religious community which, 
despite provocation, continues to be 
apolitical. The apolitical nature of the 
Baha'i community is not only apparent 
from its teachings,14 but also from 
various researched reports assembled 
by disinterested parties. II It was this 
same apolitical attitude that led Ba
ha'is not to join the former Shah's 
Rastakhiz Party in 1976. The Shah had 
established a one-party system as a 
means of removing opposition, and 
many Iranians who are associated with 
the present regime were members of 
this party. 

The current wave of persecution is 
based on a three-point plan that aims 
at strangulating and, eventuaIly, com
pletely extirpating the Iranian Baha'i 
community from Persian soil. This has 
led some analysts to look upon this 
plan as the "Final Solution." 16 This 
plan involves (a) confiscation or de
struction of Baha'i Holy Places and 
properties and the freezing or seizing 
of assets owned by Baha'is; (b) the ar
rest and execution of prominent Ba
ha'is; and (c) the intimidation of the 
rank-and-file membership. The statis
tics available provide evidence that the 
persecution is indeed substantial. 
There are more than 10,000 homeless 
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Baha'is, at least 150 are held in prison 
without charges, 113 have been exe
cuted, and at least 14 have disappeared 
or been kidnapped. 17 It would indeed 
be a complete misunderstanding of the 
Iranian situation if one were to equate 
the severe persecution of the Baha'is 
with the restric40ns imposed upon the 
other minority faiths, which are all 
legally recognized. While these latter 
faiths have rights enjoined upon them 
as "people of the Book," the BaM'is 
are ostracized, and persecuted, to the 
extreme. 

Baha'i Holy Places, properties 
and assets 

The denial of recognition as a mi
nority religion under the new Consti
tution of the Islamic Republic of Iran18 

has abetted unrestrained action on the 
part of mobs and official elements to 
confiscate and destroy all Baha'i prop
erties. Baha'i holding companies-nec
essary institutions in Iran because of
ficial Baha'i bodies have never been 
recognized-were completely seques
tered, and this paved the way for seiz
ure of all Baha'i property. Local and 
national assets have been frozen, in
cluding a BaM'i hospital, clinic and an 
agricultural institute. BaM'i cemeteries 
haV"e been destroyed. Religious sites 
have been confiscated, razed to the 
ground or occupied. One of the most 
sacred Holy Places in the BaM'i world, 
the House of the Bab 19 in Shiraz, was 
ravaged to the ground despite assur
ances to the contrary by the authori
ties. 
Arrest and execution of 
prominent Baha'is 

In various localities throughout 
Iran, members of local Baha'i govern
ing bodies have been summarily ar
rested and executed, and the members 
of the Faith's recently reconstituted na
tional governing body met the same 
fate. Complaints from Baha'i govern
ing bodies have not been registered by 
the authorities because these bodies are 
not officially recognized and are thus 
seen as "non-existent." 

Intimidation of the rank and file 
The purpose of the persecution is to 

cut off to all Baha'is the basic source 
of such fundamental needs as food, 
shelter, and personal security. Iranian 
institutions and authorities have em
barked on institutional persecution of 
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the membership. Students have had to 
return scholarships, schools have ex
pelled 70,000 Baha'i children,21 'stu
dents' diplomas have been denied after 
completion of training or studies, stu
dents have been harassed and attempts 
at brainwashing have occurred, and 
pensions have been denied to both pen
sioners and widows. Hundreds of Ba
ha'is have been affected in the educa
tional, public health, and civil service 
sectors. The denial of trade licenses 
and the refusal to issue birth certifi
cates further exacerbates the Baha'i 
situation. The recent identity card re
registration program22 ensures that citi
zens can acquire the staples of live
lihood and fuel. The BaM'i commu
nity, however, has been denied this 
right. 

What the institutions cannot effect, 
the fanatical mobs have been empow
ered, through silence and inaction on 
the part of authorities, ta accomplish. 
A campaign to inflict physical harm on 
individual Baha'is and their families 
with the purpose of creating confusion 
and fear is under way.23 Injury through 
traffic "accidents," setting fire to peo
ple, raping, forcing Baha'is to recant, 
abducting children, and killing by ston
ing, hanging, beating, or torture por
tray the images of a pogrom. Even the 
dead are not untouched by this vio
lence. Many executed Baha'is are un
ceremoniously, often clandestinely, 
buried. Graves and cemeteries have 
been desecrated and destroyed and 
bodies disinterred, looted and burned. 

Who is implicated? 
The organizational responsibility for 

this persecution seems to lie in the 
hands of the Tablighat-i-Islami ("So
ciety for the Propagation of Islam"),24 

a fundamentalist Muslim group whose 
chief designs are to infiltrate and de
stroy the Baha'i community, first un
der SA V AK during the reign of the 
Shah,2s and currently working with the 
blessings of the present regime. Ano
ther organization, the "Foundation for 
the Dispossessed" (Bunyad-i-Mus
tad'ifin), confiscates Baha'i properties 
and turns them to various charitable 
purposes. 

A surfeit of official agencies pro
vides the legal framework under which 
the activities of these organizations 
take place. 26 The Iranian Supreme 
Court, the Revolutionary Court, the 
Supreme Judicial Council in Tehran 

have issued statements detrimental to 
the BaM'i community. A host of in
formal groups have been spurred by 
these statements: "armed men," angry 
mobs, crowds, "masked men," Revo
lutionary Guards, local Revolutionary 
Komitehs, chiefs of villages, and 
preachers in mosques. 

The inattentive observer in Iran 
would not be aware of the scale of per
secution. The media are wont to use 
code-words, e.g., "the misled and 
heretical sect," to denote the Baha'i 
community. The meaning of such 
phrases is, nonetheless, clear to all. 
Elela 'at, a leading Iranian daily 
newspaper, regularly publishes official 
orders affecting the Baha'is.27 Only in 
the past few years have observers, par
ticularly the Western media, been 
mindful of the Baha'i situation in Iran. 
While the media were initially innocent 
of the nature and extent of the persecu
tion, they too are now refusing to po
liticize the persecution.28 Rather than 
being regarded as a "heretical sect," 
the Baha'i community is now seen by 
analysts in its own light, namely as an 
independent religious community, 
which is being persecuted purely on re
ligious grounds. 

These more progressive Western in~ 
terpretations of the Baha'i situation in 
Iran also indicate that the Baha'i com
munity, although suffering extensively 
under the burden of oppression, has 
shown signs of vigor and, in fact, re
newed spiritual devotion. For example, 
Le Monde19 recounts the story of a Mr. 
Kamran Samimi who had the oppor
tunity of leaving Iran, but refused to 
do so because of his willingness to stay 
to assist his fellow believers. That same 
report further states that "The Baha'is 
are not deprived of spiritual direction, 
even now." 

Another account, in the Globe and 
Mail,30 relates the story of a Dr. Sa
mandari, a practicing medical doctor 
in Canada, who returned to Iran to 
"help his countrymen," knowing that 
he would be arrested and possibly ex
ecuted, which happened soon after his 
arrival. There is also the account of 
Professor Manuchihr Hakim, a med
ical practitioner and recipient of nu
merous awards for his discoveries in 
anatomy, founder of the Baha'i hos
pital in Tehran, who had returned to 
Iran anticipating death. Other expa
triate Baha'is have returned to Iran, 
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despite warnings by Amnesty lnterna
tional.)1 One newspaper reported that 
the Baha'is "are largely determined to 
remain in the land where their Faith 
was founded." 32 

Baha'i sources of information also 
indicate this spiritual rededication of 
the Persian Baha'i community. For ex
ample, in a recent communication to 
all Canadian Baha'is, the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Canada spoke of the "courage, stead
fastness, and unity which has suffused 
the Baha'i community in Iran." 33 A 
telex from the international Baha'i 
governing body stated: 

" ... thousands of Baha'is, unmind
ful of consequences, have courage
ously appealed by letter or cable to 
various high officials complaining 
about barbaric acts, gross injustice and 
revealed their names and addresses." 34 

The magnitude of such personal be
havior is also reflected by Baha'is who 
have been daily harassed by looters, as 
for instance the Baha'i families in Yazd 
who treat the looters as children who 
want to be satisfied with playthings.3~ 

Other examples of this behavior are 
found in the prisons, where Baha'is are 
known to have begun programs of 
benefit to the prison population as a 
whole, or have helped prison guards 
with their personal problems. In areas 
where there is a Baha'i refugee prob
lem, the Baha'is have been such a co
hesive group that they h~ve even re
fused offers of food from their perse
cutors. 36 

This form of resistance corresponds 
to the organized activities of the Baha'i 
communities in Iran. For example, the 
Baha'i community of Yazd established 
a Baha'i program of study after the 
dismissal of more than 100 children 
from schools.37 In other reports Baha'i 
communities are said to have coordi
nated activities to alleviate pressures on 
afflicted believers by providing cloth
ing, food, heating facilities, and spiri
tual counseling. The elected bodies of 
communities continue to meet and 
their committees continue to func
tion. 38 

This creative response to persecution 
has its effects on the non-Baha'i so
ciety in Iran. For example, the atten
dance of a large number of people of 
all religious backgrounds is charac
teristic at funerals of slain Baha'is, and 

the non-Baha'i spouses of Baha'is have 
become Baha'is. The Baha'i commu
nity in Iran is responding dynamically 
and with spiritual elan, despite the 
methodological plan by the civil and 
ecclesiastical authorities to uproot the 
entire Baha'i community. We are led to 
consider why the persecution is not 
achieving its ultimate goal of eradi
cating the Baha'i community. Two fac
tors account for the singular lack of 
success in uprooting the Baha'i com-

' ... thousands of Baha'is, un
mindful of consequences, have 
courageously appealed by letter 
or cable to various high officials 
(in Iran) complaining about bar
baric acts, gross injustice and re
vealed their names and ad
dresses. ' 

munity. There are "internal" factors 
which relate to the distinctive character 
of the Baha'i community, as well as 
"external" reasons, i.e., those related 
to the Iranian political and social cli
mate beyond the pale of that commu
nity. 
Internal factors 

One of the chief underpinnings of 
the regime's strategy to undercut the 
Baha'i community reveals a lack of 
comprehension of the distinctive sys
tem of governance of that community. 
This strategy involves "cutting the 
head off the Baha'i community." Pre
sumably, this refers to the "leaders" of 
the Baha'i religious community. 

Leadership in the Baha'i community 
is vested in elected bodies on the local 
and national levels. Every year in 
April, the Baha'i community elects 
from its membership nine adult be
lievers who can serve on the governing 
body. The qualities required by mem
bers being considered by the electorate 
refer to the person's devotion, exper
ience, loyalty, and well-trained mind. 
There is no electioneering or campaign
ing on one's own, or someone else's, 
behalf. Leadership is vested in this 
council as a whole, not in anyone 
specific individual or individuals who 
are serving on it. No individual serving 
on such a body has any powers or pre
rogatives extending beyond the con
fines of that body. The "Spiritual As-

sembly" renders decisions only when it 
is in session. In the case of the Iranian 
experience, the national governing 
council's membership has been re
placed as soon as its previous members 
were arrested or executed. This process 
frustrates all efforts by the authorities 
to do away with Baha'i "leadership." 

The diverse membership of the 
500,000-member Baha'i community is 
another consideration that mitigates 
against full-scale attempts to uproot 
that community. The ratio of Baha'i to 
non-Baha'i population is about 1 :70. 
Statistically, this means there is at least 
one Baha'i for every 11 or 12 house
holds in Iran. 39 Many non-Baha'i fam
ilies will therefore be able to see di
rectly the impact of persecution within 
a circle of about a dozen families. It is 
unlikely that all families are funda
mentally and radically opposed to the 
Baha'is, given the extent of personal 
knowledge that exists about individual 
Baha'is and their families. It is more 
probable that persecution might be 
most serious in areas where Baha'is 
constitute a considerable minority in 
the population. 

A powerful source of inspiration 
which explains the current dynamism 
in the Baha'i community is the history 
of the persecuted minority itself. The 
Baha'is have spiritual recourse to some 
of the most noble and enduring exam
ples of unflagging heroism of their an
cestors, at least 20,000, going back 138 
years. This inheritance of the past 
serves as a stumbling block to fanatical 
elements in society at large to create a 
timid religious community, One com
mentary on the Baha'i situation stated 
that: 

" ... because 'the Baha'i faith took 
root in the martyrdom of its founders, 
such persecutions have played a crucial 
role in galvanizing the Baha'is into ac
tion." 40 

Finally, the abstinence from political 
activity by the Baha'i community has 
served to expose the falsity of the re
gime's efforts to politicize the Baha'i 
issue. No charge made by the authori
ties has e.ver been substantiated with 
regard to political involvement.·1 The 
teachings of the Baha'i Faith are quite 
clear on this point. The only Baha'i 
who involved himself with politics, 
General Sani'i, the father of former 
Prime Minister Amir A. Hoveida, was 
expelled from the Baha'i community 
because of this action. 
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External factors 
Four elements constitute the external 

factors that explain the continued ex
istence of the Baha'i community. First, 
the present regime has been constantly 
distracted from the Baha'i community 
by civil strife and warfare. Various in
digenous group~ vie for attention and 
resources, such as the Arab minority in 
southern Iran and the Kurds in north
ern Iran. The war with Iraq provides 
another distraction that has prevented 
the Baha'i community from receiving 
still more vicious blows. The regime's 
attention has also been diverted to a 
crackdown on intellectuals, writers, 
leftists, and such minorities as the 
Azerbaijanis and the Sunni Muslims in 
the south. 

A second factor which has prevented 
the authorities from pursuing Baha'is 
more relentlessly is the economic up
heaval of the country as a whole by the 
anachronistic econcmic policies 
created by the religious leaders of Iran. 
Much energy has had to be devoted to 
attempting to solve the probl~ms aris
ing out of these policies. 

The admiration and respect from 
Muslims themselves, both those who 
are personal friends of the Baha'is as 
well as those who have had business 
dealings with the Baha'is, have under
cut in some cases the workings of fa
natical mobs and persecutors. Muslim 
neighbors are known to have opened 
doors and offered their homes to some 
of the haven less Baha'is, albeit fur
tively. "No one," however, "is willing 
to (publicly) take up the defense of the 
Baha'is within Iran." 42 Officials in the 
administrative heirarchy have also op
posed, in some instances, measures 
leveled against Baha'is, at the expense 
of firing or demotion.43 The Baha'i 
community of Iran has existed for sev
eral generations in that country, weav
ing their lives and teachings into the 
fabric of Iranian society. 

Finally, the efforts of the commu
nity of nations and the public media 
have, to some extent, softened the 
wave of persecution. Individual gov
ernments and parliaments, such as the 
Canadian Parliament," Britain, Aus
tralia,45 the Netherlands,46 Germany, 4-
the European Economic Community 
and Parliament,48 and the Parliamen
tary Assembly of the Council of Eu
rope49 have presented the Iranian au
thorities with international opinion on 
the situation. Subsequently, agencies 
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of the United Nations, including the 
Human Rights Commission,50 the Sub
commission on the Prevention of Dis
crimination and Protection of Minori
ties,51 the Economic and Social Coun
cip2 and the Third Committee of the 
General Assemblf3 have issued state
ments and resolutions regarding the 
safety of the Iranian Baha'i commu
nity. Furthermore, the Committee on 
Crime Prevention and Control54 also 
examined the issue of "the practice of 
summary executions and arbitrary exe
cutions." The United Nations Human 
Rights Committee-consisting of 18 
experts to monitor the performance of 
states who are parties to the Inter
national Covenant on Civil and Poli
tical Rights-is also presently (April 
1982) closely following the Baha'i situ
ation. 

The substantial number of human 
rights organizations, most notably 
Amnesty International, as well as re
ligious groups concerned with human 
rights, such as the United Church of 
Canada~5 and the International Asso
ciation for Religious Freedom/~ which 
have protested the treatment of the 
Iranian Baha'is confirms the wide
spread impact of the persecution of the 
Iranian Baha'is on the world as a 
whole. Perhaps one of the most sig
nificant statements was made by the 
Federation of Protestant Churches in 
Switzerland.57 This organization was 
one of the first to have conducted tho
rough research as to the apolitical 
status of the Baha'i community prior 
to issuing its statement. 

These developments, along with 
those occurring at governmental levels. 
have provided the means by which the 
Baha'i community in Iran, and indeed 
in the world as a whole, is gradually 
emerging from obscurity. 

Conclusion 
This brief examination of the per

secution of the Baha'is in Iran indi
cates how the efforts of the Shi'ih 
clergy have largely failed in politicizing 
the Baha'i situation. The persecution 
has a religious base. The modern teach
ings of the Baha'i Faith, such as the 
equality of women and men, the har
mony of science and religion, the one
ness of mankind, and universal educa
tion are the sources of discrimination 
and of persecution. For example, the 
teachings on the equality of women 
and men have been misconstrued as the 

basis for prostitution and having "il
legitimate" children, resulting in 
"proper" penalties according to Mus
lim law. With the increasing levels of 
persecution and in light of the Faith's 
modern teachings, the charges against 
the Baha'is are becoming increasingly 
absurd. 

Second, the current Baha'i situation 
shows how vulnerable minority groups 
can become convenient scapegoats dur
ing times of social and economic up
heaval. 58 

What would be generally applicable 
in the lessons derived from the Baha'i 
persecutions in Iran? It is this: civil, 
political, cultural and economic free
doms are often based on precarious 
sentiments and social consensus, even 
in "enlightened" countries. Fuller 
knowledge of minorities whose basic 
rights even to exist are called into ques
tion provides a good antidote against 
the predisposition of leaders or power
ful groups to dispense with freedom of 
conscience. Every instance of persecu
tion, such as the Baha'i case in Iran, 
becomes the touchstone of an emerging 
universal moral order. The need to es
tablish such an order is becoming in
creasingly apparent. 

These theoretical and moral issues 
are alone sufficient grounds on which 
to require a complete cessation of op
pression. There is also an empirical 
fact, which has been naIvely ignored by 
persecutors-persecution permits a re- -
ligious community to emerge from ob
scurity. Never in the history of the Ba
ha'i world community has world opin
ion and knowledge of the aims and 
teachings of the Baha'i Faith been 
more forcefully acknowledged that 
during the current wave of persecution 
in Iran. The "no-win" situation which 
presents itself to the persecutors must 
bring little comfort to those who are 
responsible for the oppression. The 
"problematique" was already ack
nowledged in the BaM. 'j Writings a 
long time ago: 

" .. . they (i.e., oppressors) thought 
that violence and interference would 
cause extinction and silence and lead to 
suppression and oblivion, whereas in
terference in mailers of conscience 
causes stability and firmness and at
tracts the attention of men's sight and 
souls; which fact has received experi
mental proof many times and 
often. "59 
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United Nations 

A Baba'i statement on disarmament 

It is important, in the view of the Ba
ha'i International Community, to un
derstand that what must occur to elimi
nate the arms race is a very basic reori
entation in the thinking of govern
ments and peoples, requiring commit
ment to the organic oneness of man
kind. 

All people must rid themselves of 
their prejudices, superstitions, and 
limitations. This can only be done 
when they are willing to regard hu
manity as one entity, 

firmly convinced that in a world of 
inter-dependent peoples and nations 
the advantages of the part is best to be 
reached by the advantage of the whole, 
and that no abiding benefit can be con
ferred upon the component parts if the 
general interests of the entity itself are 
ignored or neglected. 

The Baba 'j International Com
munity would, therefore, like to pro
pose to the second special session of 
the General Assembly of disarmament 
an extensive and intensive program of 
education of all peoples in the vital 
principle-and truth-of the organic 
oneness of humanity. 

We recommend that such an educa
tional program, with a universal cur
riculum adaptable to each culture, be 
fostered by governments, using 
schools, the media, businesses, indus
try, in fact all public and private 
means, in every country. 

This program of education-draw
ing on all human knowledge bearing 
evidence to this oneness of humanity, 
whether from science or reli
gion-would begin by fostering in all 

An oral statement by the Baha'i In
ternational Community to the second 
Special Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly Devoted to Disarm
ament, June 24, 1982. 
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The root principle of unity is, we 
believe, an understanding of the 
true identity of a human being. 
This seems to be the paramount 
need in the world-the attain
ment of unity through an aware
ness of our true nobility as 
human beings. 

peoples an understanding and accep
tance of the oneness of the human 
race, leading to an eventual acceptance 
of all the rich diversity of cultures as 
integral and unified elements of a sin
gle entity, and the recognition of the 
earth as the one home of the one hu
man family. 

The second part of the process of 
fundamental change that the Baha') In
ternational Community envisages is for 
society, through its governments, to 
achieve collective security, based on 
trust and justice, a security that will 
provide for lasting world peace and 
make obsolete once and for all the 
arms arsenals and the reasoning behind 
them. 

In this process, both governments 
and peoples bear a responsibility to 
prevent war, to seek ways to unite and 
disarm, and to bring about world or
der. To achieve this, sooner or later, it 
is the Baha') view that: 

Some form of a world Super-State 
must needs be evolved, in whose favor 
all the nations of the world will have 
willingly ceded every claim to make 
war, certain rights to impose taxation 
and all rights to maintain armaments, 
except for purposes of maintining in
ternal order within their respective do
minions. 

Such a state will have to include 
within its orbit an International Execu-

rive adequare 10 enforce supreme and 
unchallengeable authority on every re
calcitrant member of the common
wealth; a World Parliament whose 
members shall be elected by the people 
in their respective countries and whose 
election shall be confirmed by their re
spective governments; and a Supreme 
Tribunal whose judgment will have a 
binding effect even in such cases where 
the parties concerned did not volun
tarily agree to submit their case to its 
consideration. 

A world community in which all eco
nomic barriers will have been perma
nently demolished and the interdepen
dence of Capital and Labor definitely 
recognized; in which the clamor of re
ligious fanaticism and strife will have 
been forever stilled; in which the flame 
of racial animosity will have been fi
nal(v extinguished; in which a single 
code of international law-the product 
of the considered judgment of the 
world's federated represen
tatives-shall have as its sanction the 
instant and coercive intervention of the 
combined forces of the federated units; 
and finally a world community in 
which the fury of a capricious and mili
tant nationalism will have been trans
muted into an abiding consciousness of 
world citizenship-such indeed, ap
pears, in its broadest outline, the Order 
anticipated by Baha'u'lIah, an Order 
that shall come to be regarded as the 
fairest fruit of a slowly maturing age. 

When, in 1868, Baha'u'llah address
ed the kings and rulers of the world, 
He warned that 

the well-being of mankind, its peace 
and security, are unattainable unless 
and until its unity is firmly established. 

These words speak to our times. 
They speak to the dual obligation 
which must be met by each person, 
whether governing or governed, if we 
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are to achieve world disarmament and 
human happiness in a world at peace: 
first, the responsibility to establish 
unity within self, and among ourselves; 
then, to build a world society and bring 
about world order and a world civiliza
tion. 

The root principle of unity is, we be
lieve, an understanding of the true 
identity of a human being. This seems 
to be the paramount need in the 
world-the attainment of unity 
through an awareness of our true reali
ty, our nobility as human beings. This 
means a reawakened realization of our 
connection with God. This link is "the 

-strong cord that none can sever"; and 
this identity of dependence, once fully 
integrated, can then be expressed suc
cessfully in a spirit of service to hu
manity. 

The inability of human power alone 
to solve the affairs of humanity-to 
give an opportunity to each person for 
the full development of his nature, 
qualities, talents, and the full expres
sion of these potentialities in a world of 
peace and security-is amply demon
strated by the history of this century. 

Today, the moral and spiritual im-

Corrections 
In the March 1983 issue of BaM 'f 

News, the sentence on Page 4 in the ar
ticle "Monsalvat: The Mount of 
Peace" that begins" Just months after 
the passing of 'Abdu'I-Baha in 1921, 
Miss Farmer, while at a meeting in 
Boston ... " should read as follows: 
"In June 1892, several months before 
the passing of Baha'u'llah ... " 

In that same article, on Page 9, the 
sentence that reads" ... ever since that 
day a short time after the passing of 
Baha 'u 'llah ... " should read 
" ... ever since that day a short time 
before the passing of Baha
'u'llah ... " 

In the April 1983 issue, in the article 
headlined "Zunuzi School Board of 
Directors Named," the sentence that 
reads " ... for the modest sum of 
$18.00 a year (U.S.) Baha'is can spon
sor one student at the school ... " is 

perative of achieving the oneness of 
humanity cannot be avoided or evaded 
by anyone of us. For the principle of 
the oneness of mankind, in the Baha'i 
view, 

implies an organic change in the 
structure of present-day society, a 
change such as the world has not yet 
experienced. It constitutes a challenge, 
at once bold and universal, to outworn 
shibboleths of national creeds-creeds 
that have had their day and which 
must, in the ordinary course of events 
as shaped and controlled by Provi
dence, give way to a new gospel, fun
damentally different from, and infi
nitely superior to, what the world has 
already conceived. It calls for no less 
than the reconstruction and the demili
tarization of the whole civilized 
world-a world organically unified in 
all the essential aspects of its life, its 
political machinery, its spiritual aspira-
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incorrect. The figure should be $180.00 Elena Yaganegi (standing, facing cam
a year. era) conducts a Bahd'( Sunday school 

tion, its trade and finance, its script 
and language, and yet infinite in the di
versity of the national characteristics 
of its federated units. 

It represents the consummation of 
human evolution-an evolution that 
has had its earliest beginnings in the 
birth offamily life, its subsequent de
velopment in the qchievement of tribal 
solidarity, leading in turn to the con
stitution of the city-state, and expand
ing later into the institution ofindepen
dent and sovereign nations. 

The principle of the Oneness of 
Mankind, as proclaimed by Bahd
'u'lIdh, carries with it no more and no 
less than a solemn assertion that at
tainment to this final stage in this stu
pendous evolution is not only neces
sary but inevitable, that its realization 
is fast approaching, and that nothing 
short of a power that is born of God 
can succeed in establishing it. 

regularly by an average of 20 children 
from the Nonga area which is located 
near Rabaul. 
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India 

Rabb~ni School continues steady growth 

Workers put the finishing touches on Rabbani Bahd'i' School in India. 
the newest dormitory building at the 

Shown here are staff members of the 
Rabbani Baha'i' School in Gwalior, In
dia. The school's principal, Dr. 
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Stephen Waite, is standing at right in 
the first row. Mrs. Waite is seated ar 
the right. 

The Rabbani Baha'i School, estab
lished on the plains of north-central In
dia at Gwalior in 1977 by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of India, continues 
to grow and develop. 

Having opened its doors six years 
ago with 47 students in the sixth stand
ard (grade), the school has expanded to 
include the II th standard and has a 
total enrollment of 165. 

The development of the Rabbani 
School was one of India's goals of the 
Five Year Plan, and its further devel
opment is a goal of the Seven Year 
Plan. 

The school recently gained final rec
ognition by the State of Madhya Pra
desh as a secondary school, and this 
year graduated its first class of 21 stu
dents. 

Many of its students have distin
guished themselves as merit scholars in 
the last three years of the state-run 
eighth class examination. 

Out of 80 students from Rabbani 
over the last three years, 16 have at
tained merit status. From the first year 
of the board examination up to the 
present, the first merit position in the 
district has been taken by a Rabbani 
student. In 1981-82 seven of the 20 
merit finalists for the district were 
from the Rabbani School. 

The long-planned program for con
structing new buildings at the school 
has begun with the completion of the 
first dormitory. All existing buildings 
are fully utilized; hence, the new 
buildings are required. 

The school's design is the result of 
the voluntary services of two Baha'i 
architects from the United States, Tom 
Kubala and Allen Washatko, who have 
imparted a village-type flavor to the 
campus, as Rabbani students all come 
from the villages. 

At the Rabbani School, students re-



Students and staff of the Rabbani Ba
hd'i School in Gwalior, India. The 

ceive academic, vocational and spiri
tual training. The vocatio,lal experi
ences are designed to equip them to re
turn to their villages as productive 
workers. 

Teaching trips are conducted from 
the school each weekend as four teams 
of about 10 students each leave for 
separate locations. Also, two regular 
children's schools are staffed by Rab
bani students every Sunday morning. 

On a rotating basis, four nearby vil
lages and four more distant ones are 
reached once each month on weekends 
for a systematic program of deepening. 
This directly involves the students in 
the experience of regular teaching and 
deepening. 

New staff members are welcomed 
periodically, adding to the ranks of Ba
ha'i expertise at the school. Many more 
friends are needed as staff members in 
the areas of agriculture, vocational 
training, agri-business, animal hus
bandry and seed technology. 

As facilities and staff expand, and 
students join in the effort, the Rabbani 
School will exercise an ever wider in
fluence in shaping the growth of the 
Baha'i community in India. 

Shown is the 1983 graduating class of 
21 students at the Rabbani Bahd'i 
School in Gwalior, India. 

school has grown from an enrollment last school year. 
of 47 students in 1977 to 165 during the 

An interior view of the partially com
pleted dormitory building at the Rab
bani Bahd'i School in India. The 
school's design was prepared by two 

Bahd'i architects from the United 
States, Tom Kubala and Allen Washat
ko. 
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The world 

Two· non-Baha'i speakers praise Faith 

Two speakers at a recent six-day 
conference held under non-Baha'i aus
pices on the island of Maui, Hawaii, 
made favorable references to the Faith. 

The conference, which attracted sev
eral prominent speakers, had as its 
theme "The Spirit of Health." 

One of the speakers, Dr. Buck
minster Fuller, a well known inventor, 
architect, mathematician, philosopher 
and educator, referred several times to 
the Baha'i slogan "One Planet, One 

United States 
Nearly 200 Baha'is and their guests 

were present March 7 at the Baha'i 
House of Worship in Wilmette, Illi
nois, for a special celebration marking 
the 80th anniversary of the beginning 
of the project to build the House of 
Worship. 

The observance was coupled with the 
fourth annual presentation of the Co
rinne True Awards for Meritorious 
Service at the House of Worship. 

Awards were given this year to 44 in
dividuals and one Baha'i community. 

A highlight of the program was a 
slide presentation, prepared by the 
House of Worship Activities Office, of 
the Hand of the Cause of God Corinne 
True's first pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land in 1907. 

At that time she carried with her a 
petition to 'Abdu'I-Baha signed by 
almost 800 Baha'is in the U.S. and 
Qmada pledging their support to the 
Temple project. 

The soundtrack for the presentation 
featured Mrs. True herself. It was 
edited from an interview conducted 32 
years ago by the Hand of the Cause of 
God William Sears when Mrs. True 
was 90 years old. 
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People ... Please" that has appeared 
on bumper stickers and T-shirts. 

At one point during the conference a 
Baha'i student wearing one of the 
T-shirts was invited on stage to show 
the audience the slogan. "That's 
what's needed today," said Dr. Fuller. 

A local radio station and the Maui 
News reported that Dr. Fuller "sum
med up his whole speech in one T-shirt: 
'One Planet, One People ... 
Please.' " 

Swaziland 

Other speakers included Dr. Robert 
\-tollison, an environmental designer 
from Austraiia who commented on 
how greatly he respected the Baha'is he 
had met at the university in Tasmania, 
and Marilyn Ferguson, author of 
Aquarian Conspiracy, who was pre
sented with a copy of Baha'i' World 
Faith on behalf of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Hawaii. 

Nearly 100 people from nine countries in Mbabane. Swaziland's Baha'i' youth 
attended the Baha'i' Summer School of did much of the planning for the 
Swaziland last December 26-January 1 school session. 

Nearly 100 people from South Af
rica, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Le
sotho, Botswana, Bophuthatswana. 
Canada, Swaziland and the Unitec 
States attended a week-long Baha '; 
Summer School last December 26-
January I at the Baha'i National Cen
ter in Mbabane, Swaziland. 

The Baha'i youth of Swaziland plan-

ned much of the school sessions which 
included classes on the Bab, Baha'i 
family life, and the meaning of chas
tity. Participants read prayers and en
joyed singing and games. 

The week ended with the Baha'i 
marriage ceremony of an African and a 
Persian that was attended by all those 
at the Summer School. 

; 



Sri Lanka 

An audience of about 700 people in
cluding leaders of thought, govern
ment representatives, and the general 
public filled the Bandaranaike Me
morial International Conference Hall 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka, January 16 for 
the third annual World Religion Day 
observance sponsored by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Sri Lanka. 

Using the theme "Religion Should 
Be the Cause of Unity," the special 
program featured distinguished 
speakers representing Hinduism, Bud
dhism, Islam, Christianity and the Ba-
ha'i Faith. . 

Among the speakers were the sec
retary of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Sri Lanka and the country's 
highest ranking Roman Catholic p~e
late. 

The keynote address was given by 
the Hon. E.L.B. Hurulle, Sri Lanka's 
minister of cultural affairs, who con
gratulated the Baha'is for initiating 
World Religion Day in Sri Lanka. 

Excellent publicity for this third ob-

Sri Lanka's World Religion Day ob
servance was held January 16 at the 
S. W.R.D. Bandaranaike Memorialln
ternational Conference Hall in Colom-

The Netherlands 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

The Netherlands recently won a sig
nificant victory through increasing and 
diversifying Baha'i literature for 
children available in Dutch. 

New publications in that language 
include translations of God and His 
Messengers, Stories of Bahd'u 'Udh as 

sen'ance of World Religion Day in
cluded reports on radio and television 
and eight articles that appeared before 
and after the event in four English
language newspapers. 

In a message to those attending the 
program, the Hon. Ranasinghe Prema
dasa. prime minister of Sri Lanka, 
made reference to the Faith in express
ing his praise of the observance: 

" ... The celebrations of World Re
ligion Day-in which the emphasis is 
on the unity of all religions-by the 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Sri Lanka is therefore a most laudable 
venture which should be welcomed b-v 
all people of good will ... " -

The site of this year's conference, 
the Bandaranaike Memorial Interna
tional Conference Hall, is one of the 
largest such facilities in South Asia 
and the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Sri Lanka already has booked it again 
for the fourth World Religion Day ob
servance in 1984. 

boo The annual event is sponsored by 
the National Spiritual Assembly of Sri 
Lanka. 

Told by Pokka, The Proud Helper, 
The Unfriendly Governor, Stories for 
Children, the four-part Sunflower 
series, and a loose-leaf edition of the 
history of the Faith written for children 
by Lout van Veenendaal. 

Dr. A. T. Ariyaratne, chairman of the 
World Religion Day observance held 
January 16 in Colombo, Sri Lanka, ad
dresses the audience of nearlv 700. Dr. 
Ariyaratne is a recipient 0.1 the King 
Baudoin A ward for Social Develop
ment and is known as 'the Gandhi of 
Sri Lanka. ' . 

Ecuador 
Nineteen people declared their belief 

in Baha'u'lhih during a public meeting 
in Ambato, Ecuador. that was con
ducted by a group of seven Baha'is 
from several countries who visited Am
bato following the International Con
ference last August 5-8 in Quito. 

Although the traveling teachers were 
in Ambato for only 24 hours, they had 
a radio interview: taught in the city, 
and participated in the public meeting. 

"Since then," says a report from a 
representative of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Ecuador, "we have had 
many new enrollments, several each 
week, and most of them youth. An 
average of 30 to 60 people are at
tending the meetings every week." 

Mexico 
Translation~ of the short Obligatory 

Prayer have now been made in two new 
dialects of Zapotec. an Indian lan
guage spoken extensively in the State 
of Oaxaca, Mexico, bringing to 19 the 
number of Zapotec dialects into which 
this prayer has been translated. 
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United Kingdom 

While the persecution of BaM'is in 
Iran has been mentioned in the past in 
the Parliament of the United Kingdom, 
the most widespread discussion at sev
eral levels of Parliament took place in 
March. 

On March 8, the matter was con
sidered in the House of Lords after 
Lord Whaddon asked what action Her 
Majesty's government was taking with 
respect to the persecutions. 

Speaking for the government, Lord 
Skelmersdale replied that on December 
27, 1982, the Danish ambassador in 
Tehran had made an official represen
tation to the Iranian authorities on 
behalf of the 10 Member States of the 
European Community. 

In view of recent developments, he 
added, a further approach would be 
made on behalf of these nations, which 
includes the United Kingdom. 

On March 3, a member of Parlia
ment from London had a~ked a ques
tion in the House of Commons re
garding whether time would be made 
available for a full debate on the per
r,ecution of Baha'is in Iran, in view of, 
as he put it, " ... the gross offense that 
the Iranian treatment of the Baha'i 
community gives to the Baha'i commu
nity in our own country." 

At the same time, two "Early Day 
Motions" regarding the BaM'i situa
tion in Iran were submitted in the 
House of Commons. The motions were 
signed by several members of Parlia
ment from various parties. 

Theoretically, such motions are to be 
debated at some point, but in practice 
time is never available for them. Never-

Alaska 
About 150 Baha'is from 25 commu

nities in Alaska attended a "Winter 
Weekend" last January 1-2 at the Na
tional Guard Armory in Wasilla. 

Classes were offered on marriage 
and familv life, combating prejudice 
and fault-finding. the life of 'Abdu'l
BaM. and pioneering. 

A workshop session focused on the 
Seven Year Plan. while the youth who 
were presem shared their ideas about 
the new World Order. 

Following supper Saturday evening. 
participants shared stories of their 
teaching experiences. 
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theless, they provide a useful de-.:ice 
whereby the government and the public 
can be made aware that there are items 
about which several MPs feel strongly 
and which they want publicized. 

* * * 
More than 60 Baha'is from Northern 

Ireland attended a weekend deepening 
session January 29-30 in Bangor, 
County Down, whose speakers includ
ed CounselJor Adib Taherzadeh; Dr. 
lain Palin, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United King
dom; and Auxiliary Board members 
Dr. Beman Khosravi and Dr. Keith 
Munro. 

This was the first in a series of 
meetings planned by Counsellor Taher
zadeh with the cooperation of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly in response 
to a calJ from the Universal House of 
Justice for " ... a campaign of spiri
tualisation of the BaM'·; community. 
allied with intensified personal teach
ing, as has never been witnessed in 
your continent." The call was a part of 
the Supreme Body's message to the In
ternational Conference in Dublin, Ire
land. 

The Counsellor stressed the impor
tance of reading the Writings each 
morning and evening, observance of 

Caroline Islands 

More than 30 Baha'is attended a 
deepening institute last August in 
Ngardmau, Palau, Western Caroline 

the Obligatory Prayers, service to the 
Cause, and pure and goodly deeds. 

His address and those of the other 
speakers were taped for later distribu
tion. A special booklet prepared by the 
National Spiritual Assembly and con
taining a digest of the presentations, 
together with a letter from the Assem
bly, was given to each person at the 
weekend meeting. Arrangements were 
made to provide copies to those who 
were unable to attend. 

Attendance was the same at both ses
sions in spite of sudden snows and bliz
zard conditions that hit Northern Ire
land that Sunday. 

* * * 
The BaM'i Center in Edinburgh, 

Scotland, was the site of a recent art 
exhibit that featured paintings, pot
tery, photographs and poetry readings. 

"The steady flow of visitors at
tracted by this e\'ent," it was reported, 
"showed that the Ba~iratu'I-Quds also 
has a role to playas a 'silent teacher' of 
the Faith." 

The idea of hosting an exhibition 
combining literary, artistic and musical 
talent of the highest order at the Baha'i 
Center sprang from last summer's 
Edinburgh International Festival. 

Islands. Shown in the background is 
the first Baha'i Center to be completed 
in the Western Carolines. 



India 

Two groups of Baha'is from the 
New Era High School in Panchgani. 
Maharashtra, India, proclaimed the 
Faith during December and January 
through musical performances in sev
eral cities of southern India. 

One group performed in Maharash
tra State while another. composed of 
six students and a staff member from 
the high school, spent three weeks per
forming in the cities of Bangalore. 
Ootacamund, Belgaum and Mysore. 

Both groups used the name "New 
Horizon." They followed the first. 
highly successful musical group from 
the school, "The Chosen Highway," 
which proclaimed the Faith last June 
and July to more than 16,000 people in 
10 cities of southern India. 

The New Horizon group that visited 
Bangalore performed at the South In
dia Teaching Conference held in that 
city last December 24-26. 

In Ootacamund. the group perform
ed during a two-day youth conference. 
while in Mysore, they performed for 
members of the Baha'i community and 
their guests. -

In Belgaum, New Horizon perform
ed at two colleges, a women's club and 
an intercollegiate entertainment night. 
an annual event arranged by the local 
Baha'i youth committee. 

Argentina 

Baha'{ youth in Buenos Aires, Argen-· 
tina, teach the Faith and sell Baha'{ 
books and posters during an outdoor 
public book fair that is held for six 
hours each Sunday. The youth began 
participating in the book fair last De-

Using the name 'New Horizon, ' this 
group of six students and one staff 
member from the New Era High 
School in Panchgani, India, pro
claimed the Faith last December and 
January with musical performances in 
four cities of southern India. Members 
of the group are (left to right) Kirk 

cember and have been doing so ever 
since. As a result, manJ' people have 
visited the Baha,( Center in Buenos 
Aires, and so far two people have be
come Baha'IS after learning about the 
Faith at the book fair. 

Johnson and Melanie Baker, both 
from the United States; Mehraban Fa
rahmand from India; Vida Yaganegi 
from Bhutan; Shekufeh Akhtar Kha
veri from India; Jo Ann Green from 
Canada, and Glenda Palmer from New 
Zealand. 

Zimbabwe 
Zimbabwe's Baha'i media commit

tee recently visited nine schools in the 
Chinamore area a~d one at St'dbury, 
calling on headmasters. teachers and· 
students. 

At one schooL literature on the Faith 
was accepted for the school library. 
and follow-up contact has been made. 

The Baha'is addressed an audience 
of 800 students and 21 teachers at the 
Zimbiru primarY school in Dombo
shawa. where the headmaster said. 
"God sent you to cool my heart. I lost 
my nephew recently and these words 
you have spoken have cooled my scald
ing heart." 

During return visits to that school. 
five teachers and 20 students embraced 
the Faith. Meanwhile. six teachers and 
a number of students entered the Faith 
as a result of visits to the Tsatse sec
ondary school. 
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Nigeria 

More than 60 Baha'is and 10 guests 
participated April 2·3 in the second an
nual national Baha'i Youth Confer
ence of Nigeria held on the campus of 
the University of Nigeria at Nsukka, 
Anambra State. 

Speakers at the conference, which 
was sponsored by the National Youth 
Committee, included Auxiliary Board 
members Mas'ud Samadi, Sat hi a Na
rayan and Dr. Kiser Barnes, and Don 
Addison, an assistant to the Auxiliary 
Board. 

The weekend of teaching and 
deepening was balanced with recrea
tional activities, games, and much sing
ing and music. 

Large banners, hung at various well
traveled locations on campus, attracted 
many visitors to the conference. 

At the close of the event, three youth 
volunteered to participate in extensive 
teaching projects that have been plan
ned. 

* * * 
Nearly 50 Baha'is participated last 

December 26-January I in a Seven-Day 
Baha'i School held in the newly con
structed Ihie Etche District Baha'i Cen
ter in Rivers State, Nigeria. 

Teachers including CounselIors Fri
day Ekpe and Dr. \1ihdi Samandari 
conducted classes on the life of Baha
'u'llah, the history of the Faith in 
Africa and Nigeria, and the signifi
cance of the Obligatory Prayers. 

The Baha'i Center overflowed each 
evening with more than 100 people, 
most of them seekers from the area. 
who came to hear the Counsellors 
speak about the principles of the Faith 
and the spiritual destiny of Africa. 

On the final evening of the Baha'i 
school, Counsellor Ekpe spoke at a 
public meeting and answered questions 
late into the night. Thirteen people at 
that meeting declared their belief in 
Baha'u'lhih. 

The school's comprehensive pro
gram included classes on Baha'i family 
life, the role of women, the education 
of children, functions of the Local 
Spiritual Assembly, the lives of 'Ab
du'l-Baha and the Greatest Holy Leaf, 
and the present phase of the Seven 
Year Plan. 

Each session was animated by lively 
music. A group of Baha'is from Port 
Harcourt filled several nights with 
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Pictured are most of the 70 par
ticipants at the second annual national 
Baha'i Youth Conference of Nigeria 
which was held April 2-3 at the Ans 

drumming, musical renditions of some 
of The Hidden Words of Baha'u'l/dh. 
and other songs. 

The school, organized by the Seven
Day Baha'i School Committee in co
operation with the Spiritual Assembly 
of Ihie Etche, fulfills a goal of the 
Seven Year Plan. 

While the school was in session, the 
National Teaching Committee orga-

Chile 

Auxiliary Board member Felipe Jara 
(near center) talks about the Faith 10 

some members of the Mapuche Indian 
tribe near Tirua, Chile. Mr. Jara "'as 

Theatre on the campus of the Universi
Ty of Nigeria at Nsukka, Anambra 
STate. 

nized a teaching and consolidation pro
ject in nearby villages. 

Fi\'e teaching teams met with recep
tive villagers in the area. and about 15 
people embraced the Faith. Deepening 
of these new believers was an integral 
pan of the project. Some of the new 
Baha'is joined the classes at the BaM'i 
~chool. 

on a trip into the countryside last Feb
ruary to record sounds for use in Ba
ha'/ radio broadcasts in Chile. 



Kenya 

Auxiliary.Board member Festus Mu
kalama addressed an audience of 22 
youth during a recent deepening con
ference held at the Malava. Kenya. Ba
ha'i Center that was initiated by the 
youth in Malava who, along with 
youth from Lutali, provided food for 
conference participants. 

Other speakers discussed effective 
teaching methods and Baha'i standards 
of behavior. A discussion of "what it 
means to be a Baha 'j youth" and a 
panel discussion inspired lively par
ticipation. 

Individual goals were adopted with 
Baha'is from a number of locations 
pledging to help with the formation of 
Baha'i clubs in their schools. 

Following the conference, two teams 
of youth visited other Baha'i com
munities to report to youth there on 
what was achieved at the youth con
ference. .. .. .. 

Three hundred students and eight of 
their teachers at Kenya Science Teach
ers College attended a recent meeting 
in the school's main hall where two 
carefully coordinated presentations on 
the Faith were made by Baha'j~ 

Charles Mung'onye and Dr. H.T.D. 
Rost. 

Mr. Mung'onye presented a general 

India 

This medical team, organized under 
the auspices of the Natfonal Spiritual 
Assembly of India, visited the coun
(ry's Dang tribal area last September to 
adminisTer free aid to more than 600 
patients. in November, another team 

'The Dawn Breakers, ' a musical group 
composed of Bahd'l: .. fmm the Nairobi, 
A'enya, community performs during a 
public observance last October 20 of 

introduction to the Faith that was fol
lowed by a presentation by Dr. Rost on 
science and religion. 

The audience was receptive and at
tentive, and a flurry of questions ex
tended the meeting's duration to two 
hours and 15 minutes. 

visited the village of Gumma Reddipur 
where 65 residents soughT medical as
sistance. These medical camps enlist 
the services of Baha'{s with profes
sional skills and also use non-Baha '{ 
volunteers. 

the anniversary of the Birth of the Bab. 
The event was held at the Baha'i' Na
tional Center in .Vairobi. 

When students indicated that there 
was not enough time available, the col
lege dean proposed to arrange for ano
ther meeting with the Baha'is. 

Later that evening, the Baha'is met 
with the eight faculty members and 
some of the students at a reception. 

Some days later, Dr. Rost, accom
panied by Forough Olinga, presented 
Baha'i books to the college library and 
spoke about the Faith at length to the 
college's head librarian and his as
sistant. 

South and West Africa 

An impromptu meeting attended by 
33 Baha'is and their guests resulted last 
December 5 when a teaching team 
from Windhoek, South Africa, lost its 
way and stopped to ask directions of 
members of a road construction crew. 

One of the workers indicated that he 
had heard of the Faith and invited the 
friends to remain at the construction 
camp. Three team members stayed 
while two others went to invite Baha'is 
from Okahandja. 

The spontaneous proclamation in
cluded talks and questions from mem
bers of a very interested audience. The 
Baha'is promised their guests that they 
would soon return. 
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World Centre 

RicJvaD message from House of Justice 

To the Bahd'15 of the world 
Dearly-loved Friends, 

The observable acceleration, during the past decade, of 
the two processes described by our beloved Guardian, the 
disintegration of the old order and the progress and consoli
dation of the new World Order of Baha'u'llah, may well 
come to be regarded by future historians as one of the most 
remarkable features of this period. The recent increase in 
this acceleration is even more remarkable. Both within and 
without the Cause of God, powerful forces are operating to 
bring to a climax the twin tendencies of this portentous cen
tury. 

Among the many evidence!> which reveal this process may 
be cited, on the one hand, the continual increase of law
lessness, terrorism, economic confusion, immorality and 
the growing danger from the proliferation of weapons of 
destruction, and on the other, the world-wide, divinely pro
pelled expansion, consolidation and rapid emergence into 
the limelight of world affairs of the Cause itself, a process 
crowned by the wonderful efflorescence of Mount Carmel, 
the mountain of God, whose Divine springtime is now so 
magnificently burgeoning. 

During the past five years, the historical dialectic of 
triumph and disaster has operate~ simultaneously within the 
Cause of God. The Army of Light has sustained the loss of 
six Hands of the Cause and waves of bitter persecution 
which have again engulfed the long-suffering community in 
Iran, and have resulted in the razing of the House of the 
Bab, the demolition of Baha'u'llah's ancestral home in 
Takur, and the martyrdom of scores of valiant souls. 

Yet these disasters have called forth fresh energies in the 
hearts of the friends, have fed the deep roots of the Cause 
and given rise to a great harvest of signal victories. Chief 
among these are the successful conclusion of the Five Year 
Plan; the launching of the Seven Year Plan, now in the final 
year of its second phase, and unprecedented proclamation 
of the Faith to Heads of State, parliaments and parliamen
tarians, government ministers and officials, leaders of 
thought and people prominent in the professions, resulting 
in a change of attitude on the part of the mass media, which 
now increasingly approach us for information about the 
Cause. 

To these movements must be added the world-wide ob
servances commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the 
passing of the Greatest Holy Leaf; the completion of the 
restoration of the upper floor of the House of 'Abdu'llah 

Pasha, and its opening, at this very time, to its first visitors; 
the occupation by the Universal House of Justice of its per
manent Seat, in further fulfillment of the great prophecy in 
the Tablet of Carmel; steady progress on the construction of 
the first Mashriqu'l-Adhkar of the Pacific Islands in Samoa 
and the Mother Temple of the Indian Subcontinent in New 
Delhi. 

Among the outstanding features of the teaching and con
solidation work are the continuing effective results of the 
participation of more than 16,000 believers from all parts of 
the world in the five International Conferences; intensive 
teaching campaigns carried out with the active support of all 
levels of the community and drawing upon the enthusiasm 
and capacity of Baha'i youth; the establishment of a second 
radio station in South America; the re-formation of the Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies of Uganda and Nepal, and the 
establishment of nine new National Spiritual Assemblies, 
two of which will be elected during the month of May this 
year, bringing the total of these secondary Houses of Justice 
to 135. 

Above and beyond all these is the unity in action achieved 
by the Baha'i world community in its efforts to enlist public 
support for the dearly-loved, greatly-admired, cruelly-be
leaguered Iranian believers, a unity further manifested in an 
outpouring of funds to replace their former liberal con
tributions, and an upsurge of personal dedication rarely 
seen on so universal a scale and holding the highest promise 
for the future. 

The growing maturity of a world-wide religious com
)1lunity which all these processes indicate is further evi
denced in the reaching out, by a number of national 
communities, to the social and economic life of their coun
tries, exemplified by the founding of tutorial schools, the in
ception of radio stations, the pursuit of rural development 
programs and the operation of medical and agricultural 
schemes. 

To these early beginnings must be added the undoubted 
skills acquired, as a result of the Iranian crisis, in dealing 
with international organizations, national governments and 
the mass media-the very elements of society with which it 
must increasingly collaborate toward the realization of 
peace on earth. 

A wider horizon is opening before us, illumined by a 
growing and universal manifestation of the inherent po
tentialities of the Cause for ordering human affairs. In this 
light can be discerned not only our immediate tasks but, 
more dimly, new pursuits and undertakings upon which we 
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The permanent Seat of the Universal House of Justice on Mount Carmel in Haifa, Israel 

must shortly become engaged. 

At present we must complete the objectives of the Seven 
Year Plan, paying great attention to those inner spiritual de
velopments which will be manifested in greater unity among 
the friends and in National and Local Spiritual Assemblies 
functioning "harmoniously, vigorously and efficiently" as 
the Guardian desired. 

We have no doubt that the Baha'i world community will 
accomplish all these tasks and go forward to new achieve
ments. The powers released by Baha'u'llah match the needs 
of the times. 

We may therefore be utterly confident that the new throb 
of energy now vibrating throughout the Cause will empower 
it to meet the oncoming challenges of assisting, as maturity 
and resources allow, the development of the social and eco
nomic life of peoples, of collaborating with the forces lead
ing toward the establishment of order in the world, of influ
encing the exploitation and constructive uses of modern 
technology, and in all these ways enhancing the prestige and 
progress of the Faith and uplifting the conditions of the 
generality of mankind. 

It is a time for rejoicing. The Sun of Baha'u'llah is 
mounting the heavens, bringing into ever clearer light the 
contrast between the gloom, the despair, the frustrations 
and bewilderment of the world, and the radiance, con
fidence, joy and certitude of His lovers. Lift up your hearts. 
The Day of God is here. 

With loving Baha'i greetings. 
The Universal House of Justice 

Riqvan 140 B.E. 
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Two smiling delegates from the African nation of Benin are 
shown in front of the Seat of the Universal House of Justice 
during the 5th Baha'{ International Convention which was 
held April 26-May 2 in Haifa, Israel. 



World Centre 

Teaching Centre's scope is broadened 

To the Followers of Bahd'u'lldh 
Throughout the World 

Dearly-loved Friends, 

For 10 vears the International 
Teaching Centre has rendered in
valuable services at the World Centre 
of the Faith, and it is with great joy 
that we now announce a number of 
major steps in the evolution of this 
vital institution of the Administrative 
Order of Baha'u'lhih. 

Since the tragic death of Mr. Paul 
Haney there have been only two Hands 
of the Cause residing in the Holy Land. 
We have therefore decided to call upon 
Dr. 'Ali MUQammad Varqa and Mr. 
Collis Featherstone to participate in 
the discharge of the special duties of 
the Hands of the Cause residing in the 
Holy Land when the occasion requires. 
as for example in dealing with matters DR. MAGDALENE M. CARNEY 
of Covenant-breaking. They will be 
able to perform these functions either 
by correspondence or by periodic so
journs at the World Centre. 

We have decided to raise the number 
of resident members of the Interna
tional Teaching Centre to nine. For 
reasons of health Mrs. Florence May
berry is leaving the World Centre, 
bringing to an end her highly valued 
services on this institution. Four new 
Counsellor members have therefore 
been appointed: Dr. Magdalene Car
ney, Mr. Mas'ud Khamsi, Dr. Peter 
Khan and Mrs. Isobel Sabri, who we 
now call upon to transfer their resi
dences to the Holy Land, where they 
will join the Hands of the Cause 
Amatu'I-Baha RUQiyyih Khanum and 
'Ali Akbar Furutan and Counsellors 
Anneliese Bopp, Hooper Dunbar and 
'Ariz Yazdi. 

We have further decided, as fore
shadowed in previous announcements, 
to institute a five-year term for the MAS'UD KHAMS/ 

Counsellor members of the Interna
tional Teaching Centre. Each term will 
start on 23 May immediately following 
the International Baha'i Convention, 
and the current term will end on 23 
May 1988. Should circumstances pre
vent the Universal House of Justice 
from making new appointments at the 
end of any five-year term, the Coun
sellors will remain in office until such 
time as new appointments can be 
made. 

With the rapid growth of the Faith, 
its emergence from obscurity, and the 
diversification of the activities that the 
believers in many lands must undertake 
in such fields as education, rural 
development, radio and public rela
tions-matters which must increasingly 
occupy the attention of the Universal 
House of Justice-we have decided 
that the time is ripe to devolve increas
ed responsibility upon the Interna
tional Teaching Centre in the fields of 
protection and propagation of the 
Faith. The duties of the International 
Teaching Centre, including those an
nounced previously. and those now be
ing assigned to it, are as follows: 

• To assume full responsibility for 
coordinating, stimulating and directing 
the Continental Boards of Counsellors, 
acting also as liaison between them and 
the Universal House of Justice. 

• To be fully informed on the situa
tion of the Cause in all parts of the 
world and, from this knowledge, to 
make reports and recommendations to 
the Universal House of Justice and give 
advice to the Continental Boards of 
Counsellors. 

• To watch over the security and en
sure the protection of the Faith of 
God. 

• To be alert to possibilities for the 
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extension of the teaching work and the 
development of economic and social 
life both within and without the Baha 'f 
community, and to draw the attention 
of the Universal House of Justice and 
the Continental Boards of Counsellors 
to such possibilities, making recom
mendations for action. 

• To determine and anticipate needs 
for literature, pioneers and traveling 
teachers and to work out teaching 
plans, both regional and global, for the 
approval of the Universal House of 
Justice. 

• To direct the work of the Con
tinental Pioneer Committees . 

• To administer the expenditure of 
the International Deputization Fund. 

• To administer an annual budget 
that will be provided from the Baha'i 
International Fund, allocating there
from to the Continental Boards of 
Counsellors monies for special teach
ing projects and literature subvention, 
and, when necessary, contributions to 
the Continental Funds. 

The transfer of functions and re
sponsibilities in implementation of the 
above decisions will be made gradually 
as the new members are able to settle in 
the Holy Land. National Spiritual As
semblies and Continental Pioneer 
Committees will be notified, as neces
sary, of any changes in procedure that 
will be required; in the meantime they 
should continue to operate as before. 

In the near future the International 
Teaching Centre will be moving into its 
new offices near the House of the Mas
ter, in the building which served for 
several decades as the Western Pilgrim 
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House, later as the seat of the Interna
tional Baha'i Council and, for the past 
20 years, as that of the Universal 
House of Justice. Now, most befit
tingly, it will serve as the office of the 
International Teaching Centre until the 
permanent building for that mighty in
stitution can be raised on Mount Car
mel in close proximity to"the Universal 
House of Justice. 

It is our ardent prayer that the deci-

DR. PETER KHAN 

Correction 
In the article entitled "A response to 

recent persecutions in Iran" (Bahd'l" 
.'Vews, June 1983) on Page 5, the fol
lowing statement appears: "The only 
Baha'i who involved himself with 
politics, General Sani'i, the father of 
former Prime Minister Amir A. Ho-

sions now taken will be blessed by 
Baha'u'llah and will enable the World 
Centre of the Faith to coordinate and 
direct with ever greater effectiveness 
the self-sacrificing and assiduous la
bors of the friends of God in every part 
of the world during the challenging 
years which lie before us. 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
The Universal House of Justice 

May 19, 1983 

ISOBEL SABRI 

veida, was expelled from the Baha'i 
community because of this action." 

The statement is partially incorrect. 
General Sani'i is not the father of 
former Prime !v1inister Hoveida; the 
two men are not related. We regret the 
error. 



World Centre 

Supreme Body elected at 5th Convention 

More than 700 members of National 
Spiritual Assemblies around the world 
gathered at the World Centre in Haifa, 
Israel, April 26-May 2 to elect the Uni
versal House of Justice and consult on 
the affairs of the Cause at the fifth Ba
ha'i International Convention. 

Elected as members of the Supreme 
Body were 'Ali Nakhjavani, Hush
mand Fatheazam, Ian Semple, David 
S. Ruhe, Glenford E. Mitchell, David 
Hofman, H. Borrah Kavelin, Charles 
Wolcott and Hugh E. Chance. 

The election was held Friday morn
ing, April 29, in the recently con
structed permanent Seat of the Univer
sal House of Justice on Mount Carmel 
overlooking the Bay of Haifa. 

Its presiding officer was the Hand of 
the Cause of God Amatu'I-BaM 
RuQiyyih KMnum. Of the 10 living 
Hands of the Cause, all but 
Shu'a'u'llah 'Ala'i and Jalal Khazeh 
were able to attend. 

Judge Dorothy W. Nelson, treasurer Above: The Hand of the Cause of God the Bdb (center) and International Ar
of the U.S. National Spiritual Assem- Amatu'l-Bahd RrJl}{yyih Khdnum pre- chives Building are.seen at night in a 
bly, served as chief teller for the elec- sides over an observance of the Ninth photograph taken from the permanent 
tion. Day of Riqvdn. Below: The Shrine of Seat of the Universal House of Justice. 

A moving moment came when it was 
announced that all of the members of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Iran had cast their ballots by mail. 

The general sessions of the Con
vention were held in the spacious Haifa 
Auditorium. 

In its statistical report of progress in 
the Seven Year Plan, the Universal 
House of Justice noted that there are 
now more than 25,000 Local Spiritual 
Assemblies worldwide, and that Ba
ha'is reside in nearly 113,000 localities. 
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The 5th Baha'i International Convention: 

A pictorial summary 

Haifa Auditorium, in which were held the general sessions of the 5th Baha'I International Convention 

Above: Delegates to the 5th Baha'I In
ternational Convention gather in in
formal groups to discuss matters of 
mutual concern. Seated at left at the 
rear table is the Hand of the Cause of 
God Ugo Giachery. Right: Delegates 
mingle outside the Seat of the House of 
Justice with the Archives building and 
Shrine of the Bdb in the background. 
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Delegates to the 5th Bahd'{ Interna
tional Convention visit the rec(·ntly re
stored House of 'Abdu'lldh Pashd. 

Left: Delegates enjoy a lighter moment 
between Convention sessions at Haifa 
Auditorium. Above: One of the many 
splendid photo displays at Haifa Audi
torium draws the rapt attention of one 
delegate. 
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United States 

President deplores persecutions in Iran 

On May 22, President Ronald Rea
gan issued a strong statement deploring 
the "persecution and severe repression 
of the Baha'is in Iran" and appealing 
to the Ayatollah Khomeini and the rest 
of Iran's leadership not to implement 
the death sentences imposed on mem
bers of the Faith in that country. 

The President's statement, which 
was timed to coincide with the anniver
sary of the founding of the Faith in 
Iran, received widespread media cov
erage including a front page article in 
The New York Times and mention on 
the evening news programs of two of 
the three major television networks. 

Prominent articles also appeared in 
such widely read and respected news
papers as the Los Angeles Times and 
Herald-Examiner. the Chicago 
Tribune and Sun- Times. the Dallas 
Morning News. the Wall Street Journal 
and the Atlanta Journal and Constitu
tion. 

'Severe repression' 
"America and the world are increas

ingly alarmed and dismayed at the per
secution and severe repression of the 
Baha'is in Iran," the President said. 

••... These individuals are not guilty 
of any political offense or crime. They 
have not plotted to overthrow the re
gime, and they are not responsible for 
the deaths of anyone. They only wish 
to live according to the dictates of their 
own consciences." 

Referring to the more than 130 Ba
ha'is who are known to have been kill
ed since the beginning of the Islamic 
revolution in Iran in 1979 (including 
three who were put to death since Jan
uary of this year) and to the 19 others 
who have been sentenced to death in 
Shiraz and are awaiting execution, Mr. 
Reagan said: 

"I strongly urge other world leaders 
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The complete statement by President Reagan: 
'0 America and the world are increasingly alarmed and dismayed at the 

persecution and severe repression of the Baha'is in Iran. Recently we 
have learned that the Government of Iran has sentenced 22 prominent 
members of the B8h8'{ Faith to death. This is in addition to the more 
than 130 who have been killed since the beginning of the revolution in 
Iran, including one man executed January I, 1983, and three hanged in 
Shiru on March 12, 1983. 

"These individuals are not guilty of any political offense or crime. 
They have not plotted to overthrow the regime, and they are not respon
sible for the deaths of anyone. They only wish to live according to the 
dictates of their own consciences. I strongly urge other world leaders to 
join me in an appeal to the Ayatollah Khomeini and the rest of Iran's 
leadership not to implement the sentences that have been pronounced on 
these innocent people. Sparing their lives would be a step forward for 
Iran and the world community ... 

to join me in an appeal to the Aya
tollah Khomeini and the rest of Iran's 
leadership not to implement the sen
tences that have been pronounced on 
these innocent people. Sparing their 
lives would be a step forward for Iran 
and the world community." 

According to administration of
ficials, the President's statement was 
prompted by several Congressional res
olutions about the persecution of Ba
ha'is, by growing concern in the State 
Department over treatment of mem
bers of the Faith in Iran, and by many 
months of quiet diplomacy and gentle 
persuasion by Baha'is themselves who 
have worked tirelessly behind the 
scenes on behalf of their beleaguered 
brethren in Iran. 

Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, secretary of 
the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly, 
responding on its behalf to Mr. Rea
gan's statement, said: 

"The Baha'is of the United States 
welcome President Reagan's statement 

(Signed) President Ronald Reagan 

deploring the persecution of their co
religionists in Iran. 

"For three years Iran's Islamic re
gime has relentlessly assaulted the Ba
ha'is, killing more than 130 of their 
leaders, destroying holy shrines, con
fiscating property, depriving rank and 
file members of employment, expelling 
children from schools, and denying all 
Baha'is their fundamental human 
rights. 

"THE President has now added his 
voice to those of the U.S. Congress, 
the European Parliament, the parlia
ments of Canada, Australia, Switzer
land and several other nations, and the 
United Nations Commission on Hu
man Rights, in protesting the cruel 
treatment of the followers of a peace
ful, independent religion whose hu
manitarian teachings and entirely non
political character constitute no threat 
to anyone. 

"We are especially gratified by the 
President's appeal to other world lead-



ers to raise their voices in support of 
the Baha'is. The world must .:ontinue 
to focus its attention on the plight of 
the Baha'is in Iran and not acquiesce in 
the brutalities inflicted upon the inno
cent." 

A resolution condemning the perse
cution of Baha'is in Iran was passed by 
the Senate in June 1982 and by the 
House of Representatives last Septem
ber. 

It followed a hearing in May 1982 
before the House Subcommittee on 
Human Rights and International Orga
nizations during which Baha'is offered 
graphic testimony concerning the in
dignities suffered by the Baha'is in Iran 
at the hands of the present Revolu
tionary government. 

TO THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
PRESIDENT REAGAN'S STATEMENT BEHALF BAHA'iS IRAN 
GENERATED NATIONAL PUBLICITY FAR EXCEEDING OUR 
EXPECTATIONS. STORY CARRIED BY TWO MAJOR TELE
VISION AND RADIO NETWORKS DURING EVENING PRO
GRAMS. CABLE NEWS AND SATELLITE NEWS NETWORKS 
CARRIED STORY THROUGHOUT DAY ON 22 MAY. F. KAZEM
ZADEH INTERVIEWED BY NBC RADIO. BAHA'Is AROUND 
COUNTRY UPLIFTED THAT PRESIDENT'S PRONOUNCEMENT 
CARRIED BY LOCAL MEDIA. 
JOURNALISTS CALLING FOR MORE INFORMATION RE SITU
ATION BAHA'iS. NEED FOR GREAT NUMBERS ARTICULATE, 
DEEPENED, KNOWLEDGEABLE BAHA'Is SPEAK BEHALF 
FAITH GROWING MORE ACUTE AS BLESSED CAUSE EMERGES 
FROM OBSCURITY. 
BESEECHING BLESSED BEAUTY ASSIST HIS STRUGGLING, 
FAITHFUL SERVANTS. WILL KEEP YOU POSTED RE CURRENT 
ACTIVITY. 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
BAHA'Is OF UNITED STA TES 

MAY 23.1983 

OUTSTANDING STATEMENT PRESIDENT REAGAN BEHALF 
BAHA'Is IRAN FILLS HEARTS BELIEVERS WORLD OVER WITH 
JOY AND GRATITUDE. THIS ACHIEVEMENT, INDICATIVE 
SPIRITUAL POWER RELEASED BY PURE BLOOD MARTYRS 
AND SUSTAINED EFFORTS AMERICAN BAHA'IS THROUGH 
THEIR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES, FURTHER STEP IM
PLEMENTATION ROLE AMERICAN NATION DESTINED PLAY 
PROTECTION OPPRESSED PEOPLES. CONFIDENT BAHA'I 
COMMUNITY UNITED STATES WILL SEIZE UNIQUE OPPOR
TUNITY PROCLAIM FAITH WIDELY AND WISELY ENTIRE NA
TION UNDER GUIDANCE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. EXTEND 
HEARTFELT CONGRA TULA TIONS ASSURE LOVING PRAYERS 
FURTHER VICTORIES. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
MAY 24.1983 

Baha'is (left to right) Dr. Firuz Kazem
zadeh and Judge James F. Nelson, 
members of the U.S. National Spiritual 
Assembly, and Mrs. Ramna Mah
moudi Nourani, both of whose parents 
were martyred in Iran, testify during 
hearings in May 1982 conducted by the 
Subcommittee on Human Rights and 
International Organizations of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 
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United States 

Doell.ent eites Baba'i testimony on Iran 

A complete transcript of Baha'i tes
timony before the u.s. House of Rep
resentatives in May 1982 is included in 
a new government document entitled 
"Religious Persecution as a Violation 
of Human Rights: Hearings and Mark
up Before the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and Its Subcommittee on Hu
man Rights and International Organi
zations, House of Representatives, 
97th Congress." 

Those hearings resulted in passage 
by the House of Representatives and 
the Senate last year of concurrent res
olutions condemning the persecution 
of Baha'is in Iran. 

On May 25, 1982, four Baha'is ap
peared before the House Subcommit
tee on Human Rights and International 
Organizations, chaired by Rep. Don 
Bonker of Washington state, to present 
testimony about the grave situation 
facing Baha'is in the Cradle of the 
Faith. 

The new document, a complete rec
ord of hearings conducted by the sub
committee, includes the written and 
oral statements of Judge James F. Nel
son, chairman of -the U.S. National 
Spiritual Assembly; Dr. Firuz Kazem
zadeh, then vice-chairman of the Na
tional Assembly; Glenford E. Mitchell, 
then secretary of the National Assem
bly; and Mrs. Ramna Mahmoudi Nou
rani, whose mother, the chairman of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Iran, was executed in December 1981, 
and whose father, a member of the pre
vious National Assembly in that coun
try, was kidnaped in August 1980 and 
is presumed dead. 

Included in the government record is 
testimony before the subcommittee on 
behalf of the Baha'is by Reps. Edward 
J. Derwinski of Illinois and Fortney H. 
Stark Jr. of California. 
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On May 25, 1982, four Baha'is 
appeared before the House Sub
committee on Human Rights 
and International Organizations 
• . . to present testimony about 

the grave situation facing 
Baha'is in the Cradle of the 
Faith. 

The 948-page document also con
tains a number of newspaper and mag
azine articles including two by Dr. Ka
zemzadeh-"For Baha'is in Iran, a 
Threat of Extinction," which appeared 
in The New York Times on August 6, 
1981, and "The Terror Facing the Ba
ha'is," from the New York Review of 
Books of May 13, 1982-and an ex
cerpt from the book, A Cry from the 
Heart, by the Hand of the Cause of 
God William Sears. 

The document's appendixes include 
maps of Iran showing Baha'i Holy 
Places and historical sites that have 
been confiscated, Baha'i Centers con
fiscated, cemeteries destroyed, and at
tacks on individual Baha'is, as well as a 
list of Baha'is killed in Iran since 1978. 

In addition to testimony by the Ba
ha'is themselves and by the two mem
bers of Congress already mentioned. 
the plight of Baha'is in Iran is dis
cussed in testimony by: 

• U.S. Rep. John Edward Porter of 
Illinois. 

• Homer A. Jack, secretary-general 
of the World Conference on Religion 
and Peace. 

• Dinah Shelton, an associate pro
fessor at the University of Santa Clara 
in California. 

• U.S. Rep. Tom Lantos of Cali
fornia. 

• Jerome Shestack, former U.S. rep-

resentative to the United Nations Com
mission on Human Rights. 

• Thomas A. Johnson, attorney
adviser for UN affairs, Office of the 
Legal Adviser, U.S. Department of 
State . 

• Sidney Liskofsky, director, inter
national organizations, American Jew
ish Committee. 

The persecutions in Iran are also re
ferred to in a press release from Sen. 
Robert W. Kasten Jr., U.S. represen
tative to the UN's 37th Session of the 
General Assembly, regarding the Dec
laration on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Intolerance and Discrimina
tion Based on Religion or Belief, No
vember 23, 1982. 

The hearings before Congress and its 
subsequent resolutions have generated 
widespread publicity for the Faith in 
news media throughout the U.S. in
cluding several supportive editorials in 
The New York Times and favorable ar
ticles and editorials in such other wide
ly read and respected newspapers as the 
Chicago Tribune and Sun- Times, the 
Los Angeles Times and Herald-ex
aminer, the Dallas Morning News and 
the Atlanta Journal and Constitution. 

In addition, Baha'is have been in
terviewed regularly on radio and tele
vision news programs including those 
of the three major networks. 

The wave of publicity reached its 
high water mark in May when Presi
dent Ronald Reagan issued a statement 
(see pages 8-9) in which he deplored the 
persecution of Baha'is in Iran and 
urged other world leaders to join him 
in appealing to the government of the 
Ayatollah Khomeini not to implement 
the death sentences imposed on mem
bers of the Faith in that country. 
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Temples in India, Samoa: A Progress Report 

Above: A recent view of the House of sets of petals' is shuttered and ready Western Samoa, showing progress of 
Worship in New Delhi, India, which for concreting. Below: A ground-level construction as of February J, J983. 
shows that the innermost of the three view of the House of Worship at Apia, 
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The world 

Nigerian university offers Baha'i course 

The University of Nigeria in Nsukka, 
Anambra State, has begun offering a 
well-attended course on the Baha'i 
Faith, believed to be the first such 
course offered in the school's history. 

The course in the·Department of Re
ligion was begun February 18 with a 
lecture by Don Addison, a pioneer 
from the United States who is an as
sistant to the Auxiliary Board and a 
member of the university faculty. 

The 80 students were delighted when 
Mr. Addison opened his lecture on the 
Faith in their native Igbo language. He 
began by tracing the history of the 
Faith in Nigeria, showing photographs 
of Baha'i communities throughout that 
country. 

Most of the 140 books in Igbo and 
English that were made available to 
students as reference texts were pur
chased the first day they went on sale. 

"Proceeding now at an inspiring 
pace, the classes have been given an ex
ceptionally positive resportse by the 
students, a few of whom are students 
for the Christian clergy," Mr. Addison 
reports. 

Groundwork for the course was laid 
over a two-year period with carefully 
planned approaches to members of the 
Department of Religion whose profes
sors and lecturers are all clergymen. 

The course, says Mr. Addison, con
stitutes full and open public recog
nition of the independent nature of the 
Faith by yet another academic insti
tution in Nigeria. 

* * * 
As a demonstration of love and re-

spect, Nigerian women from several re
ligions trekked more than 15 miles to 
attend the funeral service for Elizabeth 
Idang Njang, the first woman in Ni
geria to embrace the Faith, who died 
March 17 at her home in Ikong Nkok 
Anie village in Nigeria's Cross Rivers 
State. 
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Mrs. Njang, who was the wife of 
Auxiliary Board member Oscar Njang. 
served as a member of the first Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Nigeria 
and before that as a member of the 
first National Spiritual Assembly of 
West Africa. 

A member of the Efik royal family, 
Mrs. Njang also served as a member of 
the Cross Rivers State Baha'i Teaching 
Committee. and was an organizer of a 

Norway 

Children attending the Norwegian Ba
ha'f Summer School held December 
27-January 2 in Sjoa, Norway, enjoy a 

Sixty-five adults, 13 youth and 24 
children attended the Norwegian Ba
ha'i Summer School held December 
27-Janliary 2 in the mountains of Sjoa, 
Norway. 

Counsellor Ursula Miihlschlegel was 
a guest speaker at the session whose 
theme was "Individual Teaching." 
The program included talks, group ses
sions and group singing. Some of the 
friends had written songs especially for 
the school. 

Baha'i coaference that was attended by 
100 women. 

In reporting her passing, the Na
tiona! Spiritual Assembly of Nigeria 
cabled, " ... continuing to the end to 
mention 'Whatever is the wish of 
Baha'u 'Bah,' ... this very rare soul 
enchanted others by her gentle manner 
of teaching and use of excellent ex
amples . 

hand puppet show presented by Trond 
Magnum (center rear). 

Evening activities included talks on 
pioneering experiences, films about the 
Faith, music and dance. 

In addition to a separate program 
for youth, the winter school provided 
well-planned children's programs in 
three age groups, and a nursery for 
toddlers. 

There was ample free time so that 
participants could enjoy the mountain 
air. 

I 



United Kingdom 

Pictured are the approximately 600 
delegates and guests at the Baha'( Na
Tional Convention of the United King
dom which was held in May at Harro
gaTe, Yorkshire, England. Dorothy 
Ferraby, a member of The ContinenTal 
Board of Counsellors in Europe, is 
seated third from left in the front row. 

Transkei 
Twenty-three of the 260 people who 

learned of the Faith during the Amoz 
Gibson Teaching Project last January 
in Transkei have already become Ba
ha'is. 

Participants in the nine-day teaching 
campaign in the areas of Cacadu and 
Cala included a team of six, composed 
of pioneers and of Africans from 
Transkei and Ciskei. 

Ciskei, a previously unopened dis
trict, now has 12 Baha'is with three 
localities opened to the Faith and one 
Baha'i Group large enough to form a 
Spiritual Assembly. 

In addition, new believers were en
rolled in four localities in the Cala 
district of Transkei. 

The ;-.!ational Spiritual Assembly of 
Transkei reports that less money from 
the Fund was spent for the campaign 
than had been expected due to con
tributions and sacrifices made by the 
friends. 

This photo of 10 Baha'is from Can
terbury, England, and seven visiting 
Bahd '(s from Bruges, Belgium, was 
published last February in Kentish Ga
zette, a Canterbury newspaper, and 
was accompanied by a well-written ar
Ticle. The inTercommunity visit was the 
first result of contact between members 

Plans for a Baha'i House of Wor
ship submitted by \1ahdad Saniee, a 
senior student and a Baha'i, were part 
of a recent exhibit of students' work 
that was open to the public at the Uni
versity of Edinburgh. Scotland's de-

of the two Baha'i communities that 
took place during the North Sea 
Border Conference in October 1982 in 
Bruges. At thaT time, The friends de
cided To establish closer links of friend
ship and cooperaTion and to facilitate 
the exchange of news and ideas. 

partment of architecture. 

Mr. Saniee's sketch for a House of 
Worship was chosen to be the main 
feature of the official poster adver
tising the exhibit. 
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Trinidad/Tobago 

Zimbabwe 
The new Baha'i National Institute 

near Harare, Zimbabwe, was dedicated 
February 17-21 with a special program 
at the facility. 

Among the participants in the five
day program were Counsellor Bahiyyih 
Winckler and representatives of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Zim
babwe. 

About 100 people attended a public 
meeting on the first evening of the 
dedication program. The following 
day, Mrs. Winckler visited with the Ba
ha'is, and that evening she showed 
slides of the Holy Land. 

On the third day, the chairman of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Zimbabwe gave a dedication address 
before an audience of more than 100 
from many parts of the country. 

The Baha'i institute is situated on 12 
acres of land about 19 miles from 
Harare with daily bus service. 

Malawi 
One hundred twenty-four people 

from 11 countries attended the first Ba
ha'i International Summer School in 
Malawi last December 23-January 1. 

A favorable newspaper article in the 
January 4 issue of the Malawi Daily 
Times included a group photo of 
school participants, an outline of the 
history of the Faith and of its estab
lishment in Malawi, and a description 

. of the scope and purpose of the Sum
mer School program. 
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Kenya 

Children from the Bahd'{ community 
0/ Nairobi, Kenya, sing 'Light a Can
die/or Peace' during a United Nations 

Bangladesh 

About 3,500 people in Rajshahi, 
Bangladesh, many of them dignitaries, 
professors, doctors and students, 
learned about the Faith and received 
pamphlets during a recent week-long 
teaching campaign that was named in 
honor of the Hand of the Cause of 
God RaQmatu'llah Muhajir. 

Approximately 1,000 people visited 
a Baha'i book exhibit at the district 
l:ia~ratu'I-Quds that was open each 

Shown are participants in the Tobago 
Baha'{ School held last December in 
John Dial Village, Tobago, Windward 
Islands. Kneeling (left to right) in the 
front row are Auxiliary Board mem
bers Dr. Keith Thorpe, Laurence Cow
ard and Stephen Burris. Included in the 
program were workshop sessions from 
the Olinga Institute Deepening Pro
gram. 

Day observance last October 24 at the 
Bahd'{ National Center in Nairobi. 

day of the teaching effort. Twenty of 
these visitors declared their belief in 
Baha'u'llah and were enrolled in the 
Faith. 

Each evening, a well-attended slide 
program on the Faith was presented. 
Newspaper reports of the week-long 
event appeared for three days. 
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Jamaica 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

Jamaica paid its first formal visit to 
Grand Cayman Island last December 
when six of its members visited the two 
island communities of Bodden Town 
and George Town. 

The National Assembly has admin
istrative responsibility for the three 
small islands of the Caymans group. 

Korea 
Twenty-six original paintings depict

ing images inspired by the Baha'i writ
ings and titled with Baha'i themes 
formed a one-woman art show April 
21-28 at the American Cultural Center 
in Seoul, Korea, that was sponsored by 
the U.S. International Communication 
Agency. 

The artist is Sara Hatch, a Baha'i 
from the U.S. who has been a pioneer 
to Korea for five years with her hus
band and their two children. Mrs. 
Hatch is a guest professor of art at Kei
myung University in Taegu. 

Her exhibited paintings bear such 
titles as "Blessed Is the Spot," "A 
Messenger of Joy," "The Resplendent 
Glory, " and "The Century of Ra
diance." 

Due in part to the help of another 
pioneer to Korea, five articles about 
the art show were published in leading 
newspapers in Korea. 

Each article mentioned that Mrs. 
Hatch is a Baha'i and that her Baha'i 
belief influenced her art work. 

Pakistan 
Auxiliary Board member Khosrove 

Afshari joined a group of Baha'is in 
Quetta, Pakistan, last November for 
teaching trips to localities in Balu
chistan including the cities of Boostan, 
Mastung and Sibi. 

During the previous month, other 
groups of Baha'is had visited Sibi and 
Pishin, while members of the local 
Teaching Committee of Quetta made a 
teaching trip to Mastung. 

* * * 
A combined meeting of the Spiritual 

Assemblies of Quetta, Quetta Cant., 
and the regional teaching committee of 
Baluchistan, Pakistan, was held March 
24-31. The main topic for consultation 
was the Seven Year Plan. 

Its members attended a social gath
ering hosted by Auxiliary Board mem
ber Beverly March, which gave them 
an opportunity to talk with members 
of both Baha'i communities. 

On Saturday morning, a Baha'i dele
gation visited Peter Lloyd, governor of 
the Cayman Islands, and presented 
him a copy of the book A Cry from the 

Hawaii 

Nola Freeman (right), a member of the 
Baha'{ community of Honolulu, reads 
a Baha'{ prayer during the opening ses
sion last March 21 of the Hawaii State 
Senate while another member of tlte 
Honolulu Bahd'{ community, Rose 
Toulon (left), reads a Baha'{ prayer at 

Zaire 
As a result of efforts by a lone Ba

ha'i in Zaire, Mpanga Tutu, who used 
his annual two-week vacation as a 
teaching trip, 102 people recently em
braced the Faith in Zaire, eight new lo
calities were opened, and five new 
Spiritual Assemblies were formed. 

In Kafatu, Mr. Tutu was approach
ed by a young boy who wanted a copy 
of a Baha'i brochure. At first the re
quest was refused, but when the 
youngster persisted, Mr. Tutu felt ob
liged to give him a copy. 

The boy was scolded by his teacher 
for arriving late at school, and an ex
planation was demanded. The child 

Heart by the Hand of the Cause of 
God William Sears. 

Members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly later held separate meetings 
with members of each Baha'i com
munity. On Sunday, they enjoyed the 
children's classes held in Bodden Town 
for a group of children whose parents 
are, for the most part, not Baha'is. 

the opening of the state's House of 
Representatives. It has become cus
tomary each year for the Hawaii legis
lature to have Baha'is open their ses
sions with prayers on Naw-Ruz, March 
21. 

presented the brochure to his teacher, 
who then asked him to read it aloud to 
all the students. 

The reading attracted the interest of 
the teacher and the school's principal 
who immediately had the classes stop
ped so that students could look for the 
traveling Baha'i. Mr. Tutu soon found 
himself surrounded by eager students 
and teachers. 

After he presented the Message and 
answered questions, 27 people declared 
their belief in Baha'u'llah, opening the 
way for the formation of another new 
Spiritual Assembly. 
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Iceland 

The first book on the Baha'i Faith to 
be written by an Icelandic Baha'i was 
published in that country last Feb
ruary. 

BaM 'u 'lIah, His Life and Revela
tion, written in the Icelandic language, 
is 267 pages long and includes a history 
of the lives of the Central Figures of 
the Faith, many photographs, and a 

Canada 
About 1,000 people attended perfor

mances last January 29-30 of the Ba
ha'i dance troupe Ballet Shayda in 
Hamilton and Oshawa, Canada. 

In Hamilton, a member of the Ca
nadian Parliament was present for the 
performance along with several people 
from Buffalo, New York, including 
media representatives. About three
quarters of those in the audience were 
Baha'is. 

In Oshawa, many in the audience re
mained after the performance to hear 
more about the Faith. It was the largest 
Baha'i gathering ever held in Oshawa 
with very few Baha'is in the audience. 

Michele Danesh, the director of 
Ballet Shayda, noted the maturity and 
organizational skills shown by the 
Spiritual Assemblies of Hamilton and 
Oshawa in planning the performances. 
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Baha'u'llah, His Life and Revelation is 
the first book on the BaM 'I' Faith to be 
written by an Icelandic Baha'i' in the 
Icelandic language. Its publication last 
February was accompanied by publici
ty on Icelandic radio and television. 

Edward T. J6nsson is the first Ice
landic Baha'i' to write a book on the 
Faith in that language. Before writing 
Baha'u'llah, His Life and Revelation, 
which was published last February, 
Mr. J6nsson translated several Baha'i' 
books and other materials from Eng
lish to Icelandic. 

50-page appendix that conta;ns ma
terial on the Covenant, Baha'i admin
istration, and other aspects of the 
Faith. 

The book was written by Edward T. 
J6nsson who has translated several Ba
ha'i books and other materials on the 
Faith into Icelandic including Bahd
'u'lldh and the New Era. 

Portugal 
It is estimated that more than one 

million people in Portugal saw the first 
televised report on the Faith ever pre
sented in that country, telecast last 
September 5 during the Sunday prime
time news program, "Tele-Journal." 

The unusually long report included 
- scenes shot at the annual Portuguese 
Baha'i Summer School. Shown were 
students singing of Baha'u'llah, which 
set the scene for a most favorable ac
count by the reporter who had visited 

French Antilles 
The Faith received excellent publi

city in the press and on radio in the 
French Antilles last summer during a 
book exhibit that was held at the Ba
ha'i Center in Guadeloupe. 

More than 25 people visited the ex
hibit, and many of them purchased Ba
ha'i books. Some guests chatted for a 
few minutes while others remained for 
as long as two hours, according to a 

The new book has been distributed 
throughout Iceland. Publicity has in
cluded announcements on Icelandic 
television and a 45-minute reading of 
one chapter over Iceland's national 
radio station. 

Copies may be obtained from the 
Baha'i Distribution Service, 6dinsgata 
20, Reykjavik 101, Iceland. 

the school. 
The proclamation began with news 

releases about the school that were sent 
to all the mass media in Portugal by the 
Baha'i National Public Relations Com
mittee. 

As a result of the releases, at least 10 
articles about the school appeared in 
the press during the week in which it 
was held, Finally, on the last day, a 
television crew arrived to film footage 
for the "Tele-Journal" program. 

report from the National Spiritual As
sembly of the French Antilles. 

Posters and spot announcements on 
radio helped draw attention to the ex
hibit which was considered so success
ful that it was extended for another 
week. As a result, a sympathetic article 
about the Faith appeared in the daily 
newspaper France-Antilles. 



Bermuda 

Shown are delegates and guests who at
tended the third Baha'I' National Con
vention of Bermuda held May 20-22 in 

Guyana 
Seven hundred people from 33 voca

tional backgrounds declared their be
lief in Baha 'u 'llah during the Bal).iyyih 
Khanum Teaching Campaign held dur
ing January and February in Guyana. 

The project, whose members in
cluded nine international traveling 
teachers, resulted from consultation 
among the Universal House of Justice, 
the Continental Board of Counsellors 
for the Americas, and the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Guyana. 

It began with a nine-day teaching in
stitute at which traveling teachers were 
divided into four teams, each of which 
had a majority of local bdievers. 

As a result of the campaign, a sec
ond teaching effort was launched im
mediately following the departure 
from Guyana of the traveling teachers. 
Another nine-day institute was held for 
the new Baha'is and another teaching 
team was created. 

In less than two weeks, more than 75 
people had become Baha'is and the 
consolidation work was begun. 

* * * 
As soon as the reopening of a fund 

for relief of the Baha'is in Iran was an
nounced during a Nineteen Day Feast 

Hamilton. Participants included Auxil
iary Board members Dr. Adrienne 
Reeves (standing second from right in 

in Plaisance-Industry, Guyana, the 
youth began planning a special concert 
to raise money. 

With the approval of the Local Spiri
tual Assembly, the young people pre
sented a concert February 13 that in
chIded singing, mimes, short plays and 
stories of teaching experiences. 

Baha'is of all ages from at least si~ 
communities attended the concert 
along with some members of the Ba
l).iyyih Khanum Teaching Project. 

The successful concert by the group 
of about 10 youth, all under the age of 
17, set a fine example for other youth 
in Guyana. 

• • • 
More than 200 Baha'is and their 

guests attended a barbecue during In
tercalary Days last February 17 that 
was sponsored by the Spiritual Assem
bly of Plaisance-Industry, Guyana. 

As a result, the largest <.ingle con
tribution by a community in Guyana 
WaS made to the fund for the West 
Demerara l;Iaz;iratu'I-Quds. 

front row) and Dr. William Tucker 
(standing at far right in back row). 

Senegal 
Ninety-two people including repre

sentatives of the National Spiritual As
semblies of The Gambia, Mauritania 
and Senegal attended a recent inter
state Baha'i conference in Dakar, 
Senegal. 

Special guests at the conference in
cluded Counsellor l;Iusayn Ardekani 
and three Auxiliary Board members. 

The program included talks on such 
widely diverse topics as opposition to 
the Faith and the role of wo"men in the 
Baha'i community. - Separate classes 
for children were held, and songs by 
the younger participants were inter
spersed into the conference agenda. 

On the first evening, the youth of 
Dakar organized a unity feast. Enter
tainment at the conference included a 
football match between Baha'is from 
The Gambia and Senegal that resulted 
in a tie score. 

An evening program featured a film 
in which the Hand of the Cause of God 
William Sears paid tribute to the first 
African martyr, Eduardo Duarte Vi
eira, whose widow attended the con
ference with some of her children and 
grandchildren. 
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World Centre 

16 more Baha'is are martyred in Iran 

WITH GREAT SORROW IMPART NEWS EXECUTION 
BY HANGING LATE HOL'RS 16 JL-NE IN SHIRAZ 
ANOTHER SIX VALIANT SERVANTS CAUSE: 
DR_ BAHRAM AFNAN, PROMINENT PHYSICIAN, 48 
YEARS OLD; MR. BAHRAM YALDA·I. STUDENT, 23 
YEARS OLD; MR. JAMSHID SIYA VUSHI, MER
CHANT, 39 YEARS OLD; MR. 'INAYATU'LLAH ISH
RAQI, RETIRED OFFICER OIL COMPANY, 60 YEARS 
OLD; MR. KURUSH HAQBIN, ELECTRICAL TECH
NICIAN, 27 YEARS OLD; ~IR. 'ABDU'L-HUSAYN 
AZADI, EMPLOYEE HEALTH ~lINISTRY, 60 YEARS 
OLD. 
GRA VEL Y CONCERNED LIVES OTHER PRISONERS 
THREATENED BE SCBJECTED SI~lILAR FATE IF RE
FUSE RECA~T FAITH AND E\1BRACE ISLAM. THIS 
RUTHLESS TREAT~IENT BY FANATICS NOW T AK
ING REINS JUSTICE THEIR HANDS IN DEFIANCE 
WORLD PUBLIC OPINION. DEMANDS SPECIAL 
CONSIDERATION BY GOVERNMENTS AND PEOPLE 
OF PROMINENCE TO EXERT CT~10ST EFFORTS 
PREVENT CONTINL\TION SeCH ACTS WHICH 
VIOLATE PRINCIPLES JCSTICE A~D HUMAN 
RIGHTS. 

U,\IVERS-\L HOeSE OF Jl:STICE 
JUNE 18, 1983 

FOLLOWING OCTRAGEOUS EXECUTION SIX 
BAHA'IS IN SHIRAZ Ol'\ 16 JUNE, FURTHER 
HIDEOUS CRIME HAS BEEN PERPETRATED BY AU
THORITIES THAT CITY BY HANGING TEN INNO
CENT WOMEN NIGHT OF 18 JUNE. THEY ARE: 
MRS. NUSRAT Y ALDA 'I. 5~ YEARS OLD. MOTHER 
OF BAHRA~f. HANGED 16 Jl-NE: 'fRS. 'IZZAT JA
NAMI ISHRAQI, 50 YEARS OLD. WIFE OF INA YA
TU'LLAH. HANGED 16 JUNE: ~IISS RUYA ISHRAQI. 
IN EARLY 20'S, DATGHTER OF ABOVE; MRS. T A
HIRIH, SIYAVUSHI. 32 YEARS OLD. WIFE OF JAM
SHID, HANGED 16 JC~E; MISS 'tUNA MAHMUDNI
ZHAD, 18 YEARS OLD, DALGHTER OF Y ADU'LLAH. 
EXECUTED 12 MARCH: MISS ZARRIN MUQIMI, UN
DER 25 YEARS OLD; MISS SHIRI~ DALV AND. 
EARLY 20'S; MISS AKHTAR THABIT. 19 YEARS OLD: 
MISS SIMIN SABIRI. IN EARLY 20'S: 'IISS MAHSHID 
NIRUMA~D, 18 YEARS OLD. 
THE EXECCTION OF THESE GUL TLESS WOMEN IN 
THE NAME OF RELIGION MeST SHOCK COl'
SCIENCE HUMANITY. THEY WERE ARRESTED FOR 

ACTIVITIES I~ BAHA'I COMMl:NITY INCLCDING 
EDUCA TION OF YOl:TH. 
FOLLOWING LONG INTERROGATION IN PRISON 
THEY WERE WARNED THEY WOULD BE SUB
JECTED TO FOUR SESSIONS PRESSURING THEM 
RECANT THEIR FAITH ACCEPT ISLAM AND IF BY 
FOURTH TIME THEY HAD NOT SIGNED PREPARED 
STATEMENT RECANTING FAITH THEY WOULD BE 
KILLED. ALL PREFERRED DIE RATHER THAN 
DENY THEIR FAITH. 

FEW HOURS PRIOR EXECCTION WOME~ MET 
WITH FAMILIES. NONE OF WHOM KNEW IMPEND
ING EXECUTION. NEWS THIS DASTARDLY CRIME 
NOT PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED OR FORMALLY 
GIVE" TO FAMILIES. AUTHORITIES REFUSED AL
LOW FAMILIES TO RECEIVE BODIES FOR BURIAL 
OR EVEN TO SEE THEM. 

IT SHOULD BE RECALLED THAT BETWEEN OC
TOBER AND ~OVEMBER 1982 OVER 80 BAHA'IS 
WERE ARRESTED IN SHIRAZ. AVTHORITIES 
LATER REVEALED THAT 22 PERSOl'S AMONG THE 
80 WERE CONDE\1NED TO DEATH IF WOULD NOT 
RECANT. NA\1ES OF THESE 22 HOWEVER WERE 
NEVER REVEALED. INTENSIFYING PSYCHO
LOGICAL STRESS AMONG BAH.A'I PRISONERS. 

IN DEFlA~CE APPEALS WORLD LEADERS A~D 
WORLD PUBLIC OPINIOl'. 21 OF THESE BAHkIS 
HA VE THL'S FAR BEEl' EXECUTED, CASTING 
SHADOW ON FATE REMAINING BELIEVERS LA~
GUISHING IN .PRISON. 

YOC ARE REQCESTED AROCSE SY\1PATHY IN
TEREST WELL-INTENDll'G PEOPLE YOUR COUN
TRY. AND AGAIN URGE GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 
PRIVATE AGENCIES DEALING WITH HC\IAN 
RIGHTS, WOMEN'S ORGA~IZATIONS, NEWS 
MEDIA TO TAKE EFFECTIVE MEASURES WITH 
GOVERNME~T IRAN INDCCE THEM CEASE AC
TIONS ABHORRENT TO CONSCIENOE HUMANITY. 
CONTINUE PRA YERS SAFETY WELL-BEING STEAD
FAST BRETHREN CRADLE FAITH. 

CNIVERSAL HOUSE OF Jl:STICE 
JUNE 18. 1983 
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World Centre 

Youth must arise to vindicate martyrs 

TO BAHA 'j YOUTH THROUGHOL'T THE WORLD: 
RECENT MARTYRDOMS COl'RAGEOUS STEAD
FAST YOCTH 11\ SHIRAZ, SCEl\E Il\AUGURA T10N 
MISSION MARTYR-PROPHET, REMINISCEl\T ACTS 
\' ALOR YOVTHFUL IMMORTALS HEROIC AGE. 
COl\FlDE1\T BAHA 'j YOUTH THIS GENERATION 
WILL NOT ALLOW THIS FRESH BLOOD SHED ON 
VERY SOIL WHERE FIRST WAVE PERSECUTION 
FAITH TOOK PLACE REMAIN UNVINDICA TED OR 
THIS SUBLIME SACRIFICE UNA\, AILING. . 
AT THIS HOUR OF AFFLICTION AND GRIEF, AND 
AS WE APPROACH ANNIVERSARY MARTYRDOM 
BLESSED BAB CALL ON BAHA 'j YOUTH TO RE
DEDICA TE THEMSELVES TO URGENT NEEDS 
CAUSE BAHA 'U'LLAH. LET THEM RECALL BLESS
INGS HE PROMISED THOSE WHO IN PRIME OF 
YOUTH WILL ARISE TO ADORN THEIR HEARTS 
WITH HIS LOVE AND REMAIN STEADFAST AND Two views of picturesque Innsbruck, Austria, site of this 
FIRM. LET THEM CALL TO MIND EXPECTATIONS summer's European Baha'i Youth Conference. 
MASTER FOR EACH TO BE A FEARLESS LION, A 
MUSK-LADEN BREEZE WAFTING OVER MEADS 
VIRTUE. LET THEM MEDITATE OVER UNIQUE 
Ql)ALITIES YOUTH SO GRAPHICALLY MEN
TIONED 11\ WRITINGS GUARDIAN WHO PRAISED 
THEIR- ENTERPRISING AND ADVENTUROUS 
SPIRIT, THEIR VIGOR, THEIR ALERTNESS, OP
TIMISM Al\D EAGERNESS, AND THEIR DIVINELY
APPOINTED, HOLY AND ENTHRALLING TASKS. 
WE FERVENTLY PRAY AT SACRED THRESHOLD 
THAT ARMY OF SPIRITUALLY A WAKENED AND 
DETERMINED YOUTH MAY IMMEDIA TEL Y ARISE 
RESPONSE NEEDS PRESENT HOUR DEVOTE IN 
EVER GREATER MEASURE THEIR VALUED ENER
GIES TO PROMOTE BOTH ON HOMEFRONTS AND 
IN FOREIGN FIELDS, CAUSE THEIR ALL-WATCH
FUL AND EXPECT ANT LORD. 
MA Y THEY MANIFEST SAME SPIRIT SO RECENTLY 
EVINCED THEIR MARTYR BRETHREN CRADLE 
FAITH, SCALE SUCH HEIGHTS OF ENDEAVOR AS 
TO BECOME PRIDE THEIR PEERS CONSOL~ TION 
HEARTS PERSIAN BELIEVERS, AND DEMON-
STRA TE THAT THE FLAME HIS OMNIPOTENT 
HAND HAS KINDLED BURNS EVER BRIGHTER AND 
THAT ITS LIFE-IMPARTING WARMTH AND RA-
DIANCE SHALL SOON ENVELOP PERMEATE 
WHOLE EARTH. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
JUNE 23, 1983 
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Pictorial 

Works by 'foremost muralist in Iran' 

The murals on this page were painted 
by ,'I4ahmehr Golestaneh. a Bahci '( who 
was considered the foremost muralist 
in Iran before the 1978 revolution that 
brought the Ayatollah Khomeini to 
power. Mrs. Golestaneh, who left Iran 
to preserve her artistic freedom, now 
lives and works in Miami, Florida, 
where an exhibit of some of her works 
was shown in December 1981. The 
mural at the right, which was painted 
in 1967, is in the Tehran Opera House. 
The mural below, painted in 1969. is in 
the Saderak Bank in Kermanshah. 
Mrs. Golestaneh works in a broad 
spectrum of materials from hammered 
bronze to ceramics and stainless steel. 
Among her present projects is a me
morial to her cousin, Shidrokh Dagha. 
one of six members of the Spiritual As
sembly of Tehran who were marr.vred 
in December 1981. 
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World Centre 

W Qrld Rotary president visits Haifa 
! 

Dr. Hiroji Mukasa, president of 
Rotary International, and his wife 
Kiyoko visited the Seat of the Uni
versal House of Justice on March 15. 

The opportunity to receive the pres
id~nt of the million-member worldwide 
service organization came in the course 
of his scheduled visit to Rotary Clubs 

I 

I 

I 

Representatives of the Universal House 
of Justice and the Baha'i International 
Community are shown with a group of 
Rotarians who visited the World Cen
tre in Haifa on March 15. Dr. Hiro)i 
Mukasa, the president of Rotary Inter
national, and his wife Kiyoko are 
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in Israel as a part of the visitation pro
gram that is a feature of his one-year 
term of office. 

The guests arrived at the World Cen
tre in Haifa accompanied by Rotary's 
district governor for Israel and Ro
tarians from Haifa and Tel Aviv. 

They were greeted on the steps of the 

eighth and ninth from left. At the far 
right is Charles Wolcott, a member of 
the Universal House of Justice and a 
Rotarian. Donald Barrett, secretar) 
general, and Ronald Bates, deputy sec
retary general of the Baha'I' Interna-

Seat of the Cni\'ersal House of Justice 
by Baha'i Rotarians serving at the 
World Centre. 

Dr. Mukasa is promoting interna
tional goodwill among Rotarians in 
157 countries using the theme "Man
kind Is One." It is illustrated by de
picting humanity as a single tree whose 

tional Community, are in the back row 
(fifth from left, and behind Mrs. Mu
kasa, respectively). Dr. .\1ukasa has 
selected the phrase 'Mankind Is One' 
as the Rotary Club theme for the cur
rent year. 



branches are filled with the fa-:::es of all 
races and nations. 

The remarkable coincidence with the 
Baha'i teachings is further reflected in 
Dr. Mukasa's message to Rotarians. 
He states that " ... mankind is one 
family ... without peace and happi
ness in the entire family, no individual 
can enjoy peace and happiness." 

He has been urging members to 
"build bridges of friendship" as, by so 
doing. "distrust and suspicion will be 
eliminated, barriers will be overcome, 
and world peace and happiness will 
emerge. " 

The visitors entered the newly fur
nished Reception Concourse through 
the main doors and were welcomed by 
a Japanese member of the World Cen
tre staff, Mrs. Yoshie Ragland, who 
carried on an animated conversation in 
Japanese with the couple throughout 
their tour of the building. They were 
obviously pleased and surprised at be
ing greeted in their native tongue, and 
were struck by the beauty of the sur
roundings. 

They were escorted to the level of the 
Council Chamber. and Dr. Mukasa 
was visibly moved by the life-size por
trait of 'Abdu'l-Baha that hangs on the 
anteroom wall just outside the cham
ber. 

The party was taken next to the li
brary where the staff had mounted an 
appropriate display of Baha'\ books in 
Japanese. The recently published Japa
nese translation of the work by the late 
Bernard Leach, Beyond East and 
West, captured the attention of the 
visitors, who also showed special in
terest in the volumes of The Baha'i 
World that contain "In Memoriam" 
articles about Kanichi Yamamota, the 
first Japanese Baha'i, and Saichiro Fu
jita. 

Statel~' hall 

From the library the guests were es
corted to the stately banquet hall which 
runs the width of the building's ground 
floor, immediately beneath the library. 

The visitors then moved to a sitting 
room in the Reception Concourse 
where they were served a cold drink of 
"sikanjibin," a Persian specialty, as 
they strolled about the Concourse. A 
copy of the book A Crown of Beauty 
and Volume XVII of The Baha'i' 
World were presented to Dr. Mukasa. 

Dr. Hiroji Mukasa (second from left), 
president of Rotary International, 
shakes hands with fellow Rotarian 
Hugh Chance. a member of the Uni
versal House of Justice, after receiving 
a copy of the book A Crown of Beauty 
during a visit March 15 to the Seat of 
the Universal House of Justice. 
Charles Wolcott, another Rotarian and 
member of the Supreme Body of the 
Faith, waits to present Dr. Mukasa 

The Baha'i Rotarians and their wives 
were present that evening at a dinner in 
Haifa, as were the mayor of Haifa and 
the Speaker of the Knesset. 

They heard the honored guest, who 
is a psychiatrist by profession, tell a 
charming story about his grandson's 
query as to how many "grandparents" 
he had. Deciding to calculate the an-

with a COP),' of Volume XVII of The 
Baha'i World. Mrs. Mukasa is seated 
at left. The presentations took place in 
a ground floor sitting room of the Re
ception Concourse in the recently com
pleted Seat. Dr. Mukasa's visit to the 
World Centre came during a presi
dential tour of the international or
ganization's member clubs in several 
countries. 

swer to the question, Dr. Mukasa 
found that, by going back 30 genera
tions, his grandson would have had 
"an astronomical 1,000,000,000 
grandparents.' , 

He used the story to illustrate his 
conviction that mankind is without a 
doubt one great family. 
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Administration 

On the development of Local Assemblies 

I.\TRODUCTIOS 
We know from the writings of our 

Faith that the Baha'i Revelation rep
resents the advent of maturity in the 
collective life of man. As Baha'is we 
thus face the basic challenge not only 
of accomplishing tasks ne\'er previous
ly accomplished, but also of doing 
many traditional tasks from a radically 
new point of view. In this way, we are 
all pioneers of a new maturity, a new 
"pattern for future society." just by 
the attitude we have toward e\er. rhe 
simplest tasks of administrati\ e ~er\'ice 
10 the Faith. 

God has gi\'en us I he basic tools to 
build this new maturity by ordaining 
an administrative order animated by 
His own Spirit, but He has left to us 
the task of discovering for ourselves 
many of the subtle implications and 
deep significances inherent in the Ba
ha'i pattern of community life. 

This calls forth a creative effort on 
our part, and it means that the admin
istration of our Faith can never be en
compassed in a formula or reduced to a 
set of rules routinely followed. It al
lows us to contribute the best of our
selves-of our individual, God-given, 
infinitely valuable, personal spiritual 
qualities-to the ongoing work of the 
Cause. In this way, administrative ser
vice to the Faith of Baha'u'llah be-

This article on the development of 
Local Spiritual Assemblies, reprinted 
from the January-February and 
March-April 1983 issues of Baha'i 
Canada, is taken from a talk given at 
the Montreal International Conference 
in September 1982 by Dr. William Hat
cher, a professor of mathematics at 
Laval University in Quebec Cir)" Ca
nada, and a member of thar country's 
recently formed Assembly Develop
ment Committee. 
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... Local Spiritual Assemblies 
are divineb' ordained decision
making bodies whose task it is to 
make decisions concerning cer
tain cJearb' defined areas of the 
collective (and to some extent 
the individual) life of the Baha·, 
community. 

l'ome~ cnarged with all :he richnes' c:'" 
noble artistic endea\ ,)r, 

Concerning the process of the prore~ 
development of the administrative C'~

der, the Guardian ha~ said: 

"The Baha'i administration is only 
the first shaping of what in future will 
come to be the social life and laws of 
community living. As yet the belie\'e~5 
are only first beginning to grasp and 
practice it properly. So we must ha\e 
patience if at times it seems a little se::
conscious and rigid in its workings, 1: 
is because we are learning something 
very difficult but very wonderful
how to live together as a community of 
Baha'is, according to the glorious 
teachings." (The Local Spiritual As
sembly, p. 24) 

In other words, the pattern we a:-e 
called upon to develop in our commu
nity life is the pattern which, in the fL:' 
lure, will be followed by the whole 0:
mankind. 

LOCAL ASSEMBLIES 

Let us turn our attention for a mo
ment to the crucial role played by the 
Local Spiritual Assemblies in this de
\'e!opment . 

Fundamentally, Local Spiritual A,· 
semblies are divinely ordained deci~
ion-making bodies whose task it is !o 

make decisions concerning certai .. 

,'Jea~l~ defined area~ of the collectiw 
land to some extent the individual) life 
,.'r the Baha'; community, In the book 
Bahd ';Admlnistration, Shoghi Effendi 
tells m that, at the present stage in the 
dewlopment of the Administrative Or
der. the two basic tasks of the Local 
Assembly are to " ... aim at a steady 
and gradual expansion of the Move
ment along lines that are at once 
broad. sound and uniwrsal," and to 
", , ,insure the consolidation of the 
\\ (1,1; alread~ a.::hie\'ed," (The Local 
Spiritual Assembly, p. 23) 

In fact, as many statements in the 
Writings clearly indicate, the key to the 
successful integration of the local com
munity is the proper functioning of the 
Local Spiritual Assembly. The House 
of Justice has said: " ... the one vital 
acti\'ity which will enrich the quality of 
BaM'i life is the strengthening of Local 
Assemblies, for in this institution, op
erating at the first level of human so
ciety. rests the greatest opportunity to 
foster the sound and healthy growth of 
the Baha'i community." (The Seven 
Year Plan, Phase I, p. 16) 

Decision-making bodies and admin
istrative structures also exist outside 
the Baha'i Faith, so we might profit
ably reflect on the differences between 
administration within and without the 
Faith of Baha·u'llah. 

In Western society, administration is 
largely power-oriented. Those who en
gage in administrative activity seek pri
marily the rewards of high status, of 
security, of material benefits, and of 
wielding power and dominion over 
others. To the degree that such selfish 
motives do exist. they cannot fail to 
undermine the integrity of the decision
making process so that decisions are 
often made for the short-term benefit 
and self-interest of an elite group 



rather than for the long-term benefit 
and interest of all. 

This tends to create attitudes of sus
picion, mistrust and fear on the part of 
the public. People often sense that thev 
are being manipulated by decision'
makers and therefore develop strat
egies of resistance to many of the de
cisions emanating from th~ various ad
ministrative bodies of society. This 
helps create the atmosphere of tension, 
conflict, carping criticism and hostility 
which we so often experience in mod'
ern society and its institutions. 

In the Baha'i Faith, administration 
is service-oriented, not power-oriented. 
Those who are called upon to engage in 
administrative activity must make per
sonal and material sacrifices and they . ,. 
must strIve to make decisions that serve 
the collectivity rather than manipulate 
it. In fact, as 'Abdu'I-Baha so often 
pointed out, it is not reall\" we who ad
minister the affairs of th~ Came. but 
the di\'ine ~pirit working through m: 
"There is a power in this Cause-a 
mysterious power-far, far, far away 
from the ken of men and angels; tha't 
invisible power is the cause of all these 
outward activities. It moves the hearts. 
It rends the mountains. It administers 
the complicated affairs of the 
Cause. "(The Baha'I' Revelation, 
p. 185) 

It follows that our maturity as 
spiritual administrators is measur~d bv 
the degree to which we become effe~
tive instruments for this power. The 
Local Assemblies serve the community 
by becoming the means by which thrs 
power can operate. In administration 
as in teaching, it is not we who produce 
results but the spirit working through 
us. 

We might say, then, that in the realm 
of administrative and decision-making 
activitv, the transition to maturity in 
the coilective life of man is represe~ted 
by the change from a power-oriented 
administration to a service-oriented, 
Spirit-led administration. This is the 
new maturity that we and we alone are 
called upon by God to pioneer, for it is 
only the Baha'i Administrative Order. 
based on the Covenant of Baha'u'llah, 
which has the guarantee of such a level 
of divine assistance. 

Thus, all of the spiritual processes of 

In :he Baha'i Faith, administration is service-oriented, not power
~rI.ented. Those who are called upon to engage in administrative ac- . 
tlv~t~' must make personal and material sacrifices, and the~' must 
strl\'e to make decisions that serve the collectivih" rather than 
manipulate it. . , 

Bah~ 'i administrative functioning, in
cludmg consultation itself, are most 
properly viewed not as ends in them
selves but rather as a means of pro
ducing a mature. service-oriented ad
ministration, one that is capable of 
functioning as a conscious instrument 
for the power 01 :he Covenant. In this 
regard. the Guardian has said: "The 
friends must never mistake the Baha'i 
administration for an end in itself. It is 
merely the instrument of the spirit of 
the Faith." (The Local Spiritual As
sembly, p. 24) 

Therefore. the development and 
consolidation of Local Spiritual As
semblies and loca! communities meam 
nothing more nor less than nurturing 
and fostering the transition to ma
turity. We help consolidate Assemblies 
and communities whenever we con
tribute to providing conditions favor
able to the realization of service
oriented, Spirit-led administration 
and we hamper community develop: 
ment whenever we contribute, however 
indirectly. toward creating conditions 
which inhibit this maturation process. 
This is the duty and privilege of each 
believer. not just Assembly members 
or Board members and their assistants. 

each community must be cherished, 
nurtured, loved, assisted, obeyed and 
prayed for." (The Seven Year Plan 
Phasel,p.161 ' 

It is also clear from the writings of 
our Faith that the proper development 
of the Administrative Order and the 
personal spiritual development of each 
one of us, are closely linked. Shoghi 
Effendi has said: 

"When a person becomes a Baha'i 
actually what takes place is that the 
seed of the spirit starts to grow in the 
human soul. This seed must be watered 
by the outpourings of the Ho:y Spirit. 
These gifts of the spirit are received 
through prayer. meditation, study of 
the Holy Utterances and service t~ the 
Cause of God. The fact of the matter is 
that service in the Cause is like the 
plough which ploughs the physical soil 
when seeds are sown. It is necessary 
that the soil be ploughed up, so that it 
can be enriched, and thus cause a 
stronger growth of the seed. In exactl\' 
the same way the evolution of the spirit 
takes place through ploughing up the 
soil of the heart so that it is a constant 
reflection of the Holy Spirit. In this 
way the human spirit grows and de
velops by leaps and bounds." (The Ba
ha'(Life, p. 20) -It is only when Assembly and com

munity development is viewed in this 
way as part of a universal, integrative _ Nor can we count on the grace of 
maturation process that it can become God to make up for anv failure to con
genuinely effective. We cannot regard tribute our part to thi~ endeavor, for 
the consolidation and integration of Shoghi Effendi has said: "No matter 
our communities as the unique concern how strong the measure of Divine 
of a limited number of specially des- grace, unless supplemented by per
ignated or elected individuals. The sonal, sustained and intelligent effort it 
House of Justice has said: cannot become fullv effective and be of 

"The friends are called upon to give 
their whole-hearted support and coop
eration to the Local Spiritual Assem
bly, first by voting for the membership 
and then by energetically pursuing ig 
plam and programmes. by turning to it 
in time of trouble or difficulty, by 
praying for its success and taking de
light in its rise to influence and honor. 
This great prize, this gift of God within 

any real and abidin"g advantage." (The 
Baha'(Life, p. 6) 

Thus the opportunity for each of us, 
whether an Assembly member or not, 
to participate in the process of consoli
dating our local communities is in 
reality the God-given means whereby 
we ourselves may grow spiritually and 
thereby fulfill our own deepest spiri
tual needs and longings. 
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THE CURRENT STAGE OF THE 
MATURA TION PROCESS 

Friends, let us try for a few moments 
to think about where we are in the tran
sition process toward full administra
tive maturity. Let us attempt to assess 
as accurately as possible the progress 
we have made and see what steps may 
lie immediately ahead. 

In listening to one's fellow Baha'is 
talk about their administrative experi
ences in the Faith, one soon acquires 
the feeling that there is a sense of being 
burdened by administrative tasks, es
pecially with regard to service on Local 
Spiritual Assemblies. Whereas teach
ing the Faith, prayer, proclamation, 
conventions, conferences, summer 
schools, social meetings, or deepenings 
are all basically attractive and interest
ing activities for us, Assembly service 
often seems to have more negative as
sociations. These negative associations 
derive perhaps from experiences of 
frustration, of long hours spent in 
sometimes gruelling consultation, or of 
hurt feelings and misunderstandings. 

If this is a reasonably accurate re
flection of our prevalent feelings to
ward Assembly service, it suggests that 
perhaps we have reached a sort of mid
point or "dead center" in our progress 
toward maturity. On the one hand, we 
have rather successfully detached our
selves from the negative patterns af
fecting administrative service in the 
non-Baha'i society; that is to say that 
Baha'is, for the most part, certainly do 
not seek personal aggrandizement, sta
tus, material benefits or any other such 
ego-centered or selfish rewards in As
sembly service. (Indeed, our brothers 
and sisters in Iran risk their very lives 
in accepting election to such institu
tions.) On the other hand, we have per
haps not yet been so successful in gain
ing a sufficiently new and creative per
spective on Assembly and administra
tive service, one that would allow us to 
find a mature joy and deep sense of 
spiritual mastery and exhilaration that 
should be associated with any service 
to the Faith. 

Having mastered the "do not's" but 
having- failed to master the "do's," we 
may tend to view Assembly service as a 
dry duty. We manage to motivate our
selves toward this activity only by the 
most primitive sense of spiritual duty 
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tinged with guilt feelings about our 
limitations, weaknesses, and our nega
tive feelings toward the task. 

In any case, it is clear that it is im
possible to maintain for a long period 
of time a consistently high level of mo
tivation toward any activity which has 
many negative associations for us. We 
cannot forever motivate ourselves to
ward Assembly service out of a sense 
of duty alone. 

DR. WILLIAM S. HATCHER 

Any growth process involves both 
detachment from an immature pattern 
of action and attachment to a more 
mature one. Ideally, these two aspects 
of growth should occur simultaneous
ly. Detachment from an immature pat
tern always appears initially as a nega
tive process. One has a sense of loss, of 
sacrifice, of giving up. It is only in the 
growing light of the more mature pat
tern that one regains, on an even 
deeper level than before, a renewed 
sense of creativity, of fulfillment, and 
of an enhanced capacity to function. 
Then, all the joys and rewards pre
viously associated with the activitv re
turn to us, but in a more complete, 
balanced and satisfactory way. 

Certainly this basic law and pattern 
of spiritual growth applies to Assembly 

and community development and in 
particular to administrative service. 
Thus, as we gradually perfect the new, 
mature Baha'i pattern of administra
tive and community life, we will no 
doubt experience a tremendous in
crease in our creativity, our enthusiasm 
and our joy in administrative service to 
the Faith. 

. Let us take an example. It is quite 
clear from the writings of our Faith 
that the notion of leadership in the Ba
ha'i Faith stands in sharp contrast to 
the notions of leadership current in our 
world today. In the non-Baha'i society, 
a leader is usually a charismatic figure 
who induces a sense of inadequacy in 
those around him. The leader appears 
as a person so competent and strong 
that others must defer to him and strive 
vainly to imitate him. Let us see what 
Shoghi Effendi has said about leader
ship in the context of the Baha'i Ad
ministrative Order. Speaking of the 
members of Baha'i Assemblies, he has 
said: 

"The duties of those whom the 
friends have freely and conscientiously 
elected as their representatives are no 
less vital and binding than the obliga
tions of those who have chosen them. 
Their function is not to dictate, but to 
consult, and consult not only among 
themselves, but as much as possible 
with the friends whom they represent. 
They must regard themselves in no 
other light but that of chosen instru
ments for a more efficient and dig
nified presentation of the Cause of 
God. They should never be led to sup
pose that they are the central orna
ments of the body of the Cause, intrin
sically superior to others in capacity or 
merit, and sole promoters of its teach
ings and principles. They should ap
proach their task with extreme hu
mility ... " (The Local Spiritual As
sembly, p. 18) 

In another passage, he has said: 
"The first quality for leadership 

both among individuals and Assem
blies is the capacity to use the energy 
and competence that exists in the rank 
and file of its followers. Otherwise the 
more competent members of the group 
will go at a tangent and try to find else
where a field of work where they could 
use their energy." (The Local Spiritual 
Assembly, pp. 18-19) 

1 
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In other words, the first quality of a 
leader in the Baha'i Faith is his servi
tude and devotion to others, his ability 
to help develop their talents and ca
pacities. This, then, is the mature 
quality of leadership, the one we are 
called upon to pioneer, for we can be 
sure that no one else outside of the Ba
ha'i Faith is going to arise and spon
taneously develop this kind of leader
ship. 

Notice also that this is a quality of 
leadership to which everyone can legiti
mately aspire, for everyone can learn 
to serve others if he truly desires and 
strives to do so. This path of leadership 
is open to all of us, whereas leadership 
outside the Faith is open only to those 
few who possess certain special qual
ities. Like every truly spiritual and ma
ture quality, the quality of spiritual 
leadership is within the reach of every
one. Indeed, perhaps this is one of the 
deep meanings of the Baha'i principle 
of the oneness of mankind, namely, 
that all those truly worthwhile and ma
ture human qualities-those that are 
worth our time and energy in their pur
suit-are the potential gift of every hu
man being on earth. 

Our task is not to understand this 
and keep it for ourselves, but rather to 
pioneer these mature qualities for the 
whole of mankind, to blaze a trail for 
others to follow. Look how the Hands 
of the Cause and the members of the 
Universal House of Justice exemplify 
this kind of leadership, and how dif
ferent it is from the quality of leader
ship in the non-Baha'i world where the 
leaders consider themselves superior to 
those they lead. 

Friends, I thought you would be in
terested in hearing the following state
ment from Baha'u'llah concerning this 
very concept: 

HAnd amongst the realms of unity is 
the unity of rank and station. It re
doundeth to the exaltation of the 
Cause, glorifying among all peoples. 
Ever since the seeking of preference 
and distinction came into play, the 
world hath been laid waste. It hath be
come desolate. Those who have quaff
ed from the ocean of divine utterance 
and fixed their gaze upon the Realm of 
Glory should regard themselves as be
ing on the same level as the others and 

In consultation' ... the Baha'i community gives the same value to 
every expression of opinion regardless of the social status or func
tion of the one who offers that opinion. But again, in the world at 
large, opinions are not judged on the basis of their intrinsic merit, 
but on the basis of the prestige of the one who expresses them . . 

in the same station. Were this matter to 
be definitely established and conclu
sive~v demonstrated through the power 
and might of God. the world would be
come as the Abhd Paradise. 

"Indeed, man is noble, inasmuch as 
each one is a repository of the sign of 
God. Nevertheless, to regard oneself as 
superior in knowledge, learning or vir
tue, or to exalt oneself or seek prefer-. 
ence, is a grievous transgression. Great 
is the blessedness of those who are 
adorned with the ornament of this 
unity and have been graciously con
firmed by God . . , (Quoted in Bahd'i 
Canada, June-July 1978. p. 3) 

I have taken the question of leader
ship as one example of the sharp con
trast between the immature pattern ex
isting in the world today and the ma
ture pattern we are called upon to pio
neer. But there are many, many other 
areas of administrative service and 
community life which exhibit this same 
contrast. 

In consultation, for example, the Ba
hli'i community gives the same value to 
every expression of opinion regardless 
of the social status or function of the 
one who offers that opinion. But 
again, in the world at large, opinions 
are judged not on the basis of their in-

trinsic merit, but on the basis of the 
prestige of the one who expresses the 
opinion in question. 

As we all know. the opinions of 
those W llO, for whatever reason, are 
considered to have high status in the 
societ~ are given much more weight 
than those of others even if the idea ex
pressed is not really very useful. This 
ha~ led one philosopher to comment 
humorously: "I'm scared; I don't 
know if the world is made up of smart 
men who are bluffing, or imbeciles 
who really mean it!" 

CONCLUSION 

Friends, in his letters to Canada, 
Shoghi Effendi speaks of "administra
tive heroism" ill the Cause. This gives 
us some idea of how great is the degree 
of personal sacrifice and dedication we 
must have in order to succeed in our 
sacred task of pioneering this new form 
of administration and community life 
for the whole of mankind. But it also 
gives us an idea of the rich spiritual 
rewards that this activity can bring to 
us, botn individually and collectively. 
In this light, we can see the task of 
building integrated Jocal Baha'i com
munities not as a dry duty or an im
possible task, but rather as the creative 
spiritual adventure that it is. 
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Baha'i history 

Lyd_a Zamenhof: Teacher and heroine 

The following article about lhe life 
of Lydia Zamenhof is excerpted from 
The Baha'i World, Vol. X (}944-46), 

• 
The youngest of three children. 

Lydia Zamenhof was born in Warsaw, 
Poland, on January 29, 1904. Her par
ents were liberal-minded Jews, and 
they afforded their son and daughters 
good educations. Adam became the 
outstanding eye specialis! of that city; 
Sofie was a physician: and Lydia re
ceived her LLM. degree from the Uni· 
versity of Warsaw. 

It was inevitable that Lydia Zamen
hof should be an idealist. Her father, 
Dr. Ludwig L Zamenhof, was the emi
nent inventor of Esperanto; and her 
mother, Klara Zilbernik, was his self
effacing yet devoted and encouraging 
helpmeet. 

Love for all humanity pervaded the 
atmosphere of their home, and to
gether the parents reared their children 
in the spirit of world unity and brother
hood. It followed naturally that, when 
she received her LLM. degree in 1925, 
Lydia decided not to practice law, but 
to devote her time to the spread and 
teachiag of Esperanto. As an author
ized instructor of the International 
Cseh-Institute of Esperanto at The 
Hague, she traveled and taught in 
many countries in Europe. She became 
the most popular instructor of the In
stitute, next to Father Andrew Cseh, its 
founder. 

In 1913, when she was nine years 
old, Lydia had attended her first Uni
versal Esperanto Congress, held in 
Berne, Switzerland. In the "Christian 
Commonwealth" for September 3, 
1913, J.M. Warden published an inter
view with Dr. Zamenhof, who said: "I 
feel greatly interested in the Baha'i 
movement, as it is one of the great 
world-movements which, like our own, 
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With acceptance of the Baha'I 
Faith, troubles began for Lydia. 
Branded by some of her relatiws 
as a 'betrayer' of the Jewish re
ligion, she was reviled and per
secuted for her belief in the unity 
of God and the brotherhood of 
man. 

is insisting upon the brotherhood of 
mankind, and is calling on men to un
derstand one another and learn to lo\e 
each other." On another occasion he 
said. "The personality of 'Abdu'l
Baha and His work I esteem most high
ly. I see in Him one of the greatest 
benefactors of the whole human race. " 
This was probably the first contact of 
Dr. Zamenhof with the Baha'i Faith. 

It was through the Hand of the 
Cause of God Martha Root that Lydia 
Zamenhof came into the fold of Baha
'u'llah. In April 1926, Miss Root was 
the official representative of the Ba
ha'is at the unveiling of a monument 
on the grave of Dr. Zamenhof in War
saw. It was there that Lydia said to her. 
"It seems to me that Esperanto is only 
a school in which future Baha'is edu
cate themselves. The Baha'i Movement 
is a forward step. it is larger." 

Several months later, the 18th Uni
versal Esperanto Congress was held in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. On August 2 a 
Baha'i Esperanto Convention was held 
as part of this Congress. Martha Root, 
again an official representative of the 
Baha'i Faith, spoke on "The Positi\e 
Power of Universal Religion." Lydia 
Zamenhof was in the audience. In the 
city of Edinburgh, where, in the mem
orable year 1913, 'Abdu'I-Baha deli\
ered His classic address before the Es
perantists, Lydia Zamenhof attended 

her first Baha'j meeting as a beliewr. 
Afire with the \1essaQe. she set her

~elf to the diffi.:ult task -of learning the 
English language so that she might par
take in a fuller measure of the sacred 
Writings translated by the beloved 
Guardian. From that time forward her 
life was de\'oted to a two-fold pur
pose-spreading the Message of Baha
'u'llah, and teaching Esperanto. 

\\'ith acceptance of the Baha'i Faith, 
troubles began for L \dia, Branded bv 
some of her relatives' as a "betraver'" 
of the Jewish religion. she was re~'iled 
and persecuted for her belief in the uni
ty of God and the brotherhood of man. 
So deep-rooted was her love for God 
however, that she remained steadfas~ 
and firm against all opposition and her 
fervor and ardor in the Path of Baha
'u'llah increased with the passing of 
time. 

God had bountifully endowed L vdia 
with many talents.' Her mag~etic 
charm was unequaled. She was a born 
instructor and speaker, and her ability 
as a translator and writer was unex
celled. Early in her career she rendered 
into Esperanto the famous work of 
Sienkewicz, "Quo Vadis?", "Iridi
ono" by the classic Polish author, Kra
sinski. and se\'eral novels by B. Prus. 
When she embraced the religion of 
Baha'u'llah, she dedicated her talents 
entirely to the Baha'i Cause. Many of 
her inspiring articles were published in 
Esperanto and English periodicals with 
world-wide circulation. Included 
among her translations are: 

Bahd 'u 'lldh and the Sew Era; Paris 
Talks, by 'Abdu'l-Baha: IVor/d Reli
gion, by Shoghi Effendi: Baha'i' Pray
ers; Some A nswered Questions; the 
Kildb-i-lqdn; [/nfoldmenl of World 
Civilization; excerpts from the Will 
and Testamenr of 'Abdu'I-Baha; and 
the letter to the Central Organization 



on Durable Peace, by 'Abdu'!-Baha. 
She also translated into the Polish 

language Bahd'u'lldh and (he .\'ew Era 
and The Hidden rfTords. 

In 1937, at the request of Shoghi Ef
fendi, the !'iational Spirit ual Assembly 
of the United States and Canada in
vited Lydia Zamenhof to \isit North 
America. She arrived on September 29. 
and on October 2 she began her first 
Esperanto class in America. With the 
cooperation of the Esperanto Associa· 
tion of North America, she conducted 
Cseh-method courses in "'ew York 
City, Philadelphia. Det roi!. Cle\'eland 
and Lima, Ohio. and at the Green Acre 
Baha'i School in Eliot, \1aine. 

She also spoke over the radio, and 
before gatherings in colleges, churches, 
and other cultural and social groups. 
In all. she came in personal touch with 
about 1,500 people during her brief 
stay in the LS. Thus were made many 
more contacts for the Faith of Baha
'u'llah. One of the outstanding results 
of her visit was the undertaking of the 
Esperanto translation of The Dawn
Breakers by an American Baha'i. Her 
encourage~ent and invaluable assis
tance in this task was a contributing 
factor to its successful completion. 

To live constantly before the public 
was a sacrifice for' Lydia Zamenhof. 
for she was of a retiring nature, and 
liked to be alone. Her face in repose 
bore the expression of sadness which 
has become a characteristic of the 
Jewish countenance through centuries 
of persecution. But when the Name of 
Baha'u'llah was mentioned. or of the 
language of her father's invention-. as if 
through a miracle her whole personal
ity ch-anged. The tiny gnat became a 
mighty falcon. and she forgot her own 
self as with shining eyes and vibrant 
voice she launched into discussion or 
recounted her experiences in her field 
of service. Especially did her face be
come illumined as she told of her pil
grimage to the Holy Land, her precious 
moments with the Greatest" Holy Leaf. 
her talks with the beloved Guardian, 
her communion with God in the Sacred 
Shrines. 

On November 28, 1938, Lydia Za
menhof returned to her native land. 
The outbreak of war was imminent. 
and her loving heart yearned to be with 

her brother and sister in time of hard
ship. Upon her return to Warsaw she 
finished the Polish translation ofBahd
'u '/loh and (he iv'ea' Era. In one of her 
first letters written after her return 
10 her home, she described how her 
brother, Dr. Adam Zamenhof. had let 
her "confiscate" his typewriter so that 
she might complete the manuscript. be
cause her own machine did not have 
Polish characters. To such painstaking 
work did she devote her entire self. 

LYDIA ZAMENHOF 

In her last letter to America, dated 
August 18, 1939, Lydia wrote. "Now 
there are five Baha'is in Poland, in
cluding myself. Considering the small
ness of our numbers, each new soul is 
all the more important and is accepted 
with such great joy." She went on to 
tell of her plans to attend the National 
Esperanto Congress in Lwow early in 
September. and then to go to The 
Netherlands for several weeks. 

Neither the Congress nor the trir 
ever took place, for Poland was in
\'aded two days after t he letter was re
ceived. At first Lydia and her family, 
together with all of the other Jews in 
Warsaw, were herded into the Ghetto. 
In 1942. the Zamenhof family was 
taken to a concentration camp. Pre-

vious to this, all of the professional 
Jewish men of Warsaw were shot to 
death. Included among them was her 
brother, Dr. Adam Zamenhof. In Au
gust 1944. Dr. Sofia Zamenhof was 
shot to death. 

A few days later. exactly 18 years af
ter she attended her first Baha 'j meet
ing. Lydia Zamenhof. together with 
many other Jews. was cremated in the 
Jewish death-camp at Treblinka, near 
Warsaw. This sad news was relayed to 
the Guardian. who replied by cable
gram: 

"Heartily apprCl\'e nation-wide ob
senance for dauntless Lydia Zamen
hof. Her notable services, tenacity, 
modesty and unwavering devotion ful
ly merit high tribute from American 
believers. Do not advise, however, that 
you designate her a martyr." 

In a second message. dated April 20. 
1946. the Guardian, through his sec
retary, wrote: "She certainly deserves 
to be remembered by us all for her ser
vice~ to the Faith and her loyalty and 
devotion. Her death is a great loss, as 
she was so well able to serve and teach 
in different languages and different 
countries. It seems too terrible to con
template what her end must have 
been!" 

To the very end of her life Lydia Za
menhof remained a heroine, ever 
thoughtful of the welfare and safety of 
others. When it became evident that 
the lives of the inhabitants of the Ghet
to were doomed. the non-Jewish Es
perantists of Warsaw approached her 
with offers to hideller from the inva
ders. She declined. for she wished to 
remain with her family. Besides, she 
said, \'iolent death is the punishment 
for those who are caught hiding Jews. 
and she would not think of endanger
ing the lives of her beloved Esperantist 
friends. So it was that she met her 
death. 
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Baha'i history 

Lydia Zamenhof: A personal memoir 

Lydia Zamenhof came to Urbana, 
Illinois, in the fall of 1937 when I was a 
senior at the University of Illinois. I 
was serving as chairman of the Baha'i 
Youth Club of the University of Illi
nois, the first such club to be estab
lished in the United States. 

Imagine my excitement when I was 
invited by our Assembly to go to the Il
linois Central railroad station to re
ceive the famous and beloved Lydia 
Zamenhof. a well-known Baha'i teach
er and speaker and daughter of Dr. 
Ludwig Zamenhof of Warsaw, Po
land, the eminent founder of Espe
ranto. 

I said with some trepidation, "But 
how will I recognize Miss Zamenhof 
amidst all the passengers on the plat
form?" The answer was: "You will 
wear a green star, the emblem of the 
Esperanto movement, on your coat, 
and you will see ... Miss Zamenhof 
will know you." So I pinned the green 
star on the lapel of my jacket and 
drove happily and with keen anticipa
tion to the railroad station. 

As the train from Chicago pullt'd in, 
the passengers poured off, and I 
watched them for some time with con
siderable apprehension and concern. 
At last a small, shy, blonde-haired and 
bespectacled woman stood before me 
and softly introduced herself as Miss 
Ly~ia Zamenhof. She was warm, lov
ing, sweet and rather retiring and 
modest in her manner and disposition. 
She wore large glasses with strong 
lenses that gave her a rather scholarly 
and somewhat owlish look. 

While in Lrbana. \1iss Zamenhof 

This personal remembrance of Lydia 
Zamenhofwas wrillenfor Baha'i News 
by Mrs. Margaret Ruhe of Haifa, Is
rael. 
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She was a different person when 
she stood before us as a teacher. 
She was dynamic, and spoke in a 
vibrant, powerful "oice. I recall 
that at one point she lifted a 
chair high in the air as she taught 
us the word in Esperanto for 
'chair' ... 

presented several int roductory classes 
in Esperanto which I attended. She was 
a different person when she stood be
fore us as a teacher. She was dynamic. 
and spoke in a vibrant, powerful voice. 
I recall that at one point she lifted a 
chair high in the air as she taught us the 
word in Esperanto for "chair," which, 
sadly, I have long since forgotten. 

Miss Zamenhof, who had heard of 
the Faith from the Hand of the Cause 
of God Martha Root, gave several 
talks on the Faith at the Baha'i Center 
in Urbana, and illumined the minds 
and hearts with her knowledge, her sin
cerity, and her inspiration. She was to
tally -devoted to the Faith, as she was 
also to her work as translator of Baha'i 
books into Esperanto and Polish. 

She was a renowned teacher of Es
peranto, as her famous father had 
been. She traveled around the U.S. in 
behalf of the Baha'i Faith and the Es
peranto Society. It was a perfect com
bination of services to mankind: she 
worked to establish one universal faith, 
the Faith of Baha'u'lIah, and to bring 
into existence one world language to 
help foster the unity of all men. 

While Miss Zamenhof was visiting 
the U.S., Adolph Hitler had come to 
power in Germany, and already there 
was great uneasiness over the possible 
fate of Jews in Germany and elsewhere 

in Europe. Lydia came from a brilliant 
Jewish family from Warsaw, and she 
decided in November 1938 that she 
must return to Poland. I was told that 
the American Baha'is, sensing the 
grave danger of the situation, urged 
and begged her not to go back, and 
e\"en offered her asylum in the U.S. 
But Lydia, strong in mind and heart, 
replied that she must return to be near 
her family in Warsaw and to share 
their destiny. 

In August 1944, when we learned of 
her tragic death in Treblinka, the Jew
ish death-camp near Warsaw, we were 
shattered and inconsolable, and wept 
for our beloved sister, Lydia. She was 
40 years old. Her gifts and talents were 
so great ... What a waste! to have her 
taken from us at such an early age. 

"The honor with which the Hand of 
\lercy will invest the soul is such as no 
tongue can adequately reveal ... The 
light which these souls radiate is re
sponsible for the progress of the world 
and the advancement of its peoples. 

"They are like unto the leaven which 
leaveneth the world of being, and con
stitute the animating force through 
which the arts and wonders of the 
world are made manifest." (Gleanings 
from the Writings of Bahd'u'lldh, pp. 
156-57) 

Margaret Ruhe 

P.S.-In Haifa, Israel, where Dr. 
Ruhe and I have lived for 13 years, we 
live in a house on Zamenhof Street . .. 
this street is named after Dr. Ludwig 
Zamenhof, the father of our beloved 
Lydia. Can you imagine our intense 
joy and satisfaction over this? It is a 
lovely street, lined with pine trees that 
give soft shade all the year. I wish 
Lydia could visit us here. She would be 
79 years old now. 



The world 

Japanese welcome Australian Baha'is 

A delegation of Baha'is that in
cluded the Hand of the Cause. of God 
H. Collis Featherstone was received 
last December by the mayor of Ibu
suki, Japan, during a visit by Mr. 
Featherstone and his wife, Madge, to 
that southern Japanese city. 

The visitors were accompanied by 
Counsellor Ruhu'llah Mumtazi and 
one of the Japanese Baha'is, Motoka 
Power, who served as interpreter. 

Counsellor Mumtazi presented the 
mayor with a copy in Japanese of 
Baha'u'llah's Tablets to the kings and 
rulers of the world, while Mr. Feather
stone presented him with a letter from 
the mayor of Rockhampton, Australia, 
Ibusuki's sister-city. 

During the cordial interview, the Ba
ha'is also gave the mayor photos of the 
Japanese garden that has been created 
in Rockhampton under the auspices of 
the Ibusuki city council. 

Afterward, the mayor arranged for 
the visitors to be taken to the site of the 
Australian garden being established in 
Ibusuki. 

Prior to Mr. Featherstone's depar
ture from Rockhampton (his home
town), the Baha'i community there had 
given him a letter addressed to the Ba
ha'is of Ibusuki, seeking to fortify the 
spiritual axis between Baha'is in the 
two countries referred to by the Guar
dian. 

Mr. Featherstone learned that there 
are no Baha'is in Ibusuki, but the 
Regional Teaching Committee for that 
area of Japan was eager to keep the let
ter, which was addressed to the not
yet-formed Spiritual Assembly of Ibu
suki. 

On his return to Rockhampton, Mr. 
Featherstone presented its mayor with 
a letter from the mayor of Ibusuki. An 
article about the presentation was 
published in Rockhampton's local 
newspaper. 

Bahd 'fs from A ustralia and Japan and 
representatives of the city governments 
of Ibusuki, Japan, and irs sisrer-ciry, 
Rockhampron, Australia, visir rhe sire 
of an Australian garden being creaTed 
in Ibusuki. They are (left to right) 
MOlOka Power, a Japanese Bahd'{who 
acted as interpreter; Madge Feather
stone, wife of the Hand of the Cause of 

Trinidad/Tobago 
In response to the request of the 

Cniversal House of Justice to "pro
mote wise and dignified approaches to 
people prominent in all areas of human 
endeavour .... " the National Spiri
tual Assembly of Trinidad and Tobago 
invited all of that country's senators 
and members of parliament to a special 
dinner party March 19 that was held in 
the home of a local Baha'i family. 

Baha'is from all parts of Trinidad 
and Tobago were present at the dinner. 
which was also attended by Senator 
and Mrs. Lincoln Myers, Senator and 
\1rs. Samaroo of the University of the 
West Indies, and Dr. S. Basdeo. also of 

God H. Collis Featherstone; Counsel
lor Ruhu'lldh Mumtazi; the driver for 
The Ibusuki city council; Hiromi Kita
mura of The Ibusuki landscaping de
partment; and R. Pershouse, a member 
of the RockhampTOn ciry council. Mr. 
Featherstone, who also visited the site, 
is not shown. 

the University of the West Indies. 
Mrs. Myers, who had recently at

tended a Baha'j fireside, was presented 
a copy of Bahd'u '/Idh and the l"·e ..... 
Era. All of the guests were shown a 
video tape of the U.S. congressional 
hearing on the persecution of Baha'is 
in Iran. 

I! was noted during the presentation 
that one of the congressmen present 
during that hearing, Melvin Dymally 
of California. is originally from Trini
dad. 

Senator Myers indicated that he 
would inform his colleagues in the 
Senate of the plight of Baha'is in Iran. 
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Costa Rica/Honduras 
Warmly welcome occasion simul

taneous conferences Costa Rica and 
Honduras to greet vibrant Baha'i 
youth Central America. Your enthus
iastic exertions in service Cause Baha
'u'llah as shown by substantial increase 
your numbers ~ring gladness to our 
hearts and inspire exhilarating thought 
that bright prospects success lie im
mediately before you. 

You meet at highly critical moment 
history when turmoil associated with 
this era of transition intensifies. \\'ithin 
Cause itself can be seen on one hand 
unprecedented campaign persecution 
long-suffering Iranian brethren and on 
other hand resounding triumphs Seven 
Year Plan induced by their sacrifices 
and symbolized by occupancy perma
nent Seat Universal House of Justice. 
Mankind rapidly approaches reckon
ing with Baha'u'llah's injunction that 
it be united. From far and near an
guished multitudes cry for peace but 
being largely ignorant His life-redeem
ing Message they feel no hope. Situa
tion thus presents Baha'i youth with 
great opportunities inescapable chal
lenge to rescue their peers from slough 
despondency pointing them towards 
hope-restoring banner Most Great 
Name. How fitting then that you 
should consider at these conferences 
best means equip yourselves spiritually 
to fulfill teaching mission particularly 
suited to your capacities for service, 
your abounding zeal and energy. 

Ardently supplicating at Holy 
Threshold on your behalf that in ad
dition ~o praying, absorbing holy prin
ciples and teaching Faith, you will be 
so imbued by beloved Master's exam
ple service to humanity as to be able 
through your individual and collective 
deeds to demonstrate civilizing power 
our sacred Cause and convey its vision 
its spiritual and socially constructive 
benefits to your compatriots of all 
ages. 

Universal House of Justice 
March 17, 1983 
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Falkland Islands 

BRIAN JOHN PA UL 

Two members of the Baha'i com
munity of the Falkland Islands were 
honored recently for their achieve
ments. 

British-born Brian Paul received a 
commendation from Falklands Civil 
Commissioner Sir Rex Hunt for his 
"outstanding services in support of the 
community" during the recent war in 
the Falkland Islands. 

The text of the commendation states 
that Mr. Paul chose to stay in the 
capital city of Stanley during the Ar
gentine occupation and help the res
idents by volunteering as an unpaid 
ambulance driver and general assistant 
in the hospital. 

Another Baha'i, John (Duffy) Sher
idan, an artist and pioneer from the 

Nigeria 
A paper entitled "Women and 

World Peace: A Baha'i View on the 
Role of Women" was presented April 
21 at the second annual Women in 
Nigeria conference at Ahmadu Bello 
University in Zaria, Nigeria. 

The paper was read by DruzeJ\a 
Cederquist, one of the several Baha'is 
attending the conference, during a sec-

JOHN (DUFFY) SHERIDAN 

United States, was one of those who 
created paintings for a special series of 
postage stamps issued earlier this year 
to commemorate the 150th anniversary 
of British colonial rule in the Falk
lands. 

When British Prime Minister Mar
garet Thatcher visited the Falklands 
and was presented with a set of First
Day Covers of the new stamps, she 
asked to meet the artists. 

During an official reception for the 
prime minister, Mrs. Thatcher ex
pressed her delight and admiration to 
Mr. Sheridan and his wife, Jeanne, and 
said that the First-Day Covers would 
be framed and hung at her official 
residence, No. 10 Downing St. in -Lon
don. 

tion dealing with women and religion. 
Other papers presented during that ses
sion focused on women in Islam and in 
Christianity. 

Copies of the papers w~re given to 
all conference participants who had 
come to Zaria from many areas of the 
country. 



Mexico 
Counsellor Carmen de Burafato, 

seven Auxiliary Board members, 20 as
sistants to the Auxiliary Board, and 15 
other invited guests attended the sec
ond annual training institute for as
sistants to the Auxiliary Board in Mex
ico, held March 19-21 in San Miguel de 
Allende. 

This year's agenda included an in
depth analysis of the divinely ordained 
institutions of the Faith and the impor
tance of an effective and loving col-

Portugal 

Shown are four members of the Bahd'l' 
Group of Ponta Delgada in the Azores 
who planned and carried out a Naw
Rtiz party March 21 that was attended 
by about 140 non-Baha'i guests and re
ceived publicity in newspapers, on 

One hundred-forty non-Baha'i 
guests attended a Naw-Ruz observance 
March 21 in Ponta Delgada, the 
Azores, that was planned and carried 
out by the four-member Baha'i Group 
in that city. 

Publicity included 150 printed invi
tations that were distributed by the Ba
ha'is, and a 12-minute radio interview 
with members of the Baha'i commu
nity which focused on the meaning of 
the Naw-Ruz observance and other as
pects of the Faith. 

Many non-Baha'is helped with prep
arations for the party, which was held 
at an office workers' union hall do-

laboration between the elective and ap
pointive arms of the Administrative 
Order. 

The seven Auxiliary Board members 
present each spoke on a specific topic 
such as the Covenant, individual teach
ing, the importance of pr~yer, and the 
dynamics of Baha '\ administration. 

At the close of the institute, Coun
sellor de Burafato called on the friends 
to accelerate the teaching work, giving 

radio and television. Members of the 
Group are (standing left to right) Paulo 
Perim from Brazil, Golara Mosafee 
from Iran, Karyne Hyde from Canada, 
and Wilson Brigdo from Brazil. 

nated to the Baha'is at no charge. 
The program included an explana

tion of Naw-Ruz, prayers for world 
unity, and two excerpts from The Hid
den Words of Bahd'u'/Idh. 

Afterward, refreshments were served 
and there was dancing. 

The observance "took place in an 
environment of brotherhood and joy," 
a newspaper reporter wrote in her ar
ticle about the Naw-Ruz party. 

"Unity in diversity is necessary," 
she added, "which explains the pres
ence at the party on Sunday of people 
of various creeds and thoughts ... " 

special attention to achieving the goal 
of establishing at least two Local 
Spiritual Assemblies in each of Mex
ico's 32 states. 

Responding quickly to the Counsel
lor's message, two Auxiliary Board 
members set out the following day to 
initiate a teaching campaign along with 
six other BaM'is under the coordi
nation of the area's Regional Teaching 
Committee. 

Pakistan 
In April, regional Youth Schools 

were held in Karachi, Quetta and 
Rawalpindi, Pakistan, sponsored by 
the National Youth and Education 
Committee and organized by the local 
Youth Committees. 

The three schools for Baha'i youth 
were well-attended, drawing young 
people from many cities and villages. 

.. .. .. 
Three Baha'i youth from Karachi, 

Pakistan, recently discussed the Faith 
with government officials and other 
prominent citizens during a 12-day 
teaching project in Dadu, Larkana, 
Shikarpur, Sukkur and Khairpur. 

The youth-Hooshang Nekakhter, 
Naveed Mali and Naeem Ghafuri
presented Baha'i literature to com
missioners, deputy commissioners, su
perintendents of police, school prin
cipals and professors, headmasters, 
teachers, and members of various 
other professions. 

...... 
Rustom Bidanjiri, secretary of the 

National Teaching Committee of Pak
istan, and Bulbul Ma'ani, a Baha'i 
from Kuwait, recently spent a month 
on a deepening and consolidation trip 
through the provinces of Punjab and 
Sind, visiting 13 cities. 

Deepening classes were held for the 
friends, especially the youth. The two 
visitors also consulted with members of 
regional teaching committees. .. .. .. 

Baha'is from all areas of Baluchistan 
Province attended the Spring School 
held February 18-20 in Sibi, Pakistan. 
Included were deepening classes on a 
variety of topics. 
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Uganda 

More than 200 people including Ba
ha'i and non-Baha'i parents and their 
children attended the annual Baha'I 
kindergarten parents' day held recently 
at the Baha'i National Center in Kam
pala, Uganda. 

The program\was designed to display 
the emerging capacities, talents and 
Baha'i understanding of the children 
and youth who conveyed the teachings 

Hawaii 

Aria Schreiber, a Baha'ifrom Maui in 
the Hawaiian Islands who is partially 
disabled by arthritis, was honored May 
13 at the second annual Independent 
Living Conference in Honolulu, spon
sored by the Hawaii Centers for Inde
pendent Living, an organization that 
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through songs, small plays, and the 
recitation of prayers and passages from 
the Writings. 

Auxiliary Board member Catherine 
Kabali, who is also a teacher in the 
kindergarten, gave a brief talk about 
progressive revelation. 

There were many expressions of ad
miration and encouragement for the 

helps the disabled. In presenting Mrs. 
Schreiber with a certificate of apprecia
tion and a lei, the organization's ex
ecutive director cited her many Bahd 'z' 
activities. Mrs. Schreiber was one of 
two volunteers from Maui honored ar 
the conference. 

kindergarten, which was conceived and 
initiated through the efforts of Claire 
Gung, a pioneer to Africa since 1951 
who was referred to by the beloved 
Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, as "the 
mother of Africa." 

Miss Gung, who is now 78 years old, 
has operated her own large interracial 
kindergarten in Kampala since 1957. 

Puerto Rico 
More than 30 Baha'Is and their 

guests attended a Baha'i Winter School 
last December 28-January 2 in Cayey, 
Puerto Rico. 

Participants heard presentations by 
Counsellors Athos Costas and Donald 
Witzel on the work of the Ruhi Insti
tute in Colombia, activities of indi
genous Baha'is in the Americas, and 
teaching teams. 

The school also included workshop 
sessions on the life of MUQammad, 
prayer, and Baha'i laws. 

Malaysia 
More than 200 Baha'is gathered Feb

ruary 12-14 in Port Dickson, Malaysia, 
for a Tamil Summer School. Carloads 
of Baha'is came from as far as Sungei 
Petani, more than 200 miles to the 
north. 

Included among the speakers were 
Auxiliary Board members V.S. MaIi
iam, S. Satanam, Ramanaido, and Dr. 
M.M. Sreenivasan. Social activities 
and fellowship filled the evenings. 

Plans were made to hold a similar 
Baha'i school during September in the 
northern region of Malaysia. 

Chad 
More than 400 people attended a re

cent showing of the film "The Pil
grimage" that was sponsored by the 
Spiritual Assembly of Moissala, Chad. 

The film was preceded by a 30-min
ute talk on the Faith by a member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Chad. 

The next day, many people came to 
the Baha'i library asking that the film 
be shown again because there had not 
been enough seats to accommodate all 
who wished to attend the first showing. 



Suriname 

One hundred-thirty adults and youth 
from Suriname, French Guiana and 
Guyana attended the first Baha'i Inter
national Youth Camp April 1-4 in 
Nickerie, Suriname. The camp was or
ganized by the Baha'\ Youth Com
mittee of Suriname. 

The camp was official\y opened by a 
governmental district representative 
who mentioned the Baha'i belief that 
all races can work together and love 
one another, and who said he is proud 
to witness the dream of the Baha'is 
coming true in his country. 

Peter McLaren, a member of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors in 
the Americas, presented a deepening 
class. 

Papua New Guinea 

Andre Brugiroux (far right), a Baha'{ 
who has spent 18 years traveling 
through 135 countries, speaks about 
the Faith and his experiences to about 
180 students at Kokopo High School 
near Rabaul, Papua New Guinea, last 
February 4. Mr. Brugiroux was inter-

India 
The editorial committee of Varqa 

children's magazine was awarded first 
prize for the best display in its category 
during a recent Children's Book Festi
val in New Delhi that was sponsored by 
the National Book Trust of India, a 
non-Baha'i association. 

The award was especially commen
dable because all wel\-known publish
ers of children's literature in India and 
from other countries participated. 

A plaque was presented to a repre
sentative of the Varqa committee at a 
ceremony last November 23 at Teen 
Murti House in New Delhi. 

Other classes dealt with the Greatest 
Holy Leaf, the Baha'i Faith and the 
United Nations, obedience, and the 
role of youth in today's world. 

Workshops were conducted on 
"Living the Baha'i Life," "Local 
Spiritual Assemblies," "Prayer and 
Meditation," and "Teaching." 

Following the close of the camp, a 
week-long teaching campaign was 
begun. It was sponsored by the Na
tional Teaching Committee of Suri
name and organized by Auxiliary 
Board member M. Van Lith. 

The teaching campaign resulted in a 
long list of interested youth and 14 new 
Baha'is. 

viewed on the national radio station 
that covers nearly al/ of Papua New 
Guinea, and also spoke at a meeting at
tended by members of the Bahd'{ com
munity of Rabaul. An article about his 
visit appeared in the January 28 edition 
of Rabaul's Post-Courier. 

The book festival was held to com
memorate the birthday of India's first 
prime minister, Lal Nehru, who was 
well known for his love of children. 

Four hundred residents of the 
southern states of India including Kar
nataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra 
Pradesh and Goa attended a regional 
Baha'i Teaching Conference held last 
December 24-26 in Bangalore. 

Speakers included Counsel\ors Dip
chand Khianra, S. Nagaratnam and 
Zena Sorabjee. Participation of Indian 
women at the conference was notable. 

Shown (left to right) are members of 
the Baha'i Youth Committee of Suri
name: S. Lagas, B. Henke, M. Van 
Lith, R. Veira and C. Lagos. Not pres
ent when the photo was taken was C. 
Vasi/da. 

United States 
The BaM'i community of Asheville, 

North Carolina. is responsible for a 
weekly hour-long program about the 
Faith that has been on the air since 
January 1983. 

Many members of the Asheville and 
Buncombe County Baha'i communi
ties have been interviewed on various 
aspects of the Faith during the first 
half of the program, which is called 
"Renewal of Civilization." 

The second part of the program is 
devoted to presentations of Fireside 
Playhouse, a half-hour Baha'i radio 
drama series produced in Hollywood, 
California, for the U.S. National 
Spiritual Assembly. The series has been 
heard on more than 100 radio stations 
in the U.S. 

The Asheville station over which the 
weekly BaM '\ program is broadcast is 
managed by a member of the Baha'i 
community of Asheville who sees the 
program as a first step in proclaiming 
the Faith. 

The station has an especially loyal 
following among black residents in 
that western North Carolina area. 

The Asheville Baha'is have now been 
invited to produce a regular children's 
radio program. 
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PRESSURES MOUN11~G AGAINST BAHA'is IRAN, PARTICULARLY IN TEHERAN WHERE 
MEMBERS OF BAHA'I INSTITUTIONS ARE BEING HUNTED, THEIR HOMES RAIDED. IF 
NOT FOUND, THEIR FAMILIES ARE BEING HARASSED. 
TWENTY·TWO BELIEVERS INCLUDING 11 WOMEN WERE ARRESTED BETWEEN 11 AND 
20 JULY, AS FOLLOWS: 
TEHERAN: HADI SHAFI'I, BAHIYYIH KAYHANIRAD, SHAHNAZ MUSSAMAPARAST, TUH. 
FIH ZANJANI, TAHIRIH PAKAZMA, MAJDHUBP MU'MIN, MIHRANGIZ RAMZI (lMAMI), 
MULUK KHADIM, IRAJ QANUNI, AZIZU'LLAH DIHQAN, MAWLAVI, KASHANI, 
AZIZU'LLAH BADI'I. 
YAZD: MIHRABAN LUHRASB, SIMIN LUHRASB, ATA'U'LLAH LUR, SHAHRIYAR PUR. 
KHURSAND, MUNIR MIHRIGANI, SIMIN AKHTARKHAVARI. 
SHIRAZ: FARZANIH BAHRAMSHAHI. MASH HAD: MUNIRIH VAHDAT, NUSRATU'LLAH 
VAHDAT. 
THE ABOVE FRIENDS IN YAZD WERE ALSO EXILED TO KHASH, BALUCHISTAN ON 16 
JULY, ALONG WITH THREE PREVIOUSLY IMPRISONED IN THAT CITY WHOSE NAMES 
ARE: TAHIRIH VAHDATI, AZIZU'LLAH VAHDATI, IRAJ LUHRASB. 
URGE YOU APPEAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, ORGANIZATIONS USE THEIR OFFICES 
ASSIST FREE INNOCENT VICTIMS ENEMIES FAITH IRAN. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
JULY 26, 1983 

PERSECUTIONS IRANIAN FRIENDS REMAIN UNABATED. WAVES ARRESTS PROMI· 
NENT BAHA'is RECENTLY INTENSIFIED. REGRET INFORM FOLLOWING DETAINED ON 
28 JULY: 
TEHERAN: MAHBUBIH NADIRI, SUHRAB DUSTDAR. KARAJ: GHULAM HUSAYN FAR· 
HAND, IHSANU'LLAH KATIRI, NA'IM BADI'I, FIRUZ ATHARI, YUNIS NAW·RUZI, IN· 
AYATU'LLAH HAQIQI, TAHIRIH MUTLAQ, JAMSHID PURUSTADKAR, INAYATU'LLAH 
IZADI, PARI VUJDANI, ABAZAR SADRI, BAHRAM ISHANI, NURU'LLAH YIKAN, NASIR AR· 
DALAN, MAHBUBIH MUVAFFAQ. 
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Virgin Islands 

Virgin Islands approves resolution 

On June 8, the Fifteenth Legislature 
of the U.S. Virgin Islands approved 
unanimously a resolution condemning 
the persecution of the Baha'i com
munity in Iran. 

The resolution, which was co-spon
sored by all 15 members of the Legis
lature, was introduced by Senator 
Brent Lawaetz of St. Croix. 

In his introductory remarks, Mr. 
Lawaetz gave his reasons for drafting 
the resolution and for asking his fellow 
lawmakers to co-sponsor it. 

He acknowledged that the corres
pondence he had received from the Ba
ha'i community in the Virgin Islands 

concerning the mistreatment of Baha'is 
in Iran had elicited his sympathy, and 
added: 

"I got further correspondence, and 1 
got, among other literature, the book 
that they (the Baha'is) circulated to all 
of us, called A Cry from the Heart. 
And I took the time to read the book, 
and to look into the matter further, 
and found out, in fact, that the per
secution of the Baha'is in Iran is hap
pening, and what is happening is 
dreadful ... 

"And I thought that it is approp
riate, and in fact we should take some 
time out to express our sorrow, our 

RESOLUTION NO. 1110 
BILL NO. 15-0338 

FlFfEENTH LEGISLATURE OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

Regular Session 
1983 

To condemn the persecution of the Baha'i community in Iran 

• 
WHEREAS it is the cultural and democratic heritage of the people of the 

Virgin Islands to respect the human and civil rights of all people; and 
WHEREAS a multitude of atrocities have been committed against the 

Baha'i community in Iran including the deprivation of their civil rights and 
bDerties and the summary arrests and execution of members of that com
munity; and 

WHEREAS the denial of religious freedom and the persecution of any 
group of human beings anywhere on the face of the earth is a threat to the 
freedom of people everywhere and repugnant to the cherished culture of the 
people of the Virgin Islands; Now Therefore, 
BE IT RESOL YED by the Legislature of the Virgin Islands: 

SECTION 1. The Legislature of the Virgin Islands condemns the persecu
tion of the Baha'i community in Iran and expresses the hope that the dis
crimination and executions within the Baha'i community cease immediate
ly. 

SECTION 2. The Legislature of the Virgin Islands expresses its support 
for all efforts to assure that full political, cultural and religious rights will be 
restored to all people on the face of the earth, including the Baha'i com
munity in Iran. 

Thus passed by the Legislature of the Virgin Islands on June 8, 1983. 

Senator Brent Lawa6tz of St. Croix in
troduces during the 15th Legislature of 
the U.S. Virgin Islands a resolution to 
condemn the persecution of the Baha'( 
community in Iran. The resolution was 
passed on June 8, 1983. 

sympathy, to share with those mem
bers (of the Baha'i Faith) of the Virgin 
Islands who are suffering for their fel
low Baha'is, to be with them in their 
hour of sorrow. " 

Senator Lawaetz said the act of pass
ing the resolution would represent a re
affirmation of values cherished by the 
people of the Virgin Islands who feel 
fortunate to live in the kind of com
munity where people of all religions, 
races and backgrounds can live to
gether in peace and harmony. 
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United States 

Baha'i addresses human rights caucus 

Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, secretary of 
the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly, 
appeared June 28 before a congres
sional human rights caucus in Wash
ington, D.C., to report on recent devel
opments in Iran regarding the persecu
tion of Baha'is. 

Some 150 congressmen are members 
of the caucus, which was formed fol
lowing the 1982 hearings on religious 
persecution around the world. 

The case of the Baha'is in Iran 
figured prominently in those hearings 
before the House Subcommittee on 
Human Rights and International Orga
nizations. 

Afterward, concerned congressmen 
formed the bipartisan human rights 
caucus to keep alive the issue of 
religious persecutions and other viola
tions of human rights. 

The caucus holds periodic meetings 
to discuss and hear evidence of par
ticular cases of human rights violations 
anywhere in the world. 

Dr. Kazemzadeh was asked to bring 
caucus members up to date on develop
ments in Iran since members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly presented 
testimony before the House subcom
mittee in May 1982. 

The following is a summary of Dr. 
Kazemzadeh's comments: 

"The present Islamic regime in Iran 
has unleashed a new wave of anti-Ba
ha'i terror. In the last three years more 
than 150 Baha'is, virtually all of them 
belonging to the leadership, have been 
executed on various trumped-up 
charges. 

"In reality the hatred is based on the 
fact that the Baha'i Faith, a separate 
and independent religion, is seen as a 
challenge to the Shiite belief that Islam 
is the final religion and that Mul)am
mad was the last Prophet ever to ap
pear on earth. 
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"The hatred is further fed by Baha'i 
belief in the unity of mankind, the 
equality of races, the equality of sexes, 
universal peace, universal education. 
and the harmony of religion and sci
ence. 

"The clericaf regime has declared 
through the chief judge of the Islami~ 
court of Shiniz that there is no place in 
Iran for Baha'is. 

"Since the U.S. Congress passed its 
concurrent resolution (September 30. 
1982) the situation has not improved.' 

"There have been 27 executions, the 
latest having occurred on June 16 and 
18 in Shiniz where six men and 10 
women were hanged in spite of the ap
peal of President Reagan to spare the::
lives. 

"Of the 10 women, three were teer:-

age girls. Thousands of Baha'is have 
been depriwd of pensions, tens of 
thousands haye lost their jobs, other 
thousands ha \e left the country, be
coming homeless refugees. Thousands 
of children haye been denied an educa
tion. 

"The Baha'is will continue to be 
harassed, maltreated, and killed in a 
country where the jail and the hang
man's noose have become common in
struments of persuasion. 

"However. the suffering can be miti
gated and li\es can be saved if the pub
lic opinion o\er much of the world ex
presses its indignation and demands 
the cessation of terror against the inno
cent. 

"American Baha'is hope that the 
U.S. government would take the lead 
in urging the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations to implement the res
olution of March 7, 1983, of the UN 
Commission on Human Rights and in
tercede with the Islamic regime in be
half of the Baha'is. 

"We hope that the U.S. will urge 
other nations to join in a campaign to 
prevent further executions and to stop 
religious persecution. 

"We also hope that a way can be 
found to admit into this country a 
number of refugees who do not qualify 
under the categories presently open to 
Iranians. 

"The attacks on the Baha'is in Iran 
will continue. ~uch perseverance and 
patience will be needed to carryon a 
humanitarian campaign halfway across 
the world." 

The primary significance of the cau
cus, Dr. Kazemzadeh said later, "lies 
in its capacity to focus the attention of 
the American public on the issue of 
human rights." 



Alaska 

600 attend Baha'i Youth Conference 

Approximately 600 young people 
from Alaska, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, 
Ecuador, Peru and the United States 
attended a Baha'i International Youth 
Conference held June 24-26 at West 
High School in Anchorage, Alaska. 

Speakers at the three-day gathering 
included Counsellors Lauretta King 
and Fred Schechter; Jackie Eghrari, a 
member of the U.S. National Youth 
Committee; Auxiliary Board member 
Stephen Birkland; and Baha'i musician 
John Ford Coley who also spoke at a 
public meeting that was attended by 
about 400 people. 

During the conference a panel com
posed of youth from several countries 
including some who work at the World 
Centre in Haifa discussed youth ac
tivities around the world. 

Entertainment included dancing by 
Eskimo Baha'is and music by Cesar works at Radio Baha'i in Peru. Mr. 
Cortes Peralta, a Baha'i youth who Peralta performed native music on an 

authentic Peruvian Indian instrument. 

Above: Rita Blumenstein (right), an 
Eskimo Baha'I: performs the 'Eskimo 
Ice Cream Dance' for children at the 
BahQ'i International Youth Confer
ence in Anchorage, Alaska. She also 
performed the dance for adults at the 
conference. 

Left: Behrad Majidi, a 19-year-old Ba
ha'ifrom Washington State, addresses 
the Alaska International Youth Con
ference on 'The Future of the World.' 
Far left: John Ford Coley, a Baha'i 
from California who is a well-known 
and popular entertainer, speaks on 
'Humor in Teaching.' 
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United Kingdom 

House of Lords debates Iran question 

The question of the execution of Ba
ha'is in Iran was discussed for 45 
minutes June 28 during parliamentary 
debates in Britain's House of Lords. 

Following is a transcript of that dis
cussion taken from the Hansard 
(House of Lords official report): 

2:55 p.m. 
Lord McNair: My Lords, I beg leave 

to ask the Question standing in my 
name on the Order Paper. 

The question was as follows: 
To ask Her Majesty's Government 

whether they will protest in the strong
est possible terms and in every avail
able forum against the execution of 
twelve more Baha'is in Shfraz, Iran, 
this month. 

Baroness Young: My Lords, the 
Government view with abhorrence re
cent reports that 16 Baha'is from 
Shiniz have been executed in Iran. The 
United Kingdom has on many occas
ions made clear to the Iranian Govern
ment its deep concern at continuing 
reports of persecution of the Baha'is 
for their religious beliefs. We are in 
touch with our partners in the Ten to 
determine how best to register our 
strong views with the Iranian authori
ties and what course of action might 
best help the considerable Baha'i com
munity in Iran. 

Lord McNair: My Lords, I thank the 
noble Baroness for that clear and 
forthright Answer, which is only what 
one would expect of her and from any 
British Government. May I ask the no
ble Baroness, further, whether she re
calls the very striking speech made in 
this House by the late Bishop of Guild
ford shortly before his untimely and 
much lamented death-a speech in 
which he showed that it is only by a 
very dubious, debatable interpretation 
of the holy Koran that the Iranian 
theocracy attempts to justify its be-
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' ... the Government view with 
abhorrence recent reports that 
16 Baha'is from Shiraz haH 
been executed in Iran. The 
United Kingdom has ... made 
clear to the Iranian Government 
its deep concern at continuing 
reports of persecution . . .' 

havior? As the Koran is one of the texts 
which the Baha'is themselves regard as 
sacred, may I ask the noble Baronness 
whether she will consider getting in 
touch with some of the Islamic mem
bers of the Commonwealth to see 
whether they, too, could perhaps make 
representations in Tehran? 

Baroness Young: My Lords, I can
not in honesty say that I recall the par
ticular speech to which the noble Lord 
has drawn attention. I take note of the 
suggestion which the noble Lord has 
made on this matter, but I believe that 
it would be unwise of me to say more 
than that at this juncture because we 
wish to proceed in the best possible 
way to further the ends of helping the 
Baha'is but at the same time we must 
be very careful not to make their posi
tion more difficult. 

Lord Cledwyn of Penrhos: M \ 
Lords, while joining the noble Baron'
ess in a total condemnation of these 
monstrous atrocities, may I ask her 
whether she does not recall the news
paper reports which stated that (the) 
United Nations had been invited by the 
Government of Iran to send an envoy 
to investigate violations of human 
rights in Iran? Can she confirm 
whether that was in fact the case, and 
what has developed from that invita
tion if it was issued? 

Baroness Young: My Lords, there 

have at times been suggestions that 
there should be an envoy sent to inves
tigate these matters; but the view of 
our Government is that the best way we 
can proceed is that which I set out in 
my Answer to the Question. We believe 
that way is in the best interests of the 
Baha'is in Iran. 

Lord Jenkins of Putney: My Lords, 
is the noble Baroness aware that the 
Ayatollah's regime is not a Govern
ment but a barbaric organization de
serving of the utmost condemnation? 
Is she further aware that the last group 
of Baha'is to be shot in Iran were all 
young women-two of them teen
agers- who were not guilty of any of
fence other than a belief in their faith? 
In these circumstances, is it not time 
that the Government considered 
whether it is proper for us to continue 
to have relations with such a regime? 

Baroness Young: My Lords, we do 
of course utterly condemn what has 
happened to the Baha'is, and other ex
ecutions, in Iran. At the present time 
we are represented in Iran by a Head of 
Mission, who looks after our inter
ests-and, of course, there is the op
portunity for him, too, on appropriate 
occasions, to make protests about what 
is going on. 

Lord Monson: My Lords, would the 
noble Baroness say whether in her 
opinion the systematic extermination 
of men and women -for refusing to re
nounce their religion constitutes in in
ternational law the crime of genocide? 

Baroness Young: My Lords, without 
notice I could not say whether that is 
the case; but, of course, all the civilized 
world condemns what has been hap
pening by these executions. 

Lord Elwyn-Jones: My Lords, IS It 
not an unhappy fact that there is no 
tribunal before which these men can be 
indicted? 



Baroness Young: Yes, my L<'rds; but 
your Lordships may know that on 1st 
March my noble friend Lord Colville 
of Culross, our delegate at the Com
mission· of Human Rights, made a 
statement in which he expressed his 
Government's deep concern at reports 
of the continuing persecution of Ba
ha'is, and on 3rd March our delegation 
co-sponsored a draft resolution at the 
commission which urged the Iranian 
Government to respect the human 
rights of all individuals under its juris
diction. 

Baroness Gaitskell: My Lords, is the 
noble Baroness aware that over 50 
years ago this was a crucial question 
and in some ways a very easy one, ex
cept that no one would do anything 
about it? Is it not time that we now 
took this matter really seriously and 
tried to do something about it? There 
would be many on this side who would 
help to do this, and I am one of them. 

Baroness Young: My Lords, I note 
what the noble Baroness, Lady Gaits
kell, has said. 1 he Government have 
considered very carefully all the op
tions open to them on this matter, and 
we believe that the best way to help the 
Baha'is is as I have set out in the 
Answer to the Question. 

Lord Kilbracken: My Lords, may I 
ask the noble Baroness whether she 
and the Government feel equal concern 
about the plight of the Kurdish people 
in the same country, in view of the fact 
that they are being subjected to even 
greater persecution and subjection, 
and particularly in view of the major 
military offensive against them which 
was launched on Friday? 

Baroness Young: My Lords, the no
ble Lord will appreciate that that is 
another question, but if he cares to put 
down a Question on that subject I will 
do my best to answer it. 

Lord Whaddon: My Lords, is the 
noble Baroness aware that the Com
mission of Human Rights urged the 
Secretary-General of the ·United Na
tions to send an envoy to Iran on this 
matter? Did I hear the noble Baroness 
aright as saying that she was not totally 
in favor of sending such an envoy? Is 
she aware that the vast majority of 
those of us who are deeply concerned 
about this matter would welcome such 
a visit, and will the Government press 

' ... 1 have already indicated what has happened at the Commission 
of Human Rights. At the session"of the United Nations Commission 
of Human Rights in March 1982 the United Kingdom co-sponsored 
a draft resolution which urged the Iranians to respect the human 
rights of all individuals under their jurisdiction. ' 

the Secretary-General to send an en
voy? 

Baroness Young: My Lords, I have 
already indicated what has happened at 
the Commission of Human Rights. At 
the session of the United Nations Com
mission of Human Rights in March 
1982 the United Kingdom co-spon
sored a draft resolution which urged 
the Iranians to respect the human 

rights of all individuals under their 
jurisdiction. The resolution also called 
for the United Nations Secretary-Gen
eral to continue his efforts to ensure 
that the Baha'is were allowed to enjoy 
their full human rights and funda
mental freedoms, and at the same time 
to prepare a draft report on the human 
rights situation in Iran. 

From the Universal House of Justice 

To the Bahtns of St. Lucia 
Dearly loved Friends, 

On this inaugural day of the National SpiritUal Assembly of St. Lucia, its 
seat in the capital city of Castries, your vigorous community has emerged 
into independence with the raising of another of those pillars of the Univer
sal House of Justice which lie along the Caribbean island arc. You have 
been successful in firmly implanting the Faith of God in the soil of St. 
Lucia, have made it acceptable and well-known among your receptive 
peoples of coast and mountain. During the remaining year of the second 
phase of the Seven Year Plan your community will gain a sharper focus and 
create a new purpose in your hearts, accelerating the expansion of the 
Cause, intensifying cooperation with your neiahborina isla4d communities, 
and consolidating your community through greater efforts to enhance the 
spirit of the Faith among the believers and their families. 

We call upon the Baha'is of St. Lucia to increase the number of believers 
throughout the island from all levels of society, raising significantly the 
number of localities where Baha'is ~ and the number of Local 
Spiritual Assemblies. You are urged to continue your efforts to develop the 
Baha'i way of life through programs of spiritual enrichment. You should 
continue diligently to pursue the specific goals which now relate to St~ Lucia 
from those assigned to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Windward Is
lands at the outset of the second phase of the Seven Year Plan. 

We hail this auspicious hour, and pray that the generous Lord will assist 
you to be the means of spreading the spirit of unity among the varied 
peoples of St. Lucia. We shall supplicate at the Holy Threshold that St. 
Lucia may be favored by the bounties of the Blessed Beauty, and may be
come a beacon to the West Indies, a dawning place of the pervading Spirit 
of the new age. 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
The Universal House of Justice 

April 6. 1983 
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United States 

Mayor of New York urges UN resolution 

On July 6, two months after meeting 
with a delegation of seven Baha'is at 
city hall, Mayor Edward Koch of New 
York City wrote a letter to President 
Reagan in which he described the re
cent executions of 17 Baha'is in Iran as 
"ritual murders of a minority group on 
no ground other than religious persecu
tion for political gain" and called upon 
the President to back a United Nations 
resolution censuring Iran for its treat
ment of Baha'is. 

"To the best of my knowledge," the 
mayor wrote, "neither the General 
Assembly nor the Security Council of 
the United Nations has ever enacted 
resolutions censuring the government 
of Iran for its genocidal behavior to
ward this religious group. 

"The best that the United Nations 
has done to date is through its Human 
Rights Commission, which passed a 
resolution on March 8, 1983 ... 

"There are those who take the posi
tion that this is an internal matter for 
Iran," Mayor Koch went on to say. 
"They are the same people who would 
have undoubtedly said the same about 
Nazi Germany and the holocaust. 

"The latter was not an internal mat
ter, nor are the attacks on the Ba
ha'is ... 

"Mr. President, let us put the United 
Nations to the test. That could be done 
by the United States offering a resolu
tion sanctioning Iran as a result of 
these executions, and calling upon that 
country to cease and desist this ap
palling example of genocide against a 
peaceful and innocent people. 

"The Baha'is are small in number. 
They have few friends. I am sure they 
look to the United States for some 
help. We dare not turn away." 

On May 5, the mayor met for 15 
minutes at city hall with a Baha'i dele
gation that included two members of 
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Mayor Edward Koch of New York 
City (seated at left) is interviewed by 
the news media following a I5-minute 
discussion May 5 with a delegation of 
seven BlIhu'is whose members included 
(seated left to right) Dr. Hussen Ah-

the Spiritual Assembly of New York 
City. 

At the close of that meeting Mayor 
Koch was presented with copies of the 
books A Cry from the Heart and A 
Crown of Beauty. 

. Afterward, members of the news 
media were invited into the mayor's of
fice and heard him speak out against 
the persecutions. He said all govern
ment leaders should do the same, as the 
weight of public opinion might prO\e 

dieh, Farzad Azizzi, and Dr. Hoosh
mand Taraz. The Baha'is informed the 
mayor of the persecution of their fel
low believers in Iran and presented him 
with two books, A Cry from the Heart 
and A Crown of Beauty. 

to be a deterrent. 
The meeting with the mayor came 

about when the Baha'is in New York, 
following a request by the National 
Spiritual Assembly, sent Mr. Koch a 
copy of the Fall 1982 issue of World 
Order magazine which included cor
respondence from Baha'is just prior to 
their martyrdom. 

The mayor responded with an invita
tion to visit him at city hall. 



United States 

Oneida Indians receive Baha'i Writings 

About 50 Baha'is were present July 3 
at the Oneida Indian Reservation near 
Green Bay, Wisconsin, for the 11th an
nual Oneida Pow-wow and Festival of 
Performing Arts during which the Ba
ha'is presented the Oneida Nation with 
special editions of the Baha'i Writings 
in the Oneida language and a sand 
painting by Baha'i artist David Villa
senor. 

The presentation of the two specially 
bound copies of Baha'i Writings in 
Oneida marked the 25th anniversary of 
their original publication. 

About 26 years ago Marian Steffes, 
an Oneida who was the first Native 
American to become a Baha'i, sought 
out Oscar Archiquette, an Oneida who 
was well-known as the foremost au
thority on his tribal language. 

Mr. Archiquette agreed to serve as 
chief translator of the Baha'i Writings 
into Oneida. He worked with Mrs. 
Steffes for more than a year to produce 
the translations. 

At the request of the Baha'is, the 
director of the Oneida Nation Museum 
spoke during the presentation cere-

DELIGHTED YOUR PARTICIPATION ELEVENTH ANNUAL 
ONEIDA POW- WOW OFFERING OPPORTUNITY MAKE SUITABLE 
PRESENTATION SPECIALLY BOUND VOLUMES TRANSLATION 
INTO ONEIDA LANGUAGE SELECTIONS FROM THE BAHA'! 
WRITINGS ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED 25 YEARS AGO. KINDLY 
CONVEY INDIAN BROTHERS ASSURANCE OUR PRA YERS REALI
ZA TlON THEIR HIGHEST ASPIRA TlONS SERVICE GOD AND HU
MANITY. 

mony in honor of the late Mr. Archi
quette. 

Mrs. Archiquette and other mem
bers of his family were present for the 
Baha'i presentation, which was made 
by Kevin Locke, a Lakota Sioux Baha'i 
from McLaughlin, South Dakota. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
underscored the significance of the oc
casion in this message: 

"Dear Friends: 
"On the occasion of the 25th an

niversary of the first translation and 
publication of Baha'i Writings into the 
Oneida language, the National Spiri-

Kevin Locke, a Lakora Sioux Bahd,( 
from McLaughlin, South Dakora, per
forms a rradirional Narive American 
hoop dance during the 11th annual 
Oneida Pow-wow held July 3 near 
Green Bay, J-Visconsin. Mr. Locke, 
who is culrural representarive of rhe 
Sranding Rock Sioux rribe, presenred 
special ediTions of the Baha'{ Writings 
in The Oneida language and a sand 
painring 10 rhe Oneida Narion on be
half of the Baha'(s of Green Bay. 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

tual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
United Stales sends its greetings to the 
Native Americans whose advancement 
has great significance for the future of 
all the inhabitants of this continent. 

"The National Spiritual Assembly 
takes this opportunity to extend to the 
Oneida people its best wishes and to ex
press confidence that the day of the 
unity of all mankind is not too far 
away. " 

The Baha'i Writings and sand paint
ing were accepted by representatives of 
the Oneida Tribal Council, the director 
of the Oneida NatioQ Museum, and the 
head librarian of the Oneida Com
munity Library. 

Pat Glover, a Stockbridge Indian 
Baha'i from Milwaukee, read a portion 
of the book Blessed Is the Spot, and 
Mr. Locke sang an honoring song that 
originated with Sioux chief Sitting Bull 
and is reserved for honoring great lead
ers. 

Mr. Locke also performed a tradi
tional Indian hoop dance. 

"How moving it was," said Lori J. 
Block, secretary of the Spiritual As
sembly of Green Bay, "when the Ba
ha'is who were present walked down 
the hillside together and joined the cir
cle of dancers" for a traditional Native 
American honoring song that followed 
the presentation of the sand painting 
by the Baha'is. 
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Falkland Islands 

B~ha'i artist has exhibit in London 

Duffy Sheridan, a Baha'i pioneer 
from the United States to the Falkland 
Islands who is rapidly earning an inter
national reputation as a fine artist, was 
featured prominently in a recent edi
tion of the London Sunday Times 
Magazine in connection with an ex
citing and successful art exhibit at Lon
don's Royal Festival Hall. 

The exhibit came about while Mr. 
Sheridan was en route to the U.S. from 
the Falklands at the invitation of the 
U.S. International Goals Committee to 
set up exhibitions of his works 
throughout the country. 

He showed 19 new works in London, 
as well as some others that had been 
sold earlier to British art lovers. 

One of the paintings belonged to 
Simon Winchester, a prominent cor
respondent for the London Times. 

Mr. Winchester suggested that the 
Sunday Times might be interested in 
previewing· the exhibit in its color 
magazine. 

It was unlikely that an article would 
be published to coincide with the ex
hibit (June I5-July 3) because the mag
azine's deadline had been passed by 
several weeks, but Mr. Sheridan went 
to the Times office for an interview, as 
requested, with some of his paintings. 

Shortly afterward, the cover origi
nally scheduled to appear on the June 
12 issue was scrapped in favor of a por
trait by Mr. Sheridan of a young Falk
lands girl, and an extensive feature ar
ticle appeared inside the magazine with 
photos of 10 of his other paintings. 

The article referred to the Baba'i 
Faith and explained why the Sheri dans 
had gone to the Falklands more than 
seven years ago. 

The interest since the Falklands war 
in knowing more about this tiny British 
colony gave the Sheri dans a ready-
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The cover of the London Sunday 
Times magazine featuring a portrait by 

made opening to answer all inquiries 
by telling about the Faith. 

Between 8,000 and 10,000 people. 
many of whom had read about it in the 
London Times, saw Mr. Sheridan's ex
hibit. 

Baha'i artist Duffy Sheridan, a pioneer 
to the Falkland Islands. 

During a reception for its opening, 
which was arranged by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United King
dom, the artist met with several promi
nent citizens including members of the 
House of Lords who have become 



. 
I 

friends of the Faith and have spoken 
out against the persecution of Baha'is 
in Iran. 

The exhibit also was seen by Sir Rex 
Hunt, the civil commissioner (gover
nor) of the Falkland Islands who hap
ened to be in London at the time. 

A small portrait of 'Abdu'I-Baha 
drew considerable attention, and many 
people expressed a desire to own it. 

That painting was not for sale, but 
will eventually be presented to Lady 
Lillian Carpenter, the wife of the Dean 
of Westminster Abbey. 

Lady Carpenter has for many years 
been devoted to 'Abdu'I-Baha, and 
speaks of Him and His teachings to 
royalty and commoners alike, often 
quoting from the Baha'i Writings and 
reading Baha'i prayers at public func
tions. 

The London show has proven to be 
one of the most effective proclamation 
efforts that the Baha'i community of 
the United Kingdom has ever been able 
to present. 

The London Sunday Times has of
fered the use of the article, in any city 
in which it has connections, and that 
includes most of the larger cities in the 
world. Sydney, Australia, already is re
printing it. 

In addition, the British Broadcasting 
Corporation wants to present a 
15-minute program about Mr. Sheri
dan in its "Light of Experience" series. 

The British Forces Broadcasting Ser-

vice aired a 20-minute interview with 
Mr. Sheridan all over the world. Near
ly half of the program focused on the 
Faith. 

A part of the extensive article in the 
London Sunday Times of June 12 that 
was devoted to the work of Duffy 
Sheridan, a Bahd '/ artist living in the 
Falkland Islands whose paintings were 
shown in June and July at London's 
Royal Festival Hall. 

Above left and right: Two more por- pioneer to the islands with his fami(v 
traits of Falkland Islanders by Baha'I for several years. 
artist Duffy Sheridan who has been a 
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The world 

9 new. National Assemblies to form in '84 

O\'ERJOYED ANNOF'ICE fORMATION AT RIJ)V AN 
1984 fOLLOWING NINE NEW NATIONAL SPIRI
Tr.~L ASSEMBLIES: 

ONE IN EUROPE: C.-\NARY ISL\~DS. 
LAST TWO NATIONAL A"SEMBLIES l\AMED 
ABOVE ARE SLPPLEMENT ARY ACHIEVEMENTS 
SEVEN YEAR PLAN. PRAYING SHRINES BOUN
TIFUL BLESSINGS !\fAY Sl'RROUND SUPPORT 
FRIENDS EVERYWHERE IN THEIR ENDEAVOURS 
PROMOTE GOD'S HOLY FAITH. 

THREE IN AfRICA: CAPE VERDE ISLANDS. 
EQl'.~TORIAL GUINEA, AND GABON. 
THREE IN AMERICAS: fRENCH GUIA!'iA, 
GRENADA, AND MARTI!'iIQUE. 
TWO IN ASIA: ANDAMAN/NICOBAR ISLA!'iDS, AND 
YEMEN (SAN'A). 

Hong Kong 
Teaching efforts in Macau by the 

Baha'is of Hong Kong had been yield
ing no immediate fruits before a one
day visit there last January 10 by the 
Hand of the Cause of God H. Collis 
Featherstone. Since then, at least 30 
people in Macau have declared their 
belief in Baha'u'llah. 

It began with two declarations by 
long-time seekers that occurred on the 
day of Mr. Featherstone's visit. One of 
the new Baha'is, 16-year-old Wong Kin 
Chak, soon guided six others to the 
Faith and set an example for the entire 
Baha'i community. 

Mauritius 

CNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
JULY 31, 1983 

One of those attracted to the Faith 
by Mr. Wong was Choy Loi, a fisher
man who is a member of a new minori
ty group represented in the Faith in the 
Hong Kong and Macau area. Soon, six 
of Mr. Choy's friends and relatives 
who also are fishermen had become 
Baha'is. 

This photograph was taken during the stir ute in Belle-Rose. The Convention 
Baha'i National Convention of Mau- received favorable coverage on local 
ritius, held May 28-29 at the Baha'i In- radio and televi..ion news programs. 

The Baha'i community of Macau 
has established weekly morning prayer 
sessions in its goal area of the Taipa 
Islands, and members of the cOl1?mu
nity have recently been interviewed by 
reporters from the local press and the 
press in Hong Kong concerning the 
perse.:ution of Baha'is in Iran. 
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Proclamation doors previously clos
ed to Baha'is in Mauritius have re
cently been opening. 

At Naw-Ruz, the secretary of the 
National Spiritual Assembly was inter
viewed on a. television news program. 
The interviewer asked questions about 
the Faith's history in that country, the 
essential Baha'i beliefs, and the per
secution of Baha'is in Iran as well as 
the significance of the Fast and of 
Naw-Ruz. 

The Faith was again the subject of 
favorable news reports on radio and 

TV during the ~ational Convention, 
which was held May 28-29 in Belle
Rose. 

Officials at twO secondary schools 
invited Baha'is to talk to their students 
and to answer questions. Teachers also 
attended the presentations and asked 
questions. At one college, a teacher 
asked how she .:ould become a Baha'i. 

One widely read newspaper in Mau
ritius recently published a well-written 
article about the Faith, while another 
paper has published reports about the 
persecutions in Iran. 



Nigeria 

Pictured are delegates and guests at the 
]4th Baha'I' National Convention of 
Nigeria held May 27-29 in Benin City, 
Bendel State. Friday Ekpe, a member 
of the Continental Board of Counsel
lors in Africa, was a special guest at the 
Convention, which was the largesi ever 
held in Nigeria. Local television and 
other media proclaimed the Faith dur
ing the Com'ention, while delegations 
of Baha'I's met with numerous offi
cials. 

Belgium 

Qaha'l musicians perform songs from 
several countries during a Naw-Ruz 
observance in Eupen, Belgium, a city 

located in a goal area of eastern Bel
gium. More than 300 Baha'isfromfive 
countries attended the event. 

Shown are some of the more than 300 embourg who attended a gala Naw
Baha'fs from Belgium, the Nether- Ruz observance in the goal cit.v of 
lands, German.v, Switzerland and Lux- Eupen in the eastern parr of Belgium. 

More than 300 Baba'is and their 
guests from Belgium, Germany, Lux
embourg, the Netherlands and Switzer
land attended an international Naw
Ruz celebration in Eupen, Belgium, 
which is located in the German-speak
ing eastern region of the country that 
has been designated as a ·goal area of 
the Seven Year Plan. 

The observance was a joyous re
union of family and friends, many of 
whom had traveled long distances to be 
present. It was organized by a special 
proclamation committee from the 
nearest region already opened to the 
Faith, which happens to be French
speaking. 

After an introductory talk on the 
Faith by the chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly -of Germany, Ba
ha'i musicians from Belgium and Ger
many provided music with an interna- _ 
tional flavor, and an eight-year-old Ba
ha'i from Germany spontaneously got 
on stage and charmed the audience 
with her interpretation of Persian 
dancing to Greek music. 

Owing to the presence of a local dig
nitary, the Naw-Ruz observance was 
mentioned on a local radio station dur
ing its prime time news report the fol
lowing evening. 

This and other recent teaching ef
forts have emboldened the fairly new 
French-speaking proclamation com
mittee working in this mostly German
speaking area of Belgium. 
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Zimbabwe 
The number of schools in Zimbabwe 

visited recently by Baha'is has grown 
to 18 with a proclamation event or 
other follow-up being a part of each re
cent trip to a school. 

Last April, 25 people at the Dom
boshawa Training Centre attended one 
Baha'i meeting while a group of 50 
students accompanied by the school's 
principal were present for a second 
visit by the group of Baha'is. 

On April 8, at the Mutonda School, 
all of the students and the deputy head
master, who helped with translation, 
attended a Baha'i presentation. 

The prayer by 'Abdu'I-Baha that be-
gins, "0 God, Guide me. .. was 

Trinidad/Tobago 

Pictured are Bahd'i's who attended a 
training session May 14-15 for coordi
nators of the Olinga (Ruhi) Institute in 
Trinidad. The session was held at the 

New Zealand 
The first Baha'i in Morrinsville, New 

Zealand, is blind. She became a Baha'i 
after having parts of the book God 
Loves Laughter by the Hand of the 
Cause of God William Sears read to 
her. 

After becoming a Baha'i she went to 
the local high school and took her cer
tificate in English, using in her course 
work one of the poems by Roger White 
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written out for the staff so that they 
could help the children memorize it. 
The school's headmaster said he would 
use the Baha'i prayer for school as
sembly. 

Meanwhile, children at the Lewisam 
School are having weekly Baha'i 
classes during the school's fixed time 
for scripture study. 

* * * 
The Faith was proclaimed in a rather 

unusual way last April 9 in Bulawayo. 
Zimbabwe, when Auxiliary Board 
member Enayat Sohaili officiated at a 
Baha'i wedding ceremony for a non
Baha'i couple. The event was attended 
by more than 150 Jews and Christians. 

from his book, Witness of Pebbles. 
She did her major book review on Mr. 
Sears' book. 

The Institute for the Blind made a 
set of tapes of the book especially for 
her, and she did such a splendid review 
that the book was requested from the 
school library by several students. 

Some time ago, Mr. Sohaili was ap
proached by some Jewish friends and 
asked if he, as a marriage officer, 
would officiate at the marriage of their 
son to a Christian woman. 

The wedding ceremony included 
readings from the Old and New Tes
taments of the Bible and from the Ba
ha'j Writings. 

"It was a memorable wedding," Mr. 
SohaiIi wrote, "in the sense that this 
may have been a rare occasion (in Zim
babwe) when a Jewish groom married 
a Christian bride according to the Ba
ha'i ceremony." 

Fiji 
Dr. Laurence Poncini, a lecturer in 

chemistry at the University of the 
South Pacific and chairman of the 
Spiritual Assembly of Suva, Fiji, has 
received the 1982 Allan Joseph Casey 
Medal for sugar research. 

The gold medal was presented to Dr. 
Poncini by the International Sugar Re
search Foundation of New York City 
through its member society, the north
ern division of the Queensland Society 
of Sugar Cane Technologists in Aus
tralia. 

Dr. Poncini's award was reported in 
the June 10 edition of the Fiji Times, 
The brief article, accompanied by a 
photograph, explained that Dr, Pon
cini was honored for discovering how 
sugar molecules come apart when 
sugar is heated. 

The medal is given to scientists iJ) 
sugar research who have contributed to 
ad\'ancements in sugar chemistry. 

Central African Republic 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

the Central African Republic has re
ceived official permission from the 
Ministry of Information to publish ar
ticles about the Faith in newspapers in 
the Republic. . 

In expressing to the World Centre its 
gratitude for this latest development in 
the progress of the Faith in that coun
try, the National Assembly noted that 
proclamation victories have often coin
cided with the period of fasting. 



United States 

Nineteen BaM'i youth recently par
ticipated in the first American AII
Youth Pilgrimage to the World Centre. 

Accompanied by two chaperones, 
the young men and women arrived 
June 5 at the Pilgrim House in Haifa to 
begin the nine-day pilgrimage which 
followed a tour of much of Israel. 

In the grand hall of the new perma
nent Seat of the Universal House of 
Justice, the youth were welcomed by 
representatives of the Supreme Body. 
They heard talks by the Hands of the 
Cause of God Amatu'I-BaM Rul)iyyih 
Khanum and 'Ali Akbar Furutan 
whose topics were for the most part 
directed toward youth. 

The young pilgrims spent many 
hours in prayer and meditation at the 
Holy Shrines. 

Following their pilgrimage they flew 
to Frankfurt, Germany, where they 
were divided into three teaching teams. 
Under the guidance of several National 
Spiritual Assemblies, and in collabo
ration with the U.S. International 
Goals Committee, the teams spent sev
eral weeks traveling and teaching in 
Europe before returning to the U.S. 

Twenty-six-year-old Alonzo W. Ne
smith Jr., a Baha'i who lives in 
Charleston, South Carolina, has been 
appointed as the first black member 
and youngest member of the board of 
trustees of The Citadel, the military 
college of South Carolina. 

Mr. Nesmith is chairman of the 

Spiritual Assembly of Charleston and 
of the South Carolina Regional Teach
ing Committee. 

He was named to The Citadel's 
board of trustees by the go\'ernor of 
South Carolina. Prior to his appoint
ment, Mr. Nesmith mentioned his be
ing a Baha'i to the governor and dis
cussed some of the tenets of the Faith 
with the governor's administrative as
sistant. 

A large part of his work on the 
board will be to help implement the 
state's desegregation plan which is de
signed to see that the college's student 
body and faculty include racial minori
ties. 

ALONZO W. /VESMITH JR. 

Left: The 19 American Bahd'/ youth 
who recently completed a pilgrim~ge to 
the World Centre are shown with their 
chaperones at the Pilgrim House. 

Deeply grieved passing Knight Bahd
'u'lldh Rex Collison. His long record 
devoted sen'ices in leaching. pioneer
ing fields at home and Africa has im
mortali:::.ed his name. Doubtless his rich 
reward .4 bhd kingdom source joy 
pride his i(fe companion .\Jary. Pray
ing Shrines continuing unfoldment his 
noble soul worlds God. 

Unil'ersal House of Justice 
June 27, 1983 

• 
Rex Collison, an American Baha'i 

who with his wife, Mary, was named a 
Knight of Baha'u'llah for their pio
neering sef\'ice~ in Ruanda-Urundi 
(now Rwanda and Burundi), Africa, 
died June 25 in Geyserville, California. 

In 1952, following \1r. Collison's 
retirement as an agricultural researcher 
at Cornell Uni,'ersity, the Collisons 
pioneered to Kampala, Uganda, where 
they served on the committee that was 
overseeing construction of the Mother 
Temple of Africa. 

They also served on the first Inter
continental Conference Committee in 
1953 and again in 1958 when the 
Temple's cornerstone was laid by the 
Hand of the Cause of God Amatu'l
BaM Rul)iyyih Kh:inum. 

At the outset of the Ten Year Cru
sade in 1953, the.Collisons were among 
the first Americans to arise, and with 
Dunduzu Chisiza, a young African Ba
ha'i from Nyasaland, they settled in 
Ruanda.Urundi, remaining there until 
government policy required that they 
leave the country. 

They left behind them about 20 Ba
ha'is who became the foundation for 
the Faith's development there and in 
the entire eastern Congo region. 

The Colli sons were instrumental in 
establishing Baha'i publishing in Ugan
da with the development of literature 
in several African languages and in 
English and French. 

]n 1963 the Collisons made an 
around-the-world trip, visiting Baha'is 
in many countries. Mrs. Collison died 
August II, 1970. 
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Japan 

Shown are participants in a fireside 
held July 3 in Utsunomiya City, Japan, 
at the home of a pioneer couple who 
are the only Baha'i's in Utsunomiya. In 
the back row (left to right) are seekers 
Ryouichi Tabuchi and Toshimasu 
Takauchi; the ~uest speaker, Dr. To
shio Susuki, secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Japan; and a 
seeker, Sachiko Ogasawara. In the 
middle row (left to right) are Daryoush 
Yazdani, a pioneer to Utsunomiya; Mi
neko Masuyama, a seeker who is the 
sister of the city's mayor; and a Baha'I; 
Chiyo Suzuki. In the front row (left to 
right) are Shazin Roussoukh, a Baha'I 
who was visiting Japan; Marije Yaz
dani, a pioneer to Utsunomiya; and a 
seeker, Yoshie Kawakami. 

Puerto Rico 

Among the participants in an Interna
tional Baha'I Youth Conference last 
March in San Jose, Costa Rica, was 
this group of youth from Puerto Rico 
(left to right) Mari-I1eana Martlnez, 
Brett Smith, Tahirih Gomez (official 
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Daryoush and Marife Yazdani, a 
pioneer couple who are the only Ba
ha'is in Utsunomiya, Japan, a city of 
350,000, have been hosting well-at
tended monthly firesides in their home. 

representative from Puerto Rico), and 

The gathering on July 3 was attend
ed by five seekers including the sister of 
the city's mayor. The guest speaker 
was Dr. Toshio Susuki, secretary of the 
!\'ational Spiritual Assembly of Japan. 

Zaire 
A series of talks on the Faith was 

presented recently to various govern
ment officials in Mbandaka, the capi
tal of Zaire's Equateur Province. 

The presentations were planned by 
the Regional Teaching Committee of 
Equateur in consultation with Aux
iliary Board member Rohan Vahabi. 

After obtaining proper approval, 
Miss Vahabi and two other Baha'is, 
Mr. Bossongola and Barbara Hara
sym, presented a talk on Baha'i teach
ings and principles to 40 people from 
four high schools and elementary 
schools; a presentation at the town 
clinic that was attended by 40 people 
including two nuns; another at the post 
office that was attended by 14 people; 
a talk to a group of 30 in Mbandaka 
and Wangata that included the mayor 
of each town; and a lecture to 30 stu
dents at the School of Higher Literary 
Studies. 

Juan Rivera Acevedo. Not shown is' The Baha'is also made presentations 
Roberta Maull, another youth fron: to a group of 40 theologians, in a ship
Puerto Rico who attended the con- ping company's offices, and to em
ference. ployees at the city's planning and water 

departments. 



India 
Three hundred-thirty women includ

ing more than 100 tribal members from 
40 villages participated April 9-10 in 
the first Baha'i women's conference on 
the state level in India, held in Tum
kur, Karnataka. 

The women were thrilled by receipt 
of a cablegram from the Universal 
House of Justice; another from the 
Hand of the Cause of God Amatu'l
Baha Rtil:liyyih Khanum; a hand
deli\'ered letter from the Hand of the 
Cause H. Collis Featherstone; and a 
cable from the National Spiritual As
sembly of India which called for "a 
great upsurge of teaching by women 
throughout India." 

The speakers included Counsellors 
Shirin Boman and Dipchand Khianra; 
the deputy commissioner of Tumkur, 
Mrs. Vatsala Watsa; and Gloria Faizi, 
an author and widow of the Hand of 
the Cause of God Abu'l-Qasim Faizi. 

Extensive press coverage continued 
throughout April in Tumkur newspa
pers. Some of the articles focused on 
cultural events held during the con
ference including a singing competi
tion, flower arranging, classes on bak
ing, and lectures on medical subjects. 

The headline above one report in an 
English-language newspaper read: 
"Baha'i Women on Mission of Peace 
and Unity." 

For the first time, the headmasters at 
two government-operated schools in 
Bangalore, India, have given permis
sion to a Baha'i traveling teacher to 
teach Baha'i lessons in morals to stu
dents for one 45-minute period each 
week. 

On his own initiative, the teacher, N. 
Krishnappa, contacted the headmas
ters of the primary school at Kannur 
village, which has 60 students, and the 
Sri Siddhartha residential high school 
in Kothanur, which has 300 students, 
and was given permission to teach. 

* * * 
A regional Baha'i Teaching Con

ference held February 12-14 in Patna, 
Bihar State, was attended by about 400 
people, most of whom were residents 
of rural areas of Bihar. 

The program included workshops on 
teaching women, tribal teaching, child
ren's classes, and the consolidation of 

Local Assemblies. 
Counsellor Shirin Boman was one of 

the speakers at a public meeting on the 
third day of the conference that was at
tended by 1,000 people. 

The event was well publicized 
throughout Patna, and All-India 
Radio broadcast news of the con
ference. 

Three hundred people attended the 
first of four regional Teaching Con
ferences in India during 1982-83 that 
was held last November 10-12 at the 
Rabbani Baha'i School in Gwalior. 

Speakers included Chinese-speaking 
pioneers from Singapore, and the pro
gram included talks in Mandarin Chi
nese, English and Hindi, a film, and 
songs with Baha'i themes. 

In connection with the conference, 
the Spiritual Assembly of Gwalior ar
ranged a public meeting and book ex
hibit that included a display of Baha'i 
prayers in more than 300 languages. 

Shown in a photograph taken May 24 
are delegaTes and guests attending the 
54th Bahd'{ National Convention oj 
India, held at the construction site oj 

About 500 Chinese guests attended 
the first Baha'i public meeting for 
Calcutta's Chinese community last Oc
tober 20. The event was arranged by 
the Spiritual Assembly of Calcutta and 
its Chinese Teaching Committee. 

Speakers included Chinese pioneers 
from Singapore, and the program in
cluded talks in Mandarin Chinese, 
English and Hindi, a film, and songs 
with Baha'i themes. 

Local Baha'is mingled with their 
guests offering literature, answering 
questions, and exchanging views in a 
cordial atmosphere. 

The meeting's success was attributed 
in large measure to groundwork laid 
two years earlier by Chinese-speaking 
pioneers from Malaysia, Singapore 
and Hong Kong and to Lilian Leo, a 
friend of the Faith who arranged for an 
ad in a Chinese-language daily news
paper inviting residents to the Baha'i 
meeting. 

the Mashriqu '/-Adhkdr near New 
Delhi. Among those present was the 
Hand oj the Cause oj God H. Collis 
Featherstone. 
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Honduras 
More than 400 people, half of whom 

are indigenous residents of Honduras, 
declared their belief in Baha'u'llah 
during a recent I5-day regional teach
ing campaign that was carried out in 11 
communities in five states of Hon
duras. 

Called "Camino del Sol" (Trail of 
the Sun), the campaign was planned by 
the National Teaching Committee of 
Honduras and was dedicated to the 
Hand of the Cause of God Amatu'!
Baha Rui)iyyih Khanum. The eight 
team members included members of 
the Miskito, Garifana, Hicaque and 
Paya Indian tribes, one member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Hon
duras, and one Auxiliary Board mem
ber. 

Camino del Sol was designed to con
centrate on three of the main indig
enous groups in Honduras: the Hi
caque, Paya and Garifana peoples. 

It marked the first time that mem
bers of \'arious indigenous tribes in 
Honduras had united together to take 
the Message to their Indian brothers 
and sisters. 

More than 160 people from 10 coun
tries attended an International Baha'i 
Youth Conference March 3I-April 2 in 
Siguatepeque, Honduras. 

Participants came from EI Salvador, 

Residents of Siriano, Honduras, a 
Hicaque Indian village, are shown with 
members of the 'Camino del Sol' 
teaching team who visited thl! village 
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Puerto Rico, Belize, Guatemala, Peru, 
Panama, Mexico, Honduras, Canada 
and the United States. 

Counsellors Hidayatu'llah Ai)ma
diyyih, Artemus Lamb and Ruth 
Pringle were present, as were Auxiliary 
Board members Eduardo Tey (Guate
mala), Boris Handel (Peru), and Bill 
Stover and Barry Smith (Honduras). 

The Counsellors and Auxiliary 
Board members presented some of the 
talks and workshops. 

Topics discussed during the three
day gathering included the Covenant: 
spiritual enrichment; the Baha'i Funds: 
the reality of man; Baha'i institutions: 

during a recent I5-day teaching cam
paign thaT led to the enrollment of 40C; 
new Baho'/5. 

the avoidance of alcohol and other 
drugs; teaching and consolidation; 
!o\'e, engagement and marriage; sac
rifice; principles of the economic sys
tem of the future; and the role of youth 
in today's world. 

Responding to a call for pioneers 
and traveling teachers, 13 people vol
unteered to pioneer and 54 others ex
pressed a desi:'e to travel and teach. 

A highlight of the evening programs 
was a presentation of the film "The 
Pilgrimage." Youth from several 
countries shared their singing talents, 
v,hile others performed dances or pre
sented short plays. 

Shown are members of the 'Camino 
del Sol' teaching team that visited I I 
communities in Honduras during a re
cent I5-day regional teaching cam
paign. They are (left to right) Bias 
Lopez, a Paya Indian; Prudencio Gon
::.ales, a Hicaque Indian; Carlos Cas
tjllo, a Garifano Indian; lhemhm 
STover, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Honduras; the 
mother of Prudencio Gonzales; Rene 
Lope::., a Paya Indian; and Eddington 
Wilson, a Meskito Indian. Not shown 
are team members Hernan Montes, a 
Hicaque Indian; and Auxiliary Board 
member Bill Stover. 



Argentina 
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French Antilles 
Three weeks in Guadeloupe and one 

in Martinique for traveling teacher 
Jagdish Saminaden resulted in eight 
radio interviews totaling more than six 
hours of air time. 

The programs, arranged by the 
Media and Teaching Committees of 
the French Antilles, ranged from in
ten'iews of Mr. Saminaden to phone-in 
programs in which he shared his ap
pearances at times with two local Ba
ha'is, John Keller and Daniel Caillaud. 

Mr. Saminaden, from Mauritius, is 
of Indian ancestry, and had a strong 
appeal for the Guadeloupians whose 
Tamil ancestors migrated to the Carib
bean islands from southern India. 
Quite a few, said Mr. Saminaden, bear 
the same family name as his with slight 
spelling variations. 

One of the seven people who were 
enrolled in the Faith during Mr. Sami
naden's visit is of Indian extraction. 

Papua New Guinea 

Articles about the observance of the 
Martyrdom of the Bab appeared July 8 
in two of Papua New Guinea's leading 
newspapers. 

Each of the articles included infor
mation about the early history of the 
Faith and was accompanied by a 
photograph of the Shrine of the Bab. 

Chad 
As of last January, the goal for the 

establishment of new Local Spiritual 
Assemblie~ in Chad was exceeded by 
90, 

Since 1982 special attention has been 
given to consolidation. Sixty Local As
semblies in Chad were chosen as "mo
ther Assemblies" to help others open 
new localities to the Faith and to in
crease the number of Baha'is. 

The mother Assemblies also helped 
with the obsen'ance of the Nineteen 
Day Feasts and Holy Days. 

A repon submitted through the 
Board of Counsellors in Africa tells of 
Assemblies teaching in neighboring vil
lages, opening localities among the 
tribes of Ritos, and beginning to reach 
the Mbororos people of Chad. 

Cassette tapes are playing an impor
tam role. In Moissala and Sarh, for ex
ample. prayers, Tablets and songs have 
been recorded in \'arious languages in
cluding French. Also, composers of 
songs in local languages have recorded 
attractive tunes with guitar and native 
instruments. .. .. .. 

The Samandari Teaching Institute in 
Manda, Chad, was opened last May 
following a several-year interruption 
caused by difficulties in that country. 

The institute, named in honor of the 
late Hand of the Cause of God Taniz-

Picrured are delegares and guests at the 
Balld '( ";arianal Conl'enrian of Argen
rina, held .\1ay 28-29 in Buenos Aires. 

u'llcih Samandari, was planned and 
funded sewral years ago, but work was 
brought to a halt until conditions al
lowed it to resume again in 1981. 

The inauguration of the institute was 
described by the National Spiritual As
sembly of Chad as "an historic and 
glorious occasion." 

Ecuador 
Radio Baha'i in Ecuador has devel

oped what it terms "mural newspa
pers" that are being placed in village 
homes and community centers. 

The poster-like "newspapers" are 
composed primarily of illustrations 
with a brief text that can be quickly ex
plained by someone who is able to read 
to those who cannot. 

They include a "thought of the 
week," a concept taken from The Di
vine A rl oj Living, a book by the Hand 
of the Cause of God Amatu'I-Bahel 
Rul)iyyih Khanum. 

Each "newspaper" contains a Ba
ha'i message and a social comment 
such as tips on nutrition or planting or 
health. There are now more than 145 
such "newspapers" in place in village 
homes and community centers in Ecua
dor. 

Baha'i News/September 1983 17 


	BN581-625.pdf
	USBN ISSUES 581-585
	USBN ISSUES 586-590
	USBN ISSUES 591-595
	USBN ISSUES 596-600
	USBN ISSUES 601-605
	USBN ISSUES 606-610
	USBN ISSUES 611-615
	USBN ISSUES 616-620
	USBN ISSUES 621-625

	USBN ISSUES 626-630

